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Fisheries Society, The United London Angling 
Associations, 262 
Fishes, The Air Bladder in, 572 
Fishes, Use of the Air Bladder of, 569 
Fishing Among the Rocky Mountains, 471 
Fishing at Jghfield, 543 
Fishing at Llanymynech, 543, 606 
Fishing at Martham, Norfol®, 412 
Fishing at Richmond, 330 
Fishing at St. Ives, 507 
Fishing at Trowbridge, Wilts, 532 
Fishing at Wraysbury, 461, 485 
Fishing in Ireland, 59 
_ Fishing in the Lakes of Killamey, 370 
Fishing in Montana, 642 
Fishing in Norfolk, 345 
Fishing in the North-west of Ireland, 370, 378 
Fishing in Wales, 345, 365, 496 
Fishing in Wales—A Warning, 341 
| Fishing in the Tideway, Richmond, 365 
Fishing in the Yare, Is'e of Wight, 616 
Fishing Place in Devonshire, A New, 65 
Fishing near Weldon? Is there, 507, 522 
Fishing off Ventnor at Christmas, 606 
Fishing on Lough Conn, 413 
Fishing near Newcastle-on-Tyne, 413 
Fishing, Hounslow, 9 
Fishing Card, A, 497 
Fishing Creel, An Improved, 171 
-Fishing Case, Important, 477 
‘Mishing for Roach with Lobworms, 87 
Fishing for’Salmon without a License, 506 
FIsHING GAZETTE Anglers’ Tournament, 171, 179, 
194, 202, 207, 213, 219, 266, 268, 269, 276, 282, 
| | 287, 304,.317, 341 : 
FISHING GAZETTE. Toa Friend, 653 
Fishing Match at Amberley, 270 
Fishing, Pegged Down, 94, 142, 153 
Fishing, Thames Professionals, 282, 293, 318 
Fishery Conviction, 447 
Fitzroy Angling Club, Report on Jan. 6, 7—Jan. 20, 
32—Feb. 3. 55—Feb. 10, 68—Mar. 3, 1oo— 
Mar. 17, 128 
Flies, Dressing of some Au{umn Trout and Gray- 
___ ling, 369 
Flies for Devonshire Waters, 460, 543 
Flies for the North of Ireland, 341, 365 
Flies for the Team at Ludlow, 346, 389 
Flies, Gut Bodies for, 140 
Flies, Hackled v. Winged, 9, 22, 46, 58, 70 
Flies, List of, for the Months, 71, 95 
Flies, Machine-made, 557 
Flies, North-country Spider. By Francis M. Wal- 
bran, 511 
Flies, North-country, 152 
Flies, North of England, 111 
Flies, Quill-bodied, 471 
Flies, Weary 520, 531, 543, 568, 579, 
6 
Flies, {Some New May, 266 
, Flies, Wet and Dry, 70 
Flies, (Winchester, 579 
Flounders of the Trent, A Few Notes on the. 
thé ‘‘ Trent Otter,”’ 583 
Floundérs in Fresh Water, 581 
Floundérs, and Restocking the Thames, 604 
Flounders, Thames, 604 
Flounders (The Platessa Fiessus), 573° 
1 Flounders, Very Rough Notes on the, 592 
Floating Cut Weeds Nuisance, The, 629 
Fly-casting, Instructions in, 413 
Fly-casting, Records of, 563 
Fiy-dressing, The Iron Blue, &c , 106 
ate, A Few Hintsin. By R. B. Marston, 


tw 


591, 605, 


By 


380 

Fly-fishing, Comfort in, 346 

Fiy-fishing for Herrings, 35 

Fly-fishing for Herrings and other Sea Fish, 598 

Fily-fishing for Trout. By “F. R. C. S.,’’ qic, 
464, 475, 489, 497, 500, 507, 521 

Fly-fishing for Trout, 531 

Fly-fishing for Thames Dace, 282 

Fly-fishing on some of the Southern Chalk Streams. 
By H. S. Hall, 109, 121 

Fly-fishing on Smalt Rapid Streams, 399 

Fly-fishing-spinning. By ‘‘A. R.I. E. L.,’’ 1, 13, 
25, 37, 176, 188, 230 

Fiy-fishing-spinning, 35, 57, 58, 201, 253 

en A Suggestion for, By R. B. Marston, 
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. Fly-making, Feathers for, 531 
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Fly-making, Materials for, 104 

Fly-making, The Use of a Vice in, 531, 545, 568 

Fly, The Pike Scale, 390 

Fly, The Thunder and Lightning, 215 

Fly Line made from Lady’s Hair, 21 

Forestry, 187, 598 

Foster’s Bumbles, 440 

Foxley Piscatorials, Report on June 9, 280—July 7, 
324—July 28, 360 

Francis Francis, Illaess of Mr., 353, 372, 441 

Free Fishing in Wales, 365 

Freshwa'‘er Fish are Carnivorous, What, if any ? 
106 

Freskwater Fish, Food of, 461 

Freshwater Fish out of Season, 293 

Freshwater Fish, Undersized, 130 

Freshwater Fishing near Margate, 413 

COWS RoC ¥Ss8 40d. 5 32 

Frensham Ponds, 424, 460, 472 

Friendly Anglers’ Society, Report on Oct. 27, 526 
—Nov. 3. 538 

Friendly Anglers, The Annual Dinner of, 63 


ae AFFING ” Salmon, 395 
Garden Party at Holly Lodge, 297 
Geen s, Mr., Competition, 288 
German Carp, Table Qualities of, 249 
Germany, Queries on Angling in, 140 
Gillaroo Trout, 378 
Gipping Angling Preservation Society, Report on 
Feb. 3, 55—April 21, 185--May 26, 248 
Gishurstine, 9 
Globe Angling Society, Reporton March 3, 100— 
March 10, 116—April 28, 1997—May 5, 212— 
Juue 16, 294—June 30, 312—Ju’y 7, 324— 
July 14, 336—July 21, 347—July 28, 360—Aug. 
4, 385—Aug. II, 393—Aug. 18, 4o6—Aug. 25, 
418—Sept. I, 436 
Gloucester Angling Association, Annual Dinner of, 
360 
Gloucester Clubs, 137 
Gloucester Fishing, 23 
Gloucester Mutual Angling Club, Report on Feb. 
Io, 68 
Glue, American Fish, 289 
Glycerine as a Fish Preservative, 59, 80 
Going, Going, and Gone, 405 
Golden Barbel Angling Society, Report on May 
12,219—May 19, 232—-June 9, 280—June 23, 
300—June 30, 312—Aug. II, 393—Nov. 17, 
566—Dec. 15, 610 
Gold Fish as Live Bait, 570 
Golden Orfe or Ide, The, 533 
Good Intent Angling Society, Report on Jan. 27, 
44—Feb. 10, 68—Feb. 24, 92—March 17, 128 
—March 24, 138—March 31, 149—April 14, 172 
—April 28, 199—May 5, 212—May 19, 232— 
May 26, 248—June 2, 269—June 9, 280—June 
23, 300—July 14, 336—July 21, 360—Aug. 11, 
393—Aug. 25, 418—Sept. 8, 442—Sept. 15, 
454—Sept. 29, 478—Oct. 6, 490—Nov. 3, 538 
—Nov. 10, 554—Nov. 24, 574—Dec. 1, 586— 
Dec. 8, 602 
Gossamer Waterproof Garments, 620 
Grafton Piscatorial Society, Report on March 3, ro1 
—March Io, 116—April 14, 172 
Graining, 545 
Graining and Fish by Post, 520. 530 
Graining and the River Alt, 252 
Grantham, Angling at, 145 
Grange Angling Society, Report on June 23, 
Oct. 13, 508—Oct. 20, 514 
Grant’s Cordials for Sportsmen, 573 
Gravelling, The, 581 
Grayling, A Quiet Chat About. By ‘“ Limpus.”’ 
559, 595 
Grayling aod the Swale, 118 
Grayling Flies, Six Splendid, 440 
Grayling Flies, More, 452 
Grayling Fishing in the Teme, 496 
Grayling in the Colne, 395 
Grayling in the Humber, 424 
Grayling into the Thames, Introduction of, 410 
Grayling in the Thames, 83 
Grayling, On, 572 
Grayling of Small Size, 153, 165, 202, 213 
‘¢ Grayling Trout.’’ 139 
Grayling, Worm Fishing for. By Francis M. Wal- 
bran, 635 
Great Eastern Railway, 125, 212 
Great Eastern Railway Guide to the Continent, 
461 
Great Eastern Railway. 
rangements, 614 
‘¢ Great Lake Trout ’’ Caught in the Thames, 459 
Great Northern Brothers, Report on Jan. 13, 20— 
Jan. 20, 32—Jan. 27, 44—March io, 116— 
March 31, 149 -May 19, 232—May 26, 248— 
June 2, 269—June 30, 312—July 7, 324—July 
28, 360—Aug. 4, 385—Aug. 11, 393—Sept. 22, 
466—Sept. 29, 478—Oct. 6, 490—Oct. 13, 508 
‘—Oct. 20, 514—Oct. 27, 526—Nov. 3, 538— 
Dec. 8, 602—Dec. 29, 649 
Great Northern Railway, 137 
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Christmas Holiday Are 





Great Secret, 567 


Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, 214 447, 497 

Great Yarmou h Piscatorial Society, Report on Jan. 
13, 20—Jan. 27, 44 Feb. 10, 68 —Fe. 24, 92 
—Apnil 28,’200—May 5, 212-— May 26, 248 —June 
9, 280—June 16, 294—Jur.e 23, 300—July 21, 
347—July 28, 300—Aug 4, 385—Aug. 18, 406 
Sept. 1,436—Sent. 8. 442—Sept. 15, 453—-Sept. 
22, 466—Oct. 13, 508—Oct 27, 526—Nov. 17, 
566—Nov. 24 574—Dee 1, 586—Dec. 15, 610 

Great Yarmouth Friendly Anglers, Reporton March 
3, tor—March ro, 117—April 14, 172—Apmil 21, 
185—June 23, 300 

Gregory, Mr. J. H., on Land, 187 

Gresham Angling Society, 4, 23 31, 41. 51, 133, 
—Conversazione, 164, 174—Annual Dinner of 
the, 181, 242, 328, 578, 593, G01, 608, 642 

Gresham Angling Society, Report on Feb 10, 68— 
Feb. 17, 77—Feb. 24, 92—March 3, 1of—March 
1o, 117—March 17, 129— March 3t, 1g49—Aprl 
14, 173—April 28, 200—May 5 212—May 26, 
249— June 2, zo9—June 9, 28>—June 16, 29j— 
June 30, 31:2—July 21, 348—July 28, '360— 
Aug. 4, 385—Aug. I1, 393—Ang. 18, 406— 
Aug. 25, 418—Sept. 1, 436—Sept. 8, 442—- 
Sept. 15, 454—Sep*. 22, 466—Sept. 29, 478— 
Oct. 6, 490—Oct. 13, 5e8—Oct 20, 514—Oct. 
27, 526—Nov. 3, 538—Nov. 10, 554—Nov. 17, 
66 

Grille, The, and its Disadvantages in Hatching the 
Ova of Salmonide, 596 ; 

Ground Baiting, 557 

Grosvenor Gallery, Free Sundays at the, 373 

Gross- Weight Competitious, 513 

Gross- Weight System, The, 455 

Guise’s Separate Hook Case, 561, 589 

Gun Licenses, 364 

Gustave Dore Nt a Pot Hunter, 99 

Gut and Other Fly Bodies, 104 


ALF-TIDAL Lock below Richmond, the Pro- 
posed 520 

Hammersmith Unired Angling Society, Report on 
Jan. 13, 20-Jan. 20, 32—March 17, 129— 
April 21, 185—May 19, 232—Ju’y 21, 348— 
July 28, 360—Aug. 4. 385—Aug. II, 393— 
Aug. 18, 406—Sept. 22, 466—S:pt. 29 473— 
Oct. 6, 491—2ct. 13, 508—Oct. 20, 5rg—Oct. 
27, 526—Nov. 3, 538 —Nov. 10, 554 ‘ 

Hampstead Ang'ing Society, Report o1 July 14, 336 
Sept. 8, 443—Oct. 20, 51g4—Nov. 3, 538 —Dec. 
8, 602 

Handkerchief, The Izaak Walton Silk 219 252 

Harding’s Christmas and New Year s Cards, 632 

** Harelug’’ v. ‘* Bolton Clubs,’’ 213 

Half-Bred, The, 545 

‘« Half-Bied ’’ of he Yare, The, 521 

Hampshire Worthies, 345 

Hastings Fishermen and the Exhibition, 273 

Hatfield, Mr. C. F , Complimentary Visit to, 13 

Hearts of Oak Angling S ciety, Report on Jan. 23, 
32—Jan. 27, 44—Feb. 24, 92—March 3. loo— 
April 7, 164—April 14, 172—July 7, 324 —July 
21, 348—July 28, 360—Aug. 4, 385-—Aug. II, 
393—Aug. 18. 406 —Sept. 1, 430—Dec. 1, 587 

Hearder’s New ‘‘ Duplex ’’ Spinning Bait, 452, 478 

Heigham Sounds, 400 585 

Help us—or we Perish, 214 

Hens on Flower Beds, 229 

Hereford, Fishing near, 214 

Herr Weeger, A Note for, 107 

Herring Worms, 65t 

Highbury Angling Society, Report on Feb. 24, 92 — 
April 7, 164—April 21, 185—May 19, 232— 
June 16, 294—June 23, 300—Aug. 4, 385— 
Aug. II, 393—Aug. 25, 418—Sept. 8, 443— 
Sept. 15, 454—Oct. 6 49{—Noy. Iv, 554 

Hill’s Hon. Major Geoffrey, A Day with the Otter 
Hounds on the Teme, 359 

Hooks, Kendal and Redditch, 293 

Hoole, Mr. T., Testimonial to, 451, 500, 580, 539, 
593, 651 

Horsham, 532 : 

How a Large Haul was got, 346, 390, 395, 412, 430 

How not to do it, 431 

How to Cook a Jack. By Dr. Brunton, 17 

How to form an Angling Club, 35 

How to get Pike and Carp out of a Pond, 106 

How to Restock our Rivers, 441, 483 

Hoxton Brothers’ Angling Society, Report on Jan. 
27, 44—Feb. 10, 69—March 3, 10o—March 10, 
117—March 17, 129 —June 23 300—June 30, 
312—July 7, 324—Juy 14, 336 —July 21, 348— 
July 23, 360—Aug. 4, 385—Aug. I1, 393 Aug. 
18, 406—Aug. 25, 418—Sep*. 1, 4,6—Oct. 6, 
491—Oct. 13, 508—Oct. 20, 514—Nov. 3, 638 
—Nov. 10, 554 —Nov. 17, 566 —Nov. 24, 574 
—Dec. 1, 587—Dec 8 602—Dec. 15, 610 

H.R.H. the Prince of Wa’es at the Holborn Res- 
taurant, 614 - 

Hulme Crown Anglers’ Society (Amalgama‘ed), Re- 
port on March 24, 138—Nov. Io, 554 

Hulme Ellesmere Angling Society, Manchester, Re- 
port on Oct 20, 514 

Hush from Lead Mines, 35 
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CE Forming on the Bed of a River, 179 

Mlegal Fishing, 113 

Illegal Fishing at Basildon 422 

Dlegal Salmon Fishing in the Severn, 367 

Illegal Sale of Trout at Manchester, 592 

Lilustrated London News. 229 

Independent Brothers’ Angling Society, Report on 
July 14, 336—July 21. 348—July 28, 360—Aug. 
II, 393—Aug. 18, 4o6—Aug, 25, 41g—Sept. 8, 
443—Nov. 24,574 A 

Independent Jovial. Angling Society, Report on 
Dec 1, 587 

“In the Gloaming,’’ Trout Fishing by Night, 637 

Insect Life, Freshwater Crustacea, Larve, and 
other, 376 

Trish Agitation and English Sportsmen, 167 

Ireland, Angling in, 179 

Ireland, Fishing in, 230 

Ireland, North of, Flies for the, 341 

Trish Fishing Notes, 280, 503, 533, 546, 558, 563, 
585, 603, 614, 640 

Isle of Man, Fishing in the, 179 

Jzaak Walton Angling Soc’ety, Report on Jan. 6, 
7—Jan. 20, 32—Jan. 27, 44—Feb. 3, 56—Feb. 
17, 77—Feb. 24, 92—March 3, 10o0o—March Io, 
117—April 21, 185—June 9, 280—June 23, 300 
—July 14, 336—July 21, 348—Aug. 4, 385— 
Aug. 11, 393—Aug. 18, 406—Aug. 25, 419— 
Sept. I, 436—Sept. 8, 443—Sept. 15, 454— 
Sept. 29, 478—Oct. 6, 491—Oct. 20, 514—Oct. 
27, 526—Nov. 3, 538—Nov. 10, 555—Nov. 17, 
566—Dec. 1, 587—Dec. 15, 610—Dec. 29, 649 

Izaak Walton Anglirg Society, Worcester, Report 
on Nov. 3, 538 


Izaak Walton, to the Memory of, 619 
ACK and Tench Fishing at Elstree, 497 
J Jack Fishing and the Lea Couservancy, 365 
Jack taking a Gentle, 230 

Jardine’s, Mr., Exhibition of Stuffed Fish, 533 

Jordan in its Glory, 38 

Jovial Anglers, Report on Jan. 6, 7 

Junior Piscatcrial Society, Report on May 19, 232 
July 21, 349—July 28, 360—Aug 4, 386—Sept. 
15, 454—Uct. 13 508—Oct. 27, 526 


ELSO Angling Society. 241 

K Kelt, or Fresh-Run Fish, 152, 201 

Kendal and Reddi‘ch Hooks, 293 

Kennet Trout, 423 

Kennet Trout, Fine Specimen, 455 

Kennet Trout, A 29-inch 506 - 

Kennet ‘‘Sug,’’ The, 543 

Kensington, Fish at, 395 

Kessel] and Sons’ Self- Acting Fountains, 382 

Kidderminster, Angling Prospects and Poachers near, 
204 

Kidderminster United Brothers’ Angling Society, 
Report on Jan. 6,7 

Killarney, Fishing in the Lakes of, 370 

Killarney, Ross Castle, 375 

Killarney Salmon Fishing, 374 

Killarney, The Lower and Turk Lakes, 375 

Killing Fish out of Season, 311 

Kill on the Garry, A, 653 

King fisher Angling Society, Report on Jan. 20, 32— 
Feb. 10, 69 

Kingsland Prothers’ Angling Society, Report on 
June 30, 312—July 7, 324—July 14, 336— 
Aug. 4, 386 

Kingswood ard District Angling Association, Re- 
port on Jan. 27, 44—Sept. 8, 443 

King’s Langley, Fishing near, 330 

King’s Preservative Powder, 140, 153 

Kingston, Good Sport at, 472 

Knights of Knightsbridge, Report on June 9, 280— 
June 23, 300—June 30, 312—July 7, 324— 
July 14, 336- July 21, 349—Aug. 4, 386— 
Aug. II, 393—Aug. 25, 419—Sept. 1, 436— 
Sept. 8, 443—Sept. 15, 454—Sept. 22, 467— 
Oct.-13, 508— Nov. 3, 538—Noy. 24, 574 

Knotting Hair Casts 543, 557 

Kyles of Bute, The, 623 


ANDSCAPE with Cattle, Deeside. 
wold Isys, M.A., 570 

lamprey, A Very Fine, 246 

Larkhall Angling Scciety, 
Dinner of, 160 

Larkha'l Angling Society, Report on Mar. 10, 117 
—Mar. 17, 129—Aug. 18, 406—Oct. 20, 514 

Larkham, John, Death of, 606 

Lea, All-round Fishing in the, 179 

Lea Conservancy, Jack Fishing and the, 365 

Lea, Fishingin the. By J. P. Wheeldon, 145 

Lea Fish and Fishing, 165, 179 

Lea, River, On the, 631 

Legal, &c , 581 

Legislation, Sentimental, 346 

phe Angling Society, 241—Report on Sept. 1, 
43 

Leicester, Fishing near, 214 


By Cots- 


Ninth Anniversary 
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Leicester Granby Angling Cub, Report on Mar. 31, 
149 

Leicester Harcourt Angling Club, Report on Nov. 3, 
538 

Leicester Jolly Anglers’ Club, Report on Sept. 1, 
436—Oct. 13, 508 

Leicester Olive Branch Angling Club, Report on 
May 26, 248 

Leeds Rockingham Angling Society, Report on 
June 30, 312—Dec. 1, 587 

Library of Old Fishing Books, 534 

Light Lines, The Tournament aad the Use of, 
268 

Lines, A Splendid Waterproofing for, 4, 45 

Lines, Dressing for, 580, 591, 605 

Lines, Redressing for, 605 

Lines, Waterproofing, 605, 617, 652 

Line, Twisted, 580 

Lincoln Angling Society, Report on July 7, 324— 


July 14, 336—July 21, 349—Ang. 11, 393— 
Aug. 25, 419—Sept. 8, 443—Sept. 15, 455— 
Sept. 22, 467—Oct. 13, 5v8—Nov. 17, 566— 


Nov. 24, 574—Dec. 8, 602 

Littlebourne, Fishing near, 341 

Little Independent Angling Society, Report .on 
Jan. 6, 7—Jan. 13, 20—Jan. 20, 32—Jan. 27, 
44—Feb. 3, 56—Feb. 10, 69—Feb. 17, 77— 
Feb: 24, 92—Mar. 3, 100—Mar. 17, 129— 
Mar. 31, 149—May 26, 248—June 9, 281— 
June 23, 300—June 30, 312—July 14, 306— 
July 21, 349—July 28, 361—Aug. 4, 386— 
Aug, II, 393—-Aug. 18, 406—Aug. 25, 419— 
Sept. 1, 436—Oct. 6, 491 

Liverpool Angling Association, 485 

Liverpool Angling Association, Report on Jan. 20, 
32—Mar. Io 117—Mar. 24, 139—April 7, 164 
—May 26, 248—July 7, 325—July 28, 361— 
Aug. II, 393—Sept. 29, 478—Oct. 13, 508— 
Nov. 24, 574 

Liverpool Central Angling Association, Report on 
Feb. 24, 92—Mar. 3, too—July 21, 349— 

_ Nov. 24, 575 ely 

Live Salmon at the Exhibition, 282 

Loch Lomond Angling Club, Report on May 26, 
249 

Lech Lomond, View on, 623 

Lock and Weir at Richmond, The Proposed, 562 

Lodden, Preservation of the, 472 

Lodden and Wraysbury Fisheries, 485 

Lodden, The, and the Reading and Henley Asso- 
ciations, 497 

London Anglers, Better Organisation of the, 258 

London and County Discount Company, 340 

London and South-Western Railway Angling Club, 
Report on Feb. 10, 69—Feb. 24, 92—April 28, 
2co—Aug. II, 393 

Lough Conn, Fishing on, 413 

Lough Conn and Mount Nephin, 378 

Lough Reagh, Jreland, 425 

“ Sug,’’? The Kennet. 543 

Lune, The, 346 

Lynn Angling Association,. 16—Meeting of, 28— 
Annoal Dinner of, 52 ; 


Nie eae By Philip Foster, M.D., 
644 


Machine-made and Devonshire v. Redditch Flies, 
568 

Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Thames Angling 
Association, Annual Meeting of, 208 

Maidstone Angling Club, Report on April 14, 172 

Maidstone Angling and Medway Preservation 
Society, Report on June 30, 312 

Maitland’s, Sir James, Fishery, 593 

Malmgren, Prot., v. Fish Culture, 621 

Manchester and District Amalgamated Anglers’ 
Association, Report.on Feb. 24, 93—May 19, 


253 

Marlborough Angling Society, Report on Sept. 1, 
436—Dec. 29, 649 

Martham, Norfolk, Fishing at, 412 

Marylebone Angling Society, Report on Sept. 22, 
467—Sept. 29, 479—Oct. 6, 491—Dec. 1, 587 
—Dec. 8, 602 

Mepledurham Mill, on the Thames, 635 

Matches, Pegged Down, 82, 94 

May-fly Treat, An Unexpected, 247 

Medway, Illegal Fishing in the, 229 

Memory, 229 

Metrepolitan Angling Scciety, Report on Dec. 8, 
602—Dec. 15, 610—Dec. 29 649 

Minnows, How to Kill, 80 

Mole, A Day on the, 366 

‘¢Momser”’ ? What is a, 486, 497 

Mundella Act, The, 152 

Mondella Act, Convicticn under the, 221 

Mutual, The Gloucester, Angling Club, Report on 


June 23 301—Aug. 11, 393 


N ATIONAL Fish Culture Association, 13—Re- 
port of Meeting, 25, 31, 37—american Notes 
on the, 46 97 451 
Natural Baits, The Preservation of, 83, 94, 118, 140 
Ness, Free Fishing Days on the River, 79 
Netting of Reservoirs, 361 
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Netting on the 16th of June, 341 
Netting the Wye, A £20 Fine for, 425 
Netting the River at Staines, 532 
Netting in the River Lea. Conviction for, 313 
Net, An Irish Fisherman Drowned in His, 377 
New Fish Market in the City, The, 192 
Newport, Mon., View of, 623 : 
New Walton and Cotton Angling Society, Report | 
on Nov. 3, 539—Nov. 24, 575—Dec. 8, 602 
Newark and Muskham Fishery Association, Report 
on Sept. 22, 467 
New Zealand, Trout Fisbing Extraordinary in, 140 
New Zealand, Trout Fishing in, 98 
Night Fishing in the River Lea, 431, 449 ~ A 
Night Fishing and the Thames Fishery By Laws, 
532 
No Monopoly, 652 
Norfolk Angling Society, 224, 262 
Norfolk An;ling Society, Report on Mar, 3, 100— 
Mar. 10, 117—Mar. 31, 149 —May 5, 212 ~ 
Norfolk Broads, 460 
Norfolk Broads, A Noted Visit to the, 404, 423 
Norfolk, Fishing in, 345 
Norfolk and Suffolk, A Guide for Anglers in, 370 
Norfolk Tidal Waters, 484 
North Britons (Leicester) Angling Society, Report 
on Oct. 27, 526 
North-West of lreland, Fishing in the, 370, 378 
North-Western Angling Society, Report on Jan. 6, 
7—Jan. 27, 44—Feb. 24, 93—Mar. 3, 10oo— 
Mar. 10, 117—Mar. 17, 129—May 19, 233 
June 9, 281— June 30, 312—July 7, 325—July : 
336—Aug. II, 394—Aug. 18, 406—Sept. I, 436— - 
Sept. 8, 443—Sept. 15, 454—Sept. 22, 467— 
Sept. 29, 479—Oct. 13, 508—Oct. 20, 515—- 
Oct. 27, 527—Nov. 10, 555—Nov. 24, 575— - 
Dec. 15, 610 
Norwich Angling Club, Annual Dinner of the, 527 
Norwich Piscatorial Society, Report on Sept. 15,_ 
454—Annual Dinner of, 610 
Notes and Queries, 11, 76 
Notes on the Eel, 359 
NOTICES OF BOOKS: 
_Angling in Great Britain. 
(‘* Red Spinner ’’), 585 
An Angler's Strange Experiences. By Cotswold’ 
Isys, M.A., 537 
British Angling Flies, 429 
British Fisheries Directory, The, 429 
arin New Large Quarto Illustrated Catalogue; . 
29 
Fairy Book, A Charming, 452 
Fish: their Habits and Haunts. 
Prouty, 625 
Fisheries Exhibition—Hand-books and Papers, . 
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By William—Senior— 


By Lorenzo’ 


428 
Fishing with the Fly. Sketches by Lovers of the 
Art, 628 : 
Greater London, A. Narrative of its History, i s 
People, and its Places. By Edward Walford, 
M.A., 628 
Hardy Brothers’ Angling Guide and Price List,- 
219 * 
Literature of Sea and River Fishing. By J. J. 
Manly, M A., 561 
Norfol« Broads and Rivers. 
Davies, 501 
Scottish Loch Scenery, 624 
Scotland, Rambles in the Highlands and Islands 
of, 452. 
Shakespeare as an Angler. 
combe, M.A., 465 
The Army and Navy Album, II 
The New Crusades. By ‘‘ Saladin,’ 11 
The Secrets of Angling. By John Denny, Esq.,. 
405 
yespen and Cotton, New Edition of the Works 
cl, 440 
Nottingham Clubs, List of, 313 
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Royal Piscatorials, Report on March 24, 139 
Roughs who call themselves Anglers, 485 


Rudd, 485, 497, 507 
Russia, A Note from, 532 
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Salmon Disease from the Wye, Departure of, 404 

Salmon Flies, Some Scotch, 62 

Salmon Flies, Standard Colours for the Manufac-« 
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Sheffield Anglers’ Association, Report on Mar. 10, 
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—March 3, 101—March 10, 117—March 17, 129 
June 23, 301—June 30, 313—July 7, 325—July 
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02 
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Spawning Season, A Late, 202, 214 

Spinning, Directions in Nottingham, 71, 81 

Spinning for Trout from the Reel, 10, 35 

Spinning in the Nottingham Style, 95 

Spirit, Pure and Methylated, 70 

Spring Flies for Trout, 85, 123 

Sportsman Angling Club, Sept. 8, 443 

Sport at Kingston, 460 

Sport on Ormesby Broad, 424 

Sport with Methylated Baits, 431, 460 

St. Alban’s Angling Society, Report on May 5, 212, 
Oct. 13, 509 

St. George’s Universal Angling Society, Birming- 
ham, Annual Dinner of, 602 

St. Ives, Hunts, Fishing at, 294 

St. John’s Angling Society, Report on May 5, 212 
—July 14, 337—Sept. 1, 436—Sept. 22, 467 

St. Margaret’s, A Day at, 563 

Standard Uolours. By Geo. M. Kelson, 561, 590 

Standard Colours, 592 

Stanley Anglers’ Society, Report on Jan. 6, 7— 
Jan. 20, 32—Jan. 27, 44—Mar. 17, 130—May 26, 
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Star Angling Society, Report on June 30, 313 

Strawson’s Waterproof, 23 

Steam Launch Act, The New, 644, 649 

Steam Tugs and Launches, Re, 581 

Steam Tugs, Pace of, on the Thames, 652 

Stebbings, Mr., Testimonial to, 165 

Stepney Angling Society, Report on Oct. 13, 509 

Stiff Rods, 449 

Stoke-upon-Trent Angling Society, Report on 
June 23, 301—July 7, 337—July 21, 349— 
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Stoke Newington Angling Society, Report on 
Jan. 13, 21—Jan. 27, 44—May 12, 220— 
June 16, 294—July 7, 337—July 21, 349— 
July 28, 361—Aug. 4, 386—Aug. 18, 406— 
Sept. 1, 436—Sept. 15, 455—Sept. 22, 467— 
Sept. 29, 479—Oct. 13 509—Nov. 3, 539 

Strange Case, 419 

Stuffed Fish, Mr. Jardine’s Exhibi'ion of, 533 
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Subscriptions, Tes'imonial to Mr. Greville Fennell, 
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Sunday Society, The, 437 

Surrey Piscatorials, Report on Jan. 13, 20—Feb. 17, 
77—Mar. 3, 100—Mar. 17, 129—April 7, 164 
—April 21, 185—April 28, 200-—July 14, 337— 
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Swimming the Worm, 617 : 

Sycamore and Cockbrook Angling Club, 270 

Syston Angling Society, Report on Mar. 24, 139 
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Teddington Weir, Thames Trout at, 187 
Tempsford and Blunbam, 556 
Tench from Coate Reservoir, Another Large Haul 
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Testimonial to Mr. T. Hoole, 451, 500, 580, 589, 
593, 651 

Testimonial to Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, 246, 399, 563, 
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Thames Ang'ing Preservation Society, Forty- fifth 
Anniversary Banquet, 310 

Thames Angling Preservation Society, 277, 334, 
417, 562 

Thames si Haliiford, View of the, 630 

Thames, A Week's Trout fishing in the, 266 

Thames Bait Net, The, 477 f 

Thames, Bank Fishing After Dark in the, 520 

Thames By-laws, The New, 476 

Thames Dace, Fly-fishing for, 282 

Thames Fish, Recovery of, 277 

Thames Fishery By-laws, 507, 521 ‘ 

Thames Fishery By-laws, Extracts from, 495 

Thames Fishery Conviction, Important, 473 

Thames Fishing, Roach and Chub. By ‘ Creel,”’ 

. 88 

Thames Flounder Fishery, 550 

Thames Fishermen, A Plea for, 33, 47, 57, 59, 69, 
71, 81 

Thames Fishermen and the Exhibition, 520 

Thames Fishermen, Jealousy among, 495 

Thames Fisherman's Society, The, 651 

Thames Fishermen, Registered, 615 

Thames Fishermen's Provident and Benefit Society, 
81, 95, 118, 152, 221, 224 

Thames General Angling Season, 277 

Thames, High Tides and the, sor 

Thames or ‘Fleet,’? The, at Old Windsor. 
J. P. Wheeldon, 499 

Thames Professionals Fishing, 282, 293, 318 

Thames Professionals Fishing by Themselves, 325, 
329, 330, 341, 345 “ 

Thames River-Keepers, Seasonable Entertainment 
to, 40 

Thames, Salmon in the, 142 

Thames-side Notes, 277 

Thames, The Condi ion of the, 74 

Thames, The Opening Day in the, 297 

Thames, The Proposed New By-Laws, 298 

Thames Trout-Fishing. By J. W. Wheeldon. No. 
1—Spinning, 157. No. 2—Spinning and Live 
Baiting, 169. Luck, 205 

Thames, Trout and Carp for the, 330 

Thames Trout, Taking Undersized, 405 

Thames Trouting, 184, 252, 268 

Thames Trouting, Capture of a Fifteen-Pounder, 
246 

Thames Trout Season below Staines, Progress of, 
254 

Thameser, A Fine, 221 

That which should aecompany Old Age, 253 

The Anglers, 645 

The Battle of the Styles, 34 

The British and Irish Anglers’ Union, 644 

The Early Rising Spring Bed, 8 

The Thames Bank Angler, 391 

The Thames Fishery By-Laws, 391 

The Royal Berks Szed Establishment Angling 
Ass ciation, 16 

The New Steam Launch Act, 644, 649 

The Phantom Fisher, 503 

The Semi-public Fishing at Winchester, 41 

Thornhill’s Christmas List, 620 

Tiverton Fishing Association, 41 

Tiverton-on-Avon, Trout: Fi-hing at, 139 

To Our Readers, 619 

To a Friend, 653 

Too Long a Close Season, 221 

Torcross Ley, South Devon, 544, 605 

Tottenham, The Le: and Sewage Works at, 404 

Tournament, The American Angling, 533, 537 

Tournament, The American Casting, 9 

Tournament, A Handsome Prize for, 269 

Tournament, Prizes for the, 276 

Tournament, Prizes, Distribution of the, 317 

Tournament, The Forthcoming, 252 

Tournament, The, Past and Future, 282 

Toxford, Suffolk, Fishing near, 139, 153 

Transvaal, The, 197 

Trendell, Mr. Herbert, Presentation of a Testimonial 
to, 608 

Trent, Tne, Higher Reaches, 221 

Trout, A Mill Stopped by, 589 

Trout, An Eleven-Pound New Zealand, 515 

Trout and Carp for the Thames, 330 

Trout Eating Trout Eggs, 579 

Trout Eggs, Appearance of, 107 

Trout Catching, 277 

Trout Choked by a Toad, 214 

Trout Culture, 606 

Trout, Doubls Capture of a, 254 

Trout Fishing Case, 518 

Trout Fishery at Canterbury, 298 

Trout Fishing, 395 

Trout Fishing, A Last Day’s Avon, 471 

‘Trout Flies for April, 146 

Trout Flies for March, 97, 111 

Trout Fishing in New Zealand, 98 

Trout Fishing in North of England, 166 

Trout Fishing Record, A New Zealander’s 453 

Trout Fishing, Wonderful, 473 
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Trout, Gillaroo, 378 

Trout in Ireland, 562 

Trout, Ova in, 424 

Trout Poaching in Wensleydale, 70 

Trout Rods, The Proposed Tax on, 95 

Trout Season, The Thames, 145 

Trout Streams, Enormous Increase in Value of, 495 

Trout, The Big, 293 

Trout, Wandle, ia 

Trout, Wasp Grub Fishing for, 427 

Trouting Reminiscence, A. By R. B. Marston, 636 

Tunbridge Fish Preservation Society, Report of 
Annual Meeting, April 14, 173 
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Undersized Thames Trout, Taking, 405 
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United London Anglers, Concession by ‘Great 
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United London Anglers, Report on Feb. 3, 56— 
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United London Anglers’ Committee, 270 
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NOTIGH. 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle 
for Notice, Books for Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor 
of THE FISHING GAZETTE, lVo. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
and should reach the office not later than Tuesday morning. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to 
return rejected MSS., unless accompanied with a_ stamped 
addressed envelope. te 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only 
and give their real names and addresses, not necessarily as 
signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith 
Unless this rule be adhered to no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be 
obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, 
and of the following, amongst other Fishing Tackle Dealers in 
London and the Provinces :— 


Messrs. Alfred and Son, Moorgate-street. 

essrs Price and Co., 8, Seymour-street, Euston-square, N.W 
Messrs, Williams and Co., Great Queen-street. 
Messrs. Gee and Co., St. Andrew’s-street, St. Martin’s-lane, 
Messis. Gee and Co., Gray’s Inn+lane Tacar Holborn end). 
Messrs. Little and Co., Fetter-lane, E.C. 
Messrs. C. Kewell and Sons, 197, St. John-street-road, E.C. 
Messrs. Kewell and Co., ra, Conduit-street, Regent-street, W. 
Mr. y Richards, 97, Church-street, Paddington. 
Mr. W. Leader, 30, Upper Marylebone-street, Portland-place, W 
Me, — Clark, 35, Wells-street, Camberwell. 
Mr. Geo. Read, 91, Goldsmith’s-row, Hackney-road, E. 
Mr. A. Bulmer, 62, Wandsworth-road. - 
Mr, F. Oliver, 188, Great College-street, Camden Town. 
Mr. J. E. Gold, 284, Waterloo-road. 
Mr, D. W. Willoughby, 21, Lombard-market, Battersea, 8.W. 
Mrs. Fs Y. Brocas, 4, Mill-street, Conduit-.treet, Hanover-square, W 
Messrs. Gillett and Co., 40, Fetter-lane, London. 
Mr. Alfred Young, ‘* The Golden Perch,” 1748, Oxford-street, W. 
Mr. T. Barnett, 26, Church Street, Lisson Grove, N.W. 
Mr i; Smith, 7, Tottenham Court Road; London. 
Mr. Edwin Stevens, Newsagent, 220, Kentish Town Road, 


: é or 


Mr. B, R. Banbridge, 74 and 75, High Street, Eton, Bucks, 
Mr. Cowan, 33, South Frederick-street, Edinburgh. 
Mr, H. Whitty, 15, Basnett-street, Liverpool. 
Mr. C.J. Greene, 54, London-street, Norwich. 
i amsbottom, 81, Market-street, Manchester. 
: Mr. James Gregory, Vyse-street, Birmingham, 
s Mr. Wm. Bailey, Aan. 1, Sabina-street, Nottingham. 
Messrs, Nutting and Co., 70, Edgbaston-street, Birmingham; 
Messrs. W. C,and J. Penny, Booksellers, Froome. 
Mr. E. Perks. Evesham-street, Redditch. 
Mr. J. Walsh, Bookseller, 5, Harpur-street, Bedford, 
Messrs. H. and C, Treacher, Booksellers, Brighton. 
Messrs, Gaynor and Son, ro, Royal-terrace, Richmond, Surrey, 
Messrs. O’Handlen and Co., 48, Victoria and Temple-street, Bristol. 
Mr. Wilkes, Gunmaker, Leeds. 
Messrs. Cayless and Sons, Midland Tent Works, Loughborough, 
.Miss G. Wells. 1, Sussex-street, Nottingham, 
Mr. Wm. Atkinson, Fishing Tackle Maker, Lancaster and Kendal, 
Mr. John Wells, 4, London-road, Nottingham, 
Messrs. M tchell and Co., 50, Market-street, Manchester. 
Mr. i Croisdale, 56, Briggate, Leeds. 


hy 


Mr. John Keeling, the Golden Salmon, 7, Digbeth, Birmingham. 
Mr. John Heywood, Manchester. 

Mr. John Cocks, Baker Street, Weybridge, Surrey. 

Mr. Wm, Reid, Northgate, Darlington. 

Mr. R. Pearsall, 11, Great Western Arcade, Birmingham, 
Mr. G. T, Gibbons, 10, Bridge Street, Salisbury. 

Mr. Thos. Heppleston, Manchester. 

Mr, J. Perry, Minster Parade, Reading. 

Mr, 5. Dale, 7, St. John Street, Nottingham, 

Mr. H.: Rooth, 88, Prospect Street, Hull. 

A.W. Warner, 35, Cannon Street, Birmingham. 


Newsvendors can obtain the journal through their London Agents 





*," The ‘‘ FISHING GAZETTE” SPINNER (Registered) is sold by 
all the above firms. - 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United 
Kingdom is 8s.; or post free, ros. 6d. 
To any part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual 
Subscription, including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

All communications respecting advertisements must be addressed 
to the Manager of THE FISHING GAZETTE, Wo. 12, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C. 

'N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money 
| Orders must be made payable to Messrs. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON 
AND Co., the Proprietors, 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
ay EXHIBITION. 
REMOVAL. oF - OFFICES. 


\ X JE are officially informed that the Offices of the Exhibition 
have been removed from 24, Haymarket, to Exhibition 
Xoad, South Kensington. . 
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A’ WORD TO OUR READERS. 


WE take the opportunity offered by the commencement of 

the seventh yearly volume of the Gazurrz, to thank our 
subscribers and contributors and advertisers for the hearty 
manner in which they have supported our efforts to make the 
paper as interesting and valuable as possible. As we have said 
in previous years, the more our circulation increases, the more 
shall we be able to improve the paper. 

From the numberless encouraging letters received from all 
parts of the world—though principally, of course, from British 
anglers at home, we feel justified in thinking that our efforts 
have been appreciated. It is our aim to keep our readers 
thoroughly well posted up in all matters relating to angling, 
fish-culture, fisheries exhibitions, &c., whether English or foreign. 
No one is better aware than we are that the Gazerre could be 
greatly improved ;—we are told this now and then by gentlemen 
who, after enumerating half-a-dozen ways—well known to us, 
but not quite possible at present—in which there is rcom for 
improvement, invariably wind up with the suggestion that the one 
and only way to improve this paper is to place the editorship in 
their hands, give them a big salary, and pay them well for their 
But these are only occasional experiences, and while 
indicating the disease, the writers—as we -have pointed out— 
very kindly also point outthe remedy! Nor is it from any in- 
ability on our part to see the matter from their point of view, 
which prevents such benign influence being brought to bear on 
the fortunes of the GazErre. 

The feature of the year before us is, of course, the Great Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition. This will be undoubtedlya grand 
success, and we intend to devote special space to descriptions of 
it. The recently established National Fish Culture Association 
of Great Britain and Ireland, appears to have a great future 
before it ; but all who-care for the preservation and improvement 
of our fisheries must help. We wish our readers all a prosperous 
New Year, and may the best wind blow when they go a-fishing, 





FLY-FISHING-SPINNING.—III. 


‘¢TTuRRVING TO CATCH THE BEGINNING OF THINGS IS GRASPING 
AT SHADOWS.” 


HAPPY New Year—for a Happy New Arlt—to you all, my 
4 fly-fishing readers! And to all other the readers of the 
Fisuine GazettE aNew Year in all but the Absence of that New 
Art as Happy ! 

That the engravings of the tackle to illustrate the New Art were 
prematurely printed.in my first: article was, let us presume, but 
owing to Old Father Christmas, the Merry Old Soul, having taken 
it into his head to crack a harmless practical-joke at the expense 
of the New Year, and called inthe Lord of Misrule to play his 
little Game of Mischief in the matter. If, then, we just call in Mr. 
Merry-man, the Tormentor, out of the nearest New Year’s Panto- 
mine, to return the Compliments of the Season—par derriére, or @ 
parte post—to my Lord of M., need it be for a very-red-hot-poker- 
revenge P 

And now let me correct, or re-correct a slightly incorrect pros 
duction of the press, which appears in my second article. I must 


| set it right at once, orI shall not only be leaving my readers in a 


maze or an amazement, but I shall also be having a certain Dread- 


ful, Terrible morning-paper coming out with another, and no in- 


| definite, article of light and leading 





g, covering me again with all the 
glory of its banter, as being the most incorrigible propounder of 
‘¢ piscatorial conundrums ”’—puzzling as the Riddle of the Sphinx, 
or the Riddling of the Bards. 

‘¢ Confusion, and illusion, and relation, 
Elusion, and occasion, and evasion.” 


For what was written was: 
‘“A four-plait, ‘gossamer ’-gut winch-line ought to be 
a good line for our new style of fishing. Qvd maiden-hair, 
care, of course, would have to be taken that it had not 
rotted, through the application of ‘ Auri-comus,’ or other 
the concoction in any like ‘ capillary attraction.’ ”’ 


But what is printed-is : 


‘A four-plait, Qué maiden-hair ‘ gossamer ’-gut winch- 
line ought to be a good line for ournew style of fishing, 
care, of course, would ‘have to be taken that it had not 
rotted, through the application of ‘ Auri-comus’ or other 
the concoction in any like ‘ capillary attraction.’ ” 

Now that, certainly, both looks and sounds a little odd. Ah, 
but though the printer 
“moves in a mysterious way his wonders to perform,” 
he does perform them. I catch his drift, 
** dark, with excess of light.” 
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Knowing all my weakness for the mysterious and the oracular, he 
would, in that most Magian or Sibylline manner call to my mind 
that I had wholly ignored one all-important kind of winch-line 
—Hair-and-Gut—the fairest-and-finest form of which would, of 
course, be Maiden-Hair-and-Gossamer-gut. He may also, very 
possibly, have sought to hint at an ending of the Hair v. Gut 
controversy, as happy as that of the Wars of the Roses—in a 
wedding of the high-contending parties. So be it! 


** We will unite the white rose and the red: 
Smile heaven upon this fair conjunction, 
That long have frown’d upon their enmity ! 
What traitor hears me, and says not amen?” 


How, then, could | find it in my heart to repeat those woe-ful Ger- 
man quasi-elegiacs : ; 


‘‘Der verfluchte Drucker hat eine schrechliche 
Verwirrung mit meinen Anmerkungen zu 
Jhrem Artikel von letzer Woche gemacht. 

Der Kerl verdient Priel.” 


I note your little foot-note, and hold up my hands, and bow 
down my head, mine Editor! Zvranseant! Let us get on, and get 
to work ! 


In the last preceding article we considered the kind of rod, 
and winch, and winch-line which are best adapted to this form 
of fishing. We come now to the spinning-tackle. For 
ordinary trout Ward uses about 3 yards of very fine drawn-gut, 
duly tapered, the lower-end being nearly, if not quite, as fine as 
your Bulmer’s “‘ gossamer”’-gut, Mr. Editor. The taper should 
be sufficiently marked to ensure that any breakage shall be not far 
from the hooks. I almost always break in the length of gut on 
which the hooks aremounted. But then I always make up my 
own tackles, and am very particular about having a true. taper, 7.¢., 
one just sufficient to ensure such a place of breakage, and to 
have no flaws at the knots. For ordinary brook or river trout, up 
to a pound, with an occasional two-pounder, very fine drawn-gut 
on a pliant rod, in a light hand, is strong enough in the great 
majority of cases. For that reason I do not think it worth while 
taking the trouble to bind knots on such tackle. If you break 
once upon a time with a small, or ordinary-sized fish, you can well 
afford to lose him and alittle bit of your tackle as well. The line 
is neater and cleaner-looking without knot-bindings, and perhaps 
catches more ordinary-sized fish in consequence, in the long run. 
But when I am fishing for trout of from 3 to 12 Ib., or so, I con- 
cedea /rifle in extra-size of gut to the wearing and tearing quali- 
ties of those magnificoes, and out of deference to their 
weight and strength, I carefully bind my knots. Recollect 
that in dispensing with binding you must draw your knots 


tighter, in order to avoid the gut drawing and the knot 
parting, when fishing. But—you are between Scylla and 
Charybdis. Tor a tighter knot means a weaker knot, by the 


nipping of the gut in the knotting. That the gut must be 
more or less nipped and weakened in the knotting I take to be 
an undoubted and—to anyone who has ever tied a knot in gut— 
an almost self-evident fact. But I should either cut off the gut- 
end quite close to the knot, or else I should leave a fair length 
of gut-end, and bind it. I do not think that any gut-end you 
might leave on at the knot which was so short as not to be ex- 
tremely troublesome in using the line—for very short gut-ends are 
most troublesome—would be long enough to be of any practical 
setvice in preventing the knot from slipping. And, after all, the 
bindings of my knots are not very showy, for I don’t cake them 
over with dark varnish, but only give them the slightest film of a 
light, transparent one, the silk beneath -being of the finest. It 
probably does not make much difference whether very fine drawn- 
gut is stained or not. Still, out ofan abundant caution, I do stain 
it. My favourite stain is the brown which comes from steeped 
walnut-leaves. And I have found gut stained in it, after having 
been stained the ordinary light-blue, become of a very excellent 
smoky-grey or neutral-tint, and with a cloudiness or absence of 
gloss which I have fancied the practical test, the running of the 
fish, has shown to be as little visible to them as it was to me. I 
have a notion that gut stained in walnut-leaf-juice has consider- 
ably less tendency to fray in the wear than‘unstained gut, and 
particularly than unstained drawn-gut has, the gut so stained be- 
coming indurated, or, as it were, tanned—in firmness, not in 
colour, I mean—by the stain. That may be an idle fancy; but it 
suggests the importance of ascertaining by experiments whether 
lines might not be hardened and strengthened by ‘some tanning 
process before being waterproofed. The grave-digger, to Hamlet's 
question, 


‘‘ How long will a man lie i’ the earth ere he rot?” 
Makes answer: 


‘‘T’ faith, if he be not rotten before he die—he will last you 
some eight year or nine year: a tanner will last you nine year.” 

‘* Why he more than another?” 

‘Why, sir, his hide is so tanned with his trade that he will keep 
out water a great while.” 

Now why cannot we first tan our fishing-line, and ¢hen water- 
proof it P 
great a while as a tanner’s hide. 


It might thus perhaps, keep out water for almost as — 


I use two of the very smallest steel*swivels on the gut cast, or. 


trace, or collar, or whatever else you like to call it, one swivel 
between the first and second lengths from the top, and the other 
between the last length and the next above it at the bottom. By 
aknot, without binding, I make a smallloop at the top of the 
trace, and, also with an unbound knot, makea rather larger loop, 
large enough to pass the baited-minnow, at the bottom-end of the 
trace. For the lower-loop I often, on the finer tackles, use 
gut quite as fine as the “‘ gossamer ”-gut. I like to have the lower- 
loop a shade weaker than any of the gut above it, notwithstanding 
that its fineness makes it sometimes, when wet and limp, a little 
troublesome in the unlooping. The loops, you see, are not atthe 
swivels. For the gut on which the hooks are mounted, I like a 


good, long length, finer thanany of the gut above it, so that it 


only may be the bit to break away if the tackle must come to grief. 
A small, knotted loop is made at the upper-end of that length of 
gut. Then, at two inches from the lower-end of it, I knot on to the 
line a branch-line of equally fine gut, about an inch and three- 


quarters long. Using fine, white ‘‘ gossamer ’’-silk, lightly waxed © 


with white wax, I bind two small treble-hooks of very fine wire 
on to the main-line, the upper-hook, which I bind on first, having 


the near-end of its shank 3-roths of an inch from the knot form-_ 


ing the junction with the branch-line, hereinafter called the 
junction-knot, and the lower-hook having the near-end of its 


shank about 1-15th of an inch from (or clear of) the severalcurves — 


of the upper-hook. 
of each hook asI can. That greatly strengthens these delicate 
hooks. To bind them only tothe top of the brazing is a great 
mistake. When that is done all or a great part of the strain 
in action is thrown upon the end of the wire at the top of the 


I continue the binding as high up the shank ~ 


brazing, and thus—the wire being so fine—the hook is very 


easily broken, as I know from considerable experience. 
varnish the bindings, merely fastening them with two or three 
knots. 
fine, quickly-wearing spinning-tackle. 
little frayed by the trout’s teeth—because they cannot get at it, 
the curves of the hook keeping them off it. The portion of the 


tackle which gets far most worn isthe first inch of the line above 


the junction-knot. The waxed-silk-binding, with the slight stain 
it takes from the fingers, approaches very closely indeed in colour 
to the light-brown sides of the minnow. 


I never ° 


For the plain, unvarnished binding always outlasts the . 
The binding gets very 


sedans eed ig Oe 


Now, turning the lower | 


end of the main-line, with its attached hooks, back out of the — 
way of my fingers, I bind one treble-hook on to the branch-line — 


at 
hook shall be neck-and-neck—or shall lie parallel—with the 
upper-hook on the main-line. You will, after turning back the 
extreme-end of the main-line in binding on the lower-hook, find 
that you have a little spare or waste line. That portion of the 
line—which was left for convenience of handling—you will cut off. 
A like remark applies as to the end of the branch-line. The 
full length of the spinning-flight from the junction-knot to the 
hindmost part of the curve—or middle of the back—of the lower- 
hookonthe main-line is a trifle over an inch and 1-5th—about 1-z0th 
ofan inch over it, A drawing of the spinning-flight is given in 
figure on next page. 

A reference from time to time to the following drawings of the 
tackle, baitedand unbaited—all of which—blurring with printer’s ink 
and premature publication being first discounted—are drawn (under 


guard of the compasses) by the hand of a cunning artist, to the life, — 


and tothe exact dimensions of the objects delineated—will be a con- 
siderable aid in understanding the description of the tackle and 
of the mode of mounting it. Those drawings, together with that 
description, should enable not only ‘‘ the crack” reader, but also 
“the ordinary” one (if any) to bait a minnow with unerring 
accuracy. Let every reader who thinks he may ever profit by 
them preserve them all, as though they were the apple of his eye. 
They may be hard to replace, if lost; and without them he might 


‘find himself—years after—in the dark,~ For 


“ Knowledge is of things we see.” 


And “ Science is Measurement.” I may tell him that, bearing in 
mind all the frailties of the Memory, and all the fallacies of the 
Imagination, I shall myself keep them all—both drawings and 
description—as carefully as I have advised him to do, and that as 
well for my own sake, as for the benefit of my friends. For I 
have found, even inthis very matter, how soon, how subtly, through 
the copy of a copy of a copy—to go no further from the original 


' —the true form or pattern.slips away. We need to have our 


ite linia ihe 


3-10ths of an inch from the junction-knot, so that the — 
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ibles of Weights and Measures, not always before our eyes or 
our ears, but ever at our hand or elbow. ~ 


I 





[he hooks I use—Ward’s pattern—I- obtain from his fishing- 
kle makers, Messrs. Nutting and Co., of 70, Edgbaston Street, 
mingham, who are, I observe, distributors of the Fisu1ne 
zeEtTF. ‘They have served him for many years to his entire 
isfaction. And I can from my own dealings with them endorse 
> good name he gives them. ‘These hooks are very fine in the 
‘e, as I have said, and have (in reality, if not now in effigy) small 
‘bs and needle-points. Thus they bury theirbarbs inthe leasttime, 
1 by the slightest force—a matter of the utmost importance, above 
with a flexible rod and fine tackle. If their points are not 


ually triangular, yet the filing they have received in the finishing - 


3 made them so nearly of that shape, that any slight deviation 
m it in hooks so fine in the wire, so short in the barb, and so 
irp at the point, is a matter of no practical consequence. True, 
ise hooks are very fragile, and not infrequently bend, and more 
quently still, break. But anglers worthy of that name do not 
y-a-days fish with cart-ropes and meat-hooks, whatever they may 
ve done in the dark-ages of those Dame-Juliana-days of ‘‘ good 
eing.” The manifold advantages of those little hooks far 
weigh all their disadvantages. ‘The trout don’t see them, and 
y very soon do feel them. For troutlets of four to the pound and 
ynwards—if no otherangling were at hand—I would use still 
aller hooks on the babyest of minnows, when such minnowlings 
‘e procurable. Very small trout do not, I have found, run 
sly at minnows, save very tiny ones. — For fly-fishing-spinning 
10st the smallest minnows are serviceable, provided the hooks 
| tackle be adapted to them. And in bright, hot weather and 
2 water, large trout are far more likely to be tempted by quite 
mall minnow than by even a medium-sized one, in my opinion. 
nd the great difficulty is to obtain minnows small enough. But 
igress. 

Seving mounted my hooks into a spinning-flight, I want a 
ly-lead for the minnow. ThisI proceed to fashion as follows. 
ake a bar or coil of lead-wire, about 1-1oth of an inch in 
meter, and cut off a piece 9-1oths of an Inch long—as shown 
a Il.—first straightening the lead, if necessary. ‘Then, 


ee 





placing the piece of lead cut off on some flat, wooden surface 
as the lid of a cigar-box, I take my pen-knife—which must not 
be sharp-to cut lead well—and run it lightly and not at all deeply 
round the lead, at say, 1-25th of an inch from what will become 
its upper-end, or the crown of its head. Next, I pare off Little 
chips of the lead, cutting down—not deeply—towards the nick | 
have just made round the lead, as shown in figure III. Con- 
tinuing my cutting down the lower part of the lead, I ultimately 
fashion a belly-lead forthe minnow of the size and shape shown 
in figure IV. This is the standard-size for the small minnows, 
preferable in this style of fishing. For larger minnows a some- 
what larger and heavier lead may be used with advantage. For 
a small minnow in quite low, clear water, especially when angling 
in a hot, bright, calm day at Midsummer, and with a very fine 
winch-line, I do not object to a still smaller and lighter lead. 
Angling under such conditions, the bait as well as the tackle, in 
all respects, can hardly be too fine and delicate. The smaller 
the minnow and the lead, the lighter the cast, and, particularly in 
gently-flowing water, the better the spin. The lower-part of the 
belly-lead is roughened by having three lines of notches cut 
round it down to the tail-end, as shown in figure IV. The notches 
are made by a cut, followed by a slight twist or turn of the pen- 
knife-blade in the cut, so as to open out the notch a Jittle more 
widely. The cutting is, as you see, towards the tail. The lead 
will thus slip easily down the minnow’s throat, but is prevented, 
as a rule, by the rough notches from slipping out again, 
after the wear and tear of the bait, or when it is a trifle too large 
for the lead. “Favilis est descensus Averni—sed revocare gradum ! So 
firmly is the minnow, if of the proper size and fit, generally fixed 
to the lead by those notches, that it will very often break, leaving 
its, the minnow’s, head only on the lead, rather than that the lead 
will slip or let the bait, as a whole, do so. But before I can use 
the belly-lead I must complete its head. This I do by piercing 
the head with a medium-sized darning-needle, boring it through 
from the centre of the outer-side (or crownof the head) slantingly, 
to the point or edge on the inside where the head and body or stem 
of the lead meet. There the needle’s point will come out. That 
spot is (or was) shown in figure IV. I push the needle right through 
the hole. And, if necessary, I enlarge the hole with a rather 
coarser needle. Note, that the use of two needles of different 
sizes saves both time and force in the boring, a “ wrinkle’? when 
you are making up a number of leads fora campaign. The leads 
could, of course, be moulded, if you don’t mind going to the 
expense of amould. When made of pure, soft lead, and smaller- 
headed than the one in the figures, leads are often lost or spoilt 
in the use by the hole wearing through to the circumference of 
the head, so that the lead becomes detached from the line. A 
little alloy in the lead, to harden it s/ightly, is a goodthing. And 
a little more thickness of the head will also tend to obviate the 
last-mentioned evils. For standard-sized leads (and baits) the 
head should not be smaller in circumference than is shown 
in the figures; for if smaller it is apt to slip between the 
minnow’s lips, and get too far into the mouth of the bait. The 
hole through the head of the belly-lead should be only just large 
enough to pass the knots on the spinning-tackle. 

I may add here that Messrs. Nutting are prepared to supply 
Ward’s tackle and the materials for it at the following prices— 
viz : 


Sue ds 
Single trace fie 36 es An cg tee 
Spinning-flight, with belly-lead,. be oe o 10 
Single belly-lead ., ws ce ms ve se OF 2 
Belly-leads, per dozen ., ae 5 ve wemete 29 
Single hook te me we i on wee Ouse La 
Hooks, per dozen,, oe ee s oe I 6 
Single swivel se sie 4c a 6 oO If 
Swivels, per dozen Se s an ee i as 
Gut-lengths, per dozen ,, » ., ‘ie o 6 
Hank of gut ‘i as A : 3.6 


Attaching the belly-lead to the spinning-flight in the way I 
have indicated, by threading the loop at the upper-end of the 
tackle through the pierced head of the lead, and then looping the 
tackle on to the gut-line above it—which we will assume is already 
looped on to the winch-line, and that already run up the rod—I 
proceed to bait the tackle. In practice this is usually done at 
the water-side: but for the convenience of continuing our re- 
ferences to the foregoing figures, we will violate the unities or 
proprieties of time and place, and will bait our tackle in this 
article, and then set out for the scene of slaughter in the next. 
But before I begin the baiting let me make one preliminary 
remark: the hooks should always be inserted in the order I am 
going to follow, because that is the natural order or sequence, 
to depart from which would entail certain unnatural, and, therefore, 
evil consequences. Choosing a small, white-bellied minnow of 
the size shown in figure V., I give him the coug-de-grace, and then 
thrust the lead down his throat, leaving the head of the lead to 
stand out, not very conspicuously, just above his nose. The head 
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of the belly-lead should not be pushed quite close up to the nose 
of the minnow, as the strain on the minnow in the casting will 
after a time, cause that effect. But if it is done in the first 
instance, in baiting the minnow, the head of the belly-lead is 
afterwards, by the strain in the casting, driven too far into. the 
mouth of the minnow. The hole on the inner-side of the head of 
the lead should always be under the throat of the bait, so that 
the hooks before the baiting are lying right under and along its 
belly. Keeping the branch-line of the spinning-tackle on one 
side of the minnow, and the main-line on the other, and out 
of the way, I take hold of the branch-line-hook with one hand, 
and with the other bending the minnow soas' to be able to insert 
the hook a Utéle further back towards the shoulder than I could 
do if the bait were kept straight, I fix one barb into its 
side 1-10th of an inch behind the cheek-bone or gill-cover, anda 
little more than half-way from the back towards the belly—in fact, 
just inside the white of the belly. For if the hooks are higher up 
—in the brown of the minnow—towards its back, the bait does 
not spin so well. ‘The extent to which the hooks stand off from 
the bait, how well they are placed to hook a fish, will be observed 
on an inspection of the figures V. to VIII. In the wear the 
hooks cut the sides of the bait at an angle, working their—the 
hooks’—way slightly on the slant, forwards towards the head, and 
downwards towards the belly of the bait, an effect which is none 
the worse for hooking a fish, however it may prejudice the appear- 
ance of the bait. Having hooked the branch-line-hook into one 
side of the minnow, I hook abarb of the upper-hook on the main- 
line into his other side, also 1-Ioth of an inch from the gill-cover, 
just opposite the branch-line-hook. Lastly, bending the tail-end 
ofthe minnow a /ittle towards me—still on the side I have last 
hooked into—I hook one barb of the lower-hook on the main- 
line into his slijhtly-bent side, just above the- vent, just at the 
commencement of the ventral fin, so as to give a zo/-sharp curve 
to the bait, as from various points of view is.shown in figures V. 
to VIII. And here be it above all remembered that the true spin 
of the minnow depends entirely upon the truth of the s/ight or 
gentle curve towards the tail—from the vent—which has just been 
made on the one side of the bait, coupled with the short reverse 
curve, or twist, or screw of the shoulder on or towards the other 
side. When on this tackle the minnow is curved in any other 
manner, or from any other point, it will not spin nearly so well, 
and if it is over-curved by a false position of the lower-hook on the 
main-line, beyond tbe vent towards the tail, it will spin with a 
wide, though quick, wobble, which is a far less natural and attrac- 
tive motion of the bait to the trout. And the truth of the curves 
of the minnow depends altogether upon the true or accurate posi- 
tions of the hooks, first on the line, and next in the bait. . Every 
species of spinning-tackle has its own special curves for imparting 
the most perfect spin which is attainable on that tackle. To make 
any natural-bait spin perfectly on any kind of tackle (without any 
so-so artificial aid, such as Chapman’s ‘ Waterwitch,” which acts 
by metal-pectoral-fins, that are not my fancy), requires a com- 
plete knowledge of the special curves essential for such purpose 
with that particulartackle. And thewant ofsuch knowledgceisalways 
a béte noir to a beginner, who hasalltolearn. Butlabor vincit omnia, 
Patience and perseverance will overcome all the difficulties, and 
give the knowledge, and the curve, and the spin, and the trout. On 
this tackle, made up larger, and on gimp, I caught 14 Dike out. of 
16 runs-~all the runs I had on it—-at Slapton Ley, in Octeber, 
1881. But revenons ¢ nos moutons, or let me return to my minnow. 
If he be larger than I like, or if, whether little or big, he has been 
preserved in undiluted spirits of wine, pure or methylated, which 
cazses his fins and tail to stand out rigidly and become opaquely 
white, I clip them off with a small pair of blunt-pointed scissors, 
which I carry safely in my waistcoat-pocket for such purpose. In- 
deed, if the minnow be large, I cut off a portion of the tail- 
end of his body. Those amputations improve the curve, 
which improves the spin, which improves the appearance 
of the bait, all which improve the appetite of the trout 
in a most marked manner. I will give you a case in point pre- 
sently. In the meantime I may just state that when using a large 
minnow upon this short and small-hooked tackle, even if the two 
front-hooks are inserted somewhat further back towards the 
shoulder of the bait (and to ensure hooking the trout—as well 
as for the spin—they should not be inserted very far back) still, 
to avoid’ an over-curve, the lower-hook on the main-line 
has to be inserted more or less on the head-side of the 
vent. Unless, therefore, a portion of the tail-end of the bait 
is cut off, the tail-curve will be both too sharp and too long, as well’ 
for the appearance as forthe spin of the bait. So much’ of the 
tail-end of the minnow should therefore be cut offas will leave the 
bait as nearly as may be of the shape or curve of the smaller one 
to which the tackle is a perfect fit. The part cut off should equal ® 
in length the distance at which the the lower-hook is forward! 
from the vent; because ina minnow of the proper size for the! 
tackle that hook would be hooked in immediately above the vent. ’ 


If in making-up the spinning-tackle Ihave inadvertently left too 
much line between the upper and lower hooks on the main-line, I 
remedy that defect by winding the excess of line round the shank 
of the upper-hook. Orif I have: left too little line—which prac- 
tically meansnoline at all—between those hooks, I simply hook the 
two front-hooks a trifle further back towards the shoulder of the 
bait—about 1-s5th ofan inch or less in all-—behind the gill-cover. 
And,now our minnow—little or big—is baited—well or ill—and is 
ready to be cast. But here we will break off. For your lesson to- 
day, O best of scholars! has been rather a hard one. And you are 
as yet inthe third form only, not the sixth: 


“And all work and no play, 
Make Jack a dull boy,” 


even in learning the jolly-art of fly-fishing-spinning, when that 
has to be learnt out of the. printed-page before the eye, and not 
with the rodin the hand and the river at the feet. or 

A, Rais oad, 





(Zo be continued.) 





A SPLENDID- WATERPROOFING FOR LINES. 


aps the spring of 1880, Herr Emil Weeger, president of the 

Briinn Piscatorial Society, Bavaria, sent us some samples of 
the “ Fisninc GazeTTE-Spinner,’’ and one had a gut trace and 
about a yard of reelline attached, This bit of line was so beauti- 
fully pliant and smooth that we wrote to Herr Weeger asking him 
where he bought such beautifully waterproofed line ; he wrote 
back at the time to say that he waterproofed the line himself. In 
consequence of a, move, his letter and many others got packed 
away and lost; but to our delight the parcel turned up unex- 
pectedly the other day, and we are now able to give our readers 
the very simple recipe. As A. R. I.E. L. (whose very capital 
papers on Fly-fishing-spinning are now appearing in the 
GAZETTE) is making sundry experiments in waterproofing lines, 
we hope he will give this a good trial. As faras we know, it is 
new to English anglers. 

Take a lump of solid paraffin (a white crystalline substance 
obtained from tar, &c.), melt it,* put the line into it, and let it 
soak well; take it out and remove the superfluous paraffin by 
passing and pressing the line between the fingers. When it is 
cold and stiff rub it with a piece of linen. Lines prepared in 
this way are very durable; in fact Herr Weeger informs us 
that he has used the same line, prepared in this way for over 
ten years, re-dressing it perhaps once a year. 

We strongly recommend this recipe to the notice of our 
readers, -having never seen a more beautifully smooth and 
thoroughly waterproofed line than the one referred to above. 
An undressed eight-plait silk line would be a good one to 
experiment with. 7 

i ene ne = | 


THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


A LARGE number of members attended at Masons’ Hall Tavern, on | 
Tuesday evening last, to hear Mr. Charles Bates read his paper on 
‘“Perch,” the chair being taken--by R. B. Marston, Esq., Editor of 
the FrsHING GAZETTE. ‘The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and confirmed, a rather warm and*piolonged discussion 
took place on matters relative to the committee, when the chairman | 
called on Mr. Bates.to. read-his paper, which proved to be an able 
essay, dealing very fully with the subject. Mr. Bates gave a careful 
outline of almost everything known relative to the perch, dealing with 
it both from a scientific and popular point of view. The paper was 
followed by an extremely interesting discussion, in which the chaird| 
man, Mr. Alfred Nuthall, Dr, Brunton, Mr. Crumplen, Mr. Slater, 
Mr. Jardine, and other members took part, all of them eulogising the 
paper read. All the speakers agreed that swans are the 
great enemy to the propagation of Thames perch; and a strong hope 
was expressed that the Crown and the Corporation would both protect 
the fishing by shutting up the swans during the spawning season 
Many other points were also brought under notice, showing th 
advantages resulting to anglers from the papers which are read. Ai 
the close of the discussion, a very hearty vote of thanks was unani- 
mously accorded to the chairman and Mr. Bates, the former receivin 
quite an ovation as he left the room. Mr. Marston made several valuable 
suggestions to the society during the evening, and was also kin 
enough to present them witha clever, framed American illustratio: 
(apropos of angling), which is now displayed on the wall. In addition 
to this, Mr. Marston was good*enough to bring with him two liy 
specimens of double-tailed fish, a small species of the carp tribe, 
which were handed round for the inspection of the members. These 
fish had been brought to Mr. Marston for identification from Lanca- 
shire, where they were caught in an engine pond by Mr. Warrener, of 
Manchester. Mr. Marston said they were a “sport” of the golden 
Pea ee et ee eee 








* Since writing the above we find that in the GAZETTE for April 20, 1880, 
we published some recipes for waterproofing lines and vamishing rods, taken 
from Hallock’s American Sportsman’s Gazetteer. One of them says, * Dissolv 
' paraflinin naphtha or benzoline + this makesa beautifully smooth dressing.”"—En, 
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carp. He will doubtless refer to them elsewhere. Mr, Marston urged 
the society to support the new Fish Culture Association to the utmost 
ofits power—the latter supplying a want much needed in this country. 

We may mention that matters of pressing interest are likely to be 
brought forward at the next meeting of the society, and all members 
are urged, if possible, to attend. 





THE UNITED STATES AND. THE EXHIBITION. 
THE LONDON. FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


THE work of gathering material for one of the most complete exhibits 
ot fishery products ever made is now going on. Professor G. Brown 
Goode, who had charge of the American exhibit at Berlin in 1880, will 
have the care of our display at: London. Thisis a guarantee of care 
in the selection and arrangement of the display. The great collection 
of the Smithsonian Institution and of the National Museum will be 
sent, together with much new material illustrating our fisheries and 
their products. A depot for a stowage of articles sent. from or near 
New York has been established by Mr. E. G. Blackford at Fulton 
Market, where he will receive all articles and attend to their shipment. 
Those who intend exhibiting should apply for space soon.—/orest 
and Streant. 





THE ANGLER’S DREAM. 


edie 
THE night was cold—a “nipping air!” 
’ I looked into the blaze, 
And saw some long-lost faces there, 
My friends of other days! 
Then seemed to stand heside a stream, 
Whilst yet the year was young ; 
~And sweetly in the Land of Dream 
A tender throstle sung. 


Il. 
The flowers of spring were blooming nigh, 
The beck was white with foam, 
And deftly did I cast my fly 
Into the troutlets’ home ! 
They madly dashed at the deceit, ' ie ee 
For they were blythe and bold ; 
But soon they glistened at my feet, 
Arrayedin redand gold! 


Ill. 

The welkin rung with softest song, 
White cloudlets swam above ; 

As I moyed dreamily along, 
The earth seemed full of Love! 

- I saw the marigold’s fierce fire, 

And felt the scented gale, 

And still the throstle did not tire 
Within that haunted vale! 


IV. 
‘Anon a pool lurked dark and deep, 
c Where lights and shades did play, 

And then my fly, with airy sweep, 
Was sped upon its way ! 

A sudden plunge that tried my art, 
A lusty trout—no doubt! 

Then did I waken with a start 
To find the fire—out! 


Brighton, December, 1882. ; F. B. DoVETON. 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By L. B. 


ON Monday evening, Jan. 1, 1883, the usual monthly meeting of the 
United London Anglers’ Central Committee took place at the Bald- 
Faced Stag, Worship Square. Finsbury, Mr. S. Morgan presiding. 
There was very little business transacted, and that purely of a routine 
nature; so we had quite an early night—the first for a very long 
time. 
A meeting of the committee of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies will be held at the Port- 
-man Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, this (Friday) evening. 
There are several matters ofimportance down for discussion, so it is 
hoped committee men will attend. My good friend, Mr. Herbert 
Vincent, writes from Watford to say ‘‘ the water is out, is wild, it’s 
all over the shop.” . 
_ There is nothing like beginning the new year well. So thought the 
joyial piscators of Watford when they fixed to have their third 
smoking concert on January I. The chair was taken by Mr. C. 
- Lovejoy; while Comical James occupied the vice. As usual, the 
- club-room was full of songsters. Mr. C. Lovejoy commenced the 
| harmony by singing ‘‘ The Warrior Bold.” Mr. James much amused 
' the members with two comic songs—‘‘ He’s Got ’Em On,” and “ The 
' Same Old Walk.” Mr, Spicer sang, in his usual brilliant style, 





‘‘Love’s Request,” and “At Anchor.” Mr. Williams played a piano- 
forte solo, ‘‘ The Vicar of Bray,” and on being encored, sang ‘“‘ That 
Naughty Little Boy.’ Mr. Ascon sang ‘“ Inthe Gloaming.’” Mr. 
Vincent, ‘‘ There’s Somebody Always at Home.” Mr. C. Haywood 
received great applause by singing ‘‘ The Powder Monkey,” ‘‘ Love’s 
Chase,” and “Sprung a Leak.” Mr. Lucas gave the old favourite, 
‘*Old Friends.” Mr. Samuel, ‘Give Me a Man with Honest 
Heart.” Mr. F. Haywood, ‘‘The Man in the Moon.” Mr. Bowers 
sang “Three Jolly Sailor Boys,” and on being encored, playeda 
medley composed by himself expressly for this concert, which gave 
the greatest satisfaction. Mr. Bigwood proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Chair and Vice-Chair, and to Messrs, Williams and Bowers for 
their great kindness in accompanying the singers, and with the 
National Anthem the proceedings terminated. The next concert will 
be held on the first Monday in l’ebruary. 

In a contemporary appears the follows :—‘ A freshwater aquarium. 

It is good news to hear that £3000 have been voted for a freshwater 
aquarium at the Great International Fisheries Exhibition, and it is 
still better, perhaps, to learn that it is to be permanently retained at 
South Kensington for the study of fish habits. Many collections of 
freshwater fish have failed; but this wi/l be dealt with from a scientific 
point of view.” 
* This is, indeed, good news, and let us hope will prove correct ; ifso, 
it will supply a want long felt, not merely by anglers and students of 
natural history, but by the public at large, to whom ‘“ fish and their 
habits’’ have hitherto been a sealed book. I do not wish to saya 
word to disparage those places of amusement styled ‘‘aquariums”’; 
indeed, they have done good service by keeping up the public interest 
in the subject, and in many cases led to a desire for further knowledge. 
But these places have hitherto been purely speculative ventures, and as 
such the proprietors have been justified in catering to the general 
public by supplying entertainments likely to meet the requirements, in 
almost every case making the aquarium, pwr ef s¢zple, a very second- 
rate consideration ; hence, empty or fungus-covered tanks, where the 
miserable inhabitants could be just seen, blurred and indistinct, but 
not recognised, like a friend in a London fog; or where the tanks have 
been kept bright and clean, the specimens thems2lves—or at least a 
considerable proportion of them—have been either apparently blind 
from a fungoid growth, had fins eaten away, or been o'herwise made 
unsightly by a kind of leprosy over other parts of their bodies —proving 
that the very primary conditions of keeping freshwater fish healthy 
were either not understood or neglected, 

I have been asked by several anglers how the testimonial to our 
veteran friend, Greville Fennell, was progressing? As there are, doubt- 
less, many who would like to hear, perhaps the secretary would 
kindly oblige by giving the information through the columns of the 
FiSHING GAZETTE. 

Among the clubs who have applied to become exhibitors at the 
Great International Fisheries Exhibition is the North Western Angling 
Society, who have asked for space for twenty-four cases of preserved 
fish. 

I am in receipt of along and amusing letter from a young friend, 
Mr. Stanley Isaac, who dates from Maldon, in Essex. I reproduce 
certain parts, in hope some of the readers of FISHING GAZ&TTE 
can help me to answer the question my correspondent asks. 

“You remember Maldon Hill? ell, that was very nearly washed 
into the salt water river, Blackwater, of which I have news for you, 
good yet bad; in fact, I want to see if anything can be done. Several 
salmon have lately :nade their appearance in this river, at Birleigh, 
where the fresh and salt water join—caught in the salt—the heaviest 
about 43 1b. I am very much astonished at it, and, indeed, would 
not believe.it at first; however, I found out where the salmon was 
sold, and have spoken to the gentleman who bought it. He told me it 
was in splendid condition, the flesh a beautiful colour ani very good 
eating, Now, what’s to be done? What the dickens is the use of 
salmon coming up our rivers only to be caught in a net and not have 
a chance ? Hangit! I know the salmon would prefer to take a fly and 
have arun before being caught. I suppose there is something can be 
done to put a stop to the confeunded netting. Write and let me know 
what you think, There’s more water in the river and fields than ever 
I saw before, and as to the colour thereof, there is nothing unto which 
Ican compare it. Before these floods came on, I had a very good day’s 
perch fishing, and, ev¢re mous, there are some very good perch in the 
Blackwater yet. I went, the other: day, as near where my big jack 
lives, as possible. I call him mine because of my tackle he stuck to 
on the last occasion. J. wish him ‘ A\Happy New Year.’ When the 
floods go down I shall wait upou him personally, and if the floods 
have not moved him, and he does not decline a personal encounter, I 
hope he will fight hard and die at my feet before the end of the present 
season.” 
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Gregory’s Spinninc Baits. “The Gregory,” the “Flexible Cleopatra,” the 
“ Oxford,” and the ‘‘ Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Press the best baits 
invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing -tackle 
shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works, 
Redditch, Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
received from the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P.; Mr. William Bailey, Nottingham ; the 
Rev. E. C. Holt, Teddington ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Gregory’s 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by 
the press the best ever invented. For use withdead bait. The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size, Has been tried with remarkable 
success.—See that the name *‘’Grego1y” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as inferior 
imitations are offered for sale, and people are thereby disappointed and deceived 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, Kirmingham.—[Anv7.] 


‘\ACKACHE, TOOTHACHE, PAINS IN THE GUMS, NEURALGIA 
—ADAM SMITH’s NEURALGINE isa Certain Cure. Bottles, as. 13d. 
2s. 9d. Post free from Proprietor, Chemist, Wednesbury. London Agent, 





_ W. Epwarps, 157, Queen Victoria Street; and all chemists. 
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NETTING THE RESERVOIRS FOR STOCKING THE 
THAMES. 
SUBSCRIPTION List FOR EXPENSES INCURRED. 


1é is with much pleasure we have to acknowledge subscriptions 
to the above as follows :— 


Mr. A. Nathall .. at AR 
Mr. H.B. Eyre ~ : M3 
Mr. F. C. Clench 
Mr. W. Thomas.. 
Mr.A;, J; Little... : 
The Piscatorial Society. . 
Mr. P. Geen we ae Ae 
Mr. R. F. Lines, Kensington .. 
Mr. A. G. Jardine 
Mr. R. B. Marston 
Mr. T. R. Sachs aA 
Silver Trout Angling Club 
Larkhall Angling Society ‘ a 
Hammersmith United Angling Society 
Good Intent Angling Society .. Zs a4 se I 
Mr. Geen acknowledges with thanks receipt of the following 
tional subscriptions :— 
G. H. Thurston, Chertsey, Bridge Hotel .._ 
Richmond Piscatorial Society f 3 ne 
Junior Piscatorial Society 
Nautilus Angling Society 
T. Taylor, Fisherman .. Ae ee 
W. Milbourne, Fisherman .. PA 
Woolwich Piscatorials (Old Charlton 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


Chichester. 


‘Hope on, hope ever,” isa motto especially applicable to anglers. The 
long wished for change of weather has at last arrived ; bright sunshine and ary- 
ing winds causing those ‘‘ sloughs of despond’’ which met us wherever we 
roved to disappear, rendering a visit to the water side an acceptable pleasure. 
Bream have been well on feed the past week, some good baskets coming to 
h-nd—they vary in their tastes. Brandling worms—a generally unsuccessful 
bait in this witer—luring them freely. A large carp got undera barge a few 
days since, sprangin the air and fell dead —a Christmas prize to the bargee. The 
Chichester Angling Society have secured through Mr. A. Purchase, the 
treasurer, four fine young swans, which will shortly grace the water, and prove 
an attraction to the summer stroll of Cicesterians. Nocturnal fishing still 
proves remunerative, myself and Mr. Young, last night, plying our rods until 
the lamps were dimly burning into the small hours, ard the bags were heavy 
enough to satisfy anyone but a pot-hunter. I have not heard of any take of 
pike, but with colder weather Esox Lucius will doubtless be attempting to 
satisfy his inward cravings. Weather, this evening, bright ; with the wind in 
the North-east.—GroRGE F, SALTER. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The weather on the whole has been more favourable this week, though 
rather unseasonable perhaps for this time of year. It is certainly not a disad- 
vantage. Also the river is in better condition than could be expected after the 
heavy floods of last week, and is continuing torun down very nicely. The 
river is now. in faic condition for bottom fishing, but not many anglers have 
taken advantage of it at present. Fly-fishing is still out of the question ; but 
if fair weather continues I have no doubt they will soon have the pleasure.— 
WHEATSHEAF HOTEL. 





Dove. 

This river is bankful today (Thursday) and we have had floods and freshes all the 
week, so that what angling there has been, has only been of a very limited 
character. We should doubtless have had a great number of rodsters out on 
New Year’s Day; but the water was far too high and thick, besides which, rain 
kept falling at intervals. What we want is a few throughly dry days, and then 
I fancy all would be right, for the Dove rapidly settles down and loses its 
colour when once it has got the turn. The trout season will now be quickly 
upon us, but our anglers would like just a few more turns at the grayling, 
which have hardly suffered so much at their hand this winter as in former 
ones.—THE SPLODGER. 

Exe (Exeter). 


We have had a suc:ession of showers and heavy gales lately, the river being 
like pea-soup, peppered with gravel, and for some few days, even if fine 
weather continues, we shall not be ab’e to give very good accounts of our 
doings just yet. The continued rain, it is feared, will materially injure the 
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prospects of next season, as the trout-spawn has no chance against so many 
enemies as are now pitted against it—J. A. KELLEY. 


Ilfracombe 

Sea-fishing. The weather during the past fortnight has been most unfavour- 
able for fishing with ground lines from the boats; however, a quantity of 
cod from 16 to 20 lb. each has been taken from the spillers, which they haul 
twice a day when the weather permits; a few ling and some large skate have also 
been caught. An amateur fishing from a rock called Hooker Stone, bet ween 
Ilfracombe and Watermouth, caught acod 16 1b., and aling 22lb. A large 
shoal of mullet was seen at the mouth of the harbour on Monday; a small bramble 
was set, but failed to secure any, although the water was thick with them. 
Several pounds of small whiting have been caught with hand lines from the pier 
and cove. Weather at present mild.—E. Comer. 


Lea (Ware). 


Since my last report, the river has been altogether unfishable ; in fact, the 
water has been out over the meads, flooding the land in all directions. Still, if 
we getno more rain now for a few days, some sport may be obtained shortly. 
At St. Margaret’s, on Sunday last, several fair takes of roach were made in 
the broad water and below the loch. I also heard of ajack of 4 1b. being cap- 
tured there; but nere nothing whatever was done, although plenty of sport 
has been had in the Manifold by: Mr. Hill and others. One gentleman took 
several good fish, one weighing nearly one 1b. Weather fine at time of writing. 
—LION AND WHEATSHEAF. 


Leicester. 

The New Year has not opened very favourable as far as Angling ia this lo- 
cality is concerned, but ittle having been done lately. Jain fell heavily during 
the latter part of last week, continued until Monday with but slight cessation ; 
consequently the waters were again entirely out of all order for angling. A few 
of the quiet spots have been tried since Monday, but with very poor success ; and 
although the waters have gone considerably it will besome days before anglers 
resume operations again in earnest, floods being out on most of the outlying 
meadows. ‘Thursday was fine with plenty of wind, consequen'ly but few were 
attracted to the river side. Waters at the present time are getting down again 
fast.— ALERT. 

Medway (Tonbridge). 


The water is about the color of pea soup, and angling is altogether out of the 
question, and will remain so unless the fine weather of the past two days con- 
tinues.—YE MEDWAY WATER Rat. ; 


Thames (Oxford). 


The début of young 1883, and the departure of his lachrymose old sire, was 
made amidst a shower of tears—not a very propitious commencement of his 
carecr, poor little chappie. Perhaps he felt strange and lonely, like,you and I, 
reader, used to feel when we were bundled off by our harc-hearted pirents to 
the boarding school ornamented by our precious little selves. On the whole, 
the Christmas sport has been fairly good. Several ramours of big bags have 
reached me, but fishermen are like angels’ vi-its, few and far between when you 
really want them. Although I have not participated in it, my visit to the 
Clarendon press brought on a violent attack of influenza, and when I wrote my 
last report [ was resignedly contemplating the possibility of soon assuming a 
proprietary interest in a funeral casket. I had even gone so far as to jot down 
the names of the friends who were to come and weep over my obsequies. But 
there is no enjoyment in this life. Allour best plansare sure to be upset. I 
am better. However, we have given our over-worked house-dog a short 
holiday ; Iam doing the barking. Other slight causes may have assisted 
my indisposition—whether the pudding was too rich or what it was remains 
an unanswered mystery, but at all events it has affected my latchkey, 
and the sensation of waking up and finding you have reposed on the floor in 
your boots is unpleasant. They say Christmas comes but once a year. There is 
something to be thankful for in that; ifit came oftener more of us would die. 
Although the country all along the valley of the Thames and the Cherwell is 
covered with water resembling in colour a rich pea-soup, and the bushes show 
up like heads of bald-headed old gentlemen indulging in a bathe, Mr, 
Edmonds and two friends had fivé jack above Godstone, weighing 9 lb., 
one day last week, On Friday, Mr. Stephen Davis, five jack also, one of which 
weighed 3% 1b., one 2} 1b., and the rest 2 lb. On Monday the same gentleman 
had It roach varying frm }to 3lb. On Tuesday Mr. Evans had 6 perch 
at the green barges, between Iffley and Folley Lock, the biggest of which 
turned the scale at 1 lb. 1 oz. and 1 Ib. 3 oz. respectively... On Wednesday, I 
am informed by a friend on whose veracity I can place the greatest reliance, 
although unforiunately he isunable to give them the angler’s name, that 3 jack, 
weighing 93 lbs., 5# lbs., and 2} 1bs., were taken in the Cherwell. The tracks 
of several others have been seen in the meadows between Porson’s Pleasure and 
the Victoria Ferry, and the remains of some small jack and carp, varying from 
4 to 6 lbs, in weight, on which they have been operating, have been picked up. 
A pair also reside in the rod house above Godston House, Will Major Hill, or 
some other master of a pack, kindly take the hint >—CHmRWELL OTTER, 


Trent (Newark). 


I have nothing to communicate this week in the shape of any description, 
for the river all theweek has been in a state of flood; heavy and continued 
rains have kept the water at an alarming height, and at the time of writing hun- 
creds of acres of the low-lying meadow lands are submerged, and for the present 
the outlook is a dreary one. No prospect at present of wetting a line; that is, as 
far as the Lower Trent is concerned.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Very few anglers have been out during the week. The river has been in flood 
and was only just fishable on Thursday. On Wednesday I saw a remarkably 
fine turbot which was said to have takena pike bait. It weighed within a few 
ounces of 3 1b., and was shown alive at several of the clubs in the town. Some 
very gocd pike have been caught in the lakes and ponds in the district. Mr.S, 
Sills, a most ardent angler, landed a splendid fish of 11 1b., and on the same 
day thirteen were brought from a dam not very far from Mansfield. None, 
however, ran large, the biggest being about 7 lbs. As soon as the river attains 
its normal height fishing should be good amcngst dace, roach, and bream, and 
if preference is to be given to a bait commend me to the cockspur worm.—THE 
MAN AT THE CLUBs. . 


Witham (Boston). 


As I anticipated last week, the chances for the holidays and the many who 
came down here for the New Year were very much against sport. The two 
to three hundred who finally reached Boston by special train on Thursday and 


' reported with half a peck of maggots. 





Jan, 6, 1883). 





THE FISHING GAZETTE. 7 





Friday had a miserable time of it from almost persistent rain. They were 
grievously disappointed, but there was nothing for it, so they male the best of 
a bad job. Most of them the tried Bargate Drain, as promising best, but it was 
only here and there that odd roach could be lured. That some of them came 
prepared to do wonders may be judged from the fact that one angler was 
A few of the experts of the locality 
tried on Saturday on the Forty-foot, and reported the locality of a few roach 
there, and notwithstanding the dirty water, some of the bags ran up to a stone. 
Worms were used as bait, and they found most of the fish close to the bottom 
at the mouths of the tributaries. Nothing at all doing with pike. Weather 
very mild, and sun shining brilliantly on Wednesday. A continuance will soon 
bring about angling in good form, but up to now we have had about ten days 
more or less rain. —THE YELLOW BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the above rivers have been running very high the whole of the week ; 
but there has been a good colour on the Derwent for bottom fishing. Fish 
have fed fairly well, chiefly on maggots and brandling worms, the maggots 
killing the greatest quantity of fish. The fish have fed the best in the swims 
close to to the rough streams, in water trom two to four feet deep, and baskets 
of mixed fish, viz., grayling, chub, roach, and dace, have been killed from 4 to 
gz brace per angler. There has beena good many natural flies out in these 
rivers both yesterday andto day (Thursday), Weather fine and mild.—Gxzo. 
JAmMes EATON, 

Yare (Norwich.) 

The continuous flooded state of this stream and abundance of rain that has 
fallen, making the water very thick, have puta stop to all angling as far as I 
can ascertain. Some good catches of jack have been had in private waters ; in 
one instance I hear as many as 28 were taken in the day, some of them of 
good size. Another party caught over a dozen, but these are the lucky indivi- 
duals who have influence enough to obtain leave from owners of private waters. 
The jack fisher, who has to seek his fish in public waters, has had a bad time up 
to the present. 1 trust when the weather does settle he may be amply rewarded 


_ by some good sport in this stream, which contains good spots for both spinning 


ana liye baiting. Prospects improving.—Ropertr MOLL. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, Amold, to finish the Old Year, had a nice tray of roach 4 lb. 94 02 ; 
December 24th, Mr. Bryant, four jack, 8 lb, 6 oz.; Mr. Taylor, one jack, 
5 lb. 12 oz.; Mr. Carrington, one perch, 2 lb. 2 oz., two dace, 14 0z., one 
chub, 2 lb. 2} oz. The general meeting is adjourned till next Wednesday to 
finish the business in hand. All members are requested to attend. A rule 
has been passed to raise the subscription, and out of that all members will 
belong to the Benevolent Society. Wishing a happy and prosperous New Year 
to all.—J. WORLEDGE. 

Dec, 31, 1882. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

A novices’ contest on Sunday last at Windsor for three prizes, but owing to 
the flooded state of the river, was drawn blank. The contest is postponed 
until January 21st. This club has sustained a loss in the death of one of its 
oldest and most respected members, Mr. W. Webb, who was for many years a 
hard-working member of this society. The committee has, in conjunction with 
otber societies, organised a concert at the Shaftesbury Hall, Battersea, on 
Jaauary 25th, for thé benefit of the widow and children. 

Kindly stamp envelope in future, as the Post-office charge double at 
this end.—ED. } —_—— 

BRIGHTON ANGLERS ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday, January 1, at the ordinary meeting, Mr. John Anscombe was 
declared the winner of the cup, value 45 5s., for the largest weight of fish 
taken fiom June 16 to November 30, 1832, and Mr. E. Ash the winner of the 
aggregate prize for the whole year. Although there is no chance of fishirg at 
present, Owing to the floods, the club started well for the beginning of the 
year, viz., they proposed three new members and one honorary member on the 





. Ist. Winisouth-east, but clean and dry under foot.—LivE SNAP. 





an. 4. 

esti CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

We had a good show of roach, perch, dace, and gudgeon weighed-in by 
Messrs. L. Gorsuch and F, Long. A member of the Patriotic had a nice show 
of dace on December 28. After the business of the evening was done, the 
chairman, Mr. F. Long. opened the harmony with a very pleasing song, fol- 
lowed by Messrs. W. H. Willcockson, Brockwell,- Burwash, L. Gorsuch, W. 
Long &c., which brought to a close a jolly night. On Sunday, Mr. L. 
Gorsuch weighed-in some handsome roach, dace, gudgeon, and perch, one of 
the latter weighing 115, 25 oz.; Mr. A. Gorsuch, roach and dace; Mr. James 
Attridge, roach; Mr. L Gorsuch won Mr. T. Welsh’s prize for the gross 
weight of all fish taken in December. Mr, H. Newbold gives a prize for the 
gross weight of jack taken in January.—W. H. Burwasu, jun., sec. 


Jan. 1, 1883. a 
FITZROY ANGLING CLUB. 

This rising club still continues to meet with great success, both as regards 
new members and also shows of fish, their host in himself being particularly 
fortunate during the past week, having a capital 6 lb. jack from the Thames, 
and some 12 lb. of good roach from the neighbourhood of King’s Langley. 
Mr. Weaver had nine capital dace, averaging } lb. each. We hear that the 
society has joined the Central Committee, and that friend C. Hatfield and his 
trouts are going to pay them a friendly visit, of which due notice shall be given 
to anglers in the F. G. : 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members competed for three special prizes on Wednesday, the 3rd inst. 
Several members were out; but, owing to the state of the rivers, only two of the 
prizes were taken. Mr. T. Dennison, jun., secured first honours, with 
7 lb. 33 oz. of roach and dace; Mr. J. W. Taylor was second, with roach, 
‘The members will compete for four special prizes on Sunday, the 14th inst. 
All coms etitors will muster at the Rye House previous to fishing.’ 


JOVIAL ANGLERS. 
Through the literality of Mr. Orvis, of the Railway Hotel, Richmond, the 
Jovials had a competitioa on Boxing Day for prizes presented by that gentle- 





. 


/man. The'results were but small, on account of the weather; still, Iam happy 





to say they persevered with right good will: The first prize was for the best 
roach, and, unfortunately, only two were taken—the winner, Mr. Head, proving 
the victor by only half-an-ounce. The second and third were for gross weights. 
The second prize was taken by Mr. Webber, with 1 lb. 143 0z.; the third by 
Mr. G. Croome, with 1 lb. 7 oz. Last Sunday there was an alteration for the 
better, and every one had a very fair show of fish.—Henry PLATT, sec, 

Jan. 3. — 
KIDDERMINSTER UNITED BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of the members of the above and representatives of the Bird in Hand 
and St. George’s Angling Societies, both of Birmingham, contested for prizes 
on Wednesday, December 27, 1882, which consisted of a splendid Axminster 
rug, presented by a gentleman; three silver-mounted pint drinking horns, 
press by Mr. Palmer, of Bewdley; two half-pint silver-mounted drinking 

orns, presented by Mr. Humpherson, water bailiff, Bewdley, also four Brussels 
carpets of rich design and manufacture, given by members of the United 
Brothers Angling Society and other gentlemen. After the return home about 
forty members and friends sat down to a good and substantial repast, given by 
the worthy hostess at the club house, Swan Hotel, Vicar-street, Kidderminster, 
that did great credit, and was served up in a most praiseworthy manner. 
The room was most tastefully decorated for the occasion, the mottoes and 
evergreens reminding all forcibly of Christmas. After the cloth was drawa, 
Mr. Caswell was voted to the chair, being faced by Mr. Carter as vice. The 
usual loyal and patriotic toasts being drunk—success to the Bird in Hand and 
St. George’s Angling Societies being given, Mr, Cox replied, after which 
Mr. Redding was called for to enliven the evening with some of his favourite 
songs, which were well rendered and effective. The prizes being distributed to 
the successful competitors by Mr. Caswell, the chairman :—tst, Mr. John 
Goode, rug; 2nd, Mr. Newry, pint drinking horn; 3rd, Mr. Cox, ditto; 
4th, Mr. Tidman, ditto; 5th, Mr. Sergeant, small drinking horn; 6th, Mr. 
Yarsley, carpet; 7th, I. Millington, small drinking horn; 8 h, John Evans, 
bedside, a most enjoyable evening was spent. Several other members con- 
tributed with songs to make the evening a success. Mr. Cheetham presided at 
the piano, A vote of thanks to the donors of prizes concluded the evening's 
amusement.—EDWIN LAWRENCE, sec. 





LIITLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On this, our club night, we had a special convivial evening, as a welcome-in 
to the New Year. Our worthy host, Mr. Loomes, started the conviviality 
with £1 towards the expenses. This was followed up in a cordial spirit by the 
club. The chair was taken by our old member, Mr. Pipe, and faced by Mr. 
Leonard. The army was well contributed to by the following gentlemen :— 
Messrs. Luich, Greenwood (pianist), Staples,» Leonard, Lears, Humphreys, 
Létch, Hurwood, J. H. Stead (‘‘the Cure’’), Titmus, Perry (of the Shepherd 
and Shepherdess, Aldenham Street, N.W.), E. Barr, Sparrow, &2., &c. The 
meeting was thoroughly enlivened at intervals by Messrs. Staples, Letch, 
and J. H. Stead, and accompanied throughout so admirably on the piano by 
Mr. Greenwood, that our joyous evening's entertaiament only came too soon 
to a close. One of our visitors, Mr. Staples (Chalton Street, Somers’ Town, 
N.W.), whosang a couple of capital songs, presented the club with two hand- 
some prizes, viz.:—-Two tons of best coals, for heaviest jack to end of season ; 
and an overcoat, value £3, for the heaviest roach, to end of season. Takes on 
Sunday, December 31 :—Messrs. Hurwood and Petrie, a passable show of 
roach and dace.—EVANS, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

Some few of our members have tried hard during the past fortnight to obtaina 
show of fish; but, unfortunately, have met with very poor success, Messrs. 
Hellier and Aldis showing roach, perch, and chub; Mr. Marshall, dace and 
bream; Mr. Spence, dace and roach ; and Mr, Grindly, jack.—H. 

Jan. 4. 





SECOND SURREY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Ibeg to notify that the quarterly prizes ending December, 1882, were dis- 
tributed to the winners last night, 3rd inst. We spent a very enjoyable 
evening, Mr. G. George singing two of his comic songs, which caused much 
laughter; also, other members singing sentimental songs, which caused great 
applause. I also wish to state that Mr. Cherrill has vacated his office as 
secretary, and that Iam appointed in his stead, and Mr. G. Grace that of 
chairman ; and Mr. Cherrill has kindly consented to act as chairman for the 
present quarter.—JABEZ WRIGHT. 

Jan. 4. 





SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I would feel much obliged if you would kindly give publicity to the fact that 
I have been appointed Secretary of the above well-known Angling Society, in 
the place of Mr. Palmer resigned. Iam most anxious to add to our numbers, 
and nothing shall be wanted on my part to make any one willing to join us both 
happy and comfortable. As you are perhaps aware, we are one of the oldest 
societies this side of the Thames. Our meeting nights are Thursdays and Sun- 
days, when I shall be most happy to see any old or new angler.—Joun 
KIRWAN. 

STANLEY ANGLERS SOCIETY. 

Last evening being an annual ‘‘ Punch Night,’’ we had a very strong muster 
of members and friends. Notably among the latter was the very welcome 
presence of Mr. Crumplen, of the Gresham Society; Messrs. Parker, Ousry, 
Thorn, and many others whose names I have not space to enumerate. Our 
president, Mr. Wheatstone, the punch having been placed on the table, 
gave the toast of the evening, viz., ‘‘Success to the Stanley Anglers 
Society,’’ which was received with enthusiasm. Messrs. N. Gray and J. Poley 
then fayoured us with a song each, after Which the health of the president was 
drunk,.with musical honours; Messrs. Scull and J. Duncan following with 
more harmony, after which the health of our host, Mr. W. Jarvis, was pro- 
posed, meeting with a most flattering reception. The preparations for our 
ninth annual ball are all but completed. We have engaged Mr. Louis Beck’s 
quadrille band, and Mr. Jarvis, the well knowa MC. Friends who desire 
tickets can have them on and after Saturday evening, upon application to 
secretary, president, treasurer, or any of the stewards.—G. E. W. 

THE BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above society can really congratulate itself upon being a success. We are 
happy to state it isa pleasure to attend. We have a good, hard-working 
president, a trustworthy treasurer, and as for myself, Old Scratchem, will leave 
for others to judge. Iam glad to state our old friend and late president, Mr. 
Pullen, honoured us withavisit and rejoined, and notonly contributed a very nice 
present to the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, but gave half-a-guinea as a prize to 
be fished for, The host (Mr. Keeble) also gave two prizes—one a pair of strong 
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fishing boots, the other a very nice rod, &c. Mr. Dunn has promised a prize 
of a Ios. 6d. photo. and frame, to any brother angler who catches the largest 
perch. The Society had made a further offer from the funds of two Fishing 
Rods. One with a brass winch. One prize for weight, the other specimen fish, 
It was proposed that a committee be formed next meeting night to arrange forthe 
annual supper, I must mention that the photo of the ‘* Knights of the Rod”? 
who took part in the Lord Mayor's Procession, was hung up in a very nice gilt 
frame in the society’s room. ‘The remainder of the evening was spent in a very 
enjoyable manner. We hada visit from one or two societies, and also the plea- 
sure of the company ofan old piscator, Mr. Christopher Geen, who related 
some very amusing anecdotes ot his fishing expeditions, and likewise gave a treat 
in a most marvellous performance on the concertina. He certainly deserves the 
tile of ‘‘Champion Concertinist.?’ Several members contributed to the 


harmony, and vied with each other to make one and all happy. Pianist, Mr. © 


W. Alsop.—MILEs DouGHTy, sec. 


THE ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. Laundy, a member of the above, weighed in on December 26, 8 lb. I 0z. 
of good roach. Other members were out, but failed to get fish. At our general 
meeting there was a good list framed for the members to compete for till the 
end of the seison, consisting of prizes for specimen fish, daily gift, monthly, 
also consolation prizes. A complimentary visit will take place at the above 
society, of which due notice will be given. ‘Prizes for January:—Mr. Marles, 
largest roach in the month; Mr. Laundy, tst Sunday consolation greatest 
weight of fish, bar jack; Mr. Longman, consolation greatest weight of fish 
in the month.—J. OBBARD, 11, Arlington street, Clerkenwell. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There. was a good attendance of members, under the chairmanship of 
Mr. Herbert Brown, at this old and flourishing society’s room, last Monday 
evening, in spite of the numerous attractions elsewhere of New Year’s Day. 
As the rivers were known to be ina state of flood, no fish were expected to be 
shown, but those present were agreeably disappointed by the arrival of Mr. 
Robinson, with a large basket containing eight pike, scaling 47 1b., the largest 
11lb. 80z., from the public waters of the Avon, caught on the Friday and 
Saturday. These, with 80]b. registered the week before, from the same river, 
made a good wind-up as regards his total weight for the past year. On his 
returning thanks to the toast of the successful angler, he said that the fish were 
taken spinning close to the bank, under great difficulties, as the water was very 
high and still rising. A very pleasant evening was brought to a conciusion 


with a vote of thanks to the chair for the able manner with which he had con-* 


ducted the business of the evening. The next smoking concert will take place 
on Monday, 22nd inst., to which all anglers are invited ; and from the success 
which has attended the previous ones, and the numerous promises of support, 
this one is anticipated n_t to prove an exception. Members are reminded that 
the annual meeting will be held on Monday next, at 8 p.m. 


WALTONIANS. 
On the 26th of December Mr. Morris had a fine show from Aldermarston, 
Eighteen pounds of roach, dace, and perch; one roach and one perch going 
each 1 lb. 7 0z,—A. J. MARRIOTT. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Result of match on the 31st inst.:—Mr, G. Evans, 3 lb. 8} 07z., £2 2s.; 
Mr. Beatley, 1 Ib. 8} oz., £1 1s.; Mr. G. Hulbert, 1 lb. 63 oz., 17s. 6d.; 
Mr. Bayford, 1 lb. 4} oz., 12s. 6d., also largest perch, 5s.; Mr. Willet, 
1 lb, 2 0z, 7s. 6d. Three barbel were taken near Maidenhead, showing they 
will feed in mid-winter, when the weather is mild, The next match (Thames 
only) will take place on the last Sunday in this month.—H, ADBANE, sec. 





ELSTREE RESERVOIR. 


ANGLERS who have been in the habit of fishing Elstree Reservoir 
during the past two years will hear with great sorrow and regret that 
the much-respected hostess of the Fishery Inn, Mrs. Biscoe, died 
suddenly in the last week of the old year. Although comparatively 
new toa large number of Elstree anglers, they have, during their 
occupation of the little inn by the waterside, by the kindness, courtesy, 
and the manner in general in which they have catered for the anglers, 
made themselves much respected, and great sympathy is felt for Mr. 
Biscoe, the host, in this time of trouble. 








A story is told by the Nantucket Jzguzrer of a young married 
man in town, which will bear repeating. The young man, during his 
‘‘courting’’ days, was very bashful. One day he was invited to 
attend a tea party at the house of a pious uncle of his sweetheart, 
and when seated at the table the good hostess requested him to 
ask a blessing, which so ‘“ brokeup” the bewildered young man 
that he unconsciously stammered out: ‘‘I don’t care for any, thank 
you.” 

THE EARLy-RISING SPRING BkD.—Our patent. bed-spring, says 
the Kentucky State ¥ozs-a/, has been remodelled. The one for two 
in a bed is so arranged that the part the wife lies on can be set by 
the husband unknown to the former, and it springs her out of bed 
and stands her up on the floor at any hour for which it is set. It then 
remains turned up on one side so she can't get back again, at least, 
on her side of the bed; and she won’t come back on his side, for 
she’s too all-fired mad to come near him. So the result is, she is 
compelled to dress and go down-stairs and see to breakfast, and the 
old man will get a rest. Oh, it’s a daisy! 


GronrcE James EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patrenised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendalhooks, Prices: 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] j 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

A. S, K., Maida Vale.—We do not know the Brent except at Brentford 
(where it would contain fine fish if it were nof so poached), and in Mr. 
Warner’s grounds at the Welsh Harp. : 
Hanwell for petch, roach, chub, &c., but hardly worth going for, we imagine, 
We do not know it at Harlesden.—Eb. : 

J, J. F.—See the note on a waterproofing for lines which we insert this week. 
—ED. 

Soutu Essrx.—The ‘‘Angler’s Diary’’ says, with respect to the fishing at 
High Wycombe :—‘‘ On River Wye—Trout. For leave, apply to the millers 
and landowners, Fishing very good. A portion of the river is preserved 
by the High Wycombe Angling Association. Apply to the secretary. A 
branch runs through Lord Carrington’s grounds, in which are pike, perch, 
carp, and tench. Apply to the bailiff in the absence of the family.””—We 
think we may add to this that the chance of getting into the club is remote. 
—Ep. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. 1 


(Much Correspondence is crowded out this. week.) 





DIFFERENT STYLES NECESSARY FOR DIFFERENT RIVERS. 


S1r,—The roaching controversy having ended, I wish to’ make a few final 
observations. The conclusion I have come to respecting roaching, is that the 
Lea men are masters of the situa'ion, and it is quite evident are likely to 
remain so. : ‘ 

Good men not in the ‘‘know’’ ‘have said, in the most positive manner, 
‘There cannot be such a wide difference in the number of bites lost in one 
river and other.’’? But there is this difference ; of this fact there can be no 
doubt whatever. : i 

At the same time, supposing the Lea men were to try and adapt their style 
to the Trent, the Trent men were to try and adapt their style to the Lea, 
the Thames men were to try and adapt their style to both rivers, and the 
Medway men were to try and adapt their style to all three, depend 
upon it these several attempts would end in utter failure, and the 
anglers would simply laugh at each other, as well they might. It is perfectly 
patent to the most simple understanding, after what we have heard, the same. 
angling gear used for one river is of very little use whatever for another. — 

The fact is, Mr. Editor, each river must be fished in a totally different 
manner, and you could no more introduce the Lea style in the Trent than you 
could catch a barbel in the Burlington Arcade with a pineapple. If you 
persist in saying you could, friend P——, I tell you plainly you were never 
more mistaken in your life, and can liltle know what Trent-fishing is. 
«RK, W. A.,”’ Esq., said plainly enough you could do nothing in the Lea un- 
less you had a rod from 20 to 24 feet long. Now, I should like to know what 
you would do with such a rod without a reel, in the Oven,* at the Spinner, 
Averham Weir, or in the field below Carlton Mill, and a hundred other places. 
In the opinions certain to be expressed by the natives, who, in spite of their 
crude and simple ideas, are terribly critical in such matters, you would 
soon discover, to your dismay, you had speculated in an ‘*inelegant 
sufficiency.’? I firmly believe the Thames. puntsmen might advantageously 
adopt strait? pegging ; at all events, it would be an agreeable change from the 
dreadful monotony attendant on the present method. Eh, what! No thank 


ou. 
d I beg to tender ‘*E. W. A.,’’ Esq., my very best thanks for the great kind- : 


ness I have received at his hands, and yet hope to show that gentleman a few 
good fish taken out of the Lea in the Trent style. ‘* Anti-Theory”’ and I are 
old friends, Mr. Editor. I had the great pleastire ol wishing him a ‘‘ Merry 
Christmas’? last Friday week, and when I meet him on the banks of the Mole I 
yet hope to teach that clever, terribly candid and particularly consistent 
gentleman a wrinkle or two.—I am, &c., , MARK ANTONY, 

P.S.—One quotation from Mr, Robert Moll’s last letter. He says; ‘I myself 
and several friends, the best roachers in Norflk, miss bite after bite, the float 
at these times disappearing like lightning, and nothing results but loss of bait’ 
and temper.’’ Never in my experience have I seen the disgusting manner in 
which small fry serve you more aptly and truthfully described. 

N.B.—In the notes by “Li. B.,’’ I read, ‘‘The well-known secretary 
of a well-known club denounced the present prize system as the great bane of 
angling societies, and several representatives present approved the remark.’’ 
No truer words were ever uttered than these by “the well-known secretary.’’ 
Not only would it be better for the fishing, but the members themselves would 
benefit in the long run if these prizes were done away with altogether. Depend 
upon it, this is only the thin end of the wedge in this Upas tree—a tree every 
thoughtful angler must wish to see felled to the ground. ; 





3 A PLEASANT RESPONSE, 
To the Proprietors. ; 

GENTLEMEN,— With pleasure I enclose 10s, 6d. as my subscription for the 
FIsHiInG GAZETTE for 1883. 

I appreciate the publication. The articles, club and river reports, &c., are 
gratifying and instructive, and the general information contained therein most 
useful to all lovers of the gentle art.—I am, &c., AY eet 

East Finchley. 

[ Will our other subsc:ibers who have not paid kindly take a hint from the 
above, and send on their subscriptions for 1883? They are due in advance. 
We never like to stop the paper until asked to do so, but prepayment is 
necessary.—ED. ] cam z ‘ ef 





VARIETY OF ROACH BITES. ; 
S1r,—Will you allow me to ap my oar in‘o this sea of controversy ?— 
though I must first confess that, until lately, I have never taxen much interest in 








* No doubt a corruption of the old British word ‘‘afon,”’ signifying water. 
+ I must here correct the ‘Trent Otter’ and the whale of the Nottingham 


anglers. I thou; me: 
fishing, or pegging, as strait waistcoat, strait-sail, strait line, 


There is a little. free fishing at 


Stre¢—there is no such word, although it means taut, or tight line’ 


EE, 
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the matter, but simply took the bites as they came, and was satisfied. But 
now I think of it, w at a difference there is in these said bites. There is the 
quick, gr°ased- lightning style, when your float vanishes like a dream, anJ’com?s 
up smiling just as you are in the act of striking. Thea there’s the 
pibble, nibble, nibble, all along the swm, s°metimes t> end satisfactorily in 
the capture of a tish at the swim’s end; often, alas! to result in the loss of 
the 'org-suffering-bait.. The good old solid bite, where the float g»es.slowly 
down, is yet another form of bite. Theve are «ther, very irregular, ways ia 
which the roach feed. ‘he porcupine will go for a swim up stream, or across 
the water, or else will be lifted up, or laid flat on its side. 

I always used to say that the sharp bites were from the very little fish, and no 
doubt they gcnerally are; but I now thi: k that the better-sized roach some- 
times feed so, in very bright weather and clear water. Several days last year I 
especially ncticed this. ; 

In ledgering for roach, there are the same differences of bites. There is the 
sharp twitch, twitch (strike at the second twitch), the better, and more determined, 
tug, and the steady pull. , 

Several years ago, I used to fish for roach in a style I shouldn’t dream of 
doing now. This was, to place a large lump cf paste upon my hook, and, 
after gett ng a bite, to let the fish take the float down, and, moreover, to keep 
it under a considerab’e time before striking. A very different fashion this to 
the m+thod of angling in Brentford Docks, which I heard about from a brother 
rodster last Thursday at the river side. Ihad paved. my way to an acquaint- 
ance by the offer of a glass of ale from my big bottle; so, for a considerable 


“time we stood side by side, watching our floats, and talking of fishy matters. 


He told me he often fished at these docks, where the water was Io or I2 feet 
deep, usinz the lightest float and tackle, for the big roach there don’t feed 
fairly, but just move the float; and, when you see the float give the least shiver, 
you strike. ‘his may be so in the docks; yet, further up the canal, the little 
roach bite furiously and give plenty of amusement. 

Well, sir, I have had my say, and conclude by remarking that the bite I like 
best is from a roach in thick water.. You bring a lobworm to the notice of the 
surprised and gratified roach, he bolts it, and is soon fighting for life in the 
brown flood.—I am, &c., G. HAWKINS. 

Lampton Road, Hounslow, Jan. I. 





THE AMERICAN CASTING TOURNAMENT. 
_ S1r,—I was much interested in reading the account you gave us recently of 
the ‘ Casting Competition’’ recently held in America. Alluding only to the 
‘*fly throwing,’’ I must consider them anything but a success from an angler’s 
and a practical point of view. They took place from a raised platform, three 
feet in height, water behind and in front, and the whole so arranged that 
advantage could be taken of the wind. Now these are most unnatural con- 
ditions, and why the trials were so arranged I cannot understand. No trout or 
salmon-fishing takes place insuch a manner. Why not have had the casts made 
by the angler standing on a level with the water, as he would be were he 
fishing? Throws so long would not have been made, and I have no hesitation 
in saying that under such-and proper conditions, it would be an utter impossi- 
bility to cast a fly twenty-seven yards with a ten foot rod, which distance is 
said to have been achieved. So far, I am quite at a loss to conceive why the 
atrangements at Harlem Mere were all made to favour the little ten or eleven 
foot rod, as, for ordinary angling purposes, one, say, thirteen to fourteen feet is 


_ in every way preferable, being not too heavy, and with length to keep the line 


from catching -the ground behind, when you-are, perhaps, kneeling down or 
fishing at the foot of a bank, as you have to do in-many cases. The short rods 
have at times an advantage, under trees and in very narrow brooks, but generally 
the palm in actual practice must be borne away by the longer ones. - One thing 
we have now got at is, that the casts or throws are measured from where the 
‘<caster’’ stands to where his end fly touches the water. A mighty difference, 
indeed, this is, to measurement from the top of the rod, the spot from whence 
the actual length of the cast should be judged.—I am, &c., SPRINT. 





HOUNSLOW FISHING. 

Srr,—I was much aftracted by this heading toa letter from my friend 
Mr. Hawkins in last week’s FisHinGc GAZETTE, and hope it will not delude 
our readers into the belief that there is anything to be haa in Hounslow. 
What little there is—and the value is not worth the trouble of coming down to 
fish—is a portion belonging to the Powder Mills, for which tickets to a limited 
number are to be obtained from the proprietors. A friend of mine, and a first- 
rate angler, was anxious some few years back to fish this water, and I got him 
an order. Under very great expectations he came down with five or six dozen 
of dace, and after: trying the water all day he got a brace of jack that would 
not weigh a pound each. I believe after a run of water some ot the fish out 
cf the preserved portions get into it, but it is a long time since I heard of a 
moderate take of jack. I have heard, years ago, of very fair takes of bream 
and roach. There are one or two small pieces of water from this mill belonging 
to private proprietors, but a long distance from Hounslow station. The 
‘¢ Black Dog Fishery ’’ is at Feltham, and the angling is procurable by tickets 
of one shilling each at the Black Dog public - house, near the water. 
Mr. Doman, of Hounslow, fishes it a great deal, and he was telling me 
the other evening of some of his exploits. I only want to disabuse the 
minds of your readers of the idea that Hounslow can boast of any preten- 
sions to a title of ‘‘ Hounslow Fishing.’’ My friend, Mr. Hawkins, is an 
excellent angler, and itis not a long time since he brought me a magnificent 
specimen of a roach of 2 lb. I took it up to Mr. Spreckley, and he was 
persuaded by Mr. Alfred Jardine to have it set up as aspecimen. This fish 
was caught in a part of the Colne, at Twickenham, and not at Hounslow.— 

I am, &c. B. 

Jan. 2, 1883. 


TWICKENHAM FERRY. 

S1r,—In substance your editorial note is the right construction as to the 
rights of the Ferry, or else I should have been glad to be of some use to 
«W.E.” I have always found in this world the existence of two distinct 
classes of human beings—one who is ready and willing to oblige, and the other 
the reverse of this. I shall make it my business one of these days to go and 
have a chat with the man at the Ferry, and see if I can find out to which of 
these classes he belongs. I know in some points of the tide and a heavy 
stream the ferry boat has to make a circuitous course before it can drop down 
to the proper landing-place.—I am, &c., Be 

(Dr. Bruntonfsuggests that ‘‘ W.’’ E. should get up early, and fish before 
the public use the Ferry. This, with a judicious application of palm oil, will 
Pata a prevent any little irritations of the kind in future,’’— Verb. sap. 

D.J : 
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GISHURSTINE. 

S1r,—No doubt, from what Mr. and Mrs. Pennell say of ‘ Strawson’s 
Waterproof,” thatit is a very good preparation for its purpose, but must ask 
to be allowed to siy that it is not ‘‘the only one which will keep out melting 
snow,’’ as ‘‘ Gishurstine,’’? advertised in your columns, alsa does so. This is 
well shown by the enclesed note by a well-known sportsman to the Medd.— 
Iam, &c., THE INVENTOR OF ‘‘GISHURSTINE,”’ 

Belmont Works, Battersea, S.W., 

Jan. 1, 1883. 

[We believe the statement our correspondent refers to was made long before 
his preparation was invented. Gishurstine is evidently a very valuable water- 
proofing composition, judging from the notices in the Field, Gardener's 
Magazine, the Garden, and many other papers. Not having seen it, we cannot 
say more than this at present, except that its name is not a taking one,—ED. ] 





HACKLED v. WINGED FLIES. 

Sir,—-1 know no question upon which there exists such a difference of opinion 
as upon artificial fly-making. 

Mr. Hall has kindly given us his opinion, and, although I feel the greatest 
delight in beholding beautifully-made flies, how often has one been disappointed 
when at the end of the day one has met a rustic friend with his hackled flies 
and his nice dish of fish! One may say the fault rests not with the flies but 
with the angler. This sometimes, no doubt. is the case; but when one meets 
his seniors who have always fished hackled flies and can to-day kill well with 
them, one’s faith in these beautiful imitations receives a severe shock. 

How often on a calm, still day has one seen our natural friends, sails full 
spread, yachting along on the surface of the water! What imitations will then 
deceive the trout ? : 

Mr. Hall makes some allusion to keeping his flies on the surface—I suppose 
with wings erect. Ifthis can be done, Mr. Hall has a control over his rod and 
line which I envy. 

I believe many will admit, unless there be some wind or rain, except in 
streams, no artificial will deceive our finny friends to any exteat. Many who 
use hackled flies maintain that colour is of greater importance than shape, and 
instance this by taking you down to some foaming corner to see the feed. We 
there see the duns (the day is wet or windy), and as we look at them they 
appear all body, the wings wrappéd round their bodies so closely as to make. 
us use the greatest care to straighten them. What winged artificial, with its 
erect wings folded and re-folded, bears the slightest resemblance to them? The 
gossamer wings of the natural are very different to the fibre, in some instances 
the strong fibre, of a feather. 

As Iam not satisfied upon this point, and am open to conviction, I have 
taken the liberty of writing at some length, which please excuse.—I am, &c., 

Bradford. WATER HEN Btoa. 

[It is pleasant to find a correspondent opening a question in so fair a manner. 
He evidently is strongly in favour of hackled or spider as against winged flies, 
but he admits he is open to conviction. If he could have one or two days’ 
fishing with some good hand on our South of England trout streams —we refer 
particularly +9 those of Kent, Hampshire, and some of the midland counties— 
he would soon admit that there are times and seasons and rivers in which the 
well-made winged imitation will kill when the hackled or spider fly only 
frightens the fish; and, further, that on some rivers this is a rule which has 
practically no .exception. On the other hand, there are times and seasons and 
rivers in which the fish take the spider or hackled fly very much more readily 
than the winged one. This is merely our experience gained on most of our 
English trout streams. Asa general rule, we should say that for burns and 
the rapid trout streams of a hilly country the hackled fly is best ; for brooks 
and rivers of a quieter nature the winged fly is best; and that in rivers com- 
bining both characteristics both flies may at times be used with advantage, and 
even in company on the same cast. Our correspondent evidently knows 
nothing of ‘‘dry fly-fishing’’ ; if he did, he would know it is not a difficult 
matter to make a fly float like a natural insect.—ED.] 





WEIGHT OF DACE, 
S1rR,—-Would you kindly inform me of the heaviest dace you know of 
having been caught in the Colne, and oblige yours, &c., 
Jolly Anglers, Richmond. H. Pratt, Hon. Sec: 
[Eighteen ounces is about the heaviest weight, we think.—ED. ] 


FERNS ON HAYES COMMON. 

S1r,—‘‘ Mark Antony’s’’ last letter on this question is even more extra 
ordinary than his first. Does he mean to say he knowingly advised your 
readers to go to Hayes Common for bracken ? 

Would ‘*M. A.’ give me his authority, for, of course, he could not have 
seen them in one visit, as to the other ferns he names? By ‘ Filix or Filix- 
mas ’? ‘*M. A.,’’ I suppose, means Lastrea filix-mas—the male fern. 

Ido not ask this out of mere idle curiosity, as, although I have been to 
Hayes Common some dozens of times, I have never yet met with a single 
specimen of either of the kinds he names.—I am, &c., ANTI-THEORY. 





NETTING RESERVOIRS FOR THE THAMES. 
S1r,—This (Woolwich Piscatorials) is a little club of ten members. We 
have voted you 5s. to the Netting expenses.—I am, &c., H. PAGE. 
New Charlton, Kent. 
[Thanks for the 5s. duly received —ED.] 


LARGE THAMES SALMON. 

S1r,—In looking over my album of fishing events, I came across the follow- 
ing, which I noted at the time :—Richard Coxen, fisherman, of Twickenham, 
and three others, caught a salmon of 72}1b. in 1820, and sold it to Watkins, 
of Bond Street, for 8s. 6d. per Ib. : . 

This was related to me and other friends by Richard Coxen in 1860; he 
wasthen about seventy years of age, and lived to be eighty. He was the most 
trutbful, honest, and obliging fisherman I ever knew, and much respected by 
all his angling customers. Many atime self and friends have had tea and 
Thames flounders at his cottage, near the river—it~was a speciality 
there.. Once I remembér the Piscatorials had a match for the 
heaviest of fish caught at Twickenham, Mr. Francis Francis was 
my partner, we were victorious, and enjoyed the excellent dinner provided by 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Coxen, which the other competitors paid for. I might here 
mention that Mr. Francis Francis gleaned a life-store of information respecting 
the Thames salmon from Richard Coxen, long before knew him. The late 
old John Keene and John Harris told me, more than thirty years ago, of their 
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exploits with the Thames salmon, when they saw one leaping, ‘‘as they always 
do,’’ out went the nets andthe fish was captured. My own theory is that ‘if the 
salmon had been allowed to breed, we should have salmon in the Thames now.’ 
It is the old story of the goose with the golden eggs. I have offered to bring 
a couple of pairs of breeding salmon from Wales, and place them in the 
‘Thames above Maidenhead ; then there would be plenty of young salmon in the 
Thames again. I fancy it will be a better plan than turning the artificially 
hatched fry into the river. I have several times assisted in putting thousan ds 
of Buckland and Ponder’s salmon fry in the Thames at Moulsey, Sunbury, &c., 
but nothing much came of them. ‘The college students at Suncury used to 
amuse themselves in catching them with the fly at the tail of Sun- 
bury Weir. A few skeggers, or two-year-old salmon, have also been 
caught at various places lower down. Mr. Greville Fennell poe 
in the Field, some few years back, an extract from the diary of the keeper of 
Boulter’s Lock, ‘‘not far from Maidenhead,”’ giving the number and weights of 
salmon caught at the weir there, year after year, till the catch came to nothing. 
This is a most interesting contribution from Mr. Greville Fennell, and should 
be reprinted. 

A salmon weighing 23 lb. was caught on April 19, 1870, at Gravesend, 
by a whitebait fisher. The fish was bought by my late friend, Frank Buckland, 
and who kindly presented me with a nicely-painted cast of same. My late 
friend fondly hoped it was one of his, returning home again; but at last came 
1o the conclusion that it was a stray salmon. They are occasionally, even now, 
caught in the Medway.—I am, &c., T. R. SAcHs, 

Member of The Piscatorial Society. 

[The filth and traffic below Westminster bridge are the great impediments to 
salmon coming up the Thames They come every year to the mouth of the river 
but turn up their aristocratic noses at Barking’s tribute.—ED. ] 





SPINNING FOR TROUT FROM THE REEL.—TWICKENHAM 
FERRY. 

S1r,—Your correspondent, ‘‘ Scot,’’ in your last week’s number, raises two 
objections to spinning for trout off the reel. He objects to the use of a lead 
on the trace in addition to the minnow (or say bleak, as used in the Thames), 
on account of the splash. This objection, if maintained, necessarily precludes 
spinning for trout absolutely ; but I very much questton whether the presence 
of a light lead creates more splash, when the bait is carefully cast, than the bait 
minus the lead, and whether casting from the reel, or any other style, can be 
perfectly quiet. As to boughs a2d trees interfering with spinning, by a little 
practice it becomes possible not only to throw in a circular manner, but over- 
head or underhand, and very interesting this method becomes. 

“‘Scot’’ hardly seems to understand the reference to float-fishing for trout. 
Neither do I; but [presume ‘‘ Red Spinner ’? means corking, which system 
is carried out thus: A lip hook attached through both lips of a live gudgeon 
or bleak, with flying triangle or other hook, on very fine single gut, is affixed 
to along length of single gut, witha single or couple of swan shots, some two 
or three yards from ‘the bait, beyond which is a small piece of cork, to keep the 
tiace off the ground; the bait is then quietly workedout, as in Trenting, and 
the only limit to the water to be covered is the length ofline upon the reel, and 
by working the rod slowly from side to side, if in a boat or punt, an immense 
area of water may be fished, and without the least disturbance. I believe this 
is how most of the large Thames trout are now caught. Personally, I do not 
adopt it—I am too fond of spinning. 

“Scot? will thus see that the water is fished in the way he prefers—down 
stream and not up, as the strength of the stream is requisite to get the bait 
away. 

Mow, as to the way in which to spin for trout, I have found it best to cover the 
most water possible, as quietly as possible, and to fish towards your fish and 
not from it, to cast moderately far and as much to the right or left as 
possible, and then gradually and slowly work the bait, on fine gut flight, 
across the stream and necessarily downwards, until the bait has passed beyond 
the line of the stern of the boat, and for the chance of hooking a fish when 
reeling in, one might as well reel home as quickly as possible. All this goes 


for nothing unless a man is on the spot at the time a fish is feeding, ashe might | 


as wellstop at home. Pray excuse this lengthy yarn, but the more an idea is 
thrashed out the better. 

While on the subject of reels, I would recommend that the best should be 
obtained, as many times whenI have asked to see an angler’s reel who has 
professedly fished Nottingham, I have found the number of revolutions to be 
obtained very few, when a downright good reel should go some three minutes. 
I have seen some go four. I have recently tried shifting one of the handles on 
the Nottingham reel within §ths of an inch of the centre, and for trenting in 
recovering the line the rapidity is greatly increased. In spinning, the balance 
would have to be adjusted, or the reel would ‘‘wobble.’’ Pray don’t think I 
make any claim to originality, but the thought struck me, and I have stated 
my expetience —I am &c., THAMES-NOTTINGHAM. 

P.S.—Touching the Ferry at Twickenham. It is leased by Cooper, who has 
the exclusive privilege, and, as you state in your foot-note to the complaint, 
the condition of the water in the river has much to do withthe way it is worked 
Why should the general pub’ic be inconvenienced for ever so short a time ? 
and why should the labour in working the Ferry be made more arduous for the 
benefit of a roach swim, however good? Cooper has the character of being 
civil and obliging—a fact I can bear testimony to. 

(We think ‘‘Thames-Nottingham’s ”’ remarks very useful, especially that hint 
of his about shifting the handle ; but, surely, ‘‘ Red Spinner,’’ of the Occabot 
Club, never recommended live baiting for trout! What we understood him to 
mean by referring to Nottingham float-fishing, was to show that the light trout 
spinning bait might be got out in the same way as the light Nottingham float 
tackle—either from the reel, or, if too light for that, by pulling the line out 
from the rings, in the Nottingham style. Dr. Brunton informs us that, in his 
opinion, the best material for a Nottingham winch, if it could be used, would 
be cork. What does ‘‘ Thames-Nottingham”’ say to this? Our impression is 
that you want weight in a reel for Jong casting —say from 30 to 60 yards. The 
control of the winch by the finger prevents any chance of over-running—a 
least, that is our experience, although six days’ practice this year is the extent 
of our acquaintance with this most delightful style of spinning —ED. ] 


ANGLING FOR HERRINGS WITH THE ARTIFICIAL FLY. 
Srr,—I have been often asked why herrings are not taken off our coasts 
while fishing with line for other fish ? My reply has invariably been, because 
they are not sought after with proper tackle, and that the accounts of their 
refusal to accept the hook are simply fallacious. In the first place, the hooks 
and gear used off our seaboards are mostly too clumsy or sunk too deep beyond 
the haditat of the herring, the mouth of the fish being peculiarly small, and 
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they are generally met with a few fathoms below the surface. These facts alone 
denote that herrings may be classed amongst surface and fly*taking fish. 

Mr. Mitchell, in his ‘‘ Herring: Its Natural History,’’ confirms this view, for 
he says that herrings often leap at flies, and they are frequently caught by hooks 
baited for the purpose of catching other small fish, and even by clean, unbaited 
hooks. 

Indeed, we have heard of an enterprising fish curer, of Dunbar, at about the 
end of May, wishing to get herrings early to the Hamburg market, sending 
boats with rods and fly-hocks to a distance of about a mile and a half from the 
shore, where, in the course of an hour, the crew of each boat got from 309 to 
500 herrings. There were twenty-seven artificial flies on each line, and there ™ 
were generally seventeen or eighteen herrings on the hooks each time. 

I am likewise told that also in May two or three young lads at Banff caught 
each upwards of six dozen herrings in a few hours with fishing rods and arti- 
ficial flies, the herrings being of good size and the usual kind. 

Again, some years since, in the Moray Firth, from May to July, there was a 
very considerable take of herrings by means of the fly, and also by clean, un- 
baited white tinned hooks, the herrings taking the latter, as is supposed, for 
such animalcules as they sometimes feed upon. 

The fact has likewise been established by undoubted evidence that the 
herring will take minute fish, its own young, ova, and worms, provided the 
hook baited is sufficiently small. 

Here, then, is a wide opening for those who for years haye been lamenting 
the increased and increasing exclusiveness of those waters upon which they 
would fain indulge their favourite art. And a herring, particularly caught 
‘‘long shore,’’ is a good dish, and in the absence of trout and grayling may be 
certainly preferred to any other fish of the fresh waters with the fly; indeed, it 
is far preferable to many of the trout in the Welsh lakes, Talythlynn more 
particularly, where the trout have no more gow¢ than a fried kid glove. 

It can scarcely be urged that the herring is a game fish, in the acceptatioa 
of the term ; but from its active nature and natural sportive characteristics it 
would, at the end of a light rod and fine tackle, not fall short in this respect. 

A friend who has followed out the above suggestions writes: ‘Since your 
suggestion I have cast a fly from the shore in many parts of Scotland, and taken 
many herrings, together with bass (but you seldom get the herring where the 
latter is present), and the sport has certainly been all I could desire. I tried 
the same plan on the Eastern coast last May, and to the surprise of the fisher- 
men got a very handsome lot of ‘long shore’ herrings, which are greatly 
prized in Norfolk and Suffolk. Think of the elbow-room secured to your 
operations on the broad ocean and on the sands—no trees and shrubs to catch 
your droppers, no boulders to cut your line, no keepers to growl at you if you 
are an inch over bounds, or to demand b!ack mail; and therefore, I repeat with 
you, that in future we might look forward with as much pleasure for the fly 
season on the ‘herring-p 2nd’ as we now do for the appearance of the May fly.’ 
—Iam, &c., CREEL. 


PRIZE FISHING AND PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

S1r,—As one who, like the secretary mentioned by ‘‘L. B.”’ in his last notes, 
holds very strong opinions on this subject, I crave your leave to say a few 
words, and make a suggestion which I have had in my mind some time; and I 
ee after ‘*L. B.’s’? notes, the present is a-very opportune moment to 
make it. 

‘‘L. B.’? says that club men do not subscribe to preservation and other 
societies as they ought. Why isit? Because a very great number of them— 
larger than one would hardly believe—have a craze for prizes, not caring about 
fish or fishing, but prizes pure and simple. I make bold tostate that a great 
number of the so-called anglers would not be fishers at all were it not for the 
prizes. ‘What!” says one of our firm believers in “ gross-weight and peg« 
down’? (the two greatest evils)—‘‘ Wouldn't be fishers if it wasn’t for prizes ! 
All gammon!’’ But it isn’t ‘‘all gammon,”’ friend ‘‘ Grossweight,” it is 
truth, and I can prove it. I have heard men, men who have been members of 
angling clubs for years, make use, when the subject, ‘no prizes,’? has been 
broached, of such expresssions as the following :—‘ If prizes are done away 
with, what is the use of going fishing??? And again, ‘‘ What is the use of 
going fishing if you cannot weigh your fish in?” and others of alike nature. 
Also in the club-room, when a proposition has been made to send a small sum 
—may-be to the T. A. P.S., or other kindred society—the first question 
asked is, ‘‘ How are the funds? We mustn’t distress; them. We have so 
many months to go, and we shall want somany more club prizes; ” and in five 
cases out of six the money is not sent. Why? Because there would be fewer 
prizes. And even whenit is sent it is grudgingly given, and the thought upper- 
most in their minds is, not the good it may do, but that it is one day's 
outing the less. 

ne gross-weight question has been well threshed out, and not, in my 
opinion, in favour of it. But peg-down matches, which are most numerous, 
have received little or no attention from the reforming hand of the, if I may call 
him so, Radical angler. ; 

Now, in my opinion, the style of prize fishing has more to do with the 
angler’s selfishness—a strong word, but a just one—than any other. By this 
system there is a chance (and it is all chance work) of getting a prize or prizes 
easily, without any great amount of skill. It is a well-known fact that peg- 
down prizes are taken with fish weighing oftener under than over a pound. 

Ihave heard it asserted, as an argument in favour of these matches, that it is 
a pleasant day’s outing (pleasant when some won't move away from their swim 
for ten minutes during the whole day; this is no exaggeration, as I have seen it 
repeatedly)—that it engenders a friendly feeling, &c. But my experience has 
been otherwise ; indeed, I have heard and seen more mean things said and done ~ 
on these occasions than on any gross-weight outing. Why, I recollect a case 
where some club men were pegged-down for prizes, when one of them hooked - 
a bream, and in trying to lift it over some mud (the tide having gone out, and 
in ‘‘peg-down”’ you dare not move under forfeiture of your prize), the line 
broke. One of the others, a young member, ran forward to get it out, when 
cries were raised of ‘* Leaveit alone!’’ ‘‘If any one touches it Isha!l object to 
its being weighed-in.’”’ And I could, were it not taking up your valuable 
space, quote other cases of a similar kind. If they had not been prize fishing, 
most of them, I have not the slightest doubt, would have been willing to lend 
a hand ; but because a prize or two were hanging in the balance they acted in 
what I at the time calied a paltry, unmanly manner. 

Now, the undoubted pleasure of angling is not so much the mere taking of 
fish as the surroundings. But yet to call an out-and-out peg-down or gross- 
weight man “a contemplative man,’’ would be a misuse of the word, Talk to 
these men of the pleasure of hearing the song of the birds, the hum of the bees 
and innumerable insects, the sight of the grand flora of nature stretched out 
before them, or any of the thousand-and-one pleasures of a true angler’s life, 
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and they will yawn and say, ‘‘ Ah, yes, but we want fish!’ and some are not 
particular how they get them. I venture to say there is hardly a case of buying 
fish by club men, and other disreputable practices, which cannot be directly 
traced to the prize system. 

And now for the suggestion. It is this: Could not ‘*L. B.’”’ or Mr. Hoole, 
or any one of the executive of the three associations, see their way to advise their 
Association to grant anglers, other than society men, the privilege of an Associ- 
ations’ water ticket at, say, 7s. (the same price for which they can be obtained 
by almost anybody joining one of the many angling societies as honorary 
member), and thus get a proportion of the money which is now wasted ia prizes? 
T have thought this suggestion out very carefully, and cannot see why it should 
not succeed. With the aid of a committee, to whom every one desirous of 
obtaining the tickets should apply personally, and also be introduced bya 
present holder of a ticket, who would be a kind of surety, the grand privileges 
obtained from the railway companies would, in my humble opinion, be as safe 
as they are at present. 
at to the monetary benefit to the Association, no one can reasonably doubt 
that. 

- Hoping to hear the opinions of other anglers on the subject, and with 
apologies for taking up your valuable space,—I am, &c., RAVENSBOURNE. 

[We most heartily endorse the views given by ‘‘ Ravensbourne’? in the 
above letter, and for years past have said in substance the same things in this 
paper. ‘‘ Prize fishing’? and ‘‘weighing-in’’ will inevitably turn anglers 
into pot-hunters, and angling into pot-fishing.—Eb. | 


ROACH BITES WITH. PASTE. 


S.R,—As none of your correspondents have expressed my ideas on this 
subject, I should like to offer a few remarks. To begin with, ‘* Mark 
Antony ”’ says, in your issue of November 18: ‘‘ The mere operation of the 
roach taking in the paste instantly sinks the float, but so quickly is the bait 
puffed or blown out again (espec ally if the fish are not on the feed) that, no 
matter how quick the anglers may be . . they are often and often 
too late. Iniact, . . . . ordinary roach anglers will lose four bites out 
of six.’? This, I think, is scarcely correct. An expert would hardly miss one 
i twenty that took in the bait, as ‘‘M. A.’’ premises. I should not call him 
even an ordinary roach angler who missed four out of six of such bites. Iam 
speaking of tight-line fishing, with rod tip over float all the time; not of 
Nottingham style, at some distance from the angler. 

If the fish takes the bait in, there is a momentary pause, during which he 
determines to eject it, and sets in motion the muscles which effect the act— 
momentary, indeed, but sufficient for an expert to hook him. But there is avery 
good reason why at times so many apparent bites are missed by even the best 
anglers, which is, that the bait is not taken in, but held against the fish’s lips by 
suction, without even partially entering his mouth, but producing eve:y appear- 
ance of a bite on the float. . 

When a boy, my midsummer holidays were largely spent in fishing, chiefly 
for roach, as I lived close to streams abounding with them. At that time of 
year—June and July— they would be in shallow runs of 2 toq feet; and the 
water was Often so clear I could fish with my eye on th: bait and fish, and not 
on the float, and I had full opp rtunity of seeing ju t howthe bait (paste) was 
taken. I of'en took two or three dozen in the morning fishing in this way, 
when I could not have done so well by depending on the float only. I observed 
that the roach often held the bait against their lips as I have described—I used 
to think to taste or smelt it—and then either took it in or puffed it away. 
Sometimes they would swim a 1 ttle way with it before rejecting it, causing a 
most vigorous *‘bite’’ as to the float. [ used to keep a keen eye on the bait, 
and directly I lost sight of it, struck, and-rarely missed. Striking when it was 
merely being held against the lips was always unsuccessful. This applies to 
yoach from 2 to 8 oz. 

I never took large fish in such places. They frequentec deeper water. In 
my experience, I have usually noticed big fish take down the float without pre- 
liminary knocks or jolts, more like ‘‘bottom”’ than otherwise ; and I believe 
they either disdain the bait altogether or take it without suspicion. The very 
small ones will follow a bait down and butt it to pieces, as C. South says, by 
rushing at it one after ancther, each taking a tiny mouthful until it falls off, 
of which you are apprised by the sudden quietude of the float, which has pre- 
viously been jerking and j»lting all down the swim. ; 

This is the result of my observation of the biting of roach, and, I think, 
explains why, on ce:tain occasions, so many decided-looking bites a5, aur 








LORD SHELBURNE could say the most provoking things and yet 
seem quite unconscious of their being so. In one of his speeches, 
alluding to Lord Carlisle, he said: ‘‘The noble Lord has written a 
comedy—” ‘No, a tragedy,” interrupted Lord Carlisle. ‘‘Oh, I 
beg your pardon; I thought it was a comedy.” —London Soczety. 

THE Jay Hubbel game does not always pan out well. The other 
day a stage driver in the Black Hills undertook to horsewhip the pas- 
sengers into getting out of the stage and pushing it up hill, but the 
passengers emptied their revolvers into him a few times, held a 
Coroner’s inquest, and found that he had died of pneumonia.—Texas 
Siftings. 
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NOTES AND QUERIES. 


CURIOUS “SPORT” OF THE GOLDEN CARP. 


A GENTLEMAN from Manchester, Mr. Warrener, called at our 
last Friday, and left a couple of live fish, about 2} inches long, wien 
he had caught ina mill dam, in Lancashire, and wished to know 
what they were. Having never seen English fish formed exactly 
like them, we could only say we thought they were what fern amateurs 
would call a “ sport,” z.e., a divergence from the regular form. They 
were of the gold-fish variety of the carp family, but the curious part 
was the tail, which was very large in comparison with the fish—in 
fact, nearly one-third of the fish was tail; but this tail was double, or 
fan-shaped almost. In fact, the best idea we can give in words is to 
say that the tail extended from the end of the body very much as does 
the gable in an Elizabethan house, or like a peacock’s tail when at, 
‘ half-cock,” if we may use that expression. We took the pretty 
little fellows to Dr. Giinther, of the British Museum. He was much 
interested, and said he had not seen fish like these from English 
waters, though there was no reason why they should not do well in 
many ponds which were suitable for gold-fish. He said they were, as 
we supposed, a ‘‘sport”’ of the gold-fish, and by crossing them with 
crucian Carp, still more curious “sports” might be got. He showed 
us illustrations of very similar fish, produced by selection in breeding 
by Japanese fish breeders. 

oreign fish of this kind have been exhibited at Brighton, Paris, 
Bérlin, New York, &c., but this is, we think, the first time they have 
been found in an English water, and described. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


THE NEW CRUSADES: A VISION AND A WARNING, By Saladin, 
. “William Satchell, Tavistock Street. 

THIS is a clever brochure devoted to forecasting the future history of 
that most curious religious movement of our day, the Salvation 
Army. Saladin paints a fearful picture of the state of things in this 
country in the opening year of the twentieth century. The military 
form of government by generals, captains, &c., which is the sole 
secret of the wonderful success of the movement, becomes the means 
by which unquestioning obedience is exacted; the handkerchiefs 
which are now waved at the meetings give place to swords, guns, 
knives, &c. _A holy war is preached. London and all the chief 
towns are seized. Bloody battles take place, and, in the last scene 
of all, “‘Great Paul” gives the signal for another massacre of 
St. Bartholomew, on a much Jarger scale. In fact, it would appear 
from Saladin’s prophecy that in eighteen years’ time the Salvationists 
will attempt to murder all who will not join their ‘“ army.” We 
cannot say we share Saladin’s fears, but his warning certainly affords 
food for reflection as to what will be the end of this enormous 
“army,” increasing daily in our midst. That ‘‘ Unity is Power” was 
never more clearly proved than by the success of ‘* General”? Booth’s 
vast ‘‘ Army” scheme: those who think that power will be abused 
will find little comfort in Saladin’s “vision.’? We believe the writer 
is the well-known author of many popular works. 

The Army and Navy Album (Stafford and Guy, 4, Russia Row, 
Milk Street, E.C.). We can congratulate this enterprising young 
firm on its first publication in the illustrated photograph album line. 
It was a happy idea to secure the services of the artist, Mr. R. Caton 
Woodville ; and his very vigorous and carefully-coloured pictures 
make this album one of the most attractive and valuable of the kind. 
In fact, when we say that the work contains eighteen exquisitely 
executed chromos of the following subjects, it will be seen to have a 
permanent national interest :—Frontispiece— Drum Major of the 
Guards in state dress and Band; Royal Horse Artillery, march past, 
drummer, gun in action ; Field Artillery; Life Guards ; Dragoons, 
Fifth and Scots Greys; Lancers; Hussars; Grenadier Guards, officer 
with colours, drummer-boy; Royal Engineers and 66th Light Infantry ; 
Highlanders ; Rifle Brigade ; Sailors, Marines, and gun; Sailors, boat’s 
crew and H.M.S, “Triumph,.”” The embossed cover is very handsome, 
and the general get-up leaves nothing to be desired. 
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BURGLARIES ison the increase. The beaks sez yer should warn a 
burglar. By all means, but shoot.’im fust sez I. A burglar down’t 
nivver give you nou warnin’,—The Kaukneigh Awlminek. 








ALFRED YOUNG| AMERICAN ORGANS. 


“TheGOLDEN PERCH,” 
402, OXFORD ST-., 


» Lonpon, W. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
Z of every description. 
The Angier’s Handbook and Catalogue of Prices, with 
eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c., post 
tree, Three Pence, 


very superior Instrument, 





ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 


Betore buying one of ttese Instruments for the Church, 
Chapel, Sunday-school, or Home, please write us for our Il- 
lustrated List. It will be greatly to your advantage to do so, 
as you will save from 30 per cent, upwards, and obtaina 





J. COWLEY and CO., 
21, PRINCE’S DOCK STREET, HULL. 


Sole Agents for the United Kingdom, 





A BRACE OF TROUT 
iA Ne cuit), 


TO PAINT FROM. 
By R. HATCHWELL, 18, Regent’s Park 


Terrace, N.W. 


100,000 BIRDS IMPORTED ANNUALLY. 


On view daily at 166, Great Portland Street, London, W. 
(Two minutes’ walk from Portland Road Station), 














is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders, 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 
Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by PRIcE’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 


Limited, London, Established 1868, 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s. to 15s, ; Goldfinches, Bull- 
finches, Siskins, Linnets ; best working Ferrets in England, 
4s. and 5s. each; tame Rabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s. 6d, each. 
E. Turekett_s, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich, 


The Largest and Cheapest Collection of British, 
Foreign, and Continental Birds, German Canaries, 
Piping Bullfinches, Talking Parrots. All soft-hilled 
birds kept in stock. 





One visit is sure to give satisfaction.—E, ETABLE. 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND WEST 

RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 

Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Wens- 
ley, or o her 1ivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which Fas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c-, may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. . 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.’’— 
Anglet’s Diary. 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 


‘* The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tarifl—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 














VA, FRY, and YEARLINGS of the 

favourite varieties of SALMONIDZ, includ- 
ing S. Fario (brook trout), S. Fontinalis (American 
trout), S. Ferox (Great Lake jrout), S. Levenersis 
(Loch Leven trout), Thymallus Vulgaris (grayling), 
and Hybrids, will be FOR SALE from November to 
April.—For prices apply to I. Andrews, Westgate 
House, Guildford. 


TROUT and CHAR OVA and FRY. 


Orders taken at the following low rates :— 
OVA, Salmo Fario, £1; FRY, 40s.; OVA, Salmo 
fontanilis, 30s. ; FRY, £3 per 1000. Yearling 
Salmo Lario, 408. per 100.—Address 


THOMAS FORD, 


Manor Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


TO FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 














THE Newly inyented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait 

makers; ate acknowledged to be superior in make and 

finish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust, 
For samples ard prices address— 


CHARLES=C-0U-R-T,; 
PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 


Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, 


LOVERS OF FISH. YARMOUTH 
BLOATERS. 


Ham cured for keeping, 100, 11s, ; 200, 208,; 500, 45s. 
Discount on large quantities. 
Carriage paid to London or Birmingham, 


Cash, with Order, to 


H. BAYLY AND CO,, 


MERCHANTS, 
GREAT YARMOUTH. 


NDIA-RUBBER STAM PS§. 
For Endorsing Envelopes, Cheques, and Pestal Cards 
Heading Note Paper, Marking Linen, Stamping Mono= 
grams, Crests,and Facsimiles of Signature. 
THE “PREMIER” DATING STAMP, 
With Solid Rubber Dates or ten years, from 18s, 6d, each 
THE NEW POCKET STAMP. 








From 2s, 6d, each, 
Price and Pattern Sheets free on Application, 
OHN BERKLEY, 
6, LIVERY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 





A Wonderful Curiosity. lCa nnon’s Glue Powder 





Now ready, a few more beautifully-finished PAD- 
LOCKS, MADE FROM TWO THREEPENNY 
PIECES, fitted with key and warranted in working 
order. They form an elegant ornament for the 
watch-guard, or may be used as an ordinary lock. 
Numerous unsolicited testimonials have been 1e- 
ceived, accompanied with further orders. They 
would be very suitable for a Christmas Present for 
either lady or gentleman, as they are a marvel of 
workmanship and a genuine curiosity. Post free, 30 
stamps.—‘‘G. B.,’’ 29, Pearson Street, Spring 
Bank, Hull. 

Special Prices to Wkolesale Buyers. 





Every FRIDAY, price 2d., post free, 24d. 
Also issued in Monthly Parts. 


KNOWLEDGE. 


An Illustrated Magazine of Science 
Plainly Worded and exactly 


Described. 
Edited by RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


“Mr. Richard Proctor’s New Magazine, Know Leper, 
promises to satisfy a want which has been long felt.”— 
Saturday Review. 


~ Mr. Proctor, of all writers of our time, best conforms to 
wlatthew Arnold’s conception ofa man of culture, in that he 


strives to humanise Knowledge, to divest it of whatever is | 


harsh, crude and technical, and to make it a source of haps 
piness and brightness for all.” — Westminster Review, 
Yearly Subscription, post free, 10s. 10d. 
WYMAN AND SONS, 74 & 75, GREAT QUEEN ST,, 
LONDON, W. 


For a Hunéred Excellent and Palatable 


HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Io0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 








‘¢ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness,”’—Dritish |. 


Workweman. . 
*‘ Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”’—The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 





NOW READY. 


THE HANDBOOK 


TO THE 


AND BROADS 


OF 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


—_— 


RIVERS 


By G CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, 
Author of ‘‘ The Swan and Her Crew.” 





With a Splendidly Coloured Map or the Rivers 
and Broads. 


In Paper Boards, 1s. 6d. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 
JARROLD and SONS, 3, Paternoster Buildings, 
London, and Norwich, And all Booksellers. 


Co PUGS. COLDs, ASTHMA, 





Bess and NEURALGIA, 


Dye J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
oidinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘Dr. J. 
Collis. Browne’s Chlorodyne.’’ See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
July 16, 186}, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W, C. Wirkrnsoy, F.R.C.8., Spalding :— 


*“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.” 


Sold in bottler, xs, r4d., 2s. 9d., and qs. 6d., by all 
Chemists, 


S:le Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Ressell Street, W.C, 





Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CoO., Manufacturers, Witham 
re Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
and. : 


i THE 
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THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 





Offices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE, WEIGHT, to cz. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 


12 feet, stand-up rings. 
Carriage paid for 6d, 


complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. 
: extra. 

‘¢ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan res 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.”’—FisninG 
GAZETTE, : 

1 yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d, 

per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, ~ 
Finest drawn gut mavufactured, 15 inch, 3s. 9d. per 100 ; 2s, 
per 50, and 6d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long rs, 1¢d. per 100. 

P.S.—If fishermen would send for the Roach Rod in Winter, 
or row I have a tew ready, could send them at once. 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. | 


LOST. 


A BAIT CAN, containing Enclosed Can of Per- 
forated Zinc, Spoon Bait, and other Pike-Fishing 
Tackle. Was last seen at Whitchurch Station, 
Salop, on the evening of the 8th November last. 
Anyone restoring it to the owner will be rewarded. 
—Address, Box 25, Post Office, Hyde. 








{PSSEESE AQUARIUM.—NEW YEAR’S 


WEEK. 


2°30 
3.0 





YAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12 0 noon, 

Close 11.0 p.m.—PROGRAMME for THI3 DAY: 
Day Performance of Grand Pantomime in Theatre, 
Professor Marks’ Dogs. 
Lombarto Bros. (musical ¢’owns); 
The Sisters Martini (trapeze artists). 
John Le Clair (juggler). 
Mdlle. Wald Damazan‘e (serp2nt ch:r.nor), 
American Teim (knockabouts). 
Madame Selika (vocalist). 
The Silbon Troupe. 
John Cooper’s Tiained Lions, 
The Beckwith Family. : 
Mr, Albért Lowe. Popular Recital on Grand Organ. 
Night Performance of Grand Pantomim:;in Theatre, 
Grand Promenade Concert. ~ 
The Beckwith Famiiy. 
Second Part of Concert. 
The Silbon Troupe, c 
John Cooper’s Trained Lions, 

Admission ONE SHILLING, 


Roe AQUARIUM.—PROMENADE 


CONCERTS. 70 Ladies and Geatlemen of tte 
Alhambra Chorus. THIS LVENING. 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — IMPERIAL 
THEATRE. JACK THE GIANT KILLER. The 
best Christmas rantom me in London,—Afteri 0)-, at 2.30 
Evening, at 7.30. ; 


Rese AQUARIUM.—KRAO —The 


MISSING LINK, In consequence of the large 
attendance of visitors tosee Krao, it has been found neces- 
sary to increase the size of the reception room. Krao, 
therefore, will not be on view till SATURDAY NEXT, 
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THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


| Bae first meeting of the council of the above Association will 
be held at 3 p. m. on Tuesday, January 16th, at the Fish- 
mongers’ Hall, London Bridge, Sir James Gibson Maitland, Bart., 
in the chair, 
W. OLtpHAM CHAMBERS, H 

R. B. Marston, on. Secs. 





PROHIBITION OF DRAG NETTING IN THE: PUBLIC 
WATERS OF NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK. 


A GREAT blow has just been dealt, we are delighted to say, at 
the poachers of Norfolk and Suffolk. Ata meeting of the 
conservators for the above counties (appointed under the Norfolk 
and Suffolk Fisheries Act, 1877), the following gentlemen were 
present : 

The Most Noble the Marquis of Bristol, Sir R. J. Buxton, Bart., 
M.P., E. Birkbeck, Esq., M.P., R. T. Gurdon, Esq., M.P., Messrs. 
E, Field (Clerk to the Board), C. Louis Buxton, H. M. Upcher, 
I. O. Howard Taylor, J. Barwell, S. Grimmer, H. R. Harmer, J. 
B. Pearce, A. J. N. Chamberlin, W. Pattrick (Mayor of Lynn), H. 
Pulley, W. Everitt, J. Crisp, &c. The Mayor of Norwich in the 
chair.—After transacting some formal business and appointing 

a number of bailliffs to act in different waters within the limits of 
the Act, 
- A deputation was received from the Yare Preservation Society 
on the subject of the prohibition of the drag net in public waters 
within. the jurisdiction of the Conservators. ‘The deputation was 
introduced by Mr. J. C. Chittock (Hon. Solicitor to the Society), 
and consisted of Messrs. T. Southwell, H. W. Stafford, C. Daniels, 
R. Moll, and C. J. Greene (Secretary). ; 

Mr. Barwell stated that in looking over some old papers the 
other day he came across an account of a petition to the Thames 
Conservancy Board from Thames fishermen and a vast number of 
anglers praying for the abolition of the six-inch and three-inch 
mesh—in fact, for the abolition of netting altogether. One thing 


set forth was this: ‘‘ After a little rain and thick water, when a 


frost comes the fish all get up under the boughs, and the three- 
inch net can then, in about two applications, entirely skin any 
reach of the river.’’ This petition was successful, and netting in 
the Thames was altogether prohibited. 

The Mayor pointed to the second bye-law, by which the use or 
attempted use of the bow net was absolutely prohibited, and con- 
tended that if the Conservators had power to prohibit the one 
they had also the power to prohibit the other. (Hear, hear.) 

The deputation having withdrawn, 

The Marquis of Bristol asked Mr. Field whether the possession, 
or distribution, or the sale of immature and undersized fish was 
not in itself illegal ? 

Mr. Field replied not under their bye-laws ; and it was very 
difficult to know what Acts of Parliament were in force. 

Mr. Birkbeck, M.P., moved the following resolution :— 

That, notwithstanding anything in the foregoing bye-laws, no 

person shall use, or attempt to use, from and after the 3oth of June, 
1883, in any part next described, viz.:—[Here follow the descriptions 
set forth in the resolution presented by the deputation ]—any drag net, 
unless with the previous permission of the Board of Conservators, 
He moved this resolution, feeling confident that under sub- 
section 2, clause 11 of their Act, they had distinct power to make 
this prohibition in the same way as they had prohibited the use of 
the bow net, As regarded the. present Home Secretary, he could 
only say that whenever he had had any conversation with him on 
fishing matters he had most distinctly said he would do all in his 
power to further the fishing interest. (Applause.) 

Mr. Field—That is a great pull. 

Mr. Birkbeck—It is a great pull to have the Home Secretary on 
your side. On every occasion that I have had any conversation 
with him as regards fishing matters he has always expressed the 
same view. Iam sure if the Board pass this resolution we shall 
have no difficulty in getting this prohibition, which is only 
fair, and nothing more than the public have a right to expect. 
(Hear, hear.) _ 
~ Mr. A. J. N. Chamberlin, in seconding the proposition, said that 
‘unless a step of this kind were taken, no fair-sized fish would be 
left in the river at all. 

Sir R. . Buxton, M.P., supported the resolution, 
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Mr. Howard Taylor also supported the resolution. If in future 
the thing worked well, no doubt the owners of private rights would 
feel that they ought not to insist upon netting at all. 

Mr. Gurdon, M.P., was entirely of opinion with Mr. Taylor that 
without at all going beyond their legal rights—and certainly 
without going beyond their moral duty—in this matter, they ought 
to pass this .bye-law, which would protect the interests of the 
many and prevent their being sacrificed to the interests of a few. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the deputation 
re-admitted. 

The Mayor announced the decision of the Board, and Mr. 


-Chittock, on behalf of the deputation, thanked the Conservators 


for their very courteous reception and for the attention they had 
given to the matter. 

On the motion of Sir Robert Buxton, M.P., seconded by Mr. 
Upcher, Mr, Field was directed to take the necessary steps to give 
legal effect to the resolution passed by the Board. 





FLY-FISHING-SPINNING.—IV. 


“COMMIT THE BEGINNING OF ACTIONS To ARGUS, WITH His 
HUNDRED Eves, THE EnpD To BRIAREUS, wIrH His HuNDRED 
Hanps.”’ 


* A ND now we are out of the dingy workshop, and down by 

the silver river, say the Dove, or the Dee; and my present 
task, and morepleasant one, is toshowyou, gentleand eagerscholar, 
howtocasta line in fly-fishing-spinning. I had maderod,and reel, 
and line, and spinning-tackle, and bait, all ready for the cast in 
the last article, you will recollect. The three-yard gut-line, to- 
gether with the baited spinning-tackle, come down, you see, 
pretty close to the butt of my 10 foot rod. I now Jet out some 12 
yards of line from the winch, letting it lie at my feet; then, 
keeping my right-hand (for I’m a left-handed fellow) on the line, 
a little below the butt of the rod, which I raise in the left for the 
cast, I swish the rod—lightly, gently—backwards and forwards— 
at each easy forward-cast letting “out line by releasing—for a 
moment—the hand from the line, which is taken up through the 
rings of the rod, and is now out in the air at full-length from the 
rod-point behind me; and at the moment before each backward- 
cast taking hold of the line again, so as to tighten it for that 
backward-cast, and also the next forward one. For the first 
postulate or principle in fly-fishing-spinning isthisone: Allcasting 
must be made with a ¢7gA/ line. And the next is like unto it. 
Every cast must be made in a strazgh? line. When.about 5 yards 
of the winch-line (making with the gut-line and spinning-tackle 
about 8 yards) are stretched out straight in the air behind me 
and about 7 yards of winch-line are lying at my feet, I cast strazgh 
forward, with a smart, under-hand cast—somewhat as though I 
were casting a fly under a bush. One instant later, as the line 
which was out straight behind me flies forward, I let go my hand 
from the loose-line, which, as soon as the line that was behind 
me has all gone to the front, runs up the rod, and follows it, and 
the minnow falls lightly on the water some 13 or 14 yards off. 
And there will, after the cast, be still about a yard or two of 
winch-line lying at my feet. For ifall the line drawn off from the 
winch were cast out there would be a sudden check, the minnow 
would first get strained and cut, and in’ the next place it would 
fall more heavily, with a greater splash, in the water. Only a 
little more modestly, Master Cotton, you might 

‘Let your maiden-cast be made,” 

with a little less line out, I mean. Because you are, you know, 
as yet but in your very earliest novitiate. And you recollect that 
Italian proverb: ‘“‘ Che va sano, va lontano?” What a pity your 
very-great-grandfather cannot come to life again, and take a few 
lessons—not of me, though ! Ah! in how many more days in his 
life, had he “‘ not been weary of slaughter,” could he not ‘have 
loaden a lusty boy,” if he had been fly-fishing-spinning, instead 
of only fishing with the Green-drake and the Stone-fly! But we 
are talking, not working. As the minnow touches the water, if it 
is shallow, I begin to spin the bait back towards me, holding my 
rod so that the point is at something like right-angles to the bait, 
and drawing the line in s/ow/y and steadily, and with that peculiar 
turning of the hand, so familiar to old Thames-spinners ; first of 
all, however, letting a yard or two lie loose, and then gathering 





* Corrigenda to Article III. I am most agreeably surprised to find the 
engravings so well printed. They are a considerable improvement upon those 
in the Christmas Number, and are infinitely better than they were in the 
‘proofs? of Article III. Hine ille 1 achrime all over that article. 

T observe that since I finally corrected those proofs an alteration has been 
made in the reference to the engravings as being on ‘‘ next page,’’ instead of 
“below.” And in that alteration—with special reference to the first figure, the 
number ‘I.’ hasdropped out, But why did you not pick it up and put it in 
again, Mr. Printer? [know that it was there, because I corrected the form of 
the number to the Roman, so as to agree with the forms of all the other 
numbers, and saw that the correction was duly made. 
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in the remainder, either into that figure of eight, in the palm of 
the hand, at which such spinners are so expert, or else (as Ward 
does) on the outstretched fingers and thumb, the handturning as it 
gathers, and whentheline is being cast outagain drawing the fingers 
and thumb a frifle closer together, just enough (for they-are still 
slightly open) to loosen the line which is over them, and let it run 
out from off them freely. 

Terfection in this bit of legerdemain is one of the later accom- 
plishments in the art; nor am I yet as proficient in it as I would 
like to be. WhenI began, I said to myself: ‘One thing ata 
time; get yourself well grounded in your casting, and ‘hen you 
can give more attention to this troublesome gathering in of the 
line in or on the hand.” And Iam not at all sure that I would 
not give the same advice to any other beginner. The reader 
must bear in mind that the smaller the minnow, and lighter the 
belly-lead, and finer the winch-line, the lighter will be the cast, 


and sometimes (in a dry, calm day, certainly), the longer the’ 


cast, and always the better the spin. In fishing deepish water I 
let the minnow sink down well before I begin to drawit in. Under 
ordinary circumstances, the best direction for casting is across the 
stream and a little down it, or at ratheran obtuse angle with the 
bank opposite to the one on which the angler is standing. The bait 
sweeps round with the current towards his bank, as he draws it in 
and up against the stream. But, afterall, all depends upon the 
tun of the water—the holts, the bushes, &c.—to a practised 
spinner. Ina winding, changing stream, opening and shutting 
with bushes, the casting is ever-varying, which constitutes the far 
greater charm of fishing such a water than the comparatively 
uniform and monotonous casting called for in a wide, open river, 
like the Usk, at Usk. Sometimes it may answer to cast down 
close under the bank on your own side, where it is open—having 
first, like an artist, fished the intervening water—and draw out 
from under the near bank the fish from whose sight you are 
hidden, doing that, as from the nature of the case you will have 
te do, with the least possible show of winch-line—with an end-on 
line, in fact. This will often answer, like Lord Verulam’s last 
experiment with the snow-stuffed fowl, ‘‘ excellently well.’’ Then, 
again, you may have to work your way, or your bait’s way, along 
a narrow channel between weed-beds, sometimes in such places 
getting only a touch and go, a mere dip and twirl or two of the 
bait. Or you may have to cast up-stream, and spin down it in 
places. This last, however, always requires much quicker action 
of the minnow—and, theretore, of the fingers of the line-hand— 
to keep the spin up, and is more difficult work. If you want to 
cast close up to anawkward spot—some root, or bush, or rock—yon 
should cast your line backwards and forwards in the air, feeling 
your distance all the time, and letting-out or drawing-in line, if 
need be, and when you have got the distance to a nicety, then, 
with the exact force required for the distance, cast your minnow 
to the dangerous target, making, not a “ bull’s-eye”’ bang into it, 
but a more excellent ‘outer ” right up to it. 

Remember that wherever a fly can be freely cast—amid what- 
ever obstructions—there a minnow can be cast, too, in the fly- 
style. That friend of mine in the North, the old-hand with the 
fly, and now an ardent disciple of the new art, writes me in these 
words: ‘‘ Wherever you can freely cast your fly, a practised hand 
can cast the minnow.” . 

A very good, quiet way of fishing a long and strong ‘‘run” of 
water, one strong enough to carry the minnow down a long 
distance without sinking, is to pay out line, and let the minnow 
run down the stream; but not too quickly, and ever and anon 
working it slowly back a yard or two. And a deadly way of fishing 
a weir or tumbling-bay is to let the minnow sink down well into 
the white water just under the fall, and dibble it gently up and 
down. TI had two good trout out of one tumbling-bay on the 
Colne this season, one a 3-pounder, by those tactics. 

Always take out a good stock of spinning-tackles with you. 
And when you are fairly au fait at casting in the open, lose no 
opportunity of fishing more and more difficult places, with 
adventurous, yet careful casting. Never mind losing several 
tackles a day in fluvial or riparian nastinesses. You must lose 
many a tackle so, or ever you can fish a woody, orarocky, ora 
weedy water in this style with consummate skill. Although 
wherever a fly can be freely cast a fly-minnow can be cast, too, 
yet very often in dangerous places tke working of the minnow will 
be much more difficult than the working of the fly, owing to the 
loose-line and a variety of other causes. But verbum Sap : 
The intelligent fly-fisher will understand all that at the outset 
or will before long, and most impressively, learn it from ex. 
perience. For ‘wit bought is better than wit taught.” You 
cannot, as you will very soon find, raise the minnow, either 
from the water or the land, on a slack-line, by reason of 
the weight at its end. Hence that first principle of the art: All 
casting must be made with a tight line. You must draw in the 
slack with your hand, and then, holding the loose-line a little 
below the butt of the rod, cast out, first backwards, then forwards, 
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until you do—cat last ! 


.in the air, picking up your slack-line, if there be much of it, by 
repeated casts ix the air, till all is taut that you wish to cast out 
over the water, other than the loose-line which will: follow the 
taut-line after the cast forward over and into the water. Neither, 
for the same reason, can you bring back the line behind you—on 
your backward cast—with an over-hand and an over-head sweep 
or curve, as you would do in fly-fishing. You must cast it straight 
back, with an underhand-motion of the rod-arm—let it reach its 
full length out behind you—thus getting what my man, Harry 
Whiteman, was wont to call ‘‘a good back-stroke,” in whipping 
with the frog—and you must then cast out before you with a 
straight-forward stroke, and all will be well. Consequently, with- 
out the aid ofa loose or running line you could not cast nearly so 
far with the minnow as with the fly. For in fly-fishing your line, 
if long, is cast forward some time before it has all straightened 
out behind, and a large portion of the line sweeps out behind you 
in a wide curve after your cast forward is made. That can never 
happen in fly-fishing-spinning, because the weight at the end of 
the line requires, as we have seen, a taut-line, and a straight, not 
curved cast, both backwards and forwards. In fly-fishing- 
spinning the loose-line plays the part, is the counter-part in the 
cast of that portion of the line which sweeps round after the cast 
forward in fly-fishing, if the whole line cast bea long one. The low 
or flat trajectory of this under-hand casting, coupled with the light- 
ness of the weight at the end of the line, tends to limit the length 
of the cast. The great length of cast in the Thames or Trent 
style—lines being equal in length and weight—is attained by the 
greater weight of bait, orlead, or both, and also by the extra force 
ofthe cast, and again by its upward direction—all those con- 
causes making the bait mount high in the air, and then fall far 
away in the water, after describing a long parabolic curve. In 
fly-fishing-spinning the difference is great between the length of 
a cast made from a high bank and that of one made when wading 
up to the tops of your fisbing stockings. 

“The low sun makes the colour.” 
But the high bank makes the long cast in fly-fishing, and very 
much more so in fly-fishing-spinning, by virtue of those laws of 
the lines of falling bodies with which the mathematical reader is 
so familiar. , 

‘What lovely visions owe their flight* 

To cold, material laws !” 

I asked Ward to tell me how far he can, with his 10-foot rod, 
cast a minnow—measured distance—from off a low bank—say a 
foot above the water—on a calm day. But he, modestly, inas 
not told me. I think I may, with truth, tell you it would be zo 
yards, ifnot more. I have never measured the distances of my 
casts, and I am but a beginner, and do not want to appear a 
boaster. But, perhaps, I throw a fair line, and from a high bank 
a far-off one—nearer to 20 yards, possibly, than to 15, from 
such a ‘‘ coign of vantage.” 4 

You will sometimes—and particularly when casting a long, 
light line in a high wind—find a single knot appear suddenly 
either in your gut-line, or just above it in your winch-line. That 
phenomenon I attribnte to not giving time enough to the back- 
cast, thus bringing the minnow forwards on a double or looped 
line, whereby the minnow somehow, I suspect, pops through the 
loop—like a circus-rider through a hoop—and knots the line. 

In moving from place to place, when skipping water, by reason 
of bushes, &c., the line out from the point of the rod is cast back- 
wards and forwards én the air, to keép it from off the ground, as 
in fly-fishing, only taking care that it is taut at each backward 
and forward cast, yet not too taut. The great art or knack isto 
cast just at the instant the line is about to tighten. If the casting 
is made much before the line tightens, it is made with a slack 
line: if made after the line has tightened, it is made with a strain 
or jerk, and the minnow gets cut or torn in a few such casts. 
This-casting in the air whilst moving from place to place should 
be made gently, with as little force as is absolutely. necessary to 
keep the line well off the ground. But the loose-iine, which has to 
be managed at the same time, gives trouble to a beginner on his 


- little travels from one open space of a wooded water to another 


Of course the line can always be wound in and unwound again ; 
but if that is often happening it means both irksomeness and a 
sad loss of time, and does not mean accomplished angling. And 
here I may mention that this fishingis of such a delicate, clock- 
work, wheel-within-wheel character, that when one thing goes 
wrong half-a-dozen others are after it, pell-mell, to the bad, as 
quickly as a flock of sheep cut after their leader through a gap. 
Misfortunes never come singly. All this is terribly hard on a ~ 
beginner. But 
“Tf at first you don’t suceeed, 
Try, try again,” ’ 
It is far easier to cast the minnow with a  light-line, 
* Thad written ‘‘light’’?; but 1 accept the pmnter’s alteration, which is 
really a very happy improvement. j 
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ven in a high wind, to any given spot, than to cast a 
ly to it, on account of the greater weight of the bait cast. 
Vhat I have found is that, casting a minnow ona light-line 
cross or at right angles to a high wind, the bait has always 
rone pretty well to the mark; but the loose or running-out-part 
of the line has been blown away to the lee-side, and has 
yagged, tothe great prejudice of the hooking on the striking. 
3ut for that there is a partial remedy, a shorter cast, with a very 
ittle loose-line. 

When you either see or feel a fish run at your 
ninnow quick-striking, but not hard-striking, is the order of 
he day in this fishing, no less than in fly-fishing. I was taught 
o believe, and I sti/i believe—that you cannot—as the rule, 
vith scarce an exception—strike too quickly in angling for 
rout and grayling with fly or minnow. With any other angling 
ve are not now concerned. 

A common fault of ‘‘ ordinary” minnow-spinners when they run 
ish after fish, and miss them, is to imagine either that their hooks 
ire too small, or are of a bad shape, or else that. their spinning- 
ackle is altogether faulty in form, or, peradventure, that that extra 
rlass of extra-Kinahan over-night has not improved their own form ; 
whereas very often indeed no fault is truly attributable either to the 
100ks, or to the tackle, or to the Kinahan, or to the angler, but 
he ill-effects arise entirely from the shortness with which the fish 
are running, coupled, sometimes, with more than a single slice of 
-luck, pure and simple. ‘They do but chew at it,’’ as Cotton 
says, ‘‘and will not take it.”’. I have seen Ward—and he is Argus 
ind Briareus in’ one—run 6 or 7 fish in as many minutes on one 
shallow at Corwen, prick or touch them all, yet not hook a fish. 
But that was at noon, at the end of May, under a very bright sun. 
This defect on the fishes’ part is very marked at the fag-end of 
the season. One afternoon at the end of this last September I 
must have run, I should think, 50 small trout in a little brook. I 
only basketed 10, besides a sea-trout of about 1 1b. I could see 
he fish constantly darting at the minnow, often only just touching 
it, oftener still not touching it at all, True, my baits were 
abominably bad. The minnows had first rotted, and had then 
(after further pickling) dried up to mummies. 

If, as very often happens, the minnow comes out of spin by 
disarrangement of the hooks, it must be set right again without 
delay. For that purpose, among others, a keen eye should 
always be kept upon the bait, which, by the way, is always spun 
in sight, in clear waters-—except in deep pools, under banks, 
behind bushes, &c. Ward can generally detect a bad spin by the 
feel of the line, a delicacy of touch the result of very longpractice. 

If the minnow gets ragged with wear and tear, and bait are 
Scarce, it shou'd be patched up by transposing the hooks from 
one side to the other, the two hooks being placed in the side 
which had only one in it, and vice versi. Throwing away a 
bad minnow often means throwing away a chance of catching 
a good trout. How many a good fish is caught by a bad 
bait? My big one certainly was. 

Changing the curve of the minnow from right to left causes 
it to spin in a contrary directicn, and thus tends to untwist 
or take the “kink”? out of a line over-spun in the fishing. 
This is a particularly useful wrinkle when spinning for pike 
with a large bait and a light line. Another very good, way of 
taking the kink out of a line after spinning is to let it trail 
behind a boat rowed —of course, without any bait on the line— 
or to drag it after you on the ground, through high, coarse, 
tufted grass, as the fisher-folk do the first thing every morning 
at Slapton Ley. I cam see Bob Downing—up and down— 
backwards and forwards—at it now—between the Sands Hotel— 
Ibeg its pardon, The Royal Sands Hotel—and the Ley. Prob. 
ably in most cases a few casts in the air, or the water, of the 
unbaited line will suffice to unkink it. I have found very little 
inconvenience from kinking in this kind of fisning, except when 
the bait has been spinning with a very ,rapid, but a very morbid 
“wobble.” 

When fishing water which is not over-bright, or when fishing 
even a bright water on a dull day, you may spin your bait home 
almost to your feet, for often a trout will follow, and take it at 
the last moment, provided you are as still as a statue. But in 
fishing a gin-fine water, when you have plenty of fishing-ground, 
and still moreso when doing that on a bright day, you need not 
trouble to spin your bait back too near home. You will gain 
less than you will lose by it—in loss of time. Fish under such 
‘Circumstances the frst, the farthest off half of your cast, and then 
lift your bait from the water. Keeping as quiet as a mouse, or at 
least as motionless as a heron, youwill sometimes, in a good spot, 
take several fish without stirring a yard, or a foot, as you become 
an expert. I have seen Ward catch three or four trout—and 
pounders—in hardly more minutes ata singlestand. Always move 
as steadily as may be—stalkingly—onwards, up or down stream. 
Hurriedly walking or rushing up to a spot to make a cast does far 
more mischief than most anglers have any idea of. 








In spinning for ordinary-sized trout you will find it much 
better to dispense with a landing-net, and either lift your fish out 
with an easy swing, not jerk of the rod, or if he is too large to make 
that a safe proceeding, then simply draw him gently on to a 
shelving bank, or else—if the banks are more like braes—get down 
with you, and land him with your hand, as Dr. Brunton does his 
two and three pounders. But then the Doctor has the delicate 
digits of a canny-operator. His fingers are not allthumbs. What 
tricksy-operations have they not performed, to which trout- 
landing is but a trifle! The hook often gets caught in the net, 
and the fish flaps about, and breaks the fine tackle; or else the 
hooks are in thenet, whilst the fish is out of it—and—erupit / 
he has broken away altogether! Ward, I know, looks upon 
a landing-net in spinning with as holya horror as Jack feels ina 
gale for a lee-shore. 

I need not make any remarks upon playing a fish, as there is 
nothing special as to that in this new style of spinning. In the 
great majority of cases you will not lose a fish through the hold of 
the hooks breaking away, and not catching again. Out of ten— 
the only ten—fish between 2} Ib. and 63 1b. (7 trout and 3 pike) 
which I have hooked and played this season—all of them on the 
small hooks I have described and had engraved, and on fine, uz 
drawn gut—lI have only lost one fish from any cause whatever 
and the cause in that case was the hold of the hook giving way 
I have had my bait drt/en off many times by pike, small and not 
small, on the first hooking ; but that is quite another thing. The 
fish Llost was a trout, a good 4:pounder, and a very handsome 
fish. I played him out, and then stood and stared at his starry 
side, as he lay on it in the sun—aheavenly picture. I had refused 
to be burdened with a landing-net that day; and I paid the 
penalty. I counted well, as I thought, the gain and the loss of 
trying to land him thenand there, with the hand. But the bank 
was somewhat high, and so I ultimately resolved to tow hima 
little way, up stream, through a sluggish water, to a shallower 
shore, before I hazarded the operation of landing him without 
the co-operation ofa landing-net. I had hardly got him under 
weigh when the feckless hook came from him, without struggle 
orstrain; the waters, albeit not ‘‘ wild,” 


‘‘ Went o’er ¢hat child, 
And I was left lamenting.” 


And now, having told you of the 4-pounder lost, must I tell 
you all about the 6} pounder won? Well, then, to begin at the 
beginning, one afternoon last summer I said to an angling-friend 
in Town: ‘I really must be off, or I shall certainly miss my next 
train, and, do you know, I am going to catch a twelve-pound 
brace of trout this evening.” ‘Are you ¢tudeed ?” he asked, 
wonderingly. ‘Yes, with luck,” Tanswered confidently. Running 
down by rail, I imparted toa travelling-companion my fixed de- 
termination to do the deed, and he. promised to come and look 
me up “after tea.” When I reached the locus in guo—an aqua 
incognita to me—a mill-pool—no stream was running, and the 
stagnant ‘‘ pit,’ as thev styled it, was all covered over with float- 
ing weeds. The wheel was set on, and the weeds were sent off; 
but not before fresh quantities of the evss began to come down 
from over the baulk above. Then we stopped the wheel. Then 
we started it on again, gently, feebly. But then the minnows 
were such beasts! So big, and red, and yellow! Grumblingly I 
cut off the fins, and tail, and a good portion of the posterior, part 
of the least large and ill-looking of the lot, and sent him out to 
work for his living, or his dying, in the dead-and-alive mill 
stream. I had not made above a couple of casts when I sawa 
wierd flash athwart the dark water—felt something wnearthly—and 
up—-two feet in the air—appeared—an Apparition ! 

“Tis gone! 
We doit wrong, being so majestical, 
To offer it the show of violence.” 


Who'said that? All Isay is, had I been a paralytic, and it the 
angel come down to trouble the water for my perfect cure, I could 
hardly have felt a much deeper thrill of delight. ‘‘He’s a three 
or four pounder, sir!” said the excited miller’s man. But Ihad 
seen three or four pounders in the air, at the end of my line, 
more than once before that season. ‘‘ A five or six pounder, you 
mean,” was my answer. ‘‘ Where shall I land him, sir? Will 
this do?” ‘O yes, Caieb, capitally—a quarter of an hour 
hence.” Meantime 
** The lovely Apparition, sent 
To be a moment’s ornament ” 


to the air, was rushing wildly about under water. Once he tried 
to work his passage out underneath the apron of the wheel; but I 
managed to turn him in the nick of time. At last he lay sulking, 
like a great grilse, deep down, under a low wall, at my feet. The 
pliant 11-foot Castle-connell was bent round till the point was 
a good deal nearer the water than the butt. Talk about 
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“bent double!” My rod was bent ¢reble! ‘Lord! look at the 
rod!” saidC. . I looked up at it, and saw that the line was making 
an angle at every ring, andsegments Of acircle with the rod all 
over. Quick as thought I turned it winch-uppermost, and the line 
was lying at ease along every inch of it, and was playing it to 
perfection, as aline should do, as it does when they kill the 
lordly salmon—a 40-pounder*—ploughing and plunging through 
some roughest stream of the grand, old Shannon, at. Castle- 
connell or Killaloe. I felt no craven fear, for the gut, though 
fine, was stout enough in strength, as I knew full well, from 
having tested it on the balance and not found it wanting ; and the 
taper was true; and there was nota knot that was notall bound and 
sound. And, as for the rod, I had a faith fit to have moved 
mountains in the smallness of the risk of the coming of the last 
bit of weight that was to break /hat camel’s back. Steadily I 
put every prudent pound and ounce of pressure on the sulking 
one. Gradually he yielded—he showed his bulk near the surface 
—the next moment Caleb, like no novice, had the net neatly 
under him, and—all was over! Ze was mine own! He had 
hardly received the last rites,t and been laid out in state, and 
had had those little hooks cut out of his great gullet—no longer 
gasping—when my friend, ‘‘ who always went home to his tea,” 
turned up. He had seen the bow-bent rod, and all the dumb- 
show of the fight, and the last rise into the air, and had heard 
the fierce shout of triumph, as he came panting up—like Blicher 
at Waterloo—to de in at the death. 
‘Tt was a glorious victory.” 
We all three agreed that he was killed well under ten minutes. 
And we all three drank his honour’s health with all the honours, 
with three times three, and to the chorus of “ For he’s a jolly, 
good fellow, and so say all of us.” And next day. he was intro- 
duced to an Editor, and ‘weighed in for a FisH1na GAZETTE prize 
for specimen fish. And for many days after I fancy I had a fame 
almost as great—though, I hope, not quite as ill—as that of the 
Ancient Mariner : 
Ts it he?” quoth one, “Is this the man ? 
By Him who died on cross, 
With his cruel bow he laid full low : 
The harmless Albatross.” 
A. RISES Ty 
(Zo be continued.) 





THE LYNN (NORFOLK) ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


Aaa hope next week to publish a most interesting report of 

the annual meeting of the above flourishing association, 
which is exactly the kind of association we hope in time to see 
established in every angling centre in the country. It secures 
water for its members, stocks them with fish, and encourages 
angling in a thoroughly sportsmanlike way. To the secretary, 
Mr. Bradfield, this success is in a great measure due: he deserves 
the hearty support of all anglersin the Lynn district. 








PROPOSED CLOSE TIME FOR THE LEWIS HERRING 
FISHERIES. 


Ae a meeting of Lewis fishermen and others interested, held at 

Stornoway on Friday, December 22, it was unanimously 
resolved that they should draw up a memorial to the Fishery Board 
that a close time for herring in the above fisheries should be 
established—to extend from the 15th of March to the 15th of 
May—fishing for bait to be permitted. 

In the opinion of the meeting, unless a close time is fixed, the 
fisheries will soon decay—indeed, some ofthe curing stations have 
already ceased to pay in consequence of the disappearance of the 
fish. 

One speaker, Mr. Alexander Maclean of Stcraoway, made a very 
interesting observation. He said that he had observed during the 





* Those words were written early zn October last. In the Wield of 4th 
November last, I read as follows:—‘‘The Shannon (Castle-connell), Mr, 
Henry Hodges, on Doonass, 27th ult., one salmon, 43}]b.; two peal, 4 1b. 
ands lb. ate ‘*The Shannon (Killaloe), 25th ult , Capt. Cole, one 
salmon, 121b., and one grilse. He also hooked an enormous salmon, which he 

» struggled with for two hours, but it ultimately got away. Col. O’ Mealy also 
hooked several large fish, and lost them. 26th, Mr. Gordon, three salmon, 
454 lb., 18lb., and17 lb, This trio included the largest fish ever killed in these 
waters bya single red. Mr. Gordon also killed two grilse, 711b. each. Pat 
Ryan and William Fogarty were Mr. Gordon’s boatmen.” “And they were 
mine. ‘There was also a 20 Jb. trout killed in Lough Derg this last summer. 
Not long since, a gentleman told me that, some years ago, when he rented 
several of the Csstle-connell fishings, he caught a salmon weighing 48 lb., on 
the single rod—i.e., not “‘ cross lining.”’ 

t In Ireland, which is (or was) a Catholic country, they are duly administered 
by ‘‘the priest,” a very reverential—or, at all eyents, a very potential-looking 
individual, with a 70 like that of a shillelagh, 
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spawning season the sense of sight in the herrings was exceed- 
ingly keen ; that then the fish were easily frightened, and, if dis- 
turbed, proceeded to deep ground. As the herrings improved in 
quality their sense of sight became dimmer, and in June they 
could be caught with ease. ‘ * ; 

The above needs no comment. The full report will be found in 
the Northern Ensign of December 28. 





NETTING THE RESERVOIRS FOR STOCKING THE 
THAMES. 
FURTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS EXPENSES INCURRED. 


FEustonian Angling Society .. tt ee o 
T. G. Tagg, Island Hotel, Moulsey .. I 
T. G. Tagg (second subscription) in 22 
North-Western Angling Society .. word bate ee 
Mr. C. P. Wheatstone .. ce me I 
Mr. W. A. Crump ae AB ee a 2 
United Brothers Angling Society, Deptford to) 
Per James Haslett, fisherman :— 


ON NMNAMND 
coo ooo 0 & 


J. Howard Vyse . a re $e oe Oo he O 
Mr. Willmott be - ; i ie tar 6 
J. Marter .. s t. iss 6 
The Grange Angling Society .. Oni GO 
Mr. J. Boalch sid ap de sys goed gel. 20 
Crescent Angling Society © .. Rf x mua Gin aD 


[Great credit is due to Mr. Haslett for getting subscriptions, If 
every other Thames professional fisherman sent 1os. what a help it 
would be !—and they could if they exerted themselves. Improvement 
of the fishing means more customers for theni.—ED. | 








TESTIMONIAL TO MR. GREVILLE FENNELL. 


List OF SUBSCRIPTIONS, 





s. d. Jp seid 

Proprietors of the 7ield .. 20 0 o| Mr.C. P. Wheatstone ,., I I Oo 
Mr. T. Spreckley (Treasurer) 10 10 o/ Mr. T.C. Bourne ,, iwi tan OM 
Mr. J: Paul, M.D. :, oe 8 § vO} ME. Age Bosauaaes A cae ©) 
Mr. P. Hood, M.D. eS § «60 Mir. W.eiBreuphiimiguaenan tune 0 
MrorWeGe Jay —i os wet § [5 2 0Mr. PoR. Sachse pas A), ‘Ga 
Sir H. Ws Peex, Bart., M.P.. 3 3, 0] Mr. J. While ae 5 ailaal: 0 
Mr. S..Pope, O.G, oe at 3 0} Meo Ost eee copie LG 
Mr. H. W. Davis .. on 3 3) YO) Mas be Clenciens ALR il) Alar 
Mrs. H. W. Davis .. ven) 22) oO} Mrs AG J ittlonae, ord et aL SRG 
Mr. P. Geen a .. 2 2 o| Mr. James Forbes .. oS ar 1s0 
W.E (London) ., +s 2 2 o| Mr. Warner, Hendon ta) Pine tr G 
Mr, J. F. Ponsford.. .» 2. 2-0|Mr.  . * Cholingndete 
Mr. R. B. Marston (FisHine Pennell .,, ve cee tO 

GAZETTE) ee b. 2! 2-0} Mr. W. Tall eas “a ale Ca: 
Cap-. Etheridge -.. » V2 '2 60) Mn SAG Boileraed . 
Mr. W. Murrio.t ., »6. 2 25/0\ GPriendsp aay oe ei Bigt 5 2 
Mr. G. W. Mason and Mr. R. Lhyd - ma peel «0. 0 

Family .. te . 2 2 0o| Portsmouth Waltoniin Ang~ 
Mr. John Noble ,, ve 2 2 ols" ling Society, Bb i AteHTO: 6 
Mr. N. H. Davis .. { .G0S? 1416); RW itor: Re, eitarte ~ G 
Mr. J. Beningfield .. ve E «2, O| Mr. R. B, Pownall)? Ae ee Colas © 
Mr. T..B); Sharpe .. ot Teel 0, Nir SWC. ro meee sie) 10.5% 
Mr. A. Nuthall eae et get oO) MireG: Y ande a, eee) Oe 
Mr. Alfretl Jardine ., ce Ur T. TO) er. Benton lean 1, 0 10 tm 
Mr. E. A. S. Douglas set 10} MrswPArerinipaey PUPS CLIO. 78 
Mr. A. T. V. Shaw § sae Db) o |} Mroies Bonvoisonan. S-4l0. 10) tm 
MrjH.-B. Myre a. 1.4 f,-0| Mr. Hy Be Denies 257010 6 
Direc ACHE ate 4 «» I 1 o| Mr. R. Howse e. stn TOA Ce 
Mr. J. D. Durgall ., eo 1d ©} Mr. W. Wakeneldee ne OLS ee 
Messrs. J.“Teale and Co. ,, 4 1 0| Friend (Roslin) per Mr, F 
Mr. C. M. Foottit ., err 6 C. Clench ,. ve ePLOUTS: AG 
‘Miss Compere ce etd bE sO 


Advertisements inserted free by the proprietors of The Field, Land and Water, 
and THE FisHING GAZETTE. 

Subscriptions will be gladly received by Mr. THOMAS SPRECKLEY, 
Treasurer, 13, Cannon Street, E.C. ; or by the Honorary Secretaries, Mr. W. 
H. BrouGHAM, Swayfield Villa, Hounslow, and Mr, P. GEEN, Lowther 
Ledge, Lonsdale Road, Barnes. 

Subscription list will close on January 31. 








THE ROYAL BERKS SEED ESTABLISHMENT ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION, | | 


THE third annual meeting of this Association (composed exclusively of 
the employés of Messrs. Sutton and Sons, the Queen’s seedsmen, 

Reading), took place on January 5, in one of the well-appointed class” 
rooms of the Abbey Institute (founded and carried on by Mr. M. F, 

Sutton), Mr. A. W. Sutton presiding. The report read by the secre- 

tary showed the association to be in a very promising condition, 

and during the past season the members have keenly contested the 

prizes offered of the value of nearly £9. The chairman, after making 
some seasonable and encouraging remarks, presented the prizes to the 
successful members. A special feature of this association is that the 

whole of the prizes were awarded for specimen fish. 


Jan, 13, 1883] 
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ANALYSIS. OF FISH 


Taken at Walton-on-Thames from January Ist to December 31st, 1882. 

















































































































Bream. Jack. Perch. Barbel. Carp. Chub. Rudd. RoachandDace.|| Gudgeon 
» Month, | i 
No, of |Weight|| No. of |Weight|| No. of | Weight || No. of |}Weizht | No. of | Weight || No. of |\Weight|| No. of |Weight|| No.’ of No. of 
fish, |in Ibs, || fish. |in lbs. || fish, | ints. || fish. |inlbs- || fishy |inlbs. | fish, |in los. || fish. | in lbs. || fish, |2°€RS-|| gen? {Dozens 
January 15 43 17 167 70 49 I 3h I 63 I I _ - i 36 = _ 
February 3r 86 Dor] 75 2 2 = et VE ns rial = a 7 — we 6 Bs i 
March 14 18 3 20 2 2 = —~ I 12 — <= <= fas es 2 os £9 
Tune .. 24 | 67 Ss ares fo th kN | See ee tea HS oy ie il 
July ... 73 223 4 II 7 6 I 2h — - 13 18 I Ps — 43° — 48 
Augus Rewer cis 16t 420 2 4 - — 2 4 _ — — - - —_ = 47 = 12 
September ... — «» ea] Teg 328 2 6 5 3 4 2 || — — _ _ = _ ae) 27 << = 
October... ma, sex|i 54 QL 4 9 2 2 - — I 6} — _ ints ce = 4 = es 
*November... 6 (etm —— - _ —_ — _- — — = - — _ = a = — pe 
December ...  w = — 9 29 _ _ —- — —_ = — — — == a — — = 
——————— ES | _—___— | ——$—$——— | ——_— __ =| — | | -——— —_— pee SSA PERE RN | (eee) 
Total... 481 1283 55 223 98 72h 9 2m «| 3 25} 14 19 I PS =~ 1924 =< 60 
Average weight... _ oF _ 4 - 2 — thee 8) = rh = = = es = = 
Largest fish _ si - 17 _ 1s - : Pe = | — 2. _ _- — - ae = 
| HW | 






























































* Nothing reported. 


Some undersized taken, but no record made by me. 


Weight of fish taken, exclusive of roach, dace, and gudgeon), 1,6603 lb., or 14 cwt. 3 qr. 8? lbs. 


Total number of fish taken ( do. 


January 3rd, 1883. 














HOW TO COOK A JACK. 
By Dr. BRUNTON. 


THE best size of jack for pleasant consumption is from 1 to 2% lb. 
The reason for this is that the bones, in cooking, become gelatinous, 
and do not interrupt one in the eating nor stick in one’s throat; 
besides, if swallowed, these bones are easily digested. 

Again, a river jack is infinitely superior to one from a pond or lake. 
These latter are apt to taste muddy. 

Prescriftion.—Fitst catch your jack, land him, and kill him—this 
makes his flesh crimp—bag him, and take him home to the cook. 
Instruct the cook that in dealing with all fish they should never be 
put into water again. ‘The fish is scaled, the entrails cut out in the 
usual way, and the abdominal cavity wiped out witha clean wet cloth. 
The jack is then to be cut across into pieces about two inches long 
(after the manner of preparing an eel for stew). A gravy is to be 
made of the following ingredients, as indicated below, in proportion 
to the amount of fish. (To-day I had three small jack cooked for 
dinner, which were pronounced by a friend who had never before tasted 
one as superb.) My cook uses half a Spanish. onion.(equal to three 
ordinary ones), three bay leaves, a leaf or two of sage, parsley in 
proportion, and about two ounces of grated parsnip. These ingredients 


having been chopped up fine, she adds a large piece of butter, | 


pepper and salt to taste, and a little flour and milk, and about as much 
water as, when the fish was put in it, half covered it. She stews the 
fish for twenty minutes or half-an-hour, and serves up on hot plates, 
with teaspoons to sup the gravy and peel off the flesh. 

I have partaken of this ‘‘brochet”” on. several occasions with my 
good friend Dr. R——, cooked by his keeper’s wife. lam ‘‘spoons”’ on 
it, for no fork is required. And what gravy! saturated with piscine 
essence! Let your readers treat any of the fish called ‘‘coarse” in 
the manner indicated, and their verdict after they have partaken will 
be not coarse but /z7e. 





PRESERVING UNUTILISED WATERS. 


HAVING before me an analysis of sport obtained from seven years’ 
angling, principally fly-fishing, I am induced to write upon it in the 
hope that, by showing what can be done by nursing and preserving a 
few miles of river, some of your readers may be stimulated to operate 
(by means ofclubs or privately) upon any waste and unproductive 
waters under their control. The immense amount of waste waters in 
this kingdom (rivers by miles and acres untold), now yielding little or 
nothing, either in the shape of food or sport, ought to be utilised, and 
this can be done at comparatively littleexpense. Why should not the 
acreage of waste unproductive waters, and the miles of polluted and 
unpolluted non-productive rivers, be turned to a source of profit and 
of food? An acre of water isfar more productive than an acre of land ; 
it wants no labour or manure, the only expense being feeding and 
watching. If all these waters (lake and river) were thoroughly 
farmed, the produce would afford food equal to thousands upon 
thousands of tons of beef or mutton. And now, to illustrate on avery 
small scale, I must hark back to the year 1838, when a reach of river 
about seven miles was first wrenched from the hands of poachers, 
who had poached from grandfather down to grandson most systema- 
tically. Itis needless to describe the fights, the nets and spears seized, 
and the convictions, fines, and imprisonments resulting, as these 
things are now matters of the past, grandfathers being dead, and 
sons also, and the grandsons have abandoned their lawless propen- 
sities. I purposely go back as far as 1838, because the analysis above 
alluded to relates to a length of limestone river (flowing into the top 
end of the seven miles of gritstone water) which had been so beggared 
and ruined by the poachers that it was left unmolested, as poaching 
it did not pay. After a few years of preserving the seven miles, it was 
‘found that the liniestone tributary began to mend, and some goodly 
‘trout and grayling (better than in the main river) were accustomed to 





do. do. dow a)yal, 167. 
HENRY G. WOOD, 
Anglers’ Hotel, Walton-on-Thames. 
becaught. This induced the formation of a club about twenty-two 


years ago, which is now flourishing, and confined to five members, at, 
I believe, ten guineas entrance, and twenty guineas annual subscrip- 
tion. The analysis shows that, from and including the season of 
1870 up to the end of the season of 1876, no less than 5344 brace of 
fish, consisting of trout and grayling, many of them pounders, have 
afforded sport, not only to the five members themselves, but also to 
420 visitors and friends, in about 848 enjoyable days’ fishing, and this 
in formerly waste water. So much for the sport of the thing ; but let 
us take other views, a utilitarian one for instance: How much has 
been expended in rods, lines, flies, &c.? How much in travelling 
expenses? How much money to the benefit of the little inns and 
inhabitants of the pretty valley in which this fishery exists (we do not 
name the Zocus i quo)? How rauch to the sturdy keepers (one an old 
reclaimed poacher), their wives and families? And how grateful are 
all the farmers on both banks of the stream for having stiles kept in 
order, gates shut, trespassers warned off, and fences unbroken, or, if 
broken, repaired! If these remarks tend to the formation of other 
clubs, and to open the eyes of those who have a command of unutilised 
water, the object of the writer will have been attained. Much more, 
however, can be said. It may be, however, as well now to add that the 
seven miles of gritstone water, the preservation of which wascommenced 
in 1838, had been next to ruined; but there being some rocky 
holes un-netable, a scanty stock was always left, although the nets 
were used every night when possible, and each netable hele was 
drawn three times, the last drew always taking the largest fish. I 
was coached up to these facts by a young villager I used to employ 


_to carry both game-bag and fish-pannier, and whose brother was the 


most determined netter of the gang; but this fellow left the country 
the year before preservation commenced, much to my relief, as | was 
hon. sec., and had the management for the first ten years. In the 
grayling season this man has been known to net at night, and when 
he got home and out of his clothes, they, the frozen clothes, would 
stand up as if the wearer were in them. In spite of the strong 
opposition to preservation, the first season told its tale, and in the 
fourth season members were killing ten to twenty brace per day, when 
formerly three brace would have been considered good sport. The 
owner of the little inn soon saw the necessity of petitioning his land- 
lord, the Duke of ———, to build additiona! rooms, and the old club 
is now flourishing with a much enhanced subscription and entrance- 
fee—a vacancy beingsnapped up as often as it occurs. From 1838 to 
the present time many thousand pounds have been expended in 
the valley through which the main river tuns ; many millions of trout 
have been bred and reared ; hundreds of thousands of trout and gray- 
ling have been caught; and the number of days’ sport, and the 
number of men who have enjoyed the same are uncountable. After 
this, what about waste, neglected, unpreserved, and unprofitable 
water ? DERWENT. 

[This article appeared originally some years ago in the “eld, 
The author sends it tous with some very kind words about the 
National Fish Culture Association. We quite agree with him that 
the above indicates practically one direction in which the new Associa- 
tion will be able to do good; indeed, we hope before many years to 
see this Association in possession of many fisheries, open to all on 
payment ot a fair sum for day and other tickets. This would form a 
valuable source of revenue to the Association.—ED. ] 

a ES ES 5 ES SS 
? 6 gory,” “Flexible Cleopatra,’? the 

7 Quortend: an eColeeada* S nccenat heal era and the Press the best baits 
invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing-tackle 
shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works, 
Redditch. Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
received from the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P.; Mr. William Bailey, Nottingham ; the 
Rev. E. C. Holt, Teddington ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Gregory’s 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for er and trout, now ready, is pronounced by 
the press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait. The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size. Has been tried with remarkable 


ess.—See that the name “ Gregory” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as inferior 
mite aad eople are thereby disappointed and deceived 


irmingham.—[Apv?-] 





imitations are offered for sale, and 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


Ancholme District. 


Major Sutton, of Scawby Hall, near Brigg, ran off the lower of his large 
ponds in the park last week. There was a Jarge gathering of invited guests- 
and friends, but the results so far as very large fish were concerned, were very 
disappointing. The largest pike weighed 16} lb., and there were ten or tweive 
move from 8 to 12 lb. each, but there was a complete absence of carp and 
tench. If, however, there were not many large fish, there were literally waggon 
loads of small ones, and as they have all been run down the Scawby Beck to 
the main river, anglers wi!l find some rare sport at the junction of the streams. 
The gallant Major now speaks of running off the top pond, where it 1s expected 
to find some very large carp, but no pike. Both places will be siocked -with 
salmonide from the Manor fishery here. As the fish in the top pond, with the 
exception of trout and a few carp, will be likewise run down to the mainriver, 
there will be such a replenishment of the waters as does not often fall g“atuit- 
cusly toa public fishery, and the Major will richly deserve the best thanks of 
the numerous anglers who fish the Anch Ime. The waters are now fining 
nicely, and the roach are getting well on the feed.—THOMAS ForD. 


Cam and Ouse. 


Mr. Hodson, of Pembroke College, Cambridge, hooked and landed a very 
handsome pike of 13 1b., on Saturday last, in the River Cam; he also took a 
very nice perch, a short time since, from the Newnham Mill Pit, Cambridge. 
The weight of perch 2} lb. These fish have been placed in the hands of Mr. 
William Howlett, of Newmarket, to be preserved and mounted in his best 
style. We may just add that, upon dissecting the pike, a roach of 1 1b. was 
found in his maw, and which is to be preserved and mounted in case with pike. 
Several very good roach have been taken during the past week from the Ouse, 
and some of the largest are being preserved by Mr. Howlett. 


Chichester. 


Changeable—very —has been the weather the past week. Frost has given 
place to a renewal of the slub business, almost on alternate days, the ther- 
mometer jumping up and down like the piston of a steam-engine. Angling 
results have not been satisfactory. A few bream have been taken, some reach- 
ing nearly three pounds, but the wet (coupled with'a cold easterly breeze), has 
deterred many rodsters from trying their luck at the water side. Mr. Hammond 
took the weekly prize with some small bream, while Mr. Young at 
Selham, was rewarded with a few good roach. tike seem either scarce 
or wary. Spinning on Tuesday, I lost a fish and* a much-prized 
spoon between the logs in the basin, the rush of the fish with the line on 
the timbers snapping the split-ring like glass. These rings, as arule, are much 
too hard and brittle, and require lowering. Put a dozen ormore on a piece of 
wire and hold in a clear fire until a dull red, then allow to cool. These should 
stand any strain, but mine did not. On Wednesday, I had my revenge, taking 
a small pike in the same spot with Jive bait. Wehave some nice bream saved 
for exchange—will anyonesend us chub in return ? The swans have taken up 
their quarters near Donninton. ‘“ Foreign”’ anglers are in arms at their introduc- 
tion. There is plenty ofsmall fry to spare, but during the spawning season it 
isintended to wire them off, Weather dull, wind southerly. 

GEORGE F. SALTER. 


Derwent (Chatsworth), 


The river has now run down into good colour once more, and is in fair con- 
dition for fly-fishing. This is the first time fora many weeks that anglers have 
had the opportunity of fly-fishing. Fish are now fairly well on thefeed. I sup- 
pose anglers will be making up for lost time, now there is such an agreeable 
change in the water, although very few-have been out at present. We shall 
shortly have the trout season upon us, and I hope anglers will he favoured with 
better weather than they had during the last season—WHEATSHEAF HOTEL. 


Dove. 

This stream to-day (Thursday) is in splendid order for all kinds of fishing ; 
indeed, it has been so during the whole of the present week. There have not 
however, been a vast number of anglers out, and it seems to me that piscat rs 
have now settled down to business again after the Christmas holidays. The 
mild weather that hes prevailed has had the effect of bringing out a few of the 
earliest spring flies, and { fancy it is these that the grayling have been rising at, 
for they have been more or less on the surface every day since my last commu- 
nication. I can hear of several nice baskets of grayling having been captured 
both above and below Uticxeter. The ayerage has been about three and a half 
or four brace per rod. Messrs. Foster, of Ashbourne, inform me that the 
conditions for trout spawning have been most favourable, and that the season 
promises first-rate. —THE SPLODGER. ; : 


Exe (Exeter). 


For a few days of the week we have had cold, easterly winds, and this has 
been followed by continuous rain, so that our river is not in fishing order, and 
our sport atapremium. ‘The only takes I have heard of are one or two pike in 
some back water in the neighbourhood.—J, A, KELLEy. | 





Exe (Tiverton). 

We are beginning to look up tackle, &c., for the 2nd of February, when 
trout fishing commences on our North Devon streams—at least, on all but 
certain preserves. The fish should be in good condition, and also plentiful, 
because last summer the river was in flood nearly the whole time, and conse- 
quently the fish were not collected in the few deep holes where, when the water 
is low they fall an easy prey to the poacher; they were distributed o ver the 
river pretty equally.— WM. MUDFORD.~ ass 

[As showing the difference in spawning times in different localities, here are 
fish who spawned in October ard November last in North Devon, while our 
Kent fish have not done spawning yet.—R. B.M. ] 


Ilfracombe 


Sea fishing with ground lines from the boats still continues very slack, 
though some fine cod are taken from the spillers daily, averaging from 15 to 
25 lb each, several large skate, a few ling, and some thornback have also been 
brought in this week from the spillers; a quantity of small whiting, pout, and 
eels has been caught with hand lines from the pier and jetty. Weather at 
present mild.—E. CoMER. 


Medway (Toubridge). 

The river has run down nicely, and although the weather has been during the 
week coid, several disciples of the gentle art have been out and -usy amongst 
the jack, which have been biting well. Several have. been taken both above 
and below the town, from 8 lb. downwards. It was too cold for bottom fishing ; 
but no doubt if anyone did not mind being frozen their efforts would be 
rewarded. —YE MeDWAY WATER-RAT. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


The long-wished-for change of weather has arrived at last, and bright sun- 
shine and dry winds have caused the thick water to disappear. Roach and 
perch have been well on the feei this week—some good bags coming to hand. 
A Mr. House, fishing from the Old Bell, at Hurley, got some fine perch ; and 
Mr. Geikie, on the 7th, got a jack of 7#1b. We may look for sport, if this 
weather continues. Weather bright ay present, and wind in north-east.— 
HurLEY Trout. : 

Nene (Northampton). 


Since my last report the river has been altogether unfishable for the last fort- — 
night; but if the weather continues as at present I think we shall have a chance 
of killing a few good pike before the end of the season, the roach biting well in 
the few fishable swims at maggots.—T. F. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


The rivers are now in first-classcondition. Some good sport has been heard 
oflower in the Ouse. 
‘ 


Severn (Gloucester). 


Water, water everywhere, and such it has been for the last week, Iam - 
afraid the.e will be no fishing in the Severn here for a fortnight atleast, as the 
tides are just coming on. Four members of the late association went out last 
week to a brook about eight miles from here, rented by them, and had 4 lb. to . 
5 lb. each of roach averaging from 4 oz. to I lb. each, and in splendid condi- _ 
tion.—IAYRE CITYE. : 


Severn and Teme (Worcestershire,) 


These riverzand their tributaries are now in good form for the worm and paste 
fishing. We have had great floods this last two moaths, and angling has b xen 
out of the question ; but there is no doubt it means well for the coming spring, 
as the trout have had a tine time for spiwning, and the brooks being full they 
could not be poached. ‘Therefore, look forward with great expectations. There 
have been some excel'ent takes of pike shown at the Worcester Club House, 
mostly taken from private waters. The Boughton anglers have been out of 
season or out of sorts, for I have not weighed a fish for them this Carist mas ~ 
holiday. It is their intention to have a turn this coming Saturday: the roach are 
in fine form, and there are plenty of them within a mile of Worcester. I hope 
to try the pale blue and the willow in a few days for a brace or two of grayling. 
—Joun A. GRIFTIN. 


Thames (Chertsey).  - 


I am pleased to say the water is running off fast now, and if all goes well my 
next report, I hope, will bea good one. I should have had a good bag the 
day after Boxing Day with the bream—we got one and a barbel, but the water 
had risen so overnight, and tumbled down so that day, that when I tried the 
swim the next day with a good angler, it was so thick we got one barbel. Got - 
another barbel on Sunday and one perch; one run witha jack, but lost him. 
The water is in good order, and I hope to see the same gentleman down next — 
Sunday. I fancy he will get’a good bag. Any gentleman wishing for bream 
or barbel next week, I can find them some sport.—JAMES HASLRTT. 


Thames (Goring). 


‘Water in good orderfor jack, perch, chub, a little high for jack, but by 
Sunday, ifit keeps fine, water will be a bit better, Have nothing to report this 
week; have not been out fora long time.—JoHN RUsH. 


Thames (Oxford)- 


Both the Cherwell and the Thames are rapidly subsiding, and although the 
water 1s over the low lying meadows, it is all that can be desired as far as colour 
isconcerned, Inplaces the Cherwell is below the banks, and I thinkifit was to 
sink another five inches, every fishable spot could be reached with some degree of 
comfort, and if the present open weather continues for a few more days, the 
Thames will be getatable from the banks. On Sunday morning Thad a run around 
the city waters. Oneman at Louse Lockhad secured a jack about 3 lb. and at the 
Black Bridge by the level crossing at Port Meadow I saw two perch of 1} lb. 
in weight, which had been taken in the by holes, and a few smallroach, On Mon- 
day Mr. Davishadtwojack of 3? lb. and 23 lb. On Tuesday he had three more, 
weighing 4 lb., 2¢ lb., and 1} 1b. On the same day I was at Radiey station, ~ 
where I met a London angler who showed me a good bag of perch, roach, and 
a chub of, I should judge, 4 1b., which he had caught fishing over the 
quiet eddies along the river; we had a pleasant chat of some thirty minutes, — 
interrupted by the arrival of his train. On Wednesday Mr. Davis had a good 
bag of roach, weighing 7 \bs., one of which lowered the scale at 13 lb. Whilst 
he was engaged in playing one of them he was seized by a large pike which, he 
says, gashed the beggar in such a style that you could have laid your two 
fingers in the place where he caught hold of him. To-day (Thursday ), 
Mr. Chas. Herman had two jack in Stow’s long meadow, one of which weighed 
4b. and the other 2}1b—CHERWELL Orrer. 
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Thames (Twickenham). 


Wind S.E.; weather like spring time, and the water is fining down to a nice 
colour for roach fishing, and yesterday and to-day (Thursday) we have had some 
very nice takes of roach—not large baskets, but good fish—and if this weather 
continues those who have been waiting for better times cannot do better than 
come and have a day at once before the weather changes.—A. PERRIN. 


Trent (Newark). 


The river is now getting into fairish trim and fining down very nicely. The 
Lower Trent will be in pretty good order for all kinds of winter fishing by next 
week. Some few anglers have been out this week, but I cannot hear of any 
very big eatches, a few odd roach, dace, and bream being about the extent of 
the bags, while an odd chub or twa have been picked up. I have heard of a 
pike or two being got, but nothing very big. If the present state of things 
should continue, some fairish fishing may be anticipated for the next week. 
The cockspur worm has been the most successful lure this week, and, for the 
next, I don’t know of any hait that will be likely to beatit. Ground-bait must 
be used very sparingly just now. If no alteration takes place, I think that the 
water wiil be in trim for chub-fishing With pith and brains about next Tuesday 
or Wednesday. Pike anglers should pay attention to the back waters, and try 
the sharks with a lively dace or roach. Thursday night.—The water is still 
going down very nicely and hourly improving. The prospects for next week 
look alittle better.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nott ngham), 


Sport in this district isimproving. The river has run down rapidly and 
many anglers have been out. Roach, at Weston, have fed freely, one taken 
by Mr. C. Whitehall weighing 1 lb. 43 oz. Mr. Walker has also caught one of 
1 lb. 133 0z,—a remarkably fine specimen. Mr. S. Sills has been busy 
amongst the pike, taking, among others, one of 11 lb. A fish of 14 lb. has been 
caught at Wollaton and one of 16 lb..is reported from the neighbourhood of 
Mansfield.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Witham (Boston). 

For the first time for two months we have decent angling on the Wiltham. 
This is a good deal to say,as my readers may imagine, for the flood water flows 
off remarkably fast on the Wiltham, and it has to be quite an exceptional time 
for it to be out of order for a week. However it is now in order, and anglers 
seem to be taking full advantage ofit. At nearly every station as high as our 
waters go, angling parties have been observable, and many of them have done 
satisfactorly. At Bardney I heard of a pike being taken scaling upwards of 9 
Ib. beside others, and at Southeny, on Monday there were some nice fish taken. 
At Kirkstead a party from Horncastle did extremely'well, taking about a dozen 
fish running up to 9 lb. orso; and at Savory’s there were some decent fish 
taken, one falling to Mr. Thoresby, scaling 5} 1b. This gentleman also got 
hold of a perch weighing upwards of 2 lb.—a very nice fish. On the drains 
also there have been some good pike takes. Among the takes on the Hobhole, 
five by Mr. Jones at Eastville, the best being one just under 5 ]b., may be 
mentioned, as also a couple by Mr. Swain, at Freiston. At Mount Pleasant 
there were several pike landed, and also on the Forty-foot. On the latter 
water I hear of several eels being taken, which is a rather unusual occurrence so 
early as this date. Roach fishers have also been busy in the locality this week, 
and several decent takes have come to hand. Messrs. Wright and Orry made 
up a bag of 20 Ib. near to the pumping engine; and there were anglers daily 
on the Bargate drain after roach with varying success—Jo lb. to 12 lb. being 
among the best. On the Forty-foot the catching of roach has been free, and 
heavy bags have been made by Mr. Day and other of the locals. Altogether 
we have had a good week, and tke best of it is the weather has a more settled 
look, which is reassuring as to the future. —-TH& YELLOW BELLY. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

This river has never been in proper order for grayling fishing since the advent 
of the new year, and there have consequently been no catches worthy of report. 
The Yorkshire Fishery Board have recently renewed their proposal to exact 
a half-crown tax from anglers who fish for trout ; as this is intended to defray 
the expense of salmon passes up the several rivers suitable, there is naturally 
a very strong feeling against the proposal, as it will certainly spoil the trout 
fishing if carried out.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN,. 


Wye and Derwent. 

It gives m2 great p'easure in informing you that both the above 
rivers, at the time I write this, are running down nicely, and if no more rain 
falls good sport may be expected next week with the grayling fly-fishing. 
I, myself, do no not consider the water to be unusually high for the time of 
year. The Wye is a much earlier river than the Derwent, and grayling will be 
found to rise freely in the flats, and deep slow runs, at the fly on feeding days. 
There have been several small catches had in both the Wye and Derwent, 
since my last report, with the artificial flies, claret body bumble and furnace 
flies being found killers. Sport all up and down tke Derwent with the bottom 
fishers, has been good the whole of the week, and baskets of mixed fish have 
been killed, principally with cockspur worms; the|basketshave yielded from 4 to 
Io brace per angler of grayling, perch, roach and dace.—Pike have been on 
the feed well during the week, and some good ones have been killed between 
Crowford and Ambergate, with both spinning and%dead forge. Small dace 
for bait. I hearof one of over 17 lb. being killed just below Crowford, in the 
Derwent.—UWEORGE JAMES EATON. 


Yare (Norwich.) 


The water having gone down on this stream to nearly its normal state, some 
good bream fishing has been had in the vicinity of Thorpe near Norwich, my 
advices stating that several going 4 lb. have been lifted out of the wet. Mr. 
G. G. Wincop, of the Champion Club, had a fair catch at the same place. I 
haye heard of nothing doing lower down. My reference of last week regarding 
a catch of twenty-eight pike, brought me a letter from my friend, the lucky and 
skilful angler who was one of the two that were alluded to. He informs me that 
they fished from the bank, and notwithstanding some difficulty in getting the 
bait into the likely water, still they succeeded in landing thirty fine fish (leaving 
off shortly after 2 p.m.), weighing from 5 lb. to 15 lb., giving an average of about 
81 1b. This is one of the best takes I had heard of for some time. Several fair 
catches of jack have been recorded during the past week; I know of one of 
fourteen nice fish, another of six, and others ot less number. The rivers are 
now getting into 2 good state for sport. The best news I can send is that the 
conservators of Norfolk and Suffolk have adopted a resolution in conformity 
with the wishes of the d eputation from the Yare Preservation Society, prohibit - 
ing drag netting in the rivers Wensim, Yare, Waveney, Bure, &c., and which, 
LT txust, will be law on June 30 next.—ROBERT MOLL, : 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


19 





P.S.—Mr. Hawkins, of the Seymour Arms, has set a good example to other 
London anglers who visit Norfolk. Since my allusion to the collecting-boxes and 
his contribution thereto, he has sent aletter to the secretary of the Yare Society 
announcing his intention to be an annual subscriber, and enclosing 5s. 


Yore (Hawes): 


Nothing has been done since my last. I promised to send you a few notes 
with respect to the kind nf season anglers ‘have experienced on the other side 
of the Penines. During my visit I made all the inquiries possible, ana was 
given to understand that last season was the best that has been experienced for 
many years. Tine fish have been the rule. Trout (the only fish in the waters) 
of } lb. were very common, and fish were frequently taken varying from r+ lb. 
to 2} 1b. A friend of mine made several fine dishes in his private water, 
notably one of ten fish weighing 8 lb. : another, five fish, weighing 61b. The 
tributaries of the Lune are full, or to speak correctly I ought to say crammed, 
with salmon. Poaching is being energetically carried on notwithstanding the 
vigilance of the water bailiffs. ‘The ‘‘fungoid disease’? has made its appear- 
ance, and I have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that the disorder is 
caused and fosrere 1 by overcrowding. There are hundreds of male fish in the 
Lune unable to find mates. The consequence is the ends of nature are frus- 
trated, and the disease breaks out, causing wholesale destruction. The trout 
fishers around here are much exercised with respect to the proposed imposition 
of a 2s. 6d, license by the Conservators. I should have no objection to the 
license if we were allowed to take smolts for two months of the year.—Jos 
CoRRY, 





PROPOSAL TO TAX YORKSHIRE TROUT ANGLERS. 
WE see from letters and articles in the Crave Herald that the 
Yorkshire Fishery Board propose to put a_ tax on trout fishers. 
Naturally this has caused a feeling of indignation amongst the 
anglers of the North, just as it has always done when attempted else- 
where. We have frequently referred to the injustice of making trout- 
fishers pay for improving a salmon fishery in which they have no 
interest. The blunt, bare-faced manner in which the tax has been 
proposed in this case beats anything we have ever seen. Here isa 
copy of the report: — 

‘‘A~TAX ON TROUT FISHERS,—The West Riding Christmas 
Quarter Sessions were opened at the Leeds Town Hall on Monday. 
The Hon. G. E. Lascelles called attention to the proposal of the 
Yorkshire Fishery Board to tax trout fishers, and characterised it as 
a monstrous injustice that they should be called upon to pay a tax to 
a board which could in no way beneficially affect their interests. He 
suggested that the court should ask the Fishery Board not to make 
any final order until they have fully and publicly notified their inten- 
tion todo so. Mr. Jeremiah Garnett, who said he was the conser- 
vator who moved the imposition of the tax, explained that the 
proposal was made to enable the conservators to have some fund by 
which they could remove from the rivers the obstacles which prevented 
the salmon from passing to the upper reaches. Mr. Lascelles did 
not press his suggestion.” 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
Byala oB,. 
I AM pleased to be able to report that our old friend, Mr. T. Hoole, 
has completely recovered from his recent illness, and at last Monday's 
wet of the Fisheries Society came up smiling to fill his accustomed 
place. ; 

A return visit was paid the Silver Trout Angling Club, Star and 
Garter, St. Martin’s Lane, on Tuesday evening last. To say the 
room was filled would be wrong—it was crammed, an overflow 
meeting held downstairs being also well attended. Such a muster is 
not only a compliment to the Silver Trout, but an unmistakable mark 
of respect to the worthy host, Mr. C. Hatfield. Among those present 
were Messrs. Crumplen, Bates, Jennings, Stebbings, Fitch, Watling, 
Murray, Field, Bonvoisin, and several other prominent members of 
the London angling fraternity. 

I regret to hear that Mr. Fred. Hill, the secretary of the North- 
Western Angling Club, has tendered his resignation, his business 
having so increased as to prevent his devoting the necessary time to 
the discharge of the duties of the office. A special meeting of the 
club is convened for Thursday (18th) to nominate his successor. 

The new list of angling clubs about to be issued by the West 
Central Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies, to 
the compiling of which Mr. Hoole has devoted much time and labour, 
will contain a lot of useful information, among other items the 
Fresh Water Fisheries Act, 1878, several of the most important 
Thames and Lea by-laws, particulars concerning the Arglers’ Bene- 
volent Society, the Fisheries Society, &c., and a few trade adver- 
pe of leading houses as tackle manufacturers, waterproofers, 

cs 
The attempt to get the right of angling in the London parks is not 
to be abandoned, and earnest efforts will be made to secure influential 
interest in the House of Commons. The contention is that the parks 
are intended for the enjoyment and healthy recreation of London’s 
toiling millions, and all the sophistry in the world will not get over 
that, or enable those who oppose the movement to show why angling, 
which is pre-eminently a peaceful amusement, should be undera 
ban, while driving, riding, cricket, rowing, swimming, skating, &c., 
are allowed—subject; of course, to the observance of reasonable 
regulations. 

In my last week’s notes 7e Salmon in the River Blackwater, Essex, 
for ‘‘ Birleigh”’ read “‘ Beeleigh.” 

Iam glad to see the question of prize competitions so promptly 
taken up by your correspondents, ‘“‘ Mark Antony” and ‘‘ Ravens- 
bourne.” 1 heartily endorse much contained in their letters, and 
should much like to hear the opinions of other anglers on the 


‘subject, 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Arnold, roach, 2 1b. 12 0z.; Mr. Partrick, roach, 2 1b. 12} 02.; Mr. 
Carrington, dace 6 oz., roach 3 lb. 11 0z., chub 21b. 153 oz. ; Mr. Dwelly, chub 
5 1b. 6 oz., roach 53 0z.—T. WORLEDGE. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY: 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, 10s. 6d. annual 
subscription from J. W. Norman, of the Gresham Angling Society.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. ' ; 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. . ; 

Members of. this society will peg-down at Boxmoor on the 14th inst, 
for three prizes. Messrs. Keeble and Dunn had a nice catch of six 
jack to-day, Harmony as usual—yocal and instrumental.—MuiLes DoucuHty, 
sec. 

Jan. Io, pee 
CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

The fourth annual supper of the above society took place on the 4th inst. at 
their club house, the Duke of York, Wenlock Street, New North Road, when 
28 members did justice to the excellent viands provided by their worthy host 
and brother of the angle, Mr. Humberstone, whose catering on this OCCASION, 
gave the greatest satisfaction to all. The cloth removed, the Cavendish 
Angling Society toasted an overture from Mr. Wellesley on the piano, and the 
harmony commenced with the Chairman (Mr. T. Mathews), and was kept going 
in right good style. Some 15 article and money prizes were given to be fished 
for, principally for specimen fish, The toast of the stewards, Messrs. Lam- 
bourne and Chambers, and the worthy host brought the entertainment to a 
close shortly after 2 a.m., every member leaving thoroughly satisfied with his 
night’s enjoyment. A competition took place on Sunday last at Rickmans- 
worth for three prizes, but only one prize was won—viz , by Mr. Chambers with 
roach. Several members were jack fishing, and had runs—some as many as 
five; but when a fish was brought to bank, it never reached our standard length 
of eighteen inches. 

Jan. 10, 1883. 

EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Four of the members of this society succeeded in taking 18 1b, 13% oz. of 
roach from Brentford Docks on Thursday last, the 28th ult. The heaviest fish 
weighed 11 oz., and was taken by Mr. J. Davis, whose gross weight was 
7 lb. 44 0z.—J. G. LE GRAYS, sec. 

[The ‘‘clubrules” are very neatly printed and ingeniously folded.—ED. ] 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS. é 
The following members weighed in on the 11th :—Mr. Theobold, a pretty 
tray of roach, eighteen fish, weighing 9 lb. 12 0z.; Mr. J, K. Fitch, 2 1b. 
40z.; Mr. F. Watling, 4 lb. 3:0z.; Mr. Hutchings, jack, 11b.15 oz.; Mr. 
Baker, 1 1b. 2 0z.—J. A. FITCH, sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Ihave much pleasure in reporting a good jack caught by Mr. Diver, one of 
our members, a fish in splendid condition of 12 lb. in weight. Considering 
the weather we have experienced lately, I think the society can congratulate 
itself that we haye members that wind and weather do not prevent from 
trying. The rains have flooded our rivers near to us, and the marshes also ; 
and we must also bear in mind that the salt water drives the fish very far up in 
flood tides. I see one or two of your correspondents would like to hear some 
opinion respecting the roach bites from Yarmouth anglers, which on some 
future occasion I shallbe most happy to forward ; but considering that some of 
our largest roach have been taken directly the salt water has left, and there is 
a difference of opinion in roach bites-where no salt water reaches than where it 
does, I would rather hear.a little discussion from some more practical angler 
than myself, consequently will bring the subject before our next meeting, which 
will be on Monday next, and then shall be only too pleased to send the opinion 
of our members who are more capable of giving a practical one than your 
humble servant.—JAMES LARK, sec. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 4thinst. Mr, Lewis had roach from Kew Bridge. January 7 was 
the first day’s competition for prizes offered by Mr. Geen and two other mem- 
bers. Mr, Lewis took first prize, one guinea; Mr. Reynolds, second, half a 
guinea, and the third prize was not taken. Next Thursday will be the second 
day’s competition for prizes of a like value.—ArGUS. 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Our members were out last Sunday and met with some capital sport, cur 


trays being very well filled. My. Letch heated the list with a very fine show, 
he having a very fine tench and roach and dace; Mr. Hurwood, jack and roach 3 
Mr. H. Moore, jack; Mr. Petrie, dace; Mr. Raine, perch; Mr, Harrison, 
roach; Mr. Thompson, roach.—W. H. EvANs, sec. 

Jan. 8. 

ORIGINAL ALEXANDRIA ANGLERS. 

Our members were out on the 7th, and most of them had some fine shows of 
fish. Mr. Blackledge had some good roach and chub. Messrs. M. Dymond, 
E. Dymond, and Moreton had some fine jack. Mr. Towndrow had perch, and 
Mr. Stanton, our country member, had some fine chub from the ‘Thames.— 


E. DymonD, sec. 
OXFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A meeting of the committee of the above society was held on Thursday 
evening last, Mr. W. Harvey in the chair, for the purpose of considering what 
steps should be taken for carrying on the work of the society for the ensuing 
season, and to audit the balance sheet. The hon. sec. (Mr. W. Kelson) read a 
letter from A. Wheeler, Esq., the Mayor of Oxford, president of the society 
regretting that he was unable to attend, through a previous engagement. Mr. 
Kelson then proceeded to say that-the society was in a very flourishing con- 
dition, 120 members being on the books, and a balance of £10 being in the 
treasurer’s hands, after the heavy expenses that the society had had to fight 
against. Mr. Simms proposed that Mr. R. B. Marston, the editor of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, should be elected an honorary member of the society, as they were 
indebted to him for their rules, and that the same honour should be conferred 
on Mr. L, L. Lane, of the Chichester Society, who had also assisted-them in 

. the same manner, He must express his sorrow that the names of both gentle« 








men had not been submitted to them before; but, owing to the amount of 
business he had on hand, it had escaped his memory; but he thought that a 
man could not do more than express sorrow for the mistakes of the past, there- 
fore, he should ask them to elect these. two gentlemen as honorary members. 
Mr. Harvey seconded the proposition, remarking that he thought the name of 
Mr. Marston, as the editor of the leading English fishing paper, could only 
reflect honour on the society of which he was a member. Both names being 
accepted, the meeting broke up, after the prize scheme haa beea discussed.— - 
CHERWELL OTTER. ‘ 


RICHMOND PISCATORITAL SOCIETY. : 

The list of prizes for the season 1882-3 has just been put into circulation 
amongst the members of theclub. It is published ina very concise form, and 
of easy reference. Thé top prize is that of a silver cup of the value of five 
guineas, presented by Mr. T. R. Sachs, for the heaviest gross weight of fish 
caught during the season, and the cups given by Mr. Sachs are always of the 
intrinsie value. Then there is the ‘* Abbott Challenge Cup,’ of the value of 
three guineas, for the heaviest gross weight of barbel, to be won three years 
consecutively before becoming the property of the winner—this cup was pre- 
sented by the late Mr. Thomas Abbott. Then there is ‘The Pike Challenge 
Cup,’’ of the same value, for the heaviest pike caught in open waters not under 
5 lb. weight, to be won two years consecutively before becoming the property 
of the winner—this cup is given by Messrs. Clench, Abbott, Fricker, and 
Owen Davis. Then there is ‘‘The Peek and Lawrence Cup,” of the value of 
two guineas, given by Sir Henry W. Peek, Bart., M.P., and Sir Trevor 
Lawrence, Bart., M.P., for the heaviest gross weight of perch. . These prizes 
are followed by aseries of eleven prizes for gross weights, including a bronze 
medal given by the late Mr. H. Abbott for the heaviest gross weight of trout 
from any water; two guineas given by Messrs. Short, Bond, and A. J. Little 
for pike; the other prizes being for rudd, dace, roach, chub, bream, carp 
(Penn Ponds), carp (any water), tench, and gudgeon. There are nineteen prizes 
for ‘specimen fish,’’ including an equipment of fishing tackle, of the value of 


. two guineas, for the heaviest Thames bream, not less than 1 1b., to be taken in 


the tidal waters, and weighed at the Society’s rooms on Wednesday evenings 
only—the prize is given by Messrs. Gaynor and Son. Major Bull presentsa 
prize of one guinea forthe heaviest Thames trout; Messrs. Abbott and E. W. 
Davis one guinea for the heaviest roach weighed on Wednesdays and taken 
anywhere; Mr. A. E. Fricker, one guinea for the heaviest Thames bream 

Mr. Houghton, a plated inkstand for the heaviest chub over 1I1b., any water 
not more than thirty miles from London, the winner to take the same without 
regard to other prizes; Mr. F. C. Clench, half a dozen of Scotch whisky for 
the heaviest specimen bream from any water; Messrs. E. H. Smith and J. H. 
Gaunt, a pair of electro fish-carvers, for the largest number of fish of any kind 
over 4 lb, each (bar jack) weighed at the Society’s rooms. The remainder of 
the prizes are for other fish, in money and useful articles. The ‘‘ Society 
ptizes’”’ are as follows :—One guinea for the heaviest gross weight of all kinds of 
fish during the season ; no member to take this prize more than two years in 
succession, Half-a-guinea each for the heaviest barbel, chub, carp, and gudgeon. 
The conditions are :—‘*‘ When two or more prizes are given for the sane fish 
the finest specimen shall have choice of prize,’’ and ‘‘ No member to take more 
than two voluntary and one society’s prize during one fishing season, unless 
specially so named by the donor.’’ It will be observed that there are a con- 
siderable number of prizes for ‘‘specimen fish,’’ and that in the prizes for 
‘« gross weights ’’ the standard of sizes of the society are in many instances 
above those of other clubs, and allrepresent good fish. The aim ofthe Rich- 
mond Piscatorial Society is to encourage true sportsmanlike principles, and the 
members are to be congratulated on a yery satisfactory list of prizes. The 
annual meeting is the fixture for the 24th of January, and the wiuter dinner on 
the following Wednesday. G. 





SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

A few of the members visited Richmond on the roth, to compete for Messrs. 
Hamlyn and Wymer's £2 2s., and Mr. Tower’s. 25s. box of ciargs. Messrs. ~ 
Beckett and Edwards managed to get about 4 lbs. of roach and dace. The 
next competition {will take placeon the 14th February, 1883, for At is: given 
by Mr. Lambert, anda guinea pair of boots given by Mr. Elliott. The in- 
valided members of this Society are progressing remarkably well.—PIxte. 

Jan. II. 





THE CRESCENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first quarterly meeting of the above club was held on Wednesday ‘even- 
ing, the 3rd inst., at the «‘ Giraffe Tavern,’? Penton Place, Newington, S.E. 
Mr. Collins (the host) in the chair. There were upwards of twenty members 


present. The state of the finances, as shown by the secretary, Mr.H. T!T.Ross, ~~ 


was shown to be in a flourishing state, and that piscation on the South of the 

Thames was making rapid strides. At the weekly meeting held on the roth 
inst., there was a good sprinkling of members present, there being a competi- 

tion for prizes. ‘The first was awarded to Mr, Carr, who exhibited a tew nice 

roach from the Thames at Richmond. We heartily wish the Crescent Angling 
Society success and shall have much pleasure in recording its doings. It may 
bementioned, their meetings are held every Wednesday evening, at the above 
hostelry at 9 o’clock. . 





THE DUKE OF CORNWALL ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this socicty have just issued their fifth half-yearly prize list, 
and judging by the large number offered for competition, one is led to believe 
that most of the members will endeavour to compete as frequently as -possible. 
Their treasurer, Mr. C. A. McCluer, is amongst the new candidates for prizes, 
and what he lacks in experience he is sure to make up by perseyerance, so that 
some of the usual prize~winners may have to look to their laurels this season. 
They have also to excursion for a series of prizes, one of which takes place Jan. 
21, at King’s Langley, and one also during February ia the Thames, full notice 
of which will be given amongst the donors. They are glad to find many 
friends from other societies, Mr. Jennings, of the Bostonian Angling Society, also 
Messrs. Galloway, Aldis, Hellier, Harris and Hill, of the North- Western Angling 
Club.—W. HypE. > i : 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Each annual meeting in the existence of this old-established angling society — 


points to the addition of another year to its progress and usefulness in the 
piscatorial world. The characteristic of age in this sense evidences no sign of 
weakness, and it is only in the light of strength and unabated activity that the 
members of the Piscatorial Society regard the present satisfactory position of their 
club. The past year has been marked bythe goodly emulation of competing effort 
in the numerous contests, by systematic success in practical fishing results 
at other times, and by the occasional introduction of smoking concerts and other 
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pleasant evenings. The half-yearly, or, more properly speaking, on this occasion, 
the annual general meeting, which took place on Monday evening last in the 
club room at Ashley’s Hotel, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, brings the 
society to within three years of the half century of its establishment, and the 
gathering of anglers good and true, as well as the prosperous tone of affairs, 
substantially proved the’s lidity of its existence. Mr. M. H. Blamey was 
unanimously voted into the chair, and there were present Drs. Coates and 
Brunton, Messrs. H. B. Eyre, C. Banfieid, D, Goodger, C. P. Wheatstone, T. 
Gillatt, J. Pattisson, T. R. Sachs, H. Gray, H. J. Inderwick, W. H. 
Brougham, H B. Brown, J. G. Andrews, R. S. Fenning, Thomas Huggett, 
F. Sachs, F. H. Lemann, I, Norman Harrisson, Thomas Crumplen, Charles 
Bates, F. C. Hatfield, Simpson, J. Ross, Faulkner, Hill, L. Hiersch, W. 
Robinson, W. J.- Wilkinson, James Lander, G. Austin, D. Cartwright, G. 
Wilkinson, &c. The first portion of business was the reading and confirmation 
of minutes of several mectings. The audited financial statement of the 
treasurer, duly signed by Mr. Thomas Gillatt and James Pattisson as auditors, 
was then presented, which the chairman remarked was of a highly satisfactory 
nature. The society had contributed two sums of three guitieas each to the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society, and paid the sum of £25 for half a 
year’s rent, with other items, making a total of paymentsZof £42 6s., and there 
yet remained in hand £110 tos. tod. The balance-sheet was handed round for 
the inspection of those present, and was unanimously approved. A substantial 
- yote of thanks was accorded to the honorary secretary (Mr, James Lander) for 
his valuable services during the past year, with very high expressions of approval 
of the manner in which those services were discharged. A letter was read from 
Mr. F. G. Pearce, regretting his inability to be present, and offering his best 
wishes. In the election of officers, the following gen'lemen were most cordially 
re-clected :—Mr. I’. G. Pearce as treasurer; Mr. 1. R. Sachs, deputy-treasurer ; 
Mr. H. Gray, librarian; Mr. T. Gillatt, and Mr. J. Pattisson, auditors; aud Mr. 
James Lander, honorary secretary. The following members were elected as 
the committee for the ensuing year :—Messrs. J. G. Andrew, J. Ross~l*aulrner, 
R. S. Fenning:, Edward Foreman, David Goodger, N. F. Harrison, Thomas 
Huggett, H. J. Inderwick, M. H. Blamey, H. B. Brown, F. H. Lemann, and 
George Robinson. The Chairman said the next business was to fix the 
date and place for the annual dinner, but before calling upon the honorary 
secretary, expressed the immense satisfaction that existed amongst them all at 
the manner in which the Holborn Restaurant catered forthem. Mr. James 
Lander remarked it was the desire of the proprietors of the Holborn Restaurant 
to make the annual banquet the first public dinner in the new. Venetian salon, 
but it wou'd be impossible to promise an earlier date than Wednesday, the 7th 
of March. - Mr. T. J. Hamp, ina very courteous letter to the secretary, promised 
that the dinner should be one befitting the important occasion as an opening dinner. 
The room was calculated to dine 250 persons. Mr. Lander gave a most 
elaborate description of the room and the approaches toit. It was unanimously 
resolved that the annual dinner should take place at the Holborn Restaurant 
on Wednesday, the 7th of March. After some little discussion as to arrange- 
ment of the club prizes, it was unanimously resolved to adopt the same list as 
last year. The only other business was some slight alterations in the rules as 
to the capture of fish, which were approved and confirmed. ‘The usual vote of 
thanks was given to the chairman. Jt was announced that the next smoking 
concert would take place on Monday evening, the 22nd of January, and that 
some first-rate talent was expected on the occasion.—‘‘ B,”’ 








THE SOUTH EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society met at head-quarters The Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E., 
on Wednesday evening last, at 8 30, and after enrolling several members, a 
very animated debate took place on ‘‘ Fish and Fishing,’’ in which many of the 
visitors and members took part.—GEORGE S, COPELAND. ; 





et. THE STOKE NEWINGTON. 

On the 7th inst. Messrs. W. Whitmore and S. Wilkinson weighed in perch. 
The anniversary supper willtake place on Thursday, January 15. Gentlemen 
intending to be present will please advise the secretary not later than next 
meeting night, Wednesday, Jan. 17. Three prizes will be fished for at Ware 
on Jan. 21, the heaviest gross weight of any kind of fish to take the prizes in 
rotation.—THos. GRETTON, sec. 


Jan. 9, 1883. 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. : 

Will fish a perch and jack-fishing match at Pullborough on the 14th iost., 
for three prize-, one rod and line only to be used. Train leaves New 
_ Cress Railway Station at 7 a.m. Mr. Editor, I have much pleisure in forward: 
ing to you the sum of Ios., which the above society voted tor the netting the 
reservoirs fund. Now, ye great guns, shake your feathers. Would you stand 
aloft and see a society of twelve or fourteen members pave the road for you? 
Ah! yes, Mr. Editor, what about Ravensbourne? Small mite would be very 
acceptable.—ROACHER. 

[Brayo! United Brethers. The money came all 1ightand thanks for it. —H. | 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Several of the members of this Society competed for Mr, Boalch’s guinea 
boots, and Ir. Fox's hard tobacco, on the 7th, at Windsor, Mr. Cain suc- 
ceeded in winning the boots with some dace. He informed me that he was very 
much annoyed by some trout that la close to where he wasfishing. _‘ Pixie, 
ITonly wished the jokers had not been fenced I would have given them 
something.’’ The next competition will take place on the 22nd January, 1583, 
for a £1 Is, hat box, given by Mr. Giles, and Ios. 6d., by Mr. Delenaye.— 
PIXIE. 





“JOHN,” said the cashier’s wife, dropping into the bank in the 
midst of a shopping trip, ‘‘ you forgot to leaye me that money this 
morning.” ‘* What name?” asked the cashier, without looking up. 
“Name! name!” exclaimed the lady. ‘‘I am your wife.” ‘‘ No 
doubt, no doubt,’’ answered the cashier mechanically, and going on 
with his writing; ‘‘ but you will have to bring some one to identify 
you.”—U. S. Sea World. 

GrorceE James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard ¥LIES for the present season. No ilies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by somo 
of the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvrt,] 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We do nothold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


FLY-LINE MADE FROM LADY’S HAIR. 


Str,—My good friend “‘A.R.LE.L.,’? Ishould say, has most likely in 
his summer rambles of delight stuck a certain number of your GAZETTE into his 
pocket, and leaving it fora more convenient season to peruse, forgotten it; 
elsg his sharp, quick, ever-ready eye would have seen that I last season pro- 
duced to the ‘‘ Gresham ’’ a line made of ladies’ hair, and ‘‘ vowed’? by the 
‘braid ”’ that I would take a trout on it ere the sezson was out. So I did. I 
fished perseverivgly one afternoon in August, and captured a two-pounder on 
it. That done, I said ‘‘ No more ladies’ hair will I use.’’ 

Why, the part that was wetted became in a few seconds so sodden and 
weighty that is flew out from the rodas if one was throwing a bullet. It was 
most difficult to cast, hut I persevered, and inspite of difficulties won. 

Has ‘‘A.R.LE.L.” forgotten in his seaside trips the aspect of the maidens 
who have been enjoying their forenoon dip in the sea? Has he ever noted the 
length of time spent by the nymphs on the sands knitting, reading, or flirting ~ 
till their back hair has become dry ? 

Human hair is very different from that of the horse: it contains much less 
greasy matter, and being finer im consistence,. holds too much water, and that 
is just what the angler does not desire. Hence the advantage of dressed and 
horse hair lines. : 

My good friend’s fancy is a pretty one, a poetical one, a sort of ‘* Oh, would 
tha;my love’’ idea. But Jet him beware of Neeera’s locks. 

T have read his papers with very great pleasure and profit, and I wish he 
would give me a visit—the sooner the better.—Lam, &c., 

JouHN Brunton, M.D, 

21, Euston Road, N.W., Jan. 8, 1883. 


PRIVILEGE TICKETS TO NON-SOCIETY MEN. 

Srr,—‘‘Ravensbourne,”’ in spite of all our differences and terrible arguments, 
has risen in my estimation 50 per cent. since the appearance of his last letter. 
Remember, Mr. Editor, he is a member of a London angling club, and knows 
as wellas any man in London what he is talking about. No nonsense here. 
Will friend Ravensbourne inform me whatis the lowest weight, roach and dace, 
allowed to be weighed in at any London angling club in gross- weight competi-« 
tions ? 

Those 7s. tickets ‘‘ to other than society men”’ is a grand idea. I suppose, 
as he truly says, ‘‘it would be quite sufficient if they were introduced by a 
present holder of a ticket.” And Ido not suppose the railway companies 
would object. : 

Fancy, ye true angler, a lover of angling for its own sake, being able to go out 
angling with a privilege ticket without going through the sweat and turmoil of 
rushing and scampering after prizes ! 

In reference to peg-down prizes, he says:—‘‘I have heard and seen more 
mean things said and done on these occasions than om any gross-weight 
outing.”’ 

Hoping this remark will not occasion any bodily harm to friend ‘* Ravens« 
bourne.—I am, &c., MarK ANTONY. 

P.S.—In reference to those ferns on Hayes Common, I must apologise. I was 
grossly misinformed on the subject. 





PRIZE FISHING AND PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

S1tr,—I read in your last week’s impression ‘‘ Ravensbourne’s ’? remarks on 
the above, and I certainly cannot agree with him in the greater part of what he 
says. 

He seems to be labouring under the impression that the members of the 
angling clubs in general, are a set of avaricious, prize-hunting rodsters. 
“Ravensbourne ”’ has certainly not had the experience of a club, otherwise he 
would not have allowed such harsh words to be put into black and white. 

What is the use of a club if you cannot participate in, and enjoy its 
privileges. There is a certain amount of satisfaction and enjoyment to be derived 
on the club nights, not only to the fortunate angler, but to others that are 
present who cannot always afford the time, but look on with pleasure at the 
creels being emptied, and the liftle incidents connected with the show in 
front of him. I can tell ‘* Ravensbourne” that anglers in general 
are a contemplative set of men, and they can and do enjoy the beauties of 
nature that often surround them in their rambles, and it is a pleasure for them 
to hear the ‘song of birds,’’ the ‘ hum of the bees’ (I don’t know so much 
about the innumerable insects), but the sight of the grand flora of nature that is 
often stretched out before them, or any of the thousand and one pleasures of a 
true angler’s life that ‘* Ravensbourne’ so graphically describes they do enjoy. 
‘* Ravens*ourne’’ must not imagine he has all the enjoyment to himself, 

What would ciubs do without prizes? I allude to clubs that are connected 
with the different branches of sport. Why, they would not be worth belong- 
ing to without a little competition in the way of prizes. It brings the members 
together to enjoy a friendly outing; and I speak truthfully when I say that is 
a thorough day of enjoyment when the club anglers turn out in force on these 
prize days. ; 

“T don't think ‘‘ Ravensbourne ’’ can be a club angler, but he can easily 
remedy this evil by becoming one, whereby he can enjoy the privileges of an 
“* Association water ticket,’’? add to the funds ofa club, enjoy the fellowship of 
his brother members, and if he finds himself successful at the end of the year, 
he can dot up in round figures the amount of his winnings, and divide them 
into as many parts as he pleases for the good of angling in general, such as 
T.A.P.S., Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, expenses incurred for netting the reser- 
voirs, Thames rights, &c., or for the culture of coarse fish. 

My experience of a club in regard to prizes is that the prizes are given by the 
individual members and thcir fnends, and not as a rule out of the club funds. 
There is a certain amount of money allotted at the end of the season for gross 
weight and specimen fish, but beyond this the innumerable prizes are given by 
the members themselves, and there is not that craze for prizes existing in the 
various clubs that ‘* Ravensbourne ’’ alludes to—it is fishing ‘pure and 
simple.” 

1 frequent the upper part of the Thames a great deal during the fishing 
season, and have an opportunity of conversing with a goodly number of brother 
anglers ; and, setting the prizes on one side, 1 find as a rule they go in for the 
sport, and enjoy the beauties connected with it. 
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The suggestion of ‘Ravensbourne’? for non-society men to pay 7s. for an 
Association water ticket is very good ; they can then at the end of the season 
send the balance of what it would cost to become a club member to any of the 
deserving objects connected with angling that I have mentioned above. a 

In conclusion, my humble opinion is that ‘‘prize. fishing’? and weighing 
in’? adds to the enjoyment of all club members, and I can assure you we look 
with pleasure for the result every week in the columns of the GAZETTE of the 
progress made by the various club members, which we should not get if the 
‘weighing in’? were abolished.—I am, &c., JouN INNES. 

Clapham Junction Angling Society. ; 3 : 

[If our correspondent had seen as much ‘‘ behind the scenes ’’ as we have, he 
would be able to call to memory a dreary lis; of friendships broken up, anl- 
mosities and hatred createe, and the most miserable quarrels caused wholly and 
solely by the jealousy created by the prize system. Ask any member of a long- 
established club, and he will be sorrowfully compelled to endorse what we say 
if he looks back at the history of the club, —ED. ] 





PRIZE FISHING AND PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

S1Rr,—Your correspondent, ‘‘ Ravensbourne,”’ makes in last week’s number 
some rather strong remarks concerning prize fishing which I can fully endorse. 

T was, until about a year ago, a member of an angling society, numbering 
about 60 members, and I may state that the all-absorbing idea of the majority 
of the members was prizes. The whole of the funds, after paying working 
expenses, were devoted to that object, with the exception of one year when, 
after considerable opposition, a small amount was voted to the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society by a bare majority. This is not as it should be, as I think 
that one of the first duties of an angling society should be to support the various 
preservation societies. Ican also testify as to the feeling of mistrust and self- 
fishness engendered in the minds of many of the members by the gross-weight 
and pegged-down contests. 

Tsincerely trust that “ Ravensbourne’s’’ suggestion can be worked out and 
earried into practice, or failing that, could not an angling society be formed and 
affiliated to one of the associations, having for its primary objects the supporting 
of preservation, fish culture, and other kindred societies affec'ing London 
anglers, the reading of papers on piscatorial matters, &c ? The subscription 
should include privilege tickets and membership of the United London Anglers 
Association, Fisheries Society, and the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. 

With regard to the last-named societies, I understand that, as a nen-society 
angler, Iam debarred from membership of either, although willing to support 
both, and in fact I belonged to the Anglers Benevolent Society when a 
member of a society.—I am, &c., ARUN. 

8th January, 1883. 





CURIOUS SPORT OF THE GOLDEN CARP. 

Str,—I was much interested in the short notice you give of the fan-tailed 
carp, caught by my fellow clubman, Mr. Warriner. That they are a sport is 
evident from the various forms taken from the same water, as my friend, Mr. 
Shilletto, has at present in his globe one carp wi'h a perfect fan-tail, one carp 
with an imperfect fan-tail (i.2., not quite so good), and one golden carp with a 
three-lobed or forked tail. One golden carp died which had two perfect taile. 
The conclusion Icome to is that these sports are the results of ‘ in-and-in- 
breeding,’’ and this will be better understood when I state that the pond from 
which the above were taken is about thirty yards by thirty yards, and has not 
been fished for yeais. It would be an interesting experiment to try to per- 
petuate the sport. This has been done in other branches cf natural history, 
and I see no reason why it should not be done with fishes. 

The pond swarmed with carp (cyprinus carpeo) a short time ago, but I hear 
it has been fearfully netted to get the golden carp out, otherwise an effort 
would have been made to capture other specimens. 

Mr. Shilletto’s globe contains eleven fish, viz , the pair of fan-tails carp, the 
three-lobed golden carp, one silver carp with orange tail, one silver carp, one 
silver and orange, the remainder the usual black and red and red and silver, 
and would make a pretty exhibit at the International Exhibition if Mr. 
Shilletto could be induced to send them. 

The Rev. W. Houghton refers to the various forms presented by the goldfish, 
and states, among others, the caudal fin may be three or four-lobed, which he 
describes as ‘‘varieties of goldfish now frequently to be seen in an aquarium 
under the name of Japanese fantail:, telescope fish, &c.’’ (see ‘‘ British Fresh- 
water Fishes,’’ page 25. 

I would have liked to enter more fully into the subject of in-and-in-breeding, 
but would prefer to see someone better posted up, such as Or. Giinther, of the 
British Museum, who could throw much light on the subject.—I am, &c., 

Waka Re 

P.S.—I have the pleasure to inform you that Iheard at the clubroom last 
night that one of our members knew of a water where he has taken over a hun- 
dred specimens of the golden carp (‘ sport’’) and ordinary carp. Lam in hopes 
of obtaining the privilege of a few days’ fishing there, and if successful will 
report results, with the various forms. This may give the opportunity for the 
experiment of perpetuating the sport. It will be worth trying.—W. R. R. 

{ The two little fellows are perfectly healthy, and feed well on Osborne biscuit. 
We do not think much more can be said on the subject, which, after all, refers 
only to a dusus nature.—ED. | 


SPORTS OF THE GOLDEN CARP. 

Srr,—A few years ago I had a day’s fishing in a private pond near Ferriby, 
in the East Riding of Yorkshire. The pond contaiaed carp and what are 
generally called goldfish, but in reality are red, brick-red, in co'our. I caught 
six of these fish: one of them had a distinctly double tail—the end of the body of 
the fish seemed as if there was a knot in it, and from this sprung four fins, two 
above and two below ; and in another fish there was an attempt at three tails, 
two small fins being pushed out between the other two pairs. I gave these two 
fish away, one to the Hull Museum, the other to Dr. Atkinson of Hull, who 
had it alive forsome time in his aquarium. The proprietor of the pond told 
me he has seen these fish very curiously-shaped, some with humps on their backs. 
These fish were abous } lb. in weight, but the others were larger. I know this 
isa very poor description, still it may give you some idea of what they were 
like. In a few words, they were ordinary-looking fish, with the exception of a 
bunch of-fins at their tail ends. Were they anything like those you have de- 
scribed P—I am, &c., SPIDER. 

Derbyshire, Jan. fo. 

[No doubt they were also ‘sports’? of the go'den carp. The colour of the 
golden carp varies in the most extraordinary way—the warmer the water the 
brighter the colouring.— Ep. ] 





CLUB PRIZES.—DIPLOMAS v. MONEY. 

Sir,—In a short experience of angling clubs (for, although an ardent fisher- 
man for over thirty years, it was only upon the W. C. A. obtaining the con- 
cession upon the Great Western Railway that I became a club member), I have 
found it a fact that very few members goout unlessa prize is tobe fished for ; but 
am equally convinced that fishing for prizes would not in a monetary point of 
view pay anyone —he must spend far more than he could gain. 

Amongs* so many anglers and clubs, in the course of years, no doubt oppor- 
tunities occur for unprincipled fellows to cheat brother members, either by 
purchase of a specimen fish to be weighed in as their own catching, or in gross- 
weight fishing, combining to beat the best man, No doubt this may have been 
done ; but with regard to the season’s club prize for gross weight, it is nearly 
always won fairly, for far more than the prize is worth would have to be spent 
to obtain it. I believe it is a prize much valued by all energetic anglers, and 1 feel 
convincea would be equally so valued if no money was attached to it. 

Then why, Mr. Editor, should not our angling clubs give a Diploma of Merit 
instead of the usual guinea, viz., a first-class diploma for each kind of fish 
weighed-in over specimen weights; also a diploma with the captaincy of the 
clut for total weight of fish weighed-in during the season ; also one for the 
heaviest one-day’s take (over a given weight)? I feel certain the last two prizes 
would be those most sought after, even without a single penny-piece accom- 
panying them. 

What club, Mr. Editor, will be the first to try the experiment, and let you 
know the result at the end of next seaaon? It would be worth a trial, if only 
to see whata club is composed of. : 

The very few opportunities (owing to floods fence time, &c.) the bulk of 
club men get for a good day’s sport, who could begrudge them a good catch— 
who, indeed, but a miserable duffer, who, perhaps, has not sufficient skill 
himself to make a heavy basket from our open waters ? 

As Baron Huddleston (Belt case) remarked: ‘‘ One good eye-witness is 
worth all the theoretical.’’ : ; 

I state, as a positive fact, that to one heavy take now I used to get at least _ 
twenty; and this I attribute to mostly fishing on certain days of a few hours 
only, when previously I used to fish when I liked. 

<n conclusion, I feel certain club men are not so bad as they have been made 
out to be, and do not join clubs for what is to be got out of them.—I am, &c., 

40, Ludgate Hill. F. MALCOLM. 





A FINE BURBOT. 

S1r,—In your report this week of the Trent there is, I presume, a printer’ 
error; the fine * turbot’’ should be ‘“burbot,’’ and a very fine specimen it is, 
measuring from nose to tail 20 inches in length; of breast, 3} inches ; and round 
the body, 10} inches; beautifully marked, very much resembling tortoise-shell 
on the back, shading to nearly white on the belly. At the time I saw it it 
weighed 3 1b. It is alive and doing well in the tank of Mr. Theaker, tishing- 
tackle maker, Nottingham. It would be a very great acquisition to one of the 
Aquariums ; ifnot secured for that purpose, I have spoken for it to be preserved. 
The Rev. W. Houghton, in his ‘* Book of British Fresh- Water Fishes,’’ mentions 
one of 8 lb. caught in the Trent by Sir Jervase Clifton, but the above is the 
finest I ever saw.—I am, &c., S.S. 

Nottingham, Jan. 6. 





HACKLED v. WINGED FLIES. 

Str,—Though your editoiial comment at the foot of ‘* Water Hen Bloa’s ”’ 
letter has so well explained the difference between his favourite system and 
that in vogue in some Southern streams, I feel that, as allusion has been made 
to me and a former letter of mine, a few words in reply to ‘““ Water Hen Bloa”’ 
may not be out of place, and perhaps will be expected of me. 

Scores of Hampshire anglers will testify to the habit, almost universal in 
that district, of fishing with a dry fly, and will agree with me that the moss 
effective cast that can be made is one that brings the fly floating down with 
Wings erect. But no one can ensure this at every cast—imuch depends on 
the way the fly is hackled and winged, hence the system of fly-tying I recom- 
mended a few weeks ago, but I never said that my flies would invariably float 
exactly as I wanted them. I don’t pretend to any such skill, and indeed, I 
can name many friends in Hampshire who are far more skilful in the use of 
the dry fly than Iever hope to be. I get but little practice, I am only a 
moderate performer with the rod, and I haven’t the slightest doubt I should 
learn something from ‘‘ Water Hen Bloa’’ if we had a day’s fishing together. 
But his practice and his hackled flies on a Hampshire stream would probably 
be as much out of place asa rigid adherence to the dry fly system and ouc 
patterns would be on the streams he frequents. 

Still. on the Itchen, Test, Kennett, Colne, and some other rivers, as a rule 
I should never think of fishing except in one way, viz , with a single neatly- 
dressed winged fly, which, with some of the line, floats vistbly on the surface 
over the rising fish. The remarks of Francis Francis on this subject in his 
“Book on Angling’’ are very good indeed, and I can endorse every word 
of it from my own experience. In veryrapid stickles a dry fly can’t be used; 
and, on the other hand in a still, glassy pool, where every natural fly sails down 
cockily with wings erect, the wet fly is generally useless, while a skilfully- 
thrown dry fly will do wonders. This is the highest form of the fly-fisher’s 
art, and a most fascinating exercise of skill. The surprising success of this 
kind of fishing is a matter of every-day experience in Hampshire, and quite 
answers ‘* Water Hen Bloa’’ when he asks, ‘‘ How often on a calm, still day 
has one seen our natural friends, sails full-spread, yachting along on the surface 
of the water! What imitations will then deceive the trout.’ 

Ihave myself seen—nut once or twice, but dozens of timesang'ers, well 
versed in fly-fishing in Scotch or Devonshire streams, go away from Winchester 
disgusted because'the fish would not yield to the seductions of rough, coarse- 
hackled flies on stout gut, and even with the local patterns many are unsuccess- 
ful because they won’t learn to fish with the dry fly. Oneinstance I shall never 
forget. A stranger came down one fine April morning when every trout in the 
river was on the alert. There was a brilliant rise, and he fished assiduously for 
several hours without ever touching a single fish, while two men within sight of 
him io the same meadow killed 10} brace of splendid trout, some of them up to 
2lb. Iam not exaggerating in the least when I say that, except in very rough 
weather, an angler who does not use a dry fly at Winchester may juss as well 
chuck his hat into the river and fish with that, as attempt to catch fish with a 
wet fly. Now and then a suicidal trout, tired of life, will rush at asunk-fly and 
hook himself, but it is quite an exceptional thing. In fine weather, when the 
water is dimpled all over with rises, the only way to sticceed is to fish 
up eo with the finest gut and a delicate-winged fly which floats like Noah’s 
Ark. 

Ihave tried hackled flies very frequently on the chalk streams, and consider 
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about here, for general fishing, use the single brown hair. 
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them elmost useless. A wee black spider will sometimes kill when the black 
gnat is about ; and on a stormy, blustering day, when the fly can hardly be kept 
on the water, I have found a rough, yellow-bodied fly, with landrail hackle 
(probably taken for the cow-dung fly) as useful as anything. But sport in such 
weather is very uncertain, and for the Colne, Test, Itchen, and Kennett the 
standard flies will always be found to be the neatest and most life-like imita- 
tions that art can produce of the duns and their spinners. On the Itchen Ihave 
often tried the red and black palmers, “ the little chap ’” and ‘‘ bumble ’’—flies 
which are reckoned standards elsewhere—and I never killed a single fish with 
any one of them. 

Before long I hope to try the Eden where hackled flies are chiefly used. I 
don’t in the least expect my own winged-flies to supersede the local patterns, 
but if on some calm, fine day I come across a fish rising at the duns in a still 
gliding flat, I shal] most certainly try a small dry fly over him with some degree 
of confidence. Ihave never yet been on a river where, in certain places and at 
certain times, a delicate quill gnat or olive dun floated over a rising fish was not 
most deadly ; but to pin my faith entirely on such a system of fishing in all waters 
and under all circumstances would be senseless in the extreme. 

I notice one sentence of ‘‘ Water Hen Bloa’s,”’ to the effect that ‘* Many will 
admit, unless there be some wind or rain, except in streams, no artificial will 
deceive our finny friends to any extent.’’ I quote this, not for the purpose of 
criticism—it is true enough, no doubt —but just to show that different styles are 
necessary for different rivers. In Hampshire many will admit that the best sport 
is always to be got in fine weather, with little or no wind, when the trout are 
lising quietly and deliberately under the banks of some gently-gliding, glassy 
pool, but that to kill fish then requires s me practice and not alittle skill.— 
Tam, &c., HeeSw i Arr: 


STRAWSON’S WATERPROOF. 

S1r,—-It appears that some persons who may be envious of the popularity 
obtained. by Strawson’s waterproof are disturbed by Mr. H. Cholmondeley 
Pennell, the well-known angler, having stated that ‘‘it is the only waterproof 
which will keep out melting snow.”’ 

Mr. Pennell’s letter to Mr. Strawson was dated 20th September, 1880, and 
was then meant to convey that, of compositions suitable for dressing and pre- 
serving leather, none was so good for sporting purposes as ‘‘ Strawson’s water- 
proof,”’ and the only one of such compositions which would keep out melting 
snow. 

What Mr. Pennell and others have said in its praise the public have endorsed, 
and no other composition for such a purpose has for the last 25 years had so 
large a sale both at home and abroad. Much of it has been exported to India, 
where its property of preserving leather from the destructive effects of extreme 
heat is invaluable to all residents there ; and in all countries it has proved to be 
as good for the delicate kid boots of ladies by preventing the leather from 
cracking and preserving its softness and nice appearance, and rendering water- 
proof the strong boots of military sporting gentlemen and others—I am, &c., 

JOHN BLAKEY, Proprietor of Strawson’s Waterproof, 

Lady Lane, Leeds, Jan. 0, 1883. 


GLOUCESTER FISHING. 

S1R,—I have been a regular subscriber to your very interesting paper for the 
last twelve months, and have not seen or heard any news respecting fishing in 
this neighbourhood in the FISHING GAZETTE for the whole of that. period. 
In December, 1881, a society was formed here, called the Gloucester Angling 
Association, which consisted of between sixty and seventy members, chiefly 
from the working and middle classes, with five or six gentlemen as honorary. 
members. Things went on very well till June last year, wher. we had our 
annual dinner and competition, which about thirty of the members attended. 
We left Gloucester on that particu'ar occasion in a steamer kindly lent us by 
a contractor, and went up the Severn as far as the Haw Bridge (nine miles). 
The river was bank-high at the time and the wind blowing a gale. I think it 
was a four hours’ competition in the river, and the result was—one member 
weighed in 200z. and another 16-0z., several others having eels and flounders, 
which we did not recognise. After partaking of the dinner-—a fine Severn 
salmon of 30lb. gracing the table for the first course, followed by the usual 
joints, ducks, chickens, ham, and tongues, and finishing with some beautiful 
strawberries and cream (only to be obtained in its natural beauty at these 
country restaurants)—we started for Gloucester, and arrived at the club-house 
about g p.m., every man appearing to have thoroughly enjoyed the day’s 
outing. But since then we have never been able to get a muster,-and I 
believe that only about ten members remain in the society. Why it has fallen 
through, I attribute to one or two causes—firstly, after the annual outing, the 
members decided that eels and flounders should weigh-in (offending several) ; 
and sécondly, the head-quarters being at a simple beerhouse, some distance 
from the centre of the city. 

Now, I maintain that Gloucester ought to have one of the strongest angling 
clubs in the West of England. We have every facility for fishing. In the 
river Severn, roach, chub, perch, dace, bleak, eels, and flounders are plentiful, 
with an occasional trout and jack. The Berkeley Canal—sixteen miles of dead 
water without a lock, capable of floating vessels of 800 tons burden—abounds 
in chub, roach, perch, gudgeon, pope, bream, and jack. In the Brick Pits, 
close to the city, perch, tench, and pike—all free. And about six miles out is a 
brook, literally alive with trout (but not one more than 1 1b.), which average about 
three to the pound, to fish which you must get permission. 

So you see thereis plenty of room for a good club; and I should be thankful 
to receive from one of your numerous contributors a good set of rules and the 
general routine of the business done on club night*, so as, if possible, to make 
such a start as to make the thing a success. 

While on the subject of fishing, I may mention that all the crack fishermen 
I find the hair, if 
used fairly, will last much longer than the gossamer gut, which I have tried. 








The favourite hook isethe sneckbend. The close time just comes at a time 
when it is almost useless fishing in the Severn, as then the river is full of elvers, 
and, I believe, most of the coarse fish feed on them. 

If we succeed in establishing a club, shall report progress from time to time. 
We have nothing but water around us at present ; when_it subsides, shall try 
the killing qualities of Mr. Jardine’s improved pike tackle, for which I thank 
him for letting brother anglers into his secret, and you, sir, for showing us the 
modus operandi.—I am, &c. Wels 

Gloucester. 








THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


THE largest and certainly the most important meeting yet held by this 
society was that on Tuesday last. So much interest had been excited 
that Dr. Defreiz assumed the functions ot chairman fro fem., by 
request; and, after some discussion and a division, Mr. Charles 
Bates was elected chairman for the evening by an overwhelming 
majority. 

Mr. Bates, on taking the chair, said, there should be no partiality. 
He would give all speakers a fair and full hearing; but, for the better 
conduct of business, he would at the outset suggest two rules, which 
should only be binding on this occasion, and which he thought, if 
adopted, would greatly facilitate the work of the evening. These 
rules were:—‘‘‘That no member speak more than twice on any 
motion,” and ‘‘That any proposition or amendment be made in 
writing.” 

These were agreed to and carried by common consent. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the previous meeting, which 
were duly passed and confirmed, and then announced that, ata 
meeting of the committee, held on the 19th of December, Mr, J. T, 
Carrington, the Rev. Hayman Cummings, F.R.H.S., and Mr. 1. R. 
Sachs, were elected honorary members of the society. 

Following a discussion, in which Mr. Frost, Dr. Lloyd, Mr. Clarke, 
and others took part, Mr. Elliot moved, and Mr. Cotton seconded, the 
following resolution :—‘‘ That this meeting approves the action of the 
committee of this society in electing Messrs. Carrington, Cummings, 
and Sachs, as honorary members.” 

After Mr. Crumplen and a number of gentlemen had spoken, nearly 
all in favour of the motion, it was put to the meeting by the Chairman 
and carried unanimously. 

Dr. Brunton then made a few remarks on his bayonet-pointed 
hooks, of which a number of samples he had kindly provided were 
handed round for inspection and distributed to the members. 

Mr. Alfred Nuthall, in moving a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
said: No gentleman present at that large meeting could question the 
fact that he had not only presided with great ability, but that the 
entire proceedings had been conducted with a degree of dignity and 
impartiality, which would certainly not lessen the prestige of the 
society. He congratulated the meeting on that fact, and rejoiced 
that this question was nowsettled once for all—a remark that was 
very strongly applauded. ‘ 

The vote of thanks, having been duly seconded, was then put by 
the Secretary, and carried with enthusiasm. 

Mr. Bates, in returning thanks, said, he was ever ready to do any- 
thing in furtherance of the objects of the society, although his post of 
chairman that evening would have been one of greater difficulty had 
he not been supported by so large a majority. ‘There is now reason 
to believe that the views of the committee of the society having been 
so thoroughly endorsed by the members, the policy they have adopted 
in the past will be fully maintained, and the fame of the society be 
increased rather than otherwise, by the incident that has occurred. 

All the leading members of the society were in the room, and 
among the visitors were Messrs. Geen, Clench, and others. A little 
music brought the proceedings to a close. ce 

[We are indebted to ‘‘C.” for the reports of ‘‘ The Gresham ”’ 
meetings, which regularly appear in our columns. We trust this 
great society will continue its prosperous career.—ED. F. G ] 





A BAD-TEMPERED judge was annoyed by an old gentleman who had 
a very bad cough, and after repeatedly desiring the crier to keep the 
court quiet, at length angrily told the offending gentleman he would 
fine him ro dollars if he did not cease coughing, when he was met 
with the reply, ‘‘ I will give your honour 20 dollars if you will stop it 
for me. ’—U, S. Sea World. 


Meén’s life’s a vyper, full uv wows ; 
’E starts a pyper, busts up, en’ gows. 
—The Kaukneigh Awlminek. 





ACEACHE, TOOTHACHE, PAINS IN THEGUMS, NEURALGIA, 

—ADAM SMITH’s NEURALGINE isa Certain Cure. Bottles, Is. 1}d., 

2s. 9d. Post free from Proprietor, Chemist, Wednesbury. London Agent, 
W. Epwarps, 157, Queen Victoria Street; and all chemists. 








ALERDpPD YOUNG 


“The GOLDEN PERCH,” 
402, OXFORD ST., 
Lonpdon, W. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
of every description. 

The Angier’s Handbcok and Catalogue of Prices, with 


eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c. 
7 A tree, Three Berice, oth ae etd 


very superior Instrument. 





AMERICAN ORGANS. 


Betore buying one of tl ese Instruments for the Church, 
Chapel, Sunday-schovl, or Home, please write us for our I1- 
lustrated List. It will be greatly to your advantage to do so, 
as you will save from 30 per cent, upwards, and obtaina 








J. COWLEY and CO., 
21, PRINCE’S DOCK STREET, HULL. 
Sole Agents for the United Kingdom. 





100,000 BIRDS IMPORTED ANNUALLY. 


On view daily at 166, Great Portland Street, London, W. 
(Two minutes’ walk from Portland Road Station), 
The Largest and Cheapest Collection of British, 
Foreign, and Continental Birds, German Canaries, 
Piping Bullfinches, Talking Parrots. All soft-hilled 
birds kept in stock. 


One visit is sure to give satisfaction —E. ETABLE. 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHINt;c IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weiis- 

ley, or other rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &¢., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which bas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the oifice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 





Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 


strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


‘¢ Pike,’ perch, roach, &c., are numerous.”?— 
Angler’s Diary. 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 


‘* The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 

; Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tarifl—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance, 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcréss, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 

mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 











VA, FRY, and YEARLINGS of: the 
favourite varieties of SALMONID AR, includ- 
ing S. Fario (brook trout), S. Fontinalis (American 
trout), S. Ferox (Great Lake trout), S. Levenersis 
(Loch Leven trout), Thymallus Vulgaris (grayling), 
and Hybrids, will be FOR SALE from November to 
April.—For prices apply to IT. Andrews, Westgate 
House, Guildford. 


TROUT and CHAR OVA and FRY, 


Orders taken at the following low rates :— 
OVA, Salmo Fario, £1; FRY, 4os.; OVA, Salmo 
Fontanilis, 30s. ; FRY, £3 per 1000. Yearling 
Salmo fario, 403. per 100,—Address 


THOMAS FORD, 


Manor Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


[NDPIA-RUBBER STAMP S&S. 
For Endorsing Envelopes, Cheques, and Postal Cards 
Heading Note Paper, Marking Linen, Stamping Mono= 
grams, Crests, and Facsimiles of Signature, 
_.. THE “PREMIER” DATING STAMP. 
With Solid Rubber Dates or ten years, from 18s, 6d,.each 
THE NEW POCKET STAMP. 
. From 2s. 6d, each, 
Price and Pattern Sheets free on Application, 
JOHN BERKLEY, 
6, LIVERY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


(oe COLDS, ASTHMA, 














Baeeuess and NEURALGIA. 
P® J. COLLIS-BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘Dr. J, 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’ See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
July 16, 186}, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W. C. Wirkrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 


“TI consider it invaluable in phthisis d di 
cough: the benefit is very marked tnilecdse ee ORT es 


Sold in bottle . 3Ad.. "Bs, 
Chemists. S, 18. 13d., 23. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by all 


Sole Manufacturer, J. I, DAVENPORT Gréat 
Ressell Street, W,C, » 33, Grea 


Every FRIDAY, price 2d., post free, 2}d, 
Also issued in Monthly Parts. 


KNOWLEDGE. 


An Illustrated Magazine of Science 
Plainly Worded and exactly 


Described. 
Edited by RICHARD A. PROCTOR. 


‘Mr, Richard Proctor’s New Magazine, KNowLencrF, 


promises to satisfy a want which has been long felt.”—, 


Saturday Review. 

~ Mr, Proctor, of all writers of our time, best conforms to 
«latthew Arnold’s conception of a man of culture, in that he 
strives to humanise Knowledge, to divest it of whatever is 
harsh, crude and technical, and to make it a source of hap» 
piness and brightness for all.””— Westminster Review. 

Yearly Subscription, post free,.10s. rod. 
WYMAN AND SONS, 74 & 75, GREAT QUEEN ST., 
LONDON, W. 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 


HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GODODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 








“The book embr&ces a wide fizld of usefulness,’’—B7itish 
Workweman. 
‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”’—The Rock. 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


LOVERS OF FISH. YARMOUTH 
BLOATERS. 


Ham cured for keeping, 100, 11s, ; 200, 20S,3 500, 
Discount on la: ge quantities. 
Carriage paid to London or Birmingkam, 


Cash,, with Order, to ; 
H. BAYLY AND CO, 

MERCHANTS, 
GREAT YARMOUTH. 


ACCIDENTS !--64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS! 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINST THEIR COSI?! 





45S. 








ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY, 


The oldest and Jargest Company, insuring against 


Accidents of all kinds. 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL AND P.ESERVE £250,000, 
Moveratse PREMIUMS. 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after five years, 


£1,840,000. 


HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Lo cal 
Agents, or 8. Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head’( fiice, 54, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


TO FLY-FISHERS. 


AGNIFICENT Specimen of Otis 
TARDA, the Great English Bustard, 25s.—R. H., 
18, Regent’s Park Terrace, N.W. 
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'Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. THqual in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, ‘and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
Leather, Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
land. 





THE 


ONE PENNY REVIEW 


POLITICS, LITERATURE, SOCIETY, 
SPORT, THE DRAMA, AND FINANCE. 





THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 





Ofices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD. cae 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 10 oz, 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. | 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch ftted, brass bottom-and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d, Cariiage paid for 6d, 
extra, = 
‘6 Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. - We can res 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”’—Iisuina 
GAzETTE, 
z yard gut cast 1s. 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 3s. 9d. per 100 ; 2s, 
. per 50. and 6d, per dozen. 
Trout gut, 8d., 10d., shoit, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100. 
P.8.—If fishermen would send for the Roach Rod in Winter, 
or now I haye.a few ready, could send them at once. 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


R YAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12 0 noon, 
Close I1.0 p.m.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY ; 
2°30 Day Performance of Grand Pantomime in Theatre. 
3.0 Professor Marks’ Dogs. 
Lombarto Bros. (musical clowns): 
The Sisters Martini (trapeze artists). 
John Le Clair (juggler). : 
Mdile. Wald Damazante (serpent charmer), 
American Teim (knockabouts). 
45 Madame Selika (vocalist), 
The Silbon Troupe. 
John Cooper’s Trained Lions, 
30 The Beckwith Family. ; 
.o Mr. Albert Lowe, Popular Recital on Grand Organ. 
30 Night Performance of Grand Pantomime in Theatre, 
Grand Promenade Concert. 
The Beckwith Fami y, 
Second Part of Concert, 
The Silbon Troupe, 
John Cooper’s Trained Lions, 
Admission ONE SHILLING. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. 70 Ladies and Gentlemen of th 
Albambra Chorus. THIS ELV#NING. ; 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — IMPERIAL 
THEATRE, JACK THE GIANT KILLER. The 
best Christmas Pantom.me in London,—Afternoon, at 2,30 
Evening, at 7.30. 


(Came for Dry Feet and Buot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders, 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is, each. 
Wholesale by Pricr’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London. 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

Pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s, ; Goldfinches, ull- 

inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 

48. and 5s, each; tame Rabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s. 6d. each. 

—J. E. Tuirkerriy, Naturalist, Grapes Hiil, Norwich, 
Established 1858, : 
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THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING of the Council of the National Fish Culture As- 
sociation, under the presidency of Sir James Gibson Mait- 
land, Bart., was held on Tuesday at Fishmongers’ Hall. Letters 
were read from several noblemen and gentlemen accepting 
positions as Vice-Presidents. A Sub-Committee, to prepare a 
scheme for the constitution of the Association and deal with other 
"matters, was appointed, consisting of Sir James Maitland, Mr. 
Francis Francis, Lieut.-Col. Custance, Mr. F. J. Mann, Mr. Willis 
Bond, and the hon. secretaries, Mr. W. O. Chambers and Mr. R. 
B. Marston, who were also empowered to select offices for the 
future mectings of the Council. 

Nearly all the members of the Council were present, and much 
routine business was got through, including the definite adoption 
of the name “ National Fish Culture Association,” as the title of 
the Association. Replies to gentlemen who have expressed a wish 
to become members of the Association, will be sent out after the 
meeting of the sub-committee next week. All the noblemen and 
gentlemen who were asked to become vice-presidents have ac- 
cepted, and the very great interest which is manifested in the 
Association justifies the assumption that ina very short time it 
will be in a position to do practical work. 


Sir J. Gisson Mairianp, BARr., AND THE. COUNCIL. 


After the meeting on Tuesday, the members of the Council were 
entertained at dinner by their chairman, Sir J. G. Maitland. The 
following gentlemen were present :—Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P.; 
‘Dr, Giinther, of the British Museum; the Prime Warden of the 
Fishmongers’ Company, Mr. Francis Francis ;  Lieut.-Col. 
Custance, Mr. C. Fryer, of the Fisheries Department, Whitehall ; 
Mr. Ffennell, Mr. C. L. Buxton, Mr.- O. T. Olson, Mr. 
A. Jardine, Mr. Fred. Clench, Mr. P. Geen, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, 
Mr. C. Andrews, Mr. C. Capel, Mr. W. O. Chambers, and Mr. 
R. B. Marston. Being a semi-private entertainment, we cannot 
give much account of the proceedings, except to say that the 
speeches were of a practical nature in connection with the asso- 
ciation. After the loyal toast, ‘‘Success to the National Fish 
Culture Association ’”? was proposed in a very pleasant speech 
by Mr. Birkbeck, and responded to very heartily by Sir James 
Maitland. Mr. Birkbeck referred to the most encouraging manner 
in which the noblemen and gentlemen who had been asked to help 
the Association had done so, and the way in which the Press had 
unanimously welcomed it, There was no doubt of its success. 
Mr. W. Oldham Chambers then proposed the health of the 
Prime Warden, and in doing so referred to the great kindness 
with which the Fishmongers’ Company had _ placed their rooms 
at the disposal of the association. Mr. J. H. Fordham, Prime 
Warden of the company, replied, saying that his company was 
ever ready to help such useful institutions as that of which they 
were so pleasantly celebrating the formation ; he thought the As- 
sociation had a great future before it, and it would be an interest- 
ing fact in its history and in that of the Company, of which he had 
the honour to be Prime Warden, that the cradle of the National 
Fish Culture Association was the Fishmongers’ Hall. (Hear, 
hear. 
tke next toast was ‘ The-health of our host Sir James Mait- 
land,” proposed by Mr. Francis in appropriate terms, and replied 
to by Sir James in a most interesting speech, in which he touched 
cn the advantages of fish culture generally, and expressed his de- 
light at the establishment ofthis Association. ‘There was no doubt 
it would be a grand success; but it was equally certain there 
would be plenty of hard work required, especially from the sub- 
committee. i 

Lieut.-Col. Custance then proposed the health of their Honorary 
Secretaries, to which Messrs. R. B. Marston and W. Oldham 
Chambers replied. The party separated at a late hour, after spend- 
ing a delightful evening in the company of their most agreeable 
host. 

The sub-committee will meet at Fishmongers’ Hall on Tuesday 
next at three o’clock. 

Messrs. P. Geen and C. Bates have promised life members’ dona- 
tions of £10 Ios. each to the Association. 








IttnEss oF Mr. C. HATFIELD.—We were surprised, and very sorry 
indeed, to hear last night that Mr. Hatfield is very ill. We only heard of it 
by accident at the dinner to the Thames River Keepers at Kingston, and were 
going with Mr. Wheatstone to make inquiries, but did not get back to town 
till too late. We hope to have better news next week. A more genial, 
genuine, jolly good angler than Charlie Hatfield it would be difficult to find. 





FLY-FISHING-SPINNING.—V. 
“Tr’s A Lone Lane roar was No Turntina.” 


Ree was not built in a day, although that 64 Ib. trout really 
was killed in less than 10 minutes. Was he not now, Mr. 
Gniddir? In the present article I propose to throw together, if 
not quite 
‘ Like orient pearls at random strung,” 


still, in some rambling form and fashion, a few further useful re- 
marks on the theory, and also on the practice, of this highest (or if 
that Editor and those other irate-fly-fishers will insist on the 
correction) this not-lowest of angling-arts. 

I need not attempt the task of comparing this new form of 
fishing with the old pitching-style at all points. But it may not 
be amiss to mark, in a few respects, the very great contrast 
between them. The pitching-mode of spinning I always con- 
sidered ought to be practised with a single-handed rod, for so I 
had been taught. But the late Mr. Bullock advocated the use of 
a double-handed one. The rod he used—as I saw—was about 
15 feet. Grant, however, the use of a 17 foot rod. Now, even if 
the line were as long as the rod, and both rod and line were 
stretched out straight over the water, their joint-length would 
not be more than 34 feet, or 11 yards 1 foot. But in pitching, the 
line is generally a foot or more shorter than the rod, a foot or two 
of the double-handed rod is taken up in the handling, and the rod 
is almost always, even at the moment of making the longest, usual 
cast, at a considerable angle with the line. I think, therefore, 
that 27 feet, or 9 yards, would equal, if not exceed, the pitch from 
even a 17 foot rod. And on a pitch of that length the rod is 
over the water, half-way out towards the bait, leaving only about 
4 or 5 yards between the minnow and the long, stout, waving or 
moving rod, which is generally held tolerably high in the air, and 
is thus all the more conspicuous. And whatdoes Cotton tell us 
asto that? ‘And inacalm you shall not have near so much 
sport, even in daping, as in a whistling gale of wind, for two 
reasons, both because you are then not so easily discovered by the 
fish, and also because there are then but few flies that can lie upon 
the water; for when they have so much choice, you may easily 
imagine they will not be so eager and forward to rise at a bait, 
that the shadow of your body and that of your rod, nay, of your line, 
in a hot, calm day, will, in spite of your best caution, render sus- 
pected to them.” But in the case ofa 1z-yard cast—a 
very ordinary cast indeed for an expert—the entire 12 yards are 
made clearand clean away from therod. ‘The rod itself is small, 
and not very conspicuous. And, as explained in'the last article, 
it is held at something like right-angles to the spinning-bait. And 
when the rod-arm is farthest from the river, the rod is necessarily 
held off the water, the point away from the stream. © And even 
when the rod-arm is nearest to the water, the rod is very often 
not over the water, the angler being some yards back from the 
water’s edge. And the rod is held low-down, almost horizon- 
tally, whilst the minnow is spinning. The new-style has also 
numerous other advantages over the old pitching-system. The 
tackle is a great deal finer. The minnow spins more continuously , 
and horizontally, less in a sinking-and-drawing fashion. Its spin 
is also better, owing to the lighter lead. And the cast being much 
longer and the spinning slower, the angler is not only far less in 
sight of the trout, but the trout has a good deal longer time to 
see, and follow, and seize the bait. Moreover, as the minnow is 
a longer time in the water at every cast, the casts in a given time 
are fewer—the loss of time in casting is less, and much more 
actual and effective spinning is thus, even by way of time-economy 
only, done during the day. 

The superiority of fly-fishing-spinning over the Thames and 
Nottingham styles of casting lies principally in the extra delicacy 
of the tackle and lightness of the lead and bait—with all their 
consequences—and in the fact that the bait can be cast with 
extreme accuracy toany given point, amid many an obstruction on ~ 
the land and in the water—(if only, as Pat would say, you have 
plenty of elbow-room at your back)—and high above all—in the 
‘‘crowning victory” of its being done with a fly-rod; that it is, 
in fact, just what I described it when I first saw it practised, ‘“ fly- 
fishing with the minnow.” It is the Poesy of Ménnow-spinning, 

Although the spinning-minnow is nota special bait for grayling, 
still, if you are spinning in a good grayling-stream—when the 
water is low and clear—you will very frequently indeed get 
grayling, and the very largest of them, provided you are spinning 
in the true fly-fishing-style, with a small minnow on very fine 
tackle—and with an extra-slow spin. ‘Those provisoes are essen- 
tial, because the grayling has a tiny mouth, rises straight up from 
the river-bed at the bait (not following it like a trout) and is not © 
to be taken on coarse tackle. It is strange, but true, that the 
very first fish I caught in this new style of spinning was a gray- 
ling of about 3 oz. And Ward caught three good grayling 
—all in one day—during our short stay at Corwen. I 
have in several earlier numbers of the FISHING GAZETTE 
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given numerous other instances in which both Ward and I have 
caught grayling with the natural-minnow. I will, therefore, not 
repeat myself any more here than to say that he has caught and 
‘helped to catch hundreds of grayling with the natural-minnow. 
Other persons (notably ‘‘F.” and Mr. Walbran, in the FisHInG 
Gazette of July 23rd, 1881) have spoken to having each of them 
caught a number of grayling with that bait. Yet, in the FIsHine 
GazeETreE of the 11th November last, I find Mr. J. A. Griffin 
writing most confidently as follows :—‘ By the bye, some time 
ago, I read an enquiry in the Gazerre, ‘Do Grayling take the 
Minnow?’ I say, ‘No;’ but at the same time some of the small 
minnows made now are as much like a grub asa fish; in my 
opinion, that will explain the query.” As amatter of fact, that 
does not explain the query. The reader can judge for himself 
between all the fositive testimonies before him of grayling having 
taken the natural-minnow, and Mr. Griffin’s mere nega/ive evidence, 
or bare statement of his own belief (which I do not for amoment 
doubt) that they will not take it. On the 16th of Demember last I 
read in the FisH1nG GAzeEtTTE as follows :—‘‘ I saw a remark anent 
giayling taking the minnow in your pages a few weeks ago. 
Your correspondent stated that grayling would not take that bait. 
I know they will, as a neighbour of mine took two one day whilst 
spinning for trout, and he said they came as ‘ fierce as bull-dogs.’ 
ats aks T. Corry.” The same writer writes again in the 
FisHinc GAZETTE of the 30th December last :—‘‘I was speaking 
the other day to one of the best of our local rodsters with respect 
to grayling taking the minnow, and he informed me that on more 
than one occasion he has known them to take it most voraciously.” 
I presume the writer referred to the natural-minnow, as he ‘does 
not mention the artificial-one. Atall events (as he was writing to 
controvert Mr. Griffin), I suppose the minnow, in all of those 
cases, was not quite as much like a grub asa fish. Mr. Griffin’s 
position reminds me of the amusing story of the prisoner, who, 
on being charged with a crime on the evidence of one credible 
eye-witness, offered to bring forward twenty credible persons to 
prove that they had never seen him commit the crime, Only here 
the matter of fact (not a mere matter of opinion) is testified to 
by many eye-witnesses, whilst but one person (Mr. Griffin) is pro- 
posing to disprove it, and that by simply saying, in effect, that 
the fact is outside his experience. Mr. Griffin has a limited 
experience, with an unlimited unconsciousness of its limitations. 


‘There are more things in Heaven and earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in_your philosophy.” 


In passing from the subject I would commend to Mr. Griffin’s 
notice the testimony—and the tone of the testimony—of Cotton 
to this very fact which Mr. Griffin, in apparent ignorance or for- 
getfulness (I cannot thinkin absolute denial or doubt) of all the 
posi/ive testimonies toit, soerroneously callsinto question . . . 
‘A grayling will certainly rise at and sometimes take a minnoy, 
though it will be hard to be believed by anyone who shall consider 
the littleness of that fish’s mouth, very unfit to take so great a bait: 
but it is affirmed by many that he will sometimes do so; and I 
myself know it to be true, for though I never tooka grayling so, 
yet a man of mine once did, and within a few paces of me, that I 
am as certain of itas I can be of anything I did not see, and, 
which makes it appear the more strange, the grayling was not 
above 11 inches long.” I have no doubt whatever that the smaller 
the minnow spun, the larger will be the number of grayling taken, 
celerts paribus. In September last I was assured bya keeper ona 
trout-stream in Somersetshire that on one occasion he caught a 
lot of fine roach with the very small fry of coarse-fish, not very 
much larger than a gentle. He baited them on a single-hook, 
just like a gentle. The roach teok them greedily when they would 
not take any other baithe offeredthem. I have twice caught large 
roach—r |b. and 121b.—witha small natural-minnow, spun on fine 
tackle. And I once took over roo perch in one dayin lessthan 100 
yards of water, spinning the natural-minnow inthe old pitching-style. 
As instances of the naturalness of a small natural-minnow spun on 
Ward’s tackle, I may say that this season I hookeda minnow right 
alongside—cheek by jowl—with the spinning-minnow. Anda few 
weeks later I hooked a dace about as long as my little finger ina 
precisely similar manner. Linfer that in each case the fish caught 
came up to the spinning-minnow out of sheer curiosity, to look 
into its fantastic tricks; but that no curiosity would have been 
excited if the get-up of the gay-deceiver had not been most neat 
and natural. I do not at all believe that either fish was hooked 
by reason of the bait going up to it. I think that it came up to 
the bait. Indeed, I have repeatedly seen small dace and chub 
come, by twos and threes, and follow the bait about, without 
- attempting to take it, as if they were some Committee, not of 
‘Taste, but of Public-Safety, appointed to inquire into and report 
upon the phenomenon, 

If, when fishing, you have not a Slave of the Can with you, you 
will find that one of the best ways of carrying live minnows is in 
an oval lemcnade or soda-water bottle, giving your captives fresh 





water occasionally. You suggest, Mr. Editor, that it is a dan- 
gerous practice, as the bottle may break, with dire results. But, 
then, may not a fowling-piece. burst and kill the fowler ? What 
is the practicul remedy ? Not to give up the use of either the 
one or the other—I submit—but to take the best care against an 
accident in each case. Wicker-work the bottle over, by all 
means, if you can get it done. For carrying dead minnows, an 
oval, japanned gentle-box is as good as anything. A round box 
is apt to curve the minnows too much, especially if preserved 
in spirits of wine, which makes them soon get rigid in 
any set position cr shape. If you mix fresh minnows in 
the box with minnows preserved in undiluted spirits-of-wine, 
pure or methylated, the influence of the spirits will be.so 
strong upon the fresh minnows as to appreciably preserve 
and toughen them, a great advantage in the Dog-days. 
Some thin slips of coarse-grained sponge, well moistened with 
the spirits, and laid among the fresh minnows, would have the 
same effect in probably a greater degree. Or a thin layer of 
soaked sponge at the bottom of the box, and another at the top, 
would perhaps answer better still. I shoula prefer-any, one of 
those ways of using fresh, dead minnows to putting them into a 
bottle of the spirits, and carrying that about with me, both because 
the minnows immersed in the spirits would be apt to get too 
tough, except for a beginner, and would lose their colour, &c., 
and would require to have their fins and tails clipped off; and 
secondly, because it would be more tedious work to take the 
minnows out of the bottle than from out the box. And losing 
time whilst fish are running, is losing fish whilst time is 
running. 

Fresh-caught minnows are very tender: but, after they have 
been kept alive for even a single night, their skin becomes very 
much tougher. And you tell me, Mr. Editor, that if fresh-caught 
minnows are put into -spirits-of-wine, the food in their bellies 
causes them to rot much more quickly than they would other- 
wise do. 

I reserve for the present some remarks on the preserving of 
minnows, a matter of considerable importance, in which I have 
lately been making a few experiments. 

I have known the glass-minnow-trap, sold by Messrs. Alfred, of 
Moorgate Street, answer remarkably well where minnows are very ” 
plentiful. But it must be baited with a good sprinkling of bread- 
crumbs or small worms. Ward found no difficulty im getting more. 
minnows than he wanted in five minutes, or less, out of 
the Dee, in the following simple manner:—putting a small 
pebble or two in his minnow-meshed landing-net—which he 
carried for that purpose solely—he would make a rush at a shoal 
of minnows ona shallow, dash the net over them, and dish out a 
lot. But he lost no time over the job. > 

If compelled for want of natural-minnows you can always—as a. 
pis aller—fall back upon an artificial-one, provided it is light 
enough to cast in this style of spinning. But it ought to be quite 
small, and mounted on very small hooks amd very fine gut. I con- 
fess I look upon all artificial-minnows as mere make-shifts for 
natural-ones; so much so that I am not careful to discuss the 
merits of the rival sects, znlem se. : 

£53). Sit holding no form of creed, 
But contemplating all.” 


I am altogether of Cotton’s mind when he expressed his decided 
disapproval of his father Walton’s artificial-minnow. oj ait HOR 
though we do it with a counterfeit fly, methinks it should hardly 
be expected that a man should deceive a fish with a counterfeit 
fish.” No! not as he deceives it with a natural-one, never! And 
as for artificial-flies, how many more fish should we not catch if 
we could only get small natural-flies, and cast them! If we could 
only cast the natural-‘“cuss!’? Eh! Mr. Editor? Whereas, as it 
is, we can but cuss him. And though we do that as direly as ever 
the Cardinal-Archbishop did the Jackdaw of Rheims, it is done 
with anything but the same effect. 

‘« We cuss him sitting, standing, lying— 
Having a pair of wings, we cuss him flying.” 


And yet he flies about as cussedly as ever! 

As regards the haunts and habits of trout, and the best places 
wherein to spin for them, a consideration of those subjects forms 
no part ofthe scheme of these articles. I will only state that 
fishing ‘fine and far off” in this new-style—above all, 
if wading—trout can be killed on a broad and open shallow in a 
bright day, and sometimes when there is hardly a ripple on the 
water, in numbers which would astound anyone who had never 
witnessed that exploit by an expert. On one long scour, Ward, 
on his first visit to Corwen, killed about 1z0 trout in one week. 
Perhaps you will ask, ‘“‘ But how about the loose-line in the 
wading ?”? Now, you need not trouble yourself about the loose- 
line in the wading, any more than Mrs. Bardell needed to have 
troubled herself about the warming-pan in Mr. Pickwick’s absence 
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forthe night. If only you are using either an all-hair line, or 
a decently-dressed silk-and-hair one, or, I daresay, an all-silk one, 
duly varnished, youcan leta very fair lot of yourlinelie onthe water, 
and actually float away down stream before you, and you'll pick 
it up easily enough in the casting, with a little practice. You will, 
of course, have as much line as youcan manage in the palm, or 
round the fingers of your hand. Remember, you cannot cast 
nearly so long aline when wading up to your knees as you can 
when you are casting from the bank, which lessens the difficulty. 
If the line in the water sinks at ail, lift it lightly to the surface, 
and in all cases just draw it in towards you before making a fresh 
cast. I waded the Uska good deal, quite enough to test the 
truth of what I have just stated. My line on those occasions was 
a new silk-and-hair line (about two-thirds hair), recently dressed 
in simple linseed-oil. It worked very satisfactorily, even in heavy 
rain for many hours. 

On many of our choicest trout-streams minnow-spinning is 
strictly tabooed, nothing but “fly” being allowed. I venture to 
think that restriction, especially as applied to fly-fishing-spinning, 
is a great mistake, forthree or four reasons. First, because the 
minnow, and the minnow only (bar the, of course, forbidden lob- 
worm), catches the old overgrown cannibaJ-trout—which are as 
injurious to the water as a pike, every whit; secondly, because 
when only ‘“‘fly” is used, the fish become -over-educated to that 
lure, and the fly-fishing is worse in consequence; thirdly, where- 
ever pike are in the stream, because the minnow-spinner will be 
doing one of the greatest servises to the water, by helping largely 
to disinfest it. of shat species of the genus “cuss” ; and, fourthly 
and lastly—what I ought to have put first and foremost—because 
—I say it, and repeat it boldly—because it is of sportsmanlike to 
prohibit one of the most sportsmanlike methods of catching trout, 
which fly-fishing-spinning undoubtedly is. I know I am pleading 
ina very unpopularcause. There’s that ‘ Old Log,” in his article 
on *‘ Some Infernal Machines ” in the Field, of December 30 last, 
writing in this supra-celestial-strain :— 


“There are indeed many great pundits of the order” 
(meaning Knights of the Order of the Artificial-Fly) “who 
uphold as the first dogma of their creed that the Divine 
family of the Salmonide alone are worthy of worship, 
and to them only the choicest imitations of their insect 
food should, under ordinary circumstances, be offered. 

; Some occasions may intervene when it will be necessary 

. to substitute the minnow for the fly, but such changes 
are generally adopted with reluctance, and regarded as a 
confession of weakness, or an acknowledgment of failure 
in the higher range of art.” 

And then there’s that Editor of ours—-who never was much more 
than a demi-semi-convert to the New Art, and is now, I sadly 
fear, relapsing rapidly into utter-apostacy—writes me the other 
day as follows :— 


“My Dear Ariczt, 

“‘Can’t you see that we may over-dose our fly-fishing 
readers? You really should remember that that Minnow- 
Spinning—however well you may paint it—is BLACK- 
ART to them.” And he makes me three deep, dark 
dashes—as if fora T'riple-Halo of Infernality—under those 
dreadful words; and then goes on again. ‘ You know 
what Gretchen said to Faust, 


‘Das ist alles recht schén und gut— 
% * * * 


. Steht aber doch immer schief darum ; 
Denn du hast kein Christenthum.’ 
It’s all very fine your fly-fishing-spinning ; but you hayen’t 
any fly-fishing- Waith, 
“ Very faithfully yours, 
‘*Yous Own Enrror.” 
So that I have to write him back :— 


“ DEAREST OF EpIToRS,— 


** How prettily you would pose as the angel Abdiel, 
on the revolt of Lucifer— 


“« Among the faithless faithful only he!’ 


*“ You appear quite to forget, though, that I am 
2 seeking to charm you, and all the rest of our well- 
beloved-brethren, up to the summit of an art even more 
Heaven-kissing than yours and theirs of the artificial- 

fly. What the Garter is to the Bath, that— 


“* As a higher Order in the Sphere,’ 
or Hierarchy* of Angling-Honour, is the Natural-Fly- 


Minnow to the Artificial-Fly, in which, by-tbe-way, I 
am not quite without faith—when the Green-Drake is out. 


Oe SE SRS Be 
* The printer suggests Flierarchy ; I don’t think I will adopt his emendation 
his time, though. But still ‘‘when found make a note of.” 





“If you doubt all that, you will at least admit this: 
«The Prince of Darkness is a Gentleman,’ 


with no horns and hoofs about him, and does his Black- 
Art with a fly-rod—/cke a gentleman—in these articles * 
of 
“Your ownest, 
fae RUT Be 


**P.S.—You don’t mean to apply to e those words 
of Valentin to Mephisto :— 
“Wen lockst du hier ? Beim Element! 
Vermaledeiter Rattenfanger ! 
Zum Teufel erst das Instrument ! 
Zum Teufel hinterdrein den Singer!’ 


Do you?” 


Now, I have no desire either to prophesy or to rhapsodise, but 
I cannot help strongly inclining to the belief that the fly-fishing 
form of spinning will in time, and before any very long time, 
become for many of the most accomplished fly-fishers a favourite 
form of fishing for all trout, save, perhaps, the true: Thames-trout, 
and, of course, the Great-Lake-Trout. I fancy that not a few 
devoted-followers of Cotton, who have hitherto looked upon a 
spinning-rod as a sort of “ poaching instrument” *—possibly, 
because it is not a fly-rod—will ere long go down to the water- 
side with, asa matter of course, the fly-book in one pocket anda 
box or bottle of minnows in the other; and even if they keep 
true to the attractions of their First-Love when she is ‘in the 
humour”—to the fly when the fish are rising and taking—yet 
they will yield to the seductions of the fly-minnow in those fre- 
quent, and long, and depressing intervals when they find the fly a 
total farce, an absolute failure. 


‘When we cannot make iove to the lips that we love, 
We can always make love to the lips that are near.” 


And deadly-lovely are those lips that are so nigh unto us to 
make love to now. Will you not fix your zear affections upon 
them, Mr, Editor? Won’t you tryyourluck with the fly-mznnow the 
very next time you have had a blank day (your printer may, if he 
pleases, print it a black day) with the fly on the Yore, or the 
Yarrow? Yes, I cannot but believe that fly-fishing-spinning is 
destined, as it becomes better-known and more-deeply-loved, to 
prove a very dangerous rival indeed to fly-fishing. In my opinion, 
speaking in all calmness and sobriety, it is, when practised to 
perfection, as lovely, and far more difficult and’ deadly an art. 
May I whisper ef my mistress what Steele proclaimed of his? 
“To love her is a liberal education.”” And may I whisper 
to her: 

*©O matre pulchra filia pulchrior |”? 


But this I must say, and I ought, no doubt, to have said it 
plainly long ago—that an angler who has not finished his educa- 
tion in fly-fishing should not, 


“ Like little wanton boys that swim on bladders,” 
venture 
“in a seaof glory, 
‘*But far beyond As depth ’— 


to essay fly-fishing-spinning. Until he is thoroughly accustomed 
to make a long-and-easy fly-cast, and to manage a fly-rod under 
all conditions with that subtle-ease which is a second-nature, I 
fear the difficulties of two complex arts—fly-fishing and minnow- 
spinning—in one would be too, too many for him. Even to an 
angler who has been for years a fair fly-fisher, and who is also 
not unpractised in both of those old forms of spinning, the pitch- 
ing-system and the Thames-casting-system, and who has, more 
over, all sympathy with and enthusiasm for the New-Art, I 
doubt it must be a work of years, with only ordinary annual 
practice, to become an accomplished fly-fisher-spinner in brooks 
and rivers that are much wooded. It must be so for me. But 
what an angler can do there with the fly—that, 7 s’me and 
with pains—he can do there with the fly-minrow. 


‘*A slow-developed strength awaits 
Completion in a painful school.” 


But I know of nothing to prevent ladies from following this 
gentle art with a success equal to that of their lords and masters, 
if they will but enter into it, Mrs. Editor, with all their hearts, and 
souls, and minds, and strengths. The only little difficulty which 





* Patsy Ryan, of Killaloe, tells rather a good story’ of a compatriot of 
Dr. B.’s, and an excellent fly-fisher for salmon, wko was one day, with some 
difficulty, induced to go and see a litile bit of cross-lining for trout on Lough 
Derg, in the May-fly season—the only season when the trout do rise on that 
lake. The trout were in a taking~humour. Mr. C. very soon threw himself, 
heart and soul, into the nefarious fun (no ne-/ari-ous joke)—handled * that 
poaching instrument,’’ as he had previously called the cross-line, with the 
greatest intezest and expertness—as if to the manner born—and, at the end of 
the day, after a good big, or say a big haul, was heard arrantly declaring that, 
in his opinion, ‘‘ the troots’’ had hai ‘‘ very fair play indeed,” 
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occurs to me is ‘Ae wading, especially in the Usk. But I daresay 
that might be overcome. ‘‘ Where there’s a Will there’s a Way,” 
youknow. At the*instant of going to press I have received the 
following very flattering communication :—‘‘ Mrs. McK —, 
who seldom reads anything in the paper except the Police-News, 
Murders, Inquests, &c., is applying herself with rare zest to the 
study of your articles, and asks me questions with regard to the 
cast which I am unable to answer. She took outa trout-ticket the 
first year we were here, and I should not be surprised to see her 
attempt to startle the natives with Fly-Fishing-Spinning !” 





‘‘ Without the Smile from partial Beauty won, 
Oh, what were Man? A World without a Sun!” 


“Can the Nottingham-style of casting from the reel be 
adapted to this new spinning?” I fancy I hear ‘‘ Red-Spinner”’ 
ask. My answer is: ‘I doubt it gravely.” I was once think- 
ing of having a Nottingham-reel invented and constructed for 
the purpose of trying the experiment. But I found that the 
idea would have taken time, and trouble, and expense to work 
out; and it was very questionable, as well to myself as to the 
proposed makers, whether the superlatively-delicate-mechanism 
of reel necessary to cast so light a bait as a small, lightly- 
leaded minnow, and in a form of reel adapted for a light, 
single-handed fiy-rod, could be easily. or at all obtained—for all 
our joint and several ingenious notions of how to obtain it—by 
hollow-frame, heavy-tire, watch-like-jewelled-axial-workings ; so 
as to throw all weight from off the centre on to the circumference 
of the reel, and to reduce to a minimum the friction on the re- 
volution. And to my mind, on reflection, it was by no means 
clear that the kind of under-hand casting from a flexible rod— 
which is of the essence of this art—would at all suit to geta 
free-and-easy running of the line from off a Nottingham-reel, 
always supposing its mechanism were magical enough for effect- 
ing such a motion, on the touch of so light, so fairy-fine a lever, 
Finally, I have thought that even if I could get the Nottingham- 
reel to work its level-best for my style—going round as neatly 
as the orb beneath us, 

‘‘ That on her smooth axle spinning sleeps,” 
and as rapidly-—I should never like the tameness of its applied 
dynamics as I like the pure, unfettered, free-hand casting-out 
and drawing-in of the winch-line, as I have been taught the 
art. And so I have given up all idea of any extension of it in 
the direction of Nottingham. But ‘‘ Plummet,” or “ Red- 
Spinner,” or any other Occabot, or other angler who thinks 
differently, might make the experiment. I should at any time 
be most pleased to learn the result of his experience—to hear 
of all his adventures by the way—on that rather-long journey. 

AR. 1.) Emks 
(Zo be continued.) 








THE INSPECTION OF FISHERIES. ' 


T has at length been definitely decided to fill the vacancy in the 
office of the Inspectors of Fisheries, caused by the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Spencer Walpole to the Governorship of the Isle of 
Man last spring, by the promotion of Mr. C. E. Fryer to be an 
Assistant-Inspector, with Professor Huxley, F.R.S., as Chief In- 
spector, of Fisheries. Mr. Fryer has held the office of Clerk to 
the Inspectors of Fisheries since 1869. In 1876 he received the 
Silver Medal of the Society of Arts for establishing in Cornwall 
the new industry of preserving pilchards in oil 4 Ja sardine—an 
industry which has now attained considerable dimensions. 








NETTING THE RESERVOIRS FOR STOCKING THE 
THAMES. 
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS, ’ 
The Gresham Angling Society ie is x2 fy 0 
Waltonian Angling Society .. Litéced) 


Per Haslett, Fisherman :— 

Mr. Parson .. 

Mr. Brown .. 

Mr, Duncan af 5 
Dalston Angling Society fe Se 5 
The Beresford Angling Society, Camberwell 


20000 
CONNN 
DANDDA 








Painter's Errata tx Last Wrnx’s Gazerre.—In note to the Exe Report, 
page 18, for ‘who’ read ‘‘which.’”? On page 22, Ist col., line 14, read 


* . mateo 
‘created © for ‘‘createe,’’ and in line 56, same col., for ‘‘carpeo’? read 
carpio. 





ACEKACHE, TOOTHACHE, PAINS IN THE GUMS, NEURALGIA 
—ADAM SMITH’s NEURALGINE isa Certain Cure. Bottles, 1s, 14 % 

2s. 9d. Post free from Proprietor, Chemist, Wednesbury. London ‘Agent’ 
W. EDWARDS, 157, Queen Victoria Street; and all chemists. : 
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LYNN. ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
THE second annual meeting of this progressive society was held at the 
Town hall, Lynn, oa Wednesday evening, Mr. F. Ludby (president) 
occupied the chair, and there werealso present Messrs. H. Bradfield 
(honorary secretary), H. Fitt, F. Smoothy, R. D. Rust, J. B. Rix, C. 
W. Harding, J. J. Rolfe, H. Wright, A. R. King, Suggett, &c. ; 

The secretary, at the request of the chairman, read the following 
report :— 

The committee have great pleasure in presenting their report at the 
end of the second year of the association. The year has been one of 
unbroken success, and the support so freely given to the association 
in the first year has been more than maintained in this. 

The committee have made every effort to secure good fishing for 
the members, and in furtherance of that object they have hired during 
the past year the following fisheries, viz.: The Middle Level main 
drain, from St. Mary’s bridge, and three chains above the New Outfall 
sluice, to Magdalen Turnpike bridge ; the Sams cut, from the sluice 
on the Ouse at Ten Mile Bank, Hilgay, all the way to Feltwell; Rox- 
ham drain, and the drain from near the Wissey to St John’s Eau 
at Denver sluice; Downham or St. John’s Eau, from Denver sluice 
to Stow hall. . 

The Middle Level drainis well known to members, but Sams cuf, 
or Modney drain, as it is also called, is not so well known. It is an 
excellent piece of water-for winter and spring fishing, and the com- 
mittee recommend those members who are fond of pike and perch 
fishing to pay it a visit, as the weeds are now down, and the water 
during’ the next two months will, except in times of flood, be in 
prime order for fishing. Ree 

In June last, the committee received an offer, through the Rev. J. R. 
Crawford, of Mr. H. J. Luddington’sfisheryinthe LittleOuse or Brandon 
river, commencing at a point about a quarter of a mile above Brandon 
creek, and extending up the river about four-~miles. Owing to the 
distance from Lynn and the difficulty of access they decided, although 
the fishery is a good one, not to hire it, but to refer the matter to 
this meeting. :; 

The Nar Valley drainage scheme has now been ccmmenced, and it 
is'expected that the sluice and other works will be completed about 
the end of the present year. The committee trust that during tre next 
few months steps may be taken to procure certain portions of this 


fishery to the association. 


On the 14th January last the Gaywood tiver was again dragged; 
the fish then obtained were turned into the Long Pond for the benefit 
of the anglers of the borough generally, and the fishing there durirg 
the past season has been of an excellent character, and far better 
than anglers have been accustomed to obtain there during many 
years. 
~ The work of stocking the Gaywood river with trout and similar fish 
has received the earnest attention of the committee, and the 
artificial hatching of trout ova undertaken at the beginning of last 
year was eminently successful, 2 

The 5,000 trout ova obtained from the Howietoun Fishery, Stirling, 
were hatched off, 3,000 by Mr. C. W. Harding, and 2,coo by the 
committee in the association trorghs at the Lynn Musuem, with a 
marvellously small percentage of loss. 

A further 1,000, the present of Mr. Archer from a Hampshire stream, 
were also hatched off by the committee in the same troughs, and the 
fry obtained from these 6,000 eggs were all turned into the Gaywood 
river, as well as 2,000 fry, a present from Mr. Burkitt from thestreams 
in Derbyshire. - 

In addition to this 8,o00, the Earlof Romney turned in 1 500 fry, 
making upwards of 9,000 trout turned into the river last spring. 

The committee having been advised that the Gaywood river would 
be likely to suit grayling, they decided to try the experiment, and 


therefore obtained 2,000 grayling fry from the Peak Forest Angling. 
Club, Sheffield, and the fry artined tae popes. | 


len iti : 

turned into the river in May last. piencisisee ea ead we 
The committee feel that they have made a good start towards. 
stocking the river by turning in upwards of 11,000 fry in cne season | 
but having again obtained the permission of gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood to take ova from trout in their streams, in which they 
have-every hope of being successful this season, there is a great pros- 


pect of their being able to make a considerable increase upon that 
number in the coming spring. 


month. 
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The committee are pleased to submit the following figures showing 
the numbers and subscriptions of the members for 
1881 and 1882. 


Ats Aieeis; ne 8 a) It 
At Ios. 6d. as 24 35 
Bs bry or, 100 97 

132 143 


In conclusion, the committee trust that the support so liberally ac- 
corded in the past will be greatly increased in the future, so that the 
work of the association may be greatly increased also ; and the com- 
mittee take this opportunity of strongly urging upon the members the 
necessity of inducing their angling and non-angling friends ‘to give 
the association their support. 

The Chairman said he understood that Mr. Harding intended to 
exhibit some smelts at the Fisheries Exhibition to be heldin London 
during the present year, He was glad to know that, as Lynn would 
therefore not be left out in the cold. 

Mr. Harding said it was quite true that he intended to send some 
fish to the exhibition in question. 

Mr. H. Fitt (the auditor) next presented the.statement of accounts, 
which showed on the receipt side that the balance from 1881 was 
411 gs. $d. ; subscriptions during 1882, £54 5s.; Mr. J. T. Baker, 
compensation for netting Middle Level drain, £3 ; Mr. J. Seott, for 


eel fishing in Sams cut below Modney Bridge, Iss. ; total, £69 gs. 8d. 


The disbursements comprised: rent of fisheries; £12 13s. 10d; stocking 
waters, £14 $s. 8d.; hatching apparatus, £2 os. Iod.; printing, post- 
age, &c., £7 Ios. 1d.; miscellaneous, £2 7s. 6d., leaving a balance of 
430 12s. 7d. in hand. 

The Chairman proposed, and Mr. R. D, Rust. seconded, the 


adoption of the report and statement of accounts, which was agreed. 


to. 

Mr. Harding, in proposing that Mr. Ludby be re-elected as presi- 
dent of the society, remarked that that gentleman had discharged the 
duties of the office ever since the association was established in the 
most efficient and agreeable manner, and for the benefit of all the 
members. (Applause.) 

Mr, Rix seconded the proposition, which was unanimously agreed 
to 


would have accepted the office of president for the coming year, and 
personally he would have been pleased if he had done so. It was a 


great pleasure to himself to be connected with the association, and | 
in the future, asin the past, he would do his utmost to furthér its in- | 
terest. (Hear, hear.) Hehad alittle time to spare from business, | 
and nothing seemed to do him more good than the héalthful recrea- 


tion afforded by angling, which he very much enjoyed.’ Thus far the 
society had proceededin the most satisfactory manner, and in the 
course of time he hoped the committee would be able to secure good 
angling grounds and private sport much nearer home than at the pre 
sent time. (Applause.) 

Mr. H. Bradfield, in proposing that Mr. Weston Jarvis be re-elec- 
ted treasurer, remarked that that gentleman not only* took care of 
the finances, but was ever ready to do all that he could for the benefit 
of the association. 

_ Mr, Wright seconded the nomination, which .was_ unanimously 
agreed to. » Ags 

The following were elected on the committee :—-Messrs. C. W. 
Harding, W. J. King, A: R. King, R. D. Rust, Jeb. Rixst Rix,.}. 
H. Reddie, T. Spurr, F. Smoothy, J. T. Lindsey, F. L. Freeman 
and H. Fitt. Mr. Mitchell was chosen as auditor for the ensuing 
year. 

The Chairman said the association had been’ kind enough to elect 
him as president for another year, but he felt that his duties were 
light when compared with those of their honorary secretary, Mr. H. 
Bradfield, whose re-election he had much pleasure in moving. (Ap- 
plause.) He did not know what they would have done without him, 
especially with regard to the correspondence which he had carried 
on, and the interest he had displayed in the society. He had the 
welfare of the association thoroughly at heart, and it seemed to be 
uppermost in his mind the first thing every morning and the last 
thing at night; whether he dreamed of it he could not tell. 
(Laughter and applause.) He was always ready to give the society 
the benefit of his researches, and he took much interest in the culture 
of all kinds of fresh-water fish. They could not possibly have a better 
secretary, and he trusted that he would live for many years to fill 
the office. (Hear, hear.) He knew that Mr. Bradfield liked the 
Work which he had to perform, and trusted. that he would always 
give the same amount of satisfaction as at the present time. (Ap- 
plause.) 

_ Mr. J. D. Suggett seconded the nomination, and said they had all 
listened with pleasure to the report and statement of accounts read. 
The society was sure to be a success, as it had two practical anglers 
itits head. He thought that the committee might become more ac- 
quainted with the members in general, and that, as angling. was an 
art, they might all receive instruction from those who were adepts at 
.t. He thought that ifthe committee could arrange ‘for some day 
yutings for the whole of the members the society would become more 
successful. (Hear, hear.)  ; y i 

, The Chairman said he was obliged to Mr. Suggett for the hint 
which he had given them, and his suggestion should be taken into 
consideration. Coie ae 

Mr. Rust said with regard to their secretary. there was one remark 
which he would like to have had inserted in the report, but, they all 
xnew that Mr. Bradfield was so modest.. (Laughter and applause.) 
Cheir secretary had been fortunate enough during the past year to 









The Chairman, in returning thanks, said he thought’ that’ Mr. Rix | 





take a first prize at Norwich for the most practical code of rules for 
an angling association, and since then he had tiken first prize at 
Edinburgh for an essay. That showed that Mr. Bradfield knew some- 
thing of the duties which he had to perform as their secretary ; but 
for his assistance the society would soon be nowhere—in fact, it was 
questionable whether it would ever have gained an existence at all 
without him. (Applause.) 

The election of Mr. Bradfield as secretary was then agreed to with 
loud applause. : 

Mr. Bradfield returned thanks for the kind mannet in which his re- 
election had been proposed and carried ; as he had acted in the past 
so would he endeavour to continue in the future. Had it not been for 
the action of the committee and the assistance of their president, it 
would have been impossible for him to have performed the work which 
he had accomplished. Mr. Ludby had been most lavish in devoting 
his time to the interests of the association, for which he scemed to 
consider nothing a trouble, as he was ever ready to do all that he 
could forit. With regard to Mr. Suggett’s remarks, he trusted that 
opportunities would be afforded for the members to go out angling 
together. Sometimes he had to go about begging to make up a 

arty. 
A Mu. Rix moved a vote of thanks to the chairman, and trusted that 
he would be spared for many years to occupy the same position. 

The Chairman having replied, the meeting ended. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
Byer Ds 





WITH rivers flooded for weeks and weeks, club visits very slack, the 
supper season not yet commenced, and the fence season fast ap- 
proaching, no wonder if a piscatorial scribe has to exercise his utmost 
ingenuity to discover a few items of interest to set before his readers. 
At such a time it would not bear comparing to a hungry fish in an 
overstocked water eagerly seeking for such small scrap; as luck may 
bring within his reach. 

Talking of return club visits, the West Central Association 
district visits closed with the last: day of 1882. <A new visi-ing list 
will shortiy be issued, and Mr. T. Hoole writes me that he would 
much like to hear from all societies wishing to be pliced on the 
visiting list. Now is the time for district officers, secretaries of 
angling societies, and others who may have suggestions to make on 
this subject to do so. 

The fifth annual dinner of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society 
is fixed to take place at the Colvi:le Hotel, corner of Talbot Road and 
Portobello Road, Westbonrne Park, on Monday evening, January 
22nd, at 8 o’clock precisely. The usual monthly meeting of the 
West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling Soc‘eties 
will take place at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec: S‘reet, Baker 
Street, on Friday evening, Igth inst. Delegates please attend. 

In answer to ‘‘S. I.,’? the cockspur and redworm are identical. 
To the Trent angler I believe it is principally known by the former 
name, to Londen and other anglers, by the latter. Dace are par- 
ticularly fond of it, and roach, perch, &c., will often be tempted by it 
when they turn in disgust from the odoriferous brandling, or its big 
brothers, the marsh and lob. As a case in point, a friend of mine, 
anglirg at one of the lower Thames weirs during the past summer, 
succeeded in capturing between 29 and 30 lb. of goo! bream with red 
worms, which he was induced to try as a dernier ressort, literally 
at the 11th hour, and after patient angling nearly the whcle diy with 
lobworms had failed to produce a single fish. 

Re ‘* Roach Bites.” —A correspondent, writing to a sporting journal, 
stigmatised the ‘‘ correspondence which has been going on in the 
pages of a contemporary ”’ by the elegant name of“ bosh!” Then 
follows a long description of this gentleman’s particular style of 
fishing, and how the roach treat his float when they bite, &c. Truly 
a Daniel come to judgment is this gentle rodster; so modest, too, 
and, above all, so consistent. 

The annual Blue Book of the Thames Angling Preservation Society 
has just been issued, and, as usual, contains a lot of really valuable 
information. I have been from’ home for a day or two, and only 
received the book just as I am sending off these notes; but from the 
hasty glance I have given it, I think there are one or two points in 
the annual report (paragraphs 5 and 6) I should like next week to 
touch upon. ; 

Re Club Prizes.—Mr. F. Malcolm and your correspondent ‘‘ Arun” 
have apparently had the same idea, viz., the necessity for an angling 
society, where angling for prizes was not.recognised. It is, to say 
the least of it, strange that, witn all the outcry that has been raised 
against prize competition, such a society has not been formed loig 
ago. For my part, lama firm believer in prize competitions. It is 
the abuse of the thing that I spoke about, 





Gregory’s Spiyninc Bairs. “The Gregory,” the ‘Flexible Cleop:tra,’” the 
¢ Oxford,” and the “Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Prees the best baits 
invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing-tack!e 
shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works, 
Redditch, Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
received from the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P.; Mr, William Bailey, Nottingham ; the 
Rev. E. C. Holt, Teddington ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Gregory’s 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by 
the.press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait. The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size. Has been tried with remarkable 
success.,—See that the name ‘‘ Gregory” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as inferior 
imitations are offered forsale, and people are thereby disappointed and deceived 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, Birmingham,—[Apv7.] 
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RIVER REPORTS: 


Axcholme District. 


Several anglers have paid visits to the upper pool during the past week, but 
the results have been comparatively poor owing to the occasional freshes which 
puddle the water. I saw some late trout on a spawning bed on Saturday in 
last week, showing how late some of the S Jmonide are in this district. At 
the Manor fishery here, some thousands of Loch Leven Fontinalis and early 
Fario egys are already well hatched, and fast absorbing the sac. The earliest 
simples will be ready for turning out in three or four weeks, and miny will 
go to replenish local waters.—THoMAs Forb. 


Chichester. 


The past week has not been a prolific one in angling annals. Bream have 
not been wel oa feed—the largest I hear of, a fish of nearly 3 lb., by Mr. 
Young. <A dead pike of 51b. w:s pizked up on Saturday—whether the thief 
that took my spoon last wee’, or someone else’s Joss, [ cannot say. The fish 
had evidently been hooked. Some pike were taken by some visitors with 
spoon, and the natives have had some runs with no resu'ts. Perch seem scarce 
this season, but few being taken, and those small. In the basin, where carp did 
once abound, I have not heard of a capture thisseason. The weather is not at 
» sui able for piscatory pleasure—this evening cold and wet.—GeorGeE F. 
SALTER, 





Cook's Ferry, Edmonton. 
The water isjin splendid condition for all kinds of fishing. Sunday 
heing a fine day, we had several fishermen down, and a considerab'e number of 
jick were taken, some of them being spleadid fellows—Grorce F. 


Deve- 


The weather this week has again been extremely mild, and the Dove has been 
running at spring height and is spring colour. There has been a steady rise 
of grayling on every day but last Saturday, when the fins scarcely caine up even 
alittle bit. We have not had a vast numberof rodstersout. These too have chiefly 
been local devotees, and I should think the average tekes have been about five 
brace per rod. The roach, dace, chub and bream anglers have again been ge ting 
large dishes with the cockspur worm, which nearly always proves better in the 
water than the maggot in the Dove. I th‘nk, fair as grayling fishing is now, 
it would be improved by a spell of frosty nights followed by bright days. Pike 
are moving freely, but I can’t hear of any very big ones having been caught.— 


Tare SPLODGER 
Exe (Exeter): 


The water is still very high and very few cree’s have bzen filled. Som: pike 
have been taken from the river, and I have heard very fiattering accounts of 
the Cotton Spinning Company’s lines as supplied from their office in Corpora- 
tion Street, Manchester, and, from personal trial, I can endorse the golden 
opini ns formed of them; they are of best material and stand work well. A 
few nice roach have been taken from the Exminster ponds; and, no doubt, if 
the weather improves, angling prospects wil be brighter than at present.— 
J. A. KELLEY. 

Ilfracombe 


S-a-fishing.—The weather this week has been more favourable for fishing 
with ground lines. Several boats have been out, and their average catc ‘es of 
whiting and pollock are from 15 to 29 lb, each. A few ling and some large 
skate are also brought in from the spiilers. Capital sport from the pier and 
jetty with rod and hand lines for small whiting, pout, and pollock. Weather 
at present moderate.—E, CoMER. 





Itchen. 


Pike in the river Itchen, On Friday, the $th, Major Turle’s son, when 
spinning on the old Barge, just off the Flood Hatch hooked and killed a fine 
fi h weighing 113 1b, next day he killed one about 4b. Several other large 
ones are about, but the Barge being so full of deep holes (caused by gravel 
digging) itis no easy matter to entice the brutes out. In Mr. Flight’s water, 
just below St. Cross, the waterman, in one hole, with trimmers, took three 
fish, weighing 15 lb., 12 lb , and 11 1b. I am afraid the river is swarming with 
them. Very few owners of the river take the trouble to eradicate them. It is 
but little use a lessee here and there trying to keep them down. Some even 
object to fishermen spinning for them in the winter.—Hampsutinrn, 


Leicester. 


The waters in the vicinity of Leicester are now in capital condition for 
angling, and a larger number ef rodsters than usual are now paying attention 
to our waters, and generally with pretty good results. IRoach and perch bite 
more freely than has been the case for some time past, therefore some good 
baskets have lately been obtained. Several good pike were caught live-bait 
fishing, one gentleman having a brace a few days since weighing respectively 
7 lb. and 51b., and a number of others have been brought to bank between 
4b. and 61b., so that the local society’s members have little cause for com< 
plaint. The Aylestow preserved waters are attracting a large number of 
anglers, and good sport bas been had with chub, roach, and perch. The more 
favoured spots down the Wreake, Brooksby, Frisby, and Rearsby are receiving 
their share of patronage, and anglers who have visited these waters have been 
fairly well rewarded. Pike fishing has been indulged in at Barrow-on- Soar. 
At the time of writing, late on Thursday night, the weather is almost spring- 
like and water fine for bottom fishing. —ALERT. i 





Medway (Tonbridge). 
A few jack were taken in the early part of the week, notwithstanding a cold 
easterly wind. The rain, however, has thickened the water and spoilt all the 
fishing prospects for the next few days—Ya MupwAy WATER-RAT. 


- Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


The river once again is in capital condition for fishing. Anglers may expect 
seme fine sport. Harry Radwell, jun., out with his punt, caught some fine 
perch weighing 14 lb., and several over I lb., one dozen roach weighing 7 lb. 
I find that about 15,000 Loch Leven trout ova have been laid down in a stream 
in a private garden at Medmenham, a redd having been carefully prepared 
for them. The young trout will not be captured m any way, but will have 
their year of brook life in a little stream running into the Thames by Hurley 
old lock. At Hambleden rather more extensive preparatidns have been made. 
A redd has been constructed by the side of the brook, aud a portion of its 
channel dammed up and turned into a rearing pond. The committee of the 
Angling Association have been enabled to do this by the kind permission of 
Mr. C. Scott Murray and his tenant, Mr. Chamber. A large quantity of Loch 
Leven ova will shor ly be laid down at Hambleden. A distinguished party of 
foreigners, staying at the Old Bell, Hurley, have caught some good fish. 
Pierre Jurquet, roach and perch; Jean Jlornpecker, some roach; M. 
Berges, fine jack; a Mr. !homas Bigsby, some perch; a Mr. Wetherhead 
and General Fife’s sons, out with Coster, fisherman, of Hurley, canght 10 
dozen petch and roach. Thursday morning, water thick and river rising. 
Wednesday, water thick and river rising, with strong. south wind.—HuRLry 
Trout. 


Nene (Northampton). 
As I told you in my last report, if the weather as at present continues, we 
shall have a chance of killing a good pike or two On Saturday last Mr. — 
Young ki'led a pike of 6 1b.; on the same day Mr, Lacs one of 4 lb. in the | 
borough water, Mr. E. Bullock killing some fine rvich up to 1 Jb., but on 
Monday the rain came.down, and put a stop to fishing for the present 


week.—T. F. 
Ouse (Littleport)- 


The witer is at last subsidinga bit, and I trust in a few days to see it back 
into its proper channel. There has been but little doing since I sent in my last 
report some weeks bac’x. I have tried a few times long casting with Notting- 
ham tackle, and have taken a few good roach and silver bream. ‘The best Jot I 
got about three weeks ago, eleven roach and silver bream, going 7} 1b., two 
largest roach 1 Ib. 3} oz. and 1 1b. 3 oz. respectively. Two days after I gota 
roach among a few others going lb, 6 oz, the best roach I have seen fora » 
long time. On Tuesday last, Mr. George, Bassingbourne, with Mr. Marsh, 
Wmpo'e, paid a visit and succeeded in taking a few good roach, largest taken 
by Mr. Georges, going about 1 lb., not weighed.—C. SourH. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham)- 

Since the late rain these rivers have been rather flooded, but are now in good 
fishing condition. Some very fine sport has been had this week; the last "take - 
was by Mr. E. Cameron, one of cur members, and a well-known angler, taking 
12 fine pike in one day.—P, E. 


Thames (Chertsey)- 


Tam sorry to say the water is risen again. Fishing yesterday with Mr. P. C. 
Woheatstone, we got 2 barbel; the fish wou d have fed allrigh; but the water 
came tumbling down again—they could not find the worm; it will be two or 
three days before it is right for fishing, provid ng we have fine weather ; hoping 
we may get fine weather —if we do, there is no doubt bus that there will be plenty 
of fish to be had.— JAMES HASLETT. 


Thames (Goring)- 3 
Water now very thick; a few fine days will soon get it in order for ail round 
fishing. Sport during the past week—fishing with Mr. Marsh, of Oxford 
Street, London, Monday, three jack (nine pounds) ; Tuesday, four jack. and a 
good basket of perch, the largest perch, 15 1b.—JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Halliford ) 


Since my last report have been out twice; first day, two gentlemen fishing 
with me caught four jack, largest 44 1b.. On Sunday last, Mr. J. C. Innes, of 
the Clapham Junction Angling Club, fishing with me, caught one small jack and 
twenty perch ; jack and most of the perch we returned to the river again, 
since then the river has risen considerably, but is on the turn to d4ay,—_ GORGE 
IROSEWELL. 


Thames (Monkey J.land Kotel.) 


Water out of condition for all kinds of fishing, The end of last week my son 
was out two days, had a nice take of roach ant perch, and on Saturday, fishing 
with Mr. Goodwin, a few nice roach and perch, also a fine jack, a very pret y 
fish between 5 and 6 lb. weight; had several other runs with good fish, but they 
somehow got away, which often happens with snap tackle, which the gentleman _ 
was using. Had the water kept in condition, I have no doubt we should — 
have had good takes to report. The only chance I see now of fishing is for 
bank anglers with the tail of a lob in about 2 feet of water on the grass, and 
if any one could get a good lot of worms, chop them up and throw a handful in 
the night before, they might get some good roach, as the weather is so mild and _ 
favourable for them getting out on the grass. In fact, towards dusk, on quiet 
evenings, one might see the roach in shoals cutting about on the grass where — 
the meadows are just covered.—R. PLUMMER. " 


Thames (Oxford). ‘| 


Poor old Father Phames and little Master Cherwell are both suffering from _ 
a very bad attack of the yellow jaundice; the water in both rivers is coming 
down a fine yellow colour, and to-day the fcrmer river has just lapped over the _ 
path below the new O.U.B.C. house, utterly precluding any idea of fishing: | 
for I cannot say how long—prophecy is out of my line—I have tried it several 
times, but success has not rewarded my efforts. I have nnt heard of very much | 
being done in the past week. On Friday Mr. S Davis caughta 3 lb, jack ; on 
the same day Mr. D. Talboys, fishing by the ’ Varsity barges, had a few small 
perch, amongst them one of 21b.; Mr. Harvey, the same afternoon, saw rather 
an_ unusual sight, a great number of big roach, estimated by that gentleman at 
two hundred weight, had run out of the stream into the side cut at Sheriffs’) 
Bridge, to the great joy of a passing gentleman, who promptly set off in company 
with a pal for anet. In the interim Mr. Harvey and a friend occupied their 
time in pelting them back again to their former quarters, and when the poach-— 
ing gentleman returned with the net, he found a temporary stoppage had been 
put to his kind intentions. He swore some, but Mr. Harvey was too big to i 


f 


~ » nice lot and also a big bream. 


~ San, 20,- 1883] 
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thrash. On Sunday the water was in first-rate condition, both clear and 
bright. No fishermen were out in the City waters, but several people tried 


_ further afield, amongst them Messrs. Ingram and Frank Thomas; but as far as 


I can hear, it was a cold morning—nothing rewarding their efforts. Whilst 
walking round the Port Meadow I saw some thousands of minnows, roach, 
&c., which had been driven there to stop 1ill another rise comes. On Tuesday 
Mr. Davis caught 14 small perch, from 44 to 4 inches in length, whilst trying 
for a live bait at the mouth of Tolleys ditch. [Iam glad to say the pretty 
infants were hurried into the main stream a few minutes after they were 
caught. The whole were taken in less than 20 minutes,—CHERWELL OTTER. 


4 Trent (Newark). 


During the latter part of last week the water was in fairish condition; and 
anglers availed themselves of the very genial weather to muster by the river 
side in considerable numbers; but good bags were the exception, and not the 
rule; I heard of a very few nice catches of roach, dace, bream, &c., with an 
odd chub or two, the cockspur worm being the most killing bait. Very 
} Gavy rains fell on Sunday night. which caused the river to come on high and 

’ thick, and stopped angling for a day or two in this district. At the time of 
writing, Thursday night, the water is still going down very nicely, soina diy 
or two anglers can again operate with the cockspur worm, which. will be 
found the very best bait under the present circumstances.—THE TRENT 


OTTER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


- Expectations as to successful pike-fishing have again, as the saying runs, 
“ been knocked on the head.”” On Monday, pike anglers were in high glee, 
and two or three very nice fish were caught in what is known as the Blackpool 
nt Westen. During the night, however, a change came suddenly over the 
scene, Jain fe}l in torrents in the upper reaches, and before noon on Tuesday 
a rise of at least a couple cf feet was experienced. Accompanied by a friend, [ 
visited Swarkestone and Weston, but only to find the water as thick asa 
pudding. But we stuck manfully to our work, and were rewarded with a few 
roach and dace. On Wednesday, Mr. Charles Jackson caught a splendid 
perch of 1 Ib. 13 oz., and my good friend, Mr. S. Sills, has forwarded three 
for preservation to Mr. Stanley, of Trent Street—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Tweed and Teviot- 


For at least three weeks back, both these rivers have been running full; in- 
deed since the break up of the ice on the Tweed and Teviot, they cannot have 
been said ever to.have reached their winter level, Just before the severe frosty 
weather came on, many spawning fish had been observed to be busy on ail the 

_‘*Sredds”’ in this neighbourhood, both above and below Kelso Bridge, and a 
good and early spawning season was anticipated, and before the river was 
covered with ice there can be no doubt but that many of the species had per- 
formed Nature's duty. In the higher districts I also hear that the ‘‘redds’’ 
were well covered with spawners, as well as in the middle and lower reaches. 
That the sudden break-up of the ice on the Tweed would have the effect of 
uprooting some of the ova-beds, there cannot be a doubt ; but those who are 
best qualified to know, say that the damage done is not serious, the height of 
the flood carrying the ice well above the beds. I am sorry to have again to 
chronicle the appearance, in both rivers, of the fungoid disease among the 
salmon. In this district a good number of affected fish have been observed, 
but at the same time it is c nsoling to know that it does not prevail to the same 
extent as in some previous years. From a few of the higher districts, however— 

Inverleithen, for instance—the disease is as virulent as in former years. In the 
Peeblesshire district, it is said that in stream and pool many large-sized salmon 
are to be seen 1ushing about, jumping up, and skimming the surface of the 
water to and fro, in evident pain and restlessness. If the disease is so very 
virulent in the upper districts, it is only natural to suppose that before long it 
will increase further down the rivers. 1o-day Tweed and Teviot are flooded to 
the extent of about three feet.—-MAXWHEEL. 


Witham (Boston). 


Angling in this district has again been interfered with. Directly the anglers 
thought a golden opportunity had arrived, and that a term of settled weather 


had set in, they were rudely disappointed by a heavy rain on Friday evening, and’ 


again on Sunday. This had the effect of discolouring the water and causing it 
“again to rise, and though the rise and discoloration were not of sufficient extent 
to stop the angling, they caused the operation to be a most uncomfortable one, 
from the mud and slush that had to be pasred in reaching it. As a’consequence 
little has been done since Monday set in; but having had no further-downfall 
since, the waters have got into fair condition, and should they continue so, 
some good fishing may be experienced at the end of this week and forward. 
The actual sport of the week has been limited. On the Witham visitors were 
few, and the quantity of fish taken small. On the drains there was the com- 
plaint of no sport not only among the pikers, but among those after roach. Pike 
were taken at Southery and at Chapel Hill, and also near the Round House. 
One taken near the latter weighed about 8 1b, and this, Iam told, is the heaviest 
fish taken in the district since my last. At Donington and at Swinesheid 
some pike have been killed, but these have run small, At Eastville also, on 
Saturday, pike fel to therod of Mr. Jones, and others were caught at Lea‘e. 
None of these fish, however, exceeded 64 lbs, but several turned the 6 lb, 
The roach fishers did n.:tdomuch. Some tried the Bargate, others the Forty- 
foot, and others the Hobhole, Lut the general report was small takes. “Mr. 
Jones got hold of 17 Ibs. of roach and rudd on Friday, and Mr. J. Bell had 
Other takes are not worth mention.—Tax 
YeLLow BELLy. ; 
Yare (Norwich). 


I am sorry to say the past wetk has been a blauk as regards angling, no item 
of news having reached me, although there have been several fine, likely days, 
but I suppose the uncertain state of the weather has prevented anyone being 
out. Fog, rain and mist with N.E. winds, with occasional hours of sunshine 

and the wind veering to S.W., have made made up the week; the waters are 
still high, and I cannot say much for the prospects.—RoBerr MOLL. 


Yore (Hawes). 


There have been several rods out since my last, but I have not heard of any- 
thing great being done. The river has been in splendid trim up till now, but 

- there is every prospect of a ‘‘ freshet.’? The Yorkshire Board of Conservators 
haye adopted the trout license, and the opposition is being energetical-y carried 
-on. The only reasonable objection I can see to the scheme is that the Board 
“have decided to impose the license for the whole and sole benefit of the salmon, 
whereas they are bound when taxiog the\trout fisher to employ the funds so 
raised in the protection of trout, for the Legislature on the matter in effect says, 
“Thr se Fishery Boards which are desirous of extending their operations so as 








to take trout under their protection, shall have the power of levying a tax for 
that purpose ”’ i-e., ‘‘ for the protection of trout,’’ and in all reason [ think it is 
quite time something was done, at least in Wensleydale, in the direction of 
protecting our speckled friends. I am sure a tithe of the poaching that is car- 
ried on both day and night is scarcely known. The cowl net is energetically 
worked during a heavy flood and the long net during a drought. Many people 
are of opinion that the introduction of salmon will cause a falting-off of trout ; 
this argument may be partly true or wholly false. I maiotain that if salmon, 
plus watchers, are introduced, the angling in our upper waters will most 
certainly be improved. Take the Eden as an example. Talk abou: salmon 
devouring trout! What about trout devouring salmon ova and fry? Bah! 
I think certain of the riparian owners are afraid a few salmon _ will 
escape their clutches, and hence the severity of the opposition. 
Has the trout fishing of the Eden gone down? I think not. Has the> trout 
fishing of the Lune gone down? Ithink not. I have seen acartload of trout 
taken from the Lune in the neighbourhood of Hornby, and after the next fresh 
they were scarcely missed. If the opposition is futile I trust the conservators 
will keep faith with the trout fishers and look after their interests in a manner 
that will shame the local angling associations and cause the present sort of 
careless advainistration of their atfairs to disappear. In the present lax state of 
affairs matters are allowed very much to take their own course. One benefit 
at least, I trust, will accrue from the introduction of salmon to the upper waters 
of the Yore, and that is the introduction of regular paid competent watchers, 
who will speedily put an end to the wholesale poaching that is carried on even 
in the small gutters.—J. Corry. 








THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

THE usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday 
evening, G. Gathercole, Esq., in the chair. The attendance was more 
limited than usual, as might have been anticipated after the great 
meeting of last week. The minutes of the previous meeting having 
been read and duly confirmed, the chairman called on the members 
present for any remarks they might have to offer on angling topics, 
and, as frequently happens, an interesting discussion followed. 

Dr. Brunton discoursed very pleasantly on the cooking of jack ; 
Mr. Frost on the question whether swans feed on trout spawa (which 
he believes they will not); and Mr. Young on the destructiveness of 
eels in the Thames. Mr. A. W. Parker’s motion in respect to the 
society admitting life members and country members was adjourned 
sine die, that it might be fully considered at some future and larger 
meeting, but on the understanding that it would not be brought 
forward on any occasion when a paper was announced for reading. 
We hope this provis9 will become one of the rules of the society, so 
that, when an essay is read, no other debatable topic can be intro- 
duced. It will be gratifying to Mr. Geen to know that the committee 
of the society have voted two guineas to the Thames Reservoir 
Netting Fund. 

Letters were received from Messrs. J. T. Carrington and T. R. 
Sachs, thanking the committee and the society generally for the honour 
done them in electing them honorary members. Mr, W. r White 
weighed in roach and chub from Sunbury,—the only fish registered 
during the week, probably in consequence of the floods. The next 
reading will take place on Tuesday, February 6th—‘‘ Fly Fishing,”’ by 
Mr. Edwin Frost; and on Tuesday, March 6th, Dr. Theodore Cas‘ 
will most likely give his essay on ‘‘ The Barbule of the Barbel.” 
Mr. Charles Bates, who is on the council of the Fish Cultural Asso- 
ciation, recently formed, is about to visit the United States, and will 
doubtless, sooner or later, give the society a paper on American 
angling, respecting whick he is certain to acquire much useful infor- 
mation. The members of ‘‘ The Gresham ” present on Tuesday 
evening all wished him a prosperous journey and a speedy return. 








THE FISH-CULTURAL ASSOCIATION. 

SoME of the speakers at a meeting held recently lamented that we 
had been slow to move in the matter of fish culture, and that we are 
so behind many of our neighbours in the practice of the science. 

Allow me to say that the charge of our being slow to move is 
incorrect and unsustainable. Just upon twenty years ago, I starteda 
piscicultural association in connection with the Acclimatisation Society. 
Many of your readers remember it, no doubt, and there never was a 
more promising society started in London. The operations were in 
every way successful and satisfactory. The interest in it, and support 
given to it, were all, and more than all that could be desired. Ina 
very few years it would have been a great national institution, as | 
had hoped it would be, and probably the first in the world; andlong 
ere this our fisheries might have been a source of vast and ever- 
increasing wealth ard prosperity, by reason of the knowledge and 
experience and the influence we should have gained. It lasted two 
years only, and was killed by an unfortunate jealousy, to which I will 
not further refer, but which has always been one of the most painful 
incidents in my career asa fisheries reformer. I need not say that, 
after such a cruel disappointment, I was very averse to trying my 
hand at it again, and no one else, perhaps, thought or cared very 
much about it. I saw, however, at the Edinburgh Exhibition last 
season so much interest displayed, and I have since seen so much 
energy put forth in respect to the coming International Exhibition, 
that I thought the time had arrived when another attempt might be 
made; and I suggested it to Mr. Marston, who communicated with 
Mr. Chambers and Mr. Birkbeck, and between them they haye 
made the movement, with what success the recent meeting demon- 
strates. The success of the movement is not a question for one 
moment—it is certain,if the names of the directors of the movement 
and the officials be glanced at.— FRANCIS FRANCIS, in the Z7ve/d. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Arnold, roach, 5 lb. 12} oz.; Mr. Partrick, roach, 3 lb. 53 02.5 perch, 
30z.; Mr. Farebrother, roach, 1 lb. 9 oz.; Mr. Say, roach, 1 lb. I oz. 5 Mr. 
Shury, roach, 1 lb. 10 oz.; bleak, 13 0z.; Mr. Lewis, roach, 3 oz.; bream, 13 
oz.; Mr. Canington, perch, 2 1b. 8 oz. ; roach, 3 Ib. 83 oz. Mr. Dweely, 
chub, 1 Ib. 6 oz.; roach, 13 oz.; perch, 12} 0z.; dace, 7 oz.—T. WORLEDGE. 


Jan. 14. —— 
ACTON AND EALING ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Tn our competition during Christmas week, open for three days in any water, 
Mr. Head took the tirst prize, a gold pin, with two nice jack from the Grand 
Junction Canal. Mr. Townsend was second, winning a tackle case, complete, 
with a nice show of roach, perch, and dace, from the Datchet. Mr. Slatter 
was third, taking a bottle of brandy, with roach and dace. Messrs. - Cook, 
Simpson W. Eydmenn, and E. Eydmann also weighed in fish. Since the first 
of this month Mr. Simpson has twice weighed in roach and dace; Mr. Howell, 
roach and dace ; Mr. Ei. Eydmann, two good jack from a_private part of the 
Cclne, and yesterday (Wednesday) Host Brooks and W. Eydmann, fishing at 
‘Twickenham with J: Spong (who will try and find them for bis customers), too'x 
some nice roach, although the weather was too unfavourable for them to take a 
good full—BLAcK Baa. 

Jan. 18. 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have been out on the 7th and 14th inst., but met 
rather indifferent sport, the following weighing in:—Sunday, the 7th inst., 
Mr. D. Davis, roach, Mr. Shakel, roach, Mr. Farmer, jack, Mr. T. Bowling, 
roach. Sunday, the 14th inst., Mr. Shakel, roach, Mr. D. Davis, perch, 
Somers, jun., roach and dace. Sunday, the 2tst inst., we fish aroving match, 
go where you please, for two prizes.—D. DAvIs, Sec. 








ANGLERS’- BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt 
of 2s. 6d., annual subscription from E. J. Hoffman, of the United Essex Angling 
Society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ehaticy 1 7see —_— 
BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On the 14th the 2nd competition took place. All the rivers open, viz., Ber- 
wick, Ouse, Adur, and Chichester Canal. Most of the members took the Ouse 
for jack fishing, but having so much food since the clearance of the water 
after the floods, they were not on the feed, all having to return 
with empty creels, except one, Mr. Brackpool, who fished for perch, and took 
four, all of which would not turn the required weight. Mr. Batchelor went to 
Berwick, and got bream, which secured him the first prize, value £1. The 
other prizes were not taken. Wind, S.E., with heavy rains.—Live SNAP, 

Jan. 17. ——- 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL: SOCIETY. 

This society met in good force on Wednesday last, 17th. Another match is 
arranged for Sunday, 28th inst. We are weekly adding to the number of 
members, and shall be happy to receive visits from brother anglers, to whom 
we promise a convivial evening, with music, songs, and goodwill.—MILKEs 
DoucuHry, 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club have met with little or no sport during the 
past few weeks till Jast Sunday, when we had a very fair show of fish in the 
trays. Mr. Shervill, jun., a brace of jack; Mr. W. Strong, a nice show of 
perch androach; Mr. Bangham, perch; Mr. Wilson, jack; Mr. Hastings, 
sen.,, roach and dace.—T. G. WALKER. 








CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above started fishing on Sunday last for three members’ 
ptizes, the conditions being : gross weight of fishin two consecutive Sundays ; 
all fish to weigh, bar jack, undertwo pounds: to leave town on Sunday morn- 
ings. Mr. Chambers weighed three jack, 9 lb. 147 0z.; Mr. Lee, jack; and 
Mr. G. Field, perch. Mr. Howard also weighed in a brace of jack, but not 
under the above conditions.—-E. C. 


CITY OF BRISTOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual general meeting of the City of Bristol Angling Association was 
held on Monday night, January 8th, at the Club-House, Pack. Horse Lance, 
when there was a good attendance. After the issue of the tablets for the present 
year, which were very freely taken for the first meeting of the new year, the 
minutes of the last committee meeting were read and confirmed. The secretary 
read up the annual balance sheet, which showed a balance in favour of the 
society of £1 3s. 7d., and he thought it was a decided improvement upon last 
year, although our numbers were not so large. That, no doubt, was due to the 
alteration made in the system of payment, and which he thought was a very 
good one, for it made the work a lot easier for him, and they must remember 
that they have had two contests during the year, and have given some very 
useful prizes out of the funds, and considering that these contests are not worked 
without some expense to the society, and more than some of the members think 
of, he thought it showed very well for the working of the society to have 
this balance to the good, for they must remember last year they had no balance, 
but were in debt to the treasurer. After some remarks from the auditors, it 
was passed unanimously ; then followed the election of the officers ‘and com- 
mitteemen for the present year. Our much respected president, Mr. J. A. 
Jones, and vice-president, Mr. J. H. Champion, said that they wished to 
retire from office. After being in oflice for two years, they thought it was time 
some of the young men of the society should take their places for the next 
term. After a long discussion they were allowed to do so. A cordial vote of 
thanks to them, and likewise to the other officers and committeemen, was passed 
for their past services. Mr. H. Miller was elected president, and Mr. 
W. Parry vice-president, the treasurzr and secretary were re-elected; and nine 
committeemen were elected in place of twelve. It was likewise decided that 
the annual dinner take place on Saturday, January 28th, 1883. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. John Innes, with G. Rosewell, of Shepperton, out last Sunday. 
Twenty perch and one jack—only eight perch weighable; the remainder and 
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the jack returned to the river. 


Water getting into very good condition.—E. 
WILSON, sec. 





CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The trays at the above society were well filled last week. Mr. F. Neagus 
had a handsome show of roach from the Stort, Mr. Willcockson roach asd 
perch.from the Thames; Mr. F. Long, roach and perch from the same water. 
One of the latter gentleman’s perch; when opened to be cleaned, was, to the 
surprise of the wife, found to contain a hard and soft roe, which we think a 
very great novelty. Having asked several gentlemen of the piscatorial world, they 
say they never heard of such a thing before. Perhaps you, Mr. Editor, can 
tell us more about it, as you have seen the fish. W. H. BurwaAsuH, secretary. 

Jan. 18. 

[The fish was most peculiar, having well-developed milt and ova lying side 
by side. It was a clear case of hermaphroditism. Dr. Giinther, of the British 
Museum, said it was a most peculiar case, and he has promised to describe it. 
—ED. ae ' 
DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above have their annual dinner on January the 31st, at 
their new quarters-the Leadbury Arms. -Mr. Pates had a nice show of chub 
on Sunday from Weybridge, five fish, nearly 12 1b., the two largest 7 lb., gone 
to Cooper's.—T. Avon, Sec. 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Two of the members of this society visited Harefield on the 15th inst., -and 
had a take of 5 lb. ro oz of roach. The heaviest fish was taken by Mr. C. 
Baker, 14 0z., his gross weight being 2 lb. 2}.0z.; Mr. F. A. West’s gross 
weight was 3 lb. 8 oz., and his best fish weighed 12}0z. The society now 
numbers forty-seven members out of a limited fifty.—J. G. LuGRys, sec. 





FITZROY ANGLING CLUB. : 

In spite of weather, wind, and flooded -state of the water, the members of 
this club have not only been trying, but have been fairly successful during the 
past week, Mr. Hyde, with a take of perch; Mr. Weaver, -with roach and 
dace; and Mr. Baylis, with perch and roach, being most fortunate. 





GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a very fair show of fish on Sunday last, Mr. F. Watling weighing 
Ig lb. 11 oz, of fine roach from the Thames ; Mr. Theobald, ‘6 lb. 7 0z.; Mr. 
J. K. Fitch, 2 1b. 14 0z., one dace, 8} oz.; Mr. Watley, one jack 3 lb 14 0z, 
Welsh Harp. Messrs. Dingley, Baker, and Porter, also had roach. We fish 
at Cookham and Bourne End next Sunday, for a large number of prizes.—J. 
As MircH, junisece 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thursday last was the second day’s competition in Mr. Geen’s match, and 
he took Ist prize with a jack 3lb. 74 0z.; Mr. Walters 2nd, with roach and 
perch ; and the 3rd. was.not taken. On the 13th Mr. Peachey had roach from 
Henley, and Mr. Reynolds dace from Kew.—ARGUS. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society was pegged down to-day for prizes, but had very liitle 
sport. Mr. J. Woodard had chub; Mr. H. Cook, roach and dace.—C, J. 
MILLIE, sec. 

P.S.—Mr, J. Whitmore, sen., of the Hearts of Oak, hearing that Mr. May- 
berry, of the Good Intent, wishes to fish him, Mr. Whitmore is willing to 
accommodate him to the amount of from £5tof10 aside. An answer will 
oblige. 


Jan. 14. 





IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members competed for four special prizes given by Messrs. J. 
Twohey, T. Dennison, sen., and W. Clarke, on Sunday last, the 14th inst., in 
the neighbourhood of the Rye House, and-after a. keen contest. the following 
was the result :—Mr. G. Wood first, Mr. J. W. Taylor second, Mr. B. Crook 
third, Mr. H. Butt fourth, There are three other special prizes to be fished 
for on a Sunday, conditions and date to be settled on Wednesday next. 

Jan. 18, ; = : 


KINGFISHER ANGLING SOCIETY. j 
Ata meeting held at the club house on Tuesday, it was decided that th 
prizes won during the season should be’presented to the winners on Monday, 
the 29th, on which date the members will dine. Each member bas the privilege 
of inviting one friend, Allthose intending doing so will please notify the fact 
to the hon. sec. on or before the 23rd inst. at the Oliver Arms, Westbourne 
Terrace, North, Harrow Road.—G. A., hon. sec. 





LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 14th, but our trays were not so full as on- the 
7th. These were the members that were successful, namely—Mr. Scott, a 
fine perch and some roach; Mr, Raine, a fine show of dace; Mr, Petrie, a fine 
show of dace; Mr. H. Moore, a fine perch.—W. H. EvAns, sec. _ 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The members of this association held their annual meeting on the 28th 
December. There was a good muster of subscribers, and the business of the 
evening was got through in a brisk and generally agreeable manner. Amongst 
other matt2rs, regulations for fishing the reservoir at Ruabon were adopted; 
a new facing for the privilege tickets for 1883 agreed to and ordered ; stocking 
the reservoir with trout discussed, and several other smaller matters adjusted. 
The treasurer’s quarterly account of receipts and payments was read and 
adopted. This account showed a balance to the extent of £16 17s. 5d., and 
this too after paying £15 for half-year’s rent of the Ruabon reservoir and £22 
for prizes, which proved the association to be sound and flourishing. 
The prize list for this year, so far, consists of the following :—By Mr. Pratchett : 
A super bottom rod, French-polished, 2 tops; a super bottom tackle case, 
fitted ; a Russian leather fly-book, ebonite reel, and best plaited-silk tapered 
waterproof trout line ; one guinea by Mr. W. Pearson; one guinea by Mr. W. 
Davies; one guinea by Mr. C. Higson; brass flower-stand by Mr. E. Chandler ; 
aquarium by Mr. W. Jones; ham by Mr. W. Walker; a prize, value tos. 6d. 
by Mr. Warhurst ; a rod by Mr. J. H. Carter; a rod by Mr. R. Smith. 
This is not at all a bad list so early in the year, and is sure to be largely 
increased before the season is very old, as many prizes have been promised 
which are not yet named. The-election of officers was then got through, with 
the following result:—Mr, J. Wilkinson, president; Mr. R. Woolfall, vice- 
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president; G. Pratchett, chairman; W. Pearson, vice-chairman; W. Jones, 
treasurer; RR. Woolfall, hon. sec.; J. Evans, hon. cash steward. 
Commi tee :—Messrs. J. Travis, H. Wood, E. Chandler, T. Bloomfield, J. 
Lofthouse, J. Gass, and W. G. Langley. Five guineas were unanimously 
voted to the hon. secretary, as some acknowledgment of his 
exertions in the interests of the association. The annual prizes were 
then presented to the winnners, viz :—Gross-weight, Ist, £I Is., 
. Mr. R. Wooltail; 2nd, ros. 6d., Mr. H, Leaman; 3rd, Mr. T. Till. Specimen 

fish—pike, ros. 6d., Mr. H. Leaman; carp, 10s.'6d., Mr. Till; tench, tos. 6d. 
Mr. R. Smih; perch, tos. 6d., Mr. Till; bream, tos. 6d., Mr. Woolfall ; roach 
Ios, 6d., Mr. Chandler; dice or graining, tos. 6d , Mr. Woolfall; and chub, 
Ios. 6d., Mr. Till. The association has at last: obtained permission from the 
parks’ committee to fish in the waters of the park Jakes on. payment of one 
guinea per annum, open to ratepayers and inhabitants of the city only. This 
is an important concession, as, thanks to our members, the lakes are well stocked 
w'th fish of various kinds, and anglers who are too closely engaged to get away 
often will now be able toenjoy a quiet evening’s fishing within easy reach 
ofhome. It has taken some time to overcome the disinclination of the com- 
mittee to grant the above, but perseverance, ‘‘the piscator’s motto,’’ has 
triumphed over all diticulties:—R. WooLraLt, hon. sec. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On the 14th Mr. Chaplin (our novice) exhibited his maiden show, which con- 
sisted of some very nice roach and dace from Kingston; one roach turned the 
scale at I lb. 7} oz., and, for a n-vice, I consider he was very fortunate. He 
returns his thanks to Jack, from Tunbridge, for his assistance, and trusts to see 
him again on Sunday. Mr, Grant would like to have another time with Mr. 
Hall, of the G.B.A.S. Will he give him a look round and see ? —- PIxIE, 


Jan. 18, — . 
SOUTH LONDON. 

On the 16th, the members of the above, assisted by Messrs. Field, Buck, 
Ellis, Breewo d, Buckham, Borman, &c., entertained Messrs. Boalch, Bayley, 
Weatherhead, Delahaye, Russell, Mawby, and some friends of the Walworth 
Waltonians, to a supper, in honour of the Walworth Waltonian's success in 
this competition between the two societies at Sawbridgeworth a short time 
ago. The requisites for the occasion were supplied by Mr. Mortis (the pro- 
prietor of the headquarters of the South London) at 6.30 sharp, and consisted 
of roast beef, horseradish, potatoes, Brussels sprouts, boiled mutton, caper 
sauce, roast pork and apple sauce, plum pudding, b!anc mange, mince pies, 
bread, butter, cheese, celery, and ale, to which all present did justice. 
The cloth having been removed, Mr. Field took the chair, assisted by Mr. 
Boalch. The Queen and other loyal toasts having been given and responded 
to, Mr. Field proposed the health of the winners, which was responded to by 
Messrs. Boalch, Bayley, and Weatherhead in a very able manner, tothe effect 
that it gave them great pleasure to be amcng the winners, and should the 
South London desire satistaction, they would be happy to grant it to them ; but 





they trusted that at the next meeting the weather would be more suitable and ° 


more members would be able to compete. Mr. Boalch now proposed the 
health of the members of South London, which was responded to by Mr. 
Bue, who stated that he thought that these friendly competitions between one 
society and another tended to create good substantial feeling towards each 
other, and he hadnodoubt that some time during the coming” season they 
would want satisfaction, and he hoped on that occasion the weather would be 
more favourable to them than i; was on the last occasion, and that instead of 
only getting one or two fish, they. might be able-to get some after the speci- 
men produced by Mr. Borman on Sunday last, viz., a 11 or 12 1b. jack—‘‘ In 
fact, gentlemen, regular grousers.”” Mr. Field proposed the health of Mr. and 
Mrs. Morris, which was responded to with musical honours with right good- 
will all round. Mr, Morris thanked them all for the manner in which they 
had drank his and Mrs. Morris’s health, and stated that he had noy been in 
the house ten years, an] the South London had bzen with him nearly all the 
time, and he hoped that they might be together for another ten or twenty years; 
he would always do his best for their welfare and also for their amusement. The 
Act of Parliament now interfered and brought the evening’s amusement to a 
close. The following gen'lemen contributed to vards the harmony during the 
evening : Mr. Breewood, Fox, Bay'ey, Ellis, Hotham, Russell “and several 
others.—PIXtE. 


: THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting of this old-established society—Mr. Pattisson in 
the chair—a half-guinea was voted to the river keepers’ dinner. A telegram 
from Mr. Banfield, Swan Hotel, Staines—‘‘ River risen, four inches—unfish- 
able.”” Reports from that and other stations will be posted every, Monday 
evening. ‘Three new members were proposed for the consideration of the com - 
ieee me ay pleasant meeting was, after the usual toasts, brought to a 
close.—H. G. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

The above society fished a jack and perch-fishing match at Pulborough, but 
the water coming down very thick I have to report a blank, and could not even 
getarun; but notwithstanding the poor sport, they enjoyed themselves thoroughly, 
for a finer daya brother of the rod could not wish for. Ah, yes, to hear the 
song of the birds and the hum of the bees—I mean the hum of four beautiful 
wild geese overhead, not more than fifty yards high—what a slaughter if old 
blunderbuss had been behind them—and we searched and searched in vain for 
the innumerable insects, when one member drew a bunch of weeds from the 
side of the river and it was completely alive. No wonder the bottom fisher 
cannot get a good creel of fish, and likewise the great flora of nature, the 
beauviful moss, and the plentiful supply of cow-parsley for the the dear little 
bunnies, and last, but not least, the beautiful little daisies in full bloom. The 
above match will take place on Sunday, 21st, weather permitting, on the same 
conditions, but let me remind that gentleman who was showing the members 
on the meeting night how he was going to carry his great take of pike home 
that the only train leaves New Cross at 6 past 7 am. The only member 
weighing in was Mr. J. Currans, dace from the Lea.—RoACHER. 


E THE STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

Our register of shows of fish by members this week is of a very meagre de- 
scription, the conditionof the water in many instances having been all that 
could be wished for; but from some cause or other fish would not come on the 
feed. Mr. W. R. Humby was fortunate enough to get a basket of 26 beautiful 
roach, scaling 13 lb. 9 0z., and a perch or two. Mr. Wheatstone, 11 lb. 1 oz, 
of jack, three nice perch, and a barbel of 21b. 7} oz. If we only get a little fine 
agg Thope my next report will be much mor: presentable-—G. E, W, 

an. 17, 











A PLEA FOR THE THAMES FISHERMEN, 

THE bright hopes of the fishermen at the end of last week have again 
been blighted by the flood of rain, which came down on the nights of 
Sunday and Monday, on an already flooded river. The waterhad gone 
nicely down, and towing paths were getting once more visible, the 
water itself being in a favourable condition, and men who fdr weeks 
had had no employment were buoyant in spirits at the probable pros- 
pect of work. Anglers, too, were ready to obey instructions when to 
come, but they can afford to wait; it is the poor fishermen who are the 
pecuniary sufferers, and how they have existed through a long, 
dragging, dreary winter, witb nothing scarcely to do, is a 
problem few can solve. There are those anglers who do 
not forget the fishermen they usually employ at such a period, 
and how thankful they must feel in their own minds that they 
have giyen the means of buying at least one good joint of beef where 
meat before had become almost unknown, ‘The river, which during 
the fine summer and autumn season is full of Jife,—rowing men taking 
their crafts joyfully up and down the river, well Jaden with fine luncheon 
baskets; anglers trying their best in punts, and, alike, not forgetting 
a good repast for themselves and their attendant fishermen ; the river- 
side hostelries, full of visitors and active life, often with difficulty 
finding accommodation for their customers,—how great is the change 
now! A sort of ‘‘ Othello’s occupation gone,’’—the river presenting 
the most miserable scene of dreary reality. Now and then a solitary 
fisherman may be seen standing with his hands in his pockets, cheer- 
fully, to all appearance, biding his time, and whistling the tune of 
‘* A better time is sure to come,” and the ‘‘ by and bye” existing only 
in the responsive echo of that popular melody, reminding one of the 
old favourite ballad of ‘‘ There’s a good time coming, boys,” with the 
reply of ‘‘ Wait a little longer.’’ How long, indeed, have the poor 
fishermen waited? For weeks and months, one might almost ‘say. 
The plea for themis great: it may rouse some of the wealthy piscators 
into action, and the sooner the better. Take, for instance, the case of 
the veteran, George Hone, at Walton, who, in addition to the paucity 
of work, has been suffering severe affliction. No portion of the river 
is protected better than his district when he is in anything like health. 
At the time of perch spawning, he never loses sight of the ova until 
it has vivified. He has plenty of wealthy customers, and they can, if 
they like, give him solace and support at the present time, and he 
would gratefully acknowledge the assistance. There are others, 
besides, whose names are rot unknown to those who employ them. 
The end of iast week was in reality giving evidence of good sport. 
Mr. Johnson, at Twickenham, took a splendid lot of sizeable dace, 
and he says he never before saw so many roach priming. Other 
punts were doing equally well, B, 








CAPTURE OF A.-PAIR: OF OTTERS 
SUSSEX. 

For some considerable time the inhabitants of Henfield, situated on 
the River Adur, and only twelve miles from our Brighton headquarters, 
have been on the look-out, from information received that a pair of 
these beautiful, though destructive creatures were somewhere in the 
river, On the 14th of this month, Master Walls, son of an old 
Brighton angler, took his gun in search, When nearing the water, his 
friend who was at the time with him kicked against a tuft of grass, 
and an otter at once ran totheriver, andit buried itself as much as 
possible in the mud at the edge of the water, Wien the water cleared 
he saw a portion of its back above. He at the moment shot, and the 
otter sprang out of the water three feet; he gave him the con- 
‘tents of the second barrel and killed him. At the report of the second 
shot the female came out in exactly the same way; he shot at her 
and she never moved. Thus he-bagged the pair with the assistance of 
a well-trained retriever dog. On weighing and measuring, the male 
measured 3 feet 63 inches, weighing 16{1b.; the female measured 
3 feet rinch, weighing 11} 1b. These animals have been sought 
for by a great many people, till they almost concluded no such things 
were there ; since they are shot, everybody is satisfied, except that they 
would have liked to have had the booty themselves. For my part, I 
don’t mind who has them, now I know they are out of the oe a 


AT HENFIELD, 








OXFORD ANGLING SociETy.—Mr. R. B. Marston has recently 
been elected an honorary member of the Oxford Angling Society. 

CouNT MoLTKE ON GAMBETTA.—It is related at the time of the 
Franco-German War that some German officers were one evening 
ridiculing Gambetta and his armies, when Count Moltke, who was 
standing near, remarkéd, ‘‘ Yes, gentlemen, that is all very well ; 
nevertheless it took us no more than a month to beat the great dis- 
ciplined army of France, but it took no less than five months to beat 
recruits and mobiles. Indeed, M. Gambetta’s levée em masse so 
astonished us soldiers, that we shall have to study this question 
during long years of peace.” The interest is now necessarily revived 
in the details of that tremendous struggle between France and 
Germany, the issue of which still forms the key to the present state of 
Europe. In view of this, the publishers have determined to issue 
immediately, in monthly parts at 7d., a new Illustrated Edition of 
Cassell’s History of the Franco-German War, with about 500 


illustrations. ‘ et 

Gronce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season, Be Bie zent 
or made up but what he Rimaeli bas proved sure killers, A trial is all that is requir ed from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, bipoers 
Point Flies, .2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ W: donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. ] 





PRIZE FISHING. 

S1r,—I am a member of an angling club, and have been since the commence- 
ment of that club. I have weighed in fish for the purpose of taking a prize, 
and yet I detest the system of prize fishing as carried out by certain angling 
clubs. Who will lay the axe at the root of this deadly upas tree? Who will 
be the pioneers to uproot and hurl from its position this far spreading evil ? 

Angling clubs that I am acquainted with have for their object nothing but 
prizes, and they are worked something after this fashion :—A certain number of 
anglers form a club, officers, &c., are elected; a certain small sum of money is 
paid weekly by all the members; the club runs about six months, at the end of 
that time the money so accumulated is carefully reckoned up and a balance sheet 
struck, a certain sum per member is taken out of that fund and spent as a 
supper, all the rest of the money is spent in prizes, with the exception of a small 
balance, which goes in liquid to wash down the supper. The prizes are generally 
offered for specimen fish of six different sorts, and three or four prizes, according 
to the funds, are offered for each separate class of fish. The real object of an 
angling club is lost sight of in this arrangement; not a word is said about funds 
for stocking and preserving public waters,-or. advancing the true cause of 
sport. 

Who gets the biggest prize in these angling clubs? Why, the landlord of 
the ‘‘ Hearty Good Fellow,’’ or the ‘: Dog and Duck,’’ or whatever name the 
hostelry may rejoice in at which these angling clubs are held. I consider, 
myself, that the prize system, as carried out in these angling clubs, is nothing 
more nor less than offering a premium on dishonesty. | I know that all sorts of 
tricks are indulged in in order to win a first prize. Nets are employed for the 
capture of specimen fish. Fish are bought, sold, and weighted on purpose to 
be weighed in. Numberless tricks and dodges do club anglers try. One 
Nottingham angler caught a very fine bieak; he was afraid it was not quite big 
enough, so he cut up another small bleak he had caught into very small particles 
and crammed them down the larger one’s throat in order to make it weigh a 
trifle heavier : ‘‘If they open it,’’ says he, ‘ they will find nothing but bleak.’’ 
Roach are crammed with sand, &c. Chub, bream, and barbel have 
sometimes a few ounces of split shots in their insides in order to weigh 


in, 4° well.2? Single fish have sometimes been weighed in at half- 
a-dozen different clubs by half-a-dozen different members. I remember 
once, when I was in a state of happy ignorance about clubs, &c., 


catching a very fine chub. I dropped across a Nottingham angler who wanted 
to buy my fish. I did not want to sell it, and did not like to tell him so, so I 
asked him Is. 6d. for it, supposing he would never give that price for a chub, 
but judge of my astonishment when he gave me the coins, collared the fish, 
and concluded the bargain in the twinkling of an eye. I was afterwards told 
that that same fish took half-a-dozen first prizes in half-a-dozen different 
clubs by half a-dozen different members. How many times-has a good fish 
been weighed in here at Newark, and a Nottingham man has waited outside 
and then taken it over to Nottingham and weighed it in as his own capture ? 
These are not mere hearsay examples, but they came under my own eyes and 
ears. I could dilate upon this subject at length, and give numberless examples 
how the cast net and the drag net have been brought into play in order to secure 
a specimen fish (in fact you may set it down as a fact that half of the members 
of this sort of clubs spend the whole of their time in thinking about how they 
can best the other half, but I shall be encroaching upon too much space). 

When shall we see this sort of thing removed? When shall we 
see the members actuated by one common motive to advance the true 
principles of sport? I should like to see prize fishing a thing of the 
past, and clubs formed for the real benefit of anglers; to help and advance all 
good causes, such as stocking and preserving public waters, assisting with their 
help and influence all associations formed for the good of anglers—‘‘ Anglers’ 
Benevolent Societies,”’ ‘‘ Coarse Fish Propagation Schemes,’’ &c. Pot hunters 
and prize hunters may rebel against this change and leave the clubs, 2ut it will 
only be riddling the chaff from the wheat. Who will put his shoulder to thé 
wheel, and help to lift it out of this ‘‘slough of despond,”’ the prize system, 
and set it upon the solid road of true prosperity ? And echo answers, Who ?— 
Iam, &c., THE TRENT OTTER. 

[We believe it is a fact that a member of a well-known club recently 
attempted to weigh in some live fish from a glass bowl which he had brought 
with him, and was only prevented by the suggestion that the fish must be 
marked or they might turn up again when they had been fattened up to first 
prize weight !—Ep. ] 





PRIZE FISHING AND PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

SiR,—Your correspondent, ‘‘ Ravensbourne,’’ does not inform usif he isa 
club member, I shou'd imagine not, or he would know ‘‘L.B.,’’ Mr. Hoole, or 
any one of the executives of the Association could not carry suck a point, even 
if they wished, as granting privilege tickets to gentlemen other than club 
members. The matter would have to be brought forward, due notice being 
given to every club, who would send delegates to vote for or against the prop si- 
tion, 

Now, as the Associations get their strength from the clubs, it would not 
answer their purpose to carry such a measure ; besides which, being under no 
club rule, no hold would be had upon the outsiders’ actions. This was 
suggested in the case of lady anglers, who were refused the privilege ticket. 
If L remember rightly, this idea was put and lost by about six votes. 

Iam afraid, Mr. Editor, by your foot-note to ‘‘ Ravensbourne’s”’ letter, you 
also look upon club members as a bad lut—at least, those members who goin for 
prize fishing; but as far as I have seen, few win prizes but give to the full amount, 
and in many cases beyond, what they gain. I believe it issimply the honour of 
winning a prize, and not the value, in nine cases out of a dozen. Now this will 
never make a pot hunter. Perhaps there are pot hunters in every club, and will 
so remain as Jong as clubs exist; butI say, in the words of Captain Cuttle, 
** When found make a note on.”? 

The writer has no belief in peg-down matches affording a test of skill any 
more than ‘‘ Ravensboume.”’ If a thing is so bad as attempted to be made out, 
it must in time fail, for men will not continually give prizes to be fished for if 
they are taken by unprincipled brother members. These constant attacks upon 
gross-weight by fussy know-nothings will, I feel sure, equally fail to convince 
the bulk of sound, honest club men. In conclusion, I venture to predict if you 
do away with gros-weight or prize fishing, you let in the thin end of the wedge 
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that will sooner or later bring about the downfall of the different associations as ~ 


well as the clubs.—I am, &c., GeRSE- 
[No, we do not look upon angling club members as a bad lot, as a whole, by 
any means ; but we do think the prize system a bad one. If ‘°G. R. P.”’ had 


seen as much behind tl scenes as we have he would agree with us we are sure. 
—ED. | 





“THE BATTLE OF THE STYLES”—BARBEL BITES—LARGE 
ROACH. 

Simm,—Except to convey my kindest New Year’s wishes to you, Sir, and toall 
who have been engaged in the ‘‘ Battle of the Styles,’’ I have listle to write on 
the subject. I must, however, allude to the curious mistakes made by 
“Plummet’’ and ‘‘ Ledger’’ at the last meeting of the Occabot Club. Tne 
former, speaking of me, says, “‘ What I don’t like is his dictatorial style—the 
only way to hold a Nottingham rod is the way “e holds it. As if a man cannot 
please himself.’? The latter consoles him with the remark that he has ‘* Thames- 
Nottingham ”’ and ‘‘ Scot ’’ on his side. 

Now, the fact is that I never professed to hold the Nottingham rod at all, 
but that it was the ‘‘sensible man,’’ ‘‘Thames-Nortingham,’’ who wrote the 
first reply to ‘‘ Plummet’? entirely dissenting from his way of holding the rod. 
**Scot’’ did not write upon this branch of the subject, and in other respects [ 
fail to se how ‘‘ Plummet ’’ can claim him as being ‘‘ on his side.’’ 

My first letter to you, Sir, in the form of an imaginary conversation at the 
Occabot Club, commenced as follows: ‘‘ What I maintain is, that in spinninz 
from a boat or punt the former (i.e. The Thames) is the better system.”’. This 
sentence has, I think, been endorsed, if not there, at least in your columns. 

A few words now about barbel bites. Having had the good fortune to b> 
present at the feeding of the fishes at Westminster the other day, I could not 
help remarking that when fishing among a shoal of barbel, or any other fish, it 
isimpossible but that many of them must frequently either swim against the 
line or strike it with their tails ; and how can anyone, even a ‘‘ Lea crack,’’ 
distinguish this from a bite? Are not most of the lost bites, whether legering 
or float- fishing, rot bites at all, but really, as well as figuratively, ‘‘ knocks? ’ 
But what most interested me was the way the barbel took their food. To- 
gether with one or two others I watched this very minutely, and was much 
amused at their method of quietly absorbing with open mouth the wriggling 
worm, not sucking it towards them, but by gently moving theic own bodies, 
receiving the worm into their mouths, so that the bait would occupy exactly the 
same position with regard to the leger or float as though the fish were not there, 
the line not being pulled at all; but almost always, immediately after taking if 
into their mouths, they blew it violently out again, and then, if they meant 
business, seized it again and swallowed it. After witnessing this several times, 
I came to the conclusion that the angler would not perceive the fish first taking 
the worm, but that the blowing out would appear to him a sharp bite, and his 
strike then would be futile, while the fish below, faintly catching the well- 
known words, ‘‘ Missed him again!’’ wih sudden action of the tail darts 
away, lest he should hear what follows. Not being myself an adept at bar- 
belling, I only offer these remarks, thinking they may interest those who are. 

I noticed a few weeks since an inquiry about a roach weighing 2 lb. 14 oz. 
Curiously enough, I happen to possess a cast of a fish of exactly that weight, 
his dimensions being: girth, 13} inches; extreme length, 163 inches. It may 
save further correspondence if 1 say that I did not catch it, and that it was 
taken some years ago from the Avon.—I am, &c., 


ROACH BITES IN DERBYSHIRE, 

S1r,—I do not think the roach controversy is quite finished ; no one as yeh 
has prescribed any remedy for those who miss four out of six bites. When I 
begin missing fish, and am quite sure my hand and eye are working together 
when I do get a bite, I always think something is wrong somewhere. If I find 


the bait gone on pulling up, I put the next lump of paste on with just the point™ 


and barb of the hook sticking out, which must allow me to feel the next fish, 
even if I do not land him. If, on the other hand, the bait has only partly gone, 
as if it had been nibbled at, I put it down to small fish, and put ona very small 
hook with a lump of paste as big as a pea. It does not ‘‘ always”’ turn out to 
be a small fish, for a large roach is not above a small bait. I am not a Thames 
or a Sea fisherman, but am certain that when a large majority of bites are 
missed it is the fault of bait and tackle, not the fault of the fish for how few 
bites are missed with maggot, worm, or caddis-bait >—I am, &c., 


Derbyshire, Jan. 10, SPIDER. 


CRYSTALLINE PARAFFINE —TANNING. 


S1rR,—Will you allow me to state in the columns of the FisHING GAZETTR, 


for the information of those of your readers who muy be unable to obtain the 
crystalline paraffine in their neighbourhood, that I have a supply of the same, 
doubly refined, a sample of which I forward herewith, which 1 will send upon 
receipt of stamps, at the rate of ts. 6d. per lb., carriage exclusive. I have 
also an inferior quality, very like in appearance, but of much lower melting-point, 
18. 3d. per lb. 

I think the addition of a small quantity of indiarubber, or, what is better, 
guttapercha, both of which, like the paraffine, are soluble in benzine, will bea 
great improvement upon the use of the above alone, but [intend later on making 
a few experiments in this direction, the results of which I will, with your per- 
mission, forward you for the benefit of my brother anglers. 

I certain'y believe the dissolving of the paraffine in benzine or naphtha would 
be preferable to simply melting it by the aid of heat, as the solvent by thinning 
the substance assists it to penetrate the line thoroughly, and consequently by 
coming in contact with every strand, enables it to be much more readily 
absorbed. = 

Anent theremark of ‘‘A. R. I. E L.’’ as to thetanning of lines before water- 
proofing, why, I like it much, and if other of your readers feel inclined to give 
it a trial as I do, let them obtain of the chemist for the purpose I oz. of black 
catechu or cutch, and after breaking into small pieces, make an infusion by 
pouring upon it about a pint of boiling water, in which the lines or anything 
else required to be tanned can be soaked. 

The nets used by fishermen for the capture of herrings and mackerel are first 
soaked in linseed oil and exposed to the atmosphere until dry, after which they 
are dipped or boiled in an infusion of oak bark or catechu, the tannic acid in 
which, uniting with the gelatinous matter of the oil, forms a chemical compound, 
tannate of gelatine, entirely insoluble in water.—I am, &c., Wo. KING. 

1, New Road, Commercial Road, E., Jan. 9, 1883. . 

{Thanks for the sample ; it is far superior in appearance to some we bought 
at an oil-shop at the same price, or little less. —ED. ] 
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FLY-FISHING SPINNING. 
Sr1r,—I have read those interesting articles on fly-fishing spinniag by your 
able correspondent “A. R, I. E. L ,” and so seductive are they, that I cannot 
help re-reading them, never aoing so without increased pleasure; they 
will be duly digested, marked, learred, and put into practice on the first favour- 
able opportunity. Every Sunday morning the GAZETTE is my accompaniment 
over coffee, and again my solatium after tea. My copy bears approving witness— 
by sundry marginal remarks and underlined passages—of the telling way in 
which the’ said articles are written. Our favourite style of casting and recover- 
ing, viz., that figure of eight, isendorsed by ‘* Egad, who would have thought 
it. Here’s food for discussion by our Occabot friends!’? Now, with all due 
deference to the experience of our friend, ‘‘A. R. I. E. L.,’’ I vote the reel a 
needless incumbrance ; it handicaps you by adding several ounces to the weight 
of a rod, and as a consequence, must tell on the muscles of the arm after a hard 
day’s thrashing. There is also another little matter which I can scarcely 
. digest—viz., loose rings as against upright ones; to my thinking, loose rings 
must hinder the free play of the line. The ordinary standing rings catch the 
line, I admit ; but with such as I use, it is utterly impossible to get thus tied 
‘up. I have pleasure, Mr. Editor, to enclose one for your inspection. 
They are made out of ‘‘ safety pins,’’ half-a-dozen of which in sixes can be 
bought for a penny.—I am, &c., Tue Boston BITTERN. 
P.S.—Set the ring astride the rod and fasten there. 
[fhe ring is a very good one. We always think a reel balances a rod and 
thus detracts from the dead weight they are also made so lightnow (of ebonite), 
that the weightis a mere trifle.-—Ep.] 


* SPINNING FOR TROUT. 

Srr,—My last letter was written with reference especially to spinning with 
an artificial minnow in rapid streams when clear. It isin this case that the art 
of sending the minnow ’lightly into the water at a distance of about 15 yards or 
more, and then drawing it downwards (or down and across) with a quick ho i 
zontal spin, is of the first importance. If these points can be arrived at by 
the Nottingham method, without a lead, and using a minnow that weighs one- 
third of an ounce, the style is applicable, but not, I believe, otherwise. 

‘*Thames-Notlingham ”’ deals with spinning for Thames trout: a lead 
would be needed there to sink the bait in the foaming waters of a weir, where 
the splash is of little consequence. In the case of a fish feeding in less bruken 
water, the bait would, I suppose, be cast to a spot well wide of him; but in the 
class of river to which I am alluding, it is necessary to pick out the feeding 
spots and throw near them; so a splash is a distinct evil. 

Asregards the requirements of the style I refer to above, there is no means of 
meeting them, that I know of, except by ‘‘palming”’ the line: the minnow, 
which, as before stated, should weigh not less than oné=third of an ounce, can 
be pitched with a minimum of disturbance, and the rapid spin is obtained by 
moving the rod-tip along near the surtace of the water, while the line is recove ed 
upon the palm of the left hand; the minnow thus has an accelerated motion, 
which keeps it off the bed of the river in the shallowest water. 

A Thames professional is facile princeps in the knack of palming, which 
* written explanation would fail to make clear. Once seen, it can easily be ac- 
quired by drawing a light weight across the floorofa room. The results will 
prove of value to those whoare fond of spinning. Last season, for the first 
time, I could take trout with the artificial in low water on a river where I had 
frequently tried the old pitching method with a short line without success. The 
trout, oyerefished, were tooshy tobe got at under such circumstances. My 
artificial minnows I obtain from Mr. Bullock, of Derby, and they are admirably 
made, of varying sizes, but of unvarying weight. The gut trace is stout, about 
a yard inlength, and the Jine the finest possible dressed silk ; rod, bamboo, 12 
feet long, with large upright rings. 

A fine gut trace does not appear to answer for thisstyle of spinning, as the 
poenty tainnow causes it to take a kink, which is communicated to the 

ine. 

Between spinning for trout with natural and artificial baits in clear water, 
there is, I think, a wide distinction to be drawn. The far-off and_ bar-splash 
principles apply equally to both; but with fine tackle and small hooks a trout 
will fasten to a natural bait that spins slowly (up stream or down) or even 
wobbles. When an artificial bait is used, a rapid, level, down-stream spin is 
essential, as giving no time for inspection. It is then a case of have it or leave 
it alone. Good trout will be seen to start and turn back sometimes, while an 
occasional good one will make fast on the drop of the minnow, even in com: 
paratively still water, if noiselessly pitched near the bushes. Small, unsophis- 
ticated trout take the artificial drawn up stream, which is a good reason for 
avoiding the practice. 

But there is spinning and spinning. For instance, the artificial minnow 
dragged about anyhow: in a clouded water, on the rise of a summer flood, will 
take trout; and so also trout may be taken by groping along the pool edges 
with a lobworm in the thickened water. To use the artificial minuow or the 
worm successfully in clear water calls for skill that places the fisherman on a 
different platform—truisms to those who know, I grant; but one meets many 
anglers who barely ackaowledge the distinction. 

Another argument may be advanced for this style of spinning, in that the 
rapid downward spin rarely scratches fish. They either become fast in their 
dash, or do not approach near enough to be injured. 

With regard io the wooden Nottingham reel, I have found that to apply 
black-lead to the interior surfaces that are in contact is a good means of in- 
creasing the speed of the reel. The lighter the revolving portion the better. A 
heavy metal winch requires a heavy bait to startit: the momentum thus ac- 
quired causes it to reyolveat a uniform rate, while the speed of the bait in its 
flight is steadily decreasing. The pressure of the finger can be scarcely made 
10, govern so nice a distinction. If the pressure is kept uniform, the line will 
overrun ; ifincreased, the bait may be checked and torn.’ By using a light reel, 
it adapts itself to the varying speed of the bait, whilst the least possible pressure 
of the finger acts as a guard against over-run. Suchis my belief, subject to 
the correction of more practised fishermen.—I am, &c., 

Cardiff. Bes CO Ler 

{Major ‘‘ Scot,’” ina note accompanying the above, says, ‘As a very in- 
teresting series of articles by “‘A. R.I.E.L.” is now appearing in your paper 
on the subject of spinning, may I venture to suggest that the views of Mr. 
| Bullock, of Derby, with whom you are acqnairted, would form a good seqiel, 
as he is an able exponent of the style.’’ We willdo our best to get Mr. Bul- 
lock to write onthe subject. We have often referred to his capital minnows 
_ and bis killing style of fishing them. Has Major ‘‘ Scot” read the series of 
_ articles on spinning for trout with the natural minnow, by the late W. J. Bul- 
lock, which appeared in our paper some two or three yeaisago ? If not, we 
shall be glad to send them to him, Mr. Bullock was facile princeps in his style of 
fishing, and Major *‘ Scot’? will appreciate his practical description,—ED. ] 
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DINNER TO RIVER AND LOCK: KEEPERS. 
Sr1r,—I have to thank sixty-four subscribers of half-a-crown each, three of 
five shillings each, one of half-a-guinea, and the following angling clubs, fur 
responding to my appeal :— 


szd. 
The Piscatorial Society ., 3t Nf xe ep LOM 6 
Richmond Piscatorial Society .. its ave ime tOe6 
Stanley Anglers’ Society ar Som £0) 6 
Larkhall Angling Society ns ve ane 20> 
Gresham Angling Society a8 sie ol ‘s 1Q°.0 
Hammersmith United Angling Club ., ve iG PAGE A 


Altogether realising a sum of £13 2s. 6d., a little in excess of Jast year, and 
which will be sufficient to give the usual entertainment to those for whom it is 
intended, and to pay all their travelling expenses.—I am, &c., 

7, Ironmonger Lane, Jan. 17. ° W. H. BrouGHam. 


FLY-FISHING FOR HERRINGS--BEST’S ‘ART OF ANGLING,” 
&c.—-A CHEAP WATERPROOFING. 

Srr,—Having read your interesting paper for the last six‘months, and beng 
well pleased wi h the valuable information therein, I take the liberty of askiug 
ore or two questions. Fir.t—Will your correspondent, “ Creel,’ kindly say 
what kind of flies herrings take, and the kind of rod, Xe ? as I sometimes take 
my holidays on the Eastern coast, and should like to have a try at the 
‘‘ bloaters.’? Second—I have just purchased a secondhand book entitled ‘* The 
Art of Angling,” by Thomas Best, and included in it is ‘*‘ Nobb’s Complete 
Troller,’? published 1882. Is this book a good authority, and worth any- 
thing ? : 

Before finishing, I might add a cheap and good waterproofing for plaited 
silk lines. Melt equal quantities of beeswax and mutton fas in a jar, immerse 
the line, and Jet it stand for two or three days. Take it out, and rub the super- 
fluous mixture off with a piece of brown paper or linen rag. Hoping that I 
have not encroached on your valuable space, —I am, &c., Wak. 

[Ihe ** Alexandra ’”’ fly sold now at all tackle shops would answer splendidly, 
so would any gaudy bright ‘fly. Best’s ‘‘Art of Angling,’’ and Nobb’s 
‘«* Troller,’’ a.e interesting old books, but of little value as authorities n »w— 
being about 100 years behind this age. Get Pennell’s ‘‘ Book of the Pike,” 
or ** Otter’s Spinning and Trolling.””—Ep ] 


WEIGHT AND SIZE OF JACK. 

S1R,—In answer to the various queries addressed to ‘‘ Marlow Buzz,’’ with 
regard to the size and weight of the fine -jack recently captured at Marlow, I 
beg to state I have nothing to add to or take from the length, girth, and weight 
of the said fish. I am quite sure that the length of the fish (373 inches) would, 
on the average, give a much less weight than 274 1b.; but no hard and fast 
line can be drawn, This jack was very carefully weighed, and measured (from 
eye to fork of tail, mind you) by Mr. Maskell, a keen angler, and also by Mr. 
Footitt, a member of the Marlow Angling Association, who has taken a fac- 
simile in paper of the size and shape of the fish. This paper I will try and 
borrow and send up to the FisHinG GAZETTE office for the satisfaction of my 
querists. The fish is in the hands of Sanders, I believe, for preservation, and 
by his permission may doubtless be inspected. I, of course, was surprised at 
the figures forwarded to me, and if there is any ‘‘cracker’’ inthe mitter Il am 
not the father of it.—I am, &c., Martow Buzz. 


{Thanks for the outline, but so much depends on the ¢hickness of the fish 
that a mere outline on paper does not do it justice ; it must have been an ex- 
traordinarily thick fish for its length. But we prefer to accept Mr. Maskell’s 
statement as correct.—ED. ] 


HUSH FROM LEAD MINES. 

Sin,—In your issue of December 16th, 1882, I noticed a letter referring to 
the hush polluting the Swale and its tributaries. It is perfectly shameful to 
see the fine trout-fishing destroyed by this foésonous pollution. On one 
occasion I remember a dam bursting above Gunnerside lead mines, and bringing 
the hush down into the Swale in such large quantities that very few trout 
survived for miles below. I might add, to prove its disastrous effect, that one 
man gathered 140 lb. of dead trout from the stream ths next day. 

I also noticed in the same letter two slight mistakes, viz., Gunnerside and 
Arkingarthdale Becks, which appeared. as Sunnerside and Ackle Becks. I 
merely point out these mistakes as a favour to your valuable paper, of which T 
ama great admirer. Being a native of Swaledale, I could not help noticin 
these corruptions.—I am, &c , RG. 


Jan. 15, 1883. 


HOW TO FORM AN ANGLING CLUB. 

S1r,—Having subscribed to the FisHING GAZETTE for the last three years, 
and appreciated the courtesy with which you answer any queiies, can you 
kindly inform me of the necessary particulars required to form an angling club 
and the issuing of privilege tickets? Byso doing you will greatly oblige.—I 
am, &c,, A. B. MAson, 

8, Netherwood Road, West Kensington Par, 

January 13. 

[Get your members together by advertising in your local paper that you are 
going to form a club, and inviting local anglers to join. Hold a meeting to 
appoint officers and draw up rules; get them printed; send a copy to the 
secretary of one of three associaions (the Central or West Central will be — 
nearest you—we can give the aldresses of the secretaries if you do not know 
them), and ask to be enrolled on the association's list. Any club so enrolled is 
entitled to the railway privilege tickets.—ED. ] 


CLUB RULES. 

Siz,—If‘* W.L.”’ (Gloucester) will send his name and address I shall be 
happy to forward him a copy of the rules of the Oxford Angling Society, and 
any other information he may require. Ishould also be very grateful if Messrs, 
Worledge, Doughty, Legrays, or any other gentleman secietary of a London 
society, whose names figure so prominently in the club reports, would similarly 
favour me with a copy of their prize 1ules.—I am, &c., 

: THE CHERWELL O/TER, 

Pheasant Inn, St. Giles, Oxford. 
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TO COOK PIKE. 


S1r,—Will you allow me to add to Mr, Brunton’s ‘‘ prescription ’’ for cook- 
ing pike, what I fancy he will find an improvement? Directly the fish is killed, 
cut through all the gills, then rip up the belly the whole length from the vent. 
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side of the spine ; next wash (in a running stream if practicable), and finally rub 
salt over the whole inside thus exposed. 

Unless this is done as soon as a pike is caught it is hardly worth eating ; but 
after it has been thus treated even the muddiest fish is eatablé.—I am, &c., 


Take out all.the intestines, &c., and especially the black substance lying on each 
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Hook. 








HOTELS, INNS: 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHIN(t: IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ley, or o' her sivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c,, should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
; (published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which bas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers, 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c.’ 


‘¢ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous,’’— 
Angler’s Diary. 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING | 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 


‘* The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tarifli—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 














VA, FRY, and YEARLINGS of the 
favourite varieties of SALMONIDZE, includ- 
ing S. Fario (brook trout), S. Fontinalis (American 
trout), S. Ferox (Great Lake ,rout), S. Levenersis 
(Loch Leven trout), Thymallus Vulgaris (grayling), 
and Hybrids, will be FOR SALE from November to 
April,—For prices apply to T. Andrews, Westgate 
House, Guildford. 


TROUT and CHAR OVA and FRY, 


Orders taken at the following low rates :— 
OVA, Salmo Fario, £1; FRY, 40s.; OVA, Salmo 
Lontanilis, 30s. ; FRY, £3 per 1000. Yearling 
Salmo Lario, 408. per 100.—Address 


THOMAS FORD, 
Manor Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


NDIA-RUBBER STAMPS. 


For Endorsing Envelopes, Cheques, and Postal Cards 
Heading Note Paper, Marking Linen, Stamping Mono 
grams, Crests,and Facsimiles of Signature. 

THE “PREMIER” DATING STAMP. 
With Solid Rubber Dates or ten years, from 18s, 6d, each 
THE NEW POCKET STAMP. 
From 2s, 6d, each, 
Price and Pattern Sheets free on Application. 
JOHN BERKLEY, 
6, LIVERY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
ieee! Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
and, 














For a Hunéred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
a prses bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
calle 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





‘¢ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness.””—Dritish 
Workweman. 
“Can scarcely fail to prove of service.’”’—The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


LOVERS OF FISH. YARMOUTH 
BLOATERS. 


Ham cu-ed for keeping, 100, 11s, ; 200, 20s,; 500, 455. 
Discount on la ge quantities. 
Carriage paid to London or Birmingham, 


Cash, with Order, to 
H. BAYLY AND CO, 
MERCHANTS, 
GREAT YARMOUTH. 
eee and COUNTY ADVANCE and 
DISCOUNT COMPANY (Limited). 

Cash advances from £10 to £500, without pre- 
liminary fees, or deduction for interest, for short or 
long peiiods, repayable by easy instalments, at 
moderate rates, upon personal security, life policies, 
Furniture without removal, deeds, shares, bonds, &c. 
Bills discounted. Forms gratis. Offices, New Courts 
Chambers, No. 57 and 58, Chancery Lane, E.C, 


JOHN STONE, Secretary. 














(poe, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
Biss and NEURALGIA. 


Aye J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.— The extra- 
o:dinary medical reports on the efficacy ci Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words *‘ Dr. J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’ See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, The Times, 
July 16, 186}, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 
From W, C. Wirxrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“JT. consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.’’ 
Sold in bottles, rs, r4d., 2s. od., and qs, 6d., by all 
Chemists. 


Sole Manufacturer, J. T. DAVFNPORT, 33, Great 
ussell Street, W.C. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS. 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in, ANY 

STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


100,000 BIRDS IMPORTED ANNUALLY. 


On view Gaily at 166, Great Portland Street, London, W. 
(Two minutes’ walk from Portland Road Station), 
The Largest and Cheapest Collection of British, 
Foreign, and Continental Birds, German Canaries, 
Piping Bullfinches, Talking Parrots. All soft-hilled 
birds kept in stock. 











One visit is sure to give satisfaction —E,. Erantn. 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s. ; Goldfinches, bull- 

finches, Siskins, Linnets ; best working Ferrets in England, 

4s, and 5s. each ; tame Rabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s, 6d, each, 

—JjJ. E. Tusrrkettiy, Naturalist, Grapes Hil), Norwich. 
Established 1868, 






ALFERD Youn 


“The GOLDEN PERCH,’ 
402, OXFORD ST., — 


Loxpor, W. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
. of every description. 

The Angier’s Handbook and Catalogue of Prices, with 


eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c., post 
tree, Three Pence. 


° THE a 
OF 
POLITICS, LITERATURE, SOCIETY, 
SPORT, THE DRAMA, AND FINANCE. 











THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 





Offices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD vas 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 10 0z. , 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Wanch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carsiage paid for 6d, 
extra. , 

‘6 Worth themoney- A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”’—FisuinG 
GAZETTE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s. 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut mavufactured, 15 inch, 3s, 9d. per 100 ; 2s. 
per 50. and 6d, per dozen, 

Trout gut, 8d., 1od., shoit, and best long 1s. rcd. per 100. 

P.8.—If fishermen would send for the Roach Rod in Winter, 
or row I have a few ready, could send them at once, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 








OYAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12 0 noon, 
Close 11.0 p.m.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY : 
Day Performance of Grand Pantomime in Theatre, 
Professor Marks’ Dogs, 
Lombarto Bros, (musical clowns): 
The Sisters Martini (trapeze artists). 
ohn Le Clair (juggler). 
dile. Wald Damazante (serpent charmer). 
American Teim (knockabouts),. 
.45 Madame Selika (vocalist). 
. ‘The Silbon Troupe. 
15. John Coopetr’s Trained Lions, 
.30 Ihe Beckwith Family. 
.o Mr, Albert Lowe. Popular Recital on Grand Organ. 
Night Performance of Grand Pantomime in Theatre, 
Grand Promenade Concert. 
The Beckwith Family. 
Second Part of Concert, 


2°30 
3.0 


The Silbon Troupe. 
John Cooper’s Trained Lions, - 
Admission ONE SHILLING. 





Ree AQUARIUM.—PROMENADE 


CONCERTS, 70 Ladies and Gentlemen of tke 
Alhambra Chorus. THIS EVeNING. 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — IMPERIAL 

THEATRE. JACK THE GIANT KILLER. The 

best Christmas Pantomime in London,—Afternoon, at 2.30" 
Evening, at 7.30. : 


ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders, 











Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 
Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by PRICE’S PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, | 
Limited, London. é 


AMERICAN ORGANS. 


Betore buying one of these Instruments for the Church, | 
Chapel, Sunday-school, or Home, please write us for our Il- « 
lustrated List. It will be greatly to your advantage to do so, 
as you will save from 30 per cent, upwards, and obtaina | 
very superior Instrument. . 


J. COWLEY and CO., + | 
21, PRINCE’S DOCK STREET, HULL, 
Sole Agents for the United Kingdom, Hy 
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THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


* An acre of water will produce as much food as three acres of land.’? 


os 


TJ °HE Association, which has within the last few weeks been 

so successfully established, is one which, if properly con- 
ducted, must play a prominent part in the future history of the 
fish and fisheries of this country. 

Neyer befcre has the subject of our fisheries generally and all 
that pertains to them received so much attention as during the 
last two or three years. Much as the recent British and foreign 
fisheries exhibitions have undoubtedly contributed to this, and 
much more as the great forthcoming exhibition unquestionably 
will, they are, nevertheless, but the outward and visible signs that 
the subject of our fisheries generally is not merely asking for, but 
demanding, general attention. 

The price of meat has already reached a figure in this country 
which places it as a regular article of diet almost beyond the 
means of the great bulk of our population—the poorer classes; 


judging from the already high and increasing price of fish, in » 


spite of the oft-quoted ‘inexhaustible harvest of the sea,” it 

appears possible that even fish will become food for the rich only. 

Wasteful methods of catching fish, and their wanton destruction 

of all sizes and at all seasons, are beginning only too plainly to 

ds that, bountiful as Nature is, our ever-increasing demand’ on 
er resources must be a regulated, and not a reckless one. 

In this connection it will be interesting to quote a remark made 
by the Rey. J. E. Tenison-Wood, in his work onthe ‘Fish of New 
South Wales” :— 

“VALUE OF FisH AS Foop. . 

“As articles of food, though but one of the uses of fishes, they 
must ever command our attention, yet their value in this respect 
is hardly appreciated. Fish is known to be alight and easily 
digested diet, but it is not known that it contains as much pro/ein 
as pork; and, consequently, 100lb. of fish contains as much 
nourishment as 200 lb. of wheaten bread and 700 |b. of potatoes. 
This encouraging fact may well awaken our interest.” 

As the Duke of Edinburgh so well pointed out in his speech 
at the inaugural meeting of the 1883 Exhibition, starvation would 
be unknown in Ireland if a proper use were made of the wealth of 
fish now living round her coasts. 

We are sometimes asked what is the object of the recently- 
established ‘Fish Culture Association” ? Our answer is: To 
increase the supply of food by increasing the supply of fish of all 
kinds. We confidently look forward to the time—and it must be 
1 work of time, for our knowledte of sea-fish culture is in its 
nfancy—when, supported by Government and the people 
yenerally, this Association will be doing a great and most 
valuable work. If we glance fora moment at the millions upon 
nillions of fresh-water and ‘migratory fish which have been 
drought into existence by artificial means, or at the great good 
which has been effected by the almost single-handed efforts of 
uch men as Sir James Maitland, Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., 
Mr. Francis Francis, the late Mr. Frank Buckland, Professor Baird, 
Mr. Seth Green, Mr. Youl, Herr Max yv. d. Borne, and many 
thers whose names are equally well known, we can see at once 
n what directions this Association can do good. To anglers it 
1olds out the prospect of replenished rivers andlakes. A glance 
it the names of the council will assure anglers that their interests 
te not likely to be forgotten, and that their support should be 
leartily, ungrudgingly given. 

The establishment of this Association is most opportune, 
soming as it does just before the opening of our Great Inter- 
‘ational Fisheries Exhibition. It would not have looked well for 
. great country like this, inviting all the chief nations of the 
vorld to attend, and being unable to point to a national association 
ifthis kind such as they nearly all in some form already possess. 

Sut this is a small matter compared with the impetus and assist- 
nce which such an exhibition must give to such a movement. 

In the name of this Association, we ask our readers one and all 
Olend it their support in every way in their power. Many of 
hem, well known in the angling world, have already become 
aembers; the annual subscription is but one guinea, and this 
ntitles the subscriber to free copies of any publications the Asso- 
jation may issue, to a seat at all lectures arranged by the Associa- 
ton, and tovote at the general meetings. Every angling club 
hould be represented on this association, and we shall be happy 


/ 


to receive the names of any gentlemen or club desiring election 
to membership. 

In conclusion, we will only remind our readers of those oft- 
quoted words of Frederick the Great :—‘‘ That man is a bene- 
factor to his country who makes two ears of corn grow where 
only one had grown.” How much more, then, as Mr. Francis 
Francis remarked the other day when referring to this Fish 
Culture Association, shall that man do good who makes num- 
berless fish grow where there werenone before? Remembering 
that there are now millions of most magnificent trout in New 
Zealand and Tasmania, we could not help thinking at the time 
how appropriately this remark came from Mr. Francis, who, in 
conjunction with the late Frank Buckland, collected, sixteen 
years ago, the ova from which this great result has sprung. 

‘Success to the National Fish Culture Association” should be 
a welcomed toast at every meeting of anglers. 





FLY-FISHING-SPINNING.—VI. | 
‘“FInts CORONAT Opus.” 


N? sermon or homily, other than a most outrageously-long- 

winded one, ever goes beyond a “Sixthly and Lastly” ; 
nor shall mine be any soporific exception. And this final-article 
shall, save for a reply to an objection, be strictly confined to the 
reserved-observations on the staining and dressing of lines, and 
the preserving of minnows, both of them matters of great practical 
importance in this Art-of-Arts of ours. 

Suppose I make the reply to the objection first ? 


‘In Roderick’s gore he dipp’d the braid.’’* 

There appeared -in the FisHING GazettE of the 13th inst. a 
letter from my very genial and jocose friend, Dr. Brunton. 
In it—amid a many friendly-flatteries, and much playful-imagery——- 
the Dr. poked a little-harmless-fun at my “ poetical” “ fancy” 
for a maiden-hair-line in fly-fishing-spinning, affirming that 
human-hair is worthless as a line for fly-fishing, and giving in 
proof the result of an experiment made by him with a line of 
Fiji-Islander’s-hair, which ‘‘ became ina few seconds so sodden 
and weighty that it flew off from the rod as if one was throwing 
a bullet. It was most difficult to cast.” . . . . ‘* Has 
A. R.I. E. L.,” said the Dr., ‘‘ forgotten in his seaside trips the 
aspect of the maidens who have been enjoying their forenoon dip 
in the sea? Has he ever noticed the long length of time spent 
by the nymphs on the sands knitting, reading, or flirting till their 
back hair has become dry? 

‘“* Human hair is very different from that of the horse: it con- 
tains much less greasy matter, and being finer in consistence 
holds too much water.” . . . . By the courtesy of my friend 
I have a sample of his line. 

‘‘ Angels and ministers of grace defend us!” 
It is a flal-braid, and—for a fishing-line—a very-broad-braid ! 
It rather reminds me of a Quaker’s broad-brim. I readily 
concede the wtter worthlessness of /hat line, owing to its 
weight (to say nothing of its breadth), when wet. But I 
cannot admit that its worthlessness is good evidence against any 
such human-hair-line as I should ever use in fly-fishing-spinning, 
which would not be more than one-half, and might not be more 
than one-third, the size of the Dr.’s line. And even 7f my line 
would not answer undressed, I certainly think it would answer 
capitally dressed, either in ‘“‘honest-linseed-oil’’ (as the artists 
call it) or in copal-varnish. It would, I “fancy,” have, then at 
least, no lack of ‘ greasy matter ’’—as well as resinous—in it. As 
regards the “‘ poetical ’’ element in my ‘‘ fancy,”’ that is, of course, 
a joke of the jocose Dr.; but, just by way of a counter-joke, 
I may point out that in a report of a meeting of the Gresham 
Angling Society,¢ at which the Dr. produced his Fijian-line- 
aforesaid, shortly before he tried it, and when he “‘ vowed” by 
the ‘‘ braid” to ‘‘take a trout on it, ere the season was out,” it is 
reported as having been ‘‘ tested very favourably against an ordi~- 
nary eight-plait silk line.” So the Dr. seems to have had a very 
favourable opinion of his line until its actual trial. He also had, I 
presume, until after its trial, quite forgotten all about the ‘ back- 
hair” of ‘*the nymphs on the sands.” Was that opinion of the 
Dr.’s a “ poetical” “‘fancy” ? If not, why (after he had found 
out that his opinion was a mistaken one) should he think that 
my like opinion of another ladies’-hair-line was a “poetical” 
“fancy ’’? 
‘That was the unkindest cut of all.”’ 


I should have liked very much indeed to have dealt a 





* The Lady of the Lake, Canto V., stanzas 14 and 17. 
t The report appeared in the FISHING GAZETTE of August 26 last. I really 
did, at the times of publication, read it and also the report of the next meeting, 
be which your trout caught on your Fijian-line was weighed in, O, best of 
octors, 
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cannot make his own copal-varnish—and I cannot tell him how 
little more fully—and, perhaps, a little more poetically-fancifully— 
with a few more little points involved in my canny-friend’s 
letter—e.g., why the Dr., if he must be going to fine and far-off 
islands for his woman’s hair, didn’t go to 


“ The Isles of Greece! the isles of Greece!’’* 
and there get his woman’s hair, the right sort of woman's hair, and 
then get Phoebus 
“To give his glad heart song to sing the glory 
Of the beauty of the gloss on curl and tress”’? 


But the limits of the space at my command compel me, most 
regrctfully, to pass over all those little points, and to pass on. 


“Tell me! Where is Fancy bred ? 
In the heart? Or in the head ?”’ 
Mr. Editor! 

And now as to the staining and dressing of lines. My experi- 
ments in those directions had their origin in my not being quite 
satisfied with the waterproofed-plaited-silk lines usually sold in 
the tackle-shops. I am not deeply enamoured of their showy- 
colours, whether green, or yellow, or what not, Lown. Neither, if 
I must confess, am I madly in love with vatious of their other 
qualities. _Now-a-days the tendency of the tackle-shops—in part, 
I suppose, leading, and in part following The Fashion /—seems to 
me to be far too much in favour of a thick-enamelling, or deep- 
surface-dressing or coating-over—I might almost say caking-over— 
of lines, leaving the lines beneath almost entirely unwaterproofed. 
Any angler purchasing such a line of a fine size should bear in 
mind that avery large percentage of the thickness or bulk of 
such line is not silk, but only varnish, which adds little or nothing 
to the strength of the line. I have recently found in several of 
the American and other fashionable-shop-lines that the enamel 
either chips, or peels, or rubs off in places, leaving the lines in 
those places undressed or bare. And in one such line, sold to 
me for a real Yankee-Doodle—but which was anything but a 
Dandy-line—I found that the places which had worn bare became 
puffed or swelled up, when wet, and that the line, whether wet or 
dry, was of a soft, fluffy material, far less taking to the eye than 
our own ordinary, English, undressed silk-lines. I have also 
found that some of the shop-lines, though smooth enough to the 
eye and the hand, yet grate very gross/y (for euphony’s sake I 
can’t write grea//y) on the fine, German-silver-wire top-rings of 
my fiy-rods, when drawn in after the cast in spinning, a result 
which seems to arise from their caky, soft-resinows or gummy 
(rather than hard-resinous) dressings. I have also tried more 
than one of the Manchester Cotton Spinning Twine Company’s 
lines. Their faults do not lie on the side of softness or limpness, 
certainly; but neither in their material (part-cotton) nor in their 
harsh and non-lasting enamel-dressings do those lines please me 
any better than their rivals to which I have taken exception. 
“But what do you want?” the professional line-dressers will 
doubtless ask. That's a fair question, and shall have a fair 
answer. Well, what I do want, masters mine, is a dark-brown 
line, as smooth as glass—but with the smoothness of a hard-polish ; 
a line with no thick—but only a thin—surface-enamel, yet firm 
and hard, without being harsh; a line permeated or penetrated 
to the core and filled to the utmost with the hardest-of-resins, its 
hardness being only just so far lessened by a little of the softer 
resin—and the ‘‘greasy matter ”—of the oil or oils by which it is 
brought into solution as to be kept from brittleness or cracking; 
a line the reverse of limp or supple; a line which from its com- 
plete interpenetration by and absorption of the utmost quantity 
of the hardest-of-resins, in the most fixed form, can absorb but 
a minimum of wet ordamp, and so will never become sodden, and 
thus will never cling to the rod in rain, or mist, or dew. | In short, 
I want to importas far as possible intoa silk-line, and particularly 
into a fine silk-line, and 

‘In every fibre of its frame”, 
the stiffness, imperviousness to moisture, and all other the good 
qualities of horse-hair, except its elasticity, which—although a 
cardinal—is, of course, an incommunicable—virtue. 

That is the line I want from you, my masters. And now I wil] 
give you my modest-first-experiments in line-staining and line 
dressing, which, I hope, have not been altogether thrown away, 


‘‘ Though by your smiling you seem to say so.” 


I have stated in my second article that the stain I much prefer is 
that obtained from steeped-walnut-leaves. The line must be 
stained before being varnished. And probably it would stain 
better if the ‘‘ size’ which is always in a new line were first taken 
out of it, by soaking it, say for a day, in cold water. The best 
way of laying a line in a bath, and the only safe way of laying it 
in a varnish-bath, is on a square winder which has two projecting 
ends, at right angles, at each corner—to keep the line from 





* Don Juan, Canto III., after stanza 86, 


slipping off at the corners—the winder being of wood, or, better 
still, of wire, or bone. Four knitting-needles, fastened crosswise 
as I have described, would make a capital winder. I 
wind the line transversely, alternately, and evenly and 
fairly openly, so that the inmost part of the line, next to the 
winder, may be reached by the stain or the varnish. The staining 
I doas follows. I lay the line, on the winder, in a basin just big 
enough to hold it and a coupie of handfuls of walnut-leaves, 
which I press down closely aboveit; and then I pour boiling 
water on the leaves until they are just covered. I let the line 
lie in the decoction for 4 or 5 days. Then I stretch the line out 
to dry, say along the bottom of an iron or brass bedstead. Failing 
walnut-leaves, some of Judson’s brown-dyes would do well enough 
as regards colour. But would they rot the line? I have trieda 
very strong decoction of coffee, but could not get any depth of 
colour out ofthat. When the line is thoroughly dry I re-wind it 
on the winder, and I lay that in a square flat-bottomed tin, only 
just large enough to hold it, so as to economise the varnish, 
which, you may assume, I have just put into the tin. If the 
line is not on a winder, but only in a coil, the Gorgon help 
you when you come to uncoil it after the varnish-bath! You’ve 
heard of the Gordian-Knot? You'll see it them—and 
cut it! Any reader who is going in for line-dressing 
would do well to read the chapters on oils and varnishes in a 
little work of good repute, the volume on ‘ Painting” in 
‘‘Weale’s Rudimentary Series,” published by Messrs. Virtue 
Brothers and Co., price zs. Want-of-space will, however, pre 

vent me from making many extracts from those chapters. I 

the reader wishes to go rather deeply into the art of varnishing, 
he will find the manufacturing-processes for the varnishes now 
generally used detailed in the TZransactions of the Society of 
Arts, Vol. XLIX. From the little book I have mentioned (p. 
150, par. 324) L infer that the mere dressing of a line in linseed 

oil tends, after a time, to burn or rot the line, by the combustion 
resulting from the oxidation of the oil; but that in a dressing of 
copal-varnish such ill-result would be averted by the copal 
arresting the oxidation. Copal is brought into solution for a 
varnish by being mixed with the oils of linseed and turpentine. 
The oil of turpentine is very volatile, the oil of linseed less so 
As the volatile parts of the oils pass off by evaporation, resins are 
formed, which fix in the substances absorbing those oils, in com- 
bination, in the case of the copal-varnish, with the harder copal- 
resin. I gatheralso from that little book that copal is the hardest- 
resin known. It is—I am now speaking from my own knowledge 
—pale-yellow, brittle, heavier than water, ignites in a flame, 
and burns and melts rapidly, and solidifies and hardens again 
very quickly. Copal-varnish floats on water, owing, of course, to 
its solvent-oils. A piece of a copal-dressed plaited-silk line will 
float on water for many hours. Sink it forcibly, and it will 
remain under water until some minute air-bubbles form around 
it, when it will rise again from the depth. A copal-varnished 
plaited-silk line is, therefore, zz water, substantially not heavier 
thanwater, or than the same line, unvarnished bnt waterlogged, 
would be; andis, 2% ar, substantially lighter than the same line 
unvarnished would be, by reason of the unvarnished 
line absorbing so much water as to swell out to a 
considerably larger bulk than that of the varnished line, and 
by reason of it, the varnished line, being waterlogged through- 
out its greater-bulk. I had previously been under the impression 
that the varnish itself was considerably heavier than water, and 
consequently that the varnished line became _ considerably 
heavier than water; though I thought also that, but for 
the varnishing, the line would, zz air, become heavier still, 
by swelling and absorbing a great bulk and weight of water; 
besides all the other evils incident to an undressed silk- 
line, when wet. I fancy the fact—as to weight of line 
—is the same with a silk-and-hair line, say with only 
1-3rd silk; but that, I think, would require some nice and careful 
experiments to prove strictly. ‘‘It is eminently conducive to 
good varnishing, in all cases, that it should be performed in fair 
weather, whatever varnish may be employed; and that a current 
of cold or damp air, which chills and blooms them, should be 
avoided.” (P. 150, par. 325.) I should say Midsummer would be 
the best time of the year to dress lines, and then, after stretching 
them out for two or three months to dry, lay them by—in some 
dry place—for the next season’s use, assuming they are not re- 
quired for immediate use. A large, round coil would be the best 
form to keep dressed-lines in before use, I apprehend. But to 
return to my experiments. A few were made with linseed-oil 
only. I pass them by; because I do not recommend a mere 
linseed-oil-dressing, not only on account of the risk of the line 
becoming burnt, by the oxidation of the oil, but also and chiefly 
inasmuch as such dressing szust be weaker than, and inferior to, 
the copal-varnish, which, in addition to the ‘‘ greasy matter,” 
and also the softer-resins of the oils of linseed and turpentine, 
fixes in the line the hard-resin of the copal. Any reader who 


eS 


Jan. 27, 1883] 





THE FISHING GAZETE. 


39 





to make it—would, I think, do well to get it of Messrs. Winsor 


and Newton, whose fame as artists’-colourmen is, I believe, 
among artists, 
velut inter ignes 
Luna minores.” 
Their price is 2s. 6d. per half-pint, 5s. per pint. ‘Elemi, 


anime, and resins of inferior-hardness are sometimes substituted 
for copal in preparing its varnish,” in these days of adulteration. 
Messrs. Winsor and Newton will be very happy to do their best 
to assist any amateur-line-dresser in his experiments either with 
copal or any other varnish. ‘The representative of the firm with 
whom I had the pleasure of discussing the business, isan angler, and 
that “‘ one touch of nature ” ensured me his heartiest co-operation. 
Treating this varnishing-business as one of mere-amusement, and 
therefore reckoning nothing for the amateur-line-dresser’s time, 
the chief cost in home-dressing a few lines in copal-varnish lies 
in the necessity of getting—in order to cover the lines in their 
bath—a good deal more varnish than is actually absorbed by the 
lines themselves. What is wanted in the varnish itself is to have 
as much copal in it as possible, compatible,» of course, with 
the due operation of the varnish. 

T will now proceed to give very briefly the rest of the process, 
together with the results of my experiments in dressing one silk- 
and-hair line, and several fine plaited-silk lines with ‘‘ pure copal 
picture varnish” supplied to me, though not by Messrs. Winsor 
and Newton, yet bya firm of good name, whose good faith I 
have no reason to doubt. The lines were bathed in the (cold) 
varnish for five days. Another time I should keep lines in 
the varnish-bath for a fortnight. Afcertheir bath the lines were 
stretched out to dry on towel-horses, backs of chairs, &c., the 
superfluous varnish being removed with a linen-rag. After afew 
days the lines wererubbed down smooth with the soft-inner-side 
ofa white-kid-glove. Since then they have continued stretched 
out to dry for upwards of eight weeks. Before using them I 
shall—some months hence at the earliest, by which time, I pre- 
sume, they will be quite dry and hard-set—rub them down again, 
and put the‘iiighest polish on them. As yet they are not quite 
free from stickiness, after continued pressure by the warm 
hand, and therefore are, I surmise, not quite dry. But 
even now those lines are as smooth as shop-lines, and much 
firmer and stiffer. A few days since I cut off samples, and bathed 
them in cold water for eighteen hours, with the following results: 
Beyond aslight swelling there was not much difference perceiv- 
able in the sample of the silk-and-hair line, which was from the 
thick end ofit. The fine silk-lines came out of the bath a little 
swollen, but transparent (against the light) and firm, and witha 
good deal of the appearance of wet horse-hair, size excepted. 
But when dried they were opaque and limp, the slight-surface- 
dressing had disappeared, and there was little or no outward and 
visible sign that they had ever been varnished. But yet, held up 
to astrong light and strained, each line became transparent, and 
was seen to be well-dressed with the varnisi: below the surface. 
Rubbed smartly with the kid-glove their pristine transparency and 
a good part of their original firmness, and stiffness, and polish 
returned, and has continued. But the slight surface-dressing did 
not return. Friction could not bring that back. I would have 
preferred to see the lines firmer and harder, and more impervious 
to water. Still, I am the more satisfied, or the less dissatisfied, 
with the results of these, my first experiments, inasmuch as the 
remnant of a favourite, fine, plaited-silk dressed-line, which I had 
bought some years before at one of the very best London tackle- 
shops, and which had not had that thick-enamelling of which I 
have complained, but which had had the same bath as (and with) 
the other silk-lines, passed through precisely the same phases as 
they did. It must be borne in mind that eighteen hours’ con- 
‘tinuous immersion in water is practically a good deal more than 
three times the total amount of all the many actual immersions 
which a winch-line would be subjected to in a long day’s fly- 
fishing-spinning ; whilst between all those discontinuous-immer- 
sions that line would be, more or less, drying very many times 
Over during the day, especially if it were a dog-day. The test was, 
therefore, I think, an ultra-severe one. Since then the lines have 
‘had another ten hours’ cold-water bath, witha like result. I have 
‘mo doubt whatever that all of them will fish very fairly. I beg 
to hand you, Mr. Editor, the samples of lines which have had 
those baths ; also samples of the same lines, but which have not 
yet been baptised. Will they pass muster as the results 
of first-experiments in amateur-line-dressing? I commend 
so much of the previous part of this article as relates to 
line staining and dressing, to the attention of Messrs. Nutting, 
to whom I am sending samples of my stained and dressed lines, in 
the hope that their firm, with the aid of the professional-line- 
dressers, may succeed in discovering that Non-Fareil line for our 
fly-fishing-spinning of which I amin search. In their excogita- 
tions and experiments your hints as to a paraffine- dressed line, Mr. 
Editor, will doubtless receive all due consideration. Personally, 
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however, I rather doubt from your description (and in the absence 
of an inspection) of it, whether that dressing, however well fitted, 
possibly, for other forms of fishing, is not too soft and supple for 
good use in this new art.* Will the professional-line-dresser, 
who has found out so many secrets in the course of practice of 
his High-Art, which, like British-Freedom— 
‘« Slowly broadens down 
From precedent to precedent ’’— 

pardon me for seeking—though an amateur—to add one or two 
more to the glorious roll? et him show his professional supe- 
riority, secundum artem, in all its generosity, by finding out for me that 
Highest-Form of a dressed-line which I cannot find out for myself ! 
I don’t blame the professional-line-dresser at all for the bad-lines 
sold in the shops. Hemade them “ fo order,” just as he will make 
our Non-Pareil one. The net-practical-result at which I have 
arrived by experiments, plus previous practice, is this: that a 
beginner who cannot get an all-hair line to suit him, cannot do 
better than work with avery fine, either plaited or twisted, 30-yard 
double-tapered—tapered 15 yards each way—silk-and-hair line, 
one-third only silk, and all the hairs a dark-brown, and the whole 
line stained of the same colour, and dressed in the strongest 
solution of copal. From that line he can advance, as occasion 
shall require, to a fine Nottingham-silk-line, dressed in the same 
varnish, or such other one (if any) as may hereafter be discovered 
to be a superior-line-dressing. In saying what I have said, I have 
not forgotten that I can procure a central-wired line. But I 
would prefer having the stiffness without the wire, if I could. I 
want as little weight in my line as may be. Still, if need be, I 
may, perhaps, varnish a central-wired line, and give it a fair trial 
some day—at the same time, perhaps, as I copal-varnish that 
maiden-hair-line, for presentation to the Dr. 

And now a few last words as to minnow-preserving. Without 
preserved minnows the fly-flsher-spinner, especially if located in 
London, will often be putto great-straits. For fresh minnows are 
frequently very difficult to procure in Town. I have generally used 
spirits-of-wineg, pure or methylated, for minnow-preserving. But 
that medium toughens the bait too much—except for a beginner, 
who wants a Anock-about Bait. It also very considerably injures 
the minnow’s colour. And, as I have already said, it renders 
their fins and tails rigid and opaque. It likewise turns their 
eye-balls white! On the advice of a chemical-friend, I preserved 
some minnows in equal-third-parts—by bulk, not weight—of 
methylated-spirits, pure-glycerine, and pure-water. At first the 
embalmed-ones looked as if they had been made beautiful-for-ever. 


They had all the vivid-colours of life, together with a sheen 


beyond that of sublunary-life on them, which made their bellies 
shine like the whitest-satin in the summer-sun. But, alas! all 
too soon 
F “the gleam, 
The light that never was on Sea or land, 
The consecration, and the poet’s dream,”’ 
of the Beau-Ideal of a Pickled-Minnow, had departed! In one 
short week the baits were faded and rotten. And the last three 
days of that week were the first three days of my last autumn- 
holiday! And I had gone into a far and a minnowless countree! 
Our mistakes, and, above all, your mistake, O my! my Consulting 
Chemist, Mr. Gniddir! was in putting any pure-water at all into 
that very-pretty-pickle. For ought not I to have known—and 
ought not you to have known dy Acart—what that gravedigger so 
well knew—that 
‘Your water is a sore decayer of your whoreson dead body ?”” 
“ Felix qut potuit rerum cognoscere causas !” 
QO, happiest of gravedigggers! O, of mortals the most miserable 
me! Since thenI have za¢ura/ly made a few further experiments 
—without water. | have preserved four small lots of minnows in 
the under-mentioned media :— 
Lot 1, in all pure-glycerine. 


Wis Zeer e ~ 3 and } methylated-spirits. 


3 
1 1 
2 


”? ” » 8 ” ” 
9 42 9 3 ” ” ae | ” * 

After leaving the baits in those media for eight weeks, I took 
them out two days ago. I need not go through all the details of 
the @z7ferentie of the different lots. The ultimate analysis, in its 
quintessence or quadressence, is as follows:—Lot 1 will be 
incomparably the best for an expert, either just as it is, or, should 
the baits in casting prove a trifle too tender, then with one-fifth, 
or possibly only one-sixth, of methylated-spirits added. _The 
colour, sheen, suppleness, and general-appearance of the baits in 
Lot 1 are all that can be desired. As regards their durability, 
one of them which I took out of the glycerine a month ago, and 
which has been lying on my mantel-shelf ever since (with a fire 
in the room every day) ,is, to the eye, in all respects precisely 
similar to others which I took out of the same glycerine only a 
couple of days ago. But baits out of Lots z, 3, and 4, which I 

* See Dr. Weeger’s letter on this subject in this week’s GAZETTE, he gives 
the “missing link”? which “ A, R. I, E. L.”’ is in search of, we thin,—ED ] 
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took out of their respective media of preservation, and placed on 
the same mantel-shelf, only two days ago, are now dried up toa 
chip. Lot 2 would probably be the best for a beginner, owing to 
the toughness of the bait; regard, however, having been had in 
such choice to the other desiderata of colour, &c. I have every 
reason to believe that Lots 1 and z will in their media preserve 
good formany months. Iam perfectly satisfied with the results 
of those experiments. The only drawback is the cost of pure- 
glycerine, which, wholesale, would be about 1s. 3d.per lb. The 
gravity of pure-glycerine is “1260.” That glycerine will be quite 
free from any admixture of water; 1 Ib. of it will be in bulk nearly 
13-20ths, or about 3 of an imperial pint. I could not tell 
you even approximately how many minnows of the standard-size 
that would properly preserve until I had made the experiment. I 
see now, in the light of my latest-experiments, that most of my 
earlier-preservings had failed owing to my having over-crowded 
the minnows in the spirits, stewing them in their own juice far 
too much, in fact. On the next occasion I shall preserve my 
baits in a bulk of medium equal to their own bulk. I think that 
pure-glycerine is a greater antiseptic, or stronger preservative, 
than spirits-of-wine or alcohol. The spirits appear to disintegrate 
the baits more. For there is no sediment deposited in the pure- 
glycerine: but there is sediment in all the mixtures of spirits with 
glycerine ; and the greater the proportion of spirits, the greater 
is the amount of sediment. After mixing spirits and glycerine, 
the mixture should be well shaken up; it will then become acom- 
plete and a continuing amalgam. ‘The best vessel for preserving 
minnows in is one of Messrs. Crosse and Blackwell’s glass pickle- 
jars, with the water-tight and air-tight ‘‘ Patent-Lever-Stopper.” 
In my last-preceding-article I recommended wicker-working-over 
the oval lemonade or soda-water bottle in which to carry live 
minnows, in order to avoid risk of injury to the angler on the 
breaking of the bottle. But it would be better to wire-work the 
bottle over, so as not to lose sight of the minnows within it. 
I may just add that I have always put my minnows alive into the 
medium for their preservation: for I have always found, not only 
that if the minnows were allowed to die before they were buried 
they lost colour, but also because I knew that a death-in-burial 
was by far the happiest dispatch for them. 


“Their hearts but once heaved, and for ever grew still.” 


And now I think I have said all which I set before myself as the 
subject of these articles. Ihope—it has been my first aim—that 
I have made my meaning tolerably clear, in the main, even if I 
have taken a tedious time over it. But the specification of a patent, 
ora palace, or any other complex-work-of-art, is always—as we 
all know—a document of great length and particularity ; not for- 
getting to provide for many a detail of decoration, yet none the 
less seeking to secure, through all the substance and essence of 
the structure, 

‘True beauty in utility.” 


Ifaught which I have written in description and in admiration 
of one of the noblest of ailthe arts of angling, and the most novel 
one, should tend to its appreciation and propagation, I, for any 
pains I may have taken towards such ends, shall be amply repaid. 
May my errors meet with tenderest correction by my readers! 
And mayest thou, most patient of pupils, accomplished in all the 
arcana of the artificial-fly, become, in due course, a Master-Fly- 
Fisher-Spinner! Higher-Angling-Honour I know of none to 
wish thee. Vale! 

AR, Eaike 


London, January, 1883. 





SEASONABLE ENTERTAINMENT TO THAMES RIVER- 
KEEPERS. 

T is now fifteen years since these entertainments were 
originated by Mr. W. H. Brougham, Secretary of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society. At that time they were limited to 
the men employed by the Society, and were so liberally supported 
by the Baroness Burdett-Coutts, that in addition to the dinner to 
these men, there was a supplementary gift to the wives and 
families of a good joint of beef, 11b. of tea, and a bottle of 
whiskey—the latter on one occasion being a contribution from 
Mr. W. B. Leaf, of Old Change. Mr. Brougham afterwards 
applied for permission to invite the river-keepers in the employ 
of the Thames Conservancy, which was acceded to, and afterthe 
Conservatcrs had agreed, on the recommendation of the Society, 
to give deputations to act as river-keepers to the lock-keepers, 
they were included in the list of guests, and since then to all 
fishermen and others who have assisted the river-keepers. The 
annual entertainment which took place on Thursday, January 18, 
at the Sun Hotel, Kingston-on-Thames, was one of a most suc 
cessful character, and fully evinced the value of these gather- 


ings in uniting together members of the committee, Thames 


anglers, river and lock-keepers and assistants, all spending a very 
pleasant and enjoyable evening. Mr. Thomas Spreckley, Presi- 
dent of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, presided on the 
occasion, and there were the following visitors:—Messrs. F. C. 
Clench, Alfred Nuthall, J. Knechtli, Arthur Beningfield, F. H. 
Lemann, C. P. Wheatstone, R. B. Marston, W. H. Brougham, 
H. B. Terrill, W. Cockburn, H. Dickinson, C. H. Thurston, H. 
Gray, B. Perelli-Rocco, J. P. Wheeldon, J. Green, Jones, H. E. 
Wood, W. Macfarlane, A. Anderson, H. Little, H. Wild, Drewett, 
Weaver, and Porter. The staff of keepers and assistants were 
represented as follows :—G. Rough (Wandsworth), James 
Drewe (Kew), W. Smith (Richmond), Alfred Thompson and 
Newbury (Twickenham), Tame (Teddington), J. Johnson, sen., 
and Myers (Kingston), W. Milbourne and Palmer Scott (Hamp- 
ton-Court), Daniel Phillips (Moulsey), Henry Joist (Sunbury), 
George Hone (Walton), Richard Smith and David Hackett 
(Shepperton), Herbert Curr (Weybridge), Charles Godfrey and 
W. Watford (Chertsey), and G. Horne (Egham). A very excel- 
lent dinner was served up, consisting of fish, flesh, and fowl, 
with a profusion of mince-pies and plum-puddings, all being fully 
appreciated and thoroughly enjoyed. Great credit was due to 
Mrs. Frayling for the satisfactory catering. After every justice 
had been done to the good things, Mr. W. H. Brougham in- 
formed the keepers and assistants that Mr. T. Spreckley would 
make his usual gift ofa packet of tobacco to take home with them ; 
Mr. F. H. Lemann had also given him for their use during the 
evening a good supply of first-rate tobacco in a handsome jar, and 
they could arrange amongst themselves who should become 
possessed of the latter. Mr. R. B. Marston; editor of the FisHine 
GAZETT?E, had also handed over to him for presentation to each 
of the men a strong, useful briar pipe, asan important addition to 
the tobacco. The announcement of each of these gifts were 
loudly applauded by all present. In the course of the evening 
Mr. B. Perelli-Rocco, who is a first-rate amateur wizard, intro- 
duced some excellent experiments in natural magic, which both 
deceived and delighted his audience. Mr.-Thomas Spreckley, in 
giving the toast of “The Queen and the rest of the Royal Family,” 
said it was not intended to go through any formal list of toasts— 
it would be more pleasant to them to hear the musical talent which 
existed amongst the keepers. The next toast, the chairman 
remarked, was in reality the toast of the evening, “ The River- 
Keepers.” He first of all expressed regrct atthe absence of John 
Milbourne, who, he was sorry to say, was very seriously ill, and then 
referred to the valuable help their own keepers had received from 
Rough, Watford, George Hone, W. Smith, and others. They were 
also indebted to Mr. Henry Little, the Inspector of the Lower 
Thames, who was always ready to give them his assistance, and 
to P. C. Myers, who had obtained two convictions for snatching. 
He believed they were all united in the one common cause of 
suppressing all evils, and in vindicating the’ laws of the fishery 
they had not shown any desire to be harsh or oppressive to the 
offenders. Mr. Spreckley concluded a most practical address by 
uniting the names of Alfred Thompson and G. J. Rough with the 
toast. Both of these men briefly responded. Mr. H. B. Terrill, ina 
very impr essive speech, proposed ‘‘ The Thames Angling Preser- 
vation Society,” claiming for it the toast of the evening. He 
would only touch upon two points out of many others in order to 
show the value of the society in connection with Thames angling 
interests: First of all, the netting of the reservoirs, which would 
place in the river about ten tons weight of good fish; and then the 
valuable work of the committee in reference to the proposed by- 
laws, and in inducing the conservators to bring about a revision 
of the old rules. After some complimentary remarks of the 
labours of Mr. Spreckley, and the time and money he had bestowed 
in the protection and preservation of the fishery, he concluded by 
connecting that gentleman’s name with the toast. Mr. Spreckley, 
in returning thanks, remarked that he was always ready to help 
forward the interests of the river by night or by day. He had not 
unfrequently been out on the river when many of them were 
comfortably at home smoking their cigars, or perhaps in bed; 
and besides spending days and hours on the river, he and Mr. 
Brougham were engaged in Cannon Street for hours together, 
sometimes three and four days in the week, talking over matters 
connected with the work of the Society. In addition to this, 
their head keeper, Alfred Thompson, wrote to him two or three 
times a week. ‘There was plenty to do, and he would always be 
ready, with the assistance of his committee, to doit. He then 
called upon Mr. Alfred Nuthall and Mr. F. C. Clench to make 
some remarks. Mr. Nuthall, in very appropriate language, 
referred to the work of the Society in relation to the protection of 
the fishery, and assured those present he was always ready to do 
his part in looking after the river. Mr. F. C. Clench, in the. 
course of an excellent speech, referred to’ the desirability of 
extending the abolition of netting as low down as Kew Bridge. 
He was quite sure their chairman was favourable to it, and that 
he would be the means of accomplishing so desirable a result. 


Jan. 27, 1833] 


When that was done the name of Mr. 
be handed down to future generations as. one of the greatest 
benefactors the anglers had ever had. Mr. F. C. Clench pro- 
posed “‘ The Press,” coupling with the toast the names of Mr. R. B. 
Marston, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, and Mr. Drewitt, to each of whom 
they were greatly indebted for literary and other labours con- 
nected with angling. Mr. R. B. Marston, in his reply, referred to 
the work of the proposed National Fish Culture Association, 
which would benefit not only old Father Thames, but every river 
inthe country. Those places where the stock of fish had de- 
creased would then abound with fish life. They would be able, 
he believed, to increase the stock of. Thames trout, and to add 
fish by thousands and tens of thousands to their rivers. He 
referred to the fact that some anglers said the fishermen sent false 
reports of the “‘takes”’ of fish to the press. He did not believe 
it—(hear, hear,)—because a man who did that was. sure 
to be found out and shunned by all who heard of it. Mr. 
J. P. Wheeldon, after expressing the pleasure he felt in meeting 
the keepers and fishermen on these occasions, made some com. 
plimentary remarks on the character of the Thames fishermen 
from his own experience, which were listened to with great 
attention. Mr. Drewitt, as a local representative of the Press, 
also returned thanks, and condemned the idea of those who 
denounced the truthfulness of the fishermen’s reports as exceed- 
ingly unjust. He had some experience in these matters when his 
friend, Mr. Brougham, supplied him with reports of fishing, and 
he was always ready to confirm their accuracy. He believed if 
fishermen gave untruthful reports they would be the losers by it. 
Mr. Alfred Nuthall, in a highly ‘complimentary speech, gave 
“The health of Mr. W. H. Brougham,” and said it was a great 
thing for the Society to possess a secretary of so much ability and 
energy. Mr. Brougham replied by saying it would be no egotism 
on his part in laying claim to being the father of these entertain- 
ments, and he was very proud of the parentage. When he com- 
menced them fifteen years ago, Messrs. Mappin and Webb gavea 
silver cup for the keeper who:had been the most effective, and 
Messrs. J. C. Cording and Co. a waterproof coat. Both of these 
were continued for about three years. William Milbourne, who 
was then present, was the fortunate holder of one of the cups. 
Through the unfortunate circumstance of one of the river-keepers 
at that time spreading a report that the committee were enter- 
tained at the expense of the keepers, a resolution was passed that 
the committee should not in future be present on those occasions. 
He had, therefore, to act as the chairman until he persuaded Mr. 
Alfred Jardine to occupy that position, and which he annually 
occupied until their good friend, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, came 
amongst them. There was a sufficient proof that night of the 
present success of these gatherings, and of the attendance of the 
committee and friends. In his position as their secretary he 
should endeavour faithfully and honestly to discharge his duties, 
and to merit the confidence and regard of those who had so 
kindly and liberally supported him in carrying on these season- 
able entertainments to the men. These were the only toasts, 
and which were relieved by some capital songs from Messrs. 
Thomas Spreckley, J. P. Wheeldon, Drewitt, Weaver, G. Hone, 
W. Watford, C. Godfrey, Tame, and others, and a good recitation 
from Mr, Horne, the Egham lock-keeper. Mr. Spreckley referred 
to the tabular statement of fish caught at Walton last year which 
appeared in the Fisuinc Gazerre the week previous, from the 
en and personal testimony of Mr. H. E. Wood, of the Angler’s 
Hotel, at Walton. He was entitled to great praise for what he 
had done, and he hoped others in different parts of the river 
would follow Mr. Wood’s example. After some little discussion 
ibout the bream at Walton, Mr. A. Beningfield said he should be 
lappy to give aprize of £5 for the best conviction during the 
‘rear, and he hoped to be present next year to hand that amount 
wer to the successful keeper. George Hone, in quick response, 
iaid he should win it ; to which Mr. Beningfield replied, * If you 
lo I will make it £6.” ‘There are few that were present will 
orget the pleasant hours that were spent at the Sun Hotel, 
Kingston, on the evening of the 18th of January, and it was not 
intil nearly twelve o’clock when the company all separated. 


Thomas Spreckley would 



















TIVERTON FISHING ASSOCIATION, 
es annual meeting of the Tiverton Fishing Association 
> was held on Tuesday last at the Angel Hotel. Sir Jno. H. 
deathcoat-Amory, Bart., M.P., presided. There were present : 
—Messrs. H. Pidsley, W. Wratislaw, L. Unwin, J. O. Lazenby, 
- Barne, M. Quick, F. Folland, A. Barnett, W. N. Rowe, H. 
Wudford, Revs. R. B. Carew and G. W. Owen, &c. The finances 
vere found to be ina healthy condition, the expenditure being 
vithin the income. Sir J. H. Heathcoat-Amory was re-appointed 
ton.sec.; ‘T’.C. Daniel, Esq., president ; and the Rey. R. B. Carew, 
ice-president. The managing committee were re-appointed. 
Messrs. Hawkins and Lazarus were appointed keepers for the 
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up-water, and Lee for the down-water. The season to commence 
on February z, and close on September 1. The fishing is 
strictly confined to the artificial fly. Season tickets only issued, 
to non-residents two guineas. 

a 


MR. HOOLE’S NEW LIST OF CLUBS ENROLLED ON 
THE WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 


R. T. HOOLE, the hon. sec. of the Association, sends us 
the new list he has compiled. It gives the name and 
address of the society and the name and address of the secretary 
and the meeting nights of the 156 clubs enrolled in the above 
Association (in addition to this there are tbe Central and East 
Central Associations—the clubs enrolled in these two last-named 
associations are, of course, not included in this list), This alone 
makes it an indispensable work of reference for every club 
secretary, especially as the new visiting list will be out in a few 
days’ time. But, in addition to this, it gives information about 
fence months, sizes of fish (Thames standard and Association 
standard), sections from Thames by-laws, from the Fresh-water 
Fisheries’ Act, law as to fishing in private fisheries, &c. 

Copies of this list, which is nearly 3 feet long and 2 feet wide, 
can be had by anyone on applying to T. Hoole, Esq., Mortlake, 
and sending 1d. in stamps for copy. on paper or 2d., in stamps for 
copy on thick card. 

We should much like to receive similar: lists from the hon. 
secretaries of the other associations, for reference. 











THE SEMI-PUBLIC FISHING AT WINCHESTER, 
WE hear that Mr. Chalkley, the tackle maker and taxidermist, is to 
have the College water and mill pond, formerly held by John 
Hamniond; and having already the lower part of the Old Barge, he 
will have it all from above the bathing-place to the road where the 
drainage works are. Winnal is handed on to Mr. Cox, of Parchment 
Street, gun and tackle maker, Mr. Cox also has the St. Cross water, 
so that all these waters will be open to the public on much tke same 
terms that they were in Hammond’s time. A brace of fine pike were 
taken lately by Capt. Turle’s son at the bottom of tHe College water, 
which is a warning to the proprietors and lessees to be up and doing, 
wish to prevent further mischief from these ravenous brutes.— 
Lield. 4 
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THE GRESHAM. ANGLING SOCIETY 





THE meeting of this society on Tuesday last was welhattended, and: 


the members passed an extremely enjoyable evening, Walter Cottor, 
Esq., in the chair. 

After the reading of the minutes, Captain Alfred suggested that 
Mr. Parker might then conveniently bring forward. his motion with 
respect to the admission of life members, and after a short debate it 
was resolved that the society shall admit life members on payment of 
ten guineas, or five guineas providing the member resides more than 
twenty-five miles from the place of meeting—both propositions being 
unanimously carried. These terms are similar to those adopted by 


;many scientific societies, and although an innovation on the esta- 


blished rule of angling clubs, there appears no good reason why they 
should not work well, at least in the case of The Gresham. We may 
also note that the society is steadily extending its influence in the 
City, being about to add one of the leading members of the Court of 
Aldermen to its already strong list of vice- presidents. 

At the request of the chairman, Mr. Howse gave the society a few 
practical hints on waterproofing a line by the paraffir process, so 
recently adverted to by Mr, Marston in the FISHING GAZETTE, anda 
line dressel by Mr. Howse on that principie was handed round for 
inspection. The magnificent case of grayling (caught and presented 
by Dr, Brunton) was displayed for the first time. The fish have been 
very artistically arranged, from a special design by Captain Alfred, 
curator of the museum, and form a group such as are probably un- 
equalled in the collection of any angling society. They wi!l be shown 
at the Great International Fisheries Exhibition, with other specimens, 
the property of the society. 

At the close of the formal business on Tuesday, the customary 
musical selection was given, Mr. Winterbottom lending his ever- 
welcome aid, Messrs. Neville, Young, Gathercole, Parker, Crumplen, 
and others took part in the harmony, Mr, Brown giving several solos 
very effectively. The services of the latter, who is the society’s 
pianist, and, unfortunately, blind, were very deservedly acknowledged. 

On the happy suggestion of Messrs, Knechtli and Benningfield, a 
quiet collection was made in the room, to which every member 
present contributed, and the proceeds, which exceeded the sum 
anticipated, were handed to Mr. Brown, and suitably acknowledged 
by him. An exceptionally hearty vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. 
Cotton for presiding, after which the National Anthem brought the 
evening to aclose. 

Visitors interested in angling topics are always welcomed at the 
society’s meetings, and both members and _ visitors may now be 
assured of many pleasant evenings tocome. Papers are read regularly 
on the first Tuesday in every month, that on Tuesday, February 6th, 
being by-Mr, Edwin Frost, on ‘Fly-fishing.” The chair is taken 
punctually at 7 o’clock. $C, 

[See Dr. Weeger’s letter about the ‘improved paraffin” process 
in this week’s GAZETTE,—ED. ] 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WAlER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, JANUARY 27. 





Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge ae ‘ vaado2t maa ie 94-41 
Putney ., re a0 me AS! ols Bie Se +» 5.31 
Kew oe ee ° ° 5-51 oe ee 6.11 
Richmond .,. at “5 ee ORT T. * ays p03 





Ancholme District. 


The weather was delightfully fine during the early part of the week, and 
an improvement in fishing matters was the consequence. To-day there is 
quite a change—very sharp frost and high wind, which will have the effect of 
keeping the most hardened fishermen from the water side-—THoMAs Forp. 


Chichester. 


‘¢ Happy is the bride the sun shines on.’’ The weather generally during the 
week has been wretched, but Thursday was a brilliant exception to the rule— 
Chichester was en /éte ; Lord Henry Gordon Lennox having hooked, played, 
and landed a handsome bride. The holiday was taken advantage of by many 
rodsters to pursue their favourite sport away from the busy crowd. A few 
bream have been taken from the canal, and J hear of a fair take of perch near 
Hunston, the largest #lb. My visits to the water- side have been but few latterly, 
the canal bank being a mass of slub; thanks to the introduction of my_friend, 
Critchell, of the K waterproof boot, I can now revel in the mire with warm toes 
—a great boon to rheumatic ro¢sters like myself. The night fishing latterly 
has not been successful, and the weather too cold and boisterous to be pleasant. 
A large pike has been seen inthe canal, but up to the present has declined all 
invitations. This evening rain is again falling —GuorGE F. SALTER. 


Derwent (Chatsworth), 


This river is again in fair condition after the heavy rain of last week, and 
bottom-fishers have been doing well, killing chiefly with cockspur and brandling 
worms. There has been but little rise of grayling this week, the water being too 
discoloured. There has been frost for several nights which will greatly improve 
fishing. Prospects of sport seem all right for this week in the event of the 
weather keeping dry.— WHEATSHEAF HOTEL, 


Dove- 


Weather and water up to Tuesday iast were tolerably favourable, but I can’t 
say that a great many anglers have been out, and these were only locals. The 
trout season is not far off now, and piscators are no doubt reserving themselves 
until then. ‘The killing fly for grayling, since my last has been the winter dun 
which has accounted for a few ordinary baskets below Mayfield, about Uttoxeter 
and Ashbourne generally. A frost set in on Wednesday, but it had not existed 
long before a heavy storm of rain, hail, and snow descended. This, on Thurs- 
day (to-day) was followed by more frost and slight snow, and I fancy we are 
now in for another spell of winter. The worm is proving the best for coarse 
fish such as roach, perch, chub, and bream, all of which are now in the primest 
condition, and will soon be ready for spawning. —THE SPLODGER. 


Exe (Exeter). 


= On Saturday afternoon some of our rodsters were out, and some pike were 
taken in the river; also a few very fine perch by your humble servant with 
minnow, the largest over 1 lb. Since then the wind has been easterly, and but 
little doing. We only want some warmer weather and southerly or westerly 
winds and we shall do well, the river, at the time of writing, being in excellent 
order, and future prospects brighter than for some time past. Brandlings and 
live-minnows are taking some fine perchnow—the latter for choice, with that 
essential added, the ‘‘ FISHING GAZETTE trace,’’ the perfection of its class,— 
J. A. KELLEY. 
Tifracombe- 


Sea Fishing—for several days the weather has been unfavourable for boat- 
ing. The wind blowing strong from the east, with a heavy 
sea, made it impossible for the boats to hold to their anchors, 
but some fine fish have been brought in from the spillers. Saturday, 7 
cod, and 2 large skate, were brought in. 21st, 6 cod. Monday q ling and 
2cod. The largest ling caught for the season weighed 321b. Tuesday, 4 large 
cod weighing from 20 to 30lbeach, 2 thornbacks and 3 skate. Wednesday some 
pollock were caught with hand lines from the flat rock, and a quantity of small 
whiting pout from the jetty.—E. CoMER. 


Leicester. 


Since my last report, although we have been occasionally treated to gleams 
of sunshine of short duration, the weather has generally been dull, with rain. 
The waters in close proximity to Leicester remain thick and in bad condition 
for angling, consequently, but few have been out during this week. The pre- 
served waters at Aylestone have been visited by a few devotees with but poor 
success, which may have been expected under the circumstances. But Fittle 
angling is reported from any of the outlying places. At the time of writing 
(Thursday evening) the weather is dull, with indications of rain; water not 
very high, but coloured.—Atrrr. 
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Medway (Tonbridge). 

‘The river ran down nicely cn Tuesday, and, asa consequence, several takes 
were recorded, both amongst the jack, bream, roach, andclub. However, on 
Wednesday, down came the rain, and the consequence was that by to-day the 
mud was beautifully stirred up, with no signs of fishing for some days.—YE 
MEDWAY WATER Rat. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


“ Hope on, hope ever "’ is a motto especially applicable to anglers. The long- 
wished-for change in the weather has at last arrived, and dry winds, causing 
those sloughs of despond which met us ‘in every part of the river, to disappear. 
The weather, on the whole, has been most favourable this week, and some 
good bags offish have come to hand. Mr. Stockbridge, cf Marlow, took three 
jack going 7 Ib., 5 1b., and 331b.: a gentleman, fishing at Hambleden, got two 
jack, going 9 lb. the pair; Mr. Sturges took one jack, going 61b., at Hurley. 
Fishing from the Old Bell at Hurley, P. Turquet, M. Fry, and Berger caught 
some good fish; F. Bigsby, a fine perch weighing 14 lb.; and other gentle- 
men, from Golden Barbel, getting some good reach. Our old friend Coster, 
fisherman at Hurley, out with Mr. Weathered, the other day caught three 
dzen of the finest roach that have been taken from the river this year. I have 
other reports from Marlow and Henley of good takes of fish, so anglers may 
expect some sport should the weather continue fine. Coster informs me that 
a large otter has been shot by Rockel, fisherman, of Marlow, between Temple 
and Hurley Lock, taken into Marlow and exhibited. Weather very bright, 
with the wind N.E.—-Hurtry Trout. : 


Nene (Northampton). 

The river had been getting into good eondition for all-round fishing up to 
Wednesday, when the storm of snow and rain caused the river to rise and 
overflow its banks, and it will stop fishing for the next few days, and as the 
fish are on the feed itis a great pity. On Friday last, Messrs. Walker and 
Lewis, having permission for a few hours’ pike-fishing in a pond not far from 
town, had a merry time of it for about three hours, killing eight brace of pike, 
Mr. Walker killing five brace weighing 40 1b., Mr. Lewis three brace weighing 
25 lb. On Monday I heard of a brace ana half of pike being killed in Nene 
Angling Club upper water, one weighing 7 lb.; and nice samples of roach 
have been killed in the free water of the Borough.—T. F. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


The floods have now gone down, and the rivers are in good fishing order. 
Some fine sport was had yesterday (Wednesday) by members of the associa- 
tion,—E. P. 


Thames (Goring). 
Wafer now a little thick, in good order for roach and perch fishing with 
worms. During the past week some good perch have been taken, best day 2 
dozen of good perch, and 2 jack, largest jack 3 lb.—Joun Rusu. 


Thames (Oxford). 


Since I last wrote, we have been enjoying alternate bursts of sunshine and 
pitiless showers of sleet and rain, and as I write, it is pouring down as hard as it 
possibly can, An entirely fine day would, Ifear, disgust everyone. We have had 
somuch wet weather lately, that we quite enjoyit. On Saturday an angler (but my 
informant was unable to give his name) tookisevera] perch from the Spit, at the tail 
of Iffley Lock, close by the mill, two of which went respectively 15 1b. and1 Ib. 
1 oz. On the 21st the river was just between banks, but the low-lying portions 
ot Port Meadow were flooded; the water was green and clear, with just a slight 
soupcon of colour. A few people were fishing, but nothing haa been taken. In 
the by-stream, leading from Mr. Davis’s boat to Louse Lock, two men were 
trying, one with a live baitand worms and mionow, and the other with a 
ledger, but both were unable to get atouch. On the same day five jack were 
caught in Sandford’s Pool, averaging 2 lb. each. . There is a report current in 
the city, that the Kidneys, two pools running out of the river, just above the new 
O.U.B.C. house, on the opposite side, were netted last week, and twenty-eight 
jack, from 2 Ib. to 5 Ib. brought to bank. Next week I shall have full particu- 
lars ; but there are such things as actions for libel, so refrain from speaking too 
loudly. Ialways imagined all tributaries of the Thames, for a quarter of a mile 
oftheir course or length, were under the Conservancy Rules—a body, by the bye, 
who seem to exercise a very grandmotherly governance over the water they are 
supposed tocontrol. To-day Mr. Heavars was out between Oxford and 
Iffley ; but the water was in such a state of slush, that he was unable to get a « 
touch, An angler coming from Sandford reports the river below the Lock was 
finer and fishable, but won’t be so to-morrow.—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Fishing yesterday with Dr. Friend, Lewin, and F. Warren-Hetcher, Esq. , 


j 


Thames (Sonning-) | 


I caught a fine jack weighing 12 lb. on Nottingham tackle, which gave us 

some rare sport. Between us we also secured a fine basket of perch, the 

largest cf which turned the scale at 2} Ib., several others running over 1 lb. 

The river is rapidly running off, and the water is again getting into capital ” 
condition for all-round fishing.—W. HvLL, French Horn Hotel. 


Thames (Twickenham)- 
Wind south-west ; weather like spring ; the water is fining down to a nice 
colour, and we are getting some good roach and dace, Mr. Beard taking ten 
dozen of fine fish in one day. Jack Spong has taken twenty-five dozen of good — 
fish during the week. ‘Tides will suit for next week whole day fishing. A 
gentleman from Teddington has had some very large takes of perch from 


Trent (Newark). ; 
The water has been in fairish condition most of the week, and several anglers 
have been out, but the sport on the Lower Trent has been of the most meagre 
description, a few roach, dace, bream and chub, with an occasional pike being 


about the extent of the captures ; thecockspur worm doing the mostexecution — 
among the former fish, and the live bait the latter; the backwaters being the — 


most productive, if I may be allowed the term, of jacky sport. Above Newark 
in the direction of S:oke, Fiskerton and upwards, the sport has been a little 
better, several very nice dishes of fish having been taken. Chub have taken 
kindly to pith and brains and perished in consequetice, while both cockspur 
worms and maggots have killed roach and dace ; butas I have just remarked — 
only a very fortunate few have succeeded in getting a decent fish. An old. 
friend of mine tried the chub for an hour last Saturday, and got three decent 
fish, biggest about 23 lbs., cockspur worm doing the trick. We had promised 
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ourselves a day among the chub this week, and were making preparations 
accordingly ; but I see it is no use reckoning without our host in this uncertain 
climate, for on Wednesday afternoon and night rain fell very heavily, so to day 
the river is tearing down in flood, and about the colour of mustard, quite 
knocking on the head all hopes of chub and pike fishing for a few days. 
Thursday night — River quite out of sorts, pu'se very high and feverish ; 
no use fishing, fish could not see a bait even in a slow swim.—THEr TRENT 


OTTER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


I have pleasure in stating that more fish have been killed this week than his 
been the case for some weeks past. A large number of splendid pike have been 
caught in the Blackpool at Weston, some have been’got in the river and at 
Shardlow. The fish have run and fed freely, nine falling to the lot of one 
angler alone. My ‘‘ mysterious’ friend, Mr. S. Sills, has also been extremely 
busy, getting on Tuesday, in one of the upper reaches, half a dozen splendid 
fish The largest, a female, weighed 12 lb., and the smallest about 7} lb. All 
were got with the live-bait. Coarse fishing has not been neglected. On Tues- 
day, at Weston, one of the subscribers caught with the cockspur worm eight 
beautiful roach averaging fully 1 1b. each. The biggest, in fact, weighed 141b; 
and one of 1 lb, 144 0z , has been brought to bank at Radcliffe.—THE MAN AT 
THE CLUBS, 

Tweed and Teviot- 


Duiing the past week some amount of bait-fishing for trout has been indulged 
in, and in some instances with much success ; the most successful angler being 
' Mr James Oliver, who on Tweed, on Saturday last killed 9 lb. of trout; Mr. 
D. Malcolm, who this week had fully 6 lb., and Mr. Jas. Mabon, who had a 
basket of fully 5 lbs. Several other baskets of from 3 lb. to 5 Ib. have also 
been got—all on Tweed. Spawning on both rivers is now near to a close, and 
many of the ‘‘ pairs” have by this time already made their way to the sea, the 
oftsrecurring small floods that we have had of late, having been most 
beneficial in this respect. I have still to note the appearance of 
diseased fish inthe rivers; some of them being very badly affected. In one 
instance that came under my observation, I saw a very large salmon, I 
should say about 40 lb., literally covered with the fungus, and not 
twenty yards from where it was lying were about a dozen others, more or less 
affected, while in other parts of the river I saw several dead and others seem- 
ingly in a dying state. On the whole, however, things are not nearly as bad as 
we have seen them ; anc the effects of the recent floods must have been to clear 
away a great number of the diseased and spawned fish, who willfnow bs recupera- 
ting in the salt water at the mouth of the river. To-day (Thursday) Tweed was in 
flood ; the gauge at Kelso bridge registering between 4 and 5 feet, but by mid- 
day it had fallen Ene S atk As the fishing on both Tweed and Tevoit com- 
mences on Thursday next, this: opportune flood wi'l have a good effect on the 
bringing up of clean fish, and taking the spawners to the sea. Large numbers 
of clean salmon have been seen taking the mouth of the Till, and as this isa 
good indication that the fish are already ascending the river, anglers are looking 
forward to having a fair spring season once the fishing fairly sets in and the 
weather turns to be more fayourable-—Max WHEEL. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire) 


Both this river and the Yore have up to the beginning of this week been 
out of order for grayling fishing; on Monday and Tuesday they were both in 
fair order, but I heard of no good baskets being made. To day (Wednesday) 
another of those tornadoes which our American friends are so fond of predicting 
has visited us, and no doubt a flood down both rivers will be the result.— 
Francis M. WaLsran. 


Witham (Boston). 


Angling on the Witham and the neighbouring drains has at last become a 
moderately pleasura::le operation. Wehave hai little orno rain for more 
than a week, and we have had drying and colder wind, which, along with 
frosts on two or taree nights, has made the banks something like navigable 
without boats or mud-boots. And the frosts have done good in other ways. 
Master jack has been awakened, and he is prowling about his every-day 
haunts with more freedom and a better appetite.. Rather more visitors have 
come down during the week, and their luck, in the way of takes, has been 
better than for some time past. The thorough angler is a very philosophic 
individual, and can bear disappointment pretty well, as has been proved by the 
equanimity of temper displayed when they have arrived here of late and 
found sport impossible; and, therefore, it is satisfactory to note that fish have 
been caught by them. A good many have been pretty successful, in fact ; but 
edie hed are scanty. At Langrick, Chapel Hill, and other points, the takes 

ave run up to four, five, and six for the day in some-cases, and though no 
“«monster’* has been laid hold of, fish have been caught runningup to 7} Ibs. 
One of the latter weight fell toa Sleaford angler at Chapel Hill. At Savory’s, 
in addition to pike, some fine perch were taken by Mr. Macdonald. Pike 
have also been kiiled more freely on the drains. On the Forty-foot there has 
been some goood sport, though they have been smallish—the best I have 
heard of, was one of 531b. by Mr. Overton—and they have been found in 
Sibsey drain, the Hobhole, and others. Perch, of good size, have also been 
taken from the Forty-foot, and there have been some very decent takes of roach 
on the Bargate, the Hobhole, and the Forty-foot. On the whole, conditions 
are more pleasing and better for the sportsmen than for three months past.— 
THE YELLOW BELLy. 

Wye and Derwent. 


The bottom fishers on various parts of the Derwent did fairly well, both on 
Saturday and Monday, with both maggots and cockspur worms for baiting, the 
worms killing the greatest quantity of fish. Since then there has been very 
little fishing done, as the wind has been very boisterous, and it has been bitter 
cold—not at all fit for anglers to.be out at the river side. Last night (Wednes- 
day) there wasa very great quantity of both rain and snow fell, which has quite 
disturbed these rivers again ; so there will be nothing else but bottom and pike 
fishing for next week. There will be no fly-fishing on these rivers for another 
fortnight.—G. J. EaTon. 


Yore (Hawes). 


A few fish have been taken since my last. The river was in high flood yes- 
terday evening, but is to day in fine fishing trim. I expect this’ week to have 
the house pulled down about my ears for my audacity in advocating the admis- 
sion of salmon to all the water it was practicable to give them access to. I gave 
some of my rezsons la-t week, and I think I can give the very best reason in 
favour of my hobby in the present issue. I will, like the Scotchman, give 
my reason in the form ofa question: Why should trout and grayling fishers 
seck to monopolise for the sake of pleasure or sport the miles of ground 


that could be made available for the production of tons upon tons of food for 
the people? I look upon it asa great national loss that the scores of miles that 
might be made to produce food for the people should be left idle, simply to satisfy 
the sporting proclivities of the few who can afford both time and money to 
follow their hobby elsewhere. There are plenty of trout streams to which it would 
be an impossibility to make it possible for salmon to ascend. Since the intro- 
duction of the trout licence inthe EdenI have it on good authority that 
there has been a simultaneous increase of trout and salmon inthe neighbourhood 
of Appleby. This does not look like the destruction of “happy hunting 
grounds.’’ When the ‘‘ March Brown”’ has been oninthe Lune, I have seen 
the broad streams of that river literally alive from bank to bank, and that, too, 
at a time when the river was full of rippers. The trout are not near so nume- 
rous as they used to be in this neighbourhood, and I have no hesitation in 
saying this is due to the wholesale pozching that is carried on. Whi'e poachers 
can Cispose of their fish with the facility they do, they will continue their work. 
Many stone, I am given to understand, are poached from ‘‘The Streams ’”’ 
every year. This last year two individuals had the audacity to follow their ne- 
farious work in the middle of the afternoon. This was well known, yet nothing 
was done by our angling association officials. Most of the farmers and owners 
of land who reside on the riverside own and work at every available 
opportunity their cowl net, and if they happen to make a good haul 
it is soon the subject of general conversation, and nothing further is 
heard of it. If salmon is (what I very much doubt) destructive to trout 
poaching is much more so, I will, therefore, choose the lesser evil,and vote for 
the introduction of salmon plus watchers. With respect to A. R. I. E. L’s.’? 
remarks as to my testimony that grayling will take the minnow, I must say, 
that I most decidedly meant the natural minnow. We use minnows of from 13 to 
to 13 inches long on the old-fashioned snap tackle of two hooks. The trout 
season will commence here the middle of next month, and I wonder how many 
different curings of salmon spawn they will be tempted with. Holders of this 
bait are asking nine and ten shillings per lb. forit. Ian safely say stones 
come into this district from below Aysgarth Force, and from the West 
country rivers. No stone is left unturned to get hold of the poor “ trouties,’’ 
I can tell you, Mr. Editor. Is it not time something was done ?—J. Corry. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Arnold, roach, 3 1b. 153 oz.; Mr. Lewis, bream, 10} oz. ; Mr, Carring- 
ton, chub, 2 lb. 3} 0z., perch, 15} 0z., roach, 1 lb. 13} oz.; Mr. Dwelley, 
chub, I Ib. 54 0z , roach, 13} 0z. Members are requested to attend next 
Wednesday to receive new prize card, subscription book, and alterations of 
rules,—J. WORLEDGE. 





BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the Battersea Friendly Angling Society fished a match on 
the 21st ins‘, First prize, a painting, Old Send Church, near Woking, by our 
late member, Mr. W. F.Webb; second prize, presented by an honorary member. 
First prize was taken by Mr. T. Smith, the second not taken. A contest fur 
novices was fished at Windsor for two prizes presented by Messrs, Mumford 
and Martin, which were taken by Messrs. E. F. Sampson and A. Sampson. 
Takes during the week:—Mr. A. Sampson, sen , a nice show of jack, largest 
4 lb. 20z. ; Mr. T. Smith, a fine showofroach. A special general meeting on 
Tuesday next, January 30th, for election of officers and other important 
business. Members are requested to attend. Secretaries of clubs and other 
gentlemen having ickets for concert in aid of the widow and children of the 
late W. F. Webb are requested to make a return of tickets sold by fuesday 
next, January 30.—GEO. MuMForD, hon. secretary. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

We had a well-attended meeting of members on the 24th, and have added to 
the number of our happy family of anglers. Mr, Keeble offers a pair of opera- 
glasses as a prize for the heaviest carp.—MILES DOUGHTY, sec. 


Jan. 24. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above elub went out on the 21st inst. fora series of 
prizes. The match was a roam where they pleased. The following gentlemen 
were successful :—Mr. C, Lamb, roach; Mr. Hadkiss, roach and chub; Mr. 
Hastings, sen., roach and dace; Mr. J. Whitmore, roach; Mr. Hastings, 
jun., roach; and Mr. Dix, roach.—T. G. WALKER. 


Jan. 25. 





CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. C. Bowman saved the society from a blank on the 2oth, with one jack 
31b. 100z The prizes for the gross weight of tish for two Sundays were 
won by Messrs. Chambers, Bowman, and Lee, in the order named.—F. 
CHAMBERS. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. _ 

On the 7th Mr. Nitz weighed in a jack from the Rye House, saving the club 
from a blank. On the 14th, Mr. C:stell had perch from the Thames at Wrayse 
bury, the best fish weighing a pound. On the 21st Messrs. Chambers and Castell 
weighed in roach and dace from King’s Langley, and Mr. Nitz a jack from the 
Lea. We fish a pegged~down match on the 28th at King’s Langley for several 
prizes.—Cas, 

EALING DEAN CON VIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Notwithstanding the state of the weather, our chainnan, Mr. F. A, West, 
paid a visit to Harefield on Monday last, and secured five roach weighing 
3 Ib. 3 oz, the best fish scaling 15¢, I 1}, and 10} oz. respectively. A tubse- 
quent visit from other members proved a blank. Replying to the “ Cherwell 
Otter’? in your last issue, we have no “prize rules.” —J. G. LE GRys, sec. 





EDMONTON AND TOTIENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Notice to members, that Wednesday, February 7th, 1883, is quarterly night. 
Any angler desiring to fish the piece of water called the Hyde, situated in 
Edmonton, can only do so by obtaining a ticket from the bailiff at the water, 
or at the club house, the above club having rentsd the same,—W. G. 
GARDNER. 
January 23. 
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GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 

There was'a good show of fish atthe club house on the 21st, brought in by 
Messrs. King, Maybury, G. Hughes, Tiney, &c. There was a full attendance 
of members on Tuesday last, and some important: business was gone through. 
A letter was received and read from Mr. Charles Bates, who was duly enrolled 
an honorary member of this society ; a hearty vote was given to him, wishing 
him a pleasant voyage anda safe return from America. Our annual supper 
takes place on February 27, Mr. H, J. Tibbatts, chairman; Mr. George 
Groom, vice-chairman. The members are going to fish for twelve valuable 
prizes on the 28th inst. at Ware, all pegged down.—R, MurPHy. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The following members weighed in on the 20th. J. K. Fitch, perch, 2 Ib. 
6 oz; Armstrong, roach, 2 1b. 14 0z.; Parkin, 2 lb. 2 oz.; F. Watling, 4 Ib. 
13 0z; Baillie, jack, 2 Ib. 3 oz.; Young, roach, 3]b 60z. Messrs. J. Fitch, 
Porter, Theobald, C. Major, W. Watling, and Baker also weighed in roach, 
—J. A. FITCH, jun., sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above society held its meeting on Monday last, when attention was called 
by the secretary to the unpleasant fact that, while members of the society were 
trying all they possibly could to catch good fish honourably by bringing dace 
from the Thames to try our waters, he was sorry to inform the society that 
large consignments of not less than half-a-ton of splendid fish were sent to 
Manchester and other places, which fully justifies the action taken by the con~ 
servators at Norwich, and others, in trying to make it an offence against 
their laws by netting the rivers, whether it is a proper-sized mesh or not ; and 
all good and true anglers will feel thankful to those gentlemen for the active 
part they have taken, for some of the fish sent away last week would very 
likely have been exhibited at the coming exhibition but for this netting, which, 
if information is any way correct, brings in more to the poacher than by sending 
his wherry on legitimate trade. The only hope is that when this gentleman 
is again caught, that the magistrates will consider that this man boasts of the 
enormous money he gets openly, and that the salesman he sends to pay his 
fines ; and in the hope that this may meet the eye of the salesman, I wou'd 
caution him that he may find the law stronger than his pocket can bear, because 
my ‘‘friend”’ the poacher, that sends him the fish, has been convicted of poaching 
on land as well as water, and will have the eye of the police on his movements 
until the by-law referred to comes into force, which will be before the angling 
season sets in.—J. LARK, sec, 





HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 
The fembers of the above society fished a pegged-down match for five prizes 
to-day, Ist prize being taken by Mr. Bass, with jack; 2nd prize, by Mr. A. 
Williams, with roach; 3rd prize, by Mr. H. Cook, with roach; 4th prize, by 
Mr. Furlong, with roach; 5th prize, by Mr. Walford, with roach. Mr. W. 
Rider and Pleydell, junr., had perch.—C. J. MILLin. 
Jan, 21. : 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. | 

On the 21st inst. thirty-two members of this old and flourishing society fished 
in the river Lea for eight valuable prizes, the boundary being from the gate at 
Black Pool, above the Rye House, to the Horse Bridge by the Fish and Eels. 
Fishing commenced at 10.30 a.m. Fish were counted at the Rye House at 6 
p-m., and weighed in the club house at 9.30, with the following result :—J. 
Stokes, one jack, 8 lb, 9} oz; this is our youngest member and first attempt 
at jack fishing, taken with fine tackle procured of our old friend, Johnny 
Benjamin, Cambridge Road, Mile End; 2nd, J. Merrick, roach, 8 lb. 3 02. ; 
3rd, W. Cooper, roach, 6 lb. 1 oz ; 4th, J Maxwell; 5th, Steadman; 6th, A. 
Pollard; 7th, A. Huttemore; 8th, J. Dipple-—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members will compete for two special prizes, given by Messrs. B. Crook 
and H. Butt, on February 11, members to choose their own fishing water, all 
fish weigh, no competitor to leave London before the morning of the competi- 
tion. The following is an account ofa beautiful bit of sport Mr. J. W. Morgan 
had on Thursday, the 18th inst. :—Chub, 21b., 1 lb. 80z., 1 lb. 2 0z.; roach, 
I lb. 40z., 1 lb. 4 oz., 1 1b., 1 1b., 13 02z., 13 0Z., 12 0Z., II OZ, II OZ., 10 02Z., 
14 0Z., 140z.; dace, 13 0z., t10z.; perch, 2lb., 1 1b. 120z., 1b. 13 oz., 1 Ib., 
13 0z.; twenty-two fish in all; total weight, 23 1b. 30z. The above were 
teken between the hours of 9 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. (five hours anda half), with 
a tight rgach line, in 2 feet 6 inches of water. Gentles were the bait used. Some 
are in the hands of Mr. J. Barrett, of Diss Street, Hackney Road, for pre- 
servation to commemorate the event. 


Jan. 24. 








KINGSWOOD AND DISTRICT ASSOCIATION. 

A contest of a very interesting character took place at Hanham Mills on 
Saturday last, between the members of the above association. ‘There was, 
however, only a limited number of members who turned out, partly owing to 
its being known that the river there has been so fearfully netted. The com- 
mittee had given them for this purpose, by members and friends, about a dozen 
prizes (they never take anything from the funds to be fished for) to be given to 
successful competitors at the rate of one prize to every fourth man. Owing 
to the dirty state of the water and the reason stated above, the numbers of 
fish caught were very few. Mr. Geo. Summerill, who on two previous occa- 
sions has been successful in taking first prizes, was again in his old place, 
Mr, T. Wiltshire following close behind his heels with the same number of fish, 
but less in weight. Mr. T. Fudge came third, and Mr. H. Wiltshire fourth. 
Mr. J. Iles won a very nice pistol by catching the lowest weight of fish, which 
he presented to the association for starting and finishing future contests. We 
hope to have another contest before the close season, in a different place, 
when the committee hope that all the members (about forty) will compete.— 
H. WILTSHIRE. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On the 14th inst., Mr. Harris weighed in 5b. 3 0z. dace; Mr. Holmes, 
4lb. 7 oz. dace; Messrs. Hillier and Aldis, perch; Mr. W. Roxbee, chub and 
roach; and Mr, Stead, perch, roach, and dace. On the 21st., Mr. Weaver, 
perch and roach, and Mr. Aldis, jack.—H. . 

Jan, 25. 





PATRIOTIC ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Several members of the above were out on the 21st, Mr. R. Poole, however, 
being the only successful one, with nearly 41b. of bream from Amberley, one 
weighing over 24 lb.—H, A, FULLER, sec. 
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READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

This association has just acquired a twenty years’ lease, at a nominal rent, 
of the valuable rights of fishing in the well-known ‘‘Clappers’’ weir pool at 
Reading. The pool has been sadly ‘‘ ottered’’ for years by a few unsportsman- 
like persons, but will, no doubt, now it is to be properly preserved, afford excel- 
lent sport to the members of the association in a few years. We understand 
that the committee of the association are negotiating for other private fishing 
in the neighbourhood. The annual meeting and dinner of the association will 
take place at the Great Western Hotel, Reading, on Tuesday, February 13. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 
On the 21st, Messrs. Grant and Marsh visited Twickenham, and managed 





to get some dace that would measure according to the society’s rules. It was a- 


hard matter todo. They caught a wellfull of dace, and could only find 
about 8 that would go according to Thames rules. On the first Sunday in 


February all members will go to Kingston and fish from the drain to the — 


cottage for a guinearod given by Mr. Canton, anda 1os 6d. book of tackle, 
given by Mr. Halmon. On February 7th, 1883, a supper will take place at 
our headquarters, the Albion, Rodney Road, Walworth. Members and 
friends wishing to joinus are requested to communicate with the secretary, 
on or before the 3rd February, 1883. or the competition of the 4th February, 
7883, Mr. IF, H. Dale will give two gallons of pickles as a consolation prize.— 

IXIE. 





SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORTAL SOCIETY. 

As usual, the members met at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E., on 
Wednesday last, at 8.30. Mr. James Garton gave his promised paper on 
‘* Jack and Jack-fishing,’’ which was very interesting and instructive. Mr. 
James Smith, sen., in the chair. There were a good number of members and 
visitors present, many of them taking part in the discussion which followed. 


. Mr. James Smith, sen., had some nice jack on the 21st, one scaling 6} 1b. 





STANLEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Patience and perseverance on the part of our members this week have not 
met with that due reward which those who exercise these virtues are supposed 
to merit, for, with one exception, all of us who have been out in the hope of 
securing fish have been wofully disappointed. Mr. Wheatstone weighed in 
from private water 1531b. of jack and a roach of 1 lb. # oz. At our ordinary 
meeting last night, amongst others we were favoured with a visit from our old 
friend and member, Mr. George Tracey, who told us that he had been to 
America, and we look forward with pleasure to a recital of some of his 
doings there~-piscatorial and sporting.—G. E. W. ; 


THE LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 2Ist inst. in numbers ; they showed some 
handsome shows of fish: Our trays were all filled, this being the best show for 
some Sundays past. The following members weighed in fish: Mr. Hurwood, a 
handsome show of roach and some perch; Mr. Scott, a handsome show of 
roach; Mr. Parker, avery handsome show of chub; Mr. Keene, jack; Mr. 
Humphreys, roach; Mr. Moore, jack; Mr. Letch, roach and dace; Mr. 
Petrie, roach and dace; Mr. Thompson, roach; Mr. H. Raine, dace.—W. 
H. EVAns, sec. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

One of those popular and enjoyable institutions, the second of the season, 
took place in the club-room, Ashley’s Hotel, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, 
on Monday evening last. The spacious room, which was well filled, was 
admirably arranged for these social gatherings, by a series of separate tables 
accommodating parties of eight or ten each, with a cross table at the top for 
the chairman and friends. Mr. T. N. Harrisson, who is the principal caterer 
onthese occasions, and conducts the arrangements with great spirit, was 
unanimously voted into the chair, and Mr. Francis H. Lemann, a most able 
coadju!or occupied the vice-chair. Amongst those present were :—Dr. Brunton, 
Dr.Startin, Dr. Watts, Dr.Coates. Messrs. J.Pattisson, David Goodyer, Thomas 
Crumplen, W. B. Adlington, W.H. Brougham, H. Gray, James Lander, 


C. P. Wheatstone, J. Ross-Faulkner, Thomas Huggett, E. Foreman, George ~ 


Robinson, R. S. Fennings, T. Dawson, A. G. Hammack, M. H. Blamey, B. 

Perelli-Rocco, E, Walker, J. G. Andrew, EH. Hill, E. R. Harley, R. W. 

Heeney, -G. Thorn, W. Farmedge, E. Shea, Selwyn Graham, &c., and there 
was anunusually great combination of vocal and instrumental talent. The 
concert opesed with a brilliant fantasia on the pianoforte, and from nine 
o’clock until after twelve there was a rapid succession of songs and glees. The 
comic element was not forgotten, some of the songs being rendered in character, 
and Mr, Heeney gave in first-rate style his musical description of an opera, 
which was highly appreciated. It would be difficult to make any selection, 
either of songs or singers, in a three hours’ concert, where all was done so well, 

and it was most gratifying to those connected with the society to witness so 
many gentlemen of such superior talent coming forward to contribute to their 
amusement, There was only one interruption to the proceedings of the even- 

ing, and that a most agreeable one, occasioned by the return of Mr. George 
Robinson, a devoted and skilful angler, froma day’s fishing in the public 
waters of the Avon, with a magnificent show of pike. As each tray passed up 

to the chairman's table there were loud demonstrations of applause, and Mr. 
Robinson himself came in foran ovation. It was then announced that Mr. R. 

had weighed in 110 lb. 13 oz. of pike; there were thirteen fish, the largest 
weighing 12} 1b. Mr. J. G. Andrews, who was also expressively cheered, 
brought up a tray of fish from the Thames, consisting of a fine specimen chub 

of 4 1b. 5 0z. and 7 lb. weight ofroach. Towards the close of a most enjoyable 
evening, the chairman gave the toast of ‘*The Visitors,” and heartily thanked. 
those gentlemen who had so kindly given their musical services. Dr. Watts, 
in avery kind manner, responded. Mr. David Goodyer, in his usual happy 


way, proposed ‘* The Chairman,’’ and Dr. Coates, in felicitous terms, that of - 


‘¢ The Vice-Chair.’’? Mr. T. Norman Harrisson and Mr. F. H. Lemann briefly 
replied. ‘he chairman then gave ‘‘ Success to the Piscatorial Society,’’ which 
was most enthusiastically responded to. There was only one regret, that with 
so much talent the hours were so few, and the services of the vocalists thereby 
limited. At the hour of twelve o’clock, Dr. Brunton, who is a most popular 
member of the society, brought the evening toa termination by leading the 
good old melody of ‘* Auld Lang Syne,’’ in which all very heartily joined, and 
as each passed out of the room there was a_ parting word and a strong hope 
expressed that ‘‘ the sooner there was another smoking concert the better.’’ B. 


THE STOKE NEWINGTON. 
The anniversary supper took place on Thursday, the 18th inst., and was very. 
well attended, several old friends putting in an appearance to wish the society 
every success, Messrs; Webb, Brooks, Hall, Machin, Whitmore, the Bros. 
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Wilkinson, Mr. Harper, sen , &c., contributed some excellent songs, a vote 
of thanks to the proprietor, Mr. E. Tomkyns, bringing a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening toa close, On the 21st inst. the members competed for three prizes at 
Ware, Mr. W. Read winning the first, Mr. W. Webb second, and Mr. T. 
Gretton third. The first named gentleman, while roach-fishing with hair, 
hooked and landed a trout, estimated at nearly 2 Ib. weight. Of course it had 
to be returned to the water, and Mr. Read calls it hard luck. The next 
meeting night will be Wednesday, February 7th.—THos. GreTron. 





a 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Notice to the members of the above society.—The jack and perch- fishing 
match which was to take place at Pulborough has been cancelled on account of 
the flooded state of the river, but it will be fished on the 4th of February in the 
Association water in the new river Wey, Weybridge. The above ‘society will 
pay a friendly visit to the Peckham Brothers on Tuesday next, the 30th, when 
I hopea most enjoyable evening will be spent.—RoacurEr. 





WALWORTH WALTONITANS. 
» On the 21st the members of the above competed for four prizes. Several 
of them visited Kingston ; the takes were rather small. Mr. Bayley succeeded 
in getting some dace. Mr. Piolaine succeeded in taking tae first prize, with 
roach, dace, and gudgeon, from Staines. On the 22nd another competition 
took place for several prizes; Messrs. Brown and Cain tried Kingston—the 
last named got a few dace. Mr. Delehaye, sen., won the first prize, with a 
trifle over 31b. of roach, dace, perch, and gudgeon, from the ‘‘Queen’s 
River.’’—PIx1Ik. 
WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The fifth annual dinner of the above society took place on Tuesday, the 22nd, 

at the Colville Hotel. Mr. Evans in the chair, Mr. Buttery vice-chair. The 


’ capital dinner provided by Mr. Gascoigne, the worthy host, was thoroughly 


+r 


enjyed. Invitations had been sent to Messrs. Geen, Hoole, and Bonvoisin. 
Mr. Hoole was unfortunately unable to attend. After the usual loyal and 
patriotic toasts, the chairman gave ‘‘ Continued Prosperity tothe West Central 
Association and its President, Secretary, and Chairman,’’ to which Mr. 
Bonvoisin replied in his usual lucid style, explaining the association was work~ 
ing perhaps slowly but surely, and bringing about a reformation which would 
give pleasure to thousands of anglers, and even benefit those who, in their ig- 
norance, have depleted or poisoned our rivers.. He thought, however, it would 
have been left to Mr. Geen, who always favoured us with his company, and 
whose namie was connected with the toast tothe Thames Angling Preservation 
Society.’ The presentation of prizes, amounting to nearly £40, and the giving of 
prizes for the coming season, took up so much time, that Mr. Geen was obliged 
to say good night before the toast was given, much tothe regret of the mem- 
bers, who, however, did their best to make up for it by subscribing something 
ver £3 to the T. A. P. S. and the netting of reservoirs, per Mr. Spreckley. 
About £45 was promised as prizes for the next season, including a handsome 
chromo in gilt frame, for the largest fish (bir jack) each month during the 
year, presented each month as won by Mr. Harrison, who has been very liberal 
during the past season. The specimen prize was won by Mr. G. Hulbert, 
amounting to 5 guineas and a 2} guinea chromo. The specimen prize this 
year is worth nearly £12, and will probably be increased before the list is 
printed. A vote of thanks to the chairman and others having been duly 
recorded, the meeting broke up at half-past two, after having spent a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening.—H. ADEANg, sec, 





EXTRAORDINARY CATCH OF SALMON. . 

I GET the following from California, and have every reason to believe 
it is quite correct, although to many the amount of fish will appear 
astounding. Captain Keernan, of the fishing smack Savah, was 
prospecting for salmov on Monteguma Slough, which is connected 
with the Sacramento river, a new fishing,.drift, and some 9000 fish 
were landed in the course of a very few days at the Canneries—so 
tinned salmon should be cheap, not alone in the States, but in Eng- 
land, this year.—H. E. W. in Land and Water. 





To FISHERY OWNERS, ASSOCIATIONS, PISCICULTURISTS, &c.— 
There is an advertisement from a keeper, who seems to be a useful 
man,.in our paper this week. 


‘““WHAT’S your occupation ?’’ asked a judge of a “drunk”? who 
came up for inspection in the morning. ‘‘I’m a caulker, sir,’ was the 
reply. ‘A caulker!” exclaimed the judge; ‘what an inaptitude of 
language; I should say you were an uncorker! Give him sixty days.’’ 
‘‘That’s a ‘corker,’ surely,’’ was the victim’s retort.—Lome Seztined. 


GreGory’s SpinninG Barts. ‘The Gregory,’”? the ‘Flexible Cleopatra,’’ the 
** Oxford,” and the “‘ Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Press the best baits 
invented forsalmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing-tackle 
shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Po: Standard Works, 
Redditch, Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
received from the Right Hon, John Bright, M.P.; Mr. William Bailey, Nottingham ; the 
Rey. E. C. Holt, Teddington ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Gregory’s 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by 
the press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait, The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size. Has been tried with remarkable 
success.—See that the name “‘ Gregory ” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as_inferior 
imitations are offered for sale, and people are thereby disappointed and deceived 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, Birmingham.—[Apv7.] 


Gzorcr JAmes Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to i his standard FLIES for the present season, No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to ries whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices 3; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 





ACEKACHE, TOOTHACHE, PAINS IN THE GUMS, NEURALGIA, 

—ADAM SMITH’s NEURALGINE isa Certain Cure. Bottles, 1s. 1}d., 

2s. 9d. Post free from Proprietor, Chemist, Wednesbury. London Agent, 
W. Epwarpbs, 157, Queen Victoria Street; and all chemists, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
_ LIEUTENANT.—The burbolt or burbot is caught in the Trent, Ouse, and some 
other east of England rivers. It gets its name from its barbles. It is an 
eel like fish. We will give a description shortly, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


WATERPROOFING LINES WITH PARAFFIN—AN IM- 
PROVEMENT. 

Srr,—The other day, when I had finished reading the continuation of 
“A,R.ILE. L.’s”’ very interesting article on ‘‘ fly-fishing spinning ”’ in No. 
298 of your excelient FISHING GAZETTE, and when I took up the next number 
I found an article which bears the title, ‘A Splendid Waterproofing for Lines,’ 
I was not little surprised—not only to see a communication printed, which I 
have had the pleasure of making to you some years ago, but also by the fact 
that your printer has placed my native town, Briinn, which till now always was 
situated in Austria, he has all at once transferred it to Bavaria. Now, though 
Bavaria is a beautiful country, which yields grand sport to anglers, I yet 
prefer to remain in Austria, and therefore you are humbly requested to replace 
me, if possible, with the town of Briinn back in Austria again. 

You call the waterproofing with paraffin alone a splendid one. In my 
opinion, it is certainly a very good one. Its application is very simple; lines” 
dressed with it can be used immediately, and will last many a year if care is 
taken to redress them when necessary. 

But a really splendid waterproofing for lines, to which ‘¢A, R.I. E. L.”’ 
should give a trial—for I imagine it would be just the thing for a fly-fishing 
spinning line, provided he could be persuaded to use a fine plaited, or even a 
twisted-silk line for that purpose—is obtained by mixing common resin to the 
paraffin, I take of the American, or that kind of resin used by the German 
brewers for waterproofing the inside of their casks. 

This mixture gives the lines a pleasant flexibility, united with a certain 
degree of stiffness or firmness, which for most purposes is extremely “advan. 
tageous, and which can be increased or lessened, ad libitum, by adding more 
or less of theresin. Twisted fishing-lines, cord or whipcord, or even a hard 
twisted string lose the faculty of kinking or curling if dressed with it. 

The proportion which I have found to answer best is four parts—by 
weight—of paraffin and one part of resin for summer time, and five parts 
of paraffin, and one part of resin for winter time, because in cold weather the . 
dressing is a trifle firmer. 

Now, to dress lines, proceed as follows :—Take four or five parts of the par- 
affin, put it in an iron pot or vessel, and dissolve it over a gentle fire ; then take 
one part of resin, put it in the melted paraffin, and stir till the resin is dissolved 
also. In case some impurities, which the resin sometimes contains, should be 
visible on the bottom of the vessel, take another pot, pour the melted mixture 
into it, and take care to leave the impurities behind. After a little cooling the 
mixture is fit for use if you mean to dress a coloured line—a line made ofa 
light green or tawny, or otherwise coloured silk. 

If you mean to dress a white or raw silk line, and you wish to give it colour— 
perhaps a green or a brown one—take some green or brown paint, which you 
can get at any oilman’s, and mix according to your fancy. I like a green 
colour with a brownish hue, and for that purpose I mix with the dissolved 

araffin a compound of one part green paint and one part of light-brown paint 
in the following proportion :—To four or five parts of paraffin and one part of 
resinI add one part of the above mentioned finely pulverised dry paint. 

Then take your line, be sure that it is perfectly dry and cleansed of all snarls 
and knobs, wind it up ona spool, orif you have none at hand, make a coil, 
immerse. it in the liquid, and now somewhat cooled dressing, and cover the pot 
with a wooden lid which has asmall hole inits centre, after haying run through 
that hole. the top end of the line. 

Then take a piece of a wet sponge or some wet linen, hold it in one of your 
hands which is resting on the lid, put the end of the line between the wet 
sponge or linen, and with the other hand draw the line, not too slowly, through 
it, pressing the line gently, and thus stripping off the superfluous dressing ; put 
the dressed line on a table or on the floor. This manipuiation can be done 
much better and with greater comfort by the aid of a fixed cylinder about 8 
inches in diameter and a handle. 

Then, when in the short time of a few minutes the dressing on the line is 
quite cool and firm, stretch the line well, keep it tight somehow or other, and 
give it a polish byrubbing it well with wet linen. Finally, to give the line not 
only a beautiful enamel-like appearance, but also to make it more smooth, rub 
it well with finely-pulverised Venetian talc, or for want of that with very fine 
pulverised tufa-stone (pumice), commonly used by the wall-paper makers. 

No dressing I know of—and I have tried a great many—is equal to the above, 
Its principal quality, which gives ita great value, is, as I have said before, 
that it deprives the lines to which it is applied of the faculty of curling and 
kinking. Therefore, and because lines dressed with it become very smooth, it 
can be recommended for those fishing styles where a long, straight line must 
be cast, viz., for fly-fishing or spinning. 

Considering that great advantage, the trouble of redressing when necessary 
that part of the line which is most exposed to the water is not a serious matter, 
seeing that for that purpose it is sufficient to rub the worn-out part of the line 
with a lump of the solid cold dressing in the same way as you wax thread. 

By publishing these undressed lines, dear sir, I fancy you will offer to many 
a reader of the FisHING GAZETTE something real good in the line of angling. 
With that plerophory, Iam, &c., EMIL WEEGER, 

President of the First Morayian Piscatorial Society. 

Briinn, in Austria, 20th January, 1833. 

[We are very much obliged to our correspondent. 
of putting his town in the wrong country. 


We must take the blame 
{t was done from memory.—ED.] 


DEFINITION WANTED. 

Str,—Could you, or any of your numerous readers, give me the following 
information? I notice in your footnote to ‘Ravensbourne’s”’ letter, the 
words ‘ pot-hunter’’ and ‘‘ pot-fishing.’’? I should like to know what is the 
meaning of ‘ pot-hunter ”’ and ‘¢ pot-fishing,’’ just to save a little argument ?— 
Iam, &c., JUMBO. 

[POT HUNTER,—A so-called sportsman, who practices swimming, shoot« 
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ing, running, fishing, or other sport, with a view to getting ‘‘ pots ”” or prizes by 
fair means or foul—(the word ‘‘ pot’ coversa multitude of things, from a silver 
mug to a sack of coke)—the one thing he hasin viewis the ‘ pot.’’ The pot- 
fisher is another name for the pot-hunter, but also includes the man who, if he 
has leave for a day’s fishing on a private water, bags everything he can, although, 
perhaps, he knows his greed will probably so disgust the proprietor as to 
close the water to all, including fair anglers, satisfied wi h two or three brace. 
Another ‘‘pot-fisher”” is the poor man who fishes to fill the pot for his family 
at home. A man who fishes for a prize is by no means necessarily a pot-fisher. 
He would go on fishing from his deep love of the thing, if he never tried for a 
prize. But your pot-fisher must have this article in view to keep up his enthu- 
siasm. No, Izaak Walton never fi-hed for a prize.—ED ] 


HACKLED v. WINGED FLIES.—THE “ WATCHET’”’ OR IRON 
BLUE. 

S1r,—I must dissent fr.m Mr. Hall’s opinion that hackled flies are useless 
on chalk streams, as in our Dciffield Club waters, which are of the above 
nature, they kill well. Perhaps they might fail one in the South-country 
streams, but I doubt it much. Can anyone tell me how to dress the watchet, 
sometimes called the little iron blue, so as to kill when the natural is thickly on, 
as it has beat me for tweaty years and more? One who i3 perhaps the best 
fisherman in Yorkshire has almost given up using it; but when it is on, fishes 
tne yellow partridge and stone midge instead wirh some success. How heart- 
breaking it was last spring, throwing over numbers of rising trout in the River 
Suir at Clonmel, when the watchet was going down day after day.—I am, ei 

E. M. 

(Mr. W. H. Aldam gives inhis edition of ‘‘ A Quaint Treatise on Flies and 
Fly-~makisg,’’ page 11, avery capital and simple dressing for this favourite 
fly, which we have often killed with, viz., wings, two feathers from the 
rump of the tomtit, the greater tomtit, or ox-eye, instead of the tail feather, 
tying silk for body and legs, lead or dark purple colour. The old angler whose 
work he edits gives the following :—The iron blue, or watchet, comes out about 
the 20th of April, and contiaues until the latter end of June. It isa hardy fly, 
most plentiful on rough, cold, stormy days. Ithinkit is best made from a 
jackdaw, ruff, or tomtit tail. Silk, lead or dark purple co'our, with a little 
mole’s fur for bsdy. If you wing it, take the tomtit tail and a small cock or 
hen hackle, the colour of straw for legs. No.o or1for hook. The wings are 
very dark blue, thecolour of new Garth iron; the body of a ‘‘ dark bluey, dirty 
drab,"’ with six legs of a straw colour; the head ofa dark red colour. To be 
fished one at point and one as top dropper. 

Mr. Francis Francis speaks very highly of this fly. 
iron blue! may it bethe true blue. This ix an indispensable servant of the 
anplersy 0 + The angler may be wondering at the dulness of the fish. All 
perhaps has been quiet—he has hardly taken a fish or seen a rise for half an 
hour. Suddenly he hears a ‘plop,’ then another. He looks about, and dis- 
Covers an iron blue or two on the stream. They are the advanced guard. Anon 
the main army comes on, and down the water they sail in scores, sitting lightly 
and saucily on the surface, the 2eatest, cleanest, and most bloodthirsty looking 
little fellows. . The fun grows fast and furious. Well betide the angler 
then if he has a stock of them accurately and neatly tied upon the 
finest weed-coloured gut, for in the next half hour manya fin shall 
flap and tail shall wag beneath his bending rod which never shall 
wag more. Useless then your blue and yellow duns; useless all your 
March browns and spinners—the trout will not look at them. Now, if you 
have the skill and patience, sit down in some sheltered nook, pull out your 
fly-book, choose your finest hooks and gut (hook No. 11 or 12), and set to 
work, Have you an old fly with a mole's fur body, or any silk for thit colour, 
or even a shade lighter, as the fly varies from light lead ‘colour to mole’s fur ? 
Good! On with it; not too fast nor too thick, however. The shank of your 
hook will be almost sufficient for the tail-end of the tody, and will be almost 
of the right colour. Now, two turns of a ginger hackle, and now, almost 
upright, a wing composed of very tine dark, smoky blue, or lead-coloured 
feather. Wade recommends the small feather in the cormorant’s wing or the 
tomtit’s tail; Ronald, cormorant, tomtit wing, or breast of water-hen; Theak- 
stone, breast of water-hen; Aldam, tomtit’s tail; so the tyer can take his 
choice. The fact is, the wing varies in darkness or lightness, as does the body, 
and the hackle will get more blue and less yellow. For tail, a couple of strands 
from a blue hackle will do. The naturalinsect has rather a prominent head, and 
eyes of a bright brown colour, andif you like to take thetrouble, a bit of reddish 
squirrel fur or burnt sienna silk at the extreme shoulder it will improve the fly. 
After a few days the iron blue cas's his coat, and you may find yours, perhaps, on 
some warm evening covered with the small flecks of their whitish exuvie, and 
swarms of a beautiful Jittle insect are careering round you. Thisis the delicate 
little Henny Spinner, or ** Spinning Jenny.”’ From pages 214-216 of the 5th 
edition of that standard work, ‘‘ A Book on Angling,’’ by Francis Francis. 

David Foster’s dressing of the iron blue is as follows :—“ Body, blue fur from 
the owl, spun around mulberry-coloured silk; wings, from the male merlin 
hawk’s wing ; legs, a freckled blue dun hackle, stained slightly by brown dye. 
Tying-silk mauve. For the light shade, the body should be dressed with a 
strip of a quill feather, stained the desired hue, or the tying silk only may serve 
for the purpose.”’—Foster’s ‘‘ Scientific Angler,”’ p. 150. 

Blacker's Dressing of the Little Iron Blue.—‘‘ Body of a little light-coloured 
water rat s fur, mixed with a few hairs of yellow, and iron blue coloured dun 
hackle for legs, and the wings from a blue dun feather to be found underneath 
the wing of a dun hen, or starling wing feather; tail it with a dun hackle, two 
fibres.”’—P. 65 of Blacker’s “ Art of Fly Dressing.” 

Ronald’s dressing of the Iron Blue Dun,—‘* After emerging from its water 
nympha, this fly remains about two days in the state shown, and then changes 
to the Jenny-spinner. Itis one of the smallest flies worth the angler’s notice, 
but not the least useful. The male has a brownish-red crown or cap on his 
head. The female is also crowned, but her cap is too small to be easily seen. 
It is in season from the latter end of April until the middle of June, and is on 
the water chiefly on co'd days; influenced by weather in a manner similar to the 
blue dun. Imitation :— 

‘«* Body. —Blue fur from mole. 
the head. 

‘© Tail.—A whisk or two out of a yellow dun hackle. 

‘¢ Wings.—From a feather of the under side of the cormorant’s wing; or,in 
default thereof, a feather from the breast of the water hen, the tip of which 
must be used ; or the upper end of the wing feather of a tomtit when in full 
plumage. 

“¢ Legs.—A very small yellow dun hackle. It is difficult to find a hackle 
feather the proper tint to make this fly buzz (spider).’” 

We hope this information wiil serve our correspondent’s purpose. We can 


‘‘Thiee cheers for your 


Reddish-browa floss silk may be tied on for 


always give our fly-fishing readers the standard dressings for flies. Indeed, if 
they would likeit, we will publish a lit of standard flies foreach month, with 
the various dressings,—ED. ] 





BUYING FISH. 
Str,—One of our members, out on the 2oth inst., fishing at Uxbridge, 
saw a nice jack, about 74 lb., sold for 2s. 61. It measured 2 ft. 6} ape am 
&c., ; 
Acton and Ealing Angling Society, 21st January. 


RATLWAY PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

Srr,—In answer to ‘‘ Ravensbourne” and others, in respect to granting 
privilege tickets to anglers not being members of an enrolled society, I beg to 
enclose copy of a letter that appeared in the sporting papers, including Zhe 
Field, Bell's Life, and FisHING GAZETTE, of February, 1879. 


[Copy. 

In last Saturday’s Bell's Life, under ne es of *‘Railway Privilege Tickets,”’ 
a report appears saying that at the Hast Certral Association ([ presume the 
reporter means our committee, as there is no association of that name) it was 
announced a new scheme had been considered, and that it had been determined 
to grant privilege tickets to gentlemen who are anglers, but not members of 
enrolled societies. It goes so far as to lay down the charge of entrance fee and 
price of tickets. I beg to state, on the part of my committee, that such state- 
ment is entirely false, and without the slightest foundatim. The Committee 
have letters from the various railway authorities giving a decided refusal to allow 
a privilege ticket to be granted to any person who is not a member of an 
enrolled angling society, and our committee would not, under. any circum- 
stances, attempt to infringe on the agreement: existing between them and the 
various companies. For my own part, I cannot see what objection gentlemen, 
if honest anglers, can have to joining an angling society. ‘They would nos be 
compelled to weigh in their fish or compete for prizes, or attend the meetings 
if inconvenient, and the annual contributions are so trifling. If some of these 
gentlemen would only pay a visit to an old-established society once or twice, I 
feel sure all prejudice would be removed. ‘Trusting this will remove all 

fa'se impressions,—I am, &c., R. GHURNEY, sec., 
United London Anglers’ Central Commi tee. 


N.B.—In respect to prize-fishing, t:ose geatlemen who so strongly object, 
when they become better acquainted with dona-fide clubs will alter their 
opinions. What a nice lot of so-called anglers it must have been their mis- 
fortune to get acquainted with. Ihive been more or less acquainted with 
angling societies over forty years, and as a body, in all grades of life, I have 
found them straightforward, jovial fellows, anxious to assist a brother angler at 
home or oa the banks of the river, and the first to drive out of all societies a 
dishonest member. 





Re ROACH BITES. 

S1r,—I have been very much interested indeed with the correspondence for 
the last few weeks on the above, and I cannot help referring to ynur footn ote on 
Dec. 16th, saying, ‘‘ The roach does not often get so much written about him, 
&c.,’’ and quite agree with you that he is ‘‘a wise and knowing custom:r.”’ 

There are so many better hands at correspondence on the ‘‘sujet’’ than 
myself, that I have deemed it more to my advantage and amusement not to 
interfere with the thread of narrative or opinions carried on; but I cannot 
help commenting on ‘‘ Mark Antony's?’ issue in the FisHiInG GAzerre for 
(Dec. 23rd). : 

I am acquainte | with several of the pl:ces referred to by ‘‘ Mark Antony,”’ 
notably the ‘‘ Besthorpe Fleet,’’—at the end of the fence used to be my spot— 
and ‘* Monspool,’’ near the Rod Holt, a'so ‘* Muskham.’’, 

As to ‘* Anti-Theory’s’’ query on Dec. 16th, *: Would it not be as fair to 
inquire of ‘* M.A.’? when and where he obtained his 25, 30, 35 and 4o lb. of fish 
so easily ?’? and ‘* A. T.’s.,’’ ‘* Where did you catch these fish?’ I was quite 
elated to see ‘‘ Mark Antony’s”’ letter this week, recalling as it does so many 
happy and successful days spent by myself at the places mentioned in his 
remarks. 

“« Anti- Theory ’’ asks, in the same issue (December 16th), whether ‘‘M. A.’’ 
will give him the pleasure of his company for a day or two’s roaching next spring ? 
I feel quite certain that ‘‘ Mark Antony ”’ would wish for no better opportunity 
to convince those in opposition to him than to be able to avail himself of his 
(‘Anti Theory’s’’) company at the places named, and would soon provide a 
red-letter day in the way of sport. 

I may mention [ was born and bred at North Collingham, living there till 
ten years ago, and have relations jiving there now—possibly ‘‘ Marg Antony’ 
may be acquainted with my name. , 

Would ** Mark Antony ”’ ina future issue say whether the Sol. Nichvlson, of 
Collingham, was the carrier there ? 

The Newark Advertiser, which I have taken for years, has frequently 
interesting fishing information, notably a case on recently, re Fishing Rights 
and Trespass at Winthorpe. ; 

I could not let such familiar names pass unnoticed by a Nottingham lamb, 
my object being to substantiate such takes as the foregoing. 

Apologising for trespassing to this extent on your valuable space, I am, &c., 

FREDERICK CoOoPuR, 
Delegate, Acton and Ealing Angling Society. 

P.S.—I have purposely refrained from joining in the discussions as to ‘‘ Bites 
Lost’ for the reason hereinbefore mentioned. 





AMERICAN NOTES ON THE NATIONAL FISH 

CULTURE ASSOCIATION, - 
‘‘ The establishment of the above association was inaugurated on 
Dec. 20, 1882, under the most auspicious circumstances. It is a 
matter of surprise to us that such an organisation was not formed 
years ago among our English Brethren of the Angle. But now formed, 
it will be still more surprising if the enterprise is not pushed to a 
successful and practical career. The attendance at the meeting was 
of such a character as to insure this result, and the addresses were 
made by gentlemen eminent in science and earnest in pursuit of the 
art we all love so well. The Marquis of Exeter is the President, and 
among the Vice-Presidents are the Dukes of Wellington, of Suther- 
land, of Portland, and of Manchester, the Marquis of Ailsa, Sir 
Samuel Wilson, Earl of Ducie, and a number of lords and prominent 

gentlemen of the United Kingdom.” —A merican Angler, Jan. 6th. 
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“ AND BEAUTY DRAWS US WITH A SINGLE HAIR.” 
—POPE, 


My Flo’ is fair, with flowing hair, 
That sweeps her snowy shoulders ; 
And we had roamed where Avon foamed 
Amid its giant boulders ! 
The woodlands were alive with song—a western wind did blow— 
*¢ Full fine should bea lady’s line!’ exclaimed my Fairy Flo’ ! 


‘ If. 
She drew a thread from golden bed— 
A truant tress—resplendent,— 
She made it tight with fingers white, 
From line it fluttered pendent. 
The feathered wile she wed to it—her cheeks were all aglow, 
As to the margin flitted she—that lissome Fairy Flo’, 


ILE 
I stood apart, with beating heart— 
She might have dropped from Heaven! 
Such witching guise! Such laughing eyes! 
Her years but three times seven. 
Then fell the fly, as softly as a feath’ry flake of snow. 
“A rise! A rise!’ He’s mine!” she cries—that winsome Fairy 
Flo’. 


IV. 
She pulled him out—that silly trout, 
In gold and crimson glowing. 
A captive meet, for captor sweet, 
With tresses fair and flowing ! 
So with a single hair was drawn this tiny trout, I trow— 
*‘ And Beauty drew him, didn’t she?” cried arch, exultant Flo’. 


Ve 
Poor trout! thy snare was maiden hair, 
Which still was bent on capture ! 
That golden chain did snare a swain, 
Who hugged his chains with rapture ! 
“‘ More foolish than the trout,” she laughed. ‘* You never ¢ried to 
Drtz 
And thus JZ, too, was fairly grassed, by that triumphant Flo’ ! 


Brighton, January, 1883. F, B, DOVETON, 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS, 
Dy) EBs 





THE usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
Londonand Provincial Angling Societies took place on Friday evening, 
the 19th, at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, 
Messrs. Bonvoisin and Beckett occupying the chair and vice-chair 
respectively, while Mr. T. Hoole, who was most heartily greeted, re- 
sumed his post at the secretary’s desk. After the reading and con- 
firming the minutes of the previous meeting, some conversation took 
place respecting the application received frcm Mr.W. H. Brougham, 
the Secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, for the 
usual donation of £1 Is. towards the river-keepers’ dinner, it being 
finally decided, upon a proposition by Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. 
Lockyer, that the donation of £1 1s. this year was unnecessary, as 
the secretary had published the fact that sufficient funds had already 
been received to cover all expenses, wzde last week’s FISHING 
GAZETTE. 

Mr. I. Osman, being compelled by pressure of business to relin- 
quish the post of delegate from this association to the East Central, 
Messrs. Adeane and Castell proposed and seconded the acceptance 
of same, coupling therewith a hearty vote of thanks for past valuable 
services, which was unanimously carried, Mr. Starr being elected to 
fill the vacancy—happy omen, as the secretary remarked, that ‘“‘a 
star from the West should monthly shine in the East.” 

Upon a proposition by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Adeane, it 
was decided to make application to the Great Western Railway for 
the issue of anglers’ cheap travelling tickets to Theale, Aldermaston, 
Midgham, Thatcham, and other stations. (I hope] am not prema- 
ture in stating that the application has since been made, and a reply 
been received, dated the 22nd, to the effect ‘‘ that it is not the inten- 
tion of the company to extend the issue of anglers’ tickets at 
present.’ ) 

The question of the visiting list was, upon a proposition by Mr. 
Adeane, seconded by Mr. Davis, left to the committee to be dealt 
with by them, The roll was called at 11 o'clock, the following twenty- 
six societies being represented, most of them by two delegates :— 

Amicz ble Brothers, Acton and Ealing, Bostonian, Battersea Friendly, 
City of London, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden Crown Piscatorial, Duke 
of Norfolk, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, Hammersmith Club, Ham- 
mersmith United, Knights of Knightsbridge, North-Western, Prince of 
Wales, Phcenix, Portsmouth Waltonians, Princess of Wales, Royal 
George, Rodney Piscatorial, South London Social Brothers, St. John’s 
Wood Piscatorial, Waltonians and Westbourne Park Piscatorials, 
Mr. Chambers representing the United London Anglers’ Central 
Committee, A vote of thanks to the chair, vice-chair, and secretary 
brought the meeting to aclose. During the evening the new lists of 
clubs were distributed. Great credit is dye to Mr. Hoole for getting 
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up so complete and reliable a list, and it was a happy thought of his 
to devote a portion of the space to a few selected advertisements, the 
charge for which, although very moderate, defrays, within a few 
shillings, the total cost of printing these lists, many of which are on 
stout card. 

At a general meeting of the members of the North-Western Angling 
Club, on Thursday, 18th, Mr. Hillier was unanimously elected to fill 
the office of secretary, made vacant by Mr. Fred. Hill’s resignation. 
Mr. Hillier is a keen angler, deservedly a favourite with his brother 
members, and in every other respect admirably fitted to occupy the 
responsible position he has accepted. 

The fifth yearly dinner of the Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society 
took place at the ‘‘ Colville Hotel,’’ Talbot Road, W., on Monday, 
evening, 22nd, about forty members and friends sitting down to an 
excellent repast. With that incarnation of good humour and jollity, 
Mr. George Evans, occupying the chair, worthily supported in the 
vice by Mr. Buttery, no need to say things went right merrily along 
during the whole evening—-songs, toasts, and responses to the last 
being agreeably intermingled. Mr. Adeane, the hard - working 
secretary, was kept very busy all the time—such a lot of valuable 
prizes to be distributed, and such a very long list of others promised 
for the coming season. Among the guests were Messrs. Geen (who 
is looking much better), Bonvoisin, and Godfrey, the proprietor of 
Thorney Broad Fishery, West Drayton. 

There is going to be a monster meeting of anglers at Sheffield to 
inaugurate a newhall. Our friend, Mr. Geen, has received a most 
cordial invitation to be present, and has accepted same. I shall not 
be the only one, I feel sure, who will peruse with deep interest the 
report of the grand piscatorial doings in the town of steel. 

Re Prize-Fishing.—Truly the utter lack of honour among a large 
proportion of Newark and Nottingham club anglers, as revealed In 
the ‘‘ Trent Otter’s’’ letter in last week’s GAZETTE, is something 
terrible. Perhaps, however, before expressing too decided an 
Opinion, it would be as well to see what other representatives of 
Trentside club anglers, who have at least as mch right as the 
**Trent Otter”? to speak with authority, may have to say on the other 
side of the question ; but even allowing that the charges are correct, 
I argue that they prove nothing against the system which obtains in 
angling clubs. A clubman is trusted by his brother member to go 
where he will, often chcosing his own water, time, &c., and is entirely 
free from all supervision. He is implicitly believed to be an 
honourable man, and unlimited confidence is reposed in him. 
It is generally admitted that to trust honourable men is the 
best way to make them anxious to do all in their power to 
deserve such confidence. There are blacklegs—there always will be ; 
but it will be difficult to prove that such a system tends to produce 
them. The paper war against the prize system has been going on 
for some considerable time. Judged by its result, what has it affected? 
Prize-fising continues to be as considerable—nay, a more con- 
siderable feature than ever; to discountenance the giving of money 
prizes, in every case.to Jimit the number of prizes to be taken by any 
individual, so as to give the young anglers and novices a chance and 
to discourage the member, fortunately not common but by no means 
extinct, known as the hungry man; to induce club anglers to look 
upon the giving and winning of prizes less as the one great object 
of an angling society, and to feel a greater interest in and afford 
better moral and pecuniary support to the efforts being made to 
protect and develop the best and lasting interests of the sport—are 
objects undeniably desirable, and which are in time to be attained. 
Already there are agencies at work, agencies which are increasing 
every day, all tending to bring about these results. 





A PLEA FOR THE THAMES FISHERMEN. 

ONE of the unfortunate fishermen thus writes in reference to the 
article which appeared last week under the above heading :—‘‘ I was 
much pleased to see your kind notice in the FISHING GAZETTE, 
This has been the worst winter I ever knew—the water constantly 
rising. Ihave only had six days’ fishing since the first week in 
October, Iam behind in my rent, and I expect my landlord will sell 
me out if the money is not soon paid. I dread to hear from him every 
week. I thought I would ask you to intercede for me, as I think many 
would assist me at this time.’’ As this case has been specially 
brought before me, and the fisherman, whose name I am willing to 
give if requested, is, in my opinion, deserving of assistance, I shall 
be happy to receive any.sums to relieve him from the disagreeable 
prospects of a sale; butit should be done soon. B. 

[We shall be glad to receive anything for this case, or for Gorge 
Hone, who was referred to last week in the /veld.—ED. ] 





NETTING THE RESERVOIRS FOR STOCKING THE 
THAMES. 


ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE FUND FOR DEFRAYING 
EXPENSES OF STOCKING THE THAMES. 


Sema 
Mr. H. L. W. Godwin .. .. ee Ye as Io 6 
The Sir Hugh Myddleton Angling Society.. ve 10 6 
Per Mr. Haslett, Fisherman :— 
A Friend a 5 Ce ag . Wy Bie 4) 
Mr. Roake ORES a ie “3 1s iG 
Mr. Armstrong aoe * Ne ye 13,0 
Cobden Angling Society... .. *e ly a 5350 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS,—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Wens- 

ley, or other rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
: (published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c-, may be ob-= 
tained at the oifice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


*¢ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.”— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 


“* The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ hte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors, 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


TROUT and CHAR OVA and FRY. 


Orders taken at the following low rates :— 
OVA, Salmo Fario, £1; FRY, 40s.; OVA, Salmo 
Fontanilis, 30s. ; FRY, £3 per 1000. Yearling 
Salmo Lario, 403. per 100.—Address 


THOMAS FORD, 


Manor Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire. 

















NDIA-RUBBER STAMPS. 
For Endorsing Envelopes, Cheques, and Postal Cards 
Heading Note Paper, Marking Linen, Stamping Monoe 
grams, Crests, and Facsimiles of Signature. 
THE “PREMIER” DATING STAMP, 
With Solid Rubber Dates or ten years, from 18s, 6d. each 
THE NEW POCKET STAMP, 
From 2s. 6d, each, 
Price and Pattern Sheets free on Application. 


JOHN BERKLEY, 
6, LIVERY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 





Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. LDissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers, 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B, CANNON and CoO., Manufacturers, Witham 
eS Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
and, 


Attias S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 40s. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s: ; 
Fry, gos. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various). Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWS, 


Westgate House, Guildford. 
“aN BECK, Keeper, &c. (Address at Swan Inn, 
e tIver, Berks), would be glad to hear of a 
Situation as Keeper of a Fishéry, whether for Club 
or Private. Many years experience in trout ‘breed- 
ing. No fish-house required if there are springs or 
small streams to form nursery beds. Make my own 
breeding boxes, &c. Excellent testimonials. 








SITUATION WANTED. 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GDODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Io0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





*¢ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness.”—British 
Workweman, 
“‘ Can scarcely fail to prove of service.’’—The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 








ONDON and COUNTY ADVANCE - and 
DISCOUNT COMPANY (Limited). 

Cash advances from £10 to £500, without pre- 
liminary fees, or deduction for interest, for short or 
long periods, repayable by easy instalments, at 
moderate rates, upon personal security, life policies, 
Furniture without removal, deeds, shares, bonds, &c. 
Bills discounted. Forms gratis. Offices, New Courts 


Chambers, No. 57 and 58, Chancery Lane, E.C. 
JOHN STONE, Secretary. 





(eyes COLDS, ASTHMA, 
Basis and NEURALGIA. 


| Bie J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
oidinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should cbtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘Dr. J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne,’”’? See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, The Times, 
July 16, 186}, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W. C. Witkrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 


“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indced,’’ 


Sold in bottles, rs, 14d., 2s, 9d., and 4s. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 


Sole Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Ressell Street, W.C. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), ts. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 








ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s. ; Goldfinches, Bull- 
inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 
4s. and 5s, each ; tame Rabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 28, 6d. each, 
—J. E. Tuirxerris, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich, 
Established 1868, 





BELGIAN PIGEONS. 

HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresh 

imported, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 

12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, tos. 6d. ; strong Belgian 

Blues, 11s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, 

14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 

colour, IS5s. per dozen.: Packages returnable. 

P.O.0.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. Reap, New- 
ington, Hull. 


HARMONIUMS £417s. 6d. 


Net Cash. Five Octaves. Handsome Polished Walnut 
Case. Two Treadles. French Vibrators. 
Price, with Seven Stops, £6 15s. Net Cash. 


AMERICAN ORGANS 


(all sizes) at Manufacturer’s Prices. 
ALL OUR INSTRUMENTS ARE FULLY WAR- 
RANTEED, #35 
Tliustrated List sent on application, 


J. COWLEY AND CO., HULL, 


The cheapest house in the world for the above. 





ALFRED YOUNG 


“TheGOLDEN PERCH,” 
402, OXFORD ST., . 


Lonpon, W. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
of every description, 





The Angier’s Handbook and Catalogue of Prices, with- 


eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c., post 
tree, Three Pence, 


ONE PENNY REVIEW 


POLITICS, LITERATURE, SOCIETY, 
SPORT,’ THE DRAMA, AND FINANCE, 





THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 


Offices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 10 oz. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carriage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.”—Fisuine 
GAZETTE. 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 3s, 9d. per 100 ; 2s, 
per 50, and 6d. per dozen, 

Trout gut, 8d,, tod., short, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100. 

P.8.—If fishermen would send for the Roach Rod in Winter, 
or tow I have a few ready, could send them at once, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 





SHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders, 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by PRICE’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London. 





TO FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 





THE Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressérs and bait 

makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 

finish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust, 
For samples and prices address— 


CHARLES COURT, 
PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 
Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free. 


HE WINTER ELECTRIC EXHIBI- 


TION, ROYAL AQUARIUM,—For information as 
to vacant space address W. D. Gooch, Engineer, Royal 
Aquarium, 8, 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12.0 noon, 
Close 11.30 p.m.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY : 
Morninec. 
Pantomime in Theatre. 
Krao, the Missing Link. 
Kenebel (slack wire). 
Seamore and Somers, d. 
Artelle and Lalo, 
Volier and Zulia, 
30 The Original Girards, 
45 Damayante’s Serpents. 
3 ‘The Silbon Troupe. 
EvENING. | 
1g Cooper’s Trained Lions, 
20 Krao (special), : 
The Beckwith Family. 
Organ Recital. 
Grand Promenade Concert. 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. 
The Beckwith Family. 
The Silbon Troupe. 
Cooper’s Trained Lions. 


Admission ONE SHILLING, 


9.30 
10.45 
11,0 


a 





RovaL AQUARIUM.—PROMENADE - 


CONCERTS. Full Orchestra and Alhambra Chorus. 
Vocalists: Miss Marion Browning and Mr. Walter Bolton. 
Conductor, Mons, Chas. Dubois,—Admission one Shilling. 
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TR wolics ate ane 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackl 
for Notice, Books for Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor 

of THE FISHING GAZETTE, JVo. 12,‘ Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
| and should reach the office not later than Tuesday morning. 
ontributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to 
return rejected MSS., unless accompanied with a stamped 

addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only 
and give their real names and addresses, not necessarily as 
| signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith 

Unless this rule be adhered to-no notice will be taken of such 

communications. 

THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be 
ybtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and aoe aes Bookstalls, 
nd of the following, amongst other Fishing Tackle Dealers in 
London and the Provinces :— ; 


Messrs. Alfred and Son, Moorgate-street. 
Messrs Price and Co., 8, Seymour-strect, Euston-square, N.W 
Messrs. Williams and Co., Creat Queen-street. 
Mes&rs. Gee and Co., St. Andrew’s-street, St. Martin’s-lane, 
Messis. Geeand Co., Gray’s Inn-lane (near Holborn end). 
Messrs, Little and Co., Fetter-lane, E:C. 
Messrs, C. Kewell and Sons, 197, St. John-street-road, E.C. 
Messrs. Kewell and Co., 1A, Conduit-street, Regent-street, W. 
Mr. aE Richards, 97, Church-street, Paddington. 
. W. Leader, 30, Upper Marylebone-street, Portland-place, W 

Me, — Clark, 35, Wells-street, Camberwell. 

Mr. Geo. Read, 91, Goldsmith’s-row, Hackney-road, E. 

Mr. A. Bulmer, 62, Wandsworth-road. 

Mr, F. Oliver, 183, Great College-street, Camden Town. 

Mr, J. E. Gold, 284, Waterloo-road. 

Mr.1). W. Willoughby, 21, Lombard-market, Battersea, 8.W. 

Mrs, F+ Y. Brocas, 4, Mill-street, Conduit-street, Hanover-square, W 

Messrs. Gillett and Co., 40, Fetter-lane, London. 

Mr. Alfred Young, ‘‘ The Golden Perch,” 1748, Oxford-street, W. 
_ Mr. T. Barnett, 26, Church Street, Lisson Grove, N.W. 

Mr. J. Smith, 7, Tottenham Court Road, London. 

Mr. Edwin Stevens, Newsagent, 220, Kentish Town Road. 


or 


i 


Mr. Cowan, 33, South Frederick-street, Edinburgh. 

: Mr. H. Whitty, 15, Basnett-street, Liverpool. 
Mr. C. qj Greene, 54, London-street, Norwich. 
Mr. R. Ramsbottom, 8t, Market-street, Manchester, 
Mr. James Gregory, Vyse-street, Birmingham. 
Mr. Wm. Bailey, on, 1, Sabina-street, Nottingham. 
Messrs, Nutting and Co., 70, Edgbaston-street, Birmingham, 
Messrs. W. C,and J. Penny, Booksellers, Froome. 
Mr. E,. Perks. Evesham-street, Redditch. 
Mr. J. Walsh, Bookseller, 5, Harpur-street, Bedford, 
Messrs. H. and C; Treacher, Booksellers, Brighten. 

Messrs: Gaynor and Son, ro, Royal-terrace, Richmond, Surrey. 
Messrs: O’ Handlen and Co., 48, Victoria and Temple-street, Bristol. 
Mr. Wilkes, Gunmaker, Leeds. 

Messrs. Cayless and Sons, Midland Tent Works, Loughborough, 
Miss G. Wells. 1, Sussex-street, Nottingham, 
Mr. Wm. Atkinson, Fishing Tackle Maker, Lancaster and Kendal, 
Mr. John Wells, 4, London-road, Nottingham, 
Messrs. M tehell and Co., 50, Market-street, Manchester. 
Mr. J. Croisdale, 56, Briggate, Leeds. 
Ir. John Keeling, the Golden Salmon, 7, Digbeth, Birmingham. 
Mr. John Heywood, Manchester. 
Mr. John Cocks, Baker Street, Weybridge, Surrey. é 
Mr. Wm. Reid, Norchgate, Darlington. 
Mr..R. Pearsall, 11, Great Western Arcade, Birmingham, 
> Mr. G. T. Gibbons, 10, Rridge Street, Salisbury. : 
. Mr. ‘fhos, Heppleston, Manchester. 
tir, J. Perry, Minster Parade, Reading. 
Mr. S. Dale, 7, St. John Street, Nottingham. 
_ Mr. H. Booth, 88, Prospect street, Hull. 
A. W. Warner, 35, Cannon Street, Birmingham. 


Newsvendors can obtain the journal through their London Agents 





*\* The “‘ FISHING GAZETTE” SPINNER (Registered) is sold by 


ill the above firms. " wu 
: ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 
‘The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United 


Kingdom is 8s.; or post free, ros. 6d. 
To any part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual 
Subscription, including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpenee. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
~ All communications respecting advertisements must be addressed 
‘0 the Manager of THE FISHING GAZETTE, JVo. 12, Letler Lane, 


london, £.C. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money 
Orders must be made payable to Messrs. SAMPSON LoW, MARSTON 


AND Co), the Proprietors. « 


The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1883. 

















\NNUAL DINNER OF THE RICHMOND PISCATORIAL 
: SOCIETY. 

HE annual dinner of this prosperous society took place, at 
kK the Station Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday last. There 
was a strong muster of the members, and amongst the visitors 
were—Messrs. Wm. Senior, W. H. Brougham, T. R. Sachs, R. B. 
Marston, T. Crumplen, P. Geen, T. Scratton, and S. Morgan. 
Major Bull, vice-president of the ‘society, supported Mr. Fred. 
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Clench, the chairman of the society, who occupied the chair on 
this occasion. 

After discussing a very excellent dinner, provided by Mr. John 
Munro, proprietor of the hotel, who, as usual, did everything to 
make the gathering a success, the chairman read letters of regret 
at unavoidable absence from Mr. Francis Francis and Mr. T. 
Carrington, and then proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Queen,” which 
was, as usual, enthusiastically responded to, the company singing 
a verse of the National Anthem. The vice-chairman, Mr. H 
Dickenson, then proposed the toast of ‘The Prince~ and 
Princess of Wales and the rest of the Royal. Family ”—this was 
received in an equally loyal manner. The Chairman then pro- 
posed ‘‘The President and Vice-Presidents of the Society,” 
coupling with it the name of Major Bull. And, after a capital 
song from Mr. Crew, the Major replied, referring to the 
distinguished services of the Duke of Teck, their president, in the 
recent campaign. Major Bull regretted that, though extremely 
fond of angling, he got very little of it, in consequence of want of 
time; but there was one thing in connection with angling which 
he always enjoyed, and that was the pleasant annual dinner of 
this flourishing society. Mr. Terril then proposed the toast of 
“The Thames Angling Preservation Society.” It was an un- 
questionable fact that since the angling interests had been 
watched over by this society of late years, poaching had practically 
been done away with. (Hear, hear). He regretted the absence 
of Mr. Thomas Spreckiey; but Mr. Brougham was present, and 
he would ask them to drink ‘ Prosperity to the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society,” and couple with the toast the name of Mr. 
Brougham. (Hear, hear.) After Mr. Plant had favoured the 
company with the patriotic song “‘The Sea is England’s Glory,” 
Mr. W.H. Brougham responded. He felt that with such Tritons of 
the Thames Angling Preservation Society presentas Messrs. Sachs, 
Geen, Nuthall, and Clench, he was much in the position 
of the proverbial minnow. In responding to this toast, 
he regretted, as he was sure they all did, the absence of Mr. 
Spreckley, whose presence was imperatively required at a board 
meeting. He could bear testimony to the fact that the absence of 
poaching in the Thames was very greatly due to the energetic 
assistance of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, so many of whose 
members were also actively connected with the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society. He hoped their society would eventually 
gain the object which their chairman so earnestly and persistently 
advocated—namely, the abolition of the netting below Richmond 
Bridge. He looked with much confidence to the future of the 
recently established Fish Culture Association. He felt sure that 


before very long that association would be in a position to benefit 


the Thames, and he was quite sure it would receive the support of 
the Thames Angling Preservation Society. He would conclude 
by thanking them for their kindness, and by asking Mr. Sachs to 
respond to this toast also. Mr. Sachs, ina few kind words, said 
that he really had nothing to say that Mr. Brougham had not said 
except that he could bear testimony to the energetic efforts of 
Mr. Brougham as secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society. 

The chairman then proposed the toast of the evening, ‘ Pro- 
sperity to the Richmond Piscatorial Society,” and in doing so 
touched on the events of the past year’s history of the club ; they 
numbered eighty-eight members, and it was satisfactory to know 
that every one of those members had paid his subscription. 
(Laughter.) The income of the society was over £70, and he 
thought they might take some credit. to themselves from the fact 
that only some / 2 of their income had been spent on themselves 
—(hear, hear)—their money had been. given to the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society, towards the tournament got up by Mr. 
Marston in aid of the same, to the T.A.P.S.; and in. other useful 
ways, as their report would show. . The society had taken a silver 
medal at Edinburgh, and he felt sure they would not be left out 
in the cold at the great forthcoming exhibition at South Ken- 
sington. The society had striven hard to do away with the net- 
ting below Richmond Bridge, and if they succeeded it would be 
not for themselves only, but for the benefit of anglers generally, 
who—and more especially London anglers—had no idea of the 
piscine resources of the river in the parts referred to. If they 
could only see the magnificent fish which were taken in the water 
below Richmond Bridge it would excite the envy of every club in 
London. ‘They had brought the matter before the Thames Con- 
servancy ; he hoped it would be pressed, and when the day.came 
—as it must, sooner or later—that saw the end of the netsmen’s 
reign, the Richmond. Piscatorial Society would be recognised 


as. the undoubted ‘Father’ of the movement — there 
was no doubtful parentage in this case, (Laughter.) He 


had recently visited Scotland, and had been especially delighted 
by an inspection of the wonderful fish-culture establishment of 
Sir James G. Maitland at Howietown, near Stirling ; 
he had no’ idea that such a splendid fishery existed in Great 
Britain. Millions upon millions of eggs and fry were reared 
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there every year. The National Fish Culture Association had a 
powerful friend in Sir James, who was its Chairman of Council, 
and it would do a great work in the future—for undoubtedly 
Government must in time recognise and foster fish culture and 
fish culture societies. (Hear, hear.) In conclusion, he would 
only say that they must, in the future as they had in the past, look 
for the mainspring of success of their society, not in numbers, 
but in that spirit of muiual good feeling which had ever charac- 
terised their meetings. (Hear, hear.) He gave them the toast 
of ‘‘ The Richmond Piscatorial Society—Long may it Prosper.” 
After this had been heartily responded to, Mr. Hester sang 
“Tis Pleasant on a Summer’s Night.” 

The next toast was that of ‘‘ The Chairman,” proposed, in a 
very warm, hearty, and genuine manner, by Mr. Taman. 
The longer he knew Mr. Clench the better he liked him. There 
were chairmen and chairmen ; but in this case they undoubtedly 
had the right man in the right place. (Hear, hear.) They all 
entertained the greatest respect and regard for him, and wished 
him long life and happiness. The toast was responded to with 
musical honours in the shape of ‘‘ For He’s a jolly good Fellow,” 
and ‘‘ Three cheers for Mr. Clench, and one for Mrs. C., and the 
small C.’s”’ given right heartily. 

Mr. Yates gave the song ‘‘ Farewell,’ as a parting honour to 
one or two guests who had to catch an early train, and the chair- 
man briefly replied. He scarcely knew how to respond, as he 
felt he had done nothing to deserve the kind and hearty reception 
they had given him, except that he had the interests of the society 
deeply at heart. But it was no slight thing to feel he had the 
confidence of every member of the society. The chairman had 
difficulties to contend with now and then, and to maintain the 
dignity of ‘‘head boss of thé shanty’’ was sometimes a hard 
matter ; for instance, one member, deeply interested, perhaps, in 
a singular case of hermaphroditism in Perca fluviatilis, wanted the 
society to discuss that abstruse matter. (Laughter.) Another 
member had, perhaps, for weeks past been practising an exquisite 
symphony of his own composing, and came down on them 
bursting with the grandeur of the thing. (Laughter.) Well, it 
was often his duty as chairman, while cordially recognising the 
deeply interesting nature of the scientific man’s notes, and the 
exquisite delicacy of the musician’s composition, to adjourn both 
to some very much in the future occasion. (Laughter.) Again, 
when ‘‘ burning questions ” were brought forward, he always found 
the best plan was to let them burn themselves out. (Hear, hear.) 
He had not expected to hold the honourable position they had 
given him again this year; but he would do his best to deserve in 
the future the support which, as a body, they had invariably given 
him in the past. There was an important matter he would just 
refer to, and that was that their society should at an early date 
consider what steps they should take to entertain distinguished 
foreign visitors to the forthcoming exhibition. (Hear, hear.) 
He could not say more at present, but the matter would shortly 
be placed before them in a more definite form. 


The Vice-Chairman now proposed the health of their visitors, 
coupling the toast with the names of Messrs. Sachs, Senior, and 
Morgan. After a song from Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Sachs replied, and 
on behalf of the visitors he begged to thank them all for the ex- 
tremely kind manner in which they had been entertained. It 
was the second time he had had the pleasure of sitting down to 
dinner with the members of this club, and on the last occasion he 
had promised'them a prize. He had redeemed his promise and 
brought the cup with him. (Hear, hear.) He hoped the winner 
would fill it with champagne, give his wife half, and then drink 
success to the R.P.S. (Laughter.) 


The Chairman briefly introduced Mr. Senior as being better 
known as the ‘‘ Red Spinner” of angling literature. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Senior thanked the company for the flattering reception they 
had given him; it was his first visit to their club-room, though 
he hadcalled after a bad day’s sport when fly-fishing for dace to 
see if their chairman was in. He had felt half inclined to say 
there were no dace now where they used to be plentiful, for he 
had been abroad for some years—but perhaps the bad weather 
had more to do with it. To say he had spent a delightful evening 
was unnecessary; a bright room, a good dinner, a pleasant com- 
pany of anglers, with a chairman shining out like the sun on 
them—what more could one ask ?_ He was glad to say angling 
was looking up. Organisations of anglers used to be confined 
pretty much to salmon and trout anglers, but now in all direc- 
tions they found societies which looked after the other fish and 
provided sport for thousands. (Hear, hear.) The new National 
Fish Culture Association was in the right hands. He was sure 
anglers would rally round it; in their clubs, in the press, and by 
the water side they should advocate its interests. It will bea 
great success because it was needed. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr, Morgan briefly replied on behalf of himself and the East 








Central Association, which he had the honour to represent. that 
evening. He thanked them very sincerely for the kind reception 
and pleasant evening they had given him. 

Major Bull then proposed the toast ‘‘ Prosperity to the National 
Fish Culture Association.’? No question was of greater import- 
ance than that of the increase of food for the people; and he 
hoped that the Association would endeavour to prevent the ruin- 
ous pollution of rivers, for they could have no fish without pure 
water. (Hear, hear.) He was sure that the feeling in favour of 
fish-culture was general throughout the country, and it only re- 
quired the guidance of such an association as this to develop into 
a national institution. All honour to those who had set on foot 
this movement, and it was with much pleasure, therefore, that he 
coupled with this toast the name of Mr. Marston. 

Mr. R, B. Marston, in reply, briefly described the aims and 
objects of the Association. He said he was confident that it 
would receive the warm support of the Richmond Society, and he 
had not been disappointed, for almost every speaker had referred 
to it in a most encouraging way. ‘The first object of the Associa- 
tion would be the increase of food by the increase of fish, and he 
need not point out to them that there could be no increase of fish 
in their rivers without a commensurate increase of sport for the 
angler. The Association meant to do practical work, and felt 
certain of general support. He had hoped to have seen present 
with them that evening a gentleman, one of their members, for 
whom he, and he was sure they all, had a great regard. He 
referred to Mr. A. J. Little. (Hear, hear.) As Mr. Little was 
not present, he thought it might be appropriate, and no breach 
of confidence, seeing it was for publication, if he read them a 
letter Mr. Little had sent him for publication in the FisHiInG 
GazettE, and which he hoped to insert this week, if possible. It 
referred to the establishment of a ‘‘ Thames Fishermen’s Benefit 
Society.” [See our Correspondence Columns.] Mr. Marston 
agreed with Mr. Little that, if such a society could be 
established, it would be a grand thing. He hoped they 
would give it their careful consideration, and give their 
views on the matter. He would be delighted to open his 
columns to discussion of the matter ;—because, as he understood 
from his friend Mr. Brougham, such a scheme had failed some long” 
time ago, that was no reason why it should fail now. Mr. Clench. 
had touched on the coarse-fish propagation question. He was 
happy to say that he heard from Mr. Hoole that several Lund’s 
hatching boxes were being made for trial this spring—(hear, hear) 
—and he was quite confident that, if they were properly used, 
success was certain, and then their use would become general. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Cockburn proposed the health of the Vice-Chairman. He 
was always at his post, and most solicitous for the good of the 
society. He was a thorough-born angler, and knew the river 
before many of those present were thought of. He knew it years 
ago, when it was possible to walk along the foreshore at low 
water from Richmond to Kew Bridge without soiling your boots. 
He hoped Mr. Dickinson’s genial face would long be present at 
their gatherings. 

Mr. Dickinson, the vice-chairman, in replying, said he was glad 
to say he was still an angler, and hoped to be for many years yet, 
and he should always do his best to support the society. i 

The Chairman then proposed “‘ The Press,” referring to the 
very difficult task editors had in trying to please everybody—_ 
at any rate, not to offend anyone. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Senior and Mr. Marston replied. 

This finished the list of toasts, and, for those who had to get 
back to town, one of the pleasantest angling dinners which has 
ever taken place. 


ANNUAL REPORT. 


THE committee have much pleasure in submitting their annnal report’ 
to the members, and trust it will be considered satisfactory. 2 

The number of members on 31st December, 1882, was eighty-eight, 
and the fact that at the conclusion of the financial year there was not 
a single unpaid subscription, plainly shows the warm interest taken — 
by the members in its prosperity. 2 

The gross receipts for the twelve months under review, including ~ 
the balance brought forward, amounted to £73 15s. 1d., and the dis- 
bursements to £70 1s. 10d. ; included in the last item is the cost of 
new registers and rule books, &c. 

During the past year several important matters to the angling world 
have been discussed in the society’s rooms, resulting, it is trusted, in 
practical utility to the general body of London anglers. ‘ 

The fact of the society comprising members resident in Barnes, — 
Mortlake, Isleworth, Richmond, Twickenham, Teddington, and — 
Kingston explains how greatly it is interested in the preservation of _ 
the fishing in the River Thames, and to that end it initiated one of - 
the most important movements in angling circles which distinguish | 
the year. Se 4 

In July last the Conservators of the Thames issued their proposed — 
revised bye-laws, upon consideration of which.the society requested — 
the Thames Angling Preservation Society to summon a conference of _ 
all the angling associations and clubs on the river, with the result that _ 
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portant amendnients in the proposed new bye-laws were suggested 

nd a memorial presented to the Conservancy Board embodying the 

iews of the conference, which, itis trusted, will be adopted. 

The society’s delegates at the conference (Messrs. Taman and 

errill) were requested to bring forward the question of the abolition 

of netting between Richmond and Kew Bridges, but it is a matter of 
uch regret that although the Thames Angling Preservation Society 
yave repeatedly recognised the necessity for taking sucha step, the 
sonference was informed, for reasons unknown to the committee that 
whey considered the time was inopportune to open the question. 

_ The Conservators have, however, kindly promised to give this im- 
portant subject their favourable consideration upon representations 
bam the society felt it their duty in the interests of anglers to make 
so them. 

_ The committec feel that the hearty thanks of the society are due to 
the President of the Thames Angling Preservation Society for his 
‘untiring energy in the work of the preservation of the waters of that 
river, and think it is a subject for congratulation that the Richmond 
/Piscatorial Society is so well represented on the committee of that 
body by Messrs. Clench, Little, and Wotton, with Mr. Nuthall at 
Kingston to watch over the water above Teddington Lock, 

_ It is also satisfactory to note that three of the members of the 
‘society (Messrs. Clench, Little, and Nuthall) are honorary river- 

keepers; the entire absence of reports of netting proving the useful- 

ness of the alliance of the society with the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion in this work. 

It is one of the’ pleasing features of the year that at the Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition in Edinburgh the society gained a silver 
‘medal for its exhibits of fish. 

- The committee have also obtained space for their exhibits at the 

forthcoming Grand International Exhibition at South Kensington. 

It is further a source of gratification that the silver cup which was 
‘given by the society for competition at the FISHING GAZETTE 

‘Angling Tournament, was won by one of its members (Mr. Little) and 

‘the second prize by another member (Mr. Powell). 

' The committee have had under consideration the desirability of 
renting private waters for the exclusive use of members, but, although 
every effort has been made, they have not yet been successful in 

“obtaining such as they could recommend. 

The library has received during the past year many important gifts 
from members, for which the: committee are desirous of recording 
their thanks to Messrs. Houghton, Gaynor, 1 lant, Hayward Taman, 
Little, Percival, Hester, Clench, &c. 3 : 

Further gifts of books, &c., will be gladly received by the 
‘librarian. : 

The committee have also to record their regret at th 
Mr. Thomas Abbott, ore of the sikevteeutette and ee Poe 
society, and to deplore the removal from among them of Mr. William 
Maxwell, who for many years presided over the deliberations of the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society. 


The summer dinner, held at Halliford, in June last, proved a at | 
success; and the club suppers, held at Kinga and aS i 


much appreciated by the members. 

Competitions for prizes have taken place during the past season. 
The committee desire to thank Messrs. Sachs and Little for the hand- 
some silver cups given by them, and Messrs. A, J. Little, Cockburn 
Lucas, and others for their valuable donations, 

The question of specimen or gross-weight competitions will be 
brought under your notice at the forthcoming general meeting. 

Valuable papers have been read at the Sociéty’s Rooms, by Messrs. 
ogg Wheeldon, W. Abbott, F. Clench, &c., which it is believed 
afforded great pleasure to the members. 

The officers and committee retire under Rule 2, and, with one or 
two exceptions, offer themselves for re-election, 

In conclusion, the committee congratulate the members on the 
increased prosperity of the society and the good-fellowship existing 
among them, which there is every reason to believe will long 
continue. 

F. C. CLENCH, chairman. 


Station Hotel, Richmond, J. H. GAUNT, secretary, 


22nd January, 1883. 





THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
HE meeting of this society on Tuesday last was well attended, 
and a very interesting evening resulted, F. W. Norman, 
_Esgq., in the chair. ‘The minutes of the previous meeting were 
duly confirmed, after which the chairman, in accordance with 
custom, called on the members present for any remarks they 
might have to offer the society relative to angling matters. Mr. 
Frost responded by drawing attention to.the library, which seemed 
rather inadequate for the wants of the members, and suggested 
that it might be materially increased, if such members as had 
spare copies of suitable works would present them on Tuesday 
next, when he intended to bring a volume himself. The librarian 
agreed with Mr. Frost, stating that the apparent deficiency of 
books resulted as much from the demand for them as from the 
limited number on the shelves, for nearly all the best works were 
in constant circulation. 

The Secretary stated that the river reports were all unfavourable ; 
several members were out fishing, but their prospect of sport was 
very small. Mr. H. L. W. Godwin, a member of the committee, 
was, however, fortunate enough to take two pike in private water, 
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one of 11 lb. and another of 6 1b., but was unable to return to 
town in time for the society’s meeting, as he had intended doing. 

Mr, Winterbottom then introduced G. Paice, fisherman, of 
Eton Wick, who has been particularly successful among the 
Thames trout, some of the largest fish taken during the last two 
or three years having fallen to his rod. His remarks led to a very 
interesting discussion on Thames trout-fishing, in which Messrs. 
A. Benningfield, A. Nuthall, J. F. Clarke, Captain Alfred, Edwin 
Frost, the secretary, and others joined. 

It was agreed on all hands that trout are steadily increasing in 
the Tnames, and that to keep a long distance, and fish fine, are, as 
in other cases, two important elements of success. We might 
have noticed othertopics touched on by the various speakers, but 
Mr. Edwin Frost reads his paper “On Trout Fishing” next 
Tuesday evening, the 6th inst., when the subject will doubtless 
be fully dealt with. Any gentleman interested will be welcome 
to attend this reading, which will take place, as usual, at Masons’ 
Hall Tavern, the chair being taken at 7 o’clock. After the formal 
business on Tuesday a capital musical selection was given, several 
solos being effectively rendered. Among those who gave their 
aid on this occasion were Messrs. Cartwright, Hayday, I. Austin, 
Winterbottom, Cotton, Paice, Young, Brown, and Morgan, not 
forgetting our genial friend, Wheeldon, who is always welcomed 
in a company of anglers. The most perfect harmony now marks 
the meetings of the society, and the time seemed short when, 
following a vote of thanks to the chairman, the National Anthem 
brought the evening to a close. eon 





MR. MOSTYN OWEN’S NET HITCHER. 
HROUGH the courtesy of our esteemed contemporary, Land 
andi Water, we are able to give our readers, who may be 
desirous of protecting their waters, an illustration of Mr. Owen’s 
hitcher for sinking in places where poachers are expected to 
operate. It consists simply of an old barrel filled with stones, 
with stout iron hooks—a bit of iron fence rail would answer well, 




































































































































































































































































The best way is to push the iron 
right through the barrel, and then bend or twist the projecting 
ends. Suck an engine as this costs little, and will give a good 
account of any net that comes in contact with it. 

lt should be sunk (from a punt or boat) in an upright position 
—let down by arope, in fact, and then it will soon become 


attached as shown inthe cut. 


embedded. 








FISHERIRIES OF NEWFOUNDLAND. 

ae were recently in the Daily News some interesting notes 

on “The Newfoundland Fisheries.” The subject will, we 
learn, be followed up and exhaustively treated in the new work 
on ‘Newfoundland : the Oldest British Colony,” by Mr. Joseph 
Hatton and the Rev. M. Harvey, to be published by Messrs. Chap- 
man and Hall next week. Though Newfoundland has been a 
British possession for over 300 years, the history now in the press 
will for the first time deal with its entire history and prospects. 








Grecory’s Spinninc Baits. ‘The Gregory,’ .the “Flexible Cleopatra,’ the 
“‘ Oxford,” and the ‘‘ Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Press the best baits 
invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing-tackle 
shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works, 
Redditch. Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
received from the Right’ Hon, John Bright, M.P.; Mr. William Bailey, Nottingham ; the 
Rev. E. C. Holt, Teddington ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Gregory’s 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by 
the press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait, The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size. Has been tried with remarkable 
success.—See that the name ‘‘ Gregory” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as inferior 
imitations are offered for sale, and people are thereby disappointed and deceived 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, Birmingham.—[Apvr-] 
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ANNUAL DINNER OF THE LYNN ANGLING ASSO- 
CIATION. 
SPEECH BY THE REV. J. R. CRAWFORD. ‘ 

THE members of this association celebrated their sec: nd anniversary 
by dining together at the Crown Hotel on Jan. 25, when a capital 
repast was served to about 100 persons by Mr. G. Heckford, 

The room was very prettily decorated with a number of framed and 
glazed coloured engravings of fish, kindly lent by Mr. F. Ludby, pre- 


sident of the society, specimens of fish caught in the neighbourhood | 


of Lynn, and emblems of the piscatorial science, including some re- 
markably fine fishing rods, landing nets, gaffs, tackle, &c. Mr. Ludby 
occupied the chair, and Messrs. J. B. Rix and R. D. Rust discharged 
the duties of vice-chairmen. They were supported by, amongst 
others, the Rev. J. R. Crawford, and Messrs. A. Dodman, H, Brad- 
field (hon. secretary), J. WW. Barrett, W. J. Pole, S. M. W. Wilson, J. 
Pepper, J. Lapish, F. Smoothy, J. S, Frinklin, E. Dow, ces NA, 
Morriss, J. F. Reddie, W. J. King, W. Seppings, W. J. Beart, W. 
Johnstone, &c. . 

The Chairman gave the toasts of ** The Qeen,” ‘‘ The Prince and 
Princess of Wales,” and ‘* The Army, Navy, and Volunteers,’’ coup- 
ling with the latter the name of 

Private J. S. Franklin, of the London Rifle Brigade. who responded. 

Mr. C. \W. Morriss, in proposing ‘‘ The Mayor and Corporation,” 
- said—-With regard to the Corporation, not only was the Mayor a 
member of their society, but he was always willing to do all that was 
in his power to assist it at the cost of his time and in a pecuniary 
point of view. Several members of the Town Council had also joined 
the association, and some were present with them that evening, thus 
showieg the interest which they took in its affairs. With the toast 
he would couple the name of their worthy townsman, a good Town 
Councillor and brother angler, Mr. Alfred Dodman. 

Mr. Dodman, in reply, said he was sure it afforded the Mayor much 
gratification to be connected with that association. The town was 
very fortunate to possess such a Chief Magistrate as Mr. Pattrick. 
With regard to the other members of the Council, if they satisfied 
the gentlemen who sent them there it was more than they could do 
themselves, for the diversity of opinions upon the different subjects 
that came before them often made them most difficult to deal with. 
In relation to the Angling Association, the Council had been glad to 
strain a point and to place certain waters belonging to the boroughat 
its service. (Applause.) 

The Rev. J. R. Crawford being called upon by the chairman, rose 
amidst loud applause. He said: The toast which I have to propose 
is the toast of the evening—a fact which shows that the committee 
have paid me a greater compliment than they have paid the toast. 
Tt was quite an open question afew hours ago whether I should be 
able to attend your dinner this evening, as I have been suffering from 
a severe cold;-but I was determined, if possible, to cairy out my pro- 
mised part of the programme. To be brief, the toast which I have to 
propose is ‘*‘ The King’s Lynn Angling Association,’ and in giving it 
I shall endeavour to say something about angling associations in ge- 
neral, and our own association in particular, and offer my reasons for 
desiring the prosperity of all such societies, both collectively and in- 
dividually. (Hea:, hear.) Wecan boast in this country of quite a 
library of piscatorial literature ; but the great majority of the volumes 
deal with nothing else than fish, how, when and where to catch them, 
with in some cases (and these throwa inas a soupcon to flavour the 
whole) a word or two of culinary importance as to how tc cook what 
you have caught. (Laughter.) Those, however, of us who shall live 
to see the clo-e of this century w ll find considerable additions to this 
library, and that in the shape of works 0° a much more scientific cha- 
ractec than their predecessors. Already some volumes have been 
placed on the shelves, and there will be several treatises on that most 


interesting subject, ‘* Pisciculture,’’—not how to ca‘ch fish, but how, 
g subj 


to breed fish ; how to acclimatise them; how, it may be, to obtain va= 
luable cross strains; and how also, by artificial means, to hatch and 
to fatten fish, (Hear, hear.) Pisciculture is in its infancy, but it has 
an important and practical fu'ure before it. I would ask, what is 
the cause of thischange in our literature on fish? I answer—angling 
associations. It is no use talking and writing about angling associa- 
tions if there be nothing to angle for. I have seen a clever pictorial 
parody on the enthusiasm which is supposed to fill the breasts of all 
members of our gentle craft, in the shape of the sketch of a gouty old 
gentleman who is fishing” in» a tub—that is to say he is in 
his chair, not the tub—and a few sticklebacks in the latter 
are the objects of his skill. (Laughter.) But apartfrom this enthu- 
siasm, one thing I contend is certain—that if you want any sport to 
decline, you have only to destroy all the objects of that particular 
chase, to speedily effect your object. This catastrophe was fast ap- 
proaching our craft, and nothing has saved us but our associations of 
anglers.» I remember very well the passing of the Act that is now 
known asthe Fresh Waters Fisheries Act, in 1879. That Act was ri- 
diculed, and I myself have crossed swords over the matter in the 
columns ofthe “eld. It was undoubtedly the right end of the wedge, 
which is constantly being driven home by the practical enthusiasm, 
the scientific advocacy, and the power which is derived from union, 
found in the ranks of our angling associations. (Applause.) I trust 
and doubt not that you will share in this work. We want to be a 
scientific, as well as a sporting body; a body of breeders as well as a 
body of destryers ; a body of conservators, as well as a body of con- 
sumers ; and I hope some day to hear that not only are Salmo fario 
to be caught in your rapid streams, but also the Sadmo ¢rutta in your 
river lengths; Slo stomachichus, the brilliant Gillaroo trout, in 
your broads, and 7?zea aurea in your ponds. (Hear, hear.) But 
there is another reason why the prosperity of angling associations is 
desirable—it is on eccount of the sport which they procures: England 
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is the cradle. of sport. Ihave heard a brother Irishman say that 
Nimrod must havehad a strainof Engl sh oratleast Hibernian blood in 
bis veins. 
without facilities for sport as it is to conceive Paris without facilities 
for pleasure. Owing toa combination of causes which it would be 
needless to enumerate here and now, faci ities for indulging in sport 
are becoming less and less to the individual unaided by extraneous 
help. There is less opportunity now of giving vent, in an innocent 
way, to our sporting proclivities, than was formerly the case. Do noz 
mistakeme. It would be simply unbearable to have every would-be- 


sportsmanrambling overone’sland, Theideais asutterlyabsurd as itis 


chimerical. My point is this: In. days gone by there were fewer 
sportsmen and fuller liberties; now there are more sportsmen snd 
less freedom. 
with an increasing p»pulation, the opportunities of indulgiag init are, 
at least to the individual, very few and far between. (Applause.) 
Now, there is one class of sport which, because of its special charac- 
teristics, is more popular than any other—I ref-r to angling, And 
there are many owners of fisheries who, some as pure, kindly sports- 
men, some as combining business with sport, are w.lling to let their 
fisheries for sums which, while they are beyond the purse of one, are 
well*within the range of our angling associations. Combinations can 
purchase what individuals cannot afford; and, therefore, as offering 
opportunities to the many of that sport which heretofore the few have 
only enjoyed, angling associations deserve our best wishes. (Applause. ) 
Now, let me say a word about sport. Charles Lamb has _§satirised 
English gentlemen by declaring that the first question after breakfast 
in acountry house is: ‘‘ What shall‘we go and kill to-day P” Ido not 
think this is fair to our country; still, there is in too many instances 
room for even that satire. Sport has of late years too frequently de- 
generated intoslaughter. \tatis sport? A sportsman some years 
ago thus wrote on the subject ia the /ie/d:— ; 


“« Sport is pitting oneself fairly against the animal chased; match- 
ing one’s natural instincts, aided by some fair-weaponof destruction, 
againstthe animul’s natural iustinct, aided by its natural weapons of 
escape; but poaching, by which I mean unsportsmanlike ways, is, as 
it were, hitting a man in the face whenhis hands are down.” P 


—(Hear, hear.) Now, we anglers are, as a body, the fairest of sports- 
men. Wecannot, if we would, handicap our fish as birds and beasts 
are handicapp:d. The more you feed them and drive them together, 
the less chance of your catching them. Still, there are poaching ways 
known to some so-called anglers. I trust it willever be the pride of 
our association that every member shall, as the old song goes, always 
fish fair. (Applause.) I do not know if Iam treading on anyone's 
fiscatorial toes, but I must express a hope that amongst us as little 
use as possible will be made of that—in most cases unnecessary, and 
in all cases cruel (I do not recall that word)—custom of trolling with 
the go-ge bait, which often pul's out the pike’s entrails. (Hear, hear.) 
As to competitions, aslong as the Lynn Angling Associatioa lives, 
may it be ignorant of that abomination known as a pegging-downa 
match. Ofall ghastly parodies, enough to make the bones of Izaak 
Wal-on rattle in his grave, those noisy lottery-made competitions are 
the most ghastly. Should any member of our society be guilty of un- 
sportsmanlike actions (a state of things even inconceivable), may the 
solemn anathema-of Francis Francis rest upon his devoted head : 


“‘May your rod top smash at the ferrule, and the brazing stick in 
tight, at the commencement of your crack day of the season; and 
may you be unable to beg, buy, borrow or steal another rod within 20 
miles. May you also travel Ioo miles in a strange country, find the 
river in splendid ply, and then discover you haye left your reel at 
home. May the next dish offish you partake of seize you with un- 
speakable internal pains, and may your wife have locked up the 
brandy and gone out for a couple of days; and in your misery please 
send for Dr. Francis to administer consolation.” ., 


—(Roars of laughter.) Not only as a scientific and sporting asso. 
ciation is prosperity to be wished to your society, but I think, as af- 
fording recreation fur the mind and body, and even most wholesome 
food—both sinew-nourishing and bra'n-forming food—success is your 
due. It surprises me that more of the humbler labouring classes do 
not, asa matter of profit, join our angling societies. In large centres 
of industries they do; and the old adage that ‘Satan finds some 
mischief still for idle hands to do,” is considerably at a discount in 
consequence. (Hear, hear.) Fish can only be taken in well-pre- 
served waters, and then they. can be taken with profit. Food and 
recreation are not so common in our day that societies which offer 
them need languish for supporters. Thus, brother anglers, for 
scientific purposes, for sporting purposes, for philanthropical and 
sanitary purposes, your society may well deserve the heartiest good 
wishes of the neighbourhood. I should like to add one word to the 
more devoted and intelligent of your members. 
have met in the winter months to hear read papers from members on 
all sorts of topics relating to their craft. I have read several of those. 
which have now gone to swell the piscatorial literature of which I 
spoke some time back. Why should you not try some such plan ? 
Keep your eyes open, use your thinking powers; when in nature (in 
the air above, the earth around, or the waters beneath) you see any- 
thing strange, note it. Ask yourself why itis and what it is? Be 
students as well as anglers ; then your days by the bank-side shall do 
you a triple good—good to your body—good to your mind—good to 
your soul, for you will learn to trace more and more the great Creator's 
love and power, and learn to use, and never abuse, the creatures 
which He has placed in subjection to your higher being. (Immense 
applause.) . 

Mr. Bradfield, in responding, spoke of the prosperity of the operations 
of the association, and remarked that those who were interested in 


In a word, whilst the desire for sport has increased 


; 


Be this as it may, it is as impossible to imagine England — 


Many associations ~ 
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the hatching of fish had now a favourable o pportunity offered them 
at the Lynn museum, 

Mr. J. B. Rix proposed the health of the chairman. 

> drunk with musical honours and loud applause. ; 

The Chairman, in responding, said the committee and members of 
that assoc’ation knew that he had at heart the welfare of the society, 
which had succeeded beyond their expectations. At present it was 
only an infant institution, but there was every prospect of its advancing, 
so Jong as they continued united. (Applause.) 

Mr. J. W. Barrett proposed ‘‘The Treasurer and the Committee,” 
which was acknowledged by Mr. R. D. Rust. 

The Chairman then proposed ‘‘The Secretary,” Mr. Bradfeld, 
without whose assistance he said the association would nevershave 
been started or since carried on, The toast was drunk with musical 
honours and loud applause, : : 

The Secretary returned thanks and quoted the words of George 

-Dawscn, who, in his remarks on “ the pleasures of angling,” said :— 

“Angling is not alcne a health-retaining and a2 health-giving 
pastime. It is a medicine to the mind as well as to the body; and, 
unlike too many pleasures of life, it scatters no seeds from which the 
nettle of remorse may grow to sting the conscience or drive sunshine 

- from the heart. Like the unclouded friendships of youth, it leaves 
only joyous memories.” 

Mr. J. J. Rolfe gave “The Vice-Chairman,” for which Mr. Rust 
replied. " 

Mr. J. Pepper gave ‘‘ The Press,” coupled with the Zyz22 Adver- 
“iser. Mr. A.M. E. Tuddenham proposed ‘‘ The Ladies,” to which 
Mr. Rix responded. ‘“‘ The Host,” proposed by Mr. J. S. Franklin, 
concluded the toast list. 

The speeches were interspersed with some capital songs by Messrs. 
G. Smith, A. Spraggs, J. Withers, H. J. Jones, A. M.-E. Tudden- 
ham, G. R. Oswell, and W. W. Wilkin, Mr. J. Reddie accompany- 
ing on the pianoforte.—Lyzn Advertiser. r z 
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THE NOTTINGHAM -STYLE AND PROS. AND CONS. 
ON THE. CASTING -OF © BAITS: 
It is possibly correct that the numerical strength of the army of 
Nottinghams is much inferior tothat of the Thames throwers ; but, 
being myself in favour ofthe former army, I do not wish this acknow= 
ledgment (if it be correct) to be accepted as a sign af our weakness, 
for I hold that, where practicable, the Nottingham style is the cleanest, 
neatest, most accurate, and quickest manner of throwing out a bait ; 
at the same time the efficiency of the Thames style must be acknow- 
ledged whenever it is necessaty to resort tothat style. Who could 
conveniently throw a bait off the winch when standing between trees, 
or otherwise confined for room? Experience convinces me that to 
throw short distances when so circumstanced, the Thames style is 
indispensable ; for the power required to give the impetus to get out 
from 15 to 20 yards of line off the winch often cannot be obtained 
when the sline can *be got out in “the Thames ; manner. 
No doubt, by looping your line between the rings inthe Nottingham 
style, you can throw out in confined positions; but once your fine 
twist line gets wet through you are certain of hitches and tangles. 
Another advantage in the Thames style is that when necessiry much 
coarser tackle can be used, and this is sometimes a necessary evil— 
many anglers would think it sheer madness to fish a weedy piece of 
jack water with so fine a line as is necessary to have to throw off the 
winch. I can myself throw fairly well, as is evidenced by the fact of 
my taking the first prize in the Amateur Thames. style, and second 
prize in the Amateur Nottingham style at the last FISHING. GAZETTE 
Tournament, besides other Nottingham style prizes. I, therefore, 
make bold to offer an opinion, in opposition to one given by a corre- 
spondent to the GAZETTE, that it is more probable that the two 
styles will, in future, go hand in hand with most general anglers than 
that the Thames style will be altogetherignoredor forgotten. Althongh 
the style indicated, by the latter portion of his ‘‘nom de plume” is 
vastly superior, it is also necessary to know something of the style 
called after the former portion of it to make a thorough angler, such 
_as he evidently is. 

I would now offer a few remarks on my own experiences of the 
Nottingham style of throwing, and on some of the different statements 
which have been made in these columns bythose gentlemen who have 
already so kindly brought forward this interesting and important 
subject. I donot think any hard-and-fast line can be laid down as 
to which hand should hold the rod above the wiuch. Some good 
throwers will hold it with the left, and others with the right; and 
some fix the winch with the handles to the left and work it.so, and 
others the contrary way. The gentleman from whom I learnt the art 
(than whom there is, probably, no better angler in London) holds the 
rod above the winch with the right hand, whilethe left hand is held 
against the rod and the back of the winch (firmly grasping the 
two after the cast is made), the finger tips being used to 
check the winch; the cast is then made from the right side ; 
the rod can then be sufficiently firmly held with the left hand for any 

» ordinary fish (I have found it so with barbel up to 8 lb. weight), and 
the winch and fish played with the right hand—surely the proper one 
with which to do so, for the fish is played from the winch, the rod 
forming an intermediate medium after the bait is cast. In the event 
of any extra strong rushof the fish, the right hand can be applied to 
give extra hold to the rod, the fingers of the left hand still applying 
the accurate nicety of break to the winch. When the rush is over the 
extra hold is not ‘required, and the right hand can again go to the 
handles of the winch to wind-up. I throw and handle my rod in this 
manner, asalso do others who have learnt with me ; but it.is, no doubt, 
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the fact that many of our best anglers handle their rods and winches 
with the opposite hands named above, and they would no doubt con- 
sider the other way in much the same light as an cnlooker 
does a left-handed cricketer. If the Nottingham casting 
can be learnt, let it be done by all means, by either right 
or left-handed men, and do not let the learner who finds, it easiest 
to throw one particular way be dispirited by the assertion that he is 
going the wrong way to work, or that itis a most difficult thing to 
learn any way. This calls to my mind that most of your correspond- 
ents impress upon us the trouble it is and the length of time it takes 
to learn the Nottingham style of casting. In this I cannot agree with 
them. Given the right kind of line and winch to anyone who has 
previously thoroughly studied and mastered the reason why the winch 
sometimes overruns, or why the bait sometimes jerks back at the end ~ 
of an otherwise successful cast, and why the line and bait sometimes 
refuses to run out hardly at all, but performs instead a series of 
erratic circles round his head, eventually winding around the top of 
the rod, and also has studied the proper manner of applying the break 
to the winch, and why it should be so applied—such a person can, I 
feel sure, learn this art in a very short time. I could name those who 
have done so, and would undertake to teach anyone who really wished 
to learn during the course of one day’s outing. I would qualify these 
remarks on learning by this, that one who can throw twenty yards 
fairly straight, and without any hitch or check, has mastered the art; 
he knows the principle of it, and it remains only for practice to make 
him an adept at throwing long distances and working his bait in the 
best manner. AsI have not yet seen it explained in the GAZETTE, I 
will endeavour to describe, in as clear a manner as I can, the move- 
ments of the winch and the bait after a cast has been made, thus: 
You stand more or less sideways to the stream, with the butt of the 
rod on your hip; you catefully glance at the spot to which you desire 
to cast, calculate the distance and the relative positions of the spot 
and yourself, and make your cast, keeping the fingers upon the 
winch to prevent its running until. that instant when you see the 
point of the rod and the swinging bait are in those relative posi- 
tions which practice, and that only, has taught you they 
should be to carry the bait’ to its destination. At that 
instant your fingers are removed from the barrel of the winch, and a 
slight extra swing is given to the rod, and away travels the bait. The 
impetus given now draws the line off the winch, which it causes to 
revolve at a very great speed, but not more rapidly than the line is 
drawn off as the bait travels; and the winch revolves at nearly 
uniform speeds until the bait attains its greatest altitude. During this 
time the winch need not be checked; but as the bait begins to fall 
its forward flight is considerably diminished, because the impetus has 
become naturaily expended, and has become more quickly so by 
reason of the ever-increasing weight of the length of line between 
the bait and the winch.* At the same time, the quick revolution of the 
winch keeps onand unwinds line,which cannotbe drawn away by the bait; 
therefore, at this moment a check must be put on the wioch, which 
check must be so regulated as not to impede the declining speed of 
the bait, but at the same time (in most cases) to stop its revolving 
altogether the instant the bait touches the water. In calculating 
the exact pressure of check to be applied to the winch, it must also 
be taken.into consideration that there is already some length of slack 
line to deal with, Owing to the fact that, while in the air, the line 
formed the arc of a large circle or ellipse, that when it lays on the 
water it should be nearly straight, and therefore reach further. My 
practice is to stop the winch Jdé/ove the bait 1eaches the water, 
relying on this slack line and the extending of the poinc of the rod to 
successfully launch tne bait. I find greater accuracy is thus ensured, 
and itis even possible to slightly guide the falling of the bait if it is 
seen to be-travelling Zoo fav. The point of the rod is now drawn 
either to the right or left, as the case may require, thus placing itata 
less or greater angle with the line.“ This action commences instantly 
to move the bait through the water, and when the thrower has to 
change hands, in the manner condemned by many correspondents to 
this paper, it fills up that almost imperceptible break which then 
occurs. The bait can now be wound up, giving fhe most lifelike and 
attractive action to it, by winding quickly or slowly, by raising or 
lowering the point of the rod, and by all. those movements of it 
practised by the Thames style casters. 

There are Coubtless:so many advantages which appear under dif- 
ferent circumstances in both styles, that one feels quite justified in 
asserting that the two should work together to a much greater extent 
than they have done heretofore. The tournaments initiated in Eng- 
land by Mr. Marston have brought the Nottingham style more pro- 
minently- before the Thames anglers, and as it becomes more used by 
them, incontestable advantages cannot fail to be acknowledged where 
rapidity and fine fishing are desirable ; but where coarse tackle must 
of necessity be used, the Thames style would have to be resorted to, 
for it is doubtful ifany angler could throw very many yards of, say, an 
eight plait waterproofed line off the winch. ‘here was at the last 
tournament some very strong Thames casting, and it struck meatthe 
time that a live bait hooked through the back fin would not have 
withstood some of the jerks required to get out the line-—R. W. 
HOBDEN. 





* Thus the forward distance travelled by the bait, after its greatest altitude 
is reached (which in any projectile bears but a limited proportion to its previous 
flight), isso impeded that its descent to the water is rather sharp. 
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GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


A FULL account of the General Committee Meeting, and the 
inspection of the buildings by the members of the press, will 
appear next week. 








RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 





Morning. Afternoon. 
London Bridge Ad at Tee soe en _ es 
Putney... 10 oe an ee 10.21 eet s5 
Kew ts: oe oe A yet We tar stig hs 
Richmond i °° nie ew eed ee 12.5 


Ancholme District. 

This district came in for a fair share of the tempests, which have been the 
prevailing feature of the past week. The water has not merely been discoloured, 
but the wind has been so high that anglers have stood a fair chance of being 
blown into the water to feed the fishes instead of catching them. Fishing 
operations have, therefore, been at a comparative standstill. Durin g the 
intervals of fair weather I have walked by the side of some local trout streams 
and observed a few of the earliest flies—viz., needle brown, gravel, spinner, 
early brown, and early spinner. These early varieties have been as good as eye- 
salve to the sight, and have made my mouth to water with the thought of 
the honey which is shortly in store—THoMAS Forp. 


Chichester. 


I have not much to chronicle this week. .A few bream have been taken, and, 


as usual, some good fish broken away. Mr. Hammond landed a smail pike, 
while Mr. Young and Mr. Summers played havoc among some small carp in 
private water, no less than seven dozen being landed. ver alive to the interest 
of brother anglers, Messrs. Young and Summers placed six dozen, alive and well, 
in the Chichester Canal. May they increase and prosper. The weather to-day 
(Thursday) has been warm and fine, but the evening is coming in stormy.— 
GEORGE I’. SALTER. 
Derwent (Chatsworth). 


We have not had an angler out that I can hear of since my last communica- 
tion. The weather during Saturday and Sunday was very stermy with both 
snow and rain, which caused a rise on this river, but with a good drying wind 
the ‘liquid ”’ is rapidly fining down rendering prospects good for sport. 

Dove. 

We have liad changeable weather this week, but to-day (Thursday) it seems 
to have settled down into good hard frost. The ground is as hard as adamant, 
and there is a white hoar frost upon it, upon which the sun, shining brightly as 
it does at the time of writing, seems to haveno power. ‘Thus, then, grayling 
anglers have got what they want at last; and if they don’t catch some big 
samples now, they will scareely do so at any other time. Our Dove grayling 
always rise better in frost, with a bright sun overhead, that at any other period. 
They did so in Walton’s days, and I suppose they will keep on doing ditto 
till the piscine millennium arrives, when probably they will rise unceasingly. 
The dishes this week have averaged about five brace per rod, and the best 
killing fly has proved to be the winter dun. Pike are stirring about briskly, 
~ and they will take the live or any other suitable bait with freedom right up to 
the close season.—T HE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle), 


After a weary wait of three months, the fishing seasonis again here. The 
Eden will be fishable to-morrow, but cannot be said to be in good order. 
After the heavy flood of Monday last, the highest since 1874, the river fell 7 ft. 
in twenty-four hours; the next twenty-four hours only about 1} ft., and now 
it is qlite 2 ft. too high for angling in most places, and full of snow broth. 
Still, many a rod will be out to-morrow, and let us hope that some will get a 
prize. There are plenty of spring fish in the river, even a dozen miles above 
Carlisle, and the disease is nothing like so bad as last year. A good many 
diseased kelts have been buried, but only one spring fish has been seen affected. 
I attribute this to the great number of freshets which have acted as fresh air 
acts in a house in which fever exists. I hope to be ab'e next week to send you 
a list of a few ‘‘beauties’’ taken with the rod, All depends on the state of 
the water.— SILVER GREY. . 

Exe (Tiverton). 

To-morrow, Friday, the 2nd inst, is the opening day on the Tiverton water ; 
the outlook is not very encouraging; the prospects of the ‘‘good sport 
anticipated,’”? have been blighted by the snow and hail storms of Monday and 
Tuesday last. To-day, after clearing somewhat, the water looks quite green, which 
indicates plainly the presence of snow ; fish never sport well under these con- 
ditions. —W™m_ Muprorp. 





Lea (Ware)- 


When this water is to be again in really fishable condition, goodness knows ! 
flood after flood making this favorite stream of London roachers like pea soup 
week after week, which is enough to dishearten the most persevering followers 
of Izaak Walton. Still, hope on we must. The frost of last week gave us some 
hope, but such hopes were, alas! only doomed to early disappointment, as here 
at time of writing the iiver is more like a dirty ditch, running at a rate as if its 
only desire was to beat the *¢ Flying Dutchman,” and under such circumstances 
your humble contributor must content himself with reporting simply ‘‘no 
sport.’’—-LION AND WHEATSHEAF, 

P.S.—One little item I nearly forgot, viz.—Webb, of King’s Cross (Trout 
Webb), caught a solitary perch of 1}lb. at St. Margaret’s, on 28th ult.—poor 
sport for so persistent a follower of the rod. 


Lee (South of Irelard. 


Before this letter appears the fishing season will have been opened in the 
South of Ireland, as regards the Lee and Blackwater, and we shall be able to 
judge whether our present very favourable anticipations of angling will be 
realised. No season has ever opened in my recollection with better prospects. 


The high floods in the early part of the winter fetched in the 
fish from the sea, and for the last month there has been a 
succession of floods until en Munday, the banks cf the Lee 


and Blackwater were completely overflown, and the water spread over a large 
area of land at either side. In Corka portion of the quay wall was carried away. 
On Tuesday the water was still bank high. With the opening on Thursday Ist, 
the anglers will have a ‘‘sea’’ to fish in, and will, no doubt, be able to render 
a good account of their first day’s efforts. The reports received from the 
upper waters have been very cheering. Large numbers of sprung fish have been 
seen passing over the weirs on their way to the fishing grounds. The poaching 
operations carried on in the tidal way have, however, been very destructive. 
Night after night drift nets are engaged in the illegal work. Nets have been 
seized, boats have been taken by the bailiffs of the conservators, 
but still the thing goes on, the resources of the poachers 
proving apparently inexhaustible, and bidding defiance to the means adopted to 
capture them. In the month just on the eve of expiring, twelve nets were 
taken on the water, some of them being 280 yards long, and valued at £18 each. 
‘The seizures of fish at the railway termini, as they were about being transported to 
the London and Manchester markets, realized over £40. The one fact to be de- 
duced from these circumstances is that sprung salmon have been plentiful in the 
harbour, and we may reasonibly assume that they are plentiful in the river. The 
old fish, which spawned during the winter months, have been returning to the 
sea, and as the high water facilitates this retrograde movement, it is to 
be hoped that they will have cleared out of the streams pefore the Ist— 
ANGLER. 


Leicester. 


During the latter portion of last week and up to and including Monday, we 
have experienced in Leicestershire some very heavy storms of rain and hail, 
which have caused considerable damage in the lowlands; the rivers overflowed 
their banks, and in some places a large number of fields together were com- 
pletely submerged. A fewof the more ardent rodsters, however, would not 
be denied, and were at work in the quiet spots, but the success attending their 
efforts was not anything startling, although several had a few pounds of roach 
and perch. The weather after Monday changed for the better, the waters went 
down very fast with a good wind; and Wednesday being fine and bright, a 
large number of anglers were out at the local society’s waters, and in some 
swims the roach bit well. To-day (Thursday) weather fine and cold; waters. 
getting into condition again, but very little doing —ALERT. 


Lune (Arkholme). 


The river Lune and its tributaries (the Wenning, Greta, and Burrow Beck) 
are at present, and have been for some days in a high flood, and quite unfit for 
the angler; but as our opening day is not “until Friday, the 2nd, we may hope 
to have more settled weather. The spawning season has been very successful, 
and the water- bailiffs report abundance of fish in the river, and not much 
disease. A few male salmon have been picked out. The flies I use for the 
first few weeks of the season are water-hen, woodcock, dark snipe, and top side 
of partridge tail, mixed with wren trail feather-dressed hackle. —PISCATOR. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

During the week, owing to the heavy rain, the fish have had plenty of oppor- 
tunities of seeking (literally) fresh fieids and pastures new, for the river has 
been over its banks and far away. However, to-day (Thursday) it is running 
down in nice order, and{no doubt roach, chub, -&c., may be taken in the slacks, 
and by Saturday, if the weather continues fine, it will again be in good order 
for all-round fishing. Iam, however, afraid that we shall have more rain, and a 
very little, with the present soddened state of the ground, is sufficient to spoil 
all angling prospects. There never was a worse season, in the opinion of YE 
MEDWAY WATER Rat. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


The weather has been delightfully fine this week, and improvement in all 
fishing matters will be the result. This d wy (Thursday) there is quite a change, 
being very mild, wind south. My visits to the water-side have been but few 
lately. The river is in first-class condition for all sorts of fishing, so anglers 
may expect some good sport. Some gentlemen staying at the ‘* Old Bell,” 
Hurley, caught a few nice fish, perch and roach, the early part of the week ; 
another gentleman, fishing near Temple Lock, caught a fine perch, weighing 
23 lb.; two smallijack have been taken at Hurley, and other reports from 
Hurley and Marlow are small. Anglers and artists will be pleased to hear that 
the vicar of Hurley, the Rev. F. J. Wethered, has, in answer to’a numerously 
signed petition to the Thames Conservancy Board, relative to the removal of 
the old and beautiful wooden bridges at Hurley Lock, received a reply that 
when the Board deem it expedient to remove the old bridges they shall be 
replaced by others of exactly a similar character and height, as suggested by 
the rev. gentleman.—HuRLny Trout. : 


i Thames (Goring). 
Water now very thick and a flood. Have nothing to report this week. 
Water so bad, prospects}for the next few days gloomy. No fishing this week.— 


Joun RusH. 
Thames (Oxford). 
Severalof my brother reporters have informed us, Hope on, Hope on, is 


-essentially the fisherman’s motto. I am inclined to think so, too ; and what is 


more, they can go on hoping for some time yet to come, for the heavy rains of 
the last few days have laid the country under water, with every prospect of a 
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further rise. Boththe Thames and the Cherwell are coming down as thick and 
as yellow as pea soup, and I have not heard of asingle fish being taken, and I 
should very much*doubt if it is possible to find a fishable spot, except just at 
the locks and bits of elevated ground, within many miles of Oxford. I suppose 
though, as usual, several of your contemporaries will announce the capture of 
a few big jack in the Oxford waters—they do most weeks, and it will be a great 
pity if they are stopped this by a drop of muddy water ; but still I should like 
to aw the exact locality and the names of the gentlemen who do take them, 
if they are taken at all?’ No one in Oxford seems to hear of it, even the 
*Varsity watermen profess their ignorance, and if they don’t know, I 
am morally sure no one else does. I could give some very big catches 
at different times; but there is a discrimination to be exercised even in report- 
ing, for I never care to send news I cannot authenticate, and it is astonishing 
how fish increase in size after they leave the water—the longer they have been 
caught the biggerthey get. Our city motto is ‘‘Fortis est Veritas.” Some of 
our locals-have a strong appreciation for fortis in whisky, but a great disregard 
for veritas in fishing. I glean from Mr. Greville Fennell’s report in last week’s 
Field, that a trout of 35 lb. was taken by a person whilst fishing in Sutton pool 
(near Culham) with a live bait for jack. Instead of returning it to the water again, 
as he clearly ought to have done, irrespective of Acts of Parliament, he took it 
to the Swan Inn, where it was raflled for, and when it was opened it contained 
enough spawn to fill a dinner-plate. Proceedings are to be taken against all the 
parties. This incident only shows the ignorance displayed by many people, who 
think because they have caught, and in the act of catching, have nearly killed, a 
fish, they are entitled to keep it ; and I sincerely hope that before Boniface and 
his friends leave the court they will have learned a little of the law relating to 
the capture of fish in the close months ~ and not at a cheap rate either. —CHER- 
WELL OTTER. 
Thames (Sonning). 

Since sending you the account of the take of fish last week, we have had 
more rain, the water almost as high as it has been, and very thick. No chance 
of fishing forsome time. Dr. Lewin brought a roach home last Saturday 
which weighed 2} lb., length, 16 in. ; girth, 11in. Ihave seen one larger since 

_Thave been here that was caught in the net when Bramley netted it. I have 
not the least doubt there are scores over 24 1b., for atthe time they come up to 
spawn Ihaye seen some very large ones. Isee the account of several jack 
being taken of 2 to 4 lb. each, which, I think, ought to be thrown in again. 
Dr. Lewin and myself have thrown scores in up to 4 1b. often while we have 

been fishing, but not the last few years, as we get no jack-fishing on account 
of floods. I hear from Bramley that the Lodden and Patrick streams will not be 
netted again by him, as the Henley Association are going to pay so much for it 
not to be.—Wmn. Hutt. ’ 
Trent (Newark). 


We have had a very heavy flood in this district all the week, the low-lying 
meadows in the vicinity of the river being completly submerged, and angling 
eniirely out of the question. At the time of writing, Thursday, the water has 
got the turn, and has subsided a few inches. Under the most favourable 
circumstances, the Lower Trent will not be fishable before the middle of next 
week, and even then the game will be hardly worth the candl2. On last Sun- 
day night, ahamper of bream, estimated at over onecwt., was seen at the 
‘Newark Midland Railway Station, in company with a couple of well known 
‘Newarkers, and two Nottingham men (or supposed to be Nottingham men) ; 
the bream had evidently been netted on Saturday night, and were then on the 
'yoad to be weighed in at some of the Nottingham clubs, perhaps; one bream 
looked to be nearly a S-pounder. Nottingham club secretaries ought to make 

anote of this—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

| A big flood has prevailed during the week, and scarcely an angler has been 
able to wet aline. Floods for weeks past have been a source of annoyance to 
us all, One day the water would run down and fill us with hopes of being 
able to kill a chub or two, but, alas! the next, through rain, would see it dis. 
coloured again and almost unfishable, even for roach, dace, and bream. Several 
pike have been taken in a private lake in the neighbourhood, but none were of 
large size. On Thursday, when this letter was despatched, the river was 
receding, but at any moment we might, as prospects are, have a }heavy down- 
pour of snow. The clubs ate necessarily very quict.—THE MAN aT THE 
Cups. 



























Torridge (Torrington), 

This being the first of February, trout fishing commences in North Devon 
to-day. The river has been in continual flood all throu gh the winter, and the 
weather being mild, the specklies have been having a good time for feeding, and 
| should be in fine condition. And as soon as the weather and water is right 
we may look for good sport. I heard of between two and three thousand 
rout been taken last season in this neighbourhood with the rod, and 
bver 200 peel, and more than fifty salmon.—PRACTICAL ANGLER, 

Bs : 


Tweed: 


| During the past seven days the weather in the South of Scotland has been 
tery unsettled, and no trout angling worthy of note has taken place. Thurs- 
lay night was very stormy, and a considerable quantity of snow fell, and on 
|| 3unlay night there was a renewal of the storm, which now consisted of heavy 
|| howers of rain and sleet, accompanied by boisterous wind. In consequence of 
his and the melting of the snow which had previously fallen, the Tweed and 
‘s tributaries were very heavily flooded on Monday, the Tweedometer at Kelso 
ridge indicating at mid-day 9} feet above the regular flow. Throughout the 

ourse of the streams the high lands became inundated, and much damage was 
one, as the great quantities of debris that were floated seawards unmistakably 
testified. Since: Wednesday the weather has been dry and frosty, and the rivers 
ave fallen considerably. Rod salmon angling opened to-day, and with 
| ivourable weather, some good takes will doubtless be obtained at an early 
| ate. The net fishing does not begin until the 14th inst.—MAax WHEEL. 


an Wharfe (Yorkshire) 

As anticipated in my last week's report, a tremendous flood came down this 
on Monday morning. Such a one has not occurred for forty years, according 

e ‘oldest inhabitant,” and a great deal of damage to property in the low- 

ing districts has been the result. The Red Lion Hotel at Barnsall was com- 

etely flooded, although situated at a fair altitude on the banks of the river. 

hree otters were swum out of their stronghold near Pool. The old one and 









ny 
ae of the youngsters escaped, but the other was completely exhausted, and a 
an seeing it in that condition placed his foot uponits back and seized it by the 
1; its weight is about 8 or 9 1b., and, at the time of writing, it is still alive. 
a-day (Wednesday) the weather is more settled and the water rapidly receding. 
"RANCIS M. WALBRAN. : 


q 






- two prizes. 


Witham (Boston). 


Anglers notably haye patience and forbearance, and verily during this last 
season they have had great cause for their exercise. Only last week we were 
congratulating ourselves that at last we had got angling to a moderately 
pleasurable operation. But alas! for human nature. Hail, rain, snow, and blow 
has been upon us until we ourselves were well nigh disposed of. But bad as it 
has been, our friends upon the higher grounds mast have had it worse, for the 
volumes of water coming down the draining channels areimmense, All waters 
are at-this moment out of condition, especially the Witham. Snow-broth 
evidently pervades, and if the streams were approachable I don’t suppose much 
could be done. Some few anglers seeking pike bait followed up their quest on 
the Bargate and other home drains till about Monday, when rods and every- 
thing else had to be laid by. Ihave made many enquiries, but I only hear of 
a few pike being landed at Cherry Corner, and one only of these was a decent 
sized fish. Weare living in hopes, and these extend to a resumption—ull 
well—about next- Mondey. Hard frost is now prevailing—Tue YELLow 
BELLy. 

Wye and Derwent. 

We have had quite a hurricane blowing, also a great quan‘ity of rain, hail, and 
snow has fallen, both the latter end of last week and the beginning of this, which 
has caused both rivers to have large floods on them, which has quite put a stop 
to angling till to-day (Thursday), when the Derwent is in very fair condi ion for 
the bottom fishers, but very few anglers have been out. To-morrow, the 2nd 
inst., trout-fishing commences, according to the Freshwater Fisheries Act, and 
Ihave no doubt myself but that we shall have a good season, for { firmly 
believe that both these rivers are fairly stocked with trout. There willbe 
no fly-fishing for another fortnight on either rivers.—Gro. Jas. EaTon. 


Yare (Norwich). 


T had no report to send last week, as I could hear of no one who had tried 
their luck in such wind and weather as then prevailed. At the time Ishould have 
been penning my report the water in this river was lower than I can remember 
for a very long time; in fact, at Yarmouth Bar there was only 6 ft. 2 in. of 
water. The oidest inhabitant of Gorlestone does not remember the tide ever 
being solow. This was followed by a fall of snow of over 2 inches deep; this 
melted and swelled the stream. Saturday it snowed all the morning, and 
afterwards turned to rain and a gale rose. Sunday was fairly fine, and one 
sportsman had the luck to catch a good pike of 151 1b. at Thorpe, in what is 
termed the Postwick reach. Several fair catches of jack were had in private 
waters last week ; all we want is settled weather to bring them fairly on. 
Monday was very rainy and windy, and;the water has been very thick since. It 
will be in better condition to-morrow, and several friends of mine are going to 
venture out—to be rewarded, I hope. A few days like this (Thursday) the 
prospects willsoon brighten.—ROBERT MOLL. 


Yore (Hawes). 


A most devastating flood took place on Monday morning last. Many roods 
of walls were felled. Fishing has not been indulged in this week, although the 
water is now in fine trim. Jam afraid the floods will have destroyed a very 
large percentage, if not the whole, of the spawn deposited about Christmas, as 
the whole bed of the river was completely worked over, stones of a ton and over 
having been displaced from the positions they have occupied for nearly a cen- 
tury. Many fish will no doubt have been left out onthe pastures, &c.—J 
CoRRY. 





CLUB REPORTS: 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Dwelly, roach and dace. Inthe alteration of rules for this season all 
members are compelled to belong to the Anglers’:Benevolent Society—a good 
and wise rule, and it 1s a good example for other clubs to follow. A pegged- 
down match will take place at the Forty Guinea Water on Iebruary 25.— 
J. WoRLEDGE. 





AMICABLE WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Newman had tolb. of very fine roach. Messrs. Vanhegan and Moss 
both had good shows of roach. Mr. Munday had perch. The above society is 
now held at the White Horse, Fann Street, City.—H. WATKINS, secretary. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. ] 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2Ist inst. we fished a roving match, go where you please, for 
Mr. Somers first, roach and dace, 11b.90z., from the Thames ; 
Mr. J. Bowling second, bream, 1 1b., from Amberley. The following members 
also weighed in ;—Mr. A. Glass, roach, 5 lb. 3 0z., from the Lee; Mr. C. 
Daniels, roach, 10} oz., fromthe Lea; Mr. Scott, dace, 9} oz., Thames. 
—D. DAvVIs,secretary. 


an. 24. 

i ¥ ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 Is. 
from J. Hughes (Bow Churchyard), and £1 1s. from T. R. Sachs (Piscatorial 
Society), both being annual subscriptions.—R. GHURNEY, Secretary. 

an. 31, 1883. ——_—— | 
Jan: 30S" CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. F. Long saved this society from a blank Jast week with a pretty little 
jack 3 1b., and likewise winning Mr. H. Newbold’s prize for the gross weight of 
jack taken in January. Mr. Willcockson gives a handsome shade of fruit for the 
gross weight of roach taken in February. Members are requested to attend 
next Thursday—business very important.—W. I, BURWASH, jun. 

FITZROY ANGLING CLUB. 

Several of the members ot this club have been out during the week, but 
their takes have not been quite up to the average, if we except Mr. Tilburry, 
who had a splendid catch of roach, many going 4lb, and several {lb each, 
we believe that they came from the Colne, and this gentleman, although an 
hon. member, may be congratulated upon his success. Their treasurer, Mr. 
Frank Kemp, had also a heavy bag; but we are sorry to say that it did not 
consist of as many of the ‘‘finny tribe,’’ as one might have imagined by its 
size.—I’, HAWESBEE, sec. 

GIPPING ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

The 13th annual meeting of this society was held at the residence of Mr. Robt. 

Jas. Ransome, Stoke Hall, Ipswich, on Wednesday eyening last, that 
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gentleman being in the chair. The hon. secretary, Mr. W. C. Edgecombe, 
gave a statement of accounts, showing receipts, £42 6s. 6d. ; expenditure, 
445 3s. 6d., including previous year’s deficit of £3 5s. 4d. ; this left a balance 
due to Secretary of £2 17s. upon past year’s working. . This slightly progressive 
state, in the face of increased expenditure, was’ considered satisfactory. The 
election of officers for present. year was then proceeded with. Slight’alterations 
were made in the rules of the society, the most important being that in the 
rule relating to fence time—viz., that pike and perch fence time shall be in 
future from 31st March to 31st July, instead of from 1st March to the 3 Ist July. 
The late spawning season in this neighbourhood allows of such alteration. The 
next matter considered was the extension of the society's preserved water from 
Bramford to Blakenham, an extra distance of three miles. It would greatly con- 
duce to the interests of allinterested in fair anglingifthe society undertook the 
preservation, and, although it will entail an increased outlay, yet it was hoped 
that all who desired to See this hitherto rather ill-sed piece of splendid water 
made a good fishery, would come forward and lend a helping band, From 
the success which: has attended the applications of. the society in this respect, 
and the offers of rights of those interested in this part of the river, it is 
believed that the proposed extension can be carried out. A subscription list 
was started in the room to supply additional stock to the waters, and it was 
hoped that this fund would also receive support. Members present remarked 
that some takes of fine roach had recently been made, as well as some jack. A 
vote of thanks to all those who had so kindly conceded their rights of fishery 
to the society was unanimously given. The meeting concluded with a vote 
of thanks tothe chairman for his all round support.—Suffolk Chronicle, 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. F. Fletcher will give a prize (a handsome picture) to be fished for, with 


the two prizes given by Messrs. B. Crook and H. Butt announced last week, | 


to be fished for on the 11th inst. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS. 

On the 3oth ult. the members of the United Brothers, of the Druid's Head, 
Deptford, paid this society a friendly yisit. _ ‘* Alley Sloper’? and esteemed 
confrére, ‘‘Ike Mo,”’ were appointed to_ receive the visitors. I think, that the 
old gentleman must have had.a ‘‘ heavy boot ’’ * from the office by the manner 
in which he fulfilled his duty. He had one of. his constant. companions with 
him (it was not the umbrella), and he made very good use of it during the 
evening, especially when the health of the Peckham and the United Brothers 
was proposed. About fifty members and friends were present. (‘The 
Roacher”’ and the little roachers were higlily delighted with the reception 
they received, and a very pleasant. evening was-wound up with ‘‘Old Lang 
Syne’? and ‘‘ God Save the Queen.’’. Among those who contributed towards 
the amusement of the evening were Messrs. Reid, sen., Reid, jun., Wood, 
*« Sailor,’’ Jessie Parsons, Bricgyn, Hotham, &c. 

P.S.—I am referred by ‘‘ The Roacher ” to Herr J. Eller, of Kingston (the 
exact address or whom he could not give me, he having lost. it) for an answer 
to the following :— 

‘¢Herren J. Eller, — 

‘«Haben Sie mit gehalfen einen Fisch an das Ufer zu bringen in Kingston 

January 14, 1883 ???—PIxtE. 





PENDLETON UNION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society decided their first casting competition from 
the Nottingham reel on Saturday, January 27, in which about sixteen members 
took part. The first prize, an ebonite reel, was won by Mr. Jos. Leigh with a 
cast of 46 yards ; Mr. Isaac Mathews, second, with 443 yards. Owing to the 
violence of the wind, the result of the throwing was not what had been antici- 
pated, as many of the casts went out of the boundary and were not counted. 
After which all the competitors adjourned to their hostelry, the Fox Inn, and 
partook of a substantial repast, provided -by their worthy host, Mr. A. 
Mathews. The remainder of the evening was spent in harmony.—J AMES 
LEIGH, president, 


RODNEY PISCATORTALS. 

At a meeting held at headquarters on the 28th it was decided that, owing 
to the flooded state of the river, to postpone the 4th of February outing to the 
18th. Ihave received information from very good authority that the silver 
hook bait. has been to work at Kingston. Several good fish have been taken 
with it lately; amongst them was one weighing 1; lb., taken with a No. 4 
hook of that metal, and a great many more might have been had if parties had 
Pen ae to have used the same style.—PIXIE. 

feban. oa 
SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our first smoking concert this season will take place on Monday evening 
next, Sth February, commencing at 8.30 p.m., when the company of any brother 
angler will be esteemed a favor.—JOHN KIRWAN, sec. 

THE LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Srr,—Our members were out on January 28th, our trays being very well 
filled, nearly equal to the week previous, some haying some very fine fish; 
only the following members weighed in:—Mr. H. Moore, had avery fine 
show of perch, ; Mr. Letch, a fine show of roach, one being a very large fish ; 
Mr. Scott also had a fine show of roach; Mr. Hurwcood, some perch and 
roach._—W. H. Evans, sec. 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Chairman, Mr. Foreman. 
Secretary read a letter from Sir John Whittaker Ellis, Bart. (late Lord Mayor) 
in which he stated that he would be pleased to take the chair at the annual 
dinner of the society, to be held at the Holborn Restaurant, on March 7, The 
carp, which weighed 13 Ib. 4 0z., caught in a private lake by Mr. Blamey, and 
presented to the’society, has been received from Mr. Cooper and added to the 
museum, and is no doubt one of the largest caught with the rod in any society’s 
collection, Several candidates for membership are waiting the meeting of the 
committee for recommendation for ballot, and to all appearances the society will 


this season receive large accessions to their number. Several members had been | 


cut on fishing excursions, but through the state of the water and adverse weather 
had met with no success. The usual toast of the Chairman brought a quiet but 
pleasant evening to a termination.—J. L. 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
A complimentary visit will be paid to the Buckland Angling Society, Mid- 


_* This has no reference to the American term “ to boot,” or an Irishman’s 
rise; it refers to a sum received, 
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dlesex Arms, Clerkenwell-green, on Wednesday evening next, February 7th, 
when we hope our angling friends will rally round and give them a bumper. 
The monthly meeting of the Central Committee will take place on Monday even- 
ing next, February 5th, at 9°0’clock, S. Morgan, Chairman.—R. GHURNEY, 





WALTON AND COTTON ASSOCIATION. 

The annual dinner of the above association took place ou January 3tst, at the 
Holborn Restaurant. ‘Mr. Isaacs ably filled the chair, and was we] supported 
by Mr. Potter. Songs from Messrs. Halcam-and Head and others enlivened the 
evening ; the prizes were distributed, and the list of fish, 1350 1b. 6 oz., given— 
the total for the season. A very pleasant evening was spent, and all thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves, pleasure being greatly enhanced by the quality of the 
wines and vian¢s placed before us. md. FEN 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS: 

A short time ago Mr. Boalch, on behalf of the members of the above society, 
forwarded £1 1s. towards the expenses of netting the reservoirs for the purpose 
of stocking the River Thames. It was acknowledged in the FisHING GAZETTE 
as coming from Mr. Boalch. Now, as the money was voted out of the funds 
of the society, it will give very much satisfaction, both to the members and 
Mr. Boalch, if you will kindly acknowled,e it as coming from the Walworth 
Waltonians. In consequence of several prizes uot: being taken on the last 
two competitions, they will be open for competition on the 4th Februyry, 1883. 





.—PIXI£. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL ‘SOCIETY. 

On Thursday, the 25th ult., Mr. Young was at Shepperton, and succeedel 
in landing a fine carp of 5 1b. 9% 0z. On the 28th the members fished a match 
(Thames only), when Messrs. Willet, Evans, Beatley, and Thompson wen some 
good prizes with very little fish. Water verytbick and the colour of clay. At 
Bray, popes and miller’s thumbs were in the majority,—H, ADEANs, 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By : L.oB: : 


THE RIGHT OF FISHING’ IN “CANALS, 
THE usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies Working Committee will be 
held this (Friday) eveniag, at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, 
Baker Street, W. Besides the question of the ‘‘ District Visits,” there 
are several other matters of great importance down for discussion, and 
it is earnestly requested that all committee-mea who can possibly 
attend will do so. ? 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee will be held at the Bald-facei Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, 
on Monday evening, February 5th, Mr. S. Morgan in the chair. A 
good muster of delegates is expected. I have been repeatedly asked 
—indeed, I believe the question has appeared on one or more 
occasions in the columns of the FISHING GAZETTE—how it is that 
on most navigable canals, cuttings, &c., the companies possess abso- 
lutely no “fishery” rights in long stretches of their own water? I 
append extracts from an Act of Parliament, which may throw some 
light upon this apparent anomaly—the Act is the one granting the 
Grand Junction Canal Company its powers, but I expect a like clause 
is inserted in all Acts of of a similar nature. If I am wrong ia this, 
perhaps some reader of the FISHING GAZETTE better versed in legal 
technicalities will kindly set me right. " 

(Geo. III., 31, 32, and 33, cap. Ixxx., see. xcviii.—Rights of Lords 
of Manors and Landowners to the Fishery Preserved.) 

“And be it further enacted, that the lord and lord's lady and ladies 
of all and every manor and manors through which the said canal and 
collateral cuts, reservoirs, trenches, and sluices, or any of them, shall 
be made, shall have and be entitled in the right of fishery of and in 
the same canal, cuts, reservoirs, trenches, and sluices thereunto be- 
longing, as shall-be made over, -under, or through the common or 
waste lands within his, hers, or their manors respectively, or as 
shall be made over or through any other lands or grounds in the pits 
ponds or other waters whereof such lord, lords, or ladies now have or 
hath or is entitled to the rights of fishery, and that the owner or owners 
of and person or persons interested in any other lands or grounds 
through which the said canal and collateral cuts or any of them shall 
be made, shall also have and be entitled to the like right of fishery 
of and in so much of the said canal and collateral cuts or any other 
works as shall be made in under, over, or through his her or their lands 
or grounds respectively, or as.shall be made in, through, or over any 
common or waste lands wherein they had any rights of fishery before 
the passing of this Act. So as that in the use or exercise of the said 
right of fishery the said navigable canal and collateral cuts and other: 
works heteby authorised to be made shall not be prejudiced or ob- 
structed, or any water drained or exhausted from or out of the same, 
and so as the said company of proprietors or their agent, servants, 
or workmen or any of them shall not be liable to any penalty, action, or 
prosecution for or by reason of the taking or destr oying of any fish in 
the said canal, collateral, cuts or other works or any of them which 
shall be taken killed or destroyed through or by means of the letting 
off the water out of them respectively, on account of any repairs or 
works to be done in and about the same; and it shall be lawful for the 
lord or ladies of such manor or manors and for the owners of such 
lands or grour.ds being qualified by law to do so, to take and kill game 
upon so much of the said canal and collateral cuts and other works 
as shall be made through the'r respective lands’ or grounds as afore- 
said anything herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding.” - 4 













4 
Grorcr JAmEs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard. FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he Tsisagalt hee proved sure killers, , A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
of the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctuall: 
attended to,—[Apvr,] : ; : 
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. ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. , 

BEGINNER.—The lead must be placed on the trace about a foot or little more 
from the bait, according to the depth of the water. If it is very shallow 
you must put it nearer the hook. Gorge-fishing is a cruel.style of fishing. 
You must kill all your fish—large or small—taken on a gorge bait, and 
you do not get half the sport because the poor fish is pulling against his 
own gullet or goige, and often gets so sickened as to come in like a log, 
As you say you are a beginner, begin well and fish the live snap when you 
cannot spin for your pike. Gorge-fishing is rapidly going out of fashion 
as upsportsmanlie.—Ep. : 

ConsTANtT RrabER —Your letter will appear shortly. _ We have only kept it 
back in the hope that some experiments a friend is undertaking with a 
view of improving the fishmg creel will be successful. The great objec- 
tion to having partitions for tackle or fly-book, and for flask and lunch is 
that they increase the size so much, and cause all the weight to be on one 
side of the body, unless you adopt Col. Mawson’s strap arrangement on 
the knapsack principle.—Ep. 

Youre Piscator.—There is very fair fishing at Ipswich (See report of the 
Gipping Association in our paper this week). Ihe river Gipping contains 
roach, pike, perch, &c. Up to Boss Hall the fishing is free, The associa- 
tion preserve the fishing above. You can get day tickets (price one shilling) 
of the keeper. The secretary is W. Edgcombe, Esq , National and Pro- 
vincial Bank, Ipswich.—Eb. : 

Novice.—The Freshwater Fisheries Act protects all coarse fish, i.e., a 1 fish 
other than salmonidze, from March 15 to. June 15. Youcan get the names 
of our freshwater fish from any book on angling. —EDb. 





~ CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





A PLEA’ FOR THAMES FISHERMEN. 

S1r,—I am afraid there are many Thames (and other) fishermen in nearly as 
bad a plight as the fishermen referred to in your last week's paper, and while 
many »nglers would be willing to assis; in any special case when known to be 
deserving, still I think the time has arrived when a Fisherman’s Benefit 
Society should be started. 

I am bold enough to write you on this subject as, from inquiries I have made, 
I believe there is no such society, a: d that it would be of immense benefit to a 
deserving class of men, who are dependent in‘a very great degree upon the 
state of the elements for earning a livelihood. 

I say it would be an immense benefit and for this reason: ifproperly formed, 


. properly supported by the professional fisherman, and assisted and encouraged 


by well-to-do or wiliing and enthu iastic anglers, it should become self-sup- 
porting, and the tone of the men would be raised by feeling that when the 
seasons are unpropitious there is a something to fall back upon and the wolf 
kept from the door, not by means of charity, but by drawing upon a reserve 
fund accumulated mainly by their own industry, and encouraged by men ford 
of piscatorial sport, and capable of advising and contributing towards the 
necessary expense in carrying out the scheme or otherwise. 

Now, I know I am starting what appears up:n the face of it a scheme 
which, to besuccessful, should receive the support of every professional fisher- 
man, say, on the Thames to commence with, and many people may say that 
they are nut sufficiently numerous to make the proposed society a success. 
Why not try it? As necessarily it wou'd require an efficient and voluntary 
staff to underiake its management, and a man’s saving would be guaranteed, 
there would be no chance of an actu:l individualloss. 

Lam sorry to sayI am not very well versed in matters of management of 
this kind, but I am sure there are many men who could propound a scheme in 
avery short time, and I would ask you to open your columns to the discussion 
of the subject, and, if it should appear feasible, let it be attempted. If not, 
there is no harm done, and no one will be any the worse. Isincerely hope that 
the professional fishermen will not hesitate to express tbeir views upon the 
subject.” ~~ ‘ 

1 feel sure that if they are anxious for such a scheme as may be found prac- 
ticable and will*heertily enter into it, there will be no lack of advice and assist- 
tance from their more competent patrons and fellow anglers. 

There are many things which will require thrashing out, such as the amount 
to be subscribed, whether the fund could be applied to replacing tackle or gear 
lost through no fault of the owner ({ don t mean occasional hooks or tackle in 
pursuing their vocation)—whether the fund, in fact, could become sufficiently 
important to take the place of thé ordinary club. But, doubtless, as I said 


__ betore, you may elucidate something that would stand practical wear and tear. 


I will not burden you longer on this theme, as I may haye something to say 
further on, except that there need be no necessi y for my suggestion to clash 
with any other society.—I am, &c., 

Twickenham. A, J. LITTLE, 


[See our reference.to this in report of the Richmond annual dinner this week. 
—ED.] 





FLY-FISHING-SPINNING. 


S1r,—It is not from choice that I am breaking in upon my late found rest to 


write you; but there are, I see, a few errors of the press in my. finalsarticle 
which call for correction. 


In a certain place in the second column on p. 38 I real — 
‘‘the Gorgon help you ; . .f” 


Now, what I wrote was a word widely different. from “‘ Gorgon,’? and was 
what I honestly thov ght to be as innocent an ejaculation as the time-honoured 


_ “God bless my soui!’’ If, however, you thought it hardly en régle, I could 


not, of course, fairly take exception to its omission. But the substitution! I 
tonfess, when I first read it, I fancied the printer must have just been eating 
somewhat too heartily of Gorgonzola, and so there was somehow a sort of 
dyspeptic association of ideas going on in his head between Gorgonzola and 


_ “Gordian Knot”? (and its first proof, ‘* Gordon-Knot’’) and “Gorgon” pure 


and simple. Now, if you had only let him hash up the motto under the City- 


_ Arms, as ‘‘ Domine dirige vos,” for an entrée, and had even let him add 
. “and Gog and Magog help you . . . 


!’?for a further course in 


gs , __ | The Feast of Reason and the Flow of Soul,’” 





I should have nodded like Jupiter at it. 
Why, if se but sets eyes on you— 
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But ‘the Gorgon help you . 


“ Your nerves are all chained up in alabaster, 
- And you a statue !”’ 


“Vom starren Blick erstarrt des Menschen Blut, 
Und er wird fast ia Stein verkehrt ; 
Von der Meduse hast du ja gehort.”’ 


* * * ¥ * 
‘Yet it is less the horror than ithe grace 

Which turss the gazer’s spirit into stone, 
Whereon the lineaments of that dead face 

Are graven, till the characters be grown 

Into itself, and thought no more can trace ; 

Tis the melodious hues of beauty, thrown 
Athwart the darkness and the glare of pain, 
Which humanise and harmonise the strain. 


~ “And from its head, as from one body, grow, 
As . . . grass out of a watery rock, 
Hairs which are vipers; and they curl and flow, 
And their long tangles in each other lock, 
And with unending involutions show 
Their mailéd radiance, as it were to mock 
The torture and the death within, and saw 
The solid air with many a ragged jaw. 


«© And from a stone beside, a poisonous eft 
Peeps idly into these Gorgonian eyes ; ’? 
* * * * * 


Surely. Mr. Editor, your fancy, 
‘ Kindled by that inextricable error’? 


of my ill-fated fishingeline, was thinking far less of the petrifying-glances of the 
Gorgon than of the terrible-tangles of her serpent-locks and the lurid-splendour 
of those and all the rest of the lines of Shelley, ‘‘On the Medusa of Leonardo 
da Vinci,’’? when your Editorial pen lapsed into that little emendation ? Why, 
mine Editor, you’ll be making my poetical fancy copal-varnish a Medu3a-hair- 
line—“ hairs which are vipers ’’—and getting that into a Gorgontan-knot next 
—if you continue to electrify my highly-conductive imagination much longer 
with that vivida vis aninzi of yours. ; 

What_a pretty fable is that of Perseus, especially asinterpreted by the grand 

poetical fancy of the Great Man,* whose noble-effigy, in high-peaked-hat and 
ample-ruff, so aptly adorns your Editorial-Note-Paper—‘ For the Advances 
ment of Learning.”” I don’t mind your applying to me, though, as Perseus, 
the termination of the Baconian interpretation—the Winged-Pegasus and the 
Medusa’s Head in Pallas’s Shield—it you meant that by ‘‘the Gorgon help 
you! 7” 
j Note also, gentle reader, the following further corrigenda in my final article; 
The first line of the first column of p. 38 should be the first line of the first 
column of p. 39. The ‘I’ in ‘‘f the reader wishes,” at the end of the eighth 
line, under ‘‘the Gorgon help you,’’ should be ‘*If’’? The word ‘‘varnished ?? 
in ‘it, the varnished line, being water-logged throughout. its greater- bulk ??— 
about three-fourths of the way down the same page—should be ‘‘ unyarnished,’’ 
as the context shows. 

Now that [amin print again I may, perhaps, be permitted to congratulateMr, 
Doveton upon the fairy~fl »w_of is poetical fancy, and also to say that I have 
read with great interest Dr. Weeger’s very exact and particular description of 
what you, Mr. Editor, call his ‘‘ paraffin-cz-resin process’? of line-dressing. 
As the increased stiffness or firmness in that dressing arises from an increased 
quantity of the common, or soft resin, doesn’t that look rather like a pointing 
to a proof of my proposition, that the best line- dressing for fly- fishing-spinning 
is the utmost quantity of the hardesteresin that can be absorbed by, and most 
firmly fixed in, the line? The problem is, J fancy, not so much either to find 
the desired property—we have got that to hand in the extreme-resinous- 
hardness of the copal—or to get it absorbed by the line—as to find out how to 
fix it most firmly in the line, having regard to the brittleness of the copal, and 
its consequent tendency to crack, and-perhaps to come out of, or away from, the 
line, after the evaporaticn ofthe volatile parts of the solventsoils has Jeft it too 
much alone, or by itself, inthe line, As ‘‘exchange is no robbery,” might I 
ask you to send the samples I sent yeu of my own dressings of lines—-if you can 
spare them—on to Dr. Weeger, and ask him—?f it is not asking too much of 
him—if he will kindly favour us with sight of a sample or two of his most 
firmly-dressed lines with paraffin and resin. Would not that be “ for the 
Advancement of Learning’’ on both sides ? 

I send herewith samples of six shop-lines to which I took exception in my 
final-article. Of course, { don't suggest that all shopslines are as bad as those 
specimens. 

By the way, you will observe that Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell, in his ‘‘ Book 
of the Pike’’ (pp. 130 and 131), gives two recipes for line-dressing which make a 
very full use of cupalsvarnish. 

Imay add that Messrs. Winsor and Newton have very kindly presented 
me with a jar of ‘‘ Extra-Pale~Elastic»Varnish,’”’ which they recommend in pre- 
ference to copal-varnish for dressing fishing-lines. I have set several samples of 
lines to soak init. Any of your readers contemplating doing a little line~ 
dressing would, I think, find it useful to experiment with that, as well as with the 
copalsvarnish, 

Touching minnow-preserving, a correspondent (whose name I do not men- 
tion only because I am not sure that I should have his permission to do so) has, 
since the preceding portion of this letter went to the printer, written me as 
follows:—‘‘I ama very old hand at minnow-fishing, and have read your 
articles in the FISHING GAZETT# with interest. With regard to preserving 
minnows, I have tried a good many ways, but decidedly the best plan I have 
ever tried is the following :—Put some fine salt in the oven and dry it; when 
cool, put the minnows in this-and leave them twelve hours ; you will find them 
in some dampness at the end of this time. Take them out of the salt, and put 
them in another lot of dry salt; leave them again twelve hours. If they show 
no sign of damp, put them into another lot of salt in a wide-necked bottle, and 
cover over with bladder, I have this morning opened two bottles, one putin 
in 1881, and one the roth March last year: any of these minnows will kill fish ; 
and in less than a month, if it is open weather, I willghave some with them, I 
have also a bottle of minnows in methylated ‘spirits three years old; these, 
though tender, I can kill fish with. My experience is that the darker a minnow 
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is, the betterit will kill. I know this is contrary to all theory; but practice 
beats theory. A friend of mine wants me to try boracic acid and ylycerine, 
mixed, for minnows. I fancy it isworth the trial . . Ihave written this 
out simply for the purpose of imparting information, and don't for a moment 
wish to appear to teach,’’—I am, &c., TNE ee Bog oe Es 

London, Jan. 30th, 1883. 

[{ntoxicated with the exuberance of ‘' A.R.I.E.L.’s’’ fancy, we had a vision 
of ‘* Fairy Flo”’ flying, like Euralie, demented over ‘‘ Avon’s boulders,’’ after 
listening to the voice of ‘‘ A.R.I.E.L.,’’? and anointing her ‘‘ golden tresses ”’ 
wi hcopal varnish instead of ‘‘ macassar’’! Hence our reference to the Gorgon 
sisters with their tangled, serpentine, terrible head-zear.—ED. | 


FLY-FISHING SPINNING. 

S1r,—I haveread ‘‘A.R.I.E.L.’s’’ articles on fly-fishing spinning with 
great interest, and would much like to try my hand atit next season; but, 
alas! there are no minnows. 

Would you kindly let me know ina note ‘* Answers to Corresponden's”’ if— 

1. An artificial minnow would do? : 

2. What kind is best ? 

3. How long natural minnows would keep In spitits ? 

I have never caught trout in a river with the minnow except when salmon 
fishing, when I have often got them ona plain double hook, which I have often 
found spin them very well,—I am, &c., GREEN WREN. 

Castlewellan, Ireland. ; 

[You can get minnows by post (in moss with a little sait) from Messrs. 
Hardy Bros., Fenkle Street, Alnwick. These salted minnows are tough, and 
answer admirably when you cannot get fresh ones. The are very generally 
used by north-country trout-fishers. The name of the artificial minnow is 
legion, but we should say that any very small and light one with good spinning 
powers wou!d kill when used in ‘¢A.R.I.E.L.’s’’ style on fine tackle.—ED. ] 


PRIZE-FISHING AND NEWARK ANGLERS. 

StR,—Will you kindly allow a small space in your columns on the above sub- 
ject, in answer to ‘*The Trent Otter,’? who says he has weighed in fish while 
detesting the system, and grandiloquently exclaims, ‘‘ Who will lay the axe at 
the root of this deadly upas tree ?’’ Certainly not ‘‘ The Trent Otter,”’ if we 
may take his si ence on the subject up to the present as a proof, and I challenge 
him to name a single instance where ke has ever hinted at sucha thing, either 
in committee (and he has been a member of the committee for twelve months), 
or at any week-night mceting ; and if this has been his settled conviction (if he 
has any settled conviction, which I doubt), it is strange we have not heard of it 
before now. : 

Then he states the landlord gets the biggest prize. Possibly he may, but this 
I know, and ‘Trent Otter”’ knows, that any one who has obtained a first prize 
in this club has had a very good one, for the small amount paid, and to which 
the landlord (Mr. I. S'ater, who has done as much, or more, than any other 
man in Newark, to promote and assist legitimate angling) has always added an 
extra prize, and I should imagine a publicam has as much right to try to increase 
his business legitimately as any other tradesman. 

And, further, I think that ‘* Trent Otter’’ is casting a foul aspersion on the 
honour and integrity of the members of this club, who are as anxious and as 
willing as he is (or pretends to be) to make the club, what in its rules 
they represent it to be, ‘*A society formed for the advancement of legitimate 
angling.’ 

And if he knows of anyone having illegally weighed in fish, it is his duty asa 
member to report it, and not throw out threats and insinuations, as was the case 
the other week, and when laid before the members, to find it all end in smoke— 
in fact mere heresay, which he could not in any way substantiate. And what 
poor benighted mortals the officials of any club must be who have the weighing- 
in of fish with a few ounces of shots inside, and not be able to detect it. And 
how little ‘‘ Trent Otter’? knows of the Nottingham clubs to say that one fish is 
weighed in half-a-dozen different clubs by half-a-dozen different members, 
because itis a well-known fact that the fish are marked alter weighing in all the 
clubs (generally the txil cut) to prevent this. 

Such tales about the bleak are very. far-fetched, and do not help his argument 
at all because any novice in fishing would see when so small a fish had been 
tampered with at once. Also his statement that ‘‘ half the members spend tle 
whole of their time in thinking how they can best the other half,”? which means, 
logically, that some members spend six months of their time for the fos- 
sib'e chance of obtaining a prize wirth, say, ten shilings. The absurdity is 
apparent, 

I do not say there is no such thing as ‘‘ besting ’’ in some of the clubs, but I 
do say ; there are clubs that try their level best to do what is right between man 
and man; and where we find such, itis right they should be acknowledged and 
not all condemned alike. 

‘« Trent Otter’’ would like to see prize-fishiog a thing of the past. If so 
why does he remain a member _of a club to the principles of which he does not 
approve ? And I think I shall be safe in saying that there is not a member of 
this club but what would give their mite towards any, or all, of the objects he 
names as willingly as himself. 

And now, Sir, in conclusion, and thanking you in anticipation for inserting 
this Jetter, I wou'd ask ‘Trent Otter,’’ to use his own quotation, When will he 
in his correspondence trust more to facts and Jess to fiction, more to praca 
tical every-day experience than to his own imagination? And ‘‘echo answers, 
When?’’—I am, &c., J. Lonapon, 

Sec. Newark Piscatorials, 


PRIZE FISHING. 

S1r,—Since last had the honour of addressing the readers of the FrsHine 
GAZETTE On this subject, I have ceased to be a member of an angling club, 
the committee of the Newark Piscatorials having passed a resolution at a 
meeting held on Thursday night, the 25th ult , worded something after this 
fashion: ‘ That, in the opinion of this meeting, J. W. Martin is not a fit and 
proper person to te a member of this angling society.’”’ Now, I call that a 


regular crusher, but I fail to see the reasonableness of that resolution. I made 
a general statement, and did not mention any one particular club. I told the 


meeting that night that I had strong private reasons for not mentioning the 
names of members who were guilty of these malpractices. 

““L. B.’’ in last week’s ‘ Jottings’’ says ‘‘ that it would be as well to see 
what other representatives of Trentside club anglers have to say on the other 
side of the question;’’ but allow me to tell ‘‘L. B.’’ that no other Trent 
angler can speak with more authority than Ican on this subject. Why? I 
have in my employment now a man that, as a Trent angler, is second to none. 


For a period of thirty-five years he has been acquainted with all sorts of fishing, 
from setting a night line to using a trammel net. Many and many a shilling 
has he received from club anglers for specimen fish, and many and many a first 
prize have club anglers won with fish he has caught. I have had lately a peep 
behind the scenes, and I have seen a state of things truly deplorable. I have 
thought it my duty in the interests of true sport to see, know, and watch these 
things in all their branches.- If anyone is curious, let him come here tome, and 
I will take him to no less than four* individuals who have taken fish by unfair 
means on purpose to be weighed-in at an angling club. I could give individual 
cases that would astonish secretaries and committees of angling clubs. 

Committees in general may not be aware that these malpractices are carried 
on. They may indignantly deny it, and say ‘‘our club is honest’’; but, 
nevertheless, it is a melancholy fact that it is carried on, and very extensively. 
‘¢ A clubman is trusted by his brother member. He is implicitly believed to 
be an honourable man,” says ‘‘ L. B.’?; and so say I, but I add ‘‘ Until he is 
found out.’? Why I should be treated as a villain of the deepest dye for ex- 
posing this thing, and because I would not ‘‘round’’ upon individual members, 
be turned out of the club, I failto see. I could fill pages of the FISHING GAZETTE 
with cases of dishonesty. Iam thinking of writiog a novel, and in it I shall 
have characters of all sorts, poachers, club anglers, &c. The information 
that Ishall give will be very useful to club secretaries, &c., and keepers. The 
FISHING GAZETTE may have it, if the Editor likes; he shall have the first 
refusal. It will be written in short chapters.—I am, &c., 

THE TRENT OTTER. 

[No novels, thank you! friend ‘‘ T. O.,’’ and we do not see that any good can 
be done by correspondence of this kind, as general accusations only irritate, and 
particular ones are too often likely to border on the libel to suit our columns. 
For our part, we cannot see that the club could have done other than they 
have, or that the ‘¢ Trent Otter’? could desire to remain amember. Before 
making a general statement involving a whole club a man should be certain he 
can prove it to be true; it will never do to get behind ‘personal reasons”’ 
in a case like this.—ED. ] 





FLY-FISHING SPINNING—HACKLED FLIES, &c. 

S1r,—Though I am too fond of fly-fishing ever to abandon it for any other 
method of angling, I do occasionally ue a minnow in Scotland, and in large 
streams like the Usk, so that I have been interested in ‘A. R.I. E. L.’s”’ 
papers without going with him entirely in his devotion to this particular art. 
Tf he would favour me with a few further hints on the following points I should 
be greatly obliged. 

(1) In the method of baiting, described and illustrated, a fish that gets the 
bait well into his mouth, or runs at the head, stands a good chance of being 
hooked; but what about the trout that follows the minnow several yards, chops 
at it, and comes short? I don’t know very much about minnow-fishing, but 
Thave often seen a fish follow the bait right across a pool, with his nose only 
an inch or two behind, and make a grab which results in nothing unless the tail 
is well armed with a hook. I remember one day’s fishing in Scotland last 
August. I began with fly, but, after an hour or more without success, 1 went 
over the same water with natural minnow preserved in spirits. I ran seyen 
fi h, all of which I saw plainly, without hooking one. I then waded out and 
rigged up a flying triangle to hang behind the minnow close to the tail. In 
less than five minutes I ran another fish, which followed my bait as before, and 
grabbed it quite close to my legs. This fish was firmly hooked on the taii 
triangle only, and proved to be a two-pounder. And what little experience I 
have had in minnow-fishing has certainly given me the idea that trout are very 
frequently taken on the tail hook. As far as I remember, both Pennell and 
Stewart advocate a ‘‘ flying drag,’’ and I can’t understand how in this new art 
we are to dispense with it. Will ‘“‘A. R. I. E. L.”’ please advise on this 

oint ? 
i (2) Preservation of baits.—I have always used pure spirit, and it answers 
fairly well, except for the effect on eyes and fins. But do the trout smell the 
spirit, and therefore come shyly ? Is this the rea son why I have always found 
a tail hook necessary, for my experiments have been solely with preserved 
minnows? I shall certainly try some of the mixtures of glycerine and spirits, but L 
suppose pure spirit would be better than methylated, as possessing less smell. 

(3) Where does the exponent of the new art get his lines? I mean the plain 
silk, which are afterwards dressed in copal varnish. 

So much for minnows and their use. A word more about hackled flies. 
‘-E, M.’’ dissents from my opinion. Well, Iam not surprised at that. His 
experience on one chalk stream (as far as I gather from -his letter) is in fayour 
of hackled flies. I mentioned four (and I could have added others), where my 
experience was decidedly against them. I gave it as my opinion, after frequent 
trials, that hackled flies were on chalk streams (meaning those where the 
experiment had been made) ‘‘ almost useless.’’ Because ‘*E. M.”’ can kill on 
the Driffield Club waters with particular flies, I don’t see that he can form any 
opinion as to their efficacy for south-country streams. When he says, “TI doubt 
it much,’’ I wonder whether he doubts my word or my skill. Either he does 
not believe that my experiments were worth anything, or else he doubts my 
statements. In either case, he is more to be commended for his plainness of 
speech than for his civility. : 

As a matter of fact, I was anxious to try Mr. Aldam*s beautiful patterns 
when his book first came out, and I fished with ‘‘dotterel hackle,’’ ‘little 
chap,” and other hackle flies. I used them confidently, hopefully, und assi- 
duously, and was very disappointed to find I could kill nothing with them. 
Since then, other Derbyshire patterns have been tried, and, though ‘EK, M.” 
may ‘‘ doubt it much,”’ it is a positive fact, that with these flies I never killed a 
single fish, nor do I know of anyone else succeeding with them any better. 
Only very occasionally, under the circumstances alluded to in my last letter, 
have I known Hampshire fish fall victims to a hackled fly; but when they have 
been greedily feeding on the natural insects (which is the only time when an 
experiment is of any value), I have never done anything except with a winged 
imitation, fished dry. If ‘*E. M.’’ can take his hackled flies and use them 
with success in the thick of a heavy rise, and hold his ownin Hampshire against 
those who universally stick to winged patterns, I will knock under at once, and 
confess myself the victim of grievous self-deception. But my previous remarks 
had no more to do with the Driffield Club water than experience on that far- 
famed stream has to do with Hampshire fishing. 

With regard to the iron blue, Aldam’s and Foster’s are both excellent 
patterns; but I don’t believe any imitation is of much use, unless it is used as 
a floating fly. Ionce had some capital sport on the Derwent by using a dry 
fly. Four or five other rods on the water were utterly baffled, because, as I 





* T allude to: individuals who make a regular trade of netting fish for club 
anglers. : 
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believe, they fished wet with these flies. I can’t account for it in any other 
way ; they knew the water far better thanI did, but my single floating fly was 
taken again and again, when their cast of three was rejected altogether.—I 
am, &c., Ey Sy TALL. 


NEW LIST OF ANGLING SOCIETIES. 

S1r,—T am extremely obliged to you for your very favourable notice of my 
“‘ New List of Angling Societies ’’ in your last issue, but you accidentally*make 
a mistake in saying thatthe r56 clubs are enrolled in the ‘‘ West Central Asso- 
ciation of London and Provincial Angling Societies’? ; as a fact, 95 out. of 
the total number are enrolled with us, 

I have endeavoured. to compile as correct a list as possible ; and, with the 

assistance of lists kindly Jent me by Messrs. Ghurney and Stebbings, I have 
been enabled to include every established angling club in London and the 
suburbs. Wherever the information is incomplete, it is no fault of mine. I 
sent a special application for information to each club, and, receiving no reply, 
was obliged to enter as much as I could get through indirect sources. 
* The printing expenses of these lists are so heavy that I am compelled to ask 
secretaries, seeing they are charged 772 for the matter, to send two stamps when 
writing for copy to defray the postage, or they can be obtained at the Portman 
Arms, Baker Street, first and third Fridays in each month, free, upon applica- 
tion to me. 

Again thanking you, I am, &c., T. Hoots, hon. sec., 

Mortlake, Jan. 29. iW: Ga AS Le ocr: ASS. 

[We must apologise for giving Mr. Hoole the trouble to explain what we 
now find is clearly enough explained on his list. We had an impression that 
there were over 300 clubs in London and suburbs, and, seeing this list included 
only 156, imagined it referred only to one association. Mr. Hoole’s explana- 
tion makes the list more valuable than we had supposed, as it is practically as 
complete a list as can be made of all the clubs.—ED.] 


3 DR. WEEGER’S LINE DRESSING. 

Si1r,—I think it would bea great boon to brethren of the angle generally 
if you could induce some really practical line maker to use Dr. Weeger's dressing, 
as the ordinary waterproof lines soid in shops are next door to worthless, I allude 
more especially to patent lines such as the ‘* American,’’ which isso high 
priced.—I am, etc., Gd Uh eR 





FISHING IN IRELAND. 

StR,—In the first place I must thank you for much useful infor- 
mation as.regards dressing the watchet, which may be of great assistance to me 
in dealing with the Clonmel trout. J. Whitaker, the fisherman at Bolton 
bri¢ge (and he is what you may call a fisher), once said to me, ‘‘ Neither I nor 
any other man can make the watchet to kill right when well on, as they go 
down in such thousands, if one had the real fly it would bea poor chance.’”’ But 
I don’t give up yet. There is one in my book untried that may yet do the 
trick. How is it so few of that numerous class, English trout fishers, try the 
numberless streams in the counties, Cork Tipperary, or Waterford, swarming 
with fish, and much less educated ones than their English brethren. As forthe 
agitation, I would much rather walk through this country at dead of night than 
most parts of England. My Wharfe flies kill rarely, and so does Mr. Bullock's 
incomparable Derby-killer in these parts.—I am, &c., WATCHET. 

Waterford, Jan, 31. 

[English anglers would do well to take Watchet’s hint. We fancy the chief 
drawback is the wretched accommodation which is the rule, rather than the 
exception, at most p'aces in Ireland away from the towns or the tourist 
routes.—ED. | 





GLYCERINE AS A FISH PRESERVATIVE. 

Srr,—After reading ‘‘ A.R.I.E.L.’s’’ interesting note on preserving min- 
nows in glycerine, page 39, it struck me that you might like to hear what had 
been done in this direction in past days :— 

‘¢ Glycerine appears to give the means of preservation of some objects of 
natural history without change in their colour. This is shown by the speci- 
mens of fish upon the table. Our first experiment was upon a brilliantly- 
coloured 2 1b. trout, caught in oneof the Perthshire lochs. Immediately on 
taking it from the water, I poured a quantity of glycerine over it, and wrapped 
itinacloth. At night the fish was cleaned and immersed in glycerine. Next 
day it was again wrapped in a saturated cloth. On examining it a day or two 
afterwards in Edinburgh the colour on the scales was unchanged. When it 
arrived in London part was steeped in water and then cooked: Though per- 
fectly fresh and firm, it had lost almost all its flavour; the uncooked portion 
was immersed in glycerine, and sent to Professor Owen, who suggested that 
the brilliantly-tinted fishes of the Coral Islands and tropical coasts might be 
brought home in kegs of glycerine. 

‘*On the table are specimens of trout, roach, and perch, which have been, 
the trout more thantwo months, the perch and roach more, than one month, 
in their bottles : it will be seen that the colours continue bright. 





ALFRED YOUNG 


TROUT and CHAR OVA and FRY. 





‘‘T may now state, in conclusion, that though a variety of uses, actual and 
possitle, for pure glycerine have been mentioned, yet when we consider its 
power as a solvent, and at the same time its blandness, and freedom from all 
irritant, exciting, acid, and fermenting properties, we must feel that not a tithe 
ofits uses have-yet been developed . arat’d 

I have stillthe bottles of trout, perch, and roach referred to in the paper, 
with the colours of the fish unchanged. The paper was printed in 1855, and as 
much of itas time aliowed read at the meeting of the British Association at 
Glasgow in September, 1855. 

I lately saw, in some angling work, an eel’s tail suggested as a bait in pike 
fishing. This is another revival. A friend, who knew one of theold race of 
grayling and pike fishers about Salisbury, told me of great success in pixe- 
fishing by means of spinning an eel’s tail, and at my request put the hook into 
an eel s tail as a pattern ; this [ kept ina bottle of glycerine till a few months 
ago, when, owing to the cover being imperfect, the glycerine had run down the 
bottle, and also that in the course of years the eel’s tail had been dissolved, 
leaving only the bone with hook, and the specimen was destroyed —I am, &c., 

Heatherbank, Jan. 29. G:F. W. 

[The author—our correspondent—ts evidently (judging from the rest of the 
interesting paper he refers to, and which he sends us) well acquainted with the 
history of glycerine and its uses, and as an K.R.S. his opinion is entitled to 
great weight. We should like to ask him whether the solvent powers of 
glycerine will not preclude itsuse im preserving baits for spinning? Our ex- 
perience is that it renders the fish (gudgeon are the only kind we have tried, and 
that was two or three years ago) much too soft and tender to stand the rough 
work of spinning. Is there nothing to combine with glycerine to prevent its 
solvent action? We want a tough, bright bait, for even a tough dull one is 
better than one which flies off the hooks after a cast or two. By the way, in 
conjunction with Dr. Brun‘on, we are having a spinning flight made which will 
make it more possible to use a softish bait than with the ordinary triangles. 
—Eb.] 





THAMES FISHERMEN, 

Str,—I see a letter advocating the cause of George Hone, fisherman, for 
relief. Iam afraid he is only one ot the many of our Thames fishermen in similar 
plight ; indeed, I know it, and shall be pleased to subscribe Ios. 6d. to a winter 
relief fund to our good friends the Thames fishermen,—I am, &c., 

JAMES STaRTIN, 

P.S.—Our friend Mr. Punch has rather a slanderous picture upon Trolling 
this week. Can one troll sitting in an anchored punt ? 

[Mr. A. J. Little will be glad to see this letter, backing up his scheme unin- 
tentionally.—ED. | 


READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Srr,—May I respectfully ask, without appearing captious, whether this 
association, before entering into a legal arrangement for a lease of the 
‘*Clappers ’’ weirpool at Reading, first assured itself of the validity of the pro- 
prietorship of the right which such an arrangement involves? It is further 
stated in the same paragraph (page 44 of your last issue) that ‘‘ the committee 
are negotiating for other private fishing in the neighbourhood.’’ Perhaps Ir. 
A. Butler, who, I believe, is the hon. sec. to this association, will kindly inform 
me (a member of the Thames Rights Defence Association) whether any 
and what steps have been taken to ascertain whether the privileges being thus 
disposed of are substantiated ; because it occurs to me that there exists a sub- 
tility in these leases which may have for their covert object when they fall in, 
their production in case of litigation to show that the claims of the so-called 
private holders were recognised by a body of Thames anglers? It canbe of 
little use establishing a Thames Rights Defence Committee if the principles of 
its operations are to be undermined by the very persons for whom it was put 
into effect.—I am, &c., 

ARGUS. 





FUND FOR DEFRAYING THE EXPENSES OF 
NETTING THE RESERVOIRS FOR STOCKING THE 
THAMES. 

ADDITIONAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
LEER ale 


Westbourne»Park Piscatorial Society 3 3" 50 


NorE.—lIt is proposed to close the above subscription list on 
the 14th inst., and on the 16th we shall publish a complete and 
final list of all subscriptions. All intending subscribers are 
requested kindly to send us particulars by the 14th, and those 
who have not yet paid, to send the money to the Editor of the 
FISHING GAZETIE, 12, Fetter Lane, Treasurer of the Fund; or 
to P. Geen, Esq., Lowther Lodge, Lonsdale Road, Barnes, 
Secretary. 











For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 





“TheGOLDEN PERCH,” 
402, OXFORD ST-., 


Lonpon, W, 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
of every description. 


‘The Angier’s Handbook and Catalogue of Prices, with 
eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c., post 





Orders taken at the following low rates :— 
OVA, Salmo Fario, £1; FRY, 40s.; OVA, Salmo 
fontanilis, 30s. ; FRY, £3 per 1000. 
Salmo Lario, 408. per 100,— Address 


THOMAS FORD, 


Manor Fishery, Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GODODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
IoO0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


Yearling 





tree, Three Pence. 


TO FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 





Case. 





THE Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait 

makers ; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 

finish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust, 
For samples and prices address — 


GCHARLES): ‘COURT, 
PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 
Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, 


HARMONIUMS £417s. 6d. 


Net Cash, Five Octaves. Handsome Polished Walnut 
‘Two Treadles. 
Price, with Seven Stops, £6 15s. Net Cash, 


AMERICAN ORGANS 


(all sizes) at Manufacturei’s Prices, 
ALL OUR INST RUMENTs ARE FULLY WAR- 
RANTEED. 
Tilustrated List sent on application, 


J. COWLEY AND CO., HULL, 


‘The cheapest house in the world for the aboye. 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 


French Vibrators. 





*‘ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness.’”’-—Dritish 
Workwoman, 
‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service,’’—The Rock. 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER, 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHIN(t; IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ley, or o’her sivers in the North and West Ridings of York~- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 


medium of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), ‘ ; 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 


hocd of these rivers. : 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


‘ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.’’?— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 


‘(The best in the West of England.’’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance, 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING. FREE. 
Opening of the Moy, Lough Conn, ard Ballina 
District. 
VERY peiaceable and quiet part of the country, For full 
particulars apply to Frank HeArns (successor to Patt 
Hearns) Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Maker, Bridge 
Street, Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland.—P.S.—24 different pat- 
tern salmon flies to choose from, well tried formny years, and 
known to be first-rate killers at home and abroad. Guaranteed 
to kill on any riveror lake, if suited to size of water. One 
trial of these flies s licited. Send for three thunder and 
lightning flies, 3 lobster flies, 3 Goshawk flies, and three 
sweep fiies. 




















[NDIA-RUBBER STAM P-S. 
For Endorsing Envelopes, Cheques, and Postal Cards 
Heading Note Paper, Marking Linen, Stamping Mono- 
grams, Crests,and Facsimiles of Signature, 
THE “PREMIER” DATING STAMP. 
With Solid Rubber Dates or ten years, from 18s, 6d. each 
THE NEW POCKET STAMp, 
From 2s, 6d, each, 
Price and Pattern Sheets free on Application. 
JOHN BERKLEY, 4 
6, LIVERY STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


Gannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. WDissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
peer Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
and. 


TAN. MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 40s. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, gos.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various), Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWS, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 


SITUATION WANTED. 

A BECK, Keeper, &c. (Address at Swan Inn, 

» lver, Berks), would be glad to hear of a 
Situation as Keeper of a Fishery, whether for Club 
or Private. Many years experience in trout breed- 
ing. No fish-house required if there are springs or 
small streams to form nursery beds. Make my own 

. breeding boxes, &c. Excellent testimonials. 




















NOW READY. 
ST ES 


THE HANDBOOK 


TO THE 


RIVERS AND BROADS 


OF 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


By G CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, 
Author of “The Swan and Her Crew.” 


G, OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 


Bees and NEURALGIA. 














D* J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.— The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘‘ Dr. J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’’? See decision of 
Vice-Chanrellor Sir W. Page Wood, The Times, 
July 16, 1864, Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 
From W, C. Witkrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
*“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed,’’ 


Sold in bottles, ts. r4d., 2s. 9d., and qs. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 


8 le Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
zsseil Street. W.C. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE. FLIES (GOOD in ANY 

STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. -A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds, The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c. 
BY 


THOMAS _ FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons foruse. Post free from Author, Caister, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray- 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
zs. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s, 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. ; 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT. 
FISHING. 


“ Trout-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry ot 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North. But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News. 

“Tt is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods of fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thorcugbly worth a shilling”’—Fisuinc GazetTrTE. 

‘© The design of this handy book: is to give anglers an in- 
Sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing. Che instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’”’—Live Stock Journal. 

“The manua:, which seems to contain allit is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. 

“The author is a troul-dsher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner. 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 








With a Splendidly Coloured Map ot the Rivers 
and Broads. 


In Paper Boards, 1s. 6d. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 


JARROLD and SONS, 3, Paternoster Buildings, 
London, and Norwich. And all Booksellers. 


TROUT FRY. 


Two year and one year old TROUT,. for STOCKING 
PONDS and STREAMS, will be. supglied at moderate 
prices. : 











W. |. Site 
BURGHLEY PARK, STAMFORD. 


THE itt E 
OF : 
POLITICS, LITERATURE, SOCIETY, 
SPORT, THE: DRAMA, AND’ FINANCE 











THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 


APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 








Offiices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND, 





~ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Pricr’s PATent CANDLE Company, 

Limited, London, 








HE. WINTER ELECTRIC EXHIBI- 


TION, ROYAL AQUARIUM,—For information as 
to vacant space address W. I, Gooch, Engineer, Royal 
Aquarium, 8S, W. 


R 


—- 


YAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12,0 noon, 
Close 11.30 p.m.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY : 
Morning. > 

Pantomime in Theatre. 
Krao, the Missing Link. 
Kenebel (slack wire}. 
Seamore and Somers, 
Artelle and Lalo, 
Volier and Zulia, 





complete one in every respect, and he who aims at“anything ta : 

like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout should | 43° ee ge gee 

avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr. | 4 49 hk Silbon Teba - ¥ 

Ford’s valuable treatise.’’—Louth i baie ait 5-9 as P oe eee 
‘©The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard s . eee Sit 

words, and jurnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 28 eee as 2100s) 

flies arranged according to months.’’—Exeter Flying Post. a6 The Beckwith Fails 


“‘ Invaluable in trout-angling.’’—Bell’s Life, 

* Mr. Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are given 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties, Fishing 
with both the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areal! touched upon, and other matters of import - 
ance tothe fisherman. The work also contains an elaborate 
list cf flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”,—Land and Water. 

“ This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal inasmali space. We find a lst of 130 trout- 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal 
of entomological information highly important to the trout- 
fisher,’’—Yorkshire Gazette, 

** The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 
thusiastic trout-fisher, In addition toa ist of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressing 
them, Mr, Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months. A large proportion of the flizs are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Bradford Observer, 

© Anglers will find this an enthu‘iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent. For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout -fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- 
perience forthe benefit of others. ‘Ihe directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found of the greatest service.””— 
Daily Chronicle. r 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s.to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s. to 15s. ; Goldfinches, bull- 

inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England; 

4s. and 5s. each ; tame Rabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 23., 2s. 6d. each, 

—J. E. Tarrketria, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich. 
Established 1868, ri : 


6.0. Organ Recital. 
Grand Promenade Concert. 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. 
9.30 ‘Lhe Beckwith Family, 
10.45 ‘Lhe Silbon Troupe. 
u.o Cooper’s Trained Lions. 
Admission ONE SHILLING. 


BELGIAN PIGHONS., 
HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresh * 
imported, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 
12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, tos. 6d; strong Belgian 
Blues, t1s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s. ;~ coloured, 
14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 
colour, Iss. per dozen. Packages returnable. 
P.O,O.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 
ington, Hull. 
ONDON and COUNTY ALDVANCEH and 
DISCOUNT COMPANY (Limited), 


Cash advances from £10 to £500, without pre= 
liminary fees, or deduction for interest, for short or 
‘ong peiiods, repayable by easy instalments, at 
moderate rates, upon personal security, life policies, 
Furniture without removal, deeds, shares, bonds, &c. 
Bills discounted. Forms gratis. Offices, New Courts 
Chambers, No. 57 and 58, Chancery Lane, EC. 


JOHN STONE, Secretary. 
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IMPORTANT MEETING OF SHEFFIELD ANGLERS. 


AN PUBLIC meeting was held on Wednesday night in the Vestry 
Hall, Westbar, Sheffield, under the auspices of the Sheffield 
Anglers’ Association, in respect to the pollution of rivers, 
the proposed amendments in the Mundella Act, and other 
important matters interesting to anglers. The chair was 
taken by Alderman Hutchinson, and there were also present 
Mr. Philip Geen, chairman of the London Amalgamated 
Angling Societies; Mr. R, B. Marston, editor of the FisHine 

_ GazettE; Mr. T. Walker, secretary to the Sheffield Anglers’ 
Association; Mr. Styring, Mr. G. Swinden, Mr. G. Stuart, Mr. J, 
Sheldon, Mr. Sanderson, Mr. Sykes, Mr. Allott, Mr. Holmes, and 
Mr. Pashley. A a large number of anglers were present. We hope 
next week to give a report of the proceedings which probably 
are as important as any that have ever taken place in the interests 
of provincial and London club anglers. 





THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


MEETING OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEE AND INSPECTION OF 
THE BUILDINGS BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PREss. 


ae a meeting of the General Committee of the Great Interna- 
tional Fisheries Exhibition, London, 1883, held in the 
Council Room of the Royal Horticultural Society, Exhibition 
Road, South Kensington, on Thursday, the 1st February, 1883, at 
noon, the Marquis of Exeter in the chair (present—The Mar 
quis of Hamilton, The Hon. Sir Alex. H. Gordon, K.C.B., M.P., 
Commissioner of the Fisheries Board for Scotland, Sir Alex. T. 
T. Galt, G.C., M.G., High Commissioner for the Dominion of 
Canada, Sir fF. Dillon Bell, K:C.M.G., Agent General for New 
Zealand, Sir Saul Samuel], K.C.M.G., Agent General for New South 
Wales, Col. Christopher C. Teesdale, R.A., C.B., V.C,, Edward 
Birkbeck, Esq., M.P., Sir Charles Whetham, Ald., Professor Huxley, 
F.R.S., H.M., Inspector of Salmon Fisheries, W. G. Pedder, 
Esq., Under Secretary, India Office, W. L. A. B. Burdett Coutts, 
_ Esq., C. Louis Buxton, Esq., W. Oldham Chambers, Esq,, J. E. 
Colmer, Esq., Secretary to the Dominion of Canada, J. Fordham, 
Esq., Prime Warden of the Fishmongers’ Company, J. Ffennell, 
-Esq., E. W. H. Holdworth, Esq., A. G. Jardine, Esq., Professor 
Leone Levi, F. J. Mann, Esq., R. B. Marston, Esq., Col. J. C. D. 
Morrison, Charles Poland, Esq., J. L. Sayer, Esq., Robert Scott, 
M.A., F.R.S., Secretary to the Meteorological Council, James 
- Stevenson, Esq., C. Cecil Trevor, Esq,, C.B, Assistant Secretary 
to the Board of Trade, F. Wiseman, Esq., W. Fellwoods, Esq. )— 

The Secretary read the minutes of the previous meeting on the 
9th Sept, 1882. The Secretary read the report of the Executive 
Committee to the General Committee. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. Birkbeck, M.P. (the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee), to make some remarks upon 
the report. 

Mr. Birkbeck—My Lords. and Gentlemen, the report that has 
just been read to the meeting’ gives, as far as the Executive Com 
mittee are able, the fullest details of all that has been done since 
you last met in September; but if there are any questions that any 
member of this Committee wishes to put to the Executive Com- 
mittee, we shall be very happy to answer them. Our 
having summoned you. here to-day, after sucha long delay, 
has arisen, simply because we were most anxious to carry out the 
work intrusted to us by you at the last meeting, and to try to get 
the buildings in as forward astate as possible, so that when you 
came here to-day you should beable to go over them and judge for 

yourselves whether the buildings will be satisfactory to you and 
_for the purposes of this great Exhibition. ‘The progress that has 
been made has been entirely satisfactory to ourselves; 
we have had no complaints to make against the contractors, Messrs. 
Peto Bros., and the workhas been very carefully looked after by 
General Scott, and Iam only very sorry to say that at the pre- 
sent time he is suffering from illness, and is unable to attend here 
to-day. He hasbeen most ably assisted by Mr. Wilson Bennison 
‘during his illness and during the construction of the works. The 
_ additional buildings that we have had to erect, although they will 
hot entirely meet the requirements of all the applications that 
_ have been made, yet, I think you will agree with me, they will forma 
complete arrangement for the various collections that will be dis- 
‘played. . I must just explain that the applications for space are 
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already in excess of the buildings that we contemplated, and we 
shall have to ask some of the exhibitors to do their best to be 
lenient with us, and this has arisen principally in consequence of 
Russia having atthe last moment madean application for 10,000 
square feet of space, having all along held aloof; but now she has 
changed her mind, and we have received official intimation ofa 
large amount of space being required. We shall therefore have to 
ask some of the foreign countriesif they canlet us have a part of 
the space that we have allotted to them, as well as’asking some 
of the exhibitors to do the same. We shall probably put upa 
few detached buildings over and. beyond trose mentioned in the 
report required for certain exhibitors, such as that of luminous 
paint, another of a large fish-curing establishment, and another 
showingthe purifying of water, steam dredges, fishermen’s cottages, 
and a few other detached ones which can be put in small buildings 
adjacent to the existing buildings. 

As regards protection against fire, that has been fully explained 
in the report. I maymentionthat we have entered into the con- 
tract with the Asbestos Company, and that no less than 36 tonso 
paint will be put on the buildings, so that they will be absolutely 
free from danger of fire. ‘To-morrow we propose to give the press 
a private view of the whole of the buildings—not only the London 
papers, but country-paper agents as well; and we particularly ask 
this Committee not to make the result of this meeting public till 
the press have had the report. On former occasions we have sent 
the report the same evening to the various newspapers; but we shall 
defer this until to-morrow, when they will be here, and we will then 
give them the report, together witha lithograph plan of the build- 
ings. Well, Idonot know that there are any other matters that 
strike me atthe present moment. I think that all Ican say is that 
everything is going on satisfactorily. We consider that we have got 
the building well forward, and the only building that has not been 
progressed with is a building for a fish market that we had hoped 
privately to be erected ; but we have been disappointed, and it 
will now be put up under the superintendence of General Scott 
by the contractors. If there are any questions any member of the 
Committee would like to ask, I shall have great pleasure in 
answering them. 

The Chairman then called upon Sir Saul Samuel to move that 
the report be adopted. 

Sir Saul Samuel—My Lordsand Gentlemen, I have much pleasure 
in moving that the report be adopted. I am sure that it must be 


| very gratifying to us all to see the great progress that has been 


made, and I feel we are much indebted to the Executive Commit- 
tee for their exertions in carrying out to the great extent they have 

the very arduous work which must have fallentothem. I may say 
that, as representative of New South Wales, it is with great regret 
we learn that the collection*of exhibits which has been made in that 
colony has unfortunately been destroyed by fire ; but the Govern- 
ment are inaking another collection, which, I think, will be equally 
as good. Ido not think that Ican add anything to what has 
already been said. © 

Professor Huxley—I have much pleasure in seconding the re- 
solution. The mover mentioned a very important question, namely, 
the prospect of injury from fire, and I would venture to ask 
whether the Executive Committee have taken any steps as to in- 
suring the buildings ? 

Mr. Birkbeck—As regards the insurance, the buildings are at 
the present time insured by the contractors; and when they have 
delivered them over to us, we shall insure the whole buildings. 
Preliminary steps have already been taken towards effecting an 
insurance. 

The Chairman—Is there any other gentleman present who would 
wish to ask any question ? 

Mr. Pedder—May I be allowed to ask when the supplementary 
regulations will be ready. We have received a telegram from India 
asking for this. 

Mr. Birkbeck—I presume that the question refers to regulation 
41 in the prospectus. The Committee will deal with that as soon 
as possible. I will not fail to let you know. 

The report was then put the meeting and carried unanimously. 
Chairman—If there is any other gentleman who has any question 
or suggestion to make, I would nowask) him to do so, as we have 
now come to the end of our business. 

Mr. Marston—I have been asked by some intending exhibitors 
whether the whole of the space they have applied for will be 
granted to them, as until they knowthat they are unable to get on 
with their cases ? ’ 

Mr. Birkbeck—We have sent out a circular to a very large pro- 
portion of the exhibitors intimating that their application will be 
entertained, but there are a considerable number of doubtful ones 
which, if entertained, will have to be subjected to a reduction, and 
these will, I hope, be settled next week, when the Allotment Com- 
mittee meet again. . 

Mr. Marston—I may mention that they were fishing-tackle 
manufacturers. 
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Mr. Birkbeck-—They have unfortunately broken through our 
rules as to the size of the cases, which are limited to ten feet in 
height, but we are trying to meet them in every way possible 
as regards their cases. 

Colonel Morrison—I apprehend that the great object of our 
exhibitionis to improve andameliorate the condition of our fishermen 
and therefore I beg leave to draw attention to the appeal made 
as to the fishermen of Lewis, either by contribution® collectively or 
individually, or by taking any steps in that direction by holding 
forth the hope or promise of some museum in which models of 
vessels and different patentscould be exhibited. I happen to know 
these people very well, and the Duke of Edinburgh, in his report, 
made a most favourable mention of these people. He said that, 
‘Since my visit to the north of Scotland, my views have some- 
what changed with regard to the Naval Reserve. The 1,100 men 
of the second class I inspected at Stornoway are all employed in 
he deep-sea fishing trade in fore-and-aft vessels; they remain at sea 
tn all weathers, and are peculiarly adapted for the Naval Reserve.” 
He then goes on to say that ‘‘they are of extraordinary physique 
and seamaolike qualities and they readily received the instructions 
given to them while on drill. If embarked with the Coastguard 
in the proportion of three to one to the latter, they would make 
very effective crews for the ships of the fleets or other gunboats. 
They are always at home and available when required, whereas 
a largé proportion of the first class are absent at sea.’ My main 
object is, now they have got a harbour, to provide models of 
vessels and boats in some way so that they may improve on their 
own, as their fishing must be carriedon to great disadvantage in 
boats 20 feet keel. 

Mr. Birkbeck—I think a letter from you came to the secre- 
tary only yesterday on this very subject, giving full details, but it 
has not yet been laid before the Executive Committee, as it only 
came yesterday. It shall, however, come before their next meet- 
ing, when an official answer shall be sent. I am sure the com- 
mittee will try and meet your wishes if it is practicable. 

Marquis of Hamilton—My J.ords and Gentlemen, I have now 
much pleasure in proposing a vote of thanks to the Marquis of 
Exeter for having so kindly rendered his assistance to us to-day, 
and for having consented to preside over this meeting. 

Sir Charles Whetham—I have very great pleasure in seconding 
it. 

Chairman—I am very much obliged to you. 


My duties have 
not been very arduous. 


THE BUILDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


The Chairman of the Great International Fisheries Exhibition 
and two ofthe most active and influential members of the Execu- 
tive Committee, the Marquis of Hamilton and Sir F. Philip Cunliffe 
Owen, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.LE, last Friday received the represen- 
tatives of several of the principal London and provincial papers 
for the purpose of inspecting the buildings now in course of 
erection in the gardens belonging to the Royal Horticultural 
Society. 

Luncheon being finished, and brief speeches having been 
delivered by Mr. Birkbeck, Mr. Sala, and Sir Philip, in 
which the peculiarly social objects kept in view by the committee 
were pointed out, and a feeling tribute paid to the pleasure 
which would have been experienced by the late Mr. Buckland at 
such a grand realisation of his dreams, the company proceeded 
to the gardens, and there witnessed an experiment. Struck with 
the idea of the danger, not so much of fire as of the alarm of fire 
which might arise from so considerable a use of wood in the 
structure, the committee resolved to render the whole building 
fireproof, and having applied to the United Asbestos Company 
for their assistance, contracted for covering more than 80,000 
square yards of building with asbestos paint. An unmistakable 
test of its utility was provided. Two small huts about ro feet 
-high were built precisely alike from identically the same piece 
of wood, one of them only being covered with the asbestos paint, 
and both being filled with chips and shavings. Fire being then 
applied, the uncoated hut blazed up with great fierceness, while 
the other wooden structure remained untouched with the flames 
burning fiercely in theinside. Finally, a case of petroleum was 
dashed over the latter hut, and while there was a tremendous 
blaze within, the exterior remained cool and undisturbed. 

The building, erected by Messrs. Peto Brothers, although 
completely destitute at present of any symptom of its future in- 
habitants, is already well worth a visit, and gives a good concep- 
tion of the importance which will attach to the exhibition. Both 
in excellence of arrangements and general adaptability to econo- 
mic purposes the labours of the secretary, Mr. Mollett, are worthy 
of all praise, and he is well seconded by his assistant, Mr. Towse. 
The plan of the structure is due to Major General Scott, 
and the council have been particularly fortunate in obtaining the 
services of Mr. Wilson Bennison, the officer and surveyor of the 


Horticultural Society, for the superintendence of the erection. In 
shape the buildings consist of two principal parts, and may be 
roughly compared to. an enormous portcullis embraced by a gi- 
gantic magnet; the former being dedicated to foreign, the latter 
principally to British products. 

Some idea of the scale on which the plan has been carried out 
may be inferred from the fact that while the arc of the magnet, so 
to speak, is formed by the old arcades of the Horticultural So- 
ciety, the bar, formed by the principal English gallery, is a mag- 
nificent hall more than 500 feet long, and rivalling in extent some 
of our most celebrated cathedrals. 

Turning to the right, on reaching the extremity of the English 
gallery, and passing between the halls for lifeboats and spaces 
destined to receive machinery in motion, we find ourselves in the 
main passage oraortaof the wholestructure, cutting right across the 
two splendid galleries or arcades which are destined for the use 
of foreign exhibitors, and which make up what we have called the 
portcullis. Standing in the centre of this portion, and facing 
Queen’s Gate, we have onour left hand the Newfoundland fisheries, 
the well-worn theme of many a diplomatic negotiation, and on 
our right the contributions of Canada and the United States. 
Turning now completely to the right-about, so as to face the 
Exhibition Road, Sweden, Norway, and New South Wales are on 
our left, in line with the Canadian andthe American specimens’; 
and on our right, in line with Newfoundland, we find the historic 
fisheries of our great rival, the Netherlands. Outside this Jatter 
portion, towards the south, two ponds await the coming shoals of 
gold and silvercarp. Beyond the galleries lies a large space of 
garden, where beavers will have the opportunity of making uncom- 
plimentary reflections on the climate of London, and fo the right 
of the conservatory will be an immense collection of stuffed fish. 
As at Philadelphia, aquaria, both fresh water and marine, will 
form a prominent feature in the place, and there are hopes thata 
foundation may thus be laid for a Government School of Pisci-. 
culture. Particular care, therefore, has been taken with this de- 
partment, if, indeed, particular care can be said to be taken with 
anything where everything has received the greatest possible 
amount of attention. 

Mr. Bennison himself has directly superintended the laying of 
the brickwork, and the supervision ofthe pipes has been placed in 
the hands of Mr. H. C. Norman, of the firm of Messrs. Leete, 
Edwards, and Norman, by whom all the principal aquaria have 
been built. 

The British department in the exhibition is, as taking all things 
into consideration it certainly ought to be, by far the most im- 
portant, both in relation to the exhibits, and the more novel fea- 
tures of cooking, sale, and instruction. Atthe side of the British 
gallery and to the left of the visitor on entering the building, a 
smaller gallery or arcade has been erected asa grand dining-room, 
while to-the right will be witnessed one of the most.amazing and 
pleasing spectacles of the day. Nothing, in truth, is more remark- 
able inthe history of this already remarkable institution than the 
eager acquiescence of the Fishmongers’ Company in the scheme, 
which with their current traditions might have been expected to 
call forth their most strenuous opposition. At all events, the erec- 
tion ofa West End fish market would of itself have been sufficient 
tomakea decided mark in municipal history, and in course of 
time we may come to see all London besprinkled with small mar- 
kets of the kind—say, for instance, at someof the principal stations 
on the Metropolitan Railway, where the cost of carriage would be 
reduced to a minimum. Nor is this the full extent of consideration 
for the humbler classes which stamps the whole undertaking with 
the seal of statesmanship and almost of genius. There is a little 
room at the extremity of the principal English gallery which con- 
tains the heart of all this vast organisation. In that room Mrs. 
Clarke, the experienced instructress of the National Training 
School of Cookery, will experimentally demonstrate and teach 
“Flow to cook fish ina hundred ways.’ By this means it is hoped 
that the prejudice existing againstthe class of fish considered “ in- 
ferior,” and included under the unfortunate name of ‘‘ offal” 


‘simply and solely because it has been supplied on easier terms by 


the Creator, may, perhaps, be obviated, or at least diminished, 
that this vast gift of food may no longer be despised only because 
it is easy of-attainment.”—Morning Post, : 





THE SPORTSMAN’S EXHIBITION. 

ae promoters of this exhibition are to be congratulated again 

this year on the great success they have attained. It was 
hardly to be expected that in face of the recent Norwich and 
Edinburgh National and International Fisheries Exhibitions, and 
the coming grand one at South Kensington, that our fishing-tackle 
makers would find time to exhibit at the Agricultural Hall, but in 
other branches of sport it is eyen more representative and inter- 
esting than last year, , : 
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The enterprising firm of F.T. Williams and Co., fishing-rod and 
tackle makers, 10, Great Queen Street, W.C., are pretty certain to be 
found at every exhibition where there is achance of meeting with 
anglers, and they are well represented here with a most attractive 
general exhibit of rods and fishing-tackle ; and the same may be 
said of Messrs. W. Watson and Sons, 313, High Holborn, W.C. ; 
indeed, these two firms divide the honours between them, for they 
are the only exhibitors of angling rods and tackle. Just as we 
go to press we learn that the Exhibition will be kept 
open for another week, and we can strongly recommend 
our readers who can spare the time to pay a visit to the 
Agricultural Hall. We will briefly point out a fewofthe things which 
are most likely to interest them. In Messrs. Williams’ exhibit 
they will find a novelty in the shape of a trout-rod with a peculiar 
grip. For a light, single~handed rod, it is the best thing of the 
kind we have seen. ‘They have alsoa new, brass-bound, ebonite 
winch—certainly avaluable improvement. We have seena modi- 
fication of this before—in fact, possess a winch in which one side 
is of ebonite bound with brass; but in this winch both side plates 
are of ebonite. They also exhibit an improved clipper-bait, the 
suggestion of Mr. G. Yarde, and some salmon-gut of extremely 
good quality. Messrs. Watson have some Leonard glued-up 
cane salmon-rods, of exquisite make, and also an English-made 
lady’s fly-rod, of the same pattern—a little beauty, weighing only 
seven ounces, very moderate in price. Messrs. Watson assure us 
that they are now in a position to supply these rods, of English 
make, which they guarantee will stand wet and damp; in fact, that 
they are put together with the same cement as used by the Ameri- 
cans. Messrs. Blakey and Co., of Leeds, show Strawson’s world- 
famed Water-proofing Composition, of which they are now sole 
manufacturers; also their Patent Boot-Protectors, which have an 
enormous sale. The Spratt’s Patent Company exhibit “ Fibrine”’ 
fish meal, for rearing young fry and feeding adult fish. Messrs. 
Messum and Sons have a fine collection of boats of all kinds. Mr. 
H. Woodhouse, of Maidenhead, shows a capital combined fishing 
and pleasure punt. Mr. C. Capel, of Foot’s Cray, Kent, has his 
most valuable and practical appliances for pisciculture generally. 
The Berthon Boat Company carry away the palm for patent port- 
able folding fishing-boats, admirable contrivances for enabling an 
angler to fish waters inaccessible to ordinary boats. The “ Berthon” 
system combines safety and efficiency ina more marked degree 
than any other we know, and the prices are now reduced to a most 
moderate figure. Messrs. J.C.Cording and Co., of Piccadilly, have a 
really splendid exhibit of waterproof goods ofall kinds for anglers ; 
the thoroughly sterling and reliable nature of this firm’s goods have 
deservedly gained a world-wide reputation. 
the Island Boat-Building Works, Hampton Court, has, amongst 
other good boats, a Gentleman’s Pleasure Punt, fitted with all the 
latest-improvements, awning, lounging-seat in stern, &c.—a really 
useful punt in every way. Messrs. Anderson, Abbott, and Ander- 
son, of 37, Queen Victoria Street, display a fine collection of their 
waterproof garments of every description, which well deserves the 

careful attention of anglers. Mr. Henry Churchman, of Horsham, 
Sussex, whose six Royal liqueurs for sportsmen have been so 
highly spoken of by the sporting press, has an exhibit of his 
Cognac de Seville, King’s Punch, Liqueur de St. Patrick, Liqueur 
“Nectar, Seville Pick-me-up, Seville Orange Bitters. The 
““Khoosh”’ tonic bitters are new in this country, but, as all Anglo- 
Indians know, their genial and valuable tonic properties have been 
known from time immemorial in India. Sportsmen should not 
forget that this tonic can be tried at the stand of the 
@Khoosh” Tonic Bitters Company. Mr. E. Etard, of 4, 
Portland Terrace, Woodland Hill, Upper. Norwood (Stand 
No. 133), is agent for, and exhibits, new patent buttons for 
boots, trousers, &c., and we can strongly recommend our readers 
to examine these. ‘The nuisance of sewn-on buttons, which are 
always coming off, is entirely done away with by a most simple and 
ingenious contrivance, and a button can be replaced ina few 
seconds. - A hole is made in the leather, the twig of the button is 
pushed through, and then a flat metal disc attached. These 
National Buttons will be a great boon to all who wear boots or 
gaiters fastened by buttons, or a trouser-button can be replaced in 
the same way far more securely than by any sewing. Mr. Henry 
Heath, of 105 and 107, Oxford Street, has a capital assortment of 
-angling and sporting hats of all kinds. Messrs. Roland Ward 
-and Oo., of 166, Piccadilly, have the best exhibit of sporting and 
Other canoes in the building, and Mr. Cameron Russell, 
of 30, Little Trinity. Lane, E.C., has a display of tents, 
&c., especially adapted for fishing excursions. The galleries 
of the exhibition are mainly devoted to a display of bicycles 
and tricycles of all kinds, and those who remember, with 
‘feelings of horror, the old ‘“bone-shaker,” will derive great 
' pleasure from an inspection of the wonderfully beautiful machines, 
the improved descendants of the first ‘‘silent horses,” which are 
‘to be seen here. So many of our readers are indebted to the tri- 
cycle for their extended fishing excursions, that we have much 







Mr. T. G. Tagg, of 


pleasure in calling their attention to the ‘Special Devon” 
tricycle, one of the best and least expensive machines in the 
market. It is noted as a splendid hill-climber, having a 
patent swing frame, which does away with the necessity 
for leaning forward—in fact, the rider’s position can be adjusted to 
any incline, thus securing almost the same ease of position as when 


riding ona level road. Messts. Maynard, Harris, and Co. exhibit 


this tricycle and others: their address is 126 and 127, Leadenhall 
Street. The tricycle offers such a safe, swift, and pleasant means 
of getting about the country, that its use will become general among 
all anglers. It very soon recoups its cost by saving of railway and 
carriage fares. 

We understand that the Willesden Patent Waterproof Paper 
Company, who exhibit a waterproof house built of their material, 
are to waterproof the roof of the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition. 








THE FRIENDLY ANGLERS’ ANNUAL DINNER. 
HE annual dinner of this, probably the most ancient of all 
the many angling societies of the metropolis, and certainly 
one of the best, was held on the 31st ultimo, at their headquarters, 
The Albion, Albion Street, Hyde Park. It is really a treat of a 
high order to visit the Friendly Anglers, for apart from their un- 
adulterated friendship to rich and poor alike enlisted under old 
Isaac’s banner, they probably possess one of the finest museums 
in London, not even excepting that grand collection in the 
possession of the Piscatorial Society, or the fish belonging to the 
Stanley’s, the Silver Trouts, and the Good Intent. Trout, those 
veritable gems of the stream, shine out prominently from the 
walls. It is matter of doubt which commands the largest share 
of admiration — the beauties from the Colne and Wycombe 
waters, killed nearly all of ‘them with the fly by those 
past masters in the very gentlest branch of the craft, Messrs. 
Hoblyn and Emanuel to wit, or that glorious ferox of the Thames, 
that marvellous eleven-pounder from Shiplake, which, cased, has 
become a thing of beauty and a joy for ever to Mr. Allard, and so 
reflects angling lustre upon his name for all time. And surely - 
there are no grander bream anywhere, save, it may be, those three 
wonderful fish of Mr. Bradlaugh’s, to be seen at the ever-charming 
little Crown at Broxbourne, and thus, what with magnificent roach, 
chub, perch, dace, grayling, pike, and barbel, it is likely that an 
ancient piscator would say, ‘‘I fackins, but ’tis a goodly show 
indeed.” 

And the dinner. Well, the dinner was good, very good, and 
served in that capital style which .has made Mr. King’s name 
famous as a caterer, while the wines were even better. We have 
a lively recollection of the “Irroy,’’ only eclipsed by lingering 
reminiscences of the very best ice pudding it was ever our good 
fortune to partake of. The president of the evening, in the 
language ofthe music-halls, shone forth in the person of ‘the 
renowned David.” Should anyone imagine idly that a better 
could be found, we have simply to say to that individual, ‘‘ Pugh, 
Sir Pugh, a pest_on your wayward wit.” Then was the vice- 
chair admirably filled—we use the word advisedly—by Mr. 
Taylor. We have no authority for suggesting that his Christian 
name was “ Billee’’; indeed, we don’t believe it was. Suffice it 
to say, therefore, that president and vice-president were supported 
as to members. by Messrs. C. D. Hoblyn, F. Hoblyn, R. Hoblyn, 
Victor Emanuel, Henderson, Brown, Davison, Dawson, Paine, 
Woodall, Mitchell, Lucas, Gillett, Howard, Garrett, Page, New- 
son, Craggs, Hawkins, Batson, Allard, T. Barwell, W. Barwell, 
Austin, Blackman, Mobbs, Bayfield, Hughes, Palm er, Pinnock, 
Le Good, and Hook. ‘The visitors were Messrs. Weeks, Purkess, 
Horn, Murray, G. Shield, Macmillan, Allard, Eaton Iddens, 
Stait, and Peel, while the Press was represented by Mr. J. P. 
Wheeldon. 

At the conclusion of a capital dinner, the president, Mr. Pugh, 
shortly, but very effectively, proposed the toast of ‘‘ Tne Queen 
and the Royal Family,” following that up with ‘‘The Army, 
Navy, and Reserve Forces.” This latter toast was responded to 
by Messrs. R. A. Hoblyn and Eaton Iddens, the latter gentleman 
saying that in proof of the never-dying dash and valour of the 
English soldier, we had only to look round at the incidents of the 
short but eventful campaign in Egypt to be convinced that well- 
officered men, led and governed by experienced campaigners, 
were just as effective now as they were in the days of the great 
general, Wellington. : 

A pleasant interruption to the usual order of things took place 
at this point. It was the production of a very pretty tray of fish 
killed that day in the Kennett by the all-conquering ‘“ David,” 
and a 3 lb. tench, supported by some very nice chub, a2 Ib. 
perch, and a sprinkling of fair-sized roach, were much admired, 
as indeed, considering the state of the livers, generally, they 
deserved to be. 

The president then rose and said,—Gentlemen, charge your 
glasses. [he toast I am about to propose for your acceptance is 
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that of ‘Success and Prosperity to the Friendly Anglers,” and 
long may they flourish. (Cheers.) Ithink, gentlemen, said Mr, 
Pugh, we have reason to be very proud of our success this year. 
You know perfectly well that our standard of weights is very 
high, so much so that it is impossible for any of ‘‘ Brougham’s 
babies” to find lodgings for the night in our nursery. (Hear, 
hear.) Yet for all that we have, and although our society is 
limited in point of numbers, weighed in this season 2724 Ib. 3 oz. 
of such fish as no angler in the kingdom need be ashamed of. 
This gross weight has only been beaten twice in the last 
302 years—viz., in the years 1850 and 1853: When it is con- 
sidered what a terrible season for the prosecution of sport that 
now rapidly drawing to a close has been—when it is remembered 
that for the last three months anglers have hardly had an oppor- 
tunity of wetting a line, this achievement must be considered a very 
greatone. Several individual members shine conspicuously in this re- 
turn. Messrs. Howard, Berry and Mitchell are to be congratulated 
upon their fine shows of barbel from the Thames, the former gentle- 
man being credited with fish up to 8 lb. each, while I myself was 
fortunate in getting a 103 1b. fish. Nor must the Colne be for- 
gotten. From that little stream Messrs. Hawkins and Hoblyn 
have shown some very handsome trout, Mr. Newsom a roach, 
amongst others, of 2 lb. 5 oz, while Mr. Batson had 32 Ib. 4 02. 
oftench, and the best bream in our collection, weighing 6 1b. 8 oz. 
Neither must 1 forget the great shows of salmon sent up by Mr, 
Emanuel. Amongst them was one splendid fellow weighing 
25 1b., so that, taking it for all in all, the season has been a very 
good one. Gentlemen, may we have many more such, and may 
we always jog along in the same happy and companionable way, 
free from dissensions and differences, frequently rife in angling 
clubs I am sorry to say, so that we may always be able to boast 
that we are friendly to the very core, as well asin name. 

Mr. Le Good, the society’s hon. sec., then presented the annual 
report, and also proceeded to reac: the list of the successful prize- 
winners, the Chairman presenting each in its turn. Our space 
will not permit us to print them 72 cx/enso; we must, therefore, be 
content with saying that Mr. F. Hoblyn won £12 12s. for the 
greatest number of trout taken with the fly, and a handsome gold 
pin, presented by Mr. Sachs for the best trout killed with fly. Mr. 
R. L. Pugh won £16 16s., taking prizes for the best Thames trout 
killed spinning (weight 97 ib.), for the best chub (41b. 53 02z.), for 
the greatest number of specimen fish, and for the best gross 
weight of the year, winning the latter prize with the great weight 
of ro80lb. 14 0z. Mr. A. Hunt won four prizes, and Mr. T. 
Barwell two, both being for gross weight and specimen fish. 
Mr. Victor Emanuel also took prizes for the best salmon of the 


year (25 lb.), one out of twelve fish killed in one day, and also for. 


the best chub killed with the fly. 

Mr. Woodall then proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Successful 
Anglers of the Year,” paying special compliment to Mr. Pugh 
for his extraordinary perseverance in the face of many difficulties, 
and for the wonderful shows of fish he had made, the chief merit 
of the performance lying in the fact that a large proportion of 
them were taken from public waters. ‘ 

Mr. Pugh having responded, Mr. Charles Hoblyn, in a singu- 
larly graceful and kindly manner, proposed the toast of ‘“‘The 
Press,’ saying that in the person of Mr. Wheeldon, who he was 
glad to see present, they had not only an accomplished and 
practical angler, but one whose contributions to angling litera- 
ture in the columns of Bel!’s Life, the Fisuina Gazerre, the 
Field, Sporting Life, and other journals, would probably live long 
-in the memory of all fishermen of every degree. 

Mr. Wheeldon, upon rising to reply, was very warmly received, 


and, in the course of an exhaustive speech, drew special attention. 


to the scheme, largely promoted by his friend, Mr. Marston, the 
Editor of the FisHinc Gazrtre, in favour of National Fish 
Culture. This, he said, was just one of the very things that all 
anglers, of no matter what degree, should endeavour to support 
to the utmost of their ability. Tt was impossible to hope that 
any given number of private gentlemen, forming the council 
and directorate of the Association, no matter how benevolent 
or enthusiastic they might be for the national good of the 
country, could carry out all the large issues at stake without 
the assistance of the anglers themselves. Moreover, he thought 
that if the Government saw that the angling public were really 
making strenuous efforts, no matter how small they might be, 
to assist in the formation and prosecution of a private scheme 
at the outset, but which was directed to the general good in 
the future, they might possibly help them, as other Govern- 
ments, notably that of America, had done to the pioneers of 
fish culture in that country. A large fund could easily be raised 
if every angling society in the country were to put its shoulders 
to the wheel, and when the time for action came, he felt well 


assured that the Friendly Anglers would be amongst the first to - 


help a scheme which had for its objects =~zat and worthy motives. 
(Loud cheers. ) 


Other toasts followed, notably that of ‘The Visitors,” 
responded to very neatly by Mr. Eaton Iddens. Contributions 
to the ensuing prize list flowed in merrily, and at. intervals 
some excellent vocalism helped to render the evening a very 
enjoyable one. ras, 


CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By L. B. 


READINGS IN ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
North-Western District Alliance, Feb. I, 1883. 

Srr,—The first paper of the above District Alliance will be read by 
Mr. Thos. Crumplen, hon. sec. Gresham Angling Society, at the 
Lord Southampton tavern, Southampton Road, Haverstock Hill, 
N.W., on Monday evening, February 19th, at nineo’clock. Subject: 
“The Life of a Fish,” illustrated by a few diagrams and microscopic 
preparations. Trusting to be well supported, by a good muster of 
members from your society, I remain, dear Sir, yours very truly, 

: GEO. BONVOISIN, hon. sec. _ 

A copy of the above circular has been sent to-each of the six societies 
included in the above District Alliance—no need, however, to say that 
all anglers, members of societies or otherwise, will be heartily wel- 
come. Anumber of gentlemen who take a deep interest in all pis- 
catorial matters have promised to be present, and a very entertaining 
evening is anticipated. A short practical code of rules has been 
drawn up by the committee, who will be pleased to forward a copy 
ofsame, if desired, to any group of societies contemplating the starting 
of readings ofa similar kind. It is intended to extend this experi- 
mental series over a period of twelve months, a paper being read at 
least once a month at each society’s clubhouse in turn. 

I am pleased to be able to state that our good friend, Mr. C. Hat- 
field, is progressing favourably. 

The usual monthly meeting of the, United London Anglers’ Central 
Committee took place at the Bald Faced Stag, Worship Square, 
Finsbury, on Monday evening, February 5, Mr, S. Morgan presiding. 
After the reading and confirming of the minutes of the previous 
meeling, Messrs. Johnson and Copeland, auditors elected by this 
committee and the West Central Association of London and Pro- 
vincial Angling Societies respectively to the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society, vouched for the accuracy of the half-yearly balance-sheet 
produced by the secretary, Mr. Copeland, adding a few words, urging 
secretaries and other representatives of angling societies present to 
use their best endeavours to induce their brother-members to join that 
excellent institution, which, he regretted to hear, was not half sup- 
ported-a3 it should be, seeing the great and increasing number of 
thoroughly deserving cases it was called upon to relieve. 

Mr. Dymond was elected to fill a vacancy on the committee of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent. A proposition by Mr, Manning, seconded by 
Mr. Dymond, ‘‘ That the River Lea Conservancy be respectfully solicited 
to prosecute in the case of the bargeman recently detected netting by 
Bailiff Vernon,”” was unanimously carried. In answer to a question 
Mr. Secretary Ghurney explained that, though the net was not a large 
one, it was by no means harmless as a weapon for the capture of fish 
—mounted at the endof along pole, it could be. used with equal 
effect night or day, and while the boat was in motion, while in shallow 
water and amorgst weeds, by its use, a great number cf fish could be 
easily scooped out. The net had been seized by Mr. Vernon, and 
would be produced if the Conservancy decided to prosecute. 

Mr. Theobalds asked a question relative to a report being sedulous'y 
circulated by certain persons whose chief delight it seemed to beto © 
thwart at every turn the efforts being made by the various associations 
and committees to promote the best interests of anglers and angling, 
to the effect that the committee of the United Fisheries’ Society had, 
out of publicly-subscribed: money; rented waters in Cambridgeshire, 
which they were retaining exclusively for their own use. Of course, 
the report was ridiculous ; but there might be found persons to believe 
it, and he would like to have an official contradiction, and further, 
that such should appear in the FISHING GAZETTE. Mr, Ghurney, 
who, together with the rest of the delegates present, seemed highly 
amused, said there was not even the proverbial grain of truth in the 
report; indeed, it was so transparently false that it seemed almost 
unnecessary to publicly contradict it. Mr. Field and himself had been 
several times down to the localities mentioned, with the object of 
leasing, if possible, one or more stretches of water for the use of the 
London club anglers, but without success. They had met with great 
courtesy and kindness from the millers, landowners, and others, who, 
while they were pleased to grant a day’s fishing to any respectable 
person, yet in some cases could not, and in others would nof, entertain 
proposals for leasing their waters. 

The roll was then called by Mr. Ghurney, the following societies 
being represented :—The Exéelsior, Eustonian, Phoenix, Little Inde- 
pendent, Izaac Walton, Edmonton and Tottenham, Amicable Brothers, 
Stoke Newington, Hoxton Brothers, Original Clerkenwell Piscatorials, 
Social Brothers, Dalston, Cavendish, Original Alexandra, Burdett, 
Hackney, Great Northern Brothers, Metropolitan, Never. Frets, 
Stepney, Bermondsey, and North Western. From the West Central 
Association were present Messrs, Field, Star, and Bonvoisin. Of the 
RiverLea bailiffs, Messrs. Bayley, Clark, High, Stevens, and F. Scott. 

A vote of thanks to the chair brought the meeting toa close at a 
comparatively early hour. . wes 

On the 4th inst. the Original Alexandra Anglers fished for anum- 
ber of prizes from Rye House Bridge to St. Margaret’s Bridge... The 
water was very thick, and only two competitors scored, viz., Mr. High, 
who came in first with 2 lb, 11 0z. of roach, and Mr. Brockett, second, 
with 2 lb. $.0z. A nice jack was taken in the river Lea at Ware by a 
member ofthe Hoxton Brothers onthe 4th ; the fish weighed g lb, 6 oz. 
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4G MR. SILK’S FISH TRAP. 


Ny course of conversation: the other cay with Mr. Silk, fish 

culturist to the Marquis of Exeter, we asked him if he did not 
have a good deal of trouble to catch his parent fish when he 
wanted to spawnthem. He said that he had often had great dif- 
ficulty when he used nets, but that since he had made use ofa trap 
he had invented the difficulty had vanished. He said that, know- 
ing it was the habit of trout, when about to spawn, to go up 
stream seeking for the shallows, especially at night, the idea 
occurred to him that he might make use of this instinct as a means 
of catching the fish, and he then made a sketch of the. con- 
‘trivance of which we present our readers with an illustration 


ing to the water in the stream. Thisis done by hinging the grating 
to a piece of wood that will slip up and down at the sides, grooves 
being made for this purpose. Two pins, D D, show where these 
go through from the inside of the trap. 

“This trap, placed the reverse way and 4 inches higher, will 
catch the fish that come down stream. 

‘Tt is always advisable to have three or four boards floating in 
the middle of the water inside the trap; the fish will then not fret 
so much to get out when daylight comes—for twice as many fish 
run up at night as.in the daytime.” 

Not being quite clear as to what prevented the fish going on 
up-stream, we asked Mr. Silk, and he replied that, ‘‘There are 
three ways of preventing the fish going up-stream. after passing 


below, we thought it so clever and simple as to be well | the trap: the first is, to have a grating across the stream ; 
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Mr, Silk’s Trap for Catching Trout (in a stream) when requircd for Spawning. 


worthy of description. We have often heard fish-culturists 
speak of the bother and expense of employing a lot of men to 
net waters in the winter, and the poor result they often obtained. 
We will let Mr. Silk describe his sketch in his own words. 

“ DraR Srr,—I enclose sketch of a trout, salmon, or other 
fish-trap. Ais the trap; the water is dammed up from 4 to 6 
inches by the planks B; the opening C C depends on the width 
of the stream, and the amount of water that has to flow through 
the bars of the grating A, which forms the trap. About one-third 
of the width of the stream has usually. been found sufficient for 
the opening. No water can come over the boards BB, and this 
causes all the water to pass through the opening CC. ' The grat- 
ing A is hinged to the planks, and can be lifted up when taking 
out the fish ; it should be made so that it can be lowered accord- 





The sketch represents secticn of stream frcm bank to bank, and its bed also, 


. 


next, a heavily-leaded net—but the cork-line must not be allowed 
to float on the water, or else the fish will go over, but must be 
stretched tight, at least 6 inches above the water; the third way 
is to put another trap on the water, say 20 fect above the first. 
The sill or opening where the water enters must be 3 inches 
higher than where it flows out at the (lower) trap. The grating 
must be turned the’ reverse way to the other trap, so that 
those ends of both gratings farthest away from the hinges will 
face each other, like the teetii of two combs. In this way, a 
fish coming down-stream or going up-stream will get caught 
in the trap—the water rippling over the grating entices them in. 
I find water between 42 deg. and sodeg. Fahr. the best tem: 
perature to hatch and rear both salmon and trout. Cold 
retards—warmth accelerates—the hatching. Weer ic leg 





IMPREGNATING SALMON EGGS. 
Mr. LIvINGSTON STONE, of the United States Fish Commission, 
in charge of the salmon breeding ranch on the McCloud River, Cali- 
fornia, made an interesting series of experiments to test the best 
method of impregnating salmon eggs, in September last. Fishcul- 


turists know that eggs and milt taken under the same conditions from’ 


different fish often vary greatly in the percentage of impregnation ob- 
tained. Therefore, while Mr. Stone’s trials are of value, they should, 
in order to determine the point sought, have been repeated many 
times. Mr. Stone writes from Cold Spring Trout Ponds, Charles- 
town, N.H. :— 

The following experiments were tried at the U.S. Fishery, Cali- 
fornia, this fall, with salmon eggs. All the egos and milt were taken 
as usual in a dry vessel :— 
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1,—Eggs remained in pan one minute before 
sittwasguton> 7) SU8 OL Me 2,500 338 -2,162 0864 
2.—Eggs remained in pan two minutes before 
mitwasputon .., ae a Rar 3,000 952 2,048 0°€82 
3.—Eggs remained in pan three minutes be- 
fore milt was put on Sue es ave 3,620 $42 3,058 0°849 
- 4.—Milt remained in pan one minutc before 
eggs were added ... iN o rp 3,600 923 2,€77 0°743 
5.—Milt remaized in pan two minutes before 
PEENWELO ACUCO ives useNh uyene, deserts 3,100 7it 2,389 0°77 
6,—Milt remained in pan three minutes before 
, eggs wereadded .., ots ae 3,0¢0 1,838 1,762 0°387 
' 7.—Canadian process* ine 25,0Cc0 1,360 23,640 0945 
_ 8.—Egegs taken from dead fish ... ass af 2,500 2,402 100 0'04 
9.—E; gs washed immediately after milt was 4 
. put on... Be ob oy oF 3,900 3,000 | Failure, — 
10.—Milt eighteen hours old when used 3,000 3,060 we a 
11,— Milt forty-eight hours old when used 3,0C0 3,000 $5 = 
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* Taking the eggs and milt in the usual way in a pan, and as soon as they are well 
mixed together, pouring them into a pail till the pail is filled, This method saves pans 
_ and makes one pan do for a day’s spawning, 


: LIVINGSTON STONE, 
it will be seen that the ‘* Canada Process” yielded ninety-four and 





one-half per cent , while the eggs from the dead fish brought only 
four per cent. We hope that Mr. Stone will continue these experi- 
ments and that others will try them and report the results.x—/orest 
and Stream. 





A NEW FISHING PLACE IN DEVONSHIRE. 


I have many times been asked, ‘‘ Have you any perch or jack fishing 
in Devonshire ?’’ Thereis, and very good, too. And, I ampleased to 
say, fishing of all kinds is receiving more protection than hitherto. 
Some few gentlemen are breeding trout for their respective streams, 
and strong measures are being taken against pollution and poison. 
There is not a county in England so well provided with fishing quarters 
to suit every one’s tastes and pockets as Devon. Last September I 
had the privilege of being one of a small party to open the fishing of 
a new lake, called Bee Sands, Ley, about 35 acres in extent, especially 
constructed to suit tke habits of the fish it contains. This Jake was 
made by throwing up a dam at one end of a valley, into which flows 
a small stream, Islands are dotted about, planted with shrubs, 
which form resting places for the wild fowl, and shade and cover for the 
fish. The water at the overflow end is from six to ten feet in depth, - 
making it very good fishing from the bank. I devoted my attention 
to perch fishing, with worms for bait, and had the pleasure of taking 
150 fish, many over 1 Ib. in weight, to my own rod. This lake was 
made, and splendidly stocked with fish, four years ago, by Mr. W. 
Vicary, of the Tor Cross Hotel, for the use of his visitors, and I wish 
him every success in this plucky undertaking. The jack and rudd 
are very numerous, the latter with the perch rise freely to the fly: the 
best to use is the red palmer, with gold twist and black knot. This 
fishing station is easily reached by rail to Dartmouth, thence coach to 
Tor Cross. The sea fishing here is also very good; the boatmen are 
very moderate in their charges and obliging. I don’t know a more 
enjoyable resort for a real sportsman, nora cheaper one. Dartmoor 
is very near, thoroughly intersected with trout streams, and most of 
them free, or a very nominal sum purchases permission. The flies for 
these streams, broadly speaking, are—black red palmer, gold twist 
for point fly (always), smoky-blue dun, silver twist, and hares flax 
upright ; these three flies will carry you all over Dartmoor, if dressed 
small and fine gut. Trout are yery plentiful this year, and in very 
forward condition. G. W. 
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Ancholme District. 


The weather was very fine and spring-'ike during the early part of the week, 
and many early flies were dancing in the sunshine in sheltered situations, whilst 
the trout were taking the flies very freely in the ponds of the Manor Fishery. 
In common with my brother a2glers, I have been looking over my stock of 
early flies, and have selected-a few for operations towards the end of the month. 
More anglers have been out coarse-fishing during the spell of fine weather than 
for some time past, but success has only been moderate. The weather has 
come in quite cold again, with an easterly wind,which will once more retard the 
angler’s progress; but it is a comfort to know the good time is coming.— 
THOMAS Torb, Caistor. 


Ballynahinch (Galway). 


The above has opened with every prospect of a good season for spring fish- 
ing. The only part of the waters that has been fished is Ballynahinch Lake 
and river, for one Jay, Thursday, the Ist inst., when with the aid of the still 
favourite ‘‘Grey Monkey,’’ backed up by a good black with mixed wing, was 
the means of bringing to the bank four of as fine salmon as ever graced a 
banquet table, weighing respectively 11, 12, 13, and 13 lb., all cleanrun. We 
have had a heavy fall of rain these last 24 hours ; but to-day it has cleared up 
with south and south-west winds. Waters ought to bein splendid order about 
Monday, 12thinst. We will have full spring tide to-morrow. Fish have been 
running the two spring tides previovs.— WALTER BLACKADDER. — 


Chichester. 


The weather during the past week has been a succession of changes ; some 
fair bream have been taken, also some small jack. A fish of 7!b was taken at 
the Basin recently by the man with many rods. Why cannot anglers content 
themse ves with one pike rod, in place of uamerciful pos hunting ? The annual 
dinner of the Chichester Society is fixed for the 2oth of March.—G. F, 
SALTER. 

Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The weather during the beginning of this week was everything that could be 
wished for, and there have been a few rodsters out exercising their skill. 
Sport proved very fair, the fish being found well on, both at the worm and 
maggot. Theheavy rain of to day (Thursday) has made the river thick as a 
puddle, and prospects for a few days will not be so bright.—WHEATSHEAF 
HOorfeEL. 

Dove. 

We have had a moderately favourable week. Monday and Tuesday were fine 
days, but on Tuesday night there was a pretiy heavy snowfal, which has put a 
stop to angling eversince. Since the 2nd instant, when trout came into sea- 
son, some fair dishes have been captured with the fly. Three or four brace 
would be about the average, and the best killing lures have been found to be 
the blue dun, and the February red. On the lower lengths of the river the 
barbel and bream fishers were busy on Saturday, and again on Monday and 
‘Tuesday, when Shrovetide brought many holiday-making locals to the river, 
some of whom succeeded in getting excellent sport. The fish appeared to be 
most onat the cockspur worm. Pike are now moving about briskly. —TuE 


SPLODGER. 
Eden (Carlisle). 


The opening of the season on the 2nd inst., was one of the most favourable 
for the net-proprietors which we have had for many years. They ‘ happened ”’ 
on a river of tish at the very commencement, and by 9 o'clock on Friday morn- 
ing, there was a fine display in the shops, whilst the bulk, of course, went 
southwards by rail. The wiseacres seem all likely to be at fault this season 
fora bad grilse season last year was naturally taken as a sign ofa bad salmon 
spring to follow. It beatsme where the fish come from. { wishI could give 
you as fayourable an account of the rod-fishing: there has in fact been none. I 
have not heard of asingle ‘‘ tight line.’? The river looked like being fit by the 
beginning of this week, but on Saturday down came another spate and spoilt it. 
The same thing looks like happening again. It ought tohave ‘‘fashed?’ to- 
morrow, but to-day we have a south-easterly gale and heavy showers, and 
anglers are beginning to use unpa:liamentary language. I will not write more 
lest I should do the same.—Sinver Grey. 


Exe (Exeter). 


Since my last report, we have had some disastrous floods; they left us on 
the 4th inst., but rain has again appeared in sunny (query, rainy) Devon. Last 
Monday, four pike-fishers were out, but did not give a good account of them- 
selves, and only a few perch were caught by the writer. The continued wet 
weather, unless a change soon takes place, will make our prospects for some 
time very gloomy, and at present the river is rising fast and much discoloured. 
—J. A. KELLEY. 
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Exe (Tiverton). 

Owiag to the heavy rains on Thursday night of last week the river was in 
flood, and not fishable until Monday and Tuesday, when a very fair number of 

Tuesday night a great 
quantity of rain again fell, which has risen the river and coloured it very much, 

To-day (Thursday), towards even- 
ing, it is clearing, and will, if no more rain, be in good order to-morrow. Fish 
Flies killing best are the usual ones 
blue upright, halfstone, February red, and blue, 
silver twist— WM. Muprorp. 


Exe and Barle. 


At the commencement of the season a flood was on, and many fish were 
taken with the worm. Since then the water has been in fair order, but rather 
too full to warrant good sport. The blue upright and silver twist are now the 
killing flies. Trout are more forward than is generally the case in the early part 
of February, the mild winter having evidently helped them. If the weather 
contioues mild and nct too wet, the season promises to be an early one.—C. W. 
NELDEN. ‘ 

Greets (Ingleton). 

The season for trout-fishing opened in this river o1the 2nd inst. The last 
week or two we have had successive floods. The surrounding hills have 
been covered with snow, so that fishing prospects are not very promising. The 
Greeta is a very Jate river, consequently [ do not expect to have anything worth 
to record till probably the latter end of March, unless it be an occasional day or 
two bottom-fishing. I may say that the Greeta, so far as the Ing’eton Asso- 
ciation extends, is solely a trout river. salmon not having access up the river 
further than Burton on accoant of a mill weir.—INGLEBoRO. 


Lea (Ware). 

Although favoured with several fine days since my last report, dirty, driz- 
zling weather has »gain set in ; still Iam more fortunate as regards report of 
sport than last week, as on the 4th, a'though but few anglers were out, inclu- 
ding a ‘* peg-down ”’ ma‘ch of the Bloomsbury Brothers, whose individual 
takes amounted toa mere nothing, one good item I with pleasure record, 
viz., the capture of a beautiful jack by the ‘‘ Boom Swim.” ~ Although I did 
not see it weighed I estimated it would draw the scales at 13 lb. The lucky 
captor of this fish was Mr. Atkiss, of the Hoxton Brothers, and a finer speci- 
men (ofits weight) I haveseldom seen. No doubt with persistent and careful 
fishing in the dead waters, a few good jack ought to fall tothe angler’s rod, as 
the ‘‘freshets’’ we have so often had recently has moved these fine 
gentlemen out of the deep holes in the private waters.—LION AND WHEAT- 


SHEAF. 
Lee (South of Irelard,) 


The season opened on this day (Ihursday) week. The condition of the 
weather since then has been remarkable even at this season. Within one week 
we have had three violent storms accompanied by heavy rain. The Blackwater 
has not been in fishing order except fora few hours on the first day. The Lee 
anglers have been more favoured. Floods run off the Lee quickly—in a day 
the dirtiest flood will fine’'down. Thus we are more fortunate here than on the 
Duke of Devonshire’s river, which takes three or four days before the water — 
running down from the bogs becomes clear. On Thursday, the Ist, there were 
overa hundred anglers at work at an early hour. 1t wasa cold, raw morning, with 
a heavy hoar frost on the ground, and the occupation of fishing was anything 
but agreeable. However, the rod was plied with the eagerness of a man who 
returns to his favourite amusement after a long vacation. The fish taken were 
mostly old slats, fish which after propagating their species in the gravel beds 
along the different streams, are returning tothe salt waterthere to be refreshed 
and invigorated. As food, slats are unsavoury; many of them are returned 
to the water, but many people prefer to keep their game, to show that they, at 
all events, have had something for their day. A few sprungers were als» landed; 
but the weather broke early, and torrents of rain descended, until anglers were 
forced to leave the bank when saturated, even through waterproofs. On Friday 
there was a flood, and the river was unfit. Saturday it was in better order, 
and on Monday before it rained, there was great execution. The following are. 
the details. Mr. Beanmish six in three days; Mr. Bass, five in two days ; Capt. 
Caulfield, four ; Mr. Bowen Coltharst, two; Col. Smith, one; Mr. Angler, one; 
Mr. Geo, Haynes, one; the brothers Manning, seven ; Mr. Geo. Colthurst and 
party three; J. Lehane, one; Sir Augustus Warren, two ; Mr. Rye, one ; Major 
Nettley, five; P. Connell, one. These figures represent the spring fish, viz.— 
Sylvester Manning landed eight with his own rod on Saturday last, but of 
these six were old.—ANGLER. 5 


Lune (Carnforth). 


The state of the river Lune is still unfit to afford sport to the angler, on ac- 
count of its swollen state—and the hills being covered with snow—the snow 
broth (as we call it) so sickening the fish, that no bais will entice them. The 
only chance of taking trout this week would be in the river Keer, which empties 
itself into Morcambe Bay—at Carnfoith—and that with wcrm, fished with 
stewart tackle. Permission to fish same would have to be obtained from Major 
Marton, or his steward, Mr. Herd, Pheasant Field, Borwick.—Piscator. 





Medway (Tuabridge). 
The river is still as thick as pea-soup, with no apparent chance of fishing for 
some days, even if the weather clears up, of which there seems but little chance. 
—YE MEDWAY WATER: RAT. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


Since my last report, although we have been treated to small gleams of sun- 
shine, they have been few and far between; the weather has been dull, with 
rain; the water thick and bad. The present waters at Hurley have been 
visited by a few anglers, with but poor success, which must have been expected, 
considering the state of the river. P. Terquet, Jean Hornpecke, F. Bigsby. 
and a Mr. Humpet, got a few nice roach and perch the early part of the week. 
-\ Mr, Thomas House, fishing from the Old Bell, Hurley, on Tuesday caught 20 
good roach, weighing 11 lb.; and Harry Rodwell, out with his punt, caught 
about 7 Ib. of perch on the same day. Wednesday, Mr. Thomas House, 
out with Harry Rodwell, about 9]b., the roach being the bést fish, and a small - 
jack, returnable. At the time of writing, weather very fine, with indications 
of frost; water lowering, and getting Lright; wind south-west.—Huriry 


TROUT. 
: Moy (Ireland). . 


I have received some very satisfactory information of the salmon fishing at 
Ballina, and of the prospect of the season, which commenced on the Ist of the 
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present month. The angling in some portion of the river Moy at Ballina is free, 
and abounds with salmon, &c. The banks of the river for miles are quite clear 
of wooding, and the bed of the river is sandy soil, and just as an angler would 
desire it. A friend of mine, an old Lea angler who was ona visit there last 
year, thus writes of the place: —‘‘It would well repay a visit of the London 
anglers, as there are plenty of fish, and Mr, J. Rourke, of the Moy Hotel, 
Ballina, who is a great expert in angling, is always ready to give every infor- 
mation.’’ J understand that Mr. J. E. Ward, the courteous and persevering 
general manager of the Midland and Great Western Railways in Ireland, is 
ready to open out railway facilities, and to offer all inducemerts to anglers, as 
well as to supply them with particulars as to fares and times of trains. Mr. 
Rourke, of the Moy Hotel, is quite prepared to rent a private portion of the 
river Moy if he is well supported by the London anglers, and this would be 
a great inducement for those of our Thames anglers who have never yet caught 
a salmon to go and try their skill in that direction.—B. 


Severn (Gloucester). 


No prospect of fishing here for some time. Meadows under water for miles, 
This is the fifth time this winter the water has come over the banks. It is very 
bad for the opening of the salmon season. I have only heard of two being 
caught as yet, about 20 lb. each.— Yk FAyRE CITYE. 


The Suir and its Tributaries, Clonmel (Ireland). 


The fishing season opened on Thursday last, but owing to the heavy floods 
litle sport has beenhad. Colonel Charles Butler at Ballycarron killed a splendid 
spring fish, weighing 20 lb., and near the same place Mr. A. Warburton was 
also successful in landing one of 17 lb. The Cot-men are doing but little; on 
the lower waters they cannot fish at all, but the Clonmel clears were able to use 
their nets for a few days, and got twenty-six salmon, getting from 3s. to 3s. 3d. 
perlb, for them. The inspectors of Irish fisheries intend holding investigations 
in Cahir on Saturday next; in Clonmel on Monday, 13thinst., and in Carrick- 
on-Suir, on Tuesday, 14th inst., respecting the proposed change in the present 
season for salmon and trout-fishing on the Suir and its tributaries in this 
district. In connection: with the inquiry a preliminary meeting has been 
held in Clonmel, and we hope the old and experienced rod men will give tbeir 
evidence as to the advisability of a change so long wished for.—Dora. 


Thames (Goring). 


_ The water is going down fast, and getting in good order. If it should keep 
fine, water would do well for jack about Tuesday, and for roach and perch by 
the 11th, fishing with worms. Have nothing to report this week, except bad 
times. We have had, I think, five floods this season. Prospects, unless we 
have better weather, look bad for the next few days.—JoHN RusH. 


Thames (Monkey Jsland Hotel), 


River still out of all condition for fishing. No chance whatever unless for 
bank anglers with the tail of a job in quiet eddies and corners. I have heard of 
a few good roach and perch taken in that way during the week. One bank 
fisher had two dozen very nice roach and eight perch. I sawthem myself, the 
roach averaging from #]b. tor lb. each, and one perch 141b. They were taken 
just below Monkey Island. The perch are very forward indeed. Those I saw 
were very full of spawn: they are hardly worth taking. I suppose it isaccounted 
for by the mildness of the winter. I am sorry to say we had a fine trout come 
to grief in some way, whilst moving anold poplar that had blown down across 
the river opposite the hotel; the trout seemed to come from under it It was a 
very handsome male fish, and weighed 101]b.; I believe it would have gone 
12 lb. in the season ; no doubt is was the same fish that has been here for some 
time, three or four years. It was too far gone to be preserved. FEhope to give 
a more favourable report of the river next week. Water this morning going 
down, but I am afraid these heavy rains will keep it back.—R. PLUM- 


MER, SENR. 
Thames (Oxford). 


On Friday evening an unusual heavy downpour of rain set in, which con- 

tinued with very little intermission throughout the whole of Saturday, and 

“materially increased the height and thickness of the Thames and the Cherwell, 
especially ot the latter river, which, from the narrow limits of its channel and 
the extensive area it has to drain, very quickly overflows its banks, and puts 

_ the country through which it runs under water. The succeeding four days have 
been fine, the nights bright, and inclined to frost, and owing to the temporary 
cessation of the rain, combined with the advent of sunny weather, the 
Thames is rapidly sinking, andin splendid condition for livebaiting or pater~ 
nostering. The towing-path between Oxford and Iffley is still impassable, 
which has necessitated removing the ’Varsity eight to Medley Lock, and the 
coaching of the Torpids (spring eights) training on the Iffley course is a matter 
of misery and discomfort to'their unfortunate coach, who has to run barelegged, 
and direct the operations of his crew thréugh 18 inches of water. Rain has 
again-been falling all day, the precurser, I fear, of another spell of bad 
weather ; and as things stand at present, there seems very little chance of doing 
any really effective work in the six weeks which intervene before the close of the 
present season. In Oxford everyone seems so disgusted by their long-con- 
tinued run of i!l-luck, and the state of the river on and off has been anything but 
conducive to sport, that even on Sundays very few—except the most hopeful 
and case-hardened ones—venture out. Iam informed by my friend, Mr. 
Heavens, that on the 4th inst. Mr. Weatherhead captured a fine perch, 
which turned the scale at 2 lb. 2 oz., and whilst fishing from a raft at the 
junction of the Cherwell and the Isis. On Monday, Mr. Stephens caught six 
small perch from Salter’s landing at Folley Bridge. A few people were out 

 toeday, but the wet soon damped their enthusiasm, and they returned as they 
went minus any fish,—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Torridge (Torrington), 

River very full and much coloured with the heavy rainfall this week. A few 
trout have been taken with the worm this week in the small streams. The 
weather is getting mild, and the birds are beginning to sing, and the trout 
fishing will be all the better as soon as the weather clears.—PRACTICAL 


ANGLER. 
Trent (Newark). 


The water was in middling condition at the beginning of the week, and a 

few anglers were out ; but sport was not very good as a regular thing, one or 

_ two lucky anglers only having decent bags. Heavy rains have again altered 

the aspect of things, for the river is again coming on very thick, and at the time 

of writingis rising. Not much use angling under the present circumstances ; 

but if anglers cannot keep away from the river, the cockspur worm will be the 
best bait. THE TRENT OTTER, 








Trent (Lowdham) Nottingham. 


I have been having good sport amongst the chub, bream, roach, and dace. 
I have been out after them a dozen times these last three months, and have 
caught, on the average, 121b. Three hours each time would be about the 
time I fished. The reason I write this is to give your readers information how 
I caught them, and what with. A rod, 94 feet, one of Langford’s reels, and a 
very fine line, a yard of fine gut tackle, and—remark—a No. 12 hook, and a 
rather small Turkey quill float. Now for the little worm, and that is the blood 
or mash worm ; I consider it far better than any other worm in the cold 
months. JI hang them on the hook two and sometimes three ata time, always 
remembering to change the bait often, as itis the knocking about that does 
the ‘‘trick.’’? I have caught chub up to 4lb. to-day, and on one occasion I 
caught two, 93 lb. This year, in one day, I got eight—not little ones either— 
and not many bites, missed, not above one in seven all through these stormy 
months and big Trents. One one occasion I caught the fish in the Fox-hole, 
and you can depend it was not far off. Iam nochicken, and cannot remember 
such a flood-time on the Trent. The water to day (Tuesday) is fining nicely, 
and if the fine weather holds, I hope we shall have the pleasure of putting 
the landing-net under some ten pounders by such time as this is in print, and I 
think we shall_—_TRENT VETERAN. ; 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


The flood has now subsided, and the river is once more at its usual level, but 
is still slightly discoloured. A gentleman yesterday called to see me, and said 
that, although he had fished assiduously all day, his take was wiZ ; in fact, he 
never saw a fish the whole of the day excepting a half-pound grayling, taken by 
another angler. The Yorkshire Fishery Board have wisely determined not to 
impose a 2s, 6d. tax on trout rods, as they proposed doing, and no doubt this 
desirable result is mainly attributable to the action of the Hon. G. E. Lascelles 
in the matter. To this gentleman the hearty thanks of all Yorkshire anglers is 
most certainly due.—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


Witham (Boston). 


Anglers in this district are a long-suffering race. Fine and tempting weather 
was experienced early in the week, and almost before the fish could realise the 
fact things went wrong again, and the order was ‘‘ Home again!’’ The river 
scarcely became fishable, and next to nothing has to be reported. At Brother- 
toft a gentleman got hold of one with a Canadian bait, and lost a second on 
Tuesday, and late last week some Sheffield anglers higher up the stream caught 
a fair-sized jack or two. Most of the anglers—and there has been a fair quantity 
tempted this week—turned their attention to the drains. Strangers went mainly 
to the Bargate Drain, as the most easy of access; but among the roach they did 
but badly. Local experts tried districts further afield. Mr. Barnes tells me he 
and some friends tried the drain at Bolingbroke, and though the water contains 
some heavy pike, the party could get but few, and those small. Others tried the 
Mount Drain, and odd fish were taken ; but the best bag I heard of was but a 
three. This water, I hear, is in capital order, and seeing the yield of last year, 
it would not be amiss if just a trifle of consideration were given toit. Downat 
Sibsey and Leake there was, I believe, a few decent pike secured ; but, so far 
I can learn, no weights are worth arecord. Among the roach there has not 
been much sport, and anglers tell me that small ones suitable for bait are very 
difficult to get hold of, and as to buying them—well, I suppose there is none, 
Bad as things are, if the weather will only take up and be favourable we shall 
yet do well, though according to law we have but a little over a month to do 
it in. There are plenty of fish, and no opportuuity to get after them.—THE 
YELLOW BELLY. 

P.S.—We had a meeting of anglers in Sheffield last night. 
sent you a line ortwo but I note Mr. Marston was there. 


Wye and Derwent. 


Both the latter-end of last week, and the beginning of this, the bo'tom 
fishers on the Derwent, fishing between Rowsley and Whalstanduck bridge, 
have had good sport with both trout, grayling, roach, dace, and a few perch, 
the brandling and cockspur worms being the baits used. The trout have run 
from 6 oz. to nearly 11b. a piece, and have been in splendid condition. Both 
on Wednesday and to-day (Thursday), a very great quantity of rain and snow 
has fallen, which has quite put a stop to angling of any description for a short 
time. ‘There have been many natural flies out, on both the Wye and Derwent, 
since my last report—viz., the long flat- winged browns, and hare’s ear duns.— 
G. J. Eaton. 


I would have 


Yare (Norwich). 

Again the weather has interfered with sport. Friday was simply a wretched 
day, Saturday it improved, and my friends I mentioned last week tried their luck 
with the satisfactory result of 6 nice jack, 1 scaling 14 1b. These were caught in the 
vicinity of Thorpe. Several fair takes of jack are reported from private waters, 
one party at a place not 50 miles from North Walsham, succeeded jin getting 
14 stone of pike, a fair day’s catch in good water. I was out on Monday with a 
friend ; ice one-inch thick reached three-quarters across the stream when we 
started,’about 9.30 a.m., but the day was much too calm; not a breath of wind 
stirring at times, and the water we fished was fairly clear, so this fact spoilt our 
chance. I landed one between 5 and 6 lb. Some anglers have had pretty good 
sport amongst the perch and bream between the rains ; but things generally 
are more or less at a standstill, andthe angler has plenty of time to look at 
his tackle and dream of what awaits his efforts during the next month. It’s 
been raining all day (Friday) ; prospects blank.—RoBERT MOLL. 





THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—We are glad to 
learn that the authorities have decided to have the whole of the 
Exhibition buildings coated with Asbestos fireproof paint, by the 
United Asbestos Company, of Queen Victoria Street, whose highly 
successful experiments during the past year or so have excited so 
much interest, and proved, beyond all doubt, the marvellous fire- 
repelling qualities of their patent paint. 


Gregory’s Spinninc Baits. ‘The Gregory,” the ‘Flexible Cleopatra,’ the 
“ Oxford,” and the ‘“Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Press the best baits 
invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all Ay aie ee fishing-tackle 
shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works, 
Redditch, Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
ceceived from the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P.; Mr, William Bailey, Nottingham ; the 
Rev. E. C. Holt, Teddington ; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. Sande & 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by 
the press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait, The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size, Has been tried with remarkable 
success,—See that the name ‘‘ Gregory” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as inferior 
imitations are offered for sale, and people are thereby disappointed {and deceived 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, Birmingham.—[Apv7-] 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Taylor, roach and perch; Mr. Carrington, roach and dace; Mr. Arnold, 
roach; Mr. Dacey, roach; Mr. Patrick, roach; Mr. F, Harding, a nice show 
of roach from the Lea on Wednesday, one fish 1]b.20z, Total weights, 
18 lb, Mr. Taylor won the perch prize.—J. WORLEDGE, 





ACTON AND EALING ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 20th and 23rd of January our members competed for three prizes in 
the Grand Junction Canal, between Uxbridge and Harefield (roach only to 
weigh), between the hours of nine and five. Mr. Howell was first, winning a 
guinea pair of boots, with a splendid show ofroach ; Mr. A. Eydmann, second, 
winning a tackle case; Mr. A. Edymann, third, winning a picture; Messrs, 
Eadbrooke and W. Eydmann also weighed in fish. Since the competition, 
Mr. Howell has weighed in dace, Mr. Simpson roach and dace, and Mr. Cook 
has on two occasions weighed in roach and dace from the Thames.—BLACK 
BaG. 

Feb. 8. —_—. 
ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 4th inst., but met with 
rather indifferent sport, only two members weighing in. Mr. Daniels, roach ; 
Mr. R. Smith, jack; Mr. Shakel, perch. One of our members, Mr. C. 
Daniels, hooked and landed a very fine trout about 6 1b. at St. Margaret’s. 
After being carefully unhooked, the spotted beauty was returned to the river 

~with the hope that he may be captured when the season opens. A roving 
match will take place on the 18th inst., go where you please, for five 
prizes.—D. DAvVIs, sec. 

feb. 7. . 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of Ios , 
annual subscription, from H. Brookwell, Good Intent Angling Society,—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. 

Feb. 7. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club will fish a match on the Ith inst., at Windssr, 
for two prizes, first a silver cup presented by Mr. Grant ; and on February 25th 
for three prizes, presented by an honorary member, at Amberley. At a special 
meeting, on Tuesday last, the following officers were elected :—Chairman, 
Mr. H. W. Payne; weigher-in, Mr. G. Anstis; committee, Messrs. Crane, 
Lant, Sampson, sen., E. F. Sampson, A. Sampson, Butterworth, Martin, and 
Hi. Ford. The concert in aid of the widow and children of our late member, 
Mr. F, Webb, was a great success, and the committee beg to thank the 
Clapham Junction, Larkhall, &c., for their kind support. Secretaries are 
kindly requested to send a return of tickets sold, as fund closes on Saturday 
next, February 17th.—G. Mumrorp, hon. sec. 


BRENTFORD PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. ' 
Since my last report the following gentlemen have weighed in, viz., Mr. J. 
Mounstephen, jack, 38 lb., largest fish 9 lb. 12 oz. ; Mr. Rowlings, jack, 
301b. 12 oz., largest fish 14 1b. 12 oz.—a beauty, we have sent it to Cooper's 
for preservation; Mr. Rickett's, jack, 14 lb. g0z.; Mr. J. H. White, jack and 
rudd,9 lb. 150z.; Mr. Godfrey, jack, 4]b. 120z.; and Mr. Ward, jack, 
3 1b. 1302, —-J. H. WHITE. oz. 


BUCKLAND ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A complimentary visit was paid to this young society at their snug little club 
room,.‘*‘The Middlesex Arms,’’ Clerkenwell Green, on Wednesday evening, 
February 7th, Mr. R. Ghurney (Central Committee United London Anglers) 
officiating as chairman, while the vice-chair was occupied by Mr. J. Ingram 
(Buckland Angling Society). Eighteen clubs were represented. It is needless 
to say the room was crowded to excess. During the evening some very 
excellent songs were given by J. Hayward (Hoxton Brothers), Messrs. Walker 
and Poole (Patriotic), Messrs. Donald Smith and White (West Central Angling 
Society), Messrs. Birkett and J. Killing (Acorn Angling Society), Messrs. J. 
Obbard and J. Roberts (Original Clerkenweli Piscatorials), J. Ingram and 
G. Franklin (Buckland Angling Society), J. Vanhegan(Amicable Waltonians), 
T. Fetcham (Metropolitan), Mr. Rayment (Star Angling Society) giving a 
reading in the most pleasing manner. Previous to the roll being called, the 
chairman had the gratification of presenting a very appropriate testimonial (a 
writing-desk) to Mr. L. V. Deleau, secretary of the Buckland Angling Society, 
in recognition of his services and courtesy, by the members of that society.— 
R. GHURNEY. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th ult. a few of our members were pegged down at Kings Langley, 
we got plenty of sport, viz.—baby roach and minnows ; not a weighable could 
we get. On the 4th inst. Messrs. Donald and Castell weighed in roach from the 
Grand Junction Canal.—Cas. 

CROWN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The second annual dinner of the above society took place at the Crown and 
Sceptre, Friendly Place, St. John’s, Deptford, on Thursday last, when full 
justice was done to the spread put upon the table by Mr. W. A. Booth, the 

treasure, and which gave every satisfaction to both anglers and friends, to the 
-number of 30. The toast :of the evening, ‘‘ Success to the Crown Angling 
Society,’? was given by Mr. E. Biddle, and responded to by the late secretary, 
Mr. A. E. Urry, who gave the weights and prizes of the fortunate winners 
through the past year, and a most enjoyable evening was brought to a close by 
some capital singing and recitations from both. anglers and friends.—R. BEN- 
NINGTON, sec. 
Feb. 6, ee 
k CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Several members were out on February 4. Mr. Willcockson got some hand- 
some roach and perch, Mr. F. Long had a handsome show of roach; many 
others returned with blanks. : 

N.B.—Secretaries of clubs sending benefit tickets to this society are requested 
to enclose them in an envelope, and not to leave them loose over the bar, as it 
causes them to be mislaid, and not brought before the brothers of this society 
until too late-—W. H. BurwaAsH, sec. 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of the aboye society sat down to their annual dinner on Wed< 
nesday, the 31st January, the chair being taken by Mr. Barnet, faced by Mr. 


occasion. 


_ donation be given when the funds are more extensive. 
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Darby, the worthy host. Mr. Gray placed a capital dinner on the table, which 
was thoroughly enjoyed. The club prizesjwere then presented by our chairman 
to the following : Messrs. Baxter, Allen, Colley, Wilkins, Sullins, and Stone. 
Our chairman next gave the Duke of Norfolk Angling Society, and the health 
of the Secretary, with musical honours. After a song from Mr. Andrews, 
success to the West Central and kindred societies. together with the Anglers’ 
Benevolent, was drunk very heartily, and responded to by Mr. Adeane, of the 
Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society, in a very appropriate speech, the Secre- 
tary having proposed the visitors, to which our chairman responded, and 
proposed our worthy host, which was drank with three times three. The 
remainder of the time was devoted to harmony, when the following gentlemen 
sang some capital songs: Messrs. Barnet, Avon, jun., Baxter, Lellam, White- 
hall, Darby, Young, Bennet, Adeane, Longly, Townshend, and Harris, our 
Chairman, and this, with musical honours, finished a very jolly gathering at 3 
o’clock, a.m. £26 promised in prizes for the ensuing year. We were sayed a 
blank on the 4th inst., by Mr. Sullins with a jack 6 lb. + oz. from Boxmoor. 
Messrs.:Baxter and Hennibus had 5 lb. of roach from the Colne on the same 
day.—J. AVON, Sec. 


FITZROY ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On Wednesday, the 14th inst., a com;limentary visit will be held at the 
above club, when, it is hoped, we shall have the support of all officiating clubs. 
This visit is recommended by the following gentlemen, viz., Messrs, Hatfield, 
Stebbings, Fitch, and C, Watling.—A. HAWKSHA, sec. 

GLOUCESTER MUTUAL ANGLING CLUB. E 

At a meeting of anglers held at the Pelican Inn, Water Street, Gloucester, 
on Thursday week, it was decided to form an angling club, and on the follow- 
ing Thursday rules were framed and twenty names enrolled as members. The 
above name was decided on, and I trust before another fortnight we shall have 
double the number. Iam pleased to say the old club (the Gloucester Angling 
Association) is to be carried on, and between the two I think every piscatorial 
friend in Gloucester who wishes to take advantage of the benefits to be derived 
from discussions which naturally take place at the meetings of such clubs can 
be accommodated. JI thank you, Sir, for the copy of the rules you sent me, 
and also the ‘‘ Cherwell Otter ’’ for rales and other information contained in his 
esteemed letter.—W. L. 

Gloucester. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. G. Bates saved the club from a blank on February-4. Taking the season - 
through it has been the most unsuccessful that I remember; we have to go 
two or three times to fish for one lot of prizes. On the 11th the members will fish 
for ten prizes, go wherethey choose. Our Eastern Dis rict return visit will 
take place on Monday, February 19. We hope to see all our friends on the 
Our annual supper takes place on the 27th inst.—R. Murpuy. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORTAL SOCIETY, 

At the monthly meeting of this society, on Monday, it was agreed that the 
first donation to the Bure Preservation Society be two guineas and that a further 
The secretary, Mr. 
Lark, had the honour of reporting that he caught one jack during a heavy 
wind and snow, when four L:ndon anglers got nothing, although they had two 
in a boat, and he had a boat to manage and get his fish alone. And he would 
strongly advise all London anglers to join some society, for London to Yar- * 
mouth in January for undersized roach is poor sport for such a journey. The 
secretary also had the pleasure of reporting that he cauzht, with a Thames 
dace, in company with Mr. Bayfield, a member of his society, a good pike, 
scaling 151b., by himself, and had him hooked and in the boat in less than 
seven minutes; and he has sent him to Mr. Lowness, of Yarmouth, for pre- 
servation. Unfortunately, the same tackle was not strong enough for one in 
the same spot two days afterwards ; but, as the ‘‘ Broad Story’’ in a copy of the 
FISHING GAZETTE stated, he means having him yet. Only, he says, do not 
ligger him—fish for him fair is all the secretary asks. His friend, the poacher, 
is rather wary; and the salesman does not half relish it being known tha, h> 
provides the funds for fines and nets.—JAMES LARK, sec. 1 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a large muster of members of this society at Masons’ Hall 
Tavern on Tuesday lasi, the object of the meeting being to hear Mr, Edwin 
Frost read his paper on ‘‘ Fly-Fishing.’’ The chair was taken by I’. Lemann, 
Esq. Mr. Frost described fly-fishing as the poetry of angling. The fly -fisher 
must also be somewhat of a naturalist, for the more he studied nature in re- 
gard to his flies, and the closer he copied them, the gréater his chance of a 
good creel. After sketching the history of the art of fly fishing, the various 
kinds of flies and their killiag properties were enlarged upon. When the May 
fly was on the water there appeared a kind of piscatorial beanfeast, as most 
fish rose to it eagerly. It did not appear a very difficult fly to imitate, but 
there was, perhaps, more variety of opinion regarding this fly than any other : 
some tackle-makers made them to their own fancy, and were always ready to 
assure a customer that wonders had been done with this fly when made of 
their own special pattern. A good deal had been said of the Alexandra, but 
he had not done much with it. The eye was a great acquisition, but many were 
made too heavy and dipped. Some excellent hints were thrown out as to the 
rod, Mr. Frost advising the butt being made fuller to prevent the cramping of 
the muscles of the hand and wrist. Up-and-down-stream fishing was also 
dealt with, and the paper may be said to be an able and concise epitome of the 
fly-fishers’ art. In conclusion, Mr. Frost expressed his surprise that so many 
anglers were wedded to their gentle boxes, for most fish would rise to the fly 
when they would feed on the bottom. © He had once taken a 6 lb. jack with a 
fly, and being on very light tackle, it felt as if he had hold of a half 
hundred-weight, and afforded plenty of sport. There was _ excellent 
fly-fishing in both the Thames and Lea, and ladies could also join in this 
delightful and fascinating art. The chairman, having made a few remarks, a * 
very interesting discussion followed. Among the speakers were the Rev. W. 
Dyer (who gave his experience of fly-fishing in India), Mr. Lemann, Dr. 
Brunton, Mr. Jardine, Captain Alfred, Mr. Callaghan, and others, several 
questions being raised, to which Mr. Frost replied. At the close, Mr. Crumplen 
said he felt is a pleasure and a duiy to move a vote of thanks to Mr. Frost for 
his masterly essay. He was recently invited to visit Mr. Frost at Carshalton, 
and was delighted with all that he saw. ' Mr. Callaghan, in seconding the vote 
of thanks (which was enthusiastically carried), said he had the pleasure of being 
with Mr. Crumplen on the oczasion referred to, and described several interesting 
incidents they witnessed, particularly with regard to the trout spawning, which 
happens later on the Wandle than elsewhere. Mr, Frost iilustrated his 
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remarks by numerous samples of flies, and was materially aided by a splendid 
collection made by, and kindly lent for this occasion, Captain Alfred. Mr. 
Edward Bennett, of Great Yarmouth, has weighed in pike; otherwise sport has 
been very limited. The water is everywhere out of condition owing to the 
weather, Bartholomew reporting from Goring that there will be no chance of 
fishing there for the next week or ten days. Mr. F, A. Sims was balloted for 
and e’ected, and the names of two other candidates for membership placed on 
the notice board. Papers by Dr. Brunton and Mr. A. W. Parker are in the 
press, and will soon be issued to members, the entire set for 1881-2 being 
afterw>rds pub'ished. 
of which due notice will be given.—C. 
HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We were saved a blank onthe 4thinst. by Mr. W. Hadkiss with a jack, 
lb. 6 oz., from Weeve. At St. Margaret’s, in the free water, on the same day 
Mr. A. Daniels, of the Anchor and Hope Angling Society, while perch fishing, 
took a fine trout of between 5 and 61b., in excellent condition, which, after 
being much admired by several anglers who were on the spot, was returned to 
the river, apparently none the worse for his first acquaintance with the London 
anglers. I think our expert trout anglers might do much worse than spare a 
day for trout angling in our little river Lea in the season, which commences 
on May 1 in this river.. Ican assure them there are plenty of splendid fish 
from 4 }b. and upwards (see reports of trout taken in season 1881 and 1882). B 
the excellent arrangements of the Great Eastern Railway, any part of the river 
up to Hertford can be reached within an hour of starting from Liverpool 
Street : trains nearly every hour.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


KINGFISHER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members dined at the club house, the Oliver Arms, Westbourne 
Terrace, North-Harrow-road, on Monday week, when Host Redhouse provided 
them with a dinner that would -be difficult to excel. Mr. R. Rogers was 
chairman. Mr. George Evans, of the Westbourne Paik Piscatorials, occupied 
the vice-chair, and was well supported by several influential members of his 
society. After the usualloyal and pat:iotic toasts were got through, the 
chairman gave the toast of the evening, coupled with the name of Mr. Geo. 
Archer, the hon. secretary.- Mr. Archer responded, and then the chairman 
handed the prizes to the fortunate winners, Mr. S. Browning, £4 8s. 6d., 

_ season ticket Welsh Harp, presented by Mr. Warner; also Godfrey's season 
ticket for Thorney Broad; Mr. Griffin, £4 8s. 6d.; Mr. Stevens, £3 Is. 6d. ; 
Mr. W., £2 18s 6d.; Mr. W. Hawkins, £1 11s. 6d. Several other prizes 
of one guinea, &c., were handed over. The secretary then asked the, 
members to drink to the continued success of the West Central Association 
coupled with the health of its officers, Mr. Adeane responded in an effective 
manner. The health of the Visitors was drunk, and responded to by Mr. 
Heddon. ‘‘The Press,’? was acknowledged by Mr. Hare. One special 
feature of the evening’s enjoyment was the brilliant manner in which the 
Pianist, Mr. Louis Lee, executed some popular fantasias, including one of his 
composilions, which he has named the “‘ Angler’s March.’’ Ihave taken the 

- liberty of enclosing Mr. Lee's address, 21, Chesterton Road, Notting Hill, in 
case any of our kindred societies should wish for it. We have already £30 to 
fish for, during the ensuing season.—G@. ARCHER, hon. sec. 

LITILE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members tried their luck on the 4th, but only two weighed in 
owing to the state of the water. Takes as follows :—Mr. Hurwood, 6 Ib. roach ;. 
Mr. Scott, 44 Ib. roach, all in splendid condition. On the same evening our 
esteemed member, Mr. Staples, of Chalton Street, kindly presented the club 
wi h a Jarge box of excellent cigars for the enjoyment of the members and their 
friends during the evening.—W. B, - 


LONDON AND SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY ANGLING 
CLUB. 

Very little sport lately, no member of this club having brought any fish to 
club house. worth the trouble it hascost him. The club has offered prizes of 
two guineas to its memberson the 18:h inst., to be fishea at Halliford. 
All members to give their names to the chairman on Friday, the 15th inst., who 
are desirous to compete.—J. WOODCOCK, sec. 

Feb. 5th. a 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The first meeting for transaction of business since the election of officers at 
the general meeting was held on Wednesday last.. Mr. F. C. Clenchoccupied 
the chair (having been unanimously re-elected chairman for the ensuing year, 
and Mr. W. H. Dickinson the vice-chair (under the same auspious conditions). 
As a fact worthy of note, it would be impossible to elect more intelligen}, 
thoroughly business-like and experienced anglers to fill their respective posi- 
tions than the above-named gentlemen. There were also present Messrs. Terrill 
- (treasurer), Davis (librarian), Gaynor (curator), J. Plant, J. Wotton, E. V. 

Powell, J. Dwelly, H. Taman. H. S. Giles, J. P. Houghton, F. P. Crew, G. 
H. Hester, G. W. Griffiths, F. J. Hayward, W. C. Wells, W. Cockburn, J. 
Neville, and W. H. Marjason, &c., &c. Visitor, Mr. W. Wotton. The 
minutes of the previous meeting and alteration of the various rules having been 
read and confirmed, the chairman claimed the attention of the meeting for 
- Messrs. Powell, Dwelly, and J. Wotton, who, in accordance with previous 
intimation, now attended to present prizes for competition in the Thames, 
subject to the following conditions :—(1) Competition to take place on the 28th 
inst., in the Thames ; but should the water be found unfit or out of condition, 
reserve themselves power to alter the date. (2) For heaviest gross weight of 

jack, no fish to be taken under 18 in. (3) Hours of competition, 9 a.m. till 
_ 6p.m., and weighing-in to close at 10 p.m. sharp, at society room only. The 

above prize, consisting of handsome sets of cards in polished case, presented by 

Messrs, Powell and Dwelly. Under the same conditions, but for heaviest 

specimen jack, an elegant case of fish, slice, &c., presented by Mr. J. Wotton. 

In addition to the above, there will be a second gross-weight prize, consisting of 
- the entrance fees. A most unanimous and hearty vote of thanks was accorded 

the beforenamed gentleman for their kindness and liberality. The chairman being 

requested to give some little account of his recent visit to Edinburgh, delighted 
all present with his glowing and instructive account on the rearing of trout by 

Sir James Mait'and ; and in so excellent a manner was this given, that a general 

hope was expressed the same should be written at the chairman’s leisure and 

published in the FisHinG GAZETTE, which the chairman himself promised he 

would do, and at a further date explain more’fully by diagram, microscope, &c., 

the wonderful process of hatching and rearing of trout. Two very excellent 

trays of roach and dace were weighed in by Messrs. Dickinson and Marjaser, 

and a very hearty vote of thanks to the chairman terminated one of the most 
_~pleasant and instructive meetings of the Richmond Piscatorial Society.—J. H. 
GAUNT, sec. ~ 


The society’s annual banquet wil! shortly take p'ace, - 
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RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

One of;the most brilliant gatherings that ever assembled within the walls of our 
headquarters, the Albion, Rodney-road, Walworth, t20k place on the 7th, 
the occasion being our first supper with the ‘‘Limelighters’’ from the Elephant 
and Castle Theatre and the Metropolitan Music Hall, in the employ of Mr. 
Marsh. The decorations were supplied by Mr. Marsh, and consisted of a 
number of small oil Jamps of various colours for the outside, which, together 
with the lime light, attracted a great number of people to the spot. The walls 
of the club-room were decorated with pike, trout, perch, roach, grayling, and 
flags of all nations, and suspended from the ceiling were about 40 large Chinese 
lanterns, which created a pretty appearance. Our host and hostess also dis- 
played their ability in furnishing the ‘‘substantials’? for the table, which, 
according tothe menu, consisted of roast turkey, boiled mutton, ham, roast 
beef, &c., sufficient for adout 40. The chair was taken by Mr. Marsh, assisted 
by Mr. Grant. Ample justice having been done to the good things present, 
the cloth wasremoved. Mr. Marsh stated, in a few words, that it gave him 
much pleasure to see so many familiar faces around him on theoccasion, the only 
Wednesday during the year that the gentlemen from the West had an opportu- 
nity of being with their confrcres of the South. He would therefore propose the 
health of those gentlemen, andas he knew that several of those gentlemen 
were anglers he would couple with it ‘‘ Success to the Rodney Piscatorials,’’ 
Mr. Grant responded for the Rodney Piscatorials, stating that as a society we 
were very young at present, but we had got about 15 members among whom 
was Mr, Marsh and several gentlemen in his emp'oy, and he did expect that 
before the next season commenced we should have the names of several more, 
In a short time we should be commencing a new season, and gentlemen joining 
during the March quarter would be entitled to receive their privilege tickets 
at the;commencement of the new season, and he was quite sure that the benefit 
conferred by them would more than pay the expense of joining the society. 
A gentleman from the Metropolitan replied for the gentlemen from the west, 
and said that it was the first time that he had been among the gentlemen pre- 
sent, and he hoped thatit would not be the last, although he had belonged to 
the Metropolitan, and worked for Mr. Marsh some years. The reception he 
had received to-night had entirely dispelled from his mind the opinion that he 
and a good many more had formed as to what ‘‘over the water folks,’’ were. 
He had enjoyed himself so much that he could not find words to express his 
feelings, but he was quite: sure thzt the evening’s amusement would bear 
the morning’s reflection. He would propose the ‘Health of the 
Host and Hostess,’’ which was done with musical konours. 
Mr. T. Hughes thanked them one and all for the able manner in which they had 
drunk both his and Mrs, Hughes’s health, for by that he felt sure that what 
had been done on his part for them during the evening had given satisfaction, 
and he would be happy to oblige them again at any time. They must excuse him 
leaving them, but it was getting late and he had some distance to go, or other- 
wise he would have stayed till the extended time with them. He wished them 
success and bid them enjoy themselves, He retired with musical honours. The 
amusements continued until 3.15, when we nearly all adjourned to Mr. 
Barrett’s the ‘* Paragon’’ Coffee House, some to have tea and some to have 
coffee, after which we departed, not much the worse for our evening’s amuse- 
ment. Among the gentlemen that contributed towards the harmony of the 
evening were Messrs. T. Hughes, J. Norris, I. Fenwick, J. Weatherhead, 
F. Marsh, Davis, Grant, Hotham, &c. Imust not omit to mention that the 
manner in which Mr. Dutton recited G. Sim’s ‘Christmas Day in a’ Work- 
house,’’ called forth great applause. All members of the society are requested 
to attend on the 14th for very important business. —PIXx1z. 

Feb. 8. 





THE BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A number of the members of this society fished a match on the 28th ult: 
at Wraysbury. Messrs. Booth, Bodell, and J. Barrett were the most successful, 
The water was very thick and running ata terrific rate. They found it ne- 
cessary to refresh the inner man with tea andeggs, and followed witha drop of 
good Jamaica (to keep out the cold), for which the host of the George is noted. 
They arrived home none the worse for wear at headquarters, where their 
friends met them, and were pleased to see the catch of fish. Three new 
members elected this week.—M1LES DoUGHTY, sec. 

Feb. 8th -—- : 
WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

It having been rumoured that persons (not anglers) obtuin the privileged 
ticket by paying a small amount and joining an angling society as honorary 
members; it would, perhaps, be advisable to grant the tickets only to those 
who pay the full subscription of an active member. For ourselves we have 
decided to charge an entrance fee of one guinea to future honorary members. 
As each club acts independently, I expect there isnot much uniformity. Per- 
haps Mr. Geen, president of the W. C. A., may give his opinion on the matter, 
—H. ADEANE, 





THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBI- 
TION, LONDON, 1883. 
NOTICE. 
HE Offices of this Exhibition are now situate at Exhibition 
Road, South Kensington, where all communications and 
applications must be addressed. 
By Order of the Executive Committee. 








APPEAL FOR THAMES FISHERMEN. 
THE result of this appeal] has been the following contributions :—For 
“A Poor Fisherman,’ Mr. T. Spreckley, £1 1Is.; Mr. B. Abrams, £1 Is.; 
Mr. W. A. Crump, ros. 6d.; Mr. P. Geen, ros.; Messrs. K. H. Smith 
and R. King, 5s. each; and ‘‘ Fisherman’? (Sheffield), 5s.; T.B.S.,2s.6d. 
For George Hone, Mr. T.Spreckley, £1 Is.; Mr. W.A. Crump, ros. 6d. ; 
and Mr. Robert King, 5s.; T. B. S., 2s. 6d. B. 








Groree JAmzs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Woblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patrcnised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices 3; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d, per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.1 


ACEACHE, TOOTHACHE, PAINS IN LHEGUMS, NEUR ALGIA 

—ADAM SMiTH’s NEURALGINE isa Certain Cure. Bottles, 1s. 14d. 

2s. 9d. Post free from Proprietor, Chemist, Wednesbury. London Agent, 
W. Epwarpbs, 157, Queen Victoria Street; and all chemists. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
J. B. PENDLETON.—We have sent your letter on to our correspondent ; but we 
fancy he is only visiting Ireland. You should get the ‘‘ Angler’s Diary”’ 
(see advt. in our columns) ; it will give you much useful information on 
fishing in Ireland,—Ep. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


[Several letters are crowded out this week. ] 
PRIZE FISHING. 

S1r,—Bravo, L. B.! Well done, Mr. Ghurney! It was quite time that some 
one with anthority struck out manfully against the letters that have been written 
against prize fishing. For some weeks past letters have appeared in the FIsH. 
ING GAZETTE from various quarters couched in anything but complimentary 
language, and condemning wholesale the great body of anglers who ventured, 
poor fellows, to compete for prizes, as well as the clubs who gave them. Do 
any of these sickly sentimentalists, with their milk and water morality, ever do 
anything wrong? It would seem as if these professed purists aimed at bringing 
about the old, old days of fig leaves and innocence. Poor fellows, they little 
know what a task they have undertaken, or what a mountain of roguery they 
would remove with a penny spade. But, joking apart, I look upon the Jette’s 
that have appeared as a kind of cumbrous joke. Mr. Editor, our Association 
(Liverpool Angling) have had during several years many prize-fishing expedi- 
tions and excursions, and take them all together, these have been some of the 
pleasantest of my many fishing days, and I am certain that the prize 
element on these occasions, at least on the great majority of them has 
added to the pleasure. We do not peg down (abominable practice), but 
select our water, generally the River Vyrniew, lay down certain conditions and 
regulations, and away we go, to this swim, to that swim, to this flat, and to 
that rippling stream, and do our best to win. Can any reasonable fault be 
fonnd with this? No, sir; and those who assert the contrary are men whose 
habit it is to look at the dark side of everything and to condemn anything that 
is not in accordance with their pseudo sentiments. ‘ 

Avain, then, I say, ‘‘Bravo! ‘L. B.’ Thanks. Mr. Ghurney.’’—I am, &c., 

Rp. WOOLFALL, hon. sec., 
Liverpool Angling Association. 

P.S.—I enclose a printed eard, which we have adopted for use when 
members are fishing a long way from the club-house. 


[The card reads thus —‘‘I certify that the fish, as below, were weighed in my ~ 


presence, and that the angler signing stated they were all caught by him 
to-day, and with red and line only.’”? Then follows space for the witness’s 
1ame and the angler’s name and the weights of the fish. A good plan.—ED.] 


TROUT POACHING IN WENSLEYDALE. 

'Srr,—In a recent issue I noticed a letter indited by your northern 
correspondent, Mr. Corry, of Hawes, treating upon trout poaching in Wensley- 
dale, which I wish to verify upon well-known facts. It is really disgraceful to 
see the trout, great andsmall, dragged from the streams in this and the sur- 
rounding districts by that ‘‘ murderous grey midge, the cowl net,’’ and also by 
the more nefarious practice of spawn fishing. On one occasion I_ remember 
being on the bank of the Yore, in the neighbourhood of Hawes, with a friend 
who was a ticket-holder of the Hawes Angling Association, when we came 
across a ticket-holder of the same club fishingspawn. I asked my friend if he 
would report him, and he said, ‘*No; it was not worth his while making an 
enemy for half a crown, which was the reward offered by the Association for 
information leading to the prosecution of offenders.’’ On another occasion I 
came across two of these spawn fishers, and when I inquired what their curious- 
looking bait was, they winked at each other, and said it was a piece of their 
famous ‘‘ Wensleydale cheese,’’ which answered very well indeed. 

I] quite agree with Mr. Corry upon what he says about the Fisheries Board 
watchers putting a check upon this wholesale trout poaching.—I am, ae 


PIKE SWALLOWING EELS. 

Str,—The following anecdote may interest some of your readers, and as a 
little matter of natural history, be-amusing. I was fishing early last season near 
Ware, in the way that pleases me most, that of paternostering with gut tackle 
with minnows, Amongsta good days sport of perch and pike, { caught a small 
pike of a little over 2 lb. The next day my better half, who, by-the-bye, is a 
good angler, said, ‘‘ Youcruel man, you have taken, the cook says, a fish with 
young.’? I said, ‘*Howso?’’ She said, ‘* Tbe cook has found inside that 
small pike you caught some young ones, and has saved them for you tosee.”’ I 
I kept my thoughts to myself, and went to see these said young pike. I found 
them to be nine well formed whole young eels about three and four inches long. 
What will not Mr. Pike eat >—I am, &c., PISCATORIAL, 

Jan. 31. ; 

[{n Germany they fatten pike on eels.—ED. ] 


ANOTHER BAIT PRESERVATIVE. 

S1r,—I think I can supply you with the ‘‘ missing link”’ for the preservation 
of minnow or any other brizht bait for spinning. : 

I send you by this post a sprat that I have kept in my solution for more than 
one month, 

You will observe it is tough and as bright a3; when taken from the fish- 
monger’s shop. : 

Jn addition, I will guarantee it keeps in this state for years. My solution is 
made by the addition of half-an-ounce of boracic acid to every ten ounces of 

lyc rine. 
: Probably half the quanti y of boracic acid would answer as well, 

In addition, I may say that boracic acid is rezdily soluble in glycerine.—I 
am, &c., W. THOMAS. 

Talbot Road, Bayswater. 

[Our correspondent is the fourth angler chemist who to our knowledge is 
making experiments in the preservation of baits; so we confidently hope that 
success may crown ;omebody’s efforts. If Mr. Thomas will send us a dace or 
gudgeon as bright and tough as the sprat he sends, he will have reached, if not 


perfection, certainly the nearest approach to it we have seen. But we fear, as 
we have said in another foot-note on tle subject, that he will find fresh-water 
fish more difficult to deal with—z. e.3 to keep bright and tough.—Eb ] 





GLYCERINE,—HACKLE FLIES, &c. 

S1r,—I have been much interested in the extract from “ G. F. W.’s"? paper 
on glycerine and its uses. The experiments he describes suggest that it might 
be possible to preserve the natural colours of a fish which was going to be 
stuffed. Suppose an angler kills a large trout in the Highlands and wishes to 
have it setup ty some London man. By the time it reaches the taxidermist 
the colours will have faded, and the most skilful artificial colouring may fail to 
make the fish resemble what it actually was in life, because, in the absence of 
the natural tints, the taxidermist would have to draw on his imagination to 
some extent when he came to apply his paints and varnish. Could glycerine 
be used in the way suggested by ‘‘G. F. W.’ without any injury to the skin ? 
Would the solvent power interfere with the taxidermist’s work in any way? I 
shall be glad to hear what others have to say on this question. 

Thope no one who read my letter last week will misunderstand what I said 
about Mr. Aldam’s flies. I was speaking of hackle flies on a river where winged 
patterns wece almost universal, anc I went to Mr. Aldam’s book for the best 
and most likely hackle flies I knew of, with the result before mentioned. But 
I have the highest opinion of some of Mr. Aldam’s dressings. The patterns of 
March brown, iron blue, red ant, black gnat, sand fly, and especially his 
‘* Indian yellow,”’ and ‘‘ Eden fly’’ are first-rate, and should finda place in 
every well-stored book. And I have no doubt that where hackled flies are in 
vogue some of Mr. Aldam’s would be found very killing. Indeed, at the time 
when I vainly tried the dotterel hackle at Winchester, { had excellent sport 
with a fly dressed as follows :—body, silk of Mr. A’s dotterel fly ; legs, pale 
honey dun ; and wings from the quill feather of the dotterel. _I tied the fly at 
Mr. Aldam’s suggestion, and the fact that this fly proved killing, when exactly 
the same body hackled at the shoulder with a dotterel’s feather was useless, 
certainly went far to confirm my opinion that Hampshire trout are not partial 
to hackle flies. ; , 

Tf any reader of the FisHING GAZETTE can adviseme (from his own expe- 
rience) about-fishing on the Eden, I shall be obliged. I have been advised to 
make Armathwaite my headquarters; but from the map the river appears to 
be very large there, and for troutingit is possible that higher up at Temple 
Sowerby, or Appleby, I should find better sport. Any hints will be accept- 
able, and I should particularly like to kaow which reaches of the river produce 
the largest fish to the fly-fisher.—I am, &c. H. 8. Hatt. 

[As far as our experience of this splendid river goes, the best fishing is 
between Armathwaite and the junction of the Eden with the Eamont, and the 
part we prefer of this stretch is the five miles of water above Armathwaite. 
Much of this portion of the river is preserved; but we feel sure our correspon« 
dent, ‘‘ Silver Grey,’’ will be delighted to help Mr. Hall by more explicit 
information. Mr. Routledge, fishing-tackle maker, Carlisle, knows every inch 
of the river, and makes the best local flies for it.—Ep.] 





WET AND DRY FLIES. : 

S1r,—When Mr. Hall expressed his opinion that hackled flies were almost 
useless on chalk streams, I understood him to refer to all streams of that nature. 
No fault was found in my letter with the dry-winged fly system, which under 
certain conditions is no doubt highly advantageous; indeed I mean todo my 
best to mister the above art. Stiil, however, till experience tells me otherwise, 
my notion is that under various circumstances wet hackled flies will kill trout 
in any river in Enyland or Ireland. YearsagoI killed lots of trout on the 
Itchin at Titchbourne with wet flies, and a friend had a great day on Test 
with Whitaker's wharfe hackles.—I am, &c., ‘ WATCHET. 

Waterford, Feb. 5th. 





PURE v. METHYLATED SPIRIT. 

S1r,—I have read with much interest ““A.R.I. E. L.’s’? papers on Fly 
Fishing-Spinning. In January 27th paper he gives a receipt for preserving 
minnows. Would not pure spitits of wine be much better than the methylated 
spirit? Thesmell of the latter is so abominable that [should think it would 
have a tendency to prevent trout taking a minnow preserved in it —I am, &c., 

M. a. 

[ We have referred to this matter in another footsnote. The expense is the 
chief drawback. We think we are right in saying that methylated spirit is 
spirit of wine, &c., prepared with a liquid produced in the'distillation 0° wo od : 
hence its Greek name). This ‘‘ wood-wine’’ gives it its horrible smell and 
taste, and while preventing its use for those purposes for which pure alcohol is 
taxed, admits of its sale at a much cheaper rate for various commercial and 
non-potable purposes. Fish have good smelling powers, and it is an insult to 
them to suppose that they like this nasty-smelling spirit. —ED.] 


ANGLING AT REDDITCH. 

Str,--Anglers will be pleased to hear there are evident signs of the return 
of ** good old times.’? From accounts received lately, there appear signs of a 
geod season for angling. Our local angler, Mr. J. Paddock, and a friend 
last week succeeded in landing with the rod and line, from the Wotton waters, 
over 801b. of roach and dace in three and a quarter hours, most of them good. 
sized fish. This is very encouraging, and should cause lovers of the piscatorial 
art to up and doing.—[ am, &c., ' ANGLER. 

Feb. I. 


RIVER-KEEPERS’ DINNER. 

Srr,—There appears to be a report that the committee and visitors who were 
present at the dinner to the 1iver-keepers were entertained at the expense of the 
fund subscribed for the men. Thisis a great mistake, inasmuch as each of them 
paid five shil ings, the cost of the dinner ticket, and forthe wine they drank on that 
occasion they settled with’the waiters. ‘Phere*were nineteen members of the 
committee and visitors present, and their presence gave a great ec/at to the pro- 
ceedings. Itis, therefore, a pity they should be discouraged by such an unjust 
report. A wish having been expressed that in future a full list of all contri- 
butors to theriver- keepers’ dinner fund should be published in the ‘* Blue B>ok,’’ 
it has been arranged to do it, and in all cases where a subscriber dogs not want 
his name to appear the initials only will be printed. There are several who 
only enclose the printed appeal with half-a crown in stamps, and they will be 
regar !ed as ‘¢ Anonymous.’’—I am, &c., W. H, BrouGHam, 


Fen, 1°, 183) 
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A PLEA FOR THAMES FISHERMEN, 

Srr—I am almost afraid-to say how many years itis since Mr. Francis Francis 
suggested the establishment of a Fishermen’s Benevolent Society ; but 1 krow 
at that time an attempt was made, and a number of gentlemen offered to con- 
tribute their guinea a year towards it ; but it failed in consequence of the diffi- 
culty there was in persuading the men themselves to become members of it. The 
idea was something like that of a friendly society, each fisherman subscribing 
asmall sum monthly to qualify for membership andthe relief dispensed to 
those of the members who required it, either during affliction or a time 
of distress. Mr. Little’s idea may be that of raising a fund through 
such a medium for affording relief without calling upon any of the 
fishermen to contribute to it. The present writer has proved the necessity of 
doing something of the kind ; and any work I can do in connection with it will 
be gladly rendered. Ican only hope that asthe columns of Tue FisHina 
GAzerTs have been opened for discussion of this matter, there are plenty that 
will come forward and support it. | What I consider will be the best practical 
yesult is this : that as soon as a number of names are sent in, either tome orto the 
Bditor of the FrsHING GAzurr#, to call ameeting of those gentlemen, and de- 
cide upon a course of action. 


W. H. Broucuam. 
» Swayfield Villa, Hounslow, Feb. 4. 


LIST OF FLIES FOR THE MONTHS 
§S:ik,—-In your editorial note to ‘‘ Hackled ». Winged Flies,’’? in FrsHine 
GAZzeEttE of Jan. 27th, page 46, you say you would publish a list of standard 
flies for each month, wi h the various dressings, if your readers would like it. 
Now, Sir, I have often had it upon my mindto write and ask you to do this ; 





but procrastination being the thief of time, I hive omitted it. Ihave been a 
reader of your GAZETTE from within a few weeks of its commencement, and 
have always searched most carefully for any different methods of fly-tying, line- 
dressing, or staining feathers, &c, with which I was unacquainted. I believe that 
all your fly-fishing readers would hail with delight your giving the different 
flies, and how to dress them, and when to use them.—I am, &c. 


Tn tSe 
Whiston Earls, Cheadle, Staffs. Feb. 2nd, 1883. 
[Other correspondents having also desired us to give the list, we will endeavour 
to do so.—ED. | 


DIRECTIONS IN NOTTINGHAM SPINNING. 

Srr,—I have read and re-read Mr. R. W. Hobden’s excellent article on 
spinning inthe Thames and Nottingham styles, and think that beginners 
especially are greatly indebted to him for such sound advice. Through reading 
letters, &c., in the GAZETTE for some time past, I certainly cannot withstand 
the temptation of making a trial in the Nottingham style. am rather afraid 
that Mr. TH. will be simply ‘* stormed’’ during the next few days. I only wish 
he resided in this locality : I certainly should avail myself of his very kind offer. 
As he appears willing to help novices in this ‘‘crummy’’ style, would he kindly 
allow me to ask him what Jine he really considers best in this style of fishing, 
length ofrod, and ifareel that wouldrun for some sixty or eighty seconds 
would be good enough, and, finally, does he consider this style applicable to trout 
fishing ? 

I trust T haven’t trespassed too far on your generosity in oceupying so much 
space —I am, &c. 


CRYSTAL. 
Clifton, Feb. 5, 1883. 





ALFRED YOUNG! 


“TheGOLDEN PERCH,’. 
402, OXFORD ST-, 


Lonpon, W. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
of every description, 

The Angier’s Handbook and Catalogue of Prices, with 


eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c., post 
tree, Three Pence. 


TO FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 
THE Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait 
makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 


finish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust. 
] Tor samples and prices address— 


anes «COURT, 
PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 
Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, 











For.a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GDODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





« The book embraces a wide field of usefulness,”—British 
Workwoman. 


“Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”’"—The Rock, 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 





NOW READY. 
SS 


THE HANDBOOK 
TO : THE 
RIVERS AND BROADS 
OF 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


G CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, 
Author of “ The Swan and Her Crew.” 





By 





With a Splendidly Coloured Map ot the Rivers 


and Broads. 
In Paper Boards, 1s. 6d. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 


JARROLD and SONS, 3, Paternoster Buildings, 
London, and Norwich, And all Booksellers. 





ROUT OVA, “fully eyed” 1000, 30s; 

5000, 105s.; 10,000, £10. From trout of over 

10 lbs. weight rather more will be charged. All 

guaranteed Fario, pure and gamey. Apply ‘‘ Man- 
ager,’’ Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent, England, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”’) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE, 
NEWARKE-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 

having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Rod, brazed and winch fitted, 

price 5s. 

A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safety 
Rings, price 6s. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, Same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed. Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom. 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and TACKLE, 

1 doz, Bottom Lackles, assorted, x yard long, hooked and 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 





“ Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the ‘Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 
Address as above, 


Roos AQUARIUM.—PROMENADE 
CONCERTS. Full Orchestra and Alhambra Chorus. 

Vo: alists: Miss Marion Browning and Mr, Walter Bolton. 

Conductor, Mons. Chas. Dubois.—Admission one Shilling. 


| bee WINiKR ELECTRIC EXHIBI- 
TION, ROYAL AQUARIUM,—FPor information as 


to vacant space address W. TD, Gooch, Engineer, Royal 
Aquarium, 8. W. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12.0 noon, 
Close 11.30 ppm.— PROGRAMME for THIS DAY : 
MorninG, 

Pantomime in Theatre. 

Krao, the Missing Link. 

Kenebel (slack wire). 

Seamore and Somers, 
4.0 Artelle and Lalo, 
Volier and Zulia. 

The Original Girards. 
45 Damayante’s Serpents. 
o ‘The Silbon Troupe. 
EVENING, 

Cooper’s Trained Lions, 

Krao (special). ' 

The Beckwith Family. 
o Organ Recital. 
Grand Promenade Concert. 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. 
The Beckwitb Family. 
5 The Silbon Troupe, — 

Cooper’s Trained Lions. 
Admission ONE SHILLING, 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 10 oz. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, Gtted in box, price 4s, 8d, Carriage paid for 6d, 














extra. f 
‘¢ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”’—FrsHine 
GAZETTE. : 
zr yard gut cast 1s, 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s. 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 3s, 9d. per 100 ; 2s, 
per 50, and 6d. per dozen. . 
Trout gut, 8d., 1od., short, and best long ts, 1cd. per loo, 
P,S,—If fishermen would send for the Roach Rod in Winter, 
or now I have a tew ready, could send them at once, 


H. BOOTH; 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 


| 





— 


ONE PENNY REVIEW 


POLITICS, LITERATURE, SOCIETY, 
SPORT, THE DRAMA, AND FINANCE 





THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 





Offices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND. 





ONDON and COUNTY ADVANCE and 
DISCOUNT COMPANY (Limited). 

Cash advances from £10 to £500, without pre- 
liminary fees, or deduction for interest, for short or 
long peiiods, repayable by easy instalments, at 
moderate rates, upon personal security, life policies, 
Furniture without removal, deeds, shares, bonds, &c. 
Bills discounted. Forms gratis, Offices, New Courts 


Chambers, No. 57 and 58, Chancery Lane, E.C. 
JOHN STONE, Secretary. 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINST THEIR COST! 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng aga‘nst 
Accidents of allkinds. | 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1.000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £250,000, 
MopgEraTe PREMIvMs, 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after five years, 


£1,840,000. 


HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Giand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at, 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 











Sportsman’s Exhibition. 
STAND 114. 


“KHOOSH’’ BITTERS, 


THE GREAT.TONIC OF THE AGE. 
NO NAUTICAL MEN SHOULD BE 
WITHOUT IT. 


24, KING WILLIAM STREET, E.C., and 12, GOREE! 


PIAZZAS, LIVERPOOL. 
HENRY DAVIS, Manager. 





house, stables, b rns, &c. 


Fetter Lane, E.C,. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scucbern Minnesota, Averica, Fighty acres, good. . 
English Colony Tuil particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, Fishing GA4zerre, t2, 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS,.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ley, or o‘her sivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 


medium of the 
Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 5 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers, i 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c-., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 











ROACH & BREAM FISHERS: 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“‘ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.”’?— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 


‘‘ The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff-—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d:, including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 


Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
: For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successor to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Make, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland. 


P.S.—24 different pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad. Guaranteed to kill on.any river or lake, if 
suited to size of water. ~One trial o&tvese flies s>licited. 
fend for three thunder and lightning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep fiies. 














Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. LDissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers; Witham 
Leather, Glue and Parchment Works, ‘Lincoln, Eng- 
land. 


MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 40s. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various). Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T, ANDREWS, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 


AMERICAN ORGANS and 
HARMONIUMS 


AT MANUFACTURER’S PRICES, 


40 per Cent. Saved. 
Ilustrated Catalogue, with latest Press opinions, post free, 


J. COWLEY AND CO., HULL, 


‘The cheapest house in the world. 











Agents 1equired where not represented, 











(eaueus COLDS, ASTHMA, 
BE ee and NEURALGIA. 


> J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, beating the words ‘Dr. J. 
Collis Bcowne’s Chlorodyne.’? See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W, Page Wood, 7ie Times, 
July 16, 1864, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W. C. Witkrnsoy, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 

“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.” 

Sold in bottles, rs, 14d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by all 
Chemists. 


Sole Manufacturer, J. T,. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 


Ressell Street, W.C. 

DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 
EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite, Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 

Tiverton Fishing Association. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c. 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. -Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray; 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 
FISHING. 


“ Trout-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry or 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North. But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr. 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News. 

‘Te is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most yaluable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods of fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thoroughly worth a shilling”’—Fisuinc Gazurre. 

‘‘ The desiga of thishandy book is to give anglers an in- 
sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing. [he instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal. 

‘©The manua:, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. 

“ The author is a trout-fsher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 




















. All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 


in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
cymplete one in every respect, and he who aims at anything 
like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout should 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, 
Ford’s valuable treatise.’”,-—Louth Advertiser. 

‘¢ The book is carefully written, free trom scientific hard 
words, and furnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.’’—Exeter Flying Post. 

‘t Invaluable in trout-angling.””—Bell’s Life, 

Mr, Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are given 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes. of capturing the speckled beauties. Fishing 
with both the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing are all touched upon, and other matters of import - 
ance tothe fishérman. ‘The work also contains.an elaborate 
list of flies which both graylingand trout anglers will find 
full of interest.””—Land and Water. 

“This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal inasmalispace. We find a list of 130, trout- 


flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal 
of entomologica! intormation highly important'to the trout- 


fisher.’’— Yorkshire Gazette, ' 


“‘ The author of this little work is an experienced and en- }/ 


thusiastic trout-fisher, In addition to a ‘ist of 130 artificial 
flies-with a description of the materials uscd in dressing 
them, Mr, Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months. A large proportion of the flics are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Bradford Observer, . 

** Anglers will find this an enthusiastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent. For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout - fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he nowreveals allthe secrets of his wide ex- 
perience for the benefit of others, ‘Lhe directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found of the greatest service.’’— 
Daily Chronicle. 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s, to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s. to 15s, ; Goldfioches, bull- 

‘inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 

4s. and 5s. each ; tame Rabbits, 1s.) 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s, Od. each. 

—J. E. Toirkerriy, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich. 
Established 1868, = 





SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, 
AND C0.’s NEW BOOKS, 





Now ready, crown 8vo, Map and Frontispiece, cloth 
extra, 8s. 6d. 


HIGHWAYS AND BYEWAYS IN 
- JAPAN : 3 


The Experiences of Two Pedest:ian Tourists. 
By ARTHUR H. CROWE, F.R.G.S. 





Now ready, crown 8vo, cloth extra, 10s. 6d. 


The War between Chile and Peru. 1879-81. 


By CLEMENTS R. MARKHAM, C.B. With 4° ° 


Maps. 





Light the Dominant Force of the Universe, 
Showing, by Means of Experiments, what 
LIGHT is; what ELECTRICITY is; and what 
LIFE is; also how to Reconcile Science and 
Religion. By Major W. SEDGwicK, Royal 
Engineers. Crown 8yo, cloth extra, 7s. 6d. 





Now ready, with about 400 Illustrations, royal 8vo, 
cloth extra, 8s, 6d. _ 


Vol. IV. of Harper’s Magazine, European 
Edition... JUNE to NOVEMBER, 1882. 





Now ready, Illustrated, 12mo, cloth, 12s. 6d. 
Ragnarok: the Age of Fire and Gravel. By 


IGNATIUS DONNELLY, Author of * Atlantis.; 
the Antediluvian World.”? ' 





«“ TRUTH IS STRANGER THAN FICTION.” 
Two vols., crown $vo, cloth, 21s, 
Reminiscences .of an Adventurous and 

CHEQUERED-CAREER; at Home and at 


the Antipodes. By ALEXANDER ToLMeR, Exs 
Commissioner of Police in South Australia, 





Now ready, in one vol., demy 8vo, cloth extra, with 
a Portrait and large Map, 14s. 


A Soldier’s Life and Work in South Africa. 
1872 to 79.. A Memoir of thelate Col. A. W. 
DURNFORD (Royal Engineers), Edited by 
his Brother, Lieut.-Col. E. DURNFORD. Por- 
trait and large Map. | 





English Prose Fiction, A History of English 
Prose Fiction from Sir Thomas Malory to George 
Eliot, By BAyARD TUCKERMAN. Crown 8yo, 
cloth extra, 8s. 6d. ‘ , 





Italian Art in the National Gallery. A 
. Critical Essay on the Italian Pictures belonging 
to the Nation, concerning their authenticity and 
historic value; including a Notice of the Paint- 
ings recently purchased at the Hamilton Sale. 
By Dr. J. PAuL Ricuter, K.M., Author of 
‘The Official Catalogue of the Dulwich College 
Gallery,’ &c. Illustrated. with 4o Helio- 
gravures, Wood Engravings and Etchings. In 
medium 4to, bound in half-morocco, with gilt 
edges, £2 12s. 6d.; cloth, £2 2s. 





The Boys’ Percy, Being Old Ballads of War, 
Adventure, and Love. Erom Bishop Thomas 
Percy’s ‘‘ Reliques of Ancient Eng'ish‘ Poetry.” 
Edited for Boys by SIDNEY P. LANIER. With 
so Illustrations. In handsome cloth binding, 
gilt edges, 7s. 6d. Uniform with “‘ The BOYS’ 
FROISSART,’ __§ KENG (ARR EUIRSa 
‘«“MABINOGION,” | 





Ey 
LONDON: = 


SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, 
AND RIVINGTON, 


Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. 





ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 
Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Pricr’s PArmnr CANDLE COMPANY, 
‘Limited, London. 


\ 
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THE INTERNATIONAL’ FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


T’ was announced at the meeting of the Executive Committee 
of the above Exhibition, held on Monday last, that the 
Governments of Russia, Spain, and France have intimated their 
intention to participate officially in the Exhibition, and have 
appointed Commissioners, and in the case of Russia and Spain, 
have applied for a large quantity of space. In order to meet 
this sudden addition to their Exhibition, the Committee have 
decided upon the erection of three more large buildings, 
providing an area of about 22,000 square feet, in addition to the 
buildings already erected, or proposed to be erected, and described 
in their recent report. 








SHEFFIELD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


A PUBLIC meeting was held on February 7 in the Vestry Hall, 
Westbar, under the auspices of the Sheffield Anglers’ 
Association, in respect to the pollution of rivers, and other im- 
portant matters interesting to anglers. The chair was taken 
by Alderman Hutchinson, and there were also present Mr. Philip 
Geen, chairman of the London Amalgamated Angling Societies ; 
Mr. KR. B. Marston, Editor of the Fisuina Gazerre; Mr. T. 
Walker, secretary to the Sheffield Anglers’ Association; Mr. 
Styring, Mr. G. Swinden, Mr. G. Stuart, Mr. J. Sheldon, Mr. 

_ Sanderson, Mr. Sykes, Mr, Allott, Mr. Holmes, and Mr. Pashley. 
There were some hundreds of anglers present, but the attendance 
was not so numerous as was expected. 

The Chairman said he was sorry there was not a larger meeting, 
but he supposed the comparatively small attendance was owing to 
‘the fact that the meeting had not been sufficiently advertised. It 
was not always the greatest number who did the most good, but 
he thought they were sufficiently numerous to accomplish the 
work they had before them. (Applause.) 

Mr. Guest then rose to move the first resolution. He said the 
proposition was a very important one to them as a body of 
anglers, and to his fellow townsmen as well: It was a question 
that required a great deal of consideration, and was important to 
them, not alone as anglers, but as ratepayers, because it had to 
do with the sanitary requirements of the town. They were as 
well aware as himself that the rivers were not in the same con- 
dition now as they were at one period, when they regularly got 
fish out ofthem. It was impossible to take fish out of them as 
they were at present, and until some steps were adopted to alter 
them they would become worse and worse. (Hear, hear.) There 
were powers to prevent this-state of things, and he considered the 
Corporation ought to have taken action before now with regard to 
them. They knew well enough that no fish could live in water 
polluted as it was in and about Sheffield. The streams outside 
and above the town were certainly moderately clear, but when 
they got into the town what were they like? They were puddles. 
(Laughter.) A scheme was proposed about twenty years back for 
cleansing the river Don of pollution so that fish might be taken 
out, not alone in Sheffield, but as far downthe stream as Rother- 
ham and Doncaster. Nothing, however, came of that scheme. 
Regarding the matter in another light, it was a great expense, not 
alone to Sheffield anglers, but also to the clubs, to have to goa great 
distance out of the town to catch fish. (Hear, hear.) Daring 
the last year there had been as many as 30,000 angling visitors 
from Sheffield at Boston, which represented asum of £115,000 

_ being taken out of the town, for they could scarcely consider that 
the expenses attending each man would be less than half-a- 
sovereign. If the rivers were cleansed so that fish could come 

_ into the town, much of this expense would be saved, and anglers 
would not be put to the inconvenience of having to leave the 

_ town. If they wished to prevent all this money going out of the 

town annually, they must call upon the Corporation to do some- 

thing. If they did not, no doubt the Corporation would go on 
sleeping like another Rip Van Winkle, and would not wake 
until another twenty years were over. (Laughter and applause.) 

The resolution he had to propose was, ‘‘ That in the opinion of 

this meeting it is highly desirable that the Town Council should 

take steps to enforce the powers invested in them to prevent the 
pollution of our rivers, as it would not only prove beneficial to us 
as anglers, but would much improve the sanitary condition of the 
town, and that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Town 

Council. (Applause.) 

_ Mr. W. Crofts seconded the resolution, and said’ he considered 


it would be inthe interest of the town for the rivers to be put in 
a proper state of sanitation, so that fish could live in them. 
He looked upon the matter partly as a question of food, from 
which point he considered it important for the men of Sheffield 
to view it. Both meat and fish were dear, but if the rivers 
were in a proper sanitary state, Sheffield workmen, if they 
happened to be out of work, would have a means of providing 
their families with fresh fish without running to any expense: 
That would be a great help to them in their distressed circum- 
stances. (Hear, hear.) The stenches arising from the Sheffield 
rivers had been very prejudicial to health, and the authorities 
had had to use chloride of lime on many occasions to prevent ill- 
nealth. The health ofthe working classes in Sheffield was a great 
consideration, and he thought, if alone on this account, that it 
was high time for the Corporation to do something towards puri- 
fying the rivers. (Applause.) He had seen trout taken out of the 
river by Turner's Wheel, and all along the Dore and Ecclesall 
Valley they could now be caught. But if the water in the town 
was not fit for fish tolive in it was certainly not fit for the services 
of man. (Applause.) 

Mr. Marston then addressed the meeting. He expressed his 
disappointment at not seeing a larger meeting, but attributed the 
small attendance to the important counter attraction in the town. 
He thought, however, that those who were present showed 
their interest in angling s) strongly that if they succeeded in 
carrying the motions which would be put before the meeting, they 
would carry more weight than if the meeting was a crowded one. 
He was sorry to find that the resolution which had been moved 
with regard to the pollution of rivers was only local, for he thought 
the pollution of a river, wherever it might be, was a matter of 
deep regret. Te then read the law on the question of the pollu- 
tion of rivers, and entered into a somewhat lengthy criticism of 
some of the Acts. He went on to say that if Sheffield took upthe 
question of the pollution of rivers with energy, other towns in the 
kingdom, and London as well, would follow in their steps. (Ap- 
plause.) 

The Chairman said he approved of everything that had been 
said, but he reminded*them that when they were acquainted with 
all the facts they might consider they were paying too dearly for 
their whistle. The cleansing of the Sheffield rivers would costa 
sum amounting to £200,000 ‘or £250,000. He was not saying 
this to frighten them, but if they had the district rate raised nine- 
pence or a shilling in the pound they would be somewhat 
astonished. He thought, however, it would be worth the while 
of the town to have the rivers purified, and he had been in favour 
of the scheme ever since he first entered the Town Council. He 
very well recollected, when a boy, going down to the Wicker 
Bridge, or Lady’s Bridge as it was now called, with rod and line, 
and catching as much asa stone of gudgeon and chub in a single 
evening, between six and eight o’clock. That could not be done 
now, but ifthe river were freed from pollution his piscatorial 
exploits might be repeated. (Applause.) 

The Chairman then put the resolution, which was unanimously 
carried. 

Mr. Styring then moved, ‘“‘ That in the opinion of this meeting 
itis desirable that the Committee of the Sheffield Angling Asso- 
ciation take immediate steps to secure waters nearer home if 
possible, asa means of saving expense in travelling; and if such 
privileges can be obtained from the lords of the manor or other 
riparian owners, that we preserve the same, and stock the waters 
with fish out of our own or such other waters as may be deemed 
advisable.” 

Mr. Swinden seconded the resolution. 

Mr. Holmes, in supporting the motion, said if they could go 
and fish for one shilling itwould be far better than having to 
spend three or four shillings to do so, putting aside the incon- 
venience of railway excursions, It would save the working man’s 
pocket as wellas the funds of the clubs, and if their wishes could 
be realised with regard to the streams in the neighbourhood of 
the town, they would be able to increase the stakes and the value 
of the prizes. (Hear, hear.) 

The Chairman, after speaking in favour of fishing waters for 
the Association nearer the town, put the resolution to the 
meeting, and it was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Walker said there were many complaints respecting the 
Fresh Waters Fisheries Act, and Mr. Mundella admitted it was 
deficient in certain matters. The hon. gentleman said he had 
not lost sight of the question yet, and did not intend to do, but 
he had been prevented from taking action with reference to it of 
late through great press of business connected with his own 
department. The clauses which they complained of were— 
the one which permitted parties to catch fish for bait, and that 
which allowed fish to be taken to supply aquariums during the 
prohibition seasons. (Applause ) 

Mr. Geen, who was most cordially received, said— 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—lIt has afforded me a great 
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deal of pleasure to come down from London to attend this im- 
portant meeting. I was pleased at the thought that at last I 
should have the long-desired opportunity of making the acquaint- 
ance of my Sheffield brother anglers, of whom I had heard so 
much from our friends, Messrs. Styring and Guest. I was also 
pleased at the prospect of witnessing the Sheffield mode of deal- 
ing with such weighty piscatorial subjects as we have met here 
this evening to consider; but you must permit me to add that I 
came to hear and not to speak, therefore it is with consicerable 
diffidence that I have risen in response to Mr. Walker’s appeal to 
address you on the subject which he has so ably introduced. 

I shall take it for granted, Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, that 
we are of one mind as to the growing necessity of protecting our 
fish from the poacher and the weak-kneed angler by the strong 
arm of the law; and, surely, if we are unanimous, we may 
make bold to ask that one little Act of Parliament be passed to 
protect a sport which affords health-giving pleasure to tens of 
thousands, who sorely stand in need of it. 

I don’t think I should speak too strongly were I to say that 
there have been more Acts of Parliament passed to protect the 
Salmonidz than the authors of those Acts themselves understand; 
indeed, so great is the confusion that an attempt was made last 
session to pass another, which should consolidate, amend, and 
make them workable. Unfortunately for us, the 1878 Act is one 
of these, and we are mixed up‘inthe confusion. This necessitates 
the repeal of that small portion of the Mundella Act which refers 
to our fish ; then we must so draft our ‘‘ New Fresh-water Fisheries 
Bill” as will make it as perfect and efficient as our experience, up 
to date, will permit. 

Let us be careful this time that we are not again played off one 
against the other, as in 1878, when seven-eighths of our Act was 
filched from us, the remainder containing only one clause, viz., 
the sale clause, which has proved of any use. 

I have authority to say that the anglers of London, while loth 
to take the lead from you, are so impressed with the importance 
of an early attempt being made to amend the law that they have 
prepared a series of resolutions, that, in my opinion, will cover 
the objects that we desire to achieve, and, I think, if you will 
permit me to give you just an outline of these resolutions, with a 
word or two of explanation with each, that you will readily see 
their usefulness, and will decide that it is desirable that the 
Sheffield and London anglers should stand shoulder to shoulder 
while a determined effort is made to get them, when legally 
drafted, passed into law. 

I was very much interested in the discussion which preceded 
this, in respect to your acquiring and preserving waters near 
Sheffield for the use of your members, and I feel sure you would 
find our first resolution of some use to you, its object being to 
give the same power to Preservation Societies as is now enjoyed 
by Boards of Conservators. It says :— 

“It is desirable to empower any Fish Protection Society to 
appoint by writing, under the hand of their chairman, a sufficient 
number of water-bailiffs, who would be authorised to search, 
seize, summon,” &c. (Cheers.) 

I think you will be equally pleased with the second and third, 
which read as follows :— 

‘Netting should be abolished in all public waters, and in 
private waters it should be illegal to net without the written per- 
mission of the owner, such permission to have been signed and 
dated within three days inclusive of the day of netting. The 
possession of nets on or near any water should subject the nets 
to seizure and the owner to penalties.” 

“Anyone having in his possession a wire, spear, gaff, or other 
like instrument, at any time or place, under such circumstances 
as shall satisfy the court before whom he is tried that he in- 
tended at the time to catch or kill fish by means thereof, shall be 
liable,” &c. (Cheers.) 

Possibly the most difficult point to get anglers unanimous upon 
is the fence months; yet we shall agree if we only approach the 
subject with a desire to do our best for the fish. Roach and chub 
fishermen will agree with me that these fish are in prime condi- 
tion during March, and that it would be desirable that we should 
be permitted to fish for them until the end of the month. I also 
anticipate that jack and perch fishermen will be equally agreed 
that we should not fish for either of these fish during March. If 
we can so far agree the subject is as good as settled, because no 
one will dream of giving less than three months’ fence time, 
which would be April, May, and June, with the extra month of 
March for jack and perch, commencing the new season on July 1 
for all fish. 

I have said that the only clause in the Mundella Act of any use 
is the sale clause, but we have found that very imperfect and have 
drafted the following to take its place :— 

“If any person during this close season buys, sells, or exposes 
for sale any freshwater fish, or has in his possession any fresh- 
water fish (unless he shall satisfy the justices that such fish in 











his possession were taken with the consent of the owner ofa 
several or private fishery) he shall on summary conviction before 
two justices be liable to a fine not exceeding forty shillings.” 

All thinking men have long felt that something should be done 
to stop the sale of undersized fish, not only during the fence 
months, but all the year round. Some of you may think the 
sizes rather large for your rivers here, but I ask you to remember 
that this scale is to prevent the sa/e only of fish of less dimensions 
than the following: 


Jack 1310. we alee EeLen 7 in. Rvach 7 in. 
Dace 6 in, Chub 10 in. Bream 9 in. 
Barbel 13 in. Carp 8 in. Tench 8 in. 


There are one or two other clauses which have to be drafted to 
permit the capture of bait and aquarium fish, &c., but I think I 
have said sufficient to show you that we have this matter at heart, 
and I hope you will determine with your vote to-night to help 
us. I have faith in your assistance because I remember, and all 
London anglers are pleas2d to remember, that the 1878 Act was 
the fruits o1 asimilar meeting of Sheffield anglers, over which, I 
am informed, our wortby chairman of to-night presided. 

Let us work together and insist that a practical attempt should 
be made at no distant date to get a Bill through Parliament which 
shall be whully devoted to our, so-called, coarse fish. ? 

I notice that my name is down on the bills convening this meet- 
ing in connection with the Great International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion. T hope you will excuse my not saying anything on the subject, 
as my friend, Mr. Marston, is a much better authority; he has been 
interested in the movement from the first, and has recently had 
a private view of the ground and buildings. I think Mr. Marston 
has given us a fair sample of his zeal for the anglers’ 
cause by coming here to attend this meeting to-night in the 
face of the fact of his having to be present at an anglers’ 
meeting in London to-morrow. (Cheers.) 

I must now thank you, gentlemen, forthe very cordial reception 
you have given me. I fancy it may have the effect of bringing 
me to Sheffield again. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Guest moved that the Amended Fisheries Act, spoken of 
by Mr. Geen, should be passed as soon as possible, and 

Mr. Stvring seconded the proposition, which was supported by 
Mr. Marston, who described. the objects of the National Fish 
Culture Association, and also gave the meeting an account of the 
great forthcoming Fisheries Exhibition. 

The motion was unanimously carried. 

It was decided that another meeting of a similar character 
should be held shortly, and that it should be more widely adver- 
tised. 

The meeting then terminated with votes of thanks to the 
Chairman and Messrs. Marston and Geen. 








THE CONDITION OF THE THAMES. 


i HAVE had a great many years’ experience of old Father 

Thames, but I never remember such a season as the present 
one. The appearance of the river when I viewed it on Saturday 
last was fearful to look at. Its devastating effect is best seen 
from the bridges—punts and boats moved from their moorings, 
and lying some distance from the river, the tow paths, meadows, 
and roads all under water, houses and homesteads belted in with 
sheets and pools of water, the rivet where it is discernable running 
down like a mill race. ‘Travelling on the railway in districts con« 
nected with the Colne and the Wey, the same appearance is 
presented, and the sight of water is immense. Standing on the 
top of Chertsey Bridge, and looking towards Shepperton, nothing 
can be seen but water except the tops of trees dotted here and there, 
and Chertsey is by no means exceptional in this respect. The 
riverside hostelries are in many places approachabie by water only, 
and business almost ata standstill. I remarked to an angler in 
the train, ‘‘ There is very little prospect of any more angling this 
season,” and his reply was, ‘‘A good job too.’ Of course, he 
spoke more in reference to the fish, and then deeply commiserated 
the condition of the poor fishermen, supplementing his feeling for 
them by giving me a contribution for each of the poor men for 
whom I have been seeking aid. As regards the idea in connection 
with the fish, he told me that some fish he had seen lately were 
full of spawn, and it was decidedly wrong to destroy them. 
“ Anglers,” he remarked, “little think in taking one in-spawn fish 
the quantity they destroy,” and it is so. There can be no real 
satisfaction is taking away fish that are heavy with spawn. They 
may help to make up a “‘ gross-weight competition,” but they 
could not be regarded ‘as ‘“‘ specimen fish.” We have scarcely had 
any winter this season. The weather has been unusually mild for 
the time of the year, and the result may naturally prove the fish 
to be in a very forward state. As regards the prospects of 
angling inthe short four weeks which remain to complete the 
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general angling season, it is most difficult to venture an opinion. 
- The fishermen have no faith in the weather, and I have lately been 
hoping against hope for a favourable change. When opportunities 
have apparently come, and the fishermen prepared their customers 
for a chance, before the time has arrived they have had to write 
and tell them not to come down. I have several friends at the 
present time that are anxious to get a couple of days’ fishing 
in the Thames, and with the men I have been anxious to assist, 
but I am afraid there is very little chance now. William 
Milbourne, one of our oldest and most reliable of Thames 
fishermen, on looking at the state of things in his district, at 
Hampton Court, on Saturday last, exclaimed, “I think we shall 
have the highest flood we have had for years.” There is the 
general opinion that these high floods move the Thames trout to 
the higher districts ; and I certainly remember, after a similar 
flooded winter years ago, the greatest number of trout taken the 
following season were at Penton Hook. There is, therefore, 
much to contemplate in the present character of the river and 
the vast space in which fish can move about. As regards the 
latter, the river-keepers have strict instructions to be on the 
alert, and nets are ready at a moment’s notice to recover stray 
fish that are left in narrow pools of water in the meadows. There 
was very little of this work to be done last year, but I apprehend 
there will be plenty to do when the present flood really begins to 
_subside; and the ditches will not be allowed to escape attention. 
But when will this flood subside? When will the river get 
within its usual boundary? ‘These are questions which none can 
answer, and anglers and fishermen will have to wait. The 14th 
of March will soon be here, and then the season ends. What- 
ever good may intervene, it will in no way make up for the past— 
October, November, December, January, and now deep into 
February, and during those months the punts have not made an 
aggregate of more than a fortnight’s employment. The Lower 
Thames has the worst of it—that portion has to receive the water 
from the upper districts, besides getting that of the Colne, the 
Guildford river at Shepperton, and “‘ the dirty Mole ” at Hampton 
Court. If a condition of water does come, whilst urging upon 
the anglers the advantage and benefit the poor fishermen will 
derive from being employed, I would venture to hope that where 
fish are found heavy in spawn they will put them back again to 
multiply and increase their numbers. I have not yet heard of 
the dace moving up at Teddington, but it is “about the time 
when the first shift begins; therefore, I would remind the 
anglers that the same watchfulness which has _ been exercised 
the last two years at the Weir will be observed again, and I 


hope and believe the club men will help the keepers in that 


direction. B. 





A TIDEWAY CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO THAMES 
NETSMEN. 


F Place—STRAND-ON-THE-GREEN, 


‘WELL, Jack, what's your opinion about things in general, Thames 

in particular ?” 

** Why, they say there’s a gem’man at that Richmond Piscatorial 
Society who’s a warm member—can act as river-keeper, and he’s a 
teg’lar Clench-er.” 

“JT know who you mean, Bill; but you're getting witty in your 
old age.” 

‘Yes; and there's another customer who’s been making it a Zz¢¢/e 
hot for us at Twickenham ; and he’s a keeper as well ” 

“There you go again. What on (/Voffor) earth will you say 
next ?” 

‘That you're getting as witty as ] am; but, setting joking aside, 
it looks serious like about their wanting to stop the netting down to 
Kew Bridge.” 

 **Yes; and that other gem’man—they call him a tame ‘un 

(Taman), but he’s doing his best to get it stopped.” 

“ After all, you know as well as I do that we gets all our fish 
below Kew Bridge, and we should never miss it if they took it 
from us.” 

** Well, to tell you the truth, I’ve been thinking the same thing; but 
one don’t like to say so.” 

-** That gem’man that came down one night, some time ago, to chat 
with us about it—I rather like him—he’s good-natured, and wouldn't 
dousany harm. They say he's a great gun, and lives in a s¢vee¢ in 
London where there’s a Cazmon in it.” 

**T often wonder if he believed all we told him, and those other 
gem’men, in London, as belongs to the river.” ~ 

© Nothing like a bit of gammon, Bill, and soft soap—it’s astonishing 
like how it gets over some folks.” 

, “There’s another thing, Jack—that fellow they've got as a keeper 
ri Twickenham: he won’t pal with us, like some of the others has 
done.” 

“‘I say, what with him, and those two Piscatorial coves, they are a 
bit too strong for us; and there’s some of those club folks tells ’em 
all they hear about anything.” 

*“Now, Jack, suppose we turns honest chaps and help them to 















stop this netting; then we gets a punt of our own, and sets up as 
fishermen.”’ 

‘*That’s a good idea, Bill. Blowed if I don't go home and sleep on 
it. You go and persuade Tom and Harry and all the rest on ’em, 
and meet me here to-morrow night, and I'll stand a pot of half-and- 
half.” 








The two men went home evidently satisfied they had hit the right 
nail on the head, and in their own minds doubtless imagined the text 
of a card to send to the printer :— 

THOMAS SNOOKsS, 
Fisherman, 
i Strand-on-the-Green. 
P Anglers provided with fishing tackle and bait at seven shillings per 
ay. 


. 








READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING PRESERVATION 
ASSOCIATION, 


ANNUAL MEETING AND DINNER, 


ON Tuesday evening, the annual general meeting and dinner of the 
Reading and District Angling Preservation Association was held at 
the Great Western Hotel, Reading. At the meeting Mr. James 
Simonds (president) took the chair, and congratulated the Associa- 
tion on the co 1tinued success which had attended its work. 

The annual report (of which we give an abstract below) was then 
read by the hon. sec. (Mr. A. C. Butler). 

THE DINNER, 

At the close of the business meeting a select gathering of members 
and friends of the Association sat down to an excellent dinner pro- 
vided in first-class style by Mr. W. G. Flanagan. In the unavoidable 
absence of the President the chair was taken by the Mayor, and 
among those present were Mr. H. Creed (who occupied the vice- 
chair), Col. Heathcote, Messrs. A. G. Jardine, R. L. Pugh, C. P. 
Wheatstone, Henri Brett, W. Ferguson, Walford Ridley, E. Javis, 
T. J. Pulley, B. Dunn, W. C. Moffat, A. Hurley, L. Goodhind, J. 
Waugh, F. Brown, H. H. Jones, R. H. Gilbert, R. L. Clark, G. 
Westall, T. G. Clark, W. Collins, S. Bradley, R. H. Bradley, H. E. 
Cottrell, C. R. Hoffman, J. A. Poynder, G, Atkinson, &c. Letters 
apologising for their inability to be present had been received from 
Mr. Benyon, of Englefield; Mr. John Noble of Henley ; Major Thoyts, 
Major Storer, Mr. Chas. Stephens, Mr. Berkeley Monck, Mr. W. I. 
Palmer, Mr. G. W. Palmer, Mr. W. Simonds, Mr. H. B. Blandy, Mr. 
Adolphus Simonds, Mr. Martin Sutton, Mr. Alfred Sutton, Mr. Martin 
John Sutton, Mr, Arthur Sutton, Mr. Herbert Sutton, Mr. J. O. 
Taylor, Mr. H. W. Verey, Mr. Geo. May, Mr. Messer, Mr. J. T. 
Dodd, Mr. Arthur Hill, Captain Golding, Mr. Attenborough, Mr. W. 
W. Moxhay, Mr. Lewis Cooper, Mr. Francis Francis, Dr. Short, &c. 
Mr. G. Palmer, M.P., who had intended to dine with the Association, 
was unable to be present till after several of the toasts had been re- 
ceived. In the course of the evening some capital songs were 
contributed by members of the company, Mr. J. Freeman ably 
accompanying. 

In giving the toast of ‘‘ The Queen and the Royal Family,” the 
Mayor said that, with regard to her Majesty’s connection with that 
Association, they might feel sure that she approved heartily of its 
aims and sympathised cordially with its work, for her Majesty was 
always ready to show her interest in any association which had the 
innocent enjoyment of her subjects in view. He noticed at the end 
of the room near him (referring to a cast of the 17 lb. trout caught 
at Reading and presented to the Queen about two years ago) a kind 
of connecting link between her Majesty and that Association. 
(Applause. ) 

The Vice-Chairman gave ‘‘ Our Sea and Land Forces,” who, he 
was sure, would in the future as in the past fully uphold the honour of 
England. E 

Colonel Heathcote (whose name was well received in connection 
with the toast) responded. 

The Mayor said that the toast of ‘‘ The Borough Members,” which 
stood next on the list, would be submitted later on, when Mr. Geo. 
Palmer was expected to be present. 

Mr. Walford Ridiey proposed ‘‘ The Mayor and Corporation,” and 
spoke of the indebtedness of the town to these gentlemen for placing 
so much of their time and labour at the service of the borough. 

The Mayor returned thanks, assuring those present of the pleasure 
it afforded himself and his colleagues to know that their services to 
the town were appreciated. 

In proposing next the toast of the evening, ‘“‘ The Reading District 
Angling Association,’”’ the Mayor said he must explain to them the 
reason why he took the chair that night instead of Mr. James 
Simonds, the president of the Association) who originally intended to 
be present. He believed that that day was Mr. James Simonds’s 
wedding day, and that he had received orders to be at home on that 
occasion—(laughter)—and being a staunch discipiinarian he always 
obeyed orders, (Laughter.) The Mayor went on to say that he 
regretted his own slight acquaintance with the history of the Associa- 
tion, but he was glad to see from the report that this was the sixth 
annual report, and that it recorded a year of quiet and eminently 
satisfactory work. That in it:elf was enough to commend the 
Association to the public, because quiet work of a satisfactory nature 
was good in every sense. The peaceful followers of the gentle craft 
did not want the Association to kick up a lot of noise in order to obtain 
an extension of their privileges, but to secure the preservation of their 
quarry by judicious, quiet work, such as was recorded in their present 
report. (Hear, hear.) 
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Mr. Butler, hon. sec., whose name was associated with the toast, 
after expressing regret at the absence of Mr. Marston, cf the 
FISHING GAZETTE, mentioned as an instance of what might be done 
in the matter of fish culture that less than three years ago, a gentle- 
man at Cholsey, by his (Mr. Butler's) advice put in a small brook 200 
yearling trout at a cost of £4 Ios., and the water was now so full of 
splendid trout that he had been offered, but had refused,. £10 a year for 
the right offishinginit. (Applause.) Mr. Butler then drew attention 
to matters given in the report. 

Mr. King, in proposing the toast of ‘‘ The Borough Members,” eulo- 
gised the qualities and services of Messrs. Lefevre and Palmer. 

Mr. G. Palmer, after explaining that he had been unexpectedly de- 
tained at home by visitors and that he regretted his inability in conse- 
quence to jointhem before, said that had his right hon. colleague 
been present he would no doubt have been able to speak to them on 
the general subject of fishing, inasmuch as he had had a great deal to 
dowith some Parliamentary proceedings in connection with sea-fishing, 
ifnotriver fishing. Having observed that he did not think the Con- 
servancy Bill would affect fishing in the Thames injuriously, Mr. Pal- 
mer said he was very pleased to meet the Associaticn, because he was 
interested, as everybody should be, in having their rivers stocked with 
fish and in having facilities for deep sea fishing as well as fishing 
near our shores. Butthere was a time when the internal fisheries of 
the country were of great importance and when ponds and other 
waters were well stocked with fish. Hefwas especially interes'ed in 
some of Mr. Butler's remarks, for about five years ago he became pos- 
sessed of a property at Hampstead Norris, through which ran a tcout 
stream. <A great change had taken place in the quantity of trout in 
that stream since his friend, Mr. Hunt, who lived at Eling, had taken 
care of the fish there. He (Mr. Pa mer) remembered when he first saw 
the place he was told that there was some fish there, but that it was 
poached in all directions. The former owner had taken no care of 
the stream, and the consequence was that there were very few fish in 
if, It was interesting tohimto see the quantity of fish which in 
the five years had by some means got into the stream, showing 
at once the difference between a waste stream and a preserved stream. 
(Applause.) _ He was not aware that any single inhabitant of Hamp- 
stead Norris was in any degree the worse off because they had now a 
great number of trout in the stream. He believed his friend and 
neighbour, Mr. Luke Lowsley, shared inthe benefits of the care thathis 
neighbour, had taken of the piece of water adjoining his land. Hehim- 
self had often regrett°d that in his youth he had not numbered angling 
among his accomplishments, and he mentioned thatin company with 
the Postmaster-Grneral the other day it came out that he (Professor 
Fawcett), though bl nd, was a successful angler. In conclusion, M-, 
Palm<r said that while he was very gladto put any river rights be- 
longing to him in the hands of those who would take care of the fish, 
he did not wish to settle down into the position of a selfish preserver. 
The fishing in the neighbouring rivers might very fairly be under 
the care of the Association, and would thereby, he hoped, be greatly 
improved, for he saw no reason why persens should here, any more 
thanat Hampstead Norris, take that whichdid not belong to them with 
anet and so selfishly grab the whole of that which was a questionable 


good to themselves, and which deprived the general public of that. 


which ought to be and, he hoped, would be a good fishing ground. 
(Applause.) 

Mr. Jardine proposed ‘‘ The Visitors,” for whom, Mr. King replied, 
remarking that the Association had proveda valuable and timely in- 
tervention against the improper takingof fish, and thatit deserved the 
fullest success, 

“«The Press,” proposed by Mr. Pulley, and acknowledged by Mr. 
Neate; ‘‘ The Chairman,” submitted by Mr. F. Brown; and ‘The 
Vice-Chairman,” given by Mr. Hoffman, concluded the toast list. 


EXTRACTS FROM REPORT FOR 1883. 


YOUR committee, in presenting their sixth annual report, have to 
record a year of quiet but eminently satisfactory work ; and have much 
pleasure in stating that the position of the Association has been fully 
maintained. 

It has been found necessary to rermove the trout-stew at Caversham ; 
and the material has been carefully taken up and stored, and the 
trout remaining in the stew placed in the Thames. 

During the year your committee have paid much attention to the 
important question of coarse fish culture ; and arrangements are now 
completed for the propagation, this season, of a very large number of 
perch. The parent fish will be procured from the Kennet; and this 
importation of a superior strain will, it is believed, greatly improve 
the size and quality of the Thames perch, which have of late years 
degenerated. 

‘he conyictions during 1881 appear to have produced a very salu- 
tary effect. 

The Kennet was again watched during the annual drawing of the 
water for repairs; and special attention has also been paid to the 
protection of fish from poachers during the spawning season, and at 
other times when they were considered to be more particularly at the 
mercy of unscrupulous persons, 
== The reward offered for the capture of otters has led to the pro- 
duction to the hon. secretary (as required by Rule VIII.) of five of 
these destructive animals during the year. 

At a special meeting of the general committee, on the 2oth May, it 
was unanimously agreed to contribute the sum of £10 Ios. to the 
to the General and Prize Fund of the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, to be opened in London next May; and to promise a 
further sum of £10 Ios. to the Guarantee Fund of the Exhibition. 

Application was made in May last to the directors of the Great 
Western Railway Company for the concession of privilege tickets, 
and resulted in the directors granting to all members of the Associa 


tion the privilege of travelling, when going angling, to and from 
Reading and the following stations, at a single fare and a quarter 
for the doub'e journey:—Mortimer, Basingstoke, Theale, Alder- 
maston, Midgham, Thatcham, Newbury, Kintbury, Hungerford, 
Pangbourne, Goring, Moulsford, Wallingford, Culham, Radley, 
Abingdon, Oxford, Twyford, Shiplake, Henley, Maidenhead, Bourne 


End, Cookham, Great Matlow, Woburn Green, Loudwater, Taplow, — 


and Windsor. 

The most important matter that has engaged the attention of your 
committee during the year has been the revision of the Thames 
Fishery By-Laws. Inthe last report reference was made to a pre- 
liminary conference of representatives of the up-river Associations 
on the subject, convened at Maidenhead through the action of your 
committee. Themovement o1iginated in a proposal by the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society of London to amend the by-laws 
governing the fishery in the Lower Thames, which is under the super- 
vision of that society. Your committee felt that so favourable an 
Opportunity of improving the by-laws regulating the upper portion of 


the river should not be allowed to pass, and therefore proposed tothe _ 


various bod es interested that one set of by-laws should be framed for 
the whole Thames. Prompt action was taken, and resulted ina 
number of eonferences (to which your hon. secretary acted as 
secretary) being held at Maidenhead, as the. most central town on 
the upper river. The result of the deliberations of the delegates 
attending these meetings was forwarded to the Conservators in the 
form of a memorial. . 

From various causes the new by-laws have not yet been finally 
settled ; but your committee have every reason to believe that they 
will embody all their principal suggestions, and will tend to promote 
a great improvement of Thames fisheries. As soon as the new by- 
laws have been approved by her Majesty the Queen in Privy Council 
a copy will be forwarded to each member of the Association. 

Arrangements are nearly completed by which the Henley and Read- 
ing Ass -ciations will become jointly possessed of the sole rights of 
fishing in St. Patrick’s stream, and in the whole of the Loddon and 
its branches below the railway at Twyford. The acquisition of these 
valuable rights of fishing, at nominal rentals, is matter for great con- 
gratulation; and the best thanks of the associations are due to the 
gentlemen who have so kindly agreed to make over their rights. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Association was held on February 6, 
1882, and was followed by a dinner, at which about forty members 
and friends were present, the chair being filled by Mr. Jas. Simonds 
(president), The annual excursion took place on August 23. 

The number of books in the library has not much increased during 
the year, and donations will be gladly received. Some members of 
the committee have kindly defrayed the cost of binding several 
volumes of the Z%e/d and the FISHING GAZETTE. 


The cash account submitted herewith shows that the subscriptiens © 


received during 1882 amounted to £82 8s. 6d.; and the donations 
(including £5 5s. from the West Central Asoociation of London and 
Provircial Angling Societies, and £3 reward for otters kindy returned 
by Mr, Jolrn Baylis), to £9 15s. 6d.; making, with the balance of 
£17 15s. 7d. brought forward from last account, a total income for the 
year of £109 19s. 7d. The expenditure has been £84 §s. I1d., leaving 
a balance in hand of £25 13s. 8d. 








NOTES AND QUERIES. 


THE GEOMETRIC LEECH (PISICOLOR GEOMETRA),. 
I BEG to enclose some of these curious leech-like creatures for in- 
formation. Linnaeus terms it ‘‘ Hirudo geometra,” and it is figured 
by Pennant in ‘‘ British Zoology,” vol. 4, plate 20, fig. 13, and that 
they are found more especially in lakes and standing waters. 
During my spawning operations in the river:\Lodden, Hants, which 
is a swift-running river, | have taken some hundreds from off the irout, 





which they attack in or upon any part, the most favoured spot being | 


upon and around the eye, many trout being blind of one eye. These 
curious creatures measure from half an inch to two inches in length, 
and make a beautiful microscopic study. 
I wish to know whether they are found in other swift-running streams 
or rivers, and what would be the best means of ridding the stream of 
them without injury to the stock ? 
that they should be so punished? Round the oral apparatus are 
apparently a lot of dreadful re-curved hooks, and it is by these the 
creature holds on to the place selected. Any other information 
relative to these curious creatures would be of great interest and form 
a grand study. FRANK GOSDEN. 
[This parasite is common in most streams.—ED, | 





Grecory’s Spinninc Baits. ‘The Gregory,’ the ] 
“« Oxford,” and the ‘‘ Colorado,” pronounced by all Anglers and the Press the best baits 


invented for salmon, trout, pike, and perch. To be obtained from all respectable fishing-tackle 


What have these poor fish done 


“‘Flezible Cleopatra,” the — 


shops in the world, and wholesale from Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., Standard Works, 


Redditch, Flattering testimonials speaking of the efficiency ot the baits have been 
received from the Right Hon. John Bright, M.P.; Mr. William Bailey, Nottingham; the 
Rev. E. C. Holt, Teddington; Sir William Calder, Kingston-on-Thames, &c. 


the press the best ever invented. For use with dead bait. The tackle is complete in every 
respect, and can be adjusted to suit bait of any size. Has been tried with remarkable 
success.—See that the name *‘ Gregory” is impressed on the Archimedean fins, as inferior 
imitations are offered for sale, and people are thereby disappointed and deceived 
Address, James Gregory, Vysexstreet, Birmingham.—[Apvz.] 


ee a ET eS TS a 

ACKACHE, TOOTHACHE, PAINS IN THE GUMS, NEURALGIA 

—ADAM SMITH’s NEURALGINE is a Certain Cure. . Bottles, 1s. 14d. 

2s. 9d. Post free from Proprietor, Chemist, Wednesbury. London Agent, 
W. Enwarps, 157, Queen Victoria Street; and all chemists, 


: Gregory’s 
registered Archimedean spinning tackle for pike and trout, now ready, is pronounced by ~ 


\ 
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CLUB AND. OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By Bs: 

THE quarterly meeting of the United London Angling Associations 
‘Fisheries Society was held at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s Lane, 
W.C., on Monday evening, February 12, The chair was occupied by 
Mr. Murray, and there were present Messrs, Murray, Fitch, Theobald, 
Smith, Watling, Murphy, Pettit, Crumplen, Aldridge, Chambers, 
Metcalf, Baylee, Morgan, George, Welstead, Field, Ghurney, Starr, 
Castell, Marshall, Thorling, Page, Bonvoisin, and Mr. Hoole, sec. 
A mass of correspondence was read by the secretary, but as much of 
it relates to endeavours being made to secure certain waters, and as 
in several cases the negociations are still pending, it will at once 
become apparent that it is not advisable to publish anything concern- 
ing them. Among the other letters read was one from Mr. Edward 
Birkbeck, M.P., promising the society every assistance in its 
endeavours to obtain for the public the restitution of the right to angle 
in the waters of the London parks. 

Re Coarse Fish Culture.—The secretary said he was pleased to say 
he had had the six Lund’s hatching-boxes built upon designs kindly 
supplied by Mr. R. B. Marston. Messrs. Spreckley, Nuthail, of 
Kingston, and Mr. Marston had each accepted the use of one to 
experimentalise with during the now fast approaching spawning 
season. It now remained for the committee to decide upon where the 
other boxes could be placed with greatest advantage. Mr. R. Ghurney 
said Mr. Puddicombe, of the Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End, 
in which the Fisheries Society had acquired an interest, was desirous 
of having a couple of boxes to place in his backwater, admirably 
suited for the purpose, as it runs into the main river Lea. This was 
unanimously agreed to, Mr. Ghurney kindly undertaking to assist Mr. 
Puddicombe in looking after the boxes, and also to procure the parent 
fish which, so far as these two boxes are concerned, shuld be roach 
and perch of medium size. The placing of the sixth box was 
left to the secretary, who will find no difficulty in the suit- 
able disposition of same. We shall thus have practically the 
Same experiment being tried by five different gentlemen in five 
different localities at the same time, and very eagerly will the 
result be waited for by coarse fish anglers all over the country. 
If the experiment should not bea complete success I do not think the 
society will be discouraged, but will try again. If, on the other hand, 
it turns out a success, as there is every reason to believe’ it will, how 
many of Lund’s hatching-boxes will there be placed in the waters 
throughout England during the spawning season of 1884? I may 
state that the boxes, which are made of pitched pine, measure 6 feet 
by 6, about 23 feet deep, and are perforated with several hundred 
smallholes, were made by Mr. Walters, of the Hammersmith United 
Angling Club, ata very low figure indeed, considering the amount of 
material used and labour expended. 

It was proposed by Mr. Crumplen, seconded by Mr. Thorling, that 
this society wishes to express its deep regret at Mr. Hatfield’s late 
illness, and its pleasure in knowing he has so far recovered as to be 
able to leave home for a chenge of air. 


Some routine business was then transacted, the usual vote of thanks’ 


to the chair, vice-chair, and secrelary bringing the meeting toa 
close. 

The usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies will be held at the Portman 
Arms,: Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, this (Friday) evening, 
February 16, several matters of importance being on for consideration. 

The eleventh annual dinner of the Good Intent Angling Society will 
take place at the Crown Inn, Church Street, Shoreditch, on Tuesday 
evening, February 27, Mr. H. J. Tibbatts in the chair, Mr. G. Groom 
in the vice. 

At the meeting of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society on Friday last 
two cases of anglers in distress were duly relieved. 

Readings in Angling Societies.—‘‘ North-Western District Alli- 

ance.”—As I stated last week, the first paper of the above series will 
be read on Monday evening,-February 19th, by Mr. Thos, Crumplen, 
assisted by Mr. F. Bentley, subject, ‘‘ The Life of a Fish,” at the 
Lord Southampton Tavern, Southampton Road, Maitland Park, 
Haverstock Hill, N.W. Chair taken at nine sharp. The reading 
will be followed by a discussion. All anglers—c'ub or otherwise— 
cordially invited. Rail to Haverstock Hill Station (Midland Rail- 
way), Chalk Farm Station (London and North-Western Railway), 
Camden Town ’busses to Carlton, Shipton, and Adelaide Taverns, 
aud tramcars from King’s Cross, all to within a few minutes’ walk 
from the Lord Southampton. 
_ The members of the Watford Piscators held their Fourth Smoking 
Concert in the new club-room, at the Leathersellers’ Arms, High 
Street, Watford, on February 5. The chair was taken by Mr. W. E. 
Griffiths, and some capital songs were sung by Messrs. Lucas, 
Williams, Ross, Griffiths, James, and Vincent. 

The annual dinner of the above society will be held next month, 
when the numerous prizes will be distributed to the successful com- 
petitors. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


LIST OF ANGLING CLUBS. 
iii will please notify the following alterations in my last list of 

above: — 

Amicable Waltonians.—White Horse, Fann Street, City. 

North- Western.— Secretary’s name and address is Mr. Hillier, Club House. 

Richmond Piscatorial.—Meet on Wednesdays only. 

Again I wish to remind the members of angling clubs that I have sent over 
| 400 letters in reference to the required information for my last new list, and 
| wherever there is any inaccuracy it is no fault of mine, but of the secretary for 











not replying to my applications.—T. Hoot, hon. sec. W. C. A. L. and 
Ry Ava 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of ros. 6d. 
from A. Rogers (Izaak Walton Angling Society), 103. from G. H. Field, and 
2s. 6d. from J. Morris (South London Angling Society), annual subscrip- 
tions.—_R. GHURNEY, sec. 





CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Messrs. Macdonald and Castell weighed in roach, from Hunton Bridge, on 
the 11th, saving the club from a blank. On the 18th, we fish a pegged-down 
match at King’s Langley for several prizes.—CAs. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above club will fish their sixth and last match of the season at- Bourne 
End on February 25th, they have seven prizes to contest, namely a handsome 
timepiece, a pair of lustres, a pair of ornamental candlesticks, two pairs of 
pictures and two pair of vases.—C. RE&VES, sec. 

CROWN PISCATORIAJ SOCIETY. 

We had a grand di-play of fist on February 11 at our club-house, Crown 
Tavern, Clerkenwell Green. Mr. Willcockson had roach and perch, one of the 
latter going Ilb.; Mr. L. Gorsuch, pe ch and roach; and Mr. I’. Long had a 
good show of roach. <A special general meeting will take place next Thursday, 
February 22. All members are requeste] to attend, business very important.— 
W. H. BuRWASH, jun., sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The meeting of this society, held at Masons’ Hall Tavern on Tuesday last, 
proved of more than ordinary interest. Captain Alfred presided After the 
usual routine business, Mr. Crumplen gave a short description of the Lund fish 
hatching-box (as advocated and described by Mr. Marston), illustrating his 
remarks by reference to a model kindly lent by Mr. Hoole, from which the 
boxes ordered by the United London Fisheries Society had been made. A brief 
discussion followed, in which Dr. Lloyd, Mr. Bentley, the chairman, and 
others took part. The prevalent opinion was that there was good reason to 
anticipate the success of the experiment, and eventually, on the motion of Dr. 
Lloyd, it was un:nimously resolved that th2 society should have one of these 
boxes made at once, and placed in their water at Waltham. The box has 
already been ordered, and several of the members volunteered to goto Waltham 
at intervals, so that it should be well attended to. Mr. Howse exhibited several 
fine lines which he had waterproofed by the paraffin process, and also samples 
of the materials emp'cyed. He also sbowed the scciety the head of a large 
pike, from a fish said to have weighed fu'ly 45 1b., captured by accident in the 
Thames about two years since. This unique specimen was afterwards handed 
to Mr. Crumplen, for the purpose of being used on Monday evening when he 
reads a paper, on © The Life of a Fish,” at the rooms of the North-Western 
Augling Society. Mr. J. F. Clarke took the chair during the musical portion 
of the evening and the proceedings, which were very harmonious. closed with 
a hearty vote of thanks to him and Captain Alfred for presiding.—C. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Three special prizes were fished for on February 11 ; several members were 
out, but owing to the flooded state of the rivers only one of the prizes was 
taken, that being by Mr. G. Wood. The two remaining prizes that were nct 
taken will be fished for again on February 25 same conditions. 











LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on February 11th and returned with some good sport. 
Although the waters were so bad, they fcurd fish somewhere. The following 
members weighed in :—Mr. Letch headed the list with a fine show of roach, 
cre of his roach weighing I lb. 10 0z., and fine dace; Mr. H. Moore came 
seccnd with a fire shew of perch, he also having a fine perch weighing 1 Ib, 
13 oz.; Mr. Harwood had a fine show ef 10ach; Mr. Petrie had some roach ; 
Mr. Scott was out on Mondpy, 12th, andieturned with a fine show of roach,— 
W.H. Evans, sec. 

February 15 —-— 
RICHMOND PISCATORTAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. Dickinson, Vice-Chaiimun, +nnounced on Wednesday that the Thames 
at Kingston was 8 feet 2 inches above summer level, and the water reaching to 
hiskitchen door. Raining hard; great prospect of fucther rain and wind, 
barometer lowering. Paddocks in home park completely submerged. Yn last 
week’s issue the prize given for gross weight of jack by Messrs. Powell and 
Dwelly, should read ‘‘ handsome set of carvers in polished case,’’ and not 
“‘cards.”’—J. H. GAUNT, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS., 

It was deciced, owing to the state of the river, to postpone the competition 
that was to have taken place on the 18th. This notice to be sufficient to all 
members, —PIXI@. ee 

SOUTH EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above society met at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E., on 
Wednesday evening last, at 8.30. At the conclusion of the business, Messrs. 
Hutchinson and Holben played several duets, which were much appreciated. 
Some capital songs were also rendered by the visitors and members present, 
and thus a very happy evening was spent. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

Tn consequence of the flooded state of the rivers, the competition for Messrs. 
Elliott and Lambert’s prizes did not take place, but will be competed for, with 
others, on the 14th March. The where and how to fish for these prizes will be 
decided at the ordinary meeting preceding the outing, at which all members are 
requested to attend.—PIXIE. — - 
WALTONIANS. 

After a long series of blanks, Iam pleased to be able to have anything to 
report. On the 11th, Mr. Thos. Watkins had a show of roach, 4 Ib. 12} 02. 
dace, 2 lb. 24 oz., and a perch, 9} 0z. The fish were all in fine condition and 
very handsome,—A, J. MARRIO1T. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS 
At a meeting held at headquarters on the 15th, Mr. Bansback in the chair, 
it was decided that an open competition take place on the 21st, for Mr, Russell’s, 
£1 1., and Mr. Hart’s pictures. Mr. Hart will also give tos. 6d. for th 
heaviest weight of all fish, bar jack, taken on the 14th March.—PIxtr, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 
Morning. 





TIME OF 


Afternoon, 


London Bridge a Ht iD Clee eine O48 0 
Putney.. ae Ar an Bo LEW hos 11.28 
HSEW! ee ee a 1 es Wie ete A, lh B53 
Richmond 9 of sie Se GEE ee ay Pe 


Ancholme District- 

At the time of sending off this report the sun is shining brightly, but, alas! 
like many other correspondents, I have pretty well nigh Jost all faith in the 
final clearing up of the weather. 1 drove over to Brigg the other day, and 
found that the river had burst its banks near the brickfield, and acres of land 
were under water. The times are bad for both sheep and fishermen. The 
former, in many places, cannot find a dry place on which to lie, and the latter 
have again to wind up. I tumed out 2500 Vontinalis fry from the Manor 
Fishery this week into one of the feeders of the main river.—THomas Forp, 


Caistor. 
Ballynahinch. 


The water on above fishery has only been fished two days since last report, 
and has been successful in producing two springers, 12 and 15]b. Mr. R E. 
Austice has commenced to-day (Wednesday), and I feel certain will have some 
good fishing. The weather has been very stormy, accompanied by heavy hail 
sh.wers, the whole of last week’s wind varying from the south-east to south 
and syuth-west.—WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Chichester. 


~ Pluvial visitations hive been during the past week frequent, and to anglers 
most unsatisfactory. Arrangements for the coming morrow have ended in a 
compulsory absence from the waterside. ‘Those who have braved the elements 
lave been but ill rewarded for their pains. A few good bream have been taken, 
and plenty of small roach—useful for bait should King Frost deign to put 
Fsox lucius on his mettle. Respecting that great bone of contention—swans 
on the canal—it has been decided to await events, and pen the birds during 
the close season until their development is more marked ; then possibly the 
excess of the male portion will grace the festive board. To-day (Thursday) has 
been fine, and the water here in fair condition. One fine day will now render 
it in prime order for all kind of fishing. —GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Dove. 

Rain has fallen more or less heavily almost every day since I last wrote, and 
the river is now running bank-high and as thick as a puddle. Towards the 
end of Jast weeka few good trout were killed in the coloured water with the 
minnow, particularly in the tributaries. A fine brace, for example, were taken 
in the Bentley Brook, the pair scaling close on 4]b. ‘There have been scarcely 
any fly-fishermen out, for it would have been quite useless their attempting 
that method of angling. The weather to-day (Thursday) seems to have got the 
turn, for the sun has been shining for many hours, and I fancy if the wet con- 
tinues to hold off all kinds of fish would be found well on the feed. The most 
killing flies if the water gets right, will, I fancy, be proved to be the blue dun 
and the February red.—THE SPLODSER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 


Since the opening season the river has been in a ccnstant state of fiood. On 
the first night the boats put off at twelve, and each side, namely, Mrs. Clarke’s 
and Armathwaite Club, succeeded in getting clean fish. No rods have been 
out at all, and the sewer water coming from the hillsinto the river, it must be 
some days before any sport can be expected.—SkIDDAW. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


We have had a wet, stormy week, with a succession of floods. Not 
a line has been thrown. The river 1s now bank-lull, and will not 
be fit for salmon-fishing for several days. Your correspondent, Mr. 
H. S. Hall, asks for intommation as to the fishing in the upper 
part of the Eden. I quite agree with the editor of the FisHING GAzgTTR, that 
the five miles above Armathwaite is a good stretch for trout fishing. But it is 
now strictly preserved, so that Armathwaite would not do for Mr, Hall to tase 
up his quarters at. I would recommend him to apply to Mr Francis Parker, of 
Acorn Hank, Penrith, for a ticket in the Eden and Kamont Association, and to 
put up at Penrith the first day, till he looks about him, and _ finds a quiet billet 
to his liking. He would have the privilege cf fishing the ‘‘ Lowther, ’ in which 
there are some very good trout—at least, so I am told ; but I never fished -it. 
The trout inthe Eden and Eamont will run about three to the pound.—SILvER 


GREY, 
Exe (Exeter), 


The whole country round about is flooded, and the damage to preperty and 
loss very great. Angling prospects four some days to come, even with a 
change in the weather, are far from rosy. Literally nothing doing.—J, A. 
K‘LLEY. 





Exe (Tiverton). 
Since my last report the river has been, and is now, in flood, winds an1l 
heavy rains continuing every day. There will be no fishing until a change of 
weather.—WM, MuDFORD, 
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Lea (Ware). 


The water for the past week has been indeed p’entiful—in fact, flooded 
everywhere; but if we hayeno more rain this side of Saturday this part of the | 
Lea will be in a splendid condition for all-round fishing. 


Leicester. 

Since my last contribution the weather has again been of the most variable 
nature, heavy snowstorms being the rule, with occasional glimpses of sunshine 
and a few hout’s cessation of the downpour, so that the poor angler almost gets 
placed in a quandary, as, should he start out ia fine weather, there is the 
greatest possibility of his returning home half drowned. On Saturday, 3rd 
inst., a fair number were at work in the local society’s waters, and a good 
many also journeyed by train to the outlying places; but sport upon the whole 
was of but a moderate character, the principal of the takes being roach, with 
an odd brace or two of pike. Monday was one of the most favourable days that 


‘we have had for some weeks, consequently anglers mustered in greater force 


than usual, and the majority were successful, as the roach were biting freely. 
Among the best of the catches may be noticed that of Mr. A. James, a brace 
of pike, weighing 6} lb. and 4 lb. ; and Mr, Arthur Smith was also to the fore 
among the chub at Aylestone, landing a splendid brace in excellent condition, 
weighing respectively 5 lb. and 3} 1b. ‘The best fish of the pair was presented 
to the Leicester Town Museum, as Mr. Brown, the curator, is setting up a 
case of the different species of fish taken from the waters in this neighbour- 
hood. During the last day or two anglers have again been stopped, in 
consequence of the heavy floods. On Thursday rain fell incessantly, so the 
fishing will be impracticable for some days to come.— ALERT. 
[Received too late for last week.—Ep. ] 


The weather we have had lately might almost be called a complete swindle, 
as with occasional mornings giving a somewhat cheerful outlooxs and ter- 
minating in weather of the most wretched character, and the heavy down- 
pours, not a single day has beensuch that was any way suitable for angling 
As a matter of consequence, fishing items in this locality are very scarce. The 
rivers in Leicestershire have generally overflowed their banks, and extensive 
fluods have occurred. In many places on each side of the streams, as far 
as the eye could see, the land appeared like a vast sea, with occasional 
trees and hedgerows to indicate its existence. Happily, however, up to the 
present time, but little damage has been reported. At Leicester, Birstall, Thur- 
maston, Syston, Sibly, Loughborough, Melton Mowbray, and all along the 
valley of the Soar the floods are very heavy, and with the showers at the 
latter part of this week, it is most likely that the waters may 
rise still further. Unfortunately, my notes last week did not reach the printer 
in time for publication ; but as the weather from the 3rd to the froth inst. 
was only occasionally fit, not much was done. A good many of the local devotees 
travelled by train to try their luck at the waters a short distance from Lei- 
ceister, but sport upon the whole was but moderate, the principal takes being 
roach, with an odd brace or two of pike. Monday, tke 5th inst., was one of 
the most favourble day we have had for some weeks past, consequently anglers 
mustered in stronger force than usual, and the majority were successful, as the 
roach were biting freely. Among the best catches may be noticed that of 
Mr. C. James, who landed a brace of pike, weighing 6} 1b. and 41b., and Mr. 
Arthur Smich was also tothe fore among the chub at Ayles'one capturing a 
salendid brace in excellent condition. weighing, respectively, 5lb. and 3} 1b. 
The best fish of the pair was presented t» the Leicester Town Museum, as 
Mr. Brown, the Curator, is setting up a case of the different species of fish 
taken from the waters in this neighbourhood. At thetime of writing (late on 
Thursday night), the weather is fine,.with aclear sky, giving strong hopes of 
an improvement atmospherically.—ALERT. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


I shall feel lost without living in two feet of water. I have enjoyed myself 
this week—no fish better. At thé time of writing I have three feet of flood 
water outside of window, and my chair I am sitting on stands in two feet ; it 
is so pleasant and the rain pours down in torrents. Last Saturday we had 
three gentlemen down a-fishing ; not one of them had even a knock. It is 
something cruel for anglers, it will take three days for the water to get into 
the river again, so there cannot be any chance for fishing for another we2k. 
Wind full east.—HurLry Trout. P 


Moy (Ireland). 


The fishing season opened here on the Ist inst. River and lake very high. 
Must come down several feet before it is in good angling trim. A large 
number of spring fish have made their way into the lake, having no obstruction 
before them. Some good fish were taken in the weirs the first day the traps 
were put down. Every prospect of a good angling spring season. Some fair 
baskets of white trout have been got by anglers on the Bunree, a tributary of the 
Moy, and if the weather was favourable good sport might be looked for,—F. 
HEARNS. 

[Received too late for last week.—Eb. ] 


Ness (Inverness.) 


The fishing season with rod and net opened here on Munday last. The water 
and weather were not all that could be desired. Aneighth-part of the lower 
water which extends for more than three miles, belongs to the town of Inyer- 
ness, and the Town Council thr_-ws it open to the puolic one day out of eight. 
Therefore, anyone may fish that part. The opening has hitherto been a free 
day. A number of the local anglers were out ea:ly and some very good basxets 
of trout were got with the worm. A large number of salmon kelts were landed 
during the day, but were all returned to the water again. At the dockpoad 
net fishing ; only six salmon were taken, the largest scaling 30 lb. The 
killing flies are march-brown, blue-dun, yellow-dun, and pr fessor. The best 
mouths for trout fishing are February, March, July, and August, and for rid 
salmon fishing, July, August, and September. The river has risen 10 inches 
since Monday. To-day, Wednesday, the weather is more set'led. We hope 
the water will be in better condition by next Wednesday, our free fishing 
day.—DONALD WATSON, 


Swale. : 

The last disastrous floods (the highest perhaps ever known) have wrought the 
greatest destruction all down the valley. Hundreds of pounds’ worth of pro- 
perty have beendestroyed. Acres of turnips have been washed out of the fields, 
and whole flocks of sheep swept away. Paper millsa d pleasure-gardens have 
alike suffered wreck, and nearly all the bridges in the valley are swept away—_ 
Gunnerside Bridge, Isles Bridge, Downholme Bridge, I »w Muta Bridge, &c.. 
have all more or loss been swallowed up by the surying waters.—JHOMAS 
Forp. 
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Taw (Barnstaple.) 
Although the rivers are much too high, some dishes of trout have been taken. 
The owners have not yet decided upon opening the rivers; but the next report 
will contain fuller information.—Rusty GAME. 


Thames (Oxford). 


Since I last wrote things have been’ growing worse and worse, dor we have had 
an almost unceasing deluge of rain, varied only once or twice by a glimpse of 
sunshine: this (the rain, not the sunshine) has brought the water up to an almost 
unparalleled extent. Some of the roads outside the city are impassable, and it is 
impossible to do anything in the angling lme, except to sit over the fire indulging 
in retrospective thought of what has been, and kill our fish again, which, some- 
how or other, seem to grow in weight every time we talk of them. On Saturday 
Thad a run over to Radby by the first train, hoping the rain which fell on the 
two prececing days had not materially affected the river to the extent of render- 
ing fishing useless, and that there might be a chance of picking up a jack or a 
few perch in the eddies ; ‘Mais l‘homme propose, et le bon Dieu dispose,’’ 
for as the train passed over the black bridge above Osney, the Thames was only 
distinguishable by a deep ochre-coloured streak from the surrounding waste of 
water, and without even unpacking my rod, [ walked over to the Railway Inn, 
had a smoke and a glass of bitter, and returned to Oxford by the 10.45. Mr. 
Ebenezer Greenaway, the attendant at the’ Varsity bathing-place, informs mea 
rather curious specimen of Esox Lucius was taken on the same day from Port 
Meadow Stream by Mr. Abel Beesley. The fish weighed 3 lb 2 oz, but in 
length did not measure more than a foot, and it rejoiced in a head of the most 
infinitesimal proportions to the rest of the body. I was unable to get a sight 
of it, as it had been disposed of in a raffle, but it was evidently rather a lusus 
naturze, and better worth preserving than cooking. Oa February 11th I walked 
along the canal as far as Kingsbrook; a few people were out; but with the 
exception of a chub about 14 Ib. taken at the drawbridge below the Red House, 
and a couple of perch which I should judge $1b. and 1 1b. respectively, nothing 
worth recording had been caught, bu; !fthe Canal Company would only strictly 
preserve this piece of water, it wuld soon become one of the best angling 
resorts in Oxfordshire. Being supplied direct from the Cherwell at Hampton Gap, 

_ immediately it is refilled the fish become as plentiful as ever. Many a big 
chub has succumbed there before daybreak in the summer to my superior 
cunning. 

Torcross Sey (South Devon.) 


The above has opened with every prospect of a good season for spinning; 
all the weeds are cleared, and one gentleman, to-dav, had two hours’ spinning, 
and succeeded in landing four pike, the largest about 8lb. I hope to give a 
son favourable result next week, as the water is now very thick.— 

ICK, 


Trent 


This river during the week has.been high and flooded, and very few anglers 
have been out. Sport has, therefore, been out of the question, and until a 
change for the better happens piscators cannot expect to work ‘“ wonders.’’ 
The pike season is rapidly diawing to a close, and so far as sport is concerned it 
has probably been one of the worst on record. On Thursday, through rain, the 
river came on rapidly and was simply unfishable-—Man AT THE CLUBS. 


Trent (Newark). 


Since I sent off my last report a heavy flood has swept down the val'ey of 
the Trent—miles of meadow land being comp’etely submerged. To-day 
(Thursday) the water is going down very nicely, but it will take a week yet to 
get it into anything like condition. Nothing whatever has been done this week, 
as it was an utter impossibility to get anywhere uear the river side. We seem 
to have no chance of wetting a line, for no sooner has one flood cleared off 
than heavy rains cause another, and this has continued now for about four 
months. But we must hope for the good time coming, for I for one should 
like another day or two before the fast approaching 15th of March puts astop 
to angling operations. —THE TRENT OTTER. 


; Trent (Nott ngham), 


Angling pursuits have not been attended with much success for several weeks 
past, and only during the last few days another flood has been experienced. On 
Wednesday, however, the water began to recede, and on the following day 
rodsters were justable to operate in the slacks. Some few lots of dace and roach 
were taken with the cockspur worm in the Wilford allotment, and a splendid 
bag of roach was brought down from T,ent Loch. These fish, I believe, were 
killed at the mouth of the Soar, which runs into the Trent above Thrumpton 
Bridge. Pike anglers, so far as the river is concerned, are still idle, but an 
enormous take reaches me from a private lake not a hundred miles from Mans 
field. The fish weighed upwards of 130 lb., the largest being 14} 1b., and the 
smallest 5} 1b.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Tweed. 


Salmon-rod fishinz on the Tweed and its tributaries, the largest of which is 
the leviot, commenced on Thursday, last week, and although the water was 
not in good ang ing c. ndition, yet many of the more enthusiastic patrons of the 
sport were out on the more shallow casts, all anxious to have the honour of killing 
the first cle.n salmon of the season. On the opening day, on the Hendersyde 
water, five salmon were landed by Mr. Jas. Kerss, but they were all again 
returned to the river. On the following day, however, Dame Fortune smiled 
on this gentleman, as after landing three unseasonable fish, he hooked and 
killed a beautiful small clean salmon. This fish was killed on the Hendersyde 
water, and it may be here remarked that this water for the past half-dozen years 
has yielded the first salmon of the spring season, the fish having b<en killed 
either by Mr James Kerss or Mr. Thomas Johnston, wine and spirit merchant, 
Kelso, the latter gentleman having the honour of accomplishing the feat three 
Seasons in succession on the other sa'mon water. Noclean fish have, as far as 
we are aware, been killed up to the present dare. In fact, no fishing hid 
taken place from last Friday until yesterday (Wednesday), owing to the river 
hot being in condition. A patty angling fur trout on the Tweed on Friday 
with worm killed a clean-run trout, which was about 5 Ib. weight. Angling, 
however, was resumed yesterday, but little was done. We are glad to be able 
to state that the fungoid disease has now all but disappeared, affected salmon 
being conspicuous by theirabsence. Of course there are a few to be seen yet, but 


_ they are only occasional ones, anda gentleman who is certainly well qualitied t»- 


_ know, having lived all his life as an angler on Tweedside—informs us that he 
_ has not seen fewer diseased salmon now in the Tweed during the past ten 
_ years at least, and he is under the impression that the disease has, somehow or 
_ other, received a decided check this season, but how or why, he, as we'!l as 
_ Others who have studied the subject, are not prepared to say. The fact is, 


t 


: 





nevertheless, that very few diseased fish are now to be seen in either river, 
and what few there are, seem to be very slightly affected. The prospects of 
an excellent spring season seem to be good, large numbers of salinon having 
lately ascended both rivers, while the very open weather we have had since the 
fence time set in, and up till now, have enabled the spawning fish t» get 
Nature’s duty done earlier than usual, and on all waters the reports are to the 
effect that the spawning season was a most successful one. On the Hender- 
syde water yesterday, two salmon, one a very picture, short and deep, scaling 
20 lb., and one of 63 lb. were got by Mr. Kerss, Tweedside, Kelso. 
[Too late to go in last week.—ED. ] 

With a recurrence ot floods in this river since our last notes, and these ran- 
ging from 24 feet to nearly 6 feet, little has been Jone in the way of anglivg, 
either for salmon or trout. The Hendersyde water, as is usual at the beginning 
of the season, has again proved iself the most productive. On Wednesday, 
last weex, Mr. James Kerss, on that water killed a brace of salmon, one 64 lb. 
and one 20 lb —a perfect picture to behold. On the day following, but on 
the same casts, Mr. Kerss again had as Imon, which turned the sca'e at 10 lb. 
The rivers, however, now (Tuesday evening) commenced to rise, and angling 
was put a stop to until Monday, the water on Saturday night having been 
nearly 6 feet above the usual level. Although there was still about 14 feet of 
flood water in the rivers on Monday, angling was practicable on a few of the 
sha'low casts and streams. On that day, oo the upper Hendersyde water, Mr. — 
J. Kerss was again successful in killing a brace of salmon. These captures 
Were made during the fore part of the day, but later on the rivers rose very 
suddenly, and on Monday night the Tweedometer at Kelso Bridge registered 6 
feet of flood water, and on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday both rivers 
were still running pretty full, although during the middle of the latter day 
angling was practicable on the streams and shallows. Angling proper, how- 
ever, will not take place for about a week or ten days yet, and as these floods 
have brought up large quantities of cle:n fish from the sea, the prospects of 
the rod angler look rosy enough. Inthe me:ntime, we are glad tobe able 
to state that diseased salmon have been all cleared away by these floods, and 
they are very conspicuous by their absence. To day the weather is more 
settled. _MAXWHEEL, Kelso, Feb 15. 


Witham (Boston). 


Anglers have very near y abandoned all hope of being able to reduce the 
quantity of pike in the Witham and larger drains in this district. Tnere are a 
great m ny fish of this class now in the waters of the assosiation, and many 
anglers in the interests of the fishery in the summer months, have been anxious 
to reduce them; but rsin upon rain has caused flood upon floof, until the 
season is well nigh frittered away, and there is nothing done. The close time 
prescribed by the Mundella Act prevents the pursuit later than the 15th prox., 
aud hence it may be that the supply of roach, rudd, and other fish affording 
summer sport may not be so full as desired nexs season. This is unfortunate. 
But the waters in this loc:lity are wonderful y recuperative ; clear, deep, and 
slow-runn‘ng, they are in the summertime, capital means for bringing the fry 
to perfection. An undue quantity of pike, however, is a ways anuisance The 
prospects for the coming week, I am sorry to say, are but very gloomy. Unless 
we have fine weather none will fish, but supposing it to continue fair, the 
Mount and other small drains might be got. at about Monday. Iam glad to 
note that I heard some suggestions the other day as to propagating trout in the 
Lincolnshire drains. Possibly during the ciose time some practical scheme may 
be matured. The imposition of a trout tax in Yorkshire may do something to 
further this movement.—THE YELLOW BELLy. 


Wye and Derwent. 


The weather since my last report has been all against the ang’er—viz., rain, 
wind, and sleet on most days; but, with all these drawbacks there, has been a 
fair quantity of bottom and pike fishers only between Darley-bridge and 
Ambergate, and baskets of 4 to 73 brace per angler have been made, all 
killed with cockspur and brandling worms. The fish killed have been trout, 
grayling, roach, dace, and chub. The drill-sergeant of Wirksworth, while pike- 
fishing with live bait in the Derwent, below Cromford, succeeded in killing a 
most splendid pike of 173 lb. weight. It is my belief that we have pike in the 
Derwent river, especially below Cromfurd-bridge, more than 20 Ib. each, and 
many of them, if the weather will but take up, and be fine. The Wye ought to 
be all right for fly fishing by next Tuesday. Bumble, claret-body, furnace, and 
spider flies will be found killers —GrorGu JAuEs Eaton. 


Yore (Hawes). 


The annual meeting of the Hawes and High Abbotside Angling Association 
was held at the house of the secre’ary, the Crown Inn on We inesday evening, 
the 7th inst., when the balance-sheet was read, which showed the assoc ation 
to have nearly £13 in hand. The officers and committee were re-appointed. 
The tickets are—tor residents, 5s. and 2s. the season, according to the status of 
the member ; Ios. for non-residents, or Is. per diem. Grayling-fishing is in 
future to finish on the 20th December each year. No grayling fishing to be 
indulged in from the close of the trout season till the 20th October, al hough 
they may be taken all the trout season. The tickets for grayling (for non- 
residents) during the season, 5s. Your correspondent, ‘‘R. G.,’’ is in error 
when he states the reward to be 2s. 6d foc information with respect to spawns 
fishers, as the association dves not undertake to prosecute for the offence, but 
in offers £2 reward for such information as will le:d to the conviction of 
poachers. I have never heard of a conviction, and I d> not suppose anyone 
else everhas. Iam sure, if the Conservators loo’ sharp, they will sson be able 
to detect the cowl-net gentry at their work. Every heavy water sees one or 
other out. Ifal the cowl-nets and long nets in this locality were taxed, the 
Board of Conservaturs would find their funds considerably augmented. The 
season opens on Wednesd.y, and I shall very probably have to report the 
capture of sume heavy baskets although these will no doubt be due to ** Wens. 
leydate cheese.’’ The water is ia high flood to-d-y, and every appearance of 
continued rains. Cousiderable quantities of s:ow yet on the hills. Ang ing 
will be anything but comfortable for some time vet. I see my friends from 
Ingleton and Askholme h ve entered on their duties as contributors to 
the GAzaTre. I know it will be a source of pleasure to them, as they are both 
ardent followers of the gentle art. I was minusa ‘‘cac hes scribendi’’ last week, 
so you must excuse me, and I will endzavour to maze it up next week with a 
‘currente calamo,’’— JOSEPH Corry. 








FREE FisainG Days ON THE River Ness —1883—February, 12, 21} 
Marchiiemiz, 21, 30: Apcil,-9, 18,27); May 7, 16; 25:June, 4,° 13,222: 
July, 2, 11, 20. 30; August, 8, 17, 27; September, 5, 14, 24; October, 3, 12; 
Mr. Donald Watson, fishing tackle maker, I9, Ingles-street Inverness, can 
give further information. Free days fall upon Mondays, Wednesdays, ana 
Fridays. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

E. E. S.—Before putting your pike lines away for the season, see they are quite 
dry. The fat from sheep's tail is an excellent thing to rub them with, 
and will preserve them from damp air. See they are safe from mice, 

S. F. C.—There is nothing very wonderful in the pike incident you describe, 
and we do not understand what you mean by ‘‘spinning with the dead 
gorge.” ‘ , 

VENO, B.A.—It is illegal to preserve salmon ova, and you will get no recipe 
from us. — ED. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





PRESERVING SMALL FISH—GLYCERINE—HOW TO KILL 
MINNOWS. 

S1r,—For preserving fish different substances are in use, as, for example, 
common salt, sugar, spirit of wine, methyl-a'cohol, &c.; moreover, there has 
been suggested the emp!oyment of creusote, alum, glycerine, carbolic acid, 
hypermanganate of potash, sulphate of zinc, arsenic, boracic and chromic acid, 
&c. The preserving power of the last-mentioned chemicals is very great 
indeed, but some of them are so highly poisonous that they are very dangerous 
to handle; therefore, it is better for the angler to have nothing to do with stuffs 
like arsenic or chromic acid. The others are as good preservers, too—such, for 
example, as creosote or sulphate of zinc; but as their preserving faculty arises 
from their power of coagulating the albumen, and therefore also the slime or 
the mucous substance which covers the scales of fish, they are of no use for 
preserving fishes f-r angling purposes, because the slime on the scales, in the 
eyes, and on the fins coagulates by its use, covers it with a whiteish or blueish 
coat, cnd deprives the fishes of their natural brilliancy and colour. 

Alcohol and methyl-alcohol produce the same effect more or less, according 
to their strength. Sugaris also an antiseptic, and its action is nearly the same 
as that of glycerine. 

The action of common salt as an excellent fish-preserver is universally known, 
and salt has the preference to others that it is very cheap, and to be got every- 
where. It seems to me that minnows preserved in a layer of salt, or in a strong 
pickle, are better taken by trout than those preserved in methyl-alcohol, 
commonalcohol, or sugar, and sometimes even better than the natural minnow 
himself. But the employing of salt alone bears the disadvantage that the baits, 
especially minnows, shrivel to mere skeletons, because the salt extracts any 
juice out of the minnow’s body, and thus makes them often unfit for spinning, 
Glycerine has been recommended for preserving fishes: for a short time it 
answers well, and in some cases it can be surpassed by nothing else, indeed. 
Fishes preserved in glycerine, and exhibited in long and low square glass 
vessels, afford a beautiful aspect, as they retain all their natural colours, and the 
brilliancy of their scales is even greater than is was when they were alive, 
because, by the agency of the glycerine all the slime is removed. To wit, 
glycerine, even in a diluted state, has the power of diss :lving the slime which 
covers the scales, but, unfortunately, also the power of dissolving, yet slowly, 
the whole fish up to the bones. Therefore, fishes, prepared with glycerine 
alone for exhibitions, will not last beyond some months, which may be said 
to be a great pity. 

To prepare fishes in that way, they are embowelled, cleansed, and put in 
diluted glycerine. In the Jap:e of some days this glycerine, which has dissolved 
all the slimy and mucous substances, must be removed and fresh put in, and 
that must be done repeatedly three or four times until the fluid remains clear, 
Ass small fishes, when exposed to the action of glycerine, become soft, glycerine 
alone is not to be recommended for preserving bait. 

Common salt is soluble in a certain proportion in cold water. If you add 
glycerine to the water a greater quantity of salt will be dissolved than in pure 
water alone; therefore you can make in this wise a stronger pickle, and, whilst 
bait, put in a solution of salt a’one sbrivels much, a bait put in a compound 
of glycerine and sak not only does not shrivel, but, strange to say, swells up a 
little. But even salt is unable to stop the destroying action of the glycerine. 

It is known that alcohol, and especially methyl-alcohol, hardens the bait. 
Other preservers, such as creosote, sulphate of zinc, alum, &2, do so in a 
much higher degree ; but, as J said before, it covers it with an opaque layer of 
coagulated slime. 

Now, considering these three facts, viz.— 

1. Alcohol preserves the baits, makes them firm, but renders them opaque ; 

2. Glycerine does not act so much as a preservative, but is possessed of the 
invaluable quality (for us anglers) of dissolving the slime; and 

3. Common salt is an exquisite preservative, and imparts to the minnows a 
flavour which seems to be much esteemed by our speckled friends, the trout ; 
Here, then, you have it in your power to compose a mixture which will 
answer all the reasonable claims demanded of a bait-preserving fluid. Supposing 
you wish to make such a preservative, proceed as follows :— 

Take a quantity of glycerine, as it is commonly sold, dilute it with two parts 
of cold water, by measure, and dissolve as mach of common salt as it will take 
up, then add of the best refined methyl-alcohol only such a quantity that neither 
on the fins nor on the eyes of a minnow, which you have put for a trial into the 
liquid, a coating is visible; should you have, perhaps, added too much of 
methyl-alcohol you can mend it by admixing a small quantity more of glycerine. 
Then take your minnows, killed in a manner which is described afterwards, put 
them into the preserving liquid for five or six hours, changing the liquid two or 
three times during that time. For minnows, an exposure of five or six hours is 
sufficient, for larger bait ten to twelve hours is not too much. If you mean to 
make a store of dry bait, put them on a piece of paper, and dry them in a cool 
and shady place. 

Minnows, preserved in this way and dried, wil last a long time. Before 
using them, they must be soaked for several hours in cold or in tepid water. 
When kept too dry, for a long time the salt will come forth. This is a simple, 
but good way of making use of the glycerine for preserving small fish asa 
spinning bait. 

But I can recommend strongly the use of another liquor, the composition of 
which I am going to specify forthwith. 

Some years ago, Dr. Wikersheimer, of Berlin, who is an authority in pre- 
serving matters, published several prescriptions for preserving different matters, 
mainly tor medical purposes, such as intestines, whole animal bodies, &c. 
Amongst other things he also employs salt, saltpetre, alum, potash, glycerine, 
methyl-alcohol, arsenic, &c, After having tried the different compositions, 1 


glycerine preserving the colours of fish. 
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have found one of Dr. Wikersheimer’s prescriptions, only omitting the arsenic, 
answer our purposes to perfection, and [ am much pleased to communicate it to 
those readers of the FisH1nG GAzETTE who till now have been, perhaps, 
ignorant of it:— > 

Too grammes of alum, * 


25 common salt, 
12 - saltpetre, 
60 0 potash, 


are dissolved in 3000 grammes (equal 3 litres) of boiling water; after cooling, 
the solution is filtered and the precipitate is put away. : 

The filtered solution is now mixed with glycerine and best refined methy- 
lated alcohol in the following proportion :— 


To 1000 grammes of the filtered solution, add 
400 7 glycerine and 
100 * methylated alcohol, 


then mix well and, if necessary, filter again. 

The liquor is colourless, as clear as the purest water, is of a very agreable 
smell, and has the invaluable property of preserving small fish without depriv- 
ing them of their natural colour and brilliancy. But as it is very probable that 
most members of the angling fraternity will find it tedious or troublesome to 
make this preservative themselves, I would suggest some of your angler 
chemists shou'd make it for sale. : 

Of coarse, this preparation will keep indefinitely. 
of small fish are treated with it in the same manner as said before. 


How To Kitt MInNows. 

Experienced anglers prefer small minnows, with a white belly, and refuse 
those which have a dark green or black belly, and they are quite right to do so, 
on account of the different reasons which have been talked over many times. 
Indeed, dark minnows are not worth the trouble of preserving them, and, un- 


Minnows and other kinds 
Now, 


fortunately, the most of them become dark before they undergo the process of. 


preserving, in consequence of a wrong treatment. ‘Therefore, care must be 
taken to pick out for preserving from the store of living minnows only those 
which have a white belly; and that they might retain it and their natural 
brilliancy and colour, too, after death, you have nothing to do but to k'll them 
with warm water. 

To that end, put the selected minnows ina pot, or in a tumbler, and add a 
small portion of water, only just enough to cover them, then suddenly pour a 
larger quantity of warm water (which fas not a higher temperature than 
40—45 deg. Celsius, equal 100o—1 10 deg. Far.) upon the minnows, which kills 
them almost instantaneously. , 

Then, as soon as you see that all the minnows are dead, pour away the warm 
water, and put the dead minnows in cold water to cool them. After cooling, 
take them out of the water, drain them, and expose them to the operation of 
preserving, 

I think that ‘A. R. I. E. L.,’”’ if he could be induced to give this treatment 
a trial, will be pleased to see that the minnows have retained their natural 
colour, their white bellies, and their firmness; and I, for my part, will be very 
much pleased to send to you, Mr. Editor, for ‘‘A. R. I. E. L.’s”’ inspection, 
in the course of the next week, some samples of different kinds of paraffin. 
dressed lines, and I hope he will not find them bad.—I am, &c., j 

Briinn, Austria, Feb. 9. ; Emit WEEGER. 

[This interesting letter will be much appreciated by our readers, and we Lope 
that Mr. Thomas, Mr. King, and other angling friends who are also chemists, 
will make the ‘* Weeger Fish Preservative.” At the same time, we want to 
find some cheap and simple thing which any angler can make himself; and we 
cannot help thinking that Mr. Thomas is on the right track with his boracic 
acid, and we would ask him to try the effect of dissolved sugar with a little 
boracic acid. If it answers, as we think it will, this will be cheaper than 
methyiated spirit. 

Dr. Weeger’s plan for killing minnows, so as to make them retain their 
white bellies, is a most simple and valuable one and we are glad to see his 
long angling experience bears out what we said the other day as to salted 
minnows being attractive to trout. It is true that salt shrinks them, and so it 
is always advisable to allow a little for shriaking when selecting your minnows 
for pickle. By the way, regarding the paraflin-cum-resin line preparation, 
Dr. W:<eger sends us a sample of the stuff he calls ‘‘ tufa,’’ and we find it is 
very finely-powdered tufa stone, and not pumice stone; indeed, the Dr. says 
the latter must not be used. It is like French chalk or powdered talc, beauti- 
fully smooth, and not rough like pumice. We hope ‘‘A. R. I, E. L.’ will 
see this correction.—ED. ] 


DR. WEEGER’S WATERPROOF FOR LINES. 

Sm,—After many experiments, I can safely say that lines carefully prepared 
with this process (as fully set out in the doctor’s letter in your issue of the 27th 
ult., page 45) leave nothing to be desired, being splendid. The finish, how- 
ever, should be, as you now inform me, talc, zo¢ pumice, or tufa, and I find the 
addition of a small portion of camphor is an improvement. 

I showed a number of lines at the Gresham last Tuesday; they were much 
admired. I also showed the vaw materials, and explained their manipulation. 

I had some samples of wrdressed lines, sent me by the manufacturer, which I 
prepared, JI send them for your inspection. These samples I also showed at 
the Gresham meeting. j 

Individually tendering my thanks to the doctor for the great boon conferred 
by himself and brother disciples of Izaak Walton,—I am, &c., 

2, Comberton Road, Upper Clapton. ; Henry Howsz. 

[Some of the samples Mr. Howse sends us are very nice indeed.-ED ]_ . 


GLYCERINE AS A FISH PRESERVATIVE. 
Sr1r,—I send a few lines in answer to the Editorial query, page 59, ‘‘ whether 
the solvent powers of glycerine will not preclude its use in preserving baits for 


spinning,’’ and to Mr. H. S. Hall, page 70, as to preserving the natural colours — 


of fish. I do not think, theoretically, and judging by the appearance of my 
specimens of trout and perch now about 28 years old,that, at any rate, dace 
and minnows would be injured for spinning by its use, unless kept for years; 
the addition of boracic acid suggested by Mr. Thomas, page 70, it being a 
strong astringent, would doubtless toughen the skin. I have no doubt of pure 

In all these matters, however, a little 
fact is worth much theory ;.and as pure glycerine is now happily within the 


reach of all (when I knew glycerine first, very far from pure was sold at a guinea” 





[* The gramme is equal to 15 English grains; the litre nearly to 1? pints.— 
D. 
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a pound), [recommend your correspondents trying experiments themselves. 
The only fact I can give, in addition to my old specimens, is thas many years 
‘ago, my father teing an old fisherman, I wanted him to taste one of the fine 
red trout from a happy fishing- ground in the Highlands, fresh as it came from 
the water. So JI glycerined a fine trout: it looked, colours and all, as if fresh 
caught; but alas! when cooked, had no taste of trout, but was only sweet. 
When experiments are being tried glycerine shoud be kept in well-closed 
vessels, as its greediness for water makesit take it from the atmosphere and 
become diluted. Its great solvent powers, much used in medicinal preparations 
even before the noasalcohol crusade, wou'd not, [ think, act on a fish skin—at 
any rate, for many months —I am, &c., Ge Pi sW: 
[We find that the boracic acid toughens dace and minnows, and the glycerine 
keeps them bright, dt the fish shrink and shrivel up so much under this treat- 
‘ment that it may be difficult to get a spin out of them. Will Mr. Thomas 
kindly say the least quantity of the acid which can be used with effect, say per 
pint of glycerine ?— Ep. ] 


ANGLING AT REDDITCH. 
Srr,—I saw an account in the FisninG GAzerrs of Saturday last of Mr. J. 
Paddock and a friend having taken 80 1b. of roach and dace in the Wotton 
waters inthree and 2 quarter hours. I think, before witing, ‘‘ Angler ’’ should 
have been carelul to ascertain the facts, which are these: Mr. Paddock and 
friend took 80 fish (not 80 1b.) ; most of them’were suitable for pike baits, and 
I question if half-a dozen reached } 1b. each.—lam, &c., 
ANOTHER ANGLER. 





READING AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Stm—I had hoped to be able to rep'y by this time to the queries of ‘Argus ” 
in the GAzeTTeof the 3rd inst. We are quite assured of thevalidity of therights we 
have acquired in the ‘* Clappers ’’ pool ; but have not quite decided as yet how 
best to use those tights for the public good, which was our sole object in taking 
the lease. 

The other “private fi hing in the neighbourhood "’ meant several miles of the 
Loddon (as mentioned in the report presented at our annual meeting to-day) 
and other waters I am not yet justified in naming, but which have no connection 
with the question :f Thames rights. Ican assure ‘Argus’? we have no idea of 
“undermining the principles of the operations of the Thames Rights Defence 
Commit‘ee.’’—I am, etc., ARTHUR C. Butter, Hon. Sec. 

Reading, February 13, 1883. 


DIRECTIONS IN NOTTINGHAM SPINNING, 

Srr,—I have to thank ‘‘Crystal’’ for his csmplimentary remarks on my 
article, andcan assure him nothing gives me more pleasure than to do or write 
something which is appreciated by my brother anglers. To answer his queries 
as I should wish would necessitate my writing another article, which I hope 
soon to do, and willask our Editor to be good enough to insert it in the 
GAzetTr. In the meantime, perhaps ‘Crystal’? will accept the following 
replies. Lines : —For light fishing any line as fine as the Manchester Cotton 
Company’s No. 14 sample (about the coarseness of a weak pin), but for heavier 
fishing a line as fine as their Nos. 6 and7 samples (about as coarse as ordinary 
hairpins), either prepared or plain, but withous the s'ightest suspicion of sticki- 
ness or roughness. Rod :—For heavy fishing the one I use is 13 feet long, the 
butt joint weighs 113 oz., the second joint 54 oz., and the two remaining jo nts 
3 oz. ; for lighter fishing a lighter rod, but not too springy. Winch :—For 
heavy line 3} to 4 inches in the barrel, and for lighter work 3 to 3% inches, the 
barrels to be the lightest possible weight. Ido not consider the winch which 
runs the greatest length of time is necessarily the most suitable one. ‘Trout 
fishing : —My knowledge of this is rather limited, and confined to fishing the 
Thames weirs, andthe rough water below them. Ithen always spin Notting- 
ham style with the lighter kind of tackle——I am, &c., 

R. W. Hospen. 


APPEAL FOR POOR FISHERMEN. 

Sir,—The following additional sums have been received:—For ‘‘ A Poor 
Fisherman,’’ Mr. G. E. Walker, Ios., and Mr. H. B. Eyre, 5s. For George 
Hone, Mr. EI. B. Eyre and Mr. M. H. Blamey, 5s. each. 

With the present prospects of no more fishing this season more help is 
necessary.—I am, &c., B, 


THAMES FISHERMEN’S PROVIDENT AND BENEFIT SOCIETY. 
) S1r,—I should be very 7 leased to join with Mr. Little in forming a committee 
to carry out our views to aid the Thames fishermen, and enclose a few 
suggestions 9f such a society as a ‘‘ Thames Hishermen’s Provident and Benefit 
Society”? :— 

I, Lhat this society should be called the ‘*Thames Fishermen's Provident 
and Benefit Society.’’ 

2. That only licensed Thames fishermen (at present) sha 1 benefit thereby. 

3. That it would be a good plan to invite the fishermen to subscribe weekly 
during the summer months, so as to make the society self-supporting, and 
create a feeling of independence amongst the members. 

_ 4. That voluntary subscriptions should be asked for to support the society, 
for at least the first two or th-ee years. 

5. If there is a reserve fund, it might be adapted to set a man up, if, through 
‘unavoidable circumstances or illness, he loses his tackle. 

6. That two or three Thames fishermen be invited to act on the cominittee. 

7. That the society shall consist of a president, treasurer, secretary, and 
committee, the committee having two or three members Thames fishermen 
on its board, and that it shall meet once a month. 

_ I am convinced, if properly managed, it would prove a great boon to the 
men. I shall be pleased to hear from Mr. Little on the matter.—I am, &c., 
16, Sackville Street, Piccadilly. JAMES STARTIN. 

P.S.—I had the pleasure of starting the Provident Dispensary, at Hackney, 

_ under the auspices of the Charity Organisation Society, three years ago, which, 

Lam glad to say, is doing well. So I know something of the management of 

these affairs. 





_ EFFECT OF TEMPERATURE ON HATCHING OF FISH OVA. 

_ Sir,—I am trying to hatch trout. I have put down troughs, and on the 
13th November, 1882, I put in about 7000 ova of salmo ferox. I expected they 
‘Would have been fish before this, but as yet they are only ovs. They look 
healthy enough—a fine transparent pink, with the germ in thecentre. ‘There 


ing. 





are a few dead ones amongst the lot, which I take out occasionally, I may say 
that the water is very cold, seldom above 4odeg., and sometimes as low as 
34 deg. Can you give me any idea when I may expect the fish to appear, as 
I want to have some fixed time to look forward to ?—-I am, &c., 

S., Avis Ma. Os 

[We asked-Mr. Silk, fish-culturist to the Marquis of Exeter, kindly to 
answer ‘‘Salmo’s’’ queries. He says:— . 

‘- The ova are allright. It is the cold water that keeps them so long hatch- 
With water at 49 deg., it takes sixty days to hatch; every degree below 
that adds four days to the time required, so that, if the water is 4o deg., it will 
take roo days ; and if it drops to 34 deg. at times, you will have to take the 
average, 37 deg.—that will make the ova 112 days hatching. So you need not 
expect to see any fry until the Ist of March. Every dead egg should be taken 
out as soon as it turns whi'e, after the fungus begins to form, which will be 
fatal to all eggs lying in the vicinity.—T. SILk.” 

Mr. Silk has had a long experience with the best American fish-culturists, 
and he is one of our very best English fish culturists.—ED. ] 





PRIZE-FISHING AND NEWARK ANGLERS, 

Srr,—As this correspondence has now merged into a personal matter between 
myself and the secretary of the Newark Piscatorials, I shall not attempt to 
enswer his letter in detail, but content myself by saying that I can prove every 
statement I made. 

There are grave errors in his letter. I can prove that fish have been weighed 
ia with something more inside them than a few ounces of split shots, and yet 
passed unnoticed by the weigher-in—z.e., the person booking the fish after 
weighing same. 

J. Longdon also says ‘‘ that I know nothing of the Nottingham clubs when 
I say that one fish is weighed in at half-a-dozen different clubs by half-a dozen 
different members, because it is a well-known fact that the fish are marked after 
weighing in at all the clubs(generally the tail cut) to prevent this.’? Our friend, 
J. Longdon, must surely have penned those words at random, for Rule 13 
of the Newark Piscatorials, of which club he is secretary, says :— 

*« Any member weighing in a fish will be allowed the option of weighing the 
same fish in any other elub,”? &c. 

Now, this rule condemns the secretary's statement, for there are three or four 
clubs in Newark, and some of his own members belong to two or more of those 
clubs; and after a member has weighed in a fish at one of these clubs, he brings 
the same fish to be weighed in at anothee club, whether the tail be marked or 
not, for the rule just quoted protects him. 

Whien the rules of his club were framed they had the Nottingham rules to go 
by ; and so anyone will see that in a large town like Nottingham, where there 
are many angling clubs, it would be a very easy matter for a member of one 
club to transfer a fish to a member of another club, for the secretary would not 
know how many clubs one of his own members might belong to. If J. Longdon 
would only think, he will remember fish being weighed in at his own club after 
their tails had been marked. Ihave heard members say, ‘‘Don’t mark that 
fish, for itis going tote preserved.’? There are two rf£o0z. dace in a glass case 
at the very club room of the Newark Piscatorials, and one of those dace took a 
Ist prize at that club. Did it have its tail cut, I wonder ? 

I will not refer to some other very doubtful passages in his letter, but just 
say, slightly altering his own words, that I do trust to facts, and not to fiction— 
I do trust to practical everyday experience, and not to my own imagination. 
He knows my address ; if he will favour me with his company for an hour, I will 
prove to him beyond the shadow of a doubt that all my charges are correct, 
and put him in possession of such facts that willastonish him. I must ask you, Sir, 
to publish this (the last letter I shall write on the subject) in common justice to 
myself, although I am aware that no good can be done by letters like those of J. 
Loagdon’s and mine in last week's GAZETTE. Referring to your foot-note, Sir, 
I must say that I could prove all my charges before I wrote my first letter ; 
andif J. Longdon will see meI will. Thanking you, in anticipation, for in- 
serting this explanation, for I think, Sir, you will agree itis only an act of 
justice to me,—I am, &c., 

THE TRENT OTTER. 





PRIZE-FISHING AND PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

Str,—Mr. Innes, in his letter on this question, says: ‘‘ Clubs would not be 
worth while belonging to were it not for a little competition in the way of 
prizes.’? Does not Mr. Innes find the sport, and the “ thousand and one plea- 
sures of a true angler’s life’’ sufficient, without these hatred, &c., creating 
competitions ? 

Mr. I. does not think I am a club angler, and informs me how I can remedy 
this evil. If Mr. I. had seen and heard as much as I have of the prize evil, he 
would do as I have Jately done—leave it. His experience of clubs is very 
different from mine. I fully endorse ‘‘ Arun's’? experience, viz., that the whole 
of the funds, after working expenses are paid, are devoted to prizes. 
Would it be an impertinent ques:ion to ask Mr. {. what they do with their 
money ? 

Did Mr. I. ever attend, as delegate, any of the Association’s meetings, or any 
of the visits to the clubs? If not, let me advise him to do so; and I venture 
to say he will, if he is not too devoted to the prize system, be compelled, as 
I have been, to change his opinions, 

Mr. Malcolm’s idea as to diplomas is not a bad one, if we must have coms 
petitions; but I doubt whether it would succeed. He says:—‘‘I have found 
it a fact that very few members go out unless a prize is to be fished for.’’ 
Oh! Mr, Innes, your contemplative prize-fisher really must be local to 
Clapham. 

Mr. M. does not believe that men join clubs for what is to be got out of them. 
Of course no man paysashilling expecting to gain by way of prizes two shillings ; 
but they do join for the prizes. Besides Mr. M. forgets the honour. 
What does he think of the following—a few of many cases that could be 
mentioned ? 

1, A well to-do tradesman weighed in fish which he had purchased andtooka 
Pai He was discoverei and fined; but allowed to keep the prize (an arm- 
chair). 

2. Another well-to-do man arranged with a countryman for some fish; by 
an extraordinary mistake he was found out and fined £5. 

Simply fining these men shows that this practice is not looked upon as it 
should be—viz., as robbery. 

3. At the match held at Amberley last au'umn, a man took with him about 
4 lb. of fish, which he intended to weigh in for the prizes; but, luckily for other 
prize-fishers, the fraud was discovered, At the Pulborough match, just pre- 
viously, the same man took a prize. 

4, At the 1882 Pulborough match, a well-knowa London club man weighed 
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in and took one of the prizes with such a sample of fish as would disgrace the 
merest tyro. At least two dozen weighed less than 20z., each—in fact some 
of them being very little larger than minnows. 

What did these men fish for; honour, gain, or for the love of fishing ‘* pure 
and simple’’ ? 

Your correspondent “G. R. P.”’ says that “ L. B.’’ or Mr. Hoole could not 
carry such a point as granting privilege tickets to outsiders | Who, in the 
name of wonder, said they could? NotI, most assuredly. Oh! that people 
would read. 

‘“G. R. P.”’ says that the associations get their strength from the clubs ; by 
strength he, ofcourse, means the all-needful money. Now this I must, to some 
extent, disagree with. If we except the entrance fee, from the club funds they 
do not get one single penny. It is from the payment of the shilling for the 
privilege ticket by each individual that the associations get their support, 
Anyone can join an angling club and not pay a penny towards the associations. 
&c. 

Thus we see that club men pay a shilling yearly to the associations. 

If my suggestion was carried out, each outsider who joined an association 
would pay six times as much as a club man to the funds, and the same amount 
as a club man to the United London Angling Associations’ Fisheries Society, 
or, to save any chance of disayreement between the three associations, the 
Fisheries Society could take the whole amount, and the associations would thus 
equally benefit. 

Now, as to the ‘‘ hold’ referred to by ““G. R. P.,’’ let me ask him what hold 
you have on a club man who misconducts himself and refuses to deliver up his 
tickets? I will answer in anticipation, and say, No more than you would have 
on an outsider. Besides, many men who join angling clubs are introduced by 
the landlord of the house, or are induced to apply to the secretary by the notice 


‘To anglers,’’ exposed in the bar, or even in the window, and are, as a natural» 


result, unknown to the members; but if my idea was carned out, they would have 
to be introduced by the holder of a ticket. In fact, I will go so far as to say, 
that, with due care, you would have a greater hold on outsiders than on club 
men, by reason of the introducer’s ticket being jeopardised through any mis- 
conduct of the introduced, which would make him careful for whom he stood 
surety. 

‘eG. R. P.’s’’ Jast statement is a most extraordinary one. Why, he as good 
as says doing away with prizes would be the downfall of ang'ing clubs, associa- 
tions, and, of course, anglers. If this is s», what becomes of the argument as to 
prize-fishers being ‘‘cuntemplative?’’? Where are the men who fish for the mere 
love of the thing, &c. But no, I cannot believe it. It certainly might reduce 
their number, but what of that? Of what use is a man toa club who joins for 
the prizes? None. ThenI say, the sooner, in the true interests of anglers, he 
leaves the better. Even if one-half of the present members were lost through 
‘no prizes,’’ I venture to predict that the amount at present subscribed for 
preservation purposes, &c., would be more than doubled, as it is a well-known 
fact that these men act as a drag on those who are in favour of subscribing. 

I hope club men will give the privilege ticket question their unbiassed con- 
sideration, should anyone be found bold enough to bring it before the associa- 
tions, and not be prejudiced against it, because I, who sugges ed the ide1, have 
written somewhat strongly against what I, in my humble opinion, consider 
the bad and demor.lising system of prize fishing 

Some of your correspondents seem to be in doubt as to my knowledge of club 
affairs. Allow me to inform them that I have been a member of an angling 
society for some years; that I have attended many times as delegate at the 
association’s meetings, #lso at the club visits; and that I have fished in several 
matches, and taken prizes,—I am, &c., RAVENSBOURNE. 


PEGGED-DOWN MATCHES. 
S1r,—What, inthe name of Fortune, does Mr. H. Woolfall mean by calling 
pegged-down matches an abominable practice ? 


An explanation will oblige.—I am, &c., THUNDERSTRUCK. 


PEGGED-DOWN MATCHES. 

Sir,—Will R. Woolfall, Esq., kindly inform me in what wey pegged-down 
matches areso abominable? Iam tempted to come to such terrible conclu- 
sions after reading his letter that an explanation would be quite a relief to— 

AN OLD ANGLER. 


PEGGED-DOWN MATCHES. 

Sir,— Surely R. Woolfall, Esq., must have let his feelings get the better of 
his judgment when he announced pegged-down matches as an abominable 
practice. What does he mean? Pray, why abominab'e? I have always been 
under the impression that these matches were conducted on a frinciple of fair- 
ness that cou d not be disputed, giving the worst angler an equal chance with 
those more experienced than himself. I should certainly like to know in what 
respect they are abominable more than cther matches ?—I am, &c., 

Jos TROTTER, 





PRIZE COMPETITION. 

Srr,—With regard to prize tishing clubs, | think a few of the opposition 
are a little too severe upon them. I, myself, some yea s ago, when living at 
Knaresboro’, was connected for a time with one of the so-called clubs. It was 
the means of bringing together a lot of our poorer piscators, and giving them 
an opportunity of enjoying a privilege (by the kind permission of the late 
Mr. Dent, of Ribston Hall) of fishing in a beautiful country and water which, 
otherwise, they would not have had, also a chance of exchanging views of the 
best mode of grassing the scaly boys. The entrance fees (which were con- 
siderable— 2s. 6d. each), along with other subscriptions, were divided into small 
prizes. The man who was lucky enough to win one went away rejoicing, and 
the man who was not so lucky was peitectly satisfied with his day's outing. As 
to the committee, we were great people for the day, with a rosette pinned on, 
and marching about with all the importance we could muster for the occasion 
I may add we only turned out once a year, and paid our own expenses,— 
Iam, &c., SEXTUS. 

Ripon, 

P.S.—I do not recollect ever seeing a man the worse for liquor at any of the 
competitions, 





THE WATCHET (OR IRON BLUE) AND THE BLUE UPRIGHT. 

S:x,—There is a mode of dressing the iron blue that I have not yet seen de- 
scribed in your columns. It is given in an appendix to the 1868 edition of ‘* The 
Complete Angler,” and is evidently a north-country manner of fabricating that 
fly, which is therein styled the ‘ bloa watchet,’? meaning, I presume, the iron 





blue. There is also another fly called the ‘‘ yellow watchet,’’ not unlike an 
iron blue, given in the same work. Their dressings are as under :— 

‘« Bloa watchet.—Is a small fly, and appears on the water in a cold day. The 
body, fur of a water-rat, black part of a hare’s scut, the pale roots cut off, a 
very little brown bear’s hair; warp with pale brown or olive-coloured sill: ; | 
wing of a hen blackbird.’’ 

** Yellow watchet.—Body, water-rat’s fur, the blackest part of a hare’s scut, 
greenish-yellow crewel for feet ; warp with green silk ; wing—the brightest part 
of a blackbird’s feather.”’ ‘ 

I have never dressed the iron blue in either of the above fashions, and cannot 
speak of its killing powers. The best way I have found of imitating the insect 
is to have it tied. Body—mole’s fur, spun on purple silk with a mauve tint 
in it, dun hackle for legs, and wing with water rail feather. This imitation will, 
when wet and in the water, showa mauve shade in the body which corresponds 
with that of the natural iusect, and when the fly has been used for some time, 
the colour of the silk will become more apparent as the dubbing is torn away 
by the teeth of the trout. I have sometimes seen one of these flies so worn 
that scarcely a particle of fur has been left, and the trout have taken it as well, 
or even better than before. This, however, is often the case with trout flies 
when ‘ wet’ fishing; the more ragged a fly becomes the better the fish seem to 
fancy it, and T never discard a well-worn fly so long as fish rise to it, and its 
gut holds good. 

There is one mistake—or perhaps I only fancy it to be a mistake—that is fre- 
quently made about an artificial ir»n blue. People will rib the body with silk, 
yellow, or perhaps white; to doso gives a shade to the imitation that the in- 
sect has not. On inspection its tiny body will be seen to be 1ibbed like the 
other duns are; but no silk, however fine, can imitate such ribbing, and the 
nearest thing to it is given by the lappings of the dressing silk around which the 
fur has been spun. 

Whether any of these imitations will kill on the Driffie'd water is, however, 
another matter. It is scarcely likely they willif hitherto none have been found 
successful, as on some waters where a purticular fly appears in larye numbers 
there is often found a disinc ination on the parc of the trout to take its imita- 
tion. 

For instance, here, on the Exe, sometimes when fish are rising madly to the 
March brown, they will have nothing to do with any imitation, and that fly 
which is seldom absent from an angler’s cast on many rivers, is not regularly 
used onthe Exe. Still, I once saw a gentleman, fishing with a cast of March 
brown on the Exe during a big rise, have capital sport ; he rose or hooked fish 
every cast, and twice I sawhim with two fish ‘fon’? at once, and I have often 
seen him since using a cast of March browns under apparently the same cir- 
cumstances precisely, and ca‘ching little or nothing. Again, [remember on a. 
water in Ireland, where fish on ordinary occasions 10se freely, any showy fly 
seemed to ‘‘fetch’’ them, except en certain fine summer evenings when the 
‘‘srannam’”’ came on thickly, and then artiticials were a failure; the water 
would be alive with rising fish that would not look at the artificial fly, no matter 
how closely na ure seemed to be copied. 

The suggestion of one of your correspondents to use the dry fly is a very good 
one, and failing in that, another plan might be adopted wi h success: instesd 
of copying the winged insect, let something like the iron blue rising from its 
pupa state be tried, and the best imitation for this is to be found, I believe, in 
that famous Devonshire fly the ‘‘ blue upright.’’ It is my idea that the cause 
of the hack'ed ‘blue upright’’ killing so well is that the fish take it for a 
rising fly, particularly as I find that to use it successfully the size of the upright 
is to be governed by that of the fly coming up. 

A “blue upright’’ to imitate the rising ‘‘iron blue’’ should be dressed very 
small, with hackle of the darkest b!ue dun hue that can be obtained. Body — 
peacock herl from which the down has been removed, and in selecting the strip ~ 
of herl one of a uniform brown hue should be taken, avoiding those that show 
an alternate stripe of brown and white. These variegated strips make excellent 
bodies for winged flies, and can scarcely be surpassed when they are used for 
duns, &c , but do not add to the attractions of the fly I am attempting to de- 
scribe. An upright as a pattern would, perhaps, better assist your correspond - 
ent than any lengthy description of mine, and I shalt be happy to send him 
one if he will furnish me through you with hisaddress.—I am, &c., 

RA. 


Tiverton, Feb. 4. 

[We think “R. A.’s’’ suggestion about the blue upright being taken fer fly 
rising from its caseis a very good one. It kills all the year round, and one can 
hardly point to a particular time when it kills best or least, as is the case with 
most flies. We use it generally as a drop fly. As we have often said before, 
we think the March brown a much over-rated fly.—ED. ] 


BLUE DUN FEATHERS, &c. 


Srr,—There have been several letters in the FisHinG GAZETTE lately in re- 
gard to the breed of fowls, from which to obtain the blue dun feathers, so dear 
to the fly-mikers ; but tne writers, if I m-y be pardoned fur saying s», appear 
to me to be in sesrch of totally different hues, possibly because the fisherman’s 
dun covers such a multitude of shades uf colour, and is even mo-e difficuit to 
fix than the true fiery brown. When the correspondence began, I bethought 
me, over my evening pipe, that in a little book I picked up in Devonshire some 
years ago, entitled, ‘‘ The Art of Trout.Fishing on Rapid Streams,”’ by H. C. 
Cutcliffe, F.R C.S., a passage occurred on this very subject ; and | commenced 
a letter to you, Sir, intending to quote it, but could not lay my hands on the 
book at the time. Mr. Howarth’s letter in last Saturday s issue stirred me up 
t» make a more diligent search, and I am now able to send the extract, which 
I give in the author s own words : — 

«* Anyone wishing to keep a stock of fowls for feathers, will do well to pur- 
chase a blue hen from a farm yard, where most of the fowls are either blue, or 
red and black, where, indeed, the breed secms especially of a blue, red, or 
blackish colour, and mate this hen with a well-bred dark red, or black red 
bantam cock ; the chicken wiil be of sma'lsize, but one of the cocks of dirk 
colour (blue or red) should be mated with a hen similar to the parent hen, all 
the others being destroyed, and from this generation we may perpetua'e a class 
of fowls very similar to the old game fowl ; the cross with the bantam fines down 
the feather, makes it more delicite, better shaped, and brighter in col ur, and 
from this stock of fowls reds, blues, and blacks will alone be born. By choosing 
a red bantam we ensure a richness of tinge in our hackle and procure more 
rusty blues, and reds, than plain and sober-coloured feathers.”’ 

A little further on than the above passage, there is a warning to avoid any 
cross with a class of fowls generally red, of the Indian breed, and which may be 
distinguished by a white ear, whose feathers are useless.’ 

I give the extract and leave it tx any of your readers who understand fowl- 
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breeding (I do not) to say what they think of it, and when the 2nd or 3rd 
generation is in full feather, to send a good sample of the hacales to those who 
understand the art of making them into flies, and using them when made.—I 
am, &c., PRIMULA. 

59, Talbot-road, Westbourne-park, W. 

Mr. Cutcliffe’s capital book, which has often been referred to by us, is now 
published, price 3s. 6d., by Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., 188, 
Fleet-street, London, E.C.—En.] i 





FREE TROUT AND SALMON FISHING IN WALES. 
_ Any customers of Messrs. Nutting and Co., Fishing Rod and Tackle Manu- 
fac urers, 70, Edgbaston street, Birmingham, may have salmon and trout fish- 
ing free. 
[We know nothing about the fishery; but this is a very useful bit of 
information.—ED. ] 


GRAYLING IN THE THAMES. 

S1r,— Could yon inform me whether grayling would not live in the Thames ? 
Tf so, it is a pity there are not a few there, as it would be a great boon to 
Thames anglers in generiJ, and especially to that portion who can cast a fly. 
If they wou d live there, it is to be hoped that this new Fish Culture Association, 
when in working order, will put a fewin. I wish every success to it, and hope 
it will prosper.—I am, &c., Friy<FISHER, 

[We have no doubt whatever there are many places on the Thames where 
grayling would thrive, but they must be put in in suitab’e places, and at 
least ten thousand a season for several seasons, and of these a large proportion 
should be fish capable of spawning, i.¢., from $1b. upwards. No fish under 
1o inches should be put in. To put in ‘‘a few”’ is simply wasting them, and 
to put in fry (unless by the hundred thousand every season) is useless. The 
grayling has been tried in the Thames, but the experiment was on far too small 
a scale.—ED. ] 


THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL BAITS. 

S1r,—There is no doubt that the alcohol, glycerine, possesses the quality of 
an antiseptic to an extraordinary degree, and that, up to the present, coms 
paratively little use has been made of it, chiefly owing to the limited quantity 
in which it is produced and its consequent high price: but, as a preservative of 
minnows for fly-fisking-spinning, or for dace, roach, or gudgeon, or for the 
jack-spinner, I am afraid it can never become generul, on accornt of its powerful 
solvent qualities and for the reason before mentioned—its high cost. 

In your foot~note to the letter of your correspondent,‘‘ G. F. W.,’’ in the 
GAZETTE of this date, you give your experience of an experiment of preserving 
gudgeon in glycerine, which proves the too great solvent or mollifying action, 
and at once places it beyond the range of practical chemicals for the object 
sought to be attained, more especially as the flesh of the gudgeon, compared 
with that of the minnow, is decidedly tougher and closer. 

What is wanted is some chemical, or combination of chemicals, which, while 
exerting that amount of antiseptic qua'ity requisite for the prevention of putre- 
faction, possesses the power of abstracting some of the water contained in the 
flesh of the fish, and thus toughening it without at the same time robbing it of 
the natural sheen and brightness so necessary in a lure, whether for trout, jack, 
or any other fish. 

The former of these results is just as easy of accomplishment as the latter is 
difficult ; and when I look at my sixteen bottles of specimens, the result of 
several weeks’ experiments, I begin to think it almost an impossibility ; yet 
there is a glimmer of hope at last, and I fancy in the end I shall be able t> 
produce a preparation that will meet the requ'red conditions at a price within 
the reach of all, which certainly cannot be said of pure glycerine, the wholesale, 
not retail, price of which is Is. 3d. per lb. 

It will be a great boon to the jack fisherman if the preparation indicated 
enables him to have a supply of spinning baits always at hand when needing 
them, for in the season, when wanted, they are seldom to be obtained, 
especially in small towns and remote country places, where no tackle dealer 
exists. 

I am afraid, owing to the large amount of soft, fleshy matter which is so 
liable to rapid decomposition, composing the entrails of a big-sized dace or 
roach, they will first have to be opened and this rejected before immersing 
them in the fluid, the performing of which operation will consequently 
necessitate a few stitches being set to draw the edges together before putting 
upon the spinning trace.—I am, &c., CHEMICUS. 

London, Feb. 3. 

{“Chemicus”? must find some simpler plan than this, The majority of 
anglers will never trouble to clean their baits and then sew them up, we fear. 
A friend, who has for some years past taken great interest in this subject, 
informs us that he finds fresh sea fish, such as small herrings, sprats, whitebait, 
&c., do very well in spirit. He recommends extracting a portioa of the watery 
humour of fresh-water fish by means of dried salt (applied until it takes up 
water slowly), and then placing them in spirit, giving them plenty of room for 
the spirit to surround them, and occasionally clearing out the sediment from 
the fish. We should strongly recommend the use’of camphor in the preserva 
tive, if only to make it pleasant to the angler who has to use it. And 
camphor is said to be attractive to fish The smell of methylated spirits is 
2nough to scare any living thing from eating anything anointed withit. (See 
Dr. Weeger’s letter last week.)—ED. | 








“TheGOLDEN PERCH,” 
402, OXFORD ST-., 
Lonpon, W. 
FISHING RODS and TACKLE 
of every description. 


The Angier’s Handbook and Catalogue of Prices, with 
eighty Illustrations of Rods, Flies, Baits, Tackle, &c., post 
tree, Three Pence. 


'QALMON FISHING to be LET.— 

At South Cregg, two anda half miles from 
Fermoy. Will be LET, for the season or for a num- 
der of years, about one mile of the river Blackwater. 
This is considered one of the best streams on the 
‘ver.—For particu'ars apply to S. Browne, South 
Cregg, Fermoy, co. Cork. 


ALFRED YOUNG 
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THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 





Offices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND, 


NETTING THE RESERVOIRS 
THAMES. 
_ Sosscrietion Lisr ror Expenses INCuRRED. 
ie is with much pleasure we have to acknowledge subscriptions 
to the above as follows :— 


FOR STOCKING THE 


th 


One NOH COCO OHWH HNN HUNT RDWeR KH 


Mr. A, Nuthall ; 

Mri Bobyre. .. ae 

Mr. F. C.Clench 

Mr. W. Thomas.. 

Mreanwla Littles. is 

The Piscatorial Society... 

Mr. P. Geen ‘h Be 46 

Mr. R. F. Lines, Kensington .. 

Mr. A. G. Jardine re 

Mr. R. B, Marston 

Mr. T. R. Sachs ve 

Silver Trout Angling Club 

Larkhall Angling Society es 
Hammersmith United Angling Society 
Good Intent Angling Society .. i 
G. H. Thurston, Chertsey, Bridge Hotel 
Richmond Piscatorial Society ‘ 
Junior Piscatorial Society ; 

Nautilus Angling Society is 

T. Taylor, Fisherman .. “ts 

W. Milbourne, Fisherman re re 
Woolwich Piscatorials (Old Charlton) 
Eustonian Angling Society. .. nf 
T. G. Tagg, Island Hotel, Moulsey .. 
T. G. Tagg (second subscription) 
North-Western Angling Society 

Mr. C, P. Wheatstone .. > 

Mr. W. A. Crump oe a 5 20 
United Brothers Angling Society, Deptford 
Per James Haslett, fisherman :— 





‘ 


CCOOCKOFCOO OO OC OS OOOO OOOO OCOD OOOOF 


OnNFA NN nnn dN HW eH eB DD eH Nee NW HR RS 


~ 





J. Howard Vyse Oo. 57.0 
Mr. Willmott Ouney 6 
jeaMatter os. oe * ‘OM 2a O 
The Grange Angling Society .. 08 550 
Walwoith Waltonians .. as - 1 Gai Me) 
Crescent Angling Society “3 ate OnLOmnO 
Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society 3083 Fo 
Mrakin Lo WeGodwins . 8. 3 : OF 108.6 
The Sir Hugh Myddleton Angling Society.. 010 6 
Per Haslett, Fisherman :— 
A Friend Onn tO 
Mr. Roake ae Ome lan O 
Mr. Armstrong A AB ee ODE Tero 
Cobden Angling Society ae On - 58.0 
The Gresham Angling Society 2 2 0 
Waltonian Angling Society .. virile @ AG) 
Per Haslett, Fisherman :— 
Mr. Parson .. ‘Omar. O 
Mr. Brown . O26 6 
Mr. Duncan is O26 6 
Dalston Angling Society Xe 9 © OsI0}"'6 
The Beresford Angling Society, Camberwell 010 6 
The Excelsior Angling Society te A 010 0 
Peckham Brothers Angling Society .. 010 0 
Mr. Howe, the Swan, Eynsham Oma 0 
Brentford Angling Society 015 6 
H48 15 6 


This list is now closed. 


We have no doubt some friend who has not yet subscribed will make 
the amount up to £50; also that those who have not yet paid their 
promised subscriptions will kindly send them at once to the Editor of 
the FISHING GAZETTE, 12, Fetter Lane, treasur.r; or to Mr. P. 
Geen, secretary of the fund. 





Grosce JAmes Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he icaseli has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d, per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvrt.] 








TO FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 





THE Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait 

makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 

finish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust. 
For samples aad prices address — 


CHARLES COURT, 
PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 


Semples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free. 


IVE CHUB WANTED for STOCK. 
—State price and size. To be delivered on 
passenger train at G. E, R., Liverpool Street, for 
Ipswich. Address—W. Edgecombe, hon, sec. 
Gipping Angling Society, Ipswich, 


e@ 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHIN(: IN ‘THE NORTH AND WEST 

RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 

Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 
ley, or o‘her sivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
(published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which Fas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the office of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, - 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous,’’— 
Anglet’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains {rom all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp’ Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
‘* The best in the West of England.”’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ hote) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
Sou'h Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


_. ,(successcr to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Make, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co,-Mayo, Ireland. 


P.S.—24 different pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for meny years, and known t> be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad, Guaranteed to kill on anyriver or lake, if 
suited to size of water, One trial cof t-ese flies s li-ited. 
Kend for three thunder and Ji-htning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Coshawk flies, and three sweep fiies. 


SALMON FISHING. 


Good Salmon and Trou!-Fishing to be Let on the Goula 
River, with Osen House, beautifully situated on the head of 
Dalsfjord, containing drawing-room. parlour, and four bed- 
rooms (furnished), with two dressing-rooms, cook’s apart- 
ment, a Jarge kitcheaand two store-rooms (furnished and 
supplied with all necessary utensils’, Suited for immediate 
occupation. A spacious servants’ apartment (unfurnished), 
underground storeroom and cellar, use of plate, hcuse 
linen, and four su‘table fishing boats allowed. Osen House 
is twelve hours by steamer from Bergen, calling twice 
weekly from and to Bergen; within two English miles of 
House, 




















For terms apply to 
H, T. FOTTS, Runnymefe, Ballinasloe, Ireland. 








MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price’ 20s. per 1000; Fry, 40s. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various), Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWs, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 


AMERICAN ORGANS and 
HARMONIUMS 


AT MANUFACTURER’S PRICES, 


40 per Cent, Saved. 
Illustrated Catalogue, with latest Press opinions, post free, 


J. COWLEY AND CO., HULL, 


‘The cheapest house in the world. 
Agents required where not represented, 





C0UsHs, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
Rrosonty and NEURALGIA. 


D* J. COLLIS: BROWNE'S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few dceses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
o:dinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words “ Dr. J. 
Collis B.owne’s Chlorodyne,’? See decision of 
Vice-Chan:ellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
July 16, 186}, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 
From W. C. Wirtxrnsoy, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.”’ 
Sold*in bottles, 1s, r4d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by all 
Chemists. 
8-le Manufacturer, J. T. DAV#NPORT, 33, Great 
Rezsseil Street, W.C. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. <A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other ar:ificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c. 
BY 


THOMAS _ FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

30 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray- 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT. 
FISHING. 


“ Trout-fisbing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry or 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North. But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News. 

“Tc is most carefully written. The descriptions of 3130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods cf fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thoroughly worth a shilling,’—FisHinc Gazetre. 

‘The design of this handy book is to give anglers an in- 
Sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing. (Che instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal. 

‘The manua,, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. 




















‘The author is a trout-4sher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner. 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
complete one in every respect, and he who aims at anything 
like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout should 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, 
Ford’s valuable treatise.’?’—Louth Advertiser. 

“‘ The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard 
words, and furnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.’’—Exeter I'lying Post. 

*« Invaluable in trout-angl.ng.’’—Bell’s Life, 

“Mr, Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are given 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties. Fishing 
with both the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areall touched upon, and other matters of import - 
ance tothe fisherman, The work also contains an elaborate 
list of flies which both grayling and trout anglers -will find 
full of interest.”,—Lard and Water. 

“ This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 





great deal inasmalispace. We find a list of 139 trout- 
flies, many hints concerning rods:and lines, and a good deal 
of entomological intormation highly important to the trout- 
fisher,”’— Yorkshire Gazette. 


Cee . { 
“ The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 


tbhusiastic trout-fisher, In addition toa i,t of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressing 
them, Mr, Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months. A large proportion of the fli:s are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— 4:adford Observer, 

* Anglers will find this an enthu:iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent, For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout~ fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- 
perience forthe benefit of others. The directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found of the greatest service.”— 
Daily Chronicle, 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

parr; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s, ; Goldfinches, Kull- 

inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 

4s, and 5s, each ; tame Kabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s, 6d. each, 

—J. E,. Tarrxettiy, Naturalist, Grapes Hull, Norwich, 
Established 1868, 








Cannon's Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers, 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
Leather, Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng~- 
land. 


PREVENTION OF FIRE, 


USE 


Asbestos Fireproof Paint 


Absolutely reliable and invaluable for Exhibition Buildings, 
Theatres, Churches, Hotels, &c., &c. 








Full particulars of 


United Asbestos Co., 
LIMITED, 
161, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GDODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Io0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called : 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





‘ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness.” —British 
Workweman, 


“‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service.’—The Rock, 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


The | 0:D DR, JACOB TOWKSEND’S 
rang | SARSAPARILLA, 


In Bottles of all Chemists, 


Spring | At 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d, 7s. 6d., & 11s, 





Drror— 


Medicine. |131, FLEET STREET, E.C. 





Tee AQUARIUM.—PROMENADE 


CONCERTS. Full Orchestra and Alhambra Chorus. 
Vo alists: Miss Marion Browning and Mr. Walter Bo'ton, — 
Conductor, Mons, Chas. Dubois.—Admission one Shilling. ~ 


HE WINTER ELECTRIC EXHIBI- 

TION, ROYAL AQUARIUM.—For information as 

to vacant space address W, TD, Gooch, Engineer, Koyal 
Aquarium, S. W. ‘ 


R YAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12 0 noon, 
Close 11.30 ppm.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY: 
2.30 











MorninG. s 
Pantomime in Theatre. 
Krao, the Missing Link, 
Kenebel (slack wire’. 
Seamore and Somers. 
Artelle and Lalo. 
Volier and Zulia. 
The Original Girards. 
Damayante’s Serpents. 
5.c ‘Lhe Silbon Troupe. . 
EVENING, ] 
5.15 Cooper’s Trained Lions, ‘ : 
5.20 Krao (special). ; 
5.30 The Beckwith Family. , 
6.0 Organ Recital. - J 
Grand Promenade Concerte 
Krao, Hairy Wender. 
‘Lhe Beckwith Fami'y, 
‘Lhe Silbon Troupe. 4 
Cooper’s Trained Lions, tn 
Admission ONE SHILLING. it 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE—) 


Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. English Colony. Full particu=- — 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, Fisu1nc Gazerrn, 12, _ 
Fetter Lane, H.C. , 


ROUT OVA, “ fully eyed” 1000, 3083 

5000, I05s.; 10,000, £10. From trout of over — 

10 lbs. weight rather more will be charged. All 
guaranteed Fario, pure and gamey. Apply ‘‘ Man- 

ager,’? Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent, England. { 


| 


9.30 
10-45 
11,0 














Fes, 24, 1883.] 
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A SUGGESTION FOR FLY-MAKERS. 
By R. B. Marston, 

Wi Vase ey a few exceptions almost all the natural fiies on which 

fish feed have perfectly smooth bodies, and I have often 
wondered why, in imitating them, we should make use of such 
rough materials as fur, wool, &c. I have always found that flies 
made with smooth, ribbed bodies asa rule kill better than those 
with rough ones. ast season I made some flies with ribbed 
bodies of stained gut of various colours, and also unstained gut, 
and I found they killed very well indeed—in fact, on one hot, 
bright day, with the water like glass, I found a small fly I made 
with red hackle from cock’s neck, and body. of the least bit of 
white cotton-wool, wound over with unstained gut, kill well when 
nothing else I tried was of much use. Gut can be dyed of any 
shade or tint, and by putting a fine substratum of floss silk of the 
same colour, the body of any smooth fly may be imitated toa 
nicety. The advantages I claim for gut as a body for artificial 
flies are its great durability, its transparency, and the beautifully- 
smooth ribbed appearance it gives the fly. Round, fine, whole 
gut should be selected. I venture to say that gut will be found 
preferable even to quill for the bodies of many flies, especially for 
those which require a semi-transparent, light-hued body. 

Since writing the above, I opened Ronald’s “ Fly-Fisher’s 
Entomology,” to look at his capital representations of the natural 
insect, and my eye caught the following passage :—‘* The bodies 
of these delicate insects are sometimes beautifully imitated by 
stained hair and gut,” so I find there is nothing new in my sug- 
gestion afterall. ‘The only objection he has to them is that fish 
will not retain a hard-bodied fly so long as they will.a soft one, 
and judging from my own experience of the great killing powers 
of flies dressed with quill, such as quilled gnats, the blue upright, 
&c., 1 am quite certain his objection is a purely fanciful one. We 
all know that many deadly flies are made with tinsel bodies, which 

_are, of course, much harder than wet gut. At any rate, I have 
never seen flies dressed with gut bodies (or hair either) except 
those I have made myself, and if some of our fly-makers will 

_adopt my suggestion and try flies made with light-blue, blue, dark- 
blue, yellow, green, orange, scarlet, red, brown, black, slate, 
mauve, and other coloured gut bodies, according to the colour 
of the natural insect, I will undertake to try them, notice them in 
this paper, and send them to first-rate fly-fishers for trial; my only 
stipulation is that they must be neatly made, small rather than 
large, and tied on the finest drawn gut. The’ different-coloured 
rings ofa fly’s body can be imitated by using two or more strands 

of gut to windon in the ordinary way, ze., placed parallel and 
wound on as if but one strand were used. The size of the gut 
used depends, of course, on the size of the fly. The majority of the 
duns have either a wax yellow or greenish hue on the body, dye 

a strand of gut of either of these colours, lap the shank after the 
gut is tied on with as thin as possible a surface of floss silk of the 
same colour, and then put on the gut; result, in my opinion, isa 
semi-transparent, smooth, glossy body, as nearly like that: of the 
natural insect as it is possible to make. Of course, there is 
too much prejudice in favour of the fur, feathers, or quill body 
to make it likely anglers will adopt the gut body at once, but I 
only askthem to give-it a fair trial. Some may say, why not 
use a plain sill body? My experience is that you never, so to 
speak, know where you are with a silk body (in 1806, Alex 
Mackintosh, in his “‘ Driffield Angler,” makes the same complaint 
of silk). Itlooks exactly the thing when you buy it, but the 
colour often flies, and as often, when wet, looks quite a different 
shade altogether. Take a yellow dun or stone fly—and the yellow 

colour is the essential thing in these flies—in nine cases out of 
ten you find the colour washes out, and nothing but a dirty white 
remains. Again, if you examine a fly dressed with wool, fur, 
or silk body in a glass of water, you will notice it is covered with 

‘minute air-bubbles, which quite alter its appearance and present 

anything but that smooth, semi-transparent look which most 
water-born flies possess. 

I have given these hints merely for the consideration of my fly- 
fishing readers. There may be objections to the use of gut which, I 
’ confess, I have not found either in theory or, better still, in practice. 
_(P.S.—I find among some samples sent me some time ago by 
‘Mr. H. 8. Hall, a beautiful olive dun with gut body; will Mr. 
Hall kindly inform me if this is his make, and say what he 
thinks of gut for fly bodies? I know a famous Devonshire fly- 
fisher who makes most killing flies with india-rubber bodies. Puli 

' a bit of elastic from your side-spring boots, wind it pretty tightly 

_ round the shank of a hook, and you will be surprised at the 
natural look it has.) : 
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SPRING FLIES FOR TROUT—VARIOUS DRESSINGS. 


THE FEBRUARY RED.—This, the ‘red fly” or “old Joan,” of 
Ronald, is thus described by him:—‘‘In a forward spring this fly 
comes out about the middle of February; it is in season until the end 
of March, and may be used on fine but rather windy days until the 
blue dun and other flies come on. I have taken very large grayling 
with it. Itis abundant at Bakewell in March and April. Imitation. 
—Body: The dubbing is composed of the dark-red part of squirrel’s 
fur mixed with an equal quantity of claret-coloured mohair, showing 
the most claret colour at the tail of the fly. This is spun on brown 
silk thread to form the body. Wings: From the softest quill feather 
of the pea-hen’s wing which approaches the tint. Legs: Of a claret- 
coloured stazwzed hackle. No feather of its sa¢uraZ colour, that 
I know of, is ofthe proper shade. Clip some of the upper fibres off, 
that the wings may lie flat. Hook No. 2 (Kendal) short. 

REMARKS.—This is the earliest fly in North Derbyshire. The tint 
of the wings is that of a cake of glue held between the eye and the 
sun. It is best made hackle-way, with the under covert feather of a 
woodcock’s wing wound upon the above body. In Lancashire it is 
called “old Joan,” and the body is made rough with claret-coloured 
German wool, Thus made, it kills well on the Derwent. 

THE FEBRUARY RED. DRESSING GIVEN BY MR. FRANCIS FRAN- 
c1s.—‘ This fly belongs to the perlidz, and is a member of the same 
family as the great stone fly, the smaller willow fly, andthe stil smaller 
needle brown. Their wings, of which they have two sets, are hard, 
horny, and shining, and are folded flat on the back in a very small 
space, and, though comparatively small-looking insects when at rest, 
when on the wing their appearance is greatly increased by the double 
allowance ofwings. I have the dressing of this fly from the late Mr. 
Ackers, president of the Leintwardine Club. Body: Two turns of 
dirty, claret-red mohair at the tail, and m'edium brown mohair, with 
a strand or two of hare’s ear and claret thrown in for the rest of the 
body. Hackle: Dark-grizzled blue dun (cock’s), Wing: A slip from 
the back of the pea-hen. Hook: No. 9g or Io, or larger for rough 
weather.’’ : 

THE OLIVE FLY. - EPHEMERA’S DRESSING.—“ Body of dark olive 
mohair. Wings: A starling’s wing-feather, tostand upright. Tail: 
Two whisks of a mottled maliard’s feather; to be tipped with a lap of 
silver tinsel. This fly may be advantageously varied by miximg with 
the mohair a little yellow hare’s fur, and tying on with yellow silk.” 

THE BLUE Dun.—This ‘‘ cock-winged’’* fly is one of our very 
best flies. It is used on every trout stream (the dressings vary much), 
and will kill the whole season through. Ronald says:—‘‘ This fly 
lives three or four days, then becomes the red spinner. It begins to 
be plentiful in the early part of March should the weather be mild.” 
Imitation.—Body: Fur of hare’s ear or face, spun very thinly on fine 
yellow silk, and wound on thickest at the shoulder. Some ofthe 
dubbing is then pulled out to form legs. Tail: Two fibres of a dun 
hackle: Wings: From a quill feather of a starling’s wing, which may 
be slightly stained in onion dye. Legs: Ifa sufficient quantity of 
dubbing cannot be picked out for the legs, two or three turns ofa 
ginger dun hackle can be added, and will help to keep the wings 
upright. Put these on last, whipping them on the bare hook, and 
finish at the head. 

REMARKS.—This elegant fly kills well till June ; made as follows: 
—Body of yellow silk, waxed, with a very little blue dun fur from rat, 
mouse, mole, or rabbit spun upon the silk so that the yellow shows 
through. Body: Tapering from shoulder totail. Legs: A honey dun 
hackle, four or five turns. Wings: A starling’s quill feather, put on 
last, on the bare hook, so as to stand up boldly. Wax your silk 
lightly. 

THE BLUE Dun. HOFLAND’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: Dubbed with 
water-rat’s fur, and ribbed with yellow silk. Legs: A dun hen’s 
hackle. Wings: From the feather of the starling’s wing, Tail: Two 
strands of a grizzled cock’s hackle.” 

THE BLUE DUN. DESCRIPTION BY MR. FRANCIS FRANCIS.—On 
turning to Mr. Francis’s invaluable ‘‘ Book on Angling,” we find he 
states what we had just written above with respect to this fly :—‘‘ It 
is, pethaps, one of the best known and most generally used flies in the 
kingdom. It is known equally as the early dark dun, the hare’s ear, 
andthe cocktail. In Lancashire, Cumberland, and that district, it is 
the blue bloa; in Yorkshire, the blue drake ; in Devonshire, the liare’s 
pluck andthe blue upright ; it fact, its names are as endless as those 
of the salmon fry, and it is a common favourite upon every river from 
Caithness te Cornwall. It varies slightly in colour according to the 
If the day be cold and bleak, ithasa darker 
tinge than in warmer and more genial weather. Grizzled fibres pulled 
from the hare’s ear are favourite materials for the body, and these are 
wrapped in sometimes with olive silk, so that the colour may be seen 
which gives the variety required. This makes rather a rougher body 
thanI like. So much, however, do the duns, blue and yellow, vary 
in shade, in body, in wings, or legs, that, with perhaps a dozen 
different shades in my book, I have at times been unable to satisfac- 
torily hit the exact hue; and as colour is more to the fish than any- 
thing else, I cannot recommend too strongly to the angler the advisa- 
bility of having a good and complete selection of duns of various 
shades. Some people make the body of this fly of silk, but Lam 
rapidly eschewing silk for bodies, because you never can be sure of the 
colour, the water changes itso much; and my methodis to take acouple 
or three strands from the long drooping feather of the heron’s breast, 
and to wrap that round and round, and to rib it with fine straw- 





* The term ‘‘cock-winged’’ is applied to flies in which the wings stand up 
free from the body, as in the may-fly; the term “ flat-winged”’ is applied to 


flies in which the wings lie flat on the body of the fly, as in the common 


blue-bottle,—En. 
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coloured silk for a light-coloured fly, or from the wing of the heron 
for a darker one. The hackle ‘to be a blue dun, and the wing a 
starling ; lighter or darker as you want a lighter or darker fly. Many 
blu. duns have yellowish-olive instead of blue legs; a touch of yellow 
dye on a blue hackle will give the right shade. A strip of quill of 
the right colour also makes an admirable body. Indeed, quill bodies 
are nowrapidly taking the place of all others. You can dye the quill of 
almost any colour you like; it floats far better than anything else, 
and has just the shine and brilliancy of many fly bodies.’’ * 

THE BLUE DUN. OGDEN SMITH'S DRESSING.—‘‘ Body: A small 
portion of water-rat’s fur spun on primrose silk. Wings: Froma dark 
starling’s feather, set on very upright. For legs: A dark dun hen’s 
hackle, set in close up behind the wings, and brought well forward 
underneath. ‘his fly is dressed in a variety of shades too numerous 
te mention, but all of them useful at times.’ 

THE BLUE DuN. DAVID FOSTER’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: A small 
portion of blue fur, spun sparsely on yellow silk. Wings: From the 
tield-fare’s wing feather. Legs: A Jight dun hackle.” 

THE BLUE DUN. BLACKER’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: Mole's fur, 
slightly mixed with bright yellow mohair; a light dun hackle for 
legs, and starling wings.” 

THE BLUE Dun. MACKINTOSH, in his ‘‘ Driffield Angler” (1808), 
describes a very good dun, which he calls ‘‘the light blue fox. 
Wings: The light feather from a starling’s wing. Thé body: Fox’s 
blue fur, a little Jight camel’s hair, and light straw-coloured mohair, 
well mixed; the fork at the tail is two hairs that grow on a monkey’s 
skin, which is of a fine ash-colour.” 

SPRING FLIES FOR RAPID TROUT STREAMS,f such as Barle, Exe, 
Taw, Lynn, Bray, Mole, Dart, Teign, and other Exmoor and Dart- 
moor sireams; suitable for all rapid, broken trout streams full of 
stickles and small dubs. ‘These dressings are selected from those in 
Cutcliffe’s ‘‘ Art of Fishing Rapid Trout Streams, with Fly, Minnow, 
Worm, &c.,’’? published by Sampson Low, Marston, and Co., 188, 
Fleet Street, London. (Post free for 3s. 6d.) 


EXPLANATION OF ABBREVIATIONS, 
B. means body of the fly. 
“ts meeiackie, 
W. ,, the wing. 
R.  ,, ribbed with. 
N.B.—Whenever hare's flax is mentioned, the ends shaved off are 
intended to be understood, unless otherwise stated. 
The silk used in tying these flies should be of a straw colour. 
The yellow dye alluded to is a strong solution of turmeric, in which 
a lump of alum has been dissolved, and in which the furs are boiled 
for some minutes. 


No. 1.—B., equal parts of fox’s and squirrel’s fur, from the back. 
H., rusty brownish blue. 

No. 2.—B., equal parts of house-rat’s and light-brown sable’s fur, or 

fur taken from the tail of the brown sable alone. 
H., silvery speckled brown. 

No. 3.—B., dark peacock’s her}, ribbed with gold twist; or cow’s hair 

of a purple tint, ribbed with gold twist. 
H., black-red. 

No. 4.—B., equal parts of hare’s flax dyed yellow, water-rat’s fur 
undyed, and of rabbit’s flax undyed ; ribbed with straw- 
coloured silk. 

H., smoky blue. (N.B.—This a greenish-coloured body. 
This fly may be made up lighter or darker, both in body 
and hackle.) 

No. 5.—B., the same as No. 2, ribbed with gold twist. 

H., as positively brown or drab-coloured as can be got. 

No. 6.—B., equal parts of brown bullock’s hair, and of the ends of 

squirrel’s fur; ribbed with gold twist. 
W., pheasant; or H., bluish-red. 

No. 7.—B., the black flax from a rabbit’s tail, some flax from the 
eyelid, ditto from the back; all from a skin dyed in the 
yellow dye. 

W., from thrush ; or H,, blue to match the body. 

No. 8.—B., finest cow’s hair, such as you can pick out of a wren’s 

nest; ribbed with straw-coloured silk. 
H., dark rusty blue. 


N.B.—The above are for February, but will ail kill in March, par- 
ticularly Nos. 2 and 5. March pattetns will be given later on. 


THE BLUE UPRIGHT.—This favourite Devonshire pattern of the 
blue dun is one of the best killers throughout the season. In a rough, 
broken water it kills best dressed hackle or spider fashion. It 
should be dressed light, dark, and medium in shade; and in finishing 
off, the waxed silk should be wrapped round to formahead. The 
quill put on to form the body should show alternately dirty-white and 
dark rings. Messrs. Mudford, of Tiverton; Rowe, of Barnstaple ; 
and Miss Arnold, of Exeter, make this fy well; and two or three 
years ago we received some capital samples dressed by Messrs. 
Warner, of Birmingham. We killed a lot of trout with one of their 
patterns hackled{(not winged) fairly stiff, and of a light shade, and dis- 
tinctly ringed body, as just described. 





* See ‘A Suggestion to Fly Makers,’* in this or next week’s number, 


+ If some fly-maker will dress these flies as described above, on fine-drawn 
gut and small hooks, we will notice them, as we know they are good killers, 
They should be called Cutcliffe’s No. 1, 2, 3, &c. 


REVIEW OF THE SALMON FISHING IN THE TWEED, 1882. 


Now that the fence time for salmon ahgling with the rod has ter= 
minated, the partisans of Old Izaak are once more looking to their 
rods and tackle, getting flies renewed and redressed, putting to 
rights lines, and, in fact, making a general overhaul of the whole 
paraphernalia of an angler. As the rivers Tweed and Teviot are not 
just in the best of condition at the present time for angling purposes, 
perhaps a glance at Jast season’s proceedings in these waters muy 
kelp to wile away a few idle moments. 

The season of 1881 on the Tweed was, as will be remembered, a 
good one, and had been the best since 1873, and of course anglers, 
taking everything into consideration, were in high hopes that the 
season of 1882 would be as successful as the preceding one; but 
these hopes were scarcely realised, al: hough the season, on the whole, 
might be called a fair one. From the close of the season cf 1881 to 
the opening day on February I, 1882, the fungoid disease amongst the 
salmon in both 1ivers was something fearful, the reports from all dis- 
tricts, both upper and lower, being to the same effect. At this period, 
January 28, spawning fish seemed to have performed the duty im- 
posed on them by nature, and exceeding!y few were to be seen in 
either river, so that it may be safely said that the breeding season had 
terminated. On the opening of the season the rivers were very 
small, and a rattling good flood would have been welcomed with joy 
by anglers in the Kelso district. Fishing commenced in earnest 
about February 6, when there was an- unusually plentiful supply of 
sea-trout in the river, and besides this, many clean fish had been 
observed entering the river, and proceeding over the caulds to the 
upper reaches—a small flood occurring at the time, helping those 
salmon returning from the sea to make the ascent to the upper salmon 
casts. On the 6th, Mr. Jas. Kerss, on the Hendersyde water, had 
the honour of taking ‘‘ first blood” from the Tweed, as on that date 
he landed a brace of clean fish, and performed the same feat the 
following day; while on the 8th, Mr. Johnston. wine merchant, Kelso, 
had acouple on the Sprouston water. It may be here mentioned 
that the latter gentleman had for three or four years previous had the 
honour of killing the first fish of the season. On this date also, Mr. 
A. Steel killed a clean salmon on the Ednam House (Junction) water. 
Between the 1th and 18th the much-desired flood came, the register- 
ing guage at Kelso Bridge marking a rise of 8 feet, and a great run 
of clean fish up the river was the result. The netting stations (the 
net fishing having opened on the 14th) had up to this time done very 
little, but handsome hauls were now got, and the expectations of the 
rod arglers were raised high as to the anticipations of successful 
fishing, once the water subsided. This flood had also the effect of 
clearing away all the diseased salmon that had up to that time been 
left in the river, and up to February 25 both net and rod fishing were 
excellent, and a good spring (from anangler’s point of view) was the 
confidently-expressed opinion of those best 
Between the above date and March 4 another flood put a stop to rod 
angling for a day or so, but the netting stations were now doing 
splendidly, the frequent cccurrence of floods having brought large 
quantities of salmon into the river from the bay, and just as rod 
anglers were again on the ‘‘casts” another small flood once more 
put a stop tofishing. The disease at this period had all but dis- 
appeared, and trout-fishing was now prosecuted with great success. 
from March 18 to the beginning of April the takes may fairly be 


characterised as good ; but from that time till the end of the first — 


week in May the reports from the various waters were to the effect 
that trout angling was much more productive than were the takes of 
the salmo salar. This state of things continued until about May 20, 
when matters began to look brighter, better takes having been got 
about this time. The hopes raised, however, were doomed to be 
crushed, as the fishing gradually fell off, and little was now done, 
except trout-fishing, until about the beginning of August. Ofcourse, 
during the interval several fish had been killed on all the waters ; but 
the general character of the summer season had not been even fair, 
and was described to me by an old angler as ‘fa very bad one.” 
Grilse began to make their appearance in the river about June 3 and 
10, and a week later the salmon (spring and summer) fishing may 
have been fairly said to have closed, as both rod and nets were doing 
literally nothing. From the 14th of June to,the end of the first week in 
August angling was very poor, the net fishings being especially very 
bad; and although a few salmon were killed with the rod during the 
interval, no fishings of any consequence can be recorded. From the 
last-mentioned date until the middle of September matters did not 
mend, but about the 23rd of that month things began to look a little 
brighter for the rodster—the nets having gone off on the Isth Sep- 
tember, several floods having occurred in the intervening weeks from 
the 5th August. The expectations, however, were not realised to the 
extent anticipated in this immediate neighbourhood (Kelso), as the 
rises in the river occurred too often up till the end of the season, 
thereby always causing the fish to be on the move to the upper reaches, 
and never allowing them time—between one flood and another—to 
settle themselves in the various salmon strongholds abounding in the 
river between the Birgham and his Grace the Duke of Roxburghe’s 
waters at Floors Castle, and we may here say also extending to the 
Makerstoun waters, a distance of fully twelve miles. The practical 
results of these small freshets or floods was that, instead of an 
excellent back-end rod season here, it could only be called fair, while 
the fishings on the waters of Major General Henry at the Pavilion, 
Melrose, and also of those at Rutherford and Bernersyde, held by Mr. 
D. Cayley, can be accounted as excellent, while from the 1oth No- 


vember to the close of the season the takes from the Makerstoun down ~ 


to Birgham Dub could scarcely be put down as anything else than 
middling, although one or two individual anglers had good takes on 
one or two days. 


qualified to know. - 


Taking the season as a whole, it may be summed — 


=? 
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up as follows:—Spring, fair; summer, bad; and autumn, middling. 
Ofcourse, it must be borne in mind that the recurrence of small floods 
at the end of the season had much to do with the unfavourable back- 
end angling, and from an old and experienced angler’s views, such 
seasons only occur one inten years. The season, on the whole, how- 
ever, was a long way short of that of 1881, but better than those of ’79 
and’80. To givean accurate list of all takes on the different waters, 
both those which belong exclusively to noblemen and gentlemen, and 
others which are leased, would be impossible ; but the following infor- 
mation may be relied on, as it is guaranteed from the parties named 
as authentic:—On the Hendersyde water, owned by Sir George 
Waldie-Griffith, the number of fish killed from September 15th to 
November 30th amounted to 80 salmon, the total weight of which was 
1,519 lb., andthe average weight Ig lb,—a very good average. Fifteen 
grilse were also taken on this water, scaling 108 lb., average felbees 
and the greatest number of fish killed on any single occasion was 
four, the largest salmon being killed by Captain Waldie-Griffith, on 
the 16th November, and scaled exactly 2831b. The most successful 
flies on this water were silver bodies, forty-one fish having been 
taken with them, while blue-bodied flies are credited with nine, and a 
similar number to the never-failing ‘‘ white wing.” The comparison 
between the previor:s year’s fishing on this water shows that in 1881— 
during 33 days’ angling—156 salmon and grilse were killed, weighing a 
gross total of 2039;1b. Mr. Alfred Denison, who leases the water at 
Birgham Dub, had eighty salmon to his own rod, the total weight of 
which was 1357 1b., ten of the fish being grilse. This gentleman’s 
take in 1881 was 150 salmon and grilse. The same gentleman, as in 
the season of 1881, was again at the head of the poll for a single rod. 
During the spring of 1882, Mr. Denison killed 125 fish on the Ness, 
at Inverness, and, putting both the spring and autumn kills together, 

. Mr, Denison has had exactly 215 fish to his own rod, in comparison 
to 300 the season previous. 

On the Ednam House water, Mr. Drummond and his friend killed 
fifty fish, the takes being seventy-four in 1881, showing a falling off 
in number to the extent of twenty-four. On this water, however, 
there were eleven days when not a fly was thrown over any of the 
casts. Mr. Jas. Moffat, Edenhall, killed a large number of salmon 
on the Floors, Hirsel, and Junction waters, but an accurate list was 
not kept of this gentleman’s takes. One remarkable instance of his 
angling was that he killed only half-a-dozen grilse during the entire 
season; the average weight of the salmon he killed was nearly 20 lb., 
and the most he killed in one day was eight fish (in Floors water), and 
the heaviest one pulled the beam at exactly 30 1b. One rather curious 

‘run this gentleman had was with a fish he hooked at the Junction, at 
the end of November. Immediately on being hooked the fish darted 
off at a tremendous pace, taking neariy all the line out of the reel 
before the boat-could be got under way; but a strain being put on his 
tush, Gibson was enabled to Icoce his boat from the bank where it had 
been fastened, and followed him down stream to Maxwheel Pool, 
where, after an exciting run of forty minutes, the fish was netted, and 
proved to be a kepper of 26 1b., hooked clean through the back fin. 
John Croal, Kelso, was the most fortunate single day’s angler, he 
having, on the 18th November, whileangling in the Duke of Roxburghe’s 
Floors water, killed Io fine salmon, the respective weights of which 
were—23 Jb., 23 lb., 211b., 21 1b., four 20 lb. each, Ig Ib. and 18 lb.; 
the aggregate weight, 205 lb. 

On the Floors Castle waters (the Duke of Roxburghe’s) the takes 
were considerably less than last season’s, and the same remark 
applies to Makerstoun, while the Sprouston fastnesses did not 
produce anything like their wonted number, 

On the lower waters of Cornhill, Learmouth, and Less, the fishings 
have also been poor, while the Earl of Howe’s water, at the Hirsel 
and Birgham, did not come up to former seasons. We may here 
mention, however, that the latter nobleman, on the atst November, 
killed half-a-dozen salmon after twelve o’clock, on the Birgham 
water, the weight of which were 17, 17, I5, 18, 25, and 291 1b.—a good 
afternoon’s work, indeed. Mertoun, Maxtoun, and a few of the other 
middle stations did fair; and when we have named these, we have 
exhausted the list of the principal rod fishings on the Tweed. 

As for the Teviot, the least said the better. About a score of fish 
or so were got during the season, which was a good few less than the 
previous year. In finishing this ~ésazé, we are glad to say that the 
Saprolegnia ferax has not been half as bad in the river, generally 
speaking, at it was at this period of 1882, and that good prospects of 
an excellent season are everywhere visible. 

_ Wecannot close this article without referring, shortly, to a most 
enterprising firm in the ‘‘trade of the river,” and that is the firm of 
Redpath and Co.; Kelso, which has been established for upwards of 
half a century, and has been long and favourably known on both sides 
of the Tweed as wholesale merchants, doing a considerable trade in 
tods and fishing tackle of all descriptions. Of recent years, however, 
the attention has been more directed to the manufacture of these 

_ goods for the wholesale markets and under the personal superintend- 
ence of one of the partners, who is a well-known practical angler ; 
their specialities—rods, flies, lines, and baits—have obtained a wide- 
spread reputation throughout the trade. The firm exhibited for the 
first time at the Edinburgh and Tynemouth Fisheries Exhibition last 
year, and were awarded gold, silver, and bronze medals, besides 
monetary prizes. They have recently enlarged their premises and 
perfected their facilities for an increased production of their various 
manufactures by the introduction of newest and most improved 

_ machinery. On the ground floor of their new premises, which are 

over 50 feet long, are placed an Otto gas-engine,three hollow spindle 
lathes, a rounding and tapering machine, saw bench, and grindstone, 
besides other useful appliances for rcd-making. In another depart- 
ment on the grcund floor is the finishing room, fitted up in the usual 
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style. On the second floor is placed appliances for the cutting and 
building of cane rods, on the American principle ; and in seprrate 
rooms on the same floor, fitted up with lavatories and every con- 
venience, and heated by hot-water pipes, are the fly-tiers, line-makers, 
bait-makers, &c. In the upper storey is arranged the various kinds 
of wood, in different stages of seasoning and preparation. This firm, 
who do a trade which is spread over all the civilised world, employ 
over fifty hands in the various departments. It is seldom that in such 
a small provincial town as Kelso such enterprise is shown as that 
exhibited by the above firm. 

Maxwheel, Kelso, Feb. 18. 


Se a PEE 


FISHING FOR ROACH WITH LOBWORMS. 


Now that the floods are out, and are having a high, old-fashioned 
time over the farms, gardens, and drowned meadows, I beg to point 
out to my brother anglers that the present time is just the thing for 
the above style of fishing. : 

Some anglers I know cease fishing while the streams are in their 
present altered shape and colour, and wait till the flush of water has 
run off, and the fair rivers resumed their normal brightness. It is for 
these gentlemen that I ask leave to give a few details of my experience 
of one winter’s fishing at flood time. 

Out of a little stream not far from us I have taken many beautiful 
fish in past winters (wet ones, of course), and to prove the number 
and size of roach thus to be taken I should like to give some extracts 
from my fishing notes of the winter 1876-77, which winter was 
decidedly dampish, and much rain fell. 

I find in the aforesaid notes the following descriptions of the 
weather :—‘*‘ Rain all day,” ‘ Rain, chilly,” ‘Much rain,” ‘ Fine, 
water thick,” ‘‘ Cold, water very high and thick,’ and so on for the 
entire season up to the close time in March. 

The tackle I generally used was this: Two rods (short ones), 
running lines, not over-fine gut bottoms, shotted in the usual way 
when fishing in eddies and slack water out of the flood’s strength; 
but if in the faster water, bullets and flat leads were necessary, and 
sometimes two bullets had a difficulty in holding their own. In place 
of the orthodox porcupine and No. 12 hook I used a fair-sized cork 
float and small roach triangles. 

In the rush of water it was of no avail having a float on at all, 
so sometimes I discarded it, for even a big cork float couldn’t be seen 
in the swollen brown water. The triangles were of great service, as 
in baiting with lobs on single hooks I never took more than one fish out 
of every three bites or rather pulls, but using triangles nearly every fish 
that bit succumbed. Two hooks on each line, a few inches apart, 
was my invariable practice. For ground-bait, sometimes the. ordi- 
nary bread and bran, at other times a score of worms scattered in now 





-and then. 


That winter I caught very few roach with paste, though in the 
many floods I have fished in since I have found plain bread paste 
most killing, and have landed hundreds of roach, &c. But in the 
1876-77 winter paste was-nowhere; but only offer a roach a nice lob- 
worm, and soon he’d let you know that he meant business. 

Fishing at this time of yearis certainly not so pleasant as in the 
summer and autumn, when both wind and air are warm, the meadows 
and long grass dry, and tempt the fisherman to recline at his ease, 
and the green foliage above us gives a welcome shade from the sun, 
So different to the winter fishing. Then one has to don stout boots, 
leggings, and warm clothing in order to meet on fair terms the cold, 
damp atmosphere, the swampy, sloppy grass, the wet dripping from 
the forlorn-looking trees; and, to crown all, perchance rain, 
drizzling or pouring, the entire day. This makes everything around 
the fishermen wretched and miserable, and likewise the fisherman 
himself. Many a time have I, when nearly sopping and very cold 
(especially about my feet, hands, and nose), sworn a solemn oath 
never to go a fishing for a deuce of a while; but Old Time soon 
blunted the memory of my sufferings, and I gaily sallied forth again, 
rod in hand. When compared together, it does not seem hard to 
choose the most pleasant and comfortable fishing; but it is to be 
remembered that in the Arcadian weather, the river may be clear as 
crystal, weedy, and very low—the fish shy and not comeatable, so 
that, though feather-bed fisherman, you may choose to take your 
ease ; your catches may be as small as your comforts are great, while 
a true angler, who braves the weather and season for the sake of 
sport, may win the fickle goddess, Fortune. 

I said 1 would give some extracts from my diary of that particular 
winter; so here is a brief accoant of my various takes. 

It was in November I commenced the real winter’s fishing. I 
fished principally private waters, where there is generally no great 
depth, only a shallow and narrow stream, but the enormous amount 
of rain that had fallen took the river far out of its bounds, and across 
wide meadows, obliging.me many times to wade to get to the river 
proper, where the banks at the water’s edge are high and drier than 
the surrounding pastures. 

In my first five tries I had almost entirely perch—some fair ones, cer- 
tainly, up to 1 1b. in weight. In those five days I took about 100 
perch and a few jack. Then the roach came on, as | suppose the 
fish became accustomed to the thick water and began feeding. One 
day Icaught seven roach weighing 6b. 5 0z., the largest being 
I lb. 6 oz., and two more being 14 1b. each. The next time, twenty- 
four roach equalling 12 lb. 15 oz. in weight, the largest I Ib. 4 0z., and 
five being over a pound apiece. Another day, fifteen weighing 
9 lb. 12 oz., three of these being over the pound, the biggest 1 Ib. 3 oz. 
These, with other less satisfactory turns, brought me to the end of 
1876 ; but the sport continued in 1877, though, perhaps, not so good 
an average. My firstday outin January only yielded 6 roach, but 
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three of these were a pound apiece. Then came a number of catches, 
The weight of which averaged Ib. a fish. 

Leaving out some jack, what now follows? I see fifteen roach 
equalling 5 lb.; three, I lb. 14 02. ; twenty-eight, 8 Ib. 15 02; 
twelve, 6 1b. 1 oz.; ten, 5 Ib. 14 0z., &c., which finally wound up my 
fishing season. There were seven or eight heavy roach in last-men- 
tioned lots, also many perch. ; ‘ 

I give these figures with some little vanity perhaps, but withal, not 
so much to glorify myself, as to show what may be done in a wet 
winter and flood water, in a very little stream; so that anglers who 
have the opportunity or privilege of fishing in better places might 
achieve great deeds at this time of year. 

One thing strange about this fishing was that I caught more, or as 
many, fish in the full force of the current as I did in the slack water 


and lay-bys. G. H. 
P.S.—Just a word or two, Mr. Editor, about that ‘Hounslow 
Fishing.” I thank my friend ‘‘B.” for correcting me, and for letting 


me down so easily. I was certainly wrong in using the phrase, 
“‘ Hounslow fishing,”—‘ near Hounslow ” I should have written—and 
it is, as “‘B.” says, mostly private. In writing that letter, I never in- 
tended raising delusive hopes of first-rate fishing here, but rather to 
learn whether other fishermea have had the same bad sport in their 
districts this season as I and others have had in our many excursions, 
—G. H. 


og 





THAMES FISHING—ROACH AND CHUB. 
By ‘‘ CREEL.” 
(Continucd from page 576, Vol.. VI) 
Likr mest controversies by zealous disputants, I am inclined to 
believe that both sides are partly right and partly wrong on the subject 
of roach bites. But I am equally impressed that they do not give suffi- 
cient thoughtand reflection to the why andthe wherefore of this disparity 
of opinion and practice. I will endeavour as much as possible to avoid 
these exemples, and, if possible, approach as near as I can the why 
and the wherefore. It is that one roach-fisher shall hook and land 
seven out of eight bites, and another, it may be, miss them all. 

Mr. Greville Fennell, in his ‘‘Book of the Roach,” defines a roach bite 
as near, I thinks as any yet in print, and it is clear that ‘* Trent Otter” 
has not been unmindful of what he there read. ~ ‘* Plagiarism,’ writes 
Warton, ‘‘is no offence if acknowledgement follows, and, indeed, it is 
partly condoned if it is effected with taste and applicability.” The 
drawing in the pellet of paste by respiration, and rejecting it when it 
finds it incapable of swallowing it by the attachment of the line, is an 
almost instantaneous act; but, slight as has been the indication upon 
the float, itis quite sufficient fora good roach-fisher to answer the 
call by tightening his line. 

Iam of opinion that the majority of lost bites when fishing with 
paste are due to the method of baiting the hook, A novice cannot 
do better occasionally when at leisure than.to take a pellet of paste, 
and placing itona roach-hook in as many ways asare possible, pull the 
hook-length, gently, of course, through his closed finger and thumb, 
and note those arrangements of the paste which permit the hook to 
prick the flesh. He will thus find, moreover, that when he does not 
feel the presence of the point of the hook that the pellet of paste has 
been so adjusted as to give the fish the benefit of the arrangement— 
in fact, absolutely guarding the barb and making it almost impossible 
for it to act, particularly if the paste be stiff and uncomprising. What 
J have found the best plan is, to take the pellet of paste between the 
finger and thumb of the left hand, and slightly compress it; then press 
the back of the hook into it and double it over. Thus is formed a 
slightly attached division, which readily permits of the passage of the 
hook through the mass without any obstruction. 

There is no question but that paste-fishing forroachisthemostelegant 
way of taking these fish. But it requires knack and experience, and 
a very quick eye to discern the very first evidences of a bite, and, above 
all things, to meet the bite, so to say, half-way—that is, between the 
taking of the bait and its almost instant rejection. This is why gentles 
and worms are not thrown bait, asis paste, by the fish, The nature 
of gentles and worms require the fish both to. mumble as well as 
swallow such diet. The fact of a line being attached to the bait when 
found inits mouth does not excite the suspicion of the fish, but may 
be taken as a portion of the proferred food, and itis estimated with 
the comparative toughness of the bait proper, and therefore an effort 
is made to carry it down the gullet to bring the whole in contact with 
the teeth of the roach, which, like all the rest of the carp family, are 
placed in the throat, which, working against a grisly plate, prepare 
the food for the stomach. 

Again, many who see the large pellet of paste with which some 
anglers bait a roach hook are apt to pronounce it much too great for 
the fish’s mouth. And here, again, I must draw upon Mr. Fennell’s 
indulgence to remove such an erroneous notion, pages Io-11 ‘‘ Book 
of Roach ” :—- 

“Tf the angler will examine for himself the mouth of a roach he 
will at once perceive that it is very different in its construction from 
the appearance it presents to a cursory observation. Let him, for 
instance, insert the disgorger or a piece of twig in the mouth, and, 
pressing upwards, bring forward the upper lip. He will then see, if 
he has not noticed it before when removing the hook, that the upper 
lip is shaped like the hood of a bathing-machine, or an old lady’s 

sun-bonnet ; in fact, it possesses the power of elongation and per- 
mits of the fish feeding on the ground, thus placing it ona level with 
the barbel and gudgeon genus,” and therefore, may be added, taking 
a bait corresponding to the expansion of the lips. 

Mr. Fennell infers that this formation of the mouth affords strong 
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evidence that it is the nature of the roach to feed at various depths. 
Indeed, in the success which has attended the several styles of leger- 
ing for roach of late years, the habit of feeding on the ground has 
been established beyond controversy. Were it otherwise, this fish 
would have tolive only upon such pabulum as cither floated on the 
water or was suspended in it. 





JORDAN IN ITS GLORY. 


THE spring months have come again. The trouting season has 
just opened, and stories are coming in from various points 
of big catches of trout; while parties are up on the grayling 
streams enjoying the sport these splendid fish give, but it is not my 
purpose to speak of them, but to my lay, and give you.a sketch of the 
famous Jordan; not that Jordan so famed in sacred pages around 
whose banks raged some of the fiercest battles between the Saracens 
and the Templars of old, famed in songs by poet, seer, minstrel, and 
songster; the Jordan of promise dividing the long-sought home after 
seventy years of weary wanderings. Can we wonder if these faithful 
spies described the land ‘‘as flowing with milk and honey.” To 
them, indeed, it was 


‘‘ Sweet fields beyond the swelling flood 
Stand dressed in living green; 
So to the Jews old Canaan stood, 
While Jordan rolled between.’’ 


The Jordan we want to speak of is also in a goodly land toward 
the setting sun from your sea-girt island home with its stormy waters 
ever singing a requiem to the memory of the thousands of brave men 
who have gone down into its depths. This Jordan pales not beside 
its famous congener of the eastern world; it has its birth in an im- 
mense forest swamp, and in its impetuous rush to the great lakes has 
some beautiful scenery along its banks. 

No vast armies have ever camped along its shores; no fierce 
battles fought along its forest glades dyeing its waters with the 
crimsoned gore of brave and gallant knights ;. no foreign bands have 
ever defamed these cloisters of nature’s woodland temples with their 
ribald songs or drunken orgies; but nature reigns here supreme. The 
brilliant kingfisher, the plumed heron, the sand-hill crane, the 
crested black cock of the woods, and the eagle have held sway here ; 
the deer, the bear, the mink, fisher, and beaver, have roamed at will 
undisturbed, enjoying the solitude unmolested through the ages; and, 
above all, has reigned the silence of nature. 

The Red Indian roaming the forest and fleeing from the presence 
of the white man, crossed this Jordan as he teceded, and the march 
of civilisation began. The pioneer woodsman found this Jordan con- 
tained both trout and grayling, 

My river isin the famous State of Michigan, almost surrounded 
with hills. If we ascend one of them, named from the s weet singer of 
America, P. P. Bliss, and called Mount Bliss, we see stretched before 
us a lovely panorama of hill and dale, all clad in forest green ; the 
stream can be detected in its windings along the valley between the 
hills, and, away in the distance, something like a broad plateau 
appears, green, certainly, with forest trees, but the presence of cedars 
and tamarack denotes it is the swamp that forms the head waters of 
the Jordan, spreading-out mile after mile. It is formed of a brown, 
black peat, indicating strongly the presence of iron under its surface. 
Here many tiny rivulets trickle and curl, twisting and winding under 
the roots and snags, all of them running to a common centre, and, 
by-and-bye, forming the Jordan. This water is icy cold, for there are 
places where the summer sun never penetrates this woodland growth. 
These little creeks teem with trout fry, while numbers of grayling are 
found in the larger waters. 

To fish this river is hard work; wade you cannot, its waters would 
wash you off your feet; besides, there are so many deep holes.. To- 
ascend it requires trained muscles and plenty of grit, to descend the 
stream from its upper waters is comparatively easy; but to reach the 
stream you must take a boat, have it hauled on an ox waggon through 
twenty miles of about as thick a forest growth as you can imagine. 
But we are known up inthis region, and can command as good a guide 
as can be found in the country. We determine to build our own boat 
(an ordinary clinker-built boat would be bursted into smithereens ere 
we could reach the river), so, with the aid of the village carpenter, 
we build a punt from strips of clear seasoned pine, nailed down through 
each strip, and each strip being well doped with white lead, and all 
fp ed joints well pitched. This makes a strong, serviceable, though 
ight boat. 

A good night’s rest, an early breakfast of substantial food, prepares 
us for a hard day’s work. Putting our punt securely on the frame of 
a lumber waggon, our party stow away the camping material and fish- 
ing tackle, and away we go. ; 

The first few miles is along a good road, but our teamster eagerly 
scans every section-post, and is looking for signs. A sharp ‘‘ Whoo, 
Jim!” brings us to a stand-still. A critical examination decides the 
point. We turn into what appears to us a blind trail, following it 
until we strike a clearing in the forest. Here our puntis changed toa 
stronger waggon frame, and a pair of big steer yoked to the waggon, 
and we strike into the forest, following the section lines as closely as 
circumstances will permit. Mile after mile, over stumps and trees, 
the patient oxen plodding along. To ride was impossible. _Some- 
times the boat was on its side, sometimes the other end up. We 
were jumbled into a heap until we were glad to jump out and foot it 
rough as it was. 


The Ah Buck !—give me, Ah Daisy !—of our driver rang through the 
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woods until almost sundown ; when we pulled up at one of the feeders 
of the river to untie our boat, examine it, do a little touching up where 


| a loose nail appeared was but a few moments work; then into the 


water she went, riding like a duck, with scarce a leak. 
A fire was built, some ham cooked, coffee made, and a supper 


| furnished for our driver, who started at once for his home, leaving us 
| to fish. Camp was made ready for the night, and then we eagerly 


turned to the stream to find if the report of its fine trout had been a 


_true one. We caught a few nice trout—enough for breakfast, and then 


small trout, but the fishing was not satisfactory. 


' went to sleep—the sleep that cometh to tired humanity—“‘ as tired as 


la dog.” ; : 

Up in the morning early, a trout breakfast, our chattels stowed in 
the punt, and we drifted with the current until we cameto an island. 
Here we pulled up and prepared tocamp for the day. We took a few 

the 1 Later inthe day we 
caught a few weighing 8 oz. each, and had such a supper. Fancy 
having nothing to eat from six in the morning until nearly seven in 
the evening ; can you wonder if the plate went to the pan for trout ten 


_ times and trout rar up to nearly half pound each P 
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No. 33 to No. 27, Russell Street, Covent Garden. 
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_ Next morning we drew stakes and drifted along, stopping at place 
looking favourable for trout; we began taking better fall + Sth ees 
“was creeping up; trout 14 to 16 inches long were sometimes creeled, 
_and we felt jubilant. It was trout galore. Further down stream we 
came to a fine camping place, and where we could get a Jordan river 
fishing boat. We tied up our punt, made a permanent camp, and 
hired boats and guides. “tai 
Here the fun began ; trout until you could not rest; every deep hole 
was apparently full of them ; fishing became almost a surfeit. Fishing 
only morning and night, though spending days on the river admiring 
its beautiful scenery, and we often came home with 250 trout in our 
boat fish. Well, we supplied the table of a fisherman’s hotel besides 
our own camp mess table. 
I cannot begin to describe the beauties of this river. I have often 
attempted it, as often failed. It was an angler’s paradise, a stream 
running seven miles an hour through overhanging arches of trees 


. With the long feathery moss streaming from their sides; a squirrel 


skips across the trees and stopsto scan his strange visitors, scolds and 
chatters at them; the mink plunges into the water a few feet from the 


| nose of your boat, startling you from your reveries; a bear plurfges 


into the stream and crosses less than a hundred yards ahead of you ; 
the head of a deer starts up from the bush alongside you, 
and for an instant gazes at you, and then dashes away; while you, 
dreamily drifting along, drop your bait into holes on either side of the 
stream, and bring out some of the brown-backed beauties from the 
gelid waters. In the evenings you can kill trout with a fly, but during 
' the day we use worms for bait. 
Suppose you skitter across the water a dark brown fly; see down 


' on that sand-wash a dark figure waving its beautiful dorsal fin; ah, 


there’s a flash like a-ray of silver at your fly ! 

Careful now; you'll get him next time. 

Cast higher up stream and across him; there becomes, like a flash. 

Hooked, by Jove! and struck well. Handle him carefully ; they 
are soft mouthed, not like trout, but full as gamy; play him’ well ; 
give him line. Ah! that’s bringing him; slip your net under him ; 
there you have him, as fine a fish as swims in our northern waters. 
We regatd the 7hymallus tricolor as the most esteemed of fish; 
he who can take them can claim his diploma, and claim an entrance 
into our noble brotherhood, 

Brothers of the gentle art, I have spun out my lay. One day was 
pretty much as another on this splendid stream, trout in plenty, with 
an occasional grayling, was the sum of each day’s count, until we 
untied our punt and drifted down stream into the big lake. Giving 
the punt to some men working there we took a sail boat, and. that 
night slept again in civilisation; but it pains me to say the glories of 
the Jordan have gone into the past. To-day this river is at times full 
of logs, the axe of the woodsman rings along its shores; the scream 
of the steam whistle is heard at its mouth ; the demands of commerce 
are stripping its forests of the fine pine trees, and the madding crowd 
of would-be anglers, with the fishing pot-hunter, have sadly depleted 
the river, Trout are still caught there, but the sons of Anak! the 
patriarchs of the tribe we used to take are memories of by-gone 
days, 

‘* But how I love to stand and gaze 
Along its winding shores, 

_ And sing of happy, happy days 
That will return no more.” 


Chicago, U.S. W. DAVID ToMLIN. 





Me. S Biae, fishing-rod and tackle-maker, has removed from 
: From our own 
experiences of his goods, andthe opinions we hear from angling 
friends, we think we are safe in prophesying for Mr. Bigg increased 
success; his aim is to give a good article at a reasonable price, and 
to make every chance customer who “drops in” a regular one. 
Unfortunately, this is not the rule with some houses, who appear to 
think that an off-hand, ‘“‘take it or leave it alone”? kind of air is 
pleasing to their customers. Civility is appreciated, and those who 
‘*keep it in stock” will not lose by it. 

GrorcE James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to preye whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 


ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. ; i 
attended Ge tAbyny Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen, Orders punctually 


CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 





By L. B. 


READINGS in Angling Societies.—North-Western DistrictAlliance.— 
The first reading of the above series was given at the Lord South- 
ampton Tavern, Southampton Road, Haverstock Hill, the club-house 
of the North-Western Anglers, on Monday evening, February 19, by 
Mr. Thomas Crumplen, hon. sec. Gresham Angling Society, assisted 
by Mr. Bentley of the same Society. Long betore nine o'clock, the 
time announced for the commencement, the room, a fair-sized one, was 
comfortab’y filled with eager, interested piscators ; and when, ata 
few minutes afternine, Mr. P. Geen was voted to the chair, every 
available corner was occupied. Many well-known leading men were 
present—I cannot pretend to give even ever such an imperfect list 
of their names, but among those sitting in my own immediate vicinity 
were Messrs. R. B. Marston (Editor FisH1nc Gazette), C. P. 
Wheatstone (President Stanley Anglers), T. Hoole (Secretary West 
Central Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies), S. 
Morgan (Chairman United London Anglers’ Central Committee), 
Wm. Matthews (the original promoter of the cheap Amberley and 
Pulborough excursions), C. Watling (of the Central Association), 
Parker, Hillier, Packman, Torr, &c. 

Of Mr. Crumplen’s paper itself it is impossible to speak too highly: 
it was exhaustive, perfectly clear throughout, and singularly free 
from scientific terms. The structure, the special organs, the senses 
of fish were each in turn dwelt upon, the various points being still 
more clearly brought home by some capital large, coloured diagrams, 
prepared by Master Crumplen, mostly from rough sketches supplied 
by his father. But great as was the interest up to this point, it seemed 
to grow even deeper when the reader dealt with the subject of repro- 
duction of coarse fish, leading up to, and dealing most ably with, that 
of coarse fish culture, pre-eminently the burning question of the day 
to coarse fish anglers, and hearty and well deserved were the round 
upon round of applause with which the close of Mr. Crumplen’s paper 
was received. 

Mr. Bentley made some capital observations about the smaller foes © 
of freshwater fish—beetles, lice, and other parasites—illustrating his 
remarks by exhibiting, under microscopes he had kindly brought with 
him for the purpose, a number of carefully-prepared specimens of the 
above gentry. Among the gentlemen who offered remarks 
or asked questions was Mr. Marston, who asked the London anglers 
to support the recently-formed International Fish Culture Association, 
adding also a few words about the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition, and the experiment now about being tried with the Lund 
boxes by the committee of the United London Angling Association 
Fisheries Society. Messrs. Geen and Wheatstone, in some brief 
remarks, stated that during the approaching breeding season those 
spawn-gobblers, the swans, would be confined and fed—at least, so 
far as the Thames Angling Preservation Society’s water from Rich- 
mond to Stainesand the Reading and District Association’s stretch 
from Caversham to Goring were concerned. Messrs. Hoole, Bon- 
voisin, Packman, Marshall, Parker, Starr, and others also made 
some observations and asked several questions. A hearty vote of 
thanks to Messrs. Crumplen and Bentley and to the chairman, Mr. P. 
Geen, brought the meeting to a close. 

The next paper will be read at the Waltor.ian Angling Society, the 
Jew's Harp, Redhill Street, Cumberland Market, Regeni’s Park,N.W., 
on Monday, March Igth, at 9 o’clock in the evening, by Mr. P. 
Geen—subject, ‘‘The Better Organisation of the London Anglers.” 
Redhill Street is just out of Albany Street, and about five minutes’ 
easy walk from Portland Road Station, on the Metropolitan Railway. 

The usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies took place at the Portman 
Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening, 
February 16th, Mr. L, Bonvoisin in the chair, Mr. Beckett in the 
vice-chair. After the reading and confirming of the minutes of the 
previous meeting, and the transaction of some routine business, the 
principal question of the evening, viz., that of district visits, was gone 
into at great length, some important statements being made thereon. 
One thing, however, was made perfectly clear and admitted by ail 
present, viz., that the present system of district visiting is expensive, 
entails much labour upon district visiting officers and others, and is 
not attended by results giving general satisfaction. In the end, it 
was proposed and unanimously carried, ‘‘ That, in licu of the district 
list, one general visiting list be made up of such clubs as are enrolled 
on the West Central Association books as it is ascertained are 
desirous of visiting and being visited, it being left to the various 
secretaries to fix dates, issue notices, call roll, and send report to the 
papers, and, in fact, do the work hitherto done by the Association 
district officers. 

Upon the roll being called, it was found that the following 
societies were represented:—Amicable Brothers, Acton and Ealing, 
City of London, Cobden, Duke of Norfoik, Good Intent, Gresham, 
Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, Hampstead, Knights of 
Knightsbridge, North Western, Prince of Wales, South London 
Waltcnians, and Westbourne Park Piscatorial, together with three 
representatives from the United London Anglers’ Central Committee, 
viz, Messrs. Ghurney, Morgan and Metcalfe. The meeting ter- 
minated with the usual vote of thanks to the chair and vice-chair. 

From Maldon, in Essex, a friend wrote to me onWednesday morning: 
“‘T think we shall get a day or two yet of fishing before the end of the 
season. The water is better to-day than it has been for weeks.” Let 
us hope my correspondent may prove a true prophet; for my part, I 
have almost given up hope. 
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RIVER REPORTS: 


TIME OF HIGH WA'tER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2}. 





Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge ae AD Re cue Besta Ton Twa faste 
Putney .. SE me oe SW? BW hee a ar ees) 
Kew .. ae : 5 Poet Ee Bens a nr 
Richmond ., F 4c Ne SA ee es 


Aln (Alnwick). 


There has been very little angling done here since the season opened, owing in 
agceat measure to the floods and cold weather; but there is every prospect of a 
good season. A few trout have been caught with worm, also some lass year's 
fish of the salmon-trout or bull-trout species have been taken with fly. 
With the exception of a few midges, there are no natural flies out yet.— 
HALcyon. 


Ancholme District- 


The river remains of a turbid colour, and consequently but few anglers have 
been out, and the results are poor. In the trout streams the fi h are beginning 
to rise at the fly, but I have heard of no anglers fishing as yet. Ten thousand 
early Loch Leven fry, and ten thousand American brook trout were turned out 
on Saturday last by some gentleman near Lincoln to replace coarse fish in 
omamental ponds fed by a small brook.x—THOMAS Forp (Caistor). 


Ballynahincb. 


Since last report the weather has been very stormy—in fact, some days so 
rough that is was impossible to stay on the lakes.- Still, on the 15th, Mr. 
R. E. Austice, one salmon 10} Ib,, and oa the 20:h one 121b, On the 16th, 
James Steel one 12]b. To-day we have S, W. wind, and very misty.— 
WALTER BLACKADDER, 

Chichester. 


With favourable weather sport has materially improved, some good takes of 
bream having been recorded by the nocturnal fishermen; Mr. J. ‘icehurst 
taking ro} 1b. one evening, and Mr. S. Youag, the veteran roach angler, also 
landing some good fish. The sportsman (?) who took the seven pound pike 
has taken umbrage st being called the man with many rods. In my report a 
fortnight since, as he was only looking after five, three of his own and two of 
anabsent co-partner’s perhaps, ‘‘ many,’’ is not the rightterm. This almost daily 
practice is much agannst legitimate sport and should certainly be s opped, Club 
members are only allowed one pike rod. I trust, ere another season, some 
stringent measures will be adopted to protect the fishery. The weather still 
continues fine ; several members areat the water side to-nigh', the temperature 
bcing summer-like.—GzorGr F. SALTER. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The weather during this week has been fine on the whole, and the river is in 
rattling condition for any kind of angling, and_ several rodsters have not been 
slow in taking advantage of these conditions, Fish are now well on the feed. 
The weather of to-day (Thursday) remains all that can be desired, and angling 
prospects look very rosy. —WHEATSHEAF Hore, 


Dove. 


We have had beautifully fine weather on most days this week, and the river 
has now run down into really splendid order for either trout, grayling, or pike 
fishing. There is no time better than the present for a visit to this lovely 
Derbyshire river. Nature is now fast putting out, and every day the song of 
the thrush and blacabird may be heard in our valleys. The spring fisheries 
wonderfully early. Fish are 1ising well on the top and biting weil on the 
bottom ; and as I have indicated, everything is just now favourable to piscatorial 
pursuits. The February reds, the little flat-winged browns and the iron blues 
are killng best. ‘Lhere is quite a number of naturals now on the water daily, 
the mild weather having brought them out before their usual time. I hear 
from the neighbouring river Wye, if such I may callit, that an otter was 
shos near Bakewell last Thursday, which measured nearly 39 inches from tail 
to tip. The dishes of moutand grayling on the Dove ths week have averaged 
quite five brace each rod. A few barbel were killed on Tuesday with the cock- 
spur worm.—THE SPLODGER. 


Exe and Barle. 


The water is in good order, having fallen considerably since the 18th inst. 
There have been as yet very few rods on the rivers, so that [ cannot give reliable 
information to what flies are killing best. The Barle water above Dalvertozx, 
which has hitherto been free, is now, 1 understand, to be reserved, and charges 
which no one can complain of as being excessive will be made for tickets as 
follows :—2s. 6d. to extend curing one week, and Ios. for the whole season. 
It has also been decided that the overhanging bushes shall be kept cut. With 
the damp, yet soft and mild weather, which we are now experiencing, gocd 
baskets should be made.—CHaAs. W. NELDER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


The river is still too big and dirty for rod fishing. Practically, the month o 
February is lost for this season. Against this Ihave some good news for you 





The Home Secretary has sanctioned all’ our new by-laws except one. The 
changes which are of interest to the general public are the following :—In future 
the rod fishing for salmon will commence on February 16th and end on No- 
vember 15th, both inclusive, ins'ead of February 2nd and November Ist. 
Licenses will be issued for taking salmon and trout with the rod at 5s. fora 
week, or any part thereof. Licenses will be issued for rod fishing for salmon 
and trout above Armathwaite at ros. for the whole season. Till now we haye 
had no license for salmon or salmon-trout less than 21s , even for a single day. 
You may thank Mr. Slater, the honorary secretary of the Carlisle Angling 
Association, for these changes.—Siivar Grey. 


Exe (Tiverton). 
The rlver is now in good order for fishing, but fish ‘‘ come short ’*—they do 
not get hooked well; one may rise a good number, but fail to land most of 
them ; have heard of no one yet succeeding in killing a good bask t. Fish 


that have been killed were taken with half-stone, blue upright, s'lver twist, and 
February red.—W™M. Muprorb. 


Greeta (Ingleton). 


I omitted to contribute to last week’s GAZE1TE owing to lack of informa- 
tion of anything worthy to record. ‘The very unpropitious state of the weather 
still prevents the angler going out with any degree of comfort or pleasure. 
However, I heard that two or three of our loce] anglers had ventured out last 
week, and had succeeded in catching a few nice trout ; one man having caught 
3 1b., in very nice condition, in one of the tributaries of the Greeta, with the 
worm. The Ingleton Angling Association held its annual meeting on Saturday 
last, to pass the accounts and appoint committee and officers for the ensuing 
year. The tickets are—season, 5s ; day, 2s 6d.; which may be had on appli- 
cation to Mr. E. E. Harrison, sec.—INGLEBORO’. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


We have had a good deal of rain lately, like the rest of the world. On Feb. 
13 I got a salmonof 12 lb. ; on the 14th, two together, 25 1b.; on the 15th, 
two salmon, 231b. ; on the 13th Robin Robert got two salmon, 241b., on the 
1§th, one of 10 lb. ; Eugene Cournare, onthe 14th, two salmon, 16.lb. The 
Glena nets, eleven salmon; Clackross nets, three salmon; Carah Lake, ten 


salmon.—T. McC. 
Lea (Ware). 


Little need be said about the water here, as it cannot be in better condition, 
some large jack having been seen from the Bridge to the ‘* Boom,’’—L10N AND 
WHEATSHEAF. 

Leicester. 


There was a great improvement in the weather at the latter part of last week, 
as, after Thursday, affairs meteorologically assumed a more cheerful aspect, and 
since that day, with the exception of a few showers, has been much finer than 
has been the case for some weeks past. 
rapidly, and the rivers and brooks in the locality have gone down considerably. 
During this week, a few anglers have visited Barrow-on- Soar and the Wreake; 
but, although the waters were again in pretty fair condition, not much succexs 
attended their efforts. On Tuesday I saw two gentlemen with yood baskets of 
roachand chub, which had been caught at the waters at Narborough, and 
another angler had a nice dish of perchon the same day. On Wednesday, Mr. 
Hobbs had a nice take of roach from the local society's preserves—the largest 
fish weighed 1 lb. 100z. At the time of writing, weather is fine and bright, 
and waters rapidly getting into good condition.—ALgrr. 


Lune (Carnforth). 

The river Lune has been “ bank full’’ since my last report, and quite unfit 
for fly fishing. I do not hear of any rods being out, except a few who have 
tried the worm, about Caton, near Lancaster. We have had a lamentable case 
of drowninz in the river—On Tuesday morning last, a farm servant, named 
Miles Middleton was taking corn to the Greta-mill, and on returning found the 
river had ‘* come out”’ some foot or eighteen inches; the river watcher warned 


him of his danger, but he wilfully made the attempt to cross, and so lost his 
life. 


accidental death.— PISCATOR. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 
There has been no angling during the week, the water being too thick. It 


is nuw running down nicely, and by Sunday or Monday, if fine weatner pre- 
vails, it will be fishable—YE Mrpway WATER-Rat, 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


The whole of the country around here that was flooded is now clear of 
water. Angling ;rospects are good. The river now is in fine condition for all- 
round fishing, for jack ere well on feed. A Mr. Chase, of Henley, caught in 
the Hurley waters on Thursday two jack, weighing 93 Ib. the pair. P. Terquet, 


on Saturday, got some fine perch; and Coster, a fisherman of Hurley, got | 


some jack well on feed to-day ([bursday), so anglers may expect some good 
sport. 
stream, after having weathered the storms for a hundred years. The loss of 
this clear old water mak is a great drawback tv the picturesque surround- 
ings of the vicinity. Thursday evening, weather very fine; wind, south-west. 
—HurRLry Trovur. 


Ness (Iuverness.) 

Duri.g the past week nothing has been done on the lower water owing 
to the flooded state of the river. On Thursday last week, on the Upper 
Dunain water, Mr. Miilbanks, keeper, killed two salmon, one 12 lb. and one 
8}1b. On Saturday, on the Ness Castle water, Mr. F. Walker landed a 
sulmon of 8} 1b, A good number of trout-fisuers were out to day (Wednes- 


day) but sport was not very good. The river will not be fishable before the 
middle cf next week.x—DoNALD WATSON. 


Ouse and [vel (Blunham). 

The floods have now subsided, and the rivers are in good fishing order.— 
Habs 

Swale. 

The late floods have been even more disastrous than at fiist realised. Tre 
fish have been washed ovt of the river and left on dry ground in many places. 
Acres upon acres of land have been covered with dééris and ruined, and the 
damage is estimated at above £100,000. Some gentlemen have suffered lnss 
to the ture of £1000. Some local gentlemen are speaking of replenishing the 


waters by a supply of fry of larger kinds than the native trout.—THomas 
Forp. 


The inquest was held to-day in the Bay Horse Inn, Arkholme. Verdict—~ 


The floods after Friday began to fall — 


The old eel becks at’ Harleyford have been swept bodily away by the — 
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i Tay and Loch. 

Owing to its flooded state anglers have done but little on this river during 
the past few days. At present the spate is higher than it has yet been—the 
result of heavy rains and a steady wind from the south west, driving the water 
down from the Loch. On the Loch itself, fair sport has been maintained, and 
the followingisa record of most of the catches there since Friday last. Mr Broad, 
London (3) 15, 18 and 22lb. ; Mr. McKell, Glasgow, (1) 16lb. ; Captain Archi- 
bald, Tillicoultry, (4) 16, 18, 22 and 23lb.; Mr Clark, Paisley (2) 15 and 22Ib. ; 
Mr. Cooper, Edinborough (1) 15!b.; Mr. Knox, Glasgow (2) 20 and 16lb. ; 
Mr. Thomas M. Ferguson, Glasgow (1) 15lb.; Mr. Young, (1) 18lb. ; Mr. J. A. 
Platt, Machington (1) 25lb.; Mr. H. C. F. McDonald, Seaforth High- 
landers (1) 20lb.; Mr. Wilson Moffat (1) 22lb.; Mr. T. Aitken, Edin- 
burgh (1) 15]b.; Mr. Fielden, Leeds (3) 18, 22, and_ 2glbs. ; 
Mr. Wardle, Leeds (4) 16lb., 18lb, 20lb., and 211b.; Mr. Townsend, 
Glasgow, (2) 21 1b., and 231b,; Mr. Jas. M. Blair, Glasgow (2) 18lb., and 
24 1b.; M. George Neilson, Edinboro’ (1) 18lb.; Mr. Alfred Harris, Remony 
(1) 241b.; Mr. William Gow (1) 18lb.; Mr. J. B. Gourley, Glasgow (1) Ig]b. ; 
Mr. Thos. Gourley (2) 171b. and 20lb. Onthe Dalquise water of the Tay, 
Mr. Robert Keay, of Perth, on Saturday killed a fine fish of Iglb; and on the 
Wednesday, on the Athole Arms Hotelwater, at Dunkeld, Mr. Walker, of 
Birnam, killed 3 fine fish, of 16 lb , 18., and 22 lb. respectively; and to-day 
he had another of 22lb. Loch and river alike seem to be swarming 
with fish, and with a better state of water than has yet obtained, the sport is 
anticipated to prove unusually good. The Earn, the best fishing tributary of 
the Tay, has not yet been tried to any purpose, owing to the spate upon it 
since the opening of the season. 


Thames (Eynsham). 

T am glad to be able to report that the floods are rapidly diminishing, so 
that the water willsoon bein the banks of the Thames if the present fine 
weather continues. We are now able to get at the Evenlode, and the water is 
in splendid condition. Several perch and a few jack were taken yesterday. 
A friend and myself have been out to-day, and had a capital take of perch and 
roach, two of the latter scaling 1} lb. each. We used as bait brandlings and 
small lobwo.ms.—W. B. Howe. 


Thames (Goring). 
‘Water going down, but very slowly ; it will do for roach about the end of the 
week if it keeps fine. It will take a week to get the water in good order for 
jack~fishing. Prospects look better for the next few days. Wind north-west. 


—JoHN RusH. 
Thames (Oxford). 


The fine weather of the past week has slightly lowered the height of the 
floods; and if we have the good fortune to enjoy a _ continuation 
of it, three days more will bring the Thames into fishable condi- 
tion, although it will, of course, be impossible to get to the bankside for some 
time to come ; yet in a punt a quiet turn along the eddies and bays ought to be 
productive of good results, and I have every hope, when I next write, of having 
something worth recording to send. However, if the high water of the past 
season has prevented anglers enjoying theic usual amount of sport, yet it has 
done good service in preserving the fish, and so the next one ought toshow some 
bags much above the general average. On the 18th a man fishing near Godstow 
had two jacks weighing 2} 1b. and 1} lb. respectively, and a few small catches 
of roach have been made in the flams, but none of them of any size. I don’t 


know if it is any- news to your readers, but on a sunny afternoon, if the boat is’ 


rightly managed, the roach may be seen working up and down the deeper parts 
of a flooded meadow in large shoals; then is the time to do some execution 
amongst them with the light fly-worm tackle I recommended some ten or twelve 
weeks ago. Yesterday a gentleman spinning between Iffley and Sandford 
landed a jack of 34 lb. A bargee informed me on Wednesday that between 
Gibraltar (Kirtlington) and Thrupp, he frightened a large dog otter off a jack 
(which my informant judged-at about 2 lb.), on which the brute was feeding; it 
is some years since Major Hill and his pack paid us a visit ; but I think if he was 
to give us another turn he would not be disappointed in either the quantity or 
the quality of his sport; but in such case I hope the dogs will not take it into 
their heads to try a sample of— THE CHERWELL OTTER. 


Thames (Twickenham). 


_ Wind, S.W., and weather like spring, and it isan ‘‘ ill wind that blows 
nobody any good.’’ The ‘‘ blow”? at Teddington Lock which took place 
last Monday has not only relieved the whole of the Uplands, and with two 
or three fine days has been the cause of lowering our water between four or 
five feet in the upright, and if the weather keeps fine, by the time this is in 
print the river will be in splendid condition for angling, and I have no 
doubt that our stock of fish has been greatly increased through this accident. 
Jack Spong has been out to day, Thursday, and took four dezen good fish,— 


ALFRED PERRIN. 
Thames (Walton.) 


“When things come to the worst they are sure to mend,”’ but it is evident that 

as far as we are concerned here there is no prospect of any mending going on 
for a week or two, unless it is ‘‘mending nets.’? ‘The water has been two 
inches high in my bar, and everywhere you look it is all ‘* Silvery ”’(?) Thames, 

_ As to prospects there are nune, sport ditto, and I don’t know what to re- 
commend as the best baits and flies, &c.—in fact, it would be a daring fish to 
venture out in the river proper with sucha streain. There cannot be any fish- 
ing for a fortnight, and then only ifthe weather keeps fine and dry. The water 
hascertainly fallen two feet since Thursday last, but considering it is six feet 

_ above proper level, it will take some time before it settles down to its natural 
state. What is to be done with the Clerk of the Weather ?—HeEnry E. 


Woop. 
The Moy (Ballina) and Loogh Conn. 


Although the river and the Lough have fallen very considerably for the last 
few days, still the water is not in order for salmon fishing. Not a salmon fly 
has been wet on river or Lough up to the present. Should there be no more 
heavy storms with rain this week, the river ought to be in nice order by the 

| middle of next week. Spring salmon are running plentiful, to judge by the 
takesin the weir. Trout fishers are doing well on the Bunree, and below its 
junction with the Moy some good sport has been got. As many as three dozen 
| and three have been killed by one rod in a few hours; others have to be content 
with half-a-dozen to one-and-a-half dozen; all white trout, varying,in weight 
from }1b. to 3lb., the most of them in splendid condition.—FRANK 


HEARNS, 
Trent (Newark). 
The water is now fining down very nicely; under the present circumstances 








the river should be in capital trim by the time this is in print ; in fact, yesterday 
and to-day the river was fining down so rapidly that a few anglers were tempted 
to visit the river side, but nething much was done in the way of sport ; a very few 
reach and dace falling victims to the attractions of a cockspur worm, this bait 
will be found the best under the present condition of things ; try the deep eddies 
by the side of a stream, but beware of the ground bait, use it very very sparingly; 
a dozen large worms clipped up very small, will be quite sufficient.—TuE 
TRENT OTTER. 

P.8.—Prospects look a little better now than they have for some time past, 


Trent (Nott'ngham), 


For once in a way we have had a short spell of settled weather, and on Tues. 
day, Wednesday, and Thursday anglers mustered in stronger force on the 
banks of the river than has been the case for some weeks past. On the last- 
named day the water was in splendid condition for coarse fishing, and although 
the wind was rather rough some very choice lots of roach were brought down 
from Trent, Sawley, and Shardlow. A few chub were also killed. On Tues- 
day I was out at Weston, and caught a miscellaneous lot of roach, dace, and 
chub. Mr. S. Sills, ever on a ‘‘ good thing,’”? succeeded on Wednesday in 
taking a very handsome pike of 10} 1b. He was out again on Friday, the 16th. 
On Thursday evening there was a splendid gathering of anglers at the Well- 
ington Hctel, where some excellent species have been weighed in.--THa MAN 
AT THE CLuss. 

Tweed and Teviot. 

The angling in these rivers during the past week has been good amongst the 
trout, but as these denizens of the rivers are not in anything like good 
condition, it is a pity that they are allowed to be taken. Of the salmon angling 
those days that have been in favouc of the disciple of old Izaak have produced 
fairly well. On Saturday, Mr. Drummond, on his water at Edvan House, had 
a couple of clean fish, and on the same day, Mr. James Kelso had one of 7} lb. 
On Monday the latter gentleman had one of 8 Ib. on the same water—Hender- 
syde; and on Tuesday and Wednesday he landed a number of fish, which 
were, however, returned to the river. ‘he rivers are now getting in good ply, 
and as there are large quantities of clean fish up, the chances of the angler loox 
well. | Nets.—Since the opening of the salmon net fishings, the number of fish 
killed in the Coldstream district has been exceedingly large, thus verifying our 
statement of last week as to the amount of clean salmonin the river. Kilts 
and diseased are rarely seen, and everywhere things have a promising look for 
an unusual season among the Salmo salar. ‘Yhe following takes will give an 
idea of what has been done:—Cornwill water, Friday and Saturday, 28 salmon, 
34 trout. Lemmel Haugh water, Friday and Saturday, 16 salmon, 44 trous. 
English water, Friday and Saturday, 9 salmon 34 trout. Twizel Boathouse 
water, Friday only, 40 salmon, 200 trout.—MAXWHEEL. 


Witham (Boston). 


Once more are anglers’ inclinations being flattered, for brilliant sunshine and 
a dry bracing wind is sweeping over the Fen district, drying up the saturated 
and muddy surface, clearing the waters as they run down, and bringing every - 
thing in nature into a bettertune. By the end of the week there will be glorious 
doings, but anglers have been so grievously disappointed that they will, perhaps, 
be cautious of over confidence. As yet there is nothing to report of any conse- 
quence thatI am aware of. The efforts of the old angling association of Shef- 
field to procure a water of their own nearer home is not viewed with much 
favour by the townsfolk here ; but among anglersthere is a kind of veiled re- 
joicing. Very little, they consider, is to be got out of the majority of those 
who come down, and the opinion is they get even more than a guid pro quo for 
all their generosity in the shape of fish they takeaway. I see it boasted that 
30,000 Sheffield anglers wereat Boston last year, which represented £15,000 
taken out of the town. Itwould becurious to know the exact proportion of 
this £15,000 that found its way into the angling association treasury and the 
pockets of the Boston tradespeople. But these are matters very secondary to my 
purpose. There are fish in plenty and to spare in the Boston waters, and Boston 
people are glad to welcome any stranger.—THr YELLOW BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Since my last report, both the Wye and Derwent have run down into 
fair condition for fly fishing, and several brace of both trout and grayling have 
been killed with the artificial fly. The claret body bumble, hare’s ear dun, 
furnace and spider flies, have all killed fish. The greatest quantity of fish 
have been killed on the Derwent, with the Derby trout killer, trolling ; and trout 
over a pound a piece have been killed; the bottom fishers all up and down the 
Derwent have landed some fair samples of both trout, grayling, and coarse 
fish with cockspur worms for baits. On last Thursday week there was an otter 
killed at Bakewell, by Mr. Critchlow onthe banks of the Wye. We have 
many all over Derbyshire just now.—G. J. EATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 


For the last fortnight no accounts have reached me of anything being done 
on this stream. About eight days or more of that time have been wet and windy, 
and in some cases very so, putting fishing out of the questions The floods have 
subsided and the water is now in its normal condition, and should it please the 
Clerk of the Weather to be kind, we may look forward to some good angling. 
This has been the worst jack season I remember for several years. I was lucky 
enough to hook five in about half-hour last week, four of which I landed, others 
the same day did fairly well, but the size was small—notbing over 6lb. Barber, 
the notorious poacher on the Yare and Bure, was fined £5 and costs for resist- 
ing the water bailiff, ashort time since, and I have not heard anyone comp ain 
of the amount except to wish it could have been more. I expect a conviction for 
taking jackon the Bure. A summons has been issued tor using dead lines, on 
which were two good pike. I congratulate the watcher Clare, and hopea few 
others of this sort may be caught and convicted. To-day (Thursday) has beea 
like a summer's day, and I think bids fair for the brethren.—RoBurt MOLL. 


Yore (Hawes). 

Since the opening of the season there have! een several fine waters for bottom 
fishing, and they have been taken advantage of. Basketsof 3 and 4 Ib. have 
been quite common. The fish are in moderate season, I have only got abcut 
8 brace, andI must say they lookedrather blue. LIheard of a lad having taken 
173 brace on the opening day, and from what I can gather they were of rather 
small stamp, but ‘‘all is fish that comes to the net ’’ in this district. Are there 
any grayling in the Swale ? and if so, is the ‘*hush’’ detrimental to them ? Will 
Mr. Ford kindly answer this query in yournext. To-day (Wednesday) is very 
wet, and there is every appearance of a flood, so that bottom fishers are 
literally revelling in their favourite style —J. Corry. 

[ We feel sure there are no grayling in the Swale, but Mr. Ford or Mr. 
Walbran can tell us.—Ep. ] 


92 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


a 


[Fes. 24, 18838 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. F. Arnold and Mr. Dwelly, roach and dace, weight, 81b. 154 0z. on 
the 11th inst. The members wil compete for nine prizes, in a pegged-down 
match, at the Forty Guinea Water, on the 25th inst., if the water is fishable. 
All to meet at the Rye House.—J, WORLEDGE. 


Feb. 18. —— 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks, the receipt of 
£1 1s. from T. Spreckley, 41 1s. from P. Geen, and £1 1s. from F. H. 
Lemann, annual subscriptions.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

Feb 22nd. : 
APPLETREEWICK, BARDEN, AND BURNSALL ANGLING 
CLUB. 

The annual meeting of the members of this club was’ held at the Rose and 
Crown Inn, Ikley, on Saturday afternoon, when Mr. Burrows, of Leeds, was 
called to the chair. The minutes of the committee were read, showing the 
business transacted during the past year, and discussion arose on one item, the 
committee having taken decided action in regard to the prevention of salmon 
coming up the river. Mr. Lister Robinson asked to see the correspondence, 
as he considered it would be an advantage to the river if salmon were allowed 
to come up. Mr, Hart (Bradford) did not think it mattered much, as what 
the committee had done had not influenced the conservators, who had, irre- 
spective of their action, decided not to let salmon come up the river, He 
controverted the assertion of Mr. Robinson that salmon would dono harm 
and he felt that in the higher reaches of the river, where the water was very 
shallow, the trout would soon be exterminated. Believing this to be the case 
they had sent the letter referred to in the minutes. The chairman thought the 
committee had done 1ight, and asked Mr. Robinson if he did not think they 
had gone in accordance with their convictions ? Mr. Robinson : No doubt they 
have, but I don’t think they have done right, as I feel the salmon would not 
exterminate the trout. The matter was then allowed to drop, as the members 
generally were satisfied with the action of the committee, and the minutes 
were passed. During the year 40,000 ova had been turned into the club’s 
waters, and it was expected to do the same this season. The report concluded 
with thanks to all those who so kindly granted fishing rights to the club over 
their respective grounds, including the Duke of Devonshire. The report and 
balance-sheet were adopted, and officers elected as follows :—Secretary, Mr. 
T. J. Critchley, Ilkley; treasurer, Mr. Crabtree, Addingham ; committee 
Messrs. Burrows (J-eeds), Suttle (Otley), Hart (Bradford), Wilkinson (Otley), 
E. Margerison (Addingham), Dawson (Otley), Lister (Barden), Watson (Hors- 
forth), Chippendale (Ilkley), Legard (Horsforth); auditor, Mr. Morrell (Salt- 
aire). Some alterations were made to the rules, and it was decided to use the 
surplus funds for the employment of an additional watcher on the club’s length 
of water, which now. extends for 16 miles. 








BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 

On the 18th inst., the competition which should have taken place was 
registered a blank, owing to the bad condition of the water; but on Tuesday 
the meadows had lost the large sheet of water that have covered them so long 
which induced Mr. Gardner, of Ditchling Rise, an old gamester, to try his 
skill at Isfield, river Ouse, and succeeded in landing a jack in rather bad con- 
dition, weighing 21 lb. 14} 0z., measuring 3 feet 7 inches long, girth 1 foot 9 
inches, and 5 inches through the back. This fish is the champion with the 
above association, just outdoing the one caught two years ago by Mr. Hassell 
which scaled 20 1b. Mr. Gardner has been photographed with the jack at his 
feet by Mr. H. Spink, our hon. secretary, Wind W. Heavy fog—Live 


SNAP. ee eee 
BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society met on Wednesday evening, and discussed various subjects con- 
nected with piscatorial business, The secretary read a paper on the ‘‘ Pro- 
pagation, Culture, and Preservation of Fish,’’ for which he received a vote of 
thanks. A few members will, on the 25th, once again fish the troubled 
waters. Messrs. Bodell, Booth, Barrett, H. Jones, Dunn, Green, E. W. 
Jones, Chalmers, Alsopp and others, with recitations and songs, contributed ; to 
the harmony of the evening. Mr. Green discoursed superbly upon the concertina, 
The piano solos were admirably rendered by Mr. Alsopp.—Minzs 
Douay, sec. i 


CITY OF LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

To inaugurate the opening of the above-named club a supper, to which the 
members and a few friends were invited, was given on Thursday, the 9th inst. 
by Captain Hoblyn (treasurer), at Lloyd’s Hotel, 16, West Derby Road. 
The excellent repast having been done full justice to, and the cloth removed 
the chair was taken by H. Godsoe, Esq., and the vice-chair by T. Till Esq., 
when the usual loyal toasts were proposed and duly honoured. These were 
followed by ‘‘ Success to the City of Liverpool Angling Association,’’ ‘¢ The 
Kindred Societies,’’ and ‘‘ The Visitors.’’? ‘The toast, “‘Our Worthy Host and 
Treasurer, Captain Hoblyn,’’ having been proposed and most enthusiastically 
received, the rest of the evening was spent in a most enjoyable manner. being 
enlivened by several songs and recitations. This club, which only commenced 
at the beginning of the year, has already exceeded the most sanguine expec- 
tations of the promoters, and it augurs well for the future that members are 
joining weekly in increasing numbers, 
concession in fares from the different railways running out of Liverpool and 
Birkenhead.—R. R. PICKTHALL, sec. 

CITY OF LONDON. ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

A\ few of our members were pegged down on the 18th, at King’s Langley, to 
fish for three prizes, Mr. Macdonald winning Mr. Nitz’s prize, value 305. ; 
Mr. Castell winning Mr. Plumstead’s prize, value tos. 6d.; and Mr. ak Davis 
third ; Messrs. Osman and J. Chambers also had fish.—Cas. 

[Your letter has been anticipated by another correspondent.—ED | 








COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In consequence of the flooded state of the river at Bourne End, the match 
that was arranged to take place there by the above society they have abandoned 
the idea of going there, and they will go to Uxbridge instead, and go where 

‘you please.—C, R&EVES, sec. 

Feb, 22. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of the above society fished for ten prizes on February i8th 
only six being taken; the remainder to be fished for on February 2 sth—go 


The society has obtained the usual | 


where they choose. The winners being Mr. Herhorn, Mr. Snook, Mr. Ormes, Mr. 
G. Bates, G. Hughes, W. Wheeler. Our East Central return visit took place 
last Monday, and was a bumper, our large room being crowded; the harmony 
was capital, the pool being called at eleven. Fifteen clubs responded, and two 
clubs not on the list ; and on behalf of the Good Intent I thank those clubs most 
heartily for their visit. Our annual supper takes place next Tuesday, the 
27th, when we hope to have a large gathering. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts chairman, 
Mr. G. Grom vice-chairman ; supper on the table at 9 o’clock, sharp.— 
R. MurpuHy, [ee 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY.» ~ 

This society, I am pleased to report, continues not only to improye “in its 
enrolment of members, but also inits bringing our fishing members on any day 
the weather is any way suitable. Mr. Bayfield caught a good jack, 11} lb. 
at Ormésby, ‘although there were many liggers out belonging to’ the landed 
proprietor; another gentleman caught one of 7 Ib. in weight during the. 
week, where the Bure Preser vators have jurisdiction, but the best catch made 
was my friend on a wherry, who was supposed to have illegal nets in his 
possession, and who, in not very g ood language, ordered the water balliff off 
or he would put him, or something to that effect, and sohe did but it was to. 
geta summons, andthemagistrates fined hin £5,aad about 50s. more for cos's, 
Lhave no doubt the salesman will again find money, but another catch has been 
made, and the next summons is for liggering, but I can only hope that justice 
will be done; but I must wait until after next Monday, when I hope to be able 
to inform the readers of the FrsHinG GAZETTE who the two jack taken off the 
liggers were for. It would not pay to send them to Manchester or London, as 
they only weighed 141b. the two, and I can only hope that no gentleman 
would be so mean and paltry as to get marshmen, or any one, to poach to 
obtain them, either for.a present or any otherpurpose. The weather is now in 
good trim for jack fishing at any of our broads, and we should be most happy 
to see any London anglers down before the season fur jack fishing expires.— 
J. Lark, sec. 

P.S. I may mention that I hear the £5 fine was presented ‘to the Bure 
Preservation Society, when paid to the magistrates’ clerk. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The meeting of this society on Tuesday eyening proved of considerable in- 
terest, although the attendance was not so large as on some recent occasions. 
The chair was taken by H. Howse, Esq. A letter was read from the United 
London Fisheries Society, offeriny the society the loan of one of their hatch- 
ing boxes, an offer it was resolved to accept, a special vote of thanks being 
afterwards passed to the Fisheries Society, and also to Mr. Hoole, for hiskind- 
ness in the matter. Mr. R. Ghurney, of the Lea Preservation Department, 
East Central Association, made some useful observations in reference to these 
boxes, and a brief discussion followed. Mr. Frost will again’ represent the 
society at the annual contest of angling societies held at Loch Leven, and will 
be accompanied by another member, so that the two tickets reserved for the 
Gresham will be utilised. Mr. Norman exhibited a rod, which he found useful 
when fishing under boughs, and which was favcurably criticised by the gentle- 
men present. The peculiarity of the rod was that only the top joint was 
ringed, the line passing through the entire length of the other joints, which 


-were, of course, hollow. The next paper will be read on Tuesday, March 6th, 


probably by Dr. Theodore Cash, of which full notice will be given. Edward 
Birkbeck, Esq., M.P., Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition; Mr, Alderman Cotton, M.P., and Alder- 
man Sir William McArthur, M.P., K.C.M.G., have become vice-presidents 
of the society, a fact that will tend further to confirm thesociety in the position 
it has taken up, and on which the members may well be congratulated.—C. 





HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The distribution of the prizes took place last Monday evening, after which 
avery pleasant evening was spent, Mr. R. Ford in the chair, faced by 
Mr. A, Williams.—C. J. MILLIE. : 

HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

For some weeks past a goodly number of our members have journeyed forth 
both far and near in pursuit of their favourite sport ; but, owing to the swollen 
state of the rivers, with more or less success. However, despite all disadvantages 
and drawbacks, the reputation ot the club for good shows has been fairly main- 
tained, and our records prove the weighing in of some excellent roach, perch, 
and jack. On 18thinst. Mr. Higley had a pretty jack from Basingstoke, 
scaling nearly 8 lb,—JAs. EDWD. WHEATLRY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

As announced last wees, the members will compete for the two special prizes 
which were not taken on the 11th instant, on the 25th inst., same conditians : 
Messrs. H. Auburn and G. Edwards, will each give a prize to be fished for 
on March 4th, between ‘‘Cook’s Weir’’ and the ‘ Cattle Bridge” at St. ~ 
Margaret’s, and in event of these prizes not being taken on the day named, 
they shall be fished for on that day week. 





LIVERPOOL CENTRAL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

This association removed their meetings from 13, Queen’s Square to 120, 
Dale Street, when Mr. Chandler weighed in 8 lb. 10 oz. of rudd, Mr. A, 
Harrison, 6 lb. 5 oz.; Mr. McKee, 3 lb. 12 oz.—W. WILDS, hon, sec.’ 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 18th inst., and returned with some capital 
sport. Mr. Humphreys headed the list with a fine jack, weighing 4 lb. 54 oz.; 
Mr. Letch had a fine showof roach; Messrs. Hurwood, R. Hopton, and 
Petrie, roach. Mr. Scott was out on the 19th, and returned with a show of 
roach and perch.—-W. H. EvAwns, sec. 

Feb. 15, : : 
LONDON AND SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY ANGLING CLUB. 

NorTiceE To MEMBERS. 

In consequence of the floods, the match, as arranged for the 18th inst., 
was postponed till the qth March. The place will be arranged at. the 
meeting on Friday, March 2nd, all members to attend that meeting if possible. 
The directors of the London and South-Western Railway have kindly given 
the right of fishing in the gullies between Staines and Wraysbury on the upside 
to this club. All members availing themselves of this favour must, when 
asked, produce their cards of membership and book of rules. It is the inten- 
tion of the committee to prosecute all trespassers on the railway,—J. 
‘WOODCOCK, sec. 

[If well stocked, the gulley would yield capital sport, —ED.] | 
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MANCHESTER AND DISTRICT AMALGAMATED ANGLERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. Pay 

Minutes of adjourned meeting of the Manchester district of the Association, 
lneld at the house of Mr. Henry Taylor, Jolly Angler, Russell-street, Hulme, 
‘February 15th, 1880 :—Moved by Mr. Rock and seconded by Mr, Hewitt that 
ithe minutes of the jast meeting, as read, were correctly recorded and be 
adopted. Moved by Mr. Bailey and seconded by Mr. Taylor that the secretary 
communicate with the landlord of the Jodderil Arms with a view to obtain the 
right of fishing in the Whaley Bridge reservoir; and that a committee be 
appointed to carry it out. Moved by Mr. Bailey and seconded by Mr. Procter 
that Messrs. Ridgway, Thomas, Rock, Oliver, Rathbone, and Peacock be the 
commiitee. Moved by Mr. Procter and seconded by Mr. Holmes, that the 
secretary be empowered to call a meeting after the preliminaries are arranged. 
Moved by Mr. Rock and seconded by Mr. Robinson that this district support 
‘oue two delegates in their endeavours to expunge the minute passed last July 
as to the weighing in of fish, and that a copy of this be sent to the next delegate 
meeting; the said minute being, ‘‘ That each district make their own by-laws 
as regards the weighing in of fish caught by their members.’? Moved by Mr. 
Ramsbottom and seconded by Mr. Oliver that the next quarterly meeting be 
held at the house of Mr. Holding, Globe Inn, Edward-street, Oldham-road. 
‘Moved by Mr. Procter and seconded by Mr. Hewitt that a vote of thanks be 
given to Mr. Rathbone for presiding this evening. In addition to the above, 
the delegates (Messrs. Bailey and Oliver) gave their reports of the last delegate 
meeting. -JOHN THOMAS, sec, 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

On Monday evening last Mr. T. Crumplen, hon. secretary of the Gresham 
Angling Cub, read a paper—subject, ‘Fish Life.’’ The reading was in 
every way a success, the club-room being well filled with members and their 
friends. The prizes down to be fished for on the 18th inst. at Pangbourne, 
owing to the flooded state of the river, could not be brought off... The 
date now fixed for these prizes to be fisked for is March 11th.—W. H., sec. 

Sebi 2its aa 
‘ STEPNEY ANGLING: SOCIETY. 

We were saved from a blank on the 18th inst. by Mr. B. Lees, with a jack, 
weighing 11]b. 140z., which is now in the hands of Mr. Brock, Rhodeswell 
‘Road, Stepney, for preservation.—E. P. Peirce, sec. 
Feb. 20. es 

THE BRADFORD WALTONIAN CLUB. 
__ The annual meeting of this angling club was held on Monday evening, 19th 
February, at Leuchter’s Restaurant, Bradford. The president (Mr. J. W. 
M‘Knight) presided, and there was a fair attendance of members. ‘Tne reports 
of the secretary and treasurer were of a favourable nature, and from the state- 
ment of the keeper of the club’s water the coming season, which commences on 
March ist, is likely to prove a successful one. Warm acknowledgment was 
made of Lord Hothfield’s generous treatment of the club, and of the kindness 
‘displayed by his lordship’s agent, Mr. Barrett. It was decided to make a 
further addition to the stock of trout in the club’s water (about 30 acres of lake- 
reservoit) at Silsden Airepale. The following officers were elected for the 
year :—President, Mr. J. W. M:Knight; vice-president, Mr. W: M. Berry ; 
treasurer, Mr. C. Leuchters; secretary, Mr. W. H. Hall Ward; committee, 
Messrs. A. R. Byles, Fraser, Pepper, Swithenbank, and Forrest. 





‘ THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The next smoking concert will be held in the society’s room, on Monday, 
the 26th inst., under the presidency of Mr. Blarney, when all friends will be 
cordially received ; and as this is the last day for showing pike, according to 
the rules, seveal members purpose going out to private waters, and it may be 
anticipated that a good show will reward those who may be present. Messrs. 
Blamey, Foreman, H. Gray, N. F. Harrison, Huggett, Perelli-Rocco, and 
C. P. Wheatstone have consented to act as stewards and take charge of tables 
at the annual dinner, on the 7th March next, in the new Venetian Saloon, at 
the Holborn Restaurant, under the chairmanship of Sir John Whittaker Ellis, 
Bart., supported by Mr. F. H. Lemann, and, as more than 100 tickets have 
already been issued, bids fair to be, as usual, a great success.—J. L. 





| THE SOUTH EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above society met at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, Blackfriars 
Road, S.E., on Wednesday at 8.30. It was resolved to give a series of prizes 
to be fished for on the eleventh day of March next ; the competition to be open 

to all (whether belonging to a society or not), go where you ; please all fish to 
weigh, Full particulars will be published in next week’s FISHING GAZETTE. 








RESOLUTION PROPOSED ae en RICHMOND PISCATORIAL 
i ; OCIETY. 
“That the Thames Angling Preservation Society be requested to convene 
another meeting of the Conference of Angling Societies and Clubs which took 
place on the 15th August last at the Cannon Street Hotel, with the view of 
considering the Bye-Laws of the River Thames Conservancy as now issued, and 
taking such steps as may be deemed advisable to prevent their becoming Law 
in their present form,” 


‘ 


RE 





MR. T, CRUMPLEN, hon sec. of the Gresham Angling Society, has 
been elected a member of the general committee of the Great Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition. Mr. Crumplen is also one of the 
representatives of the London angling clubs on the exhibition loan 
department sub-committee, and a member of the National Fish 
Culture Association of Great Britain and Ireland. Mr. Crumplen’s 

‘Capital lecture on the ‘‘ Life of a Fish,” last Monday evening, at the 
North-Western Angling society’s room was most successful, 
Last Monday a serious accident might have occurred at Teddington lock 
through the washing away of part of the lock knownas “‘ the Wheels.” This is the 
part which was built of masonry, and fitted with iron wheels, used for passing 
over light boats instead of passing through the lock: A steam tug and barge, 
waiting to pass through the lock, were carried through the gap, but luckily 
‘without any accident occurring to either.. The Thames Conservancy are busy 
| With a large gang of men, forming a dam with bags of sand, previous to repair- 
ing the damage, which is yery considerable. 
! 








AQUATIC PLANTS, &c., 


SUCH AS ARE ADAPTED FOR SUB-AQUATICS AND THE MARGINS 
oF FrsH PONDS, LAKES, AND STREAMS. 


THE cultivation of water plants, mollusca, &c., being a most 
important and necessary adjunct of successful fish culture, and 
having had many inquiries concerning these, I have been led to make 
atrangements as far as possible for a supply ot some of the most 
desirable. The trouble and cost of collecting to one focus, and culti- 
vating, is considerable; but I have, in arranging the following list, 
fixed the prices at the least possible rates to be remunerative :— 


Each, Per Doz. Pertroo, 
BERGE Secs ssp d. 
White Water Lily (Nymphza alba)., Tek eeLOeLOraA 7Op 0 
Yellow Water Lily (Nuphar lutea) Pk OMe os Oe Ons 2 7204/0 
Water Lobelia (Lobelia Dortmanna) TOA tr te Orig a0 96 
Water Quillwort (Iscetes lacustris) .. On 2m tina lee OF oh 5! ec O 
Water Plantain (Alisma plantago) .. Ole Ae as ORF 20 LO 
Water Thyme (Anacharis alsinastrum) 
HeDpunchOm sea 2. Our, .15. 10 
Water Milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum) each o 3... 2 5.. I 8 
Mare’s Tail (Hippuris vulgaris) ae at Ole Ace 3 Ok ron, 250 
Water Crowfoot (Ranunculus aquatilis) Oar 3a 2 One Loe O 
Water Violet (Hottonia palustris) .,. ee yee tg 
Pondweed (Potamogeton natans) ., Om 2am Ta: Oats ce SO, O 
Yellow Iris (Iris pseud-Acorus) as Ome Ameren fee Once 25a" O 
Purple Iris (Iris variegata), var. ae PLOetOe mse Outi 25 un O 
Bulrush (Typha latifolia) ‘ic a On Oe Seats 351 O 
Lesser Bulrush (Typha angustifolia) .. a2 Olu 30° 0). 
Bur Reed (Sparganium ramosum) .. Oe 2a fet? eats LO O 
Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) .. yO mes awl Oees 2 5 O 
Water Cress (Nasturtium officinale). . Oren? Goi len Om05 0 


A number of others are also obtainable. 
Assorted collections of aquatic plants from 5s. to 5os. 


I shall have pleasure in receiving in exchange any really good 
plants not in stock. 

In order to keep a good quality of trout, it is needful to feed them 
on proper food, Nothing is better than fresh-water shrimps and 
mollusca; and having had many inquiries for these of late, I have 
made arrangements for a supply, and orders should be sent in at 
once if required before spring. The price for a small quantity is 
about 20s. per 1000; but for a larger number it would be possible to 
make special arrangements at a much lower price, as the cost of 
collecting would be proportionately less. 

Perch ova, tos. per 1000. 
Letters to be addressed to 
J. J. ARMISTEAD, 
Douglas Hall, Dalbeattie, N.B. 


[The above is information which we find in Mr. Armistead’s cata- 
logue of trout ova, &c. So many of our readers are interesting 
themselves in fish culture, that we are sure they will value the above. 
The fresh-water shrimp isa fattening food for fish, and, when once 
placed in a water, soon establishes itself. We advise the purchase of 
a small lot, and the placing of them in a piece of back-water where 
they are not likely to be molested. The culture of food for fish must 
keep pace with the culture of the fish themselves. The Loch Leven 
mollusca, which give such a delicious flavour to Loch Leven trout 
ought to be introduced into English lakes and streams.—ED. ] 








USK AND EBBW CONSERVANCY—CLUB 

TEHBa- USK, 

ABERGAVENNY FISHING ASSOCIATION.—ANNUAL MEETING, 
THE annual general meeting of this society was held at the Angel 
Hotel, The Rey. Father Guy occupied the chair, and there were 
present :—Major Sladen, Messrs, R. W. Bigg, W. Saunders, Frank 
Morgan, — Peek, C. J. Daniel, A. Gould, R. W. Draper, Iltyd 
Gardner, W. Davis,—-Kynch, John Pritchard,—Hewer, &c. 

The Treasurer (Mr. C. J. Daniel) read the annual report of the com- 
mittee as follows :— 

‘‘ Gentlemen,—Your committee have pleasure in reporting that your 
finances arein a good and flourishing condition, the gross receipts for 
the season 1882 being £95 13s. 6d., as against £81 18s. in 1881. Your 
sub-committee carried out the instructions of your committee with 
regard to burying some salmon restsin the river, at a cost of £9 9s. 1d., 
exclusive of the purchase of the shoot, which it was deemed advisable 
to keep, so that it may be used, if required, at any future time, at a 
cost of £4. The total weight of stones put into the river was 22 tons 
6cwt. The total balance in hand is £27 12s. 14d., as against 
623 38. 83d. Net gain, £4 8s.5d. onthe year. Your committee have 
altered Rule 10, at the express wish of several members, by cutting 
out the words, ‘And no bottom fishing after 9 p.m.’” 

The report was adopted on the proposition of Mr. R. W. Bigg, se- 
conded by Mr. W. Saunders. 

Major Sladen proposed (in accordance with some remarks made by 
the chairman that autumn, soon after the close of the fishing season 
would be a better time for the general meeting than January, inas- 
much as grievances would be fresher in the minds of members, and so 
they would have a better chance of getting them redressed before the 
payment of the January subscription) that the general meeting in 
future be held as early as possible in autumn, after the close of the 
season. 


Mr, A, Gould seconded this proposition, 


WATER ON 
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After considerable discussion as to the best time of day for holding 
the general meeting, it was resolved to ascertain the feelings of the 
country members before fixing the time. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR THE SEASON, 1883. f 

The following gentlemen were then elected to office for the ensuing 
season on the proposition of Major Sladen, seconded by Mr. W. Davis: 
Mr. B. St. John Edward Matthews, President; Rev. Father Guy, vice- 
President; Mr. C. J. Daniel, Treasurer; Mr. R. Baker Gabb and 
Mr. R. W. Bigg, Hon. Secs. : : 

The Chairman now announced that if any member were dissatisfied 
with the rules, it was his time to speak, before the election of the 
committee, because the formation of the rules rested entirely in the 
hands of those gentlemen. 

There being no reply to this challenge, 

Mr. C. J. Daniel explained that the Commissioners had in letting 
the water to the association made a condition that two of the members 
of the board should be included in the committee, viz., the chairman 
and Mr, Frank Morgan. The following gentlemen were then elected 
on the committee :— 

The Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, Mr. Frank Morgan, 
Major Sladen, Messrs, J. Prichard, Chas. Howells, W. Davis, Iltyd 
Gardner, \WW. Saunders, and A. Gould. 

‘¢ BITTERN.”’ 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





WEstwoop.—It would be impossible, except at enormous expense, to 
print the shades of colours of silks for flies in the GAZETTE. 
It is a difficult matter, without seeing the water, to answer your 
question; but we think if the ‘‘hush’’ is not present in quantity 
sufficient to kill the trout and other fish or their food (insects, &c.), 
that the grayling would live. -Of course they should be put into the 
river well above the first stream; and then if they get acclimatised 
and live, they will drop down and spread all over the river. You should putin 
fish of from 4 1b. upwards, so as to get a crop of spawnas early as possible. 
In somerivers, pure enough for anything, grayling will not thrive. We 
believe we are correct in saying that grayling exist in one or two Yorkshire 
streams, which suffer from lead mine ‘‘hush.’? Our own impression is 
that this ‘‘hush”’ is-more fatal to insect and vegetable than to fish life, 
but fish must have food. A healthy growth of water plants is, in our view, 
the best criterion of the purity and feeding power of a river. The river 
Colne, for instance, grows the finest and most abundant and luxuriant 
crops of water plants of several kinds, and it also grows the finest trout, 
perch, dace, roach, &c. Perhaps some of our North country readers will 
give us their experience of the effect of ‘‘hush’* on a grayling stream— 
when the hush is present only in small quantities, of course.—ED. 

W. R.—See ourreply to Westwood, which also answers part of your query. 
The river Mr. H S. Hall referred to was the Derbyshire Derwent—and 
good trout flies will kill grayling. One of the best grayling flies in Derby- 
shire is the dotteril; it is dressed hackle, with dotteril feather and lemon 
yellow silk body; it isa capital fly. The grayling does not spawn until it 
is two or even three years old; it spawns in April or May on the gravel, 
and ina sharpstream. The spots it prefers are where gravel has collected 
tosome depth in the holes and inequalities of a bed of rock with a fairly 
sharp stream running over them. The best months for grayling are from 
September to March, according to season.—ED. 

W. K. D.—We have asked the publisher to send you'a copy, and hope the 
pipe will draw serenely in future.—Ep., 


- 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


PRIZE-FISHING AND CLUB ANGLERS. 

SrrR,—Will you allow me, for the information of your readers, and Mr. 
Ravensbourne in particular, to correct Mr. Ravensbourne’s paragraph xe Club 
Members’ Amberley Match, 1882. 

In the first place, it was not a club match, but open to all anglers, the prize 
being given by the proprietor of the Houghton Bridge Inn, Amberley. In the 
second place, the fraud was attempted by a countryman, a native of Leatherhead, 
who was seen to get in at Leatherhead station by the writer himself, who can 
positively vouch for the fairness with which all the London men fished in this 
match. 

If Mr. Ravensbourne’s other quotations are as correct as this one, I thiak his 
letter is a complete failure, and speaks volumes for the fairness of the bulk of 
London club men, I object to false, unfair statements being made in order to 
gain a point. Allow me to tell Ravenbourne this is not at all fair fishing. In 
conclusion, if Mr. Ravensbourne would like to join our club, I should have much 
pleasure in making him amember. He could then try his hand to gain the 
society’s club prize for gross weight, when I feel sure he would admit, if money 
was the object the society’s guinea would not pay him for his time, trouble, or 
skill.—I am, &c., GoiReeee 

Feb, 17. 


PRIZE-FISHING AND NEWARK ANGLERS. 

S1z,—I did not intend to take up any more of your valuable space on the 
above subject, but ‘* Trent Otter ’’ has had a last word, and I am sure you will 
not deny me the same privilege. 

In glancing over the first portions of his letter, I see he is still able to prove 
this or that, but up to the present has failed to prove anything, except his own 
error in commencing this correspondence. 

‘« Trent Otter’’ charges me with writing at random about the Nottingham 
clubs, and quotes Rule 13 of our own club as proofof it. Butlet me tell him 
that between a large town like Nottingham, where there are dozens of fishing 
clubs, and Newark with its three or four, and where allclub members are known 
to each other, and know as a rule when a good fish has been weighed in at any 
of the clubs, there is a vast difference; anda rule that would do for a smail 


» 
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town like Newark, wou'd not do at all fur a larger one, and which is shown by 
the fact that there is not a single club in Nottingham that has a rule to that 
effect, viz., that any member will be allowed the option of weighing the same 
fish in any other club ; so that he is writing at random, and not I. And [still © 
adhere to my statement that fish are marked after weighing, to prevent them 
being weighed in at another club, and if any Nottingham anglers see my statement — 
I think they will bear me out. And, for myself, I can see no objection to one © 
man weighing the same fish in two clubs, if he subscribes to both, in a small 
town like Newark, which is a totally different thing to half.a-dozen members — 
weighing the same fish in half-a-dozen different clubs. Neither do [remember ~ 
any fish being weighed in this club after their tails had been marked, because, | 
as a matter of fact, they do not mark them at all at the other clubs in 
Newark. 

‘‘ Trent Otter’? calls attention to two 14 oz. dace that have been preserved 
here, one of which took a first prize, and aSks, ‘‘ Did it have its. tail cut, I 
wonder?’? And my answer is, No. First, because at the time that dace was 
weighed in we had not a rule that ‘¢ Ali fish wil be marked after weighing ”™’ ; 
secondly, I said, generally the tail cut, and now we have this rule it is an 
understanding, where there is no doubt the member wished to have the 
fish preserved, it is marked, but not disfigured, which is only just and 
reasonable. 

‘‘ Trent Otter’? wishes for my company to enlighten me about the charges he 
has made ; but let me tell him, without the slightest ill-feeling, that I would 
rather be excused. I do not care to be the recipient of any private and confi- } 
dential communications on this subject; but if he has anything to prove or 
divulge, let him do it fairly and publicly like a man, and then everybody can 
form their own opinion upon it. 

And now, sir, I would just say a word or two about ‘‘ Trent Otter’s’’ pre- 
vious letter, in which he announces the fact that he has been expelled from this 
club. ‘That is a fact. But it is not-a fact that he was turned out for speaking 
the truth, and “‘ exposing this thing,’ or for writing the letter he did; but when 
asked by the president if he had any explanation to offer, in the course of an 
attempted explanation he stated, ‘‘ That he knew of a chub having been weighe1 
in this club, and taken a prize, that had a dace six inches in lengthdown its throat 
at the time it was weighed in, and yet he did not tell the committee about it.” 
That was the ‘‘ last straw,’’ which caused the committee to pass the resolution 
they did, viz., “‘ That he was not a fit and proper person to be a member of this 
club.”’—I am, &c., J. Lonepon, Secretary Newark Piscatorials. . 


PRIZE-FISHING AND PRIVILEGE TICKETS. 

S1r,—Lest ‘‘L. B.,’’ who is so well known, and so much respected as an 
ardent champion of, and hardworker for, London Angling Clubs, should ‘lay 
the flattering unction to his soul’’ that the proceedings referred to by the 
‘‘ Trent Otter’? are peculiar to ‘* Newark and Nottingham club anglers "” 
(I use ‘‘ L. B.’s”? own words), kindly let me yelate a personal experience, which 
I can vouch for. 

Some months ago, two gentlemen(?), one of them a member of a well-known ~ 
and somewhat exclusive London club, paid a visit to a village in Northampton- 
shire, for a day's special fishing in the Nene thereabouts. The fates were 
against them, and, at the close of the day, not a fin had rewarded their arduous 
exertions. Refreshing in the village, when the day was done, it was found that 
a * local’? had been more fortunate, and what other baits could not do, money 
could, sothe ‘‘local’s’’ catch was transferred to the Londoner’s bag, ana all were 
satisfied. It was 2 long way from home, and who was to know ? It so happened, 
however, that in the railway carriage coming to town there was, unrecognised, 
a passenger who knew the whole transaction, and was much edified to find that 
the fish (four very fine chub, if I now remember rightly) were to be weighed in 
by the club member that night as his undoubted catch. Let me say that, in 
the carriage, the purchase was discreetly ignored, and the fish shown to 
passengers as the result of a dona-fide day's sport. 

I can supplement this tale by saying that, in a district about thirty miles from 
London, recently opened to Lordon anglers by the privilege tickets obtained by 
the efforts of ‘‘L. B.’’ and others, I know, of my own knowledge, that a 
distiact impetus has been given to local fishing and poaching since the privilege 
has been granted, because the club anglers who fish to weigh in can, some of 
them, be depended upon to purchase the catch, on Saturday or Sunday. 

So far, I only speak the things which I do know. But must our ears and minds 
be deaf to what the Thames fishermen can tell us, of how punts have to be got 
ready for known customers, and how those only who are in the swim can 
account for the continual good luck of more than one gross weight prize 
winner ? ; 

Let anglers fish for pleasure, for healthful exercise and for sport, and not for 
prizes, and the temptation to such abuses will vanish, while money will remain 
at home which now too readily reaches the ‘* worthy host’? who figures so 
prominently in many of the reports.—I am, &c., We 8. 


PEGGED-DOWN FISHING. 

S1r,—I am afraid I have unintentionally given offence to many in describing 
this style of fishing as an ‘abominable practice.’’ In giving it this name I did 
so from no feeling against individuals or clubs, for I could not mean that those 
who practised this kind of fishing were all ‘- abominable’’ people. Itis the thing 
itself{—the being stuck in one particular place hour after hour, watching the float 
in a kind of monotonous, dreary, dead-alive state of being, and perhaps feeling 
sure the whole time that not a fish was near where you had been pegged-down. 
How different to be free, to wander about at your own sweet will, and enjoy the 
changing scenery of the surrounding hills and dales! And I do nos think it so 
fair as it seems to be on the surface, for I think all should have an equal 
chance : it should not depend upon the drawing of a number, as the skilful, ex- 
perienced angler is as likely to draw a good swim as the unskilful, and there is 
no real fairress in that—it only appears to be fair. Let the water be selected, 
every competitor assemble at a given place, give the word go, and let each use 
his own judgment as to where and how he shall fish, and may the best man win. 
But if there are amongst the competitors, us no doubt there will be, some one 
or more who are known to be superior to the bulk, why, handicap them by giving 
them 1, 2, 3 or 4, more lb. to catch than the rest.—I am, &c., 

Rp, WoorFaLt, 
Hon. Sec. Liverpool Angling Association. 





THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL BAITS. 
S1r,—As I informed you some time since that I was proceeding with some 
experiments for the purpose of testing various chemicals, &c., for the preserva- 
tion of natural baits for spinning, I have taken advantage of your usual courtesy 
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\eave a few specimens of the result at your office, with the hope that you! 
kindly give me your opinion upon the same. a 
pursuing my investigations, I have endeavoured to produce an article 

h shall not soften the fish, nor, on the contrary, toughen them too much, 

bstract any of their natural brightness, but will leave them as near nature 

ossible, with an improvement—that of the toughness—for the purpose for 

h they are intended. 

‘he preservative fluid of Dr. Wikersheimer, the formula for which was 

yvarded by your esteemed correspondent, Dr. Weeger, was the very first I 

4, and this I found most excellent in every respect, with the exception of 

|) methylic odour, which, though the Doctor designated it in his letter as 

‘| sry agreeable,’’ I certainly cannot help thinking is a decided deterrent in a 

*/ now or dace, when used for the purpose of spinning, and consequently I 

‘/2rmined, though with great reluctance, that it could not be used. 

‘he fluid in which the samples forwarded for your inspection have been 

+, served is entirely without smell, and with very slight colour, and (what is 

‘. chief consideration), can be produced for the cost of sixpence per pint, a 

:| 1 that brings it more within the reachof the poorest brother of the gentle craft. 
ee regard to your footno'e to the letter of your correspondent ‘‘ Chemi- 

|’? in this week’s GazETTE, all I can say is if an angler js so deficient in 

(| husiasm as to look upon the disembowelling of a few bait-sized dace or 

1 ch, when done for the object of ensuring future sport and pleasure, in the 

ht of a trouble, he is not worthy of a place among our most patient and 

| ‘severing brotherhood.—I am, &c., Wm. Kine. 

New Road, London, E., February, 17. 

|?.S.—The specimens sent have been in the preservative fluid eight weeks, 

| We congratulate Mr. King on having produced the best results we have yet 

|a. The baits are perfection ; the minnows ave exactly as if just killed, and 

| is the roach ; there is no smell to the liquid, and, moreover, there is no 

);leasant stickiness, as with glycerine, and no shrinking. Go ahead, Mr. 

ig, and have an exhibit at the Great Exhibition.—Ed.] 








L THE PROPOSED TAX ON TROUT RODS. 
| rR, —I consider that the hearty thanks of every trout-fisher in Yorkshire are 
|: to the Hon. G. E. Lascelles for his strenuous and successful efforts to op- 
/e the imposition of a tax on trout rods, and feel sure that all anglers who 
dhis eminently prac'ical articleon the subject in The Yorkshire fost must 
‘ve been delighted with it. 
| Che amount with which the Yorkshire Fishery Board proposed to mulct 
throd was of no moment at all, for knowing from experience the ardour with 
jich the born fisherman enters into his beloved sport, I can say without any 
| ;itation that nine out of every ten—aye! even including the poorest of the 
, rking class, would willingly pay doubleor even treble the amount rather than 
ego the long anticipated pleasure of wandering, rod im hand, along the banks of 
favourite stream. 
‘tisa fact, Ibelieve, that the board intended to devote the proceeds of this tax 
defraying the expenses attendant upon the erection of salmon ladders at the 
ious weirs and obstructions which at present render the free passage of fresh 
‘1 salmon up the Wharfe, Yore, and other Yorkshire rivers a matter of con- 
\erable difficulty, especially during a droughty summer, and most assuredly 
soon as this eyerit takes place, trout fishing, or, at all events, reaily good trout 
hing, willbe a thing of the past. A great many more salmon annually 
end theriver Yore than the Wharfe, and it is a well-known fact among 
orkshire anglers that the trout taken from the Wharfe are superior in colour, 
vour, and size to those takenfrom the Yore. Why should this be the case ? The 
0 rivers are very similar in character—in fact, the Yore is to my mind a perfect 
ut stream; butin my opinion the differenceis produced almost entirely by 
k of food. - 
In the Yore every stream is fullof the salmon fry, which must detract to a 
rat extent from the trout’s supply of food, for not only do these ravenous 
le wretches snap up every fly within their reach, but when spinning with 
a'l minnows for trout in low bright water I have not once, but frequently, 
ight smelt not six inches in length, proving that they do not object to amore 
ystantial morsel than an ephemeral insect. The following fact is, I think, 
ficient proof:—To the upper water of the Yore—I allude to the neighbour- 
»d of Hawes—no salmon ever ascend, owing to the barrier which exists at 
sgarth in the form of a cascade known as Aysgarth Force ; consquently above 
5 barrier, in the waters alluded to, there are no salmon smelts. Now, the 
(contained in these happy hunting grounds, both trout and grayling, are 
ger in size and better in quality than those found in the lower water where 
: smelts abound ; and if this is the state of affairs now, what will be the result 
jreater facilities are rendered for the ascent of salmon. Surely, for the trout 
ler to pay 2s. 6d. to bring about that desirable state of affairs will be another 
je of ‘‘ the engineer hoist with his own petard ! ” : 
Then there is the annoyance caused by the presence of smelt. How well did 
. Lascelles’ ideal picture of the capture of one bring to mymind the remem- 
ince of an actual incident in my own experience. 5 
Last Whit-Monday I was fly-fishing on the Yore, about two miles above the 
age of Tanfield. On the ‘‘flat’’ at the head of arocky stream I saw a fine 
ut rising leisurely at every fly that came sailing down thestream. Cautiously 
vaded up the edge ofthe stream, bending low asI approached towards the 
ice where every now and then a widening circle inthe water announced the 
appearance of another insect. Carefully I drew out line, measuring the distance 
hh my eye; and at length, after a preliminary cast ortwo in the stream below, 
tyered the end fly on mycast about a yard above the feeding fish. Quickly my 
irt beat as it sailed down towards his hold, when suddenly came a splash, my 
2 tightened, and I thought the battle had begun. But no; it was not tobe. 
young brute of a smelt had taken my fly about a foot above where the trout 
, and, I need hardly tell my readers, completely precluded all possibility of 
capture. I draw aveil over the scene that ensued; but I daresay that most 
zlers can imagine what my remarks were as I consigned the author of the 
schief back to his native element. 
Chen, again, there are the grievances of the winter grayling fisher to consider. 
es? I can also testify to from actual experience. You bait your hook witha 
ly little red worm, cast it into a stream,and anxiously watch the light quill 
Wi asit sails down to an eddy, where you feel almost certain that a good 
yling awaits any food that the stream may bring down to it. Suddenly the 
1b gives the indication of a bite, and then bobs under water, You strike, but 
tead of feeling the steady resistance of a good fish, one of the little pests 
ned above splashes on the surface, and you have the pleasure of rebaiting 
ut hook for nothing, not to mention the disturbance of the water. 
Chere are many other annoyances caused by the presence of salmon ina trout 
2am that I could enumerate, but I will not encroach further upon your va- 
blespace. I may add, however, that the only advantage the Board can offer 
return for the payment of the tax, and to compensate anglers for the damage 
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done to their trout fishing, is the chance of an occasional salmon in the autumn, 
and to accomplish this they willhave to pay an additional fr for a licence. 
This privilege, I think I am correct in stating, the majority of fly fishers will b:2 
quite willing to forego. 

I am very glad to think that the Yorkshire anglers have had such an able advo- 
cate of their cause as Mr. Lascelles, and that the local fishery board haviog 
seen how very distasteful their proposed measure was to all classes of fisher- 
men, have decided not to impose the tax.—I am, &c., 

Pool, Wharfedale. FRANcIS M. WALBRAN. 


THAMES FISHERMEN’S PROVIDENT AND BENEFIT 
SOCIETY. 

S1Rx,—There can be no doubt the letter of Mr. A. J. Little and the supple- 
mentary ones from Dr. Startin, added, I think, to the sufferings and privations 
during this winter amongst the fishermen, have stimulated a substantial desire 
to establish a society under the above title. 

Mr. G. H. Thurston, of the Chertsey Bridge Hotel, Chertsey, writes to me as 
follows :—‘* I have sounded the fishermen at Chertsey Bridge, and read them 
the suggestions of Mr. Little and Dr. Startin for forming a Thames F'ishermen’s 
Provident and Benevolent Society, and am pleased to inform* you that they 
unanimously agree it would be a great boon, and that they would be happy to 
subscribe weekly during the summer months. I feel sure there would be 
numerous voluntary subscribers, amongst which I shall be pleised ty 
number.”’ 

Mr. Thurston is much to be admired for the manner in which he has taken 
the question up—by a practical conversation amongst the men such a society is 
designed to benefit ; and it others similarly situated wou'd follow his examp e, 
we should, I think, very soon determine upon its establishment. 

The rules which Dr. Startin has laid down are very good, and there is only one 
point of difficulty, which can easily be rectified, and it is this—as to ‘‘ licensed”? 
Thames fishermen, inasmuch as such a body does not exist. In the old rules, 
now in existence but which will soon be repealed, there is an item which recog- 
nises as fishermen those only who have been brought up to the business; and 
tnis has not only become obsolete, but in the proposed new by-laws there will 
be no such recognition at all. I apprehend the term ‘fishermen’? will include all 
those who have a punt or punts on hire. 

If an attempt is to be made to establish this society, let it be done at once. 
There need only be a few to consult together as to the plan to be adopted— 
whether to invite the attendance of fishermen at meetings in different points of 
the river (Chertsey would be a centre from Staines to Shepperton, and Hampton 
Court from Walton to Kingston), or to decide upon its establishment, and then 
to canvass for members. 

I shall be glad to take part in the working of it in any way.—Iam, &c., 

Hounslow, February roth. W. H. BroucHam, 


MONTHLY LIST OF FLIES. 

S1r,—I, along with many of your readers, will welcome your monthly list of 
flies. I am conversant with nearly all lists excant, but wish to call your atten- 
tion to one published in the columns of the Fie/d, of Jan. 4, 1881, forwarded by a 
friend of the late Tom Paratt. He was an enthusiastic angler, and also a good 
landscape painter, consequently a good judge of colour. His descriptions are 
accurate delineations of nature—I have compared fly after fly. Many here- 
abouts have not a copy. Jf space would permit many would benefit by the 
perusal of it. In my humble opinion, there is not a better list for rivers in the 
North ; it is thoroughly reliable.—I am, &c., GRAVEL SPIDER. 

[There is no /7e/d of Jan. 4, 1881. Our correspondent has made a mistake 
in the date ; we hope he will correct-it,—ED. ] 





THE IRON BLUE OR DARK WATCHET. 

S1R,—Many of us have again and again examined this most beautiful and 
hardy fly, and I am ready to admit I have not yet met with any English bird 
whose feathers approach the exact tone of shade—‘a dark indigo blue.”’” The 
nearest in tone are the feathers at the base of the neck of the-carrier ; still, as 
the quill is thick, this feather will not answer. As regards other feathers, they 
certainly do not represent the early hatchings. I allude to the water rail or 
water-hen’s leady breast feather, the tail of the titmouse, feather from jack- 
daw’s neck, and, finally, the blue hawk’s feather—the last approaches some- 
what, but is too light. 

The red-legged falcon (a scarce bird) bas some capital feathers of the dark 
tone required ; this is the only bird I have seen at all similar. 

An orange head and orange silk body for the male, a brownish head and 
white silk body for the female (the body silk being nicely and barely covered 
with indigo blue Botany dubbing) represent well the body of this beautiful 
insect.—I am, &c., CASSANDRA, 


SPINNING IN THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 

S1r,—I have been much interested in reading the letters of your various 
correspondents on spinning. I have been an ardent lover of pike fishing for a 
long time, spinning in particular, since I first saw it practised in Roundhay 
Park Lake, near Leeds, in the year 1867 or 1868, and when the water was 
private and pike plentiful. 

Living in the vicinity at that time, I became acquainted with a gentleman, 
Mr. Isaac Wilkinson, who was then schoolmaster at Roundhay, whose greatest 
delight was when spinning for pike in the large lake. It is to him that I am 
indebted for what I know about the ait, or knack, of using the Nottingham 
reel. I have seen various experts, but never saw his equal. When spinning 
from the open banks, where not encumbered with trees, using only the nght 
hand tor the cast, he would make casts of from 50 to 60 yards with the greatest. 
ease and precision. The moment his bait touched the water he had his rod in 
the left hand and was winding in. Over-runs, ties up, &c., were things of the 
past; he had completely forgot them. Then he would operate on the wooded 
side of the Jake, and he would make casts where any other person that ever I 
saw would never attempt. If he could get through to the edge of the water, 
there he would make easy casts of from 15 to 20 yards, and it was there where 
he took most fish. He would have the rod in his right hand and the bait in his 
left, and the left hand extended as far back as possible and line tight, cast the 
bait out of his hand to avoid catching the overhanging boughs of trees. 

Whitsun week being a general holiday with us, if living and well, I shall be 
at the Bridge Inn, Llanymynich, on the Virniew, where coarse fishing is allowed 
all the year round, and will teach the knack to anyone in a few minutes that 
would require months by reading.—I am, &c., LANKEY SHER. 
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HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ley, or other rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Crayen), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of -the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c-, may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous,’”’— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
‘¢ The best in the West of England.’’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff[—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successor to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Make-, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland. 


P.S.—24 afferent pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad, Guaranteed to kill on anyriver or lake, if 
suited to size of water. One trial of these flies s>licited. 
Send for three thunder and lightning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep flies. 


SALMON FISHING. 


Good Salmon and Trout-Fishing to be Let on the Goula 

River, with Osen House, beautifully situated on the head of 
Dalsfjord, containing drawing-room. parlour, and four bed- 
rooms (furnished), with two dressing-rooms, cook’s apart- 
ment, a Jarge kitchen and two store-rooms (furnished and 
supplied with all necessary utensils), Suited for immediate 
occupation, A spacious servants’ apartment (unfurnished), 
underground storeroom and cellar, use of plate, hcuse 
inen, and {four suitable fishing boats allowed. Osen House 
s twelve hours by steamer from Bergen, calling twice 
weekly from and to Bergen; within two English miles of 
House, 




















For terms apply to 
H, T. POTTS, Runnymede, Ballinasloe, Ireland. 








MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 4os. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, gos. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various), Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREws, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 


AMERICAN ORGANS and 
HARMONIUMS 


AT MANUFACTURER’S PRICES, 


40 per Cent. Saved, 
Il ustrated Catalogue, with latest Press opinions, post free, 


J COWLEY AND CO., HULL, 


The cheapest house in the world. 
Agents) required where not represented, 








Kee COLDS, ASTHMA, 
Bl ae and NEURALGIA, 


D* J. COLLIS: BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘‘ Dr. J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne,’’? See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
July 16, 1864, Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W. C. Witxrnson, F.R.C.S,, Spalding :— 
“‘T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed,”’ - 


Sold in bottler, :s, r4d., 2s. od., and 4s, 6d., by all 
Chemists, 


8-le Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Ressell Street, W.C. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d..per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c. 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 














2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 


FISHING. 


“‘ Trout-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 








siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry or 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North, But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge-found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr. 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News. 

“Tt is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which if contains are most yaluable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods of fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. -It is 
thoroughly worth a shilling,’—Fisumnc GAZETTE. 

‘‘ The design of this handy book is to give anglers an in- 
sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing. (Che instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal. 

“The manua:, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. 

‘The author is a trout-fisher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 
All allusions to entomology haye been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader, In short, the work is a 
cymplete one in every respect, and he who aims at anything 
like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout should 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, 
Ford’s valuable treatise.’”,—Louth Advertiser. 

‘¢ The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard 
words, and furnishes fulllists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.’’—Exeter Flying Post. 

‘¢ Invaluable in trout-angling.””—Bell’s Life, 

“© Mr. Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing, We are given 
short, practical, and eastly understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties. Fishing 
with boih the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areall touched upon, and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman, ‘The work also contains an elaborate 
list of flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”,—Land and Water. 

‘This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal ina smalispace. We find a list of 130 trout- 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal 
of entomological information highly important to the trout- 
fisher.’’— Yorkshire Gazette. 

‘© The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 
tbusiastic trout-fisher, In addition to a list of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials used in dressing 
them, Mr. Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months, A large proportion of the flies are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Bradford Observer, 

** Anglers will find this an enthusiastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent, For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout - fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- 
perience forthe benefit of others, ‘The directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found of the greatest service.””— 
Daily Chronicle, 


ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

paw; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s. ; Goldfinches, Kull- 

inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 

4s. and 5s. each; tame Rabbits, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s, 6d, each, 

J. E. Tarrxerrie, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich, 
Established 1868, 








ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL, 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINST THEIR COST! 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR-- 
ANCE COMPANY. | 


| 
The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng against : 


Accidents of all kinds, 4 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL AND RESERVE £250,000, 
Mopgratge PREMIUMS, 
Bonus allowed to Irsurers after five years. ~ 


£1,840,000. 


HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local — 
Agents, or 8, Gand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 644, CORNHILL, LONDON, i 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 


The | OUD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
SARSAPARILLA. 


Grand 
In Bottles of all Chemists, ‘ 
Spring At 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d., 7s, 6d., & 11s, 


Drror— 


Medicine. } 131, FLEET STREET, E.0, 
MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c, English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, Fisninc Gazerrg, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. : 


ROUT OVA, ‘fully eyed ” 1000, 30s; 
5000, I05s.; 10,000, £10. From trout of over 
tolbs. weight rather more will be charged. All 
guaranteed Fario, pure and gamey. Apply ‘‘ Man: 
ager,’’ Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent, England. 


ALMON FISHING to be LET.— 

At South Cregg, two anda half miles from 

Fermoy. Will be LET, for the season or for a num- 

ber of years, about one mile of the river Blackwater, 

This is considered one of the best streams on the 

river.—For particulars apply to S. Browne, South 
Cregg, Fermoy, co. Cork. 


BELGIAN PIGEONS, : 
HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresk 
imported, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 
12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, 11s. od, ; strong Belgian 
Blues, 11s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, — 
I4s. per dozen; genuine Homing Autwerps, any 
colour, ISs. per dozen. Packages returnable 
P.Q.O.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 
ington, Hull. 


S. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, ; 


27, RUSSELL STREET, 


COVENT GARDEN, 


| 
. 
































Next door to the Albion Hotel: 





SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. — 





Rods Repaired on the Premises... 





ROvAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12 0 noon, 
Close at 11.30.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY: . 


Mornina. 
2.30 Krao, the Missing Link. 
3.13 Orchestral Selection. t 
3.30 Grand Variety Entertainment. including Coarade:, 
(Champion Acrobats), Serena (Contorcionist), Mdlle. 
Nicolo, Ollive and Gerrardes, American Fantoc¢ini, ons. 
Bushnell and Ketty Thomas, Edgeio, Niao, (Amazon 
Queen), &c, 4 
EVENING, 
The Silbon Troupe. 
Krao (special}, ; 
The Beckwith Family. 
Organ Recital. 
Krao’s Reception, 
Orckestral Selection. 5 j ‘a 
Variety Show. A 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. 
The Beckwith Family, \ 
Continued Variety Show. ' 
‘The Silbon Troupe. 
Admission ONE SHILLING. 


5.9 
5.20 


5.30 
6.0 

7439 
8.15 
8,30 
9-20 
9.30 


9.45 
10.45 
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THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


THE council of the above, under the presidency of the Marquis of 
Exeter, have decided on the following as the objects of the Associa- 
tion :— 

To increase the food supply of the country, and to encourage and 
develop the sea and inland fisheries of the United Kingdom. 

By collecting, arranging, tabulating, and publishing in periodical 
reports information from this and other countries on fish culture and 
fisheries. - 

By founding, promoting, or acquiring establishments for fish 
culture, and by aiding or undertaking such experiments as shall seem 
advisable. 

By using its best endeavours, with the consent of the authorities, to 
encourage and assist in the stocking of public and all otheravailable 
waters with fish, the same being placed under suitable regulations, for 
the recreation and benefit of the community. 

By advocating the formation of laboratories, aquaria, and schools 
for studying the science of ichthyology and fish culture, and by the 
formation of a library and museum, and by holding meetings for 
discussion on all subjects connected with fish, fisheries, and fishermen. 

By encouraging and rewarding fishermen and others to assist in 
carrying out investigations and observations in the temperatures of 
the sea, the spawning grounds, food, habits, migrations, and enemies 
of our marine fishes. 

By collecting and tabulating information on the effects of the 
various modes of fishing carried on in lakes, rivets, estuaries, and 
seas, andif prejudicial, by suggesting remedies. 

The words fisheries, fish culture, fish supply, &c., are understood to 
apply to all marine or fresh-water animals and plants available for 
food or useful for other purposes, 





* 





TROUT FLIES FOR MARCH.—VARIOUS DRESSINGS. 


‘THE RED SPINNER. RONALD’S PATTERN.—‘ This is the name 
given to the blue dun, after it has cast off its olive-dun coat. It now 

-appears of a bright red-brown, and its wings, which were before 
Opaque, are transparent. It lives four or five days. Imitation.— 
Body: Thin, of bright brown silk, ribbed with fine gold twist. Tail: 
Two whisks of a red cock’s hackle. Wings: Upright, from a mottled 
grey feather of the mallard, stained to match the colour of the natural 
wings. Legs: Plain red cock’s hackle. Some of the best Derby- 
shire anglers make it thus :—Wing: Upright, from under covert wing 
feather of a young grouse. Body: Silk, the colour of Russian leather, 
and ribbed with the finest yellow silk. ‘Two dun fibres for tail. But 
after a frosty morning they will make it as follows :—Wing: Starling, 
onion dyed. Body: Claret silk. Legs: Dead furniss hackle. Thus 
made, it is called the ‘ frost fly.’”” 

_ THE RED SPINNER. FRANCIS FRANCIS’S DRESSING.—‘‘ The 
red spinner, or red-tailed spinner of Jackson, or orange drake of 
Theakstone. . . The usually so-called red spinnerhas various costumes 
assigned to it; few of them are alike, probably because there. are 
many spinners varying but slightly. Body: Red-brown quill, ‘ringed 
with fine gold wire. Legs: A red hackle. Tail: three wisps of the 
same. Wing: A bright shiny feather, the more brilliant and trans- 
parent the better. The best imitation in feathers, to my mind, is 
conveyed by the dark, shining tips of a blue cock’s hackle—those 
which are grizzled or freckled, with a golden tinge at the point.” 

_THE RED SPINNER. EPHEMERA’S PATTERN.—‘ Body: Brown 

silk, ribbed with fine gold twist. Tail: two fibres of a red cock’s 

hackle. Wings: Of some transparent, light brown feather. Legs: 
ted cock’s hackle.” 

RED SPINNER. DAVID FOSTER’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: Copper- 
/coloured silk, ribbed with round gold thread. Whisks: Three strands 
from ated feather from the back saddle of a game cock. Legs: 
Piery-brown hackle, from the neck of the same bird. Wings: From 
b: old starling’s end quill.” : 

DARK RED SPINNER.—Same as the above, but the floss silk for 
body and the hackle for legs should be a shade or two darker, the 
latter approaching a claret.’ 

GOLDEN RED SPINNER.—‘‘ Body: Gold-coloured silk, to be 
‘ibbed the same as the red spinner. Legs: Sandy hen’s hackle. 
Wings: field-fare quill.” 

(All who know this beautiful fly—the red spinner—will agree with 
Mr. Francis’s advice to make the wing as delicate and transparent as 
rossible.) 


















THE MARCH BROWN. RONALD’S DESCRIPTION.—“ The nympha 
of this fly seems to require a warmer day to enable it to rise to the 
surface of the water and change to a fly than is required for the 
‘imilar rise and metamorphosis of the blue dun’s nympha. The fly 
ives three days, and then changes into the great red spinner. The 
nale has a chocolate hue; and the female a green-brown; it generally 
ippears in great numbers upon the streams, where it is found toward 
he latter end of March, and is very eagerly devoured by the trout. 
{ continues in season until May; and, although it can only occasion- 
lly be found later, recent experience has conyinced me of the 





propriety of using it, upon some waters, as late even as July or 
August,” 

RONALD’S IMITATION.—“ Body: Fur of hare’s face, ribbed over 
with olive silk, and tied with brown, Tail: Two strands of a part- 
ridge feather. Wings: Quill feather from the middle of the hen 
pheasant’s wing, which may be found of the exact shade. Legs: A 
brown mottled feather from the back of a partridge. Remarks.—The 
female of this excellent fly must by no means be neglected; and 
observe that females are generally a few days later in their appear- 
ance on the water than the males.” 

RONALD’S DRESSING OF THE FEMALE MARCH BROWN.— Body: 
Pale olive green woo], ribbed with fine gold twist. Legs: A honey 
dun hackle—that is, less bright than a goldendun. Wings: Upright, 
the same as for the male; but the hackle will impart a lighter 
shade.” : 

This is a great killer on the Dove. In Wales, they make it asa 
hackle fly, with a brown mottled feather of a partridge, and rib with 
pale green silk. It is equally celebrated in Scotland as a first-rate 
killer, and certainly may be used with success again in July. 

THE MARCH BROWN. FRANCIS FRANCIS’S PATTERN.—‘ The 
March Brown, or brown drake of Yorkshire, a very celebrated fly, and 
when on it is a great and deserved favourite. Body: Ofa dark 
brown fur, hare’s ear or face, ribbed with tawny yellow silk (some use 
straw colour). Legs: Hackle from a partridge’s back. Tail: Two 
strands of the same. Wings: The dark mottled and blurred feather 
from a cock pheasant’s wing. For the female, the legs may be from 
the partridge’s breast, the tail of the same, and a few shreds of any 
olive fur may be introduced amongst the hare’s ear, and the wing 
may be a shade lighter than that used for the male. If the fly be on 
strongly, the angler will find his account in having both male and 
female on his cast, an indispensable fly to the angler.” 

THE MARCH BROWN. DAVID FOSTER’S DRESSING.—For March 
and April.—‘* Body: Fur from the back of a hare’s neck, spun on 
reddish buff-coloured silk, ribbed with fine gold twist. Tail: Two 
strands of a feather from the back of a partridge. Legs: A partridge’s 
neck feather. For May and June (light shade, commonly known as 
the Turkey brown).—Body: Light drab fur, ribbed with gold twist. 
Wings: Light partridge quill. Legs: Grisly dun. For August 
(commonly termed August dun).—Body: To be tied on, or dressed 
with ale-brown silk, ribbed with yellow silk. Wings: From a cock 
pheasant’s wing feather. Legs: A pale dull brown cock’s hackle.”’ 

THE MARCH BROWN. BLACKER’S PATTERN.—“ Body: Of light 
brown mohair, mixed with a little fur of the hare’s neck, and a little 
yellow mohair, ribbed with yellow silk ; a small brown partridge hackle 
for legs (this feather is found on the back of the partridge); hen 
pheasant wing feather fcr the wings, and two fibres of the same bird’s 
tail feather for the tail of the fly.” 

THE MARCH BROWN. HOFLAND’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: Fur of 
the hare’s ear, ribbed with olive silk. Legs: Partridge hackle. 
Wings: Tail feather of the partridge. Tail: Iwo or three strands of 
the partridge feather.” 

THE MArRcH BROWN. EPHEMERA’S DRESSING.—‘ Dress this 
famous fly as follows :—Body: Orange-coloured silk, or deep straw 
colour, on which wind for dubbing the fox-coloured fur taken from a 
hare’s poll. Legs: A honey-dun hackle. Wings: To stand erect, 
of the top of the light or inner fibres of the feather of the hen phea- 
sant’s wing. Tail: Two fibres of the same feather. Rib with gold 
twist for your tail fly, and let your dropper be without any gold twist. 
When the natural fly is out well upon the water, and fish are vora- 
ciously taking it, angle with three flies on your cast, varying them 
slightly in size and colour. Ina work I edited for Mr. Shipley, of 
Ashbourn, I find the following note:—‘ On the 23rd of March, 1836, 
we killed with this fly, from one and the same standing on the Dove, 
sixteen trout and one grayling. We fished with two flies of this sort 
on our casting-line at the same time, and we caught three times 
successively two fish at one- cast. We should have caught many 
more had it not been for an accident which occurred to our tackle, 
for before we could repair it the rise was over. Frcm the middle of 
March to the middle of April it is decidedly the best and most killing 
fly that can be fished with in the streams of the midland counties.’ ”’ 

THE MARCH BROWN. BAINBRIDGE’S DRESSING.—‘ Wings: 
The dark mottled feather from the tail of a partridge, or mottled 
feather from the ptarmigan in its summer plumage. Body: Of the 
fur from a hare’s ear, intermixed with a small portion of yellow 
worsted, well dubbed together ; a grizzled hackle.” 


(Lo be continued.) 





THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE AND THE BLACKWATER 
SALMON FISHERY. 
FROM A DUBLIN CORRESPONDENT. 
IN the Chancery Division of the High Court of Justice here, on 
Monday, before the Master of the Rolls, ‘‘The Duke of Devonshire 
and Another wv. Neill and Others” was an action arising out of the 
recent proceedings in the House of Lords, as to the right to the 
salmon fishery in the Blackwater, and respecting which there has 
been litigation extending over many years. The plaintiffs, the Duke 
of Devonshire and Mr. Villiers-Stuart, claimed the fishery of the 
entire of the river, and relied on a bill of peace affecting them in 
possession. The litigation commenced about thirteen years ago, 
when a twelve days’ trial at the Clonmel Assizes, before the late Chief 
Baron Pigot, took place, and the House of Lords subsequently 
established the right of the Duke of Devonshire. Counsel now 
appeared on behalf of the defendants for an extension of time to plead 
to the statement of claim, which was conversant with documents 
extending to the reign of King John, It was conceded that, so far 
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as the particular portion of the Blackwater affected by the decision 
of the House of Lords was concerned, the fishermen who still claimed 
a right to fish in a particular portion could not take defence ; but, as 
regarded another portion of the river, in which the right was still 
claimed, counsel contended that the decree of the House of Lords 
did not operate as conclusive in the matter. 
said he was of opinion that the decree of the House of Lords finally 
closed the matter in dispute as to the entire of the river claimed by 
the plaintiffs, and he advised the fishermen to be well directed before 
cmbarking in any further litigation. He would, however, extend the 
time of pleading to the Ist of March. 








THE CHRISTCHURCH FISHERMEN AND THE CON- 
SERVATORS’ BY-LAWS. 


PUBLIC ENQUIRY. 

ON the 21st ult., an enquiry was held at Christchurch, by Mr. Thomas 
Henry Huxley, F.R.S., on the following by-laws made by the Con- 
servators of the Avon and Stour Fishery District :—‘‘ During the 
annual and weekly close seasons for salmon no nets shall be used for 
the purpose of taking any kind of fish in the Avon and Stour Fishery 
District of a greater length than 30 yards. Any person acting in 
contravention of this by-law shall be liable for each offence to a penalty 
not exceeding £5. This by-law does not apply to any part of the 
district where there is a several 1ight of fishery, or to any part of the 
river where the breadth at low water is greater than six miles, The 
existing by-law on this subject, No. 3, is hereby revoked. This by- 
law will come into operation as from the Ist day of February, 1883.” 

Mr. C. M. C. Whatman represented the Conservators, and Mr. 
White appeared for the Christchurch fishermen. 

The Inspector, after reading the above by-law, which was made 
some time since by the Board of Conservators, said, after that was 
made, a memorial was sent to the Home Secretary to the effect that 
snch a restriction upon the size of the net would act very unfairly, 
and would deprive many persons who acted as fishermen during the 
winter of their means of subsistence. To this memorial were attached 
the signatures of about fifty fishermen. He thought the proper 
course for him to take that day would be to take, in the first place, the 
objections made to the by-law, and then to hear what had to be said 
on the other side. 

William Lane stated fishermen of the district had been allowed to 
use nets of any length they chose. The average length was about 
fifty yards. His employment was to catch flounders for bait, and, 
reasonably, when he caught large ones he sold them. He had never 
caught afsalmon in a bait net. A thirty yards’ net was not long 
enough for catching the bait. He did not corsider anyone had any 
right to interfere with him and say what length net he should use. 

James Pride said the average length of the nets he used for bait- 
fishing was about 50 yards. The usual place for fishing was in the 
tun, as that was the place for flounders. It was very seldom indeed 
that a salmon was caught in the nets, and he only remembered one 
or two instances in the course of his experience. He would rather 
agree to a Sunday close-time for all nets. 

Henry Cutler, who had been a fisherman at Christchurch for forty 
years, said he had never fished with a 30 yards’ net, the average 
length of those used being from 40 to 50 yards. He did not consider 
it possible to catch salmon or salmou peal in a flounder net. 

Mr. Whatman (having retired for a short time to consult the Con- 
servators), in reply, said that the Conservators were watching the 
interest of all parties in making the by-laws; but the minds of those 
members of the Board present had been so impressed by the evidence 
adduced, that he was happy to say they cheerfully adopted the desire 
of the memorialists. He would ask the inspector if that arrangement 
could be carried into effect. 

The inspector expressed himself satisfied with what he had just 


heard, and said he would report the same to the Secretary of State, - 


and recommend him to disallow the by-Jaw. 
to hear, would be satisfactory to all classes. 

If we understand rightly that no nets of any sort are to be used in 
the run (or mouth of the Avon and Stour) during the weekly close- 
time, it is a step in the right direction. The upper riparian owners 
who breed the fish may now see a few fresh-run salmon, 


That, he was pleased 








TROUT-FISHING IN NEW ZEALAND. 


THE following letter and report from an esteemed correspondent in 
New Zealand will be read with interest in connection with our notice 
of the ‘* Acclimatisation of the Salmonide at the Antipodes.’’ Our 
readers must remember that our autumn corresponds to thé Australian 
spring.—ED. 

‘‘T enclose the first annual report of our recently-created anglers’ 
association. I have no doupt you will be pleased to see we have such 
good sport out here. 

‘The season opened on the Ist inst., but, although I have heard 
that one or two good baskets have been made, I have not got parti- 
culars. I hope next week to have a day among the big fellows in the 
Shag River. 

‘* Should the anglers of England ever commission you to report on 
the rivers of the world, arrive in Dunedin in the beginning of 
November, and you could spend two or three months very agreeably 
among our various rivers.—Yours truly, 

‘* Dunedin, Otago, N.Z., 


‘« JAMES WILKIE. 
**6 Oct., 1882. 
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‘© P.S.—I have just seen a gentleman who fished the Shag River 
for three hours each on Wednesday and Thursday ; result—17 trout, 
weighing 30 lb, 3 0z.” 

OTAGO ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The annual meeting of the Otago Anglers: Association was held in 
the Coffee Palace, Moray Place, last evening. The president (Mr. — 
P. F. Stoddart) and about twenty members were present. 

The minutes of the last annual and special meetings w-re read and 
confirmed. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A letter was received from the hon. sec. of the Otago Acclimatisa- 
tion Society (Mr. W. Arthur) acknowledging the receipt of the letter 
from the Anglers’ Association, and stating that the suggestions made 
by the association had been duly considered. The council of the 
Acclimatisation Society had granted one month’s extension of the 
time for fishing in the Water-of-Leith, and had agreed to place 
posters at the various railway stations throughout the country offering 
rewards for information leading to the conviction of persons foc 
illegaliy fishing, The writer also informed the association that the 
council of the society had resolved to offer 45 for the best fishing 
next season, to be competed for under conditions to be prescrided by 
the council. 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

The honorary secretary (Mr. Robert M‘Kenzie) read the following 
report of the association :— 

Some little time before the opening of the season 1881, a number of 
anglers in Dunedin mooted the formation of an anglers’ society. 
The preliminary meeting was held on the 24th August, 1881, at the 
Dunedin Atheneum, Mr. J. M‘Laren in the chair, when it was 
resolved to form the present anglers’ association in Dunedin, with 
branches throughout the province. At a meeting held at the Coffee 
Palace on the 9th September, 1881, the election of officers and the 
various committees took place, P. F. Stoddart, Esq., being elected 
the first president of the association. Upwards of fifty members 
were enrolled that evening, the *ye-laws of the association being 
adopted at the same time. One good result of the formation of an 
anglers’ association has been the increased interest taken by the 
general public in fishing matters, the different competitions held 
during the season having been very popular. The first. trout- 
fishing match held south of the line took place on the Prince 
of Wales’s birthday, the gth of November, 1881. Twenty- 
eight competitors entered, and a goodly number of prizes 
were offered. The records of the baskets show some excellent 
sport, and as a number of different streams were fished that 
day, it may be interesting -to give the results here. On the Shag 
River Mr. J. A. Connell heads the list, with a basket weighing 15} lb., 
his heaviest fish being 4 lb. 8 oz. ; closely followed by Mr. S. Thomp- 
son, with a basket weighing 14 lb. 5 oz., his heaviest fish being 
41b.12 oz. From the same river Mr. W. D. Smith weighed ina 
basket of 8 Ib. 3 0z., heaviest fish 4 lb. 3 0z.; and Mr. Fowler, of 
Palmerston, with a basket of 143 lb. From the Lee Stream, Mr. G. M. 
Marshall brought in three beautifully-shaped fish, his basket weigh- 
ing 12 lb. goz.; his heaviest fish was one of 4 1b. 13 0z. From the 
Kibikihul, a basket was weighed by Mr. A. C. Begg, weight 11 Ib. 5 oz. 
From the Waitahuna River, Mr. Wilkie brought a fine basket weigh- 
ing 13} lb. At the Tapanui, Mr. Hotham Low caught eleven 
fish that day, weighing 173 lb. That gentleman had taken, up to that 
date, 149 lb. of fish from the rivers in that district; from the Silver- 
stream took twenty-five fish, weight not given. 

The Water-of-Leith, from its proximity to the city, attracted a large 
number of competitors. The following baskets weighed in:—Mr. C, 
Duncan’s basket, 11 lb. 4 0z.—number of fish, 31 ; Mr. W. Webster’s, 
6 lb. 7 oz. for 9 fish; Mr. J. M‘Laren’s, 6 1b. 2}, oz.—number of fish, 
18; arid Mr. Coombs’, 24 fish—weight, 8 lb. 1 oz. The result of this, 
the first competition, must be regarded as very satisfactory, proving 
as it does the high value our rivers and streams will have in attract- 
ing large numbers of sportsmen from all parts of the Colonies, as 
well as opening a new source of fish supply for the public. 

A second competition was held on the 3rd of January, 1882, but 
owing to the New Year’s holidays no doubt, only two baskets weighed 
in:—Mr. R. Chisholm with 6 fish, weight 14 lb.; and Mr. W. D, 
Smith with 8 fish, weight 7 lb.80z, There were no other competitors. 
The rivers being very low and clear at this season of the year, make 
Marae very difficult to fish, rendering a good basket very hard to 
obtain. 

The final competition of the season was held on the 23rd March, 
1882. The following baskets weighed in:—Mr. S. Thompson, 7 lb. 
2 oz. (heaviest fish 4 Ib. 8 oz.); Mr. W. D. Smith, 6 lb. 7} oz. (heaviest 
fish 2 lb. 12 oz.) A gold medal having been offered by the associa- 
tion for the largest prizetaker of the season, it was found on compar- 
ing the results that Messrs. Connell, S. Thompson, and W. D. Smith 
had taken an equal number of prizes each, resulting in a tie, .The 
deciding contest between these gentlemen was fished off in the Lee 
Stream on the 3oth March, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
the heaviest basket to decide the match. On weighing in Mr. S. 
Thompson came first, with 10 lb. 14 0z. (heaviest fish 2 lb. 14} 02z.), 
Mr. Thompson being declared the winner of the association’s medal 
for this year. Of the other business this year, the members will be 
pleased to hear that the Otago Acclimatisation Society have agreed 
to put up posters at the various railway stations offering rewards for 
the conviction of poachers, illegal fishing,’ &c. They have 
also extended the season in the Water-of-Leith one month longer 
than usual, viz., tothe 31st March. They have also granted a sum 
of £5 towards a special prize for the coming season’s fishing, reserv- 
ing to themselves the right to name the baits to be used. During 
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he season a deputation waited on the manager of railways to endea- 
our to get a reduction in railway fares to members of the associa- 
ion, but without success. A special meeting was held on the 18th 
\ugust, to remonstrate against the provisions of a new Fisheries Bill 
hen before the Hcuse of Representatives, but as the bill subsequently 
apsed no further action was taken. The question of throwing open 
)tago Harbour for sea-trout fishing should receive the earnest atten- 
ion of the Association during the coming season. In conclusion, 
he association is to be congratulated on th: success that has 
.ttended their efforts inthe past season, and the hope is expressed 
hat the coming season may be as successful as the one just past. 

The report was adopted 7ze7. dis., as was also the balance-sheet, 
vhich showed a small debit balance against the association. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year :—Presi- 
lent, Mr. W. F. Stoddart; vice-presidents, Messrs. J. A. Connell and 
3. M. Marshall; hon. secretary, Mr. R. M‘Kenzie ; hon. treasurer, 
Mr. W. D. Smith; auditor, Mr. J. F. Peake; committee of manage- 
aent, Messrs. S. Thompson, G. E. Brown, R. Chisholm, R. Smith, C. 
Juncan, J. Wilkie, J. R. M‘Callum, J. M‘Laren, D. Elgin, and J. H. 
sambert. 

It was resolved that the committee of management should also be 
he match committee. ‘ 

RULES. 

The Hon. Secretary, in accordance with notice of motion, moved :— 
‘ That rule 4 be altered to read, ‘ That the annual subscription shall 
ye §s., paid in advance.’”’ 

Mr. M‘Callum seconded the motion. 

Mr. R. Chisholm moved, and Mr. G. E. Brown seconded, an amends 
nent that the rule stand as printed, and the amend ment was carried. 

This concluded the business. 








A BILLINGSGATE DITTY. 


“HE price of fish is rising at an alarming rate. The regulation ofthe 
wrice of food is not the business of the State in this country, but the 
vicked and wanton destruction of fish daily indulged in by an un- 
srincipled ring of dealers ought to be a national question. Ten years 
1ence a fried sole will be a luxury even for Baron Rothschild :— 


A SONG OF BILLINGSGATE. 
(Sung by a Dealer ) 


Hurrah ! hurrah ! for the price of fish, 
We've got it as hiyh as we could wish; 
Now a herring is worth its weight in gold, 
And salmon is only to bankers s Jd. 
We've eels, nice eels, at a pound spiece, 
And daily the prices of sprats increase ; 
At the marriage of Wales’s eldest son 

As a costly present we sent him one. 


Block up the thoroughfares, dealers, dear, 
That waggons and carts mayn’t come too near ; 
There’s just a chance that fish can fail, 
But we can keep it until it’s stale. 
We'll throw it away or we'll let it rot 
Till up to a famine price it’s got. 
Hurrah! hurrah! forthe price of fish, 
Though it isn’t as high as we could wish. 
—Referee. 








‘HE annual meeting of the Kent Angling Association was held in 
he Magistrates’ Room, Town Hall, Kendal, on Tuesday evening 
ist, Mr, G. F. Braithwaite presided. From the statement of the 
ccounts, it appears that there is an increase in the members and 
abscribers : they now numbering 118, Including a grant of £35 
‘om the Fishery Conservators, the income for the past year, including 
te balance from the previous one, was £70 18s. o}d ; the expenditure, 
58 14s. 63d.; thus there is a balance of £11 6s. 6d. in favour of the 
uciety. Mr. G, Fisher was re-elected secretary ; Mr. G. Hutchinson, 
easurer; committee: Messrs, G, F. Braithwai-e, B. B. Lee, F. 
itayson, F, Watson, N. Eadson, W. Mann, C. Beadle, P. Bateman, 
\V. Thompson, J. Shaw, T. Atkinson, C. Pollett, W. Potter, T. D. 

Valker, Walter Head, and John Watson. It was decided to issue 
veekly tickets to angle on the association waters at 1s. each, The 
Minimum subscription of 2s. 6d. to remain as before. A discussion 
asued as to the desirability of forming a club and of having a room 
1 which the members could meet from time to time, compare notes, 
tad (papers, and general amuse, instruct, and enjoy themselves. 
: was left to the committee to make some arrangement of this kind. 
he remaining business was merely of a conversational character, 
nd was brought to aclose with the usual votes of thanks. The 
pening day was (yesterday) Friday, and, with the mild and forward 
zason, no doubt trout were in prime condition, especially on the 
ywer waters. 

Last Thursday, the local Fishery Conservators held their quarterly 
aeeting at Bowness. Mr. G. F. Braithwaite presided. The business 
‘as not particularly important. It was stated that the Windermere 
isheries, taken at the instigation of the Board, had been re-let, as 
iey no doubt will be until the Conservators are able to lease the whole 
f the fisheries on the lake. It was decided to memorialise the Home 
‘fice to push on the legislation for the consolidation of the Fishery 
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Acts, especially as applicable to the mesh of trout. Major Wade 
drew attention tothe fact that there being salmon in Windermere, 
which had been proved long before that gentleman used his small- 
meshed nets. The head watcher, Hulley, reported on the ‘‘ salmon 
disease,” which was decreasing in the district. He also said the 
fishing prospects in several of the rivers were capitil. It was unani- 
mously decided to inc ease his wages 3s. per week. 

Fishing in the une commenced on February 2, and several rod- 
fishers have tried their hands, Near Tebay, on Thursday, one disciple 
took seven trout with fly. They were in poor condition. The upper 
waters of this river are very cold and backward, and scarcely worth 
tishing befure the first week in Apr l. SPRINT. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The pegged-down match for nine prizes, at the Forty Guinea Water, was 
fished under adverse circumstances. The water being drawn down from St. 
Margaret’s Lock to Ratty’s Lock, the wh: le of the water was poured into the 
Forty Guinea. The prizes were all taken. Mr. Hunt 1st, Mr. Arnold 2nd, 
Mr. A. Plumstead 3rd, Mr. J. Robinson, sen, 4th, Mr. Dacey 5th, Mr. 
Tinson 6th, Mr. Lake 7:h, Mr. Moore 8th, Mr. Partrick gth. Mr. Carrington, 
chub and dace ; Mr. Howlett, jack and roach.—_J, WORLEDGE. 

Feb 25. 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fished a roving match on the 25th 
inst., go where you please, for six prizes, about 25, members competing, the 
following being the result: —Mr. A. Glass, first; Mr. C. Daniel, second; Mr. 
H. Scott, third; Mr. B. Booth, fourth; Mr. J. Bowling, fifth ; Mr. Badcocx, 
sixth. The fo lowing members also had fish:—Mr. A. Shakel, roach; Mr. 
B. Powell, roach and perch; Mr. Somers, dace; Mr. F. Ingram, jack.—D. 
Davis, sec. 

Feb, 28. 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

T. Ciumplen, Esq., hon. sec. of the Gresham Angling Society, has been 
elected one of the trustees to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. On Friday 
eveniug, March gth, the usual fortnightly meeting will take place, at nine 
o’clock. The committee are earnestly requested to attend, as business of im- 
portance will be brought forward.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

ANGLERS’ PRIDE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We hada grand display of fish on February 25 at the club house, the Five 
Bell, Bermondsey Square. Mr. H. J. Scutt headed tue list with a fine tray 
of roach, one weighing 1 lb. 5 oz ; Mr. T. Fiddes came next with 4 Ib. 133 oz. 
of roach; Mr. H. Haines, 3 1b. 144 0z.; Mr. Hayes, 2 1b. In.0z.; Mr. 
Mallett, 2 lb. 84 oz. ; Mr. Nash, 2 Ib. 4 0z.; Mr. Dodson, 2 lb. ; Mr. Dawe, 
1 lb. 10} oz.; Mr, Wall, 1 1b. 340z ; also Mr. Short had a pretty perch 
weighing t lb. 44 oz. ; united weight 33 lb, all taken from the Grand Juncrioa 
Canal and the Lea.—H. MALLETT, sec. 





BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

The members of the Battersea Friendly fished a match on February 25. at 
Weybridge, for two prizes presented by Mr. Grant, Mr. F. Martin taking first 
prize—the other not taken. The members will fish at Amberley on March 4 
fur four prizes presen'ed by an honorary member, all fish to weigh. Mr. 
Smith had a nice show ofjack on Monday last weighing 28 lb., largest 13 1b. 


BRIDGEWATER BROTHERS. 

A fish was taken by Brother Walker—a jack 15 1b. 20z., on Feb. 25th, at 
Pulborough, and Brother B. Heats a nice perch of the weight of rlb. 15 0z., 
at the Rye.—W. E, BAGtzs, Sec, 

BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday last our quarterly meeting took place at the Vict ria Hotel, when 
a goodly number mustered. The agenda was rather a long one, whic 1 was got 
through satisfactorily, and Mr. Henry Spink, the hon. secretary, read the 
quarterly report and balance-sheet, which proved the association to be worth 
over £40, No fish of any note has been taken during the last week. The 
members are arranging for their dinner tu take place on March 14, the eve of 
the close season. While writing another heavy drenching rain is falling, which 
will, I am afraid, make the river fill again, and thus keep thick the remaining 
time for open fishing. Wind S.E.—Live Snap. 





BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members met to-night in good force, and added one more to their list. 
On February 25, Mr. Bodell landed two fine jack, the best specimens of the 
season. Mr, Dunn has had a day’s outing, and arrived here highly pleased 
with his take of fish; he weighed in heavily for roach. Music, singing, and 
mirth, as usual—MiILrs DOUGHTY, sec. 

Feb. 28. —_—_- 
BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society went out on February 25 for a series of 
prizes, when the following gentlemen were successful:—Mr, Hastings, jun., 
roach; Mr. Hopkins, roach; Mr. Kerry, jack; Mr, Hadkiss, roach; Mr. 
Wilson, perch. The following also weighed in :—Mr. Gibbons, roach; Mr. 
Whitmore, roach; Mr. Tripcony, jack.— I. G. WALKER. 

CITY OF LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Several of the members of this association met at headquarters on Tuesday 
last at an early hour, to repair together to fish their first match in connec ion 
with the club. Through the kindness and generosity of G. C. Hale, Esq., 
agent to the Earl of Derby, permission was granted to the club to use a fine 
sheet of water called Knowsley Delf, which is well known to contain several 
varieties of fine fish, viz., jack, trout, tench, perch, roach, bream, &c. Owing 
no doubt to the inclemency of the weather and the early hour fixed for starting 
the muster was not so large as it otherwise wou'd have been, only eighteen 
turning up in al'!. The takes were, as a rule, poor, which was only what was 
to be expected. a strong northwest wind blowing which, citching the lake from 
its most exposed pcint, caused the water to be very rough indeed, testing to the 
full the ingenuity and patience so truthfully accredited and necessary, not only 
to a determined bottom-fisher, but fly-fisher as well. The prize for the heaviest 
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single fish was won by Mr. J. Levy; that for the heaviest creel by that persistent 
prize-winner. Mr, T. Till; the third prize remains in abeyance, no fewer than 
seven competitors being equal. Aftera most enjoyable and harmonious day’s 
outing (saving the small catches), the members returned to an excellent supper 
at Host E. R. Hoblyn’s. The repast being over, the business of the club was 
gone through, and the prizes weighed for and distributed. After several new 
members were enrolled a cordial vote of thanks was unanimously passed to 
G. C. Hale, Esq., for granting the use of the water, and the secretary was in- 
s‘ructed to write him to that effect.—_R. P. PICKTHALL,; sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Only two members out. On the 25th, Mr. Castell weighed roach from the 
Roding, and Mr. Macdonald roach from St. Margaret’s.—CAs. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society fished their sixth and last match of the season On February 25th, 
at Uxbridge, the result being Mr. Tam, one; Mr. Weeks, two. There was a tie 
for third and fourth prizes between Messrs. Bishop and Sharland, the next 
being Messrs. Salmon, five; Evans, six; Jenkins, seven.—C. REEVES, sec. 








CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following gentlemen weighed in on 25th ult. :—Mr. Wilcockson, perch 
and roach; Mr. F, Long. perch, roach, and dace; Mr. Burwash, roach; L. 
Garsuch, perch ; and M‘Neagus, roach, the latter gentleman winning. Mr. 
Willcockson’s prize for the gross weight of roach taken in February. Mr, 
Kemp gives a prize for the largest brace of fish ; Mr. Errington, prize for the 
gross weight of all fish taken in March ; Mr. F. Long, a prize for the second,— 
W. BuRWASH, sec. 

FITZROY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On February 21st, we had a large and influential gathering of anglers from 
seventeen clubs, some exce}lent songs being rendered by Messrs. C. Watling, 
jun. and sen., J. Fitch, G. Dixie, J. Mason, &c. The musical arrangements 
were rendered by two members of the Little Independents. On the 25th, we 
had a nice show of roach, the best being those of Mr. Weber, from the Lea,— 
A. HAWKSBEE. 

Feb. 27. —— 
GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In future the above society will hold their meetings every Saturday and 
following evening af Mr. Frank’s, the George Hotel, Fonthill Road, Seven 
Sister’s Road, Finsbury Park. Secretaries please take notice of the alteration 
of club-house and the meeting nights.—J. J. HoLMEs, sec. 

Feb. 26. —— 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY: 

Nice shows of fish on the trays yesterday evening, Messrs. Walford, 
Pleydell, sen., H. Cook, and A. Williams having-some very nice roach, Mr. 
Zambia, jack, and Pleydell, jun., perch.—C. J. MILLIE, sec: 

Feb. 26. a 

HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On February 25th, thirty-three members of this old-established society fished 
for seven valuable prizes, in the Rye House water, the boundary being from 
Black Pool to Fielde’s Weir Lock, on either side of the river. Oa the arrival 
of the train, at {en o’clock, we received the pleasing intelligence that the water 
was to be drawn from ten till one o’clock, to drag fora dead body. As a matter 
of course, the jack-anglers were knocked out from the first, as the finish of the 
day proved, not a single jack being taken, With the roach-angiers it hada 
very different result, for, after the water was let in again, they began to feed 
well; and on the fish being weighed in, at 6.30, at the Rye Hou-e, zs hand- 
some a show of rouch was placed on the table as has been seen for a long time, 
many fish scaling Ilb. and three 13]b. each. On fish being weighed, the 
following were the winners:—H. Steadman, first, 121b. 10% 0z.; J. Merrick, 
second, 8lb. 53 0z.; W. Cooper, third, 7 1b. 73 0z.;.J. Hayward, fourth, 
4 lb. 2} oz. ,,A. Hattemore, fifth, 31b. 10}.0z.; J Benjamin, sixth, 31b. 10 oz.; 
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W. Law, seventh, 3 1b. 23 0z.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for the two special prizes which were not taken on 
February 11th 1883, on February 25th 1883. After a keen competition Mr. 
W. H. Mecham secured first honours with a pretty tray ofroach ; Mr. H. H. 
Hawkes was second, who had Jack, Messrs. T. Ward, H. Auburn, J. Barnes, 
and B. Crook all had shows, and were very close upon the winners.—On 
Wednesday, the 28th ult., Mr. W. H. Mecham had 5 Ib. 434 0z., of handsome 
roach froin the Lea; Mr. G. Bliss also hada tray of roach and dace; Mr. B. 
Crook had roach and perch.—There will be three special prizes to be 
fished on the 4th inst. Mr. A. Rogers will give a _ revolver to 
be fished for with the two prizes given by Messrs. H. <Aubuin and 
G. Edwards. 

March ist 

LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Thursday evening, February 22, almost all our members met together 
to partake of a most excellent supper, which was very kind y given by Mr. 
Staples, Chalton Street, Euston Road. Our worthy host, Mr. Loomes, pro- 
vided the same, and great praise is due to him for the manner in which he put 
it on the table. There was not anything wanting but what was there, and 
ample justice was done to it by everyone. After the tables were cleared, Mr. 
Nat. Robinson, of the Victoria, Shalton Street, Euston Road, took the chair, 
when the usual toasts were given, and the harmony commenced, Mr. Robinson 
singing the first song; Mr. E. Barr followed next, and sung his favourite song 
of ‘*Napoleon,’? which was admired by all; Mr. G. Letch, an old member of 
the society, sang, in first-class style, ‘‘ The Flying Dutchman”? and an encore 
song of ‘Some Day.’? Many other gentlemen were called upon and sang 
some capital songs, including Messrs. Staples, Hart, Jackson, Greenwood,. 
Humphreys, Perry, and Titmus, of the Phcenix Angling Society ; Mr. Jackson 
gave some selections on the smallest concertina; Mr. Greenwood, on the piano; 
Mr. Mansfield, a grand solo on the whistle; Mr. Llewellen gave a capital 
recitation, which was greatly admired by one and all, of ‘The Wolf and the 
Hounds.” Mr. Brown, of the Coffee-House Tavern, Chalton Street, Euston 
Road, favoured us with his company later on in the evening, when his health 
was drunk with musical honours, to which Mr. Brown responded admirably, 
and also gave a very handsome present to be spent; and so the evening passed 
over in a most satisfactory manner. 

Our members were out on February 28, and our trays were all filled, making 
one of the finest shows we have had for a long time past, everybody admiring - 
the same. . Mr. Humphreys headed the list with a magnificent show of jack, 
scaling 21 1b, 12 0z., which was greatly admired ; Mr. Letch came second, with 








a fine show of roach, scaling 81b. 6 0z.; Mr, Hurwood came next, with a show 
of chub, roach, and perch; Mr. Keene had jick; c 
Mr. Hopton had a fine perch, scaling 1 1b. 5 oz., and some roach; Mr. Petrie 
had some roach._—W.H. Evans, sec. 

Feb. 28. ——- 
LIVERPOOL CENTRAL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The above association held its meeting on Wednesday, 28th February, when 
the following fish were weighed in: Mr. G. M. Kee 2 lb. Io oz, of rudd, and 
Mr. A. Harrison (the midget) 4 1b., rudd.— WM. WILDs, hon. sec. 


NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Wednesday, the 21st February, this club held one of their sacial gather- 





ings, so successful in the past, at their Club Room, Burwood-place, Edgware. 


road, The chair was filled by Mr. Petchy, supported by Messrs. Chapman and 


Turner, faced by Mr. 8. Galloway. A large number sat down to a good © 


Mr. H. Moore, jack; © 


repast, which gave satisfaction toall, and reflected great credit on the burly host, — 


The chairman, in giving the toast of the evening, ‘‘ Success to the Norfolk 
Angling Society,’’ spoke of the pleasure he always experienced in being pre- 


sent at these reunions, and thought while the floods prevented much outdoor — 
sport, it was well for the club that the members should lay in some ground bait 


in the Club Room. Mr. Petchy then exhibited a fine gold shield ring, on which 
was inscribed, ‘‘ From a few members of the Norfolk Angling Society,’”’ and 
in presenting the testimonial on behalf of the donors, spoxe as to the genial 
manner and courtesy, and the many other estimable qualities of Mr. Bucking- 
ham, which had won for him the esteem of the society of which he had been so 
long secretary. The various other toasts were interspersed by songs from 
Messrs. Turner, Woolridge, Chapman, Raymond, Wharton, &c., &c., much 
appreciated by those present.—D. 


NORTH WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 





Mr. Shackells saved this s: ciety a blank on Thursday evening by weighing in — 


a jack 415. Messrs.’ Harris and Packman with roach on the 25 h.—W. Hiniier 
Secretary. 
P. S. I might mention that the closed season for jack and perch commenced 


on the 1st March, 


PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. . 
Mr. Slater took three fine bream, weighing 9 1d. 12 oz., jack 6!b., and dace; 


Mr. Bentley, some fine perch and roach from Thames; Mr. Packer, jack from - 


Rickmansworth; Mr. Partup, jack from Rickmansworth; Mr. Harris, three fine 
perch, weighing 2 lb. 8 oz.; Mr. Grist, roach from Ware.—W. ELBOURNE, sec; 
Feb. 26. 





QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our annual dinner takes place on Wednesday, March 14th. Tickets, 
three shillings each, to be obtained of the secretary, L. Wallford, 245, Lan- 
caster Road, Notting Hillk—L. WALLFoRD, sec. 


Feb. 22. ———- 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 


On the 25th, Messrs. Marsh, Grant, and a few friends visited Richmond, and 


succeeded in getting a few perch and dace. What there was of the latter wery 
very nice fish, but they evidently had spawned, for they were quite empty. 
On the 28th it was decided to call a special meeting on March 7th to consider 
where and how Dr. Canton’s £1 Is. rod, Mr, Halmon’s tos. 6d. tackle-book, 
and Mr. F, Dale’s 2 gallon jar of pickles shall be competed for on the 11th of 
March. Also to enquire into a charge made against a member of this society. 


Messrs. Grant and Dale have consented to have their friendly contest on the 


same date, and will change swims every hour. 
that tbe 7th is quarterly night.—Prxre. 


SECOND SURREY ANGLING SOCIETY. 


I beg to remind all members. - 


This club has removed from the Queen’s Head, Brandon Street, Walworth, 


to the Queen Elizabeth, Merrow Street, Walworth. I believe our late secre- 
tary, Mr. Cherrill, has sent you a notice some time back; yet we still have 
letters from different clubs addressed there, which causes great delay in reaching 
us, and if we wish to attend some of the meetings we do not receive the notice 
until after the meetings are over.—J. WRIGHT, sec. 

The members of this club fished at St. Margaret’s on the 25th ult. for two 
prizes; the first prize being a very handsome silver plated teapot, which was 
won by Mr. G. Grace with roach. The second prize was a very good lamp, and 
won by Mr. R. Cheney, with roach. Mr. J. Wright also weighed in roach. 
We shou d have had a very good take of fish if the water had not been drawn 
off just as the fish were coming on feed; the roach taking the gentles freely. 
The water lowered about three feet. We heard the reason the water was 
being drawn off was, a child had been either thrown or fallen in, and they were 


searching for the body. The jack were well on; I saw several taken, the largest — 


being about Iolb. weight.—J. WRIGHT, sec. 
SIR HUGH MYDDELTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Seven members of the above society went out on the 25th inst. for four very 
handsome prizes. Mr. C. Allard was first with a very pretty pike, scaling 12 Ib., 
taken from the Lea, This fish we consider a good specimen of a Lea pike, 
consequently, the fish has been sent to Mr. Gibson for preservation. Second 
prize taken by G. Caborn with roach, dace, and perch from river Iver; third, 
G. Rogers, roach from Thames; fourth, W: Duncan, roach from Colne. The 


» members of above society will go to the Rye House on March 11, all start by © 


the 9 a:m. train from Liverpool Street, for the undermentioned prizes :—20s., 

ISs., 7S., also handsome furnished winder. ] 

note of this.—G.CABOoRN, sec. 
Feb: 27; 





SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members fished a match on the 25th at Ware. 1st prize was won 
by Mr. Boorman; 2nd, Mr. Breewood ; 3rd, Mr. Kirwan; 4th, a tie between 
Mr. Good and Mr. Buckham. One member unfortunately hooked a trout about 
3 1b., which was returned to the water. Our second smoking concert takes 
place on Monday next, when we hope to see many friends. We fish a match 
next Thursday, at Windsor, fora series of prizes, when it is hoped the water 
and weather will be favourable.—JoHN K1RWAN, Sec. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. . 


At the meeting heldat headquarterson the 28ch,'Mr. Duck in the chair, it was 


agreed that six members be appointed to meet on the 7th to arrange as to when 
the annual dinner shall take place. The following gentlemen were elected : Mr. 
Walters, chairman, Mr. Bansback, senr., Mr. Bansback, junr., Mr. Beckett, 
Mr, Boalch, and Mr. Elliott. During the evening Messrs. Brodie and Gregg 
exhibited some very nice perch from Tring. The competition for the 14th is 
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o where and fish how you like. The business of the society was now closed, 
id the remainder of the evening was devoted to harmony— Pixin, 

March Ist. ——— 
THE GRAFTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

Mr. E. H. Smith weighed in 14 Ib. 2 oz. of fine roach, taken by him in the 
hames on Feb. 27.—H. J. BRADBERRY, hon. sec. 


THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this Society met at Masons Hall Tavern, E.C., as usual on 
‘uesday evening, C. S. Bentley, Esq., inthe chair. The minutes of the previ- 
us meeting having been duly read and confirmed, the weekly correspondence 
3 to state of the rivers followed. Mr. Howse handed in a letter from Mr. G. 
aice, fisherman, of Eton Wick, reporting his exertions in returning fish to the 
hames after the recent floods, and the’ Secretary was instructed to write on be- 
lf of the Socicty, thanking him for what he had done in the matter. Captain 
Ifred made reference to the New Thames bye-laws, which were regarded 
; greatly disappointing to the angling community, and it was understood that 
(r. Crumplen, as a member of the committee appointed at the Conference held 
_ Cannon-street Hotel, in August last, would attend another meeting to 
> called bythe Thames Angling Preservation Society, and strongly support any 
eps that may yet be taken to secure some modification of these 
bnoxious rules, which differ so materially from what the 
igling fraternity were promised, and led to —_ expect. 
he library of the society is now receiving frequent additions. Mr. Nuthall, 
rost, Norman, Crumplen and others having given or promised books. Mr. 

arker brought with him one volume of ‘‘ The Field,’ and announced that 
brother member, Mr. Powell, wou!d present the society with a complete set, 

rminga valuable and costly work of reference. Mr. Nuthall has also contri- 

ated ‘‘Gunther’s British Fishes,’’ and with these accessions it is certain that 

2fore long, the society will possess such a collection of works on Ichthyology 
od Angling, as befits the positionit has taken up in the piscatorial world. 

he society’s annual banquet will be held at the Holborn Restaurant, about 

ie middle of April, when Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P., one of the vice- 

residents of the society, will occupy the chair. Occurring as it does’ on the 

’e of the opening of The Great International Fisheries Exhibition, the 

inquet will be of more than ordinary importance; some of the 

ost eminent men of the piscatorial world, and _ several cistinguished 

‘sitors, are expected to be present. Gentlemen desirous ofacting as s‘ewards 

e requested to send immediate notice to the secretary. On Tuesday next 

‘r. Theodore Cash reads his paper on “‘The Barbule of the Barbel,’’ which 
ill be fully illustrated by special microscopic preparations, and a large gather- 

g of members is anticipated. On this, as on similar occasions, all anglers, 

» gentlemen interested in icthyology, are welcome to attend, and may be sure 
“a cordial greeting. Among the visitors present on Tuesday. last were 
‘essrs. Geen, Clench, and others. The proceedings closed witha hearty vote 
‘thanks to Mr. Bentley for his able occupancy of the chair, It may be 
entioned that the society has made preparations for the Lund breeding-box, 

: be placed in their water at Waltham, and the secretary has undertaken, with 
e aid of several of the members, to insure its being properly cared for and 
tended to.—C. 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY’S SMOKING CONCERT. 
Smoking concerts are, just now, quite as fashionable and popular as were 
iose high-class entertainments of past years, when Jullien waved his baton in 
rectorship of the ‘‘ British Army Quadrilles.’” They are particularly in favour 
sporting circles, obtaining largely amongst cricketers and boating men. Not 

be behind-hand, piscators of every degree are now adopting a pleasant 
edium for passing a still more pleasant evening. But just inthe same manner 
Jullien’s celebrated gatheriags required the assistance of a directing hand, 
ijled in management, so does the ‘‘ Smoking Concert” of the present day 
ed the assistance of a ‘‘head and front’ to prevent the ‘chance of it 
fending. It is well that angling societies in these dull times should gain some- 
ing like healthy stimulus. Floods and rumours of floods are rife everywhere, 
iparently putting a complete veto and stoppage upon the contemplative man’s 
incipal recreation. But when one hears of friendly gatherings, convened on 
e one hand to listen to the reading of some well-planned paper upon a 
wHicular branch of angling science, or, upon the other, when one knows that 
ch a gigantic meeting as that at Ashley's Hotel last Monday evening was a 
rfect success, one is inclined to say, speaking of angling and its accesssories, 
at (in spite of ‘‘pea soup’’ and other abominations) ‘‘ there’s life in the old 
og yet.’ We, therefore, have to compliment the Committee of Management in 
‘nnection with the Piscatorial Society's latest effort, in a melodious as well as 
migatory direction, upon the complete success of the whole thing. The 
ndsome club room was crammed with friends and members. Indeed, so 
any were there, that it is impossible to afford space for the copious list of 
mes, even could we recollect them. In the chair sat a right worthy member, 
the genial person of Mr. M. H. C. Blamey, while the vice-chair was occupied 
Mr, C. P, Wheatstone, an angler of fame and great repute, and particularly 
that region where ‘‘ Lodden slow’’ winds its devious flood. Sharp to time 
‘e chairman, after a capital piano solo by Mr. Puddicombe, called up the first 
ecutant, in the person of Mr. Evans, who, probably, made as good a hit as 
y other in the lengthy programme by his exquisite rendering of the sweet 
i-fashioned ballad, ‘‘ The Lass 0’ Richmond Hill.’’ Indeed, so powerfully 
i this quaint old mleody move the spirit of one ancient piscator present, that 
became almost matter for wonder that even thus early in the evening the 
airman was not called upon to put in practice the awful punishment of 
naming” him. Well that he did not, because, with the terrific effects of this 
trible ordeal before our eyes as effected ‘‘in another place,’’ it would have 
en sad indeed to contemplate such a downfall to even enthusiastic ‘‘ obstruc- 
m,”” Mr. Ward followed on, and then came Mr. Page, the composer of the 
pular ‘*a dida.’’ It was simply a treat to listen to this gentleman’s 
neeption of what a harmless comic song should be, a still greater treat to 
ar it sung as a gentleman should sing it, without any of the offensive hidden 
2anings which sometimes make the efforts of blatant lion or tiger comiques 
cessively painful. Following him, in the order named, came Messrs. E. 
amey, G, Harrison, W. Harrison, N. F, Harrison, Thomson, F. King, and 
*. Brunton. If we pick one vocalist out for special mention amongst them, the 
Im must certainly be awarded to Mr. King, who simply ‘* brought down the 
use’’ with his tenor rendering of a ballad whose name—to our shame be it 
id—we have, for the time being, forgotten. Messrs. Clark, Cowell, and 
r. C. Day gave recitations. Mr. Cowell was unquestionably funny, and 
oked roars of laughter by his quaint rendering of an odd story in broken 
itch. A different matter altogether was Mr. Day’s fine rendering of G. R. 
ms’ **Lifeboat.’’? If this gentleman is not highly successful as a public 
jader he ought to be, for his pathetic powers not only moistened many an eye 
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in the room, but his brusque and jovial style in the telling of the old fisher- 
man’s story brought withit a salt savour of the sea, and the crash and broil of 
the storm when the lifeboat speeds on its errand of mercy. 

We have now to conclude with mention of the special-feature of the evening. 
The Piscatorial Society has in times gone past been indebted for many unex- 
pected pleasures at the hands of Signor Perelli Rocco. We remember, witha 
great deal of regret to think that they are past, pleasant trips made in that 
good .and brave barque, ‘‘The Lombardy.”’.. We recall the decks of that 
gallant vessel at Henley, ‘‘ gay, bedecked with flowers and bunting,’’? when 
every mother’s son of the piscatorial tribe of brayes were welcome to eat and 
drink of the best. We do not forget many jovial gatherings, not entirely un- 
connected with certain ‘‘summer dinners,’’ where the table on board was 
spread with so many good and appetising things, that guesis—and they were 
many—looked upon the absolute dinner itself, excellent as it might be, with 
the eye of scorn. Then, who is there that does not recollect the cabin of that 
gallant barque, with its odd little corners, where cigars anc pipes were ready to 
hand, the neck of a sodawater bottle protruded, the gold-foiled top of a mag- 
num of Iiroy or eke for the soul's delectation the study of that sacred art 
album? Yet, to add to the nnmber of all these matters, and, indeed, many 
more, Signor Rocco contributed yet another pleasing surprise in the introduc- 
tien of two personal friends of his, who probably possess between them two of 
the finest voices in London. At the commencement of a beautiful duet from 
‘‘T Puritani ’’ there was the usual buzz of conversation. As the first netes of 
the music rang through the room every sound was hushed, and then Signors 
Alfredo Moro and Vittorio Bellati had an audience as silent as possible. Ring- 
ing applause followed its conclusion, and an equally enthusiastic reception 
awaited each vocalist upon his rendering of an Italian operatic solo. In closing 
our account of a very interesting evening, we must not omit to mention some 
very charming part-singiag, nor flute solos by Mr. Claridge. 


THE SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This scciety at its weekly meeting at the Prince Arthur, Sratnford-street, 
Blickfriars-road, 8.E., voted one guinea for the first prize, half-guinea for 
second five shillings third, five shillings fourth, and ten free initiations. This 
competition, whi h takes place on the 11th of March, is open to all (whether 
members of an angling society or not) gowhere you please, all fish to weigh, and 
to be at the Prince A!bert, Stamford-street S E., by teno’clocx, weights ; &c., 
subject to the rules of the society. Onty onercd and line to beused. The Se. 
cre‘ary having received a considerible ! unl eof applications forparticul rs con 
cerning this competition, trusts that all the applicants and numerous intending 
competitors are subscribers to the FisH(NG GAZETTE, and thus obviate un- 
necessary” correspondence by reading this announcement. 





THE WATFORD PISCATORS. 

The annual dinner of the above society will take place on Wednesday, 21st 
March, at the clubshouse, Leathersellers’ Arms, High Street, Watford. Chair 
will be taken at 7 o’clock by Clarence E. Fry, Esq, when the numerous 
prizes will be presented to the successful competitors —H. A. VINCaNT, hon. 
sec. 

Feb. 26. 





UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

The mon'hly meeting of the Central Conmittee will take place on M nday 
evening next, March sth, at nine o'clock; S. Morgan, chairman, ‘The jack- 
fishing clused in the river Lea on Wednesday last, February 28th, a very bad 
ending to one of the worst seasons I have ever known in that river.—R, 
GHURNEY. 


WALTONIANS. 

On Feb, 21 Mr. Brady had roach 7 Ib. 54 oz. 25th, Mr. Thomas Watkins had 
Io lb. roach, dace, and perch; Mr. Starr, roach 4 1b.'4 0z.; Mr. J. Moore, 
3 lb. 40z. Messrs. Grace, Philtips and Brady also weighed in. fish.—A. J. 
MARRIOTT. 

Feb. 21. 





WALWORTH~ WALTONIANS. 

A competition took place on the 23rd February, but owing to the fiooded 
state of the river very few fish were taken. On March 4th, M. 
La Feuillade will give a silver watch for the first prize, and Mr. Harris will give 
a leg of mutton. On the r4th, Mr. South will give a set of tankards, and Mr. 
Weatherhead tos. 6d., and several other prizes stand over for this date.— 
Pixin. ———— 
YARMOUTH FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

A new ang’ers’ society, called the Friendly Anglers, has lately been started 
in Yarmouth. It was originated by some of the most successful anglers that 
are to be found here, and as the admission fee is purposely low, so as to be 
within the means of the most humble lover of the gentle art, it is certain to be 
a success. The number of members at present enrolled is twenty-six, and 
will certainly be doubled in a few weeks. Even London anglers in the habit of 
spending a holiday down here would find it to their interest to become members, 
as they would then be certain of obtaining good sport on account of the 
accnrate knowledge of all the best swims possessed by native members. All 
desirous of joining this society should at once communicate with the secretary, 
Mr. T. Bulley. Meetings are held every Monday at J. W. Haster’s, Hall 
Tavern, Hall Plain. The doings of the society and accounts of prize contests 
and takings of fish will be published in this journal.—T. BULLEY, sec. 





GUSTAVE DoRf& NOT A PoT-HUNTER.—“ His death has in some 
quarters rekindled the spiteful spirit it should have allayed—at all 
events, till the earth had been laid upon the generous heart of one of 
the most thorough artists who ever lived. [mean thorough in the 
devotion of every waking hour fo art for ar’’s sake, and not for its 
Doré was grateful for the 
generous reception he experienced in England. He said that his 
gallery in Bond Street was his comfort when his own countrymen 
mocked and scoffed. But he never stooped to pot-boiling, Whena 
subject stirred him, he worked it out with all his soul, and with all his 


’ strength. He lost large sums of money in carrying out his own 


ideas. He refused uncongenial themes that were pressed, with hand- 
some terms, upon him. He painted, not for the market, but for him- 
self. The money amassed was treasured only because it would enable 
him to work out his own ideals in his own way.”’—Dazly News 
correspondent. : 
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HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
Yor SATURDAY, MARCH 3. 


TIME OF 


Merning. Afternoon. 
London Bridge te: He SrdA7230. Sees mao. 
Putney... 39 pe 5 eRUOSZO: ER meee ans. 64 
Kew ,. ee ee ee C:0°F a. Pees 
Richmond ee ee oe ee 9.20 ee ee 9-54 
Aln (Alnwick). 


River in grand condition for fly, but have not heard of any trout being 
caught—at least not worth mentioning. In fact, itis rather early yet for the 
bulk of the angling fraternity here, they being mostly fly fishers. There are a 
good many natural flies on the water, notably the February red, needle brown, 
black and grey, gnats, and an odd March brown or two. Water getting low 
and clear, wind west.—HALCYoN. 

Ancholme District. 


A week of delightful weather has prevailed, and it is now hoped that the 
closing days of the season may make up a little for the meagreness of the past.— 
THOMAS Forp. 

Avoa (Ringwood). ; 

Five sajmon, ranging from 15 lb. to 21 lb. each have been taken on the long 
stretch of water (seven miles) in connection with the White Hart Hotel, Ring- 
wood. Day tickets for salmon, 5s. each, are issued only from this hotel by 
order of John Mourant, Esq. For other particulars see advt. 


Ballynahinch. 


Since last report ‘‘sport ’’ has been very fait on above fishery, although some 
days the weather was very unfavourable for angling. The following are the takes 
for the week: On the 21st Mr. R. E. Anstice, one salmon, 134 lb. ; same date, 
Mr. T. A. O. Taylor, one 11 1b., and Mr. E. Middleton, one 19 lh.; on the 
22nd, Mr. R. E. Anstice, one 10} lb.; on the 23rd, Mr. T. A. O. Taylor, one 
103 lb, ; onthe 24th, Mr. E. Middleton, one 11 lb. ; same date, Mr. T. A. O. 
Taylor, two, 15, and 104 lb., and Mr. R. B. one 134 1b.; on the 26th, Mr. E. 
Middleton, three, 12, 12, and 103 Ib.; same date, Mr. T. A. O. Taylor, ore 
11lb.; on the 27th, Mr. R. E. Anstice, one 13} lb. ; same date, Mr. C. Dubs, 
one 13 1b. Total amount of salmon for the six days, “‘ fifteen,’’ almost averag- 
ing 12} lbs. The waters are settling down, also weather improving. and I feel 
certain takes will be much larger.— WALTER BLACKADDER. 


(Chelmer and Blackwater). 


The pike have been well onthe last few days, and some very fair takes have 
been made. The water is in excellent condition, and, I hope, may remain so 
for the next fortnight.—A. S. Isaac. 


Chichester. 


Lamb-like has the boisterous month of March been ushered in with almost a 
summer temperature. Rodsters certainly musf not complain of the weather 
the past week, nor of lack of sport in this locality. Bream have been on feed 
at intervals. Mr. G. Ticehurst, last evening taking a couple of good fish. My 
bag was six tish weighing 71b. 2 oz. Mr. Richie, of Portsmouth, took 
a small jack this morning with live bait, or, as a rule, pike have not been much 
on feed. The Rother is fining down, and in a few days will be fit. Perch are 
feeding well here and are in prime condition. The successful baits for bream 
are paste or worm. I am trying a fresh swim to night, which is new to the 
lamp business. Bream in the basin are getting wary.—Grorcar F. Sarer. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

The fishing in the river Coquet commenced for trout on the 22nd ult. The 
Rev. Mr. Oliver, Longhersley, killed 16 trout on the 24th. Mr. Riddley 
Baarker, Longhersley, killed 10 trout. Mr. W. Fryer killed 11 trout. The 
Rev. Oliver, on the 27th, killed 12 trout, all with worm and all on the streams. 
The trout, from 7 to Io inch, were in splendid condition ; trout from 12 to 14 
inch, not so good. Mr. Oliver says that the trout this year are three weeks 
earlier than last year. Fcr the last ten days the weather has been very windy, 
but quite a change, and the wind in west. 
is a good prospect of a good season.—A. Grass, Anglers’ Inn. 


Dove, 


We have had afairnumber of anglers out on this favourite river during the week 
Trout and grayling have been rising freely at the naturals on the water, princi« 
pally the blue dans and Februaryreds. ‘The dishes have averaged about five 
brace each to the expert rods. Every day now may be expected to bring 
trout better on the feed. Weonly want a continuance of fine, warm weather 
to cause all sorts and sizes of flies to appear on the surface including the March 
brown, some early specimens of which have already been seen in sheltered 
quarters. It is believed that there are more trout in the Dove now than has 
been known for anumber of years. Most of our clubs are now about to begin 
operations, and I know a good many of the members whose hands have been 
itching to throw a fly for some time past.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 


The river is now in good order for salmon fishing with the rod, and good 
sport has been enjoyed. Tom Bird has caught several, as well as George Fer- 
guson, in the Armathwaite Club waters. On Monday, a gentleman caught two 
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at Syke Foot. Thisis in the Carlisle Angling Association water, which com- 
mences at Holme Wrangle, where salmon are numerous, nearly two miles 
below Armathwaite, where a conveyance can be had and accommodation at the 


Red Lion Hotel. The tickets to be had from Mr. Slater, secretary, Carlisle— ~ 


SKIDDAW. 
Eden (Carlisle). 

At last we have made a start with the rod. Saturday last was the first day 
the river was in order, and then only in a few places. Mr. J. B. Slater opened 
the season with a brace of nice spring fish, 8 and 10 1b., betore eleven o’clock. 
The only other fish I have heard of being killed on that day was one by Tom 
Bird, keeper at Armathwaite Castle, and one by a man living at Cote Hill. On 
Morday, I believe, Tom Bird killed another, and Simon Bell, keeper at War- 
wick Hall, landed three. On Tuesday, Mr. James Steel killed two ; the Corby 
Castle keepers, two; Mr. Slater, one; Mr. Tinnion, one; and Rev. G. Ware- 
ing, one. No doubt others were landed of which I have not heird. On Wed- 
nesday the river rose nearly a foot, and was too thick, and I have not heard of 
any sport. On Thursday, when we expecteda splendid water, it was a mcst 
filthy colour, and great must have been. the disappointment to those who 
started by early train. If a score of fire-brigades had been out exercising, and 
had ‘*played’’ for some hours on to dusty roads, they would have produced 
something like the colour which the water is. I doubt if it will be right even 
on Saturday.—SILVER-GREY. 


Exe and Barle. 

The weather has been during the past few days quite charming, and the 
water is now in fine condition. 1 have heard as yet of no large takes, but the 
blue upright and February red seem still to be the best flies. The next few 
days ought to furnish good sport. Rods are still scarce on the water —TaRva- 


von Arms, 
Exe (Exeter), 


I am very pleased to be able to forward an encellent report this week. The 
salmon fishing, which commenced to-day, being most satisfactory. I havejust 
come from Cowley Bridge, where Mr. Burden has caught three splendid 
salmon, the largest, a beauty, about 20 lb., and Mr. Baker, two very fine, ~ 
handsome fish. At Salmon Pool Mr. Pearson has taken first honours with four, 


averaging, I hear, about 10 lb. each, and Mr. Croucher, three, 123, 93, and _ 


8i1b. respectively, so that the season has opened most auspiciously. Mr. Lea — 
hooked, but unfortunately lost three salmon. Messrs. Jarman, Mole, and. 
Lock have creeled some nice pike, and some perch have also been taken; the 
river at present is in good fishing order, and the weather at last very fine. An 
excellent record will be made next week I feel confident.—J. A. KeLLzy. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


The following are the number of fish taken with rod and line during February : - 
—Feb. 17th, Frank Robert, two salmon, weight 221b., killed with spoon bait ; 
18th, Maurice Llessone, one salmon, weight Io lb., killed with spoon bait ; 18th, 
John Connor, one salmon, weight 9 lb., killed with spoon bait; Mr.Dan. Shea 
Cartpenter, one salmon on Flesk, weight 10 lb., killed with flies; 18 h, on Flesk, 
John C. Coltsman, Esq., one salmon, weight 11 1b., killed with flies; 18th, 
D. C. Coltsman, Esq., on Flesk, one salmon, weight 12 1b., killed with T, 
Carthy’s flies; 20th, Maurice Llessone, one salmon, weight 10 lb., killed with 
spoon bait ; 20th, Tim. McCarthy, two salmon, weight 21 1b., killed with flies ; 
2tst, Tim. McCarthy, three salmon, weight 36 lb., killed with flies ; 21st, Eugene 
Cunmare, one salmon, weight Io lb., killed with flies ; 21st, John C. Coltsman, 
Esq., one salmon, weight 12 Ib., killed with brown flies of T. McCarthy; 21st, 
D.C. Coltsman, Esq., one salmon, weight 10 lb., killed with orange grouse 
flies ; 22nd, Frank Robert, two salmon, weight 24 Ib., killed with spoon bait; 
22nd, Tim. McCarthy, one salmon, weight 14 Ib , killed with his favourite fly ; 
23rd, Frank Koberts, 2 salmon, weight 20 lb. Orange crimson and green. 
If any gentleman wishes to make one of these flies and give it atrial; it never 
fails me, anyhow. Hemay do worse. The way to make it : hook according 
to water, and orange hackle, also light golden colour for low water, red for 
high—not too red. First, a little tinse’, gold cf. course, a little joint of crimson 
next, tip one topping of the S. P: with mallard, and G. P. breast feather 
mixed. First joint is to be orange silk, next crimson, and next green, light 
colours ; make the three joints an equallength! The jay hackle is to be put on 
at the tip, and rolled over the body with gold twist or tinsel only, put three 
rol's of hackle on the body, also twist, as the fourth will make two joints of the 
crimson silk in the middle, the wing of mallard S. P. breast feathers, and some 
brown turkey with two sprigs of macaw. ‘The lakes are entirely out of order 
at present. Lower lake is all snow-water after all the snow from the hills. 
A'l those salmon were taken in the upper and middle reaches. The nets: 
Muckross nets, twenty salmon; Glena nets, twenty-four salmon; Caharnine 
nets, nothing. Water entirely too high at present. 

Since the last report the lower lake is getting clear, and we hope to have 
some good sport when it comes to fishing order. The colour of the water is 
quite grey, from the effects of the snow-water floods. The oldest fisherman 
don’t remember to be so long without fishing on it before now. On 24th 
Feb., James Hayse got one salmon, 12 1]b., with spoon bait; 24th, Frank 
Robert, one salmon, Io 1lb., with spoon bait; 24th, Denis Connell, one 
salmon, 12 lb., with spoon bait; 24th, Lord Derby, one salmon, 12 1b., with 
spoon bait; 25th, D. C. Coltsman, Esq., on Flesk, two salmon, 20 lb., with 
flies ; 26th, D. C. Coltsman, Esq., on Flesk, one salmon, 9g 1b., with flies; 
27th, J. C, Coltsman, Esq., on Flesk, one salmon, Io lb., witb flies; 26th, 
Tim. McCarthy, two salmon, 23 ]b., with flies; 26th, R. Hillard, one salmon, 
10 Jb., with flies ; 26th, Robin Robert, two salmon, 24 lb., with flies; 27th, 
Tim. McCarthy, one salmon, 8 lb., with flies; 26th, Muckross nets, four 
salmon, one of them 27 lb.; 27th, Glena nets, nine salmon; Caharnane nets, ~ 
two salmon; Carah Lake, twelve salmon Toley’s part of the lake.—T, McC. 


Lea (Ware). 

The water is in splendid condition at present, and all that is wanted for 
angling purposes is for the fish to be on the feed. On February 25th, there were 
a great many anglers down here. Amongst them we noticed the following clubs : 
Good Intent, Bloomsbury, Hoxton Brothers, South London, also Brothers 
‘Well Met, who were fishing for prizes, Mr. Calcrafs being especially lucky, 
taking two, one duckling, and one half-guinea. Several jack were taken from 
the Boom to the Iron Bridge. Mr, Cook, of Hertford, was very for unate, 
taking six jack from the Engine House to Hertford.—H. W. STARLING. 


Leicester- 

A very agreeable change has just lately taken place in the weather, and with 
the season fast drawing to a close, anglers have not been slow to take every 
opportunity to indulge in their favourite sport. Saturday last, being the half- 
holiday and a promising day, saw a goodly number of the subscribers angling 
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in the society’s waters; but, as itturned out, with but moderate success, as, with 
the exception of a few roach and perch, but little was done. Several cf the 
roach, I noticeJ, were getting full of spawn, and there is every appearance of 
them spawning earlier than usual. At the early portion of this week a fair 
number of rodsters were out, and on Monday several good baskets of roach 
were taken with white paste. Tuesday and Wednesday a number of the 
Leicester ang'ers went out of town, and Messrs. Bourne and Starkey had some 
good pike from Thrapstone. Messrs. T. Smith and Thorpe were at Sharn- 
brook on Wednesday, and met with succes3 among the pike, and Mr. Stafford 
also landed five brace. In the trout streams, although full early, a few good 
fish have been landed, two gentlemen a few days ago having seven brace and a 
half in splendid condition. At Aylestone roach and chub have heen the 
takings of anglers patronising that locality, whilst reports from the Wreake 
state that the waters are in good condition, and fish biting freely. The weather 
to-day (Thursday) is very mild. Waters in excellent condition for bottom- 


fishing. —ALERT. 
Lune (Carnforth). 


The river Lune has fined down into a nice brown water, and is splendid 
for fly-fishing. The last few fine days have made a wonderful alteration in the 
river; ‘his day in particular (the 1st of March) is more like June than March, 
the thermometer standing at 54 in theshade. In addition to the flies I men- 
fioned last, there are three more which will take well this month. The 
first one, which I have fished for 25 years successfully,—and I have called it 
“Blue Peter,’’—should be used on.a ‘‘ No, 2”? sneck bend honk, fiom the 
under side of a blue hawk’s wing, tied with olive silk, dre sed hackle, the 
top side of a water hen’s wing-feather, dressed in the same fashion, with about 
three turns of peacock’sherl under the shoulder, ani tied with a mixture of 
olive and Jemon-coloured silk. This fly should be on a “* No.3’’ hook. The 
third dark woodcock, with orange body. All these flies should be dressed 
with as fine silk as possible, as the leanest flies always pay best in the Luae.— 
PISCATOR. 

Medway (Tonbridge). 

The river is in capital order for all kinds of angling, and during the week 
there have been catches ot roach, perch, and jack. The latter do not run large, 
but two members of club fishing below the town on Tuesday, capturel some 
splendid perch and roach, the latter weighing a pound each. The local society 
are believed to be about to throw open the Ballast Pit, which is a private 
fishery for angling in the close season, as it is overstocked. This will be a great 
boon to anglers, and keep them from getting rusty when they are shut up by the 
Act. This water will, of course, only be open to members or ticket holders.— 
Ye Mepway WaTER Rat. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


- We have had beautiful fine weather this week, and the river has now rundoxn 
into really splendid order; there is for anglers no better time than the present 
for a visit to this old-fashioned Thames side spot. F.sh are well on feed both at 
top and bottom, There have been a lot of anglers on the water daily, and 
brought rare good bags. On Saturday a lot of anglers arrived at the Oid Bell, 
Hurley. P.T, Terque fishing from the old tench hole, succeeded in capturing one 
tench, weighing 3}1b, perch 5 lb., Mr. Berget, perch, 61b., Mr. Friche, roach 
and perch, 7 lb., Mr. Bigsby, perch 4} 1b., Mr. Humfres, roach and perch, 


54 lb., Mr. Hornfeke, 5 lb. perch, Mr Sykes, three chub, weighing 5 lb.,” 


roach and perch, 12 lb., and other miscellaneous bags of roach and perch were 
taken on the same day. On Monday Messrs. Micklen, Lee, and Everett, roach 
and perch, 12 lb.; ‘Tuesday, Mecklen and Lee, roach and perch, 6 lb.; 
Wednesday, Mr. Beck out with Redwell, perch and roach, 12 1b. Coster, 
fisherman of Hurley, caught a chub, 2? 1b.. I congratulate the anglers on their 
sport, and hope the weather may continue fine. To-day (Thursday) is a 
summer's day, and I think bids fair for the piscators, Wind, south-west.— 
Hurry Trout. 
Ness (Inverness). 

Since my last report nothing has been done on the lower part of the river. 
Some good fishing has been had on the Upper Dunain water. Mr. N. W. 
Millbank’s keeper, on Monday, the roth, killed a fine salmon of 25 1b. ; on 
Tuesday, 20th, 3, of 163, 9, and 8} lb. ; on Friday, one of 12 lb. On the 
Dockford water on Monday, the 19th, Mr. John Macdonald, fisherman, landed 
asalmon of 25 lb.; Tuesday, 1, 20 lb. ; Saturday, 1, 20lb. At the west end of 
Lochness Mr. Rufford Tenant, of Inchnacoidoch, on Monday, killed a magnifi- 
cent salmon weighing 36 lb. Its circumference was 25} inches ; length, 3 feet 
7 inches. To-day (Wednesday) the water is getting into good order, and 
expect good baskets of trout will be got on Friday, our free fishing day.— 
DONALD WA1SON,. 

Swale. 


I am so very busy this week delivering early fry that I can hardly find time to 
answer ‘he appeal made to me by the editor and Mr. Corry last week. It 
would, however, be very uncourteous to pass it by without a short answer. 
There are no gray ling in the Swale above Richmond, and very, very few below. 
In the neighbourhood of Brompton, Catherick, &c., it is sometimes possible 
to get a brace orso amongst a mixed lot of other fishes ; but no one should go 
far to especially fish for it. Sofar as my knowledge goes, the grayling has 
never been placed above the Richmond Falls. If it has, the *‘hush”’ from 
the lead mines has been fatal to it; and no wonder, for six or so large becks 
are constan'ly pouring their impurities into the main stream. Gunnerside Beck 
has been completely depleted in this way. Seventy or eighty years b«ckold men 
teil me that this beck was full of fish ; but the opening of the mines at Blukey- 
waite and Bunting killed the fish. In the present state of the river my opinion 
is that the erayling would not thrive between Gunnerside and Richmond ; it 
might p-ssibly do above the former place. In the time of Jackson, the author 
of the *‘ Practical Fly-fisher,’’ there were no grayling in the Yoreabove Aysgarth 
Force, but now they are qui'e as numerous as the trout. Speaking of the Yore, I 
“may say that my views on the introduction of salmon above Aysgarth are in 
‘most perfect acco-d with those of my friend, Mr. Walbran, and in the strictest 
/opposition to those of Mr. Corry, whose notes I am otherwise so pleased to see. 
“If the salmon was introduced, what would the fishermen of Wensleydale get? No 
“spring fishing for these fish, but simply a very uncertain month or so of autumn 
salmon fishing, with the legacy of a perpetual nuisance in the spring. It would 
be the time of the Cornish rivers over again. Shoals of smelts would be rush- 
ing after anything on the angler’s collar which bore the faintest resemblance toa 
fly, and the trout and grayling would lose in quality to make up the maws of 
these hungry gen ry. Thank goodness, there are three such falls as are scarcely to 
be found anywhere else to be broken through before this undesirable result can 
be accomplished, and the possibility is that my angling days will be over before 
jit is done. Anyway, if it is seriously proposed, and my fingers are not para. 














lysed, for the sake of Auld Lang Syne, my pen, feeble thoughit may be, shall 
go against it.—THOMAS Forb. : 


Tay and Loch. 


Owing to stormy weather and heavy floods sport on the river and loch was 
comparatively poor for nearly a week prior to Saturday last. Things, how- 
ever, have now improved, and with fine weather, and water in capital order 
angling is again being pursued with gratifying success. The following isa 
record of takes on the Loch since Tuesday last:—Mr. F. Bamford, two fine 
newly-run salmon, 13 Ib. and 21 1b.; Mr. Thomas Gourlay (1) 25 1b., Mr. 
Wardle, Leeds (1), 21 1b.; Mr. Wilson, Moffat (2), 18 1b. and 29 lb. ; Miss 
Thorneycroft, Wolverhampton (t), 19 lb.; Mr. Thomas Aitken Edinborough 
(5), 18, 18, 22, 22, and 23 1b.; Mr. Cunningham, London (4), 17, 19, 20, and 
23lb ; Mr, Bayley, Manchester (3), 19, 21, and 22 1b. ; Mr. Bailey (1), 21 1b.; 
Mr. Haynes, Leamington (1), 26 1lb.; Mr. Earp, Derby (4), 18, 20, 20, and 
24 lb. ; Colonel Cameron, Inverallort (1), 26 1b. ; Mr. Crabbie, Edinborough (1), 
25 lb.; Mr. Haynes (2), 18 and 201b.; Mr. John Blair, Glasgow (2), 17 and 
18 lb. On the Tay there has been got among reported catches :—On the 
Derculich water, Mr. A. R. Stewart's keeper (1), 14 1b. ; Burnmouth and 
Redgorton water, Colonel the Hon. W. Arbuthnot and Mr. Montague Mc. 
Donald, of St. Mertin’s (2), 16 and 18 1b.; on Perth water (1), 261b. On 
Stanley water a fine ma'e fish was caught, which turned the scale at 44 lb., 
with the following dimensions :—Length, 50 inches ; girth, 26 inches. On the 
same stretch 125 tishin all have been landed since the opening, and of these 
the average weight was 19 1b, the extreme being 31 lb. and 25 lb. Trout- 
fishing is being pursued with very fair success.—J. MCGLASHAN. 


Thames (Goring). 

Water now in prime order for all sorts of fishing—in go d order for jack, 
perch, and chub fishing. Sport during the past week—perch biting very well. 
My best diy was Friday, fishing with Mr. Marsh, of Oxford street, London— 
a good basket of perch, the largest perch going 341b. Sunday, about 8 lb. of 
very good perch. Prospect looks good forall the seas n, Gentlemen, do not 
delay the time; it is getting very short. Every prospect of good sport next 
week if the weather keeps fine. I am disengaged after Monday.—Joun 


RusH. 
Thames (Monkey Island Hotel). 


Water in splendid condition for fishing, any kind the angler may choose. 
Chub, under the boughs with pith and brains, ought to be had now or never. 
Roach, with a gentle, in a quiet stream eddies or outside boughs. Jack, spin- 
ning with a nice bright bleak or small dace, or witha live bait. No time should 
be lost in getting after them. Perch have been feeding well since Sunday; 
there have been several very good takes round Monkey Island, Queen’s Deep, 
and opposite Colonel Harford’s, Down Place. One gentleman had fourteen 
perch, weighing 15 lb. ; another gentleman took thirty perch, and out of the 
number had to return twenty, being unsizeable. This shows well for the 
future. Inever knew the river so full of small perch during the seventeen 
years I have livedat Monkey Island. They taxe minnows as fast as one can 
put them on the hooks, little mites of perch from 2 to 3 oz.—anyone would 
wonder how they can get the minnows and the hook into their mouth. The trout 
are beginning to show themselves. We have seen several round the Island, no 
doubt some the Windsor and Eton Association turned in two years ago. They 
ought to be nice fish this season, as when they were turned in many of them 
weighed 14 lb. to 2 1b,.—R. PLUMMkR, sen. 


Thames (Oxford). 


The past week has, I think, without exception, been one of the best in the 
season; the fine weather has caused the floods to subside more rapidly than I 
cou!d have deemed possible, and brought the Thames into magnificent condi. 
tion, although the Cherwell is still somewhat turbid. As faras I am able to 
judge, the following list of fish is an authentic one. On Saturday Mr. Shirley 
at Thrupp onthe Cherwell, caught 12 perch, averaging from 3 to 4 oz., and ten 
roach of about $lb. On the 25th of February a splendid trout was seen to 
throw out at Medley Lock, and Mr. W. Bosson landed a jack of 3 1b. opposite 
his barge, a smaller one about 14 lb. being taken atthe end of the bridge 
spanning the side cut from the weir pool. Mr. Deadman at Yarnton Meadows 
had two jack of 4 lb. and 3 lb. respectively; Mr. W. Allen fishing in the same 
piece of water, brought 6 jack to bank, the largest turning the scale at 44 1b., 
the whole weighing 17 Ibs., Mr. Boddington also getting two jack weighing 
1olb. At Godstow Lock Mr. John Bosson bad a fine perch of 2 1b. 
and one of $ 1b., besides a small jack of 1; 1b.; Mr. MacFie, off the weir 
at Folley Bridge, also succeeded in luring a rather large perch of 2 lbs. 
from his hold beneath the campsheeting. Az Ferry Hinksay, in one of the byes 
of the Thames, a large jack weighing 11 lb. was killed with a punt pole and 
disposed of in a raffle on Monday evening at the Waterman’s Arms, whilst at 
Thrupp Mr. James Russel, had two perch, of 2 lb. and 1 Ib., and a jack 
weighing 1% 1b. On Monday Messrs. Cooper, Allum, Shorley and 
Marsh, at Kirtlington on the Cherweli, caught a very nice lot of roach, 
about 5 lb. weight to each man; my informant, Mr. Shirley, adds in his letter 
to me—‘‘ and all good fish.’ At Iffley, Mr. Coney had six perch, averaging 
31b. each. I cannot hear of much being done on Tuesday, except Mr. Evans 
caught a few perch, none of which were worthkeepiag ; but on Wednesday, 


Mr. Collins had a fine perch, I believe, from Thrupp, weighing 14 lb. Mr. 
Shirley also at the same place, catching 14 roach, weighing 4} lb. ‘Mr. John 


Bosson, at the Green-barge, landed a jack of 3 ]b., and Mr. Coster at Iffley lost 
three fine perch, in succession, one of which occupied him about ten minutes, 
and then succeeded in making his escape. Mr. Harris at Cuddesdon caught a 
brace of jack, weighing 3} 1b. and 1} 1b. respectively, and four perch, the largest 
of which turned the scale at 11b., the rest going $]b. The heart of the 
poacher rejoiceth. On Tuesday, they were hard at work with that simple and 
effective weapon, the brass charley, amongst the fish left on the Iffley meadows, 
and another gang of rascals yesterday (Wednesday) had four jack 
from Id1b. to 231b., from a small piece of flood at the lower end of Port Meadow; 
one large fish, my informant, who was looking on at the litle game, estimates at 
7lb. were free through the wire breaking. Mr. W. Venables, the water bailiff, 
was engaged in watching taem through a pair of opera-glasses; but some one 
kindly gave them the tip, and they quickly decamped along the canal 
path, not even waiting to put on their shoes and stockings, and I sincerely hope 
‘Venables saw enough to enable him to try them before the justices. -CHERWELL 


OTTER. 
Thames (Walton). 


The water is now falling rapidly, and is nearly off the tow path and the 
meadows. ‘The weather is everything that could be desired, and should present 
favourable aspects continue, there certainly will be some good takes among the 
perch and jack by the end of this week, and then to the end of the season, On 
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Monday, Mr. Mackriell, with George Hone, had a yery nice perch from the 
back water just over 2 1b. weight ; and on Wednesday the seme fishermen, out 
with a gentleman, had three perch. I learn there has been some destruction of 
jack by an otter located about here, and there are one or two guns looking out 
after him. I think the worst of the floods has come and gone, and there is a 
chance of things mending now before the finishing up of the season—HENRY 


8S. Woop. 
Trent (Newark). 


Since sending off my last report we have had a spell of very nice weather, 
and anglers have mustered in goodly numbers by the river side. As far 
as the Lower Trent is concerned, the water has been in fairish condi'ion 
but rather too high. Sport has only been of a very moderate character. I have 
not heard of a decent bag being had from the Lower waters. “On the higher 
reaches of the river sport has been a little better; The Landlord of the 
Rein Deer had a nice bag of Pike on Tuesday; some six or seven fish, 
biggest about seven or eight pounds, from private water, soI suppose. I 
went out for an hour or two one day, but did nothing worth recording, except 
landing a nice chub nearly 4lbs., on light roach tackle. The Secretary of the 
Newark Club succeeded in landing a very nice chub going 43lbs. If 
weather and water continue as ‘at present, I shall try the chub on tke first 
opportunity with pith and brains. Cockspur worm was the lure I succeeded 
in taking my chub with. This bait for roach and dace &c., will be found the 
best ; and chub ought to come at pith and brains ; but hold! a thought srtikes 
me. It rained rather smartly last night, so perhaps we may have a rise ia the 
water; but up to the present there is noalteration. Hope it will continue in 
good trim forthe closiog week or two; and may we all have our best luck 
when we go a-fishing —THE TRENT OTTER. 


Waterville (Co. Kerry.) 


The above has opened with every prospect of good season for spring. Fish- 
ing for past week—15 beautiful new fish have been killed; average weight, 12 


lb.—M. M‘ELLIGorT. 
Witham (Boston). 


The fine weather of the past ten days has caused quite a sensation among 
anglers in the Fen district. Rods that have been carefully consigned to the 
limbo of a store-room have been brought out, old hands have furbished up their 
mildewed tackle, and once more they have sallied forth on pike, and roach, and 
tench intent. The Witham has assumed a satisfactory height and colour, and 
allits tributaries, and the big and little drains as well, are now in very pro- 
mising condition. Scme good things are sure ta be done towards the end of 
this week, and forward if the fine weather lasts, and even atthe time of 
writing many anglers are out. Pike have been taken from the Witham at 
several points; but no very great things have yet been reported. A nine- 
pounder pike was taken to Horncastle on Tuesday from Kirkstead, and several 
running up to 5lb and 6lb are mentioned; but we shall have better things to 
talk of next week, Iam sure. Several tench are spoken of as making up roach 
takes, and more may be anticipated. Tench just now are about and should be 
had in quantities, as this is their best season. The best tench caught that I 
hear of was by Mr. Latham, weighing 2lb. Roach have bitten freely, and bags 
of 7lb or 8lbs for the day have been made on the Mount and other waters. 
Perch have been killed at Hubbert’s Bridge.—THE YELLOW BELLy. 


Yare (Norwich). 


The weather during the past week has been everything that could be desired. 
T am informed some good roach up to I lb, were taken the other daynear Hardley 
Dyke, in the Whitlingham Reach, near Thorpe. Mr. Hewitt, of Ber-street, 
Norwich, with a friend, caught 13 stone of roach and a very fine bream, weigh- 
ing 54 1b, length 223, in girth 19 inches, Jack-fishing has been good (in 
private waters) I know of catches of 11,17, 7 andg, varying from 11 lb down 
to 2 lb. ; but in the public stream,I have not heard of anything being done. Our 
local pike fishermen are now making up for lost time, and ifthe present weather 
continues, there will be good sport during the next fortnight. Thompson, the 
obliging landlord of Horning Ferry, on the Bure, writes me that two gentlemen 
had been down and caught in the river (which he says is now in good condition) 
three nice jack, the largest being 10 1b. Water in thispart now in good order 
and prospects good. In Mr. Lark’s report of last week, as secretary of the 
Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, he alludes to Poacher Barber and his being 
fined £5 and Sos. costs, for resisting the water baliff, and gave the Bure Presers 
vation Society credit for the action, and also states that the fine was pre- 
sented to that society. Evidently he has been misinformed, as it was on the Yare, 
by the Yare Watcher, and the fine was presented to the Yare Preservation 
Soci:ty.—RoBrrt Mort. 

Yore (Hawes). 

The weather is at present simply delightful. Since last Thursday the fish 
have hada rest, as we have had no water. On the day named, [killed 4 
brace in about two hours, and several other anglers did very well. The baro- 
meter is very steady, and every appearance of a dry time. I saw grayling 
rising on the 25th inst. Fly-fishiug will hardly begin in the district before 
Good Friday. I generally use the water-hen, bloa, woodcock, and moor game 
brown, and snipe bloa at the beginning of the season, and do very well with 
them. ‘The waterehen I dress with a purple body, and the snipe with a yellow 
one, woodcock and moor game orange bodies ; all hackle flies. —J. Corry, 


Yore (Yorkshire). 


This river was a nasty white colour on Saturday last, and, although a few 
anglers were out, very little was done. Since then, however, the water has 
receded considerably, and if the present weather continues, trout should begin 
to rise at the little early brown, which is now becoming plentiful. Respecting 
grayling in the Swale, I believe that they are not to be found in the upper 
waters, although they are occasionally met with in the neighbourhood of Top- 
cliffe ; stil, even there their capture is of so rare occurrence that the Swale can 
hardly be classed among the Yorkshire grayling streams. Most likely the 
*‘hush’’? from the mines hasa great deal to do with it, for, undoubtedly, the 
rived Nidd in the neighbourhood of Pately Bridge ceased to be a grayling riyer 
from this cause alone,—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 


=GrorGE JAMrs EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices : 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


D. H.—We fear vaseline will make the baits too soft, but try it and let us 
know the result. Mr. King’s preparation seems to us to be perfection ; he 
sells the powder mixed up and ready for use. 

H. W. C.—The index to last year is late, but we have been making it more 
perfect and exhaustive than before. This is the reason ofthe delay, It is 
nearly ready, 

W. D.—Try the Wheatsheaf Inn, at Ware, on the Lea. 

LrutEs.—We could not give the illustrations ; there was nothing new in them. 
Any good trout flies will kill on Irish waters, but you had better consult 
the local maker, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 





] 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, 


PIGEON SHOOTING. 


Sirr,—I have before me a print of the Bill proposed to be passed this session, 
on the above subject, but which, without doubt, embraces other sports. 

Section 2 of the Bill provides that the word ‘‘animal,’’ in the Cruelty to 
Animals’ Prevention Act, 1849 (and in the Scotch Act, 1850), shallinclude any 
vertebrate animal, whether of domestic or wild nature, kept in confinement or 
captivity. 

Bhouid this proposal become law, any person (including the Master of the 
Buckhounds), who joins in stag hunting, coursing trapped hares, rabbits, or 
even rats, will be liable under Statute (12 & 13 Vic. c. 92, sec. 2) to a penalty 
of £5, which if not paid instanter with costs, subjects the offender, at the 
pleasure of the Justice, to Le imprisoned for two months, with or withont hard 
labour. ; 

Within the metropolitan district, two justices or a stipendiary magistrate, in- 
stead of imposing a fine, may commit the offender to prison for three calendar 
months, with or without hard Jabour. 

Section 3 proposes to give the same power over any person who shoots at 
any birds liberated from the trap or the hand. 

‘Without discussing the merits or demerits of Pigeon Shooting, the public 
should be informed that this isa blow aimed at sport in general, and that 
pigeon shooting is made available as a means of obtaining a footholl for 
sentimental legislation, by those who would only be too glad to see all old 
English sport at an end in this country. 

The Bill ss at present worded would deprive a very numerous class of 
dwellers in our large towns, who are unable to indulge in more luxurious 
forms of sport, ofthe only amusement of that nature whichis at present within ° 
their reach.—I am, &c. WALSINGHAM, 

Eaton House, Eaton Square, March 1. 

[The amount of ** gush’? and absurd zesthetic sentimentality on the cruelty of 
field sports which has appeared in the public press recently, makes it necessary 
that all sportsmen should combine to check-mate any move of the enemy. At 
the same time we aresure that the true sporting instinct is so ingrained in the 
British constitution, that the attacks of these bilious ‘ stay-atchomes’ will be as 
easily shaken off as the sea-lice from a fresh-run salmon,—ED. | 





GUT AND OTHER FLY BODIES, 


S1r,—Truly enough you say that the flies we see upon our rivers are of slender 
form, while our artificial flies are fat—‘‘ dressed buzz,’’ as the old phrase used 
tobe. Idoubt if they could fly with so much body except upon a line. 

Therefore it is good to advise fly-makers to use someanti-fat material, suchas 
gut, hair, quill-strippings, &c, But it is an error to suppose that there is an 
novelty in that suggestion. Thirty years ago the body of the “ grey-drake ?— 
as we used to call the female May-fly, according to loose entomology—was 
very generally made of gut, and so were the bodies of other flies, while, as to 
hair and quill, I had flies, made eighty years ago by my grandfather, with 
bodies of these materials. He was a mighty Zebedee, almost equal to the 
father of ‘‘ The Raven.’’—I am, &c., 


R. D. BLACKMORE, 





MATERIALS FOR FLY-MAKING. q 


S1r,—I quite agree with the remarks of Mr. Marston about smooth bodies 
for flies, and in the objection to silk when it can be avoided. But there is 
nothing new in the suggestion of the other materials he mentions.* I have 
myself used gut and horsehair for several years—in fact, ever since I first began 
to imitate natural insects, and though I have recently discarded gut, I use 
dyed horsehair largely ; and, as to indiarubber, I swear by it in preference to 
anything else for certain patterns of the spring duns. The fly Mr. Marston 
alludes tois certainly one of my own make, for I never bought any flies ofthis 
kind in my life (and, indeed, I don’t know that I ever saw any for sale) ; but I 
expect it is a fly dressed with a detached body—that is to say, the hair is not 
wound on the hook at all, but the body is made to imitate that of a delicate 
dun as closely as possible, and then tied neatly on to a hook, with wings and 
hackle added. This is the way I always tie flies with hair or indiarubber bodies, 
and they have lately attracted the attention of two or three professional tyers. 


I have had two queries within the last fortnight from angling houses about this — 


special kind of fly. I have been obliged in each case to say that no description of 
mine could possibly teach another person how to tie them, and I may go further 
and say that no one who does not study nature, and make the copy from a natural 
fly, is ever likely tc succeed in this style of tying; and even if he bea very good 





* By a quotation from Ronald, Mr. Marston himself showed that there was 
‘nothing new’’ in his suggestion. Mr. M. was angling for information, and 
he is not a little pleased to find such fine fish as R. D. Blackmore, H, S, 
Hajl, and W. H. Aldam rise to his fly.—ED, 
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entomologist and clever tyer, he will find the difficulty very great. I got the 
idea from Mr, Aldam’s book, where he employs horsehair to form the bodies 
_ of his May-flies. Mr. Aldam’s first May-fly tied on this principle did wonders 
many years ago on the Derwent. I am quoting from memory, but I believe it 
killed thirteen trout, one of them 24 lb.—a large fish for that water. Subse- 
quently he used to male delicate little duns with hair bodies in the same way, 
and he sent me a couple of patterns some years ago. _ On these I experimented 
at once, and by degrees I hive succeeded in developing a system ot tying which 
I cannot explain on paper, but which produces some of the most killing flies 
Tever use. Their life-like appearance is such as cannot possibly be obtained 
by any material tiedround the hook. Some of the first really good ones I ever 
made were being used at Monsal Dale, on the Derbyshire Wye, and I was much 
amused by an unconscious compliment paid me by the keeper. I showed him 
what I thought was a chefd’euvze in fly-tying in the shape of a very delicate 
olive dun, and asked whether he had ever seen a fly like that—meaning one tied 
in that way. He replied at once, ‘“‘ Why, yes; I’ve seed lots flying about and 
-on the water to-day just like it.’’ 

The trouble I used to take overone of these flies was suchas no professional could 
afford to take, and I myself was mightily sold when a hooked fish would plunge 
into weeds and spoil the gut, to which the fly was tied, before it had been in 
use more than a few minutes—and this, too, with a fly which I had spent half 
anhour over. This is the real origin of the eyed hooks for small flies, In the 
first instance I got them to save the annoyance of losing a choice fly in the way 
above described, and then afterwards they were found to possess other merits, 
and they came into general use; but it was the horsehair bodies which really 
gave rise to the eyed hooks. 

Now, a word about indiarubber. Two years ago I was staying with 
a very skilful fisherman and fly-tyer in Hampshire, and I showed him 
how to make the detached-bodied horsehair duns. He practised all one 
day, and made more than a dozen beauties. The next day we fished 
the Test together, and killed eleven trout, weighing nearly 18 Ib. ; the two best 
fish, 4 Ih. and 2} Ib., were killed by my friend, both on one of these detached- 
bodied ilies ona No.0 hook. Since then he has practised this kind of fly a 
good deal, and Jast year he introduced indiarubber—not boot elastic, which is 
generally too dark and opaque, but light-coloured, yellowish brown stuff from 
a piece of webbing from a pair of braces, but it must not be vulcanised 
rubber. Since then we have taken to cuttimg fine strips from light-coloured 
bottle rubber, and if any amateur will take the trouble he will get a fly which is 
at times absolutely irresistible to arising trout. I send you one for your inspec- 
tion, Mr. Editor, though I think I have sent others like it before; but I must 
really ask other anglers not to write to me for hints and patterns. During the 
last six months I have had many such correspondents, and I have answered all 
and sent patterns whenever requested to do so; but I cannot add to my corre- 
spondence of this kind without neglecting more important duties. Moreover, 
my stock of flies has suffered depletion, and I have no time at present to tie 
more.* 

One reason why I don’t think the flies I have been speaking of are ever 

_ likely to come into general use is this: It is very difficult to dye hair the right 
shade you want, and two hairs in the same dye will come out different colours. 
Then, although there are numbers of tyers who can copy anything in fur, silk, 
and feathers with marvellous accuracy, these same people cannot always pro- 
duce an imitation from a natural insect. and I doubt very much if anyone could 


sit down and tie a dozen olive duns with hair bodies all exactly alike. With one of - 


my own flies before me, I can’t always copy it exactly, though with fur and 
sill it is quite easy todo so, My general practice is to tie the bodies quite 
separately, a dozen or more at a time; then I pick out of these all that can 
fairly be representative of the same fly in slightly different stages, and match 
my wingssnd hackle. Then perhaps the next batch is a darker shade alto- 
gether, and requires darker wing and hackle, and so on. 

IT have very little experience of gut or hair tied on the hook, and would 
always prefer quill, as being capable of neater manipulation ; and, besides, if you 
have to use silk first and then gut over it, the fly will be bulky, and liable, in 
some degree, to the objections urged against silk bodies. The so-called 
‘quill,”’ unfortunately, cannot be got of the right colour for all the pale, 
watery duns, but the fibres of some large birds answer very well. Not long ago 
T obtained some feathers of the golden eagle, condor, and pelican, and as some 
of these are a foot and a half long they supply fibres which, when stripped, 
are superior to anything else in ‘‘quill,’? because the light shades can be dyed. 
I sent some of the condor to two noted Hampshire fishermen, and they were 
vas'ly pleased with it; one of them emphatically pronounced it **jam,’’ and 
the other wrote back by the next post saying it was the best stuff he ever had, 
and expressed a hope that the bird would be conned o'er periodically, and that 
it should be persuaded in future not to moult'em in parvo. Though I am 

myself advising the use of materials very rarely within the reach of the ordinary 
angler, I must say I was much amused at the pattern of blue dun advocated 
by Mackintosh in the ‘‘ Driffield Angler,’ where the necessary materials for 
body alone require access to the skin of a fox, a camel, and a monkey! As 
if such a description was worth anything to a person who did not see the fly. 
Even supposing I had my fox, camel, and monkey handy, it would be abso- 
lately impossible to make a selection and suitable mixture for the fly in ques- 
tion without seeing a pattern. With all due deference tothe writer, I maintain 
that such descriptions are quite worthless—to a practised tyer they must be super- 
fluous, and to a novice quite bewildering. One of the angling books I possess 
is full of such descriptions, and to tie all the 211 flies it gives, one would want 
a very comprehensive menagerie. His description of the watchet is a singular 
contrast to the patterns recently given: ‘Head, magpie; wings, from jack- 
daw; body dubbed with water-rat’s fur.’ Can anything be more vague ? 
_ Lastly, I inclose a few flies and fly-bodies to show how I make them, and 
how uncertain the colours are. Many of these I look upon as failures ; but one 
I commend specially to your notice, viz., “ Body, condor; wings, from coot; 
hackle, ginger.’’ + Not good for-much without the pattern, isit? But I think 
you will agree with me that any fly-tyer who can secure a condor will find it 
better than all the monkeys, camels, and foxes in the world.—I am, &c., 
| Eves HALT 
[This letter from Mr. Hall and his lovely samples excite just such feelings as 
‘when one reads in the ‘* Anglers’ Diary,’”? after a long description of some 
wonderful trout-fishing, that to get permission to fish it is « impossible.’”? Mr. 
Hall’s flies with indiarubber bodies are magnificent. As he suggests, life is 


_ * When patterns are ‘‘sent”? for the convenience of an angler, he should re- 
nember they are only “ lent,’’ and must be returned.— Eb. 

t This pale evening dun is alittle gem, but Mr. Hall falls into the very error 
‘or which he blames Mackintosh—camel’s hair, fox’s fur, and monkey's skin one 
van get in any town in England; but who keeps the feathers of the mighty 
condor of the Andes, and what is the price ?—Ep, 
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too short with busy people to permit one to give the requisite attention to flys 
making to make it answer. Why will not some professional rise equal to the 
occasion? Mr, Aldam has kindly sent us some samples of his May flies, with 
horsehair bodies, and other matters we hope to refer to next week.—ED, ] 





EXHIBITORS AND THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 

Srr,—May we be permitted, through the medium of your paper, to draw 
the attention of the committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition to the 
inconvenience that is caused to intending exhibitors by the delay in announcing 
the various spaces apportioned to them ? To those like ourselves who intend 
to provide glass show-cases for the exhibition, it is quite impossible to make 
any arrangements until they know the exact space they may occupy. There are 
now but two months intervening before the opening of the exhibition, and 
unless the allotments are speedily made, it will not be possible to make special 
cases to be ready in the time, which will cause exhibitors to adopt one or other 
alternative, either to purchase ready-made the nearest cases they can get to fit 
their space, or to run the risk of being not ready on the opening day, and 
finishing their stands afterwards as they are able—both very unsatisfactory. 

We think, undoubtedly, the inconvenience caused to the trade has not been 
known, or the matter would not have been left so long, and, probably, the 
publishing of this letter may draw attention to our small grievance and bring 
its remedy, Apologising for trespassing on your space—We are, &c., 

308, High Holborn, Feb, 28. W. WATSON AnD Sons. 





A CORRECTION. 

Sir,—I was very glad to see in your last issue a letter from Mr. J. Larke, 
the secretary to the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, in which he stated 
that a man on a wherry, who was supposed to have illegal nets in his possession, 
was fined £5 and about £2 10s, costs, and that the £5 fine was paid to the 
Lure Preservation Society. This is a slight error on the part of Mr. Larke. 
The £§ was paid to the Yare and mot to the Bure Preservation Society. I wish 
it had been as Mr, Larke stated, as we are much in need of funds.—] am, &c., 

H. R. Harmer, 
Hon. sec. Bure Preservation Society, Great Yarmouth. 





THE YORKSHIRE SWALE. 

Str,—I see your correspondent from Hawes makes inquiries respecting gray- 
ling in the Swale. 

I lived at Richmond (Yorks.) during 1864 and 1865, and spent the greater 
part of my time, during the season, on the river, in company with a Mr. Wood= 
hams and some of his sons, who were quite as devoted to angling as 
myself. 

"i that time the river below Richmond was well stocked with trout and 
grayling ; chub (locally, chevin) and barbel were also abundant, but above the 
fall at Richmond I never caught znything but trout, or heard of any one else 
doing so. 

When the hush from the mines came down fishing was impossible, as the fish 
would not feed (either top or bottom) from the poliuted state of the water; but 
I never remember seeing any fish destroyed by it. 

There were some paper-mills on the river, and when they turned their refuse 
out Ihave seen scale fish by hundreds swimming in rapid circles on the top of 
the water as if they were drunk, though I never saw either trout or grayling 
affected by it. 

Times may have changed the river and its surroundings, but these are my 
recollections of it.—I am, &c., BW. 5. 

Ashton-under-Lyrte, Feb. 24. 





GRAYLING IN THE SWALE AND EFFECT OF “HUSH” 
ON THEM. 

Str,—Seeing a question in the FisHinc GAZETTE as to whether there are 
any grayling iu the Swale, there are some in the Swale below Richmond and 
downwards ; and, since the paper-mills are stopped, they are improving. I have 
caught them up to#]b. When the ‘‘hush”’ is in the water they won’t rise— 
they seem fuddled, and all other fish the same. There are some good trout in the 
water also, and the coarse fish are disappearing, and grayling and trout are 
increasing.—I am, &c., Ae Bs 

Feb. 26, es 

eee ee Ue ek 


POACHED GRAYLING FROM THE DOVE SOLD IN 
LONDON. 

S1R,—The enclosed cutting from the Referee is, I think, worthy of publica- 
tion in the GAZETTE. It is a skit upon the state we shall come to if the Fish 
Culture Association or others do not interfere. 

I have also to inform you that, on Thursday, February 15, I had occasion to 
lunch ina restaurant not 100 miles from your residence. On the bill of fare I saw, 
to my intense surprise, ‘Grilled Grayling, rod.’ TI called the manager, and ~ 
inquired if they really were grayling. Hesaid, ‘‘Yes; as an angler, I know 
them well.’? I naturally asked, ‘* Where did you get them ? and how were 
they taken??? ‘I got them at our fishmonger’s, at Billingsgate; and they 
were taken in the Dove.’’? ‘* What size are they?”’ said I. ‘*Oh,’’ says he, 
“not bigger than the blade of that kuife,’’—pointing to a medium-sized ordi. 
nary dinner-knife, about 5 inches long! TI expressed my mind pretty strongly, 
saying that the grayling were caught by net, were undersized—(a fish of such 
size is about 3 ounces at most), and that both buyer, seller, and poacher ought 
to be punished. 

Where, Mr, Editor, in the Dove could such a take be made ? 

I trust the readers of the GAZETTE in Derbyshire will take this to heart, and 
that a good outlook for the offenders be kept.—I am, &c., Wee WB 

[This well-authenticated fact fully bears out the statement we made last 
year, to the effect that the Dove, in Dove Dale, suffers from the visits of 
poachers, chiefly from Derby. Trout and grayling fetch such high prices, the 
absence of night or day watchers, and the ease with which many of the long 
pools can be netted, leave no room for doubt on the matter. Net leads, and 
broken corks, marks on the sandy places where the net has been drawn in, are 
all occasionally to be met with in Dove Dale. If it were not for the fact that 
there are some places which cannot be netted, the river would soon be depleted. 
We should like to see a 1s. tax levied on all who angle in the Dale, for the 
purpose of defraying the cost of staking all the smooth pools and similar places. 
The effect would be magical in increasing the stock,—ED. ] 
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VENITE, EXULTEMUS. 

Srr,—Allhail, Mr. Editor! A happynew trouting season toyou, and all other good 
brothers of the angle. I was beginning to think the fishes would be all drowned 
by so many floods, but the patience ofa fisherman must not get into the * Slough 
of Despond,*? Iam going to ask you to allow me to teli you a little secret, 
which you can either keep or divulge at pleasure, and by way of preliminary, [ 
will head it, ‘* Trout v. Bullhead.” Before I proceed further I should like to 
state, that for thirty long years or more, I have most assidu msly whipped our 
own little country river until I know almost every pebble in its bed, my 
experiences leading me little beyond. I was beginning to think I should never 
become a scholar, and thought of the poet's lines— 

‘* My bust is in the quarry yet, 
Oblivion weaves my coronet.’ 3 

But all of a sudden a light burst forth; a friend sent me acopv of the Frs HING 
Gazerre, Why Sir! I find I have been in the dark upon all fishing matter unvil 
now ; but thanks to my friend, the°Gazurrs finds its way quite regularly into 
my savctum—long life to it! and if I meet with any otherignoramus I will help 
him out of the ‘‘ Slough of Despond’”? too. D» you know, Sir, that in this short 
time, I can make a flight of Ward's celebrated trvut tackle that will bear good 
comparison with the diagrams set forth so ably by ‘‘Ariel,’’ can pickle minnows 
(L was going to say herrings), through all the different s-ages set forth by your 
learned correspondents. My lines have undergone a thorough system of water- 
proofing, and at the time [ set out on my first trouting expedition, I felt all 
the pleasure and pride of Sir Isaac himself, 

The 16th inst. hove in, bright, sunny, and beautiful. It was afternoon. 
Tn catching a store of nice bright (but small) minnows partly for experimenting, 
partly for bait I landed a large miller’s thumb, commonly called *‘bull-head,’’ 
and knowing that below the mill, in deep water, Jack holds his own, I deter- 
mined to introduce the gentleman in black. So having encircled him with his 
coat of mail—to wit, Ward's pattern on gimp, but much larger, my first cast 
was made round an elbow, where the stream resolves itself into deep water. In 
a moment came the dash that was unmistakable. The usual three minutes were 
allowed (which passed s'owly) duing which time’ my quarry lay quietly 
gorging. 1 struck, and not being afraid of my new paraphernalia, gave no time 
for him to reflect on his misfortunes. Flap on the bank, to my great surprise, a 
trout weighing two pounds and measuring fifteen-and-three-quarter inches, 
Now, Sir, this is not the first time I have taken trout containing the self-same 
article of diet, so that I can strongly recommend the miller’s thumb to any 
brother who would care to give it a trial They are easily procured in most small 
tributaries to rivers, lying beneath weeds, stones, &c., and may be taken by the 
landing-net. I may add, I tried the real minnow the same day, but could not 
stir a fish. Oh that had had a good stock of bu'l-heads, I believe that I should 
have been catching trout until now. 

Just a word; Sir, on fly-fishing spinning. Permit me to say that I took the 
utmost interest in the articles so admirably dealt with by ‘‘ Ariel’’ illustrative of 
John Ward’s particular style, and m re especially as I myself was privileged to 
receive a lesson or two from that most skilful performer last season. and am now 
becoming a pretty good hand. That being so,I can quite endorse all that ‘‘Ariel’’ 
said upon its great killing propertics. The subject having quietly settled down, 
so far as your columns are concerned, [ trust that gentlemen, having availed 
themselves of your exhaustive information, will, as the time comes round tell 
us something of the marvellous achievements made by Mr. Ward’s trout killer, 
aided and accelerated by thevacious methods laid downby yourself, ‘‘Ariel,”’ the 
Doctor, and other learned brothers cn newly waterproofed lines and minnows 
pickted to perfection. 

It has occurred to me, Sir, and I brave your displeisure by meationing it, 
thatas Mr.Ward's pretty tackle having, through the admirable handling of ‘ Ariel,” 
gone far to promote much useful information through the medium of yourcclumns, 
it would te nothing less than a pleasing duty to offer to him and to “ Ariel’’ 
the best thanks of the brotherhood for having, with all that frankness which 
becomes a true fisherman, given us the benefit of his invention. 

The blue dun being now the subject of muchcomment in your columns, may 
I state that I took nine very pretty fish the other day wish the self-same fly ; 
when they would not even loo’ at any other kind; and any of your readers that 
will try the pattern of Foster of Ashbourne, will not be disappointed. Apolo- 
gising for having trespassed so freely on your space,—I am, &c. 

F, S. Perkin. 

Slowe Cottage, Staffurd, February 28th. 





FLY-DRESSING.—THE IRON BLUE, &c. 

Sir,—I have not seen the FISHING GAZETTE very often for some months 
past, but I notice ‘‘ 18. A'’s’’ communication in your issue of the 17th inst , 
respecting the dressing of the iron blue. 

I should be glad to see these matters ventilated more than they are in the 
GaAzrTTE. I fancy more useful info:mation would be gained through such 
means than fr m the majority of bocks on the subject, which, in my opinion, 
are about as misty end unreliable as the flies to be obtained in most tackle- 
shops. I have often seen the so-ca'led iron blue in anglers’ books —novices, of 
course ; but I never had any need to ask where they came from—the stamp of 
the sh:p was on them. I hive seen dozens of such-like in the windows of 
fishing-tackle shops, but— 

‘© Oh, Willie, I wad na’ ha* known ye 

Jn sic an aw!u’ guise,”’ 
had it not been proclaimed in black and white. Gracious! suppose you take 
one of those precious imitations and give it a trial, or, rather, to escape certain 
disappointment, compare is with the beautiful little insect floating down there 
before you. If you do not immediately jump in and drown yourself, the reasen, 
I suppose, will be that you have relieved your mind by anathematising the 
maker. 

But it may be thought from this that I condemn all fly-dealers alike Well, 
I would qualify my observations by saying that I have seen some » little better 
than others, but that little not much 10 brag of; and, having ssid this as the 
extent of my apology, I will proceed with the purport «f my letter relative to 
the dressing of the iron blue, referred to by your correspondent. 

Many years ago, I once heard an old angler—by profession an artist, and 
consequently a judge of colour—say that, if this fly could be dressed to kill one 
out of twenty seen to ise, a pannier might soon be fil'ed—and they were truth- 
ful words. I do not know ot any fly trout are more fond of that has tantalised 
the anglerso much st some time of hislife. I have known when it was thought 
the proper thing to dress it in as unlikely a way as in the quotation given by 
*R, A.’’ from ‘* The Complete Angler.’’ Iused purple siuk and mole’s fur 
in my younger days, but I didn’t fill my pannier; there wants. something more 
than purple, as understood by that colour-—a pervading tint of some other 
cclour, as expressed by your correspondent, and I have no hesitation in saying, 
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that whatever success he may have had was due to the mauve tint he mentions. | 


His materials in dressing slightly differ from mine, which I give: — 

Body: A small quantity of water-rat’s fur, teased between fingers and thumb 
as short in fibre as possible, and spun, very sparingly, on violet-coloured silk. 
Legs: The whiteish-yellow tinged fur from the bel'y part of water-rat, or, 
failing that, a very small, dirty- yellowish hackle. Wings: Tomtit’s tail. 

“eR, A.’ says: ‘‘ On some waters, where a particular fly appears in large num- 
bers, there is often found a disinclination on the part of trcut to take its imita- 
tion.’? This is very true; and the principal reason, I suspect, the grannam is 
thought so little of by many anglers. In large rivers, where the flights are 
heavy, they are not of much account; but on small rivers or brooks, they are 
A tI. Onsuch waters, I always look to the March brown and grannoam with 
confidence—the latter for preference —dressed with a litt'e of the brown fur 
from a hare’s neck, well teased, and slightly spun on ash-coloured silk up to 


near the shoulder; then with fur from hehind a hare’s ear, black and brown ~ 


points mixed, and two turns of a soft grizzle hen’s hackle. Wings: A strip 
from a broadish feather foun? under woodcock’s wing, and to lay as flat as 
possible. This fly, despised as it is by many, will beat anything morning and 
evening in its season. I prefer the March brown as ahickle fly in small 
waters. 

I should like to ask a question about the blue upright mentioned by **R.A”’ 
Ts it intended for either of the flies I know as the ‘‘large spring dun’’ and 
‘«small spring dun’?? I have seen what I am told is the blue upright— 
dressed wi-h wings from the starling; but if it is meant to represent either of 
the flies I have mentioned, I think there is no feather to my knowledge that 
can compare with the wing feather cf a young grouse, taken before it quits the 
nest. The quill feathers and the small feathers under the wing are a delicate 
blue dun, admirably adapted for this and other flies. After the bird leaves the 
nest the feathers soon change to a uscless colour, and therefore should be taken 
at the proper time. —I am, &c., A eet a 

Southport. 2 

[There is a gocd deal of truth in what ‘‘J. T. H.’’ saysab utshop flies, and 
the reason is that many fishing-tackle makers are not fly-makers at all, and 
buy their goods frem some wholesale house in Rirmingham or Redditch. 
Now, there are wholesale makers who turn out all qua'ities—good, bad, and 
beastly, and the latter, being cheapest, predominate. But we know several 
fishing-tackle makers who make splendid flies—better than nine-tenths of the 
amateur work in this line.—ED ] 


A SUGGESTION FOR FLY MAKERS. 

Srr,—I am much obliged for y,ur suggestion of gut bodies, which I most 
certainly shall give a trial. 

You allude to the fugi ive character of coloured silk. If the silk is fast-dyed 
it will stand boiling water: ordinary sik sold is not fast-dyed. I have often 
wondered why practical fly dressers have never satisfied themselves on this point. 
—lIam, &c. 

CASSANDRA, 





WHAT, IF ANY, FRESH-WATER FISH ARE CARNIVOROUS. 

Srr,—Can you, please, answer for me the above question? For many days 
last week, and again on the 25th, much to the disappointment of crowds of 
an -lers, the waters of the Lea at Rye House, were ineffectually drayged and 
lowered in searching for the body of an almost naked sixweeks old child, thrown 
into the water by a frenzied, unmarried mother. Should [ be correct in my 
theory, that the body, if not eventually found, has been consumed by fish ?—I 


am, &c, 
Cc. W. 
[Of course many fish are cirnivorous ; pike, perch, trout, salmon, eels, &c., 


and as we eat them, why should not they eat us ?—Ep.] 





A FISHERMEN’S BENEFIT SOCIETY. ve 
S:R,—I have read with great interest the correspondence in your valuable 
paper, from various gentlemen, in reference to the very unfortunate condition 
in which the Thames fishermen are now placed, through weather reasons, over 
which they have no control. And, from what comes to my personal know- 
ledge in this district, I can testify that there could not possibly be a better time 
to help them, even if only a trifle, in their time of great need. There has 
actually been nothing taken since the Jatter end of October, a period of over 
three months ; and how the men have managed io exist isto mea marvel, 
without in any way intruding their wants before the fishing world. 


Your correspondent, Mr. James Startin, suggests certain views, which wou'd — 


be of extreme value if carried out ; but they mean time, and ‘ whilst the corn 
is growing the steed is starving,’ and a little help given discriminately at th s 
time would be the means of at least putting s»mething in the cupboard until 
such time as the waters recede, which, in my opinion, will not be un/il after the 
cluse of the season. 

I feel confident that, should such a benevolent society be started, the fisher- 
men, to a man, would subscribe willingly during the summer months, and there 
is no reason why sucha society should not be started at an ear y opportunity, 
if there are gentlemen willing to serve on the committee. 

Wishing the project every success —I am, &c., Henry E, Woop. 

Walton on-Thames. 


HOW TO GET PIKE AND CARP OUI OF A POND. 

S1r,—Can any of your correspondents suggest a method for taking pike and 
carp out of a pond, which is partly overgrown with lilies, and where the fish 
stubbornly refuse to take any bait offered them ? 

I know there are very large fish in the pond, having seen them lying on the 
surface in the summer, The pond is absut three acres in extent. 

I should be much obliged for any information, cr rather, hints.—I am, &c , 

WwW, Avs 

[This is a difficult question, Evidently ‘‘ W. A. K.’’ cannot run the water 
off, or he would adopt that best and simplest plan ; in fact, it is the only plan 
by which you can be sure of getting all the fish out. If expense is not mate- 
rial, the weeds can be cut and the pord netted. It is impossible to keep fish 
out of a pond entirely, if there are other fish-ponds in the neighbourhood even 
if miles apart and not connected in any way. Waterfowl dabbling and feeding 
on the spawn in one pond are flushed and fly off to another pord. Fertilised 
spawn sticks to their beaks and legs, and gets washed off in the other pond ; 
in a year or two’s time the proprietor of the place can’t for the life of him— 
imagine how the fish got there.—Eb.] 
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APPEARANCE OF TROUT EGGS. 

S1r,—I am afraid ‘*S, A. L. M. O.’’ will be disappointed in kis Feroa ova. 
They have been laid down 100 days—from November 13 to February 21—and 
‘if the eyes do not now show very distinctly, they never will. 
| The description of the appearance of the eggs—‘‘a fine transparent pink, 

with the germ in the centre’’—at this date, makes things look very queer, in 
my opinion. 

| In water of such low temperature, the “ eyes” should have shown in sixty 
days; and if the fish isn >t very distinctly visible now, ““S. A. L M. O.’’ need 
“not expect any to hatch this side of March 1, 1884—by which I mean that he 
| will have to try again next season. To make up for his disappointment, 1 will, 
with much pleasure, send him a little present of Ferox fry, if he will forward 
his address to me.—I am, &c., T. ANDREWS. 
_ Guildford. 





he A NOTE FOR HERR WEEGER. 
'#{Srr,—In the prescription for making the solutien for. preserving small fish, 
Mr. Emil Weeger has 60 grammes of potash. Now, there are various pre- 
parations of potash. Jf Mr. E. W. will be kind enough to state which pre. 
parati nis to be used, it will make the matter more clear.—I am, &c., 
2, Marathon Terrace, Douglas, JouHN REYNOLDs. 
Isle of Man, Feb. 26. 





: CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 





By L. B 


GxEAT indignation is felt on all sides at the River Thames Conser- 
/ vancy by-laws, as by law required, recently advertised in the Z'zies 
and other papers. 

All the distinct promises which we understood from our leaders had 
' been made in consequence of the anglers’ energetic representations 
.are broken, all the much-needed reforms neglected, all the objection- 
-able regulations strengthening the hands of wealthy riparians 
retained, and several new—and to the angler@’ interests fatal—clauses 
inserted. Parodyiog the bard of Avon, one might truly say, ‘‘ Un- 
‘happy are those poor men (fisheries societies and others) who put 
_ their trust in Conservators’ favours.’? However, we must make up for 

lost time by increased energy. Lead on, ye Spreckleys, Geens, 
Clenchs, and others ; we follow you! Now is the time for the anglers 
to stand united, shoulder to shoulder, and get up such an agitation as 
will bring home in an unmistakable manner to this Board of Con- 
‘servancy the too-long-forgotten fact that they are a body of public 
| servants, with grave responsibilities devolving upon them. I don’t 
believe now—and never did—that meek petitions to the Thames 
Conservators, though coming from ever such numbers or influential 
bodies, will result in anything but fair promises readily made and 
equally readily broken. This isacasein point. We bave been lulled 
into a sense of delicious security by the Conservancy, and relying 
upon di-tinct promises made to our representatives, we have Jaid 
the flattering ucction to our souls that all we asked was granted, and 
now are rudely awakened to find that much valuable time for orga- 
_nising efficient legal and Parliamentary opposition has been lost. 
Oue thing is quite clear: the very existence of the Thames as a free 
river and a valuable fishery is seriously threatened, and if through 
supineness or half-hearted measures these proposed by-laws are 
allowed to become Jaw, there is no doubt the Thames, as a free river 
from an angling point of view, will have ceased to exist. A vast 
amount of labour, incessant watching, extending over many years, to 
say nothing of money, will have been Javished in vain, and the very 
Thames River Preservation Societies will have lost their very razson 
@ etre. 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee will take place at the Bald-Faced Stag Tavern, Worship 
Square, Finsbury, on Monday evening, March 5, Mr. Samuel Morgan 
in the chair, when several matters of considerable imp vrtance will be 
brought forward and discussed. ; ; 

The usual monthly meeting of the Working Committee of the 
West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies 
will take place at the Portman Arms Tavern, Great Quebec Street, 
| Baker Street, on Friday evening, March 2. 

From ali sides come good news of the state of the rivers, and hopes 


. 
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that we may yet have a good wind-up to a quite too utterly bad 
season. 

Re Prize-fisbing and Privilege Tickets.—I have carefully read, and 
re-read, “‘W. B.’s’’ letter, and weighed it in a most impartial 
spirit; but I utterly fail to see that it proves anything. Twomembers 
ofa London club did a dishonourable thing, and a non-member 
(‘‘ W. B.’s”’ informer) looked on, and by his silence practically made 
himself a party in the transaction. No doubt such things do occa- 
sionally take place, and will continue to take place, in a body like the 
London club anglers, numbering several thousands, The “ Trent 
Otter’ speaks of several men (thee, I think) in Nottingham alone 
who make a trade of selling fish to club anglers to be weighed in at 
their societies ; and now ‘‘ W. B.” tells us that in a district within 
30 miles of London, recently opened up to the London anglers by the 
granting of cheap tickets, a distinct impetus has been given 
to local fishing and poaching, because club anglers who fish to weigh 
in can, someofthem, be depended upon to purchase the catch on 
Saturday or Sunday. It will at once be apparent that such whole- 
sale and sweeping accusations should never be made unless they can 
be substantiated in the amplest manner; they must include in the 
two cases several hundred anglers at present passing as honourable 
men and implicitly trusted. Why don’t our friends who oppose prize- 
fishing tackle the principle of the thing ? Let them prove, forinstance, 
what there is contrary to the best interests ofthe sport in Tom, Bill, 
and Farry, of the Undaunted Tidlers, honourably competing to win a 
coppet kettle, a flute, a fishing-rod, or what not, presented for the 
purpose by Jack or Bob? If they can succeed in doing this they 
will have dealt prize-fishing a death blow, which they will never 
succeed in doing by bringing forward instances of abuse, some of 
which are not correct—vde ‘‘ J. R. P.’s ” letter—and others are so 
vague as to require a lot of investigation. k 

‘The annual supper of the Good Intent Angling Socety took place at 
the club house, Crown Inn, Church Street, Shoreditch, on Tuesday 
evening, February 27, nearly a hundred members and visitors sitting 
to do justice to the capital repast provided by the worthy hos‘ess, 
Mrs. Roberts. The chair was occupied by Mr. H.J. Tibbatts, of whom 
I said, on a similar occasion last year, that asa chairrnan be was 
second to none, an opinion which I last Tuesday saw no occasion to 
alter. Mr. G. Groom was an efficient vis-a-vis, and really worked 
hard at his end ofthe room. Among the guests were Messrs. Geen, 
Ghurney, Morgan, Crumplen, Field, Bonvoisin, &c. 

Among the toasts proposed by the chairman in a few brief, suitable 
words, were ‘Success to the Good Intent Angling Society,” drink, 
needless to say, in a most hearty manner, and responded to by 
Mr. R. Murphy, in that thorough style he brings to bear on all he 
says or does. The Angling Association of London, viz, the 
Anglers’ Benevolent, the United London Anglers’ Central Committee, 
and the West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling 
Societies, were each duly responded to by Messrs. Ghurney, Morgan, 
In responding to the toast of ‘‘ The 
Visitors,’” Messrs. Geen and Crumplen made some capital remarks-— 
the former about the necessity for increased unity of action among the 
London anglers, and of the proposed Conservancy by-laws ; the latter 
about the Great International Fisheries Exhibition, and the conces- 
sions granted to the London Anglers. ‘‘The Delegaes to the 
West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling 
Societies,’ Messrs, Murphy and Beckett, duly responded to by those 
gentlemen; ‘‘The Press”? (FISHING GAZETTE), coupled with the 
name of. the writer of these notes; ‘‘ The Hostess, Mrs. Roberts, and 
Family ” ; ‘‘ The Chaicman ” and ‘‘ The Vice-Chairman ” were each 
in turn received with ringing cheers. During the evening some capital 
prizes were promised for competition, and a s lendid portrait in oil, 
given by Mr. Wright, was handed to the fortunate winner, Mr. Jack 
Bell, and duly acknowledged. At this part of the evening I was com- 
pelled to leave to catch a last train home, but I understood from the 
chairman that harmony proper was about to conimence, and I have 
no doubt it was, and unflaggingly kept up till the too-soon-arrived-at 
limit of the special extension. 

|We quite agree with ‘‘L. B.’s” remarks, both as regards the 
Thames Conservancy and the grave mistake advocates of any cause 
make by bringing forward terrible charges which cannot be substan- 
tiated. We do not, and never have, agreed with the principle of 
prize fishing, but nothing can be done when opponents of the system 
play right into the other side’s hands.—Ep !] 








- AMERICAN ORGANS 

. FOR THE 

‘CHURCH, CHAPEL SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
: OR HOME. 


J. COWLEY AND CO’S 


FAMOUS ORGANS are Superior to alt Others. 


Srectat— One and Two Manual Pedal Organs. Illustrated 
List, with latest Press opnions, post free, 












European Office: 21. PRINCH’S DOCK ST.. HULL. 
The | 9:0 DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
Granq | SARSAPARILLA. 


In Bottles of all Chemists, 


Spring | At 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d, 7s. 6d., & 11s, 


Derot— 


edicine. |131, FLEET STREET, E.C. 





July 16, 186}, 


Chemists. 


(eccens, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
Pagoats and NEURALGIA, 


D* J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few deses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, beaiing the woids “ Dr. 
Collis B owne’s Chlorodyne.” 
Vice-Chan:ellor Sir W. Page Wood, The Times, 
Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle, 


From W. C. Witkinsoy, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“T consider it invaluable in phthsis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.’’ 


Sold in bottler, rs. r4d., 2s. od., and 4s. 6d., by all 


" Sole Manufacturer, J. T. LAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Ressell Street, W,C, 





ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s, to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s. to 15s. ; Goldfioches, Hull- 
inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 
4s. and 5s. each; tame Kabbits, 1s., rs. 6d., 2s., 2s. 6d. each, 
—J. E. Tuirkerris, Naturalist, Grapes Hiil, Norwich, 
Established 186% 


ISHING WANTED, within four or five 
hours’ rail from Liverpool.—Wanted, good 

Trcut or Salmen Fishing, without house or shooting ; 
or advertiser would be glad to meet with anyone 
taking a Shooting and Fishing, and desiring to Sub- 
let the Fishing, or a share. Address—‘‘P. 76,"’ 
care of C. Birchall, Advertising Agency, Liverpool. 





See decision of L 





BELGIAN PIGEONS. 

HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresk 
imported, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 
12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, ris. od. ; strong Belgian 
Blues, 11s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, 
14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 
colour, 15s. per dozen. Packages returnabie 
P.O.0.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 

ington, Hull. ; 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously and Skilfully Administered. 


Dear 51r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives.—Yours truly, Jno. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr, H, S. Park, 


suffering acutely for weeks from this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Frevx, THompson, auctioneer. 
H. 8. PARK’S MAGNETIO CURATIVE APPLIANCES. , 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD) BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of _ 


MAGNELISM., 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Juna, 1832, 


H. S. PARE’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Deak Sir,—I beg to assure you that I received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHEUMATISM. 


St, Ahn’s Place, Manchester, 
I had been 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan. 20, 1880, 


Dear Sir,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne.ic Appliances.—Yours very truly, J. MANcuEsTER, 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


H.8,. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘‘ Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthma, Bron- 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength—H. S. PARK, 60A, Market Street, Manchester. 


HOTELS, INNS. RINGWOOD FISHERY. S. BIGG, — 


ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHINt; IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS,—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ley, or o'Ler rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shiré, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known , through the 
medium of the 








Craven Herald 
: published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


‘¢ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.’’— 
Angler’s Diary. 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 

‘¢ The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. , 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 

mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 


Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successor to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Maker, 
Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland, 


P.S.—24 ditferent pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad, Guaranteed to kill on any river or lake, if 
suited to size of water, One trial of these flies s licited. 
fend for three thunder and lizhtning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep flies. 


SALMON FISHING. 


Good Salmon and Trout-Fishing to be Let on the Goula 

River, with Osen House, beautifully situated on the head of 
Dalsfjord, co itaining drawing-room. parlour, and four bed- 
rooms (furnished), with two dressing-rooms, cook’s apart- 
ment, a Jarge kitchen and two store-rooms (furnished and 
supplied with all necessary utensils), Suited for immediate 
occupation, A spacious servants’ apartment (unfurnished), 
underground storeroom and cellar, use of plate, hcuse 
inen, and jour suitable fishing boats allowed. Osen House 
s twelve hours by steamer from Bergen, calling twice 
weekly from and to Bergen; within two English miles of 
House, 











Bridge Street, 





For terms apply to 
H, T. POTTS, Runnymede, Ballinasloe, Ireland. 

















SALMON!! SALMON!!! 


SEVEN MILES ON THE AVON. 


Daily Tickets, Five Shillings. Fishing Tickets are issued 
only from the Wnuitzt Harr Horen upcen personal 
application only, First-class accommodation for Families, 
Private, Dining and Breakfast rooms, Address— 


Tuk MANAGER, 
“WHITE HART HOTEL, RINGWOOD, HANTS. 


SALMON ! 








N.B.—No Tickets are issued at or to any other Hotel for 
these waters, the right being strictly reserved fur the White 
Hart Hotel. Hurdle, fisherman. 

By Order. JOHN MOURANT, Esq. 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 








FISHING ON THE RIVER LYN. 


About twenty miles of the BEST TROUT, SALMON, 
and PLEL FISHING in the North of Devon; commencing 
by the sea on the East Lyn, taking inthe BRENDON and 
BADGWORTHY Streams. Fishing commenced on the 
tst of March. 





All Particulars can be obtained by application to 


MR. BEVAN, 
LYNDALE HOTEL, LYNMOUTH. 
The Sole Lessee! 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Sweet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—Open 12 0 noon, 
Close at 11.30, PROGRAMME for THIS DAY: 


Mornine. 

2.30 Krao, the Missing Link. 

3.15 OrchestralSelection. : 

3.30 Grand Variety Entertainment. including Conrades, 
(Champion Acrobats), Serena (Contortionist), Mdlle. 
Nicolo, Ollive and Gerrardes, American Fantoccini, Mons, 
Bushnell and Ketty Thomas, Edgeio, Niao, (Amazon 
Queen), &c. 


5.0 
5.20 
5.30 
6.0 

7459 
8.15 
8,30 
9-20 
9.30 











EVENING, 

The Silbon Troupe. 
Krao (special). 
The Beckwith Family. 
Organ Recital. 
Krao’s Reception, 
Orchestra! Selection. 
Variety Show. 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. 
The Beckwith Family. 
9.45 Continued Variety Show. 
10.45 The Silbon Troupe, 

Admission ONE SHILLING. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 
Scuchern Minnesota, Ame-ica, -Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, FisH1ne GAzerts, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C, ; 


JANTED.—TROUT FISHING in 

any part of Norfolk, Suffolk, or Essex, or 

in any other county within thirty miles of London. 

Apply to Mrs. BROCAS, 4, Mill Street, Hanover 
Square, W. 


MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 4os. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various). Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWs, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 

















Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 


27, RUSSELL STREET, 


COVENT GARDEN, 
Next door to the Albion Hotel. 


N 





SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. 





Rods Repaired on the Premises. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c. 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 25; 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 





OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 
FISHING. 


‘“‘ Trout-fisbing has deserved, and has found, many enthu-~ 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry ot 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North. But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News. 

“Tt is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most yaluable, and in additicn it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods cf fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It ig 
thoroughly worth a shilling.’—Fisuinc Gazerrs. ; 

‘“‘ The design of this handy book is to give anglers an in- 
Sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing, [he instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal. 

“The manuai, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. : 

“«The author is a trout-Ssher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
complete one in every respect, and he who aims at anythin; 
like an intimate acquaintance with. the wily trout He 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, 
Ford’s valuable treatise.”’—Louth Advertiser. \ 

‘¢ The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard 
words, and furnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.’’—Exeter Flying Post. 

‘‘ Invaluable in trout-angling.’’—Bell’s Life, 

* Mr, Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are given 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties, Fishing 
with both the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areall touched upon, and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman. ‘he work also contains an elaborate 
list of flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”—Land and Water. 

“ This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal inasmalispace. We find a list of 130 trout-— 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal — 
of entomological information highly important to the trout= 
fisher.’’— Yorkshire Gazette, ‘—? 

‘* The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 
thusiastic trout-fisher. In addition toa ist of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressiag | 
them, Mr, Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months. A large proportion of the flies are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.”’—radford Observer, | 

‘© Anglers will find this an enthu‘iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent. For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout - fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- — 
perience for the benefit of others, ‘Lhe directions are clear 
and explicit, and wiil be found of the greatest service.”— 
Daily Chronicle, 
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BIBLIOTHECA PISCATORIA.* 
IMPORTANT TO ALL ANGLERS. 


WE congratulate the angling world and Messrs. Westwood 
and Satchell on the publication of this work, which might 
most appropriately have on its title-page that motto placed by 
Cotton over his fishing house on the Dove, ‘ PiscAToRIBUS 
SACRUM.” : 

From the notices of its progress, and the queries in connection 
with it, which we have published from time to time, our readers 
will doubtless have looked for its appearance as anxiously as we 
have done; nor will they fail to join us in thanking heartily those 
who have laboured so earnestly and successfully in its production. 
The following extract from the preface will give some idea of 
the completeness of this work, the great amount of research 
which has been bestowed upon it, and the vast domain of litera- 
ture relating to fish and fishing, of which it is the key :— 

“There are three thousand one hundred and fifty-eight editions 
and reprints of two thousand one hundred and forty-eight distinct 
works here registered. The titles and dates of two thousand four 
hundred and sixty-five are given from a personal examination of the 
books, of which the Denison collection yielded 1685, the British 
Museum 482, and other London collections 348. We have accepted 
104 on the authority of various friends possessing or having access 
to the works described, and have taken 187, principally of Greek and 
Roman writers, without examination from the Museum catalogue.” 


It will thus be seen that, simply as a catalogue, this work is 
invaluable; but, in addition to this chief feature, it receives a 
distinct and high literary value from the wealth of bibliographical 
notes scattered through its pages, and its appendix of citations 
touching angling and fishing from old English authors. Open it 
where you will, in addition to the particulars of title, size, date, 
and publication of a work, if at all a valuable one, you will find 
some note or description of its history, or its author, or of some 
fact lending it interest. 
also a work to read,—and we might almost say, in this latter 
characteristic lies its chief attraction for us. Here is anexample, 
taken at random, which will show the plan of the work and give 
our readers a practical hint as well :— 


** ERASMUS (Desiderius). All the familiar colloquies of Erasmus, of 
Rotterdam, concerning men, manners, and things. Trans- 
lated into English by N. Bailey. London. 1725. 8vo. 
In the colloquy, entitled ‘ Venatio,’ a company of school- 
boys go abroad into the fields, and one, named Laurence, pro- 
poses fishing; but having no worms, Bartholus objects the 
want of them, tiil Laurence tells him how he may get some. 

“ Tau.: I should like to go a-fishing. I have a neat hook.— 
Barth.: But where will you get bait >—Zaz.: There are earth-worms 
everywhere to be had.—Zar?h.: So there are, if they would but 
creep out of the ground to you.—Zawz,: I will make a great many 
thousands jump out presently.—Zarth.: How? By witchcraft P— 
Zau.: You shall see the art. Fill this bucket with water. Break 
those green shells of walnuts to pieces, and put them into it. Wet the 
ground with the water. Now, mind a little. Do you see them 
coming out?—Zarth.: I see a miracle; I believe the armed men 
started out of the earth after this manner, from the serpent’s teeth 
that were sown.”’—P, 87. 


This reminds us of an incident which occurred to us once on a 
trout-fishing and photographing excursion. After developing and 
fixing several negatives, the waste chemicals began to soak 
into the ground under the tent, and worms of all sizes came 
squirming out in all directions. All the same, if we wanted worms 
for angling, we should prefer the prescription of Erasmus to our 
dose of proto-sulphate of iron, cyanide of potassium," &c. 

Here is another interesting extract, from the same page as the 
above :— 

‘““THAMES ANGLERS’ RIGHTS A HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
“« An essay on the right of angling in the river Thames, and in all 
_ other public navigable rivers, in which the public right to angle in all 
_ sith rivers is stated and proved. Reading, Smart (no date), pp. 6r. 
_ 8vo; afterwards issued as a letter to a proprietor of a fishery on the 
river Thames. In which an attempt is made to show in whom the 
right of fishing in public streams now resides. The second edition, 


_ * “Bibliotheca Piscatoria’”?: A Catalogue of Books on Angling, the 
. Fisheries, and Fish Culture, with Bibliographical Notes and an Appendix of 
* Citations touching on angling and fishing, from old English authors. By T. 
Westwood and T. Satchell. London: W. Satchell, 19, Tavistock Street, 
Covent Garden, London. 1883. 8vo and 4to. (Pp. 422.) N.B.—Notes of 
| errors and omissions will be thankfully received by the Editor, Mr. Thomas 
Satchell, Devonshire Hill House, N.W. 


| 


It is not only a work of reference, but 


corrected and enlarged. To which is added an appendix of adjudged 
cases, and other documents. Reading (1787), pp. 57. 8vo.” 

Mr. Crump, legal adviser of our present Thames Rights Defence 
Association, might find this work of value if he has not done so 
already. 

Those who know anything of the literature of angling will be 
well aware that not a few of the thousands of published works of 
its votaries are more interesting from their quaint imbecility than 
their practical value. ‘This inevitable weak point in such an array 
of works on one subject has not escaped the pleasantly-sarcastic 
notice of our editors, and we owe them many bits more droll even 
than the following, from their notice of— 

“THE YOUNG MAN’S COMPANION. London. 1703. 12mo. 

“‘ This may be described as a sandwich of pastime and piety—the 
one following the other as ham follows beef at a picnic, Our readers 
shall taste its flavour.” 


Then we have a long, ridiculous mélange of piscatory piety 
from the work in question, concluding thus :— 

‘“When you have done angling for roche, go and see if a pike 
hath swallowed the roche, the bait, and if you perceive he is nota 
little one, draw him very gently towards you, and when he sees you, 
away he flies; let go, and give him all the line you can, then draw 
him gently again to tire him. When he is weary, you may easily 
draw him to the bank-side and take him. Then will thy mind be 
so stayed with the fear of the Lord, that this verse may not disagree 
with thy thoughts, viz. :— 

‘ Whilst weary anglers in the night do sleep, 
Their fancies on their floats s ill watching keep.’ 
We trust the link of connection between the fear of the Lord and the 
couplet quoted will be clearer to others than it is to ourselves.” 


In such an exhaustive work as this the standard angling classics, 
of course, receive full attention. Particulars of eighty editions 
of Walton’s work are given, ranging from 1653 to 1882, including, 
we notice, the reprint we published in this paper in 1879. We 
hope to refer to them often ; and, in conclusion, most cordially 
recommend this work to the notice of our readers. It does not 
surprise us to hear that the demand for it is very large, both here 
and in America—in fact, the edition is already nearly exhausted ; 
and as the type has, we understand, been distributed, it will soon 
be as difficult to obtain as many of the rare old works it so 
lovingly describes and catalogues. 





FLY-FISHING ON SOME OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHALK STREAMS. 
By HS: FArn. 


Part I, 


“Oh, sir, ’tis not to be questioned but that it is an Art, and an Art worth 
your learning.’””—W ALTON. 
at ee different rivers require different styles of fishing, and 
that the highest art as practised in one locality is often 
almost useless in another, may now be laid down as axioms 
recognised by most anglers of experience. It is quite as much 
so in fly-fishing as in any other branch of the art, but to what 
extent this difference may exist in different streams is often only 
found out by the angler’s bitter experience of empty baskets and 
disappointed hopes when he first visits a new locality. For many 
years my notions of fly-fishing, picked up partly in Wales and 
Scotland, and partly in Derbyshire and other midland counties, 
served me fairly well wherever I went. I could generally pass 
muster among other anglers whom I. met by riverside, and I had 
by degrees come to put great faith in certain patterns, with which 
my book was well stored, and which I fondly believed would kill 
trout in any stream in the kingdom. But I really knew very little 
of scientific fly-fishing, and I first discovered my ignorance in 
the following way :—About eight or nine years ago, the accounts 
in the J%e/d about the fishing in the Itchen and Test attracted my 
attention, and the frequent mention of big fish made me eager 
to try my. luck amongst them, Eventually, I found my way to 
Winchester, and took a ticket on John Hammond’s length. I 
remember well the bitter cold April day when Hammond showed 
me over the water—the ‘‘ Old Barge” stream and mill-pond below 
the town. There wasn’t a fish stirring, the water was as clear as 
crystal, weeds were plainly visible in all directions, and, in the 
absence of any trout that could be seen as we walked along the 
bank, the whole look of the stream was not in the least sug- 
gestive of fly-fishing. The mill-pond looked still less inviting, 
as I turned to Hammond, and asked, ‘‘Are there any trout 
here?” Inever shall forget his look of astonishment, and the 
quaint answer, ‘‘ Trout 2 Why, they are only about a yard apart ; 
they are all over the bottom.” I was sceptical: who would not 
have been so under the circumstances? But what I have since 
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seen there on a summer’s evening has shown me repeatedly how 
much nearer he was to the literal truth than I had any idea 
of. The next day found me flogging away, with an enthu- 
siastic friend, the companion of a former angling trip in Wales. 
At the end of the day our total for the two rods was m/l! The 
next day was no better; we Doth scored a blank, and we began 
to feel that any reputation we had hitherto enjoyed among our 
angling acquaintance was of a most srurious character. We 
were mere duffers, and the situation was humiliating and crushing. 
To make a long story short, after a few days’ experience, we found 
that there were plenty of fish, that they rose very freely at times, 
and that, while we were not possessed of the secret of success, 
other anglers were having good sport by using a dry fly cast with 
great nicety up stream over the rising fish. To watch some of 
the more skilful local anglers, and to chat with them, was our 
only consolation at first, but it was not long before we found our- 
selves fascinated Ly tiie practice of a new and most pleasurable 
style of fishing. On the fifth day, I bagged three brace of 
beauties, besides hooking several others; and from that time I 
have been a thorough convert to the single cry fly system, holding 
it to be the highest and most exciting form of the angler’s art. 
Since then, I have been to Winchester every season, and on every 
visit I have seen some angler going through my original experi- 
ence of baffied hopes and blank days, and I have myself made 
many converts. But elsewhere, and notably in Scotland, I have 
heard anglers scoff at the bare idea of a floating fly, and many a 
time at a Highland inn, in talking over Southern experiences, I 
have heard the most unmistakable scepticism with regard to 
all the peculiarities of our Hampshire tactics. I have even 
heard it stated that we clearly know nothing of fly-fishing, and 
that we want Mr. C , of B——, the winner of numberless 
local competitions, to go down with his cast of six flies to put us 
up to the hidden mysteries of his art. In the belief, therefore, 
that some anglers are still ignorant of the kind of sport usually 
enjoyed in some of the Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Berkshire 
streams, I have been induced to write these notes, and I have 
indulged in this somewhat lengthy preamble in order that my 
design may be made more clear thereby, and.also with a hope 
that the description of my own experiences may encourage others 
to persevere, and not to leave Hampshire in disgust after a couple 
of blank days, as so many disappointed anglers do. 

The streams I have in mind as I now write are the Test, 
Itchen, Kennet, Gloucestershire Colne, the Frome, at Dorchester, 
and some of the tributaries of the Wiitshire Avon. Whether they 
can all be strictly called chalk streams or not I cannot say, but 
they all. possess certain characteristics in common, and I think I 
may safely assert that experience gained by extensive practice on 
either Itchen or Test (I have myself had access to four fisheries 
on each river) will be found useful and indeed sufficient for ail 
these and some other Southern streams. 

One of the first things an angler learns on these waters is that 
the fish are not usually to be caught unless there is some natural fly 
out in considerable numbers. Then the trout come out of the 
weeds, poise themselves just below the surface, and suck down 
the flies greedily. Butif no rising fish are to be seen, it is very little 
use flogging away ‘“‘on spec”’ for chance fish. I am speaking of 
sport in ordinarily good weather; and here let me observe that by 
‘‘good weather” I mean genial, mild weather—for a rough, wild 
day, which would fill a creel in some places, is not the weather for 
sport in Hampshire. Chalk-stream fishing is essentially a fine 
weather sport, and anything I have to say which does not agree 
with this must be looked upon as quite exceptional, and not the 
usual run of things. 

Suppose the angler finds himself by a choice portion of the Test 
some balmy April morning. If there are no fish on the move, 
as I have said above, it is as well to exercise a little patience ; but if 
the fish are rising, he sets to work at once. A glance tells him 
that the olive dun is on, and he puts up his favourite pattern on 
a cast, the last yard of which should be of moderately fine gut. 
Later on in the season he will want it as fine as he can get it. 
He selects his fish, gets behind him, and prepares for a cast up 
stream. Ifheis an old hand at this style of fishing he will prob- 
ably spot the best fish by the rise, and perhaps go for him with- 
out delay. If he is a beginner, and less ambitious, it will be wise 
to choose a moderately easy cast. Then, taking two or three 
false casts in the air to judge the exact distance, the fly is thrown 
with the intention of making it alight gently a foot or two above 
the rising fish and exactly in his line, for a well-fed chalk-stream 
trout will rarely go even a few inches out of his way fora passing 
fiy. Ifthe fly falls short or wide, it should be left till the line has 
floated some distance to the rear of the fish, when it must be 
picked off, whisked through the air two or three times to dry the 
wings and hackle before anew cast is made. If there is no 
clumsiness several trial casts may be made before the exact dis- 
tance is found, andthe fish will go on rising undisturbed ; but the 
slightest bungle on the part of the angler is fatal, and puts the 





fish down for the next half hour.. Some men with constant prac- 
tice get so marvellously accurate that, if they happen to have the 
right fly, they kill half their fish on the first cast, and this is a very 
great advantage where the fishare shy. If it be remembered that 
most of the bést fish lie close to the bank, and that the fly has to 
be sent down floating naturally, correct to the very inch, it will 
be seen that there is room for great exercise of skill, and to suc- 
ceed even moderately well wants a vast amount of practice. Every 
well-made cast should exhibit the fly floating on the surface of the 
water, sustained by the dry wings and hackle; and if the fish 
should take it, the angler will clearly see his fly gulped down, 
when he must instantly strike and look out for squalls. On none 
of the waters I have mentioned is a trout killable under 2 Ib. in © 
weight, while the limit is as high as 1} /b. on some, and on others a 
fish is more likely to be over 2 lb. than under. So that the first leap 
and rush of the astonished fish you have just hooked are sure to 
afford the keenest excitement, and if there is a bed of weeds 
handy, and your fish proves to be a two-pounder, he will try your 
tackle and skill to the utmost before you slip the net under him 
ana make him your own. : 
But we are getting on too fast. It is not always easy to suit 
the taste of the selected fish, and, in spite of the most skilful — 
casts, the angler may find it necessary to trya change of fly, per- 
haps several, for though it is not always wise to stop long overa 
stubborn fish, there is always a chance while he continues feeding, 
and to outwit one of these sly old customers is a triumph of which 
any angler maybe proud. Tospend half an hour over a fish is 
by no means uncommon. The last day but one I had on the 
Test I spent more than an hour on each of two trout, both of 
which I bagged eventually. The first was 2 lb. 2 oz. and the 
second 2 lb. 140z., and as they were the only fish I killed that 
day, it was well worth my while to stick to them. But the ex- 
perienced angler will always use his discretion about the length 
of time to stay over one fish. If there is a heavy rise, the best 
policy is to move briskly about: if one fish refuses try another, 
and so on, especially ifyou know what fly they are taking. If, 
however, there is only a solitary fish rising here and there (as in 
the instance quoted above), moving about does more harm than 
good, and there is nothing I know of more fascinating than cases 
like this, where the angler has three or four rising fish in view, — 
and, beginning with the lowest, takes them in order, persevering — 
till each in turn is consigned to the creel. This, then, is the 
general programme; but it will have been noticed that I stipulated 
for decent weather, with wind favourable for up-stream fishing. If 
the wind isin the opposite direction the angler must cast against — 
it, cut under it, or do the best he can; but a heavy down-stream — 
wind will baffle him utterly, because a dry fly cannot then be used. 
Indeed, in whatever direction the wind may be, if it be very rough 
and boisterous it will spoil sport, for it is very difficult to see the 
rises, and still more difficult to put the fly properly over them. 
Of course there is the other alternative of putting ona couple 


‘of large showy flies and flogging away with the hope of pick- 


ing up a few stray fish ; but this rarely succeeds except 


when there is half a gale of wind, and at best it is 
very poor fun, as little or no skill is required, and 
delicate casting is out of the question. The rises, too, 


cannot be seen, and the fish have to hook themselves, while half 
the fish who make an offer get pricked and escape. Opinions, of 
course, differ on this, as-on all other angling matters, and this is 
strikingly exemplified by the following incident which occurred 
during one of my early visits to Winchester. I had been enjoy- 
ing some very pleasant spring days by the river-side; the fish rose 
freely at the olive dun, and each day I was getting more pleasure 
out of the new-found art. Then came a change of weather, and 
a fearfully cold north-easter prevailed for several days. The 
Winnall water above Winchester is very exposed, and the gently- 
gliding glassy stream, which had lately been dimpled all over 
with rising trout, was lashed into waves, and the whole aspect 
was wintry and cheerless in the extreme. Sport seemed out of — 
the question, but I clad myself in two flannel shirts, put on my — 
macintosh for warmth, and sallied out to see the nakedness of 
the land. Inthe distance I spied an old fellow with his coat- — 
tails flying, holding his hat on with one hand, and frantically 
thrashing away downstream with the other. I went up and © 
accosted him with a remark not altogether complimentary to the — 
clerk of the weather. To my surprise, he appeared inthe highgst — 
glee, and gruffly replied, ‘‘1 like a good east wind ; I always kill 
fish in weather like this,” and sure enough he had already bagged 
a brace of decent fish ; and while I was talking to him he hooked ~ 
and killed one of 13 1b. In less than five minutes he had another, — 
and then another, and the way he chuckled and ‘‘chostled in his 
joy’? was most amusing. It was so unlike the kind of thing I 
had seen before that I chatted with him, and questioned him — 
about his takes and sport generally, and I found that whenever ~ 
the wind blew hard from the north-east (that is, down-stream) it — 
was the signal for him to come out and fish. He was so im- 
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mensely proud of his success and his style of fishing, that I said, 
rather chaffingly, ‘‘ It’s all very well this blind fishing, raking the 
water from end toend in this way, digging up a stray fish here 
and there; but what do you do on a bright, calm day, with little 
wind, when the fish are rising quietly in all directions, picking up 
the flies under the banks?” ‘I always stop at home,” he 
replied, with a look and a wink, as much as to say he wasn’t 
quite sach a fool as I took him for. Well, chacun @ son goitt, 
may difference of opinion never alter friendship. When it is 
impossible to do anything else, I myself occasionally fish with 
two flies downstream ; but it is merely powr passer Je temps, and on 
a chalk stream I always consider the game is hardly worth the 
candle if I cannot fish in the orthodox way with a single dry fly. 


It may, perhaps, be said by some of our Northern friends, who | 


Jove a long day’s ramble by rocky pool and mountain torrent, 
that there is a sameness and monotony about the chalk stream 
style, and that at best it lacks the variety of sport and incident to 
be met with on a moorland stream. There’ is something in this, 
no doubt; but let no one condemn the one system because he is 
only successfulin the other. It would be just as reasonable for 
a man to condemn deer-stalking because he devoted all his 
energies to grouse-shooting. Personally, I am extremely fond of 
all fly-fishing—even loch-fishing when the scenery and surround- 
ings are attractive; but, viewed simply as a question of sport and 
skill, I don’t know any fishing which is half so exciting as ‘“‘ foxing 
a great trout” on achalk stream; moreover, I have never found 
anyone who had really mastered the style I have attempted to 
describe who did not prefer it to every other species of angling. 
Besides, there are some notable advantages connected with these 
Southern rivers : the water is always clear, anything like a spate is 
quite unknown, and there is hardly a day in the year when the 
condition of the water makes fly-fishing impossible. Then, again, 
to any keen observer of nature the wonderful abundance of insect 
life is a matter of the keenest interest. On any decent day from 
April to September there will be a rise of fly, and fish on the 
feed, and there is nothing to materially interrupt the fly-fisher’s 
prospects from beginning to end of the season. The profusion 
of natural flies, duns, and spinners chiefly is at times most amaz- 
_ ing, and the fishing is then very difficult ; at such times a wet fly is 
useless, and only the skilled performer with the floating fly stands 
any chance of spoit. During my first Hampshire trip nothing 
surprised me so much as the number and variety of the flies on and 
about the water. I remember dipping up the delicate, watery- 


tinted ephemerals, and sighing as I turned over the leaves of my 


book, vainly seeking for the imitation. I knew nothing of fly- 
making, and very little of entomology, but I resolvedthat I would 
master both. Before another season came round I had taught 
myselfto make akilling fly, and from that time to this.I have been 
almost independent of shop patterns, no matter what rivers or 
lakes I have frequented. The number of pleasant hours I have 
since spent in fly-making, either alone or side by side with some 
other enthusiast, can never be reckoned up; andas for entomology, 
it has been such an ever-increasing source of interest and pleasure 
in all my recent angling rambles, that I shall always associate 
some of the keenest pleasures and enjoyments of my life with the 
recollection of my first chalk-stream experiences. 


(To be continued.) 








MARCH FLIES FOR RAPID TROUT STREAMS.* 
(Continued from page 86.) 
CUTCLIFFE’S PATTERNS, 
B., means body. H., hack'e. W., wings. 


No. 9.—B., hare’s flax and water-rat’s fur mixed; ribbed with straw- 
| coloured silk, 
+, very rusty blue, inclining to a brown, not to a red. 


No. 10.—B., light claret-coloured silk. 
: H., smoky blue. 
No. 11.—B., yellow mohair, and the roots of the flax from a hare’s 
back, dyed in the yellow dye. 
H., light smoky blue. 
No, 12.—B., red cow’s hair. 


| H., lightish blue. 

| W., woodcock, 

13.—B., red fur of fox. 

H., blocd red. 
W., under feather of a woodcock’s wing. 

No. 14.—B., the dark smoky feather of a heron. 
H., of similar colour. 

No. 15.—B., the reddest part of a fox’s brush; flax from the neck of 
a hare, and also some of the same part dyed yellow, in 
equal parts; ribbed conspicuously with straw-coloured 

: siik, 

W., woodcock’s; pick out the body for legs or feet—or 
| put on, 

: ; H., a light rusty red. 


! 


| * See FISHING GAZETTE for February 24 for remarks on these,—ED. 


No, 16.—B., bright red bullock’s hair; flax from hare’s neck, dyed 
yeHow, and some of the reddest part of a fox's brush ; 
pick out the body for legs. 
W., woodcock's. 
. 17.—B,, yellow silk, slightly waxed. 
H., red, 
W., thrush. 
No. 18.—B., from the back of a water rat. 
H., black red. 

. 19.—B., lightest part of the roots of the fur of a fox, taken 
from the back; ribbed with straw-coloured silk con- 
spicuously ; two tails taken from a blue hackle. 

H., two turns of a light blue. 
W., starling. 

- 20.—B., equal parts cow’s hair, hare’s flax, and fox's fur, put on 
abundantly, and then picked out so as to stick out 
roughly. 

W., woodcock. 





BUMBLES. 


These fancy flies can be used the whole season through, and from 
our own experience of them in various parts of Enzland and Scotland, 
Wwe can strongly recommend them to fly-fishers. The patterns we 
have used were made either by Messrs. Foster, of Ashbourne (who 
breed fowls on purpose for fly-making), or Mr. G. J. Eatoa, of S.ark- 
holme, Matlock, Bath. The following dressings are from that 
capital work, ‘‘ The Scientific Angler,” by the late David Foster, of 
Ashbourne: his remarks on the natural history of our best angling 
flies, their imitations, and the best way to use them, are, in our 
opinion, among the best in angling literature. Foster was a great 
advocate, also, of duns of various shades; and his sons, who carry on 
the business, turn out some of the very best duns of various shades it 
is possible to get. One thing only we have to mention, and that is, 
that these duns are slightly over-winged, in our opinion. Messrs. 
Foster tell us that their customers prefer them so, and that they will 
dress them to the fancy of their customers. When one considers 
what an extremely delicate thing a fly’s wing is, and what com- 
paratively clumsy material even the most delicate feather is in com- 
paris nm, it seems to us that it is best to err on the side of too little 
rather than too much fly. 


D. FOSTER'S DRESSINGS OF ‘‘ BUMBLE” FLIES. 


BUMBLE (ORDINARY).—Hackle: White hen’s, slightly stained 
blue. Body: Peacock herl, ribbed with orange and puc:-coloured 
silk (floss); tying silk, brown. 

MULBERRY BUMBLE.—Hackle: Dun hen’s. Body : Peacock herl, 
ribbed with mulberry-coloured floss silk; tying silk, claret. 

Red BOMBLE (OR EARWIG).—Hackle: Red cock's, stained. 
Body: Peacock hetl, ribbed with gold silk; tyinz silk, dark brown. 

Honey Dun BumBie.—Hackle: Furnace cock’s. Body: Pea- 
cock, or black herl, ribbed with dark orange silk; tying silk, red 
brown. 

[This is a splend 4 killer.—Ep. ] 

BLACK PALMER.—Hackle: Black cock’s, ribbed with fine silver 
twist; tying silk, black. - 

FURNACE BUMBLE.—Hackle: Furnace cock’s. Body: Peacock, 
or black herl, ribbed with dark orange silk; tying silk, red brown. 

{Also a first-rate fly.—Ep. ] 

GOLDEN PALMER.—Hacale: 
herl, ribbed with gold twist. 

GREY PALMER.—Hackle: Cock's, with black centre and whitish- 
grey edge, ribbed with fine round silver tinsel ; tying silk, black. 

[This is an A r grayling fly.—Ep.] 

A variety of Palmers may be made by intermixing the materials 
here given for the different shades, 

Mr, Eaton makes a bumble which he calls his “ Little Red.” 

[We have used this fly for many years, and in the latter part of the 
season, on a ‘‘ rapid stream,” it is most deadly.—Ep. ] 


Bright furnace. Body: Peacock 


NORTH OF ENGLAND FLIES.—We hope shortly to give our readers 
the standard dressing of a variety of nondescr.pt flies used on the 
rivers of Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cumberland, Westmoreland, and 
Northumberland ; also of flies used in the scuth of Scotland, and we 
shall be much obliged to those of our North-country readers who will 
send us particulars of the standard favourites in their localities. 
Not that we believe very much in using the flies which are constantly 
used by the anglers in a certain district (now and then you hitona 
fly which kills better than any your book can produce), but there are 
many first-rate flies used in the North entirely unknown to South- 
country anglers, but which are well worth knowing. For instance, 
that great favourite on the Whitadder, the ‘‘ woodcock,” is rarely 
dressed quite the same in the South. Mr. Wells, of 11, Leith Street, 
Edinburgh (one of the best fly-dressers in the world, whether for 
salmon or trout), dresses this fly with woodcock wing, hare’s ear body, 
and aturnof silver tinsel at the end cf the body; his “ professor” is 
another capital fly, which we have used with effect in Devonshire. 
Mr. Stevens, of Berwick-on-Tweed, makesa stone fly whichkills splen- 
didly in Yorkshire, as we know by experience. Messrs. Hardy, Bros., 
of Alnwick, dress flies to perfection for the Coquet and other neigh- 
bouring streams. Mr. Cummins, of Bishop's Auckland, does busi- 
ness largely with most fly-fishers in Yorkshire and Northumberland ; 
he, like Messrs. Hardy, is an expert fiy-fisher himself, and when fish- 
ing Yore and Wharfe we met dozens of anglers who got their flies 
from him. Mr. Pratt, of Ilkley, is another good hand with the fly-rod, 
and can supply the delicate Wharfe flies to perfection. For the 
Cumberland rivers we should recommend ariglers to go to Mr. Rout- 
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lege, of Carlisle, who is another splendid fly-fisher, and he knows 
every inch of the Eden and its tributaries. Messrs. Parker, of Carlisle, 
also make capital flies for this district. Mr. Atkinson, of Kendal, can 
fit out for the Lake district and rivers. Some years ago we noticed 
his ‘‘garnet quill minnow,” and his sale, from a few dozens, increased, 
he informed us, to somethousands every season. This minnow is 
now made by a dozen houses, 








THE LATE EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


A MEETING of the Executive Committee of the International Fisheries 
Exhibition, held in Edinburgh last year, took place in the offices of 
the Highland and Agricultural Society, George IV. Bridge, on the 
28th ult., Sir Thomas J. Boyd in the chair. There was a large attend- 
ance, the meeting having been specially called to consider as to 
disposal of the surplus funds. 


THE PRIZE ESSAYS. 


The Secretary (Mr. Henry Cook, W.S.) read the report by the 
Essays Committee, which stated that they had completed the pre- 
paration of the volume of prize essays, which would be issued in the 
course of a few days. The book had been edited by Mr. David 
Herbert, M.A., and arrangements had been made with Messrs. 
Blackwood and Sons for publishing it. The Essays Committee 
reported that they had every reason to be satisfied with the admirable 
manner in-which Mr. Herbert had carried out his work. Specimen 
copies of the volume were tabled with the report. The committee 
resolved to give copies of the volume to the subscribers to the 
guarantee fund, to those who had acted as jurors, and to other 
gentlemen to whom the committee had been indebted for their 
services in connection with the Exhibition, and recorded their hearty 
thanks for the way in which the Essays Committee had carried out the 
remit to them. 

DISPOSAL OF THE SURPLUS FUNDS, 


The committee next proceeded to consider as to the disposal of the 
surplus funds, 

Mr. Wenley, of the Bank of Scotland, hon. treasurer, submitted a 
statement of the accounts, from which it appeared that after paying 
all expenses, including the salaries of officials and outlay connected 
with the volume of essays, as to which he made some suggestions 
which were adopted by the committee, the free surplus in bank for 
disposal amounted to £1,400 5s. 8d., exclusive ofthe sums that might 
bé realised from the sale of the volume. 

The committee then proceeded to consider the various motions 
which had been lodged by members of the committee with reference 
to the disposal of the funds. A great variety of suggestions had 
been received, and the committee some time ago resolved, after con- 
sidering these, that at this meeting only motions should be considered 
which had been adopted by members of the committee. 

One of these suggestions was an extremely valuable one in 
our opinion, and muchmore calculated to help the Scottish fisheries 
than the proposal adopted. It was as follows :— 

Proposed by Sir James R. Gibson Maitland, Bart., and Sir Thomas 
H. Boyd—Thata grant of £500 be made to a committee not exceed- 
ing three, with instructions to further the representation of Scotland 
at the Great International Fisheries Exhibition in London this year. 

Before finally voting onthe motions, each proposer was heard in 
support of the one submitted by him. In the course of the discussion 
which took place, an amendment on Mr, Murray's motion, substituting 
for ‘‘ herring and salmon fisheries’ the words ‘‘ herring, salmon, and 
ot her fisheries,’’ was made, and the following addition was made to 
the same motion :—‘ That the Meteorological Society should have 
power to establish with the funds a zoological station, and that they 
should also endeavour to get Government to assist them in the work.” 
The meeting then proceeded to vote on the various motions, and the 
result was that the motion of Mr. Murray was unanimously adopted 
with the alterations, in the following terms :-— 

““That the surplus funds now at the disposal of the Executive 
Committee be granted to the Council of the Scottish Meteorological 
Society to carry on the proposed investigations with reference to the 
herring, salmon, and other fisheries, which are described in the 
circular submitted by the council with their letter of application to 
the committee of 23rd May last; that the Meteorological Society 
should have power to establish with the funds a zoological station, 
and that they should aiso endeavour to get Government to assist them 
in the work.” 


VOTES OF THANKS, 


& A vote of thanks was then awarded to the Essays Committee, which 
consisted of Sir James Gibson Ramsay Maitland, Mr. Fletcher N, 
Menzies, Mr, J. A. Harvey Brown, and Mr. Alexander Buchan, with 
Mr. H. Cook, W.S., as secretary. A special vote of thanks was also 
awarded to Dr, Francis Day, Cheltenham, who had revised a number 
of the proofs of essays bearing on scientific subjects. 

Sir James Gibson Craig, Mr. Fletcher N. Menzies, and Mr. Cook, 
W.S., were appointed to wind up the affairs of the Exhibition so far 
as still remaining to be done, and after payment of all outstanding 
accounts to hand over the balance to the Scottish Meteorological 
Society as soon as convenient. It was further resolved that all the 
papers connected with the Exhibition should be handed over to the 
Highland Industry and Fisheries Committee of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society, to be retained by them, 

The committee, through Sir Thomas Boyd, expressed the great 





satisfaction they had felt at the ability and zeal with which Mr. Cook 
had conducted the business of the secretaryship; and also recorded 
their sense of the value of the assistance rendered to the committee 
by Mr. F, N. Menzies, which had so largely contributed to the success 
of the Exhibition. 


A vote of thanks was awarded to the chairman, and the proceedings 
terminated, 





A WORD OF WARNING. 


THE writer of the following’remarks is not a pigeon-shooter, neither 
does he now write, nor has he ever written, in defence of such shoot- 
ing, and, to speak plainly, he has written against the whole practice, 
as being a mere vehicle for gambling. But the present controversy, 


and the debate in the House of Commons on Wednesday, clearly - 


indicate that Mr. Anderson’s Bill is the thin end of the wedge, to be 
driven home, blow by blow, to the final breaking-up of all field sports 
whatsoever. The untruths that have been unblushingly asserted, the 
ignorance of facts and of natural history and physiology, displayed 
even by opponents of the Bill, and by the general misconception of 
the whole matter on the part of the public, render it imperative for all 
true sportsmen to watch future legislation and to unite in opposing 
whatever may be proposed of an unfair character. Union is strength, 
The present Bill passed its second reading, Aro forma, by an unholy 
compact amounting to this: ‘‘Don’t touch our higher and most 
aristocratic sports, such as tame stag-hunting, fox-hunting, and hare- 
coursing, and we will pass your less aristocratic Bill to stop pigeon- 
shooting. Take-out your second clause, which alone affects us, and 
we vote for the other clauses.” ~It must not be supposed by the 
readers of these remarks that pigeon-shooting is confined to Hurling- 
ham and Wormwood Scrubbs. There are thousands of pigeon- 
shooters throughout England, including large numbers of genuine 
sportsmen, who, through various causes, have few other opportunities 
-of enjoying the use of the gun. No doubt, looking into the future, 
Mr. Anderson, in withdrawing his second clause, looks upon the Act; 
if passed, as only an instalment. A friend of the writer, a man 
well versed in all these matters, who witnessed Wednesday’s debate 
from the gallery, declares that the ignorance displayed by members, 
if fully reported, would literally astonish the public, as it astounded 
him. 

Anglers and others should note that Mr. Forster ominously declared, 
as reported in the Lazy Jews, that, what they had to deal with ‘‘ for 
the moment,” was pigeon-shooting. Justso! ‘‘ For the moment.” 
Then, what is tocome next? Earl Percy is reported to have said 
that, ‘‘ Angling is a most stupid sport.” 

A member twitted Mr. Anderson for being an angler, declaring that 
the amount of pleasure in angling lay in the degree of resistance of 
the hooked fish, that resistance being the measure of its agonies. 
This is utterly false. Men of science know that in mammalia the 
nerves run in pairs—the nerve of motion and the nerve of sensation, 
and that the latter is wanting in fish. Another member referred to 
the agonies of crimped cod and lobsters boiled alive, displaying the 
same lamentable ignorance. Another member, in a clever and 
humorous speech, with which.no fault could be found from the 
ex!reme humanitarian point of view, denouncing hare-hunting, said 
that, if hares must be killed, it should be in such a manner that they 
could at least be eaten. Now, a hunted hare is, for eating, as 
superior to a shot one as can well be imagined of the same flesh 
under different conditions. JZer al7a, Mr. Anderson, seeing a weak 
point in his reasoning, boldly declared that the wild blue rock pigeons 
are not now shot at, but the domesticated, the very reverse being the 
case. Yet he evidently scored a point by the reckless assertion, for it 
passed without contradiction, and is specially noticed in a leader ina 
daily contemporary of Thursday. 

Whether or not it be too late to have the Bill rejected is beyond the 
knowledge of the present writer. It certainly should be moditied. 
He can vouch to his. readers that the assertions as to preliminary 


‘cruelty are grossly exaggerated. No such cruelties at all are prac-— 


tised at respectable matches, and, when at all, only in exceptional 
cases, with which the existing laws can deal efficiently. 

Two recent cases of cruelty have been advanced as arguments in 
favour of the Bill. They are really arguments against it, as proving 
the efficiency of the existing laws. Theré are reasons why such 
cruelty, in regular pigeon-shooting, would be utterly useless. The 
reasons for the alleged acts of cruelty are: To quicken or retard the 
bird’s flight, or to cause it to fly to the right hand or the left, so as to 
affect the betting on the next shot, But in all regular shooting there 
are five traps, and no man living can tell which of the five will next 
liberate its bird, so that what may be termed the idiosyncrasy of the 


shoo.er cannot be provided for, adversely or favourably. Sometimes — 


any one trap may not open for nearly an hour, for the whole is governed 
by unseen mechanism, which is affected by the chance roll of a 
movable ball. These facts are not given in advocacy of pigeon- 
shooting, but to expose the untruths so boldly uttered, and with this 
purpose—to warn all anglers that the time may be fast approaching 
when their innocent recreation may be assailed under equally false 
allegations, and this Bill, and the debate thereon, be quoted asa 
precedent. 





GrorGE JAMES Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised b 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs, per Dozen, 
ttended to.—[Apvrt.] 


rices $ 


No flies sen} 
some — 


Orders punctually — 
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By I, B: : 


)N Monday evening, March sth, the monthly meeting of the United 
London Anglers’ Central Committee took place at the Bald Faced 
tag, Worship Square, Finsbury, Mr. Samuel Morgan presiding. 
\\fter the reading and passing of the minutes of the previous meeting, 

Jong discussion took place concerning a net seized by bailiff Bagley ; 
arriage of nets by bargemen ; legal and illegal nets ; using illegal 
‘eis at night, and the Lea Conservancy’s by-laws concerning nets 
nd netting generally. Though the discussion was of great interest, 
nd of some importance as settling several points desirable for the 
\ailiffs to be well informed upon, there was nothing of sufficient 
era to the angling public generally to make it worth’ reporting 
a detail. 
| Three auditors are annually required for the ‘* London United 
‘ngling Association’s Fisheries Society,’ being one from each 
ssociation. Mr. Berg was elected to represent the United London 
\nglers’ Central Committee. 

- Several of the bailiffs then gave most interesting accounts of how 
hey had discharged their duties recently on the banks of the river. 
‘\s a rule, they had found that the anglers, whether Londoners or 
| atives, were well informed of the law, and honestly abided by it, 
eadily submitting to have their baskets overhauled, and delaying 
ae bailiffs as short a time as possible. . In two or three cases they 
ound persons jack-fishing, who, upon being informed that the open 
eason had ended, immediately discontinued, and promised not to 
ffend again. 

\ The case of a club ang ler who, on the 4th, while fishing in the 
eighbourhood of St. Margaret's, hooked and retained a small trout, 
yas then gone into. As it appeared, however, that the fish had 

‘orged the hook baited with a worm, and was past all hopes of 
covery before it could be extracted, and as the same angler had, 
| nly an hour or two previously, returned to the water a fish of the 
|ame kind, weighing between 2 Ib. and 3 1)., and there had been no 
| ttempt at concealment from the bailiffs of the retention of the smaller 
sh, it was unanimously decided to respectfully put it before the 
\onservancy that, in the opinion of this Association, a prosecution 
hould not be undertaken. 

Mr. Ghurney took occasion to state that trout were greatly in- 
reasing in numbers in the Lea, a fact which must be patent to 
ll who know and fish this favourite river, or carefully peruse the 
eports which appear from time to time in the columns of the 
ISHING GAZETTE and other papers, and which speaks well for the 
nanner in which the preservation is carried out, and for the purity 
f the water, : . 

The chairman then read a special appeal from the Thames Angling 
*reservation Society, briefly recapitulating the work done by that 
‘seful body during the past season, and concluding by expressing a 
. hope that the previous donation of £10 10s. would be renewed, 
which, being put to the meeting, was unanimously carried. 

The secretary then mentioned the shooting by Mr. Bradfield, close 
|y Ratty’s Lock, at the junction of the Stort and Lea rivers, on 
‘february 27, of an otter weighing 17 1b.—an announcement received, 
eedless to say, with repeated “‘ Hear, hears.” 

Messrs. Ghurney and Field having made a few observations about 
he preposed new Thames Conservancy by-laws, the secretary called 
he roll, it being found that twenty-one societies were represented, 
ive Lea bailiffs being also present, while Messrs. Field, Starr, and 
3onvoisin attended from the West Central Association of London and 
*rovincial Angling Societies. A vote of thanks to the chairman 
ought the meeting to a termination. 
| I was asked the other day by a brother angler whether there was 
ny chance of a fly and bait-casting tournament being held in con- 

ection with the Great International Fisheries Exhibition? I don’t 
now, but I hope so. A greater number of our country anglers 

‘ould certainly compete than would otherwise do under any other cir- 
aumstances, and who knows but what some of our friends from the 
‘atherland and our American cousins might be induced to try their 
ick against some of our cracks ? 

Our good friend Mr. Hatfield isstaying at Farnham with the Rev. 
‘aux, of whose great kindness to him he speaks in the most grateful 
xms. Inthe same letter toMr. Hoole (February 28) he speaks of 
is progress towards recovery in satisfactory terms, and concludes by 
sking to be kindly remembered to Messrs. Geen, Marston, Bon- 
-oisin, &c.—in fact, to all brother anglers, whose frequent inquiries 
fe to their sympathies being with him during his recent serious 

ness. 

_ The monthly meeting of the West Central Association of London 
nd Provincial Angling Societies will take place at the Portman 
ums, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening next, the 
6th. There are a lot of important matters down for discussion, and 
|:is to be hoped every society enrolled will try and send one, if not 
vo, delegates. 











ILLEGALLY FISHING.—John Wilson, Frank Etches, Edward 
Vilson, William Leemans, Alfred Peters, and James Watson were 
ummoned for having fished in the Trent, in waters belonging to Mr. 
ohn Chaworth Musters, at West Bridgeford, on the 15th ult. Mr. 
.. St. John Stevenson and Mr. H. B. Clayton defended. Sergeant 
Valker and police-constable Winter deposed to seeing the defendants 
shing on the day in question. The two Wilsons, Watson, and 
bo were each fined 20s., Leemans was fined 30s., and Peters was 
ned 40s, 










THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





113 
o> 
CAMBRIDGE AND ELY ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 


TH annual supper of this very flourishing society, numbering 
over 600 members, will be held at the Lion Hotel, Cam- 
bridge, on Monday, March 19, at eight o’clock. 








THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual banquet of this society took place in the New Venetian Salon at 
the Holborn Restaurant on Wedaesday evening last, under the presidency of 
Sir John Whittaker Ellis, Bart,, ex~Lord Mayor of London, with Mr. F. H. 
Lemann inthe vice chair. The fact that this was to be the first public dinner 
in the new salon, added to the popularity of the club, collected together an 
unusually large muster of members and friends—the attendance being over one 
hundred and sixty guests, including Captain Hobson, Dr. Startin, Messrs: W. 
Oldham Chambers, F. C. Clench, F. G. Pearce, T. R. Sachs. R. I. Pugh, 
B. Pereili Rocco, James Lander, H. Gray, D. Goodyer, W, H. Brougham, M. 
H. Blamey, T. N. Harrisson, R. S. Fenning, J. Pattison, T. Gillatt, E. Fore- 
man, Thomas Huggett, J. Ross Faulkner, Albert Smith, H. J. Alfred, J. 
Nicholay, J. G. Andrew Brinsmead, W. B. Adlington, E. Pratt, J. P. Wheel- 
don, H. J. Inderwick, etc!, etc. Under the circumstance of this being an 
inaugural public dinner in the new salon there were some special items in the 
arrangements,—a specially designed card for the names of guests, by Mr. H. 
J. Alfred, containing a pike seated on a chair, holding in its mouth a blank 
card, headed with the name of the society, with a space underneath for that 
of the guest, and having a table below with a bottle of Moet’s champagne 
thereon, and a perch with an apron in front, presenting the menu card. The 
toast list was of anew design, with two hands in the rightshand corner at the 
foot of the card, one holding a jack rod and line running round to the opposite 
corner with a good fish at the end, whilst the other hand extends a landing net 
which receives the fish. The menu card was exceedingly handsome, and of the 
dinner itself it was of the most superior character, impossible to surpass and 
difficult to describe. The proprietors had evidently determined there should be 
nothing wanting in their portion of the entertainment, and in consequence the 
greatest satisfaction was expressed by one and all. The handsomely decorated 
tables, with the salon lighted up with the Edison electric light, presented a most 
charming appearance. Thestewards -were distinguished by an elegant gold 
medallion with the initials of the Society, designed by Mr. M. H. Blamey. 
After the loyal toasts had been as loyally responded to, the Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. James Lander, read some portions of extracts from the annual report, all 
referring to the satisfactory position of the Society. The gross weight of fish 
weighed in during the year 1832, was 1,952 lb., compared with 1,012 !b, 15 oz. 
of the previous year—the top weights being Mr. G. Robinson, 589 lb. 6.0z. 
Mr. Thomas Huggett, 3 594 1b. 2 oz., and Mr. M. H. Blamey 205 1b. The 
Chairman then gave the toast of the evening, ‘‘ The Piscatorial Society,’? and 
al:hough not thoroughly conversant with angling matters, he could enter fully 
into their feelings ina company like the present, consisting of intelligent and 
noble-minded individuals who, he had no doubt, supported the old adage of 
‘«whatit is worthdoingis worth doing well; ”’ believing as he did, thatanglers were 
the most thoughtful of men, and had no doubt they displayed great intelligence 
in bcinging their fish to shore. He considered the medals gained by the Society 
at Norwich, Edinburgh, and Westminster were proofs that the Piscatorial Society 
held the highest position as an Angling Club. After referring to the coming 
Grand International Fisheries Exhibition, he concluded an interesting speech 
by asking those present to respond to the toast with great heartiness. After 
this had been done, Mr. M. H. Blamey addressed the meeting by stating he 
had been a member of the Society for twelve years—he had spent many very 
pleasant even‘ngs in the Club-room, and some good fishing days on the river 
with some of the members. In consequence of this he felt desirous of marking 
his appreciation by presenting the club with an oil painting of the father of the 
Society, Mr. G. G. Pearce, who, he observed, caught his fish before the Battle 
of Waterloo was fought: In doing this he felt he was doing honour to the 
Society, and to their old and respected friend, Mr F.G Pearce, who, he hoped, 
would be amongst them for many years. Oa the removalof the covering of the 
painting, the scene of excitement can be better imagined than described. The 
large saloon rang with loud shouts of *‘ Bravo Pearce!’’ ‘¢ Bravo Blamey!”’ 
And now one word for the artist, Mr. Edward Henson—‘here was only one 
opinion of the likeness, which was of a remarkably strixing character—the head 
is solidly modelled, and the light and shade skilfully rendered—the drapery also 
being worthy of notice, and the terse remarks of all present was,the Society will 
never lose its respected Treasurer whilst his portrait hangs ina place of honour 
on its walls, The painting is framed with great taste by Messrs. Tooth, of the 
Haymarket. There can be no doubt as to Mr. Henson’s talent becoming pro- 
verbial as a postrait psinter amongst the members of the Piscatorial Soeiety. 
The Chairman, Sir J. W: Ellis, Bart. (ex- Lord Mayor of London), expressed to 
Mr. Blamey, on behalf of the Socie y, a deep sense of gratitude for his thought- 
ful present in the admirable and striking portrait of their Treasurer—he was sure 
nothing could have been more gratifying. Mr. George Pearce having returned 
thanks on behalf of his father, Mr. Blamey briefly responded. Mr. Thomas 
Huggett, in giviog ‘‘The Secretary and other officers,’’ first of all paid a just 
tribute to their Treasurer, Mr. Pearce, and also to Mr. T. R. Sachs for taking 
his place as Sub-Treasurer. As regards Mr Gray, in the weighing in of fish, he 
would have good weight, and as for the Hon. Sec., Mr. Lander, they could not 
have a better man. Mr. Lander, in replying, said they would ail do their best 
to increase the prosperity of the Society. Mr. R. S. Fenning, in giving the toast 
of the ‘‘ Thames Angling Preservation Society,’’ said it was a toast which should 
never be omitted, and there was no man living who had done more for the 
Thames Anglers than Mr. Thomas Spreckley, whose name he said must be 
drunk with the toast. In the avoidable absence of Mr. Spreckley, Mr, F.C: 
Clench thanked the company for their reception of the name of Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley, whose heart and soul were in the work of Thames Preservation— 
neither time nor money was any consideration to him so long as he could do 
something for the anglers—and the fact that through him oyer five tons weight 
of good fish were turned into the river from the reservoirs was a proof of his 
desire to improve the fishery of the Thames. The other toasts we e ‘‘ Ih? Press,’’ 
‘‘ The Chairman,” ‘‘ The. Vice-Chairman,”’ and ‘The Visitors.’”_ There was, 
one additional toast introduced by Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, ‘‘ The National Fish 
Culture Association,’’ coupled with the mame of Mr. W. Oldham Chambers, 
who replied to the same. There was a great feature in the musical arrange- 
ment by the presence of some first-rate Italian artists through the kindness of 
Mr. B. Perelli-Rocco, consisting of Signors Strazza, Alfred Morio, V. Bellati, 
F. Ria, A. Susini, and Di Giambattista, whose powerful voices were heard to 
great advantage in the large saloon. They were received with furores of applause, 
and nothing less than encores would satisfy the guests—their singing was a 
grand musical treat. Mr, Harrisson, Mr. Heeney, and others sang to great 
advantage. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WAtER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, MARCH Io. 
(Probably an Overflow Tide.) 








Mcrning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge as ve CPAP I REE 
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Bure (Horning Ferry). 

Some good jack were caught here last week, one gentleman staying with 
Host Thompson caught 6 fairfish, one turning the scale at 10lb. The gale 
which has arisen since has quite stopped all jack fishing, as it has forced up 
the waters, and it will take a day or two of calm weather to settle the river 
again. Onemanhad an excellent day’s angling here, catching 102 bream, 
roach, and perch with his own rod; several of the bream were fine fish. I 
should like to hear of a few more takes of this sort. Apart from the fore- 
going, everything is very slow on this stream, very few out. ‘‘Hepe on, hope 
ever,’’ must still apply —RoBsrT Mott. 


Chichester. 


The wirtry wind doth blow. The waterside being deserted. During the 
week some fair perch and roach have been taken, and a small pike or two. My 
idea is that pike are getting scarce in the canal, and no wonder. One individual 
boasting of 20, but I trust continual ‘‘ harping on that string’’ will have a 
salutary effect on pothunters. The annual dinner of the Chichester Angling 
Society takes place at the Globe Hotel on the 20th of March, when a good 
muster is expected. Smallfry, ‘ shiners,’’ as the natives term them, abound, 
auguring well for the future. I wish we could procure some chub fcr our 
water—will anyone assist us ? Weather cold with snow at intervals.—G. F. 


SLATER. 
Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


The first of March was all that could be desired forthe season. The thrush, 
the blackbird, and the robin all welcome spring once more—delightful to hear. 
On the 2nd was like a day in June; the Rev. Mr. Oliver made a start at ten, 
and had splendid sport when he creeled 2 dozen and 4 trout. On tte 3rd 
Mr. Hudson Barker, 11 trout, all taken with fly, Hofland’s fancy, and the March 
brown. he weather was fine to the fifth, when the wind changed to the north 
and blew a hurricane with showers of snow. Atthe time Iam writing snow has 
fallen to the depth of 4 inches.—A. GLass, 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 
Splendid weather prevails as I write this, and has done so pretty nearly ever 
since my last, and if it continues as at present there are certain to be good 


doings. The river is in the very best condition, and a quanti'y of natural flies 
are out; owing to the weather being so mild and warm, 


Several rodsters have 
been out, both locals and froma distance. The ‘‘ woodland’’ shade of colour 
in the water appeared to favour them immensely, and nearly all who have been 
out and knew how to use a fly have succeeded in taking fair dishes. ‘Trout and 

rayling have been rising freely all the week, but when taken have, of course, 
had to be thrown back, as the season does not commence on this length until 
the 31st inst. A well-known enthusiastic piscator has made some very good 
baskets, having had the largest takes this year. The killing flies have been 
chiefly the furnace, little blue dun and bumble.—WHEATSHEAF HOTEL. 
[Too late last week.—ED. ] 

Very stormy weather here the last three days, accompanied with a great deal 
of snow, the wind very boisterous and bitterly cold, a very decided change 
from the really splendid weather of last week, with the thermometer at 55. 
Up t» Tuesday last, when the change in the weather commence, the returns 
were very remunerative. On Monday last, a Chesterfield gentleman made a 
very good bag of grayling; but there has been nothing done in the shape of 
fishing since. -WHEATSHEAF HOTEL. 

Dove. 
A white world again exists around us, and angling operations are completely 


stopped. I never remember a more remarkable or sudden change in the weather. 
Fri m eanly spring we have suddenly been plunged in‘o severe mid-winter. The 


frost and snow set in on Monday night Jast, and has continued more or less since: 


On the day named, Mr. J. Barton was cut on the Dove’s tributary, Henmore, 
and killed a splendid brace of trout, weighing between them over 41b. Both 
were caught with the natural minnow. Since then I don't believe there has 
been a rod out. It is unfortunate for coarse fishers that the frost and snow have 
come just now, as it will prevent them from haying a satisfactory wind-up for 
the season. —TH SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 
My last report left the river in a filthy state, but it cleared off very quickly 


and was in good order on Saturday, but the day being bright and warm 
without a breathof wind, very little sport could be expected. Tom Bird 
Killed a fish at Armathwaite, and the Corby Castle keeper took one in the 
evening. Monday was again a summer's day, On Tuesday we had a bitter 


Nor-Easter with hard frost, and some of those who could stand the intense 
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cold were rewarded. Mr. J.B. Slater killed one in the evening, and Mr, 
George Potter, who made a day of it in the Angling Association water, : 
landed three nice fish. I have not heard of any others. The salmon flies, 
after being in tne water, were like lumps of ice, the feathers being frozen 
together. I am afraid the disease is increasing rapid'y. Many of the fish one 
sees rising, are, more or less, marked with it, and the reports of the baliffs 
from all quarters are most disheartening. —S‘LVER GREY. 


Exe (Exeter), 


We have had a succession of north-east and easterly winds the last week, and 
the only good accounts reaching me are from the salmon rodster. Mr, 
George Lea has made up for his losses named in my last report, having creeled 
six fish, weights respectively, 11, 10}, 10, 83, 63 1b, to say nothing of one 
‘keeper’? over 20 lb., he played for two hours and a quarter, and which he 
very promptly and properly returned to the water. Mr. Pearson, as a matter 
of course, has done very well, the takes I have heard of being seven in one day, 
averaging 9 lb. each, and others better weights, but have not them authenti- 
cally. At Cowley Bridge Messrs. Baker and Burden have been keeping up a 
well-deserved and well-earned reputation.—J. A. Kuniny. : 


Exe (Tiverton). 

Little or nothing has been done during the past week, having had severe 
frost at night and bleak north-east winds, and sun by day. Scarcely anyone 
has ventured out, and only a few fish have been taken. There will be no sport. 
until a change or weather, the river is very low and bright. Snow is now fail. 
ing ; if we get very much of it the fishing will not be good until it is cleared 
away.— WM. MUDFORD. 


Tifracombe- 

Sea-fishing since my last report. The weather has been most unfavourable 
for all fishing. On Friday and Saturday a few boats put out, the first for some 
weeks. They caught about 20 lb. of fine whiting, pout, and pollack, and a few 
thomnback. Several pounds of dabs, small brill, and whiting have been caught 
with hand lines from the pier head and jetty. Weather again very squally, 
with heavy ground sea,—E, COMER. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


The last few days don’t look very well for the fly fishers. We had some 
North-east wind with a little trout. However, the largest takes of salmon for 
many years were taken in the Muckross nets; on February 28th, they got 86 
salmon ina few hauls. It was quite calm,so that there was not the slightest chance 
for arod fisher. However, alittle wind sprung up inthe evening. I gota 
nice salmon 12 lb., with a brown fly, with light brown hackle to match the 
body, and jay hackle under the wing. _ On March 2nd, James Hayse got one 
s-Imon 12 1lb.; Frank Robert, one r1Jb.; Pat Clifford, one 12 lb.; Pat 
Robert, 2 salmon 25 lbs. with flies; Tim M'Carthy, 2 salmon 24 lb. with flies ; 
Eugene Cournane; 1 salmon 12 1b., flies; 3rd, Pat Clifford, one ri lbs.; 
4th, Tim. McCarthy, 1 salmon 13 lb. with a phantom bait about three inches 
long, dark brown back, also got five old spent fish with the same bait, one of 
them about14 1b. which showed as much sport as any s lmon killed this 
year. On 4th, Patt. Clifford, 2 silmon, 23}1b; Jobn Noonan, one 124 1b.3 
Michael Gleeson, one 11 lb., withspoon bait; Daniel Twomey, one It lb; Lord 
Derby one 10 Ib.; on sth, Patt. Clifford, one 12 lb.; James Hayes, 
one 9 lb. ; Frank Robert one Io 1b., spoon bait ; Eugene Courrane, 
one 9 lb., with flies ; Robia Roberta nice brown trout of 6 lb.; J. C. Coltsman, 
Esq, on Flesk, one salmon, 12 Ib; with a brown fly of McCarthy, with yellow 
hackle under wing; 6th, tXobin Robert, one salmon, 12lb.; Frank Robert, 
one I0lb. with spoou bait; James Hayse, one to 1b; R. Hellerdon, 
10 lb.; Tim. McCarthy, one 11lb,; Frank Robert, one ro 1b., spoon bait; 
James Hayse, one 11 1b,—Tim McCarrny. ‘ 


Lea (Ware). 

If change of weather was the thing wanted to bring the fish on the feed 
here, we have had it, as it has frozen, rained, and snowed since Monday. 
Nothing in particular has been taken, but hope to have something worth 
wri'ing about for the last week.—W. H. STARLING. 


Leicester. ‘ 
The splendid weather during the latter portion of last week and the water in 
this locality being in excellent condition caused a larger number of anglers than 
usual to bé out,.and several were rewarded with some first class spcrt. In the 
local s ciety’s waters some capital takes of pike were had, Among those 
having the best sport may be mentioned Messrs. Stafford and Pratt, the former 
having six jack on Saturday, the two largest fish weighing respectively 62 lbs. 
and slbs., whilst Mr. Pratt's best pul'ed the scale at 7? 1bs. Among. those 
anglers who were fishirg in neighbouring waters mention may be m-de of Mr. 
Barwick who had a nice take of pike, the tutal weight being 56 lbs. and the two 
largest fish weighing 10 to II lbs. Two well known devotees of the gentle art Mr, 
Gee and Mr. Chamberlain, paid a visit a few days since to the Moira Bath 
Hotel and fished the Barrett Pool, landing some fine specimens of Jack ; four of 
those captured weighed over 35lb. The Ayzlestone waters have aiso had some 
rare sport among the chub. One gentlemen having a fish weighing 55 lb. 
‘A fair amount of success has attended the effurts of those attending the Wieake, 
some capital pike and perch being among the takes. Biting cold winds have 
been the rule this week, and on Wednesday we had a heavy fall of snow, so that 
angling is again at a standstill. To-day (Thursday) snow fell heavi'y; a piercing 
wind and freezing. —ALERT. .. | 
Loch Tay- 7 
Owing to unfavourable conditions of weather and water, the sport enjoyed 
al over Loch Tay by salmon anglers since the date of last rep ort has, though 
sufficiently satisfactory, uot corresponded to expectations. The following are 
details :Reserved water—On Monday last the Killin reserved water was 
fiched with the following results: —Mr. Earp, Derby, 2, 18 1b. and 21 lb.; Mr. 
Wilkins, Helensburgh, 2, 18 1b. and 21 1b., anda fine trout of 81b.; Mr. 
Rowan, Glasgow, 1, 19 lb. No boats out on TuesJay. Wednesday: Mr. 
Earp, Derby, 1, 21 Ib. ; Col. Cameron, Inverailort, 1, 20 lb.. Killin Hotel 
water: On Wednesday, last week, Mr. Bay'ey, Manchester, had three salmon, 
17 lb., 18 lb., and 19 Ib. ; Mr. Dudgeon, Prestonkirk, 1, 17 1b. ; Mr. Cunning- 
ham, London, 1, 18 1b, On Thursday the takes were: Mr. Crabbie, Edm-_ 
borough, 2, 18 lb. and 20 1b.; Mr. Dudgeon, Prestonkiik, 1, 23 lb.; Mr. 
Earp, Derby, 1, 16 lb. Friday: Mr, Earp, Derby, 3, 17 lb., 17 1b., and 
25]b.; Mr. Whyte, London, 2, <o.1b. and 22 Jb.; Col. Cameron, Inverailort, 
1,17 1b. Saturday: Mr. Dudgeon, Prestonkirk, 2, 20 lb. and 21]b ; Mr. 
Bayley, Manchester, 1, 16 lb.; Mr. Earp, Derby, t, 141b. Monday; General 
Anderson, C.B., Edinborough, 2, 20 1b, and 22 Ib.; Mr. Rose, London, 2- 


W 


ee Sen 


‘Marcu 10, 1683] 





18 lb. and 25 Ib. ; Capt. Dalton, Aldershot, 1,16 lb.; Mrs. Bayley, Manchester, 
1, 19 lb. Tuesday: No boats out, weather so stormy. Wednesday: Mr. 
Dudgeon, 2, 17 1b, and 18 lb. Bridge and Lochay Hotel water, Thursday, 
last week: Mr. Haynes, Leamington, 3, 18 lb. each; Mr. Todd, Stirling, 1, 
251b. Friday: Mr. Haynes, 1,161b. Saturday: Mr. Haynes, 2, 18 lb. and 
20 lb.; Mr. Todd, Stirling, 2, 15 lb. and 20 Ib, Monday: Mr. Haynes, 1, 
20 lb.; Mr. Nicholson, 1, 21 lb.; Mr. Gray, 1, 10 lb. Kenmore Hotel 
water, Thursday, last week: Mr. W. D. Russell, Bedale, 2, 15 1b. and 201b; 
Mr. James Blair, Dundee, 1, 21 lb.; Mr. Loyd, Liverpool, 1, 21, lb, 
Ardconaig Hotel water, Wednesday, last week: Mr. Speid, Blairgowrie, 2 
18 lb, and 22 1b. ‘he loch is presently in good condition.—J. M. G. : 


Lune (Carnforth). 


During the whole of last week the river was in fine condition. On Saturday 
the March brown was floating down stream in abundance, between the hours 
of 11 and 2; but, strange to say, trout would not offer to look at them, nor 
would they take any other fly. A strange change has come over the spirit of our 
happy dream this week, which will prevent all fishing for some time to come. 
On Monday the wind changed into the north-east, with slight snow showers, 
but on Wednesday increased to a gale, bringing with it a proper snow storm; 
and now, at the time I am writing it is still snowing ,heavily—it has already laid 
on abont six inches of snow. But if we cannot be fishing we can at least be 
“mending our nets,”’ so I should advise my brother anglers to look over their 


* fly-books and to the splicing of their rods, &c.—Piscator. 


west.—Huriey TROUT. 


_ Monday, 


_ WATSON. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

Just as everything looked promising, the water in sp’endid condition, and 
anglers getting good bags at the beginning of the week, in sets winter, and 
with it snow in such quantities as ta throw the fish right off the feed. To- 
night (Thursday) it is snowing like fury, and I am afraid thas unless the clerk 
of the’weather does not relent, it is all up with angling for the season 1881-2.— 
Ye MEDWAY WATER RAT. 


Mid-Thames (Kurley, Berks). 


A. week of delightful wea'her has been, and we hope the closing days of fish- 
ing may make up a little for the past. The rivers are in grand condition for 
all-round fishing, and during the week there have been some catches of roach, 
perch, and jack. On Saturday, at Hurley, a few anglers arrived at the Cld 
Bel. Mr. Frices captured a jack about 5 1b. and some roach and perch. Mr. 
Berger, perch and roach; Mr. Terquet, roach ; Mr. Lee, about ¥ Jb. of roach; 
Mr. Bigsby, perch and roach. A gentleman caught in the Hurley water, on 
the 4th inst., fishing with Richard Shaw, jun., of Marlow, a nice jack going 
7 1b. A fair number of anglers have been on the water every day this week, 
and have succeeded in getting some fish. Thursday very fine, wind north- 


Ness (Inverness). 
The water is in splendid condition for salmon and trout-fishing ; a number 


. of the local anglers were ont trout fishing last Friday, our free fishing day, but 


sport was not very good. The Hon. Miss Fraser, «f Lovat, landed on 
February 26th, a magnificent salmon of 20 1]b. The fish 
was brought to shore in skilful style af er an exciting struggle of more than an 
hour. At ftheDockford net fishing on Tuesday, 10 salmon were killed. The 
weather since Mnday was extremely cold, with a biting wind and slight 
showers of snow. 


Ouse (Littleport). 


Tam afraid it is all over for this round except the’shouting. J, like your other 
correspondents, thought I should have been able to finish up with a couple of 
full reports, as the prospect was looking biizht forthe last few days among 
the roach. I had a turn on Friday last for an hour-and-a-quarter, and teok 9 
very nice roach going 5lb. within 20z. the lot, best roach 1oz. and Mr. W, 
Howlett, Newmarket, writes me that he got the roach on between the Branch 


_and Bridge, and managed to get 2131b. splendid fish, 63 inall. On Saturday I 


had another turn for an hour with paste, worked out 7 roach going 3} 1b. the 
lot. Mr. H. H. Headinz, Bly, got 71b. very good roach and dace. At the time 
of writing it is snowing very heavily, or I was just going to have a turn with a 


splendid lot of gentles just received from Carter’s, but which in the present 
state of things, I am afraid will prove a dead loss instead vf as.urce of profit, as 


I expect snow from six to ten inches deep.—CHARLIn SOUTH 


Ouse and [vel (Blunham). 
_ The rivers have been in very good condition this week. Some fine roach 
were taken by Mr. Gibbs, weighing from 1}1b. to 2b. each; and some pike 
_haye been taken to-day.—E. P. 


Taw and its Tributaries (North Devon.) 


| The weather is now remarkably cold and threatens snow ; for many seasons 
the east wind has prevented much fishing here. I hope, as last yeur, the 
' waters (subscription) will be opened; but the ceath of Sir H. Urey, Bart., has 
prevented immediate decision of the new baronet, but I hear the issue is likely 
to be that the past arrangements will not be altered. ‘The small streams are ia 
- good order, and I have heard of many small dishes. Inthe Mole, a tributary 
of the Taw, I heaida gentleman say he had taken from it two dozen fish in 
two days, Monday and Tuesday, in first rate condition, and in the other streams 
8, ro and 14 fish in the middle of ihe day. I amtold that the river is full of 
old kelts, andit ish« ped before the salmon fishing commences (April 1) they 
wil! have disappeared. I lately took the trouble to inquire who had the greatest 
_catch of salmon and peel last season, and was told one gentleman got 200 peel 
and 20salmon. The lower part of the Taw, close to Barnstaple, where no one 
ever did anything worth recording. Captain P. told me he had taken (and he 
"was a stranger to the neighbourhood) 30 peel and 4 salmon.—Rusry Gamez. 


Tay (Perthshire’. ° 


' The river is in splendid ply at present, but the weather has for the past few 
days béen cold and uncongenial, and on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of 
the week frost prevailed, and at the date of writing the ground is covered by an 
‘inch or two of snow. Details:—Toquerait Hotel water : Tuesday last week: 
Rey. Mr. Meldrum, 1, 22} 1b.; Kinnaird water : Messrs C, T. Lucas and J. 
‘H. Renton, (tenants) last week, 3, 15 lb., 151b., and 16 lb, ; Athole Arms Hutel 
water, Wednesday last week, Mr. Grant, 1,21 1b.; Saturday, Mr. Ley, Edinburgh, 
‘2, 18lb.and 21 lb.; Saturday, Mr. Bradborough, Scarborough, 1, 20 lb. ; 
Stobhall water: Friday last week, Mr. Whistler, from America, and Mr. P. 
‘D. Mallock, Perth, 3, 191b., 20 lb., and 25 lb.; Saturday, Mr. Whistler, 3, 
!19 lb., 20 Ib., and 24 lb.; Burnmouth water: Tuesday: Colonel Milligon 
‘London, 2, 20 lb. and 21 Ib.; Redgorion water: Wednesday last week: Mr. 


‘Montague Macdonald, Vicar of St, Martin’s, 1, 19}1b.; Friday, 2, 173 1b, and 
fas ‘ 
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There will be no fishing until a change of weather.—D. ~ 


- were very few and far between. 
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19 ]1b.; Monday: Hon W. Arbuthnot and Mr. Mort Macdonald 4, 10 lb. 
15 lb, 16 1b., and 22 lb, besides landing ten kelts; Thistle Bridge water : 
Wednesday last, Sir William Elliot, 1, 15 lb. Splendid baskets of trout— 
whiting and sea trout—varying from 5 to 20 lb.,’are quite common on the river 
andits tributaries, which seem to be swarming with fish], M‘G. 


The Thames (Cookham). 


At Ccokham. on Saturday, Mr. King and friend caught nine jack in the 
Strand water, Cookham, mostly small. On Wednesday, Mr. Withers and 
friend caught twelve jack, largest was 7 lb., others mostly smoll, probably 
owing to the biter cold and snow water, which seems to have greater effect on 
big pike than littleones. This last-named party found an ancient human skull 
washed out by the floods, which Mr. Grazebrooke has added to his collection 
of strange things fished out of this remarkable water, which is said to have been 
a fishery since Domesday book. There were also some large freshwater 
mussels, 7 inches long by 8 in girth, which are kept for the Fishery [xhibi- 
tion. ‘Lhe poachers from London who got off a few weeks since, were watched 
for by the train on the 4th inst., but did not put in an appearance at Cookham. 
They set the keeper at defiance and went off before he could get assistance. 
This is rather hard upon a gentleman who has always shown him elf generous 
towards all true sportsmen. 


Thames (Eynsham). 

Tregret being too late last week to send my report, more especially as we had 
some good sport among roach, perch, and chub. There have been a few taken 
this week, but not so good as last, owing to the chingeable weather, The 
water isnow in good order and well in the banks, and, with a improvement in 
the weather, we hope to finish the season with sym2 good takes. I find lob 
and red worms the best baits for all three of the fish mentioned above. —W. B. 
HOWE. 

Thames (Goring). 


Water now in prime order for allsorts or fishing, bat the wind very cold, 
There has nt been much doing in the fishing line. Roach dead off, jack not 
on much; have taking a few very good perch, and 2 jack, largest jack 3 1b.—J. 


Rusa. 
Thames (Maidenhead). 


The floods having at length disappeared, the bailiffs, under their chief, Harry 
Wilder, have been very busy this week in clearing the Gitches and cuts, with 
the following results:—On Monday, they returned to the river 345 perch, 
24 jack, and 193 roach; on Tuesday, 15 perch, 37 roach, and 7 jick; and on 
Wednesday, 82 perch, 12 jack, 207 roach, and 1g chub; thus showing anglers 
who patronise this part of the river that their interests are wel watched by the 
bailitis, who are deserving of all the patronage they receive dui:ing the season. 


—Frep. NoTr. 
Thames (Oxford). 


The weather from Thursday till Monday was so beautifully fine and spring« 
like that many, who had put away all thoughts of fishing with their tackles, 
were tempted to venture out once more to the waterside. But on Tuesday there 
was a complete change; the wind suddenly veered round to the east, and small 
showers of rnow fell at intervals until to-day, when about 3.30 p.m. we had a 
violent storm of rleet and snow, accompanied by the most bitter, cutting east 
wind, and as I write it is still coming down. On Thursday, Mr. Simmonds, at 
Sandiord, had 4 jack, the largest going 5 Ib., and the rest 34 and 2 lb. re- 
spectively ; on Friday, Mr. Hitchmond, spinniag, between Iffley and Sandford, 
also caught 4 jack, one of which turned the scale at 7 lb. Oa Saturday, in the 
waters of the Oxford Angling Society, Mr. Buller had 3 perch which together 
weighed 1 lb. 5 oz.; Mr. Stephen Davis, fishing ‘ower down the river, in a pool 
at Mesovotamia, landed 7 jack, of 8} 1b. and 17 perch, averaging # lb. each, 
with a Gregory’s spinner; whilst at Bolscott- stream, near Boltey, Mr. F. S‘atter, 
on gut tackle, grassed a jack of 9 lb. On Sunday, Mr. T. Goatley: after an ex- 
citing struggle, caught a splendid specimen of Zsowx lucius, weighing 14 lb. and 
measuring from eye to fork just 3 ft.; Mr. John Bossom a jack of 3} lb., a 
perch 1} 1b., and two chub, about 1 lb. each; Mr. Allena jack of 4 lb. in the 
lower river, between Oxford and Iffley. Mr. Talboys had 8 perch, the largest 
going 14 lb., and the rest from } lb. to #1b.; and at Sandford, Mr. C. Chivers, 
13 perch, 3 of which weighed over I Ib. 2 oz., the remainder # 1b. ; his brother, 
who was with him, baggiog a perch of 1} lb, and two chub of 2} and 23. .On 
Monday, Mr. S. Davis, from the same place he was trying on Saturday, and 
with the same bait, had 2 jack of 5 lb, and 6 1b. respectively. Mr. Buller, in 
Mr. Ambrose Smith's field, landed a perch of 1} lb. and two others going 4 lb. 
Mr. Harris, on the Evenlode, at Handborough, 2 jack of 3} and 2} lb. Mr. 
Cowley, in the lower river, amongst the perch, landed 2 beauties, one of which 
weighed 2 lb. and the other 1} 1lb., and Mr. Beooks, between Sandford and 
Newnham, managed to bag 8 1b. of roach.-—THERWELL OTTER. 


Thames (Windsor). 

The water is in fine condition for all fishing, but very few anglers have 
ventured out. Last Saturday and Monday some patrons out wich James Gray 
succeeded in getting some very good jack; the largest weighed 173 lb., and 
one II lb., and two or three smaller ones. Mr. Bainbridge, High Street, 
Eton, got a brace one day weighing 5 lb. and 3lb. Theroach and perch seem 
to refuse the worm. Some very good takes of the former have been had with 
paste, and the latter with minnows, The wind is blowing dreadfully cold from 
the north-east, enough to damp the sternest veteran's ardour; but if those who 
can stand it try, their efforts will be rewarded.—G. LUMSDEN, 


The Moy (Ballin:) and Lough Conn. 

Since my last report the water has only been in order for fly-fishing for a few 
days. Strong north-westerly wind has so mixed the upper lake (Lough Cullin, 
which flows into the Moy) that the river water is now quite unfit for fly-fishing. 
River and lough are falling fast, as there has beenno rain for a long time. I 
expect the dirty water to run down in a few days.—FRANK HEARNS,. 


Trent (Newark). 


Another spell of wintry weather is upon us just now with a vengeance, 
completely knocking angling out of time; it has been difficut most of this 
week to keepa foothold on the river ban’, so very windy has it been, and last 
vight, just to put the finishing stro.e on it, snow fell very heavily, and is now 
lying very thick on the grouad. Sport has been of the most meagre de- 
scription in this locality; I have not heard of scarcely anything being done ; 
a fair bag or two was got out of the Witham on the 3rd and 4th inst., but they 
The Trent behaved very badly to rodsters, 
nobody, as far as I could learn had anything worth the candle; prospects, as 
far as [ can judge, are very bad for the finishing up of the season: for if the 
weather remains as at present, fishing will be a yery uncomfortable business, 
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and if the snow melts very rapidly, a flood will be the result, —The TRENT 
OTTER. 
Trent (Nottingham.) 

The season is rapidly drawing to a close, and after next Wednesday, anglers 
will have to lay aside their rods for a period of three months—thanks to Mr. 
Mundella’s Bill. During the week the weather has not been of the kindest, and 
only moderate takes have béen chronicled. |On Monday a friend of mine caught 
three very nice pike, largest 8} 1b., and several good fish were to hand from 
the Blackpool, at Weston, where otters, unfortunately, appear to be growing 
in numbers. The sooner they are destroyed the better. From the lower waters 
I learn that some chub have been caught wlth greaves and pith and brains, 
but that none of the fish exceeded 2 lb. Chub, like pike, are now full of 
spawn. On Thursday we experienced a heavy downpour of snow, and as soon 
as the river becomes impregnated, the fish will not feed.—Tum-MAN-AT-THE- 
Cuvuss. : 

Tweed and Teviot- 

Since my last notes, these rivers have been in fair angling ply, and the takes 
got must have been satisfactory to the piscators. On Wednesday week Mr. 
Usher, Gatehousecote, and Mr. Cunningham, Grahamslaw, while angling on the 
Hendersyde water, hooked several unclean fish. On Thursday last Mr. James 
Kerss secured a clean salmon of 81b., besides landing a few foul fish. Although 
the water was in fair ply on Friday, few captures were effected, On Saturday. 
the first clean fish taken from the Teviot this season was obtained 
by Mr. Geo. Allen, saddler, Kelso. The fish, which scaled 10} 1b., was in 
fine condition. The prospects of successful angling in Teviot are this season 
very encouraging, a good number of clean salmon haying been observed dis- 
porting themselves in some of the pools. On the Tweed on Saturday Mr. 
James Kerss caught one salmon while angling on the Hendersyde water, and 
on the Sprouston cast Mr. J. Wright, Sprouston, killed four fish. On the 
Ednam House water, on Friday, Mr. Drummond killed one salmon of 11 Ib., 
and on Saturday one of 8]b. On Monday nothing was got on this water; 
by yesterday Mr. Drummond killed one of 7 1b., Mr. Lillie, Linton, Burnfoot, 
angling on the Hendersyde water on Monday, killed three salmon and two 
trout; and Mr. Morton, S.S.C., Edinburgh, on the same day, took a brace of 
salmon from the Sprouston water. Yesterday, on the Hendersyde Jower water, 
Mr. J. B. Cunningham, Grahamslaw, landed three unseasonable fish, and lost 
a couple of others; while on the upper Hendersyde water. Mr. Thos. Johaston, 
wine and spirit merchant, Kelso, killed one clean fish. On the Sprouston 
water, the Rey. J. Hill Scott killed one salmon of 9} 1b. Our report from 
Coldstream is as follows: —The riveris now considerably less than last week, 
and those stations which cannot kill in a swollen water have now had fair 
takes. The English water yesterday morning had thirteen salmon, and Corn- 
hill water two salmon and three trout. The water is also now suitable for rod- 
angling. On Carham water, on Tuesday, Mr. Henderson, Shidlaw, killed a 
brace of salmon; and on Saturday the same gentleman landed four fish, the 
heaviest being 15 lb., which was a beautiful, newrun fish. On the Hendersyde 
water, on Wednesday, Mr. J. Usher, jun., Gatehousecote, Hawick, killed one 
clean salmon; and one was also captured onthe Sprouston water. We believe 
that several fish have also been got onthe Birgham water. The net-fishings 
at Berwick.—Since Friday better success has attended these fishings, the rivers 
being in good condition. In the waters leased by the Berwick Salmon 
Fisheries Company, sixty~five salmon were got on Saturday, while the average 
daily catch is about forty-five. Trout, which were scarce at the beginning, are 
increasing, and are more numerous than at this time last year. The fungoid 
disease has been nowhere disastrously prevalent, and most of the fish caught 
have been clean and in splendid condition, but none of them of large weight, 
the heaviest being 17 and 181b. Prices have fallen since Friday ; to-day 
(Thursday) they are:—Salmon, Is. 8d.; trout, 1s. 6d.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso, 
March I. 

Waterville (co. Kerry.) 

Since my last report, the following are the takes for past week :—Monday, 
two salmon, 121b. each; Tuesday, four, 9, 10, 11, and 15 1b.; Wednesday, 
one, 12 lb.; Thursday, three, 12, 12, and Iolb.; Friday, three, 12, 12, and 
11]b.; Saturday, one, 12 1b.—Total, fourteen salmon. Some killed with fly 
(claret body and mallard wings), some natural gravelling. Waters in good 
condition, and good prospects of fishing for coming week.—M. M‘ELticorr, 


. Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


The weather has been delightful in this district during the past week, 
and the river has run down to its ordinary level. Nothing has yet been done 
with fly, but last Saturday a nice dish of 9 trout, in good condition, was caught 
worm on aprivate length of water near Pool. The little early brown is now out 
on the water, and if the present weather continues, I expect to hear of some fish 
being caught through its agency.— FRANCIS M, WALBRAN. 


Witham (Boston). 

What is this I hear in Boston about the netting of roach from some of the 
drains ? Some anglers are ready to take their ‘‘davy’’ onit, and others assert 
that nets have been found, that the law is to be set in motion, and that pos- 
sibly we shall before long have a full explanation. Whatever may be amiss, 
the Royal George brotherhood on Saturday failed to find any roach in the Bare 
gate drain, though nineteen of them tried their hardest. All they could get 
was an occasional perch or an eel, and the take was the smallest on record. The 
Bargate is one of the best roach drains, and the place usually selected by 
strangers. Other drains are in the same plight it is said. Sport among pike 
has been very good, but had there been more live bait in the district, more fish 
would undoubtedly have been taken. At Bardney, Tattershall, Chapel Hill, 
and other points on the Witham pike have been taken, and some of these have 
runup to about 8lb. Mr. Somerville and a friend trying with gudgeon at Tats 
tershall, secured a basket of seven, the best being one of 71b. From some of 
the drains sizeable pike have been secured, Mr. Bottomley getting one from the 
Forty foot, 93 lb., and Mr. W. Day, one of 5 lb. A few tench have been Jaid 
hold of, Mr. Wright getting a brace at Sibsey, which weighed 4} 1b. Roach 
have been got from the Forty foot and also from the Hobhole. Since Monday 
night we have had a return of winter, with snow storms and frost. Probably 
this will see the seasonout. At all events angling will not be worth much pe- 
fore this time next week.—Tur Yettow Brtty. 


Wye and Derwent. 

The weather during the past week has been everything that the angler could 
desire, and both rivers (especially the higher lengths) have been in first-class 
order for fly-fishing, and grayling have been rising freely, and baskets up to 
6} brace per angler haye been made. ‘The fish haye been killed chiefly off the 
Chatsworth Fishery, The killing flies have been bumble, furnace, and spider 
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flies, and have been killed in the ripp'es in the streams. The Derby trout- 


killer has killed a good many trout during the week, between Darley and Mat. 
lock, and several fish have been over tlb. each. There are very few out 
bottom fishing. There have been a few pike killed by trolling, none very 
heavy. Now is a good time for fly-fishers.—G. J. EATON. 

[The above was too late for insertion last weex.—ED.] 

_Both on last Friday and Saturday sport was fairly good with the artificial 
flies on the Derwent, and baskets of graylings, up to 5 brace per angler, were 
made. The killing flies were claret, bumble, furnace, and spider flies. 
Since then we have had very severe weather. To-day (Thursday) we have had a 
rall of snow of fully 6 inches deep, which has quite put a stop to angling of 
any description. F. C, Arkwright, Esq.’s water below Crowford has been 
well patronised by pike fisherman lately, but Iam sorry to say very few pike 
have been taken, although several large ones have been seen. They seem 
dead off the feed just now. The bottom fishers, since my last report, have 
killed a fair quantity of fish, chiefly grayling and coarse fish, by the aid of the 


cockspur worms. Both the Wye and Derwent are in excellent condition for 


fly-fishing, if the weather will only take up.—G. J. EATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 
Pike fishing is again at a standstill on account of the winter weather which 
has now setin earnest; since Tuesday, snow and hail with intermittent sunshine 
have prevailed. A few friends were out the latter part of last week, but were 


rewarded with only smallcatches ; one good fish of 9} 1b. wastaken on the — 


4th inst., near Thorpe Broad, with live bait ; another party had three, two 
about 3 1b. and one about 6 Ib., but the majority of fish that have come under 
my notice this season have been exceptionally small. I intend to have another 
turn on Saturday with a friend, and trust, should better weather prevail, to have 
a good report to make of our luck. The tide is very high here, and all around 
is covered with snow. The wind N E. by E. is very keen, and a sharpish 
frost has set in ; prospects not cheerirg.—RoBrrt Mott. . 


Yore (Hawes). 
River very low and fine. Nothing done all the week. Wind North-North- 


West; snow onallthe hills. | Every prospect of the storm lasting a few more 
days, although the barometer settles a little. —J. Corry. 


. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, Partrick, roach, 4 1b. 13} oz. ; Mr. Howlett, 3 1b. 64 0z.; Mr. Harding, 
roach, 4 lb. 144 oz., perch, 80z.; Mr. Wicks, roach, 1 lb. 6 oz., Mr. Shury, 
one bream, 2 lb. 13 oz.; Mr. Carrington, chub, 1440z., roach, I lb. 2 0z.— 
J. WORLEDGE, 





. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt ft Is., 
annual subscription, from C. P. Wheatstone, Esq., President of the Stanley 
Anglers. The members of the committee will oblige by their attendance on 
Friday, March 9, when business of importance will be brought forward.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 
We had a fair show of fish on March 4 at the above society. Mr‘ Hastings, 
sen., roach ; Mr. Coughlan, rudd, Mr. Wilson, jack; and Mr, Hastings, 
jun., roach.—T.. G. WALKER. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY, 
The following members weighed in on the 4th :—Mr. Macdonald, a jack from 
Boxmoor, and Mr. Castell, perch from Bourne End. Several members yisited 
Amberley, but were unsuccessful.—CAs. 


CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The next general return visit of all angling clubs will take place on Tuesday 
next, March 13, at the Canvivial Angling Society, Bull and Bell, Ropemaker 
Street, Finsbury. ‘ 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The above society had a grand show of fish on the 4th inst., at the Crown 





Tavern, Clerkenwell Green, Mr. Senneck heading the list with a nice show of __ 


jack, weigbing 221b., the largest brace weighing t14]b.; Mr. Willcockson, 


61b. of handsome rudd; Mr. F. Long, 51b. of rudd; Messrs. Neagus and — 


Burwash, roach, from the Lea.—W. H, BuRwasu, jun., sec. 


Mar. 8. —- 
GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY: 
The members of the above society were out on the 4thinst., and were 
successful among the roach and barbel, Messrs. Lawrence, Jeffries and Holmes 
being foremost on the list. Several prizes will be fished for on March mith, in 
the Thames. 
us with a visit on Saturday or Sunday evenings at Mr. Franks, George. Hotel, 
Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park, N.—J. J. HOLMEs, sec. 


GRAFTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At a general meeting, held on Monday, the 5th inst., the secretary 
called attention to, and read the letter from, F.C. Clench, Esq., appearing in the 
Morning Advertiser of that date, Mr. W. Lill gave notice that he, on an early 
day, would move a resolution thereon. Mr. C. H. Smith weighed in 6b. 3 oz. 
of fine roach, taken by him at Twickenham.—H., J. BRADBERRY, hon. sec. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Owing to the floods, &c., our shows of fish have been very small for a con- 
siderable time, and not worth reporting. Having better shows during the past 
three weeks, I forward you particulars. 
7 1b. 11 oz., roach, Thames; Mr. Baillie, 1 roach, 1 lb. I oz., Grand Junction 
Canal; J. K. Fitch, roach, 1 1b. 7 oz.; 0. Warren, roach, 2 Ib. 9 02.3 Es 
Young, dace. Feb. 25, J. A. Fitch, jack, 1 Ib. 15 oz.; 
Major, perch; F. Watling, 8 lb. 5 oz., 1 dace, 8} oz. ; C. Warren, 3 lb. 
roach; J. K. Fitch, 3 Ib. roach; Theobald, 9 Ib. 11 oz. roach; W. 
Parkin, 6 lb. 11 oz. roach; Parrett, 1 lb. 10 oz.; Baillie, 15 1b. On Friday, 
March 2, Mr. J. A. Fitch had a fine show of roach and dace, yiz., 30 dace 
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We shall be glad to welcome any brother angler who may favour 
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Sunday, Feb, 18, Mr. F. Watling, © 


C. ‘and 1Gaw 


1 
o- 
; 


ite 





; 


Marcu 10, 1883.] THE FISHING GAZETTE. 117 





reighing 13 ¥b. II oz., 12 fish over 8 oz. each, 20 roach weighing 11 lb, 10 0z., 
od r rudd 8 oz., total 25 lb. 13 oz.; 4 of the dace are in the hands of Gibson 
yx preservation. March 4, Mr. J. A. Fitch, 3 lb. 15 oz. roach and 
ace, I dace 93 oz.; Mr. J. K. Fitch, 8 lb. 11 oz. roach, dace, and 1 chub 
Ib. 7 oz., taken on a single hair tight line; one dace weighed to oz. and 
even 3 lb. 8 0z.; Messrs. C. and J. Major, perch; P. Stammer, I chub, 1 Ib. 
3 0z.; J. Watling, 31b.7 oz. perch; W. Parkin, roach, 1 lb. 2 oz.; E, 
‘oung, Theobald and Hutchings, roach. ‘Total weight of fish up to quarterly 
ight, 755 lb. 12 oz Mr. F. C. Hatfield is greatly improving in health. A 
ymplimentary visit will be paid to him at the Star and Garter, St. Martin's 
ane, on March 2z. Further particulars will be forwarded.—J. A. Fircu, 
im.) SEC. 


GREAT YARMOUTH FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

Mr. Warner and Mr. Chapman were out with rod and line on March 5 at 
'tacey Arms, on the river Bure, and succeeded in killing several fine roach. 
“he wind being east, it was against fishing, or: they world have made a good 
asket.—T. BULLY, sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A. fair show of fish at the club room on March 4th. Some very handsome 
yach by Messrs. W. Pledgen, J. Merrick, S Cole, and others; chub by 
.. Pollard; jack by W. Hadkiss and Louis. A large female otter was shot 
y I. Badfield, lock-keeper at junction of the Stort with the Lea, last week. 
t has been seen in the locality for some time past. Several fine trout have 
een taken this last fortnight and returned to the river, some from 4 to 6 lb. 
‘eight. The annual supper will take place at the Cherry Tree, Kingsland 
toad, on Thursday evening, March 1Sth, at 8.30 sharp.—R, GHURNEY, sec. 

IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for three special prizes given by Messrs: A: Rogers, H. 
uburn, and G. Edwards, on March 4. Mr. G. Wood was first, Mr. B. Crook 
second, and Mr. W. H. Mecham third. 

; LARKHALL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The sixth smoking concert was held on Wednesday last, when, in spite of 
ie unfavourable weather, a good number of members and friends put in an 
2pearance. Some capital songs were sung by Messrs. Kite, English, Mon- 

‘ieff, Marshall, Creak, Janaway, Dutton, Jeffers, Waters, Renant, and Tedder, 
hile Mr. Burton was encored for an excellent rendering of ‘‘The Thorn,’’ 
ad in response gave ‘‘The Anchor's Weighed.’? Mr. H. Bishop, who came 
om Brighton, where he had been singing, delighted the company with his 
amorous songs, and was again and. again encored. Members are reminded 
iat on the 11th inst. there is a prize of £1 Is. for heaviest weight of chub, 
id on Wednesday, the r4thinst., there is also another prize of £1 Is. for 
saviest weight of chub.—E. M. Matterr, 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
| We have fixed our opening fishing excursion for Wednesday, the 14th inst., 
{the river Weaver, at Vale Royal, Hertford, by kind permission of Lord 
dlesmere. It is hoped that every member who possibly can will be present 
nd take part in the competition, as, should the weather and condition of water 
e favourable, fairly good sport may be expected, and both the fly-fisher and 
ait-fisher will have an equal chance of success, as there are plenty ot chub, 
yach, and dace, and a few troutin this particular part of the old river. I 
otice in the last two editions of the FisHING GAZETTE reports from two 
:sociations which have recently come into existence here. We of the parent 
3sociation wish them all the prosperity they can possibly hope for, the more 
specially asa good few of our own members haye joined for the purpose of giving 
iem a helping hand and assist them to find their feet. It would have been 
2tter, in my opinion, if one of them hid not located itself so near our head- 
aarters, but of course this is quite a matter of opinion, to which I commit 
one else. For nearly four years the Liverpool Angling Association has been 
orking hard for, and striving manfully to obtain, fishing waters for the brethren 
{the angle. We had obtained, ata high rent, a sheet of water fairly well 
-ocked with fine trout, where the fly-fishers and spinners could and can have 
iore or less sport. We were busy hunting up and on the track of other water 
yourable for the pursuit of float-fishing, and had induced, after almost two 
tars’ agitation, the Parks, &c., Committee to permit fishing in the lakes of 
\e public parks. We are favourably known far and near, and our character 
ands high, a position which I honestly hope the two new associations will 
‘rive for and obtain.—R. WooLFALL, hon. sec. 
NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Friday evening last Mr. Galloway’s complimentary dinner was held at 
e Norfolk Arms, Burwood Place, Edgware Road. About a score of friends 
ere invited, and Mr. Petchy was placed in the chair, and efficiently discharged 
s duties. Abundance of good things were provided, the cooking of which 
as pronounced excellent. Mr. Chapman expressed the great pleasure he had 
rising to propose the health of their old friend, the worthy host and giver of 
s feast. He had all the qualities of a good angler; and it might be said 
thout fear of dispute that Mr. Galloway had earned the respect and esteem of 
{who knew him. His unfailing kindness and courtesy were well known, and 
3 character for true English hearty hospitality was fairly shown that night. He 
ve ** The Health of Mr, and Mrs. Galloway,’’ which toast met with prolonged 
plause, and was given with musical honours. Mr. Galloway, who was suf- 
ing from a severe cold, sincerely thanked them, and said their smiling and 
tisfied faces were sufficient recompense for any outlay or trouble on his part. 
nusual musical talent was present, the exquisite touch and brilliant playing of 
e gentleman at the pianoforte being especially noticeable. Songs, both grave 
d gay, were given with a willingness that made the time appear very short, 
len “ singing of the National Anthem brought a most enjoyable evening to 
a close. 











NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Many members of this society have been out lately, but without success. 
jf Packman weighed in roach on the 4th inst. Members are reminded that 
2 ao for prizes at Pangbourne takes place on the 11th inst.— 
» HL, sec. 


: PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The club fished for threé handsome prizes at Ware. First won by Mr. Grist, 
e second won by Mr. G. Bartrip, the 3rd not won. Mr. G. Harris, our “ Old 
‘rch Champion,’’ had another fine show, one of them weighing 1 lb. 12 oz. 
1¢ Old Cane Rod,’? Geo. Bentley, had some roach, perch, and dace from 


one of the old swims in the Thames. Mr. Reed had jack from the River 
Wey, Mr. Packer jack from the Ouse, and Mr. Slater was once more amongst 
the bream from the Ouse.—W. ELBOURNE, sec. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

On Wednesday it was decided that the competition takes place at Brox- 
bourne, in the public water. All members to start from Liverpool-street by the 
first train on March 11th, and on reaching Broxbourne draw for the start, each 
member to have five minutes as his number is drawn to find his swim, or to ge 
to the spot he likes best.—PIXIE. 

March 8. 





SHEFFIELD ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

At the usual quarterly delegate meeting of this association, held at the Crown 
Inn, Sheffield, on Wednesday, amongst other business the adjourned meeting of 
anglers was considered. The meeting selected the 4th prox. as the likely date, 
and it was decided to have the meeting well advertised. The chairman men- 
tioned that possibly both Mr. Geen and Mr. Marston would attend, and he had 
no doubt the increased interest in the subject of pollution would cause a larger 
attendance than on the last occasion. It may be mentioned that Mr. Golt, a 
sanitary engineer, has been for months inspecting the Don Valley and district 
below Sheffield, with a view to forming a comprehensive scheme, dealing with 
the sewage of the town, which now finds its way into the river, direct and 
unfiltered. This gentleman has now his scheme pretty fully developed, and will 
lay it before the Council at their meeting next week. It is probable the scheme 
will involve the expenditure of some £130,000 to £150,090, 


SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above society met at their head-quarters, the Prince Arthur, Stamford 
Street, Blackfriars, S.E., and, despite the inclement state of the weather 
(snow, rain, and sleet falling during the evening), the members turned up in 
good force. ‘The free competition, fwhich takes place on the 11th inst., as has 
been previously published in the FISHING GAZETTE, is open to all, whether 
members of angling clubs or not ; all fish to weigh; go where you please. 
Fish to be at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, Blackfriars, S.E., by 10 
o'clock, and to remain until 10.30. First prize, £1; second, Ios. ; third, 5s. ; 
and ten free initiations to the society. The prizes will be distributed and ten 
competitors will be elected on Wednesday evening, the 14th imst., at 8.30, 
Several members were out on the 4th inst., and weighed in some good fish. 





THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Tuesday last, Dr. Theodore Cash read an extremely interesting paper on 
the ‘‘ Barbule of the Barbel.’’ The chair was taken by Dr. Brunton. Dr. 
Cash described the barbule as a very sensitive touch organ, an] illustrated his 
remarks by numerous diagrams and microscopic preparations ; a powerful array 
of microscopes was kindly provided (through Mr. Bentley) by Steward, the 
optician, of Cornhill. Dr. Cash went very fully into his subject, and conveyed 
a vast amount of original information, his investigations leading already to one 
or two important discoveries relative to the structure and use of the barbule. 
The paper was followed by a discussion, in which the chairman, Mr. Bentley, 
Captain Alfred, Mr. Crumplen, Mr. Parker, and others took part, after which, 
Dr. Cash haying replied, an exceptionally warm vote of thanks was accorded 
him for the valuable contribution, involving so much time and research, which 
he had placed at the society’s disposal that evening. The annual banquet of 
the society is now definitely fixed for Wednesday, the 18th of April, at the 
Holborn Restaurant, Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P., inthe chair. It is satis- 
factory to note that the library is steadily increasing, and that before long 
nearly all the standard works on icthyology and angling will be found in the 
catalogue, A set of volumes of the ‘‘ Field,”’ presented by Mr, Powell, Dr. 
Gunther’s work on fishes, from Mr, A. Nuthall, and two scarce editions of 
Izaac Walton, from Mr. 8. C. Bentley were among the volumes before the 
society on Tuesday last. The committee have unanimously resolved to offer 
the honorary membership to Mr, Francis Francis, and Mr. Thomas Spreckley, 
in place of Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., and Mr. Alderman Cotton, who have 
become vice-presidents of the society. Mr. A. Butler and Mr. Browne of the 
Reading and District Angling Association were present during a portion of the 
evening on Tuesday, and received a very hearty welcome.—C. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

The members of the above society fished a jack and perch fishing match, at 
the Association Water, Weybridge, on the 4th inst., for three prizes. Only one 
prize was taken, although the weather and water were all that could be desired. 
Several undersized fish were taken, but, of course, returned to their natural 
abode to grow alittle larger for next season. All members must congratulate 
Mr. G. Watts, ‘The Doctor,’’ on landing his first jack and taking the first 
prize with a fish about 2lb. Mr, J. Currans weighed in roach from the Lea. 
On the 11th inst., the members will fish a bottom-fishing match, at Brox- 
bourne, roaming in half a mile of water, for four prizes, one rod and line only, 
and no member to fish within ten yards of another. Being the week before the 
fence months, I shall expect to see a strong muster, and all try to do their best 
as true anglers. —JUMBO. 

P.S.—I would remind secretaries of angling societies to note the‘last week, 
as it is a well-known fact that the silver nook was.at work at Kingston and 
Weybridge a short time back. 

WALTONIANS. 

On Feb. 28th Mr. Watkins had a mixture of jack, roach, Perch, and dace, 
one perch weighing 1 1b. 7# 0z., and one dace 10} oz.; altogether a little over 
15 lb. Mr. Partridge weighed in jack, and Mr. Brady roach, On March 4th 
Mr. Rosser weighed in a chub 3 lb. Messrs. Skeats, R’aland and Starr also 
weighed -in. The second of a series of readings will take place at the 
Waltonian Angling Society’s club-house on Monday, March 19th. The 
subject, which will be opened by P. Geen, Esq., will be on the best means of 
uniting anglers for their mutual interests.—A. J. MARRIOTT. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

On the 4th inst. Messrs. Bayley, Beale, Burton, Cain, Delehaye Hawkridge, 
Piolaine, Quodling, &c., visited Rickmansworth to compete for Mr. La 
Fieullade’s silver watch, and Mr. Harris’sileg of mutton. Reaching the associa- 
tion water, the members were allowed to go where, and leave off, when they 
liked. The weather was delightful, and the fish seemed to have taken the 
advantage of it and gone off somewhere else ; the above named gentlemen tried 
all sorts of baits to lure them on shore, and according to some of their accounts 
there were very few to lure in that water, Some of them left off in time to 
catch an early train, and others waited till the last one, and through doing so 
got too late to weigh in what fish they did have; among those who did weigh 
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in in time was Mr. Delehaye, jun., he had some gudgeon and roach. At 10.52 
Messrs. Cain, Burton, Quodling, and several others arrived with jack, perch, 
and dace; the latter turned the scale at 8} ozs , and caused a great deal of talk 
about dark lines, large scales, dark fins, light fins, red fins, thick head, head 
level with the back, and a lot more of useful information giver by a well-known 
ornithological and piscatorial artist, just because I coincided with several gentle~ 
men by saying it wasa chub. Ifthat gentlemap would be kind enough t» 
devote a few evenings during the fence months i2 describing to the 
members and their friends the marks and the various organs of freshwater 
fish, (I feel sure that the specimens that decorate the walls of the head- 
quarters would be placed at his service), he would be doing good to the society, 
and likewise save a good many anglers complimenting their friends with fall- 
blown adjectives whenever they happened to differ in opinion as toa fish, We 
have not all had nearly 50 years experience among the birds and fishes of the 
world, and know even less about the changes that take place among fishes 
during the seasons of the year in the different waters that are around London. 
I think the gentleman could give a deal of information on the subject that 
would be useful and also instructive. In reference to the fish, Messrs. Cain and 
Bansback consulted Mr. Needham and Mr. Little, of Fetter-lane, on Monday, 
as to whether it was a dace or chub, and both gentlemen decided that it was a 
dace. A competition was to take p'ace on the 8th inst., members to go where 
they liked.—PIx1kE. 


March 8. es Ee 
WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


On March 4 Mr. Harrison showed 3 good perch from the Thames, the 
largest weighing 1 lb. 15 oz. The last match of the season, an open one, 
takes place on the 11th inst., when prizes, value over £5, will be contended 
for, when, no doubt, tracts will be made fir the favourite swims. We hope 
to report a large catch next week.—H. ADEANE. 

March 7. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





W. A. H.—We can only recommend you to try the orainary legitimate 
appliances and methods of angling, with which you are doubtless 
acquainted. If the pike have an abundance of food, easily got, you should 
spin the American spoon—give them something new—beat the reeds and 
weed beds to stir them out into the open, and then irritate them with the 
red tassel of the American spoon. Pike are horribly bad-tempered, and 
will often snap at a bait which ‘‘ wakes them up,’’ even if they are not ia 
want of food. In carp-fishing you cannot be too quiet—they only feed in 
the warmer months. Jzaak Walton’s instructions in ground baiting and 
fishing for carp are as good now as they were in his day—in fact, there are 
few improvements since, except finer tackle. Mr. J. H. Keene, in his 
“‘ Practical Angler,’’ gives some useful ‘‘ dodge:,’’ and we have published 
many descriptions of carp-fishing.—ED. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. J 
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THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL BAITS. 

S1r,—In the last issue of the FISHING GAzruTTE, Mr. Wm. King says that 
he tried Dr. Wickersheimer’s preservative fluid, and that he found it most excel- 
lent in every respect, with the exception of the methylic odour, which he thinks 
adecided deterrent in a bait for spinning, and therefore determined that it could 
not be used. 

TI am sorry to say that the esteemed Mr. Wm. King is quite wrong in the 
last respect. The methylic odour in Dr. Wickersheimer’s preservative fluid 
may not be agreeable to Mr King, but in the baits preserved with it is by no 
means so strong or offensive, as to deter or scare away the trout or other 
fish. 

My friends and I have not used any other preserving liquid for several years, 
and we have caught many hundreds of trout with minnows preserved in the 
aforesaid fluid. 

Mr. King should not pass sentence before having tried such baits on the 
river side. Lxperientradocet. 

I don’t mean to say that there should not be perhaps a much better preserve 
than Dr. Wickersheimeis’; but, till now, the latter bears the great pre-eminence, 
that it does good service in the hottest summer weather, whilst preservative 
fluids containing boracic acid or salycilic acid, &c., as the chief constituents 
will do service only in winter time, when the temperature is low, and will fail 
in hot summer time, just the time a good sure preservative is a grand desidera- 
tum.—I am, &c., EMIL WEEGER. 

Brunn, March 1. 

{Eh, Mr. King? Will your powder preserve ’em in hot weather? We 
do not know what it is made of, but being harmless, simple, and perfect at this 
time of year, we hope it will stand the test.—Ep. } 


PARAFFIN CUM RESIN DRESSED LINES—AN IMPROVEMENT 
IN THE MANIPULATION. 

S1r,—Since having had the pleasure of forwarding to you some small samples 
of such lines, I have made an improvement in the manipulation of dressing, 
which saves both time and labour, and is of an admirable result. Therefore, 
as it is perhaps of some value to some of your readers, I cannot forbear to com- 
municate it. 

The improvement consists chiefly in the simplification of the process, by the 
employment ofa wire drawing plate, instead of rubbing off the superfluous 
dressing with the hands and a wet linen rag or sponge. 

The new abbreviated manipulation runs thus :— 

Take one part of resin (by weight) and three, four, or five parts of paraffin 
according to the stiffness you intend to give the line, melt it in a pot, stir well, 
and be sure, that the tenacious resinous matter, which always sorts when 
paraffin and resin are united by melting, be carefully removed; or better, pour 
the hot liquid in another clean pot, and then immerse the line you intend to 
dress for so long a time in it as sufficient for the hot liquid to penetrate the 
line thoroughly. 

* In the meantime, take the wire drawing plate—that isa small iron or steel 


plate, with a number of small, conical, well polished holes of different size in ik 
used by goldsmiths, &c., for drawing gold, silver, or copper wire—and fix it 
in a vice. 

That done, look for your impregnated line and take it out of the hot liquid 
without pressing it in the least ; on the contrary, take care that so much as 
p 'ssible of the melted compound adheres on the line. 

In a few minutes the dressing will be cool and firm, the line stiff, and of a 
deformed knotty appearance, but don’t trouble about that. Take one end of the 
dressed line, point it, and after having chosen a hole of proper size in the draw- 
ing plate, put the end of the Ine into it, and with the aid of a pair of pincers 
draw the line through the hole, thus stripping off the superfluous dressing and 
stretching the line at the same time. 

The Jine that comes out of the drawing plate has a beautiful appearance, is 
very smooth, and quite ofa cylindrical form, which never could be attained in 
any other way, not mentioning that the rubbing down the superfluous dressing 
with the hands is somewhat tedious and connected with loss of time ; and as 
life is short, and time money, this manner of line dressing is much com- 
mendable for men of business, like line dressers, &c., without mentioning that 
the dressing itselfis a preserver and not a destroyer of silk lines. I think that 
there is no other method of dressing lines in so expedient a way. If all be 
prepared for in the short time of ten minutes, a sixty or even a hundred yard 
line can be dressed and is fit for immediate use.—I am, &c., 

EMIL WEEGER. 


Brunn in Austr’a, March 3. 


THAMES FISHERMEN PROVIDENT BENEFIT SOCIETY. 

Srr,—You and your numerous readers will be glad to hear that our scheme, 
the Thames Fishermen Provident Benefit Society, is being taken up well and 
warmly by the fishermen themselves, also by many of the chiet London and 
Thames anglers. I have been up the river myself to see some of them. Our 
committee will soon now meet, after which I will send you more particulars.— 
Iam &c., ; JAMES STARTIN. 

P.S.—I think it our duty, those of us wholove the Thames and thesport it 
gives to many of us, to wage unceasing war against our enemies (mortal) to the 
breeding of tish—the numerous swans, who gobble up the spawn wholesale 
(Francis Francis), and the smoky kettles, ‘‘ steam launches,’”’ that ‘‘do’’ the 
Thames ina day. Why cannot people be content with the rowing-boat, the 
pleasantest of all ways of seeing its beauties? These dire destructive foes, 
which whisk and wash our ‘‘babies fiom their cradles’? and frighten their 
mothers into fits!—what is the use of putting fish into the Thames whilst — 
these foes destroy them ? , 





THAMES FISHERMEN'S BENEVOLENT BENEFIT SOCIETY. 

Sir,—I am pleased at the prospect of success in starting a ‘* revival”’ of the 
Thames Fishermen’s Benevolent Benefit Society. In saying how far the future 
may be successful remains to be seen. J find I was in error in ‘ piscatorially 
pirating ’’ Mr. Francis Francis’s idea, as it appears such a scheme was thought 
of by him many years ago, although it then failed ; but I trust and believe that 
the correspondence in your valuable paper shows that both the fishermen them- 
selves, and their patrons, are willing to give the proposed society a trial. Now, 
Dr. Startin asks whether I think his outline, mentioned in the FisH1nG GAZETTE 
of February 17th, is the proper basis to commence upon ? Personally, I think 
it is, and the sooner the committee, with power to add to their number, is 
amalgamated, the better. This committee should be as powerful and repre - 
sentative as possible, and as you(Mr. Marston), Mr. Brougham, and Dr. Startin, 
and many others have expressed willingness to assist, there ought to be no 
trouble in calling a preliminary meeting. Great care should be taken to enlist 
the sympathies and active co-operation of as many of the best known anglers 
as possible. Your last number contains a letter from Mr. Wood, which clearly 
shows the necessity for such a society as suggested; but how far any instant 
action in the way of pecuniary assistance is advisable should be left to the 
committee to determine. It would bea great pity to inaugurate the project 
upon a wrong basis : the scheme is for mutual, not charitable, aid.—Cam, &c, 

A. J. Lattiz 


FENCING THE UPPER THAMES. 

S1r,—At last the floods have subsided, the river in apparent good all-round 
fishing trim, and the water well below the banks; yet last Sunday, 3rd March, 
scarcely a fish could any of the anglers get, either punt or bank. A number of 
first-rate men were out. One gentleman had been three days at Goring, and 
had to go home withouta fish ; another, out with Rush, one under-size jick 
(put back) in two days, 

‘* How do you account for it ?’’ was the question continually asked of each 
brother Bob. 

‘* Oh, it’s the steam launches spoil the river.” 

“Yes, and look at the number of anglers there are now.”” 

‘« Ah, but they don’t bring up #tany fish to London.’? 

«« While the angler’s away 
The nets have full play.’’ 

This remars called to mind a conversation at the Swan Inn, Pangbourne. 
some years azo, before the upper Thames was fenced. D.vidson (sisherman) 
said :—“ If you fence the upper Thames, you’ll get no fish.””—I am, &c 

March 6. “'G. Bae 





GRAYLING AND THE SWALE., 

S1r,—In the space of your columns for the last week or two I have noticed 
a little bit of fuss about the gtayling and the swale. The swale at the present 
time is only affected by the hush below Gunnerside beck, there being eight or 
nine miles of good trout water west of the above-mentioned place where the 
pollution first enters the river. But the question is,Could grayling live in such 
surging waters? as I can prove that minnows canuot, having tried them several 
times myself, The only kind of fish in the Upper Swale are trout, eels, loaches 
and bullheads. The first, I understand, were very numerous before the cowl net 
was introduced ; but since that murderous system of dragging the quiet pools 
during floods has been practised, the trout have gradually diminished both in 
size and quantity. What size is the legal mesh of a troutnet ? These cowl net 
workers procure the smallest they can meet with, and in no instance have any 
of them been interfered with. The proprietors say they have a perfect right to 
kill the fish any way they like, even by poison, if they confine it to their own 
waters. Isthis soPp—I am, &c., Saks R. KeEarton, 





DOVE DALE GRAYLING. 
S1r,—I am an old grayling-fisher in both Dove and Wye ; therefore, know 
the fish well, 


~ 
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I think I may venture to say that during the very many years I bave lived in 
London I have not seen a grayling in a fishmonger's shop. 

Heaps of grayling are sometimes seen about this time of year, sent, I believe, 
from Ireland, which the fishmongers call grayling. They are about 7 or 8 
inches long. 

From the very high floods when the so-called grayling were sent up I can 
hardly see how they could have been netted, and also why they should be all 
of nearly the same size.—I am, &c, BAKEWELL, 





; OVA OF SALMO FEROX. 

Sim,—Will you kindly a'low me to thank Mr T. Andrews, through your 
valuable paper, for the very kind present he has made me of 500 ova of Salmo 
ferox, which arrived safely this morning, and a nicer lot I never saw. The 
eyes of the fish are so plainly to be seen, that I fancy the time for the fish to 
burst the shells is close at hand. The ova are very clean. J have had, since 
November, about 7000 ova in boxes, but, as Mr. Andrews says, I fancy they 
were either not impregnated, or the ova was not ripe when taken from the fish. 
This is simply another illustration of the advisability of getling your articles 
from a reliable source. Again thanking Mr. Andrews,—1 am, &e., 

: SALM.O. 





ALLOTMENT OF SPACE. 

Sim,—With reference to a letter in the Gazetre of March 3 from Watson 
and Sons, we are informed that the sllotments, accompanied by plans of space, 
are by this time, with very few exceptions, al in the hands of exhibitors. No 
doubt there has been some delay, but this had its very good and solid reason 
in the efforts that had to be made to make up deficiencies in the foreign 
countries, and in various unrepresented classes, and in the necessity of reserving 
space for late comers. 

Trading exhibitors must bear in mind that the preponderating object of this 
exhibition is not commercial, but philanthropic and international, and that the 
recent adhesion of Russia, Spain, Denmark, and France have entirely disturbed 
the limits of measurement of space at the disposal of the committee, and that 
at the Jast moment. 

The inconvenience to the trade is, of course, a subject of sincere regret tn 
the committee. Work has been continued day and night to minimise this 
inconvenience, but the delay has resulted in such an important extension of the 
scope of the exhibition that it ought not to be regretted. J. W. M. 

arch 6, 








TESTIMONIAL TO F, C. CLENCH, ESQ. 


THE members of the Richmond Piscatorial Society mustered in great 
force on Tuesday evening last to do honour and tribute to their 
gallant and energetic chairman, Mr. F. C. Clench, to whom they are 
so greatly indebted for the successful position of theirclub. The first 
portion of the interesting proceedings was a complimentary dinner at 
the Station Hotel, Richmond, the chair being taken by Major Bull, 
and the vice-chair by Mr. H. Dickinson. Amongst the large and 
influential gathering there were Messrs. Thomas Spreckley, Philip 
Geen, Alfred Nuthall, John Wotton, W. H. Brougham, N. Wotton, 
H. B. Terrill, H. Taman, J. Plant, W. Cockburn, J. P. Houghton, 
Herr Honig, F. Crew, W. Johnson, &c. The dinner, provided by 
Mr. John Munro, was fully equal to the important occasion ; it was of 


_a first-rate character, and served up in capital style. This being 
. thoroughly enjoyed and completed, the second portion of the evening 


_ responded to, every eye was directed to the chairman. 


commenced, and after the usual loyal and patrivtic toasts had been 
Major Bull 
then rose, and after submitting the toast of ‘‘ Mr. F. C. Clench, the 
chairman of the Richmond Piscatorial Society,” remarked that no 
words he could utter would adequately express his feelings at that 
moment, and could but fail to realise what they all felt. In presenting 
the testimonial of an illuminated address and a magnificent silver tea 
service to Mr. Clench, he observed that that gentleman was not only 


a successful chairman but a public benefactor, 
directed tothe culture of fish as affecting the wholesome food of the 
people at large, and in promoting union among anglers; and they 
were assembled that night specially to do him honour. They must 
bear in mind that for at least sixty nights in the year he was at his 
post as their chairman, and richly did he deserve their best 
thanks. He was pleasant and genial in his m-nners—he 
possessed a good hand and a good heart—the evenings were 
made pleasant and agreeable—and as a chairman he could not 
be surpassed. ‘The articles which comprised that elegant tea- 
service were very appropriate and somewhat symbolical, There 
was in the sugar-basin the sweetness of sugar, in the cream- 
ewer the freshness of milk ; and in the teapot the strength of the tea. 
Major Ball concluded a highly and deserved eulogistic speech by 
presenting, amidst great cheering, the testimonial to Mr, Clench, 
with his hearty good wishes. Mr. Taman then read the following 
address :—‘‘ We, the undersigned members of the above society re- 
quest your acceptance of the accompanying testimonial in testimony 
of the able and efficient manner in which you have discharged the 
duties as chairman for the last two years. \Vealso gladly avail our- 
selves of this opportunity of recording the high esteem in which you 
are personally held by us, and of expressing our best wishes for the 
future health of yourself and family.” Then followed the names of fifty- 
three subscribers. The toast was drank with loud applause, and Mr. 
Clench, on rising, received a perfect ovation, which for some moments 
completely overpowered his feelings. On recovering in some mea- 
sure, he said he was utterly unworthy of so splendid a testimonial: all 
he wished for and desired was to live in their remembrance. In the 
discharge of his duties he had alone the success of the society at 
heart—always to meet them on neutral grounds, to promote their 
harmony, and to cement many friendships. In all this he had been 
well supported by the members, and there was no appeal he had 
made to them for any good object but had been liberally responded 
to by them, The Richmond Piscatorial Society was his first con- 
sideration, and in accepting this kind and undeserved expression of 
regard, he could assure them it would give great pleasure to his wife, 
and compensate her in some degree for the many nights he was away 
from home attending to his public duties. Mr. Clench resumed his 
scat with manifestations of applause. There were several other toasts, 
but the great feature of the evening was that of honour and compli- 
ment to Mr. Clench. The musical arrangements, under the manage- 
ment of Mr. F. Crew, are deserving of special notice. The extra- 
ordinary talents of Herr Louis Honig asa composer and pianist were 
highly appreciated, some of the songs of that gentleman’s composi-~ 
tion gave great satisfaction, and combined, in a great measure, to 
add to the enjoyment of a very pleasant and happy meeting. Very 
great credit is also due to Mr. J. Plant, who acted as hon. secretary 
to the testimonial committee, in seating the guests and general atten- 
tion to the visitors. 


His efforts were 


re 





Mr. T. R. SACHS, of the Piscatorial Society, with Mr. Crumplen, 
hon. sec. of the Gresham Angling Society, being on the sub- 
committee of the Great International Fisheries Exhibition for loan 
collections of freshwater fish (stuffed or preserved), for the angling 
societies and others, is also elected with Mr. Crumplen a member of 
the general committee of the Exhibition. Mr. Sachs was a member 
wite Mr, Frink Buckland of the committee of the Great Fisheries 
Exhibition, at South Kensington, in 1873, for which duty he received a 
gold medal. Also, under the auspices of our late lamented friend, 
one of the promoters of the Aquarium Fisheries Exhibition, in 1877, 
for which service and his exhibit of stuffed fish he was awarded a 
silver medal, 


———— es 








AMERICAN ORGANS 


FOR THE 
CHURCH, CHAPEL, SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
OR HOME. 


J- COWLEY AND COS 
FAMOUS ORGANS are Superior to alt Others. 





Srectat— One and Two Manual Pedal Organs. Illustrated 
List, with latest Press opinions, post tree. 





European Office: 21. PRINCE’S DOCK ST... HULL. 


The 0:D DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 








July 16, 1864, 


CG: OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 


Beek and NEURALGIA. 





ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

Pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s. to rss. ; Goldfinches, bull- 
inches, Siskins, Linnets; best working Ferrets in England, 
4s. and 5s. each ; tame Kabbits, s., rs. 6d., 2s., 2s. 6d. each. 


ise ft eh ? wick. 
R. ¥ COLLIS BROWNE’S pL Severin Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwic 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few dcses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, beating the words ‘ Dr. 
Collis B owne’s Chlorodyne.’’ 
Vice-Chan ellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 





BELGIAN PIGEONS. 

HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresh 
imported, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 

12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, 11s. od. ; strong Belgian 
Blues, 11s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, 
14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 
colour, ISs. per dozen. Packages returnabie 
P.O.O.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 


See derision of 


Grand | SARSAPARILLA. 


In Bottles of all Chemists, 


Spring | At 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d, 7s, 6d, & 11s, 


Drpot— 


Medicine. | 131, FLEET STREET, Ec. 


: 





¥ ‘ FOR SALE. 
| VA and FRY of Gellaroo Trout. A speciality, Also 
: Fario Fontinalis, Grayling, &c, Hatching apparatus 
| provided cn any scale or system. 





_ Address—ManaczR, Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent, 


* 


From W. C. Witkrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— : 

*T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.’’ 

Sold in bottles, :s, r4d., 2s. 9d,, and qs. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 


Sole Manufacturer, J. T. LAVKNPORT, 33, Great 
Rezsseil Street, W.C. 
ROUT FRY.—The Saltaire Angling 
Association has a choice lot of Ova (Salmo 
Ferox), also some Brook Trout Ova (Salmo Fario), 
from fish of large size. The prize for Fry will be 
£2 per 1000. Early application should be made to 
GxorcE H. Borron, Secretary, Saltaire, Yorks. 


MPROVED FAKM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b»rns, &c, _English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editcr, Fishtne Gazerrx, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.G, 








ington, Hull. 


The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTKE SECONDS. SLOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. by moving small catchat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemen\s, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Forwarded free, 


The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Hanule, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screws 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and I'weezers, 
All warranted of finest quality. Price 7s, 6d, Forwarded 
tree, 











FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hass>cks, Sussex. (Estab. 1870.) 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously and Skilfully Adminisered. 


Dear 51r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives.—Y ours truly, Jno. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr, H, S. Park, 


H. 8S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Deak Srr,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHEUMATISM. 


suffering acutely for weeks from this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Frevx, THompson, auctioneer, 


H. &. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER 


Dear Sir,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne!ic Appliances.—Yours very truly, 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


MAGNELISM, 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Juns, 1832, 


St, Ann’s Place, Manchester. 
I had been 


give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, 1880. 
J. MANcHESTER. 


H.§, Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘* Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis,—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthma, Bron- 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength_—H. S. PARK, 60A, Market Street, Manchester. 





HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS. 


ISHINt;r IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ley, or other rivers in the North- and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 


medium of the 
Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which bas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 


hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.’’— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
‘« The best in the West of England.”’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff_—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successcr to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Maker, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland. 


P.S.—24 different pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad. Guaranteed to kill on anyriver or lake, if 
suited to size of water. One trial of these flies solicited. 
Send for three thunder and lightning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep fiies. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 


VER Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ven- 
nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Mountain Air. 
Turkish, Russian, &c,, Baths, ’Bus to every Train. Shel- 
tered from East Winds. Terms, per day, from 8s. 6d.; per 
week, £2 12s. 6d,—CALLANDER Hypropatuic, Callander, 
Perthshire, 


CORWEN, NORTH WALES, 
TO ANGLERS, 

HE river Dee, so justly celebrated for its Salmon, Trout, 
and Grayling Fishing, is NOW OPEN for ANGLING, 
First-class accommodation in town and neighbourhood, 
Visitors will find it a delightful fishing retreat, For rules 
and other particulars address enclosing stamped addressed 
envelope, Jamgs Davies, Secretary, Fishing Association, 
Corwen, North Wales. N.B.—Preserve extends over twelve 
miles, and preserved over twenty-six years, Tickets sold at 

Mr. Joun Hucues, Eagles Hotel, Corwen, 


























. FISHERY. 


RINGWOO 


SALMON!! SALMON!!! 


SEVEN MILES ON THE AVON, 

Daily Tickets, Five Shillings. Fishing Tickets are issued 
only from the Wnitzr Harr Hore upcen personal 
application only. First-class accommodation for Families, 
Private, Dining and Breaktast rooms. Address— 


Tus MANAGER, 
WHITE HART HOTEL, RINGWOOD, HANTS. 


SALMON ! 


N.B.—No Tickets are issued at or to any other Hotel for 
these waters, the right being strictly reserved fur the White 
Hart Hotel. Hurdle, fisherman. 

By Order, JOHN MOURANT, Esq. 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 








FISHING ON THE RIVER LYN. 


About twenty miles of the BEST TROUT, SALMON, 
and PEEL FISHING in the North of Devon; commencing 
bythe sea on the East Lyn, taking inthe BRENDON and 
BADGWORTHY Streams. Fishing commenced on the 
1st of March. 





All Particulars can be obtained by application to 


MR. BEVAN, 
LYNDALE HOTEL, LYNMOUTH. 
The Sole Lessee! 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET.—BARLE 
TROUT FISHING. 


A PORTION of this river above Dulverton, three anda 

half miles on one side and _ three miles on the other, is 
being preserved. Tickets, daily, 1s.; weekly, 2s. 6d.; 
yearly, 10s. ; to be obtained at the Post Office and the Lion 
and Lamb Hotels, 

The undersigned will be glad to furnish any information. 
Excellent accommodation at the hotels and private houses. 
The Retreat, Dulverion, G.S, JELLIcoz, sec. 

March, 1883. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), 1s. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Sv-eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


f2O5eL AQUARILUM.—Open 12.0 noon, 
Close at 11.30.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY. 


Mornina. 

2.30 Krao, the Missing Link. 

3.15 OrchestralSelection, | . 

3.30 Grand Variety Entertainment, including Conrades, 
(Champion Acrobats), Serena (Contortionist), Mdlle, 
Nicolo, Ollive and Gerrardes, American Fantoccini,Mons, 
Bushnell and Ketty Thomas, Edgeio, Nino, (Amazon 


Queen), &c, 
Eveninac. 


The Silbon Troupe. 
Krao (special), 
The Beckwith Family. 
Organ Recital. 
Krao’s Reception, 
Orchestral Selection, 
Variety Show, 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. « 
The Beckwith Family, 
Continued Variety Show. ~ ‘ 
The Silbon Troupe, 
Admission ONE SHILLING, 











5.0 

5.20 
5.30 
6.0 

759 
8.15 
8.30 
9-20 
9.30 


9.45 
10-45, 





MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 4os, 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 2os. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various), Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWs, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 








S. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 


27, RUSSELL STREET, 
COVENT GARDEN, 
Next door to the Albion Hotel. 





SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. 





Rods Repaired on the Premises. a 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MTtNNOW, WORM, &c. 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 


130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s, 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 
FISHING. 


“ Trout-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry or. 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North. But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News, 

“‘It is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods of fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thoroughly worth a shilling,’”’—Fisuinc GazeTrE. 

‘The desiga of this handy book is to give anglers an in« 
Sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing, [he instructions — 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal, 

“The manua:, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra~ _ 
ternity.”—City Press. 

“The author is a trout-Gsher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, _ 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
cvymplete one in every respect, and he who aims at anythin 
like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout should 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, ‘ 
Ford’s valuable treatise.””—Louth Advertiser. 

‘The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard ; 
words, and furnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.””—Exeter Flying Post 

“¢ Invaluable in trout-angling.”—Bell’s Life, 

** Mr. Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting | 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are given — 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties. Fishing 
with both the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areall touched upon, and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman. ‘The work also contains an elaborate 
list of flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”,—Land and Water. . 

‘* This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal ina smalispace. We find a list of 130 trout- 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal — 
of entomological information highly important to the trout- 
fisher.’”’— Yorkshire Gazette. 

‘« The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 
tbhusiastic trout-fisher, In addition to a list of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressing 
them, Mr. Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months. <A large proportion of the flies are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers,’’—Hradford Observer, ‘ 

‘* Anglers will find this an enthusiastic little handbook by a __ 
devoted adhzrent. For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout ~ fishing has been his most. agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex~ 
perience for the benefit of others, The directions are clear 
and erplidivand wi.l be found of the greatest service.”— 
Daily Chioaicle, 
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FLY-FISHING ON SOME OF THE SOUTHERN 
CHALK STREAMS. 
~ By H. S, Hatt. 
(Continued from page 111.) 


Part II. 


‘‘Behoves you then, to ply your finest art.’” 


S° far I have dealt only with the broad general principles of 

chalk-stream fishing. I now proceed to enter a little into 
the minutize of the system. I have mentioned how wonderfully 
prolific in insect life these rivers are, but, besides the numberless 
flies which come under the angler’s notice, there is always an 
abundant store of larves, shrimps, water snails, and other food to 
be found among the weeds, to say nothing of minnows and small 
fry on the gravelly shallows. So that, with a large choice in their 
feeding, the fish soon wax fat, strong, and lusty, and, while a 
trout in a moorland stream has to be on the look-out all day long 
for anything edible which comes within his ken, and, even then, 
has hard work at times to keep himself in respectable condition, 
a chalk-stream fish is always picksome and hard to please, and 
will only take fly when the naturals are sailing down in goodly 
numbers. At other times he is either sheltering under the weeds, 
or else busy with bottom or mid-water food. This is obviously 
the reason why fly-fishing for chance fish is so seldom productive 
of sport in the”streams I am describing. But when there is a 
heavy rise, and every trout is busily engaged in taking flies 


(not larvse), it will be noticed that the fish take up a favourable 


position just beneath the surface of the stream, and feed steadily 
and persistently in the most quiet and deliberate manner possible. 
A movement of a few inches, a careful scrutiny, and a gentle un- 
obtrusive suck describes exactly the usual manner in which a 
chalk-stream trout takes his surface food. It is quite unlike the 
rush and the splash with which a Scotch or Devonshire trout 
leaves the shelter of a submerged rock to secure the passing fly, 
and everything combines to make it difficult for the angler to 
keep out of sight as well as to put the fly over the fish in an 
effective and natural manner. Seeing the difficulties I had to 
contend against, it soon became my special pleasure to spend 
time and trouble in tying very neat and delicate imitations of the 
natural insects. But the constant whipping necessary in dry-fly 
fishing frequently cracks the gut at the head of the fly and makes 
it untrustworthy. Many a time have I known a stubborn fish resist 
ali my efforts until the gut has ‘‘ necked off,” and then, of course, 
he would rise to the fly boldly, and keep it, while I was left 
lamenting the loss of my chef d’wuvre. I was always being 
reminded of the Scotchman caricatured in Punch some years ago, 
and to this day there is one class of flies which I call my “ twa- 
and-saxpennies.”* It was then that my acquaintance with Mr. 
Aldam and his book first led to the notion of eyed hooks. How 
I followed up the original idea has been fully described in the 
Field of July 3rd, 1880, and to this account I must refer any 
angler interested in the question. I merely take this opportunity 
of saying I have never, either then or since, claimed any inven- 
tion in this business. I have freely made use of advice and sug- 
gestions from many experienccd amateurs, and, if the hooks are 
sold by my name, it is only because the makers have received all 
their instructions from me, and all the trouble and expense con- 
nected with trial of different shapes and patterns has been under- 
taken by myself. This is not the place to enter fully into a 
minute discussion about the merits of any particular class of 


hooks, but, by a happy combination of circumstances, the eyed 


j 


hooks now sold by Messrs. Hutchinson and Son are peculiarly 
suited for fishing with a dry fly, and I now find that even as much 
as half an hour spent over an extra choice “ twa-and-saxpenny ” 
is by no means labour wasted, for a delicate fly on fine gut is no 
longer subject to the risk I had to put up with before I got eyed 
hooks made to my liking. 

It is not generally known how much depends on the eye being 
neatly turned and finished ; a faulty eye will cut the gut and cause 
endless disappointments, so I warn anglers against cheap and 
inferior imitations. I have thousands of patterns by me now 
which are finally discarded because experience has shown that 


~~ 





* This was written before my letter which appeared in the Fisuine Gazgrre, 
of March 3rd. The flies here alluded to are described in that letter as 
‘¢ detached bodied flies.” bP ce ae 
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the eye is made on a faulty principle; but some of my recent 
patterns have been so well made, that I have been able to use a 
big 14-foot rod in a rough wind and whip atiny midge for an 
hour or more without any risk to the fine gut. All chalk-stream 
fishers will admit that this is avery great point gained, and I 
therefore hope I may be pardoned for making this digression 
about hooks. 

To return to our rising trout. From what I have said already, 
I think it will be generally admitted that the entomologist will 
always have some advantage over the man who knows nothing 
and cares nothing about the natural history of the flies on the 
water. To use an olive dun, or iron blue, when the fish are 
taking a black gnat, or an alder, is to make your fishing a certain 
failure, though, on the other hand, the greater the angler’s expe- 
rience the more readily will he confess that at times all his skill 
and entomological knowledge seem of no avail. At the best of 
times chalk-stream trout are not creeled by the dozen, and any- 
one who has followed me thus far must see that a fish which is 
picking and choosing only a few of the many flies which sail 
cockily over him will never be enticed to his doom by an unskilful 
imitation which cannot be persuaded to float with any resem- 
blance to the natural insects. .Therefore, it is essential, first of 
all, for the angler to get the right fly, and then to use some 
judgment in the selection of the water he fishes. Rapid streams, 
where the surface current is constantly -changing, are always 
difficult to fish with a dry fly ; but, after a few days’ acquaintance 
with a new river, an experienced angler will know exactly what 
water it is worth his while to stop over, and he will not waste 
time over streams where every cast is sure to drag, or where the 
light is so bad that he cannot see his floating fly. 

Beginners often find it difficult to ‘“‘spot the rise,” especially 
when they happen to be wading up stream. The rise itself isa 
very unobtrusive affair, but it comes circling down on the stream 
in widening rings, and the exact position of the fish is easily 
missed, When a fish first comes on to rise, it is always well to watch 
him take three or four flies before making a cast. This not only 
gives the fish a little confidence in his feeding, but it enables one to 
put the first fly over him with some degree of precision. Some 
fish take a fy and move on a yard or two, then take another fly, 
and so on. ‘These “ travellers” are very difficult to kill, as it is 
almost impossible to judge the distance accurately. If by a 
lucky shot the fly is pitched neatly just a few inches ahead of the 
fish’s nose, a bold rise sometimes follows; but such cases must 
generally be looked upon as flukes, and a travelling fish is oftener 
than not a restless beast—hardly ‘worth the angler’s attention. If, 
however, he be allowed to continue his journey, it will often be 
found that, after moving up stream twenty or thirty yards, he gets 
into position and settles down to feed quietly, and may probably 
be induced to enter into negotiations with the angler, who has 
followed at a respectful distance. 

But, if the ‘travellers’? are a nuisance and a trial to one’s 
temper, there are other fish which are always to be found rising 
in the same spot day after day—perhaps at the tail of some weed, 
or close under an overhanging bank, or, oftener still, close to 
the edge of some accumulated sticks and rubbish clinging round 
the submerged trunk of an old willow. Very cunning are these 
old stay-at-homes, but they always have a peculiar fascination for 
me. I look out specially for them, and take more pleasure in 
the capture of one such fish than in basketing half-a-dozen which 
tise openly in mid-stream. They are nearly always good fish—the 
best fish in the neighbourhood probably, and frequently they rise 
steadily when no other fish are on the move atall. Every fly that 
comes down comes in exactly the same way, hugging the bank, 
bumping along the edge of the floating rubbish till it reaches a 
certain invariable spot, when it disappears in a scarcely per- 
ceptible bubble, which is frequently unnoticed by the inexperienced 
eye. It often happens that a fish like this has a feeding spot so 
admirably chosen that the artificial fly can hardly be put over him 
in a natural way; so he goes on from day to day, undisturbed by 
storm or flood, feeding boldly in fancied security on every insect 
the stream brings down. But if the task of securing a fish be 
difficult, there is this to encourage the persevering angler: in the 
first place, as a rule, nothing edible is allowed to pass; and 
secondly, an artificial fly is so rarely seen in such a place, that the 
very first good cast which floats naturally without a drag is ex- 
tremely likely to be effective. 

To succeed in the cases I am describing, a little preliminary 
reconnaissance is often invaluable, as the following incident will 
show. : 

I was fishing last August on a stream where trout are scarce 
and very shy. My friend, L——, who was with me, at first had 
very bad luck, owing to his entire ignorance of the dry fly business, 
Although he had a good store of suitable flies, his Devonshire ex- 
perience proved of no avail, for the fish would have a floating fly, 
and would not go an inch out of their way for it. However, I 


} initiated him in the new system, and had the satisfaction of seeing 
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him kill the first fish he fairly tried in less than half-a-dozen casts. 
It was a nice lively fish of 1}1b., and L—— was a convert Irom 
that moment. 
above and close to the trunk of a willow whose boughs hung 
drooping in mid-stream a yard or two lower down. I made sure 
it was an extra good fish, and determined to secure him, but, on 
trial, it proved about as awkward a place for a neat cast as it was 
possible to find. Even if the attempt was pretty good, the line 
was almost sure to catch one of the boughs as the fly was reco- 
vered for another throw. Then the boughs prevented a proper 
up-stream cast, and the fish was so shy that he shut up rising 
directly one of us knelt down on the bank opposite. However, I 
was bent on having him, and one morning, with great trouble 
and some risk of a ducking, I managed to reach the obtrusive 
boughs, and, by lopping off some and twisting others out of the 
way, I left the coast pretty clear for a future attack. For two or 
three days neither of us fished that part of the river again, but 
on August oth I went three miles up stream to meet a friend who 
had come over for the day, leaving L—— in undisturbed posses- 
sion of the lower water. As he sauntered along, under a blazing 
mid-day sun, he came up to the hole under the willow, and found 
our fat friend rising asusual. But his position was no longer im- 
pregnable. L quickly perceived this, and knelt down among 
the rushes, a dozen yards below, to take a careful survey of the 
situation. A couple of trial casts sufficed to get the correct dis- 
tance, and then the fly came sailing down as no other artificial fly 
had ever done in that place. In another minute, I. was in- 
dulging ina hop, skip, and jump along the bank, and the fish was 
rushing wildly about, wondering at the peppery nature of flies with 
a curly blue tail. But once below his favourite haunt, he speedily 
loses his head, and then his life, and L for the first time in his 
life is enabled to enjoy the satisfaction of “‘ foxing a great trout,” as 
Kingsley used to say. It was a beautiful, shapely fish of 21 1b., 
and it was laid out imposingly for my inspection when I returned in 
the evening. Was I mortified or jealous at the capture of my pet 
fish? Well, I really think I might have been, under the circum- 
stances, but I entered so fully into L *s description of the 
incident, and his evident pleasure at his growing success was so 
great, that there was no room for envy. Moreover, there was a 
goodly show of grayling in my creel, and, although there was no 
two-pounder among them, I was weil satisfied with my day’s sport, 
and it was a pleasure in itself to find in L a disciple so apt 
and appreciative. In a very few days he had so far progressed 
towards proficiency, that one morning, while the same semi- 
tropical weather prevailed, he stalked three trout within a 
hundred yards of his former exploit, and got them all. They 
weighed 1 1b. 14 0z-, 1 1b. 12 0z., and 1 1b. 2 0z., and in such ex- 
ceptionally biight, hot weather, it was a feat any angler might 
have been proud of. 

Sometimes on reaching the river-side the angler will find the 
water all in a turmoil with feeding fish. At first sight it appears 
as if the trout had forsaken their quiet, cautious habits, and were 
rushing wildly about from side to side, taking a fly here, another 
there, and so on, never wandering more than a yard or two, but 
restlessly bulging and splashing from side to side. It looks as if 
such fish were mad for any fly that was offered ; but it is not so at 
all. They are feeding on the larvee as they rise from the bottom, 
and will probably have nothing to say to the angler’s choicest fly. 
The fish seem to know instinctively that, if they are not very 
quick when the larva rises to the surface, the fly will immediately 
emerge and take wing, leaving nothing behind but an empty case, 
and hence those violent rushes from side to side. Many atime 
have I been utterly baffled by these “ bulgers,’’ and I think many 
anglers will agree with me that it is generally most difficult to 
make a bag when the trout are all feeding on larvee and paying no 
attention to flies. To nip the wings off the fly and fish wet will 
occasionallysucceed ; but the larva of a dun, it must be remem- 
bered, isnot in the least like one of our hackle flies, and, though 
these answer wellenough in rapid stickles, they won’t pass 
muster as correct imitations of rising larve in water which is 
comparatively stilland unbroken. Perhaps the best general plan 
to adopt in a case like this is to choose some rather bright, attrac- 
tive fly, and keep whipping over the feeding fish. A medium- 
sized ‘* Wickham’s fancy ” is as good as anything for this purpose, 
as it floats well, and is pretty sure to attract the trout’s wandering 
eye sooneror later. Indeed, the Wickham sometimes does 
wonders, and it is always worth a trial when other flies fail. For 
grayling it is one of the very best fancy flies that can possibly be 
used, and I should never consider myself properly equipped with- 
out at least two sizes of this fly. 

Some people seem to think that when they have spotted a big 
fish, the proper thing is to stick to him until they kill him or put 
him down. But when the fish are shy this is sometimes a very 
mistaken practice. Ifthe fly is fairly put several times over a 
rising fish, and it floats naturally without dragging, and the fish 
makes no response, try him with another pattern; but if he rises 

















A few days after, I spotted a trout rising just_ 


and refuses, leave him altogether undisturbed for a quarter of an 
hour at least, and don’t try him with anything until you see him 
feeding, then come cautiously and try a new fly. If this does not 
succeed, give him another rest, and so on. There is no rule, 
however, without an exception, and I remember one instance 
where an angler at Winchester spent a whole summer morning 
over a 13 lb. trout, and killed him at last with a small “ governor,” 
after having tried thirteen different flies. It was, probably, some 
such incident as this that suggested Thomson’s description of 
“the monarch of the brook”’ :— 


‘‘Long time he, following cautious, scans the fly, 
And oft attempts to seize it, but as oft 
The dimpled water speaks his jealous fear ; 
At last, while haply o’er the shaded sun 
Passes a cloud, he desperate takes the death.” 


One more special feature of the chalk-streams must be men- 
tioned before I conclude. On many rivers fly-fishing in the day- 
time may be said to be practically over by the middle of June, 
and anglers who wish to make a bag have to resort to the worm 
on Stewart tackle when the water is low and bright, and the 
minnow when it is clearing after a flood. On the best Southern 
waters nothing but fly is allowed at any season, and the angler 
who cannot use the fly with success must confess himself beaten. 
But if he is not quite a novice, and can fish the dry fly fairly well, 
there is always a chance of sport as long as there is a rising fish 
to be found, and it is not orten that a summer day passes without 
a good sprinkling of flies at some time or other. Of course it is 
very much more difficult to outwit a big trout on a hot, cloudless 
day than it is at the beginning of the season: the fish are not 
only in their zenith of strength and vigour, but they are far shyer 
and more difficult to approach, and with the smaller flies and 
finer tackle the risk of breakage is greater, especially when the 
weedy condition of the rivers is taken into account. But ‘‘ where 
there is no difficulty, there is no credit,” and with the wider 
scope for skilful manipulation there is additional pleasure and 
zest in the sport. Some of the very best sport I have ever had 
has been under a blazing sun in August on a strange river, though, 
asa rule, the fish do not rise well anywhere when the sun is most 
powerful. Still, it is not at all uncommon to have a heavy rise 
from ten to one o’clock, or thereabouts ; and anglers who keep 
well out of sight, fishing up stream with very fine tackle, fre- 
quently get excellent sport where a bungler would scare every fish 
he cast over. At such times it is almost impossible to get 
within casting distance of a good fish if the angler stands erect 
on the bank; and as I am constantly crouching and crawling, I 
find it a very good plan to have my wading stockings made with 
an extra thickness at the knees. I s'rongly recommend others 
to try it ifthey have not already taken the hint given in the Pie/d 
two years ago. 

Aftera very hot summer’s day the evening fishing is generally 
very good, and, where it can be managed, a good programme for 
the day may be made as follows :—Get to the riverside about ten 
o’clock, not later; fish on till one or two, then home again for 
rest and refreshment, and be back by the river at some time 
between 5.30 and 7 o'clock. In August the rise will not fairly 
begin before seven, but during the last half of September it will 
be earlier by an hour or more, and, as a rule, sport may be ex- 
pected as !ong as the angler can see to manage his fly. This is 
called the ‘‘ small fly rise,” and the fish are feeding on delicate 
duns and spinners which at times come out in countless thousands 
just before sunset. ‘The rise generally ceases very suddenly, and 
then if the angler care to do so, and the rules of the water permit 
it, he may stroll about in the twilight and smoke his pipe for half- 
an-hour until an occasional “‘plop”’ is heard, and then as the 
moon gets up he will again see the fish feeding ravenously and 
boldly. This is the “ big fly rise,” and the flies the fish are now 
busy about are the large brown phryganideo—sedge, cinnamon, 
or fetid brown, commonly called ‘big sedge.” Though they 
differ a good deal in colour, they all belong to the same class, and 
are fat, toothsome morsels, nearly an inch Icng. The angler 
should then put on a stouter collar and two flies, one of the big 
sedge species, and a medium-sized ‘coazchman,” and with these 
he fishes with ashort line (across and down-stream generally), 
and if he has any luck he may meet witha brace of sockdollagers 
before he goes home. 

When the moon is full and on the opposite side of the river 
to the angler, very pretty and exciting sport may sometimes be 
had, for the light on the water makes the rises plainly visible, 
and the dry fly can be used with most deadly effect, just as inthe — 
daytime. Big fish, that never feed on fly at other times, fre- 
quently come out at night, and racing up and down-stream with 
a heavy, acrobatic fish by moonlight is very exciting work. I have 
killed fish occasionally when it has been pitch dark, and I have 
only beenable to find a fish by the sound of the rise ; but it is 
uncanny work fishing alone on a dark night, and I rarely stop out 
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late when there is no moon. Still, I have killed more than one 
two-pounder in the ‘Old Barge”? at Winchester when it has 
been so dark that I could not see to net the fish at all until 
he turned over and showed his white belly. 

But I must not ramble on about night-fishing any more, for my 
paper is long enough already, and there are many waters where 
fishing after sunset is not allowed. It is only at Winchester that 
I have myself practised it, and, though it cannot be compared 
with the ortho¢ox sport with delicate flies and tackle in the day- 
time, it has some noted devotees at Winchester, who have made 
themselves famous as the captors of 5 lb. trout, which would 
probably never have fallen victims to any other style of fishing. 
Personally I have never yet killed any leviathans of this sort, but I 
have several times killed a brace of big fish—such as one doesn’t 
en get in the day-time—long after everyone else has gone 

ome. 

And now that I am prattling about Winchester experiences, if 
there are any anglers who may wish to become acquainted with 
the style of fishing I have described, I would remind them that 
there is water accessible to all, both above and below Winchester, 
and the whole of it is well stored with trout. It has recently 
changed hands, but the present lessees, Mr. Cox and Mr. Chalk- 
ley, are well known, and have the confidence of all Winchester 
anglers. 

As notices have already appeared in the ve/d and FisHinG 
GAZETTE, it will be sufficient here to say that Mr. Cox’s water is 
mainly above, and Mr. Cialkley’s entirely below, the town, and 
that both portions have advantages of their own. ‘The terms are 
very reasonable as things go, and, considering how hard it is to 
get a rod at all on a Hampshire stream without a stiff subscription, 
it is a great boon to be able to get a ticket for a week, or a month, 
as the case may be. I have fished the whole water dozens of times, 
and have had such good sport on both lengths at different times, 
that I really should not know which to recommend to a beginner, 
even if I thovght it fair to offer any such advice. I don’t recom- 
mend anyone to ‘‘ buy a pig in a poke,” but an angler who is 
contemplating a visit to Winchester for the first time should con- 
trive to run down and look at the water, have a chat with Messrs. 
Cox and Chalkley, discuss their terms, and then choose for him- 
self. If the usual stock of flies, casts, &c., is displayed, he will 
probably lighten his purse during the interview—he certainly 
might go further and fare worse. 

Lastly, let me suggest that anyone who really wants to learn 
the knack of chalk-stream fishing should not take a ticket fora 
single day. The difficulties of the Winchester fishing are generally 
acknowledged, and the art is not learnt inaday. A weekly ticket 
can be obtained on liberal terms, and, if the weather is at all genial 
and warm, there will be fish on the move in quantities which will 
astonisha stranger. If he cannot catch them, he may comfort 
himself with the reflection that there are others whocan; but if 
he have the patience, the intelligent powers of observation, and 
the sporting instincts which all true anglers should possess, he will 
probably have more satisfactory consolation in the contents of his 
own basket before his visit comes to.an end. I cannot conclude 
with any better wish than that all who make trial of Hampshire 
waters may meet with sport such as I have had myself, and 
interest and pleasure enough.to justify repeated visits year after 
year. Fie Sa Et ALt: 


Erratum.—In last week’s article, line 6 from bottom of second column, pige 
Ito, read ‘‘chortled’’ for ‘‘ chostled.’’ 








SPRING FLIES FOR TROUT—VARIOUS DRESSINGS. 
( Continued.) 


THE WATER CRICKET. (Also called Water Spider) RONALD’S 
PATTERN AND J ESCRIPTION.—‘‘ This insect lives upon small 
flies, &c., whose blood it sucks in a manner similar to that of the 
land spider. It runs upon the water, and darts upon its prey whilst 
struggling on the surface, and is one amongst the first insects which 
the trout finds there. In the hot summer months it is provided with 
wings. It may be fished with throughout this month, and the next, 
on all sorts of days, but principally when the blue dun is not very 
abundant upon the water. Imitation.—Body: Orange floss silk, tied 
on with black silk thread. Legs: Are made best of one of the two 

longest feathers of a peawit’s topping. If this cannot be easily pro- 
cured, a black cock’s hackle will answer the purpose. Either ofthese 
must be wound all downthe body, and the fibres then snipped off a 
little below the hook. The rib may be formed by means of black silk, 
and the hackle fastened under the shoulder.” 

THE Cow-DUNG FLY (LION FLY). RONALD’S PATTERN AND 
DESCRIPrION.—“ This fly is to be seen throughout the year. In the 
young state it is very abundant about the middle of March, when vast 
quantities are seen upon the water if there be a high wind. The 
colour of the male, when newly hatched, is a very briyht tawny yellow, 
that of the female a greenish brown; she is rather smaller than the 
male, is found in as great numbers on the water, and is as good a fly 
to imitate. This insect is not in full season after the end of April, 
but in very blustering days may be used all the year round. Imita- 
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tion.—Body: Yellow worsted, mohair, or camlet, mixed with a litile 
dingy brown fur from the bear, and left rather rough, spun upon light 
brown silk. Wings: Fr.m the landrail. Legs : Of a ginger-coloured 
hackle. The female is made buzz thus.—Body: Olive-coloured 
mohair, or worsted, spun on silk of the same colour. Wings and 
legs: Ofa red cock’s hackle changed to a brown colour by putting 
it into a solution of copperas.” 

THE COW-DUNG FLY. FRANCIS FRANCIS’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: 
Full and flat, of tawny orange cr wel, with a few sprigs of squirrel’s 
fur worked into the body, as it is a hairy fly. Legs: Yellowish-red 
hackle, say, from cochin china cock; some use a darker red. Wings: 
Dressed close and flat, of the lardrail, one of the lighter shade being 
chosen. It is not indispensable, but sometimes it is a useful fly.” 

[On a windy day this land fly often gets blown on to the water 
in thousands. When fishing with Mr. Francis on Loch Leven last 
spring we noticed quantities of them all over the lake, but the fish 
would not look at it for some reason —ED. ] 

THE COW-DUNG FLY. EPHEMERA’S PATTERN.—‘ Body: Yellow 
lamb’s wool, mixed with a little brown mohair. Lezs: Ginger- 
coloured hackle. Wings: From the wing-feather of a landrail, to 
lie flat on the body, and be longerthan it. To be dressed with orange 
silk.” Foster’s pattern is similar, Blaine says of this fly:—‘‘As 
they are so valuable as a standard and almost universal bait for all 
fly-taking fish, itis of importance to dress them true to colour and 
shape. The wings are very transparent, which should be carefully 
imitated by a thin, almost diaphonous feather, with a glossy reflection 
from it. The body should be rather full and rough, and of a tawny 
hue. The wings should never be upright or divided.” 

THE Cow-pUNG FLy. ‘THEAKSTON’S DRESSING.—‘ Body: 
‘*Orange silk, with gold-coloured mohair and squirrel’s fur, mixed. 
Wings: From the landrail ; yellow or amber hen hackle for legs.” 

TH& COW-DUNG FLY. OGDEN SMITH’S PATTERN.— ‘ Body: 
Yellow wool, mixed with a little dingy brown wool, well tested to- 
gether and spun on brown silk, making the body short and fall. 
Wings: From landrail’s wing-feather, set on flat. Legs: A ginger- 
coloured hackle slightly stained in copperas. To make this fly buzz- 
fashion, put a cock’s hackle, stained as above, on the same body.”’ 

THE PEACOCK FLy, oR ‘“‘ LITTLE CHAP.” RONALD’S DESCRIP- 
TION AND DRESSING.—“ This small beetle is extremely abundant on 
warm, sunny days. Its usual habit on alighting is to gather up the 
wiogs under its short wing scales (a habit lke that of the earwig, 
which flies about in autumn); but when it falls upon water, it cannot 
always succeed in doing so; then, therefore, the wings lie nearly flat 
upon its back. However fine the day may be, and however clear the 
water, some sport may still be expected with this fly until the end of 
May ; but it is most success‘ully used on a sultry, gloomy day. Imita- 
tion.—Body: Brown peacock’s herl, dressed with mulberry-coloured 
silk. Wings: The darkest part of a wing-feather of the starling. 
Legs: A hackle stained 'daik purple, appearing black when looked 
down upon, but when held up to the light having a most beautiful 
dark tortoiseshell hue.” 

PEACOCK FLY, OR ‘LITTLE CHAP,.”’—Aldam, in his splendid 
edition of ‘‘ A Quaint Treatise on Fle*sand the Art or Artyfichall Flee- 
making,” by an Old Man, ‘‘ well-known on the Derbyshire streams 
as a first-class fly-fisher a century ago,” gives the following as the 
Old Man's description :—‘‘ This is a land-bred flee, one of the beetle 
race. There are hundrel different sorts of them, but this is soposed 
to be the best. Itis bred from a grub found in the old cow-dung in 
October and Novembe:, and when wel scoured in moss she will goe 
white with a red head, and his a excellent Bate for all kinds of fish. 
The grub creeps into the earth and remaines all winter, and early the 
next year comes into a small Beetle. The top wing is of a husky 
nature, and of a fine shoining black. The under wing ofa fine darke 
blue dun-colour, the bodey of a shoining copper coulor. They are of 
long Dewration, but most to be seen in the spring—to be made from 
a dark dun hen or chicken feather from the Ruff. Some anglers 
think it better made from the long-wing feather, silk, lead colour, 
with a few laps of copper-colo::red paycock Harl for Bobey. If you 
wing it, take the quill feather from the starling, and a small Hackle 
from the Ruff for legs.”?> Mr, Aldam’s note on this fly is so compre- 
hensive that we give it in lieu of other dressings: ‘This is an ex- 
cellent killer, especially on wet and windy days, as well as bright hot 
days. Itis one of the almost innumerable beetle family which may 
be imitated by almost every shade of peacock and os rich harl, tied 
with every variety of hackle—black, dark furnace, red, and all shades 
ofduns. Out of the above combinations, substituting floss silk of 
divers colours ribbed with peacock harls for bodies, may be produced 
a somewhat fashionable series of flies used in Derbyshire, called the 
‘bumbles,’ a name I very much object to. Commend me to 
‘little chap’ with hackle at the shoulder, or a well-tied coch-y- 
bondhu, or a brilliant red cock’s hackle with bright green peacock.” 

THE GOLDEN DUN MIDGE (also called golden dun dun gnat, 
landrail, and fawn). RONALD’S PATTERN.—‘‘ Body: Olive floss 
silk, ribbed with gold twist, and tied with dun silk-thread. Wings: 
From the palest feather of a young starling. Legs: A pure 
dun hackle, wound on in front of the wings. In its larva state it 1s 
the blood-worm of anglers. On warm days great sport may be had 
with it up to the end of May.” 

SAND-FLY (also according to Mr. Sang’s capital and most useful 
‘‘ Dictionary of Trout Flies,”* called landrail and copper, little cinna- 
mon fly, sanded dun), RONALD’s DESCRIPTION. —‘‘ This fly comes 
from awater larva. It is highly extolled by Mr. Bainbridge, who 








* «© The Anglers’ Pi cket Dictionary of Trout Flies and their Synonyms.” 
By William Sang. Can be had post free for 7d. in stamps from Mr. W. 
Ward, Market Place, Barnard Castle. Every fly-fisher shoutd possess this 
useful little guide.—ED, 
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says ‘that it may be reckoned as one of the best flies for affording 
diversion which can possibly be selected, for it may be used success- 
fully at all hours of the day, from April to the end of September, and 
is equally alluring to the trout and grayling.’ (‘ Fly Fisher’s 
Guide,’ p, 143.) My own experience leads me to recommend the use 
of it during April and May, on days wher there is no abundance of 
any particular insect on the water. <A fly very like it is used in Sept- 
ember and October, called the cinnamon fly. Imitation——Body: Of 
the sandy-coloured fur from the hare’s neck, spun on silk of the same 
colour. Wings: From the landrail’s wing, madefull. Legs: From 
a light ginger feather from the neck of a hen. This fly is made buzz 
with a feather from the underside of the wing of the throstle, wound 
upon the above body.” 

THE SAND Fly. MR. FRANCIS FRANCIS’S PATTERN.—‘ Body: 
Reddish fur from a hare’s poll, mixed well with buff fur, to give it 
the sandy tinge. Legs: Hackle from buff cochinhen. Wings: Two 
scraps of starling, with two larger strips of landrail’s reddish wing 
feather over the starling. Itmuch resembles the sedge.” 

THE SAND FLy.-—-Theakston calls this the sanded dun. His 
dressing is—Body: Bright copper-coloured silk, Feathers, for wings 
and legs, from the Jandrail, throstle, or a yellow bronze brown hen, 
or the brown owl, with or without tinge of water-rat.”’ ‘hese flies 
commence hatching in April, and may be seen in the daytime until 
October; but the great muster of the duns is from five to seven in the 
afternoons and dusk in the evenings,” 

THE SAND Fly. D. FOSTER’s DREsSING.—‘ Body: Fur from 
the back of a hare’s neck, spun sparingly on pale orange silk. Legs: 
A pale, dull-coloured ginger hackle. Wings: From a landrail’s 
wing feather.” 

Hofland’s pattern is{same as Foster’s ; in fact, all the standard 
dressings of this fiy are given above. 

HOFLAND’S FANCy.—This is undoubtedly one of the best general 
fancy flies the angler can use. We have killed trout and grayling 
with it at-all parts of the season and in all parts of the country. A 
slight but useful variation, especiaily for grayling, is to put a single 
turn of silver tinsel at the end ofthe body. Here is Hofland’s own 
dressing from his work: ~- ‘‘ Body: Reddish dark-brown silk. Legs: 
Red hackle. Wings: Woodcock’s wing. Tail: Twoor three strands 
ofared hackle. Hook: No. to (ze., small)” He adds :—‘‘ This fly, 
from its having been my great favourite for many years, has, by my 
friends, been named as above; and as1am convinced of its excel- 
lenceas a general fly, 1am content to adopt it. Mr. Willingham, 
formerly of the Strand, sold great numbers of them under this name. 
1 have had sport w'th it in most parts of England, but particularly 
in the vicinity of London, in Hampsbire, and when fishing in the 
Wandle, the Colne, the Cray, or the Darenth I rarely use any other 
as end fly. I have killed trout with this fly, at Farningham, when the 
May-fly has been strong on the water, and the fish have refused any 
other that I could offer. It may be used after sunset with success 
in any part of the kingdom and in any season.” 

THE FRANCIS FLy.—This is another most capital general 
‘‘fancy’’ fly. The trout and grayling will take in all weathers, and 
often when nothing else will move them. Our impression is that it 
is taken for a beetle, or perhaps a “ blue-bottle ”—bronze-bottle would 
be a better name for many varieties of this killing fly. Here is Mr. 
Francis’s own description :—‘‘ It may seem egotism in me to place 
this fly first on my list, but since its invention, from the accounts I 
have had of its qualifications from all quarters of the globe where 
salmonidz are found, it certainly appears to have gained, as I hope, 
a wel'-earned reputation. I first found it kill well on the Welsh rivers, 
where I tested it against the far-famed coch-y-bondhu ; and in what- 
ever position it was placed, whether as. stretcher or dropper, it killed 
above three fish for one killed by the coch-y-bondhu. I therefore 
brought it into public notice, and it was greatly favourei. I tried it 
subsequently in other quarters wifh the greatest success, and since 
that time wherever I have gone I have found it an unfailing resource 
when many other favourites failed. It should be dressed, of course, 
to suit the water: small for light waters, and large for heavy waters or 
evening fishing. I have killed well with iton a No. 11 or 12 hook, 
and equally well (where it was suitable) ona 7, 8, org. The body is 
composed of copper-coloured peacock’s herl, ribbed distinctly with 
copper-red silk, Hackle: Medium blue dun. Wings: Two hackle 
points of a grizzly blue dun cock’s hackle (not a hen's) set well up. 
It is an excellent evening and night fly dressed on a No. 7 or 8 hook, 
owing to the lively and attractive play of the hackle-point wings. 
Dressed large, it kills sea-trout well. It has even slaughtered many a 
lordly salmon; while I have seen large numbers of it, dressed like 
some huge moth, sent out to India to kill mahseer amongst the 
Himalayas. An acquaintance once told me of a prodigious take of 
very big fish which he made on the Kennet with it, dressed large,” 

[Mr. Farlow, in the Strand, makes this fly to the inventor's pattern 
splendidly.—ED. ] 

THE WICKHAM’S FANCY.—Mr. Francis says:—“ This fly enjoys 
a wide reputation, and deservedly. It is one of the best general fles 
ever invented, and whenever one is at a loss what to use ona strange 
stream, trythe Wickham. Ithails from Winchester, where it kills 
more fish than almost any other fly. Body: Gold tinsel, a red hackle 
from head to tail. Two strands of same for tail, and light or dark 
starling wing for variety. Hook from 8 to 11,”’ 

[Dressed as above, and also with silver in place of gold tinsel, we 
os a this a cap‘tal grayling fly in Heretordshire and Yorkshire, 
—LD. 


ES 





AN old fisherman says that ‘love often betrays itself by tremulous 
tones, as the quivering of the float announces the bite of the fish,” 
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NOTES FROM WESTMORELAND. 
TERRIBLE FISH POISONING. 


IN the Kent, Beld, Leven, and Duddon fishery district fishing com- 
menced on Friday, 2nd inst. Our opening day was fine, too fine, in 
fact—a bright blue sky and unclouded sun. Still, a few trout were 
caught; indeed, the season may be said to have opened auspiciously. 
One angler had 5}]b. of trout, another 33 1b., and soon ; most got fish, 
and a small boy took 2 lb., in all eight or nine fish, close to the town, 
or actu: lly within the borough of Kendal, Fewer trout were tak n 


-on the Saturday ; on Monday, fewer still; and on Tuesday the east 


winds set in, and they were the coldest and sharpest I ever recollect. 
Farewell, rods, for a few days! p 

As I write (Thursday, 8th inst.), there are two inches of snow on the 
ground, a keen wind is blowing; there is more or less sunshine, and 
appearances are rather in favour of more snow than of rain. _ : 

On Windermere, the fishermen were at work, as usual, with their 
small meshed nets, raking out big and little, and the nets doing this 
continuously, even on a sheet of water as extensive as Windermere, 
must be extremely destructive. It needs not a clever man to tell that, 
while this goes on, trout or char angling on the lake cannot be wocth 
a groat. Moderate hauls were had on the first two days of the season, 
both of trout and char; but, though in fair condition, they were not a 
particularly large sample. Can any of your correspondents mention 
an instance similar to Windermere, where the trout are taken with 
nets worked as regularly, perhaps more so, than the fishermen on the 
sea-coast work theirs ? , 

In another column you have particulars of the outbreak of a disease 
amongst the perch in Killington Reservoir. 

But there is worse news than this. Another gigantic case of fish 
poisoning has occurred on the Lune, from Tebay, a junction on the 
London and North-Western Railway, for fully five miles down that 
admirable trout stream. A moveable tank, containing many tons of 
a mixture of creosote, which is used in the manufacture of railway 
‘sleepers,’ was burst open by a goods train of seven waggons 
colliding therewith. The liquid so escaped flowed into the Lune, only 
some score yards or so away, with a result which can easily be ima- 
gined. All the trout, great and small, salmon fry just hatched, and 
the still uncoated smolts, succumbed to the poison; all fish life for 
quite five miles of water, probably more, was destroyed. And this 
is about the best spawning-ground for salmon on the Lune. Careless- 
ness, gross carelessness, somewhere, for this is the second occurrence 
of the kind from the same place within five years. Of course, it is 
scarcely possible to form any calculation as to the pecuniary amount 
of the damage so done, and how it can be made good is not easy to 
divine. No doubt some steps will be taken in the matter, not only by 
the Lune Fishery Board, but by the riparian owners and the sanitary 
authorities of the district. The Lune at Tebay and belowis a favourite 
resort for trout-fishers, and they will sadly miss the excellent sport 
this portion of the stream has previously afforded. 

There is the fish disease, Saprolegnia ferar, still on the Kent. I 
took a splendid well-mended kelt, bright as silver, out of the water 
on Monday. It was 39 inches in length, and its weight in condition 
wou'd have been about 24 lb. SPRINT, 





MR. ANDERSON’S PIGEON BILL. 


HASTY LEGISLATION, 

THE key-note, which we touched. in a short arlicle—‘‘ A Word of 
Warning ’’—on this topic, in our last week’s issue, has been widely 
responded to. There is a rapidly-spreading opinion that this Bill not 
only took the public by surprise, but that many members of Parlia- 
ment were themselves carried momentarily away by the astounding 
assertions of its introducer and supporters. There was evidentty no 
organisation against it. We were ourselves assured by an eminent 
M.P., a member of the late Government, a few days previously to the 
day of the debate, that the Bill was too foolish to require serious 
opposition. For the nonce the unfounded assertions were believed in, 
and no one seemed to remember that they were but assertions, and 
nothing more. ‘There was no evidence offered, and, more strange 
still, none demanded! A pickpocket is not convicted without proof ; 
but here large numbers of honourable men were branded as sys- 
tematically and grossly cruel, without a tittle of direct evidence to 
support the accusation. Mr. Anderson’s statements were eminently 
reckless, and he could hardly expect to escape being called into 
account; yet he did escape! We stated last week, from our own 
knowledge, that his assertions generally were unfounded, and now we 
print a copy of a letter, which brings the question to a direct issue, 
and for an answer to which many sportsmen will anxiously look. All 
who have the pleasure of knowing Viscount Stormont are aware that 
he is of mature age, of calm disposition, and in all respects the 
reverse of what is called ‘‘a sporting man.” 


‘«Scone Palace, Perth, March 1o. 

“‘S1R,—In your speech last Wednesday with reference to the 
Cruelty to Animals Bill, you are reported to have said, after describing 
the alleged cruelties practised at pigeon-shooting, ‘that these prac- 
tices were not unknown at Hurlingham, and that you knew that they 
were perpetrated at the Gun Club at Notting Hill, and therefore that 
place was not worthy of Lord Westbury’s voucher.’ Now, during the 
twenty years that 1 have had the honour of being a member of the 
Gun Club I have been a very regular attendant at all the matches, 
and have given great attention to the whole of the proceedings. I 
can therefore fearlessly assert that none of these said cruelties have - 
ever been practised at the Gun Club. Whoever has been your 
informant must have been actuated either by malice or spite when he 


> 
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crammed you with these vile falsehoods, which must have led you to 
utter this atrocious calumny, and also enabled you to cast a most un- 
merited stigma upon a body of gentlemen who are as averse to any 
kind of cruelty as you yourself profess to be.—I am, sir, yours, c., 
‘STORMONT, 
‘‘ President of the Gun Club. 
‘¢ To George Anderson, Esq., M.P.” 


This letter goes to the point, and demands as direct a reply. 

That no M.P. met the member for Glasgow at once and challenged 
his utterances is, we repeat, a matter of astonishment and regret. 
When we say that there was no evidence offered, we do not forget 
the unsupported “‘letter from a lady,” or that from Sir Frederick 
Milbank, who most plainly had, through some forgetfulness, mixed 
up notorious old and disused practices (as at Hornsey Wood House, 
twenty-five years ago, when he shot his famous match with Captain 
Bateson) with the present system, in which such are not permitted, 
and even if permitted would be utterly futile. In that match old 
Barber, holding five separate cords in his hand, had only to observe 
which of two assistants put the pigeon into any one ttap to know 
whether it was a weak or a strong bird, and most undoubtedly he 
favoured Captain Bateson by giving him the former, It is worth 
mentioning that pigeon-shooting, which had somewhat fallen into 
disuse, became again fashionable solely through that match, which 
was shot in July, 1858. 

There are several points which may be mentioned in further eluci- 
dation of this matter, and we shall give them briefly, and with little 
ornocomment. The moderate and respectful petition of the Bir- 
mingham gunmakers was not once referred to. This great and, 
especially in war times, national branch of manufacture is declared in 
that petition to be threatened with something approaching destruc- 
tion if this Bill be carried. Already it was suffering to the quick through 
various causes, and now it seemed to the petitioners to be about to 
receive its quietus. 

It isforgotten that the shot pigeons are used for food, and coming into 
the market as legitimately and with as little cruelty as grouse, part- 
ridges, or pheasants. They are not domesticated birds, and are 
reared in large numbers, principally in the Netherlands and Lincoln- 
shire, in the latter their sale eking out the income of many a struggling 
farmer. The cost to the pigeon-shooters may be averaged at 2s.each 
bird ; to the contracting vesfaurateurs only 4d. It is self-evident that 
wholesome food is thus furnished ata price so low that, taking away 
the shooting, it will not pay to rear the birds at all. The sum paid 
in England for these birds may be safely estimated at £50,000 per 
annum. As notoyer one birdin roo finally escapes immediate death, 
we cannot see how the {trade in pigeons, given that the alleged 
preliminary cruelties are untrue, can be branded as worse than that of 
the general poulterer or dealer in game. 

We may be mistaken, but hazard the assertion that the love of 
shooting being irrepressible in many men, a remnant of the old hunt- 
ing instincts of mankind in primitive ages, the repression of pigeon- 

™ shooting will greatly increase poaching. Wesay ‘‘ poaching,” not 
professional ‘‘ poachers.”’ There can be much of what we once heard 
termed ‘‘legitimate poaching,” when winked at by tenant farmers. 
You cannot throw out human nature with a pitchfork, says the Latin 
adage. We have an instance of this in Belgium, where, archery 
becoming nearly obsolete through several obvious causes, pigeon- 
shooting is now largely practised in its- place. Members of Parlia- 
ment who are landed proprietors should note this. 

If betting be the basis and support of pigeon-shooting, let the 
betting be legally suppressed by all means, and then the shooting, 
will go down of itself. Letthe abuse be legislated for—not a genuine 
even if artificial, sport. : 

That our fears, as expressed last week, that we may be on the eve 
of a regular crusade against all field sports, are not visionary, let us 
remind our readers that already a clause rendering illegal ‘‘ grouse- 
shooting and rod-fishing ”’ is to be proposed as an amendment. 

Another M.P. has given notice of a Bill, or of an inquiry pre- 
liminary to a Bill, to tax grouse-moors and deer-forests. What 
other legislation is yet in embryo no one can tell. These two instances 
certainly show the false direction towards which ignorant or mistaken 
legislation points. The ignorance creates the danger. There isa gush 
of sentiment without reasoning, and no one knows where it will end. If 
the same ignorance be displayed in regard to other field sports as to 
pigeon-shooting, nothing is safe, not even angling. Hence the posi- 
tion we take—not in absolute defence of pigeon-shooting, but that it 
be not condemned unheard. This is all we seek, and what we have 
aright to demand. Let Mr. Anderson prove that his accusations 
are universally merited, and the question falls. If partially merited, 
let the punishment fall on the guilty. The lawis strong, but it should 
be discriminating.. Mr. Anderson’s position is not only illogical, 
but his proposed treatment of an alleged evil is that of an empiric, 
who would cut off an entire limb to cure a partial disease in one of its 
lesser members. 





MESSRS. GROVE, Bond Street, have made a splendid display of 
salmon this week. On Wednesday we particularly noted a noble Tay 
fish, 51 1b., and another from the Shannon, touching 43 Ib., with 
several beautiful, if smaller, specimens from the samerivers. Both 
of the large fish were males. The lesser Tay fish were literally 
blooming, irridescent as mackerel, and seemed not asif exposed for 
sale in a busy London street, but rather as newly lifted from the net 
on the breezy banks of a Scottish river. It is really a pleasure, also, 
to see such fine fish coming from Ireland, for which we wish happier 
times to come, with no lack of anglers, 
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CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


BueleDs 

READINGS in Angling Societies.—North-Western District Alliance. 
—The next reading of the above series will be delivered by Mr. P. 
Geen, President of the West Central Asscciation of London and Pro- 
vincial Angling Societies, at the Waltonian Angling Club, the Jews’ 
Harp Tavern, Redhill Street, Cumberland Market, Regent’s Park, 
N.W., a few minutes’ walk from Portland Road Station, on the 
Metropolitan Railway, at nine o’clock, on Monday evening next, 
March 19. Subject, ‘‘ The Better Organisation of the London 
Anglers.” 

The prominent position held by Mr. Geen, his strong practical 
common sense, together with what I may be allowed to term his 
purely Anglo-Saxon style of eloquence, fit him admirably to deal 
with this difficult and important question, and taken in conjunction 
with the central position of the Waltonian Angling Society, are sure 
tocommanda good audience. Remember, all anglers, whether club- 
men or otherwise, are invited and will be heartily welcomed. 

The second annual dinner of the Watford Piscatorials will take 
place at the club-house, Leathersellers’ Arms, High Street, Watford, 
on Wednesday evening, March 21, at 6.30, C. E. Fry, Esq., president, 
in the chair. A good muster of members and guests is anticipated, 
and a jolly evening is looked forward to. 

The usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association will 
take place at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, 
on Friday evening, March 16. There is alot of important business to 
be done, and it is hoped delegates will attend? 

A more disastrous season for anglers and professionals than the 
one expiring on the 14th it would be difficult to imagine. Let us hope 
that we have seen the last of these terrible floods for some time, 
and that dry, genial weather will give our fish a chance of getting 
over their family troubles quickly and successfully. 

It is not oftén one sees char on a London fishmonger’s slabs, so I 
had a good stare at a pretty little lot of these rare fish exhibited on 
Monday last at a well-known establishment near Charing Cross. 

Mr. Hoole has sent a copy of the following circular to the secretary 
of every society enrolled upon the West Central Association’s books. 
I fear many will not give him an answer, yet grumble not a little 
when the list issued does not contain the name of their society :— 


THE WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND PROVINCIAL 
ANGLING SOCIETIES, 
March 9g, 1883. 
VISITING LISTS. 

DEAR StIr,—Will you be good enough to inform me on, or before, 
the 2oth inst., if your society’s name is to be placed upon the New 
Visiting List. 

No answer from you will mean you are not desirous of receiving 
visits, therefore your name is not to be inserted. 

Yours faithfully, 
7, King’s Road, Mortlake. T. HOOLE. 


As will be seen from the reports, jack and perch figure largely 
among the fish taken during the past fortnight. {tis a great pity it 
should be so. Let us hope our much-needed amended Fresh-water 
Fisheries Act will alter all this befure next March. By the way, that 
Bill won't get passed by our merely writing, and if we really want it - 
we shall have to bestir ourselves and get it pushed forward, 

A complimentary visit will be paid the Silver Trout Angling Society, 
Star and Garter Tavern, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C., on Wednesday 
evening, March 21. 

There was an important meeting of the executive committee of the 
Fisheries Society on Monday evening, and a lot of useful business 
was done. The committee hope shortly to be able to announce the 
renting of several additional stretches of really good water. 





EASTER HoLipAy ARRANGEMENTS OF THE GREAT EASTERN 
RAILWAY.—For the accommodation of the public tickets are issued 
at the following booking-offices:—Great Eastern West End Office, 
44, Regent Street, two doors from Piccadilly Circus ; Blossom’s Inn, 
Lawrence Lane, Cheapside; 48, Lime Street, City; Spread Eagle, 
Gracechurch Street; Swan with Two Necks, Gresham Street ; Messrs. 
Cook and Son, Ludgate Circus, Fleet Street ; Messrs. Gaze and Sons, 
142, Strand; 16, Holborn; Golden Cross, Charing Cross; 70, St. 
Martin’s Lane; 28, Regent Circus, Piccadilly; Spread Eagle, Picca- 
dilly Circus ; 34, Albert Gate, Knightsbridge ; 33, High Street, Ken- 
sington ; Mr. Whiteley, Westbourne Grove ; 241, Oxford Street. For 
all stations on the Great Eastern Railway for use on forward dates. 
A special booking-office will be opened at the Liverpool Street Station 
on 19th, 2oth, 2Ist, and 22nd March for the issue of tickets for use 
from Liverpool Street Station on any day up to and including 26th 
March, 1883. For full particulars of the additional train service for 
the holidays we refer our readers to the new programme just issued by 


\ the Company. 


LARGE TAKE OF PIKE.—One of the finest shows of pike we have 
seen this season was that of H. P. Hughes, Esq., jun., last Saturday. 
Fishing with his brother, in a private lake, their united take was forty 
fish ; the largest, weighing 25 lb,, was caught on single gut, and was 
on view last Monday at Messrs. Alfred & Son’s, 20, Moorgate Street. 
In their usual sportsmanlike manner, the greater number of fish 
caught were returned to the water by Messrs. Hughes. We have 
also seen another fine specimen, weighing 22 lb,, caught at Shiplake, 
by Percy Sharp, Esq., on a gut paternoster, with one of Alfred’s 
otter-snaps. ‘The fish was 4o inches long and 20} inches in girth. 
Tom Neale, of Henley, was the puntman. 
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GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


WE learn the above is to be opened on the 12th of May by Her 
Majesty the Queen. 





NOTICE. 
Next week being Good Friday, we shall publish on Tuuisday. Atl Repor's 
must reach the Office by 9 a.m cn Thursday. 





RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, MARCH 17. 





Morning. Afternoon. 
London Bridge ie “2 Ae tele Adem eer 
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Ancholme District. 


The closing days of the coarse-fishing season have been of the very worst. 
I have not heard of a solitary angler being out, and no wonder, for we have 
had both sharp frost and heavy snow. It it one comfort to think that the 
trout-fishing will begin in the Becks as soon as the weather moderates, and, 
considering the large number of fiy that have recently been turned out, we look 
for a good time in the not very distant future—THOMAsS ForD. 


Bala Lake (North Wales) 


Fishing is bad here. Weather very cold. A few trout were caught in Bala 
Lake in February. A nice trout killedjon the Lake the other day weighed 


18} oz.,in splendid condition, 
Ballynahinch. 


We are having splendid spring weather here at present, but unfavourable for 
angling; waters getting so low, and continual north and north-east winds. 
There have only been three salmon taken this week, On the 12th Mr. T. A. 
O. Taylor one 13 1b.; same date, Mr. E. Middleton one 9 lb ; and on the 
13th Mr. Wharton, one 9} lb,—WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Chelmer and Black water. 


Iam sorty that I can give you nothing but a tad account for this, the last 
week. I went with a friend to some noted water on Monday, but the somewhat 
sudden thaw of Sunday had made the water rather thick. The wind blew 
great guns, and we had also a heavy fall of snow. My friend had one slight 
rise, and that was all. I have been again to-day, but without any success, 


‘The water was in good condition, and if possible I shall have another go to- 
morrow.—A. S. ISAAC, 
Chichester. 


f° A good grumble is a mild form of safety salve. While others grumble at 
clouded water, we are fuming at the brightness of our canal. During the past 
week but little has been done except in the way of wandering by the bankside 
watching the shoals of fish which could be plainly seen. Some few bream 
have been taken at night, but the close of the season was, as far as I can learn, 
a blank. Some private over-stocked waters are at the disposal of the members 
just to keep their handsin. I trust the bait-can will be requisitioned, and fresh 
stock added to the canal. A good lock-out will be kept for the night line 
marauders, whom it is intended to prosecute should they attempt their usual 
close-season practices. Taken for all in all, the season has been a satisfactory 
one, the number of small fry giving good promise for the future. —GEORSE F, 
SALTER. 
Coquet (Weldon-bridge)- 

The frost and snow have a sontest which shall have possession of the grouad. 
During the day the snow dies away bythe heat of the sun, Jack Frost, too, 
has possession at night. During last night the wind changed from south-west 
to north-east, and a fall of snow covered the ground 2 inches in depth and 
stopped the fishing altogether. At the time I am writing the wind has changed 
to the west, and is more settled-looking.—A. GLass. 


Derwent (Chatsworth), 

A succession of snow-storms has made fishing a dead letter. The river, not- 
withstanding the amount of snow that has fallen, is wonderfully fine and low, 
but no rise of fish whatever owing to the severe cold. I cannot hear of a sing’e 

_rod that has been out since my lastreport. Angling will now be suspended for 
afortnight, as the grayling seas.n terminates to-day (Thursday).—WHEAatT- 
SHEAF HOTreEL, 

Dove. 

There is nothing to report this weeckin the piscat ri.l way, We have had 
scarcely a rod out in the river owing to the inclemency of the weather. I never 
knew the elements so severe in March before—at least, for a number of years. 
The temperature at night has been down to 16 deg. There is a vast quantity 
of snow bothin the valleys and onthe hills, and when a thaw sets in it will no 
doubt bring ona fresh. To-day (Thursday) however, though the sunis shining 
it seems to have no power to mitigate the frost, and as the coarse fish season 


has just closed, matters for the present look very dismal indeed.—THE 
SPLODGER, 
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Eden (Carlisle). 

The rods have not had a very good time of it since my last report. Certainly 
the snow-storm we had on the night of the 7th put a stop to the summer-like 
weather which was so bad for salmon-fishing. But the hard frost every night 
has pinched up the river to summer level, and it is on'y a ‘daft ”? one that can 
be persuaded to rise at that most unnatural looking thing, a salmon fly. On 
Saturday evening Mr. J. B. Slater killed a well-grown fish of 12 lbs. On 
Monday, Sergeant Bone caught one close to Carlis'e. On Tuesday, Sir Henry 
Clavering, fishing in the Corby Castle water, landed two, and one on Wednes~ 
day. No doubt several others have been brought to ban. There is a good 
deal of disease to he seen, but still the spring fishdo not seem to be suffering 
in the same wholesale way they did in 1878, the first year of its appearance. 
There are still plenty of sound fish in all the good pools and_ streams, and the © 
next ‘‘fresh”’ should bring us some good sport.—SILVEK GREY. 


Exe and Barle. 


The water is unusually low and bright for so early in the season, and anglers 
are wishing for rain and milder weather. One rod bagged twenty-three on the 
14th iast. with blue upright and red ditto and hare’s flax, with light wing; this 
is a fair take. Until after rain no big bags can be thought of, until there i: more 
water. The rules for the water on the Barle above Dulverton are issued, and 
speaking generally they are good. 


Exe (Exeter), 

Some nice salmon have been taken by our rodsters this week, viz., by Major 
Wyatt-Edgell, Messrs. Pearson, Lee, and Baker, the first-named gentleman 
capturing a very fine fish, about 17 lb., yesterday. The pike and perch have also 
fallen victims to their"captors, Mr. M. Green banking one yesterday 3} lb , and 
in good condition. The wind has got round to the north-east again, and if it 
does not change soon the catches will, I fear, be few and far between. ‘Lhe 
brass and silver Devon baits are the successful lures for our salmoa just now.— 
J. A. KELLEY. ihe 

Exe (Tiverton). 

Kain and snow have fallen, but not enough of it {o affect the state of the 
river, which continues very low and clear. There have been two or three fair days 
this week on which the fish sported. The wind shifted to the west, which made 
it somewhat milder and brought out a few flies, those who waded having the 
advantage. Flies killing best are the iron blue, hare’s flax up-ight, and blue 
upright, all dressed small—_ Wu. MuDForD. 


Lakes of Killarney. 

Since March 7th we have had some good sport. The lakes are in good 
order at present, but we have so much of the north wind that it takes the fish 
into the deep water, and leaves the salmon spots where they usually resort. 
The nets at Muckross got 51 salmon last week; Caharnane, 23 salmon; Glens 
nets, four salmon. Rod fishing, March 6th, Tim M‘Carthy, two salmon, 
23 lb.; Robin Robert, one 10 lb. ; Maurice Gleeson, one to lb.; 6th, John Ross, 
Esq., one 11 lb ; on 7th, one Io lb. ; 8th, Tim M‘Carthy, two salmon, 253 1b. ; 
R. Hillard, one 121b.; Eugene Cournane, one salmon to Jb.; roth, Frank 
Robert, one 11 lb.; James Hayes, one 12 1b.; Tim Murphy, one 11 Jb. ; John. 
M‘Carthy, one 1olb.; 11th, Patt. Clifford, two salmon, 251b.; R. Hillard, 
one 10]b.; Tom Murphy, one 11 lb.; Tim M‘Carthy, one 12 1b.; 12th, Tim 
M‘Carthy, one 10]b.; Patt. Clifford, one 13 1b.; ‘tim Murphy, ane 9 lb.; 
James Hayes, one 114 lb.; Patt. Roberts, one 12 1b ; 13th, Eugene Cournane, 
three salmon 30 }b.; Tim M Curthy, two salmon 23 1b., with flies; Frank 
Robert, oné 11 1b.; Tim Ellet, one, 12]b.; Patt. Clifford, one 121b.; E. 
Cournane, one 141b.; with spoon bait. All the above were taken with minnow 
and spoon baits, and some with flies. This week is not very good for fly fish- 
ing, until we get a changein the wind. The weather is getting too fine for the 
nets.—TimM M‘Carruy. ji 

Lewester. 

The finish of the season came to a very tame end on Wednesday. This wa3 
partly owing to the unfavourable state of the elements, as we have been treated 
most days to a fall of snow and sharp frosts at nights, and for a few days most 
of the waters have been frozen over, with the exception of where there was a 
strong stream. A few of the more ardent anglers fished up to the last day, but 
with the exception of an odd brace or two of pike, they met with but poor 
success. Among the trout there has been nothing done, and it will be some few 
days before there is a likelihood of any good being done. .. At the time of writ- 
ing, late on Thursday night, there isa sharp frost and every appearance of 
another fall of saow.— ALERT. 

Loch Tay- 


Though the weather is still unsettled, the loch is in good ply, and fair 
sport has to be recorded. Killin reserved water: —Wednesday, last week, 
Mr. Earp, Derby, one salmon, 21 lb.; Col. Cameron, Inverailort, one 20 Ib. ; 
Thursday, Mr. Earp, three 10 lb , 16 lb., 19 lb. ; Col. Cameron, two 17 1b.,23 Ib.; 
Saturday, Mr. Earp, one 18 1b.; Col. Cameron, one 19lb.; Monday, Mr, 
Walter, Leeds, one 231b.; Mr. Anderson, Glasgow, two 20]b., 261b.; 
Killin Hotel water:—Wednesday, Mr. Dudgeon, Prestonkirk, two 13lb, 
and 17 lb. ; Thursday, General Anderson, C.B., Edinburgh, one 181b. ; Satur- 
day, Mr. White, London, one 10 Ib. ; Mr. Bayley, Manches er, one trout, 3 1b,; 
Captain Dalton, Aldershot, two 161b., 201b.; Mr. Bayley, Manchester, one 
22 lb. ; Monday, Mr. Stewart, two 261b., 281b. ; Mr. Rose, London, one 17 1b, ; 
Dr. ‘Teale, Scarborough, one 17 1b., Bridge of Lochay Hotel water :— 
Thursday, Mr. Nicholson, one 18 1b ; Friday, Dr. Gray, one 19 1b.; Mr. 
Nicholson, one 20 lb.; Mr. Haynes, one 17 lb.; Monday, Mr. P. D. Malloch, 
Perth, one 18 lb. ; Mr. D. M. Bertram, Edinburgh, two 20 lb., 24 lb. ; Wed« 
nesday, Mr. Bertram, two 21 lb, each, Ardeonaig Hotel water :—-Wednesday, 
last week, Mr. &peid, Blairgowrie, two 18 lb., 22 lb.; Wednesday, this week, 
Mr. Speid, two 17 1b., 22 lb.—J. McG. 


Lodden. 


‘* Lodden Slow,” as this river is very frequently called, of late has been like 
most other streams, particularly fast, but at last as run itself down to almost 
summer level, and a few good days among the ‘pike,’ haye been had, 
although the north wind, and frost were very piercing, which calls to remem- | 
brance the lines in Mr. G. Little's ‘* Anglers Annual,’’ ‘‘ Hurrah for weather 
fine, And sport among the pike on a frosty day.” Such has been the weather 
here. Bnt the vision and appetite of the pike have been particularly keen, 
as the following weights will testify. Nor. 213lbs. No 2. t2lbs. No 3. glbs. 
No 4. 5lbs No 5. 43lbs. No 6 and 7. 14]bs. each. Lost one, about 4lbs., atter 
munching the bait three times. These fish were taken in the mornings of 
two days between seven and twelve o’clock. Some splendid ‘‘ chub,’’ have 
also been creeled, weighing 24 and 3lbs., each, The two largest pike were 
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females, and full of ova, Ihope to send you some equally good news ere 
the season closes.—F RANK GOSDEN. 


* Lune (Carnforth). 


I cannot give you any good report of the river this week, as the weather has 
been so inclement as to prevent all sorts of ishing. The river is full of “snow 
broth.’ We had a stiff snowstorm on Tuesday night, but the powerful rays of 
the sun cleared it off on the following day. Barometer w as very high, but is 
now falling ; thermometer stood yesterday at 28 dey., but has 1isen this mom- 
ing to 45 deg.; butnow, at one p.m Thursday, there is a heavy fall of snow 
coming down. We had a lamentable accident at Ancholme on Saturday last. 
A porter, named Richard Bruaskill, was killed by an express train. The 
inquest was held at Carnforth on Mondiy. Verdict—Accidental death.— 


PiIscaTOR. 
_ Tay (Perthshire). 


Very good sport is being got on the Tay, though the weather is ungenial, 
being cold and frosty with intermittent falls of snow. Details of salmon 
angling :—Grantully water—Mr. Davidson, Edinborough, two, 17, 18 Ibe s 
Kionaird water—Mr. C. J. Lucas, and Mr. J. H. Renton, three, 16, 18, 19 lb. ; 
Dalguise water—Mr. J. Scotland, three, 18, 18, 25 lb., Athole Arms Hotel 
water—Mr. Harris Edinborough, two, 14, 17 1b. ; Meiklour water—Mr. Brad- 
bury, Scarborough, one, 20 Ib. ; Pitcastle water, Mr. Guthrie Lornie, three, 
15, 24, 31 lb.; Thistle Bridge water—Sir William Elliott, Bart., three, 159 153 
20 !b.; Burnmouth water—Messrs. Hall and Pople, two, 10, 18 Ib. ; Stanley 
water, Col. Sandeman, one, 29 lb.; Redgorton water—Mr, Montague Mac- 
donald, younger, of St. Martins, five, 12, 13, 20, 24, 25 1h.; Taymount water— 
boatman landed three heavy fish, weightsunknown. Limcarte water—boatmen 
landed a 24 pounder. Scone water—Lord Stormont killed nine beauties, 
weghts unknown. Trouting splendid.—J. Mc G, 


Thames (Eynsham). 

All this week, up to Wednesday, our local anglers have been busy trying to 
make up for lost time, and have had good sport with the chub, several having 
been taken weighing from 2 to 3}1b. each, with lobworm. The perch and 
roach would not feed, but some good jack have caught, trolling and spinning, 
and I hear of one being hooked that broke rod and line and gotaway. Mr. 
Geen and Mr. Hobden were here on Wednesday to finish up the season, and 
did well. Mr. Geen, six chub, weighing 171b.; Mr. Hobden did not do so 
well, but had two nice chub. They fished with pith and used bruins for 

ound-bait. There is no doubt, had it not been for the severe floods, which 

ave lasted since October, that we should have had a very large take of fish in 
this neighbourhood; but, as it is, there have been a lot of fish caught within 
the last three wee's.— W. B. Howe. 


Thames (Goring). 

The end of the season has come at last. Water was in good order all the last 
week for all sorts of fishing. Sport the last few days has been very good ; 
some very good takes of jack and perch have been had here, My best day was 
Tuesday: five jack, largest jack, 10 lb., three largest jack going 261b On 
the 11th, three jack and a good basket of perch, fishing with Mr. Marsh, of 231 
Oxford Street, London.—Joun Rusu. , 


Thames (Monkey I-land Hotel), 

Wednesday, Juck has been faitly on the feed I have heard of some very 
good jack being taken between Maidenhead and Windsor. One gentleman (I 
believe a Mr. Hockley) had a very fine pike from or neat the Pool at Sucly 
Hall, weighing between 17 and 18 lbs., also a good take of perch. Several 
other nice fish have been taken between Surly Hall and Windsor. Roach do 
not seem to be on the move as they should be. I have heard of no good 
takes. At Bray there have been some very fair takes of perch. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Monkey Island the jack have been biting very well. My son, 
out with Mr. Godwin on Saturday, tried the roach and perch, but with yery 
middling success; turned it up, went in for jack, and very soon had a nice fish 
over 5Ibs , and very shortly alter got hold of another, which made a good fight 
for his life, eventually licking Mr. Godwin and smashing his line. Of course 
there must be a fault somewhere—Mr. Godwin says a faulty place in the line, 
Afterwards he discovers that the ring of the top joint of his rod was very rough 
and worn. J have no doubt the next time he fishes at Monkey Island he will 
take care to fully examine both rod and line. The fish broke the line just 
above the float, and was chased some time, as the float kept coming up, and 
then cisappearing, but had to give him up for the Night. My son was up next 
moming by daylight, and found the fish again with the float still bobbing 
about, and after some time succeeded in dropping a double hook under the 
float, and so played the fish for some time, and with the assistance of a bank- 
anglcr succeeded in getting him out without a landing-net.—a very handscme 
male tish weighing between 13 and 14 lb. No doubt he fought more than he 
would have done on account of the hook being just through his lip, and a 
Strong current in his favour. Mr. Binckes and a friend out on Monday : 2 jack, 
one about 33 and the other about 53 1b.; had bad luck with several other good 
fish. Tuesday, weather very cold and stormy; no ch.nce whatever of fishing. 
Should the weather change warmer, there ou ht to be good all-round fishing. 
For the next week jack and chub—particularly chub—are in the pink of condi- 
tion, and ought to be had with the pith and brain, as the water now is all the 

angler can wish for. These two or three cold days have kept the trout at 
the bottom: we have not seen any moviog. I hope to be able to spot 2 or 3 
good ones for the 1st April.—R. PLUMMRR, senr, 
[Too late for our last week’s issue.—Ep. ] 

Fishing has been very good this last week. There have been several very good 
jack taken. Chub have been well on the feed. Mr. Magman, out on the rth 
inst. with my son, had a very good take of chub, the gross weight being 50 lb. 
Out of the 50 lb. Mr. Magman took away 28 Ib., several of them weighing over 
32 1b. ;_the others were all returned, and which I hope will show sport another 
year. The water round Monkey Islands and Queen's Deep are beginning to 
show great quanti ies of chub again, and I should think another season there 
will be some good takes, as they have had a long rest this winter on account of 
the floods. Mr. Binckes cut on Monday: two nicejack, and had very bad luck 
with several good fish. Mr Godwin and friend, one nice jack and a few very 
hands me roach, some of them over r lb. Taking is altogether, the last day was 

_ not so good as it ought to have been, as the water was in capital condition, and 
_ the weather all that could be desired for fishing.—R. PLUMMER, senr. 


: Thames (Oxford). 
The weather since I last wrote has been uniformly cold and disagreeable, 
making the thoughts of a turn by the river-side anything but tempting. The 
snow which fell on Thursday, and favoured us at short intervals since, has not 







materially retarded the sport, but the cutting east wind which has been blow- 
ing all the week has deterred many from venturing out who would otherwise 
have had one more try to make a successful finale to the poor old season just 
defunct. On Thursday Mr. English in the Waterstock district caught six 
good chub, and a brace of jack were taken between Eynsham and Godstow 
by a gentleman whilst spinning, one weighing 32lbs., the other Salbs. On 
Friday at Kiddlington Mr. Harris had four jack, the biggest about 3lbs, On 
the uth I saw a jack of about the same weight landed at Tank Cerner ; but 
it was so wretchedly cold, that the three or four people who were fishing in the 
free waters had met with no sport worth mentioning. In the after- 
noon I met two working men who had been to Thrupp on_ the 
Cherwell, and had caught 3 fine chub, one of which I should judge 
weighed about 33 'b., and the others 2 Ib. to 2}; in addition they had a score 
of good half-pound roach, all of which were taken with lobworm tails. On 
Monday Messrs. Whetton and Roper, fishing between Pinkle Pool and 
Skinner’s weir, took eight perch and four roach, the largest of the former 
being 1} lb., and the rest of the perch and roach averaging 315 each. On 
Wednesday, Mr. Harris, at Cuddesdon, had a brace of jack, and Mr. Whetton, 
at Seacourt, also had four, one of which went 4} 1b., one 3 lb, and the 
remainder about 2$lb. John Galpin, Esq., J.P., the president of the Oxford 
branch T.A.P.S , who was fishing higher up towards Wytham, landed a 7 Ib. 
jack, and his son, Mr, Geo. Galpin, also coming in for two jack over 3 Ib. and 
three roach fair p unders. Mr. Hawse, at Tumbling B the, in addition to having 
a very large perch, caught three others 21b. each. Mr Steven Davis, in the 
weir pool at Mesopotamia, had a brace of jack and a few perch; Mr. L. Kelson, 
who was also trolling in the same piece of water, landing a small one of 2% lb. 
And now to rods, river, and reader I make my bow and say Vale.—CHERWELL 


OTTER. 
Thames (Wa 'ton). 


The season has closed very tamely, and, with the e<ception of Mr. Mackriil 
with George Hone, who had on Monday, the 12th inst., a well- proportioned 
jack of 6 lb., and two perch, one } lb. and one } lb., and oa Wednesday a 
small jack of 2 Ib., and two very fine perch 4 lb. 2 oz, (a pretty pair), there 
has been nothing at all taken, although anglers have been plentiful. The 
weather has been, and is, bitterly cold, but the water is steadily fa'ling to 
summer level. Regarding prospects of trout, George Hone has spotted some 
very decen* ones not a hundred miles from here, and is in hopes that he may 
be among them on April 1st.—Henry E. Woop. 


The Moy (Ballina) and Lo:gh Conn 

North-wester'y wind and dirty water, consequently very 1 ttle sport. Ikil'ed 
one salmon at Pontoon-bridge, and the keeper killed another, which is all that has 
been done lately. Iam sure that many of your angling readers who visited 
Ballina, will be sorry to hear of the death of William Little, Esq., proprietor 
and manager of the ‘‘ Moy fishery.’” His funeral was one of the largest that 
has been seen in this part of the country for many years. Over five hundred of 
the fishery employés walked in front of the hearse ; his loss will severe'y felt 
by the poor men.—F RANK HeEaArNs. 


The Suir and its Tributaries, Clonmel (Ireland.) 


Since the great floods went down there has been great salmon fishing on the 
Suir, the upper waters of which are literally swarming with fish. At Camas, 
Mr. H. H. Jones got three salmon, 25 1b., 11 lb., and 12 lb. each. And at 
same place, Michael Dwyer got two salmon, weighing 25 Ib. and 17 Ib. At 
Clogharden, Edward Condon got five fish, 24 Ib, 19 lb., 231b., 121b. At 
Poulmaquorish, Tom Hogan got three fish, largest weighing 231b. At Mrs. 
Wise’s fishery, Rochestown, near Cahir, five salmon were got, weighing 9 1b., 
12 1b,, 13 Ib., 12 Ib., 27 1b., and 28 Ib. At Banard, Mr. F. H. Hutchings got 
two fish, 151b. and 13 1b. At Newcastle Captain Bayly got two fine fish, 
(ne weizhing 21 ib. Mr. Cooke got at Marlfield, three salmon, 12 lb., 19 Ib., 
and irlb. Below Clonmel little was doing, as the water was too high; but 
Mr. R. O’Donnell succeeded in getting four salmon, 20 lb., 11 lb., to lb., and 
16 1b, The trout fishing is not at all good at present , they won’t take the fly 
well ; but it is remarked those fish that are caught are in exellent condition. 
The Clenmel cot men are killing a great number of fish, one “ clear’’ below 
the town got 61 salmon during one week.—Dora. 


Swale. 


I take objection to the remark of Mr. R. Kearton in last week’s issue when 
he speaks of ‘‘ A little bit of fuss about the grayl‘ng and the Swale.’? Who 
ever saw handled or pocketed a bit of fuss. Had he said same fuss I should 
still have demurred. I deny that there was any fuss at all, but merely the 
ventilation of a moot question. Moreover, if there has been any sinning in 
this respect, I am proud to know that it has been shared in the good c »mpany 
of the edior, Mr, Corry and Mr. Walbran. I am continually pestered with 
the enquiry, ‘‘ Are there any grayling in the Swale’? ? And Iam really quite 
t'red of answering the query. A useful end will be accomplished if we can 
only settle the matter. I am glad to report that some steps have been taken 
during the past week towards improving the breed of trout in the Swale. 
Major Charlesworth has, with his usual liberality, purchased. through his agent, 
Mr. J. Barker, of Reeth, 2500 Salmo Levenensis and 2500 Salmc fontinalis fry, 
and turned them out between Eilerton and Low Row. I am glad to say that 
I had the honour tosupply them, and, though they were about twelve hours 
on the way, they arrived without a single dead fish. It was on this stream that 
I served my trout-fishing apprenticeship, and though I live so many miles 
away, I take the greatest interest in its welfare. If these fish thrive, as I hope 
they will, I shall have the satiafaction of knowing that I have done a slight 
return for the many happy hours which I have spent by this historical stream. 


—THoMAs Forp. 
Trent (Nottingham ) 

The remaining few days of the close season were eagerly fought out by our 
anglers, who had evidently an eye to a ‘‘ weigher in.” The river has continucd 
low and comparatively clear, but rodsters have been sorely troubled by the 
Burton-on-Trent refuse, which recently has been poured into the stream in 
tons. Itis a great pity the Trent Conservancy Board have no power to inter- 
fere. On Wednesday the subscribers to the Sawley fishery were very busy, and 
as a result of the labours of two of the members, twelve splendid chub were 
brought to bank with the cockspur worm. Several big fish were also caught 
in the lower waters. Pike have continued to afford sport, one that I saw 
weighing 9}lb,—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Witham (Boston). 


The season closed up on Wednesday in this district. Some few anglers 
turned out on Wednesday morning, the weather having slightly moderated on 
the Tuesday by a gentle thaw, and except for its being just the last opportunity 
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many of the local ang'ers will have for the next three months the game turned 
out not worth the candle. The water was in very fair condition, for the streams 
had been kept fast running between tides, and hence they were kept compara, 
free from ice. . At the same time, however, the snow could net be kept out, 
and for these reasons the angling was really hard work, the fish lying at the 
bottom like stones, and refused to be moved. Had live-bait been more plenji- 
ful more fish might have been caught: but of late ithas been very scarce. Pike 
were taken at Sibsey, Swineshead, and Hubberts Bridge, on the drains, but 
little, if anything at all, has been brought from the Witham. ‘The best fish 
run up to about 6} lb. On Monday a small excursionist party came down the 
Witham from Sheffield and other places, but on the whole they must have been 
grievously disappointed, as the weather was intensely cold and, except during a 
few hours when the sun shone brightly, and in shaded places, the aes would 
clog to such an extent as to render operations impossible. The season, asa 
whole, has not come up to expectations by a very great deal. Not one-fourth 
of the pike have been killed which would have been had opportunities offered ; 
but time after time, just when things had become favourable, storms and floods 
came on to prevent further work. Roaching has been very remunerative, 
especially on the more distant waters, the south Forty-foot for instance, and 
with rudd anglers did fairly; but the game among bream, chub and tench, 
has been but very poor. The high tides worked sad havoc on March 11, about 
Boston.—THE YELLOW BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent. 

" These rivers are in splendid condition for fly-fishing, but the mornings and 
evenings have been bitter cold, with some snow lying on the grouna the whole 
of the week; but in the middle of the day, from twelve to half-past three, 
while the sun has been ovt, the grayling have been rising freely at what few 
natural flies there have been on the water, and baskets up to nine brace per 
angler have been made with claret bumble furnace, ribbed wich gold twist, and 
spider flies. _The fish have been killed chiefly off the Derwent. This cold 
weather has completely taken the trout off the feed, as 1 have not heard ofa 
single trout being killed during the week with anything. It is a great mistake 
for fly-fishermen to. stop away from the waterside because there is snow on the 
ground. I myself have had wonderful good sport amongst grayling, and even 
whenithas been snowing. They generally rise here in a snow-scorm.—G. J. 
EATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 

The weather holds the same as at the time of last report, snow covering 
everything ; the mud caused by the heat of the sun during midday is frozen at 
night, and thena fresh fall of snow has succeeded nearly daily. Last Friday 
(9th inst) was a wretched day, and I believe several parties who had arranged 
for that day were awed by the look-out, and shifted their outing. I was out 
for three hours and a-half on Saturday afternoon with two friends fishing in a 
small piece of private water adjacent to the Yare, and we had very good luck, 
one friend killed a jack of 2} 1b. and missed at least four goodruns, the other 
killed as follows—9g3, 55, 49, 4 lbs. I took five weighing respectively 77, 10%, 
7, 52, 5% 1b. total 6341b. These, with one exception, were taken with the ordinary 
snap hook; my partner caught lis with dace, I caught mine with large roach, 
Another party of two at the same place on Tuesday killed 9 jack, the largest 
weighing about 6lb. On the same day Ihad some friends on a broad communi- 


cating with the Bure, and they landed five fish, the largest being 11]b. and 7lb. ° 


I hope next week to send you the account for to-day, anda summary of the 
season, which has been anything but favourable. The late high tides have had 
the effect of killing large quantities of pike and tench.— RoBERT MOLL. 


Yore (Hawes). 

The sun shines with midsummer brilliancy over a landscape ‘dazzling 
white.’’? The river is armour-clad and no very promising prospect of a change. 
The wind is N. W. at present, but itis so variable, there is no telling how 
soon it may veer into the Hast again. It is now nine days since the storm 
came, and no angling has been indulged in for that time. When the storm 
breaks the fish will be as ready as the angler. Although their enforced abstin- 
ence cannot have improved them, I expect to find them better than they were 
at the opening of the season. The ‘fuss’? about grayling (ala Mr. Kearton) 
was simply made in response to a question put to me as ,to whether hush was 
detrimental to their existence. An Angling Association in the Norfh had the 
idea of introducing grayling, but thought it best to enquire on the hush 
question before going to the expense. Ido not] think Mr. Kearton's implied 
sneer was at all called for.—J. Corry. 








THE SHIPWRECKED FISHERMEN AND MARINERS’ 
SOCIETY, 


AT the last periodical meeting of the general committee of management 
of this Royal National Benevolent Institution, just held at its central 
office, Hibernia Chambers, London Bridge, there were present Cap- 
tain the Hon. Francis Maude, R.N., in the chair; Lord Ashley, 
Admiral Sir Claude Buckle, K.C.B., Captains V. Budd, D. J. Holds- 
worth, D, Mainland, T. L. Porteous, and Colonel W. Stuart, with the 
secretary, Mr. W. R. Buck. The usual half-yearly extra issues of 
charitable relief for the most necessitous dependents of deceased 
mariners, &c., were formally sanctioned to poverty-stricken recipients 
numbering, on this occasion, 618 widows and 967 orphans respec- 
tively. Approval was also given to the allotment of the society’s 
special marine aneroid barometers (as placed at the committee’s 
disposal through the philanthropic gifrs of various private and public 
donors, ‘‘ To help fishermen to save their own lives, and encourage 
them in saving the lives of others ”) in six individual instances and 
to forty-seven fishing stations, to meet pressing local needs ; while 
the silver medal of the institution was likewise awarded in fourteen 
cases of exceptionally heroic exertions at great personal risk on the 
part of master mariners or their crews in rescuing life from shipwrecks 
on the high seas during the more recent gales. The completed 
statistics of the society’s work and operations for the past year, 1882, 
as carried out at home, abroad, and in the colonies, through its 1,200 
honorary agencies, showed that urgent aid and relief had been ex- 
tended to a total of 13,145 shipwrecked persons and widows and 
orphans, with other variously distressed sufferers amongst the seafaring 
classes. In these figures for the yearSwere comprised a more than 


ordinarily large number of sad claims from Ireland, in relation to 
which it was noteworthy that the society's local chief representative 
and hon. agent-general {Mr. Thomas F, Brady, H.M. Inspector of 
Irish Fisheries) had on their behalf specially reported the whole 
maritime community as being, without exception, conspicuous for their 
complete holding aloof from all participation in the unfortunate 
course of events in that country. With respect to the society's later 
operations during the current year, the demands upon its organisa- 
tion and resources from nearly all parts of the coasts of the United 
Kingdom generally had,* owing to recurrent storms, been unprece- 
dentedly excessive. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


DISTRICT VISITS. 

The Committee of the West Central Association of London and Provincial 
Angling Societies are always trying to do all they can to please the clubs en- 
rolled with them, and have from time to time had long discussions as to the 
best means of making these visits successful, and several different schemes 
have been tried, each year having seen a different one for five years past. From 
reports received at different times it would appear that each arrangement, al- 
though giving satisfaction to a large majority, has not pleased a few, and as the 
aim of this association is to please everyone, this year a list will be published of 
those clubs only who wish to receive and pay visits. A circular has 
been forwarded to each society enrolled, and only those clubs who 
express the wish will be entered. Tne names will be entered alphabetically, 
and each secretary will give notice to those he is desirous shall visit his club 
as soon as possible after the preceding visit. ‘The committee trust this arrange- 
ment, allowing each society to choose whom they like as their visitors, and at 
their own time, will meet with general approvil, and con luce to better results 
than hitherto. It is tobe hoped secre*aries will arrange their return visits as 
quickly as possible after the club preceding them, to save time.—TI. Hoorr, 
hon. sec. 

BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The fifth contest this season took place in the canal at Bradford-on-Avon, 
on Saturday, the roth, there being a goodly number of contestants, which 
would have been larger if the weather had not been so severe. As it was, it 
was a very enjoyable day, and, considering that there was a strong wind 
blowing and the surface of the water being covered with floating ice, there was 
some very fair catches made, notably by Messrs. Clements, Allen, Hillier, . 
Hadden (president), Evered, and a ‘number of others, who were also prize- 
takers, A notable case in the competition was the hooking of a jack about 
2 1b. with a worm. On being played by Mr. Hamilton for some time it escapad, 
the gut hitching in the ice. Mr. Hamilton, of Paul’s Street, Kingston, after 
the contest, took a group of the contestants. I may also state that the 
judging and weighing was performed by Messrs. J. Inch and J. Springhett 
in their usual ab!e manner. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members will fish a roving match on March 11 for prizes: Mr, 
Keeble, next meeting night, will give a reading on ‘Angling.’? We had ~ 
several visitors, some from Newcastle-on-Tyne. Mr. Copeland (our late secre- 
tary) and his friends contributed to the harmony of the evening.—MuILrs 
DovuGHTY, sec. 








CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for several prizes on the 11th, but only two were taken. 
Mr. R. Wellman, first; Mr. E. Brewer, second. Mr. G, Innes weighed in 
some splendid fish on Thursday last, weighing 1631b, largest pike 6; lb., 
largest perch 11b.90z. Members are requested to attend on Thursday next 
for important business.—E. WILSON, h.n. sec. ; 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The close-season supper of this society was held on Wednesday, the 14th 
inst., at their club-house, The Green Man, Ealing Dean. The chairman of the 
society, Mr. F. A. West, occupied the chair, and was faced by a most con- 
vivial visitor in the person of Mr. Vokes (the father of the celebrated family of 
thatname). The cloth having been removed, the remainder of the evening 
was spent in harmony, several of the members, notably Messrs. Powell, Gordon, 
G. Parsons, Wade, &c , rendering some excellent songs in first-class style. 
The supper, provided by Mr. Joseph Parkes, the worchy host and treasurer of 
the society, was of a first-rate character, and served in his usual well-known 
style.—J: G. LrGrys, sec. 


FITZROY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th inst. we had a nice show of roach, 40 lb. in weight, and a few 
nice dace, one weighing }1b.; our treasurer, F. Kemp, weighing in about 10 1b. 
of really fine roach; Messrs. Mitchell and Tilbury also having fine displays. 
On Monday next delegates will attend the Great Northern Brothers’ Angling — 
Society, relative to forming a district committee on fish and fishing.—A, — 
HAWKSBEE, sec. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 


« On February 25 we had the best show of fish at the club that we have had’ 


this season, all our trays being full of jack, roach, dace, perch, and chub. Mr. 
Gadbury took the yearly prize for jack, and Mr. H. Courcha took Mr. Hy. 
Brookwell’s silver watch for heaviest jack during the season. The following 


members also weighed in:—Mr, Maybury, bream, perch, and jack; Mr. A. 


Brown, jack; Mr. J..Robinson, jack; -Mr. Singlehurst, roach; Mr. Snook, 


roach and dace; Mr. R. Murphy, roach; Mr, Thos. Murphy, perch; Mr: — 
Dowse, roach; Mr. A. Lloyd, roach; Mr. Hadfield, roach and perch; Mr. 


Rodgers, chub ; Mr..G. Bates, roach, and several others showed fish. On 
March 4 there was not so good ashow; there were a good many members out, © 
but a good many blanks. The following members weighed in :—Mr. Bell, 
roach; Mr. G. Robinson, roach; Mr. W. Snook, roach and dace; Mr. 
Hehorn, roach ; Mr, Singlehurst, roach and chub; Mr. G. Bates, roach and 
chub, Our annual supper took place on February 27, and was a great success, 
but “‘L. B.”’ giving so fulla report in your last issue, he has left little for me — 
to add, only to say that Mr. P. Geen desires to become an honorary member — 
of our club, which was received with cheers. Being at the Rye House on 


ke 


~- 


Wednesday last, I was informed Mr. Thos. Barfield, the lock-keeperat Ratty’s _ 


Weir, shot a large otter on the day before, weighing 16 1b. It has been sug- 
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ested that some recognition ought to be taken of his service in destroying one 
f our greatest enemies. IJ should be glad to give my mite.—R. Murpuy. 


; GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

‘The weekly meeting of this society at Masons’ Hall Tavern, H.C., was bet ter 
atte ded than usual on an ‘‘cff night,’’ for such evenings when no paper is 
announced fordiscussicn are now so designated, and of these Tuesday last was 
one. Mr. Crumplen was voted to the Chair, Mr. R. Bryant, ¥.R.A.S. 
(librarian) undertaking the duties of secretary for the evening. After the 
usual correspondence had been read, the chairman stated he had becn to 
‘Waltham and seen the Lund Breeding Box (lent by the Fisheries Society), with 
which it was intended to try and rear some perch during the present season. 
‘The box required some trifling additions and alterations, which he had ordered 
‘to be immediately executed, and no doubt it would be safely moored in the 
stream during the next few days. It was intended to net the stock perch 
iequired from the society’s own water, as it was thought there might be a 
-greater chance of success than with fish from another place, Several members 
volunteered to be present at the netting, and great interest is excited by the 
experiment. Mr. Paul, the well-known florist of Waltham and Cheshunt, has 
kindly presented the Socicty with the requisite fir-boughs to line the box, and 
‘Mr. Dewey, of Waltham, has been good enough to undertake to provide means 
of transport to the water, for these breeding boxes are substantial'y built 
‘structures weighing some 5 cwt each. A special vote of thanks was passed 
to both these gentlemen for the aid they had rendered in the matter, 
The chairman having invited the usual friendly interchange of angling informa- 
tion, Mr. J. T. P. Pechey narrated his experience of the magnificent trout 
streams to be found in the north-east of Spain, and expressed his surprise that 
they were not better known, seeing that they were within a three days’ journey 
from London. Mr. Pechey gave full particulars as to how these waters could be 
reached, and his remarks created considerable interest. The Chairman 
announced that many members had handed in their names as Stewards, on the 
occasion of the society’s <¢rnual banquet, which is to take place at the 
Holborn Restaurant, onthe 18th of April, under the presidency of Mr. 
Alderman Co'ton, M.P. It was also suggested that the society should hold 
a conyersazione, in place of the usual reading, on the first Tuesday in Apzril, 
for which all arrangements have now been fuly made. The society will have 
‘the usé of an entire suite of rooms at Masons’ Hall Tavern, on this important 
occasion, so that Jadies and guests may be suitably received. The suggcstion 
has been so very strongly welcomed that there can be no question of the coa- 
versazione being in every respectsuccessful. There will be a series of interest- 
ing sketches, photographs, microscopes, graphoscopes, &c., placed on the 
tables, and, ccupled with a little music, an enjoyable and intellectual evening is 
as-ured. It may be as well to mention that visitors on thisparticularevening will 
only beadmitted by tickets, tobe obtained ofmembers. In reference to the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, Mr. Chambers expressed the hope that the 
catalogue will be on sale through secretaries of societies, cr otherwise through 
the booksellers, so that it*can be studied previously to visiting the building. 
Captain Alfred gave the society an account of some large pike he had seen, one 
‘going nearly 25 lb., and others not much less, all taken with rod and line in 
private waters within the last few days of the season. Mr. J. Mallitt Jones was 
balloted ‘fur, and unanimously elected a member of the society. The proceed- 
ings, which had throughout been of exceptional interest, closed with the cus- 
{tomary musical selections, in which Messrs. J. F. Clarke, A. W. Parker, G. 
‘Gathercole, Captain Bates, the Chairman, and others took part. Captain Bates 
‘kindly promised his aid at the conversazione ; Mr. Pechey gave a capital read- 
‘ing, and Mr. Darling an original song, in which the history of the Gresham 
Angling Society was very humorously set out. Mr. Frost has kindly under- 
taken to be one of the representatives of the society at the Loch Leven conrest, 
and itis tobe hoped he will be accompanied by Dr. Brunton or ancther 

member. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The last match ofthe season was fished for by members of the above society 
on Wednesday, the 14th inst., when four prizes were given from the funds of 
the society, viz., 20s., 15s., 10s., and 5s. ‘The first was taken by our chairman, 
Mr. P. Geen, with six chub, weighing 16 lb. 12 0z. ; second by Mr. Arnold, 
with 7 1b, 11 oz. perch and chub; Mr, Hobden, third, with two chub weighing 
4 1b. 2} oz.; Mr. Penney, fourth, with dace, 2 lb. 10 oz. Several other mem- 
bers weighed in. Messrs. Aldridge and Waters weighed in fish from private 
waters, amongst them some very nice perch. Mr, Mackness weighed in dace 
rom Twickenham, Gross weight of evening, 40 lb. During the fence season 
several papers on piscatorial m»tters wi'l be read, several members of the 
society having volunteered to doso. Also two or three smoking concerts will 
de arranged.—H. G. Penney, hon. sec, 
























’ HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We were saved a blank on the 11th inst. by Mr. H. Steadman, with three 
tandsome chub, from the Lea. We do not weigh in jac'x after the first week 
n March.—R. GHURNEY. 

LARKHALL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Although sever.] members went out on the 11th for the chub competition, 
hone were fortunate enough to secure any. On the last day of the season, the 
president, Mr. G. F’. Spencer, won the chub prize with a very fine show of fish, 
weighing 18 1b. 10z., the successful result of a hard day’s work, from Old 
Windsor Lock to Staines. The society’s ninth annual dinner is fixed for 
Tuesday, 3rd April, at Mouflet’s Hotel, Newgate Street, E.C.—E. M. 
‘MALLEIT, hon, sec. 
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4 LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the rith inst., the sport not being very grand. 
/Wir. Scott captured a fine jack scaling 5 lb. 13 oz.; Mr. Hurwood had some 
lace, Mr. Petrie also had dace. On Wednesday, the 14th, our members 
inished the season with very good sport; Mr. H. Moore had two jack weigh- 
ng § 1b. 15 oz., also a very fine perch weighing x lb. 10} oz ; Mr. Humphreys 
ilso had a fine jack weighing 4 lb. 1j}0z. Our worthy host, Mr. Loomes. 
nied his hand at jacking with Mr. Humphreys, and succeeded in capturing a 
| ine jack.—W. H. Evans, sec. 


f s==— NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
| The competition fur five prizes, all gross weight of roach, took place on the 
\ 1th, at Pangbourne, the result, after a hard day’s work by several members, 


would. One of the honorary members of this society weighed ina very fine 
show of chub, the fish beingin fine condition, several of them going 31b. 8 oz. 


was a blank. Nota roach could be tempted, invite them whatever way they, 








each ; total weight,“271b. Mr. Stead, on the r4th inst., weighed in a very 
splendid dace, 9} 0z.—W. H., sec. 

March r5. — 
PHOINIX ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

Several of our members went to Ware for the remainder of prizes not won 
on March the 4th. While paternostering for perch, Mr. Bartrip hooked and 
returned to the water three good jack, Mr. Burnett was in the same street. 
The ‘Old Cane Rod,’’ Geo. Bentley, saved the Phcenix froma blank with a 
fine show of dace, averaging from 6 to 9} oz. ; total weight, 7 lb. 40z. Any friend 
in the vicinity of the Tavistock Arms, Werrington Street, Oakley Square, will 
be made welcome on any Tuesday or Sunday evening by the Phenix members. 
—W. ELBOURNE, sec. 

March 12. -_ 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the weekly meeting of the above society, held at Host Munroe’s Station 
Hotel on the 14th inst, it was proposed by one of its members, and 
seconded by another, that a little assistance be given'to William Clarke, one 
of the Thames fishermen of Kingston, who has had asevere attack of paralysis, 
which has wholly incapacitated him frorn following his occupation for the last 
three or four months. Although the attendance was not very larg>, 14s. 6d. 


was gathered in the room, anda grant of £1 was given from the society's 
funds.—H. D. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. k 

Some of the members of this society visited Broxbourne on the rrth inst., in 
spite of the frost. Messrs, Grant, Marsh, and Hotham waited till the 8 o’clock 
train from Liverpool Street started in hopes of meeting Mr. F. Dale, who pro- 
mised Le would come, ‘ Just to have a friendly match, my dear boy,’’ with 
Mr. Grant. They, however, went, thinking that he might have gone by 
another train ; andon reaching Broxbourne failed to meet him. If | might 
be asked, I think that gentleman was wise in his not coming, for the weather 
was not as warm as we would have liked it; but as we were there and meant 
fishing, we stood tit as it was. After having a nip at the Crown, we walked 
on the path towards ‘' Cooke’s,”’ the snow being blown int» our faces with a 
wind that was almost as keen asa knife. Passing Bennefield’s Lock, and also 
a number of anglers who had already started fishing, we commenced, and tried 
till about 10.30, when Messrs, Grant and Marsh retired, the 1.st-named having 
discovered in the meanwhile that the nine eggs he had cooked before starting 
from home were still warm, and also that the Fis and Eels was close by, and 
the getting outside of the one and the inside of the other was much better than 
fishing, to their minds. The other individpal, having caught one perch, was 
eager to catch more, and after wandering from Bennefield's to the Rye House 
and back again, through snow, wind, rain, and sunshine, had to be contented 
with that one fish, and on reaching the society’s headquarters was congratulated 
with having won Mr, Dale’s consolation prize given that day to the party 
having the heaviest weight of fish and not taking a prize that the competition 
was got up for.—PIxIEg. 

SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society met at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E., on Wednes~ 
day last, at 8.30. The prizes were presented to Mr. Smith and to Mr. James 
Smith, the former winning £1 with nine fine perch, some weighing upwards of 
apound, the latter tos. for roach. A good number of anglers took part in the 
competition of the 11th inst., but failed to take anything weighable. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

At the headquarters of this society there was exhibited on Wednesday evening 
an excellent show of jack from all part s of the country. Mr. Beckett took 
the first prize with over ro lb. of grayling, roach and dace; Mr. Duck won the 
seeond with jack and roach; Mr. Bansback, third, with roach ; and Mr. 
Edwards came fourth with grayling. Gross weight, about 30 1b.—Prxte. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The old custom of presenting the prizes won by the members of this society 
at the annual dinner has been abandoned for the last two or three years, and 
the arrangement of distributing them at the next weekly meeting was carried 
out on Monday evening last, in the club-room at Ashley's-Hotel, Henrietta 
Street, Covent Garden. Mr. T. R. Sachs, deputy-treasurer, was unanimously 
voted into the chair, and, amongst a large and influential attendance, there 
were present :—Drs. Brunton and Bell, Messrs. R. S. Fennings, Norman F. 
Harrisson, M. H. Blamey, H. Gray, James Lander, W. H. Brougham, D. 
Goodger, Thomas Huggett, T. J. Head, H. B. Brown, Thomas Gillatt, James 
Pattison, J. G. Andrew, F. H. Lemann, George Robinson, J. Ross-Faulkner, 
E. Walker, E. Foreman, A. W. Beasley, M. Hazeland, &c. After the 
minutes of the previous meeting had been read, Mr. M. H. Blamey took 
occasion of formally introducing the question of holding a ball, and giving an 
outline of the plan which had been pruposed by several members, and which he 
was assured would be a great success. Messrs. T. R. Sachs, J. G. Andrew, 
D. Goodger, F. Sachs, and others spoke favourably on the question, and there 
appeared a strong determination to carry it out. A letter was read from 
Mr, F. G. Pearce, expressive of his regret that the cold character of the weather 
would prevent his attendance. Mr. N. F. Harrisson proposed a vote of thanks 
to Captain Alfred for the excellent and artistic designs he had made for the 
toast-list and name-cards for the annual dinner, which, being seconded by 
Mr. F, H. Lemann, was unanimoasly carried, as was also a vote of thanks to 
Mr. W. H. Brougham, for his services on behalf of the society. Mr. F. H. 
Lemann most liberally presented the society with a.copy of the Rev. W. 
Houghton’s valuable work, in two large folio volumes, of ‘ British Fresh- Water 
Fishes,” for which he was heartily thanked. The painting of the likeness 
of Mr. F. G. Pearce, so kindly given to the society by Mr. M. H. Blamey, was 
introduced into the club-room, amidst great expressions of approval from those 
who had not been present at the dinner. The artist, Mr. Edward Henson, was 
highly complimented on the faithfulness of the porirait, and the remark was 
general that, ‘*so long as the painting existed, the remembrance of ‘ the Father 
of the Society’ would never be forgotten.”? The prize list of last year was 
greatly in excess of the previous year. The prizes offered for competition in 
the year 1882 amounted to £131 12s., of which sum £113 9s. 6d. was won by 
the members. In 1881 the amount offered was £104 5s., and £87 15s. won. 
The increase of 1882 was in private prizes, which amounted to £117 12s.; in 
the year 1881 it was £90 5s. ‘The gross weight of fish in 1882 was 1,952 lb., 
and that in 1881, 1,012 Ib. 15 oz., or, an increase in last year of 939 lb. 1 oz. 
The amount secured by the various competitors in 1882 is as follows :— 
Mr. George Robinson, £23 1s.; Mr. J. Ross-Faulkner, £16 14s.; Mr. E. 
Foreman, £14 2s. 6d.; Mr. Thomas Huggett, £9 14s. 6d.; Mr. C. P. 
Wheatstone, £5 5s.; Mr: E, Walker, £5 4s.; Mr. R, 8. Fennings, £5 4s. ; 
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Mr. M.H. Blamey, £5 3s. ; Mr. Currie Banfield, £4 4s.; Mr. G. H. Thurston, 
£3 35-3 Mr. James Lander, £3 3s.; Mr. W. B. Adlington, £3 2s.; Mr. A. 
W Beasley, £2 12s. 6d.; Mr. H. Gray, £2 2s.; Mr. H. B. Brown, £2 Is.; 
Mr. Shipway, £2 1s.; Mr. Hazeland, £1 10s.; Dr. Brunton, £1 1s.; Mr. 
Pattison, £1 1s.; Mr. N F. Harrisson, £1 1s.; Mr: Marsden and Mr, J. G. 
Andrew, £1 each. The prize-takers do not represent the total number of 
members that have weighed in fish during the past year, nor does the names of 
the thirty members that have exhibited fish in the club-room include many who 
went out on competition days and returned with empty creels. Amongst the 
names of those who did weigh in fish last year, the most prominent are :— 
Mr. G. Robinson, with 589 lb. 6 cz.; Mr. Thomas Huggett, 359 lb. 3 oz.; 

Mr. M. H. Blamey, 359 lb. 3 oz., and Mr. James Pattisson, 122 Ib. £ oz.; 
Mr. G. Robinson weighed in 334 1b. 6 oz. of jack, 133 lb. Io oz. of roach, and 
84]b. 12 oz. of perch; Mr. Thomas Huggett, 183 Ib 7 oz. of jack, and 
66 lb. 3 oz. of roach; Mr. M. H. Blamey, 36 Jb. 7 oz. of jack, Tor lb. 7 oz. of 
barbel, and 59 lb. 5 oz. of bream; Mr. James Pattisson’s weight of £122 lb. roz. 
was entirely of roach. The best specimen fish were :—Salmon, 15 1b. 2 0z., 
(Mr. Huggett); grayl'ng, 2}1b. (Dr. Brunton); Thames trout, 61b. 63 0z 

(Mr. Ross Faulkner); pike, 1741b. (Mr. Robinson); perch, 2 1b. tof oz. (Mr. 
Walker); barbel, 61b. 14cz. (Mr. Blamey) ; roach, r1b. 15 oz. (Mr. Walker) ; 
chub, 4]b. 150z (Mr. Robinson); bream, 51b. 1oz. (Mr. Blamey) ; dace, 
144.0z. (Mr. Ross Faulkner) ; carp, 541b. (Mr. Marsden); tench, 41b. 1302. 
(Mr. Robinson). It should be mentioned that amongst the prizes there were 
two for salmon—the first, of £3 9s. 6d , was won by Mr. Thomas Hugyett, for 
the largest salmon not under 121b., his best fish weighing 15 lb. 2 0z.; the 
second, of £2 Is., for the second largest salmon not under 101lv., was won by 
Mr. W. B. Adlington, with a salmon of I1lb. 50z. Afier the distribution of 
the above prizes, the Chairman gave ‘‘ The Health of the Prize-Winners,’’ 
coupling with it the name of Mr. George Robinson, who, in felicitous words, 
acknowledged the toast on behalf of himself and the ovher recipient members. 
The other toasts were: ‘* Success to the Piscatorial Society,’’ which was drunk 
with great euthusiasm ; and ‘* The Chairman,’’ whose valuable assistance on all 
cceasions to promote the success of the society was warmly appreciated. A 
very pleasant and happy evening was spent, the successful competitors hoping 
that what they had recived would emulate others to follow their example and 
take their places next season.—B. 


THE STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

Many of our members have taken advantage of the favourable state of the 
weather the last few days to go out for last time before close-season com- 
mences, and I am glad to sy that the result has bee1 several very fine shows 
of fish, proving, indeed, a most successful ending to a very bad season. I 
subjoin a list of the best of the trays exhibited. Oiher members have not ye: 
returned, so that my list will of necessity be incomplete. Mr. J. Duncan made 
a handsome basket of twenty-six rowch, weight 15 lb. 13 0z., and a dace of 
3 Ib. ; our vice president, Mr. W. R. Humby,. eighteen roach 8 lb. 11 0z , one 
perch 1} ]b., seven roach 4} 1b., ten roach 6 lb, 60z.; Mr. D. M. Humby, 
nine roach, 4 ib. 8 oz. ; Mr. Nokes, three jack, 6 lb. 12 cz.; Mr. C. Scuil, 
thirty-four roach, 18 Ib. 3 oz. ; Mr. C, P. Wheatstone, two jack 4 lb. 14 oz , 
four roach 3 lb. 6 0z., two jack 4 lb. 11 oz., five jack 11 lb. 8 oz, anda 
final and pretty show of eight jack weighing 38 lb. 13 oz. Our secretary, Mr. 
Walker, was exceedingly fortunate, his take consisting of perhaps the finest 
show of chub thit has ever been weighed in at the society's rooms, his total 
capture cunsi-ting of filteen chub weighing 32} lb., all taxen from the bank 
under two hours’ fishing, and three jack It lb., the following day’s capture 
consisting of a chub 2 1b. I oz., and a jack 6 lb. 20z. Owing to this being 
the las: day of fishing, the annual general meeting (which should have been 
held this evening) has been postponed until next Wednesday week. The 
annual ball, which too’ place on the 14th of last month, proved a very great 
success in every way, which, of course, includes financially, Among the very 
numerous gentlemen who favoured us with their company as visitors this 
evening, 1 may mention the names of Messrs. Le». Bonvoisin and J. Stead.— 
Gal WwW. 

Match 14. —_ — 
UNITED SOCIETY OF ANGLERS. 

I popped in to the club-room of this society on Wednesday evening, to see 
the result of the last day's outing, when a sight met my view that it has seldom 
been my lot to witness. The long tables, from the secretary’s des to the 
scales at the other end, were covered with fish, principally jack, the total weight 
of which was 2051b. 630z.; Mr. E. A. Gameron heading the list with 
86 Ib. 12 oz. ; Mr. W. Thompson following with 71 1b; 155 oz ; Mr. A. Spurgeon 
had a nice show of perch; Messrs. A. Salmon, Wateis, Barrett, Dennis, and 
other members had fish—a grand display for the last day uf the season.—R. 
GGHURNEY. 

P.S.—Two of the h tching-boxes are at the Pike and Anchor, Punder’s End. 
I hope to have them in full working order by the middle of next week. Mr. T. 
Crumplen, hon, sec. of the Gresham Angling Society, has also one under his 
charge at Waltham. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The members of this society had their last competition of the season on the 
1yth. Eight prizes were competed for, and members were sllowed to go where 
they liked. At the show-up in the evening Mr. Boalch headed the list with 
To !b, of roach from Richmond; Mr. Cane came second, with chub from 
Chertsey ; Mr. Fox, third; Mr. Quodling, fourth; Mr. Delehaye, fifth; Mr. 
Weatherhead, sixth; and Mr. Collins, seventh. The other prize was left asa 
nest-egg for the next season.—PIXIE. 





WESTBOURNE PARK. bISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fished their final ma‘ch before the close of 
the se1son on the 11th inst., when the following were successful in securing 
the prizes named: - Mr. Harrison, first. £2 6s.; Mr. Collier, second, £1 5s. ; 
Mr. Young, third, 18s. ; Mr. Bowen, fourth, tos.; Mr. G. Evans, fifth, 8s. 6d. 
A splendid chub, weighing 4 1b. 1130z , was included in Mr. Harrison's show 
of fish. Mr. Thomas also weighed in 8b. good perch, from the lhames, but 
did not compete in the match. H. THompson. 

March 14. 








Groncr James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sen} 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is al] that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to leg whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
a the et We Fe of t iS day. oe flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, rices 3 

‘oint ies, 28. . per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Ord ] 
ttended to.—[Apvr.] f ; : we ore wr 


Sere x—i.e., they seemed covered with whitish blotches. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[In consequence of the absence of the Editor inI'eland, we are unable to reply 
to several questions this week. ] 


A. J.D. CHApMAN.—Mr. Ogden Smith, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 
supplies the article you want. 

J. Wartxkins.—Fishing for pike is allowed on the Thames from June 16 to 
March 14. 

J. THOMAS (Secretary Manchester Amalgamated Anglers’ Association).—Yes, 
there are very many trout streams in England, and some in Scotland, IJre- 
land, and Wales where the wofmas bait is strictly prohibited. For instance, 
the Derbyshire Wye, the Kennett, the Test, the Itchen, the Wandle, the 
Colne, the Darenth, &c. 

RoacHER.—Your leiter, or one to the same effect, will appear. 

A. M. B.—Wriie to Mr. V. W. Holmes, National and Provincial Bank, 
Leominster. We fancy the club of which he is secretary issue daily or 
weekly tickets. You can get lodgings very cheaply in Leominster. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspandenis, | 
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A DISEASE AMONGST PERCH. 

S1r,—The two perch forwarded are, as you will see, very much “ disease 1,”” 
When in the water, they had all the appearance of suffering from saprolegnia 
Ono being taxen fron 
the water these blotches were less distin:t, indeed, scarcely recognisable; more- 
over, they lacked that fluffiness or appearance of ‘‘ mould’’ whichis so marke | 
in the disorder which has attacked salmon and trout. Both specimens for- 
warded were taken from the water alive—the one with greatest disease was 
lying listless'y at the surface in fully 5 feet of water; the o:her I took with my 
landing-net just within a small brook which runs into the sheet of water where 
the diseaseis prevalent. It tried to seek shelter under stones (indeed, many of 
the dead ones had their heads under stones) instead of making its way dowa 
into the deeper water, as would have been the ordinary case. At the foot of one 
stream I counted about fifty perch lying dead, others were occasionally met 
with all round the reservoir, and at the south end, right away a mile or more 
from the runner above mentioned, there were scores more of dead and dying 
perch. The latter swam slowly from the side on my approach, unless ina 
peculiarly weak state, as was the case with the specimens forwarded. It appears 
to me that in the first instance so many lay dead together was owing to their 
seeking a stream of running water when first attacked, and in the second case 
they had been washed to the place, the winds lately prevalent accounting for 
that. 

The sheet of water where this disease now prevails is Killington Reservoir, 
the main feeder of the Kendal and Preston Canal. In size it is more a minia- 
ture lake than a reservoir, being perhaps a mile and a half from end t»end. It 
is si uate right up on the fells, away from pol ution of any kind, water aa pure 
as it can be obtained, and the surroundings quite as healthy as imigination 
cou'd fancy them in a mountain hvygeia, and there is very little moss or damp 
ground 1ound this reservoir, When on my visit to the place on Monday 
(which, by the way, is some six miles from Kendal, almost all up hill) I was not 
able to find anyone near the spot who could give information as to when the 
diseased fish were noticed. Possibly Iam the first to d> so, as Killington is 
seldom visited, except during the trout-fishing season. Trout were my errand, | 
and it contains fair store of them, but I did not see one attacked by disease, 
and the few fish I caught were quite free from anything objectionable, except- 
ing that a little extra condition would have improveithem. Perhaps you will 
be able to let us know something of this perch disease ? 

That it is not new in this district, I may say several years ago th? perch ia 
Windermere were simi'arly attacked and thousands were destroyed, but I am 
not aware that the disease was then specially examined into. Then we havea 
sheet of water some five miles from Kendal, Whinfetl taws. Some fifteen years 
ago or more I was in the habit of visiting it for its perch-fishing, which was 
excellent, the fish being not only numerous, but of an uniformly larger size 
than in any other water in this district. For two years I neglected to vis t the 
place, and on going there again a farmer said it was no use fishing for perch — 
for the year before they had died in thousands from some disease, wuich, from 
his description, was similar to the one no v rife in Killington Reservoir. Even 
now perch are seldom caught in Whin’ell. In none of the instances named 
h s the infection, contagion, or whatever it may be, attacked other fish than 
the perch. Whinfell swarmed almost with roach and rudd, and has a few 
tench, but none were affected, nei her were the char or trout in Windermere or — 
are the trout in Killington. 

Perhaps you will be able in London, amidst so many eminent professors and 
scientific men, to obtain for us some information more than we already know 
as to this perch disease, and its difference from safrolegnia ferax. The two, I 
am certain, are not identicul—I am, &c., RaAwopon B. LEE. 

Kendal. : 

[Being absent in Ireland we have not seen the fish, but no doubt the disease 
is similar to that affecting the salmon, but of a milder kind. We hear occa- 
sionally of fisn being attacked in this way in ponds and lakes where no visible 
cause exists—at least, nonethat man has been abla to see. Very little is 
known of disease germs except that there are few limits to their range, either 
in airor water. The addition of a smal! quantity of salt and fresh mould to 
water is said to be a cure fcr fungus on fish in aquaria, aud we believe that at 
the Berlin Aquarium it has been found that the fungus does not appear if the 
water is kept at a certain temperature.—ED. | : 


UNDERSIZED FRESH-WATER FISH, GRAYLING, &c. 4 
Sim,—There seems to have beena great quantity of fresh-water fish in London 
on Monday morning, February 26.h. I can speak to two fishmongers haying 
them on their stalls, one at London Bridge Station (chiefly grayling), and the — 
other at James's, Newington Butts (various kinds), all the lot shamefully 
smal'—jack about # ]b., perch 2 oz., others about same weight. There would — 
be two or three hundredweight of such fish. I consider the buyer worse than 
the seller. Is there no means of punishing fishmongers for having such 
fingerlings for sale? Where do they cume from? Surely not all out of the — 
Dove. I know another stream full of trout and grayling (and have seen places | 
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ere nets have been drawn out), not far from the Dove, emptying itself into the 

rent. I have been sorry to see it. How can it be stopped? Something 

ay perhaps be done by you publishing it in your GAzrire. The stream I 
speak of is preserved—on!y fly-fishing allowed You, Mr. Editor, will know 
it. I have only seen it once mentioned in your paper.—I am, &c., W. S. 





COWPLIMENTARY VISIT TO MR. C. F. HATFIELD. 
Srr,—A complimentary visit will be paid to Mr. C. F. Hafield. on Wed- 
nesday, March 21, when the favour of ycur company and as many of your 
readers as can make it convenient to attend wil oblige.—I am, &c, 
J. A. Frreny; jun. 
(For the ccmmittee ) 


of an animal to the circumstances by which it was _ surrounded, 
that an appendage of the marked character and invariable occurrence of the 
barbule ceeuld not exist, were it not intend: d that it should play an important 
rélein the economy of the fish. Further, a delicate and highly nervous 
mechanism, as we know the barbule to be, must occasionally be a source of ine 
convenience, and even of suffering, to its cwner, which, uncompensated for by 
a distinet utility, would Jeave the fish the worse for its possession. From the 
dar and deep water in which the fish generally feeds, rendering vision more or 
less difficult, we may infer in the first instance that the barbule is an accessory 
to sight, enabling the animal to ob‘ain sustenance, fora well-gr>wn and hungry 
specimen of this fish requires pretty certain information “as to the whereabouts 
of no inconsiderable quantity of aliment at every meal time. The barbule 
gauges the position of the mouth as regards the bottom cf the river, and with 


| Star and Garter Hotel, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C., March 13. 
P.S.—tThe following gentlemen have promised to attend:—Messrs. R. 
Ghurney, J. Jennings, R. Stebbings, C. Watling, L. Bonvoisin, Field, and 
W. Theobald. 


infinite delicacy, as Pennell suggests, ‘‘ the nature of the substances with which 
it comes in contact.’’? Ido not doubt, said the lecturer, that a fish can dis- 
tinguish between and choose or reject a brandling, lob, or greaves by their mere 
contact with its barbu'e. In the position of the mouth, which is really quite 
under the snout, I think we have a key to an additional value of the presence 
of two pairs of baibules. Though there can be but very slight individual 
movement of the barbule, we find a well-developed muscular mechanism in the 
snout, which, at will of the animal, is capable of altering considerably the rela- 
tion of the appendages to one another. It is by no means improbable, there- 
fore, that the contact of edible substances with the anterior barbule puts the 
barbel on the gui vive, and that as. a result the posterior pair are adjusted in 
position, and may assist in determining thus the exact position of the morsel to 
the mouth and the most favourable moment for seizing it. The posterior bar- 
bule is byits point in contact with the ground, whilst the auterior barbule, 
being slightly shorter, is removed from it. H+nce it is not improbable that 
whilst both may serve to indicate the position of food with regard to the mouth, 
the auterior pair are chiefly devoted to this purpo e, whilst the posterivr pair 
keep the level from the ground most advantageous to the feeding of the fish. 
The mouth itself, as regards its upper mandible, is capable of great movement, 
and may even couvert itself into a sucker directed downwards, surrounded by 
the pendant barbules. It may be that regulations of movement of the mouth, 
which is so distinctly below the snout that food must pass out of the field of 
vision befcre reaching it, is to some extent 2 ntrolled, so to speak, by informa. 
tion ‘‘ wired ’’ from the barbu'es. Such are a few only of the points touched 
on by Dr. Cashin 2paper which Dr. Brunton aptly described as w rthy of 
being read before the Royal Society, because it was really a very important 
contribution to our knowledge, and will certainly enhance the reputation already 
acquired by the Gresham for the able papers they have read before them Dr. 
cash desired to thank Mr. Nuthall, Mr. Bentley, and other members for the aid 
they had rendered him, and promised to give the society, on some future occa- 
sion, an account of the further researches now being made by himself and Dr. 
Klein, in regard to this interesting subject. 


HI THE POTASH QUERY. 

, S1r,—In reply to Mr. John Reynolds’ inquiry, I have the pleasure to note 

| that the potash to be employed in Dr. Wickersheimer’s preserving liquor is 
nothing else but the common calcined potash,—I am, &c., 

\ Briin, March 7. 


i 
; 


EMIL WEEGER,. 








THE BARBULE OF THE BARBEL. 


'THE members of the Gresham Angling Society had an intellectual treat 02 
_ Tuesday week last, when Dr. Theodore Cash, of St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
read his paper on the ‘‘ Barbule of the Barbe',’’ Dr. Brunton presiding. 
The structure of the barbule was very clearly shown by a series of coloured 
_ diagrams, so that the lecture was followed very easily by the audience, and the 
‘subject was further elucidated by a large number of microscopical preparations 
specially prepared by Dr. Cash, and shown by the aid of microscopes kindly 
supplied (through Mr. Bentley) by Messrs. Steward, the opticians, of Cornhill. 
| The coctor gave an extremely interesting description of the minute structure 
of the barbule, wbich he regarded as a highly sensitive organ of touch, and to 
| this portion of the paper we can hard y do justice without the illustrations by 
which, as we have said, it was accompanied. 
, ‘The probable functions of the barbule were also fully discussed, and many 
ae of interest to anglers generally for the first time scientifically explained. 
r. Cash stated that it was but in accordance with the knowledge we possess 
| of the benevolent dtsigns of creation, as manifested by the special adaptation 








AMERICAN ORGANS 


FOR THE 
CHURCH, CHAPEL, SUNDAY SsCHOOL, 
a OR HOME. 


J. COWLEY AND CO,'S~° 
FAMOUS ORGANS are Superior to all Others. 





SrrcrAt— One and Two Manual Pedal Organs. Illustrated 
List, with latest Press opinions, post free, 


European Office: 21. PRINCE'S DOCK Sf. HULT. 
The OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
Grang | SARSAPARILLA. 


In Bottles of all Chemists, 


Spring At 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d., 7s, 6d., & 11s, 











Drror— 
Medicine. | 131, FLEET STREET, E.C. 
— FOR SALE. 


\V.A and FRY of Gellaroo Trout, A speciality. Also 
Fario Fontinalis, Grayling, &c, Hatching apparatus 
_ provided <n any scale or system. t 





| Address— MaAnacrr. Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent. 
MILLION S. FARIO OVA now teady tor 
A delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 40s. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 2os. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various), Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREws, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 


Be gcess, COLDs, ASTHMA, 








— and NEURALGIA. 


Re J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quile effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
‘should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘‘ Dr. J. 
a - Collis Biowne’s Chlorodyne.’’ See decision of 
Vice-Chan: ellor Sir W. Page Wood, 7he Times, 
- July 16, 1863, Numerous testimonial; from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle, 
From W, C, Witkrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— ; 
*“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
_ cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.”’ 
Sold in hottles, 1:8, r4d., 2s. od., and 4s, 6d., by all 
Chemists, 
Sole Manufacturer, J. T. LAVRNPORT, 33, Great 
Resseil Street, W.C. 





ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

: of Prize blood, fur breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s, ; Goldfinches, Hull- 

Snches, Siskins, Linnets; best wcrking Ferrets in Eng land, 

4s. and 5s. each ; tame Kabbirs, is., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s. 6d, each. 

—J. E. Tuirkerris, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich. 
Established 1953 


BELGIAN PIGEONS. 
HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresk 
imporied, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 
12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, 11s. od. ; strong Belgian 
Blues, 11s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, 
14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 
colour, I5s. per dozen. Packages returnable 
P.O.O.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 
ington, Hull. 


TO SPORSTMEN & ANGLERS. 
ARUN HOTEL, PuLporouGu, SUSSEX. 


MESSRS. FRED C. CLENCH & Co, have received 

instructions from the Proprietor (on account of his 
Lendon business requiring his undivided attention) to dis- 
pose of by private treaty the above well known property. 
The premises are beld at a low:ent, from an eminent firm of 
€ountry Brewers, and comprise 15 bed:ooms, private sitting 
rooms, Coflee, | illiard, and Bagatelle rooms. Thereisa 
large Dining Room recently erected, capable ot accommo- 
dating 100 Jersons. andis much used during the summer 
season by ‘* Bean Feast,’’ ‘‘ Way Gooze,”’ and other partic, 
From the well planted garden a splendid view is obrained of 
the Susssx Downs, and the ‘* River Arun,” famed for its 
fishing, is within a short distance from the house, and is the 
delightful resort of thousands of Londonanglers. The 
facilities afforded by the London, Brighton, and South Coast 
Railway, placing this lovely spot withina short distance of 
the great Metropolis, and the active steps taken to preserve 
the river, is a guarantee tuat a trade of a profitable charac- 
ter will always be commanded, while during the winter 
season, the capital stabling accommodation, comprising 
some twelve boxes, used by the followers of Lord L«cons- 
field's hounds, which hunt the district introduces a class «f 
trade which is ofjthe most remunerative character, Arun- 
de', witb its celebrated Castle and Park, Littlehampton, 
wih its unrivalied beach, and_ Brigh on, the Queen cof 
Watering Places, are within a short distance either by road 
or rail, Any business man whose tastes are of a sporting 
character, may inashort time realise a /andsome fortune. 
The trade books may be inspected and furtnuer particulars 
obta ned by application at the « flices 


39, Liverpool Street, Bishopzate, F.C, 

















ROUT FRY.—The Saltaire Angling 
Association has a choice Jot of Ova (Salmo 
Ferox), also some Brook Trout Ova (Salmo Fario), 
from fish of large size. The prize for Fry will be 
42 per 1000. Early application should be made to 
GrorcE #. Borron, Secretary, Saltaire, Yorks. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Souchern Minnesota, Averica, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, barns, &c. English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, Fishtne Gazerts, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C, NS ER 





The Sportsman’s Watch. 
CENTRE SECONDS, STOP WATCH. 


This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen, Hy moving small catchat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Bilver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemens, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Fo.warded free. 





The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screw: 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook aad [weezers. 
‘oe watiaated of finest quality. Price 7s,6d, Forwa-ded 
rees:*): 


FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassocks, Sussex. (stab. 1870.) 





REAT EASTERN RAILWAY.—EASTER 
HOLIDAYS—TWO MONTHS, FORT. 
NIGHTLY, and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
MONDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) 
TICKETS will be issued by all Trains at RE- 
DUCED FARES to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, 
Walton-on-the-Naze, Clactonson-Sea, Harwich, 
Devercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Ciomer. 


The Cheap Friday to Monday Tickets will be issued 
on Thursday, 22nd March, and be available for Re- 
turn up to and including Tuesday, 27th March, 


CHEAP EXCURSION TICKETS will be issued 
as under :— 


To BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE from 
Liverpool Street, St. Pancia:, Kentish .T wn, 
Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, Cambridge Heath, 
London Fields, Hackney Downs, Clapton, Cvoborn 
Road, Stratford, and Tottenham. A Special Train 
will leave Liverpool Street at 10.0 a.m. on Good 
Friday, and at 9.20 a m. on Easter Monday, calling 
at Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, Coborn Road, 
Stratford, and Tottenham. 


To CHINGFORD, from Liverpool Street, Bis- 
hopsgate, and Bethnal Green; and to WOODFORD 
BUCKUURST HILL, and LOUGHTON, from 
Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, Co- 
born Road, Fenchurch Street, Stepney, Burdett 
Road, and Bow Road, Additional trains will be 
run. 

To WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE,  Clacton-on- 
Sea, Dovercourt, and Harwich, by Special Train 
leaving Liverpool Street at 8.0a.m,on Easter Monday, 
calling at Stratford. 

WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 

London, J.iverpool Street, March, 1883. 
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- What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously aad Skilfully Adminisered. 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Jun2, 1832. 


Dgar 51r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr, Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives—Yours truly, Jno, 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr, H. S. Park. 


suffering acutely for weeks from this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Frevx. Tuompson, auctioneer. 
H. &§. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD) BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


MAGNEILISM, 


H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHEUMATISM, 


St, Ann’s Place, Manchester, 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, :830, 


Dear Sir,—I can certainly say that I derived great berefit fromthe use of your Magne ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER. 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


H.8. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by “f Exess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthma, Bron- 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength, H. S. PARK, 60A, Market Street, Manchester. 





HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS. 


ISHING IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Gréwa, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 
ley, or o' lier rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 


medium of the 
Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which bas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to ° 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


‘ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous,’?— 
Anglet’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


Book for the Welsh Harp Station. 
rp 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
‘‘ The best in the West of England.’’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ hdte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


; (successcr to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Kod and Fly Make, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland. 


P.S.—24 different pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home aud abroad, Guaranteed to kill one any river or lake, if 
suited to size of water. One trial cf these flies s licited. 
Send for three thunder and lizhtning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk’flies, and three sweep fiies. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 


VER Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ven- 
nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Mountain Air, 
Turkish, Russian, &c., Baths. ’Bus to every Train. Shel- 
tered from East Winds. Jerms, per day, from 8s. 6d.; per 
week, £2 12s. 6d.—CALLANDeR Hypnopainic, Callander, 
Perthshi e, 


CORWEN, NORTH WALES. 

TO ANGLERS, ; 

HE river Dee, so justly celebrated for its Salmon, Trout 
and Grayling Fishing, is NOW OPEN for ANGLING, 
First-class accommodation in town and neighbourhood, 
Visitors will find it a delightful fishing retreat. For rules 
and other particulars address enclosing stamped addressed 
“envelope, JAMES Davirs, Secretary, Fishing Association, 
Corwen, North Wales. N.B.—Preserve extends over twelve 
miles, and preserved over twenty-six years, Tickets sold at 

Mr. Jonn Hucuss, Eagles Hotel, Corwen, 




















RINGWOOD FISHERY. 


SALMON !! 


SEVEN MILES ON THE AVON. 
Daily Tickets, Five Shillings. Fishing Tickets are issued 
only from the Wuitr Harr Horen upen personal 


SALMON! SALMON !!! 














S. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 


27, RUSSELL STREET, 





applicatioa only, First-class accommod:tion for Families. 
Private, Dining and Breakfast rooms. Address— 


Tug MANAGER, 
WHITE HART HOTEL, RINGWOOD, HANTS. 


N.B.—No Tickets are issued at or to any other Hotel for 
these waters, the right being strictly reserved fur the White 
Hart Hctel. Hurdle, fisherman. 

By Order, JOHN MOURANT, Esq. 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 








FISHING ON THE RIVER LYN. 


About twenty miles of the BEST TROUT, SALMON, 
and PLEL FISHING in the North of Devon; commencing 
by the sea on the East Lyn, taking inthe BRENDON and 
BADGWORTHY Streams. Fishing commenced on the 
tst of Marct. 





All Particulars can be obtained by application to 


MR. BEVAN, 
LYNDALE HOTEL, LYNMOUTH. 
The Sole Lessee: 


DULVERTON, SOMERSET.—BARLE 
TROUT FISHING. 
PORTION of this river above Dulvertcn, three anda 
half miles on one side and three miles on the other, is 
being preserved. Tickets, daily, 1s.; weekly, 2s. €d.; 
yearly, ros. ; to be obtained at the Post Office and the Lion 
and Lamb Hotels. 

The undersigned will be glad to furnish any information. 
Excellent accommodation at the hotels and private houses. 
The Ketreat, Dulverton, G.S. JELLICoE, sec. 

March, 1883, 


RIVERS EXE AND BARLE. 
Fifteen Miles of Free Trout Fishing. 
LAMB HOTEL, DULVERTON. 

‘PVHIS Hotel has excellent accommodation for Anglers 

and Families. The Rivers Exe and Barle and other 
tributary streams, for which Dulverton is centrally situated, 
are abundantly stocked with Trout, and are renowned for 
the good sport afforded. The district, adjoining North 
Levor, is unrivalled for the beauty of its scenery, Pcstirg 


in all its branches.—J. H. ‘Lann, Proprietor, 
DEVONSHIRE RIVERS 
o aE 1 ; E 
EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), ts. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
cet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
JOYAL AQUARLUM.—Open 12.0 noon, 
Close at 11.30.—PROGRAMME for THIS DAY: 
MorninG. 
2.30 Krao, the Missing Link. 
3.15 OrchestralSelection. | 2 ig 
3.30 Grand Variety Ent-rtainment. including Cosrade:, 
(Champion Acrobats), Serena (Contorcionist),_ Mdlle, 
Nicolo, Ollive and Gerrardes,American Fantoccini, Mons, 
Bushnell and Ketty Thomas, Edgeio, Nino, (Amazon 
Queen), &c, 























EVENING, 

The Silbon Troupe. 
Krao (special). 
The Beckwith Family. 
Organ Recital. 
Krao’s Reception, 
Orckestral Selection. 
Variety Show, 
Krao, Hairy Wonder. 
The Beckwith Famity. 
Continued Variety Show. 
‘Lhe Silbon Troupe, 

Admission ONE SHILLING, 


5.0 
5.20 
5-39 
6.0 

7439 
8.15 
8,30 
9-20 
9.30 





9.45 
10.45 


COVENT GARDEN, 
Next door to the Albion Hotel. 


SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c- 


Rods Repaired on the Premises. 





TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c; 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 


130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. 
per hank. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 
FISHING. 


“ Trou-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry of 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North. But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport bas never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.”’?—Daily News, 

“Tc is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods cf fishing 
for trout,.and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thorcugnly worth a shilling”’—Fisuinc GazetTrs. 

“The desiga of this handy book is to give anglers an in- 
sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing, [he instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal. 

“¢ The manua,, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. : 

“The author is a trout-dsher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader, In-short, the work is a 
complete one in every respect, and he who aims at anythin 
like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout shoul 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, . 
Ford’s valuable treatise.””»—Louth Advertiser. 

‘‘ The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard 
words, and jurnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.”’—Exeter Flying Post 

“‘ Invaluable in trout-angl.ng.’’—Bell’s Life, 

“ Mr. Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are givea 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties. Vishiag 
with bo:h the natural and artificial fly, worm and minoow 
fishing areall touched upon, and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman. ‘The work also contains an elaborate 
list cf flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”—Land and Water. , 

“This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal inasmalispace. We hnd a Ist of 130 t out- 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deil 
of entomological intormation highly important to the trout- 
fisher.’’— Yorkshire Gazette. : 

‘‘ The author of this lictle work is an experienced and en- 
thusiastic trout-fisher, In addition to a ‘ist of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressing 
them, Mr. Ford gives a classified jist or fles arranged for 
the various moaths. A large proportion of the flizs are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Bradford Observer, 

‘* Anglers will find this an enthu iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent. or five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout - fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- 
perience for the benefit of others. ‘Lhe directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found af the greatest seryice.”’— 
Daily Chronicle, 


Fly List, one stamp. 





I had been — 
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Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s, — 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle 
for Notice, Books for Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor 
of THE FISHING GAZETTE, JVo. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
and should reach the office not later than Tuesday morning. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to 
return rejected MSS,, unless accompanied with a stamped 
addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only 
and give their real names and addresses, not necessarily as 
signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee of good faith 
Unless this rule be adhered to no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE is published every Saturday, and can be 
obtained at Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, 
and of the following, amongst other Fishing Tackle Dealers in 
London and the Provinces :— 


Messrs. Alfred and Son, Moorgate-street. 

Messrs Price and Co., 8, Seymour-street, Euston-square, N.W 
Messrs. Williams and Co., Creat Queen-street. 

Messrs. Gee and Co., St. Andrew’s-street, St. Martin’s-lane, 
Mess:s, Geeand Co., Gray’s Inn-lane (near Holborn end). 
Messrs. Little and Co., Fetter-lane, E.C. 

Messrs. C. Kewell and Sons, 197, St. John-street-road, E.C. 
Messrs. Kewell and Co., 1a, Conduit-street, Regent-street, W. 
Mr. J. Richards, 97, Church-street, Paddington, 

Mr. W. Leader, 30, Upper Marylebone-street, Portland-place, W 
Mc. — Clark, 35, Wells-street, Camberwell. 

Mr. Geo. Read, 91, Goldsmith’s-row, Hackney-road, E. 

Mr. A. Bulmer, 62, Wandsworth-road. 

Mr, F. Oliver, 183, Great College-street, Camden Town, 

Mr. J. E. Gold, 284, Waterloo-road. 

Mr. D. W. Willoughby, 2:1, Lombard-market, Battersea, 8.W. 
Mrs. Fs Y. Brocas, 4, Mill-street, Conduit--treet, Hanover-square, W 
Messrs. Gillett and Co., 40, Fetter-lane, London. 

Mr. Alfred Young, ‘‘ The Golden Perch,” 1748, Oxford-street, W. 
Mr. T. Barnett, 26, Church Street, Lisson Grove, N.W. 

pet Smith, 7, fottenham Court Road, London. 

Mr. lidwin Stevens, Newsagent, 220, Kentish Town Road. 


or 


Mr. Cowan, 33, South Frederick-street, Edinburgh. 

Mr. H. Whitty, 15, Basnett-street, Liverpool. 

Mr. C.J, Greene, 54, London-street, Norwich. 

Mr. R. Ramsbottom, 81, Market-street, Manchester, 
. James Gregory, Vyse-street, Birmingham. 

Mr. Wm, bailey, Jun., 1, Sabina-street, Nottingham. 

Messrs, Nutting and Co., 70, Edgbaston-strect, Birmingham, 

Messrs. W. C.and J, Penny, Booksellers, Froome. 

Mr. FE. Perks. Evesham-street, Redditch. 

Mr. J. Walsh, Bookseller, 5, Harpur-street, Bedford, 

Messrs. H. and C. Treacher, Booksellers, Brighten. 

Messrs. Gaynor and Son, ro, Royal-terrace, Richmond, Surrey. 

Messrs. O’Handlen and Co., 48, Victoria and Temple-street, Bristol. 

Mr. Wilkes, Gunmaker, Leeds, 

Messrs. Cayless and Sons. Midland Tent Works, Loughborough, 

Miss G. Wells. t, Sussex-street, Nottingham, 

Mr. Wm. Atkinson, Fishing Tackle Maker, Lancaster and Kendal, 

Mr. Jobn Wells, 4, London-road, Nottingham. 

Messrs. M tchell and Co., 50, Market-street, Manchester. 

Mr. J."Croisdale, 56, Briggate, Leeds. 

Mr. jn Keeling, the Golden Salmon, 7, Digbeth, Birmingham, 

Mr. John Heywood, Manchester, 

Mr. John Cocks, Baker Street, Weybridge, Surrey. 

Mr. Wm. Reid, Noithgate, Darlington. 

Mr, R. Pearsall, 11, Great Western Arcade, Birmingham. 

Mr. G. T. Gibbons, 10, Kridge Street, Salisbury. 

Mr. Thos. Heppleston, Manchester, 

Mr. J. Perry, Minster Parade, Reading. 

Mr. S. Dale, 7, St. John Street, Nottingham, 

Ur. H. Booth, 88, Prospect -treet, Hull. 

A. W. Warner, 35, Cannon Street, Birmingham, 


Newsyendors can obtain the journal through their London Agents 





*,.* The ‘‘ FISHING GAZETTE” SPINNER (Registered) is sold by 
all the above firms. 
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Annual .Subscription, payable in advance, for the United 
Kingdom is 8s. ; or post free, ros. 6d. 
- To any part of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual 
Subscription, including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 

All communications respecting advertisements must be addressed 
to the Manager of THE FISHING GAZETTE, iVo. 12, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C. 

N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money 

Orders must be made payable to Messrs. SAMPSON Low, MARSTON 

AND Co., the Proprietors. 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 

LARGE number of members of both Houses of Parliament 
on Friday, the 16th, inspected the buildings of the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, to be opened by the Queen 
onthe 12th of May. The visit was in response to an invitation 
from Mr. E. Birkbeck, M.P., chairman, and the Executive Com- 
mittee. The works latterly have been pushed on almost night 
and day, extra exertions being necessary in consequence of the 
sudden demands made from Spain and Russia for space after the 
original plan was determined upon. There was no ceremony of 


any kind. The Lords and Commons, with their ladies, were free 
to walk whithersoever they listed, Mr. Birkbeck, the Marquis of 
Hamilton, Mr. Crossman, and other members of the Executive 
Committee explaining the bearings of this block and that arcade 
as opportunity served. ‘Two excellent bands of music enlivened 
the inspection. The buildings, which are soon to be handed 
over to the respective Commissioners, have now, individually and 
collectively, assumed definite form and design; and it is quite 
evident that in the summer time, with the abundant green intervals, 
flower-beds, and foliaged clumps left in the gardens, the Exhi- 
bition must become a very popular resort. At the upper end of 
the Horticultural Gardens, the conservatory and the outer terraces, 
down to the southern limits of the miniature lakes, remain as 
they were. The buildings are mostly arranged upon the lower 
half of the grounds, and the promise made to interfere as little as 
possible with the gardens has been faithfully kept. The ordinary 
flower shows of the Horticultural Society will be held as usual, 
and the Exhibition altogether, instead of injuring that learned 
society and its domain, is certain to exercise a contrary effect. 
The finest block of the Exhibition is that opposite the main 
entrance. It is a straight arcade, 800 feet long, wide and lofty, 
with semi-circular roof of glass, and will be devoted to British 
sea-fishery exhibits. 

It is too soon to know what particular articles will be sent by 
the foreign exhibitors, but it may be stated that the Chinese and 
Japanese departments promise to be extremely interesting. 

The opening ceremony, it is hoped, will be made the occasion 
of bringing together, in their distinctive costumes, the fishwives 
and lasses of Scotland, Ireland, France, Belgium, Germany, and 
Holland. Nodoubt their services will subsequently be utilised 
in the fish-market, with its daily supply of fish; in the pretty 
little lecture-theatre, in which fish will be cooked in public, with 
explanations of the processes, by trained cooks from the National 
School of Cookery: and in the dining-room, where cheap fish 
dinners will be provided. Special facilities will be afforded to 
the working-classes to visit the Exhibition inthe evening. With 
this laudable object in view, electric-lighting (forming of itself a 
high-class electric exhibition) has been arranged for with the 
best systems at present before the public. The engine for this 
work will be of nearly 700-horse power. ‘The use of the electric 
light under water will be demonstrated ; also the extent to which 
the telephone can be applied for submarine purposes. It was 
stated by Mr. Birkbeck that the Exhibition now covers 300,000 
square feet of ground, and that to render the woodwork unin- 
flammable 70 tons of asbestos paint will be employed. This 
fact, together with the admirable appliances to prevent fire, has 
enabled the executive to insure the buildings at an almost 
nominal premium (/38). The fire-resisting powers of the 
asbestos paint were practically shown to the visitors present 
by the burning of an ordinary wooden shed, and then by a 
futile attempt to burn one protected by the non-inflammable 
coating. Amongst the visitors were Lord Cranbrook, the Speaker, 
Sir Stafford Northcote and Lady Northcote, Mr. R. W. Duff, M.P., 
the Marquis of Hamilton, Professor Huxley, Mr. C. Cotes, M.P., 
Mr. Francis Francis, Lord Sefton, Baroness Burdett-Coutts and 
Mr. Burdett-Coutts, Mr. J. Holms, M.P., Mr. Stewart, M.P., 
Mr. H. Lee, M.P., the Lord Mayor, Mr. Sheriff Savory, Lord 
Denman, Sir F. Buxton, Sir G. Campbell, M.P., Mr. Marjori- 
banks, M.P.; E. Marston, Esq., &c.—Daily News. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting was held as usual at Masons’ Hall Tavern on Tuesday 
last, Captain Alfred in the chair, The correspondence includeda letter from 
Mr. George Powell, presenting two more volume of the /ve/d, completing the 
series down to date. The secretary stated that he had now a goodly array of 
names of stewards for the annual banquet to be held on the 18th of April, 
under the presidency of Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P. It was also announced 
that Professor Huxley, F.R.S., had accepted an invitation to be present, and 
would respond to the toast of ‘‘The Great International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion of 1883.’’ Circulars, with full particulars ofthe banquet, will be issued in 
a day or two, and tickets for the conversazione at Masons’ Hall Tavern on the 
3rd of April are now ready, and may be obtained by members on application. 
Mr. Page, the composer and vocalist, has kindly undertaken to sing on both 
occasions. Mr. Winterbottcm and many other gentlemen have kindly volun- 
teered their aid. The question of amalgamating the three central 
angling associations was discussed briefly at the meeting, and 
avery strong feeling was expressed in favour of it, due regard 
of course being’ had to the services of those working officers who have 
laboured so’ long and so well for the benefit of the angling community. The 
secretary having incidentally referred to the late severe illness of Mr. Charles 
Hatfield, Mr. Cotton moved, and Dr. Brunton.seconded a resolution, conveying 
the congratulations of the Gresham Angling Society to him on his happy 
recovery, and instructing the secretary to record it on the minutes. The 
Society’s fish breeding box at Waltham is now partially stocked, and bids fair 
to be very successful, a few larger perch will be added in the course of a day or 
two through the kindness of Mr. Ghurney, ‘of the East Central Association, No 
less than fourteen members of the society went to Waltham on Saturday last to 
see the netting, and launch the box, which, considering the weather, and the 
snowstorm that prevailed, sufficiently indicates the earn:stness and enthusiasm 
with which the society have taken the matter in hand. 
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THE LAST ANGLING SEASON. 

A NOTRE angling season forcoarse fish is past and gone— 
a with all its obstructions, there were no human means to alter 
them. It has been in every respect a very faulty one. There have 
heen few seasons with such decided and continuous stoppages to 
fishing. Ever since the first week in October to the closing day 
of the season there have been very few available days for the 
anglers; flood has followed flood—the water throughout being 
out of condition, and if the poor fishermen have averaged a fort- 
night's work out of those long dreary months itis more than I 
know. The end of the season comes with bitter regrets, and none 
feel the end more bitterly than the professional fishermen. How 
they have existed through it isto my mind a perfect miracle. They 
are still living and looking well; they have hopeful prospects, 
some of them, as regards the trout season, but are afraid of cold 
easterly winds which keep their clients at home. It is utterly im- 
possible to give anything like a favourable report of the last 
general fishing season, and of the jack and perch particularly, 
because the real time of angling for those fish was just when the 
floods began to come. It should make jack and perch fishing 
unusually good another season, especially as so large a quantity of 
the latter species were turned into the Thames from the netting of 
the reservoirs. If the old stock of fish is left in the river (and thereis 
no reason to doubt the fact) there is to be added over five tons 
weight that have been put into it from the reservoirs, and some 
tons weight that will be contributed to it before the sixteenth of 
June. The Lower Thames should possess a good supply of all the 
species. The great failure of last season’s angling has been amongst 
the jack, perch, bream and chub owing to the before-mentioned 
interruptions. Of the barbel there have beena great numbercaptured 
previous to the flood, and of the roach and dace which primarily 
belong to the tidal waters, there have also been some good takes 
at Twickenham and Richmond—that is in the early portion of the 
season. Referring tothe fact that roach and dace fishing is the 
principal sport below Teddington Weir, andthat to hundreds—I 
might add thousands—of bank anglers it will be a serious thing to 
that portion of the riverif there is to be no regard to the size of 
their being taken by rodand line. What we regard nowas 
unsizeable fish will be caught in immense quantities, and retained 
for the purposes of bait, for which there would be a ready sale. 
The evil consequences would not be felt until it is too late ; that 
is, when fish begin to diminish and no good fish can be taken. 
It was so years ago, and I can speak practically upon the point. 
Anglers were complaining that no good fish could be caught, and 
Mr. Francis Francis, the pioneer of many good movements, 
was protesting against “‘ the wholesale slaughter of the innocents.” 
It was time indeed to put a stop to the evil that was then going 
on, and I will only instance one amongst cther conditions that 
were made which led to a stoppage or check to the evil. One 
of the anglers was leaving his punt with seven dozen of roach, 
none more than four inches in length, and all dead !—The proper 
size was eight inches. The fish were of no use, and would doubt- 
less have been thrown away. Evidence such as this should satisfy 
law-makers, thattoruleinfavourofno sizefor roach and dace would 
be a sheer want of practical judgment on their part. Cases would 
occur again, and that with impunity, if the proposed new by-laws 
are allowed to pass in their present form. Let me further mark 
the result of the stoppage to which I have previously referred ; in 
a very short time the anglers got better fish, and they have con- 
tinued to do so up to the present time. The dace have been 
spoken of as being as large as herrings, and roach have come up 
to a fine standard. I have somewhat departed from my original 
idea ofreferring to the last angling season; but what I have said 
has been practical and with proof. There was not much to say of 
the past campaign, but there is much to do now; and only let 
Preservation Societies, Central Associations, and Angling Clubs 
come to the front, and the end will satisfactorily be gained. _B, 





A CURIOUS CATCH. 

THAT annually-recurring marine monstrosity, the sea serpent, has 
made its appearance somewhat earlier than usual this year, which 
may ina measure account for its greatly-diminished proportions. 
Its sponsor on this occasion is a very worthy angler of my acquaint- 
ance whom, for reasons of my own, I shall call Tony Guzzle. . This 
gentleman’s bosom has for the past few days been swelling with 
piscatorial pride. The reason of this distention of that susceptible 
portion of the human frame is that he believes himself to have con- 
jured one of the above-mentioned evil spirits Jrom the vasty deep. 
His version of the wonderful take must be familiar to many of your 
ceaders, as he has by no means been reticent concerning the affair. 
There is a portion of the story, however, that he has not narrated, for 
the conclusive reason that he was not cognisant ofit. Knowing that 
I am abusing no confidence, and feeling assured that no one will 
enjoy the story more than Tony himself, I have no hesitation in giving 
it as itwas told tome by a gentleman very closely connected with 
the occurrence, 


It will, of course, have been surmised that Tony’s sea-serpent, in 
common with those we have all read of, was ‘‘ very like a whale”; 
and such, indeed, was the case. He was, i1 truth, the victim ofa 
litle practical joke, which, however, uniike too many of the jokes so- 
called, had the merit of being perfectly harmless. It came about in 
the following manner :— 

Tony Guzzle was one of a pary of genthmen engaged in the 
endeavour of ‘‘noiselessly snaring the silver-scalcd prey,” as the 
poet has it, with the ulterior motive of gaining the prize offered by 
their club for the largest catch. ‘There is nu necessity for concealing 
the fact that the scene of the event was the picture que locality of 
Amterle*. Two of the said gentlemen, findin, the silver-scaled ones 
obstirately refused to be snared, noi: elessly or otherwise, determine 1 
on ‘eaving them for awhile, in the hope that during the in e’val they 
might cultivate a more sociable dispo-ition, The attract vencss of 
the surrounding scenery may have had s»me influence on the for- 
mation of their resolve to take a short str ll. Tony could not be in- 
duce ito accompany them, but, with the true instincts of an angler, 
remained alternately pul ing at his lire and his brandy flask, 

We are not concerned with the incidents of their trips, beyond the 
fact that in the course of it they came upon an adder, which they 
immediately killed and brought back with them. From the time of 
man’s first fall he has found the contact with serpents anything but 
conducive to his well-being. This one proved no exception, for, even 
though dead, its baleful influence was at work. No sooner had they ~ 
taken possession of him than a mischievous desire took possession of 
them. They would have a lark with old Guzzle. The spirit of the 
now extinct viper seemed to whisper to them, ‘‘ Hang me on old 
Guzzle’s line, and you will have some sport; and so will he.” This 
last wily phrase (worthy of a serpent) had the desired effect. ‘‘ Yes, 
poor old chap,” they reasoned; ‘‘if he sits there till to-morrow 
morning he won’t catch anything. A little diversion will do him 
good.” And so, for his benefit you perceive, they proceeded to carry 
out the suggestion. 

This was no easy matter. The difficulty consisted in moving old 
Guzzle from his post. With a cheerfulness that might have put the 
imperturbable Mark Tapley to the blush, and with a hopefulness that 
Micawber himself might have envied, he persisted in assuring himself 
that something would turn up presently. Little did he know how 
near he was to the realisation of hishopes. They did at last succeed 
in getting him away on some pretext, and immediately hauled in his 
line, which he had confidently Jeft in their charge, and attached the 
adder to the end of it. This was hardly accomplished, and the line 
thrown in again, before Tony was seen returning. Such was the 
extent to which their better natures had been warped by contact with 
the reptile, that they received Tony back with as much cordiality as 
though nothing had transpired in his absence, one of the hypocrites 
going so far as to say that he ‘‘shouldn’t be surprised if his little 
walk didn’t bring him luck.” They had scarcely resumed their 
places with the ostensible object of once more trying their own luck 
before they heard shouts from old Guzzle. Rushing to the spot, with 
looks of well-feigned surprise on their faces, they found Tony in a 
stooping posture, both hands resting on his knees, scanning with 
mingled looks of surprise and admiration the viper that a few 
minutes before had been attached to the end of his line. 

‘“ What did I say, my boys!” hecried exultingly. ‘* Didn’t I tell you 
something would turn up? I felt convinced it would. That was 
worth waiting for, I think, wasn’t it?” he said, pointing proudly to 
the adderas it lay inextricably mixed up with his line. 

“Well, you have got something there,” said hypocrite No. 1. 

‘““Why, whatever is it?” said ditto No. 2, examining it witha 
curiosity that precluded all suspicion of his having ever seen it be ore. 

“What is it?” exclaimed Guzzle. ‘*‘ Why, what can it be but a sea- 
serpent?” 

“‘ Shouldn't be at all surprised,” assented one of his friends. 

“Depend uponit, that is what itis,’’ said friend No. 2, slowly, as 
though he were turning the probability of the. suggestion over in his 
mind. 

‘‘Why, it must be,” said Tony, his conviction gaining strength 
from the encouraging replies of his friends. ‘‘ We are not far from 
the sea, you know; and this isa young ’un that has got up here by 
mistake.” 

“Very likely,’”’ said friend No.1, with an empha‘is that implied 


- that it was very zzzlikely. 


Mr. Guzzle was, however, too deeply engrossed in contemplating his 
capture to notice the tone of the remark. 

‘Ah ! that’s what it is,” said the other friend, conclusively. 

Having thus summarily decided the creature’s identity, the next 
thing was to pack him safely in the basket. 

A slight difficulty here presented itself. The monster, for so it 
seemed to Tony, still had the hook in his mouth, and his captor, 
having but a very imperfect knowledge of sea-serpents and their ways, 
naturally hesitated, upon so slight an acquaintance, in placing his | 
hand too near the creature’s mouth. He did not confess this, but re- 
marked ina careless, off-hand manner, at the same time busying 
himself with the contents of the basket— : 

‘Just take him off, one of you, while I get the basket ready, 
will you?” 

m Not me,” was the ungrammatical, but none the less decisive, reply 
of one. 

‘* Why, what are you afraid of ?”’ innocently remarked Tony, who 
was deeper than ever in the basket. 

‘Well, I don’taltogether like his appearance,” was the reply, 
«Just look at his eye! Tom may take him off—I shan’t.” 

‘* Not for five pounds,” said Tom, solemnly, accompanying the 
remark with a shudder, 


_ river!” 


of its capture, is, I confess, far beyond my arithmetical powers. 
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| *P’ye think he’s dead yet?” inquired Tony, finding he would have 
| to take him off himself, and that he could not decently sp:nd any 
_more time at the basket. 

| «T don’t know,” replied Tom. 
| move just now.” 

*©Ah, well, it doesn’t matter,” said Tony, still in a tone of indif- 
| ference. ‘‘It will save time to pop him in just as he is.” 

And accordingly he was ‘‘popped in” without being released from 

the hook. 

How it became known in the town must remain a mystery, for none 
| besides themselves witnessed the affair. Cértain it is, however, that 
| long before they reached a certain hostelry it was noised abroad that 
_a gentleman had caught a veritable sea-serpent. I am not altogether 

sure it was not known there before it had beencaught. Be that as it 

may, no sooner had they reached the said hostelry than they were 

surrounded by a number of eager enquirers, all clamouring to see the 
-Jatest curiosity in the way of wonderful takes. 

Many were the questions put, and ingenious were the solutions 
‘offered concerning it. The greatest interest was manifested in its 
appearance. One gentleman’s enthusiasm carried him so far that he 
_ offered to give half-a-crown for it there and then, which offer Guzzle 
_promptly refused, adding that he wouldn’t take four times that 

amountforhim. Another provoked the contempt of Tony by remark- 
ing, ‘‘ Why, that’s a adder—that’s what that is,” but this speaker was 
_ only a simple countryman, and his dogmatism was immediately over- 
ruled, Tony adding, as a clencher, ‘‘Why, I caught him in the 
The individual who had so far allowed his knowledge of 
natural history to outrun his discretion, left them with an exclamation 
‘that sounded very much like ‘‘Stuff!” Tony, who but imperfectly 
caught this last remark, and took it to be a friendly suggestion with 
regard to the preservation of the prize, exclaimed, ‘‘Stuff him! I 
should rather think I would! ”’ 

By this time the train was nearly due, and Tony, having been in- 
duced to relate the story of his capture once more, and having finished 
another glass of brandy on the strength of it, marched with a proud 
step down to the station. 

To relate how many times Tony opened that basket on his way 
home, or to recount the number of persons to whom he told the manner 

In 
justice to Guzzle, however, it must be stated that he did not seem in 
the least wearied by repeating the story so often, and if he experienced 

| any impatience at the numberless questions put to him, he deserves 
credit for the way in which he concealed it. 

At the club-room he was, of course, the hero of the evening. A 
shade of disappointment, however, crept across his face when he found 
that though his was the only take of the day, the prize would be with- 
held from it, owing to its uncertain nature. Tony’s two friends 

' warmly espoused his cause ; but it was nevertheless decided that as 

there was nothing in their rules to meet the case of sea-serpents it 
must, for the present at least, stand over. 

With a magnanimity that did him great credit he offered to hand 
over his capture to the club; but they, equally magnanimous, 
declined the offer, on the grounds that it would be a pity to deprive 
him of such a piscatorial curiosity. 

Since writing the ahove we learn that Tony has become acquainted 
with the facts of the little joke, and enjoys it as much as we predicted 
he would. At the same time he admits that the abhorrence in which 
he has always held snakes has beenin no degree diminished by his 
recent acquaintance with one. That most enthusias 1c of ophiologists, 
Miss Catherine Hopley, who has recently published a book on the sub- 
ject, in which she more than once suggests that a nice little snake or 
two would bea charming addition to our circle of domestic pets, 
even she, plead she never so eloquently, would be powerless to remove 
the deep-seated prejudice against her Arofégés that has taken 
possession of the mind of Tony Guzzle. 


“T rather fancy I saw his mouth 
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CONSERVANCY BOARD'S REGULATIONS. 


THE first meeting of the new Board of Conservators for the River 
Eden Fishery was held in the Indictment Office, Crown Court, on 
Wednesday afternoon. There were present Mr. W. Parker, Mr. 
MacInnes, Mr. G. J. Johnson, Mr. James Atkinson, (Winderwatn), 
Mr. M‘Lean, Mr. ‘f. H. Parker, the Rev. S. Medlicott, Mr. J. G. 
‘Mounsey, Mr. J. B. Slater, Mr. Isaac Cartmell, Mr. F. Parker, Mr. 
G. H. Dixon, Mr. J. Welsh, Mr. Robinson, Mr. John Bewley, Mr. W. 
Wood, Mr. Thomas Peat, Mr. John Robinson, Mr, Christopher 


- Toppin, Mr. Graham, Mr. W. I. Waite, Mr. John Wood, Mr. 


Jonathan Welsh, ard Mr. T. H. Hodgson (clerk). 

Mr. W. Parker was unanimously re-elected chairman, the clerk then 
ead the financial stat: ment, showing a revenue of £1,462 7s. 10s., an 
expenditure of £945 4s. 8d., leaving a balance of £517 3s. 2d. to the 
good. There had been seventy-eight cases of poaching brought 
before the magistrates during the year. 

FISHING WITH ROD AND LINE. 

Notice had been given by several gentlemen of their intention to 
move alterations in the Board’s regulations. 

Mr. Welsh moved :— : 

That licenses be issued for taking salmon trout and whitings with 
rod and line inthe Wampool, Waver, and Irthing, and their tribu- 
taries at 6s. each license. : 

Mr. Slater had great pleasure in seconding the motion. He 
_ believed the proposed alteration would add to the funds of the Board, 





and do away with a great deal of quiet smuggling. It was not likely 
under such circumstances than anglers would pay a guinea.—The 
motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Slater proposed 

That licenses to fish for salmon with rod and line in any part of 
the district be issued for one week, or any part thereof, at 5s. each. 

He thought they would all consider this a very reasonable proposal. 
As secretary of the Carlisle Angling Association, he had many letters 
during the season complaining of the expense of fishing fora day or 
two or for a week. The writers were very willing to pay a reasonable 
charge, but they boggled about the charge of 21s. when they only 
wanted to fish for a day or two. The consequence was that those 
people went off to the Esk, where they got everything included for 5s. 
He believed that the proposed new regulation would add to the funds 
of the Board. He had often friends staying with him in Carlisle who 
would like to have a day or two of whiting fishing in August or Sep- 
tember, but it was ridiculous to expect them to pay a guinea, and 
they went off to the Esk as a matter of course. He was quite certain 
that if the proposal was adopted it would be pounds into the pockets 
of the Board. The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The next proposition stood in the name of the chairman, but it was 
movedby Mr. Maclean. It was as follows :— 

That licenses be issued for taking salmon above Armathwaite Bay 
at los. each license. 

Mr. Maclean, in submitting the resolution, said it would be clear to 
most people who knew anything about the river that Armathwaite 
Bay exercised a considerable influence on the salmon that got above 
it. It had been felt that many people, both for their own sakes and 
for the sake of their guests, should have the opportunity of fishing for 
a week or ten days without having to pay such a high price as £1. 
They all knew that salmon were difficult to catch; and it had also 
been thought that it would add to the funds of the Board ifa gentle- 
man, for the sake of his guests or anybody, could obtain a license at 
1os., whereas he could not do that often in the course of a year if he 
had to give £1 for each license. It was explained that the word 
salmon in the resolution included trout. The motion was agreed to 
nem. CON. : 

ANNUAL CLOSE SEASON. 


Mr. Slater moved the next resolution :— 

That the annual close time for fishing for salmon with rod and line 
shall commence on the 16th of November, and terminated on the 
I 5th of February, in each year. 

He said he thought it might fairly be conceded that the rod fishers 
did not do much harm tothe stock of salmon in the river. Practi~ 
cally they had only three months’ fishing in the lower waters. Inthe 
upper waters they had no spring fishing at all, and in the summer 
mon‘hs they all knew how difficult salmon were to catch. Practically, 
the month of October was the only month for fishing in the upper 
waters, Although the upper waters found the spawning beds for the 
supply of fish, they got precious little back for that. The motion was 
put and carried by g to 5. 

Mr. Welsh then moved the following proposition :—. 

That the annual close season for salmon in the Solway Firth, from 
the Solway Junction Railway Bridge up to old Sandsfield, commence 
on the 11th day of Sept., and end of the 12th day of February, in each 
year, both days inclusive. Ona vote being taken, there were 6 for 
Mr. Welsh’s proposition, and 8 against. It was thus lost. 

Mr, Slater raised the question whether there was sufficient time for 
notices to be given as to the new regulations before the commence- 
ment of the fishing seasoh ; but after some conversation on the point, 
it was understood that the Clerk would send up the copy of the 
amended rules to the Home Secretary in ordinary course. 


THREATENED KESIGNATION OF A MEMBER, 


Mr. Welsh said he had decided to resign his seat, and ifthe Board 
cared to appoint another in his place. they could do so now.—By this 
time, however, the meeting was breaking up, and Mr. Welsh ulti- 
mately consented to allow the question of his resignation to stand over 
till next meeting. 

[Ihe thanks of all anglers are due to Mr, Slaterand the other 
gentlemen who have supported his liberal policy as regards the’ 
salmon fishing with rod and line inthe Eden. H. M. Inspector of 
Fsheries has acknowledged the receipt of the proposed alterations, 
and has asked for certain explanations, which are to be given by the 
Board.—ED. ] 





ILLEGAL FISHING IN THE RIVER WITHAM.—Last weck, three 
fishermen of Boston, named John and William Rowland and William 
Dann, were summoned before Colonel Moore and a full bench of 
magistrates, siting at the Sessions Court House, for contravening the 
by-laws of the Witham Drainage Commissioners by fishing with a 
drag nzt in the river Witham on March 1 last. The water-bailiff and 
others spoke to seeing the defendants with a boat in the river at the 
place named as late as ten at night; and, after watching for some 
time, they were seen to haul on board a drag net, and, directly after, 
take iton board a smack moored off Anton’s Gowt. When the 
bailiff boarded the smack soon after, he found the net recently used, 
but no fish. He seized the net. For the defence, it was contended 
that the defendants were on the river for a legitimate purpose, though 
the hour was late. The defendants were fined £3, and the net was 
ordered to be destroyed; but against this decision the defendants’ 
solicitor, Mr. Calthorp, gave notice of appeal. Mr. Bailes was for 
the prosecution, The case was watched with great interest by many 
local anglers, 


136 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


fxd ice fall 


[Maron 24,1353 





DERIVATION OF ENGLISH FISH NAMES. 


THE cheapest and best Concise Etymological Dictionary of the 
English Language is that published at 5s. 6d. by the Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, and written by the Rev. Walter W. Skeat, M.A., 
Professor of Anglo-Saxon in the University of Cambridge. In 
searching for some derivation in this dictionary, we noticed the word 
trout, then pike, then some other fish, and it occurred to us that it 
would be interesting to our readers if we copied from this dictionary 
the derivations of some of our English fish names.—ED. 

Notre.—‘‘ Middle English” refers to English in use from the 
thirteenth to the fifteenth century. 


FisH.—Anglo-Saxon, jise; Dutch, visch; Icelandic, jiskr ; Danish 
and Swedish, jfisk ; German, jisch; Latin, piscis: Welsh, pysg ; 
Breton, pesk ; Irish and Gaelic, iasg (for piasg). 

AncHovy.—From Spanish, anchova, perhaps ‘‘ dried fish”; from 
Basque, antzua, dry. 

BARBEL.—From Latin, barbellus, diminutive of barbus, a barbel, from 
Latin, barba, a beard. Named from four beard-like appendages 
near the mouth. 

Bass; Basse; Barse; Brasse.—Anglo-Saxon, bers, a perch; from 
Dutch, baars ; Middle English, barse, bace ; German, bars, barsch, 
a perch. f 

BLEAK.—Middle English, dleik; Anglo-Saxon, blac, bléc, shining ; 
allied to blican, to shine. 

Boniro.—A kind of tunny. Spanish, bonito ; from Arabic, baynis. 

BREAM.—Late Latin, Abramis Brama; French (from old High 
German). See BASS, 

BrRiLL.—Celtic. Cornish, brilli, mackarel; contracted form of 
brithelli ; plural of brithel, a mackarel, a spotted fish. Compare 
Irish and Gaelic, braec, speckled. The brill is minutely spotted 
with white. 

BURBOT, or Burbolt.—See BARBEL. 

CaRP.—Middle English, carpe; Dutch, karper; Icelandic, karfi ; 
Danish, karpe; Swedish, karp; German, karpfen; late Latin, 
carpa (whence French carpe, &c.). 

CHAR.—Celtic. Named from its red belly (the Welsh name is 
torgoch, red-bellied; from tor, belly, and coch, red); Gaelic, ceara, 
red; from ceav, blood; Irish, cear, red; also blood. 

CHuB.—Scandinavian. Named from its fatness. Compare Danish, 
kobbe a seal; provincial Swedish, kubbig, chubby, fat; from 
Swedish, hubb, a block, log. 

Cop (spelt Codde in Palsgrave).—Perhaps named from its rounded 
shape. Compare old Dutch, kodde, a club. 

CONGER.—From Latin, conger; Greek, yéyypoe. 

Dac¥F.—(French from old Low German.) Formerly darce, from old 
French, dars. The fish is also called a dart, from its swift 
motion. F 

Dory, or John Dory.—John appears to be a mere sailor’s prefix, like 
the jack in jack-ass ; it can hardly be from an alleged French 
jaune dorée, which would. be tautological nonsense. Dory is 
borrowed from French Dorée,a dory, literally ‘‘ gilded”; from 
Latin de auro of gold. 

[We respectfully suggest that Professor Skeat is wrong in this 
case; it appears to us that in the intercourse between English 
and French fishermen (leaving the Normans out of the question) 
nothing is more like the English fisherman’s ignorance than 
to corrupt the Frenchman’s jawne dorée into plain John Dory. 
Yarrell takes this view, and also mentions a curious religious 
superstition of the Adriatic fishermen respecting this fish, from 
which they call it 7/ janitore, or the gate-keeper.—ED. | 

EEL.—Middle English, e/; ancient Saxon, el ; Dutch, aal ; Icelandic, 
dil; Danish, aal; Swedish, al; German, aal; allied to Latin 
anguilla, an eel; Greek, éxic ; Sanskrit, ahi, a snake. 

FLOUNDER.—Scandinavian, Swedish flundra, Dan flynder, probably 
from floundering about. 

GAR-PIKE or gar-fish, from Anglo-Saxon gdér (or Icelandic geirr) a 
spear; a long slender fish with pointed head. 

Goby; Latin, gobizs, originally applied to the gudgeon, from Greek 
kwBdc, (See also gudgeon.) : 

GRAYLING.—Probably so called from its gray colour, from Greek, 
ypwtoc, gray. (This fish is not mentioned by Professor Skeat.) 

GUDGEON (see also GOBY) —Middle English, goziove; from French, 
goujon ; from Latin, godiovem (accusative case of gobio, a by-form 
of gobius ; from Greek, kw/3idc), Z 

GURNARD, gurnet (French, from Latin, with Teutonic suffix) ; gurnard 
is the better and fuller form. The word means ‘a grunter,” 
from the sound which the fish makes when taken out of the water. 
From old French grongnard ; French, grognard, grunter. 

HADDOCK.—Middle English, haddoke (sixteenth century). 
doubtful ; the Irish for haddock is codog. 

HAKE.—(Scandinavian) Norwegian, hakefisk, literally hook-fish, from 
the hooked under jaw. 

HALIBUT, holibut.—So called because excellent eating for holy-days. 
The literal sense is holy (ze., holiday) plaice. From Middle 
English hati, holy, and butte, a plaice. 

HERRING.—Middle English, hering; Anglo-Saxon, heerineg, hering. 
Probably so named from appearing in large shoals; from Anglo- 
Saxon, here, a host, army; Dutch, having ; German, héring. 

LAMPREY.—(French, from Latin.) Old French, lamproie (Italian 
zampreda) ; Low Latin lampreda, better spelt Zampetra : literally 
‘‘licker of rocks,” because the fish cleaves to them; from Latin 
lambere, to lick; petra, a rock. { 

LinG.—Middle English, leng, answering to the Anglo-Saxon lenga 
“the long one,” named from its long, slender shape. ; 

LoacH.—French, loche ; Spanish, loja, locha, Origin unknown, 


Origin 








MACKEREL.—(French, frem Latin.) Literally ‘‘ stained” fish, from 
the dark blotches on them; from Latin maca, a stain. 

MINNOW.—Middle English, menow ; Anglo-Saxon, myne, from Anglo-— 
Saxon min, small, We find another form, viz., Middle English, — 
menuse, a small fish, due to Latin minutus, minute, small. The 
root is the same either way. 

MULLET.—(French, from Latin.) Middle English, molet, mule?, 
diminutive from Latin mullus, the red mullet. 

Percu.—(French, from Latin, from Greek.) French, perche; Latin, 
perca; Greek, 7épkn, a perch, from the dark bands, 

PrkE.—Middle English, named from its sharply-pointed jaws. 

PILCHARD.—(Celtic), formerly pilcher ; Irish, pilseir. 

PoLLock, Pollack.—(Celtic.) Irish, pullog; Gaelic, pollag, a 
whiting. a 

POPE.—From Greek, ta77ac, papa, due to the repetition of pa pa. 

(This derivation is not given by Professor Skeat as for the - 
name of this fish, but for the word pope. Why this little fish 
should be called ‘‘father’’? we cannot say.) The origin of its 
other name, ruff, Middle English, ruffe, is unknown, according 
to Professor Skeat; but, possibly, considering the very 

“rough” nature ofthe fish, the meaning is the same as that 

applied to ruffe of a shirt, so called from its uneven surface; 

the root appears in Anglo-Saxon, réa/an, to reave, 

Pout.—(Celtic.) Anglo Sax6n, ele-pzitan, pluraleel-pouts. Thefishhas 
the power of inflating a membrane above the eyes; hence pout 
pout-er. In Cornish, to sulk. 

Ray.—(French, from Latin.) Old French raye. French Raie, from Latin 
raia,a tray. See ROACH. : : 

RoacH.—Middle English, roche; Anglo-Saxon, reohhe, reoche ; 
German, roche, a roach, ray; Latin, raia. (This is somewhat 
unsatisfactory, because there is nothing about a roach which 
suggests aray. The appropriate German name, Jothauge, red- 
eye, seems to have more to do with our English name roach than 
raid, a ray.) 

Rupb.—From Anglo-Saxon redd, red, probably. (Professor Skeat does 
not refer to it.) Frank Buckland says :—‘‘ One diagnostic point 
between these two fish (roach and rudd) is as follows: In the 
dorsal fin of the roach it will be found that the front ray stands 
almost even with the front ray of the ventral* fin, but in the rudd. 
the dorsal fin stands evenly between the anal and ventral fins, 
The eye of the rudd is of a much brighter red than the roach.” 

SALMON.—(French, from Latin). Middle English, salmon, sawmon ; old 
French, sawmon (for saimon), from Latin salmonem, accusative of 
salmo, a salmon. Literally ‘‘aleaper,” from Latin salire, to leap. 

SHAD.—Anglo-Saxon. sceadda ; provincial German, sehade, a shad. 

SHARK.—Supposed to be derived from the Latin carcharus, a kind of 
dog-fish; from Greek, xapyapiac, akind of shark, from its sharp 
teeth ; from Greek, rapyapoc, jagged. 

SMELT.—Anglo-Saxon smelt. Perhaps the sense is ‘‘ smooth” ; com- 
pare Anglo-Saxon smeolt, smylt, serene, smooth (as the sea.) _ 

[Remembering what a strong smell this fish has, we cannot help _ 
thinking the name is more likely to be derived from the Middle 
English smel, allied to the Dutch smeulen, and low German smelen ; 
or perhaps from the old Dutch smalt, grease, anything of an oily, 
slippery nature, as a smelt is ina high degree.—ED.] © 

SOLE.—French frem Latin solea, sole of the foot; also the sole-fish. © 
The sole of the foot is the type of flatness. 

SPRAT.—Middle English sprot, from Dutch sprot, a sprat; also a sprout — 
or sprig of a tree, allied to sprout, with the sense of fry or young 
ones. 

STURGEON.—From old French estourgeon, esturgeon; Low Latin 
accusative sturionem, from nominative stwrio—old high German 
sturjo, sturo, a sturgeon; literally ‘‘a stirrer,’ because it stirs up 
mud by floundering at the bottom of the water. send 

TROUT.—Anglo-Saxon, truht; from Latin, tructa; from Greek, 
Tpwxrnc, a nibbler; also a fish with sharp teeth. Literally 
“nibbler.” ‘ 

[A ‘nibbler’!—a roach or a carp may be a “nibbler” 
perhaps, but it is a libel to apply such a word to the bold 
biting trout—much rather the “ fishwith sharp teeth.”—ED, ; 

TeNncH.—Old French, from Latin tinca, a tench, probably ‘‘ nibbler.” 

TuRBOT.—French, from Low Latin turbo, a turbot; Latin, turbo, a 
spindle, reel, from its rhomboidal shape. 

Tunny. —From Greek, #ivyo¢ a tunny ; literally ‘the darter.” 

WHALE.—Middle English, whal, qual; Anglo-Saxon, hwel ; Dutch, 
walvisch (whale fish); German, wall-fisch. It also meant a 
porpoise, grampus, &c, The sense is ‘‘roller,” from the rolling 
of porpoises, allied to wheel. 


OysTER.—(French, from Latin, from Greek.) Middle English, oistre ; 
old French, oistre ; French, huttre ; from Latin, ostrea ; also ostrewm, 
from Greek, éorpéor. ; aa 

LOBSTER.—Anglo-Saxon, loppestre, a corrupter form of the Anglo- 
Saxon lopystre, a corruption of the Latin Jocusta, a lobster. 

CrAB.—From Anglo-Saxon, crabba, perhaps from Latin scarabeus— 
from Greek kapapfoc, prickly crab beetle; German, krabbe and hrebs. 

CRAY FISH.—A misspelling of the Middie English crevise, which 
comes from the old French crevisse, from the old High German 
crebiz; German krebs, a crab. See CRAB. | 

SHRIMP.—[So called probably from its habit of contracting and 
drawing itself together for the springs or jumps it makes when 





* Buckland’s ‘* Natural History of British Fishes,’’ p. 208. This work was 
published after the lamented death of the author, who was not responsible for 
the very numerous printer’s errors it contains. We referred to these when — 
reviewing the book. Instead of ventral fin ‘central fin’? appears in the 
passage referred to.— Eb, 
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going through the water. Perhaps from Anglo-Saxon, serimman, 

to shrink, or Old Swedish, skrimpa, to contract. Shrimp is allied 

_ to shrink, shrivel, shrug. The shrimp is not referred to by Pro- 
a but we think the above is the probable derivation. 

. leis D, = 

TAD-POLE.—(English and Celtic). Literally a foad, which is nearly 
all poll or head (formerly called a bull-head, also the name of a 
small fish), Toad; Middle English, tode ; Anglo-Saxon, tddige, 
tddie, toad. 





GLOUCESTER CLUBS. 


SINCE my last the Mutual Angling Club and the Gloucester Angling 
Association have added several members to their roll; but on account 
of the very cold weather I have not heard of a single member catch- 
ing anything worth mentioning. Several of the latter club had a fair 
day’s sportamong the jack in the canal near Sharpness, and one 
persevering young (but old) angler of the Mutual succeeded in land- 
ing three very nice jack close athome. Isee in last week’s paper, 
among the ‘‘ Club and Other Jottings,” “L. B.’’ says it is not often 
wesee char on a London fishmonger’s slab. I have never had the 
pleasure of seeing one, although the license issued by the Severn 
Conservators, for which we pay Is., entitles us to fish for trout and 
char, and about Gloucester there are very few of the former and, I 
am afraid, none of the latter. I, regret to say that I have 
heard from very good authority that the finny tribe in 
the brick pools near Gloucester will have to run the race of 
life or death. on Good Friday or Easter Monday, as the pools are 
going to be netted. At these times, when so many people’are loiter- 
ing about, itis trulya ‘‘ slaughter of the innocents,” because: the 
small fry share the same fate as the larger ones, These pools are 
private. property, and the anglers in Gloucester have not the enter- 
prising spirit in them to purchase the right of fishing in them, sol 
~ suppose our innocent little friends must succumb to the bits of knotted 
string which they have to face on these national play-days. Although 
we have no char, with a change in the weather for warmth we must 
expect a fairrun of elvers. Of course these little things (bits ofstring 
we call them) spoil all angling in the Severn, and for this reason the 
close time could not come ata better period ofthe year. To catch 
elyers men go out with a net, made of a porous kind of canvas, in the 
form of a large scoop: some go down in boats and others to the 
river side, and wait for the tide, as the fish come up with it. Soon 
after the head has passed (or what is called the bore) the nets are 
put in facing the tide and theelvers are scooped out into buckets and 
“tubs ; after they have done running, the tubs are emptied into bags (a 
pillow slip about here being the favourite), and then they are ready 
for market. We have had a few, but the price (6d. per 1b.) has been 
alittle too warm. I have heard ofa couple ofmenin a boat catching 
half-a-ton ofthese fish in one tide, 2d. per lb. is the usual price here, 
but they very often come down as Jow as 1d. They are very nice 
cooked as follows :—First put them in a pan with ‘a large piece of 
salt to clean them, as they are very slimy; strain them through a 
hair sieve or coarse cloth, fry a rasher of moderately fat bacon, then 
put your elvers into the boiling fat and fry them; eat with the bacon, 
Some people boil them, and when cold (as they set together) cut them 
in slices and fry brown. They are good either way, and J have heard 
people say one good meal of elvers would last them three days. I 
hear the landlord of the association house is very much annoyed at my 
calling his place of business asimple public-house, Perhaps it is a 
little too bad, but I have no evil intentions towards him or any other 
member ofthe club. Perhaps the word plain or ordinary would have 
been passed over; I will substitute the two for the one, and apologise 
to mine host for the off2nce. The secretary, too, says, ‘‘ Mind and 
write the truth.” Iam very sorry, Mr. Editor, but in speaking of the 
annual dinner I overweighed the salmon by Io lb., and the heaviest 
catch by 1 or 2 oz., not wilfully, but such was my impression at the 
time I wrote, the actual proceedings having taken place some eight 
months previous. Before finishing I should like to know, Sir, where 
I can obtain some interesting papers or books on angling and fishes 


- that could be read at our meetings for the entertainment of the 


members. W. L. 





BARLE FISHING. 
THE object of regulating as much of the fishing of the river Barle as is affected 
by these Rules is to improve it as much as possible, and not in any exclusive 
manner to interfere with the privilege, not a right, hitherto allowed of fishing 
on one side of the river. 
_ Water that is entircly free and unprotected, is liable to be over-fished, and 
injured in other ways. 

A large extent of the river has up to the present time been almost inacces- 
sible, on account of the wood growing on the banks; but this is now being 
removed, so that a great deal of additisnal good fishing will be opened out. 

It is intended also to introduce from time to time a fresh breed of trout from 
other rivers, and thus increase the fishing value of the property. 

The promoters of the scheme confidently believe that, the proposed arrange- 
ments having been properly tried, the good sense and right feeling of the public 


_ will support them in their endeavour to put the matter on a sounder footing, 


as giving everybody a greater interest in the preservation of the fishing, and 
securing to them the full liberty of fair and sportsmanlike angling. 





RULES. 
I.—That the privilege of free tickets be given to the resident tradesmen 
and working people, to fish for trout only, from Dulverton Bridge 
to the notice board below the Weir on the left bank, and from the 


; t, 7. 








notice board, near Mr. Staddon’s cottage, on the right bank, for 
the whole extent of the Anstey Estate. 

N.B.—These tickets are issued on the distinct understanding that 
the holders will take every possible care of the water, and neither 
themselves, nor, so far as they are able, allow anyone else to wan- 
tonly injure or kill the fish in any unfair or unlawful manner. 

II.—That the price of tickets for other residents, for trout, be 2s. 6d. yearly, 
on both sides of the river, on the estates of J. A. Locke, Esq., and 
the Anstey family. 

IiI.—That the price of tickets for visitors, for trout, be 1s. daily, 2s. 6d. 
weekly, or fos yearly, on the same extent of water. 

IV.—Fishing with rod and line for trout, with fly, minnow, or worm, is 
allowed up to Marsh Bridge ; above that point the fishing is reserved 
on Monday in every week, and fly only is a!lowed. 

V.—Fishing commences on the 2nd of February, and ends on the 14th of 
September in every year. 

VI.—It is required that holders of tickets, residents or visitors, shall respect 
the rights of the owners and occupiers of the land on the river banks, 
especially during the time of hay grass, and pledge themselves to do 
no wilful damage to any propefty. No ticket-holder is to be accom- 
panied by a dog. 

VII.—The taking of young salmon, either parr or smolts, is forbidden by the 
Salmon Fishery Acts, and renders the offenders liable to heavy 
penalties. 

Anglers are particularly cautioned in this matter, and if any such 
fish are caught, by fly or otherwise, they are to be carefully returned 
to the river. 

The taking of undersized fish is an unsportsmanilike practice, and 
unworthy of every true angler. No trout under 5 inches in length 
ought to be taken. 

VIIL.—No fishing on Sundays allowed. 

IX.—Ticket-holders are required to show their tickets when reques'ed by 
any person who may be appointed by the undersigned. 

X.—Wacing is not forbidden, but as it spoils the fishing for those who come 
after, and, as every pains will be taken to make the fishing as open 
as possible, anglers are requested, except when wading is absolutely 
necessary, to fish from the banks. 

XI.—That every holder of a ticket shall be actually bound by these rules, and 
shall hold his ticket subject thereto, and that any such holder whe 
shall fish out of the prescribed season, or otherwise than with fair 
rod and line, as above mentioned, «r in any way infringe these 
Rules, shall forfeit his ticket, and be entirely precluded from 
fishing. 

N.B.—These Rules are subject to alteration at any time. 

Tickets and information may be obtained at the Post Office, Lion and Lamb 

Hotels, and from G. S. JELLICOER, sec. 
The Retreat, Dulverton. 
[We aie heartily glad to see that the capital stretch of the river Barle, 
extending above Dulverton some three miles to where the Locke and Anstey 
Estates end, is to be prese: ved in the manner described by Mr. Jellicoe—that is 
to say, with a view not the exclusive enjoyment of the few, but to the general 
use of all fair anglers. There is nothing in the rules, as proposed, to offend 
the feelings of those who for many years have fished fairly in the water referred 
to; aniif any corns are trodden on, it must be those of pot-flshers, who bag 
everything they can catch, sma] or large, in season or out of season. There is 
one thing, however, which we earnestly trust will be most carefully considered 
before it is carried into practice, and that is the introduction of other kinds of 
trout. We are strongly of opinion that, for beauty, flavour, and sporting 
qualicies, it would be impossible to improve upon the present stock ; and in this 
view we know we shall be supported by many anglers who have a wide know- 
ledgeof trouting rivers.—ED. ] BY 
\ 








EASTER HOLIDAY RAILWAY ARRANGEMENTS,.—The Great Northern 
Railway Company announce that on March 22nd cheap six days’ ex- 
cursion trains will be run to and from their London King’s Cross 
Station and York, Bradford, Halifax, Leeds, Wakefield, Doncaster, 
Huddersfield, Liverpool, Manchester, Sheffield, Stafford, Stoke, 
Uttoxeter, Burton, Derby, Nottingham, Hull, Grimsby, Lincoln, 
Gainsborough, Lynn, &c. Through cheap tickets to Brighton and 
the Continent will be issued by these trips, passengers booking 
through to the Continent having the privilege of returning by ordi- 
nary train within sixteen days. Oa Good Friday, March 23rd, the 
5.15 a.m. express from King’s Cross will be run through to Notting- 
ham, Wakefield, Leeds, Bradford, Halifax,.York, Newcastle, and 
Scotland, On Saturday, March 24th, cheap excursion trains will be 
run from Manchester, Oldham, Stockport, Huddersfield, &c., to 
London (King’s Cross) and back. On Easter Monday, March 26th, 
cheap excursion trains will be run from Victoria, Ludgate, Moorgate, 
Aldersgate, Farringdon, King’s Cross, and Finsbury Park, to St. 
Alban’s, Cambridge, Harpenden, and Luton. Special cheap day 
trips to London and back will also be run from Cambridge, Barnsley, 
Rotherham, Sheffield, Halifax, Bradford, Leeds, Wakefield, Derby, 
Nottingham, Stamford, Dunstable, Luton, Hertford, St. Alban’s, &c. 
To prevent inconvenience from crowding atthe company’s principal ter- 
minal station, King’s Cross, the Great Northern Compary have arranged 
for tickets dated in advance being issued to passengers at their West 
End, City, Dock, and Suburban offices, 285, Oxford Street ; Albert 
Gate office, 1, Witham Street, Lowndes Square; Royal Oak office, 
6, Porchester Road, Westbourne Grove, Victoria Passenger Station 
(London, Chatham, and Dover), Bull and Mouth office, St. Martin’s- 
le-Grand ; 43, Crutched Friars; 16, Fish Street Hill; Beehive, White- 
cross Street, Charles Street, Farringdon Street ; Blackfriars (London, 
Chatham, and Dover) Passenger Station; Moorgate Street Station 
(Great Northern office); 264, High Holborn; Great Northern Com- 
pany’s Poplar Docks Station, Preston Road, near the East. India, 
West India, Poplar, and Millwali Docks; Victoria Docks (Great 
Northern Company’s office); 95, High Street, Borough; 180, West- 
minster Bridge Road, and at Caygill’s Tourist and Excursion offices, 
377, strand, and 32, Piccadilly Circus, 
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Ancholme District. 


During the last week of the coarse-fishing season two matches took place on 
this water. One by the Angling Association of Brigg, the other by the Great 
Grimsby’Club- The results in both cases were very indifferent, the largest 
take being, I believe, under 2 1b. As soon as the weather moderates trout- 
flshing will begin in the Becks. Being a fine- weather fisherman, I have not 
yet taken down my rod.—THOMAS Forb. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


Since my last report the weather has been very unsettled, on the 16th and 
17th were the stormiest days that have been experienced for years in this district, 
\ hich mal es: ery cold looking Has‘er kolidays, To the north and west and south 
\ est, the hii s are all covered with snow, and the roads impassable fur days.— 


A. GLASs. 
Eden (Carlisle). 


Arother poor week for the rods. On Friday last Mr. Pickerine killed a 
fsi:t Lyk Foot, and Mr. T. Rudd, one at Holme Wrangle. On Saturday after- 
noon, in the midst of a heavy snow-storm, witha biting east wind, Mr. J. B. Slater 
sanded a nice fish of 9 lb. Since then I have not heard of any sport. Wehada good 
steady rain on Monday night, and on Tuesday the river rose nearly a foot, but 
was as white as milk, in fact just a mass of sncw-broth. It is still rather milky, 
but shou'd bein order by Good Friday, the great fishing day of the season 
about Carlisle. Most of the water is thrown open to the public on that day, 
and it is most amusing to take a ramble by the river side and note the laugh- 
able attemp’‘s at fly-fishing by the novices. Some of the rods and tackle look 
more lke snigging for eels than catcuing the wily trout. Certainly one trout to 
each rod would be a very sanguine estimate to make of the catch on that day. 
Very few salmon are now coming up the river —SILVER GREY. 


Exe (Exeter), 


I have but a scanty report this week being a short one. Mr. Pearson had 
two salmon yesterday and one to-day; and Mr. George Lee, of the Elephant 
and Castle, two to-day, 11 lb. and 10} lb. respectively, both with Devon bait, 
and both nice clean runsalmon. Wea her wes and cold, and prospects not 
favcurable until the wind goes to the southward or westward.—J. A. KELLEY. 


Exe (Tiverton). 

The river continues very low and clear, not rain enough to alter the condition 
of the water, notwithstanding there are a fais number of fish being taken in the 
after part of the day with small flies, such as iron blue, blue upright, and hare’s 
flecks upright. Good Friday is a day on which all the town turns out for 
fishing. The condition of the river is not very encouraging, and but little sport 
is looked forward to. —WM. Muprorp. 


Lakes of Killarn<y. 


The number of fish taken last week by the nets—Muckross nets thir! y- three 
salmon, Caharnane, twenty-seven salmon; Glena nets, fifteen salmon. Rod 
fish, 14th March, Tim Coumane, two salmon, 20 Ib. ; Pat Clifford, one 12 1b. ; 
with spoon baits; E. Coumane, one Io 1b., spoon bait; Robin Robert, one 
103 Ib., flies; James Hayse, three sa mop, 32 1b., with spoon bait; Tim 
McCarthy, two salmon, 25 Ib., with his favourite orange ciimson and green; 
Tom Murphy, one, 10 lh. ; Daniel O’ Donough, one, 10 1b., with spoon bait ; 
Tom -Eltet, one, 15 Ib., with flies; Tim McCarthy, two salmon, 23 1lb., with 
flies, one with brown fly, the other with orange jay, with a light orange hackle 
under wing ; Pat Clifford, one, 12 lb., spoon bait. No. 5 of Warners, R. Hil- 
lard, one, 14 1b., spoon bait. On 17th, R. Hillard, one salmon, 10 lb. 5 Cale 
Jaghan McCarthy, one, 11 Ib., flies; Fiank Robert, one, 10 1b. 18th, Denis 
Connell, one, 12 lb.; Tom Ellet, one, 14 lb. 19th, Pat C iftord one, 9 lb. 
20th, Tim McCarthy, one, 12 1b. ; Frank Robert, two, 23 lb., Mr. Butter, two 
samon, 2I lb., Michael Glessorne, one, 10 lb., Pat Robert, one, 10 lb,— 


M'‘CARTHY, 
Lodden. 


We have been doing up to the 15th exceedingly well among the ‘ pike and 
pikesses,”” they being the only marauders whose incursions we wish to prevent, 
»s they always operate against the successful accumulation of large quantities 
of trout, of which many thousands are turned into the Lodden yearly, and in 
the course of another month or so several thougSand more will be added, and 
none under three years of age. A pikess taken just as the sun was southing, 
weighing rather over ro lb. and full of ova, contained the remains of ‘a 
daisey with a dorsal fin,” which would have turned the scale at a pound and a 
h Jf had it been entire, the head and shoulders having been completely masti- 
cated, yet her *‘pikeship’’ seized her last mouthful (for it got no farther), 
a good sized roach, then threw herself into such a tear—she struggled here, and 
plunged in there, and to gain the rushes hard she tried, by a switling motion 
down she dives, but (over) ova full her strength was gone, and now rests 
beside the 21-pownder tuken last week, which was a female also, Thus have 
been saved some hundreds of thcusands of ova from becoming impregnated, 
&c, Chub are showing up and lamperns dre plentiful. Have sent a small 


consignment some forty miles from here to-day for re-stocking. Eels are not 
very plentiful, but they are very fine, weighing from 2} lb to q lb. each. 
Trout are in first-class condition and plentiful, but the rod is still in pickle, and 
will remain so until the memorable Ist of April, when I hope the old adage 
regarding fishing, viz., a fool at one end and a worm at the other, will bea 
worm—no, a man at one end and a trout at the other.—F RANK GOSDEN, 


Lune (Carnforth). 


I have no good report for my fishing friends this week, Trout completely 


off their feed; water very low and clear; bitter cold north-east wind, with 
snow showers nearly every day; barometer slightly falling, thermometer 38. 
We had a change on Monday afternoon, the wind got round to the south- 
west, bringing a copious fall of rain ; but on Tuesday morning returned to its 
old quarter. I would advise for the next month to dress the golden dun fly. 
I generally use a feather from the under side of a silver plover’s tail (pewit), or 
the top side of a land rail’s wing, commonly called ‘‘corn cracake,”’ or 
‘« dacku hen,’? dressed hackle on a No. 1 hook, tied with pa’e orange silk, and 
about four turns of gold thread on the body. This fly will kill well until the 
end of June; I have often taken heavy baskets wich it.—Pr1sCATOR. ? 


£evern (Gloucester). 


Water very low and fine, weather too cold for angling, although one or two 
of the case-hardened ones have tried their Juck and been rewarded with two or 
three flounders (dabs), which have been returned to their ratur:l element to 
save the cost of alight porter to carry them hime. The tices are coming on, 
and with them the elvers if the weather gets warmer.—YE FAIR CITY. 


Tweed and Teviot- 


During the past week little or nothing has been done in the way of angling 
in this district, owing to the very unsatisfactory angling weather ; the only take 
that has been got in this district, beinga smail clean silmon on the Pavilion 
water at Me!rose. Unless we have a flood, or more genial weatker, angling will 
not be practicable here for fully a week or thereabouts. On thenetting stations 
in the Coldstream district fishing has been prosecuted with success, notwith- 
standing the inc'emency of the weather. Lennel Haugh and Tweedmil 
sta'ions last week 42 salmon, Cornhill water 10, and Carham Water had cyer 
50 salmon. We understand that last week was the first time for a few years 
back that the net has been used on the Carham water. Diseased fish are now 
and again to be seenon the various stations. The takes of salmcn and trcut 
onthe Tweed Salmon Fishery Company’s waters at Perwick both in the 
river and on the coast stations for the past fortnight, have Leen very produc. 
tive, and the catches last week showed a decided improvement both in salmon 
and trout. The average daily produce on these waters was 90 fish all of fair 
size, ranging from 101b. to 121b. _ On Thursday last, the take of salmon was, 
iso. Messrs. Homes and Son and Mr, Edwards had also good supplies fiom 
the upper netting districts. The late stormy weither, however, interferred 
somewhat with operations on the sea, coast, where firhing is scarcely yet in full 
swing. Fish are occasional:y seen at Berwick with the fungus, but they are 
by no means numerous. Prices have risen considerably cf late. Tusday 
prices are—salmon, <s. 5$d.; trout, 2s. 1d. For the same period la:t year 
prices were—salmon, 2s. 8d.; trout 2s. per lb, —MAXWHEEL, 


Wve and Derwent. 


Our Derbyshire hills have been covered with snow the whole of the past week, 
and it has been bitter cold with the wind north-east, which has caused both the 
the above rivers to be nearly deserted by anglers. alth ugh both rivers rre in 
first-class form for both fly fishing and trolling. What few anglers that have 
been out have done next to nothing, It is a ve1y poor prospec. for the Haster 
holiday piscators while this fearful weather continues. Trout are dead off the 
feed. Iam very sorryto say that there has been avery good deal of discontent arisen 
lately both on the Wye snd Derwent as to the disposal of the funds of the 
Trout tax, as we very rarely ever see in Trent Board water bailiff on ci:her 
river, although there are some hundreds of licences granted every season, — 
GEORGE JAMES EA10N, 


Yare (Norwich). 


T am unable to send you the summary of this season’s jack fishing, as I had 
intended, because my returns from the friends I had ap, lied to are not complete, 
so must defer it for a week. The past week has been a blank so far as angling 
is concerned ; one or two parties were out for the clos+ of the pike seison, but L 
can report favourably of only one party, they (3) took thirty-one fish in the day, 
the largest running about 9 1b. the frost has gone, the snow has disappeared, 
and the wind has moderated, but it has shifted into east, and to-day is Litterly 
cold. I cannot foresee much prospect of success for Saturday next, when I 
intend to try for some sport on the Bure and will let you know the result.— 
Roserrt MOLt, 








CLUB REPORTS. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 
A special meeting of the above club will be held on Tuesday, April 3. All 
members are requested to attend. The annual supper will take p'ace on April 
24th, Mr. H. W. Payne in the chair; vice, Mr Edward. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fished for twelve prizes on the rith iust., go where 
you choose. But the weather was so severe only eleven were taken the first 
fellto Mr. J. Bell, winning Mr. A. Courchas one ton of coals, six sacks of 
firewood, three bags of shavings and six boxes of ma‘ches, the others winning 
in rotation: Mr. Snook, Mr. Devon, Mr. Hadfield, Mr. Maybury, G. Bates, 
Guntrip, A. Loyd, Hehorn, Dawson, Gadbury. On Tuesday, the 13th, there 
was a full attendance of members; two members admitted. Mr. P. Geen was 
enrolled an honorary member of this club. I am very pleased to say Mr. -P. 
Geen has very kindly consented to read his very excellent paper on ‘‘ The Better 
Organisation of London Anglers,’’ on Ap.il 3rd, when we hope to have a large 
gathering. Ourclub room will be open to all anglers —R. Murpuy. * 





HULME CROWN ANGLERS SOCIETY (AMALGAMATED), 
The secord annual dinner of the above society took place on Thursday, the 
15th inst., at the club-house, Crown Inn, City Road, Hulme, Manchester, 


and the capital dinner provided by the host, Mr. John Peacock, was thoroughly ~ 


enjoyed. The president, Mr. Wm. Hewitt, was voted to the chair, and atter 
the usual loyal toasts the secretary gave ‘* Success to the Hulme Crown 


Se 
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Anglers,’’ and coupled with it the names of the host and hostess, which was 
very ably responded to by the host. After a few remarks on the business of 
the society by Mr. Beaty and others, the evening was given up to harmony, 
which was appreciated by everyone present. It would be difficult to single 
anyone out fcr special mention, for the singing and reciting was exceptionally 
good ; in fact, it was a surprise to most of the members to find they had so 
much talent. The song given by the District secretary, ‘‘ Three Duffing 
Fishermen,’’ was received with rounds of applause. After the usual votes of 
thanks a very pleasant evening was brought to a close at 12.55 a.m., everyone 
being satisfied with the night’s entertainment.—T. B. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The fishing excursion to Vale Royal, arranged for Wednesday, the 14th 
inst., had, in consequence of the severe weather, to be abandoned. Some 
seyen or eight of our members, who fear nothing, would not give in, but fished 
the water, and returned sadder—if not wiser—piscators. The prevailing 
weather here is frost, snow, and hiil—a nice prospect indeed for the coming 
Easter, and unless there is a speedy and a favourable change, trout-fishing on 
this popular holiday wi!l be a complete failure. And even with a change for 
the better angling will, to a greai extent, be a dead letter, the mountain tops 
and sheltered slopes being covered with snow, which cannot melt off in 
time to be of any material advantage to the water. But patience is a virtue 
every true angler p ssesses, and if he is sorely disappointed many times yet he 
returns to the assault with renewed vigour and a settled determination to win 
sooner or Jater. FRESH WATER FISHERIES ACT, 1878.—Our fish market here is 
the property of the Corporation, and managed by the Markets Committee. On 
the 13th inst., I gave the chairman notice, or rather reminded him, that the pro- 
visiéns of this Act relating to the ‘‘ selling, exposing for sale, or having in 
possession for sale’? would be in force from the 15th inst. to the 15th June 
next, both days inclusive. On the 17th inst. I went through the fish market, 
and saw some bream and perch exposed for sale. On asking the manager if 
he had received any instructions from the committee to prohibit the sale of these 

- fish, he replied, ‘* No,’ aud continued, ‘* Your letter was read at a meeting of 
the committee, and they decided it was not their business to interfere.’’? And in 
view of this reply I wisn to ask you, Mr. Editor, whose business is it to prosee 
cute fishm ongers in a public market for infringing the provisions of the Act ? 
Also kind'y inform me the names and addresses of the Inspectors of Fisheries. 
ANGLING CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS. Can you inform me, Sir, if there is any legal 
remedy against members who are in arrear, who have not resigned, but who 
simply re use to pay their arrears. One cf our rules states, ‘“* | hat members 
thirteen weeks in arrear with their subscriptions, 6n4, after due notice, not paying 

, the same with seven days, shall forfeit a lrights and privileges, and shall not be 
admitted again but asa new member.”’ Another rule provides, ‘‘ That any 
member wishing to resign shall do so in writing, paying up all arrears, and 
returning his card of membership.’? These rules were passed at a general 
meeting summoned for the purpose, and signed by the chairman and myself, 
and each member hasa copy.—Rb. WooLFaLt, hon sec, 

March 19. —_——_ 


ROYAL PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this society and a great number of friends were delighted 
with a grand show of jack, exhibited by Messrs. T. S. Hughes and J. P. 
Wheeldon, as the results of their trip to a ‘‘ new-found-out,’’ some days dis- 

- tance from London. The gross weight amounted to r4olb., among them were 
several weighing 10, 12, and iq4]b. each. The fence time having now com- 
menced, many anglers take a delight in viewing piscatorial trophies. To those 
gentlemen I recommend a visit to the Foxley Tavern, Klliott tXoad, Brixton. 
Here they will see a barbel over 141b., and also a bull trout about the same 
weight, to say nothing about jack, perch, roach, bream, &c,—PIXIE. 


4 


SYSTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first annu.] meeting of this society was held at Syston on Wednesday, 
when the vice-president, Mr. E. Hudson, occupied the chair. The principal 
business was to receive the hon. sec.’s report, and to pass the accounts for the 
pastyear. ‘Thereport read by the hon. sec., Mr. W. J. Whittle, showed that 
the society had s:arted with very good prospects, and had proved successful 
both as to sport and from a financial point ot view, there being at the present 
time a balance in hand to commence the next season with. Some excellent 
catches of tish were reported, amongst the largest being Messrs. Sharpe, of 
Sileby, who landed over fifty pike, many cf large size, also from 20 to 30 Ib. 
of roach in one day. Mr. Hurst, of Tnurmaston, and many other instances 

“were mentioned where 9 to 20 lb. weizht of roach had been caught in a day. 
The following gentlemen were elected as officers:—President, Mr. C. C. 
Woodcock ; vice-president, Mr. E Hudson; hon. sec., Mr. W. J. Whittle. 
After a vote of thanks to Mr. Whittle for his services in the past and to the 
chairman for presiding, the meeting terminated. 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
RIVER LEA ANGLING PRESERVATION DEPARTMENT. 


The two hatching-boxes of the United London Angling Associations Fishery 
Society are now floated in the Pike and Anchor water, Ponder'’s End. On Good 
Friday the netting for the stock fish fur the boxes was to take place at twelve 
o’clock,—R. GHURNEY. 


' WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND PROVINCIAL 
ANGLING SOCIETIES. 


Novice. 


The yearly meeting will be held on Friday, April 20. A special circular will 
be sent informing societies enrolled the nature of the business to be brought 
forward. As matters of very great importance will be discussed it is hoped 
every society will instruct their delegates to attend. Settling the yearage will 
be one of the questions. ‘The president will take his seat punctually at nine 
o'clock p.m., when business will commence.—T. HooLe, hon. sec. 











-. Groncz Jamus Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
| Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sen} 
| oF made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
| gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
|-of the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Priccs; 
| Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Q. M. A.—See the extremely interesting account of the ‘ Barbule of the 
Barbel,”” by Dr. T. Cash, in FISHING GAZETTE last wee. 

E. HArtry.—Apply to the Secretary, Great International Fisheries Exhi- 
biiion, Exhibition Road, South Kensington. We fear you are too late. 
We gave frequent notices of the time for sending in applications at the end 
of last year, 

W. Epwarps.—Mr. Edon, curator of the Buckland Museum, South Ken- 
sington, will give you the information you want—it he is sufficiently reco- 
vered from his il!ness. 

R, Z. A.—You can fish for any fish in season (and bream will be for a month 
or two yet) at the Welsh Harp Fishery, Hendon. 

J. S.—We think that the publisher of the Bazaar, Strand, London, can supply 
what you want. Your water evidently does not suit the fish. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





“ GRAYLING-TROUT.” 


S1r,—The fish alluded to by “ Bakewell,’’ in your issue of Saturday, 1oth 
inst., are in all probabi'ity those known as grayling-trout in the market here— 
Coregonus Pullan of Thompson, Puilan of Couch—and delicate eating they 
are.—I am, &c. 

Edgbaston, Birmingham, Mar. 12. 





BUMBLES. 


S1r,—As both my father and myself have for years past made the bumb'e 
flies, which are so billing the season through, both in England, Ireland and 
Scotland, also abroad, [ think you will allow me to give your readers our 
dressings of the different patterns which are generaly used, as D. Foster s 
dressings are quite-different in many respects. 

Bumble t is a spring fly. It is made thus: With pure honey dun hackle, 
claret floss silk body of two co ours, peacock herl, wound over the body three 
or four laps with claret tying siik; to be dressed on best Kendal’s steel 
fly hooks, from long 2 to short I. 

Bumble 2 is the summer fly, commonly, called ‘‘ Eaton’s steely bumble.” 
Tt is made thus: Wirth steel-c loured hackle at pvint or edge of feather, with 
orange floss silk body of two colours, peacock herl, wound over the body three 
or four laps with orange tying silk ; on hooks, from long 1 to short 1; Kendal s 
best. 

Bumble 3 is the autumn grayling fly. It is made thus: With both light 
honey dun hackles, with gold tinge to the feathers; also, with a dark brass- 
coloured feather, with two shades of orange floss silk fur Dody, peacoc’'s her’, 
w. und over the fly three or four laps; tying silk, orange ; ho_ks, long 2 tosh ors 1, 
Kendal s, 5 

Bumb!e 4 is the honey dun bumble, which kills the season through It is 
made thus: Fromahen’s hackle that has got a giuger tinge on the p pints of 
the feather; also, from a pure honey dua hack!e, with golden t'n e to fea her. 
Both these hackles are very difficult to get. It is made thus: With both plum- 
coloured fl ss silk and orange floss for bodies; peacock herl, wound over the fly 
three or four Japs; tying silk, claret and orange; hooks, from long 2 to short 1, 
Kendal’s. 

Bumble 5—mulberry bumble—light hen’s hackle; body, mulberry coloured 
floss silk, with green peacock herl, wound over the body three times; tying 
silk, mulberry coloured ; hooks, short 2 and 1. 4 

Furnace Fly.—It is made thus: Game cock’s hackle, with b'ack root to 
feather; body, with bright orange floss silk, with brass-c lourcd peacoc<’s herl 
over the fly ; tyiog silk, orange; hooks, from long 2 to sho t 1, Kendal’s. We 
sometimes rib this fly with three laps of gold twist. : 

Dyed Hackle Fly.—With game cock’s hackle, dyed a beautifully-dark blood - 
red colour. The same dressings as furnace fly. 

Little Red.— With pure blood-red hacile from the back of a game cock’s 
neck. Dressings same as furnace fly. Sia 8 é 

I covld send you a lot more dressings, but have not time just now, through 
pressure of business. All these pattern flies are ‘hackle flies,” and I will 
back them against winged ones on any river. At one time we used to make 
no:hing else but winged flies, duns, spinners, &c. Both my father and myse'f 
have found—during over fifty years’ experience —that ‘‘hackle’’ flies kill double 
the quantity of fish to ‘‘winged’’ flies, let them be dressed ever so neatly ; 
and, with respect to neatness being absolutely necessary, as many think, is a 
great mistake. I have studied both fly-fishing and fly-making from my cradle, 
and have had the honour of waiting upon gentlemen, and fishing myself, upon 
almost every stream in the county, where we have tried both winged flies and 
hackle flies, made in every shape and torm, and from the best makers ; and in 
almost every case the rough-dressed hackle flies killed the greatest portion of 
fish. The principal point to be observed is the exact colour of both body and 
hackle, and the size to use for the different state you find the wa‘er in. Your 
sp°rt depends very much on this. If the water is very low and bright, always 
use a small fly, and for a full water, larger and rougher dressing flies —I am, 
&e. GEORGE JAMES EATON. 


Starkholmes, Matlock Bath, Mar. 14. 





FISHING NEAR YOXFORD, SUFFOI-K. , 

S1z,~-Would you kindly inform me, through your paper, whether there is 
any fishing ator near Yoxford, Suffolk ? ‘ f 

By the map I see there is a river between Yoxford and Darsham, but it does 
not s:en to be very large.- WA 

Also, can you tell me if the accommodation is good and charges reason- 
able at Yoxford?—I am, &c., , ; A.L. L. 

[Will some reader acquainted with the places referred to kindly answer this ? 
—ED.] 





TROUT-FISHING AT TIVERTON-ON-AVON. 
S1R,—Herewith I enclose weight, &c., of four trout caught by me last week 
with artificial minnow in our river, the Avon, They were all caught in one 
spot, and were in very good condition. 
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We have no angling clubin thisvicinity, which isa great pity considering the 
facilities there are here tor anglers of every class, as nearly all the fishing is 
open, and there are plenty of trout, jack, roach, &c. 


March 5 1 trout, length 19} inches, weight 3¢ lb. 








” 51 ” ” 19 ” ” 2i lb 

pe ohn oA 3 6 a5 ” 1 lb. 1002. 

9) UR M gy py ae By eae, vege db, 
Total 11 lb. 10 02. 


Bath, March 12. J. B. BLACKMORE, 
P.S,—The whole time of fishing was about three hours. 





LARGE-SIZED PERCH. 
S1r,—One of our customers (H. C. Burdett) has sent us three fine perch to 
be stuffed, the finest we have ever seen ; weight as follows:—3 Ib., 3 lb. 2} 02z., 
31 lb.; total, 9 lb. 64 oz.—I am, &c., F. T. WILLIAMS AND Co. 





THE PRESERVATION OF NATURAL BAITS. 

S1r,—When I stated in my last letter upon the above subject that my im- 
pression was that the methylic odour present in the preparation of Dr, Wicker- 
sheimer must act.as a decided deterrent in a bait when used for spinning pur- 
poses, I did not intend to convey the meaning that fish could not be taken 
with these baits, but that the fish, when following the bait, first enters the 
zone of the naphthalic trail left behind as it is drawn through the water, they 
must be deterred in fcllowing it up, where such could not occur ifno objection- 
able odour was present. 

I should be only too glad to agree with Dr. Emil Weeger, and consider 
myself quite wrong in this deduction; but-in justice to myself I cannot do so, 
for I submit that because his friends and himself have ‘‘ caught many hundreds 
of trout’’ with these baits, it does not negative my supposition that many 
others may have been deterred from comiag to the hook simply because the 
naphthalic or methylic odour was there to deter them; more especially if, 
during their rambles, they had already indulged their appetites to such an 
extent as to Jeave only a very small corner wherein to pack away a delicious 
titbit in the shape of a delicately-flavoured little minnow. 

I think all will admit that a preservative without this drawback must be the 
better of the two, provided it is perfect in all other respects, and this, I believe, 
is the case with my preparation—a belief taught by experience, and not hastily 
arrived at without long, careful, and exhaustive experiments. 

I first took the formula of Dr. Wickersheimer from the Pharmaceutical 
Journal, three or four years ago, and have constantly used it since for the pre- 
servation of anatomical and other specimens when requiring such a preparation, 
and, as I said before, have always found it most excellent, hence my great 
reluctance ia being obliged to reject it when testing for a fish preservative. 

My ultimately-adopted preparation contains neither salicylic nor boracic acid, 
for both of these ate insoluble in cold water, while my powder is readily soluble ; 
and another thing, the former of these. costs from ten to twelve shillings per 
lb., and my article about two, but whether there is any of the Doctor’s ee. in 
it or not I cannot say, on account of the vagueness of the abbreviation. 

However, I will leave my fish preservative to the judgment of those gentle. 
men who intend giving it a trial, and if in hot, cold, and temperate weather 
they prove itto be a good, sure preservative, then I shall say to Dr. Emil 
Weeger, in as courteous a spirit as possible, palmam qui meruit feat. 

Yes, Mr. Editor, I say it w2/Z preserve them in hot weather, and ifyou 
should at any time contemplate taking a fishing excursion up the Congo, don’t 
forgett» take a supply with you to ensure having some brilliant baits always at 
hand. 

While upon this subject I cannot refrain from relating a good joke that came 
under my notice a few days back. A’correspondent, whether a member of the 
“Tnvincibles ” or not I cannot say, kindly gave me the hint that if saltpetre 
were added to glycerine it would counteract the softening effect of it, and 
render it usable as a fish preservative. Now, I certainly do not wish to accuse 
the writer of having any assassination ideas in his head, but when a man coolly 
sends me arecipe for a substance known as mztro-glycerine, it really looks as 
though he intended I should dyn-a mite-y way off trom where the mixture was 
compounded.—I am, &c., Wm. Kina, 

1, New Road, London, E., March gth. 





PRIZE-FISHING. 

Sir,—Bravo! Mr. Woolfall; well done! It was time someone with 
authority struck out against the ‘‘abominable practice’’ of pegging down. 
But you know not what a mountain of roguery you remove with a penny spade. 
Joking apart, why not be consistent? Why in one letter find fault wiih those 
who would do away with this system, and in the next call it an abominable 
practice. Truly, the ways of prize-fishers are inscrutable. One calls peg- 
down the above-mentioned complimentary name ; the other ‘‘ the fairest plan 
there is, as it gives alla chance.’”” The one ag.in says, that roving matches 
are everything that is good; the other, that it puts a premium on the silver 
hook. 

*‘G, R. P.’s’’ case must be an exceedingly poor one when he has to descend, 
to gain a point, to misquotation. I might have used a harder word, but hard 
words are not argumen's. My expression was, ‘At the match held at Am- 
berley ’’—very different from ‘‘ Club members’ Amberley match.’? I knew as 
well as he, and as almost every other club-man knew, that the match was an 
open one; but I should not like to vouch, as ‘‘G. R. P.”’ does, ‘‘ for the fairness 
with which all the London men fishedin this match, 

‘© L. B.’* says: ‘Why not tackle thé principle of the thing?’? I maintain 
it has been tackled, and only too well, for many of the arguments used remain 
unanswered. Will ‘*L. B.” deny the following p— 

That prize-fishing is a standing menace to the clubs by reason of the subor- 
dination of everything else to it. Among objects undeniably desirabie, ** L. B.’? 
metitions the inducing of ‘‘club anglers to look upon the giving and winning 
of prizes less as the one great object of an angling society.’’ 

That it is an incentive to dishonesty, selfishness, jealously, &c., take the 
rules which many clubs have that no man shall be allowed to land the fish of 
another whilst prize-fishing. Cases have come under my observation where 
there have been no rules, and yet members have declined to help one another. 

It causes a greater number, and smaller fish to be taken than would other- 
wise be the case, as it is not quality but quantity that is required. 

It has caused—and continues to cause—a_ great amount of ill-feeling, and 
the breaking of many long-standing friendships, 

“L. B.,’’ in your issue of December 3oth, says that the Thames Angling 
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Preservation Society and other kindred societies are sadly hampered for want 
of support, and yet £6,009 annually is spent in prizes. Would ‘L. B.” say 
whether it was in the interests of the sport or otherwise that this large sum 
was so expended? If‘*G.R.P.” is an authority, it is in the interests of the 
clubs, if not the sport, as, without it, clubs would sooner or later cease to 
exist. 

In limiting himself to prizes given by ‘ Jack or Bob,’”’ “L. B.” is wise. 
But what about those which come from the funds—those funds which, to 
my mind, should be put to a better use? How many clubs spend almost the 
whole of their income in this manner? I ask anyone to look down the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society’s list of subscribers, or any other, and see what a 
poor figure the clubs cut; and yet we are told they do not spend their money 
in prizes. ; 

Apclopisie for taking up so much of your valuable space,—Iam, &c., 

RAVENSBOURNE. - 

P.S.—Although only an incident, it may, perhaps, be interesting to the 
Rodney Piscatorials to know that Mr. John Eller: (‘+ Jack from Tunbridge’ ) 
denies having landed the large roach mentioned a short time since, but instead 
says he was informed by a noted poacher that he (the poacher) on the day 
named sold a man some fish among which was a large roach. I get my infor- 
mation secondhand, but from a trustworthy source—a friend of Mr, Eller’s. 


KING’S PRESERVATIVE POWDER. 
Srr,—Mr. King’s preservative for baits receives favourable mention in your 
columns from time to time. I think if that gentleman were to advertise his 


powder, and bring it fairly before the angling community, he would be most — 


liberally patronised, it being, as far as I can see at present, the me plus ultra of 
such preparations.—I am, &c., Wm. H. WHITAKER. 


GUT BODIES FOR FLIES. 

Srr,— With regard to your suggestion of gut bodies for flies, I may mention 
that I have been in the habit for some years past of dressing the more delicate 
duns for my own use with gut or quill bodies. I inclose one of my last year’s 
stock—the only one I can find just now. It is my imitation of the Jenny 
Spinner, the transformation of the iron blue, and so dressed I have killed with 
it. As for the iron blue, I have found the following dressing answer well: 
Body, neatly of the quill of a strand of peacock harl; legs, honey dun, or dark 
ginger: wings, tomtit's tail or light grey mallard dyed a violet shade. What 
is the exact dressing of the blue upright >—I am, &c., JENNY SPINNER. 


QUERIES ON ANGLING IN GERMANY. 

S1r,—Could you or any of your readers give me any information regarding the 
fishing in or about the Scaénmiiozach, situated in the Black Forest in Germany, 
chiefly as to what time the trout-fishing begins, the best flies for those parts, 
and if it is easy to get at from Baden Baden ? 

’ Any information will be thankfully received.—I am, &c., : 
SKIN-THE-FIsH. 

[Schénmiinzach ison the Murg. We think trout-fishing commences on 
March 1. There is a decentinn there. Write to Herr Hagenmayer, of For- 
bach, who is anenthusiastic angler, and can give permission in the Thonbach, 
Schénmurg, Langenbach, Reumurg, Schwarzenbach, &c., which all contain 
(says Herr Max v. d Borne) splendid trout-fishing. The trout-fishing ia the 
Murg is very good at Forbach ; in fact, we should invite ‘‘ Skin-the- Fish ”’ to 
take up his quarters at the Lion, at Forbach, and get further information there. 
Baden Baden is too far off to be used conveniently as headquarters. The best 
flies for the Murg are ‘‘hare’s ear,’’smallred palmer, March brown, yellow dun, 
blue dun, and Hofland’s fancy.—The imitation of the stone-fly also kills well 
when the water is clearing after a storm. Spinning the natural minnow is 
very deadly in the Murg.—ED. ] 


TROUT-FISHING EXTRAORDINARY IN NEW ZEALAND. 
Sir,—It is with very great pleasure I have read your_ paper sent me bya 
friend who receives it regularly in this city, and as I see you get contributions 
from all sorts of places, I venture to send you a paper printed in this city of the 


Antipodes, in which you will see, under the heading of ‘‘ Trout-Fishing Extra- — 


ordinary,’’ a splendid take of ten fish for one day’s work in one of our most 


difficult rivers in this country, a stream as clear as crystal and flowing through a 


river bed of shingle without the slightest shelter. 
nificent, and when I say that they are better in every way than the Shannon 
and Westmeath Lake trout I say much—that is, are better for the table, give 
twice the sport, and are in appearance like white or sea trout. I fished all over 
Ireland during a period of twenty years or more, and so, I presume, am qualified 
to form a pretty fair opinion. I was born on the Shannon, so ought to know 
something of that river at least. 


The fish are simply mag- — 


You require to fish on the stream I speak of (the Selwyn, it is about thirty- 4 


five miles from this city) with the finest round gut you can procure ; it must 
havea certain strength to turn one of these fishes in their tremendous rushes— 


fine, flat or partly round gut won’t hold them a second; they play from ten — 


minutes to thirty (that is, any fish over 23 lb.), and spring from the water 
three or four times, just like salmon or sea trout; in fact, nothing can beat them 
for pluck, sport, and, when on the table, for flavour. An English gentleman, 
what they call out here a ‘‘Globe Trotter,’’? and who is a most enthusiastic 
fisher, says they are the finest trout in the world, and he has been everywhere— 
Norway, Canada, the States, East and West, and Scotland. In the last-men- 


tioned place, he says, the Loch Leven fish are the most like these I speak of. 


—Iam, &c, W. S. Cooke. 
President Anglers’ Society, Canterbury, 
New Zealand. 
Christchurch, New Zealand, December 20, 1882. , 
P.S.—If your readers would be interested in it, I should be glad to give you 
an account of our trout-fishing here. 
[The extract Mr. Cooke refers to is from the Christchurch New Zealand Press, 
of December 20, 1882, as follows :— . , 


‘* TROUT-FISHING EXTRAORDINARY.—That well-known disciple of old Izaak 
Walton, Mr. W. S. Cooke, whose skill in circumventing the finny race is 
known to most anglers, hasjust returned trom a trip to the gorge of the Selwyn, 
and gives the following remarkable result of one day’s fishing. The take was” 
ten fish, weighing as under : —4} Jb., 43 Ib., 2}. 1b., 3 1b., 22 Jb., 4} 1b., 43 Ib. 
7 lb., 61b., and 2 lb., making a net total of gol 1b. As the public are some- 
what sceptical as to thesé extraordinary takes, the fish were carefully and 
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separately weighed in the presence of Messrs. Thornton and Gwatkin, and 
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several others. For the information of those desirous of fishing in the upper 
waters of the Selwyn, or, more properly speaking, the gorge, it may be as well 
$e pate, that the spot is easily reached by trap from the South Malvern 

otel. ' , 

This is ‘* good enough’? in all conscience, and we are greatly obliged to our 
correspondent for it, his letter, and his kind promise of more. We can assure 
him that British anglers read with pleasure accounts of what their countrymen 
abroad get in the shape of angling. Itis a curious coincidence that on the same 
date that Mr, Cooke penned this letter in New Zealand the subject was referred 
to by Mr. Francis, Mr. Youl, and Mr. Marston at the inauguration meeting of 
the National Fish Culture Association, and Mr. Marston read an account he 


had received that day (Dec, 20) of a take of forty-four Antipodean trout 
weighing 80 lb.—Ep.] 


FISHING AROUND BIRMINGHAM—*THE AVON.” 

Str,—‘ Avon’s”’ remarks on fishing around Birmingham that appeared a 
few weeks back would be read by many anglers in this town with particular 
‘interest, for there are numbers here who doubtless would be only too glad to 
see an association formed to procure angling for them and the preservation of 
the same. No doubt ‘‘ Avon”? will have received many. communications 
through you, Mr. Editor, from Birmingham anglers, which, I trust, will be the 
means of bringing about the formation of such a society. 

_ As ‘‘ Avon’’ says, there are miles of this river that might be rented very 
low down, and as I have fished portions of it for some years, can speak most 
highly of the sport to be had. 

Time being limited with.me, I should be unable to assist much in the form- 
ing of an as-ociation, but shall be glad to aid ‘*‘Avon’’ with what little 
information I possess, and I think I could put him on to one or two good spots 
—stretches of water that make one’s fingers itch to have a rod in them, and 
causes an‘ involuntary ‘‘By Jove! what splendid water to fish;’’ and not 
one or two only of such spots, but miles of them in the portion I know; also, 
I fancy somehow it is a different part of the river to that referred to by ‘¢Avon,”’ 
unless he, like myself, has been fortunate enough to gain permission to fish it, 
as is is on very private ground indeed and very isolated. Nevertheless, with a 
little skilful negotiation and csreful handling, the matter, I think, might be 
arranged with the landowners, and the water secured for the Birmingham 
anglers. Of course, Mr, Editor, it would be unwise to mention names of 
places or persons, as some of the landowners may take alarm at the idea of 
being requested to rent their property to a club or society, and naturally jealous 
of their rights, be prepared to refuse, and thus nip in the bud any atcempt to 
benefit the anglers in this district. 

I trust, Mr. Editor, you-will pardon me if I am taking up too much of your 
space; but having enjoyed such fine sport year after year on this particular part 
of the river Avon, I should be only too glad to assist, if ever so httle, other 
anglers to obtain what [have had such pleasant experiences of. 

Reading the ‘ reports from the rivers,’? wezk by week, I do not find that 
many come up to, and none exceed, I may say, what I have seen, and have 
taken myself in my favourite river, always excepting Mr. Jardine’s exploits, 

"of course, to whom a hundredweight or so of pike, &c., is but a fair day's 
fisbiag. 

In August last, as in previous years, [ spext a week on the Avon in company 
of a friend, whom, from being a sceptic, and of course a novice, haviaz 
accompanied me several y-ars in succession has become an ardent angler, 

taking with us my eldest lad, a boy of ten, who can hold his own, roach-fishing, 
against many an older hand. During the week our united catches varied 
from twelve to twenty-five pounds daily, taken from some fuur or tive different 
swims, or rather holes,-in a stretch of water of less than a quarter of a mile, 
and finishing up on the Monday at mid-day, we brought back to town some 
twenty pounds of bream and roach, the last fish I landed turning the scale at 
3 lb. 14 oz., the-best fish of the week. 

I have h:d but one day since, and being the only opportunity for an indefinite 
time, I, very reluctantly, with regard to the rough weather, and -with but poor 
hope of success, started, taking the youngster. 
~~ My almost worst fears were realised, the water being over the lower parts of 
the meadows, swirling along, a sullen, angry flood, and the colour of mortar. 
I look askance at the Jad, who, standing with his rod over his shoulder, was 
regarding the water very dolefully, remarked that we had better have stayed at 
home. [thought s> too. However, as we were there, we put our rods together, 
and selecting the quietest spots, fishing right against the bank, waited patiently 
for a knock. Fortunately it was not cold, so we managed to keep..our spirits 

up, notwithstanding the dismal surroundings. Our patience was sorely tried ; 
dinner came and passed without scoring; I had put my roach-rod aside, and 
stuck to the worm, but fortune was against me that day, and witha sigh J came 
to the conclusion that it was no go. On looking round for the lad I found he 
had vanished, but descried him at the far end of the meadow fishing in a ditch 
that ran into the river. Packing up my traps totally disgus’ed, consigning the 
riyer, fish, and weather to the keeping of of J. Pluvius vowing vengeance 
on a certain beefsteak I knew of, I walked towards the lad, who, in answer to 
my question if he had caught any daddy ruffs, replied he had one or two roach 
in the hole under the grass. -On uncovering the hole, I found the young scamp 
had got forty-seven decent roach, had lost one large rudd and many roach. 

By the bye, I had almost forgotten one incident that will interest greatly 
‘* Avon,’’ Birmingham anglers, and fly-fishermen generally. On the last day 
but one of my holiday I was asked by a casual acquaintance if I would like a day’s 
fishing in a farticular spot known to him. Not caring much for my gent]eman, 
T excused myself on plea of other engagements, &c.* The next morning, being 
Sunday, in-strolling towards the river I met him, and asked what sport he had 
the previous day? ‘‘ Forty pound!’ was his laconic answer; ‘like tosee’em?”’ 
On my assenting, he walked me up an entry toa back kitchen, displayed to 
my surprised senses not only a very nice lot of roach, perch. &c., but twenty- 
five splendid trout. He had taken many before, and all with worm. I had no 
opportunity of weighing one of them, for one would represent the whole, as a 
more level lot of fish I never saw. So far as I can recollect, they would 
measure eleven inches long all round, and not vary half an inch. 

I could recall many pleasant days passed by the side of the Avon, give resu!ts 
that would astonish many a Thames or Trent angler, and raise the envy of a 
goodly number of the Norwich great guns with their five or six stone of fish, 
aye, either for gross weight or specimen fish. 

I think now, Mr. Editor, I have adduced fsufficient evidence to prove that at 
- least one part of the Avon is unsurpassed for good sport, and should be glad to 
know if the suggestion by ‘‘ Avon”’ has borne fruit yet? Witnregard to the 
poached portion of the:iver, I may add chub, pike, and eels are in parts 
numerous and large. 

Now, sir, I should like to say a few words concerning your short address to 
your readers in the first issus for this year. We take it for granted no change 








is anticipated in the management of our paper, and I am sure I speak the feel- 
ing of every reader of the Gazetrz, be he great or humble, in saying that if 
any change were to take place affecting the editorship, a great error would be 
committed. 

Although few of us your revders, have the pleasure of personal acquaintance, 


-yet the name of Mr. Marston is asa household word, his editorial notes and 


articles are read with pleasure and profit and firmlyas the FisHInc GAZETTE 
is established with its readers, it would be shaken to its foundation ifin the 
hands ofa stranger.—I am, &c., W. H. MatHews., 

Birmingham, Jan. 17. 

[ We feel somewhat reluctant to publish these kind, spontaneous words from 
a total stranger, but we know that so many personal friends who have supported 
us all along (including early times, when things looked discouraging enough for 
the future of the Gazurrn) will be p'eased to see them. Ouraim has always 
been to make friends and not enem‘es. We hope the association for protecting 
the Avon will be formed, and that right soon. Ofcourse our correspondent 
knows that there is an associa’ion of Birmingham anglers, but they preserve 
the Trent, and the Trent on’y, we think.—Eb.] 


GROPING FOR PLAICE. 

S1r,—Were I to ask your fishing readers if they had ever taken part in the 
above style of sport, probably some very dubious head-shaking would be my 
only answer, and I might be afterwards asked what it was, or how it was 
arranged ? This ignorance is quite natural, as ‘‘ groping for plaice’’ is hardly 
the sort of amusement about which much would be written, or which. 
would be likely to force itself upon the notice of ‘‘slingers of 10 cent. bugs,”’ 
as the Americans call our fly fishermen; but, nevertheless, it is amusing, and, 
in favourable localities, highly productive of a good catch of that most succu- 
lent fish, the flounder, than which there are very few more eatable if properly 
cooked. 

My own introduction to the sport was in this wise. One day last autumn, 
when the weather was hot and pleasant, the yacht on which I was aboard had 
dropped down from Greenhithe to the roads off Southend, at the mouth of 
the Thames, with the ebbing tide; but when that failed her, she had to let go 
an anchor, as there was not enough wind to work out into the open, and so we 
“\came to,’’ with the prospect of a long wait before we should be moving 
again, But idleness is irksome, even on a warm, sunny afternoon, to your 
correspondent ; so, as the good town of Southend lay too far to make a landing 
worth while there, even if its ginger-beer and. periwinkles, so dear to the heart 
of bank-holiday makers, had had any attrac'ions for him, he determined on 
trying his luck in the shooting line; and, ordering ‘‘ Joe,’’ the cabin boy, to 
prepare the dingy, was soon afloat with that blue-jerseyed individual on the 
pleasantly-rippling water. 

The river was ® quite too charming,’’ as the volatile young American lady, 
standing in the yacht’s stern and waving a handkerchief, would have said. 
Noble vessels, with glossy black sides glirtering in the sunlight, were ploughing 
up the still water under the impulse of their screws; on the southern side of 
the broad stream ran the smooth undulations of the Kentish coast and the 
tree-dotted uplands of the ‘‘ Isle of Grain,’’ while on the nearer northern side 
lay the Essex shore, like the more finished picture of a master, with all its 
yellow corn-fields, verdant woods, and variegated scenery, ‘ worked in’’ in 
detail, and only separated from our slowly-moving Jittle coracle by a stretch 
of mud and sand a mile or so broad. It was round this latter we coasted, 
locking out for a stray duck or sandpiper, whose ill-luck might briag 
him within our reach; but, for some reason, nothing was to be seen far 
ornear. Most likely it was too hot—sea-birds having a very marked objection 
to exposing themselves on mud-banks if the direct rays of the sun beac upon 
them. Any way, we saw nothing, and after having landed on the hard 
flats, and walked a little distance up a likely-looking creek without any success, 
Thad almost made up my mind to return, when, as I was filling my pipe, and 
Joe was doing the same by invitation to his, he remarked :—‘* You don t want 
no plaice, do you, sir.?’’ I said it would certainly be a good thing to take 
some back with us to the yacht. But how wasit to be managed? We had no 
lines or hooks with us, and though the sea-floor around was covered with 
mussels and juvenile crabs that would do well enou zh for bait, they were no 
good without the more important tackle. This, however, did not weigh 
heavily on my man’s mind. He said he knew a way of capturing as many fish 
as we wanted without any apparatus but su¢h as Niture had furnished us with, 
and, sitting down ona bulwark of our lilttle craft, which we had hauled up and 
made fast just awash of the water, he drew off his boots and rolled up his 
trousers as high as ever they would go, afterwards doing the same with the 
blue sleeves of his jersey, baring his well-fleshed arms, and declared himself 
ready to begin. I had followed his example, and witha secret hope that they 
would not turn any telescopes on us from the “‘ Ethelbert,’’ followed my guide, 
whose appearance was anythiog but dignified. the extent of his bare limbs 
seeming out of all proportion to his body, unvil we came to the edge of one of 
the numerous small creeks which meander about the flats; and, though under 
salt water while the tide is up, are brackish for the rest of the time with slight 
freshwater currents. These are about a foot deep at dead low water, but of 
course deeper as the tide ‘‘makes,’’ until it covers the surrounding flats, and 
their courses are lost till next ebb. 

The first one of these we reached my guide sniffed at like a dog drawing 
game, and, finding it promising, went down on all fours and waddled into the 
water ina most ludicrous manner, and-proceeded to mike his way slowly up the 
channel with an expression of the deepest attention in his face. ‘* What on earth 
was he doing ?”’ It certainly looked asif the sun had got the better of him, and 
that he was ‘‘ touched,’’ for it would be difficult to picture a more extraordinary 
sight than he made, on all fours, with the water lapping close under his body, 
and the wistful look in his eyes. But there was a method in his madness. 
Presently he pauses, and it is obvious is doing something with his hidden hands. 
Another second, and*he springs upright, and with a jerk throws an object into 
the air which flies over head, and following its course with our eyes we see it 
fal', and there, safely landed, is a fine flat-fish of nearly a pound weight, 
kicking and plunging in a way that made me long to have it at the end of a 
rod and line. I have always respected success, so with a much better opinion 
of the ‘boy’? speedily got down on all fours, and, devoutly hopiag again that 
that young American woman is looking the other way, for, ifshe sees me thus, [ 
shall be quizzed on our return until life will be a burden, I wade boldly into the 
stream. The first thing to be rema.ked is the delightful warmth of the water, 
which, being very shallow, has been thoroughly heated by the sun. Indeed it is 
like waddling about in new milk, for the water is a littie coloured and impos- 
sible to see through; but occasionally one puts a hand or foot on a broken tea~ 
pot or empty beef tin, which for a moment somewhat spoils the enjoyment of 
the new-milk idea. For some time I find nothing like a fish, though groping 
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and feeling with the utmost persistency, whereas my instructor is working a 
little higher up, and throwing out the dabs one or two a minute. I determine 
not to give it up, however, and advancing with extra care, certainly become 
alive to something smooth and flat lying in the sand under the cloudy water. 
Under this my fingers are passed, and it flies into the air—not the fish 
fondly supposed, but the half of achina plate! Joe grins and shouts out: 
‘‘ Wait till you feel them a-kicking, sir, under your hands!’’ So I try again, 
2nd in half a.minute beyond a doubt feel something ‘‘ a-kicking’’ in the sand, 
and grip it promptly, but the only result is a substantial grip in return from a 
crab who resents my familiarity. This goes on for a few minutes, and I am 
wondering in what the secret of success can lie when my hand, as I crawl 
forward, is placed right on the bro:d back of an undoubted fish, and the never- 
afterwards-to-be-forgotten shake of his strong tail is felt. But he cannot get 
away, and I grip him hard by the head, and bear my prize ashore, where tie 
lies tossing and pitching on the ooze, destined for the pot in spite of his 
brilliant diamend eyes and the crimson and golden circles of his skin. 

This success initiates me into the mysteries of the sport. We move to another 
creek, and here are soon enthusiastically at work, my own share of the spoil 
being now very creditable. A strange manner of fishing in truth, and one that 
not every fisherman would care about. Your body is extended perfectly 
horizon‘ally along the surface of the creek, and your face is thus brought within 
an ioch or two of the water, beneath which nothing can be seen, as the muddy- 
ness and slight ripple hide all objects from the view. Under these circums 
stances all depends on the sense of touch, which becomes wonderfully sensitive 
after alittle practice. It is said there are women of India who can sort twenty 
different varieties of unspun silk in the dark simply by the exquisite sensi'iveness 
of their finger tips, and something of the same sort of skill is needed in ‘‘ grop- 
ing for plaice.’ This [had now acquired, and entering into the sport the fun 
soon became fast and furious, and the fish feeding up the creeks seemed really 
to pave them with wriggiing bodies, which we cou'd feel, as Joe remarked, 
‘all amongst our fingers and toes ’ At the end of half-an-hour’s hard work, 
exhausted and with aching backs, the tide fairly forced us to stop, and drove us 
away by fi'ling the channels and making them too deep to be worked. So we 
collected the spoil, and carrying them off to the boat, counted out all but five 
doren beautiful fish as handsome as conld be wished, and in my opinion—as 
previously remarked—second to very few in flavour. 

We had, however, made ourselves in a glorious mess, and, being very wet, 
we rowed off to the yacht without further delay, and very shortly afterwards, 
when the sun went down on the busy river and the tea-bell had sounded, there 
was an abundant repast of delicious ‘‘dabs ’’ going both in the cabin and fore- 
castle, ‘ a'l hands’’ falling to on our strangely-captured prizes with the 
greatest relish.—I am, Xc., BOL. Ag 





SALMON IN THE THAMES. 

Str,—Mr. Thos. Falkner in his ‘‘ Historical and Topographical Description 
of Chelses and its Environs,’’ published 1829, says: 

** Salmon fishing on the Thames begins on the 25th of March above London 
Bridge, and ends the 4th of September. They (the salmon) bear a most 
extravagant pice in the London markets, having been sold at 12s. a pound; 
8s. and half a guinea a pound is frequently given for the whole fish together, 
and the average price is 5s., although the quality is probably equalled in other 
rivers, and there is so little other excellence in the fish beyond their being caught 
so near the Metropolis, and not losing their flavour by long carriage before they 
are b ought to table. To be eaten in perfection, salmon cannot be too fresh.”’ 

Mr. Falkner also gives an interesting account of the salmon fishing at 
Chelsea. He says: ‘‘ It appears by au hentic documents that in the reign ot 
Charles If. the fishing was carried on here to a very considerable extent by 
Charles Cheyne, Esq., the Lord of the Manor, and others, but owing to the 
evil practices of the fishermen in using unlawful nets and from other causes it 
fell into decay, and finally proved an unprofitable speculation. The right of 
fishing extended from Battersea to Lambeth. About the year 1664 Sir Walter 
St. John resigned all his rights tothe ‘‘rooms’’ of thesalmon fishery with the 
river Thames to the fishermen of Chelsea, between Upper Lindsay Place above 
the Feathers, towards the west to the creek called York Place Creek on the 
east, with free liberty to cast and draw up their nets upon part of the was e 
adjoining, and also to the depasture and liberty to feed one horse upon the 
waste for drawing up the fishing boats, and on the same year a bond was drawn 
up between the following mentioned persons, viz., Charles Cheyne, Esq, 
Joseph Als one, John Saunders, Edward Cox, Daniel Burt, and John Colson, 
who paid the sun of £8} into the hands of John Burgess and John Wild for 
the half of four salmon nets, which were to be employed yearly in the several 
fishing rooms of Che'sea and Lambeth during the season, and the conditions 
were that they should keep the nets in repair, and weekly during the season 
make a just account of all profits arising from the fishery by equal proportions 
to the above-named Charles Cheyne, Esq., and partners at the dwelling-house 
of John C lson, in Chelsea. On Monday, the 3oth of May, 1664, the Chelsea 
fishermen began to fish, and took from Monday to Saturday nine salmon, weigh- 
ing 172} 1]b., and sold them as follows :— 


Cok 
To the Duchess of Ormond, 13}1b. at 16d. per lb. ‘3 19 6 
To J.ord Cheyne, 18 lb. at 18d. perlb. 1 4 0 
To Mr, Alston, 18 lb. at 18d. perlb. 1 4 Oo 
To several fishermen, 122 lb. at 14d. perlb. 7 1 0 
Tvtal ae ae 4c es ie G10 8 6 
—Iam. &c., SILVER Doctor. 


Grosvenor Square. 





BREAM AT BESTHORPE. 

Str,—The letter of Mr. F. Cooper reminds me that some of the happiest 
days of my life I ever spent werespent with that warm-hearted, jovial ¢ports- 
man, Robert Cooper, Esq.,of North Collingham, Notts. One day in particular, 
in Besthorpe Fleet, at the very spot your correspondent mentions, viz., at the 
fence end on the sile next the Trent. close to that solitary thick thorn bush, 
under which I have found friendly shelter in many a pelting shower, and which 
has apparently stood there for ages, we had a splendid day’s sport, though none 
ran very large. 

In the same spot, many years ago, my brother and I caught close 
upon 1001b. of bream, &c , in two days, the three largest scaling over 14 lb. 
—grand fish! Lleft quite 30 1b. with R. Piggott, Esq , who still resides in 
the village. The news spread like wildfire, and when I arrived on the mom- 
ing of the following day, there were between thirty and forty anglers all along 
the bank, with such an assortment of rods, reels, lines, baits, and floats that I 
never saw before, and I hope and trust I shall never see again. One man, 


poor Harry Johnson, had got a bzan-stick for a rod, a perfect May pole, with 
afloat about the shape and size of a shorthorn carrot. His line being consider- 
ably longer than his pole, he had to carefully place it in ‘‘position’’ up the 
bank before ‘throwing in.’? You should have heard the ‘‘swish”’ of his rod 
and the splash of his float when he performed that feat. 

It was a caution to see him when he seized his rod. with teeth set, and a look 
of determination which would have done credit to Napoleon at Waterloo: he 
raised his pole, and taking several sharp, quick steps, suddenly stopped ; then, 
with a mighty ‘‘swither,’’ sent the float and tackle clean over his head as far as 
the line wou'd allow them to go, the whole descending with a splash enough to 
frighten every fish out of the fleet. Another most extraordinary angler, who 
kept him company in following this style, was a man of the name of Vessey, 
and no power on earth could make him use the ordinary jointed rod. He used 
to say, ‘‘they would not stand a good pull.’? He would observe, in the most 
innocent manner, ‘* Suppose you hooked a bream 5 lb., or an eel 2 1b., what 
would you do with them? ’’? And, on answering, ‘‘ Well, in all probability, I 
should stew the eel and ‘ frizzle’ the bream,’’ the old man would look as black 
as a thunder-cloud. and, perhaps, not speak again for the whole day. In con- 
clusion, I feel deeply grateful to F. Cooper, Esq (whom I fancy I know), for 
thus affording me the opportunity of referring to bygone experiences —happy 
memories of times long past, never to come again, but always rever ed to with 
a loving, clinging 1emembrance for those dear associations only known and 
treasured in the heart of atrus-bred angler. I am almost certain Sol Nicholson 
was not the carrier of that name, but a relative. In conclusion, friend Cooper, 
I may say, in North Collingham parlance, you have fairly ‘‘ coopered”’ me this 
time.—MARK ANTONY. 

{ Will Mr. Cooper please send his address? We have mislaid it.—Ep ] 


PRIZE FISHING AND PEG-DOWN MATCHES. 

S1r,—I entirely agree with your correspondent, ‘ Ravensbourne,’’ on the 
above subject. 

In this town (which is not a hundred miles from Manchester) there are a 
great many angling clubs, all of which, without a single excep ion, are in 
favour of the gross- weight and peg-down system. These clubs, or the ass cia- 
tion to which they belong, run trips twice a year to a North-country canal — 
one on Whit Friday and the other on the first Saturday in August. Ou each 
occasion they fish peg-down matches fur prizes. 

The contests extend over a period of two hours, and in that time the best man 
out of several hundreds contrives to take from 2 to 31b. of fish, which consist 
of, perhaps, a 1]lb. jack and half-a-dozen or so of perch about the length of 
my fing-r, and a few eels of equally noble proportions, should it be the Whit- 
suntide match. If it is the August match, perhaps he will ca:ch the lice 
weight of roach. 

Now, can this be called sport? The canal is well stocked, and L have 
frequently taken and seen taken large baskets of pike and big roach. 

To give the readers of the GAZETTE some idea of the kind of men ([ cinnot 
call them anglers) the competitors are, I will relate an event that occurred at 
one of last year’s matches. 

The man who won the first prize, having got a bite, gave a terrific jer’, 
which spoke volumes for the strength of his tackle, an 1 hooxed a pike of about 
2}1b.or3lb. This so suprised him (it most likely being the largest fish he 
had ever come to close quarters with), that hestooij giping at it for some 
minutes, the fish taking line all the time. Too surprised to know what he was 
doing, the angler backed into a hedge which runs along the tow-path at the 
side furthest from the water. Recovering himself a litile, he managed, with 
the assistance of a friend, to get the fish into the landing-net. As soon as 
the fish was fairly landed, its captor commenced kicking it abou. ti‘lis was 
dead. 

At the close of the match some of the ovhers objected to his weighing it in, 
on the ground that he, had not landed it himself; but after an angry discu.sion 
he was allowed to do so, and got the first prize. . 

On one occasion I had been fishing the same canal, and whilst waiting for 
the train, I got into conversa ion with a man who had a monstrous jick thit 
would probably weigh three-quarters of a pound or so, and threg or four perc) 
of the size before mentioned. On my asking him why he did not return such 
small fish to the water ke seemed greatly surprised, and informed me he was 
going to weigh them in at his club if he could get to town before closing time. 

Could not some scheme be set on foot so that genuine anglers might obtain 
cheap travelling, without being obliged to belong to a club whose members are 
totally devoid of any sportsmanlike feeling, and who care more about beer 
and a few paltry prizes than a ramble amongst the most beautiful scenery 
and a dish of trout or other fish caught in a scientific and sportsmanlite 
manner ? 

If it were not for these prizes three-quarters cf the members of the clubs in 
this town would give up fishing forever, to the great satisfaction of all true 
brothers of the angle. 

At present I am sorry to say that Dr. Jchnson’s definition of an angler as 
regards most of those above mentioned is certainly correct. 4 

One man, whois considered amongst a certain class to be the best angler 
we have in this part of the country (and who isin favour of the above competi- 
tions), takes his fish, as I aminformed, by means of night lines and trimmers. 
He keeps a beerhouse, and as he contrives by some means or other frequently 
to get a large number of fish, and as many people go to see them and stay to 
taste his ale, he doub:less makes a good thing out of it. 

Some time ago, ‘‘ Fakes,’’ as he is called, went fishing. Failing to get any, 
and fearing to go home ‘without fish, he took a stroll round the marget, and 
seeing some roach he purchased about 7 1b. The fishmonger, suspecting his 
object, put a red herring amongst them. When ‘Fakes’? got home, some 
of his fuends dropped in and inquired what he had caught. He showed them 
the basket. After turning the fish over a bit they discovered the red herring, 
much to ‘‘Fakes’s’’ disgust. He ejaculated, ‘‘ That fishmonger’s sold me.”’ 

4 pologising for taking up so much of your valuable space.—I am, &c., 

HARELUG, 
conduct I cannot 


P.S.—The accuracy of the above account of ‘‘ Fakes’s”’ 
I have no 


vouch for, but it was related to me by one in a position to know. 
personal knowledge of ‘‘ Fakes,’’ and never saw him in my life.—H, 





POACHING AT CULHAM. - 
S1r,—Charles Langsbury, of Sutton Courtney, Berks, was summoned before 
the Rev. F. E. Robinson, and W. Grayham, Esq., at the County Magistrates 
Chamber, cn Monday, the 12th ult, (1) for unlawfully taking a trout 
diriag the fence season for the same at Sutton Weir Pool, on the 13th ult. ; 
(2) with having a trout in his possession, knowing it to have been so taken ; and 


’ 
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(3) with selling it contrary to by-law No. 9, made by the Conservators of the 
kames. Defeudant pleaded guilty. Mr. G. Payne appeared for the Conser- 
vancy, and remarked that this case was one which they felt bound to bring before 
the Bench, as the trout killed was a very fine one, weighing some three and a 
half pounds, and was full of spawn. The case was brought there more in the 
interests of those who were fond of ang’ing, and who did not like that this fish 
should be so ignominiously destroyed. The defendant no doubt caught it by 
mistake, and he did not charge him with wilfully catching it, but his duty was 
to put it back into the water again. Defendant had been in the employ of the 
Conservancy. He was eviden'ly poor, and he (Mr. Payne) did not wish to press 
the charge, but wou'd leave it to the Bench. Defendant, who said he had had 
no work since last Michaelmas, was fined 6d and the costs, which amounted to 
3s. ‘‘ He was allowed a month to pay.’’ 

On the other hand it is very refreshing to see with what even-handed severity 
the Justice Shallows, who ornament our county benches, treat anyone, even 
on the slightest evidence, brought before them charged with a breach of the 
Game Laws. I find no less than seven cases of this class recorded in Jast week’s 
Oxford papers, in which the ten men complicated were fined sums varying from 
45 to ts. and costs, or in default, from 1 month to 7 days’ imprisonment.~ In 
neither case was any time allowed to pay, and, judging from the reports, as each 
of the cefendants belonged tothe labouring classes, who are not paid a very 
high rate of wages, and were possibly almost, if not quite in as indigent circum- 
stances as Mr. Chas. Langsbury, of Sutton Courtney, I think, seeing how 
seldom persons are detected in a breach of the fishing laws, and that unlike the 
destruction of spawn, and consequently at a later period fish, the mere taking of 
a pheasant or hare only amounts to the destruction of itself, the least the magis- 
trates could have done would have been the committal of the defendant to prison 
without the option of a fine.—I am, &c., THE CHERWELL OTTER. 


A PIT TO BREED WORMS IN. 


Str —Can you give me any information respecting the formation of a pit to 
breed wormsin—what it should be composed of, and other necessary instructions ? 
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If you do not } now all par iculars perhaps you will kindly ask for information 
through the columns of your valuable medium. 1 want to construct something 
that will give me at the very least two hundred gross every season.—I am, &c, 

Berwick on- fw:ed. R. C. Steven. 





PRIVATE SNAKES. 


S1r,—Your correspondent, *‘ W. B.,’’ must not lay the flitteriog unction to 
his soul that club-men and gross weight prize-fishing are the sole causes (as he 
says) of the misdeeds of local poachers and Thames punt-men, 

I can speak to cases of men who never have yet belonged to fishing club; 
(it would have been better if they had) that, t» my certain knowledge, have had 
catches of fish published in the papers in order to obtaia a nime in the angling 
world, I will give you an instance, but will suppress the name. Upon one 
occasion, a few years back, I accompanied a young man, the son of my then 
employer, to a certain station on the Thames. A punt was obtained, and we 
set to work trying for barbel. Two or three small barbel the writer himself 
caught, but the fish not being at all on feed, ashift was mide, and we coms 
menced again for roach, the puntsman taking a few as well as myself; but my 
friend being a novice, met with no success. At the close of the day the wel 
of the punt was emptied into my friend’s bag, which consisted of sixteen 
barbel, besides a fair show of roach—in all over 40]b was brought up to town, 
and shown as Mr. ’s catch. I could give many instances that have come 
under my notice of gentlemen not regular anglers doing similar things, the 
feeling being, if they start upon a fishing excnrsion, they must show something 
for their outing. I venture to say this is not the case with your regular anglers 
(club-men). They are not at all ashamed to own that sport has been bad, for 
it so frequenty occurs. 

You see, Mr. Editor, that there are things quite as bad, if not worse, than 
club-men fishing for gross weight.—I am, &c., Gris (P: 

4, Hampton Street, Feb, 24. 








The . | OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND’S 
, | SARSAPARILLA. 


Gran 
In Bottles of all Chemists, 
Spring | At 2s. 6d., 4s. 6d,,7s, 6d., & 1s, 


Drpror— 


Medicine. |131, FLEET STREET, E.C, 


FOR SALE. 
VA and FRY of Gellaroo Trout. A speciality. Also 
Fario Fontinalis, Grayling, &c. Hatching appiratus 
provided cn any scale or system. 








Address—Manacrr, Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent. 


; MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
A delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 4os. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, 4os.; and Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various). Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWS, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 





ee Cen, COLDS, ASTHMA, 


yer: and NEURALGIA, 
D* J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses tats effectual.—Caution.— The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘‘ Dr. J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.”? See decision of 
Vice-Chanellor Sir W. Page Wood, 7he Times, 
July 16, 186;. Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
hysicians accompany each bottle. 
.C. Witkinson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“TI consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: tbe benefit is very marked indeed.’ 
Sold in hottler, 18, 14d., 2s. od., and 4s. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 
8 le Manufacturer, J, T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
: RKesseil Street, W.C. 


ANTED.—A Responsible Sporting 

’ or Hardware House as Agent to handle our 

Fishing Rods. Turned Stock, Reels, Baseball Bats, 

&c. Address—Thos. H. Cuuss, Poct Mills, 
Vermont, U S. 


COARSE FISH AND FRY. 
ANTED.—Some Coarse Fish for Breeding, 
W also Fry.—Kindly send terms to J. J. 
Morgan, 5, Prospect Place, Tredegar. 


<0 FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 


THE Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait 

makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 

nish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust. 
For samples and prices address— 


CHARLES COURT, 


PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 
Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, 


From 











ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

of Prize blood, for breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s. ; -Goldfinches, ull- 
Snches, Siskins, Linnets ; best working Ferrets in England, 
48. and 5s, each; tame Rabbits, 1s., rs. 6d., 2s., 2s, 6d. each. 
—Jj. E,. Tuirketris, Naturalist, Grapes Hill, Norwich. 
Established 1868 





BELGIAN PIGEONS. 
HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresk 
imported, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 
12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, Its. od. ; strong Belgian 
Blues, t1s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, 
14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 
colour,’ 15s. per dozen. Packages returnable 
P.O.0O.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 
ington, Hull. 


SECOND-HAND SALMON ROD, 

by Cumming. 18 feet. Two top joints, best 

bronzed check reel, on which is too yards of eight- 

plait prepared silk line, with gaff staff and hook, 

55s. Can be seen at Messrs. Gruuerrs, 4o, Fetter 
Lane. 


Cannon's Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Withanr 
Leather, Glue and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng. 
land. 








ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shote Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Pricr’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London. 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACOIDENTS 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINST THEIR COST! 


NTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
ACCTRRURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng against 
Accents ot all Linds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITAL AND RESERVE £250,000, 
MopgeratTe PREMIUMS, 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after fivs years. 


, y e 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

, + WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


HOLIDAYS—TWO MONTHS, FORT- 
GHTLY, and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
MONDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) 
TICKETS will be issued by all Trains at RE- 
DUCED FARES to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, 
Walton-on-the-Naze, Clactonson-Sea, Harwich, 
Devercourt, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, 
Hunstanton, and Cromer. 

CHEAP EXCURSION TICKETS will be issued 
as under :-— 

To BROXBOURNE and RYE HOUSE from 
Liverpool Street, St. Pancras, Kentish Town, 
Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, Cambridge Heath, 
London Fields, Hackney Downs, Clapton, Coborn 
Road, Stratford, and Tottenham. A Special Train 
will leave Liverpool Street at 9.20 a.m. on Easter 
Monday, calling at Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, 
Coborn Road, Stratford, and Tottenham. 

To CHINGFORD, from Liverpool Street, Bis- 
hopsgate, and Bethnal Green; and to WOODFORD 
BUCKHURST HILL, and LOUGHTON, from 
Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, Co- 
born Koad, Fenchurch Street, Stepney, Burdett 
Road, and Bow Road. Additional trains will be 


run. 

To WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE,  Clacton-on- 
Sea, Dovercourt, and Harwich, by Special Train 
leaving Liverpool Street at 8 0a.m on Easter Monday, 
calling at Stratford, 

WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager, 

London, I-iverpoal § reet, March, 1883. 


ONE PENNY REVIEW 


POLITICS, LITERATURE SOCIETY, 
SPORT, THE DRAMA, AND FINANCE. 


Gio EASTERN RAILWAY.—EASTER 
N 








THE ONLY HIGH-CLASS PENNY REVIEW. 





APPEARS EVERY SATURDAY. 





Offices—18, CATHERINE STREET, STRAND. 





FISHERMEN, READ! 


—-_——- 


ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


Powerful Battery. Incandescent Lamp. Carbons, Wires, 
&c. Complete, 30s, ener for lighting any building. 
Also for 


FISHING PURPOSES, 


As, when the lamp is weighted and thrown into clear water» 
the light is brilliantly effective at even a depth of many 
yards The ELECTRIC LIGHT seems to possess a sin- 
gu'ar fascination for the fish, for they quickly flock round its 
1ays,and may be seen taking the baited hooks. 


HULL, 





J. COWLEY & CO., 


SELLING By THOUSANDS, 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously and Skilfully Adminisered. 


DEAR Sir,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives.—Yours truly, JNo. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr. H, S. Park. 


H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Deas Si1r,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHEUMATISM. 


suffering acutely for weeks from this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Frevx, Tuompson, auctioneer. 
H. 8S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD) BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


MAGNEIISM, 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Juns, 1832. - 


St. Ann’s Place, Manchester. 
I had been 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan. 20, 1880, 


Dar Sir,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne‘ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER. 


Mr. H. a Park, Manchester. 


H.S, Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘* Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lun 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength —H. S. PARK, 604, 


g Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm’, Bron~ 
Market Street, Manchester. 





HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHING: IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Wens- 
ey, or other rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 


medium of the 
Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
Strictly preserved, belonging to 


. THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


* Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.’?— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 

‘« The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ hote) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance, 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing, 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successcr to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fiy Make-, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland, 


P.S.—24 aitferent pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad. Guaranteed to kill on anyriver or lake, if 
suited to size of water. One trial of trese flies s licited, 
Send for three thunder and lizhtning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep fiies. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 


VER Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ven- 
nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Mountain Air, 
Turkish, Russian, &c., Baths. ’Bus to every Train. Shel- 
tered from East Winds. Terms, per day, from 8s. 6d.; per 
week, £2 12s. 6d,—CALLANDER HypropatuHic, Callander, 
Perthshire. 

















DULVERTON, SOMERSET.—BARLE 
TROUT FISHING. 


PORTION of .this river above Dulvertcn, three anda 
half miles on one side and three miles on the other, is 
being preserved. Tickets, daily, 1s.; weekly, 2s. 6d.; 
yearly, ros, ; to be obtained at the Post Office and the Lion 
and Lamb Hotels. 

The undersigned will be glad to furnish any information, 
Excellent accommodation at the hotels and private houses. 
The Ketreat, Dulverton, G, S. JELLICOE, sec, 

March, 1883, 











RINGWOOD FISHERY. 


SALMON !!! 





SALMON ! SALMON !! 


SEVEN MILES ON THE AVON. 


Daily Tickets, Five Shillings. Fishing Tickets are issued 
only from the Wuitz Harr Hore upen personal 
application only, First-class accommodation for Families, 
Private, Dining and Breakfast rooms. Address— 


Tue MANAGER, 
WHITE HART HOTEL, RINGWOOD, HANTS. 





N.B.—No Tickets are issued at or to any other Hotel for 
these waters, the right being strictly reserved for the White 
Hart Hotel. Hurdle, fisherman. 

By Order. TOHN MOURANT, Esq. 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 








FISHING ON THE RIVER LYN. 


About twenty miles of the BEST TROUT, SALMON, 
and PEEL FISHING in the North of Devon; commencing 
by the sea on the East Lyn, taking inthe BRENDON and 
BADGWORTHY Streams. Fishing commenced on the 
tst of Marcb. 





All Particulars can be obtained by application to 


MR. BEVAN, 
LYNDALE HOTEL, LYNMOUTH. 
The Sole Lessee: 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. perdozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds, The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S..eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 











ROUT FRY.—The Saltaire Angling 
Association has a choice lot of Ova (Salmo 
Ferox), also some Brook Trout Ova (Salmo Fario), 
from fish of large size. The prize for Fry will be 
£2 per 1000. Early application should be made to 
GrorcE H. Bouron, Secretary, Saltaire, Yorks. 





MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Southern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. EnglishColony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, FishinG GAzETTK, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 


Rage AQUARIUM. — This Day.— 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’clock, p.m. 








OYAL AQUARIUM.—Electric Ex- 

hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 

run of the Electrical E; hibition, the Charge for Admission to 

the Royal Aquarium will be TWO SHILLINGS after Six 
o’clock p.m. 





Exhibition —200 Exhibitors, including Edison, Swan, 
Siemens, Jablochkoff, Henley, Werdermann, Gulcher, Pil- 
sen, Goulardand Gibbs, Andre, Dowson, Ferranti, Thomp- 
son, McEvoy and Matheson, “etc. systems; also Messrs. 
Davey Paxman, Hornsby and Co,, Robey, etc,, for engines, 
The. fvel used is the best Welsh smokeless steam coal, sup- 
NOW OPEN’: 


Ree AQUARIUM.—The Electric 


plied by Messrs, Hardman and Sons. 








Pach ete AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 
prairie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr, 
Bob White. These, the most extraordinary performing 
horses in the world, are @ngaged at enormous expense, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10.30. 











S. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 


. 27, RUSSELL STREET 
COVENT GARDEN, 
Next door to the Albion Hotel. 





SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. — 





Rods Repaired on the Premises. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MtNNOW, WORM, &c 
BY 


THOMAS. FORD, 


Price One Shilling. 


130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons foruse. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 
FISHING, 


“ Trout-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry or 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North, But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.’?—Daily News. 

“Tt is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods of fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thorougbly worth a shilling,”’—Fisuinc Gazetrs. 

‘‘The desiga of this handy book is to give anglers an in- 
sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing, [Che instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’’—Live Stock Journal, 

“The manua:, which seems to contain all it is needful to 
know onthe matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.””—City Press. 

“The author is a trout-fsher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and — 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to comman 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
complete one in every respect, and he who aims at anythin 
like an intimate acquaintance with the wily trout shoul 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr. 
Ford’s valuable treatise,’’—Louth Advertiser. 

‘¢ The book is carefully written, free from scientific hard 
words, and furnishes_full lists and. descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.’’—Exeter Flying Post. 

‘6 Invaluable in trout-angl.ing.’’—Bell’s Lite, 

“Mr, Thomas Ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are given 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties, Fishing 
with boih the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing are all touched upon, and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman, The work also contains an elaborate 
list cf flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”—Land and Water. <A 

‘‘ This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal ina smalispace. We find a list of 130 trout- 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal 
of entomological intormation highly important to the trout~ 
fisher.’”’-— Yorkshire Gazette. ’ : 

*‘ The author of this little work is an-experienced and en- 
thusiastic trout-fisher, In addition to a list of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressing ~ 
them, Mr. Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the various months. A large proportion of the fliss are suit~ — 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Bradford Observer, 

‘* Anglers will find this an enthu:iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent. For five-and-twenty years he tells — 
us, trout - fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- 
perience for the benefit of others. ‘he directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found of the greatest service.”— 


Daily Chronicle, 
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THE THAMES TROUT SEASON. 


Sas opening of another trout-fishing season in the Thames is, 
to my notion, not looked forward to with the same degree 
of interest that used to be attached to it. Nor do I think there 


are so many anglers as there were who really make a practice of 


continuous visits to the different fishing-stations for the purpose 
of getting among the trout. And another thing: although the 
fish are numerous, there is nothing like the number taken during 


the early part of the season—that is, before the coarse-fishing 


season begins—as there was some eight or ten yearsago. Then 
it was quite an exception for a week to pass over without the 
record of several good trout being captured. It is generally 
believed as the reason, there is greater difficulty in getting hold of 
the trout than formerly, and I confess I am somewhat of a 
believer in this icea. In reference to the present stock of 
trout inthe Thames there has been undeniable proof that there is 
a great number of small fish. As an evidence of this fact, at 
Sunbury the fly-fishers last year took great quantities under 1 lb. 
each, which they returned to the river; and in netting for bait it 
not unfrequently happens young trout are found amongst the 
other fish. Last year, in April and May, the weather was very 
unfavourable for the capture of trout, in consequence of the 
prevalence of strong easterly winds and other causes, and the great 
bulk of the trout were taken after the 16th of June with the tail- 
end of a lobworm in barbel and bream-fishing. This, therefore, 
is some additional testimony to the existence of a good stock of 
trout in the ‘‘City waters.” Again, the old pot-hunting character 
of fishing for trout which I have witnessed years ago is not now 
practised. I have seen men sitting at ease in their punts with 
four rods with live-bait swimming about like so many trimmers, 
leisurely waiting for a run; and they were generally found in 
places where good fish had been seen feeding. There is only 
one other evil to be removed, and that is the unsportsmanlike 
practice of trailing; but some who practise it are now getting 
ashamed of being seen. Upon the reliable testimony of John 
Johnson, sen., of Kingston, William Milbourne, of East Moulsey, 
Alfred Stroud, of Sunbury, - George Hone, of Walton, David 
Hackett, of Shepperton, James Haslett, of Chertsey, and John 
Keene, sen., of Staines, the quantity of good trout seen feeding 
this year is most satisfactory, and they are hoping to record some 
good captures. There was some few years ago a practice of 
fishermen angling by themselves for trout, under the plea that they 
were employed by a customer; and it became so very objection- 
able to some of the gentlemen anglers that they altogether dis- 
continued their visits. There was a report last year of a slight 
revival of this short-sighted practice, and all well-wishers to the 
river will join me in hoping it will not occur again. The now 
common practice in the House of Commons of “naming” will 
be “the order of the day” on our metropolitan river when that 
again takes place. Let the gentlemen come and catch the fish; 
it will pay far better, and the value of a trout caught by them 
reflects largely to the credit and pocket of the attendant fisher- 
man. It isasovereign climax asa tule. There is, perhaps, no 
other angler for trout who possesses more or finer specimens of 
the spotted beauties than Mr. James Forbes, of Chertsey Bridge, 
and there is also this to his credit: they were all caught with 
spinning tackle. 








ANGLING AT GRANTHAM. 


AS I have for some few years taken an interest in the fishing at 

Grantham and in the welfare of the Grantham Angling 
Association, I have paid another visit to that neighbourhood for 
the purpose of ascertaining the angling results of last season ; and, 
as usual, I am always indebted to the kindness and courtesy of 
Mr. W. George Ogden for reliable information. I will, first of 
all, refer to the association, as the annual meeting was held on 
Wednesday evening in last week. There was a large attendance 
of members, and, in the absence of the chairman of the associa- 
tion, Mr. J. R. Ogden, the chair was occupied by Mr. D. Harrison. 
The position of the society was in every respect satisfactory, both 
financially and numerically, the number of members being 150, 
and an increase compared with the previous year. An offer was 
made to take the office of secretary in an honorary capacity, and 


_ thereby deprive the association of the valuable and energetic 


_ Services of Mr. W. George Ogden, who merely accepts a small 


honorarium, and to whom the members are in every way largely 
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indebted for their prosperity. It was, however, a great satisfaction 
to Mr. Ogden that there was no seconder to the proposition, and he 
was cordially re-elected. The offer doubtless arose from no ill- 
feeling, as it was stated the object was economy; but honorary 
offices in that capacity have never yet been found to work satis- 
factorily. After the election of the committee and the re-election 
of the treasurer, chairman, and vice-chairman, the meeting closed 
with a vote of thanks to the chairman, who so ably presided on 
that occasion. 

And now, as regards the fishing of last season, which is not 
interrupted, like our metropolitan river, with floods, the sport has 
been exceedingly good. The water belonging to the association 
is about five miles of the canal, the fishing of which belongs to 
several proprietors, who, in an agreement with the Great Northern 
Railway Company, possess that right, and is granted, under a 
nominal payment, to the use of the members of the Grantham 
Angling Association. 

Mr. Ogden has obtained permission to commence the coming 
season on the 15th of May, the sport then being principally for 
eels, which abound largely in the water, and have been taken in 
good quantities last year up to 5 lb. each. There have been some 
capital takes of jack, the fish running up to 13 1b. each. The 
angling is greatly amongst the roach, and with those fish there 
have been many very excellent takes. Mr. Smith, one of the 
members, in little over the hour, got fourteen fish weighing 14 ]b., 
and in splendid condition. During the last year the association 
has introduced the rudd into the canal by turning into the water one 
hundred nice stock fish. Probably, their-next attempt will be to 
increase the stock of perch, as those fish do not at present exist 
in any quantity. Altogether, I was very much pleased with the 
result of the last season, and of the continued prosperity of the 
association. Jam also glad to notice that my previous remarks 
in the FisHING GazeETTE in reference to the private fishing in the 
neighbourhoods of Grantham and Sleaford have brought down 
several of the well-known London anglers. One of my friends 
from London, just before the season closed, visited one of the 
private waters and caught eleven good fish. He believes there 
are some very Jarge jackin the lakes; but there being no boat on 
the water, he was not able to fish the most likely places. I 
happened to be at Grantham on the market day, and met several 
angling friends. It was the first day for the issue of cheap market 
tickets through the liberality of the Great Northern Railway, and 
I heard the general remark that it would largely increase the 
attendance of families within the radius where those tickets are 
issued, All my piscatorial friends expressed satisfaction as to the 
results of last season’s fishing, and gave me a hearty welcome. 

B 








‘“RISHING IN THE LEA.” 
By J. P. WHEELDON. 


My own belief is, with regard to the general fishing in the Lea, that 
the capabilities of that ever-charming little river are not half properly 
appreciated. Take nine out of every ten of the Lea fishermen, scruu- 
nise them carefully, overhaul their tackle-baskets—always supposing, 
however, that they’ll let you do it—a matter which it may be quite as 
well to ascertain beforehand—and what do you find? Roach men, 
and nothing else. Roach men pure and simple. Mind you, at the 
outset, I think they are the very best players, take them as aclass;:at 
that particular game in the whole world; but they are still roach 
men, and so they will remain until the end of the chapter, 

I can never quite make out why it should be so, because, in my own 
mind, I am confident there is just as good all-round fishing in the Lea 
as there is in the Thames—perhaps a bit better in certain places, and 
yet the great body of anglers fishing Izaak Walton’s favourite stream 
seem to give it credit for nothing but roach, roach, roach, from one 
end of the year to the other. ; 

Some one among my readers—and it may be a jovial East-ender— 
may possibly say at this juncture, ‘‘Oh, don't they, though, Mr. 
J. P. W.? How about those bream that Crimey der Floska used to 
tear out of the Tottenham Pool by the hair of their heads, eh ? 
Didn’t he have a little mob round him all day long, a-sittin’ on the 
grarse and a-lifting up their hands in admiration at the puffectly mar- 
vellus manner in which he used to sling that float out? Oh, no, certainly 
not. And I suppose the man on the bridge wasn’t there, eh, playing 
bugles every time he hit a bream, and sarvint gals and kids in millions. 
Not by no means; and old Dick Turney—ah, Dick Turney, my boy, 
eh ?—he didn’t give them jack something all round the broad water 
at Sin Margrit’s ? Nor Mr. Morgan play the organ amongst them there 
chub and tench round the mouth of the Pied Bull stream, and all up Mike 
Woodhouse’s meadows, eh? Yah! go along with you. You don’t 
know what you’re a-talking about—strike my joey if you do.” 

Well pass, friend critic, perhaps I don’t; and I freely admit that 
when you mention the name of my esteemed brother and most worthy 
seigneur, the renowned Crimey der Floska—whose name, be it said, 
will at once be recognised, disguised even as it is, as one of the best 
all-round anglers frequenting the Lea’s banks—you have set mea 
difficult throw. But then, how many all-round men are there be- 
sides him? But few, I swear. Woodard, you say? True, oh king. 
Huggett, Bates, Ghurney, Steadman—hum—hum, and—ah, there you 
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stop. Well, tha just establishes my argument. Out of all the 
hundreds, the scores of hundreds, that fish the Lea from year’s end to 
year’s end, the names of all the real all-rounders may be counted on 
one’s fingers, or at most, on one’s toes included. 

Now, I don’t quite see why that-should be so, because I feel morally 
certain that if some good angler were to lay himself out fora bag of 
big fish, taking the same trouble to bait a Lea swim, and spending as 
much money in worms for that special purpose as he is bound to do 
in fishing the Thames, full sure is your very humble servant that his 
trcuble would be richly rewarded. 

Take barbel-fishing, for example. Who ever hears of an angler 
nowadays who takes upon himself the trouble and expense of baiting 
a Lea swim, leisurely and continuously, in the hope of getting a big 
haul of barbel? Very, very few, I know ; and yet I call to mind certain 
places—sitting here in my little growlery, the rain the while pattering 
fretfully on the window-panes, a north-eastezly gale lashing the 
moaning trees, smoke rolling down the chimney and making me 
sneeze and cough—and I say if there is a sing’e barbel in the Lea— 
and that there are I am well assured—why, then, there they are 
sailing about in such places as I have in my mind’s eye in the present 
moment to the extent ofthe proverbial ‘‘ tons.” 

Does any one, I worder, who may be reading these idle jottings, call 
to mind a certain hole, part and parcel of that loveliest of all bits of Lea 
backwater—‘ Ford’s’’ to wit—called ‘‘ The Punch Bowl’’? Ido well, 
and I have a fancy, a very childish one maybe, that it will be the 
reflection of some such ‘ bits” as this—odd corners which I have 
come across in my life’s pleasant gadding about—that will sweeten 
the monotony of my days when I have baiteG a swim for the last time. 
To such as have seen it I would ask them to recall all the dark, 
gruesome aspects of its terrible swirling depths, and say what kind 
of fish there are there—aye, just so sure as eggs are eggs, and which 
every now and then causes a sense of desolation and despair to steal 
over an angler’s heart as he ruefully surveys his smashed tackle. I 
say barbel, friend, and veritable ‘‘scorchers,” too ; while just so 
certain as that ‘* Punch Bowl” was well baited—perhaps not the first 
time, nor maybe the second, but the third—as [I live, I believe that 
somewhat curious and unlooked-for results might eventuate. 

Then, up above, there is ‘‘ Brocksopp’s Hole”; and here, once, 
upon avery hot day, when hardly a leaf stirred on the trees, and 
grasshoppers even seemed too weary and languid to chirp their shrill 
treble pipe amongst the parched brown grass, I saw some wonderful 
barbel pitching. I am confident that if one fish came up and slapped 
up out of the water, head and tail up, there were fifty, and some of 
them were terribly big ‘‘Tommies.”” And ‘‘ The Whirl,” higher up 
still! Why, if a Thames fisherman came across such a bit of virgin 
water as that—for virgin it is nowadays, or very nearly so, for all the 
angling that is ever done there now—he'd never leave it. And why? 
Because his common sense would tell him in a minute that, if there 
were big fish anywhere, they would be there; and there they are, just 
so certain as I wish that this were a July day—a cloudy, hazy July 
day—ard, with the bottom well baited, I was on it, at this minute, 
instead of sitting here, dolefully driving a demnible quill that I can’t 
make go, try as I will, In the words of that highly respectable 
divine, the Rev. Hopley Porter, of Ass’s-milk-cum-water, ‘‘ My 
brethren, I should think so.” 

Then, again, I cali to mind the well-known “ Barbel Hole,” at the 
Pike and Anchor Fishery, Ponder’s End, and well recollect that one 
day, when Searle, the then keeper, and myself were standing at fts 
brink, he made my hair literally stir with a strangely-mysterious feel- 
ing of awe, as he told me of fish that be had scen there, of 10 1b, and 
12 1b, apiece. Heavens! only fancy how the brutes would pull, and 
how they would tear away down stream supposing they had the 
felicity of feeling a white Carlisle in their great leathery snouts. 
Strangely enough, the only man that I ever heard of as taking the 
trouble to sit patiently over this hole for some hours was a then well- 
known member of the Piscatorial Society. This was Mr. Gant- as 
jolly and kindly-hearted a fellow as ever lived—and well was his un- 
tiring watch over the fortunes of the ledger rod at last rewarded. 
They came “on” at last—everything comes to the man who waits— 
and seventeen grand barbel Jay on the grass as the resu't of one day’s 
fishing. Was that good enough? Itwould have satisfied me, at any 
rate; and there are the survivors atthis very minute, or somewhere 
very handy, for that same day I saw some whackers, and I have never 
heard of many of them making their appearance on the trays of either 
the ‘‘ Bermondsey Bobbers”’ or the ‘‘ Soho Snigs.” This same gentle- 
man took also, at the pool beycnd the horse bridge and the ancient 
‘* Wash,” three bream weighing 14 lb., atrout of 4}1b., and six barbel 
weighing 36 1b, I believe the bream were the first that had ever been 
killed in that part of the water, and all of them fell victims to Not- 
tingham float tackle, and bright, well-scoured lobs for bait. Rely 
upon it, that where a feat of this kind has been once accomplished 
so it may be done again. 

Curiously enough, while prating of what anglers might do upon the 
Lea, I have never turned my own attention to heavy-fishing there. 
And yet Ihad firmly made up my mind, from the very first moment 
that I saw that glorious pool at King’s Weir, at the extremity of the 
Broxbourne water, to spend a pound or two on lobworms’ for the 
special behoof and benefit of the mighty shoals of barbel I once saw 
there. The road toa certain place—unmentionable to ears polite—is 
we are told, paved with good intentions. So was mine to King’s 
Weir, but I never got there. The probability is that I shall find the 
other ‘* shop ” without any trouble. ; 

I learn now that this splendid pool has passed into private hands 
In a'l likelihood, unless its owner or owners take pity upon unappeased 
desire, and beg me to come and try a cast cr two—a consummation 
devoutly to be wished, but hardly likely to come off—I shall never wet 
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aline there. But what a magnificent pool it is! with a bottom of 
level sand and gravel, and a depth of 18 and 20 feet. There is barely 
a weir pool on the Thames, save, perhaps, Boulter’s or Marlow, which 
strikes an angler’s eye with so much grand, wild beauty as does this 
glorious expanse of foamy waves, situate within the sound, almost, of 
the big bell at Westminster. And do just believe there are some 
trout there—just a few. I sawa gentleman there upon one occasion, 
and I think if he weighed one pound he weighed ten. Il take short 
odds that if it were ever my good fortune to contempla’e him on the 
bank, or even his next of kin, no matter how far removed, the best 


ninepence in either si'ver or.bronze that was ever coined would not — 


buy him. At this very weir, I believe, Mr. Bradlaugh, the Still un- 
seated member for Northampton, and a first-class angler, took some 
splendid samples of trout ; while at Carthagena Weir, situate at the 
other end of the water, he killed others of the same family, as well-as 
some mighty bream. Yet another example of successful fishing 
for spoil other than that eternal roach occurs to me, and that is in 
the shape of a splendid take of tench made in the same pool. They 
were killed by my very good friend, Mr. Arthur Benningfield, a capital 
exponent of the fine and far-off principle, and, numbering twenty- 
eight fish, scaled something over 80lb. I say killed, but it is a bull 
for all that, for they were not killed. Like the good sportsman he is, 
they were all, save a couple of brace, put back again to increase and 
multiply, and I have Jittle doubt, in such a home, they have fulfilled 
their captor’s good wishes. 

One word as to Lea trout. Trouting in the Thames costs a little 
mint of money, in the shape of punts and fishermen’s hire and keep ; 
while trouting on the Lea, all of which can be done from the bank, 
is seldom prosecuted. For allthat, there is plenty of evidence that 
the little river holds splendid fish. Hardly a winter passes but one 
hears of a big one or two falling victims to the attractions of a live- 
bait sent journeying down stream in search of pike; while only last 
year, I think, Mr. Brookwell gained tremendous kudos—and richly he 
deserved it—for the cz pture of three grand fish at that little weir-pool 
up at “Cook's.” Here was a place where not one of the many 
hundreds of anglers passing it every week ever dreamt, possibly, ofa 
monster 12} 1b. trout. But there he was, and Brookwell settled his 
hash, killing him after eleven days’ patient fishing, and banking him 
entirely unaided. Not only that, but he got two others, and they were 
both ‘‘ Tommies.” Bravo, friend Brookwell! But I know a bank 
where the buttercups grow, and I likewise know a printer's devil rabid 
for “‘ copy,” and he has just whispered in my ear, “ D’yer *eer now? 
Come, stow it!” - 








FLIES FOR RAPID TROUT STREAMS.* 


(Continued from page 111.) 
B., body. H, hackle. R., ribbed. W , wings. 
APRIL, 
THE flies given for March will kill in this month. The greenish- 
bodied flies should be made lighter as the season advances. 


No. XXI. Size, No. 7 to 5 
B. Reddish fox’s fur and fur from a grey cat. 
make the legs. 
Bluish pheasant’s feather. 


No. XXII. Size, No. 5 or 4. 
B. Equal parts of the fur ofa rabbit’s skin dyed yellow, and of one 
in natural colour. R, Silver twist. 
Light silvery blue. 


No. XXIII. Size, No. 5 or 4. 





Pick out the body to 


W. 





B. Rabbit’s fur. R. straw-coloured silk. 
H. Two turns of a silvery blue. 
W. Thrush. 
No. XXIV. Size, No. 6 to 4. t 
B. Equal parts of the fur from the back of a fox, and of the roots of 


the fur from the back of a hare’s skin dyed yellow. R. straw- 
coloured silk. 
H. Light silvery blue. 


No. XXV._ Size, No. 7 to 4. 
House-rat. R. silver twist. 
H. Highly speckled or grizzled blue. 


No. XXVI. _ Size, No. 7 to 4. 
R. silver twist. 





B. Peacock’s tail. 
H. Rusty blue. 


No. XXVII. Size, No.7 or 5. 
B. Hare’s flax. R. gold twist. 
H. Dark rusty red. 
Size, No. 6 to 4. Pha 


No, XXVIII. 
Hare’s ear, mixed with a little dark squirrel’s fur. 
Dark rusty blue. 


No. XXIX. Size, No. 5. 
B. Hare’s ear. 
H. Dark brown. 
W. Dark part of a pheasant’s wing. 





* From Cutliffe’s ‘‘ Trout-fishing in Rapid Streams.” London: S. Low 


and Co., 188, Fleet Street. 


B. Dark blood orange. 
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; No, XXX. Size, No. 5 or 4, 
B. Dark squirr.l, R. straw-coloured silk, 
H. Lightish rusty blue. 


No. XXXI. Size, No. 6 to 4. 
B. Fur pulled out from the forehead of an old fox. 
‘H. Bluish red. 





R. gold twist. 


No, XXXII. Size, No. 5 or4s 
B. Equal parts from the ear of a hare, of a natural colour, and from 


one dyed yellow. R. bright yellow silk. 
H. Darkrusty red. rem 





May. 
In this month the May flies, and small winged blues of the shops, 
may be used with advantage on the larger streams. 


No. XXXII. Size, No. 7 or 6. 


iB: ‘Sua parts, hare’s flax, natural and ditto, dyed yellow. R. gold 
wist. 
Yellow spangled red. 


No. XXXIV. Size, No. 7 or 6. 
B. Flax from a very young leveret, shaved asthe hare’s flax. R. 
silver twist. 
H. Spangled silvery blue, or spangled blue ginger, 








: JUNE. 
The flies here below given are for up-stream fishing in very low and 
bright water. 


; No. XXXV. Size, No. 7 or rarely 6. 
B. Hare’s flax dyed yellow. R. gold twist. 
H. The most brilliant yellowish red obtainable. 


: No. XXXVI. _ Size, No. 7 or rarely 6. 
B. Bright yellow worsted, bound over lightly with strong yellow silk 
of the same colour as the worsted. 
The bright yellow red hackle from a bantam cock, 


No. XXXVII. Size, No. 7 or rarely 6, 
B. Bright red worsted. R. gold twist. 
H. The same as in No. 36. 


No. XXXVIII. Size, No. 7 or rarely 6. 
: R. gold twist. 
H. Black. 





In making all the flies from No. 33 to No. 38 inclusive, put onthe 
hackle in abund ince, so as tomake the fly very bushy. 
_ The numbers in the table following refer to the flies in the foregoing 
list, sothat any one can readily understand the flies which are used 
throughout the year on the different streams in the North of Devon. 





TABLE * 


Showing the Antificial Flies to be used on the Streams of the North of Devon 
throughout the entire Season. 
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Waters,7.e.| The Mole N e 
> The Mole | above its Ny Bee BH 
Month.| The Taw. | below its | Junction | The Bray. >. /The Barle. 
Junction | with the ; pe 
with the Bray. o Mill 
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19 20 Ig 20 20 
Apni .,| 21 22°23 | 21 22 23 | 22 23 24 | 22 25 26 | 18 22 23.22.23 a 
24 25 26 | 24 25 26 | 25 26 23 | 27 28 32 | 24 25 26 24 25 26 
28 29 30 | 28 29 30 | 29 30 31 27 28 29 | 29 30 32 
32 31 32 32 31 32 
May ..| 22 26 227257269122, 25°20) |"-33°34 3 1S, 22 27>], 22 25 26 
27 Jaden 36 37 38 | 28 27 
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: 30 25 26 27 27 
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* The numbers refer to the Roman numerals which hive been printed over 
the description of each fly. 
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CAMBRIDGE AND ELY ANGLING SOCIETY. 


THE annual supper of this flourishing and very large society was 
a great success. We shall have a report of it next week. The 
Editor’s absence has prevented its earlier insertion. 








READINGS IN ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
NORTH-WESTERN DISTRICT ALLIANCE. 





‘‘ THE BEITER ORGANISATION OF THE LONDON ANGLERS,” 
By P, GEEN. 


THERE was a crowded room at the Walton‘an Anglers’ club-house, 
on Monday evening, March 19th, to hear the reading of Mr. P. Geen’s 
paper on the above subject; among those present being Messrs. 
Ghurney, Morgan, Hoole, Murray, Crumplen, Murp*y, Field, Bent- 
ley, Parker, Townsend, Manning, Marriott, Hillier, Hart, Stear, Hill, 
Hobden, Chambers, Marshall, Lancaster, Packman, Starr, Castell, 
Rowland, Little, and Bonvoisin, Mr. Thos. Crumplen having been 
voted to the chair, Mr. Geen proceeded at once to read his paper, 
being listened to from start to finish with intense interest. 

After drawing a capital and attractive picture of what angling in 
old Father Thames and other rivers was like in the past, before 
they became over-fished, shamefu'ly abused, cruelly poached, much 
polluted, over-swanned, steam-launch ploughed, riparian-owner 
claimed, conservator 1idder, he went onto say: ‘I have promised to 
be practical, and it is my duty to tell you that those good days when 
fishing was just what Nature had intended it to be are gone, never to 
return. Ihe future of cur sport depends in no small degree on the 
energetic performance of our duties as anglers in the present. 
United, we can efficiently and economically perform those duties, and 
master those numerous abuses which n w threaten our prospects.” 
Then follows a brief review of the substantial and moral progress 
made by our metropolitan angling societies during the past few 
years—in some cases remarkably rapid, in others, unfortunately, very 
slow. As germ:n to tke question, the subject of specimen fish versus 
gross. weights was thus briefly touched upon: ‘‘It seems to me bur 
yesterday that our friend, Mr. Crumplen, was starting the Gresham 
with the cry, ‘ No gross-weight prizes—specimen fish only’; thisidea 
has already been adopted by many societies, and no one can gainsay 
but that we are fast approaching the day when we shall, one and ali, 
be more desirous to be found in possession of one or two brave of 
good fish than cf a basketful of small or medium-sized ones.’’ Then 
follows, however, the very wise reservation, ‘‘ That we cannot hope— 
indeed, we have no right—to force upon societies of men, with few 
opportunities of sport and pleasure, such restrictions as would prac- 
tically cancel those few and to them precious opportunities.” 

Mr. Geen then came to what was really the object of his paper, as 
may be judged from the following sentences :— 

‘*Ts it desirable or not that the angling societies of London should 
be represented by one central organisation, potent for good, ready to 
undertake, and competent to perform, any and every task which we 
may have occasion to ask of it? I articipate that I shall succeed 
without much difficulty in proving that there are too many anglers’ 
special and central associations, that there are faults, weaknesses, 
and waste incidental to the working of them, and that it is our daty, 
as practical men living in a practical age, when much smaller and 
less influential bodies of men have, under far greater difficulties, so 
organised themselves as to effectively carry out their objects, to look 
our difficulties in the face and determine to effect the radical 
reformation that I shall attempt to show you is necessary in our 
case. 

‘*My second effort is devoted to drafting such a plan for the 
‘better organisation of the London anglers’ as shall be not only 
adapted to the absorption of the three Central Associations, but also 
to take over the Anglers’ Benevolent, the Fisheries Society, and such 
of our Preservation Societies as it may be from time to time our un- 
doubted and imperative duty to do.” 

Mr. Geen then went on to name the London associations now exist- 
ing, viz., the West Central Association, the United London Anglers’ 
Central Committee, the Central Association, the Anglers’ Benevolent, 
and the United London Associations’ Fisheries Society—five in all— 
meeting, be it remembered, at four different houses. What do we 
expect these societies todo? (1) To collect funds; (2) To preserve 
the rivers we fish,and to make a sustained effort to obtain more 
efficient Jegislation for that purpose ; (3) To protect our railway con- 
cessions and to try to obtain others; (4) To hold out a friendly and 
helping hand to the needy and distressed among us, and generally to 
promote and protect every interest that affects us as anglers,” 

Under the head of the collection of funds, Mr. Geen then goes on 
to say :— 

sf Let me give you here a full list of the officers. There are—three 
presidents, two vice-presidents, five cha:rmen, five treasurers, fifteen 
trustees, five committees of twelve each, and five secretaries; making 
a grand total of ninety-five. The salaries paid amount to £87 16s., 
a big item when we remember that we have no secretary in the full 
sense of the term. Printing, stationery, and postage run away with 
another £133 15s. 5d.” Again, the reader very truly reminds us that, 
“At present, the above five societies issue five different tickets, the 
expenses of which all come out of the London anglers’ income”’ ; 
tersely adding, ‘‘ Four too many”; and going on to say, ‘* What I have 
said of the five tickets of membership and the three of railway fares 
applies with equal force to the se ting up and printing of three lists 
of clubs, three visiting lists, and the innumerable circulars and notices 
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of meetings. The gross income of our present five associations is as 
fol’ows :— 


Bid hed o's 
Central Association... ve ie ee ay OO 
United London Anglers’ Central Committee 
(including five guineas from West Central 
Association of London and Provincial 
Angling Club).. 85 10 10} 
West Central Association 15427 933 
Fisheries Societies 201 18 oO 
Anglers’ Benevolent 105 9 5 
£53545 ~7 


£133 15s. 5d. for printing, stamps, and stationery. What 
terrible waste! By adding the salaries, printing, &c., together, we 
get a total of £221 11s. 5d., more than 41 percent. of the income, Can 
you doubt, after the figures I have given, that our present. mode of 
collecting the funds is not only wasteful, but that the doing of so 
much routine work over and over again is unnecessary and dis- 
heartening ?” 

Under the head of preservation, Mr. Geen had much to say; and, 
after a few complimentary words to Mr. Ghurney and his co-workers 
upon the efficient and economical manner in which the work of pro- 
tecting the river Lea is carried out, reviewed at great length the 
work being done by the River Thames Preservation Societies, the 
cost of same showing what a very small percentage of the necessary 
funds were subscribed by the I.ondon Clubs and Associations. 
While paying a deserving compliment to the gentlemen 
composing the executive of the Anglers’ Benevolent, and readily 
granting that it would be difficult to discover any waste, errors, or 
faults in the Gistributon of the society's funds, he added, 
.©* But, on the uther hend, I don’t think there will be much 
difficul y in discovering that there is an unnecessary waste of a 
number of good men’s time, which might be utlised for other 
purposes, if they met in a building where all other angling work 
was carried on. You can readily. see what the waste of time is. 
The committee consists of fourteen gentlemen, well known and 
respected by us all, and cut of whom we get a quantity of work, 
Then there are our friends Messrs. Bonvoisin, Morgan, and Ghurney, 
making seventeen in all, They meet at the Foresters’ Hall twenty- 
four times during the year, to vote away £40 10s., or an average of 
£1 138. 4d. per meeting, or just a trifle less than 2s, per nrember, 


The members of this committee reside in all parts of London, and I * 


don’t think I should over-estimate their expenses for the evening if 
I said they equalled the money voted. Of course, as someone may 
point out, it is their own money and time they are spending. Just 
so, and it is our duty to see that we do not cause these men to spend 
their time and money unnecessarily, but so order and distribute the 
work as will enabie us to make the best and most profitable use of it. 
Another fault, and that.not a small one, is ithe difficulty of getting 
members to join. I feel sure there have been more journeys under- 
taken, more earnest pleadings and eloquent speeches made to get 
members to join the ‘Anglers’ Benevolent Society’ than were ever 
made for the needy angler under the old system (benefits). And what 
does all this begging for members produce ?—£37 8s. 7d.* Actually 
a smaller sum than they took out of it. No one could possibly take 
exception to a single item of the expenses, yet they amount to 
431 138. 4d., which is only £5 15s. Jess than the members’ subscrip- 
tions.” 

Of the railway concessions, Mr. Geen spoke as follows :—‘‘ As most, 
if not all, of you are aware, these concessions are the backbone, 
indeed, the very life, of the three central associations. Were we to 
lose them, there can be no doubt we shou'd rapidly fall into a state of 
thorough disorganisation, and many hundred hard-working men, who 
can now with difficulty raise the amount of the recuced fare, would 
be compelled to forego those pleasant outings which form a break in 
the hard, every-day struggle.” 

Mr. Geen said much more on this head, showing how the issuing of 
three tickets by three associations was, in itself, an endangering ofthe 
privilege granted by the railway companies, besides being faulty, 
wasteful, and risky in the highest degree, concluding as follows :— 

«‘Some present here may ask themselves, or may be they will ask 
me, why I have so suddenly woke up to the importance of this subject ? 
Have the weaknesses, improvidence, and risks of our present system 
only just begun to develop themselves, or have they actually been in 
existence for many years past? Well, I and others must plead guilty 
to having shut our eyes and held our tongues, fearing lest the mere 
word organisation or amalgamation should have the effect of driving 
us still farther apart. 
to drift, with the hope that we might drift into such contact with 
each other on minor points as would engender a muiual respect, and, 
upon that respect, to build up an actual unity of the London anglers. 
I waited patiently for the first note to be struck. That note was struck 
when our friend Mr. Murray, the chairman of the Central Asssocia- 
tion, said, he ‘thought the time had come for closer organisation.’ 
This paper is the echo of Mr. Murray’s sentiments.” This concluded 
the first part of Mr. Geen’s papers. 

In the second part the reader went minutely into the details of a 
capital scheme for the reorganisation of the London anglers, on the 
following basis :— 


** One central association, meeting in a room capable of accommo- | 
dating at least 200, holding monthly meetings, to which clubs of : 
under forty shall be entitled to send one delegate ; clubs of over forty . 


and under 100, two; and clubs of over Ioo, three representatives. 


I DG 
* Between 600 and 700 members, out of a total of from 4,000 to 5,000 


anglers, members of London clubs, 
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Independently of the above, the association should consist of a 
president, three vice-presidents, a treasurer, thtee trustees, a sub- 
committee of eight, to be called the ‘ Railway Concession and 
Financial Committee,’ a second sub-committee of eight, to be called 
the ‘ Fisheries and Preservation Committee,’ and a third sub-com- 
mittee of eight, to be called the ‘Benevolent Committee.’ Once 
during each month the three sub-committees should meet, and form 
themselves into a general working committee, a thoroughly practical 
man as secretary, who must be prepared to place his entire services at 
our disposal, and for which we must expect, and can well afford, to 
pay; and, lastly, a suitable man as superintendent of the waters we 
rent, preserve, or assist to preserve, who will be a connecting lin’ 
between our rivers and the preservation committee.” 

Under the heading of ‘‘Ways and Means,” Mr. Geen suggests the 
ticket, for which a charge of 3s. should be made, instead of 3s. 1d. as 
at present for three separate tickets (privilege, fisheries, and Anglers’ 
Benevolent). Referring to this proposed amount, Mr. Geen says, ‘*] have 
often asked myself the question, what do I offer in return? The 
answer is, your railway concessions shall be guarded, and, if 
possible, extended ; your free rivers shall be protected, and waters 
rented for you; the needy and distressed among you shail be relieved. 
Three shillings per year means a trifle more than one halfpenny a 
week. Cheap travelling, good sport, pleasure, and charity for one 
halfpenny per week, With the present number of anglers this would 
projuce an annual income of £683 8s. 8d. After paying secretary, 
bailiff, voting a sum to the Anglers’ Benevolent, providing for 
printing, stamps, and all expenses—a sum of £331 15s. 5d.—an 
available balance of £331 13s. 3d. would be left tu assist in the pre- 
servation of our rivers, and in carrying out the other great objects 
above referred to.” : 

I cannot do better than give the clise of Mr. Geen’s paper, and by 
quoting it in ev/ewso:—‘‘I have no more tosay—the decision rests 
with you; but, remember, delay means more, and possibly greater, 
difficulties. Something on the very morrow of to-day may occur 
which will cause a difficulty to arise which will need another tnree 
years’ waiting, waste, and impotency; and, during three such years, 
how many of the men who have laboured for your unity so long, will 
THEN be content to labour and hope for that which you have NOW 
within your reach, and which you may secure by the most trifling 
sacrifice ? At what previous period have the followers of our sport 
had so many good friends ready to lend a helping hand as to-day ? 
I can count them not by ones and two’s, but by the score. Can the 
followers of any other sport, pleasure, or pastime claim that they have 
so many true and generous men amongst them who are conteht to 
think, work, and spend without desire of reward as wecan? If there 
be, I would like to tell them as I will tell you, the anglers of London, 
that while you or they are at liberty to waste and fritter away labour 
that is purchased and paid for, you are not at liberty—you have no 
right—to go on accepting and wasting such labour as you have accepted 
and wasted. You have now the opportunity of making wise and 
fruitful use of such labours, Fruitful use of labour is a reward in 
itself, but if you desire to give them further reward I-can tell you 
what will be more acceptable than costly gifts or brilliantly-illuminated 
addresses; and what will, at the same time, satisfy their and your 
greatest and most pressing piscatorial need: it is one Central 
Association for all anglers, which I would name, ‘‘ The London and 
Provincial Anglers Central Association.”’ a 

The conclusion of Mr. Geen’s long and exhaustive paper wa 
received with well-deserved round upon round of applause. Upon the 
chairman inviting discussion, it at once became apparent that when, 
as here, there were no differences of opinion discussion in its proper 
sense became impossible. A number of gentlemen, however, among 
them being Mr. A. J, Marriott (chairman of the Waltonian Angling 
Society), Mr. Murray (chairman of the Central Association), Messrs. 
Hoole, Bonvoisin, Murphy, Packman, Hill, Crumplen, Parker, Field, 
Starr, Bubb, and Castell, spoke warmly in favour of the proposed 
scheme, and pledged themselves to- assist in-carrying it out by all 
lapiymgte means, the following resolutions being unanimously 
carried :— 
~ Mr. A. W. Parker proposed, and Mr. T. Hoole seconded, the 1st re- 
solution :—‘‘ That, in the opinion of this meeting, the time has 
arrived when it is of the greatest importance to anglers that one 
Central Association should be formed on a sufficiently wide, sound, 
and practical basis to enable it to carry on the work of the three 
Associations in London, the ‘ Anglers Benevolent’ and the ‘ Fisheries 
Society.’ 

Mr. Murphy proposed, Mr. F. Hill seconded, the 2nd resolu- 
tion :—‘‘ That, in the opinion of this meeting, immediate steps should 
be taken to bring the ‘ working committees’ and officers of the three 
Associations, The Anglers Benevolent and The Fisheries Society, 
to a conference, with an earnest hope that they may beable to carry 
into effect the spirit of the foregoing resolution.” ‘ 

Mr. L. Bonvoisin said, as the secretary elected by the committee 
formed to carry out these readings, he would ‘take the earliest 
opportunity of bringing these resolutions before his committee, and 
he felt sure he would have their full approval and support in forward- 
ing copies of same to the secretaries of the various associations, 
A hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Geen for his paper, and to Mr. Thos. 
Crnmplen for ably presiding, brought the meeting to a close. 

: LB. 
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A Fint BreaM.— Mr. William Felstead, of the Priace’ of Wales Angling 


Society, of Thurmaston, has succeeded in taking a splendid bream, in fine con- 


dition, weighing 7 lb. Io oz. The fish wascaught in the Wreake, between 
Frisby and Brooksby, on March roth, : 


? 


- years’ experience. 


of any instance of failure. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our return visit on the Western list will take plice on Wednesday, April 4th, 
P. J. WoRLEDGH, sec, 





———. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND PISCATORIAL ASSOCIATION. 


A well-attended meeting of the members of this society was held on Monday, 
March 19, at the Grand Hotel, to confirm a- resolution of the committee for 
renting the Yoxal Fishery, which ccmmences at the extreme boundary of the 
present club water at Alrewas. In the absence of Mr. Oliver Pemberton, the 
president, the chair was taken by Mr. Adams Parker, vice-president. It was 
explained that the Yoxall Fishery comprises four miles of the very best portion 
of the river Trent, that it abounds in trout and grayling and that it will afford 
unusual attractions for fly-fishermen. The action of the committee in securing 
such a valuable extension of the present fishery was unanimously approved, and 
in order to meet the extra expenses incurred in rental, &c., it was resolved to 
increase the present number of members of the society from sixty to seventy- 
two. Applications for membership shou'd be made to the hon. secretary, Mr. 
James Gregory, 32, Vyse Street. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The memters of this society mustered in good force on March 28th. The 
business of the evening consisted in forming a committee, and the introduc- 
tion and enrolling of rew members. A smoking concert is down for the second 
Wednesday in April. Brother anglers and their friends will receive a hearty 
welcome. The annual supper and distribution of prizes will take place on the 
firs; Wednesday in May. This society is now in a flourishing position with a 
good balancein hand. The secretary received the congratulations of the 
members upon his recovery from his late illness, and were glad to find him at 
his pos‘. Messrs. Bodell, Chish:lm, W. Booth, Barrett, Jones, Farr, Fone, 
Keeble, and Alsop gave some excellent recitations and songs Pian» solos &c., 
were rendered by Mr. W. Alsop in his usual masterly style —MILEs Doucuty, 
sec. 

March 28, oa 
GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. P. Geen has kindly cotsented toread his paper on ‘* The Better Organi- 
sation of London Angle s’’ at ourclub, Crown Inn, Church Street, Shore- 
ditch, cn Tuesday next, April 3. AJl anglers are invited. Club room open 
at 8 o'clock, the chair taken at 9 p.m. sharp. There wi!] be a special sum- 
moned meeting of the members for ‘Tuesday, April 10, to settle matters of 
great importance ; trusting all members willattend. I am also pleased to say 


’ I. Crumplen, Esq., has kindly consented toread his excellent paper, entitled 


‘The Life of a Fish,’’ at ourclub. Due notice willbe given whea the 
reading takes place.—R. Murpuy. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS. 


A series of concerts will be held on Wedoesday evenings, during the fence , 


months, under the patronage of the Great Northern Brothers Angling Society, 
when they will be pleased to meet all brothers of the rod and other friends to 
pass ajovial evening. The room will be conducted, as usual, by Mr: C. Watling, 
jun. | Chairman on next Wednesday, Mr. J. ; B. Leno; vice, J. Fivch. 

The complimentary visit to Mr. C Hatfield on Wednesday was attended by 
a large and influential body of anglers. Mr. Crumplen occupied the chair, 
Mr. Murray the vice. Some excellent songs and recitations were rendered by 
Mes:1s. T. Crumplen, Murray, Parker, Harding, Pettitt, C. Watling, J. Stead, 
J. B. Leno, Brown (pianist), Day, and Hawksbee. Mr. Crumplen proposed 
the health of Mr. F. C. Hatfield, and Mr. Sachs responded. Letters from 
Messrs. Geen and Bonvoisin were read; also a special minute passed of the 
last meeting of the Gresham's, and a few lines from Mr, Hatfield. Ihe usual 
vote of thanks to the chair and vice ended a very pleasant evening.—J. FITCH, 
jun. [Please put name of your club in future.—ED.] a 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The last weekly meeting proved of considerable interest, several important 
fopics coming under discussion. In opening the proceedings, the chairman, 
D. A. Darling, Esq., took an opportunity of congratulating Mr. Charles Bates 
tn his return from the United States, and expressed the pleasure of the mem- 
bers of the society on seeing Mr. Bates among them aga‘n. The. secretary 


‘stated that he was present when an attempt was made to procure some perch 


from the Lea, for the purpose of stocking the Fishery Society boxes at Ponder’s 
End. That attempt failed, and there being no time to lose, he had given 
permission to net the smaller Lea, belonging to the Gresham, in the hope of 
securing some stock fish. ‘This was done on Monday last, under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Ghurney, when 17 good perch were secured, and were now 
safe in one of the hoxes at Ponder’s End. Mr. Ghurney was assisted by a large 
number of anglers, who voluntecred their services, and all of whom worked 
with a will, in spite of the severe weather and snowstorm that prevailed. Mr. 
Jardine asked a number of questions relative to the boxes, which Mr. Crumplen 
replied to as a member of the committee of the London Fisheries Associa- 
tion, Mr. Jardine particularly inquiring what provision had been made for feed- 
ing the fish until the spawning was completed. His remarks led up to a very 
amicable discussion, Mr. Nawton stating that he had lived upwards of five 
years in Sweden, where these boxes were lirgely used, and he had not known 
Mr. Crumplen stated that, of course, in this 
country, it was at present an experiment, but they intended, so far as they 
could, to make it a successful one. If they failed, they must ascertain the 
causes of failure and try again another year; if they succeeded, then the 
system could afterwards be carr'ed out on a much larger scale. Mr. R. 
Ghurney, at the request of the chairman, made a short statement on one or 
two questions that had been raised, his observations being the result of many 
In the course of the discussion, Mr, Bates gave an account 
of carp breeding, now so popular in the United States, his observations and 
the information he had obtained there, Jeading him to take a hopeful view of 
the work of the Fishery Society at home. The secretary mentioned that the 
society anticipated a lurge gathering at the conversazione to be held on Tuesday 
next, #nd that the committee were msking special arrangements for the com. 
fort of the ladies and guests who may honour the society by their presence on 
that occasion. It may be well to intimate that non-members can only be 
admitted by ticket, but cards will not be required for members or visitcrs per- 
sonally introduced. A programme is ‘now being carefully compiled, and from 
the many kindly offers already in hand there can be no doubt of the assemblage 
proving a very successful one, A Jarge number of microscopes and other 
scientific apparatus will be placed upon the tables, a vocal and instrumental 








concert will be given in the ‘‘ Bell-room,’’ and in the interval Mr. Elwin will 
g-ve one of those short yentriloquial sketches for which he is so renowned. 
The arrangements for the annual banquet are also proceeding satisfactorily, and 
it is confidently hoped that a great gathering will face Mr. Alderman Cotton, 
M.P., one of the vice-presidents of the society, who occupies the chair. 
Gentlemen desiring ticke’s for the banquet are requested to make early app'ica- 
tion. A plan of tue room can be inspected any Tuesday evening at the meet- 
ings of the society. 
LEICESTER GRANBY ANGLING CLUB 

The annual dinner of the members of this club took place at the Swan with 
Two Necks Hotel, Granby Street, Leicester, on Tuesday evening, when nearly 
forty sat down to asubstantial and well-served spread.. After the cloth had 
been drawn, Mr. G. Williams was called to the chairand Mr. H. Holyoak the 
vice-chair. The usual loyal toasts having been given, the prizes were awarded 
as follows :—Pike—First, Mr. H. Jarvis ; second, Mr. F. Barker; third, Mr. 
G. Wells; fourth, Mr. W. Hatton. Bream—First, Mr. G. Applebee; second, 
Mr. J. Dye. Chub —First, Mr. T. Lumb; second, Mr. F. Bonner ; third, Mr. 
E. Winterten. Tench—First, Mr. E. Turner; second, Mr. J. Richards. 
Perch—First, Mr. G. Chamberlain; second, Mr. J. Jarvis; third, Mr. H. 
Holyoak ; fourth, Mr. Olorenshaw. _Roach—First, Mr. ‘T. W. Burgess; 
second, Mr. J. Williams; third, Mr. J. Pole. Dace—First, Mr. D. W.Hum- 
phries ; second, Mr. Moon; third, Mr: J. Saunders. Extra prizes greatest 
aggregate weight—First, Mr. H. James; second, Mr. J. Jarvis. Special 
roach prize—Mr, T. Lumb. The chairman, in responding to the toast of the 
‘ Granby Angling Club,’ spoke of the favourable season which they had had, 
and congratulated the members on the grand average weight of fish that had 
been caught. Average weight:—Pike, 61b.; bream, 3 1b. 13 0z.; chub, 
2lb. 11 oz.; tench. 3 }b.; perch, 11}0z.; roach, 11}0z.; dace, %0z. Total 
of fish weighed in, 203 1b. Mr. T. W. Burgess proposed ‘‘ Success to All 
Leicester Anglers,’’ which was duly responded to. Other toasts followed, and 
the remainder of the evening was spent in conviviality. 





LITTLE JNDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our late sec etary having resigned, secretaries of angling clubs, &c, will 
please address future c mmunications to the present secretary, W. Brown, at 
the club-house, Russell Arms, Bedford Street, N.W. 

March 28. ——— 
“NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, the 21st inst., a goodly number of the above rising cub met 
for one of their periodical suppers. Messrs. Turner and Chapman supported 
Mr Petchy in his usual post, the chair, faced by Messrs. Galloway (vice), 
Wharton, and Bentley. Afrer discussing the creature comforts placed in 
abundance before them (cooking and attendance being admirable), the toast of 
the evening, ‘‘ Success to the Norfolk Angling Society,’’ given by Mr. Petchy, 
was received with enthusiasm. The healths of the chairman, given by Mr. 
Chapman, and the secretsry, by Mr. Bentley, were met with neat responses. 
‘These and other toasts were interspersed by many excellently rende ed sonzs. 
Those deserving special mention were the appropriate ‘‘ Old Familiar Faces’’ 
of Mr. Raymond; the quaint ‘‘ Three Physicians ’’ of the ever-green. Mr, Chap- 
man; ‘*The Powder Monkey,”’ finely'given by Mr. Woolridge ; ‘* Ehrenon the 
Rhine.’”’ of Mr. Lamson, jun., whoalso gavea =rilliant selection on the piano ; 
and last, but not least, the three songs of Mr. Munday, given with such quiet, 
dry humour as made them irresistible. 


SHOTLEY BRIDGE ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

At the annual mee'ing of the Shotley Bridge Angling Association in the 
beginning of this year, it was decided to try and improve the fishing in the 
Derwent by in'roducing grayling and afresh breed of trout. The grayling were 
left over till the back end of the year, when an attempt wil, in all probability, 
be made to purchase some 3.]b. grayling. In the meantime the committee 
ordered 4,000 fario and 2,000 Loch Leven fry from Mr. Ford, Manor Fishery, 
Caistor. Great credit is due to Mr. Ford for the manner in which he executed 
the order. All who saw the fry considered them beauties ; they were as lively 
as possible. We changed our opening day from the 16th of March to the Ist, 
and the weather being beautiful, several anglers were out trying their hands. A 
friend of mine got{twelve, in good condition ; I gotnine,with a blue dun made after 
one of the patterns which have appeared in the GAZETTE. An augler further . 
west got a few the same day, but I did not hear how many. Very little has 
been done since, owing to the cold weather. Iam much obliged to Mr. Hall 
for his late articles in the GAZE1TE, and intend giving.his one-fly system a 
trial, as we have some fish (large) which are bad to catch. My friend was out 
on Good Friday, and with careful fishing got four. I tried on Saturday and 
basketed six, nearly all with the blue dun (GAzeTTE), JI am finding your 
monthly list of flies very useful. Good Friday and Saturday were very cold; we 
were scarcely able to take the fish off the hook, and the water was mixed with 
snow-broth. Iam very pleased with your paper.—W. PALLIASER. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The last smoking concert of this season will be held in the society’s rooms, 
Ashley's Hotel, Covent Garden, on Monday, the 9th April next, at 8.30 p.m, 
precisely.—J. L. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the annual meeting, held on the 13th inst., for the purpose of choosing 
officers for the ensuing year, it wa sreso’ved that .Mr. G. Evans continue 
to act as chairman and treasurer, and Mr. H. Thompson was eleoted secretary 
in the place of Mr. Adeane, who has resigned, to the regret of the society.— 
bs bos 











Baxtne Powpzrs. Mrs. L. F. M.—‘‘ What is the best baking powder?"’ 
‘“We don’t exact'y know, ma’am. ‘The ‘ RisesupsWilliam-Riley’ is a good 
one. There’s the * Git-upxsndsGit?—how will that do for you? Or would 
you like the ‘Gram-E'evator?’ To tell you the truth, Mrs. L. F.M., plain 
oldsfashioned yeast is good enough for us, But if you must use unnatural 
means to make your breadrise, we’ll send you some of the poems we get: 
They are light enough, in all conscience.—Puck. 

Grorce Jamrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard I LIES for thé present season. No flies sen} 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers,-- A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 
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THE PROPOSED “ASSOCIATION OF LONDON. AND 
PROVINCIAL ANGLING CLUBS.” 


R. GEEN’S admirable paper, suggesting the amalgamation 

of the London Associations, deserves the earnest attention 

and, in our opinion, the most hearty support of all club anglers. 

A résumé of the paper will be found in our columns this week, and, 

as usual, Mr. Geen’s proposals will be found most clear and 

practical. It will always be a pleasant matt2r to us to remember 

that it was our scheme for the propagation of coarse fish, which 

bridged those difficulties which had so long kept the associations 
at a distance trom each other. 








RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH “WATER INS THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, MARCH 31. 





Mi ming. Afternoon, 
London Bridge aa +. cee One E0330 
Putney... “ xh Ar See Ae 7.28 
Kew .. ae eae AG eyez 8.8 
Richmond .. wie ve he OURS ene. BE Os2O 


Aln (Alnwick). 


There has been very little fishing going on here lately, and I am afraid there 
will not be much for some time to come, és there is still above a foot of snow on 
the Cheviots, and it is no use irying fly till that melts and runs out of the river. 
A few good dishes of trout have been caught with worm despite the frost and 
snow broth; very fair conditioned fish, to, considering thes ate of the weather, 
which, by the way, is anything but spring-lire. 


Ballynahinch. 


We have had another week cf intense cold, accompanied by north and north- 
east winds, also agreat many hail and snow slowers. To day the wind has 
change a'most to south and a good deal milder—aithongh nearly as cold in the 
shade. Mr. Sutherland fished three days in the early part of the week, and 
succeeded in getting two salmon, 9} lb. and 1131b., and onyesterday M G.D. 
Flake caught one 1131b. Itseemslkea change for rain to-day.—WALTER 


BLACKADDER. 
Chichester. 


The second annual dinner of the Chichester Angling Society was held at tle 
Globe Hotel on Tuesday evening,when about thirty members sat down to au 
excellent spread provided by host Purchase. The chair was taken by W. W. 
Baker, Esq., the president, the vice-chair being filled by the vice-president, Mr. 
Kerwood, Esq The Po tsmou h Waltonians were represented by their president, 
Mr.W. Buck and Mr. Brough. The usual loyal tv.asts were proposed by the chair- 
man. In responding to the toast of ‘‘ The Chichester Angling Society,’’ the 
secretary, Mr, G. F. Salter, gave a brief summary of the year, remarking on the 
success of the weed clearance, the water being in splendid condition and well 
stocked. Mr. Kerwo-d proposed ‘‘ The Visitors.’* Mr, Buck, in responding, 
spoke of the great pleasure it gave himself and brother members to assist in 
promoting the ang'ing interests of the Chichester socie'y. ‘‘ The President ”’ 
was proposed by Mr. W.C. Co ke, who in eulogistic terms spoke of the great 
interest evmced by Mr. Baker in the welfare of the society, The toast was 
warmly received and g’ven with musical honours. Mr Baker, ina neat speech, 
responded, expressing his thanks for the warm manner in which the proposition 
wasreceived, and the pleasure it afforded him in aiding the otjects of the 
society. Mr. Lane gave ‘‘ The Vice-president.’? to which Mr. Kerwood re- 
spouded, regretting his inability to take the active part he could wish in the 
busin+ss of the society—thanking the members for the kind and cordial manner 
in which bis name had been received. Mr. Kerwo d gave ‘The Press,’? to 
which Mr. G. F. Sal er rsponded. In acknowl-dging the toast of ‘* The 
Officers and Committeee,’ Mr. S Young, in an able speech, regretted the 
apathy shown by members generally in club proc edings and the paucity of 
attendance at general meetings. He trusted members would in'erest them- 
selves, and that new tlood might be added to the working staff, ending by 
proposing ‘* The Host and Hostess.’ Mr. Purchase briefly responded. Some 
capi'al songs were rendered, andamost enj yable evening was spent.— GEORGE 
F. SALTER. 

[Too late for last week’s issue.— Ep. | 

During the close season Cicesteriun Anglers keep their hands well in at the 
gentle art—fresh water fishing giving way to salt. At the lower lock, Bird- 
ham, the canal empties itself into the harbour, and some excellent sport may be 
had among the smelt, bass, and all kinds of fish that visit Southern harbours. 
Some few smelt have already been taken, and some fair sized flat fish, Rag- 
worm is the principal and most killing bait which can be dug or procured on 
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the spot. A little warm weather will render sport fast and furious.—GEORGE 


F, SALTER. 
Coquet (Weldon- bridge). 


The cold weather was a great drawback for Good Friday. Three arrived at 
the inn on the 22nd. The 23rd was like a day in December—the wind from 
the east and bitterly cold—little prospect for the angler. A start was made 
about ten o’clock. Mr. Elcomb, four trout; J. Dixon and W. Dixon, two 
each. On the 24th, the day was worse, and nosport at all. Oa the 26th, the 
salmon fishing was open, and some splendid sport: Mr. R. Rochester killed 
five, weighing 30lb., the best 1141lb.; Mr. A. Hedley, three, 121b.; Mr. 
Green, one, 63(b.; Mr. S. McMorn, two, 1olb. and 31b. On the 27th, Mr. 
Rowe killed five, 333 1b., largest 101b. Several more were killed, but I did 
not see them —A. GLASs. 


Dove. 


We have had very few anglers out again this week, the weather being alto- 
gether too severe. The river is in splendid order, and if the frost and keen 
east wind would but depart, I think trout would rise well, and sport would be 
frst rate. Just before tle close season set in, I hesr of two great catches of 
grayling, with the cockwing dun, on the Norbury Club water. One basket - 
consisted of twenty brace and the other of fourteen brace. Another rodster 
also caught seven and a half brace, near Uttoxeter. Several good dishes were 
likewise secured on the Dove's tributary, Blythe If the present inclement 
weather were to undergo a change, I fancy trout would be found best on at the 
bumble, the cockwirg dun, and the March brown.—THE SPLODGER. 


[The above arrived too late for last week’s issue.—ED ] 


The inclement weather siill preva‘ls, and T never remember a more u remu- 
nerative angling week on the Dove, considering that it his been Eas‘e1 holidays. 
Rodsteis have had no encouragemen’ to go out, becau-e it has been quite unfit, 
the cold atmosphere and the wind together being simply cruel and uabearable- 
Vegetation, I don’t hesitate to say, is more backward now than it was—even as 
much back as Christmas ; and so far from having an early spring, which every- 
body anticipated, it now seems very likely that we shall have an extremely 
late one. ‘The river is full of snow-broth, the drifts on the hills having been 
melted by the sun, which for an hour or two in the middle ot the day has 
managed to obtain a little power. There will be nothing worth reporting while 
the present severe weather continues.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 


Owing to the intense cold, there has been no fishing of any noti-e for the 
last few weeks. The river is very shallow, and salmon much diseased. On 
Friday last Mr. Mackenz‘e, of Corby Cas'le, got a nice salmon, and Sir Henry 
Claverley one On Saturday Mr. KE. A. Webster. staying at the Red Lion 
Hotel, has been fortunate in getting a few nice dishes of trout at Holm wrangle. 
Tom Bird got a salmon on Wednesday; but tiil there is some warmer 
weather we cannot expect any rea ly good spoit —SKIDDAW. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


Water dead, low, and full of snow. I have not heard of any sport. The 
strangers who came to spend their Easter holidays on the river have had a great 
disappointment. The water bailiffs tell me they never saw so few rods out ona 
Good Friday as there were this year. So far so good. There will be so many 
more salmon fry in the river, The disease is getting bad.—SILVeR Grey, 


Exe and Barle. 


An unusually bad fishing week has again been experienced by all anglers in 
this neighbourhood. ‘The wa eris as low as is generally the case after a hot, 
dry time in summer, and the frosts have contributed to make it quite as clesr. 
We have lately had two wet, cold days, but the quantity of rain which fell was 
only enough to make the weather in the highest degree uncomfortable. Little 
sport is to be expected until we have had several hours’ heavy downpour. O wing 
to the absence of rods on the river, Iam un:ble to give any information as to the 
flies which trout are now taking. —CARNARVON ARMS 


Exe (Tiverton). 


In the obsence of rain, and with sharp frosts at night and biting N. E. winds, 
the river is getting low and bright. During the Easter some very fair baskets 
have been made by those who have been able to brave the weather. Flies that 
have killed are the halfstone, blue upright, iron blue, and hare’s flecks upright. 
There will be no good fishing until we have a change of weather and a rise of 
water.—W™M. MUDFORD. 


Lakes of Killarn’y- 


Number of fish taken by the nets last week :—Muckross, 23 salmon; Cahar- 
nane, 18 salmon; Glena nets, 16 salmon. During the past week we had a 
great deal of north-east-wind and showers of snow. ‘he lakes are getting 
rather low at present, and if we don’t get some fresh water the lakes will be 
well netted before the next flood. The fishermen are getting some salmon, 
but the most of the salmon are keeping the deep, and won’t come in to the 
salmon courses, as they usually do in soft weather. On March 21 James Hayse 
one, 10lb.; Frank Robert, one, 10 lb.; Eugene Coumane, one, 11 Ib. ; 
Michael Glessome, one, Io lb.; Mr. John Ross, 2 salmon, 21 1b.; Tim 
M Carthy, one, 11 lb.; Mr. O'Connell, of Lake View, got a nice salmon of 
16]b. Onthe Lawn: J. D. Curtayne, one, 12 ]b.; 22nd, Pat Robert, one, 
10 lb. ; Michael Glessome, one, Io Jb.; 23rd, Robin Robert two salmon, 
20 lb. ; Tim M’Carthy, two salmon, 20 lb., with flies; Den’s Connell, one, 
9 lb. ; Daniel O’Donaugh, one, 9 lb. ; 24th, Frank Robert, two salmon, 20 Ib. 
with spoon bait; James Hayse, two salmon, 2t lb., spoon bait ; Michael 
Glessome, two salmon, 21 1b, with a diver bait; E. Coumane, two salmon, 
22 lb. with spoon bait; Michael Clifford, one, 10 1b. ; Jeremiah Rob rt, one, 
11 lb. ; 25th, Pat Clifford one. ro lb. witha brown phantom ; 26th, Tim M’Carthy, 
one, 10 lb. and a trout of 3} lb.; Daniel O’ Donaugh, a nice trout of 5 lb ; 27th, 
Eugene Coumane, two salmon, 18 !b.; Tim M Carthy on the same day, two 
salmon, 23 1b, one with blue, gray and brown, and the other orange g ay 
with a light bronze hackle under the wing. The 'r.ut are beginning to rise to 
the salmon flies. If the weather got soft, we shou'd have some trout fishing on 
our Jakes.— TrmoTHy M’Carrny, 


Leicester. 
Toi the last few days the weather has been extremely cold, accompanied by 
a very keen wind, consequently nothing in the way of trout-fishing has been 
done in this locality, There being many anglers hereabouts who are apparently 
not thorougbly conversant with the provisions of the Close Seasons Act, the 
Leicester Angling Society have largely posted extracts from the Act.—ALERT - 
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Loch Tay. 


Owing to the alteration last week in the day of issue, I was unfortunately un- 
able to despatch my report in time for publication, and in consequence the 
details now furnished are applicable to the past fortnight. Dwing most of that 
period, the weather has been so stormy or generally ungenial, that comparative 
few sportsmen have been ont until within the past day or two, since which the 
weather has rathe: improved. Itis, however, still cold and unsettled. Follow- 
ing is a record of the salmon angling onthe various waters of the Loch ;— 
Killin reserved water, Mr. Clark, Paisley, one 21 1lb.; Mr. Walker, Leeds, 
one 161b; Mr. Aitken, Edinburgh, two, 19 lb., 20 1b.; Mr. Cowan, Glasgow, 
two, 17 ]b., 18 1b.; Lord Breadalbane’s Keeper, three, 181b., 23 lbs., 241b.; 
Killin Hotel water, Captain Fife, Whitechurch, one, 221b.; Mr. Young, 
Glasgow, one, 221b.; Dr. Forster, Huddersfield, two, 22 1b., 181b.; Mr. James 
Hous'on, Paisley, one, 17 1b.; Mr. Brook, Huddersfield, two, 18 lb, 18 1b.; 
Mr Robio, Hamilton, one, 23 1b. Kenmore Hotel water, Mr. Townsend 
Glasgow, three, 161b., 17 ]b., 24 Ib. (all caught before luncheon time) Mr 
Bradbury, Liverpool, one, 19 lb.; Mr. Graham, Auldhouse, one, 23 ib.; a 
young lady, one, 20 lb.; Mr. Lamont, three, 16 lb. 20 lb., 22 1b.; Mr, 
Deans, one, 18 1b; Mr J. Lord, Rochdale, six, 15 lb., 17 1b., 19 1b., 22 ld., 
27 lb., 301b.; Mr. Ridyard, Rochdale, ane, 18 1b; Mr. Graham, Auldhouse, 
one, 20 lb. Inthe Loch and particularly to the eastern end, salnon are re- 

orted plentiful andin prime condition, the only desideratum being more 

avourabl2 weather.—J. McG. 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 


Not a springer hes been killed as yet on the river, and as I write the water is 
disco!oured with snow broth and won’t be fishable for the next few days. 
Theve are a fair number of fresh run fish caught at the weirs, which shows that 
yery many more take the Queen's Gap, which is 1n the centre, andescape. On 
the 25th inst. a nice clean fish of 12 lb was killed at Pontoon Bridge, on Lough 
Conn, by my brother Mike. It was too late to report in your last i-sue the 
capture of a fine fish weighing 20 lb. less } 1b., on this day week, at Pontoon 
Bridge, by my brother, who was with Mr. Henson and Master Willie Flyn, son 
of the proprietor of the Imperial Hotel, a promising young fisherman. <A very 
exciting scene took place at tke landing of thisfish. Mr. Henson held the net 
ready, and when the fish was lying on the top of the water done, he got the net 
well under, but in lifting the fish into the boat, oh! horror, through the rotten 
bottom of the net he went into the water again, and the gut line broke. ‘There 
the noble fish lay on his broad side quite done, unable to move after his long 
fight. A gaff was lying in the beat, and as quick as lightning it was sent 
through the thick part of the big fish ; but, lo, the handle broke a few inches 
from the hook, and there again the fine fish lay with nothing to hold him from 
going away. Now aiush was made to the side of the boat by all to grab the 
fish in the water, and narrowly escapsed upsetting the boat. Jemmy Madden, 
the Pontoon Bridge boat man, thought to seize the fish by the gills, he was 
feled to the bottom of the boat by my brother, whether by accideat or other- 
wise I can’t say, there he lay unconscious and unheeded. My brother at last 
succeeded in catching hold of the gaff stick in the fish and got him into the 
boat. The fish no doubt would have got away, but, being in very dead water 
there was no stream to stir him up. Poor Jemmy was looked to after the fish 
was got on board, and the whisky bottle was got and the cork taken out, and 
the bottle put under Jemmy’s nose. He opened his eyes and slowly lifted his 
hand up till he caught the neck of the bottle and placed it inhis mouth. After a 
few gurgles in Jemmy’s throat he arose from the bottom of the boat and looked 
at the big fish, and sa‘d ‘Ah bad luck to you, I was nearly killed on your 
count. 
goned away, but I am glad you are there,’’ and he laughed heartily —FRANK 
HEARNS. 


Taw and its Tributaries (¥ orth Devon ) 


The water has run dcwn so low, and the weather so cold, that the fishing 
here has almost been null. Some few small trout have been taken, and I regret 
to add that some of the ca'ches were mostly young salmon, trout being very 
shy. Monday next is the first day of salmon-fishing, and the rivers being full 
of kelts that cannot get out of the holes, the water being so low. The wind to- 
day is inclining south, and it may possibly bring some warm rain, and then 
some good sport may be expected in the coming month.—Rusty GAME, 


Tay (Perthshire). 


Accounts agree in stating that this famous salmon river has seldom been so 
abundantly stocked with splendid,fish as it is now. The stream is simply swarm- 
ing, and with the advent of good weather and an improvement in the size of 
the water, glorious sport may be expected. The following details of angling 
on the various reaches are applicable to the past two weeks. Derculich water— 
Mr. Stewart’s keeper, one, 17 1b.; by net on the same day, on Edradynate 
water, 4 salmon, 13 ]b., 163 1b., 19 ]b., 29} 1b.; Pitcastle water—Mr. John 
Grant, four, 16 }b., 24 ]b., 31 lb., 34 1b. ; Logierait water—Mr. Ronald, Mon- 
crieffe, one, 18 lb.; Dunkeld house water—Mr. Aineas Rose, two, 16 lb., 
19 lb. ; Athole Arms Hotel water (Dunkeld), Mr J. B. Gowans, and Mr. 
Kitchie, Perth, two, 10 lb., 18 lb.; Mr. Walton, London, two, 16 Ib., 25 1b. ; 
Stobhall water—Mr T. Whis'ler, from America, and Mr, P. D. Malloch, 
Perth, one, 17 lb. ; Meiklour water—Mr. Pople, Newhouse, two, 16 1b, 18 1b. ; 
Burnmouth water—Mr. R. B Smith and Mr. Hall, Perth, two 18 tb., 25 1b. ; 
Redgorton water—Mr. Montague Macdonald Younger, of St. Martins, two, 
173 1b., 27 lb. ; Thistle Bridge water—Mr. George Pople, and Mr. Butler, two, 
191b., 20lb. Angling onthe Karn, the chieftributary streamisas yet unproductive, 
the only take yet recorded being a beautiful new-run grilse of 6 lb., and a fine 
trout of 2 1b., landed on the water near Crieff, by the Rev. A. Gray Maitland, 
of that place. The weather is too cold for good trouting, but an improvement 

_Imay be expected presently.—J. McG. 


Test. 


Fishing commenced on the greater part of this river on the 23rd; owing to 
the bitter east wind very few fishermen put in an appearance. Those who did 
were fairly rewarded; it was a case of two flies and fishing down stream, when 
of course you luse a great many fish, this year more than usual in conse- 
quence of the heavy water. One gentleman from Town killed in three days 
on the Bransbury water, 7 brace of very pretty fish JI don't know how 
many he did not hook. Yesterday we had a day with the nets to see how 
the jack were getting on; the result was only three sinall fish—not a pound 
each. I think the wire netting had a good deal to do with the small take. 
When cut up in pieces about a foot square, and thrown in among the weeds, 
I am convinced it is the finest protection against netting. To hear the lan- 








I did not see you since I was knocked down, I thought you were 








guage used by the keepe s was something awful. The nets were simply tied 
up in bunches, torn and completety put out of action; it took hours to get 
them clearagain. Where the wire came from appeared a mystery (perhaps 
some one knows) could it have been washed down hy the late floods. The 
wind this afcernoon is more inclined tothe South; the glass is faling, and it 
looks as if we were going to have some raia at last. ‘Ihe on'y fly to be seen in 
the water is the dark-hare’s ear.—HAMPSHIKE. 


Thames (Chertsey). 

It isa long while siace I sent a report to you, but I hope to send you better 
news presently. One good thing—old Father Thames begins to look m»re 
promising, and if March will favour us with warmer weather to finish with, I 
think there will be a good prospect for some trout tobe taken, and let's hope 
gentlemen will bear in mid the bad winter we have had, and give us a turn 
with the trout. There are plenty of trout in the river. See the trout there are 
caught ledgering. The first one last season I had the pleasure of landing was 
with Mr. Hatfield, the one at the Aquarium; anothr the same size, same 
place, with Mr. Spreckhly—fish put back ; four more in another part of the rwwer— 
put back ovt of season; the last one the 5th of this month. The tr ut seem to 
know the close season for them. I hope to send you good news respecting the 
trout next month. There are plenty of trout here at Chertsey, there is no 
no doubt, as well as other parts of the river.—JAMrs HAsLuTr. 


Torridge (Torrington) 

Torridge river very fine and low, and not much sport. Fishing up to the 
preent time: Two gentlemen at Woodford Bridge, River Toriidge, in three 
days took five dozen trout with the fly. Salmon-fishing begins on Monday, 
April 2nd, and the wind being south, wih every prospect of rain, good sport 
may be looked for in April. Last season over Ico salmon were taken on four 
miles of water at Mid Torridge.—PacTICAL ANGLER. 


Wye and Derwint. 

The weather during the past week has been fearfully cold, with snowstorms 
falling occasionally, which has made it very bad for the Easter Holiday 
piscators. Although buth rivers have been in first class condition for fly-fishing 
and trolling, there have been very few trout kiiled with the fly. Grayling haverisen 
freely on some days while the sun has been out, and baskets up to 4 brace per 
anglerhave been made. The killing flies have been claret bumble and 
furnace flies. There-has been a few trout killed by trolling, wih the Derby 
trout killer on the Darley Da'e water below Darley Bridge. The buttom 
fishers between Ambergate and Whatstandwell have killed some very fine 
dishes of grayling daily for the last three weeks, with cockspur worms for 
baits. Ut has been a frequent caset» kill6 and 8 brace of good grayling a 
day. Thereis a great quantity of good graylingsin the Derwent between 
Ambergate and Whatstandwell very few trout.—G. J. EATON. 

P.S.—Trout fishing commences, strictly speaking, ail over Derbyshire cn 
the 1st of April—private waters and fisheries. Wind, S. W., with every ap- 
pearance of a favourable change.—G. J. Haron, 


Yore (Hawes). 

Anglers have been wearing the willow since my last. ‘‘ Disappointment is 
good for youth,’’ saith ye ancient proverb, and truly I trust it is so, as the 
youth of this locality were subject to two disappointments lately—viz., the 
hopes cf a break-up of the storm taking place on Saturday and Sunday last. 
This morning we are to all appearances as far off as ever from any change in 
the weather. The frosts at night are very severe, and the sun is dazzling 
during the day. River low and very fine during the early part of the day, but 
of a milky colour during the latter part of un afternoon, owing to the sun 
causing the snow torun. ‘ We are all down in the mouth,’’ as the saying is. 
Angling totally out of the question. 

I had hoped to have been able to report good sport this week, but, alas ! my 
hopes were doomed to disappointment. The whole of the week has been 
minus fishing. The ground is completely covered with snow, and the wind 
having gone the whole round of the compass (without compassing what I had 
fondly hoped) has again taken his seat in the East. It looked very much like 
a change on Monday last, and we had begun to look out our tackle again; but 
Jack Frost put in an appearance during the n'ght and completely damped our 
ardour, and he is as yet the trump card The barometer is Jow enough fora 
change at any time, but I am afraid it will not come before the Yankees send 
it, as perusual. The river is almost fice from ice, and grayling, I think, ought 
to rise during the middle of the day; but Ihave had no opportunity of trying 
them. Iwas overin Dent Dale the other week, where there are some splendid 
streams, and hear that netting is carried on to a considerable extent. The 
angling is free in the Dale, but the, fish are somewhat scarce in the uppe1 
reaches, owing to the unfavourable bed of the river of the river, which is one 
continuous limestone bed without the least apology harbour for the fish — Jas. 
CorRRY. 

Yore (Lower Waters). 


Very few anglers have I met upon this river during my Easter ramblings, 
and as far as sport was concerned, I might as welt have followed their 
examp'e and stayed at home. The hills are still white with snow, and this, 
melting during the day, has given the water that well-known sea-green appears 
ance so inimical to sport ; trout are not stirring at all, either this week or Jast, 
and until a complete change of weather takes place I shall keep away 
from the river side; the same remarks apply to the Wharfe.—FsaAncisM. 
WALBRAN. 

P.S.—Mr. Kenda'l, Rose and Crown, Ilkley, died this wee'x, agedgo. He 
was a wellsknown ang’er on the Wharfe. 


Se 





Few Novetrizs 1N His LINzE.—An interesting bit of c-nversation occurred 
in a Menim-c-street restaurant at dinner time between a pretty fly specimen of 
the genus *‘ drummer"? anda well-known resident of Lowell. They were 
seated at the same table, and the drummer wanted to be _ social; 
so he asked, ‘* How is Christmars trade with ycu, Sir—pretty lively ? ’ 
‘Not very,” was the response; ‘‘I see yery little change at this time of the 
year from any other. You see, I only handle a s'andard style of roods, and 
don't get in many novelties."” ‘‘ What is your business, Sir, may Task?’ po- 
litely inquired the diummer. ‘I am an undertaker.’’ A mouthful of bee*- 
steak here steppedin and quietly choked the sociability out of the com- 
mercial traveler, who was so dazed that he actually forgot to slip out without 
paying his check.’’—Sea World. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
GRoUSE.—We cannot recommend you ared which will answer well for all 
kinds of fishing, from pike-spinning to roach-fishing. You cannot have 
one red which will answer for every purpose. The best «‘ general’? rod 


you cculd have would be of stout bamboo, with a variety of tops, some” 


short’ and stout, and others long and lighter. The upright rings with 
guides to throw the line off are best. For a general rod have the ordinary 
ring winch fitting, as it will have to fit different winches. 
H. Lrccr,—Send a stamped envelope with your address to the post- 
master, and ask him to favour you with the information. We understand 
the fishing is not preserved, and is only very poor. 
F. R. D.—The nets you refer to are named from the place they are used at, 
and not from any peculiarity in them. ; iy 
H. E. D.—We described in the GAZETTE last year the plan of striking from 
the winch when fly-fishing for trout. We prefer a 10-foot stiffish rod, in 
three joints, lancewood top, tipped with jungle cane ; second joint, green- 
heart, and butt of ash. The play should be from the hand, or nearly so. 
For worm-fishing, you want a longer rod, of same make, but not quite so 
stiff. Perhaps a 12-foot rod would answer both purposes in your case. 
Epwarps.—Mr. C. Capel, of Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent, says Mr. 
Edon is absent, but if you will write to him (Mr. Capel) he may be able to 
help you. 


W. 


Mr. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


PERCH DISEASE. 

S1r,—I was sorry you were unable to see the two sflec'ed perch I forwarded 
a fortnight »go. heir scientific examination would be most interesting, and, 
should you desire, I might be able to forward more of these diseased fish. That 
the epidemic from which they are suffering is very different from Saprolegnia 
ferax Tam confident. The former attacks only the perch, whilst the latter 
does just the opposite, leaving the ‘‘ coarse’’ fish and fastening upon salmon 
and trout. Then, again, in appearance this perch disease is different from 
Saprolegnia ferox, and, to the best of my knowledge, I never saw salmon or 
trout affected by the latter, which ran their heads underneath the stones as 
many of the perch do, dying in that position. Some years ago thousands of 
perch succumbed in Windermere to some similar dissrder, and, as 1 before 
stated, the same fish were almost destroyed in Whinfell tarn—tarn, mind, and 
not as it was printed 1, st week—by a like attack. Have such been noticed in 
otherrivers, lakes,ponds, or tarns? This fish disease isa most interesting subject, 
and is not likely to arise from such causes as produce fungus oa gold and other 
fish kept under unnatural conditions in aquaria.—I am, &c., 

Kend-l. RAWDON B. LEE. 


BLUE UPRIGHTS. 

S1R,—I see one of your readers desires the exact dressing of a ‘blue up- 
right.’’ A few wees ago some other question was asked about the same fly, 
and I set about answering it—in fact, had written a letter to the GAZETTE, 
which I placed in my desk instead of the post-office letter-box, and then went 
fishing in rather an exposed spot on the Exe, where I got the benefit of a par~ 
ticularly cold north-easter we have been favoured with lately, and it unfor- 
tunately laid me up with a revival of liver complaint, I contracted abroad in days 
of yore, so the letrer was forgotten. 

Had it reached its destination I fear it would have enlightened your corre: 
spondents but little, for I haye now used blue uprights many seasons, almost 
daily, in this country, in Scotland, and in Ireland, have tried many hundreds 
of them, and can neither say definitely if it is taken for any particular fly, nor 
that it should invariably be dressed to any one exact pattern. Nothing beyond 
that it is necessary the body should be peacock herl, stripped of its down, and 
the hackle around the‘head one from a blue dun fowl. 

With these simple materials the.fly is susceptible of a number of changes. 
Cocks’ hackles are generally used in i's construction; but some anglers—skilled 
fishermen, too—will have hen’s hackles instead. Sometimes dark dun haekles 
are made use of, sometimes light ones, every angler following his own fancy in 
this respect, or perhaps the advice of one of the numerous authorities around 
him. Itis at times made with a herl having an inch or two of white at the 
root, so that the body, when dressed, shows a cream-coloured tip. Again, it 
is mad3 with a spiral ring of white traversiag its whole length, or her] of one 
uniform dark hue may be employed. 

Hooks for the blue upright vary in size from No. 5 Kendal down to 00, 
and all, according to conditions of water and weather, do well at times. 

In fact, to write anything approaching an exact description of every fly called 
a blue upright would be a task almost equal to that of detailing the varieties of 
the ‘‘bumble,”’ a lure so excellently described by Mr. Eaton in your last week's 
issue. 

So far as my observation goes, andI do not refer entirely to my own fishing, 
the blue upright to be preferred is one tied with a body of brownish-coloured 
herl, and hackle from a dark dun game cock; the colour of the hackle should be 
a steel-blue. This fly I have seen do great execution. A friend of mine, who 
spares no pains in breeding and procuring strains of blue fowls for these flies, 
is most fastidious in his selection of hackles of a dark steel-blue shade, and, to 
judge by results, he appears to know well what: he is about. 

The best baskets of trout [ have ever seen taken in the Exe have been killed 
by him with the blue upright alone made in this way; and so lately as Saturday 
last, a day when the water had fallen utterly away, when a stiff nor’-wester was 
blowing, a bright sun shining, ice thickly encrusting tranquil portions of the 
river, and sheets of ice drifting down the slig4t stream there was left, with this 
blue upright he killed fifteen fish,* six of them weighing 5} Ib. 

As to the special fly the blue upright represents, I must confess I have failed 
to discover that it resembles any particular winged insect. It kills well often 
when duns are sailing on the stream unnoticed by the fish, also when there is 
no rise of fly, and again when flies are rising tbickly. 

In fact, it is a good fiy the whole season through, and may be satisfactorily 








* One of these, a fish over 1 Ib, in weight, had secured to the adipose fin a 
small ring of silver wie, to which, probably, a label had been at some time 
attached. Couldit have been,one of the Dulverton marked fish? If so, it had 
wandered a good distance down the river, asit was caught below Bickleigh. 





used under almost any circumstances when the water is fishable. My ownidea 
is, as I have stated in a former letter, thatit is taken for a fly rising to the sur- 
face, or an insect in its larva state, for the reasons that a large blue upright 
will be successful when the March browns are stirring, a medium one when 
duns are rising, and a very small one during a flight of iron- blues. 

This is, however, a theory that is merely presumptive, and has no‘hing to 
recommend it except the grounds given above, but it is one that is believed in 
by other anglers whose experience and powers of observation give them some 
authority to form an opinion on the subject. 

All this, of course, refers exclusively to the hackled blue upright—that is, one 
dressed without wings. The winged blue upright is ano'‘her matter, 4f is 
made precisely in the same way as the former, wivh this difference : the hackle 
at the shoulder is shorter and scanty, and in addition are wings of coo or starl- 
ing wing feathers. So dressed, it. forms an extremely good representative of 
the early duns ; for Jater ones the shades are easily varied by using materials of 
different hues as may be required. 

The winged upright is generally more succ°ssful as the season advances and 
the water becomes warmer, due probably to fish feeding more upon flies on the 
surface than upon larva beneath.—I am, &c., RAG 





NORTH-COUNTRY FLIES. 

Str,—I inclose a list of flies given to me by the late Harry Croft, of Eaton, 
Lancaster, about forty years ago. I have used the same patterns since, on the 
Lune and its tributaries They are good killing flies, and rarely fail on the 
smaller streams. The dressings are very simple, and easily made. I inclose 
sample made by Croft in 1856.—L am, &c., R. SERGENCSON: 


March and April — Body. Hook. 
Water-hen .. ie afi Purp'e silk ie Ar 2 
Sniperump .. Pi et Orange .. £4 Ae pees 
Brown partridge : 7 Orange or yellow Sere ea 
Woodcock .. a er Orange or yellow we 3 

April, May, and June— 

Snipe i outside wing) vy ae OLAN Deeg a as 2 

Jack snipes=«.., = ree Purple or orange 34 2 
(A good all-summer fly ) 

Shepster (starling) .. an Yellow —.. rs s 2 

May, June, and July— 

Corn crake | .. A “ic Orange ., oe oe Z3 
Pl ver (g iden) Ae Ae Orange cr yellow : 2 
Pewit .. i PS NA Porple ace te Fi 2 
Woodowl .. an a Orange ,. My, Res 2 

August and September— 

Moor game ,. on #0 Orange ., = 6 2 
{Many thanks. The flies are good samples.—ED. | 


KELT OR FRESH-RUN FISH. : 

Srr,—Could one of your legal readers reply to the following question ? 
Last week, being in Scotland, and fishing in a river with the authority of the 
lessee of the sporting rights, [ hooked a salmon. It measured 31 inches long. 
After an hour’s fight with it, and by the aid of a large landing-net, a fisherman 
had landed the fish. The two water-bailiffs, who happened to be on the bank, 
ordered me to return it to the water; and, although two very old fishermen and 


myself said it was a clean fish, they ruled it otherwise, which ruling I obeyed, 


and put a fine, plump, silvery fish to the water again. 

Could’I not have kept the fish on ths bank until I sent to a migistrate, whose 
house was almost within a stone’s throw of where I was—and he, I knew, was 
at home—and one well up in the natural history of Sa/monide@, and quite com- 
petent to decide the question—could I not have insisted on this, without being 
liable to a tine ? 

The time occupied with our argument exhausted more time than if I had 
been permitted to obtain the magistrate’s decision. 

I notched the size of the fish on my rod with my penknife. 

A reply through your correspondence column will be of interest to others 
placed under similar circumstances, as well as myself—I am, &c,, + 

; % > i MIATOR, 

[There should be little difficulty about the matter of distinguishing the fish ; 





but we think ‘‘ Viator ’’ should have kept the fish if he was sure of its being all if 


right, and let the men call him before the magistrate if they liked to doso. — 
The magistrate could have decided; but, certainly, to carry the fish to him 
to decide would have done for it; nor could ‘‘ Viator’’ expect him to walk 
down to see the fish while he kept it alive in the water in his net.—ED. ] 


THAMES FISHERMEN'’S PROVIDENT AND BENEFIT 
SOCIETY. 
Srr,—A meeting of the proposed ‘‘Thames Fishermen’s Provident and 
Benefit Society ’’ took place at the Piscatorial Society’s rooms, Ashley's Hotel, 


Covent Garden, on Monday evening week, at which letters were read from — 


Messrs. Francis Francis, Marston, Little, Spreckley, Brougham and others, in 
favour of the scheme. A draft of rules was drawn up and will be preseated at 
the next meeting, which will take place at the Piscatorial Society's rooms, 
Asbley’s Hotel, Covent Garden, on Monday evening, the gth April next, at six 
o’clock. Those in favourof the scheme are invited particularly to attend.— 
Iam, &c., . JAMES STARTIN, 

16, Sackville Street, W., Mar. 20. hon. sec. pro tem, 


; THE MUNDELLA. ACT, “ 
Sir,—With reference to Mr. Woolfall’s inquiry anent the infringement of 
the Mundella Act, it may be useful if you will kindly allow me to inform him 
that here we get every assistance, as Mra Page, the market inspector of the 
Corporation, takes an interest in seeing that the provisions of the Act are 
carried out. Jast year he gave us valuable assistance, and “Already this season, 


on learning that coarse fish had been exposed for sale, ordered the dealers to 
either destroy or send them away, and intimated that in event of a repetition — 


of the offence an action would ensue end penalty enforced. This, having been 
spread among the dealers, has had is affect, for, since the 17th inst., I have 
not heard of any being exposed for sa’e. j 

If Mr. Woolfall will read this to the Liverpool market inspector, 
probably induce him to follow Mr. Page’s good example.—I am, &c., — 

March 28. LAD) Oi es 4 . WR. Re 

P.S.—Has Mr. W. taken any graining this season ? ‘as I have not seen any 
report from him in fulfilment of his promise to 
“L, B.,” to send him some specimens, 


it may 
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your esteemed correspondent, 


Marcu 31, 1883] 
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FISHING NEAR TOXFORD, SUFFOLK. - 
S1r,—I copy the following for the informition of ‘¢A. L. L.’’ from Greville 
Fenneli’s ‘“‘ Rail and Rod,’’ or “ Tourist- Anglers’ Guide.”’ ‘‘ The Tox, or Minis= 
mere river—station, Darsham. The little river Tox, or Minismere, rises amongst 
some high grounds near Great Boats Hall, to the east of Baddingham Wood, not 
far from the source of the Blethe, to the south of the village of Ubbeston, in 
Suffolk, and after a circuitous course makes for Peasanhall, and runs by the 
ruins of Sibton Abbey and wood, and thence through Sibton Park, the seat of 
J. W. Brooke, Esq. It next passes through the demesne of Sir John Blois, 
at Cockfield Hall, a fine Tudor mansion, and thus on to Toxf.rd, hence one of 
its names. Toxford is a picturesque town, on the old turnpike road, and about 
a mile distant from Darsham on the East Suffolk Railway. The country 
around is pleasantly diversified with hill and dale, and beautifully wooded. 
‘Indeed so fineis the scenery, the soil, and the general aspect of the country,’ 
says Knight, ‘in and around Toxford, that it has been aptly termed ‘the 
Garden of Suff 1r.’?’ Our little river is now left pretty well to itself, until it 
reaches Middlestowe cum Fordley and Beckford Bridge, near Wes leton Moor, 
not far from which will be found the Plough Inn, about which, and by Hast 
Bridge and over Minismere Level to its outfall by a sluice-gate into the sea, 
the latter part is of an artificial character, being called ‘ The New Cut.’ 
«There is no fish to speak of inits tiny embrace, butit is capable of being 
utilised, and will doubtless prove productive ere long, as water is assuming 
everywhere its due value for sport and production. Still we would mildly pro- 
test against the Tox being termed a ‘river,’ for the torpor of this listless 
‘stream would be beaten in the race by many canals, 
_ & Hawthorn’s description of the Concord woutd suitit to a trickle ; but taking 
the C ncord for all in all, I can find nothing to compare with it, but one of the 
half-torpid earth-worms which [ dig up for bait. The worm is sluggish, and 
so is the river; the river is muddy, and so is the worm. You hardy know 
whether either of them is alive or dead, bus stillia the course of time they 
both manage to creep away. ‘The best aspect is when there is a north- westerly 
breeze curling its surface on a bright sunshiny day; it then assumes a vivaci y 

“notitsown. Moonlight also gives it beauty, as it does to all scenes of earth 
and water. This simile,’? adds Fennell, ‘‘is true of our river; so when we 
reach the sluice which prevents its escape, we are reminded of the ruthless 
spade of the gardener, which’ appears to have descended upon the reptile’s 
head, and we look back in expectation of seeing the little Tox writhing in 
many folds.’’ 

Since Mr. Fennell wrote the above, which he did from mere topographical 
personal inspection, I have readin the Fie/d that he, by frequent visits with his 
tackle, became better acquainted with the Tox while staying at Dorling’s Hotel, 
at Walton-on-the-Naze, from whence it is an easy walk, keeping the sea in 
view the whole of the way. His takes of roach and perch were respectable 
both in weight and numbers, but he did not fish above the railway, being satis- 
fied with his sport not far from the sluice-gate on the cliff. A mile of the 
distance may be saved by taking the Waltcn rail, and alighting st the first up 
station of the Tendring Hundred metals, when, after following the regular roads 
to ‘‘Great Holland,’’ or yet better, a cut across the field paths, will bring him 
to Fan Bridge, and crossing which, he can pursue his pleasure either up or 
down. - There are two affluents to this tiny stream—for it does flow at a pace 
delightful to the roach fisher, I can vouch, and that its comparative depth con- 
cealed fish worthy of the angler, in the absence of a more illustri,us quarry, I 
can by experience aver. . 

Still there is the river Blythe not far off Darsham Sration, which is almost 
maiden inits reputation, anditis such apparently unp:omising rivers, which upon 


a practical acquaintance (as the mere riils in highland districts) are likely to 


astonish the credulous and give weight to his homeward journey, lighter for the 
burthen. CREEL. 

P.S.—I shall be glad to give “A. L. L.’? a few mems in reference to the 
Blythe. He may feel assured, if only as a float fisher, that these despised 
water- courses will well repay him for the trouble of prospecting, particularly 
as there are no better within easy reach in this particular part of Suffolk. 


GRAYLING OF SMALL SIZE. 

Str,—In your valuable paper, the FisHinG GAZETTE, I have read several 
notes upon the taking of grayling of small size, the same being exposed for 
sale in the fishmoagers’ shops in London, one of your correspondents thinking 
that they were taken {rom one of the rivers in the north, where grayling are 
plentiful; others seem to think also that they are grayling. My op*nion is 
that the fish they have seen are the graining. I have seen many of them in 
Worcester market, sold at 4d. per lb. It is a fish much resembling the dace, 
but I never saw a graining more than 3 oz. weight. I have taken the dace 
8 and Io oz. each. The colour of the graining is thus:—The head and 
upper part of its body is a drab tinged with red, and separated from the lower 
part of its sides and belly by a well-defined line near the centre of its side. If 
‘you boil this beautiful little fish, its flesh will part from the frame of bones 
quite easily ; you cannot get the flesh of the dace to part from the bones neaily 
so clear. My opinion is that the flesh of the graining is by far the sweetest, 
but not so firm as the flesh of the grayling. Your readers can find a brief 
description of the graining in the book on ‘‘ Fresh- Water Fishes,’’ by the 
Rey. W. Houghton, page 43. The reason I write these few remarks is to 
Settle the question, feeling, as.I do, quite sure that the grayling cannot be 
taken in such numbers at this time of the year, and allso near one size, I 
have taken grayling 1 oz.—these I put down at sixteen months old; the next 
year these little fellows run upon the fords in September about 4 oz. ; the third 
season's, or three year old fish, are from 8 to 10 oz. The pounder is, I have no 
doubt, a four year old fish ; and al of them, large and small, have a smell, 
when fresh, resembling the cucumber.—I am, &c., 


Worcester, Joun A, GRIFFIN. 





‘ 


GRAYLING. 
_ Str,—On Saturday I saw at Islington about a bushel of small fish from 3 
to 6inchesin length. They were’ called and sold by the fishmonger as 
grayling. 

There was not a grayling in the whole lot that I could see. I believe they 
were grayning from Loch-Nenagh. I obtained one or two, and ifI have an 
_ Opportunity will-send one for your inspection. — Prevailing colour of the fish: 

Purple to dull white, and not a large back fin—-Iam, &c., BAKEWELL. 





‘ UNDERSIZED GRAYLING. : 
_ Srr,—With regret I have read the letters in your valuable paper on under- 
_ sized grayling. I was surprised to see large quantities being retailed out at the 
high price of 23d, per Ib. in our market to-day. I have forwarded you a sample 


fire 





of them by post for ysur opinion on them—if they are right grayling. Surely, 
there can be something done to stop this wholesale slaughter of such finger- 
lings, or else the close time will not be of much use,—I am, &c., 
Redditch, Mar. 17. CHARLES Court. 
(Being absent in Ireland, we have not seen the fish, Will Mr. Court kindly 
send another sample next week ?—ED. | 


THE ANGLER. 

Sir,—What is the angler supposed to be ?—a patient, sociable being or a 
quarrelsome one? I, as one, should certainly not like my character to be after 
the style of the second. In my lines about grayling and the Swale I did not 
mean anything sarcastic by using the Swaledale phrase, ‘* A little bit of fuss,’’ 
which [ on'y made use of by way of introduction. I think, however, as Mr. 
Ford is rather inclined to be witty, he would do well to try and blend it with 
mercy, and remember those beautifwl lines in the ‘* Merchant of.Venice,’’ 
where it says, ‘‘ The quality of mercy is not strained, &c.’’ 

As Mr. Ford and Mr. Corry have taken up the forepart of my letter, and 
dealt upon its merits at-some length, I think it would have been quite fair to 
have arswered the questions at the end. In future I shall be more careful, 
finding that some anglers are quicker at taking insult than at imparting know- 
ledge. Iam glad to hear of the introduction of fresh breeds of trout into the 
Swale, but what about the nefarious modes in which some of them will be 
killed P—I am, &c., R. KEARTON. 

31, Fieet Lane, E.C. 


PRIZE-FISHING. 

Srr,—I was much interested in Ravensbourne’s letter on pr’ze- fishing, and 
feel that [ mus" write just to say that I quie agree with him, that the money 
spent on prizes had far better be spent on preserving and improving the fish- 
ing; Jn my humb'e opinion, any angler ought to be able to get sport enough 
to satisfy him without res rting to the artificial excitement of prize fishing. [ 
should also like to rei erate the question put by ‘‘ Harelug,’’ namely, whether 
some scheme could no* be set afloat by which genuine anglers wou d be able to 
obtain cheap railway tickets wi hou’ belonging to ac ub. 

Could not a uniou be es ablished with a subscription of 5s. per annum (.r 
perhaps less), which wou d enti le members to the privilege tickets which I 
cfren see mentioned in this paper,—I am, «c., 1a} 

London, March 27. 


PEG-DOWN COMPETITIONS. 

Str,—Having read so much lately of peg-down competitions being unfair 
and unsportsmanlike, I feel there are some clubs very much more to b'!ame than 
the competitors. Some condemn the practice, as it destroys a quantity of sma'] 
fish, while others argue it is open to dishonest practice. Now, sir, I contend 
it is the only legitimate way of handicapping a party of fishermen, providing 
they are notall up to the mark in the association—viz., Brighton. We find 
that there is never the quantity of fish taken at pey-down as at roving, and as 
a stop-gap against anything ungentlemanly our referees have the chance to see 
all that is going on, while in roving you must depend upon the honesty of 
members, and there is not one we doubt. 

Secondly, we never allow a roach to be weighed in the club for any prize 
whatever under 4 0z., perch 4 oz , bream 8 oz., pike 1} 1b., carp 2 ]b., chub 
2 lb. Aud speaking of small fry, Mr. Editor, a roach 4 oz. is 7+ inch long, 
ditto perch; bream 8 oz. is 8} inch to 9, according to the waters they are taken 
from. This will prove the B, A. A. members do not spoil fishing much. 

We recommend the weight of atl fish against measuremenr, and I feel sure it 
other societies were to adopt the same principle they would find it far the 
best. 

And now the close months aré in, the clubs have time to alter rules to compel 
members to catch fish within reason. Then, I think, sir, there will be no 
cause to complain of peg-downs in future.—I am, &c., BRIGHTON. 





KING'S PRESERVATIVE POWDER. 

Srr,—Will you kindly allow me through the medium of your columns, to 
inform Mr. W. H. Whittaker and other gentlemen who have inquired, that 
my preservative will beready for sale next week, at which time the advertise- 
ment will appear in the Fisuine Gazerre.—I am, &c. Wo. Kina. 

1, New Road, London, E , March 24. 





BREAM AT BESTHORPE, 

Srr,—I notice a letter in last week’s GAZETTE under the above heading. I 
am sadly afraid that if friend ‘‘ Mark Antony ’’ should come down here, he 
would find a jb to capture 100 lb. of bream with rod and line in that water. 
He would very soon be constrained to exclaim, ‘‘Oh, fora touch from the 
vanished bream anda sound of the splash that is still.’” 

I don’t mean to say that there are no fishin the fleet, but they are wofully 
thinned out. A Mr, Gee, of Girton, now rents, or did a short time ago, that 
sheet of water, and he netsit at every opportunity, and many a stone of fish 
bas gone from there to Nottingham, and as a natural consequence angling 
there is not so good as it used to be; in fact, youcan set it down as being 
very indifferent now. I know that several very good anglers from Newark visited 
the fleet Jast season, obtained permission to fish, and came away disgusted 
with the sport; and ‘they all agree that Mr. Gee and his nets have 
spoiled the bream-fishing there. I just mention this, as [ thought ‘‘ Mark An- 
tony’’ would like to know how they have served a favourite water of his.—I am, 
&c., Tue Trent OTTER. 





AN ANGLING SOCIETY FOR BATH. 

S1tr,—After reading the report of yourcorrespondent, J. B. Blackmore, respect« 
ing the excellent take of trout captured by him at Tiverton-on-Avon, | con- 
gratulate him on his success, and would like to take the opportuniry of second- 
ing his remarks on the non-existence of an angling so-iety in Bath, the want of 
which is felt by a number of anglers in the vicinity, with whom I have had the 
pleasure of conversing on the subject, and mos of whom say they feel sure 
that, if a society was started, there would be plenty of angle1s come forward to 
join.; and perhaps Mr. B , or one of the numerous anglers about Bath, would 
kindly offer a suggestion through your columns whereby the desired end may be 
attained.—I am, &c., J. Horsey, 

10, Camden Cottages, Bath. 

er shall be glad to hear of an angling society being starte¢ at Bath, and 
will gladly furnish copies of rules, &c,—ED. | 
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OPENING DAY AT THE.LION HOTEL, FARNINGHAM. 


AFTER visiting the above hotel, and fishing in the trout stream con- 
nected therewith for upwards of the past half-dozen Good Fridays, an 
account of which you have been pleased to allow to appear in your 
valuable columns, Mr. Editor, I regret this year to have little, and 
that not of the brightest, news to send you. It appears somewhat 
surprising that the Lion’s water, being so close to London (soe 
fourteen miles only), and the fishing, as well] as the fish, US eS 
good, should be so sparsely patronised. How is it to be accounted 
for? Is it badly advertised, and thus known only toa few? It must 
be so, Mr. Editor, and ycur advertising department ought to com- 
municate with the proprietor at once, Year after year the same half- 
dozen faces appear on the scene, and thus the opening day is Oe 
like a family xewnton than otherwise. All this is very nice for ‘'the 
family,” as it is annually presided over by one of the fairest disciples 
of ‘‘ Father Izaac’s” gentle craft, as well as one of the deftest, as she 
usually ‘‘ wipes the eye ” of many of the ruder sex on the banks of the 
Darenth, but seems rather hard upon the host and hostess of the 
hotel (Mr. and Mrs. Baker), who cater well and profusely for their 
guests, charge moderately, endeavour to make them feel at home, 
and, consequently, deserve better patronage. 

Friday last opened very gloomily indeed, as one of the be®t- 
known faces was missed from the lawn meet, Where it is usual 
commence operations—namely, his, whose great eXp]oits on the riv 
Darenth have often appeared in your journal, and to whom the loc?! 
folk gave the sobriquet of ‘‘ The Demon,” as their trout, though ever 
so wily, were never secure from his fly. I refer to dear Joe Campbell, 
the prince of fishermen and good comrades, ever ready with his 
advice and experience, gained on the best rivers in England and 
Scotland. Although quite young (thirty-six), and apparently a most 
powerful man, he was seized with heart disease a week before Christ- 
mas whilst planning an excursion amongst the grayling on the Test 
with the writer, and died most suddenly. Regyzescat in pace. The 
night previous to this gloomy Friday morning was very frosty, and 
the opening morning brought forth a most piercingly cold easterly 
gale, so that it was difficult to put the fly luringly on the water, and 
when put there to keepiton. At dinner ip the evening, when the 
‘‘family’’ record was called as usual, the tale was:—One of the 
younger Sons (with large white moth up), 2} brace, from 8 oz. to 1s oz. 
each; the writer (grey quill gnat up), 12 brace, each just under half a 
pound, and single fish by some of the others ; in fact, the worst day I 
have ever known on the river. Those taken were not in the best con- 
dition, as according to their length they ought to have scaled much 
more. 

Saturday morning opened more auspiciously—the wind had changed, 
and the sun shone out brightly, and about 11 a.m. the fly appeared a 
little, and the writer (March brown up) took 4} brace, ail unsizeable, 
which, with one sizeable fish, were at once returned, all well, to fight 
another day. The rise then ceased t]l about 4 p.m., when our fair 
president and her husband killed four brace of very nice fish. It is 
thus apparent, Mr. Editor, that Good Friday, especially when it falls 
in the middle of March—especially such a March as this—is too 
early for the Darenth. Most of the fish taken, when opened, were 
found filled with eggs, and you will be glad to hear that all the 
owners of fisheries on the river (except the Lion) have mutually 
agreed to extend the close season in future till the Ist day of May in 
each year. Your readers may also be glad to hear that there are 
plenty of fish in the present reaches of the Lion waters, and also that 
Mr. baker, the spirited proprietor, is in treaty for a longer reach, in 
addition to the present one, and that that portion is known to be 
**second to none” to any part of.the river, ‘May he get it,” is the 
earnest wish of yours, &c., CHAPEAU ROUGE. 

Cannon Street, March 27, 1883. 

[We are glad to hear the fishing is to be closed until the 1st of May. 
For several years we made it a rule to fish the Lion Water on that 
day, and generally had good sport.—Ep. ] 
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THE WATFORD PISCATORIALS. 


THE second annual dinner of the Watford Piscatorials was held at the 
society's snug headquarters, the Leathersellers’ Arms, High Street, 
Watford, on Wednesday evening, March aist, about twenty-five to 
thirty members and friends sitting down to do full justice to the ex- 
cellent catering of host Griffiths. The room was charmingly deco- 
rated with trophies of the chase, stags’ heads and mighty antlers, upon 
which rested rods or depended other accessories of angling, choice 
stuffed birds, including that gorgeous fellow, the golden pheasant; 
and lastly, plenty of well-preserved specimen fish, Colne and other 
trout (one splendid fellow over 6 lb., taken by Mr. Thomas, of Colne- 
brook), all rubied like so many pachas. There they hung in their 
glass homes, cheek by jowl, by great olive, green-backei, mottled- 
sided pike—mighty Goliaths of the past, who in days gone by lorded 
it, perchance, in the liquid depth of some lay-bye in Walton’s Sedgy 
Iea—bream from East Anglia, roach, dace, perch, and many other 
of good St. Anthony’s legend-famed disciples, all artistically arranged 
by Messrs. Bower and Lovejoy, and, taken in conjunction with the 
peau ue room and flower-decked table, formed a very pretty coup 
7d, 

The chair was filled in_a most efficient and genial manner by the 
socie y’s president, Mr. Clarence C. Fry, Mr. Chas. Healy proving a 
capi‘al vzs-d-v7s, among those present being Messrs. Vincent (hon. 
sec.), Horn, Boydell, Bowers, Lovejoy, Bonvoisin (West Central 
Association), Eden, L.cas, Wyatt, Cutchie, Ross, Villiers, Rogers, 
Sturman, James, Spicer, Clegg, Wilson, Parran, and Stevens. 

After the usual loyal toasts, the chairman proposed in a few well- 


chosen words, ‘‘ Success to the Watford Piscatorials,” to which the 
company, needless to say, did full justice. 

The vice-chairman then, in the most happy manner, proposed 
‘‘The Prize-givers,”” good-humouredly confessing he was not him- 
self a successful angler, but at the same time he had sympathy with 
all kinds of legitimate sport. He commended the society for the 
plan adopted in giving prizes—viz., for the heaviest specimen rather 
than for gross weight, thereby discouraging the destruction of a large 
number of small fish. He coupled with the toast the name of Mr. 
Fry, one of the principal donors. They were very fortunate in having 
such a president, who was not only a skilled angler himself and an 
authority, but took an active interest in the society, as evidenced by 
his coming there to preside that evening. He (the speaker) would be 
happy to add his own name to the list of prize-givers. (Cheers.) 

The chairman, in responding, made a Jong and able speech, in 
which, after returning thanks for the coupling of his name with the 
toast, and reciprocating the cordial feeling expressed by Mr. Healy, 
and so heartily endorsed by all present, he reviewed the past of the 
society, adding, ‘‘ ‘ Hope tells a flattering tale’ with the start of many 
undertakings that linger and fade, and die a natural death long before 
reaching an anniversary. But, gentlemen, in reviewing our historic 
past, I think we may feel that we are firmly established. We have 
available waters to try our skill in, and are adding to them. Our 
finances are good, we have a committee of capital officers, and if I 
might single out one bright particular star from that shining con- 
stellation, I would instance our secretary (cheers), to whom this 
society owes not a little of its lustre and success. Then, I think you 
have been wonderfully successful in your sport, certainly in securing 
some grand specimens. I see recorded a trout of 4 lb. 3} oz. taken 
with the fly, and another of 5 lb. 1} oz., not taken with the fly, jack up 
to nearly 11 lb., chub over 3¢ 1b, perch of nearly 1} lb., and a roach 
of over 14 lb. Gentlemen, this is a record to be proud of,” 

Mr. Fry then paid a high compliment to Mr. Bowers, who was not 
only a most valued member, but a capital artist, naturalist, and 
musician. If ever it was his good fortune to get hold of a good trout 
he meant to get Mr. Bowers to make him “ beautiful for ever.” 


Then followed some interesting remarks and capital advice about | 


fly-fishing and fly-making. Respecting this last, the chairman advo- 
cated the careful study of nature and the closest possible imitation, as 
likely to lead to successful results; in conclusion, adding, ‘‘ I must 
mention the forthcoming International Fisheries Exhibition, to be 
opened by the Queen in May. There will be exhibits from all parts of 
the world, relating to their fish, fishing, and fisheries; models of boats, 
and gear, and implements ; various methods shown for taking fish 
and curing them; fish-breeding apparatus. It will be the most 
wonderful exhibition of the kind that has ever taken place, important 
alike to those who study the resources of a country and to anglers 
like ourselves, I conclude with a good wish, ‘Success to the Wat- 
ford Piscators, and may your lines ever fallin pleasant places.’ ” 

Some handsome prizes, given by Messrs Fry, Eden, W. T. Boy- 
dell, C. R. Lovejoy, Clegg, Griffiths, Sibley, Horn, Beach, Lucas, 
Cutchie, Bowers, and won by Messrs. Ross, Cutchie, Eden, Lucas, 
Vincent, Horn, and Lovejoy, were then distributed. In no case did 
the prizes consist of money, nor were they given for anything but 
specimen fish, unless the bottle of cough-mixture given by Mr. 
Jeffery, for the member who caught the biggest cold, and awarded by 
acclamation to Mr, Vincent, can be considered such. Among the 
other toasts proposed were the ‘‘ Prize Winners,” coupled with the 
names of Messts. Ross, Cutchie, and Eden, Mr. Eden making a suit- 
able reply. 

A capital prize-list was then made up for the coming season. 


Mr. Vincent then proposed the health of Mr. Bonvoisin, and said ~ 


that although most of the members might not be acquainted with him, 
they had read his writings inthe FISHING GAZETTE. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Bonvoisin, in response, expressed his pleasure at the success 
already achieved by this society, and spoke of the advantages and 
benefits derived from such societies as these, not only in promoting a 
proper system of fishing, but in the association of the members. He 
took occasion to refer to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, asking for 
support, and assuring the members of the proper application of its 
funds. 


last dinner for donations to the Benevolent Society, and it was found 
to contain £1-15s., which 
society. 

Mr. Lucas next proposed ‘‘ The Officers of the Society,” speaking 
in the highest possible terms of Mr. Vincent (the hon. secretary), Mr. 
Horn (the chairman of committee), and Mr. Lovejoy (the hon. keeper 
of the society’s water), Night and day had this last gentleman looked 
after the stretch of water under his care ; more than once had he seen 


The Chairman then opened a box which had been kept since the 


was handed to Mr. Bonvoisin for the — 


him tackle single-handed and follow up knots of persons trespassing — 


or hanging about with evidently no goodintentions. It was impossible 
to over-estimate the value of such services to the society. 

Mr. Vincent, in responding, said that since the first meeting of the 
society, in March last year, there had been no less than fifty members 
proposed and elected. Although they did not all take an active part, 


they had elected a thoroughly efficient committee, to whom the success 


was due. They had endeavoured to prevent improper fishing, and 
the funds had been used strictly for the benefit of the society. They 
had rented the only piece of water open to the public within miles of 


Watford, and it must be said that the fish taken were worth preserv- _ 


ing. This was the first of the fence months since the society had been 
established, and he hoped the society would spare no pains nor 
expense to prosecute persons fishing while the fish were spawning, 
Mr. Vincent concluded by informing the members of an offer of water 
for fishing. 

Messrs, Horn and Lovejoy haying made suitable replies, the health 
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of the chairman and vice-chairman (who shortly after retired) was 
enthusiastically drunk, a similar compliment being paid to the host, 
Mr. Griffith. ‘ 

Messrs. Bonvoisin and Boydell taking the chair and vice-chair 
respectively, harmony became the order of the evening. Some excel- 
lent songs and recitations followed each o he: in rapid succession, 
the celebration of a most successful anniversary being brought toa 
close in right orthodox fashion with a verse of ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne.” 


L. By 








THE PLEASURES OF ANGLING. 


By R. B. MARSTON. 


WE anglers often meet people who affect to laugh at the sport, but 
we care as little about such carping individuals as we do about the 
gnats which hover over the ‘river on summer evenings—in fact, less, 
for the gnats can sting, whereas your carper’s witticism haf often no 
point. Jam not going to give a history of the antiquity of angling ; 
suffice it to say, that the Patriarch Job refers to it in a negative kind 
of way when he told some greenhorn that he must not expect to catch 
leviathan with a hook. Evidently Job was an angler, and it is from 
-him we get that stock of patience which anglers are all supposed to 
possess in an eminent degree. Patience is only another name for 
perseverance. Sir William Wallace and Lord Nelson can hardly be 
called ‘“‘patient ’ men, and yet they were both most enthusiastic 
anglers. 

There is a good story told about Wallace. He was amusing himself 
one Gay by fishing for trout, when some of Lord Percy’s soldiers came 
along, and commanded him to give up his fish, He offered to let 
them have some, but they demanded all, and one of them drew his 
sword. Wallace was too quick for him, and gave him such a blow 
on the cheek as made him drop his sword, which Wallace seized, and 
slew his assailant. Four others then set on him; he killed two, and 
the others ran away, and told Lord Percy how grievously they had 
been treated, hoping he would avenge them. Percy asked how many 
men had attacked.them, and on their replying, ‘‘We saw but one, 
who has discomfited us all,” he laughed, and told them it served them 








right if they had let one man put them to confusicn. Nelson was so 
fond of fly-fishing that after losing his right arm he practised with his 
left. It is indeed wonderful what a fascination angling has for those 
who have once become attached to it; doubtless one cause of this is 
the fact that the angler finds the pursuit of his sport leads him into 
the country and away from the noise and monotony of life in town. 
The finest scenery is nearly always to be found in the vicinity of rivers 
and lakes; and, as a rule the wilder and more romantic the country 
the better the fishing. : 

For my part, I know no more jolly way of spending a holiday than 
going with some angling chum to fish the Border steams, or the Welsh 
rivers, or the moor streams of Dartmoor or EXmoor; or the lovely 
Dove and Derwent in the rocky ‘‘ Peak” district, orto any other part 
of our lovely country where trout or grayling are to be found. People 
who go year after year to the Contireat ia search of *‘ the beautiful in 
Nature,” asa rule know little of the beauty to be found in their own 
country; and for my part I infinitely prefer catching English trout in 
an English county, and living at a clean English country inn, togoing 
amongst strangers, For real hard work with plenty of excitemen’, [ 
know nothing to equal a day’s fly-fishing for trout in some rapid, 
rocky stream ; you bave perhaps to get through some twelve or fifteen 
miles of walking in the day, several miles of it being over the rough 
bottom ofthe river, over boulders and rocks, with a strong stream 
iushing against your legs as you wade along, casting your fly over all 
the likely spots. 

The scenery varies with every bend of the river. And what an 
appetite this work gives one, when lunch time comes, and youani 
your friend select some shady spot,and rest and refresh the inner man. 
Then, in the evening, those chats over the day’s adventures; that 
comparing of notes as to flies; the history of how that monster 
smashed you ; and the soothing pipe in the cosy sitting-room of your 
inn—these things, as quaint old Izaak Walton says,‘‘ are too good for 
any but anglers and honest men.” 

But though of all fishing I like fly-fishing best, when that is not 
to be had I can thoroughly enjoy the next best kind of fishing 
obtainable. 

One of the beauties of angling is its extreme uncertainty. If you 
could always catch a good basket of fish, you would soon get tried of 
it. The grand secret of success is to fish with fine tackle and to keep 
out of sight of the fish. 








NOW READY. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE HANDBOOK 


O:D DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
SARSAPARILLA. 


The 
Grand 


THE LIGHTEST ROD IN USE. WEIGHT, j 02. eet In Bottles of all Chemists, 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBO RIVERS AND BROADS 
ROACH ROD. am Spring | At 2s. 6d. 4s.6d, 7s. 6d, & 1s, 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carriage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘* Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. We can re- 
c.mmend it as being all it prétends to be,’?—FisHinc 
GazeTre. 

1 yard gut cast 1s. 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 3s. 9d. per 100 ; 2s. 
per 50, and 6d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100, 

P.8.—If fishermen would send for the Roach Rod in Winter 
or tow I have a few ready, could send them at once. 


oe 


Hy. BOOTH, 


With a Splendidly Coloured Map or the Rivers 
and Broads. 


In Paper Boards, 1s. 6d. 


JARROLD and SONS, 3, Paternoster Buildings, 
London, and Norwich. 


Derror— 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. | Medicine. |131, FLEET STREET,E.C. 


By G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, 
Author of “* The Swan and Her Crew.” 





(a tae COLDS, ASTHMA, 





B RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 


Cloth, 2s. 6d. ly) J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.— The extra- 


And all Booksellers. 





13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 





THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTIs, 





Fry, 40s. 
and Fry (various). 


MILLION S. FARIO OVA now ready for 
delivery, price 20s. per 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Fry, 60s. 
Loch Leven Fry, 4os. ; aud Hybrid Ova 
Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWws, 
Westgate House, Guildford. 


ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘Dr. J, 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne,’? See decision of 
Vice-Chan: ellor Sir W. Page Wood, The Times, 
July 16, 1864, Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W. C. Witkrnsoy, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: tbe benefit is very marked indeed.”’ 


Sold in hottler, 's. r4d., 2s. 9d., and 4s, 6d., by all 


1000; Fry, 40s. 
Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 





having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 
the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 


Chemists, 


8 le Manufacturer, J, T. LAVFNPORT, 33, Great 
Resseil Street, W.C. 


A best quality Nottingham Kod, brazed and winch fitted, 


price 5s. if 
A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safety 
Rings, price 6s. ; 
Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 
and Trout Rods, same price. f 
Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed, Testimonials from all parte of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 
REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and TACKLE, 
1 doz, Bottom ‘lackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hocked and 
shotted, price 28. : 
Retail dealers liberally treated with. 
Write for a Price List, free by post. 





“ Float Fisbing and Spinning in the Nottiogham Style,” by 
the “Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 


Address as above, P 





FOR SALE. 
“> and FRY of Gellaroo Trout. A speciality, Also 
Fario Fontinalis, Grayling, &c. Hatching apparatus 
provided on any scale or system. 


—_—_—— 


Address—Mawnaarn, Cray Fist ery, Foot’s Cray, Kent. 


Cannon's Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers, 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Withans 
Leather, Glue and Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng: 
land. 





TQ FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 


THE Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait 

makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 

nish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust. 
For samples and prices address — 


CHARLES COURT, 


PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 
Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, 








FREE! 


SALMON, GRILSEH, TROUT 


And other Fishing in the Celebrated 
Locks Conn and Cullen, ete. 





THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, 


Begs leave to inform his friends and gentlemen that 
he has a Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, a'so Good Boats. Terms moderate. 


Apply to 
J. CLARKE, 


Lough Conn Lodge, Cloughans, Ballina, 
Co, Mayo, Ireland. 





(Large Gillaroo Trout and Heavy Pike in the Lake.) 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously aad Skilfully Ad minisered. 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Juns, 1832. 


Dear S1r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr, Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrices.—Yours truly, JNo. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr. H, S. Park. 


H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Dean Sir,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHEUMATISM. 


suffering acutely foc weeks from this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Frevx, THompson, auctioneer. 
H. §. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding. Curative Powers of 


MAGNE1ISM, 


St, Ann’s Place, Manchester. 
I had been 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan. 20, 1880, | 


Dace Str,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne ic Appliances.—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER, 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


.§. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘‘ Excrss,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis,—Lun 
eked E chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength,—H. S. PARK, 604, 


HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHINt; IN THE NORTH AND WEST 

RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 

Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Werining, Yore, Weus~ 
ey, or o' Ler tivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lcdgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Craven), f 
which kas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 


hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAP:TAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous.’’?— 
Angler’s Diary. 
Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 

‘* The best in the West of England.”’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a p-rfect 
Fisherman’s home also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successcr to Patt Hearns), 
Practical Fishing Rod and Fly Make, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co, Mayo, Ireland, 


P.S.—24 different pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for many years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad. Guaranteed to kill on anyriver or lake, if 
suited to size of water. One trial of tzese flies s licited. 
Send for three thunder and lizhtning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep fiies. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 


VER Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ven- 
nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Mountain Air, 
Turkish, Russian, &c., Baths, ’Bus to every Train, Shel- 
tered from East Winds. Jerms, per day, from 8s. 6d.; per 
week, £2 12s. 6d.—CALLANDER Hypropatnic, Callander, 
Perthshice. 




















DULVERTON, SOMERSET.—BARLE 
: TROUT FISHING. 


PORTION of this r'ver above Dulverten, three anda 

half miles on one side and three miles on the other, is 

being preserved. Tickets, daily, 1s.; weekly, 2s. 6d.; 

yearly, 10s. ; to be obtained at the Post Office and the Lion 

and Lamb Hotels. ° 

The undersigned will be glad to furnish any information, 

Excellent accommodation at the hotels and private houses. 
The Retreat, Dulverton, G. S, JELLICog, sec. 

March, 1883, 





RINGWOOD FISHERY. 


SALMON!! SALMON!!! 


SEVEN MILES ON THE AVON. 

Daily Tickets, Five Shillings. Fishing Tickets are issued 
only from the Wurire Harr Horen upen personal 
application only. First-class accommodation for Families, 
Private, Dining and Breakfast rooms. Address— 


Tugs MANAGER, 
WHITE HART HOTEL, RINGWOOD, HANTS. 


SALMON ! 


N.B.—No Tickets are issued at or to any other Hotel for 
these waters, the right being strictly reserved for the White 
Hart Hotel. Hurdle, fisherman. 

By Order, JOHN MOURANT, Esq. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
1equisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S,.cet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 














ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

ef Prize blood, fur breeding or song, at 6s, to £3 the 

pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s, to 15s. : Goldfinches, Hull- 

inches, Siskirs, Lirnets; best wcrking Ferrets in England, 

4s. and 5s, each ; tame Kabbirs, 1s., 1s..6d., 2s., 2s. 6d, each, 

—J. E. Tuirkerr-x, Naturalist, Grapes, Hiil, Norwich. 
Established 1848 





BELGIAN PIGEONS. 

HOOTING PIGEONS, first-class birds, fresk 
impored, twice weekly: Best Blue Rocks, 
12s. 6d. ; Coloured Rocks, 11s. od. ; strong Belgian 
Blues, 11s.; English Blue Rocks, 18s.; coloured, 
14s. per dozen; genuine Homing Antwerps, any 
colour, IS§s. per dozen. Packages returnabie 
P.O.0.’s payabie Hull.—Address, C. READ, New- 

ington, Hull. 





ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each, 
Wholesale by PRicr’s PATEnt CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London. 





ANTED.—A_ Responsible Sporting 

or Hardware House as Agent to handle our 

Fishing Rods. Turned Stock, Reels, Baseball Bats, 

&c. Address—Thos, H, Cuvss, Post Mills, 
Vermont, U S. 





| Degg ae eee AQUARIUM. — This Day.—- 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’clock, p.m. 





Rest AQUARIUM.—Electric  Ex- 
hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 
run of the Electrical Ey hibition, the Charge for Admission to 
the Royal Aquarium wijl be 1WO SHILLINGS after Six 
o’clock p.m, - 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—The_ Electric 


L Exhibition.—200 Exhibitors, including Edison, Swan, 
Siemens, Jablochkoff, Henley, Werdermann, Gulcher, Pil- 
sen, Goulard and Gibbs, Andre, Dowson, Ferranti, Thomp- 
son, McEvoy and Matheson, etc, systems; also Messrs, 
Davey Paxman, Hornsby and Co,, Robey, etc.. for engines, 
The frel usedis the best Welsh smokeless steam coal, sup- 
plied by Messrs. Hardmanand Sons. NOW OPEN: 


exes AQUARIUM —This Day.— 
_ Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 
Te ie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr. 

ob White. These, the most extraordinary performing 
horsesin the wérld, are engaged at enorious expense, and 
will appear twice dafly, at 4.30and x0.30- 





g Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm', Bron- 
Market Street, Manchester. 


_ §. BIGG,. 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 
27, RUSSELL STREET 


COVENT GARDEN, 
Next door to the Albion Hotel. 








SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. 





Rods Repaired on the Premises. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MTNNOW, WORM, &c 
: BY 


THOMAS FORD, 


Price One Shilling. 


130 different Tlies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 





per ha.k. Fly List, one stamp. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 


FISHING, 


“* ] rou‘-fishing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to the poetry ot 
Stoddart, and the prose-poetry of Christopher North, But 
this pleasing, if cccasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr, 
Thomas Ford.”’”—Daily News, 

“Tt is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in additien it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods cf fishing 














for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thorcugnly worth a shilling,’—FisHinc Gazerrs. 

‘* The design of this handy book- is to give anglers an in= 
sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing, (Che instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’”’—Live Stock Journal. 

“The manua:, which seems.to contain all it is needful-to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra~ 
ternity.”—City Press. 

‘The author is a trout-4sher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner, 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
complete one in every re-pect, and he who aims at anythin 
like an intimate acquaintance wi:h the wily trout should 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr. 
Ford’s valuable treatise.’?—Louth Advertiser. 

‘‘ The book is carefully written, free trom scientific hard 
words, and furnishes full lists and descriptions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months.’’— Exeter Flying Post, 

‘‘ Invaluable in trout-angling.’’—Bell’s Lite, 

Mr, Thomas ford, of Caistor, has issued an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing, We are given 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties. Fishing 
with bo:h the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areall touched mpows and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman. The work also contains an elaborate 
list cf flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”,-—Land and Water. ‘ 

“This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal inasmalispace. We find a list of 130 trout- 
flies, many hints concerning rods and lines, and a good deal 
of entomological intormation highly important to the trout- © 
fisher,’’— Yorkshire Gazette. - 

** The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 
thusiastic trout-fisher. In addition to a list of 130 artificial 
flies with a-description of the materials uscd in dressing 
them, Mr. Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the va ious months. A large proportion of the flies are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Biadford Observer, 

“* Anglers will find this an enthu iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent. For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout- fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex~ 
perience forthe benefit of others. ‘The directions are clear 
and explicit, and wil be found of the greatest service.’’== 
Daily Chronicle, 


- 
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THAMES TROUT. FISHING. 
No, I—SPINNING. 


' THe DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WEIRS AND Open WATER. 


By J. W. WHEELDON. 


T has occurred to me that a few hints relative to the best 
known methods of fishing for the gréat Thames /ferox may 
perhaps be useful to aspiring trout-fishers on the opening of the 
season. Such as they are, they are based upon practical expe- 
rience; and, although many of my readers may know, and 
probably they do, to the full as much about the art as I can 
possibly lay claim to, there may be afew who donot; and if they 
are useful to the minority, the time occupied in jotting them 
down for instruction will have been well spent. 

In the first place, then, I propose to say something about the 
tackle to be employed, as well as making reference to certain 
baits and the process of fitting them for use. In fishing a weir, 
although the same rod may be used, and probably, in many cases, 
with an equal amount of success, to that selected for spinning 
open water from a punt, I sull prefer, personally, a somewhat 
different weapon. And for this reason: The shorter the rod, the 
nearer one has to get to the edges of the footboard or planks 
crossing the fall of the weir as well as in making the cast. Now, 
the further away that an angler can keep from such a doubtful coign 
of vantage, where a wary trout, peering up through the foam and 
fretting water below, sees every moving thing above him, the 
better for the fisherman’s ultimate chance of success. Thus, 
where a 12-foot rod is amply long enough for casting from a punt 
in open water, I would choose a 16-foot weapon, if sufficiently 
light and handy, for working aweir. Wich a short rod it is some- 
times a very difficult matter to drop the bait nicely into the black, 
oily-looking back runs which come gliding smoothly up to the 
sill of the apron, and between, perhaps, two heavy, boiling foam- 
capped masses of turbulent water. It is just here, however, upon 


sunny, trouty days, where one may see the dace come surging up. 


in a little hurrying crowd before flinging themselvés in joyous 
abandon amongst the foamy waves, and time after time only to be 
swept down the run again. It is just here, also, where a great 
trout loves to lie, head on to the stream, slowly fanning his 
glorious chocolate-spotted fins, his keen eye glittering like a 
lustrous jewel, his lithe, silvery body ready at an instant’s notice 
for a dart through the foam after a struggling dace, the latter all 
the while enjoying his tiny, futile battle with the rush of hurrying 
waters. 

Sometimes, and when a weir-head is not much disturbed, trout 
love to lie right up on the apron itself. Now, it must be patent 
to everyone that when the apron stretches out fora distance of 
8 to 10 feet beyond the line of the supporting spars or timbers of 
the weir-head, a 12-foot rod, however handy it may be ina punt, 
is not long enough to get to the black, oily back runs below the 
foaming shoot. In any event, it is not long enough, save the 
trout-fisher cares to go straight up and in full view to the edge of 
ihe rymers, and there, by partially leaning over, manages to cast 
his bait clear of the edge of the apron. But, if he does that, 
what becomes of the seven or eight-pounder which may be snug 
lying in the shallow water running over the apron itself? Well, 
I think it very likely he has moved; perhaps a little deeper down 
and for good, thinking as he goes, if he ever thinks at all, what 
on earth, or in water either for that matter, was the meaning of 
that strange vision of a respectably-dressed sort of Yahoo he 
saw but just now, with a long stick in his hand and a dead fish 
dangling at the end of athread. 

_ With a 16-foot rod a good deal of this may be entirely avoided, 
and the angler may creep along behind the cover of the paddles 
and rymers, not showing himself in the least if he be careful in 
his movements, and thus avoiding any disturbance of the fish 
lying close up to the head of the weir. Beyond that advantage— 
and it is no mean one—there is another gained. With the extra 
4 feet in length of the rod an angler gains an immense access of 
power over a hooked fish. ‘The instant a big trout is hooked, he 
tries almost invariably one of two games. His most frequent and 
deadly move is to dart instantly under the apron. If he gets 
there, it is at all times a difficult matter to dislodge him, and at 
the same time very long odds against the tackle. My own idea 
is, that in building a weir the workmen employed invariably line 
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the under-side of the apron with tenter hooks, tenpenny nails, 
and tin tacks, sinking a few anchors and drag hooks to the 
bottom so as to make all comfortable. In any event, the tackle 
is nearly sure to go, so that the safest move that can be played in 
the friendly game is, the very instant a fish is hooked, to spring 
up like a Jack-in-the-box, and getting the rod’s top over the 
apron, hold on like grim death, withal a gentle hold, and try one’s 
very best to keep the fish from going under.- Ifit is possible to 
check him in that first. move, then try to get off the footboard and 
on the banks so as to have the advantage of across pull. Three 
or four feet inthe length of the rod means a great deal of com- 
mand over a powerful fish in such a dangerous situation, and so 
also does it when a trout turns, and perhaps, having only come up 
to the weir to feed, rushes plunging headlong down a heavy run 
of water, leaping all the way he goes, in search of the quiet 
retirement of.that deep, barbel-tenanted. hole he had but lately 
left, unhooked, untrammelled, and in fancy free. 

A trout rod should be built of the very best West Indian cane, 
tough, and well-seasoned. Its balance cannot be too perfect, 
and it should always ‘“‘ feel” well in the grasp of the hand. An 
angler will readily understand what I mean by this expression, and 
asan aid tothe grip—and avery efficient one it is in wet weather— 
I have had the butt of avery favourite rod covered with leather. 
Standing, or upright rings, are also an essential, while the line 
should be of the very best eight-plait silk, well dressed, and 
pliable. A hard, wiry line is an abomination, and spoils the best 
casting in the world. So also is a very soft or sticky line, so that 
the silk should feel hard and firm to the touch, and yet be pliable. 
So long as the quality ofits strength is good the line cannot be 
too fine, and if [ could depend invariably upon casting from the 
winch in trout-spinning, I would never have a line dressed at all, 
because I am certain that dressing, unless it is very well done, and 
the material is exceedingly good and thoroughly mixed, is a very 
fruitful source of the destruction of good silk. 

But in weir-spinning it is impossible to depend altogether upon 
hard and fast lines. ‘There are certain bits of water where the 
most effective method of fishing them is by casting from a short 
coil of line heid in the palm of the left hand, and then, after the 
cast is made, working the line back, gathering it up by a quick 
side-work motion of the hand, until it is all held in its original 
position. There are other situations, where one sees, perhaps, a 
big fish feeding in an eddy, quite at the tail, say, of the two 
heaviest runs from the weir. Itis too far to cast froma coil of 
line at one’s feet ; and just fancy a coil of thirty or forty yards of 
line on the narrow footboard of a weir head with a stiff wind 
blowing. It is also too far, unless one is materially helped 
by a wind at one’s back, by reason of the light bait and tackle 
generally, to cast down from the winch itself. Well, now, how is 
one to get down to the fish at all? . That it must be done is 
certain, and this leads me -to the point as to what sort of winch 
is most suitable for trout-fishing. I say most unhesitatingly the 
centre-pin Nottingham; but it should have a double action, so 
that by moving a pin one may either have the free and swift 
revolution necessary for casting from the reel, or a movement 
hampered by a check. 

“Up again, by the Lord Harry,” says the puntsman at one’s 
elbow, ‘‘an’ he’s a-feedin like one o’clock, he is.’’? Well, with 
a Nottingham winch, getting down to that trout, far off as he may 
be, is as easy as doing a multiplication sum. Not that the latter 
process isa very simple one to me; indeed, I don’t believe I 
could do one at all, although I might, perhaps, manage the other. 
One has nothing to do but to take the check off the winch, and 
selecting the very heaviest of the two or more runs nearest to the 
place where the fish is feeding, drop the bait right into the thick 
ofit. By keeping the rod as high up as possible, and just suffi- 
cient tension on the winch to keep the line taut, the rush of the 
stream will do the rest. But never let the line slacken. Keep 
your eye on the bait as far as possible down the run, and when 
the bait is well below the place where the fish breaks, then, and 
not before, spin it smartly over the eddy. Not too swiftly, how- 
ever, and. ‘“‘tiddle” the top joint nicely and insinuatingly back 
and forth all the way it comes, so as to give a dash and springy 
leap every now and again to the little bait. It might fetch him, 
and if it does, hit him gently and then look out for storms. One 
word of advice to young anglers, and particularly to trout-fishers, 
before passing on to baits and hooks, and then I have done. It 
will apply to oldsters as well, and it is this: Never on any pre- 
tence whatever have the line in coils at your feet or the bottom of 
the punt. You never know when a trout may make a dash at 
your bait, and in the flurry of the moment I know of no more 
fruitful source of a big muddle and consequent break than a lot of 
line round bits of grass, twigs, big stones, and boots with hooks 
in lieu of eyelet-holes, Aye, I know it 7s difficult that getting 
into the knack of using the Nottingham successfully, but stick to 
it, and you are certain to win, and then you'll bless your lucky 
stars that you have read the FisHinG GAZE1TE. 
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A small volume might be written about traces, hooks, and 
baiting alone. If it were written by a practical hand I don’t 
know that the labour would be entirely thrown away. But, in the 
first place, let me say a word or two about “binding” in trout 
traces. Never have any on any consideration whatever. Ifyou 
can depend upon your own judgment in the matter of a purchase 
of gut, my advice is make them yourself. More good trout have 
been lost, I verily believe, through showy, pretty binding cover- 
ing bad knotting, than from any other given cause. A trouting 
trace should be made of the very best and roundest medium salmon 

ut. 
bit as powerful as a salmon, and in just as heavy water. Do not 
have a single flaw, white spot, or faulty place in its whole length, 
from one end to theother. As for colour, I certainly prefer a 
very pale, watery green, but have found nothing yet that dyes 
gut permanently that colour without injuring it. Next to that I 
like an equally watery"blue, easily obtainable by the use of well- 
diluted ink. The use of an alum mordant and then a dressing of 
indigo, sufficiently strong to get a green, kills the quality 
of gut beyond all question. <A trouting trace requires no-swivel 
above the lead, which, by the bye, should be of the 2e?d pattern, 
inasmuch as all the rotary motion is below it, and the lead should 
hang perfectly steady and true, acting not only as a sinker, but, if 
one may use the expression, asa sort of pilot to the bait, steering 
it to a true course. But one can hardly have too much freedom 
below it, and therefore I like five or six easy-going box-swivels, 
with well-rounded heads to the pins of each. Another hint. 
Look well to your swivel heads. Some are made properly and 
fit truly, while others have the merest rim of metal, just sufficing, 
and only just, to keep them in their place within the box,  Itis 
quite clear that a heavy strain on this thin rim may cause it to 
give, and then good-bye to your trout. Again, always keep them 
free from rust; a drop or two of the oil used for gun-locks ap- 
plied now and again throughout the season is never thrown away 
upon swivels. 

The flight should be mounted with four small, yet stoutly-made 
triangles and a lip-hook. After a good deal of consideration I 
don’t know that a better lip-hook can be used than the old- 
fashioned fellow, hanging from a single loop at the top of the 
shank. The “bite” is, of course, obtained by a turn or two of the 
gut round the shank, when the correct place for the fixture through 
the nose of the bait has been completely determined. I am aware 
that the gut chafes a good deal, but so also does it with the lip- 
hook bound upon a starling’s quill, or when it has a half turn 
round the hook, passing through a loop at the top and bottom 
of the shank. Onthe whole, I amcertain one gets a better bite 
with the old hook—a great matter in trout spinning, hence I prefer 
it to any other. 

As to baits, the best and most general is the little willow blade, 
or bleak. In very bright water, however, a medium-sized gudgeon 
is frequently more effective, while nothing beats a bleak or small 
dace in water slightly coloured—the best of all conditions for 
successful trouting. In baiting the hook, great care should be 
used in handling the bleak, on account of the scales being so 
easily rubbed off. The hands should be first dipped in water, and 
the bait held very tenderly the while. Then the bottom triangle 
is first put through the centre of the fork of the tail and its fleshy 
root, while the others should lie perfectly straight and true along 
the lateral line. A bleak, to show well, should not have any 
curve at all savethat at the tail, and should in its action come 
through the water with the regularity of a screw-propeller. As to 
artificial baits, the very best of them all, I am well assured, is the 
‘* Bell's Life spinner,’”? made by Alfred, of Moorgate Street, 
although itis quite on the cards that a very hungry trout will, 
like a lean and hungry pike, dash at a nasty, old, wobbling spoon, 
or, indeed, nearly anything. The latter, however, is the excep- 
tion, not the rule, and should never be relied upon, or the trusting 
troutist may meet with grief. I meant to say a good deal more in 
this paper, but I have reached the end or my tether, and shall 
deal more fully with my subject in a future article, when I shall 
nee something to say about that bone of contention—live« 

aiting. 








THE FIRST SALMON OF THE SEASON. 


bee since the beginning of the rod-fishing season snow had 

deen falling every other night, only to melt in the hot mid- 
day sun, and making the water a horrid green colour, from which 
no decent-minded salmon-would ever think of rising. Once or 
twice I ventured out in a ricketty old punt, which leaked about 
two inches per hour, and kept my chum and puntsman constantly 
employed with the baler when he was not engaged wrestling with 
the stone anchor, or blowing at the ends of his fingers to make 
certain that the nor’-easter had left him his full complement. 
But the only sign of success we had was one good rise. It was at 


You must remember that you may possibly hook a fish every . 





the end of the day when we saw a distant splash indicating the 
whereabouts of a fish on the move; so we hove our anchor and 
punted quickly for the place. 

‘‘Let go, Reg.; this is the place,” I shout, and the stone 
splashes in, dragging out the noisy coils of chain as the craft comes 
round with a lurch, which threatens to send us both overboard to 
keep our friend, the salmon, company. 

‘* This is too high by yards, isn’t it?” I ask, as I get a most 
elegant motion on to my gold-ribbed enticer. 

‘No. It was just opposite that bash.”’ 

“‘ What bush, you idiot ?”? I exclaim, as the whole bank is lined 
with them, looking round for my insulted pal to point out the 
place. 


a rush, and aroll of silver side, which disappears before I can 
recover to strike. 

““There, you gommy (grand old man’ny)! I told you he was 
there,” grumbles the now exulting one. ‘‘ Never mind, perhaps 
he will come again.” 

So over him again goes the work of art with undulating 
motions, which ought, asan old poaching friend of mine says, to 
raise a dead’un, Well, Idon’t know about a dead ’un, but it 
didn’t get a rise out of this live un; so, sulkily, we again haul in 
our anchor, and Acheron starts to punt up against the strong 
stream homewards, making a good beginning by getting the pole 
jammed in the rocks, letting it go, and nearly falling out after it. 
We arrive without further excitement, except seeing an old fish, 
Tean asa hurdle, and with halfthe skin off his back, lying among 
some willow roots, waiting and longing for a fresh to take him to 
the open sea for change of air anda new suit of clothes. 


ws 


Horrors! As my head is turned well the other way there comes — 


‘‘Now, then, no sulking,” says Reg., stirring him gently with | 


the punt pole—a hint he is not long in taking, dashing off at forty 
miles an hour. 

A few days after I sallied forth alone, my puntsman being 
unable to come, for a quiet try off the bank, there being anice 


breeze rippling the water ina way that often makes the king of. 


fish wallow like a-porpoise on the surface. However, I carefully 
throw over a noted salmon catch and various other favourite spots 
without moving a fish, and found it very tedious work having to 
keep on throwing in a strong breeze, sorely encumbered with my 
large landing-net. After anhour and ahalf’s hard work three 
friends hove in sight on the opposite bank, shouting for me to 
cross over, so 1 walked up to where I had moored my punt, in- 
tending to go across fora chat. Just below the punt there was a 
sharp bend in the river, where the water runs fast overa ledge into 
a deepish hole below, a favourite haunt for salmon, who, when in 
good spirits, delight to lie just above the ledge, from time to 
time throwing their silvery bodies high into the air, but rarely 
rising at afly. 

We'll just have a throw or two here, I thought, hurriedly 
getting out my line for fear of remonstrances from my friends 
opposite, who had already been informing me that they would eat 
all I caught ata meal, that I wasn’t good-looking enough, and 
other equally complimentary remarks. The first time the fly went 
out over the end of the ridge there wasa flash of silver out of the water, 
as a good fish rolled over after missing the tid-bit. Almost trem- 


bling with excitement, I put it over him again; and at the fourth — 


throw there was a strong boil.. Now one sharp twist of the wrist, 
and the heavy strain tells me I am well into him. One great 
shout of ‘‘T’ve got him” brings the now excited friends leaping 
over the rough opposite bank to see the fun. 

‘“‘ There’s a coracle in the boat-house above. 
it, one of you,’’ I cry. 

A very light coracle it is, too—-only weighing 12 ]bs.—and not 


Come across in 


blacked over, so that one can see the water bubbling and foaming 


underneath the frail laths and transparent waterproof. 


They soon appear from the boat-house—one looking like an — 


active snail with the coracle on his back, but he soon casts his 
shell, and, carefully entering it, starts to come across. Round 
and round he spins like a top, with the most ominous dips and 
jerks, which soon make him change his mind, and land again, 
letting one of the others—an older hand at the art—get in and 
come across. ee 

Have you ever been in a light coracle, in a good ripply stream, 
with a breeze blowing? But perhaps a great many people have 
never had a chance of seeing the Welsh national fishing boat, 
called a coracle or truckle, so I will describe one. An almost 
round framework of light cross laths, about 4 feet long by 33 feet 
across, over which is stretched a thin covering of felt or water- 


proof, generally daubed with a thin coat of pitch; across the — 


middle a plain piece of board fora seat, through which runs the 


strap by which it is carried on the shoulders ; and, lastly, alight 
spade-shaped paddle, which is worked in front with a screw 


motion, the whole turn-out only weighing 12 or 14]b. A very 


handy craft to fish out of down-stream with a dragging anchor 


stone, when you get in the way of using it; but let me advise you | 
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to begin on a nice shallow place, where it will not matter if you 
do get in, as one crab caught will turn you out, ora scrape ona 
rock will Jet the water in through your frail cock-boat. 

But vevenons a nos moutons—ail the time that help had been 
coming across, my salmon had been boring steadily up stream 
with occasional indignant rushes, oneof them caused by the coracle 
sailing over his head. Thus he kept on till he reached the foot 
of the next stream, where it seemed to strike him that an effort 
for freedom should be made, so bir-z-z-h goes the reel. A hitch 

now, and the tackle would snap like cotton; but no, everything 
runs like oil, and he comes out of the water as if shot from a 
cannon, beating the good gut with his strong tail until I almost 
curse him in my fear. Now he quiets down again, borirg head 
first among a frightful series of rocks, doing all he knows to rub 
the sharp steel barb from out his horny jaws. ‘Come out of 
‘that, you brute,” ejaculated the expectant netter, throwing a small 
‘stone, which has the desired effect, *making him tire out his 
little remaining strength in mad but useless rushes. At Jast he 
condescends to come within a yard or two of the bank towards 
where the net is artistically sunk for his reception; but again and 
again, seeing the wily layer of the trap, starts off, bringing more 
sarcastic remarks from the opposite shore—‘‘ You’ve forgotten 
the board to get behind,” “He does'nt like ugly people,” &c. 
All things, however, must have an end, which Salmo found out 
to his cost by having the net slipped up over his tail-end ; then 
one strong lift, and he lies gasping and kicking on the grassy slope 
amid a chorus of loud, shrill who-whoops worthy of the death of the 
stoutest fox that ever broke cover. One quiet tap on the head puts 
an end tothe struggles of the noble fish, and he is carried ina 
triumphal procession to the scales, where he pulls down 12 Ib., and 
after that makes several more appearances, boiled, pickled, in 
‘steaks, and kedcheree. VINCENS. 
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THE CULTIVATION OF THE SOLE. 


Fs Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition 

have added to their list of prizes for essays one on the 
“Cultivation of the Sole,” for which the Liverpool Fish Trade 
Association have subscribed £25. 








MR. ANDERSON’S PIGEON BILL. 


WE take some credit to ourselves for being the first to point 
out that this Bill had passed its second reading on the 
strength of assertions as to cruelty which were unfounded, so far 
as any regular pigeon-shooting is concerned. These assertions 
were made, in spite of their want of truth, so firmly and unblush- 
ingly, that they took away peopl2’s breath as it were, and the Bill 

“might actually have been hurriedly passed in the face of its being 

quite uncalled-for. The third reading (committee) was fixed for 

Monday last, but the House was counted out, and now that the 

real truth is becoming better known from day to day, we consider 

it highly improbable that the Bill will ever pass, or, if it does, 
only in a very modified form. We repeat that we detest all cruelty, 
and would go hand in hand with any movement to protect from 
such the humblest animal that lives. But to kill any of the lower 
animals instantaneously is not cruel. It is the very reverse—most 
merciful. ‘They have been created for some wise purpose, but to 
let them die of old age would be the most refined cruelty, and no 
thinking man will argue that the Creator seems to intend that 
they should so die. Such a death means lingering misery—starva- 
tion wth all its horrors. Even Mr. Anderson founds his Bill, not 
on shooting at all, but on alleged preliminary cruelties, and when 
challenged to prove these by Lord Stormont and Mr. Stuart- 

Wortley, has not even the courage to attempt a reply. 

In a long letter in Saturday’s Zimes, ‘A Gunmaker” gives the 
trade's view of the question. A man evidently of wide experience, 
he declares he never had even heard of, much less witnessed, the 
alleged cruelties, although he has visited between 200 and 300 
pigeon clubs. He challenges the Secretary of the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to publish a list of their “ pigeon” convic- 
tions. Will Mr. Colam be as discreetly si!ent as Mr. Anderson ? 
| We believe that a ‘ A Gunmaker’s”’ letter has given the Bil! its 
death-blow, either entirely, or at least as it now stands. It isa 
remarkable feature in this matter that the calm arguments have all 
come from the side that might, primd fucie, be rather expected to 
have much of that impulsiveness attributed to sportsmen. ‘The 
sentimentalists have heaped untruth upon untruth. The whole 
movement began in error, and this for a time widened and 
widened, each new supporter of the Bill apparently trying to outdo 
his predecessors, and this necessarily so from the absence of a 
basis of facts, Facts being wanted, sentiment had to be inten= 
sified, finally up to a point (see Animal World) of absurdity beyond 
telling. 




























THE CAMBRIDGE AND ELY ANGLING SOCIETY, 





THE annual supperin connection with this society was held at the 
Lion Hotel on Monday, March 19, The supper was exceedingly well 
served and reflected great credit upon Mr. A. H. Moyes, Dr. J. W. 
Cooper, president of the society, occupied the chair, and was’ sup- 
ported amongst others by the Mayor, Dr. Perkins, Mr. W. Cockerell, 
Mr, Lucas, and Mr. R. Ellis. Messrs, Purchas and Allen occupied 
the vice-chairs, 

After the usual loyal toasts had been proposed from the chair, 

Mr. W. Cockerell said, with the permission of the chairman, he 
should venture to make aslight alteration in the toast list, and he 
would give his reason for doing so. As printed, the toast was, ‘‘ The 
University and Town of Cambridge,’’ and coupled with the toast were 
the names of the Vice-Chancellorand the Mayor. The Vice-Chancellor’s 
presence had been expected, but owing to a bad cold he was not able 
to be present, and, therefore, as he was absent, it would be bad taste to 
give him precedence over the Mayor. This question of precedence was 
one over which he (Mr. Cockerel!) had been puzzling himself for some 
time, and it was beyond his comprehension to understand why the Vice- 
Chancellor should come before the Mayor. He should have thought 
that the Mayor, as representing the Sovereign, ought to be the first 
person in the borough, but under the Municipal Corporations Act, the 
precedence seemed to be given to the Vice-Chancellor, He would 
not dwell upon this point, however, as it was one upon which they 
might agree to differ. Jf the Vice-Chancellor had been present his 
name would have been placed in the forefront, but as he was absent 
he (Mr. Cockere}l) would couple the toast with the name of the Mayor. 
It would be seen that they put the University and the Town into one 
toast, and he hoped that the amity between the two would continue and 
increase. In wishing prosperity to the Town and University he also 
wished prosperity to all present. He coupled the toast with the 
names of the Mayor and Dr. Perkins. (Cheers. ) 

The Mayor said, with due submission to the proposer, he thought 
it was a very happy combination that.the Town and University should 
have been coupled in one toast, for they were all interested in both. 
There was one question before the town at present which very much 
affected the University, and he was sure that if the Vice-Chancellor 
had been able to be present he would have shown his desire to com- 
bine with the town in everything that affected its welfare. So far 
as the town was concerned, he was happy to say that it was ina 
satisfactory state, in one respect especially so, for he was constantly 
receiving intimations from the police that there was nothing for the 
Bench to do, (Hear, hear.) He was delighted to meet them that 
evening, as he was very glad on all occasions to associate himself 
with his fellow-townsmen. (Hear, hear.) So long as he held his 
present office he always trusted to retain the feeiing, and he thanked 
them all very much for coupling his name with the toast, (Cheers. ) 

Dr, Perkins said he felt it a great honour to have his name coupled 
wih that toast. As they all knew perfectly well, he had been asso- 
ciated with the University of Cambridge for more than’a quarter of a 
century, and during that period it had been his lot to witness many 


‘changes. The good old times had died out, and the old race of genial 


undergraduates had gone by. The undergraduates had now got to 
be a scraping lot. (Laughter.) He was told that the few who still 
went into the combination room drank tea and coffee instead of good 
old port. (Laughter.) He did not wish to be misunderstood, but he 
would say this, that the old race of genial good fellows were men who 
took positions in the world, which the present men never could take. 
(Cheers.) The chief object in life of the present men was to walk on 
Trumpington Road, or to be ona syndicate. (Laughter.) He was 
speaking the real truth, and he was certain that the great object which 
these men had in view was an object which was doing the greatest 
possible harm to the University, The tendency of recent legislation 
had been to turn the University into a machine for the manufacture of 
more teachers and professors than there were men to teach, and another 
effect would be that the kind of men they wanted, the men who used 
to spend their money in the town, would be driven away, (Hear, hear.) 
These men would receive their education in local universities attached to 
the town to which they happened to belong, aud the only connection 
that Cambridge would have with them would be that it would send 
men to teach them, (Hear, hear.) The present undergraduates 
simply came up to get the pickings of the University, and this being 
so, he was not surprised that they could not beat Oxford at boat- 
racing, though he was glad to know that they could still hold their 
own in the cricket field. What Cambridge wanted were the sons of 
the gentry and nobility of England—(cheers)—but these men were 
being driven away, and the town would lose money by the scraping 
people who now came up. (Cheers.) Asa fine old crusted Tory, he 
regretted the old days, and said the present race of undergraduates 
were lowering rather than raising the University both in respect to 
the scholars and to the gentlemen whom it sent out. (Loud cheers.) 
After an interval, Dr. Perkins again rose and said he had now to 
propose the toast of the evening, ‘‘The Cambridge and Ely Angling 
Society.” (Cheers.) Fishing was not a sport which he knew any- 
thing about, but he supposed the toast had been placed in his hands 
because he was connected with other kinds of sport. Although 
fishing did not entail those risks upon its votaries which attached to 
other sports, yet he thought there must be something very seductive 
in the calm and placid pursuit of angling. He only wished that the 
Cam afforded greater facilities for the sport than it did. He could 
well imagine that there were few grander things in the world than 
fishing in the rapid rivers of Norway or Scotland, but that, of course, 
was not the kind of sport they met with in the Cam. He had great 
pleasure in proposing this toast, because he knew there were many 
people in Cambridge who had no opportunity of joining in the greater 
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sports, and to whom angling must afford the keenest pleasure, and 
who learnt from it the valuaple quality of patience. He had also 
great pleasure in proposing ‘he toast, because a very great number 
ofthe devotees of angling were friends of his who had met him in 
other fields. He asked them to drink every success to the Cambridge 
and Ely Angling Society, and he asked them to couple with the toast 
the name of the president, Dr. Cooper. (Loud cheers.) 

Dr. Cooper, in responding, said he thanked them very much for the 
cordial way in which they had received his name in connection with 
that toast. That was his first appearance in the capacity of President 
of the Society; and as some people might wonder somewhat how he 
came to occupy that position, he would at ihe outset explain how it 
came about. When to their great regret last year the Vice-Chancellor 
resigned the Presidency, it was offered to Mr. R. Ellis—(cheers)—but 
he, with his usual modesty, declined the offer, and the Society then 
had to find the next mst modest man—(laughter)-—and they offred 
the Presidency to him (Dr. Cooper). (Laughter.) It was a matter for 
regret that so few members were present that evening, but he thought 
when they had heard what a pleasant evening had been spent, 
absentees would discover that the loss was their own, He wasafraid 
that the day they had fixed upon was not suitable to some people, 
and he had heard that several members had been unable to come 
because the dinner was held in Passion week. He was sorry that 
anyone should haye been prevented from coming for that reason, but 
it was impossible to fix a day that would suit everybody. He had 
received letters from Mr. Fowler, member for the borough, and 
Mr. Hicks, member for the county, expressing regret at not being 
able to attend, and he was also sorry to say that the Vice-Chancellor, 
his predecessor, was not present. He had, however, sent this letter :— 
“‘ My dear Mr. Cooper,—I am suffering from a bad cold, caught at 
the boat-race, and feel that it would be unwise for me to go out to- 
night. Otherwise it would have been a great pleasure to me to be 
present at the supper of the Cambridge Angling Society, under your 
presidency.—Yours very faithfully, JAMES PORTER.” He (Dr. Cooper) 
had also received similar excuses from D-. Moxon, and Mr. Archer, 
of Ely. Although they must regret the absence of these gentlemen, 
and also the smallness of the gathering, yet he was pleased to be able 
to say that the Society itself was ina flourishing state. (Hear, hear.) 
The Society was established in 1878, and he thought he was right in 
saying that one of its original founders was then in the room, for 
their secretary was one of the first who started the idea. (Hear, 
hear.) The idea itself was not a novel one, for there had previously 
existed similar societies in the town. He took it that a great im- 
petus was given to angling when an Act of Parliament was passed 
some few years ago for the preservation of coarse fish. In the old 
days angling was almost impossible, by reason of there being no law 
regulating the close season, and it was useless trying to fish, This 
had been altered, however, and they were now in a much better 
position. ‘the persons who started that Society did so in a very 
small way. They held a small portion of the river and the South 
Level Cut, but’ at the present time possessed twenty miles of good 
fishable water. (Hear, hear.) The past season had been a most 
unfortunate one in consequence of the unfavourable weather. During 


all his experience he never remembered a worse season, for sport had , 


been almost impossible. Except a few days in September, he did 
not think there had been a single week in which they could fish with 
any prospect of success. This might account in some measure for a 
small decrease in the numbers of members of the Society. But he 
was happy to say that although numerically they might be weaker, 
yet financially they were ir a far better position. (Cheers.) Some 
little irritation was caused Jast year, because it was decided to make 
certain alterations in the subscriptions payable by the members, but 
he thought that had now passed away. Considering that member- 
ship of that Soc ety not only gave the privilege of fishing in strictly 
preserved water, but that in consequence of the liberality of the railway 
companies, members were enabled to go long distances by rail and 
back again for single fares, he certainly thought 1t was not unreason- 
able to ask members for a maximum subscription of more than 2s. 6d. 
per annum, for any memberwho went a couple of journeys would save 
that sum. Considering these privileges they decided to ask members 
for a minimum subscription of 5s., and he was happy to say that the 
appeal had been almost unanimously responded to, (Hear, hear.) The 
small falling off that had occurred he attributed to the wretched 
weather, and not to the alteration of the rules. When the subscrip- 
tions were raised the committee undertook to provide a keeper. 
That undertaking had been fulfilled, and members had now the 
advantage of having their waters carefully looked after. This, of 
course, entailed great expense, but the committee thought the result 
would compensate for the outlay, and as soon asthey had a good 
season the members would think so too. Another point he wished to 
refer to was that at the Jast annual meeting Mr. Marston, the Editor 
of the FISHING GAZETTE, offered certain prizes for members of the 
Society. In consequence of the bad season he did not think anyone 
had taken a fish of such a size that he dare compete for the prize. 
They usually had an angling competition and trolling match, but this 
year they had not been able to have either. But he hoped better times 
were coming. That society gave opportunities to men who were con- 
fined in shops and other places to have a day’s enjoyment of the river- 
side, and he hoped in the coming season this opportunity would be 
more largely taken advantage of. Thesport of angling had in recent 
years come into more general vogue, and he attributed this to Mr, 
Mundella’s Fisheries Act, and also to the interest now taken in the 
cultivation of a great article of food. Having once more thanked the 
members, he concluded by expressing the hope that the society would 
prosper, and that they would all have plenty of good sport and 
amusement. 

Amongst the remaining toasts were ‘*The Committee and Hon, 


Secretaries,” proposed by Mr. Macintosh, and responded to by Mr. 

R. Ellis, Mr. W. Purchas, and Mr. A, C. Allen; ‘‘ The Visitors,’ 

propesed,yby Mr. E. M. Jones, and responded to by Mr. I-ucas; and 

ae proposed by Mr. F. Pig;rott, and responded to by Mr. 
yball. 


After the conclusion of the toast list, Mr. R. Ellis, of Cambridge, a — 


well-knowr angler and one of the founders of the Society, gave some 
interesting reminiscences of his piscatorial experiences, and his 
opinion that the last season was the worst ever experienced by anglers. 
Several gentlemen enlivened the evening with some capital songs, and 


the company did not break up until past midnight, a most enjoyable 


evening having been spent. We believe that at the opening of the 


season in June there will be a supper at Ely.—Camzbridge Chronicle. 





LARKHALL ANGLING SOCIETY. 


THE ninth anniversary dinner of this popular and properous society 
took place, as usual, at Mouflet’s Hotel, Newgate Street, on Tuesday 
evening last, on which occasion the energetic president of the club, 
Mr. G. F. Spencer, occupied the chair. Since the accession of Mr. 
Spencer to the presidency of the society, and Mr, E. M. Mallett to the 
post of honorary secretary, the club has been raised to a very eminent 
and important position, and was one of the first to introduce the 
smoking-concerts, in which it has become highly distinguished on 
account of the array of first-rate musical talent that appears on each 
occasion. On account of the Thames being so continually flooded 
last season, the gross-weight of fish has not been nearly so much as 
the previous year, but in no other respect has the society exhibited 
the least sign of declension—on the coutrary, it numbers seventy-eight 
good members, and the financial statement exhibits a balance in hand 
o' £30. The society’s Challenge Cup, of the value of ten guineas, 
has been won again this year by Mr. G. Watkins with 44 1b. 12 oz. of 
barbel, and now becomes his own property, as it is given for the 
heaviest weight of fish caught in one day, jack being excluded. 


The chairman on Tuesday evening last was supported by a goodly - 


attendance of members and visitors, and amongst those present were 
Messrs. Philip Geen, Mr. H, Brougham, B. Boyce, C, 
Dangerfield, F. Boyce, W. Spencer, E. M. Mallett, S. Renant, J. 
Caplin, W. Creak, W. W. Westley, J..H. Deane, H. Kite, E. Nixon, 
J. English, H. J. Levett, James, Halle, W. Bishop, Lockwood, 
Harradine, W. Bishop, &c. ‘The dinner, served up from a tho1ough 
English menu, was ofa highly appreciable character, and under the 
personal superintendence of Mr. B. Boyce, proprietor of the hostelry 
and vice-president of the Larkhall Angling Society, whose caterine 
is always looked forward to with the greatest pleasure. - 

At the conclusion of this excellent dinner, Mr, P. Geen was com- 
pelled to leave, in order to read his paper on ‘‘ Angling Clubs” before 
the members of the Good Intent Angling Society. In proposing 
‘The Queen and the Royal Family,” Mr. Spencer remarked that-the 
anglers were not wanting in the possession of claims of loyalty to the 
Queen, who was always ready to express her sympatiy for the lowest 
of her subjects. The toast was loyally responded to, the National 
Anthem being sung in a hearty manner, the solo parts most ably 
rendered by Mr. J. Lovett. ‘Then followed the toast of the evening, 
** Suecess to the Larkhall Angling Society.” 

The chairman observed this was the third time of his presiding over 
their anniversary dinners, and, without any egotism, he could s’ate 
the society, which at one time had got to a very low ebb, had each year 
increased in prosperity and position. There had been considerable 
marks of improvements. The attendance at -their weekly meetings 
was always good, and having now safely weathered the storm, the 
members would rejoice with him in the substantial character of the 
club. They were extremely fortunate in possessing such an able and 
zealous*honorary secretary as their good friend, Mr. E. M. Mallett, 
whose thoughts were always centred in his work, and who was fully 
entitled to their warmest appreciation. The toast was drunk with 
great enthusiasm, and on rising to reply, Mr, Mallett was loudly 
applauded, After referring to the satisfactory position of the socicty, 
he heartily thanked those present for their ev.dence of approval, and 
said what he had done for the good of the club he had done to the 
best of his ability, and that he should continue to do the same in the 
future. The next toast was, ‘“‘Success to the Thames Angiing Pre- 
servation Society,’’ and on rising to propose it the chairman said that 
as Mr. Geen had been compelled to leave early in the evening, and 
who was put down.to respond to the following toast, ‘“‘ Success to the 
West Central Association,” he would best consult their feelings, as 
there was so much musical talent present, to unite the two toasts to- 


gether, and call upou their old and valued friend, Mr. W. H, Brougham. ; 


to respond. After some complimentary remarks in connection with 
each, the unitedtoast was drunk with great heartiness.. Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, who met with a hearty reception, facetiously referred to 
his position of having to adopt the responsibility of a twin toast,*and 
then first of all noticed the work of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society in regard to the netting of reservoirs, whereby over five tons 
weight of fish had been turned into the Lower Thames, and in respect 
to the new by-laws which, with regard to the roach and dace, were 
giving them great anxiety ; but he hoped the efforts that were 
being made to prevent an indiscriminate slaughter of those fish 
would be successful. Mr. Brougham then referred to the West 
Central Association and the immense value it had been to the angling 
clubs, first of all, in the railway concessions, and then in all matters 
of interest to the anglers of London. The only other toast was, *‘ The 
Visitors,” which was replied to by Mr. W. Robinson. It would be 


impossible to give a complete description of the musical performances — 


J. Morris, E.* 
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on this occasion, which were in reality the great attraction of the 
evoning. - Mr. Jarnes Hallé, formerly of the Westminster Aquarium, 
presided with his accustomed ability at the pianoforte, and in the 
opening march, which he played with great spirit and exquisitiveness 
ot touch, he was highly applauded. During the evening, from an ex- 
tensive programme, Mr. John Lovett, who is a great and deserved 
favourite, <ang ‘Love Knots” and ‘‘ A Sailor and his Lass,” and in two 
duets with Mr. L. Harradine, of ‘* Albion” and ‘‘ Flow Gently, Deva,” 
in each of which encores were loudly demanded, but the chairman, 
jn most of them, had to ask the forbearance of the audience. Mr. 
Lockwood Harradine, who possesses a sweet, powerful voice, sang 
with great taste “Twice Ten Thousand Imps” and ‘‘ Torreador,” and 
so loudly was the latter encored that it had to be repeated. Mr. 
Gordon Lawrie, in beth of his songs; ‘‘Oh, Where’s my Girl?” from 
“Rip Van Winkle,” and *‘ Do Not Spoil Your Children,” was obliged to 
appearasecond time. Mr. Arthur Creak sang with good taste andin 
excellent voice the good old song of ‘ Polly.”’ The comic songs by 
Mr. W. Bishop of *‘ Rip, Chip, Chip, Mary’’ and “‘I’m not Asleep” 
were capitally givenand warmly redemanded. The great charm of 
the evening was the magnificent recitation of Mr. Harold J, Levett: 
his graceful and masterly elocution, and his powers of voice and ex- 
pression, could not possibly be surpassed; he was listened to with 
marked attention, and at the finish the applause was long and loud, 
and did not subside until the chairman gave a promise that Mr. 
Levett would appear again. Altogether, under the able presidency of 
Mr. G. F. Spencer, the arrangements were admirably carried out. 
The few toasts were interspersed with three or four songs each, and 
the spirit of the evening was kept up with urflagging interest. There 
was only one regret—that the long night appeared very much too 
short, and an adjournment to the following evening would have been 
willingly accepted. B 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


By-L.. B. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY.—A special meeting of this com- 
mittee was held on Friday at the Foresters’ Hall, Clerkenwell, under 
the presidency of Mr. S. Morgan. Two applications were made, but 
one not being represented the matter was not gone into. Inthe other 
case £5 was unanimously voted, it being a serious case. It was sug- 
gested by Mr, Bates, and met with general approval, that an anglers’ 
tournament should take place at the Welsh Harp, or, failing that, 
some other suitable rendezvous, as early in June as possible, or any- 
way, so that it would come in the fence months. As the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition will be opened then, it is thought 
likely that some of our American and other friends would like to join 
in friendly rivalry. It was left to the secretary to report progress, 
and the usual vote of thanks was accorded the chairman. 

The Gresham Angling Society’s conversazione on Tuesday, April 3, 
proved a grand success; Mr. Charles Bates presided. A capital pro-. 
gramme of yocal and instrumental music was got through, the meet- 
ing being graced by the presence of a number of ladies. 

The fifth annual dinner of the Cambridge Friendly Angling Society 
takes place at the Rent Day, Cambridge Street, Edgware Road, on 
Wednesday evening, April 18, and a good muster of members and 
friends is expected. 

The annual meeting of the West Central Association of London 
and Provincial Angling Societies will be held on Friday evening, 
Arril 20, at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street. 
Business to commence at nine o’clock sharp. The president, Mr. 
P. Geen, in the chair. _" 

As besides the election of officers and committees for the coming 
twelve months, other matters of importance will be brought fotward, 
it is earnestly requested that all societies will be represented. 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee was held at the Bald-Faced Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, 
on Monday evening, April 2, Mr. S. Morgan inthe chair. After the 
reading and confirming of minutes of previous meeting, the secretary, 
Mr. R. Ghurney, announced that the Great Eastern Railway Com- 
pany had consented to the issuing of anglers’ club tickets from Clap- 
ton and Tottenham (as from Hackney Downs), which will prove a 
great boon to several hundred anglers residing in the neighbourhood 
of those stations. 

The sum of £10 10s., recently voted to the funds of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, was then handed to Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, who, after returning thanks, gave a brief 7észmé of the 
work done during the past year by his committee, dwelling at some 
length upon the new proposed by-laws, and bringing a very good 
speech to a most happy conclusion by a witty reference to the dona- 
tion just received, and trusting for ‘‘ many happy returns of the day,” 
a remark which called forth much laughter. 

After some remarks from Mr. Manning upon the necessity for 


stocking the Lea with good-sized fish, ending with a notice of motion 


tothe effect that at the next meeting he would ask the delegates to 
express an opinion as to whether such stocking was necessary, and if 
so, whether the suggestion should not be made to the Fisheries 
Society that the work be undertaken by them. A unanimous vote of 
thanks was passed to the Gresham Angling Society for their great 
kindness in allowing their water (the Smaller Lea at Waltham) to be 
netted for the procuring of stock fish. for the hatching-boxes at 
Ponder’s End. : 

Some routine business was then transacted, and the roll called by 
the secretary, the following societies being represented :—Eustonians, 
Canonbury, Phoenix, Izaak Walton, Cavendish, Social Brothers, West 

| Ham, Hearts of Oak, Hoxton Brothers, Burdett, Amicable Brothers, 


Alliance, Little Independent, Stepney, Great Northern Brothers, 
Original Alexandra, Edmonton and Tottenham, Dalston, and Acme. 
Messrs. Bonvoisin, Field, and Starr, from the West Central Associa- 
tion of London and Provincial Angling Societies, and the Lea bailiffs, 
by Messrs. High, Baylee, Clark, Stevens, Scott, and Field. The 
usual vote of thanks to the chairman bringing the meeting to a ter- 
mination. 

There was a crowded meeting at the Good Intent Angling Society’s 
room, Crown Inn, Church Street, Shoreditch, on Monday evening, 
Afrilznd, to hear the reading of Mr. Geen’s paper on the “‘ Better 
Organisation of the London Anglers.’’ The chair was ably filled by 
Mr. Manning; among those present being Messrs. Tib atts, 
Coursha, Beckett, Murphy, Smith, Bonvoisin, Hoole, High, Beck, 
Welstead, Castell, &c. 

Needless to say, Mr. Geen’s paper (a céndensed report of which 
appeared in last week's FISHING GAZETTE) was listened to most 
attentively, the only irterruptions (if such they can be called) being 
distinct expressions of approval as some more than usually telling 
point was made by the reader. Among the speakers that followed 
were Mr. Manning, who thought the long and exhaustive paper they 
had just heard read, entailing, as it did, much thought and labour in 
compiling, was well worthy of their serious consideration. Without 
pledg ng himself to any definite course of action, he might say he was 
broadly in favour of the great principle it advocated. He intended to 
think it well over, so as to be able to give an opinion when called 
upon, as they no doubt would shortly be at a proposed conference. 

Mr. Beckett, without going into details or wading through the mass 
of figures by which Mr, Geen had arrived at his deductions, most 
heartily approved of the main consideration—viz., one Central Asso- 
ciation instead of several—indeed, it was a mere matter of common 
sense. There was one point, however, he would like to touch upon, 
lest it should be misunderstood. The Anglers’ Benevolent Society, it 
had been stated, had spent between £30 and £40, but it must not be 
forgotten that much of this expenditure had been profitable raffles of 
paintings, &c.. where an expenditure of £2 had perhaps brought in 
47 or £8; adding, in conclusion: ‘‘ Gentlemen, so sure as we sit in 
this room, we must one day have ONE institution; but, before that 
can be, we shall have to reconcile conflicting interests, get leaders and 
others to make sacrifices, and all of-us to s’nk personal considera- 
tions. I would recommend those present to make converts anong 
their brother anglers to the principle of this paper, so that, wnen the 
large meeting spoken of is called, we shall arrive at such a unanimous 
consonance of cpinion as must carry this grand scheme to the fruition 
it deserves.” (Cheers.) 

Mr. Chas. Smith said he heartily agreed in the main with the 
principle of the paper, and he would do all in his power to further 
it ; he wished, however, to point out that there were those who had 
served angling interests well and faithfully for many years, and in one 
case he instanced for the best part of a lifetime—did the proposed 
scheme provide for what he might call vested interest of this kind ? 
suggesting, in conclusion, the printing of Mr. Geen’s paper. 

Mr. Hoole heartily approved of the scheme and what the various 
speakers had said. Speaking for himself, and indeed for all the 
officers of the West Central Association, he might confidently say 
they were prepared to go out of office to-morrow without the smallest 
compensation. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Murphy, who was heartily cheered, begged to endorse every 
word that had been spoken, and pledged himself to do all in his 
power to further the scheme. 

After a few words from Messrs. Bonvoisin, Tibbatts, and Sims, two 
resolutions similar to those reported last week were read and unani- 
mously carried. 

Mr. Geen, in replying to remarks made by the various speakers, 
assured Mr. Smith that the life-long services rendered by certain 
gentlemen to the angling cause would not be lost sight 0°, but care- 
fully considered ; indeed, if these gentlemen were the best men thit 
could be found, by all means offer them leading and important posi- 
tions in the new proposed Association. 

A most hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Geen for reading the paper, 
also to Mr. Manning for presiding, brought the meeting to a close. 

Re Prize-fishing.—I had intended to have replied to ‘* Ravens- 
bourne” this week, but fear I have already exceeded the space at my 
disposal. I may, however, state that we hope shortly to have a paper 
read, under the auspices of the North-Western District Alliance— 
subject: ‘‘ London Angling Clubs; their Past, Present, and Future” 
—and that the prize system will form no inconsiderable part of the 
subject. I hope friend ‘‘R.” and other gentlemen will be present 
and express their views, which I feel sure will be fairly listened to and 
carefully considered ; while they, on the other hand, may be brought 
to admit that there is more good in angling clubs and club men than 
from their evidently limited opportunities of judging for themselves 
they had been led to believe. 








WANDLE TROUT. 


IN case any of our readers should at the present time be in want of 
fry of the celebrated Wandle trout, they can obtain them from the hon, 
secretary of the Wandle Fishing Association, The Cottage, Mitcham, 
Surrey. The Wandle fish cut pink, fight well, and grow to any size 
almost. We one morning saw a brace taken near Mitcham which 


weighed Io lb. 





Ferns Round LONDON.—Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, and 
Co., are about to issue a newand cheaper edition of Mr. F', G. Heath’s 
little volume, ‘‘ Where to Find Ferns,” with a list of fern localities 
round London, 
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Ancholme District. 


I had grownso tired of sending unfavourab e reports, that I sent no notes 
at alllast week. Myson came home from London for his Easter Holidays, 
not merely to see his relations, but in the hope of a little bit of quiet beck-fishing, 
but all through the early part of the week the heavy snow storms and sharp 
frosts made fishing an almost utter impossibility, but on Thursday in 
last wee , having culy two days left, go he wou'd. Despite the inclemency of 
the weather, he caught Io, four co.nmon trout and six fontinalis. The former 
were very fine fish, the latter only small, as the Beck has on'y been recently 
stocked with them. Being anxious to take a dish back to town, he went again 
on Fiiday, but to another water and basketed six more. Saturday came in 
beautifully fine and withsouth wind anda touch of really spring weather. I 
therefore took down my rod and visited a Beck which I have partially stocked. 
I hooked a beauty of ¢ lb second throw. Then followed another and another, 
all very fine. They rose so freely that I felt quite merciful, and began to fish 
careless y, not wishing to kill all the fish that lay the golden eggs. [I madea 
remark to the boy that carried my landing-net that I would stop at ro, but 
having an engzgement at five o’clock, and a mile or two to walk home, 1 only 
only got nine, but they weighed 7 lb., the largest 14 lb, —THoMAs Forp. 


Camel River (Camelford). 

Fishing has lately commenced but notin earnest as yet, because of the late 
very cold weather, and at present because of the lowness of the water. Catches 
of fish have been moderate. Flies used are the blues, browns, and soldier 
palmer.—H. O. PENGELLY. 


Chichester. 


The past few days have been warm and summerlike. The small fry are seen 
on the canal by myriads, in fact more plentiful and finer tian has been known 
for years. It is not many seasons since our canal used to furnish bait for the 
Bognor and Borham fishermen for their lobster pots, the fish being netted and 
taken by cartloads. But netting now is a thing of the past, and, if anything, 
the canal is overstocked. Jiner roach have been taken this season than for 
some seasons past. Perch seem scarce, but when small boys might be seen a 
few years back with some dozens of fingerlings on a string the scarcity can well 
be accounted for. A hind friend has responded to our appeal for chub, and 
promised us a stock should the fates prove propitious. May he have plenty of 
sport and may some of our celebr.ted bream find their way to fresh quarters, 
The salt water fishing has not yet fairly commenced, but with a continuance of 


the present weather some good sport may be anticipated.—Grorcr F. 
SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon- bridge). 

On the 29th Mr, Wear and Mr. Hedley killed 421b of salmon The wind 
chanzed to the South-West, andon the 3oth the river was running from bank 
to bank with the fresh. On the 31st the wind changed to the West, and svill 
flooded. Mr. R. Barker fished in the Eddy with worm ani killed 6 brace cn 
the 1st of March. The snow almost disippeared, and the river run doin to 
its !evel. Reverend Mr. Oliver killed 17} brace with worm on the 2nd: on the 
3rd the river came down again, and there wus no sport at all On the 4th Mr. 
Hedley killed 3315: f Salmon, and I think about the 1oth there will be some 
good sport, as the hills are all black and the snow quite disappeared. A, GLags. 


Cumberlard (Holmrook). 


Now, Mr. Editor, I have been very quiet fura long time. you will al 
think that I am dead, but still I Gat the midst of you. Well, he I fea 
shall be a trouble to you up to November, still I hope to be ab ecto give your 
readers a little information of our district. Our season for trout fishing 1s at 
hand and shou'd the weather change to rain I am in great expectation of ma- 
king some good takes ct trout. Understand, I am myself rather fo 
and know every yard of our fishing district, which must be ovee 
all. We have also some good lake fishin 
season, as the weather will allow. We now only wanta little rai arm’ 
and our fishing will be good. I have already head of a nice fishing being mad 
but have not yet tried myself; but should rain come, I might to-morrow. I 
hope next week to give you a little advice as toflies and tacle. My house, ‘the 


nd of fishiag, 
: ist b Ioo miles in 
g, which is just now coming into 














Lutridge Arms, Holmrook, Carnforih, can comfortably put upa good few if due 


notice be given, and Ishall be glad to answer any further inquiry, ci her public 
or private.x—A. BLOCKLEBANK. 


Dove. 

Sport has greatly improved since last week. Trout have been rising well 
every day, and excellens dishes have been caught both on the public and 
private waters. The best killiag flies have been the March brown, the bumble, 
and the cockwing dun. The trollers have taken the largest fish in the tribu- 
taries, where the Universal and the Derby killer have been found very de- 
structive. The weather has now become very mild and spring-like, and every 
day brings us increasing numbers of rodsto ourrver. I can confidently re- 
commend a visit any time between now and the middle of June, which is the 


best part of ourseason, and when anybody who knows how to throw a fly can - 
catch plenty of fish.—SPLoDaErR. : 


Eden (Carlisle), 


After sending you last week's report, I heard that Sir Henry Clavering had 
killed three salmon during the week in the Corby water. On Thursday we had 
heavy rain with a gale of wind. Tempted by the change in the weather, Mr. 
J. B. Slater went out in the afternoon and killed a nice 10-pounder, losing 
another. On Friday and Saturday the tiver was in flood, and a few fair dishes 
oftrout were killed with worm. On Monday, Mr. E. L. Huugn killed a 141b. 
salmon, Wednesday wasa_ grand fishing day, and salm pn rose well. I have 
no doubt a lot of fish were killed, but have only heard the result of one angler’s 
work, An Irish gentleman, fishingin the C orby Cusile water, rosa 11 fish but 
only landed two. To-day (Thursday), trout rose decently for the the first time. 
Mr. Slater in acouple of hours killed a score with the fly. But theyconieshort, 
as usual when there is snow in the water.— SILVER GREY. 


Exe and Barle. 


The fish have risen fairly to the fly of late, some good days having been ex- 
perienced by ang!ers well acquainted with the rivers. The water is exceedingly 
low, so that a coarse-fisher can do nothing; finest of tackle wich careful throw- 
ing is now required to take fish. A basket of for y on Monday and fifty-two on 
Tuesday last were taken by a local sportsman with ‘badger,’ winged blue 
and gold twist or b!uedressing Hare's flax and iron blue have also been killing. 
The trout are in beautiful order. Without rain the general sport must remain 
bad.—CARNARVON ARMS. 

Exe (Tiverton). 


The river continues very low. The rain that has fallen was not enough to muke 
any rise of water, only just enough to colour it from the wash of the roads. 
There will be no good fishing until we have a day or two's rain. —WILLIAM 
MUDFORD. 

Tifracombe- 

Sea fishing: There has been very Jittle doing for the last few weeks. On 
Monday the trawlers made their first trip for the season downin the bay. ‘They 
brought up on Tuesday morning a few dozen thornback, some plaice, and 


conger. One boat fishing with ground lines caught a few tamlin, cod, and 
whiting. A fine c.\d weighing 14 1b. was caught from the jetty with hand 
lines. Weather much finer. 


This week fishermen are all busy getting their 
boats and lines realy, and their bait at low water.—E. CoMer. 


Lakes of Killarney. 

We have had a real Killarney shower since the last report. It only listed 
two Jays, which wll do a good deal of service to the fishing. Nets at Muck- 
ross had a very poor week, only 18 salmon, Glena 6 salmon, Caharnane Io 
salmcn. On Thursdiy the wind went to the south-west, and made a good 
fishing day. On the same day I got two nice salmon 24 lb.; Eugene Cournane, 
one salmon, Io Ib.; on 28th I got three salmon, 38 1b. with flies; on the 
same day Tom Ji let, one, 11 lb.; E. Cournane, one, Io 1b.; R. Robert, 
one, 12 1b.; on 30th Tom Ellet one, 12 1lb.; Eugene Cournane one 10 Ib. ; 
Frank Robert. one, 12 lb.; James Hayse, one, 121b.; Michael Glessome, one, 
13 1b.; Tim M Carthy, one, 9 lb.; 31st, Tom Ellet, one, 9 lb.; Michael 
Glessome, one, 14 1b.; Frank Robert, one 13 1b.; James Hayse, one, 10 lb. ; 
on Ist April, Tom F1 et got two nice salmon, 23 lb. ; Michael Glessome, one, 
10 1b. ; John Robert, one, 10 lb.; Michael Thornton, one 114 1b., with spoon 
bait; 2nd, James Hayse, one, 11 lb.; 3rd, Tim M’Carthy, one, 12 1b.; 
Eugene Cournane, one, 10 1b.; Lord Derby, a nice salmon of 12 1b. with ~ 
spoon bait ; 4th, James Hayse, two salmon, 23 1Ib.; Frank Robert, one, 
12 lb ; Michael Glessome, one, 10 .1b; Robin Robert, one, 11 lb.; Tim 
M Carthy, one 1o 1b. with fly. The lakes will be in good order next week, 
and hope to have a good report.—Tim M’Carruy. 


Loch Tay. 


The followin z have been got since my last report, all the fish being killed on 
t e Kenmore Hotel water: —Mr. Bradbury, Liverpsol(r) 19lb.; Mr. Graham, 
of Auldhouse, (2) 20lb., 231b.; Mr. Lamon (3) 16lb., 20lb, 22Ib.,; Mr. 
Deans, (£) 18lb.; Mr James and Mr. Thomas Lord, Rochdale(8) tglb., 171b., 
18lb., 26lb., 13!b., 18lb., 161b., 2olb.; Mr. Ridyard, Rochdale (1) 18lb ; and 
Mr Richards, London (2) 2olb., 22lb.—J. Mc G. ° 


Lune (Carnforth). 


The weather has considerably improved during the last ten days; the snow 
has almost en irely disappeared from the hills ; barometer steady, thermometer 
55 in theshade, On Easter Monday a few rods were out, and had fair catch+s; 
the trout were in good condition. There is another fly I would choose for 
this month—that is, the doterel, cr, in case that feather is unprocurable, take 
the second row from the underside of the starling’s winz, dress hackle, with 
straw-colvured silk, on a No. 2 hook. This is a capital fly for this month and 


May. Theriver is too fine and clear for much chance of success but I fancy 
we shall have some more water in the river ere long, as a steady rain has com- 
menced to fa’l and still continues.—PiscaTor. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water is in beautiful condition, but notwithstanding this, of c,urse, 
there is no angling. On Saturday Jast the ornamental lake and estate of C, 
Fitch Kemp, Esq., of Foxbush, Hildenburgh, was dragged. One very fine 
carp, weighing about 12 lb., was captured—a splendid fish in the pink of per- 
fection as well as several pike, the latter not of very large size. The carp and 
pike were returned, but a couple of thousand perch and roach were présented — 


to the Tonbridge Angling Club, and are safely deposited in the Medway.—YE 
MrEpwAY WATER Rat. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks.) 


Anglers have been in mourning since my last report. Never mind, it’s 
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- ninety fish daily. Salmon are still more numerous than trout. 
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good for you, and there is another good thing for you. Old Father Thames 
begins to lock more promising, and if April will favour us with warm weather 
to finish with, I think there will be good prospect of some trout being taken. 
On Monday, April 2ni, there was an angling competition at Marlow. The 
weather was very fine, which gave zest to the affair, and although the trout 
were scarce, about half dozen were taken. Mr. Foottit, with Shaw, secured the 
largest. Coster, fisherman, of Hurley, out with General Williamson, on Tues- 
day, while trout fishing caught a barbel weighing 114 1b., which, of course, was 
returned to the river. Coster has seen several trout rising about here, and 
there are a few great fish lazing about Hurley Weir—in fact, it is said, there is 
one old trout there that notonly knows the fishermea by name, but when a fly 
is thrown over to him, knows the pirticular shop it was bought at. His 
favourite food is flies and he enjoys himself on feast days, and of these feast 
days the best are when the May fly is on the water. ‘Then he compensates 
himself for many a bygone fast and the good living rapidly tells upon bis 
persona! appearance, making him plump and strong, giving a brighter show to 
the scales of his back and a fresher brilliancy to the ruby stars which jewel 
his sides. Wind south-west with hot sun.—Huriry Trovr. 


Tay (Perthshire). 

Very little sport has been got on the Tay since Isst report, the state of the 
water being unfavourable. The weather seems to have settled now, and the 
last three days have been mild and balmy, as becumts the season. The follow- 
ing takes are reported :—Athole Arms Hotel water, Dunkeld, Mr. Walton, 
London, one, 20 lb.; Mr. Maudsley, London, one, 18 lb. Bidnam Hotel 
water, Mr. Butler, one, 18 ]b.; Redgorton water, Dr McCallum, St. Martin's, 
three, 14 Ib., 19 lb., and 28 lb.; Drummond water, C ptain Aud and Mr. 
Liddell Dening, one, 18 lb.—J. McG. 


Thames (Datchet). 


The trout season has opened with splendid weather, but owing to the severe 
frosts at the end of last month, from what I can glean, the fish have not shown 
themselves. Two smal ones have been caughi, averaging something over 
14 lb., one at Windsor Weir and the other on the Ist. It has 
not been my good luck to try for one, yet I hope next weck to give a bette- 
account. With a continuance of the present weather, and the water in such 
splendid condition, some of the spotted ones must come to grief.—G. 
LUMSDEN. 

Torridge (Torrington). 


Many sa’mon have beentaken this week by the local fishermen, and also on 
the Taw one gentleman took four, and lots of trout have been had with the fly. 
C. Doe took a salmon and 15 trout on Tuesday. Colonel Macartney took 36 
trout on Monday. Rain would improve the fishing.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Toriidge (Woodford Bridge.) 


River low and very fine; still, some excellent sport has been had this week. 
Two gentlemen from the néighbourhood of Newton Abbot have had 
some excellent fishing inthe upper Torridge and on the Waldon, killing 
several dozen of the best and finest fish I have seen for a long time. The 
blue dun and red palmer are the favourite flies. Some showers of rain would 
be of great benefit to the fi-hermen.—JOHN BLAKER. 


Tweed and Teviot- 


Angling in these rivers during the past fortnight has been nearly at a sta d- 
still so far, at Jea~t, as salmon-nshing is concerned; and Jittle trouting has as 
yet been indulged in. Four the past ten days both rivers have been running 
pretty full, owing to the melting of the snow which fell during the late storm, 
and this circumstance has caused the waters to be in a very unsatisfactory state 
for angling ; but now the genial weather has set in, things look more promising 
for the angler. On Saturday last, a young lad named James Frazer, fishing with 
worm, at Sharpitlaw mil!, killed a common trout of about 3 1b. weight, which 
measured 24 inches in Jength, and was in very bad condition, but apparently 
mending. On being cut up a couple of small trout, 7 inches long, were found 
in it, not in the least damaged, showing that the fish had bolted them entire. 
On the same day in Tweed, W. Reid had a9 lb. basket of trout, and on the 
Eden baskets of from 6 |b. to 10 1b. were killed.’ On the Teviot on Monday, 

~ Major Paton, Crailing, killed a couple of salmon and one bull-trout, and the same 
day several baskets of common tr ut were got. On the Tweed Mr. T. Lindsay 
had a-good basket of trout on Saturday, and Mr. Turnbull on the same water 
had from 6 to 8 1b. On Tuesday night Mr. James Pringle had one bull-trout 
of 4 lb., and other baskets of from 4 to 6 lb. were als» got. Onthe same night 
Master Wright, Sprouston, had two bull-trout. Tweed Salmon fishing at 
Berwick.—In consequence of flood; in the river at the end of last week several 
fisheries could not be worked, and consequently the produce decreased. This 
week, however, the catches are as good as at any time of the season, averaging 
From the upper 
part of the rver it is reported that during the last fornight a good many 
diseased fish have been seen, but it is hoped that the floods of last week will 
have carried those out to sea, The Tweed Commissioners have issued the 
annual notice prvhibiting anglers and others taking smelts from the river under 
apenlty. Prices at present are :—Salmon, Is. 8d ; trout, Is. 6d.; corre- 
sponding prices last year were—salmon, 2s. 3d.; trout, Is. 11d. per lb.— 
MAxwHeEEzL. 
Wye and Derwent. 


We have had a glorious fine week for the piscators, and both the Wye and 
Derwent have been well patronised by anglers, and m»st of them have had 
some fine baskets of trout, killed chiefly with bumble, furnace, and dun flies. 
Trolling, both with the natural and artificial minnows, on the Derwent, has 
been followed with good success, and several trout over a pound a piece have 
been Janded off the Darley Dale Club waters; one gentleman having four and 
ahalf brace that weighed nearly 8 lb. the lot. The bottom-fishers did well 
after the rain last Saturday. There were many anglers out, who took a fair 
a fair quantity of trout with cockspur worms for bait Both rivers are now in 

excellent condition for fly-fishing; trout rising freely on both the Wye and 
Derwent.—G. J. Eaton. 4 


Yare (Norwich). 


My enquiries amongst the pike fishermen have convinced me that the past 
season has been the worst for many years, the wretched weather being the 
cause. Those whose experience covers a long period, do not remember such 
a season; but notwithstanding the inclement and unpropitious state of the 
elements, instances of very good sport have here aad there been had. The largest 
fish Ihave heard of was caught by one of the members of the Norwich Angling 
Club ; itscaled 29%1b. From my collation of the figures sent me by various 
members, I find about 4 fish have been the average sport for a day, and the 
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weight has averaged about 5 to 6lb. The celebrated taxidermist, Mr. Gunn 
of St. Giles, Norwich, informs me that, though he has received numerous fish 
to preserve, the size this winter is much smaller than usual, on'y 4 reaching 
the weight of 20to 221b. Iam very pleased to say that the cld gorge bait is 
in disrepute among all thorough sportsmen, and also that bye-laws are likely 
to be passed by the numeroas fishing clubs that al! jack under 2 41b. not lately 
injured, shall be returned to the water, and in all matches nothing but snap 
bait is to be allowed. An interesting discussion on the ova-lobes of pike and 
perch took place at the monthly meeting of the Norwich Angling Club the 
president stating that in a pike of ro3lb., which his cook prepared for 
table, the roe only weighed about 2ld. This was explained by a member as 
being the result of one lobe of ova being shed. The splendid weather which 
has prevailed for the last few days has brought the roach on feed, and induced 
many anglers to try their luck duriag the middle of the day, and excellent sport 
has been tke resut. One gentleman, with a fisherman, has since Saturday last 
been getting good sport and good fish Saturday, 130; Monday, 120; Tues- 
day, 120 odd; Wednesday, 91, and to-day, 89. Others were ou: to-day at 
Brundall, and they all got fair catches I saw a hybrid of 2} Ib. as I retarned 
from Buckenham Ferry this afternoon, and several very good bream and some 
roach of over 1 1b. White paste is the bait which now seems most killing, 
though red may with advantage be tried, - Host Thompson, of Horn’ng Ferry, 


writes me thit the water there is in first-rate condition, an 1 is alive with fish. 
—ROBERT MOLL. 











CLUB REPORTS. 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
FURTHER CONCESSIONS TI ANGLER’ BY THE GREAL EasrerN RAttway 

Str,—I have the great'p'easure of in‘orming the members of the angling societies 
enrolled on The Three Associati ns, that the Great Fasiern Rui.way Company, 
with their usual libeya ity, for which they are so justly popular, have grauted 
the further issu: of Privilege Tickets (see copy of letter). This generous con- 
cession wili be found a great boon to anglersin the neigkbou-hood to which it 
refers, 

The Manager FIsHINnG Gazette. 

GrRuaT HASTERN RAILWAY, 
Office of Superintendent of the Liverpoul Stree! Station, 
London, E.C., April 2nd, 1883, 

Sir,—Referring to your letter of the 21st uto., the matter has been con- 
sidered, and I have now the pleasure to inform you that instructions will be 
issued for Ang'ers’ Cheap Tickets to be issued from Clapton and Tottenham, 
the same as from Hackney Downs.—I am, yours truly, 

Pro Jas. ROBERTSON. 





Mr R. GHURNEY. 
United London Anglers’, Bald Faced Stag, Woiship Square, 
Finsbury, E.C.. 


SOUTH SIDE OF THE THAMES ANGLING CLUBS. 

The angling clubs onthe south side of the Thames are requested to send two 
delegates to the adjouned meeting of the South-Eastern District Visiting List, 
to Le held at the Ascot Aims, .Ascot Road, Bermondsey, April toth, at 9 
o’clock.-W M. ALLEN, hon. sec. 

April 4. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of this society.a week or two ago, it was resolved to change the 
name of the ‘‘ Acton and Ealing Angling Society ’’ to the ‘‘ Acton Piscatorial 
Suciety.”? - We have not had such a good take of fish this season as we had 
Jast. J expect all other clubs are no better off in that respect than ourselves. 
Our worthy secretary, Mr..C, Simpson, managed to take the gross weight of 
the season, beating Mr. W. Howell by only 3} oz., showing how careful we 
ought to be in weighing in every fish we take. He also tooka prize of a hand- 
some tackle case, presented by Mr. T. Hoole, for the heaviest weight of roach 
taken from the Thames. Mr. W. Howel! took a roach rod, presented by our 
secretary, for the heaviest roach. Mr. W. Cook took the he.viest jack and the 
heaviest dace. Mr. H. Taplin took the heaviest perch. Weare going to have 
a smoking concert on Tuesday, the 10th inst., when we hope to have a good 
muster of members and friends.— BLACK Baa. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Retu n Visit first onthe list of the West Central Association was 
held in the Club Room, Mr. Medcalf ia the chair. Mr. Lewis in Vice-chair. 
Mr. C. Field opened the harmony of the evening by ‘‘ Thinking of Hume’? ; 
Mr. Delver, ‘* Pe:verted Proverbs’’; Mr. Batt, ‘' School at the end of our 
Street’; Mr. Field, ‘‘ Haste ye back, Jamie’’; Mr. Hennessy, “ Sitting on a 
Style Mary’’; Mr. Butlan, ‘‘ Household Troops in Egypt’’; Mr. Batt, ‘‘ The 
Ascetic Young Man’”’; Mr. Patrick, ‘‘ Men of Merry England ”’ ; Mr. C. Field, 
‘ Time will stealaw+y the Roses’? ; Mr. Delver, ** What have you done with 
Sally’? ; Mr. Douglas, ‘‘My Little Bird’’; Mr. Say, asong; Mr, Pierson, selections 
on the concertina ; Mr Carrington, ‘ Swallows Homeward fly.’’ On the roll being 
called, the following clubs were represented:—Amicable Waltonians, Ci y of 
London, Convivial, Good Intent, and Reform, Original Alexandra, Hoxton 
Brothers, Cavendish and Stepney. The next visit willgoto the Amicable 
Waltonians. Mr. Ghurney stated that the ha‘ching boxes at Ponder’s end 
were s ocked, and he trusted that we should have the same su:cess that has been 
obtained on the Continent and abroad. The majority of the gentlemen who 
contributed to the harmony of the evening were members and friends from the 
Carlyle Club. The Chairman havingthanked them for their kindness, Mr. C. 
Field responded on their behalf, and likewise Mr. Cundall who stated that on 
any occasion they would be most happy to come again. Mr. V»negan sang 
‘¢The Four Jolly Smiths ’’ and Mr. Medcalf brought a very pleasing evening to 
a close by singing ‘' John Barley Corn,’’ after which Mr. Pierson p'ayed the 
National Anthem.—1'. WoRLEDGE. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The Brunswick Piscatorial Society met last night at their club-house, and 
discussed various subjects appertaining to angling. Propositions were made 
and carried, which I anticipate will induce many gentlemen to enrol under our 
banner, Visits to cther societies are arranged. Mr. Bennett, a gentleman 


164 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Aprit 7, 1883, | 


eee eee re rere er eee nnn 








bred and born a fisherman, has joined us as honorary member. The B. P. S. 
smoking concert will be on Wednesday, the 11th instant. Brother anglers and 
friends will meet with a hearty welcome at this cosy club. Harmony, music, 
and song closed avery enjoyable evening.—MILus DoucHTy, sec. 








CRITCHFIELD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The adjourned special general meeting for the purpose of passing the amen- 
ded rules, wi'l be held on Thursday, the 12thinst., at gq pm. sharp, when it is 
particularly requested that all members will attend to transact the above, and 
other important business. At the meeting held on the 8th ult., the new cases 
of fish were exbibited, which for some time past have been in the hands of Mr. 
Gibson, of Barnsbury, N. They consist of a rudd, a barbel, and a group of three 
tench, which were taken by Mr, A. C. Critchfield last autumn. They were 
much admired (especially the tench) by the members, and others who had the 
opportunity of seeing them, for the life-like and artistic manner in which they 
are set up. They are considered to be excellent examples of the art of taxi- 
dermy, and form a valuable addition to Mr, C.’s collection.—J. F., sec. 

April 5th, 1833. 

HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next general visit of the angling societies will take place at ‘ The 
Dolphin,’’? Church Street, Shoreditch, on Monday evening, Aprilg.—C. J. 
MILLIF, sec. 

March 31. 





LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our Easter holidays here were quite spoiled by the weather—bitter winds, 
ice, hail and snow—being too much for all but ths most inveterate piscators. In 
fact, on Easter Monday morning a blinding storm of snow prevailed from 8 to 
g a.m., and many of our members who had got on the road thought discretion 
the better part of valour, and turned back, Myself and two or three others 
went forward and were rewarded with three brace of trout taken with the 
March brown from a very small mill-pool. The fish rose very short, and we lost 
quite six brace through this. But they did rise and no mistake, and the sport 
was first-class, although we missed so many. 

MunpgELLaA Act. 

T am much obliged to W. R. R. for his advice, which tallies with the step I 
took with the manager of the market here. JIadvised him on his own respon- 
sibility to warn the salesmen and retailers that they would be prosecuted and 
assurecly be convicted and fined. He did so, and I have not seen a fish pro- 
tected by the Act since, though my visits to the market have been made daily 
and sometimes twice a day. 

GRAINING. 

No, W. R. R. I have not taken one of these fish since I promised to send 
‘¢T,, B.”’ and another gentleman a specimen—in fact the little river Alt, out of 
which I take them, has not till very recently been fishable—but I have not fors 
gotten my promise; and as soon as the close time is over, I make no doubt I 
sha}l redeem it. 

GRAYLING OR GRAINING. 

IT cannot think Mr. Griffin is right in his opinion that the small grayling (so 
described) are graining, for thereisno water for a long distance aboit here 
where they could ba had in such numbers, and I understand they are not found 
down south. And no one having seen the two fish could take one for the other. 
Mr, G. may not have seen graining heavier than 3 oz.: but in the A't, when 
there is a flood. on, and the poachers get their nets in the brook, they are fre- 
quently taken 8, 9, and 10 oz, I have caught them with rod and line 7 and 
8 oz. 

INSPECTORS OF FISHERIES. 
Will some one kindly give me their names and addresses, and oblige P—R. 
WOOLFALL, hon. sec. Liverpool Angling Association. 


April 3. — 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

A special general meeting among the members of this society will take place 
at the headquarters, the Albion, Rodney Road, Walworth, on April 11th, for 
the purpose of transacting important business in reference to the aff irs of the 
society. Ail members are requested to attend —PIXIE. 

P.S.—Will some brother reader oblige by forwarding to the above address 
the names and addresses of some wholesale eel dealers? A friend would like 
to communicate with some who could supply constantly, say, from five to about 
fifty draught per week. . 


SOUTH LONDON VISITING COMMITTEE, 

The members of the above will meet at the Bermondsey Brothers, the 
Alscot Arms, Alscot Road, Grange Road, Bermondsey, on April oth. The 
committee at present are represented by delegates from the following societies : 
Bermondsey Brothers, Anchor and Hope, Anglers’ Pride, Battersea Friendly, 
Rodney, Peckham Brothers, Peckham Perseverance, United Brothers, and 
South London. Mr. Field will preside, assisted by Mr. Allen. Societies in the 
s_uth of London not represented are requested to send delegates.—P1xix, 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The annual dinner of this society will take place at the St. Paul’s Tavern, 
Westmoreland Road, Walworth, onthe 18th. Mr. Duck will preside, assisted 
by Mr. J. Boalch. ‘Tickets can be had of Mr. Bansback, at the above address, 
and of Mr. Beckett, Villa Street, Walworth.—PIXxI£. 


THE HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first of a series of smoking concerts, promoted during the fence season, 
took place on Wednesday evening last at the headquarters of this flourishing 
society, the Plimsoll Arms, St. Thomas’ Road, Finsbury Park. There was a 
very large attendance of members and brother anglers. The much-esteemed 
president of the society, Mr. Charles Rose, occupied the chair, supported in the 
vice chair by the worthy host and treasurer Mr. Alfred Denyer. A capital 
selection of songs, &c., were most effectively rendered by the company, and 
among those who mainly assisted in making the entertainment a success were : 
—Mr. Charles Rose, who sang a favourite ballad in masterly style ; Mr. Denyer 
gave ‘* Margaretta’’ and ‘‘ The Village Blacksmith’’ ; Mr. Edward Wheatley, 
“‘ The Tar’s Farewell”’ ; Mr. Charles Otway, ‘The Standard of England’’; 
Mr. Cartwright, ‘‘ Carrissima’’ ; Mr. Wi'liam Hamilton, ‘‘The Scamp”; Mr. 
Frederick Hamilton, ‘‘ Some Day’’ ; Mr. Cockeraft, ‘‘ Kathleen Mavourneen”’ ; 
Mr. Arnold, a ballad ; Mr. Payne, “ Kitty Wells’’; Mr. Chadwick, “ Bluff 
King Hal”’; Mr. Ballard, ‘‘ The Ivy Green’’; Mr. Harris, ‘‘ Nil Desperan- 
dum”; Mr. Ricke!ts and others. Several humorous songs were given by Mr. 
Page, Mr. Moore, and the secretary, and well received. The society may be 
congratulated on the result of their first smoking concert, and the committee 
trust that the members and thcir friends will do their utmost to ensure a 
success. The annual supper and distribution of prizes will take place on Wed- 








nesday evening, the 2nd May next, of which further particulars will be duly 
announced.—JAs. Ewp. WHEATLEY, Séc. 
THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

After the minutes of the last meeting had been duly read and confirmed, Ife 
Pearce presented to the library ‘‘ Notes and Jottings from Animal_Life,’’ by 
Frank Buckland. Mr, Walker, a handsome case of two roach, from tie Avon, 
weighing respectively 2 lb. 10z., and 1lb, 140z.,'preserved by Cooper. Both 
gentlemen received a cordial vote of thanks for their acceptable presents. Mr, 
Bates, who has just returned from a visit to America, showed an Amer.can six- 
split cane, black top, fly red, by Leonard, of great strength and lightness, the 
join s so beautifully fitted as not to require whipping, and the ends of the ferrules 
cut in several places under the binding so as to spring with the wood. It was 
much admired for the beauty of finish and ingenuity of design, and Mr. B_ was 
warmly thanked for bringing it to the notice of the members. Dr. Branton 
afterwa rds read a paper entitled ‘‘ A Warning to Anglers,’’ having reference 
to the habit ot fishermen putting hooks, flies, &c, in the mouth, and the lia- 
bility of stumbling and so swalowing them. He a'so mentioned several 
instances where anglers had caught each other, and the simple remedy of draw- 
ing out the hook after cutting off the gut and feathers, instead of cutting out 
the hook—a barbarous and unscientific treatment. _ His short paper was listened 
to with much attention. and he was warmly applauded on its conclusion. The 
final smoking concert vf the season will take place on Monday, the 9th instant, 
when it is expected a large number wil! be present—and it is anticipated that 


visitors will be favoured with a good show of trout, as several members have — 


stated their intention of visiting favourite and warm corners. The society, having 
received a good allotment of space at the Exhibition, South Kensington, will, 
no doubt, maintain their prestige by exhibiting a large selection of their 
specimens.—J. L. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY CONVERSAZIONE. 
The spacious rooms of the Masons’ Hall T.vern were crowded to overflowing 


on the occasion of ‘The Gresham ’’ Conyerzatione, on Tuesday last, about ~ 


three hundred members and friends, among whom were a large number of 
ladies, honouring the society by their presence. A capital selection of music, 
vocal and instrumental, was given in the large concert room, while a numberof 
philosophical instruments, photographs, &c., were placed on the tab'es in the 
ordinary meeting room, which served as a reception room for the evening. Mr. 
Bellamy displayed some interesting objec’s by the aid of his binocular micro- 
scope, Dr Lloyd exhibited some young oysters, Mr. Gathercole, Mr. Bentley, Mr. 
Parker, Mr. Crumplen, and other members als» contribu'ing their quota to the 
loan collection, which proved an attractive adjunct to tie musical entertain- 
ment. The proceedings commenced at 7 o’clock, when Mr. Charles Bates was 
requested to preside, Captain Alfred occupying the vice-chair. A very novel 
programme, of Japanese design had been printed for circulation in the concert 
room, and in the hands of Mr. Bates it need hardly be said that all the arrange- 
ments were admirably carried out. The concert was opened with a brilliint 
solo by Mr. Winterbottom, who presided at the piano throughout the evening, 
and rendered effective service. Miss M. Williams sang ‘‘ The Little Match 
Girl,’”’ and later on ‘‘ The Better Land,’’ and her rendering of these songs was 
so perfect that the demand for an encore was irresistible in spite of the printed _ 
announcement that, in consequence of the length of the programme, no encores 
could be permitted. To this ovation Miss W{lliam;3 kindly responded by sing- 
ing ‘*‘Home, sweet Hone,’ ina manner not readily forgotten, Miss L. 
Chamberlain played ‘‘ The Storm at Sea’? (pianoforte solo); Mrs. Dixon gave a 
song, which was greatly appreciated; Mrs. Abbot and Mrs. Atkins a very 
pleasing duet. Other ladies also kindly gave their aid, all of whom greatly 
contributed to the success of the entertainment, the first of its kind, so far as is 
known, given by any angling society. Some songs were excellently rendered 
by Messrs. J. E. Harding Cartwrizht, Young, Page, Sycamore, Caston, God- 
win, Styles, and Captain Bates—in fact throughout the programme all the 
vocalists were of such exceptional merit that we can but record an unqualified 
success. If not invidious, we might s1y that Mr. Page was humorous in the 
extreme, his topical songs (w-itten by himself) being received with so much 
enthusiasm that it was impossible to avoid an encore. Mr. Sycamore’s songs 
were admirably rendered, and a special word of praise is due to Mr. Caston, 
Captain Bates, Mr. H. Godwin, and Mr. Styles. The instrumental depart- _ 
ment was well represented. It included a pianoforte solo by Mr. Laughlin, a 
capital duet for flute and piano by Messrs H_ B. Reynolds and C, Winter- 
bettem, Mr. Claridge giving a clarionet s»lo with his accustomed skill. Master 
B. A. Parker played very pleasingly ‘ Heather Bells’? on a kind of aérial harp. 
As elocutionists, Mr. S. C. Harding, in full forensic attire, cleverly imperson- 
ated counsel in the case of ‘* Daniel v. Dishclout’’; Mr. Read recited ** The 
Life Boat,’’? and “Mr. Winkle at Bath,’’ the latter a spirited performance, 
creating much merriment. The concert terminated with the National Anthem, 
Miss Wiliams taking the solo. The hon. secretary then returned thanks on 
behalf of the society to the ladies and gentlemen wio had so kindly given their 
services that evening, expressing a hope now that so much talent was at tke 
command of the society, that the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund might benefit by 
sone future entertainment. Jn the interval between the parts of the concert, Mr 
A. W. Parker, in angling garb, expatiated on the merits of his hydroscopic tube 
(which he intends to describe again on Tuesd iy next); Master Parker attended 
to a galvanic battery, whilst the company partook of refreshments in the refresh- 
ment room fitted up for the occasion, or inspected the fine collection of fish * 
displayed in the Society’s Museum. To these, the head of a huge pike, lent 
by Mr. Howse, and a splendid case of pike, ta:en by Mr, Hughes, artistically 
preserved by Captain Alfred, had been added during the day, and it may be 
said that the officers of the society spared no pains to make the eveniag plea- 
sant and enjoyable to their guests. The works of art included some of the 
pretty fish paintings of Captain Alfred, and a really clever sketch by Mr. 
Edwin Cook, in which the adventures of several prominent members of the 
society, represented as grasshoppers, were very artistically depicted. This was 
shown by Mr.S, C. Harding, and elicited warm approval. The arrangements for 
the annual banquet at the Holborn Restaurant, on April 18th, are almost com~ 
pleted, and it is fully anticipated that a successful gathering on that occasion 
(when Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P., presides), will again add to the fame of 
the Gresham Angling Society. The next paper to be read on Tuesday, May 
Ist, will have reference to the Great International Fisheries Exhibition.—Yu 


GRASSHOPPER. 





CONVICTION FOR POISONING FiSH.—At the Winchester Quarter 
Sessions, George Bennett and James Hodgkiss, miners, were convicted 
of poisoning fish at Halesowen on June 3rd, and were each sentenced 
tc six months’ hard labour. 
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* fished by its members, more particularly the Thames and Lea. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We donothold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


SMALL GRAYLING. d 

Str —-Three letters appeared in your issue of March 31st on the subject of 
so-called ‘* small grayling,”’ or, as two of your correspondents considered them, 
‘‘graining.” ‘Ihe fish referred to will probably be found, I think, to be the 
pollan of the Tish lakes, which at this season of the year is sent over in great 
quanti ies to our Jarze towns. 

I have observed them in the shops and markets of Manchester for some years, 
and they are invariably called grayling by the dealers; although at the first 
glance there i-a superficial resemblance between them; and though both belong 
to the salmon family, the points of distinction are sufficiently clear. The colour 
is somewhnt different and less brilliant in the pollan than the grayling, nor his 
the former the large and remarkable dorsal fin so charactéristic of the 
grayling, : 

There is very little probability of this doubtful fish turning out to be the 
€ graining ”’ which is spoken of by Yarrell and those who have followed him as 
very rare and local. 

Pennell, in ‘‘ The Angler and Naturalist,” mentions a few s'reams in Lan- 
cashire in which it is or has been found, andthe Leam at Leamington. It is 
still believed to inhabit the Bollin, in Cheshire, and was formerly abundant 
there. It is always a river fish, whie the pollan is on’y found in lakes, and 
though said to nse freely to the fly, to fight gamely, and to be good eating, it 
belongs to the carp family and not to the Sa/monide, and is a near relation to 
the dace. In “‘ The Angler and Naturalist ” a drawiag is given cf the scale of 
the dace and the graining. 

There is one distinction, however, which will at once decide as to i's being 
the graining or not. All the salmon family possess two back fins, one being 
the small adipose fin, situsted alittle infront of the tail, The graining is 
without this character. 

As 1egaids the sz of the pollan exposed for sale this year, my experienc? is 
like that of ycur o her correspondents, and I have been surry to see the under- 
sized fish sentto market. They do not, it is said, take a bait, but are always 
caught in nets; and, judging from the size of the fish rhis year, the mesh must 
be shamefully, and, 1 should think, illegally small_—I am, &c., 


HENRY Simpson, M.D. 
Manchester, April 3rd. 





THE UNITED LONDON FISHERIES ASSOCIATION— 
RETROSPECTIVE AND PROSPECTIVE. 

Stm,—1t is now nearly twelve months since the above Association was 
forme}, for the twofold purpose of renting waters and re-s'ocking the rivers 
Now, what 
have the committce done towards currying out the objects of the Association ? 
First, a long stretch of water was rented, part of the river Wey, the boundary. 
being frm Weybridge to Purford Lock, a fishery depleted by pollution and 
netting for several years past, and I am informed it has not improved since it 
has been in the hands of the Association. ; 

Hweis this water protecied from the poacher? To watch it effectually it 
would require two bailiffs—oue at night and the other during the day—and this 
would certainly not cost lessthan £40 per anoum. Is it worth that outlay ? 
I think not ; probably the cemmittee are of the same opinion, so it is lelt to 
take care of itself. 

The next rental negociated by the Association was the Pike and Anchor 
Fishery, Ponder’s End, a piece of water on the Lea so well known by the 
majority of London Anglers that it needs no comment of mine, but could be 
much improved by re-stocking. This fishery is, no doubt, well looked after by 
Mr. Puddicombe and the Lea bai iffs, so that whatever amount the Association 
may spend upon its in provements, this or any future season, will be generally 
appreciated by all Jovers of the Lea, 

The next fishery rented by the Association was the Springwell Fishery, near 
Fickmanswor‘h, being part of the Grand Junction Canal and an off-shoot of 
the Colne, which might have beena good fishery at one time, but I cannot say 
much in its favour at this period. That it could be made a good fishery there 
is no duubt, but it requires money to be spent upon it and we'l watched. ‘he 
same question arises in this instance—Is it worth the outlay ? 

In the FisHinc Gazertx of the 17th March last appears the following :— 
‘*The committee hope to be able to announce the renting of several stretches 
of really good water.’’ It appears, therefore, according to the above announce- 
peat, that what have been previously rented by the Association are read/ very 

ad, 

At the last meeting of anglers at the Society of Arts Rooms, Adelphi, it was 
resolyed unanimously that the Fisheries Association should take in hand the 
propagation of coarse fish. Now, what have the committee done in this respect ? 
Had six Jand boxes made, three of which are placed in the Thames and three 
in the Lea. Whereis the produce of these boxes to be placed? Are thé fry of 
the three Lea boxes to be placed in that river? And, if so, it will be but a 
poor addition to the Lea in its present exhausted condition. So far as I can 
ascertain, the committee do not intend re-stocking the river Lea this season, 
which is to be regretted, as another season wil! thus have passed without any- 
thing being done to replenish this river so much patronised by the anglers of 
London, It appears, therefore, that the only way to get this matter of re- 
stocking settled to the satisfaction of all concerned is for the delegates of the 
various clubs to have a proper understanding with the committee of the Asso- 
ciation, bef.re the members make their next payments. _ It is fish they require, 
not exhausted fisheries.—I am, &c., Wie ET EL. 

April 4th. 

[It seems to us that “W.H.H.’’ is rather unfair in his criticism of this 
young Association, which has begun in the very proper spirit of not going out. of 
its depth before it can swim. It is all very well to say ‘‘it is fish we require, 
not exhausted fisheries,’’ but if ‘‘ W. H. H.’’ thinks 2 moment he will see that 
the London anglers have not given the society funds sufficient to get a well- 
stocked fishery, nor have they yet had time ‘to resstock the waters they have 
got. The tone of ‘‘W. H. H.’s”’ letter is not a pleasant one, and the thank- 
less task the officers of the society have undertaken is not made easier by such 
remarks, Fortunately, the majority of London anglers look at the matter in 4 


parantin light, and recognise the difficulties that have to be oyercome.— 
D. 








ANGLERS' BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Srr,—Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks, the receipt of 
£1 1s. cd,, annual subscription from A. G. Jardine, Esq., Gresham Angling 
Society.—{ am, {c., 


Apuil 5th, 1883. R. Guurney, Sec, 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR. STEBBINGS. 

8rr,— Having understood some time back that a subscription list was opened 
on behalf of Mr. Stebbings, the honorary secretary to the Central Associa- 
tion, I beg to ask any gent'eman or brother ang’er if they can inform me 
whether it is still open or fallen through, not having heard anything of it 
lately. If fallen through, I should be most happy to assi.t any one to start it 
again, as I think that, considering the hard wor« that Mr. Stebbings has had 
and the good that he has done for the benefit of all brother anglers at large,thut 
his services ought to be appreciated. I therefore, dear sir, beg to ask if you 
will kindly insert these few lines in the columns of your paper, and also hope 
that I have not intruded in any way whatever.—I am, &c., 

ONE WHO APPRECIATES. 


TEA FISH AND FISHING. 

Srr,—I have read, with much in'erest, Mr, Wheeldon’s remarks upon the 
lack of all-round fishermen in the Lea. ; 

As Mr. Wheeldon says, ‘‘ the great body of anglers fishing Izaak Walton’s 
favourite stream seem t» give it credit fur nothing but roach, roach, roach, from 
one end of the year to the other.”’ 

If any of your readers who are unacquainted with the Lea would take a 
stroll along its benks on a Sunday afternoon, they would see a curious sight. 
Take, for instance, the Ferry Boat fishery, at Tottenham. Now this water 
contains all kinds of coarse fish; but one rarely sees anything there but long 
roach rods, single hair lines, paste or gentles, and the usual ground bait, 
composed of bread and bran. The fishermen sit within a few yards of each 
other all along the edge of the water, and how they ever manage to get a bite 
from the crafty roach isa puzzle tome. ach fisherman is provided with a 
box seat, which he places as close to the water ashe possibly can ; all his 
opera‘ions are conducred in full view of the fish, an! he things nothing of 
getting up from his seat and running heavily along the bank to talk to a friend 
a litile higher up. ° ; 

As regards skill in strikiag and landing roach on fine tackle, Iam convinced 
that the Lea fishermen have few equa's; but they have much to learn in the 
way of caution, silence, keeping out of sight of the fish, &c. 

Now a word or two as to the all-round fishing in the Lea. Ask any of these 
roach fishe'men if he ever caught a barbel, tench, carp, chub or bream in the 
swim that he is fishing: the answer will be in the negative. Ask him if he 
ever gets ‘*smashed up’’: the answer will be in the affirmative, Ask him 
what kind of fish he thinks it was that ‘‘smashed him up’’: the answer will 
be, ‘fa bigroach; I never saw him, but he pointed me, and I couldn’t hold 
him.” 

Always ‘roach, roach, roach,’’ as Mr. Wheeldon says, and I agree with him 
that the majority of Lea anglers have no idea of anything but roach. 

Now, my roach mad Lea fishermen, come with me some morning in the hot 
summer Or autumn, and let me show you what fish they were taat ‘‘ smashed 
you up.’’ T.et us arrive at the river side an hour or so before sunrise and bring 
your box-sea', your pipe. and a pair of dew-proof boots. We are going to see 
and hear fish, nt to catch them. Sit here cr your box-seat, and you will be 
able to see a long stretch of the water without being seen yourself. Light 
your pipe and wait a moment or two before you move. The air is beautifully 
cool, and the surface of the water is as smoothas glass; you might fancy 
yourself miles away from—Wallop! splash! 

The roack-mad Lea fisherman (in an awe-stricken undertone): ‘‘O—o—o—h ! 
what a whopper !”’ 

Myself: ‘‘ Now don’t make a noise, just keep your eyes and ears open, and 
watch the surface of the water.” 

For au hour or so lirge fish may be seen in all directions. Some (barbel) 
leaping two feet into the air, others (bream) showing just a fin and an inch or 
two of their broad backs as they come to the surface and Jazily roll their fat 
bodies over, causing a kind of solid bubble ‘in the water; now and again a 
monster chub will suck in some floating insect, and on the shallows the small 
fry may be seen flying right and left out of the way of some hungry perch. 

This is no exaggeration. I do not need to take you even so far away from 
London as the Ferry Boat. Come to the White House fishery—that once 
famous water near Lea Bridge—let us arrive there also before the sun’s face 
is to be seen. ‘‘ Oh,’’ I hear you say, ‘‘ that wa‘er’s played out ; why, there's 
nothing there but a few small eels.’’ 

All nonsense, my friend; the fact is, you fishermen little dream of the fish 
that these waters contain. I believe there are very few jack to be seen now 
below Tottenham, but I now that even below Lea Bridge there are many 
patriarchal giants—such ascarp, tench, bream and barbel, and there are swarms 
of roach and perch. The roach are of all sizes, but the perch generally run 
small. 

During the season just ended I have had few opportunities of fishing ; but in 
the previous season I took, between the Ferry Boat, at Tottenham, and the 
White House, at Homerton, from forty to fifty barbel, the largest of which 
weighed just over 6 1b, Ireturned dozens of a pound weight. I have taken 
seven dozen perch in an afternoon, At different times tench of 2 Ib. to 3} Ib., 
and bream—plenty of them—of the same weight. I have taken very few 
carp, but they are there, and I hope to ‘‘circumvent” some of them one of 
these days. 

I am, to all intents and purposes, a Lea fisherman, and I rarely go further up 
than Tottenham. I belong to no clubs, I fish for no prizes, my only object 
being amusement. I am very fond of roach-fishing, and I take a great many 
during the season, For 1oach-fishing in the Lea I consider an 18 ft. rod almost 
indispensable, but surely with such a length there is no necessity for an angler 
to sit with his feet in the water. Ihe primary object of such a rod is, in my 
opinion, to enable one to keep away from the water’s edge. 

There is one fact that I would impress upon every angler—the water is never 
so thick as it looks. Even when the floods are out, and the river is ‘ pea- 
soup colour,’’ just dip a tumbler into it, and hold it up to the light. It will 
astonish you. If anyone thinks the fish cannot see him from the bottom of 
a deep swim, let him visit the Aquarium and look into one of the largest 
tanks, where the light comes from above, and he will be able to distinguish the 
smallest speck on the surface of the water. 

In my opinion, nothing is so likely to drive the fish out of a swim as the 
jobbing of a plummet up and down all along the bottom, For this reason I 
rarely plumb the depth before fishing, I know the depths and peculiarities 
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of nearly every swim in my favourite localities, and I have certain marks on 
the banks by which I know exactly how much higher or lower the water 
is than usual ; therefure, all I have to do is to measure my line and set my float 
accordingly. 

It is almost use'’ess fo fish the lower portions of the Lea on Saturdays, 
Sundays, or Mondays, on account of the crgwds of people- pedestrians, boating 
parties, anglers and bathers that are constantly on the move; but, in the 
middle of the week, from sunrise until five o’clock, it is generally quiet. 

I always put my tack'e together and make all my preparations at least 
twenty yards away from the water’s edge, and then, creeping up to my swim, 
I settle down to work as far from the water as I can, and, once there, I make 
as little movement as possible. 

For all-round fishing in the Lea, I have always found that the marsh worm is 
by far the most successful bait. I used to find that the small eels were a 
dreadful nuisance in fishiog with worms; they will drag your bait all over the 
place, and clear it off the hook repeatedly, and when you do manage to get one, 
. you will find that it is about as long as your hand and as thick asa lead pencil. 
‘There are plenty of larger eels about, but it is these infantile specimens 
that I object to. However, I have found a remedy for them by using 
Stewa:t’s worm tackle, and I find that it doesn’t much matter whether they 
catch hild of the worm ia the middle or at either end—one of the three 
hooks is pretty sure to do its business. 

In my cpinion, the all-round fisherman on the Lea should make it a rule to 
fish by himself. He will have many blank days even then, because the fish 
get plenty of natural food, and require a lot of catching; but ‘’ the silent 
system’ is almost impossible when you have a friend with you. If you put 
him fifty yards away you don’t have the benefit of his conipany and may, 
therefore, just as well be alone ; and, if he fishes close beside you, the chances 
are that you will, neither of yc u, catch a fish all day. 

I must ap logise for taking up so much of your space, but I shvuld like to 
corroborate Mr. Wheeldon, and let your readers know that there are cther fish 
in the Lea besides r.ach—and they can be caught, too.—I am, &c., 

Clapton, March 31st. AN ALL RounD L#A FISHERMAN. 


BREAM-FISHING AT BESTHORPE FLEET. 

S1r,—In replying to letter on above from ** Mark Antony,”’ in your issue of 
March 24, I trust lam not intruding on your generosity. 

If the Robert Ccoper, of North Collingham, mentioned in ‘‘ Mark Antony’s ’’ 
letter refers to the late Robert John Cooper, who lived opposite Mr. Staley’'s, 
grocer, &c,, near the Vicarage, in the house now, or, rather, late, in the occu- 
pation of Mr. Eve. I feel doubly pleased to have read such unbounded kindly 
feeling spoken of the late Robert Cooper, who was my father, and I his 
youngest son. 

The Harry Johnson mentioned is, I presume, the same old man I have seen 
fishing in the manner so well defined by ‘‘ Mark Antony”’ ; he was avery lame 
man, and walked with a hooked stick. 

R. Pigott, Esq., I believe, is the same schoolmaster officiating at Besthorpe. 

Lam sorry to see in this last week’s issue of your valuable paper such’a 
corroboration of news I have heard often, viz., the decreasing of tish at Bes- 
thorpe Fleet. There is not the slightest doubt the “Trent Otter’’ is ina 
position to know the facts. AndI assume Mr. Gee is the farmer of Girton, 
some of wh se land is adjicent to the late Mr. Proctor’s. : 

Lhad theught of trying to obtaina little fishing at the latter end of the year 
at. Besthorpe Fleet, but afrer the crowning remark of the ‘* Trent Otter ”’ tam 
afraid is would be worse than useless, and I much regret, with the Newark 
Anglers, that it should be so.—I am, &c , FREDERICK COoPERr. 

15, Highlever Road, St. Quinton’s Avenue, 

Notting Hill, April 2. 





; FISHING NEAR COLLINGHAM. 

Sir,—The ‘‘ Trent Otter ’' is wrong-—the Gee family have rented and netted 
the fishery years before I was born ; and, in spite of this, the mere fact of being 
connected with the Tient would to some extent account for this—there was 
always a plentiful supply. Why, the very day I and my brother made that 
extraordinary catch old Gee actually came along the bank and saw the fish, and 
the sight of such a takeso exasperated the old gentleman, he swore we should 
not fish there again, But thirty years ago it was a matter of obtaining leave 
from the Jandowners, and nothing to do with the water; but I suppose since 
so many No'tingham men have visited it, trying to obtain prizes, that the 
landowners have turned round, sided with Gee, and he his at last gained his 
point. Iexpect this is the case. 

To show you what a supply of fish this famous place once held in spawning 
time, I have seen from Io to 15 yards of the rivulet, entering it on the Colling- 
ham side, so thick with bream and roach you cou!d scarcely put your finger 
between them.—I am, &c, 

MAkK ANnTony, 





YOXFORD AND TOXFORD. 

Str,— A. L. L.”’ asked if there wes any fishing at or near Yoxford in 
Suffok. Our friend ‘Creel’? answers about Toxford. I think there is some 
mistake one way or the other. In answer to “*A. L. L.”’ about Yoxford, 
there is no water just there that is worth calling a river ; the nearest place to it 
for any kind of fishing would be at a place cal'ed Blyborough, which is about 
five miles from Yoxford on the high road to Yarmouth; and, Sir, there are 
plenty of coarse fish in it—roach, bream, rudd, and a few eels. But it would 
be best if ** A. L. L.’’ would go about nine miles further and stop at Souths 
wold, on the coast of Suffolk, or a place called Walsawig Ferry—I do not 
know if the last place’s name is spelt right or not, but the river I name empties 
itselfinto the sea there, and is only a mi'e and a half from Southwold. I do 
not now know the name of the river, but it may be the Blythe, and most likely it 
is, as Blyborough is close by it. It is some forty years ago since I fished it, but 
there were plenty of fish there then. There was no railway there then, but there is 
now, and ofcourse he can book through from London, and it would be best for 
him at one of the three places named—Blyborough, Southwold, or Walsawig. 
—lam, &c., COUNTRYMAN, 





: FISHING AT YOXFORD. 

S1R,—Kindly allow me, through the medium of your paper, to thank 
‘Creel’ for his information about the fishing at Yoxford. I presume ‘ Tox- 
ford’’ is a misprint for ‘* Yoxford,” 

A.few mems about the river Blythe wil be very acceptable to—Yours, &c 

March 31. AD ae 


FISHING AT UTTOXETER AND ROCESTER. 

S1r,— Could your correspondent from the Dove (‘‘Splodger’’) oblige me 
with information respecting the fishing around Uttoxeter and Rocester for all- 
round fishing, where to apply, and as to charges, &c.? By so doing he will 
greatly oblige.—I am, &c., : ; R. CHAMBERS. 


TROUT-FISHING IN NORTH OF ENGLAND WANTED. 
S1r,—Could you tell me where I could get a week’s fishing in the No-th of 
England about the latter end of this month or the teginning of May? I should 
like the river to be free, or one on which I could get a week's ticket of no 
great expehse. Perhaps some of your readers could inform me of some place 
where I could obtain this, and where there is a good inexpensive public or 
small hotel?—I am, &c, 


Uppingham, Rutland. J. T. L. ANDREWS. 


SOMETHING NEW RESPECTING IZAAC WALTON’S 
‘‘COMPLEAT ANGLER.” 

S1r,—I find that there is a variation in the copies of the first (1653) edition 
of the above work, which may show, what has not hitherto been suspected, 
that 1wo impressions exist. The three Museum cupies agree in having (on 
page 81) the woodcut of the trout seven lines from the bottom of the page and 
without any supe:scription. Now, the Deni-on and Francis copies, among 
others, have this woodcu; at the foot of the page, with the words ‘: The Descrip- 
tion of a Trout’? above it. Whether the double impression is confined to F, or 
runs through allthe signatures, I have not yet determined. It would be inte- 
resting to asce tain in what proportion the two forms exist, and I shall be glad 
to receive information on the subject from all persons p ssessing copies.—I 
am &c., 


Doncaster Hill House, N.W. THOMAS SATCHELL. 


PRIZE-FISHING. 

S1r,—Come! Come! ‘‘ Ravensbourne,” none o’ your chaff, with your ‘‘well 
done, and bravo.’’ Ifyou are strong, be at least merciful. You accuse me of 
being inconsistent on the above subject, which I distinctly deny. Iam in fa- 
vour of it, and have always said so ; butI.am notin favour of the ‘‘ pegged- 
down ”’ system of prize-fishing. You must look at things as they are, and not 
as you would have them, as th's isa selfish and narrowpolicy. Will you say 
that prize-fishing is not the very back-bone of angling clubs ? Can you seriously 
believe, that by abolishing prizes and the fishing for them, you would thereby 
encourage angling. If so, you are grizvously mistaken. Let you and others who 
preach the same docriine put it into practice, by trying to establish a club or 
clubs on this principle, and you will soon find out the popularity and attrac- 
tiveness «f the scheme you advocate. These fulminatious read very nice 
and sound well, I admir, and the few quoted cases p int a moral and adorn a 
tale ; but what percentage do thes? cases bear to the general body of prize- 
fishers ? Dare you take upon yourself to condemn the mass for the sins of the 
few? Take away prize-fishing, and nineteen out of every twenty clubs would 
simply collapse, for there would be nothing to bring them together, and their 
interest in each would diea natural death. And inall sports and pass 
times, are not prizes the great attraction? In all the dai y pursuits of life you 
will find the same desire to win, and your Zeal and labour is kept up by the hope 
of a prize avits result. Yes, it is as certain as the laws ot the ‘* Medes and 
Persians,’’ that prize-fishing is a necessary concomitant of angling clubs as en- 
joyed by the great bulk of the working men, who have it not in their power to 
travel here, there, and everywhere, as, I dare say, ‘* Ravensbourne ” does in 
pursuit of their favourite sport, but must take it as best they may, and they 
are quite justified in competing for prizes, even though it leads in a few in- 
stances to the terrible evils ‘‘ Ravensbuurne’’ so glibly enumerates.—I am, &c., 

Liverpool, 29th March, 1883. R. Woo.salt. 


PRIZE FISHING. 

Sir —As friend Ravensbourne was so forward in askinz Mr. Inns what his 
society do with their funds, may I ask him; When he was a society man, how 
many preservation societies and other kindred societies hesubscribed to or he)ped 
his brother-members to subscribe to, up till the year 1882 ? 

Friend R. states that he has fished in several matches and taken several 








“prizes, and may I ask him how many prizes he has given for those that he has 


taken, and whether they were prizes from the funds of the club, or whether they 
were given by the members, and what were the weights of the fish these said 
prizes were taken with—whether under or over one pound? I am, &c. 
ROACHER. 
P.S.—Many thanks to friend Ravensbourne for his information on the silver 
hook. Bur it never does to trust’ to second-hand work. When Pixie requires 
any information he gains it in a more reliable way. Seeing is believing. 


PRIZE-FISHING AND PEG-DOWN MATCHES. 

S1r,—In read ng your issue of the 24th inst., I came across a valuable piece ot 
information for your readers, signed by one styling himself ‘‘ Harelug.’? If 
you will kindly grant mea small space in your columns, I will make a feeble 
attempt to rebut some of the p nderous statements therein centained. He 
states that, ‘in a town not a hundred miles from Manchester’’ (which, for the 
benefit of the ignorant, means Bolton), a fool (according to his Johnstonian 
theory) hooked, inthat monstrosity a peg-down match, a jack of 24 or 3 lb., 
which so astonished him that he backed into a hedge, let the reel run fora 
given quintity of minutes (the fish travelling through a network of lines be- 
longing to the neighbouring fishermen, I suppose), und completed the extrava- 
ganza by kicking Hsox Lucius up and down the towpath until ready for inter- 
ment, after which he is allowed to take first honours, notwithstanding the fish 
was landed by another man. 

To the fist of these allegations I beg to state that I have never seen a hedge 
defined in English as a stone wall, as was the case in this instance. As to the 
man being astonished, I will only say that older anglers than he have been 
astonished by a jack taking a bait when bottom-tishing in a canal, and without 


the fortunate termination appertaining to this affaic; andif ‘his striking did | 


speak volumes for the strength of his tackle,’’ it did what the writer’s delinea- 
tion never will in respect of his veracity. 

Now we c me tothe pith of his random assertions, which combine everything 
but truthfuluess. The man in question never kicked any fish about, nor yet 
took the first prize, being disqualified, and the man who landed it also. 

As regards his proposition respecting cheap travelling being obtained with- 
out belonging to clubs, it might perhaps, be a desirable thing to some_anglers ; 
but here I think the true meaning of this angler’s animosity to his imbecile 
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brethren lies disclosed to view, viz., he is too proud to belong to a working 
man’s angling association, and too selfish and penurious to support a subscrip- 
tion water. A man who cannot suit himself with a club in Bolton is hard to 
please, without doubt, as there are all descriptions. 

I will conclude by saying that the anglers of Bolton (and there are a few), Tam 
sure, will feel truly thankful to ‘‘ Harelug’’ for his good opinion of them, and 
also tor drawing attention to their demented condition, but will think with me 
that there is no greater fool than he who wishes to be thought a gentleman 
without possessing the natural charucteristics of one.—I am, &c., 

. W. 
Has only one jack ever been caught near Manchester as ety by 
 FTarelug ’’ P—ED. ] 








IRISH AGITATION AND ENGLISH SPORTSMEN, 
THE following letter appeared in the 7'z7zes of April 6: — 
‘To the Editor of the Z7z7zes. 


“«Sir,—Having recently* visited Ireland (county Mayo) for salmon 
and trout fishing, I was not very greatly surprised, but sorry, to find 
that places which were formerly very much frequented by English 
sportsmen have been almost. deserted since the commencement of the 
agitation. The fishermen have had to take to other work; the hotels 
have suffered; the salmon and trout have enjoyed high holiday. 

“‘ The object of this letter is to point out to English sportsmen that 
there is not the slightest ground for avoiding the Irish rivers, Joughs, 
and moors, and the splendid sport they afford. It is unquestionably 
true that a certain portion of the Irish people entertain bitter feelings 
against English rule, but towards English individuals no such feeling 





* An account of this will appearin the GAz&TTE shortly with much informas 
tion for English anglers. 








exists. As an American said to an English friend soon after the Tren¢ 
affair, ‘ We like your individuals, but we hate your nation,’so, I find, do 
many Irish men and womenlI met say now. It is wonderful to see that 


such a. matter as the mail contract was looked upon as 
another ‘‘insulé to JIreland;” the Irish papers were full 
cfit, and all shades of party united against the change. A great 


English ralway company was to be allowed to elbow out a little 
Irish company, although the latter had larger, swifter, and better 
boats, and had carrie1 on the service without losing a letter ora 
passenger for twenty-four years. I canno’ speak of the London and 
North-Western Railway boats, as [ did not cross in them; but I am 
informed that they are neither so large nor s) powerful as the Irish 
boats ; and considering the dirty weather which generally prevails in 
St. George’s Channel, and the fact that thousands of women and 
children have to cross'this uneasy sea, this is no slight matter—it 
may be one of life or death in some cases, 

In conclusion, I may add that having, with my wife, fished in wild 
parts of the country, and lived for some time in a district which has 
furnished its full share of agrarian crime, I can only say that our 
experience was that the chief danger an English individual runs in 
visiting Ireland is tobe killed by kindness, 

T am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
R. B, Marston, Hon. Secretary, National Fish 
Culture Association. 
Royal Courts Chambers, 2, Chancery Lane, W.C., April 3. 








Grorcr JAmrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sen} 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not, Patronised by some 
of the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices : 
Point Flies, 2s, 6d, per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 








Just published, complete in Six Volumes, price 9s. each. 


CASSELL’S NEW 


NATURAL HISTORY. 


Edited by Professor P. MARTIN DUNCAN, M.B., F.R.S. 


WIsd ABOUT TWO THOUSAND HIGH-CLASS 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


‘* No work so extensive has, to our know’elge, ever appear2d in this country, intended for popular reading.’’—‘‘ Atheneum.” 
‘* Unquestionably the best popular general work on zoology which has yet appeared.’’—*‘ Field.”’ 

‘* We unhesitatingly say it is unrivalled as a popular repertory of National History in all its branches.’?—‘‘ Land and Water.”? 
‘* The six volumes make a library in themselves, the usefulness of which can scarcely be overrated.’’—‘‘ Scotsman.”’ 


- *,* An Illustrated Prospectus giving detai's of the Contents of each Volume sent post free on application, 


CASSELL, PETTER, GALPIN and CO., Ludgate Hill, London. 





Just published, complete in One Handsome Volume, 35s, 


EUROPEAN BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS. 


* By W. F. KIRBY, 


Assistant in the Zoological Department, Britiss Museum, and Secretary to the Entomological Society of London, 


WITH SIXTY-ONE LIFE-LIKE COLOURED PLATES, 


*¢ Weether as a guide to scientific study, or an ornament to the library or drawing-room tabl2, the volume is worthy of a‘l t1e r2commendation we can bes‘ow 


on it.”—*‘ Saturday Review.” 


“ A magnificent and most comprehensive work, splendidly illustrated, each of the coloured plates including from ‘wo t» thirty specimens, with their favourit a 


plants, their caterpillars, and pups, 
“ Standard,” ‘ 


Mr. Kirby's description of the habi:s, habitat, and other particulars of the va-ious species is admirably thorough and clear,’? ~ 


CASSELL, PETTER, GALPIN and CO., Ludgate Hill, London. 





SALMON,GRILSE, TROUT 


And other Fishing in the Celebrated 
Locks Conn and Cullen, ete. 


0 FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. | 


TH: Newly invented ENAMELLED BROWN FISH 

HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dre.sers and bait 

makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and 

nish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust, 
For samples and prices address— 


CHARLES COURT, 
PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. 


Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, 





ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS, 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSIr THEIR COST! 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASS#NGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insuring aga’nst 





FOR SALE, 
VA and FRY of Gellaroo Trout, A speciality. Also 
Fario Fontinalis, Grayling, &c, Hatching apparatus 


THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, 


Begs leave to inform his friends and gentlemen that 


Accidents ot all kinds, 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1.000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £259,000, 
MoperaAts PREMIUMS, 


he has a Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, also Good Boats. Terms moderate. 


Apply to 
to CLARKE, 
Lough Conn Lodge, Cloughans, Ballina, 
: Co, Mayo, Ireland. 


(Lar ge Gillaroo Trout and Heavy Pike inthe Lake.) 


Wandle Trout for Sale. 


S OME thousand of the young fry of these celebra- 
ted fish will be ready for removal about the end 
of April. Price £4 per thousand. 


Apply to 
H.N.G., Hon. Sec. Wandle Fishing Association, 
~ The Cottage, Mitcham, Surrey, 








provided on any scale or system. 


Address—Manacrr, Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent. 


The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTKE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. Hy moving small catch at side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemenis, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Fo:warded free. 











The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screw- 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Hursehook and Tweezers. 
pi warranted of, finest quality, Price 7s,6d. Forwarded 
ree, 





FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassocks, Sussex. (stab. 1870.) 


Bonus allowed to Insurers after fiv2 years. 


£1,840,000. 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, G:and Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON. 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


SISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Byot Comiort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by PRICE’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London. 


MLLLION S. FARIO OVA now teady for 
A delivery, price 20s. per 1000; Fry, 40s. 
Fontinalis Ova, 30s.; Hry, 60s. Ferox Ova, 20s. ; 
Fry, 40s. Loch Leven Fry, gos. ; aud Hybrid Ova 
and Fry (various), Yearling fish of all the above 
varieties for sale until April 30.—T. ANDREWS, 
Westgate House, Guildford, 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously aid Skilfully Adminisered. 


DEAR S1r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives.—Yours truly, JNo, 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr. H, S. Park, 


H. S. 


PARE’S 


suffering acutely foc weeks from this, and have never been trou>led since.—Yours truly, Frevx, THompson, auctioneer, 
H, §&, PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqualfied Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


MAGNELISM, 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Jun2, 1832, 


MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to assure you that I received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RH&UMATISM. 


St. Ann’s Place, Manchester. 
I had been 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, 1880. 


DEAR Sir,—I can certainly say that I derived great berefit from the use of your Magne ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER. 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


H. 8. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘‘ Exerss,” Rheum 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength, 


align Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm’, Bron= 
—H.S. PARK, 60a, Market Street, Mancheste:. 





HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS. 


ISHINt; IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Wetis- 

ey, or o' ber rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 

shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 
Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 
medium of the 





Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which kas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views ofthe Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, &c., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &e., are numerous,’”?— 
Anglet’s Diary. 

Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
‘« The best in the. West of England.”’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
; South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING 
FREE, 


OPENING OF THE MOY, LOUGH CONN, 
AND BALLINA DISTRICT. 
Very peaceable and quiet part of the Country. 
For full particulars apply to 


FRANK HEARNS, 


(successer to Patt Heairns), 
Practical Fishing Kod and Fly Make, Bridge Street, 
Ballina, Co. Mayo, Ireland. 


P.S.—24 astferent pattern salmon flies to choose from, well 
tried for mny years, and known to be first-rate killers at 
home and abroad, Guaranteed to kill on any river or lake, if 
suited to size of water. One trial of trese flies s licited. 
Send for three thunder and Ji-htning flies, 3 lobster flies, 
3 Goshawk flies, and three sweep fiies. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 


VER Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ven- 
nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Mountain Air, 
Turkish, Russian, &c., Baths. ’Bus to every Train, Shel- 
tered from East Winds. Terms, per day, fiom 8s, €d.; per 
week, £2 12s. 6d.—CALLANDER Hypropatuic, Callander, 
Perthshire. 


CORWEN, NORTH WALES. 


TO ANGLERS. 

HE river Dee, so justly celebrated for its Salmon, Trout, 
and Grayling Fishing, is NOW OPEN for ANGLING, 
First-class accommodation in town and neighbourhood, 
Visitors will find it a delightful fishing retreat. For rules 
and other particulars address enclosing stamped addressed 
enveloge, JAmes Davivs, Secretary, Fishing Associatior, 
Corwen, North Wales. N,B.—Preserve extends over twelve 
miles, and presezved overtwenty-six yars, Tickets sold at 

Mr, Joun Hucues, Eagles Hotel, Corwen, 




















BRITISH ANGLERS 


Visiting the North-west of Ireland will find Comfo table 
Quarters inthe centre of the District at 


THE MOY HOTEL, 


BALLINA (Co, Mayo.) 
ROURKE, Proprietor. 


J ’ 


THE MOY (one of the most prelific Salmon rivers in 

the three Kingdoms) 1uns close to the Hotel ; fishing 

in it FREE onsome ground; casts above and be'ow 

the town, Loughs Conn, Cullen, Talt, Carra Lake 

Lough Gasky in the’neighbourhood all aff rding good 
fishing Free 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


J Ry penser! FLIES (GOOD in ANY 

STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S:.eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 




















ANARIES, CANARIES, in all varieties 

; of Prize blood, fur breeding or song, at 6s. to £3 the 

Pair; Mules, dark and light, 6s. to 15s. ; Goldfinches, Mull- 

Snches, Siskins, Linnets ; best working Ferrets in En; land, 

48. and 5s. each ; tame Kabbirs, 1s., 1s. 6d., 2s., 2s. 6d. each. 

—J. KH. Tuirxerrie, Naturalist, Grapes Hiil, Norwich. 
Established 1848 


ANTED.—A_ Responsible Sporting 

y or Hardware House as Agent to handle our 
Fishing Rods. Turned Stock, Reels, Baseball Bats, 
&c. Address—Thos. H. Cuusz, Pot Mills, 


Vermont, U S. 
KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
; Piscatorial Museum. 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the Frsuinc Gaznrte, 
“A. R.I.E.L.,” and other leading anglers, 
In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and16 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


RATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 

In Packets, 3d., oo and ls. each; postage 

extra. 

To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street 3 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 

treet Koad; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and ‘Go; 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmith’s Row, London. Nutting& Co, Rirming= 
ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Scns, Richmond. 
Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester. Perry, Read- 








ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool, Clough, Bath. “Ashton 
Sheffield. Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, "Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley. Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark. 


Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co, 


Wm. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, B, 


Geet AQUARIUM. — This Day.— 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’clock, p.m. 


[Ree AQUARIUM.—Electric  Ex- 
hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 
run of the !ectrical Exhibition, the Charge for Admission to 
the Royal Aquarium wi!] be 1 WO SHILLINGS after Six 


o’clock p.m. 


OYAL AQUARIUM —This Day.— 

\ Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 

prairie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr, 

sob White. These, the most extraordinary performing 

horses iu the world, are engaged at enormous expénse, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10.30. : 














S. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 


27, RUSSELL STREET 


COVENT GARDEN, 
Next door to the Albion Hotel. 


SUPFRIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS, 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. 


Rods Repaired on the Premises. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MTNNOW, WORM, &c 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 


Price One Shilling. 


130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. 
Lincolnshire. 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hatk. Fly List, one stamp. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS ON TROUT- 
FISHING. 


“‘Trou‘-fisbing has deserved, and has found, many enthu- 
siastic admirers, from the prose of Walton to. the poetry or 
Stoddart, and the prose-postry of Christopher North, But 
this pleasing, if occasionally disappointing, sport has never 
to our knowledge found any admirer half so lyrical as Mr. 
Thomas Ford.’’—Daily News. 

“Ic is most carefully written. The descriptions of 130 
Flies which it contains are most valuable, and in addition it 
has some sensible remarks on the various methods of fishing 
for trout, and the best tackle and rods to use. It is 
thorcugnly worth a shilling,”’—Fisuinc Gazerre. 

‘‘ The design of this handy book is to give anglers an in- 
sight into the mysteries of trout-fishing, (he instructions 
are plain, and matter of fact, and free from the pet names of 
the scientist.’””—Live Stock Journal. 

“The manua:, which seems to con‘ain all it is needful to 
know on the matter, will be welcomed by the angling fra- 
ternity.”—City Press. : 

“The author is a trout-4sher of wide experience, and he 
has treated the subject in aa able and business like manner. 
All allusions to entomology have been purposely omitted, and 
in their place we have an intelligent sportsman’s guide, 
written in such a lively strain as can hardly fail to command 
the interest of the general reader. In short, the work is a 
complete one in every respect, and he wio aims at anything 
like an intimate acquaintance wih th; wily trout shuld 
avail himself of a veteran’s experience by purchasing Mr, 
Ford’s valuable treatise.””,—Louth Advertiser. 

‘‘ The book is carefully written, free trom scientific hard 
words, and furnishes full lists and descrip:ions of artificial 
flies arranged according to months ’’— Exeter lying Post 

*‘ Invaluable in trout-angl.ng.’’—Bell’s Lite, 

“Mr, Thomas Ford, of Caistor, has issucd an interesting 
and withal useful work on trout-fishing. We are givea 
short, practical, and easily understood notes as to the dif- 
ferent modes of capturing the speckled beauties, Fishing 
with bo.h the natural and artificial fly, worm and minnow 
fishing areall touched upon, and other matters of import- 
ance tothe fisherman. ‘The work also contain: an elaborate 
list cf flies which both grayling and trout anglers will find 
full of interest.”,—Land and Water. 

“This is a remarkably handy little book, containing a 
great deal inasmalispace. We find a list of 130 trout- 
flies, many hivts concerning rods and lines, and a good deal 
of entomologica! intormation highly important to the trout- 
fisher.’’— Yorkshire Gazette, 

** The author of this little work is an experienced and en- 
thusiastic trout-fisher. In addition to a list of 130 artificial 
flies with a description of the materials uscd in dressiag 
them, Mr. Ford gives a classified list or fles arranged for 
the va ious months. A large proportion of the flivs are suit- 
table for the Yorkshire rivers.’’— Bradford Observer, 

** Anglers will find this an enthu iastic little handbook by a 
devoted adherent, For five-and-twenty years he tells 
us, trout - fishing has been his most agreeable 
pastime, and he now reveals all the secrets of his wide ex- 
perience forthe benefit of others. The directions are clear 
and explitit, and wil be found of the greatest service.’— 
Daily Chronicie. ‘ 











Post free from Author, Caistor, — 
Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays - 
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THAMES TROUT - FISHING. 
No. II.—SPINNING AND LIVE BAITING. 





THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN WEIRS AND OPEN WATER. 


By J. P. WHEELDON. 


ey spinning for large trout success depends a good deal upon 

the characteristics and temperature of the day upon which 
trialis made. It does not follow, however, by any means, be- 
cause a day is cold, dark, and lowering that heavy trout will not 
feed. But it does follow that upon such a day they will not feed 
in similar situations with regard to place and depth of water as 
they would if the day were balmy, bright, and sunny. ‘wo of the 
very best trout that I ever caught in my life were killed upon such 
days as would have deterred nine people out of ten from even 
making an attempt. One was in the teeth ofa very heavy rain- 
storm, with a thick water and bitterly cold wind blowing. The 
other was taken upon a day when the water was clear as gin— 
when for a whole week past a cruel wind, against the assaults of 
which it was almost impossible to stand, had been blowing dead 
from the east—when cattle had their coats staring the wrong way, 
when birds were silent, and when the budding hedgerows 
were covered with a white gritty powder, blown up from the 
roads, and every bursting leaf looked black and shrivelled up 
with the bitter, searching cold. That doesn’t sound trouty, I’m 
sure. Yet upon that day, when perished with cold myself, and 
my teeth chattering, I sat upon the timbers of an up-Thames 
weir, I was suddenly roused to warm, vigorous life by the un- 
looked-for sight and feel of the dash of a big trout at my bait. 
I was live-baiting, upon which much-debated process I shall have 
something to say presently, the lure being a big bleak. Twice 
that trout dashed up and stopped dead short, like a faint-hearted 
terrier aftera rat. I asked myself why? The angwer came quickly, 
and after-events proved that it was somewhere near the mark. 


There was not another bleak or fish of any description to be seen’ 


on the surface of the water that bitter day. My little fellow was a 
sadly isolated bleak, a pariah sort of bleak out on a bleak day, 
and I feel nearly confident that that trout asked himselfa question— 
What was he doing there all alone? It _ was difficult to say; so 
that, probably thinking discretion the wiser part, he left him. 
Then I put on a big gudgeon, which straightway bored down for 
the bottom, as soon as I pulled him out of the stream, and let 
him skedaddle across the eddy where that trout had his home. 
In one instant he had him, and struggling up to my feet I had a 
glorious fight for a quarter of an hour, with the wind howling 
round my ears, and piping a requiem to the fish on the strained, 
taut line. I treated myself after that. 
Thus, if the day turned out to be cold and keenly chilly, I should 
still not entirely despair, but should simply use a heavier bait, and 
whether in open water or a weir, spin deeper. I should naturally 
fancy my chance a great deal more if it were a sunny and tear- 
ful day, when little shoals of dace and roach were bobbing about 
and leaping amidst the foam of the fall; but if it was cold as the 
charity of one’s fellow-men—and surely there is nothing under 
heaven much colder than that—I should not completely despair 
until the grey of the evening had fairly set in. Then I should go 
home. 

In choosing a place for haphazard fishing at a weir-head, 
always pick out that particular bay where the dace are leaping. 
A trout is nearly certain to be there or thereabouts ; but this 
advice is suggested supposing that the operator does not know 
exactly where a fish is in the habit of lying. If he has that 
knowledge and is there first, my adviceis, Never leave 2m. Do not 
keep pegging at him with the spinning-bait all day long, because 
he will soon come to know that it is not the right thing, good as 
itlooks. Rather wait for the gentleman’s pleasure. When you 
see him roll over, or come rollicking through the foam, then 
drop it quietly in front of him, and ‘‘tiddle” it nicely across the 
|foamy run. He’ll very likely slap at it if the alluring thing only 
fcomes freshly before him. Itis much as somemen marry. They 
eee depend on it, if they knew all about the show before- 

and. 
ee than half the success of Thames trouting consists in 
knowing exactly where a fish feeds. In open water trout nowa- 
days take up with the very queerest quarters, driven from their 










natural haunts by the never-ceasing traffic on the river. The 
wisest plan, if it be known precisely where his lordship hangs out, 
is to wait upon him day by day, and only fish for him when he is 
feeding. If he is harried and worried hour after hour with a 
spinning-bait, he probably will not look at it when the time really 
comes. This theory, of course, applies solely to the Thames 


| trout proper, and not to the importations put in at Maidenhead, 


Marlow, and elsewhere. Any time does for them, and one 
hour is as good as another, and perhaps better. But, then, they 
are not Thames trout; and handsome fish as they are, and valuable 
acquisitions to the river as they unquestionably have become, there 
is not the same supreme satisfaction in killing a “‘ Wycombeite,” 
even if he is a five or six-pounder, as there isin ‘“ circumwentin,” 
a genuine unadulterated ‘‘ Thames-er.”’ 

And nowI come to the greatly-derided, scoffed-at principle 
and, system of live-baiting, and I say unhesitatingly that there has 
been more mawkish sentiment and gassy twaddle talked about 
this perfectly legitimate process of fishing, than about any other 
under the sun. I altogether deny the assertion that it is a poach- 
ing method of fishing, that it is unskilful, or that there isso much 
greater ait in spinning, as to make the one the sole and only 
method which should be adopted bya gentleman, while the other 
is fit only fora poacher and pot-hunter. I happen to have the 
pleasurable acquaintance of sundry very eloquent and most noble 
piscatory seigniors, who in public would not do the remotest bit 
of black-sheep business in the world. In private—ahem!—take 
my word for it, they'll catch fish—honestly if they can, but they 
will catch ’em, and tell you a rare yarn, too, when they’ve got 
"em, about the delicate quality of the tackle employed and 
their own superhuman skill in landing ’em. Another thing I have 
noticed, and that is, that the people who froth and fuss most 
about the iniquity of live-baiting, are the very folks who put it in 
practice themselyes upon every opportunity. Such men kill a 
spanking great trout in the Thames, or a huge basket of pound- 
and-a-half or two-pounders in a stream, but the one has been 
taken spinning—nothing but spinning, dear boys; and, as for the 
Alexandra fly—perdition seize the Alexandra—they would not cast 
one to save their souls. Why, certainly—not ! 

I recollect seeing a first-class trout-fisher at work at a Thames 
weir, and he was live-baiting. He had just killed a lovely 5-Ib. 
fish, and, as I came up, had, in the most sportsmanlike way, 
“‘scooted”’ for another bay, where he and I both knew there was 
a much bigger one. Of course, so far as my own fishing was 
concerned, I was settled, so that I put the best face I could on the 
matter, and joined him simply to look on. He told me con- 
fidentially that he had never used a live-bait before inall his long 
life until, singularly enough, that very morning. The puntsman 
put his forefinger—I believe he was a Grand Mason, or Worthy 
Buffalo, or something of the kind, so that I easily accounted 
for the gesture—along the side of his nose, and winking dia- 
bolically at me, he ejaculated the word ‘“‘ Walker” in grave and 
solemn tones. I sniffed. Moreover, I both thought and said 
that the atmosphere smelt a little sultry; on which my friend 
of the live-bait agreed. He did not mean what I did, though, 
for all that. 

Besides that, look at the injustice of the thing, when viewed 
from the Amateur zv. Professional point of view. Ido not say, 
or even hint for a moment, that the good and reliable profes- 
sional Thames fishermen, such men, say, to select a few names 
only, as Harry Wilder, Ned Andrews, William Milbourne, Bob 
Plummer, or a round dozen or more of others whom I could 
name, would deliberately go and kill a grand trout, and then ask 
gentlemen customers down to fish for him, while, may be, at that 
very minute, he was in the larder or the pot. But, if they wouldn’t, 
there are others who would, and nobody knows it better than 
Ido. Not only that, but there are scores of river-side loafers, so- 
called “ professional fishermen,” on the score of their ownership of 
agentle-box, an oldand leaky punt, a dozen worms,a littlemouldy 
moss, and a bit of bran, and, take my word for it, wherever a big 
trout feeds, they are at him, morning, noon, and night. Do they 
spin forhim? Not much. Their little game is to go at morn, 
long before the early village cock heralds the peep of day, and, 
putting out two live-baits, one on each side of the pust, there 
they sit till dewy eve. Why, bagging that trout is reduced to an 
absolute certainty, and prospective booze can be calculated down 
to the last pint. In the face of that, there are hundreds of men 
who spend scores and scores of pounds in the course of every 
year in the attempt to get a Thames trout, never getting one after 
all; but they, forsooth, must stick to spinning, or be considered 
out of the pale of piscatorial ‘ sasiety.”’ 

Rubbish, say I; and worse than rubbish, when those who pub- 
licly decry the practice make use of it themselves in private. But 
now just Jet me give a short description of the tackle which I use 
personally in this dreadfully unsportsmanlike method of fishing, 
and then 1 will wind up my reel for good. To begin with, the 
rod must be very light and supple, and quite in keeping with the 
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delicate quality of the line. It is fairly clear, I fancy, that when 
this line consists of simply an undressed silk, not a bit thicker 
than that generally in use for Nottingham corking under the 
boughs for chub, it would hardly bear the strain and sweep of a 
heavy rod, unless it were in the hands of an absolute master. 
Thus my rod is simply a chub-rod, full of play and freedom, or 
one that could be used in tight corking for barbel, or, at a pinch, 
throwing a blackslug under somechub boughs. It is 13 feet long, is 
very light, and has small standing ‘‘Bell’s Life” rings, the best rod 
rit g of all to my mind, and invented by Gregory, of Birmingham. 
My wioch is a fast Nottingham, holding close upon 200 yards, if 
not a bit more, of very fine plaited silk, not very much thicker, if 
any at all, than one’s tailor would use for sewing a coat button on. 
That winch is carefully oiled before use, and blackleaded inside 
thecheekplate. It goes just as fast as—well, it goes very fast. 

Now, my gut bottom is a fine, tapered fly-cast of 3 yards in 
length, to the thinnest end of which I whip two small Kendal 
sneck perch-hooks—not triangles—one an inch below the other. 
Three feet above the hooks I affix one good, large shot, if for 
open water, or two or three forthe heavy run of a weir. Upat 
the very top of the gut length, and just below the loop where the 
running line is attached, I have a tiny float—a bit of cork shaped 
in oval fashion from a phial bottle cork is quite big enough, and 
there the tackle is complete. In baiting, select a good-sized lively 
bleak, and put the upper of the two hooks through doth lips. Be 
careful not to pinch or squeeze the bait, for it is a delicate little 
fish, and won’t stand much knocking about. 

The hook is put through both lips so as to prevent the bait 
drowning, a feat which is easily accomplished if the little bleak 
is left to strain and pull with his mouth wide open, the hook 
being through the upper lip only, in a heavy or even gentle run of 
water. 

All being complete, and the bay of the weir reached where it 
is known a trout feeds, drop the bait gently over in the rush of 
water, and when it has gone down some little way, bring it quietly 
up again, until the bait works in his very home. In such a place, 
with a very hurly-burly of fiercely heaving water, and unknown 
dangers in the shape of great sunken blocks of granite, the spurs 
of the weir itself, and that very nice harbour of refuge, the apron, 
for a hooked trout to bolt under and contend against, what a very 
tad fisherman and sportsman a man must be who successfully pilots 
an 8 lb. or ro lb. trout to shore at the end of that bit of thread! 
Very bad indeed! but for all that I’ll back the performance, taking 
the relative strength of the two classes of tackle employed as the 
hinge upon which the merit of the thing turns, against the finest 
bit of salmon-fishing that was ever talked or written about. 

In fishing open water, the best plan will be, supposing the punt 
to be moored a proper distance above the place where the fish 
usually breaks water, to have the tackle ready to drop down to 
him the instant he plunges up to the top. Ifhe comes at it, and 
you see him coming, pull it gently away from him with a long 
sweep of the rod backwards and over your shoulder. If he means 
business he’ll have it in a twinkling, thinking, if he thinks at all, 
that the bait is making an effort to escape. If you let it remain 
perfectly still he ay yet take it, although the other dodge is the 
most certain. Then, if itis, anything like a big fish, and even sup- 
posing thatthere are no stubs or hidden piles, no projecting roots 
from the bank, no weed-beds, no tackle traps of any description, 
and all is plain sailing, let me tell you that, in the words of that 
mariner who appealed to Heaven to help him against the Polar 
bear, ‘‘you’ll see an almighty fight.” 








SALMON AND TROUT FISHING IN IRELAND. 





By R. B. Marston. 


B3 I were asked to name a place where the ordinary angler for 

salmon and trout would be most likely to meet with sport, I 
should say Ballina,* county Mayo, Ireland. I say “ordinary 
angler,’ because the fortunate individual who has liberty to fish on 
some of the celebrated preserves of Scotland is not likely to ask 
the question, though I doubt whether any part of Scotland affords 
better fishing than is to. be had, free of charge, in County 
Mayo. 

The journey from London to Ballina is one of nearly five 
hundred miles; the pleasantest part of it is that from Euston to 
Holyhead, in the steady but tremendously fast mail train, the 
‘Wild Irishman,” and from Dublin to Ballina, in the compara- 
tively very slow Midland and Great Western train. Of the passage 
across St. George’s Channel, the best that can be said is that its 
unpleasantness is reduced in great measure by the splendid 
accommodation afforded on the powerful boats of the Dublin 
Steam Packet Company, which, in the interests of the travelling 








* Pronounced Balynar, 


public, it is sincerely to be hoped will not be superseded by 
smaller and less powerful ones. 

The country through which the line from Dublin to Ballina runs 
is flat and uninteresting for the most part. At Athlone we cross 
the Shannon, and then for several miles skirt the borders of the 
fine and very extensive Lough Ree, through which the Shannon 
passes. At Athlone Station a man was offering trout and jack for 
sale—the jack were diminutive, wretched-looking things, but the 
Shannon trout were very fine and in good condition: a few of the 
three-pounders we saw would make a splendid basket. 
stations evidence of the unsettled state of the country was to be 
seen, in the shape of members of the Royal Irish Constabulary, | 
who paraded the platforms and peered into each carriage, appa- 
rently in search of the mysterious No.1 They area fine body of 
soldier-like men, very civil and smart. After leaving Roscommon, 
many large and small lakes are seen on each side the line, and an 
angler who could sparea few weeks to explore them would meet 
with his reward. At Foxford, we cross the branch of the Moy 
which flows out of Lough Cullen, ‘The Midland and Great 
Western Railway Company have the right to issue tickets for a 
good stretch of the Moy, at Foxford: these can be obtained on 
application to the very ¢ourteous manager of the line, Mr. J. E. 
Ward, at Broadstone Station, Dublin. In June and July, many 
fine fish are killed on this portion of the river. 

But here we are, at Ballina at last; and very pleasant it was, 
after a long journey and rough crossing, to find ourselves in our 
comfortable sitting-room, at the Moy Hotel. Mr. Rourke, the 
proprietor, and his good lady did everything in their power to~ 
please us and make our visit an agreeable one; and I can safely 


At all the © 


say that the angler who is not satisfied with the Moy must be — 


hard to please. 

Mr. Rourke was determined that if I did not see all that was 
to be seen of the fishing capabilities of the neighbourhood, it 
should not be his fault; and he commenced his self-imposed 
task the very evening of our arrival by taking me to the salmon 
weirs to see some salmon caught. Sol had hardly been in the 
quite little town of Ballina an heur before I found myself for 
the first time on an Irish car. 
anything of the “rules of the road,” these cars would afford a 
very pleasant means cf getting about the country; but 
thev do not, and the consequence is, that on market-days—and 
every day seemed a market-day at Ballina—you are constantly 
under the impression that your knee-caps will be knocked off by 
the passing carts, or donkeys with peat panniers. ‘Ihe persistent 
manner in which Paddy and his mothers and sisters and cousins 
and aunts will keep to the wrong side of the road is simply ex- 
asperating. Arrived at the salmon weirs, we found that some eight 
or nine fish, averaging about 10 lb. each, had been taken ; and as 
this weir fishery wili be an object of interest to any visitor to 
Ballina, I will give a short description of it. Just above the town 
a ledge of rocks breaks the steady course of the Moy, and forms a 
series of small falls, to the foot of which the tide runs—Ballina 


If the Irish country-people knew ~ 


being only some five miles from the sea. The lease of the Ballina | 


salmon fishery is held by a company, of which the late much- 
respected Mr. Little was the founder and manager. Mr. Little 
was amost liberal man, and gave free permission to anglers to fish 


inthe fishery waters above and below the falls, the only stipula- — 


tion being that fish caught were either to be given up or paid for 


at the market value, and rarely did a successful angler, on giving — 
up his fish, go away without receiving a fine one as a present, for — 


Mr. Little recognised that angling visitors were an advantage to 
the town and deserved to be encouraged. It is no uncommon 
thing for six or seven boats to be seen on the casts between the 
quay and the weirs, every one holding an angler “‘ engaged ”’ with 
asalmon. More than a thousand salmon have been taken at one 
haul of the net here, and in the season tons of fish are despatched 
daily to Liverpool and J.ondon. 
recent date the Moy salmon fishing was confined to the lower 


Up to within comparatively a — 
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waters; the fishery proprietors adopted the short-sighted policy of 


placing ‘‘ wires,” 7.2, strong wire gratings across the river, so that 
no fish could ascend the river to the spawning beds in the upper 
Moy and the Lough Conn tributaries. But the energetic action © 


yi 
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of one or two noblemen and gentlemen has altered all this: the — 
‘‘wires”? are done away with, a wide space in the centre of the © 


weirs has been opened, called the ‘‘ Queen’s Gap,” and through | 
this the fish find their way in thousands to the spawning-beds, - 


Standing on the footbridge over the Queen’s Gap, the angler has — 


an encouraging prospect before him. Ballina, or the greater 
portion of it, lies on his left hand as he looks down stream; on his 
right is the fine Roman Catholic cathedral and the Protestant 
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church; below are two substantial, handsome stone bridges; all — 

round is the rushing river. Immediately below the weir is one of 
the best casts on the Moy, along, broken stream with a deepish | 
tail, in which the salmon rest before breasting the gap or going to — 
their deaths into the traps which extend from it to either bank, | 


These traps consist of enclosed spaces of the weir, about 40 feet 
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square, the sides being stone walls and the ends wooden railings. 
‘The lower railing is V-shaped, the point of the V being turned 
in ; the fish enterthe wide part of the V, and find a convenient 
opening at the end, through which they pass intothe enclosed space, 
and are then caught by men with gigantic landing-nets. These 
men are very expert in the use of these nets. The planis to walk to 
the top of the trap where the water rushes in through a straight 
wooden grating, insert the net, and then rapidly run it straight 
dowr the trap; one man takes one side, and one the other. A 
few draws are sufficient to ascertain if there is a fish in the trap 
or not—for the water is often too much coloured to see the 
bottom. Contact with a fish sends an electric shock along the net 
handle, a grunt from one of the men teils his comrade a fish has 
been felt, they redouble their energy, and ina very short timea 
splendid silvery fish is hauled out molens volens, and placed in the 
fish tank to await death, weighing, and packing. Many seals 
frequent the mouth of the Moy, and the fish have to run the 
gauntlet of these expert fish killers. I saw several fish which had 
been deeply scarred by seal, and one or two affected by disease 
which, to me, did not present the appearance of saprolegnia 
ferax—the scales and flesh seemed eaten away, and the pink flesh 
was showing ; but the men assured me it was a disease, and not 
a wound from seal teeth. But it is getting very chilly out here 
on the river in this north-east wind, and too dark to see more, so 
we will leave the river for this evening, and get back to the Moy 
and have a chat with Frank Hearns, our “ F. G.’”’ Correspondent, 
who is waiting for us at the hotel. 


(To be continued.) 





ANOTHER “ FISHING GAZETTE” ANGLERS’ 
TOURNAMENT. 


ae committee of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society and some 

other we!l-known anglers have decided to have another tour- 
nament in aid of this deserving charity, similar to the “ First ” 
and ‘“Second ” FisHiInG GAZETTE Tournaments, which were held 
in 1881 and 1882. Wetrust, as faras the weather goes, the 
similarity may be as different as possible. It is considered that 
in view of the large numbers of anglers who will visit the Exhibi- 
tron that there is every chance of success, as provincial and foreign 
anglers are sure to be interested in seeing the various and scien- 
tific styles of casting used by the Thames and Trent anglers. We 
trust that some of our American visitors—-notably that great 


angler, Mr. Reuben Wood—will attend, and show us in actual prac~ - 


tice that wondrous long-distance fly- casting with the split cane 
rods. 
informs us his duties as angling editor of Forest and Stream will 
probably prevent his attendance. The exact date for the affairis 
not fixed yet, but it will be in June, before the end of the close 
season. It would be a great mistake to hold it later, because how- 
ever great the attractions of this sham-fishing, like sham-fighting, 
it loses all interest when the campaign opens in earnest, and the 
angler, after months of impatient waiting, is once more free to 
visit those quiet country scenes and fishful waters so dear to him. 
A committee is to be appointed to make arrangements, and we 
shall keep cur readers well posted in what is being done, We 
shall be happy to acknowledge any gifts which anglers, clubs, or 
our fishing-tackle firms may make as prizes, and offer a framed 
oleograph of a painting after Targett, called ‘‘ An Evening’s 
Fishing.” 





——. 


THE FISHERIES PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING of the Council of this Association was held on 
Friday, the 6th inst, the Duke of Northumberland in the 
chair. 
~ The meeting was called mainly to consider a Bill which had 
been framed by Mr. Willis-Bund ‘‘to make better provision for 
the prevention of the pollution of rivers and streams from mines,” 
Ne to decide whether it would be advisable to introduce the 
| measure in the present session. 
| The Bill, the provisions of which were fully explained by Mr. 
Wiliis-Bund, was then carefully considered, as was also the 
advisability of bringing it in during the present session. 

The Council, while they were quite of opinion that further 
legislation was urgently needed for the better prevention of pollu- 
tion by mines, came, however, to theconclusion, after a consider- 
| able deliberation, that before bringing forward any measure of 
the kind, whether in the shape of the present Bill or ofa short one 
simply to amend the “‘ Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876,” it 
was expedient first of all to demonstrate to Parliament the 
necessity for the proposed further legislation, and that necessity 
they believed could be best shown by— 

“ Areturn of all proceedings instituted in any County-court in 
England and Wales for the prevention of the pollution of rivers 
under the ‘ Rivers Pollution Prevention Act, 1876.’ ” 










We had hoped Mr. Fred Mather would come over ; but he- 








Such being their opinion, his Grace the Chairman accordingly 
engaged to move for the return, and in the terms above stated, at 
an early date in the House of Lords. ; 

Another matter that came under the notice of the meeting was 
that of the amendments in the Government's ‘‘ Rivers Conservancy 
and Floods Prevention Bill,” which the Council last year proposed 
for adoption by Mr. Dodson, who then, as now, had charge of the 


| Bill, and which amendments, through Lord Percy, M.P., they last 


year placed on the notice paper of the House of Commons. 

Asit appeared thatnone of these amendments had been in- 
serted in the Government Bill of the present session, the Council 
resolved on having them placed again this session on the House 
of Commons notice paper. The proposed amendments, it was 
stated, consisted—first, of one giving power to the ‘Conservancy 
Boards,” created by the Bill to enforce the ‘Rivers Pollution 
Prevention Act”; while of the others, one was to compel the 
restoration of fish-passes if disturbed by operations under the 
‘Rivers Conservancy and Floods Prevention Act,” the remaining 
amendments being for the protection in various other ways of the 
fisheries. 

The announcement was made that Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., 
had been unanimously elected a member of the Council. 

‘The business of the meeting then ended. 








AN IMPROVED FISHING GREEL. 


Se time ago, an angling friend—Mr. G. Yarde—had a tin 
fishing creel made, in which he introduced several improve- 
ments over the ordinary tin creel as used in Cumberland; but we 
will let Mr. Yarde describe the creel and its advantages himself. 
In a letter to us he says: “‘ At the commencement of last trouting 
season, I was fishing with a friend who had a tin creel—it was in 
reality merely a tin box, with a strap to carry it, like an ordinary 
pannier, but I soon found that it had the following very great 
advantages over the ordinary wicker basket or creel :— 


(1) It kept the fish from the air, consequently, they were 
fresher and quite moist, and, in fact, looked as if 
just killed, even after a hot day’s fishing. My fish, on 
the other hand, were shrivelled and dried up (as the 
air gets through the interstices in the wicker-work), 

‘ and, as compared with my friend’s dish of fresh fish, 
mine looked more like Yarmouth bloaters. 

“*(2) The tin could be, of course, washed out, and retained no 
unpleasant smell, whereas no amount of washing will 
entirely remove the ‘ancient and fish-like smell’ of a 
wicker creel. 

(3) Being flat on the top and bottom, it formed a very 
capital seat at lunch time. = 

‘© (4) It is much stronger and more durable than the wicker 
creel or basket. My friend had used his for ten years, 
and it,was still perfectly sound; and it does not 
require any special fastening to keep the lid down, as 
it is kept shut by the pressure of the sides forming a 
catch for the flange of the lid. Being japanned 
inside and out, it never gets rusty. 


“On returning to town, I had a tin creel made, with a few im- 
provements of my own, and I used it for the remainder of the 
season. It answered so admirably, and was in every way so 
superior to the wicker basket or creel which I have used for the 
last twenty years, that I shall never use any but a tin creel in 
future. 

‘‘T have given Messrs. Gillett and Co., of 40, Fetter Lane, my 
pattern, as several trout-fishing friends wanted tin creels, and 
they have made them admirably, and now supply them at 5s. 6d.— 
a very moderate price indeed.” 

Having recently, when trout-fishing, used a creel made from 
Mr. Yarde’s pattern, we can safely endorse every word he says in 
its favour. Even in point of eleanliness it ought to supersede the 
old wicker creel—which acts like a rasp on the fish, scraping off 
the slime and secreting it in its thousands of crevices, whence no 
washing will drive it. We recommend it for all kinds of fish: it 
keeps them so beautifully fresh and moist, that when you get 
home in the evening your fish look limp and bright, the colours 
are fresh, and the fins stand out as when just caught, instead of 
being stiff and shriveiled up. : 

Another advantage of a creel like this, which Mr. Yarde has 
forgotten to point out, is that it prevents your fish losing 
weight, and no slime or moisture can ooze through to your coat, 
as we have often experienced when the ordinary creel gets pretty 
full. In a case of urgency or emergency you can even use this 
creel as a live-bait can. 

We can strongly recommend our readers to see this new creel 
for themseives at Messrs. Gillett’s, 40, Fetter Lane. : 

As regards the point raised by a correspondent recently respect- 
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ing partitions in the creel for lunch and tackle, after carefully 
considering the matter, we think it is not advisable to have them; 
it is betier to carry them separately in a small soft leather or 


mzckintosh bag slung over the other shoulder. Partitions take 
up too much room inside, and are too clumsy if added outside the 
creel, and it is advisable to distribute the weight to be carried as 
muchas possible. The mackintosk coat is the greatest nuisance 
to carry. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS' BENEVOLENT ‘SOCIETY. 

Since my last 1eport I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 Is. 
donation from the Act on the Square Angling Scciety, and the annual gilt, a 
handsome pain ing, from Greville Fennell, Esq, in aid of the funds of the 
An_lers’ Benevolent Sosie'y.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

When secretaries require the donation box st their club-house cpened, if 
they will forward me one week's notice, members of the committee will attend 
for that purpose, or I will fo:waid a key to the society.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 








The members’ subscriptions become dueon May 1, 1883. Secretaries and 
members are requested to forward to the general secretary forthwith the list of 
names and addr sses of memb.r-, with Is. Id, each member’s subscription, on 
receipt of which cards of membership will be forwarde4. No application for 
assistance can be entertained un’ess the annual subscription has becn previously 

aid, 

N.B.—Secretaries and members are earnestly requested to use their best 
endeavours in soliciting donations for the society, to enabie the commitiee to 
carry out the good waik so succes:fully c.mmenced.—R. GHURNEY, general 
sec. : 

*.* Donation boxes for club-rooms may be had on application to the general 
secretary. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The above: mentioned society's smoking concert took place on Wednesday, 
and was a great success. Several brother anglers, from clubs in the north, south, 
east, and west of London, honoured us with a visit, and expressed themselves 
highly pleased with the hearty reception accorded them. Mr. Pullen, as 
chairman, and Mr. France, as vice-chairman, conducted the business of the 
evening with great tact, thereby making one and all happy and jolly.—MIL¥s 
DovuGHtY, sec. 


CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGL‘NG SOCIETY. 
The fifth annual dinner of the above society will take place on Wednesdiy 
evening, the 18th inst., when a goodly number of members and friends is 
anticipated. 


April to’ h. 


F IFRIENDLY ANGLERS, GREAT YARMOUTH. 

Our members were out on April 1, at Cantley, «nthe river Yare. Weather 
rather bad, being too much wind. Mr. Watson succeeded in fanding several 
fine perch, one of which weighed 14 0z. Mr. Chapman and Mr. Easter caught 
about 641b. If the weather holds out fine our members will be out on the 


8th. Our mee'ings will fur the future be held on Mond yy iustead of Thursday. 
--T. BULLY, sec. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a large attendance of member's and friends at our club on April 3, 
whes Mr, P. Geen read his paper on the * Bett r Organisation of London 
Anglers.’? It isa clever paper, and worthy the serious ccnsideration of the 
London anglers. I hope it will be printed so that all anglers may read it fur 
themselves, then I have no fear of the result. April 10 being quarterly night 
there was a large at endance of members, and some u-eful and important busi- 
ness was gone through. Mr. T. Crumplen has kindly engaged to re d his paper 
entitled ** The Life of a Fish,”’ at our club on Tuesday, May 1. All anglers are 
kindly invited; chair taken at 9 pm.—R. Murpny. 





GRAFTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The in ugural dinner of the above society was held at the club-rooms King’s 
Aims, Suu'ton Grounds, Victoria Street, Westminster, on Tuesday last, at 
eight o'clock Covers were laid for twenty-two, who sat down to a dinner 
placed on the table by Mr. J. Grafton, the treasurer, with a generosity worthy 
of his experience. Mr. J. H. Gaunt’, the energetic hon. sec. of the R'chmond 
Piscatorial Society, who, at great personal inconvenience owing to ill health, 
occupied the chair, and Mr. H. J. Bradberry, the hon. sec. of the Grafton Pis- 
catorial Society, the vice-chair, After the cloth had been cleared, the toasts of 
‘*The Queen” and ‘* The Princs and Princess of Wales and the zest of the 
Royal Family,”’ followed by the National Anthem and ‘‘ God Bless the Prince 
of Wales,’’ were enthusiastically given. In proposing the toast of the evening 
* The Grafton Piscatorial Society,’’ the chairman spoke in complimentary terms 
of the energy of Mr. J. Grafton (after whom the society is named) ; and, after 
giving sound advice to the members, prognosticated a bright future for the 
Grafton Piscatorial Society. Mr. H. J, Bradberry, the secretary, in rep'y 
referred to the short time the society had been extant, and to the difficulties 
which had been experienced, but all had been happily surmounted, and the 
society was progressing as well as their members and patrons could wish: it was 
a matter of surprise how much had been done in the short time they had been 
enrolled. He knew that the chairman had his heart entirely in the interest of 
piscatorial sport, and the objects of the society were in the same directicn ; 
In the name of the members and patrons of the society, he thanked the 
chairman for the great interest he had expressed in their prosperity. A valuable 
silver cup, for specimen roach, given by Mr. J. Grafton, was then presented by 
the chairman, who, in congratulating Mr. E. H. Smith (the winner), said that 
he did not wonder at the prize being won by Mr. Smith, for he was also in the 
habit of taking many valuable prizes from the Richmond Piscatorials, and was 
an earnest and accomplished angler. Mr. E. H. Smith, in replying to the 
toast, ‘‘ The Prize Winrer,”’ stated that it gave him very great pleasure in 
seeing so many good old anglers present. It was a great honour for him to 
receive so valuable a prize at the hands of the chairman. He trusted that in 
the ensuing year such a cup wou!d be taken by some cther member, a more 


experienced angler, of whom there then were many around him. As it had 
fallen to his hands, he had great pleasure in filling and handing the social cup 
round and praying that each gentleman would drink deeply to the great success 
of the Grafton Piscatorial Society. He had worked hard to make this, his pet 
society, a success, and he could not sufficiently «xpress his feeling at the result 
this evening—it far surpassed all his expectations. In conclusion, he had but 
one favour to ask: that each member should work hand in hand, plying his 
shoulder to the wheel, and he fe t confident on the success of the Grafton Pis- 
catorial Society. He cou'd not but express the satisfaction he felt at seeing 
the hon. scc. of the Richmond Piscatorial Society in the position of 
chairman, knowing that it was a severe strain «n his present state of heal h, 
and he regretted to hear that he (Mr. Gaunt) would have to vacate the chvir 
before the conclusion of the meeting. Mi. W. Feazey, in proposing ‘Prosperity 
to the Thames Angling Preservation Society,’’ alluded to the letter which had 
appeared from Mr. Clench recently in the d/orning Advertiser, and assured 
the meeting that it had not been lost sight of by the committee. The chair- 
man said that be was afraid that, unless the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society received better assistance fr m the fishing clubs generally, it would 
soon be all over with the preservation of fish in the Thames. The Thames 
Angling Preservation Society had placed tons of fi-h in the Thames, and they 
had notreceived that assistance and support, he regretted to say, from the 
Thames Conservators which they had a right t» expect. The object of the 
society was ta preseive fish in the interest of the poorer anglers, who could not 
fish at great distances from Londun ; but if the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society did not receive more support from the numerous fishing socicties, the 
{ime was not far distant when the sport of the poorer angler would be con- 
siderably curtaled. The chairman strongly recommended that the Gra‘ton 
Piscatoral Society should subscribe annually t> the funds. Ocher toas s, 
inc uding ‘* The Chairman,”’ by Mr. E H. Smith; ‘The Host (Mr. Grafton),”’ 
by Mr. Smidt ; ‘* The Vice-Chairman,” by Mr. E. H. Smith ; ‘* Our Patrons,’’ 
replied to by Mr. Parsons, of the firm of Mess:s. Davis, | it lewood and Co., 
were given and received with enthusiasm. After each toast songs were sung, and 
Messrs Cars ns, Richardson, Bassett, Jones, Goff, Lill, and Grafion di-tin- 
guished themselves. Mr. Grafton officiated at the organ, and gave sume o‘ hs 
pleasing selectiors with g:eat effect ; but as everyone seemed of one accord to 
do his level best, distinctions are alinost invidious. Mr. Gaunt, thr ugh i Iness, 
having to leave earlier than waa expected, Mr E. H Smith occupied the chair 
duiing the remain¢er of the proceedings. ‘‘Old Lang Syne’’ concluded a 
m ost successful and enjoyable evening. 





HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our return visit took place last Monday evening, when, although only 12 
clubs were represented, we had a very pleasant company, and an enjoyable 
evening was spent. Mr. A. Williams in the chair, faced by Mr. W. Ryder. 
The next general return visit goes to the Woolwich Br.s, who were well 
represented on the occasion —C. J. Muir, Sec. 





MAIDSTONE ANGLING CLUB. 

The first annual nfteting of the above Club was held at the Star Hotel on 
Friday evening week, when Mr. W. Pine occupied the chair, and there was a 
good attendance of members. The annual report stated that the Society nov 
numbered 160 members, and had during the year done a good deal to put an 
end to poaching and unfair fishing in the river. It had 1eceived the greatest 
support from the Corporation of Maidstone and the riparian owners. Five or 
six nets had been seized, acd were now at the clubhouse. A trout nursery had 
been set up for the purpose of stocking the 1iver wih trout. After the 
payment of all expenses it was stated that there was a balance in hand of 
£10 12s. 4d, The report was considered very satisfactory. Mr, J. Keeley was 
appointed hon. sec., end Mr. J. Newing assistant secretary and collector. It _ 
was decided that the Committee should at once appoint a permanent water 
bailiff to watch and protect the river between Allington Lock and East Lock, 
and a Vigilance Commit!ee was appointed to watch for night poachers It 
was also decided to deal with the question of pollution, and to cede about half 
a mile of water between Hartlake and East Lock to the Tunbridge Society. 
Several othe- important matters were d alt with, and a very successful mee ing 
clesed, shortly before cleven, with a vote of thanks to the Chairman.—Yu 
Mepway Water Rat, 





PECKHAM BROTHERS, 
_ The annual dinner of this soc ety will ta'e place at Mr. Reed's, the Prince 
Consort, E«st Surrey Grove, Peckham, on April 24. Mr. Brodie, the president 
of the society, will take the chair, assisted by Mr. W. Matthews. Tickets to 
be had at the above house.—PIxIE, : 


RODNEY P:SCATORIALS, 

At the special general meeting of the members of the above society, held on 
the 11th, to consider the charge made against a member of this society for buy- 
ing fish at Kingstonon January 14, 1883. and weighing them in the society as his — 
own catching ; the charge was proved by information received from several 
members of the Walworth Waltonians, Messrs. Tyler and J. Eller of the 
United Brothers, Deptfrd, and also a gentleman from Kingston, to all of 
whom I :eturn the sincere thanks of the members of this society, and inform 
them the verdict—‘‘ That the member be expelled fiom the society, and all 
moneys due to and paid by him be forfeited to the general fund of the society. 
That Mr. Millar, who preserved the fish at the order of the member, be re- 
quested to remove the fish as soon as possible from the society.’’—Prxig. 


SECOND SURREY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The distribution of annual prizes for gross weight of fish took place last 
night. The weight was not very heavy, owing to the past bad season. We 
trust the coming one will be all that anglers can desire, both as regards the 
weather and sport. I may add, our second anniversary supper will take place 
<n Wednesday, April 25th, when we shall be very pleased to welcome any one 
who would like to sit down with us, and partake of the good cheer supplied by 


Mr. G. Makin, the worthy host of the Queen Elizabeth, Merrow Street, — 
Walworth, and enrol their namesin our books as members of our club, it being 


in a very prosperous condition as regards the financial point of view.—J. 
WRIGHT, sec. 





. SOUTH LONDON UNITED DISTRICT. 

The adjourned meeting of the delega‘es of the South London United District — 
Visiting List met at the Alscot Arms on April roth, as per notice, to complete — 
the re-arrangement of the list. Mr. Field, of the South London, was appointed — 


chairman; Mr. Wm, Allen, of the Bermondsey Brothers, hon. sec. The — 


names of clubs represented were then balloted for with the following result :— 
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Bermondsey Brothers, 1; Second Surrey, 2; Rodney, 3; South London, 4; 
Anchor and Hope, 5; Peckham Brothers, 6;. Wellington, 7; Foxley, 8; 
South-Eastern, 9; Brunswick, 10; United Brothers, 11; Anglers’ Pride, 12. 
The first visit wil! take place in the first week in May, and go to the Bermondsey 
Brothers; af'erwards in rotation, according to this l'st, the first week in each 
month, Any club on the south side of the Thames wishing to join must send 
in their name at once, as the new list will be printed forthwith. It was decided 
to have a fishing match at Amberley on June 24, only clubs on the list to take 
part. A committee of five was appointed to act as permanent committee, and 

make all necessary arrangements. The following gentlemen were elected ;— 
Mr. Hotham, of the Rodney; Mr. Gafney, Angleis’ Pride; Mr. Tyler, United 
‘Brothers; Mr. Kirwan, South London; Mr. Wright, Second Surrey. All 
communications to be sent to the hon. sec., Wm. Allen, 16, Trothy Road, 
Bermondsey.—W™M. ALLEN. 


- SOUTH LONDON VISITING COMMITTEE. 

This committee held its second meeting on the roth at the Alscot Arms, 
Alscot Road, Bermondsey. The following soc eties were represented :—Ber- 
mondsey Brothers, Second Suriey, Rodney Piscatorials, South London, Anchor 
and Hope, Peckham Brothers, Wellington, Foxley, South Eastern, Brunswick, 
United Brothers, and Anglers’ Pride. The following officers were appointed: 
—Mr. Field, S.L, chiirman; Mr. Allen, B.B., secretary; committee of 
management—Messrs. T. Hotham, R.P., Taylor, U.B., Kirwin, S.L., Gaf- 
ney, A.P., and Wright, 8.5. The priority of visit was decided by ballot, and 
the result is in the above rotation, therefore the Bermondsey Brothers will 
receive the first visit, which will take place on May 3. A friendly competition, 
open to all the members of the above societies, will take place at Amberley on 
June 24.—PIXxIE. 





THE EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society met on Thursday, the 5th inst., for its annual dinner, at 
the Hope Tavern, Bird Street, Kennington, which, under the presidency of 
Mr. Hayward, who was faced by Mr. J. H. Hopkins in the vice-chair, was a 
most perfect success from beginning toend. Punctual to time, the proceedings 
of the evening commenced with the sumptuous repast provided by the worthy 
host, Mr. W. Whiffen, who was undoubtedly of the opinion that anything 
worth doing was worth being done well, and right well did he acquit himself, 
for the dinner tables, tastefully ornamented with flowers and plants, and hand- 
somely embellished with sterling plate, literally groaned under the choice and 
toothsome viands so liberally supplied, and which were, under the personal 
supervision of the genial and affable hostess, placed on the festive board in the 
very perfection of cookery io the entire satisfaction of every one present. It is 
need ess to say that under such circumstances knives and forks played a merry 
tune for a time, and the repast was most thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated. 
On the cloth being removed, and the usual loyal toasts having been given and 
heartily received, the distribution of prizes for the past year took place, the 
chairman addressing each recipient with a few well-chosen words of congratula- 
tion and encouragement. A new prize list for the coming season was then 
opened, and in a short space of time represented such magnitude and such 
diversity of conditions that it wil be strange indeed if almost every member is 
not a winner of at least one prize by the 14th of March, 1884. The prize 
business being over, harmony became the order of the evening, and was most 
unflagginely maintained until the call of time. Of course, the usual toasts of 
“The Society,’? ‘‘Chairman,”’ ‘‘Secretary,’’ ‘‘Visitors,’? and ‘London 
“Anglers,’’ were, as in a'l kindred societies, duly given and received in a 
manner which must have been most gratifying to all who were concerned ; but: 
the well-merited app’ause which greeted the toast «t the ‘‘ Host and Hostess '’ 
was fairly deafening, the club-room resounding for a Jong time with round 
after round of cheers. It would take up too much space to give the names of 
all the gentlemen who sang, with their songs and instrumental pieces; but it 
would be unfair to overlook the admirable rendering of several pieces for piano, 
violin, and flute, Mr. Watts presiding at the former, Mr. Cushing being the 
flautist, and Mr. A. Lambert the executant on the violin, which he manipulated 
with great taste and abiity; in fact, the wal zs, quadrilles, and concerted 
pieces rendered by the above trio were one cf the main features of the evening. 
Mr. Hopkins in the ‘‘ Anchor's Weighed,’? Mr. W. Silvey in ‘‘The Holy 
Friar’’ and ‘‘ Paddy Carey,’’? and Messrs. Hayward, sen, W. Hayward, A. 
Hayward, C. Ash, W. Tuddenham, King, and others were much applauded 
for the manner in which they rendered many old favourites. Altogether, a 
most enjoyable evening was spent, and after ‘* The Queen,”’ at the call of time 

all dispersed, much gratified, to their respective home:.—J.. H. H. 


THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The meeting of this society on Tuesday last was well attended, and the pro- 
ceedings of an exceptionally interesting character. The chair was taken by 
R. J. Pawley, Esq. The hon. secretary read the minutes of the meeting held 
on March 27th, and stated that as regards the conversazione so successfully 
‘held on the 3rd April, that the report in the FisH1nG GAZETTE had been 
pasted in the minute book, and he should ask the society, under the circum- 
stances, to accept it asa correct account of the evening in question—a sugges- 
tion that was unanimously adopted. The librarian then announced that Mr. 
Norman had presented a useful volume to the library, the secretary adding that 
he had reason to believe that Mr. Bates (who was unavoidably absent) intended 
to present eleven more, some of them valuable publications, so that the recent 
appeal for books had been very fully responded to, and their library would now 
fairly rank with that of any angling society. Mr.A. W. Parker then gave an 
account of his hydroscopic tube, and attired as he was for a few moments in 
full angling canonicals, his appearance created some little diversion, and paved 
the way for a pleasing discussion on the merits or otherwise of the sorcalled 
_ water telescope. Mr. Parker gave an interesting dissertation on the law of 
refraction, which he illustrated by means of sundry basins of water, in which 
coins were placed, and concluded by giving an account of the hydroscope and 
the various uses to which it might be applied. Mr. Clarke, in the course of a 
humorous speech, somewhat questioned the pees of the instrument. Mr. 
Jardine said there was really nothing new in it, for he adopted the principle of 
it years ago, by having a hole cut in the bottom of a punt, over which was 
_ placed a sheet of glass we'l fastened and made watertight with red-lead, 
. through which he could look and see distinctly any fish that might be feeding 
_ below as the punt glided gently along. Mr. Crumplen said it appeared to him 
that the theory of the water telescope,was avery simple one. Clearwater was 
sotransparent that it could be seen through to any reasonable 
depth, providing the surface was still, and there was no ripple. 
Tt was the ripple, which by distorting or diverging the rays of light, caused 
indistinctness of vision ; and this ripple, being only superficial, it was obvious 
that a plain sheet of glass placed below, so as to produce an even surface, 





would enable objects to be seen, which would otherwise quite escare notice. 
Although Mr. Parker's tubeewas of a size not convenient for anglers to carry, 
and was open to sundry improvements, one or two of which he suggested, still 
it was always desirable to get gentlemen to bring anything novel before them, 
and Mr. Parker had well earned their thanks for doing so in this instance. Mr. 
Edwin Frost having asked a question or two, and also criticised the instrument, 
Mr. Parker replied. He disclaimed any credit for the invention of this water 


_ telescope, which had been known for years ; but considered it a very useful aid 


for observation, especially from a puat. He did not suppose that anglers 
would care to carry them about, but thought fishermen might be provided with 
them for use when their customers desired. The secretary stated that a special 
vote had been passed by the Fisheries Society thanking the Gresham for their 
kindness in allowing their water at Waltham to be netted to provide stock 
perch for the breeding-boxes; Mr. Ghurney and Morgan, who were both 
present, adding their personal thanks, and endorsing what the secretary had 
stated. L.E. Haslip, Esq., Inspector of Sewers for the City of London, was 
then balloted for and unanimously elected a member of the society. The 
annual banquet of the society, to be held at the Holborn Restaurant on Wed- 
nesday next, promises to be a great success. Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P., 
presides, and S. C. Harding, Esq., a member of the original committee, 
occupies the vice-chair. The United States Commissioners, Professor G. 
Brown Goode, Captain J. W. W. Collins, and Messrs.R, E. Earl, J. Palmer, 
and Reuben Wood, who have arrived in London to represent our American 
cousins at the Great International Fisheries Exhibition, have all been invited, 
and there can be no doubt of their receiving a truly British welcome at the 
hands of the Gresham Angling Society. The usual musical selections having 
been given, a vote of thanks to Mr. Pawley and also to Dr. Lloyd, who had 
occupied the chair during a portion of the evening, brought the proceedings to 
a close.—YE GRASSHOPPER. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The final smo‘ ing concert for the winter season took place in the club-room 
at Ashley's Hotel, Henrietta-street, Covent Garden, on Monday Evening, and 
was a brilliant termination. Every available sp ce in the large saloon was 
occupied with a most appreciative audience and the result must have been very 
grarifying to the officials of this old established club. Mr. James Lander, the 
energetic honorary secretary, was untiring in his efforts to provide fer the com- 
foit and enj yment of the large assemblage of memters and friends, and in this 
he was ably assisted by the respected librarian, Mr. H. Gray. Mr. M. H. 
Blamey occupied the position of chairman, and Mr. T. Norman Harrisson that 
of vice-chairman, and it is msinly through the influence of these gen'lemen so 
much first-rate talent is brought together on these occisions. Mr. Harrisson 
always occupying the additional post of mus‘cal director, and right well does he 
manage it. Among those present were the Rev. J. E. Vaux, Dr. Startin, Dr. 
Coates, Mess-s. Thomas Gillatt, D. Goodyer, George Gillatt, Francis H. 
Leemann, W.H. Brougham, I. Lander H. Gray, James Pattison, Robert L. 
Pugh, H. B. Brown, J P. Wheeldon, F. C. Hatfield, C. P. Wheatstone, 
Andrew Arter, Worsfold, J. G. Andrew, G. Robinson, W. Harrisson, Clarke, 
R. S. Fennings, W. H. Rubinson, &c. There could not have been less than 
one hundred present, and much gratification was expressed at the presence of 
Mr. F. ©. Hatfield, after his long and tedious illness. Mr. G. H. Thomas, a 
recently elected member of the c'ub, brought up a large trout he had taken 
that morning in the Colne, at Colnbrook, is weighed 8 lb. 4 oz., and had it 
been in better condition, judging from the length of the fish, it would have 
weighed considerably more. Inappears that Mr. Thomas saw the fish feeding 
about 8 o’c'ock in the morning, he then went for his fly rod, and using ad uble 
Palmer fly. Jn less than half-anskour be got the fish, Mr. M. H. B'amey 
announced the committee had succeeded in obtaining sufficient space in the 
building of the Great Intemational Fisheries Exhibition for the whole of their 
large museum, and that asubscommittee had been appointed to decide upon 
the arrangement of the cases, who would meet on Monday evening next, to 
decide upon the plan. Mr. Blamey hoped the success which had attended the 
society's exhibiti.n of specimen fish at Westminster, Norwich, and Edinburgh, 
would be repeatedat the forthcoming exhibition at Kensington. One new 
member was proposed according to rule, and his election fixed for the next 
meeting. The concert opened with a brilliant fantasia on the pianoforte by 
Mr. Puddicombe, and this was followed by a comic song, ‘*That. awful 
Little Scrub,’’ which was exceedingly well rendered by Mr. W. Haniisson, and 
loudly asplauded. The chairman announced there would be a sufficient 
interval between each piece for the attendance of the waiters’ in order to 
prevent any interruption or annoyance to the performers. Mr. Clarke gave au 
admirable recitation called ‘‘ The Sacrilegious Gamesters,’’ in which he dis- 
played great acting powers, entire’y carrying with hm the feelings of the audi- 
ence. Mr. T. Norman Harrisson sang in his accustomed good sty'e, ‘‘ The 
Cavalier,’’ which was highly applauded. The humorous address on ‘* Cheese,’’ 
by Mr. Richardson, provoked roars of laughter. It wou'd be diflicu’t to enu- 
merate the whole of the songs that were contribu'ed during the evening, and ia 
which all performed their parts so well. It may, however, be mentioned that 
Mr. J. P. Wheeldon was as popular as ever in his favourite song of ‘* The 
Temptations of St. Anthony’; and that Mr. W. G. Day, in his recitation of 
‘\ Father’s Birthday,’’ gave the crowning feature of the evening, his powers of 
elocution being of the highest order, and the warm expressions of applause 
which greeted him at the close, must have assured him of the gratification and 
appreciation of the audience. The evening closed with votes of thanks to the 
Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and to the vocalists and instrumentalists who had 
kindly given their services.—B. 

TUNBRIDGE FISH PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this society was held at the Bull Hotel on Wednesday 
evening last, under the presidency of Mr. T. Elliott, one of the vice-presidents, 
when there was a large and influential attendance, including a good sprinkling 
of the riparian owners. It was stated by the hon. sec. that there was still a 
small balance due to the treasurer. The annual report, which was adopted, 
stated that though the season had not been a favourable one for angling, yet 
bags of 70 and 8o lb. of bream had been made during the season. During the 
year several additions had been made to the fish in the riyer, bringing up the 
total number turned in during the past two years to 23,000. Thanks were 
given to the riparian owners for their kindness in allowing members to pass over 
their grounds. The report was adopted, and the officers appointed for the year. 
It was determined to rigidly prosecute anyone, not a member or ticket-holder of 


, the club, fishing away from the towing-path below the town, in order to protect 


the riparian owners who have been greatly damaged on Sundays by non- 
members trespassing on the mowing grass. Votes of thanks were passed to the 
riparian owners, past officers, and Mr. E. J. Gorham, the hon, solicitor, and the 
proceedings terminated.—YrE MEDWAY WATER Rat. 
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IMPORTANT: NOTICE. 
THE OFFICIAL CATALOGUE or TH# FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
E b«g to call the attention of our readers to the announce- 
ment made by the executive committee of the exbibition, 
respecting the catalogue, which will be found in our advertise- 
ment columns. 

We can bear out what is there said, as only this morning a 
canvasser called on us and solicited an advertisement for a guide 
which was tc be the only guide sold in the exhibition, the official 
affair being ‘‘ only a catalogue.” It is only just to our readers to 
put the facts before them. There will be only one catalogue sold 
in the building, viz., that for which Messrs. Clowes and Sons, 
Limited, are the advertisement agents. 








THE AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVES AT THE GREAT 
INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


HE American representatives to the London Fisheries Ex- 
hibition -have arrived in England. Professor G. Brown 
Goode, of the United States Fish Commission, is in charge; Mr. 
Rk. E Kar! will superintend the fish culture exhibit ; Captain J. W. 
Collins will have charge of nets, boats, and marine fisheries ; Mr. 
Joseph Palmer, of the taxidermy department, and Mr. Reuben 
Wood will care for the angling exhibit. 





THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY AND THE UNITED 
STADES »» REPRESENTATIVES sAT THE INTERNA 
TIONAL EXHIBITION. 


Ww learn with pleasure that the committee of the above society 

have sent invitations for their banquet to all the American 
gentlemen who have come over to take charge of the United 
States exhibit. We have referred to their arrival elsewhere, and 
can assure them of a hearty welcome from English anglers, and 
trust they will be able to attend the Gresham banquet, at which 
Alderman Cotton is to preside, and Professor Huxley, Dr. Gunther, 
and other gentlemen will be present. Mr. Reuben Wood is, or 
was, the champion fly-caster of America. 








GERMANY AND THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


HE Executive Committee has received from the German 
Consul General official intimation of the appointment of 
delegates to represent at the Exhibition the fishery industries of 
Germany, prominent among whom is a pisciculturist of European 
reputation, Dr. Max von dem Borne.. Although the Imperial 
Government, for reasons unexplained, has not thought fit to 
appoint a special commissioner for Germany, instructions have 
been sent to the Consulate to take charge of the interests of 
German exhibitors having no agents of their own. 
The Chinese carpenters are busily at work getting the Flowery 
Land’s exhibit into place ;{it will be one of the most interesting in 
the building. 





TAXIDERMY AND THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXH'!IBITION. 


HE Executive Committee of the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition have decided to offer a prize of £10 for the best 
specimens of Taxidermy, more particularly with regard to stuffed fish. 





Groxce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invitee 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard # LIES for the pratt eaten: No Ries ve t 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patrenised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices + 
Pomt Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen;+*Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvi.] 
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Ancholme District. 


The weather has been delightfully fine during the whole of the past week. 
Despite this, there is a sharpness ia the air which checks the hatching ef aquitic 
flies. Land flies are, however, fairly Numerous, especially the cow-dung, and 
this, with the March brown, should do best execution at present. I went to 
Saltaire on Saturday, and bioughs over a load of Malham Larn trout, designed 
for Croxby Laxe. I made it the occasion of also bringing a stock ot live 
minnows to turn out into the st‘eams I am stocking with trout to add to ther 
supply of food. When at Saltaire I could but notice how a beau iful stream 
which. if nature could have its course shoul] abound with fish, has been piven 
over to polluticn. The water below Svtaire is «f th+ colour of ink, and in 
summer is qui'e fetid. No fish whatever can live thereia Even the eel is 
unable to make its annual migration to the sea and has almost become ex- 
tinct. A great many fish have been put in the Aire, above Saltaire, in the 
waters of the angling club ; but these, as a 1u'e, run away to the upper wate:s. 
—TuHoMaAS Forp, Caistor. 


Ba'a Lake (North Wales). 


The fishing on Bala Lake has much improvel with the fine weather of this 
month. Several nice trou- have been taxen during the week by spimning, the 
bright days not being so well for the fly. The tivers Tryweryn and Dee have 
afforded but little sport, having run very low. Anglers are anxiou ly waiting for 
fresh water, it being the best time of the year with the fly. 


Chichester. 


Some fair sport I hear of among the smelt this week, the advanced guard 
having arrived of those toothsome little morsels, and from enquiries a good bass 
season is predicted. In piivate waters sport has been poor generally, but from 
some of the neighbouring streams Mr. Young has had some good trout. Fly- 
fishing is out of the question. The minnow or ‘‘the worrum”? is the general 


method ; in some of the culverts a well-scored lob has at times resulted in a 


three-pound fish—not perhaps quite au fuit, but tbe only way of circumventing 
the speckled beauties. I trust next wee« to havea day with the fly, where some 
monsteis arerep_rted.. May they be on “eed.—(. F, SALTEP, 


Coquet (Weldon- bridge). 

Since my last r port the weather is all that could be wished for the angler 
and the season of the year. I have not had many fishermen for this week, but 
they have had good sport. 
trout and a salmon 54 lb. with worm and fly. On the gth, Mr. J Swinney 
creeled 6 lb. trout (good class of trout), Mr. W. Almond, 5 1b with fly, the 


March brown, and one orange-coloured body, with bi.ck wing and white tips, 


Grean«ell glory, and the Francis. On the toth, the Rev. Mr. Oliver had 
splendid sport. He creeled 8 lb. with fly, Greanwell glory, the Francis, and 
the red spinner. The river is in good condition for flysfishing at the present.— 
A. GLAss. 

Dove. 


Water bright, but weather dull. Fish have been rising exceedingly during 


the past few days, but, unfortunately, n> exceptionally large takes have been ~ 


made. I*rom some cause or 0 her the best redsters have failed to bag more 
than six brace or so of takeable fish per diem even on preserved lengths. The 
advent of the lusty March Brown in force is looked forward to by flyfishers 
gecerally. Very few haveappeared thus far. The second edition of winterly 
weather we have had appears to have thwarted and retarded their appearancs. 
The cock-winged dun and lizh=b!ue bumble have been the main killers this 
week. An otter has been committing co isiderable depredations down stream 
below th: Norbury length. A portioa of a larse eel was picked up by the 
Norbury Club keeper on Monday. The fish has been estimated to have been 


about 4 or 5 |b. 
Eden (Carlisle). 


The river has been in good order for salmon fishing during the last week, 
bur the weather has been so beautifully fine that it has seldom been of much 
use for fishing until after 4 o’clock. On April 4th, Mr. G. H. Dixon killed a 
fish in the Holme Eden water, and Colonel Blackett one at Crosby. On Fri- 
day, the 6th, Mr. F. Buck landed two nice fish in the Angling Association’s 
water. On Saturday afternoon, after 4 o'cl.ck, Mr. J. B. Slater killed three, 
wei. hing 371b.; T. Bird, of Armathwai'e, one; and Sergeant Fox one. On 
Monday Mr. G. H. Dixon killed a fish of 18 1)b., Mr. Elluard a 9-pounder, 
and Mr. Wm. Routledge Janded a rolb. fish, and another small one on 
Tuesday.—The water is getting very fine, and trout a e doing very little. We 
want a fresh, but at present the weather loo's and feels settled, in spite of the 
Yankee storm predictions.—SILVER Gry. 


Exe and Barle. 

Fishing prospects are still poor, and the water isless than ever. Trout have 
fed fainly during the past week, but it is only the roughest water which can be 
successfully fished. Blue upright, red palmer, badger, half-stone, and hare’s 
flax upright have all had theie tun in killing. It is now. a general complaint 
that the salmon fry are very troub'esome, they rise and are caught freely, but of 
course have to b2 returned; in the meantime a valuable part of the day is 
wasted ; the barome’er is now falling encou“agingly, but it has done the same 
so many times previously that we shall hardly believe in much rain until it 
actually comes.—CARNARVON ARMS. 


Exe (Exeter), 

The water is now very low, and rain is badly wanted. Some nice trou_ have 
been taken with March brown, blue dun, and cow-dung flies, and Messrs, 
Dudley and Hayman have each taken some nice sized fish. Unless a good 
downpour of rain comes, prospects for the next few days are not cheering the 
water being very fine and clear.—J. A. KELLEY, 


On the 6th, the Rev. Mr. Oliver creeled 5 lb. _ 
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Exe (Tiverton). 

The river continues extremely low, and very little is being done except at 
dusk, when a few brace have been taken. A very fine fish (trout) was taken 
with the artificial fly, after showing one hour’s exciting sport, in the lower 
water, on Wednesday, weighing 2? 1b..—-_WM. MuprForp. 


Ilfracombe. 


A few fine trout have been taken this week from Langleigh Bottom. Sea- 
fishing.—There is very little to report this week. A few boats out daily, fishing 
with ground lines: they have caught on an average 61b. per boat per tide of 
tamlin, cod, and whiting. The trawling parties have brought up very little fish 
from the bay. Several small cod and whiting pout have been caught fiom the 
jetty with hand lines. Weather at present mild.—E. CoMER. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


We want another Killarney shower ; the last did not last long enough—only 
two days, then it turned to frost, and the old calf-killer north-east wind. Nets 
at Caharnane got 30 salmon, Glena 15 salmon, Muckross about 30 more 
salmon. This week is not good for the fly-fishers, any salmon that is taken is 
by the spoon and minnow. On 5th, James Hayes, one salmon, 141b.; Frank 
Robert, one 11 lb.; Tom Ellet, one, 9 lb.; Jemmy Green, one, 11 lb.; J. D. 
Curtayne, Esq., two salmon, 25 Ib. ; Tim M’Carthy, one, rolb. On 6th, J. 
T. Curtayne, Esq., two salmon, 23 lb., with flies ; James Hayes, one, 12 lb. ; 
Michael Glessome, one, 12} 1b. ; Michael Clifford, one, to lb. ; Jemmy Green, 
one, 9 lb. ; Jerry Dougal, one. 121b. On 71h, Michael Clifford, one. Io Ib. ; 
Michael Glessome, one, 10 lb.; E. Cournane, one, 10 lb. On 8th, Tim 
M’Carthy, two salmon, 20 lb., with spoon bait, and a nice trout, of 4 1b. ; Tom 
Murphy, ancther trout, of 43 1b.; John Robert, one, 9 lb.; Canmore Crayne 
got six dozen trout in a few evenings, with March brown and orange grouse, 
ribbed with gold twist hare’s ear, with a golden brown hackle down the body. 
On the 9th, Tim M’Carthy, two salmon, 23 1b.; Michael Clifford, one, Io Ib. ; 
Pat Clifford, one, 10} lb. ; Robat Robert, two salmon, 20 lb., with spoon bait ; 
James Hayes. one, 10 lb. ; Daniel Lowney, one, 12 Ib., with a gold back 
spoon. Onthe 1oth, Michael Glessome, one, 10 lb., with minnow, green back; 
Jemmy Green got one, 13 ]b , with spoon bait. Calm weather still; no sign 
of a change up to the present.—Tim M'Carrny, 


Loch Tay. 


The following takes are reported :—Killin reserved water—Mr. Nilson 
Moffat (2), 17 1b., 20 lb. ; Killin Hotel water—Mr. Anderson, Edinburgh (1), 
37 lb.; Rev. J. Walker, Newark (2), 16 lb. each; Rev. E. J. Wall, Hull (3), 
16 |b., 16 1b., 17 each; Rey. Dr, Anderson, Perth (1), 19 tb. Kenmore Hotel 
water—Mr. Ash (1), 17]b. ; Mr. Townsend (1), 20ib. The weather is now 
very pleasant.—J. M‘G. 


Iune (Carnforth). 


Ihave nothing very favourable to send you this week as the river.is very low, 
and the keen trosty nights prevent the flies coming on the water, though there 
have been a few good takes of trout since my last; Judge Manisty, who 
resides at Shurland Castle, having taken six brace of well fed trout last Thurs- 
day. . The outside feather of the wood owl’s wing will be a useful fly ducing 
the whole season ; dress them ona No. 3 hook, with orange silk, also the pale 
milk coloured feather from the breast of the golden plover, dressed with astrand 
each of white and straw coloured silk twisted together ; this latter fly fished in 
the evening will kill well all summer, as it resembles the little whise moth, and 
the trout rise greedily at it.—PIscaTor, 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks.) 


We have had a very fine week the weather so splendid, both warm and dry, 
for the piscators: they have taken good advantage of it at Hurley, Marlow, and 
Henley; the rivers have been well patronised by anglers, and most of them 
have caught some trout. Mr. Burges, Mr. Harison, and friend, fishing from 
the old Bell, Hurley, on the 8th, had a very good day’s sport, and on the 7th, 
fishing from the Anglers’ Hotel, the Honourable E. R. Drummond caught a 
trout 8}1bs. Mr. Shipway, fishing with H. Wilder on Thursday, secured a 
trout weighing 43lbs. On Saturday Mr. Grenfell, with the same fisherman, 
caught three beauties, one of which was taken and the other two returned to 
their native element. Mr. R. Nicholson, on Monday, with the same 
fisherman, secured two fish weighing little over 2 Ibs. each, which bring H. 
Wilder’s fishing up to a total for the week of 8 trout. The river now is in 


excellent condition for fly fishing, trout rising freely ; wind west, with warm sun. 


—Hurizy TrRovrT, 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 
The weather has been very tine for the last week—rather too much so for 
angling ; bright hot sun and dead calm on the river. There has been nothing 
done lately—afew scratched, but nothing more. The Lough has been yielding 


_ up some good tront, and some fine fellows up to 4lb have been taken with the 


fly. Iwo officers of the Derbyshire Regiment, quartered at Castlebar, had 
some good trout fishing on the 6th and 7th on the Masbrook and Errew Line 
ofthe Lough. Ihear the largest trout they got was a little over 4lb. 
Mr. Atkinson, Mr. McCu'lagh, Dr. Scott, and Mr. A. Malley got some very 
good baskets on several days last week. I was out two days on the Lough by 
myself last week. The first day I went to Pontoon Bridge, where I fished for a 
coup!e of hours, and only rolled over one salmon and had a shy rise from an- 
other. I lay to for four hours under the Masbrook shore in a bright hot sun 
and deadcalm. I got ready my single-hander trout rod, 13 feet of green 
heart—my own make, 3 pieces, one ferrule joint with splice top, and arranged 
two casts of lake trout flies Towards five o’clock, a breeze sprung up, and [ took 
a fall over a nice piece of shoal water where I saw the trout rise freely to the 
natural fly a short time before. From five o’clock to fifteem minutes past seven 
I got nine trout weighing 17}1b., the three largest were 2}1b 3 oz., and 3#1b., 
it was very nice sport for the time, and I lost some very fair sized ones. The 
next day I went to the near end of the Lough, Gortnaabbey and Errew Shore, 


_ aud the day was bright and calm, I only killed two trout weighing 3}1b before 


eleven o'clock, when the breeze fell and the Lough was like a sheet of glass. I 
lay-to and did not fishtill half-past four, when a lit le breeze sprang up and I 
puton very fine tackle with an orange body and grouse hackle ribbed with 
small gold tincle and ma lara wing for a tail fly. The dropper was a beautiful 
golden olive, riobed with fine gold twist, golden pheasant for tail, and wild 
drake wing. After getting my line out to the full length, I scarcely gave half 
a dozen throws over Renmore Point when a salmon rose to the tail fly. I struck 
him. He spiang clean out of the water ; the fine tackle was not able tostand the 
tug, and he went his way, with the orange and grouse and two feet of fine gut : 
he was a beauty. Isighed, and said I wished it was my 16 foot rod with 
tackle to match that I sent the steel home to you with: you would not have it 





all your own way. I soon got on another casting line and flies and fished up to 
half-past seven and killed 8 trout weighing 13%1b. I have never seen so many 
trout on tae Lough, nor so few pike : it is an undoub‘ed fact that the trout are 
increasing, and pike decreasing; and that they may, is the fervent prayer of 
FRANK HEARNS. 


Taw and its Tributaries (North Devon ) 

The rivers are very remarkably low with no prospect ofa rise. Tho salmon 
are in great numbers in the deep pits waiting to leave for the salt water. Some 
people have taken a few of these kelts and call them clean fish. It seems hard 
that kelts may be taken without the interference of the baliff, when the poor 
net men sre not allowed a moments grace after their time for a clean fish. I 
tegret to say that some few fishermen have in these parts recorded and boasted 
of the catch of trout, when a real fisherman would scorn to kill wilfu'ly the small 
samlots aud call them trout. Very few trout have been taken; the salmon are 
in every pit in the rivers, the water being so low they cannct leave one pit for 
another, and the poor trout become the only delicacy to be got. It would take 
three or four days’ rain to be of any advantage to t e fi:hng. We must live 
and hope all will be right.—Rusry GAMg. 

Tay: 

The Tay is now in goed angling ply, and the weather has apparently become 
settled and cuntinues mild and pleasant. On the Athole Arms Ho-el water at 
Dunkeld seven fine salmon have been landed since Jast report, their re-pective 
weights being 13 Ib., 18 lb., 16 1b, 173. lb., 18 1b, 18 ]b.. 20 lb. Fishing on 
the Thistlebriggs water.—On Monday Mr. Whistler killed two fine saim n of 
16 lb. and 22 lb. ; and on the Burnmouth water Mr. Biddell, London, captured 
one of 201b. On the Lyon, one of the chief tributaries cf the Tay, Sir Donald 
Currie’s keeper killed a fish of 21 lb.—J. McG. 


Thames (Go ing). 

Water in good order for trout-fishing; I have seen a few trout about here, 
but have not takenany. Ihave only been out one diy. We had one trout on 
but lost it. We took a large chub about 4 1b., which we put back againin the 
water, fishing with E. R. Stanhaus, of 3, Edwardes Terrace, Kensing on, 
London, W.-—Joun Rusu. 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge-) 

The river still very low and clear, and not of much service to the fishermin 
before rain. Mr. Bilstone caught a dozen fine fish on Mooday ; also, with his 
son, on Wednesday, took fifteen very decentfish, and thirty-three small grayling, 
which he returned again to the water. — JOHN BLAKE. : 


Trent (Upper Waters)- 

Salmon are making theic way in the Trent near Wellington rather freely. 
Several good ones have already been taken in that locality, and at other points 
they have been seen. The other day avery prime ove weighing 23 lb. was 
capiured, and another of 18 lb. Anglers areon the alert, and there is every 
probability of good take for this season. Last year nineteen fish fell to one 
rod at this place, and it is well believed that the floods of the winter will have 
cleared the bed and shallows well, and thus rendered it more likely for the fish 
toascend. The Trent Conservancy Board, I hear, are likely to luse the active 
services of Mr. Adam Bagot, than whom in the district there has been nona 
who has done more to cultivate the fishery. As a c nsu'ting engineer, his 
opportunity of serving the board has been great, and it is to be hoped that he 
may still, though not actively, perhaps, render more service in this direction by 
lis kindly counsel and advice. There are yet many difficulties to be. overcome 
before the Trent Fishery district is in a state approaching satisfaction, mush 
more perfection.—LIMPUS. 


Tweed and Teviot- 

F.r the past ten days angling on the Tweed and Teviot for both salmon and 
tr. ut has been vigorously prosecuted, and with fair success. On Thursday 
last, on the lower Hendersyds water, Mr, Kinloch, sen., killed a salnem of 
g lb., and Captain Bridges (Hendersyde House) also caught one of the same 
weight on the Hendersyde water, and lost two more. ‘he weather on Friday 
was against successful angliag, but on Saturday, on the Upper Hendersyde 
water, Captain Bridges killed a fine fish of 15 lb., and on the same water Mr. 
Kinloch, sen., had three salmon. On the lower Sprouston water, the sime 
day, Mr. Kinloch, jun., also killed a nice salmon. On the Edenmouth water 
last week, Mr. Gavotte landed a few unseasonable fish, but killed no clean 
salmon. On Monday the rivers were again in fair p'y, with a favourable wind, 
and on the lower Hendersyde water Mr. Kinloch, sen., had again a brace of 
salmon to his own rod.. Yesterday (Wediiesday) no salmon were got on any of 
the casts, but a couple of clean trout were got down Tweed. In trout-fishig, 
the best baskets that have been got during the week was one of over Io lb., 
killed on the Tweed by Mr. A. McCutcheon, sen , on Monday, and consisted 
cf twenty-two trout. The fish were in very good condition, and were caught 
with fly, Other baskets of from 8 lb. down have also been got in the same 
river, while anglers on Teviot and Eden have had fair basxets. Twerp Nur 
(SALMON) FisHING.—The takes at these fishings have during the past week 
fallen away c msiderably. The average daily catch has goie down as low as 
thirty fish daily. Prices. —S.lmon, Is. 9d. ; trout, is perlb, For the corre- 
spondin s period last year.—Sa!mun, 2s. 3d. ; trout, Is. tod. 


$ Wye (Bakewell.) 

The trout season opened here on the Ist of Apri). What few trout have 
been killed have been in fair condition, but many gentlemen have had to go 
back with empty baskets. Fish not rising well. The water is in fair condition. 
There will be no sport till we have a few showers to set them on the feed. 
The principal flies are hare’s ear, dun, and claret bumble.—Robert HENs- 
BERGH. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. ] 

Sport has been a little better this last day or two. Weare having a little 
rain; if it continues, we may expect good sport next week. Two young 
gentlemen have been fishing the Lathkill and Monsal Dale; they took five brace 
one day on the Lathkiil and three and a half brace on the Dale, which is not 
much for these waters. The killiag flies have been hare’s ear dun, claret 
bumble, April dun with quill body.—R. B. 


Wye and Derwent. 

The weather dwing the past week has been everything that the angler could 
desire, and with both rivers being in excellent condi.ion tor either fly orminnow 
fishing, many fishermen have been out, andI am pleased to say that most 
of them have succeeded in killing some nice dishes of trout, chiefly with fly- 
fishing. The killing flies have been bumb’e, claret body, furnace, and spider 
flies. The duns have also killed a few fish, There have been some good takes 
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of trout, killed by trolling, both with the natural minnow and the Derby trout 
killer, on various parts of the Derwent. The bottom fishers have killed a few 
trout, with worms for bait, also a chub of over 31b., near to Crowford. Gray- 
ling are now busy spawning on the Scour. Rain is hanging about to-day 
(Thursday), if it comes it will benefit anglers very much.—-G. J. Eaton. 


Yare (Norwich). 

Since the date of my last report, North-East and East winds, very cold, 
have prevailed, and in consequence sport has not been as geod as during the 
nice warm genial: weather of the preceding week. still, fair tokes have 
rewarced those who haye persevered, and I hear of catches of from 30 to 60 fine 
roach daily, both at Buckenham and Brundall, white paste being the favourite 
with the fish- The water has for some time past been very low and clear, and 
should warmer weather set in, good sport is sure to be had. To-day I 
went with a friend at noon to try for dace with a fly, but they appeared very 
scarce, only one being landed, though several rose ; an hour’s trying satisfied 
us that we had better wait a little longer, it being too cold a wind for success.— 
Ropert Mott. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS: 





By Wiee8; 


THE monthly meeting of the West Central Association Working 
Committee was held at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, 
Baker Street, on Friday evening last. Among the business done was 
the investigation of a charge against two members of ang ing societies 
for an irregularity in the use of the privilege tickets. Both were 
holders of privilege cards. One of these gentlemen, finding at the 


moment of booking that he had left his ticket at home, borrowed his - 


friend’s—the breach of the printed regulation having been admitted 
by both anglers. An apology tendered, a suspension of the tickets 
was decided upcn, and a fine inflicted, which was immediately paid. 
It cannot be too strongly impressed upon club secretaries and anglers 
generally that the Jending of these tickets to anyone, even toa 
brother member known to have taken one out himself, is a breach of 
the conditions upon which they are granted by the companies, who 
strictly insist upon the observance of this necessary rule. 

From a correspondent at Maldon, in Essex, I hear that poaching is 
rife, the wiring of large and small pike being the favourite amusement 
of the local ‘‘ ne’er-do-wells.” It is some consolation, however, to 
ee as there is a likelihood of some of these rascals being brought 
to book. 

The United Fisheries Association and ‘*W. H. H.” This anony- 
mous Correspondent’s letter, in last week’s FISHING GAZEITE, is of 
that kind that calls for little criticism. The animus that prompted 
and pervades it from beginning to end, misstatements, and evident 
distortion of facts are too glaringly apparent to need much pointing 
out. It is to be sincerely hoped the Fisheries Society will consider 
“\V. H. H.’s” attacks unworthy of notice, and will continue the good 
work it has but just undertaken, in carrying out which it has, as our 
Editor very justly points out, the confidence and support, moral and 
pecuniary, of the great body of London club anglers, the rare excep- 
tions being proverbial grumblers or detractors of ‘‘'W. H. H.’s” 
type. 

Just a word, in conclusion, upon a point that that concerns me 
individually. 

‘“‘W. H. H.” says, ‘In the FisHiInG GAzETTE of 17th March last 
appears the folluwing :— 

‘“*The committee hope to be able to announce the renting of 
several really good stretches of water.’ ” 

Then going on to add :— 

‘« Tt appears, therefore, accordifg to the above announcement, that 
what had been previously rented by the Association have been 
REALLY VERY BAD.” 

As the paragraph thus szzsgzoted occurs in my Jottings—I say mis- 
quoted advisedly, because what I wrote was that the committee hoped 


to be able shortly to announce the renting of several ADDITIONAL | 


stretches of really good water (the importance of the word ignored 
by “‘W. H. H.” will be at once seen)—I may be allowed to say that, 
not only is the conclusion drawn by “ W. H. H.” utterly at variance 
with the words used, but that nothing was further from my meaning. 
This the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE know, and so did “W. H. H.” 
And allow me to tell him that to misquote and deliberately miscon- 
strue a man’s meaning for the sake of ‘‘ making a point” is shallow 
and paltry in the extreme. 

The annual supper of the Sir Hugh Myddleton Angling Society took 
place on Wednesday evening, April 11, at the Bedford Restaurant, 
High Street, Islington, some twenty to thirty members and friends 
sitting down to do fulljustice to the vécherché repast put upon the 
table by Host Duval—soups, fish, joints, entrées following each other 
in rapid succession, The company afterwards adjourned to the Em- 
press of Russia favern, the headquarters of the society, and only a 
few minutes’ walk from the Bedford. Here Mr. E. Smith took the 
chair, Mr. Sackonville facing him in the vice, and harmony became 
the order of the evening, song rapidly following song. Among the 
guests and visitors were Messrs. Stead, Bonvoisin, Wilson Bros., Fitch, 
C, Watling, Bentley, &c. Among the singers were Messrs. Smith, 
Sackonville, Stead, Lowrie, Subit, Allan, Bonvoisin, Watling, Ellis, 
Fitch, &c., several of whom obtained encores. Needless to say, good 
friend Secretary Geo, Caborn was indefatigable in securing the com- 
fort of all, The usual, and in this case well-deserved, vote of thanks to 
a chair and vice-chair brought a most successful meeting to a 
close, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


AN OLD FRIEND OF THE ‘'GAZETTE.’’—We quite agree with your remarks, 
and if we had seen the expression in the article you refer to, it would not 
have appeared; but in our absence it got overlooked.—ED 

A. D. C.—The basket you refer to is a very good one, See our notice of a 
creel in this week’s paper.—ED. 

J. W. Ladywood.—We have oftenexplained that the Freshwater Fi-heries 
Act does not apply to private waters, the Warwick or Staffordshire, or, in 
fact, any other canals, are ‘‘ private waters,’’ and no one has a ‘‘1ight”’ to 
fish in a canal as in a public water. . ‘ . 

E. C., Newmarket.—You will get first-rate trouting in the Derwent, near Se:r- 
borough. Go to Forge Valley Station by train from Scarborough. ‘Tickets 
for the club water, price 5s. per day, can be had at Mr. Patrick s, gunand 
rod-maker, Scarborough. ‘The fishing above the iron bridge at Hackness 
is free and good, but you must drive to it or walk five miles each way. 
We described the fishing last June. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


FLY-FISHING-SPINNING. 


*« Take our good meaning, for our judgment sits 
Five times in that, for once in our five wits.’’ 


S1r,—It is far from my intention to add to all which I have said upon the 
above subject aught which I can reasonably and properly leaye unsaid, for I 
would most gladly have been spared making any addition at all. But some 
answer to certain of such of the inquiries and observations raised by my recent 
articles as remain unanswered is, I know, expected from me; aud with the close 
of the criticisms, the time has, perhaps, uow come for me to makeit. It 
should, I think, include a statement of such material facts in regard to line- 
dressing and minnow-preserving as I have 1earnt since the last of my articles 
was published. Andif a rsyof fancy should break forth here, or a specula‘ion 
spring up there, my pen will, I hope, find pardon for it all from the reader of 
poetic or scientific imagination. 


‘Your merry heart goes all the day, 
Your sad tires in a mile a-’.”’ 


Of the character of the correspondence—public and private—which those 
articles have eicited, I have no cause to complain. Criticism of a hostile 
nature it certainly cannot be called, being, on the contrary, without a single 
exception, very hearty and valuable co-operation in a common cause, the com- 
prehension and the perfection of the art under considera'ion. 


“* He doffed, to Marmion bending low, 
His broidered cap aud plume.” 


In the FIsHING GAZETTE of January 20th appeared a le‘ter from ‘‘ Tie 
Boston Bittern,’’ a pen-name whicn I fancy I have noticed before in this paper. 
Passing the highly complimentary parts of thit letter wi h the lowest of bows, 
Icome to the passages wherein my friendliest of critics cannot, he says— 
though that, I hope, is owing only to a passing mental dyspepsia—‘“ digest ’’ two 
of my hard sayings, viz., that loose, down-lying rings on a rod are better than 
fixed, up-standing ones, and that arreel is really an advantage. Limitations, 
not of consciousness or of inclination, but ot space and time— 


“ Ewige Krifte, Zeit und Ferne’’— 


unfortunately preclude me from explaining my views upon those points much 
in detail. But I ought, perhaps, to state that I have tried both sides of the 
question in each case, and see no reason to alter my later practice in either. 
And as to the first of those points, I will go so far as to add that, in my 
opinion, the friction of the line on the loose, down-lying rings would be but a 
slight factor in the limitation of the length of the cast. Fur I fancy that the 
length of the cast is limited almost entirely by the following factors—the straight 
line of the cast (with its special effects, stated in my fourth article), the light 
weight of the bait and lead, the flatuess of the trajectory, and the limited length 
of the ¢awt line, the weight, or rather, the momentum of which (with that of 
the bait and lead) draws after it the Joose line. Theoretically, no doubt, the 
greater the friction of the line on the rings, the shorter is the cast. But, prac- 
tically, in fly-fishing-spinning, the difference between the friction of the 
(short, Zoose) line on up-standing rings and that of it on down-lying ones, and © 
the consequent greater or less length of the cast, is, I suspect, a very slight 
difference. Ihave not, in practice, been ab'e to detect much difference. Of 
course, where there is a great friction of the loose line on the rod—all up the 
rod—in wet or damp weather, there is a great limitation of the length of the 
cast, and much greater force is required to make even a much shorter cast. 
Having regard only to dength of cast, a special form of line, heavy for the taut 
line and light for the Zoose line, would, probably, be a desideratum. If the 


‘¢ Bird of the Wilderness,”’ 





who, I trust, is 
‘¢ Blithesome and cumberless,’’ 


will only kindly, practically, and thoroughly try both sides cf each of the cogen 
questions he has put, I fancy that he will probably come finally, I shall not say to 


my conclusions, but to those of the great artist of whose high art I have had ~ 


the honour to be the humble exponent, and of whose dogmas I am a devoted 
disciple. 
“Tn me there dwells 
No greatness, save it be some far-off touch 
Of greatness to know well I am not great. 
Lhere is the man !”? 


T now find myself vis-d-vis to Herr Weeger’s letters, so far as they relate to 
the dressing of lines. 


‘“ The Fiend that Man harries is—Love of the Best.’’ 


Since the publication of the last of my articles, I have proved (what I had 
previously dreaded) that the copal-varnish is, comparatively speaking, ‘‘ one of 
our failures,’’ as a line-dressing; ‘‘all the tender leaves of hope,” all the 
blossoms, 

‘« Like fairy-gifts, fading away.”’ 


4 
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Ihave been led to gravely doubt whether the particulir sample of copal- 
varnish which T used was a fair specimen of its class, yet, from further experi-« 
ments which I have made with another samp'e, as well as from assurances 
given to me by Messrs, Winsor and Newton, I have no reason to doubt that 
the serious faults which I have found with copal-dressing do exist, though, 
‘possibly, not so grossly, in all preparations of that varnish. Those faults are, 
in effect, the-non-fixing of the varnish ia the line, as is shown by the following 
phenomena. When. after the dressing, the line bec mes perfectly dry, it is 
as smooth and as stiff as wire; but it cracks on a sharp bend, and at the point 
where the cracking occurs the line becomes as limp as an undressed one: after 
a cold-water bath the line, all over, becomes quite limp, and, as it dries, 
turns—not 
© Like a lobster boiled, from b'’ack to red,”’ 


but from brown to white, and the copal comes from it freely in a fine dust. 
By friction, the great bulk (L zw find) of the original stiffoe-s, and hardness, 
and polish, and dark-brown colour are brought back to the line, only, however, 
like the labours of Sisyphus, to be lost again, and again. Ia faith, the phases 
of a copal-dressed Ine are exceedingly curious, not t» say uncanny. They 
must be seen to be believed ‘hey are, I fancy, almost as electrical as if they 
were the outcome cf a dressiug made from 


‘¢ The fragrant beads of amber, 
O’er which her fairy fingers ran.”’ 


Zuleika’s, you know! Whether better copal-varnish for line- dressing could b& 
made, free from those evils, I can't say. { can, however, say, for the consola”* 
tion ot anyone who may have dressed a line in copal at my instance, that there 
will probably always remain in it quite enough of that Protean resin—hidden 
beneath the surface—to render the line a very much better one than as if it had 
neyer been varnished. I tried ‘* Extra Pale Elastic Varnish ’’ on top of the 
copal, tut without success. The horse threw its rider. That elastic varnish, 
by itself, I can recommend with confidence. It has no brittleness, and causes 
no cracking of the line. It resists water better than any dressing I have seen, 
bar one, and I have soaked lines dressed in it for upwards of forty hours at one 
stretch; and though that told little ta'es, the varnish is, altogether, 
one of the two best I have tried. It is very slightly sticky. I wou'd 
advise keeping the line in it for a fortnight, and then drying it for 
several weeks (not taking off a// the superfluous varnish) before rubbing it 
_down with soft leather, and completing the dressing. But if time pressed, I 
think a line might be very fairly prepared by bathing it in the varnish for a 
couple of days, and then drying it for two or three days. The effect of any 
virnish differs a good deal with the different kind of line dressed—all silk, 
silk and hair, all hair—fine or coarse, firm or loose Cne other varnish or 
dressing I used which deserves to be highly commended. Thatisan ‘‘ Artist’s 
Medium” for painting, consisting of equal parts of copal varnish, raw linseed 
oil, and spirits of turpentine, the copal-varnish being Messrs. Winsor and 
Newton's. With that mixture I dressed, last September, the remnants of two 
silk and hair lines, which had a’week or two before been dressed in raw linseed 
oil. Those lines are so impervivus to water that a 50 hours’ bath leaves 
“scarcely any trace on them, either on coming from the water or when after- 


wards dry. I need not take the reader further into the details 
of my iavestigations of varnishes. Let it be understood that 
I do not imagine my experiments. to have been final and 


conclusive as to any varnish I have experimented with. I have tried one other 
‘with good points) of which I have not spoken. I hive spoken only of the 
worst and the best, so far as my knowledge extends. There are many varnishes, 
though, which I have not seen, but some of which, I daresay, are used by the 
professional lines4ressers. They, I don’t doub*, have discovered many a 
~ nacural secret in line-dressing which they, naturally enough, keep a secret. 


“The secrets of nature 
Have not more gift in tacituroity.’’ 


By your courtesy, Mr. Editor, and that of Herr Weeger, I have had an oppor- 
tunity of inspecting some lines dressed in paraffin and resin by Herr Weeger 
and Mr. Howes respectively, slso a line diess?d by the former gentleman in a 
mixture of paraffin and gutta-percha. J own that £ prefer to any of those lines 
a we l-yarnished line for (amongst other reasons) the greater firmness and 
hardness of the line, and for the deeper penetration and closer adherency of 
the varni-h. But in the cise of Herr Weeger’s Austrian lines (as the undressed 
samples he wisely sent show) they are so very loosely plaited and flat, and so 
very uneven in surface, that they would do no credit to azy dressing, and it is 
hardly fair to offer any criticism, or, indeed, to form any decidedly adverse 
opinion upon the dressing of lines so un-English or inferior, One must be 
yatriotic, even if one belongs to no ‘‘Brotherhood,’”? and negligent of any 
nominal risk of a mere apparent unp _liteness, 


*€?Tis a glorious charter—deny it who can ? 
That’s breathed in the words, ‘I’m an Englishman!’”’ 


Herr Weeger’s dressed lines, however, show a very fair resistance to water, 
a far greater one than my copal-varnished lines do. I would state here that a 
new and sound silk-and-hair line which I dressed in: aw linseed oil last Sep- 
tember, and which had on‘y a fortnight’s use and no abuse—being unreeled 
and dried every night—is now, I find, veiy rotten. If that is not the work of 

the oil, I am quite at a loss to know what it is the effect of. 

_ And now as to the all-important minnow-preserving matter, more interesting 
even than the other matters of the 


‘* Getrocknet, honigsiisze Friichte 
Von Bokara, dem Sonnenland, 
Und tausend liebliche Gedichte 
Auf Seidenblatt von Samarkand,’’ 


in which you take so deep an interest, Mr. Editor, whenever those subjects 
come before you, editorially or otherwise. I will consider the numerous letters 
which have appeared on ¢zs subject in the FISHING GAZETTE, or have reached 
me privately during and since the publication of my articles, with the editorial 
notes on a good few of those public letters. I need not go through the 
pedantic form of enumerating all those communications. But I have read and 
considered them all. Now, what is our aim in this matter? Mine is to pre. 
serve minnows for the three following periods :— 

(1) For a few days, or say a week. 

(2) For a month or five weeks, so as to well cover a month’s holiday. 

(3) For several months, at the utmost. nine months, 7¢.e., to well cover 
either of the following periods, for some time before the beginning of a trouts 
season to its close, or from some time before the end of one trout- season to some 
time after the beginning of the next, so as to ensure a supply of minnows at the 





| commencement of a season; and to have always a stoc’r in hand throughout 
the season. 

As regards thelist period, anglers resident in London, if vigilant, ought t> be 
ab’e to obtain minnows during the winter and the spring, and also to replenish 
their stock frequen'ly during the summer, which would enable them to shorten 
that third period very considerably, Andin the country, in the neighbour- 
hood of trout-streams, minnows are generally procurable pretty easily at short 
intervals during the season, after the early spring, when the minnows have 
come out of the deeps.. An _ all-glycerine medium will pre: 
serve mionows for a week, and, I think for five weeks. Jor the period— 
whatever the number of weeks—beyond which all-glycerine fails 
to preserve minnows for spiziing (by softening them too much) some astringent 
agent—which, O Fupiter Tonans ! will not create nitro-glycerine or other of 
thy fearful fulminants—must be added in such proportion to the glycerine as 
will give the s/ight, sufficient toughness to our minnow and no more; first, for 
the five weeks’ period, possibly, and secondly for the nine months’ period, 
probably. That problem, though I am assisted towards its solution by my 
previous experiments, I Have yet to solve, Herr Weeger has suggested that, 
though boracic acid will act as a preservative in winter, it will not do soin 
summer. Would he, or Mr. Gniddir, or Mr. King, or any other chemical 
reader of the FISHING GAZETTE, kindly explain ow that is, and to what 
extent—whether the whole, three-quarters, half, one-third, or what not—the 
virtue or astringent property of the acid would be destroyed, at what temperature 
and after how long an exposure toit, the destruction wou'd take place, and 
whether by detonation or not, and whether a non-detonative destruction of the 
astringency would tend to rot or dull the blooming minnows, or merely to leave 
them in other raspects izz stati quo ante the non-detonative destruction of their 
astringency ? I certainly understood the high temperature at which that des- 
tructive agency takes place to happen in the dog-days, when 


«The white-skinned Neréids languidly lie down 
Amid the sultry heats.”’ 


But a chemical adviser fancies it must be much more akin to that of those 
fierce ferycurs whereby 


‘The latter fire shall heat the deep, ’ 
and wake up our o/d friend, the Kraken. 


** Then once by man and angels to be seen, 
In roaring he shall rise, and on the surface die.”’ 


What a pretty kettle of fish! And won’t he be ‘‘a warm member”? then? 
I really know no more than the Man in the Moon at what temperature the 
Neréids lie down languidly, or the Kraken rises up, roaring. But to drawa bow 
ata venture, or tomake arough guess, I will suppose the former to be about 100° 
Fahr., about blood-heat, and the latter to be a little over 200 deg., say boiling- 
heat. Now, of course, such a difference would make all the practical difference 
in the world, as regards minnow-preserving with the aid of borazic acid. I 
should also—if I am not getting too troublesome and unintelligible—like to 
know the difference between the kinds and the degrees of the good or astrin- 
gent properties of boracic, salicylic, and tannic acids and alum respectively ; 
together with the kinds and the degrees of their bad qualities, whatever they 
may be, in relation to glycerine—and farticularly if explosive. The toughness 
Iseek to ensure in a preserved minnow is that s/ight toughness which is 
acquired or contracted, asan accomplishment, or a disease, or both (an accom. 
plishment for the angler, and a disease, perhaps, for himself) by a minnow 
during a few days’ captivity: just so much toughness as will enable the 
minnow to be cast without cutting or tearing it, and no 
more. And subject to correc ion, my view is that a small quantity of a 
strong astringent would be better than a large quantity of a weak astrin- 
gent, mixed with glycerine. Except when minnows are scarce, I want the 
minnow to be knocked off the hooks and lost at the first strike of the trout, 
assuming he takes firm hold of the bait, so that he may get the hooks well into 
him in the twinkling of an eye. That is regarded by Ward, and I am satisfied 
is rightly regarded by him, as a point of the utmost importance. ‘The last day 
I fished trout last season I used six minnows only. Three of them [I lost, with 
tackles, on “ riparian nastinesses.’? And yet I brought home six trout. The 
minnows, though they had been preserved for one day only in two-thirds of 
methylated spirits and one-third of pure glycerine, were as tough as leather or 
as indiarubber, and would not knock off the hooks, On that particular occasioa 
that vice of theirs was rather avirtue, as they were the only minnows I had, 
except very large, coarse ones. I lost six or eight runs, though, then, some of 
which losses I imagine probably arose from the over toughness of the baits, and 
the consequent non-flying-out of the hooks. 


‘¢ What dire events from trivial causes spring !”’ 


They say that the history of the world would have been altered more than a 
little by another quarter-inch on or off Cleopatra’s nose. ‘‘ Que scais je?’’ 
A!l I know is, I don’t like methylated-spirited minnows, though my dislike is 
not so much from a nasal point of view, Mr. Editor. I am very desirous of 
trying Herr Wickelheimer’s preservative, of which Herr Weeger kindly gives 
the prescription in the FisHING GAzETre of Feb.17. That prescription has, 
however, the disadvantage of being rather too complex for me to get made up 
for myself conveniently. If any one of your chemical readers (taking your 
hint, Mr. Editor), has made it up for sale, I should be very glad to purchase a 
small quantity of him, 


‘* De Wilton sobbed, for sob he must— 

* Where’er I meet a Douglas, trust 
That Douglasis my brother!’ 

‘ Nay, nay,’ old Angus said, ‘ not so; 

To Surrey’s camp thou now must go, 
Thy wrongs no longer smother. 

I have two sons in yonder field ; 

And if thou meet’st them under shield, 

Upon them bravely—do thy worst ; 

And foul fall him that blenches first.’ ’’ 


On February 26 last, Mr. William King, of No. 1, New Road, Commercial 
Road, E., chemist—so you know now where and how to find him, when, 
reader, you are in his quest—sent me a few minnows ina bottle of his ‘‘ fish- 
preservative ”’ fluid, preserved by him on February 6, asking my opinion upon 
them. And he has since sent me some packets of the powder from which that 
preservative is prepared, for me to experiment upon, saying—in the spirit of 
#‘old Angus ’’—that I must give them a fair field and no favour. That I have 
endeavoured to do, examining them very severely, yet withal tenderly, as if I 
loved them, as, indeed, Ido. For who should have alatch-key to the heart of 
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an cld minnow-spinner, if not he who would invent a superior minnow-pre- 
servative ? : 
“A friend of equal heart!” 
The fluid Mr. King sent me was, and is, in colour a transparent, greenish- 
yellow, suggestive of the Yellow Chartreuse. It had, and his, a pleasant odour 
of camphor. 


‘© O quam placens in colore ! 
O quam fragrans inodore ! 
O quam sapidum in ore! 
Dulce lingue vinculum !” 


I am singing the praises of that famous Liqueur, of course ; for I didn’t ‘© taste 
and try” the ‘‘fish-preservative.’? The flu which on two occasions I have 
made from the powders sent me is a Chartreuse-Green, rather than a Chartreuse- 
Yellow, but is transparent, with a s/ight granular precipitate, and is as strongly 
camphorated as that sent me by Mr. King. WhenTI took the minnows out of 
last-mentioned fluid (on February 26) I found, of course, that 


‘* The trail of the serpent was over them all ’’— 


the tone of the cclour, I mean, and that they had on their bellies, and 
belly- fins, and the irises of their eyes, taken a slightly deeper yellow tint. But 
that would do no harm im spinning, 7 am quite certain. Subject to that, these 
minnows looked almost as lustrous, both in eyes and in body-colours, and as 
delicate in the transparency and non-rigidity of their fins and tails as if they had 
but five minutes before been alive. As to firmness, they were just a shade, 
perhaps, less firm in flesh than live minnows, though I think they were 
very possibly quite as t ugh in skin as live captive minnows. 1 tried one 
some weeks afterwards on the spinning-tackle in the room, but did not cast it. 
It seemed firm and tough enough for casting. As regards their present state, 
those minnows seem to nie cf about the same colour as they were on 
February 26. They may have become a ¢rifle lighter in colour, and have lost 
a little of the depth of their darker markings; bat I could not say that they 
have, it is (if any) so stight. I am not sure whether they are quite as firm and 
tough as they were, or shouldbe. Nor could I tell that without casting them. 
On Fv bruary 27, I exposed two of them to the airon my mantelshelf for forty-eight 
hours. They dried up ofa dull brown colour, and became coated, or well-covered, 
or incrusted, with a-whitish powder, which had evidently come through the skin, 
thus showing the very considerable penetr»tion of the preservative. _Immersing 
those minnows in water just off the chill, the iucrustation at once disappeared, 
and ina very few minutes the minnows became soft enough for spinning with. 
But their brilliant life-colours were not brought back to lie. After such 
tampering with their remains the 


“Beauty with that fearful bloom, 
That hue which haunts it to the tomb,”’ 


had vanished. Onthe zoth March last I immersed twelve dozen minnows 
(many of them very over-grown) in a solution of the powder of about the strength 
original y recommended by Mr. King, a sixpenny packet in a pint of water, 
but using in that proportion of strength only about two-thirds of a pint. At 
the same time I also immersed six dozen small minnows in a solution of about 
double that strength, using about one-third of a pint of water. I did not measure 
quantities exac ly. But I used one whole sixpenny packet over the two solu- 
tions. On the 24th March I spun with a few of the minnows which I had 
preserved in the stronger solution on the 2cth, and I found them in their 
action on the hooks gute equal to that of live captive minnows, and in colour, 
I think, practica'ly equal to them. On the 30th March I examined both sets 
of my own preserved minnows very carefully, and noted the following differ. 
ences. The minnows in the stronger solution were a good deal more firm and 
tough, less hollow in the belly, rather brighter in the eyes, and—strong 
symptom of the greater strength of the solution—they, all of them, had a 
single wrinkle running from the tail, along the middle of the side, over or 
alonyside of the backbone; in fact, to the vent, where, in the thicker part 
of the body, it suddenly ceased. In body-colour I did not detect so much Cif- 
ference subject to this remark, that the overgrown minnows in the weaker solu 
tion had clearly lost a good deal of colour, as if it were washed out of them, 
sometimes in parts only. There was no wrinkle in any of the minnows in the 
weaker solution. But the iarger minnows of that lot were very limp, flabby, 
and hollow-bellied. I am perfectly satisfied that I put too many, or too great 
a bulk, of minnows in that lot into the same preservative. _ 


‘« This chaos, when degree is suffocate, 
Follows the choking. 
And this neglection of degree it is 
That by a pace goes backward, with a purpose 
It hath to climb.”’ 


T have increased the quantity of the fluid in which those minnows are preserved, 
and have improved its quality by adding new (of about the same strength), 
and removing the simy sediment from the o'd, and I will state before 
my Jetter c oses the ultimate result of that pending experiment. The most 
impo tant and tke most difficult point in minnow-preserving is to know 
exactly how many minnows of a g‘ven size, and f r how long a time—for that 
variesthe problem most materially—a given quantity of any given preservative 
will properly preserve, having especial 1egard to the firmness of bait required 
for casting in fly-fishing-spinning, which must he considerably greater than 
need be in minnows used in the pitching style. The minnows preserved by me 
in the stronger solution are just beginning to take a tint from its colour. When 
those in the weaker solution begin to take it I shall know by my eye, before I do 
by my fingers, that they are growing firmer. I may mention here that on putting 
the minnows into the preservative a bluish fim comes over their bodies, anda 
whitish one over their eyes; but these effects, which appear to be of the process 
of slime-removal, soon pass off, leaving the eyes bright and the body-colours 
brilliant. And the preservative-solution will, on its preparation, be found at 
first turbid ; is will, however, settle down, and become perfectly transparent, 
with a very sight granular sediment. Observing, on the immersion of the 
minnows into the solutions, that the fluid became in each case very turbid, and 
that a large quantity of thick, grey sediment was deposited at the bottom of 
the glass bi tile, I wrote to Mr. King, inquiring whether it would be well 
to throw the foul fluid to the Foul Fiend, and fill up the bottle with fresh and 
clean, I received the folowing answer: ‘‘O, thou of little faith!’ (that in 
invis\ble ink) ‘-the reason you have so much sediment in the fluid you are 
trying is because the slime covering the fish is partly soluble in it, and part'y 
not, the furmer causing the turbidity, and the latter the subsiding matter in 
the bottom of the vessel. Do not reject this, but filter through a piece cf 
bibulous paper, formed into the shape of a cone, as per pattern enclosed 
(white blotting-paper answers well), and you will then have a clcar, bright 


solution, as the liquid sample first sent you. This (the keeping of the filtered 
solution) will give you a better opportunity of judging of the length of time the 
preservative retains its power, the which I believe myself will be ad infinitum, at 
least. I know no reason why it should not.” y 


‘And ‘Amen,’ said the Cid Campeador.” 


Acting on those positive instructions, I proceeded to filter the filthy, slimy 
(neither ‘“ placens wm colore’’ nor ‘‘ fragrans in odore’’) fluid, through a conic- 
section of a sheet of thick, white blotting-paper. I got on pretty well with the 
ocular impurity, the filtered fluid looking like a medium-clear sample of brown, 
coun'ry ‘ home-brewed,’’ 
“ Tua nos inebriari 
Digneris potentia.”” 


Not if Iknow it! But the sickly (not sulphuretted hydrogen) odour declined 
to be filtered away. Worseluck to it! Could we not spirit it away gently, with 
a little spirit of camphor, Mr. King? Scent, Jike Charity, covers a 
multitude of sins. I will now give my rationale of preservation of 
minnows in Mr. King’s preservative, so far as my present limited knowledge 
of its properties goes, but subject always, of course, to Mr. King’s corrections, 

and with the self-promise to get more knowledge and understanding of that 
valuable preparation as time goes on. Take one of Crosse and Blackwells 
ordinary-sized pickle-bottles, with the ‘‘ patent lever’’ (water-tight and air- 
tigh') stopper. Empty a 6d. packet of the powder into a gallipot. Mark 
with a lead-pencil on the side of the pot the surface of the powder. Then 
empty the powder into the pickle-bottle, and pour into it, by measurement, 
per the gallipot,as much boiling water as shall be 2} times, by bulk, the 
quantity of the powder. The object of using boiing water is because a 
stronger solution of the preservative, by one-sixth, can be thus made. One part 
of powder is suluble in two and a half parts of boiling water, whe: eas only one 
pait of powder is soluble in three parts of cold water. Having poured your 
boiling water into the bottle, let the fluid-preservative get quite cold, and then 
“agitate! agitate! agitate!’’ till all’s—not blue—but green or yellow. Now 
take your minnows—either by net, or hook, or trap—kill them secundm artem, 
by placing them in a Zot, with just sufficient wa er to cover them, and add 
suddenly a larger quantity of Zwke warm water (about 110° Fahr.) which wil 
“do the job,’’ towt-de-coup. Pour away the water, and put the pickle-minnows 
into the pickle-bottle ; z¢., if they are of the small, standard size for fly- fishing- 
spinning (as drawn in my third ariicle), putin8 dozen. Ifthere are a consider- 
able number of larger minnows, let your aim be not to put into the bottle of 
preservative a greater total bulk of minnows than the 8 dozen standard sized 
ones would amount to. Mr. King calculates that a 6d. packet of his powder, 
dissolved in a pint of cold water, will preserve 18 dozen minnows of the size 
drawn in the third of my articles. But I think that the best advice I can give, 

in the interests of both vendor and purchaser, is to say commence a first experi- 
ment in preserving with a minimwm number of minnows, and increase the number 
as experience in the manipulation of the preservative is acquired. To attempt 
too much at frst, and fail, and then run down the preservative for no fault of 
its own, would be pretty much like giving a dog a bad name and hanging him, 
a thing that, unfortunately, is done every day. Leave the charm to work for 
about 24 hours. Then empty the contents of the bottle into a basin. Stir the 
minnows well about, and cleanse them from all adhering slime and sediment. 
Put them—without the foul fluid—at once back in‘o the (now cleansed) pickle- 
bottle. Then fill up the bottle, say from another like pickle- bottle. with fresh, cold 
solution of the same strength as before. Then pour your foul fluid from 
the basin into, say, another like pickle-bottle, and let it stand till the sediment 

has well settled. Then get several gallipots—the more you use the sooner will 
the nasty job be galloped or gallipotted over—put a due-sized cone of white 
bl-tring-paper into each gallipot, and pour an equal portion of the dirty, slimy 
stuff, less the sediment, intoeachcone. When allisfiltered, collect the disjecta 
membra, and inurn them in the last mentioned pickle-bottle duly cleansed, and 
make a little experiment by immersing in the clarified mess a few fresh-killed 

minnows. You will thus best learn the remaining pcwer of that part-spent 
preservative. Since the above was written, Mr. King (who is not aware of 
these entirely independent views of mine) has written me that he proposes to 

recommend in his ‘‘ Directions for Use,’’ the following alteration as to the 
strength of solution, viz., the solution of a 6d. packet in three- quarters of a pint 
of cold water, which he feels satisfied is strony enough for all practical purposes. 
There will, however, be no harm done in letting what I had written stand, and 

thus letting the reader know the maximum strength of a solution of the ‘ fish- 
preservative.’’? Mr. King also states that, except for appearance sake, there is 
nothing to be gained by removing either the turbid solution or is slimy 
precipitate, and substituting a fresh solution, which, of course, would double 

the expense, by using up two packets of the preservative instead of one. I 
shall probably, acting on the audi alteram partem principle, try both sides of 
the question hereafter. Iam not at all sure that there is any great point (save, 

perhaps, slightly in humanity) to be gained in killing minnows by warm water, 

instead of by putting them alive into the preservative. What is the scientific 
advantage, Mr. King or-Herr Weeger? Test the question, reader, by—a+ 
the same time—killing a few minnows in each way, and preserving them, of 
course, in parts of one and the same solution. Note which lot is the firmer 
and better. I have not yet had an _ opportunity of doing so. 

For making experiments with a few minnows—say, half-a-dozen in 
each experiment—the small, round, large-mouthed pomade or other 
bottles kept by most chemists, with wooden heads and cork stoprers—the 

bottles, I mean—anéd sold to their customers—the chemists’, of course—for a 

few pence a-piece, will be found exceedingly useful. 


‘* Nonsense, that delicious thing, 
Thought-and-Feeling’s effervescence, 
Like the bubbles from the spring, 

In their sparkling evanescence.”’ 


Another useful experiment willbe, afterclearing the preserved minnows from slime, 
as before directed, to put a few in one of those small bottles, and in the follow- 
ing preservative :—Five-sixths of the same solution as the minnows of the same 
batch are being put into, and one-sixth pure or methylated spirit of wine. As 
between spirit pure and methylated, I do not imagine that there would be 
much objectionable smellarising from the one-sixtieth of methyl, that is, naptha, 
which would be in the one-sixth of methylated spirit, even if used on a practical 
instead of a mere experimental scale. On the other hand, the extra cost of one. 
sixth of pure spirit, even on a practical scale, would, by most minnow-spinners, 
probably he deemed a smell matter. The purport of the experiment I have just 
pr posed is to prove whether a somewhat greater toughness might not be given 
to the bait, even if only for the benefit of beginners in fly-fishing- 
spinning. And ‘that experiment might be usefully varied by 
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using three-fourths of Mr. King’s preservative mixed with one-fourth of 
methylated spirit. Those experiments will be very interesting, for two reasons 
First, because, while the spirit has two chief properties in operation, the astrin- 
gency which hardens the minnow, and the other quality which coagulates the 
slime on the minnow, with the ill effects so instructively stated by Herr Weeger, 
Mr. King’s preservative has a much slighter astringency, and has the counter- 
quality which removes the slime from the minnow. Secondly, inasmuch as ad/ 
the slime having, presumably, teen already removed by Mr. King’s preserva- 
tive, there is, perhaps, little or nothing left for the coagulating or otherwise 
bad character of the spirit to werk its mischief on, bat only scope for the 
exercise of its astringent virtue. These views suggest the following 
question:—Is there any other astringent agent, such as alum, or, boracic or 
tannic acid, which, though it might bce eminently undesirable in 
the first, or slime-removing process of Mr, King’s preservative, as 
tending to couvter-work that process, would be of value, when after- 
wards added, either in solid or liquid form, to the preservative, in order 
to act as an astringent agent in iss later processes? ‘The results of 
the experiments with methylated spirit which I have suggested may help to 
throw Jight on the solution of that question. One most important point is to 
preserve the greatest number of minnows (that can be proper/y preserved) in 
the Jeast bulk of preservative. That is a point less of economy, though, than 
of convenience. For ihe lugging about of one heavy and brittle pickle-bottle 
instead of two, cr two instead of three, were 


‘¢ A consummation most devoutly to be wished.”’ 


The hint for the views which I have just expressed was given or strengthened 
by the present state of my twelve dozen minnows preserved in a solution of the 
preservative of about the s'rength recommended by Mr. King. My trustis that 
e e these views are in the reade1’s mind I may be able to begin to write of that 
preservation : ; 

‘¢Tt trembled, but it never passed away.” 


(To be continued.) 


ICE FORMING ON THE BED OF A RIVER. 

Sim, —Is there such a thing in this or any other country as ice forming on the 
bed of a river and not on the surface ? And where is such to be found if it does 
occur? Would it be in any way detrimental to the fish? An answer in your 
next will oblige.—I am, &c., , ti Mf, Be 

Liverpool, April 11. 

[It is no uncommon thing for ‘‘ ground-ice’’ to form on the bed of a river. 
Thames anglers, when chub fishing in the winter, often find ground-ice when 
punting along the stream and the iron-shod pole sometimes sets free a big 
**chunk’’ which comes up bump against the bottom of the punt, unless it is 
anchored to the bottom by the stones, &c. It does not appear to affect the fish 
injuriously except that it often takes a long time to thaw, and keeps them off 
the feed. Ice on the surface of ponds or rivers should be troken in places, and 
-air-holes kept open, or the fish will die of suffocation, z.e., want of air.—ED ] 


. 





DISREPUTABLE SALMON ANGLERS. 

S1r,—I see in the Fie/d of March 31 a letter from an ang’er complaining, and 
apparently with great reason, of the ways and manners of some cf the salmon 
fishers on a river in the south of England. I rather fancy I can spot the 
locality and add my testimony to that of the writer. I beleve the habits and 
customs of some of these gentlemen (?) gave rise last year, or the year before, 
to some exciting scenes. I did hear something about one angler threatening— 
I forget whether the threat was carried out—to pitch another into the water. 
However, let us hope that they will behave better for the future. 

Iam, &c., VERBUM SAP. 





FISHING AT UTTOXETER AND ROCESTER. 
Str,—Mr. R. Chambers asks me in the GAZETTE last week with respect to 
the fishing at Rocester and Uttoxeter. I may say that the fishing is mainly in 
the hands of private freeholders, who mostly give permission for the day to the 
legitimate rodster. Personal application is the more generil way to gain the 
end in view.—I am, &c., THE SPLODGER. 





SIZE OF EXE FISH. 

Srr,—Yesterday I fished the Exe (which is now very low) with midge flies 

on superfine drawn gut collar, and killed seven fish, the biggest weighing 
22 Ib. . 

“My former statement as to size of fish I had killed inthe Exe was met with 
pretended incredulity. ‘This-time, to givenochance for an expression of such 
doubt I placed the fish in: my shop window, with label showing size, &c., to be 
seen by everybody. 

Another angler fishing the same water the same evening with these 
flies, killed three trout, two of which weighed a pound each,—I am, &c., 
R. AUSTEN. 
Tiverton, April 12 





_ ALL-ROUND FISHING IN THE LEA, POACHERS, &c. 

S1r,—Mr. Wheeldon has, in his letter upon this topic, opened up a question 
of great interest to the Metropolitan angler, and as I have for many years been 
an all-round angler in the Lea, it may, perhaps, be of interest to your readers 
to snow that the excellent letter of an ‘‘ All-Round Lea Fixherman”’ sets forth 
my Own experience in every particular, 

Those who walked by old Isaac’s river after the disastrous, and as yet 
mysterious, poisoning of the water, had ample opportunity of seeing the variety 
and size of the Lea’s finny inhabitants ; but a yet better opportunity is afforded 
almost Gaily in the early morning by the netters, who systematically, and I 
may almost add uninterruptedly, pursue their nefarious trade between Lea 
Bridge and Tottenham. Are there any water-bailiffs watching those waters, 
and if so, where do they get to when poachers are about ? 

But, to revert to the subject of legitimate sport, I am certain rhat those who 
will try it may make a good bag with the fly ; for, morning and evening, fish of 
nearly all descriptions are rising in this much-abused little river. Bottom 
pee, however, is all one sees in the Lea, and the universal bait is paste and 

ran. 

To catch fish where they see so much of the angler, and where the soil is so 
soft as in the Lea valley, and affords such an ample supply of focd, will require 
all the skill of an old hand, and even then an empty creel may result; but, for 


all that, the fish are there and, though shy, will not on all occasions refuse to 
look at a tempting lob or fly deftly cast. 

The Lea has many advantages over the Thames. No punts are required, 
and the whole breadth of a stream full of fish is under command, and every 
likely corner can be fished from the bank, which, though not so grand as on the 
larger river, has many picturesque spots and quaint corners to gratify the 
appreciative rodster’s sense of beauty.—I am, &c., A RAMBLER, 

Stoke Newington 





LEA FiSHING. 

Str,—I read with great pleasure Mr. Wheeldon’s article on ‘:J.ea Fishing,” 
and, Sir, I assure you it set me longing to have a try for some of those fellows. 
But that would be an impossibility with acaner ach-rod. But may I ask if 
you think a 4-joint hickory and greenheart 12 foot spinning rod could be 
adapted tothe Nottingham style, or would it be too heavy? It is a well- 
balanced rod, and has plenty of play init. 

I purposed using a brass check winch, and plaited, undressed line, so as to 
cast in the Thames style. 

Touching ‘‘Harelug’s’’ letter about a 24-lb. pike being kicked to 
death, and another correspondent’s contradiction to the same, in last week's 
GAZETTE, allow me to sy that an intimate friend of mine has seen two men 
kick a 4-]b. pike to death across a large field at the Welsh Harp Fiskery. Ican 
substantiate this. May I ask youto publish this, as I don’t think the corre- 
spondent who contradicted ‘* Hurelug’’ adopted a proper tone in his le.ter, 
and fair play is a jewel, and should be shown to correspondents and fish as 
well. 

I hope you will pardon me for trespassing so on your time.—Iam, &c, 

Mile End, E. Wi): 

[The rod will answer very well for Nottingham style if the rings are fairly 
large.—ED.] 





ANOTHER ANGLERS’ TOURNAMENT, &c. 

Sr1r,—Allow me to say I was glad to see in your GAzeTTE of 7th of April, 
1883, that it is likely there will be another Anglers’ Tournament. I beg to say 
I shall be glad to make one of them, and pay my own expenses _ [I trust it 
will be soon after the Exhibition opens, as I intend coming to see what is to be 
seen, and I knowI cannot wait long after it is opened.—I am, &c., 

‘ ; JOHN Foster. 

Caythorpe, near Lowdham, Notts. 

P S.—I wonder if I shall be able to come to the Exhibition for three days 
for one railway fare? Please allow me also to ask, through the FisHinG 
GAzeTTs, if any kind Welshman will make me a present of a pattern fly for 
trout called smoky blue, and a few feathers, so .that I may make a few myself, 
and in returnI shall be glad to forward a couple of landrail’s wings, besides 
feeling grateful ? 


TEMPERATURE OF THE WATER. 

S1r,—In Foster’s ‘‘ Scientific Angler ’’ he speaks of the temperature of the 
water as being the criterion for good sport, not so much the particular quarter 
from which the wind may blow, or air temperature. Can you, or some of your 
correspondents, inform me nearly what that temperature is P—I am, &c., 

M. L. H. 

[The temperature of the water depends on the time of year, of course, to a 
great extent, and the amount of heat that it has absorbed. We think Foster 
means that the difference between the air and water temperature is to be 
studied; thus, you sometimes, after a long series of warm days and nights, get 
a cold wind, and for a day or two the water will be warmer than the air; or, 
after continued cold, you may get afine warm day and expect spore, but the 
water has not had time to get warm. As the temperature of the water in- 
creases, the various water flies hatch out rapidly and the fish rise; cold retards 
or entirely checks the rise of the insect from is case in the river bed, and con- 
sequently there is no rise. On such days if the fish are feeding at al it is on the 
bottom.—ED. ] 





ANGLING IN IRELAND. 

S1r,—I was very g’ad indeed t> seein the FisHiInG GAZETTE of last week 
the letter you sent to the Zimes with respect to Irish fishing. I can corro- 
borate, and gladly, what you say. Last summerI was on detachment at a 
place called Ba'lazhadereen, co Mayo; it is about forty miles from Ballina 
‘There was a large lake, Loch Gara, close by, and I used to fish nearly every 
day, either in the lake or in the river (Lung), near the town. Though I had 
frequently to go out with my men to protect bailiffs when distraining on goods, 
&c,, I never received the s'ightest incivility from any of the people of the 
county. On the contrary, I one day dragged the lake with a net, which meant 
fourmen up to their middle in water for two or three hours, and at the end of 
the day it was with the greatest difficulty I could get them to take a small 
remuneration for what they had done. 

I think English anglers make an enormous mistake in not coming over here 
to fish. The accommodation, certainly, isnot A 1; but they are certaia, as far 
as trout-fishing goes, to get read/y good sport. Anystream that has trout in 
it, itis simply a matter of form asking the owner to allow fishing in it; he will 
give it willingly. So many Irishmen being out of the country, the streams are 
little fished, and I really believe that it would well repay a man fond of fishing 
to come over to Limerick and stay there—say next month. He can get trout- 
fishing, and any amount of pike-fishing.—Iam, &c., 

W. H. CUNLIFFE, 
Capt. 2nd Bn. Oxfordshire Lt. Inf y, 
The County Club, Limerick, April 8. 





FISHING IN THE ISLE OF MAN. 

S1r,—As many people come to the Isle of Man expecting to have some 
trout-fishing, I write to let it be generally known, and to prevent disappoint - 
ment, that no one can now fish hera without taking out 2 licence. For salmon 
or white trout a licence for the season or even a day costs 21s. ; for trou’, 
7s. 6d. for season and 2s. 6d. a week 

The having to take a licence is not the worst of it, for the riparian owners 
and farmers on the banks of most of the streams, having taken umbrage at the 
Fishing Act (Local) which came in force this season, have combined and 
resolved to allow no one to fish in their streams, The enclosed advertisement 
applies to only one, but almost every river of any size is in the same category. 
am, &c., A DISAPPOINTED ANGLER, 

Douglas, Isle of Man. ‘ 

P.S,—The following is a copy of the notice; —'' We, the undersigned, being 
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AN ANGLING ASSOCIATION FOR BATH. 

Sin,—Your correspondents, Messrs. Blackmore and Horsey, are probably 
aware that a Bristol angling association preserve the Avon from Limpley Stoke 
to Bradford-on=Avon, including portions of the trioutaries, the Midford and 
Frome brooks ; but that this association has lost a deal of water through the 
refusal of some landowners to come to terms with them. If some more of the 
Bath anglers would join their Bristol brethren (some have already done so) and 
suggest to the committee of the Avon and Tributaries, Association the advisa~ 
bility of taking more water to make up for that they have lost, and ascertain 
from the farmers and landowners between Bathampton and Limpley Stoke 
whether they would grant them the Avon between thos? two places, together 
with any other brooks in the neighbourhood, they might then form an associa. 
of the two towns united, which, [ have little doubt, with the aid of a good, 
hard.working committee, would in a short time be wealthy enough to obtain 
nearly a!l the water in tke neighbourhood. Hoping to have at least shown 
that there exists a good basis for a strong association, and that some of the 
leading Bath fishermen will improve on my suggestions,—I am, &c., 

CLEARING RING. 

[This se ms to us a valuable suggestion, and we strongly advise the Bath 

and Bristol englers to combine.—ED. ] 


the owners or occupiers of the land extending from Kirk Braddan Bridge, in 
the parish of Braddan, to Cooilingil and Ballaglonney, in the parish of 
Marown, through which the Dhoo River and its tributaries flow, hereby give 
notice that it is our intention to strictly preserve such river and its tributaries, 
Therefore, any person found trespassing on the lands adjoining the said river 
or its tributaries, for the purpose of fishing or otherwise, will be prosecuted 
according to law, without fur her notice.”’ 
(Then follow about thirty names of owners.) iy 

[What a short-sighted policy it is which makes the rules and restrictions 01 
angling in any district so onerous and unpleasant as t» diive vi-itors away ! 
Why, these very farmers who are going to ‘* prosecute without further notice ’’ 
will find that the hotel keepers will neither waut so much nor pay the same 
price tor their produce when ang'ers cease to visit them; but they will find this 
out, as the Jrish hotel-keepers are doing, that the loss of angler customers 
cannot be made up in any way, and when once a district getsa bid name 
among anglers from any cause, it generally keeps it.—Ep.] 





PRIZE-FISHING. 

Sir,—If it is absolutely necessary, as R. Woolfall, Esq., asserts, to give 
prizes tokeep the clubs from collapsing, I 2m extremely sorry for the clubs, 
and the sooner they collapse the better. 

“Take away prize-fishing, and nineteen out of every twenty clubs would 
collapse, for there would be nothing to seep them together, and their interest 
in each would die a natural death.” 

To show you the absurdity of his remarks, I have been informed that the 
Gresham have given up prizes, and, instead, the committee propose to vote a 
silver medal for the best specimen of each class. 

This is, indeed, a step in the 1ight di ection; and let’us hope other clubs 
will follow suit. 

How any human being calling himself an angler can engage in a pegged- 
down match I cannot cunceive.—I am, &c., MARK ANTONY. 

P.S.—The letter by ‘* An All-round Lea Fisherman” is the best of its kind 
I have read for many a long day. 

[Then a silver ‘‘ prize medal’’ is not a prize >—ED.] 


WATERPROOFING LINES WITH PARAFFIN, 

S1R,— Having reac the letter of E Weeger some few wees since in your 
journal respecting the above, Idetermined to try and see what resu!ts could be 
obtained precise y on the lines given. LTinclose you a spetimenof what Ihave 
done with a twisted silx line; it certainly has the merit of preventing any curls 
ing inthe line, and I should like-to have your opinion as to whether is is any 
approach to that submitted to you by your esteemed foreign correspondent, to 
whom we are Lighly indebted for the lucil and clear mauner this subject was 
giventous —i am, &c., ANGLER. 

March 30. : 

[ Phe sample is fairly good, but ‘‘ Anger’? has left rather too much of the 
dressing on the line.—ED.] 














What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Jadiciously aid Ski fully Administered. 
r ; ; \ é . Bank, Bolton, 21 Jun>, 1832. 
DEAR >1R,—I cin speak well of your Appli-nces, and w.ll certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if be wrives.—Y ours truly, Jo. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr. H. S. Park, H. S. PARK’Ss MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
St, Ann’s Place, Manchester. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to assure you that I received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to-my feet for Rueumatism. I had been 
suffering acutely for weeks jrom this, and have never been troubled since,—Yours truly, Frevx, Tuompson, auctioneer. 
H. §. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD BISHOP ate Gey nak give Urqual fied Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 
: J y . : ; Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, :8$0. 
Dear S1r,—I can certainly say that 1 derived great bereft from the use of your Magne ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, J. MANcuHESreER. 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. s 
H.S§. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakress brought on by “ Exc ss,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis,—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm:, Bron- 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength_— H. S. PARK, €0A, Merket Street, Mancheste~. 


BRITISH ANGLERS TROUT FISHING, 
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Visiting the North-west of Ireland will find Comfortable 
Quarters in the centre of the District at 


THE MOY HOTEL 


ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


ISHINt; IN THE. NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS,—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 
Aire, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ey, or o Ler tivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 


: BALLINA (Co, Mayo.) 
shire, and desirous of ubtaining information as to Fishing, i 
Lcdgirgs, &c., should make their wants known through the J. ROURKE u Pro pie tor. 


medium of the Po Me THE MOY (one of the most prolific Salmon rivers in 

Cablishéd a5 Skipton in-Cra seal the three Kingdoms) rens close to the Hotel ; fi-hing 
which tas tke most extensive circulation in the neighbour-|in it FREE on some grand casts above and be'ow 
hocd of these rivers. the town, Loughs Conn, Cullen, Talt, Carra Lake 


Views of the Wharfe, Bolt yr Ss. : ee : : 
pics aS ip ome ee ee &c., may be ob-| Tough Fasky in the peal ome all affording good 
ishing Free 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS|IMPERIAL AND ROYAL 
Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water H OTE iS: 


strictly preserved, belonging to 
THE WELSH HARP FISHERY Ranga eoeiiayo), 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S. ae Ga. 
; FRSONS stayi he above Hotels wil ss 
BOATS, PUNTS, &e. desea ctr | eee eer 


: facility t i i 
“ Pike, perch, roach, &v., are numerous.”— Par ep cat by the Proprietor to insure good sport for 


Angler’s Diary. Some of the best free cas's on the Moy wi:hin three 


Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to | Minutes’ walk of these Hotels. 
Welsh Harp, First-class cars and boats for the day always ready. 


The Hotel omnibus attends all trains, 
(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


WILLIAM FLYNN, Proprietor. 
FISHING FREE! 
FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD, 


‘* The best in the West of England.’’ 


SALMON, GRILSE, TROUT 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a p<rfect 


‘ Acd othe: Pishing in the Celebrated 
Fisherman’s home, al-o capital Sea Fishing. Locks Conn and Cu! én ete 
; Y 


eee ete, Table and Posting. 
arifli—Weekly Boarders, £2 ss. 6d., includin a Bs i 
(table d’ hote} picket tap Digna. Ga Ze J HOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, 
Begs leave to inform his friends and gentlemen that 
he has a Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 


attendance, 
Bank Fishing Free to Visitors, 

apglers, a’so Good Boats. Terms moderate. 
Apply to 


Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
CLARKE, 
Lough Conn Lodge, Cloughans, Ballina, 


Railway. ey « 
Co, Mayo, Ireland. 





J 




















Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
, South Devon. 

Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—-the Z 

mildest climate in England for winter fishing. (Large Gillaroo Trout and Heavy Pike in the Lake.) 








rP\HERE are vacancies th s season for two Rods on the 
river Monneow, subscription £5. 
Apply to Ropert Wriacutson, Newport, Mon , Hon. Sec. 


TROUT FISHING. 


ay ANTED, Fly-fishing f.r the coming season, within an 
hour or two of Lond-n.—State length of water and 
terms to 


P. H. P., care of Mr, Abbott, 46, Eastcheap, B.C. 








LYNMOUTIH, NORTH DEVON, 


SEVEN MILES OF TROUT FISHING IN 
THE RIVER LYN. 


NGLERS visitisg N. Devon can have all particulars 

respecting the abcve from the Cemmittee of the Lyn 

tishing Association on application to the Treasurer, Mr. 
Heywoob, Bath Hotel, Lynmuuth, 








Silmon F.shing in the season, 


TIVERTON, DEVONSHIRE, - 


4 URNISHED APARTMENTS at a Farmhouse, three 

miles from Tivertcn and one mile from the river Exe, 

comprising Sitting, Dining, Breakfast, and Three Bed- 
rooms, ‘Lhe whole or part. : 


Mr. Crook, Firebeacon, Tiverioa, 











SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 

VER Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ver- 

nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Moun‘ain Air, 

Turkish, Russian, &c., Baths, *Bus to every Tan, Shel- 

tered from East Winds. rms, per day, f om 8s, €d.; per 

wee’, £2 12s. 6d.—Cattanver Hypropainic, Ca‘lander, 
Perthshi e. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Fli-s made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other ar ificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
teyuisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S:-ect, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
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ANNUAL DINNER OF THE GRESHAM ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


HE annual dinner of this society was most successfully held 
at the Holborn Restaurant, on Wednesday last; Mr. Alder- 
man Cotton, M.P., in the chair. After the customary loyal toasts 
had been drunk, 
The Chairman, in proposing ‘‘ The Gresham Angling Society,” 
said: Mr. Harding and Gentlemen, so very many important 
toasts are to be proposed to-night, that one hardly knows which 
to pronounce to be the toast of the evening. But, as we have 
dined, to use the language of Izaak Walton, we will now proceed 
to our work; and I suppose the interest most in the minds of 
gentlemen here present will be that of tke ‘‘ Gresham Angling 
Society.” (Cheers.) It is but a little toddling thing—being only 
two years old—but it seems to have grown wonderfully; and I am 
bound to say that the members of this society do not present to 
me that juvenile look which I might have expected from a young 
society. (Laughter.) And Ido begin to think that those who 
indulge in the science ar:d craft of angling are those who have 
got tired of this world’s whirligig and have gone in for the more 
quiet and contemplative practice of angling. I suppose there is 
no art which is followed by men which does lead to so much con- 
templation as that of angling. I myself do very much desire to 
be an angler, and I do remember, when I was about ten years of 
age, being taken out upon a fishing excursion, and, in the short 
space of half an hour, landing successfully two dozen and a half 
of bream. (‘“‘No.”) Yes. That gave me a liking for the 
‘gentle art: ” I at once got rod, line, and all the appliances, but 
Iam bound to say I have never been so successful again. I 
remember, when I was Sheriff of London and Middlesex, being 
in the Highlands of Scotland, and throwing a fly and catching a 
salmon, but that salmon was about the length of my little finger— 
(laughter)—but my colleague at that time would hardly believe I 
had been successful in capturing even a fish of that size. These 
are recollections which apply to this recreation which you are so 
fond of, and Iam proud and pleased to see that such a large and 
successful club has been established in so short atime. There 
are about 200 members, and I find that you are not satisfied with 
that contemplation which may be within your own minds; but you 
established yourselves for other purposes, and founded a 
library which has been filled by your own members, so 
that when the weather is too dull or too disagreeable for 
fishing you may enjoy your own time in your own rooms and in 
your own societies. I find youare wise in your generation ; but you 
are not satisfied with a knowledge of the good things of this life. 
You have conversaziones and other entertainments. Strange to 
say, this is the bi-centenary of Izaac Walton’s death. He died 
two hundred years ago at that mature or advanced age of 93, which 
isa good augury for all you gentlemen who follow the two most 
imperative rules of life—namely, temperance and angling. 
(Cheers.) I find also that Dr. Noel, whose monument is in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, was a very great angler. He preserved his 
sight, his hearing, his intellect, and all his intelligence up to the 
age of 95; he departed this life in almost the full enjoyment of 
his faculties ; and he attributed it entirely to his having been an 
angler nearly the whole of his life, and a temperate man. But 
still, when one looks to Izaac Walton one finds that on his way 
to fishing in the early morning he used to take his morning 
draught, and as there were no Blue Ribbon men in those days, I 
‘cannot for one moment suppose that that morning draught was a 
draught of water. It would be a draught more substantial, and 
perhaps more beneficial to a man who rose with the first blush of 
the daylight, and walked on towards his day’s fishing. I believe 
‘that you are most useful members of society, although I think that 
fishermen are very predatory in their own habits. If they sawa 
nice little nook in which they thought there was a nice trout, I do 
not think tiiey would mind trespassing in order to secure it; and 
if they were interrupted by the owner of the land they would beg 
pardon—they were not aware they were trespassing—and they 
would ask him to take possession of the finest fish they had got. 
(Laughter.) But if Mr. Spreckley were to catch a man he would 
at once hand him over to the police. When JI look around here 
and see the very healthy looks which are on the faces of all the 
members of this club, lam quite sure that the majority of those 
oresent to-day are anglers. (Cheers.) I am quite sure every 
ingler is ‘“‘a very jolly good fellow.’ I have never heard of 
anglers getting into trouble except through Mr, Spreckley—I am 

















speaking of the members of the Gresham Club. But I do think 
that, of all out-deor sports, fishing must lead to most contempla- 
tion : that it must exalt the mind, and that it must lead us to think 
of higher and better things. Other sports are much more 
athletic, but. I am bound to say that hoble art of 
cricket is replete. with dangers equivalent almost to the 
bombardment of Egypt, or something of that sort; and as to the 
game of football, it is hardiy a game at all. In every sport in 
which we indulge we cannot help being hurt occasionally. We 
cannot complain of anything of that sort in the sport and re- 
creation of this club, and in proposing its health to youl do so 
most sincerely. I hope that it will have a long life, and will have 
a large increase of members, and will be enabled to preserve all 
the rivers within a reasonable distance. I trust it will extend its 
operations as far as it can do, because that which leads men out 
into the open fields, and that which leads them to contemplate 
nature, must be elevating and beneficial to the human race. I 
beg to couple with this toast the name. of Mr. Crumplen. 

Mr. T. Crumplen: I very much regret to say that atelegram 
has been handed to me from Professor Huxley. We all feel 
greatly disappointed that he is unable to be present with us to- 
night. The telegram is addressed to the chairman, and says: 
‘* Please offer my apologies for absence. I am disabled by severe 
cold, and forbidden to leave my house by the docior.” I.think 
Professor Huxley has given us a very tangible excuse, and I am 
sure we all very much regret his absence. Mr. Edward Birkbeck, 
chairman of the International Fisheries Exhibition, personally 
desired me to express his regret, owing to the pressure and the 
work now thrown upon him in connection with that Exhibition, 
to which he is devoting his entire time, that he would be unable 
to be present with us. There_are several other gentlemen who 
have also expressed their regret at being unable to be with us. 
1 will now read to you the report for the past year, which has been 
drawn up by the committee. 

‘ REPORT 1882-3. 

In presenting their second annual report, your committee are happy 
to state that the society not only continues its career of usefulness, 
but that a survey of its work during the past year affords good ground 
for congratulation. 

The Right Hon. Lord George Hamilton, M.P., president of the 
society, not only continues to take an interest: in its operations, but 
Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P., and 
Alderman Sir William McArthur, M.P., have lately accepted the 
office of vice-presidents, in addition to those previously in office. 

In the autumn of last year the attendance of members rendered it 
desirable to remove to more suitable premises, and the society is now 
permanently located at the Masons Hall Tavern, where there is 


. ample room for its meetings, and the museum and library have 


adequate space. ’ 

The society differs from most angling societies in being not exclu- 
sively a fishing club, wherein the members are only anxious to see 
who can take the greatest quantity of fish in a siven time (however 
much such institutions may be respected); but it aims at a higher 
standard, and endeavours to obtain and disseminate information on 
all subjects likely to prove useful to the angler. It accomplishes this 
by means ofits library; by the papers regularly read and discussed 
at its meetings, many of them of a scientific character; and by sup- 
porting all good angling movements. 

The library, numbering about 250 volumes, has been for the most 
part the gift of individual members. Among the donors during the 
year have been Messrs. Alfred Bates, Bentley, Crumplen, Frost, 
Nuthall, Norman, Powell, Robertson, and Wheeldon, to all of whom, 
eciaily Mr. Powell for presenting a complete and bound set of the 
/dz, the committee tender their warmest thanks. 
he papers read before the society have been:—‘‘A Day on the 
Darenth,” Mr. Young ; ‘‘ Fishing at Connemara,” Mr. Callaghan ; 
**On the Introduction of Black Bass into English Waters,” Mr. 
Marston; ‘‘ Trout Culture,” Rev. Hayman Cummings; ‘‘ Barbel 
Fishing,” Captain Alfred ; ‘* An Angler’s Parliament,’’ Mr. Parker ; 
‘« The Special Senses of Fishes,” Dr. Brunton; ‘‘ Perch,” Mr. Charles 
Bates; ‘‘ Fly Fishing,” Mr. Edwin Frost; and ‘‘The Barbule of the 
Barbel,” Dr. Theodore Cash. 

The committee’trust to have papers of international interest read 
during the coming season, and to be favoured with the presence and 
assistance of some of the distinguished icthyologists and anglers 
attending the Great International Fisheries Exhibition, to whom the 
society is desirous of extending a warm and hearty welcome. Some 
of the papers given in the earlier portion of the season are about to be 
bound up and published in a volume ; the remainder, it is hoped, will 
appear at no distant date. Several ofthem have been illustrated by 
microscopic préparations, ard the committee are indebted to Mr. 
Bentley tor the aid he has so kindly rendered. Lhe interest evoked 
by these readings on all occasions has been: very marked, and your 
committee learn with pleasure that readings of a similar character, 
followed by.a discussion, are now given by many angling clubs. 
Selections of music are frequently given alter the meetings, anda 
conversazione, to which ladies were invited, was recently very suc- 
cessfully held, nearly three hundred members and friends being 
assembled. 

The past year will be memorable as the first in which angling 
societies have taken any special interest in coarse-fish culture, an 
interest brought about chiefly through the efforts of Mr. Marston, to 
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which this society has given every possible en:ouragement. One of 
Lund’s hatching-boxes, lent to the society by the United London 
Fisheries Association, has been placed on our water at Waltham, and 
your committee readily gave permission for that water to be netted 
to precure the requisite supply of perch for that and two other boxes, 
which are under the charge of Mr. Ghurney, at Ponder’s End, 

Your committee are glad to notice the establishment of a National 
Fish Culture Association, which they trust 1s destined to do much for 
all our fisheries, freshwater and marine. 

The total weight of fish taken by members during the past year 
(appearing on the books of the society) is about 650 lb., chiefly takes 
of pike, perch, barbel, trout, and grayling; but this by no means re- 
presents the whole number taken, many members, from various cir- 
cumstances, being disinclined to weigh in their fish. Among the 
members weighing in have been Captain Alfred, G. Austin, Dr. 
Brunton, F. Behrend, E. Bennett, H. Brett, R. Bryant, J. F. Clarke, 
W..Cotton, T. Crumplen, J. McDowall, J. Ellis, H. L. A. Godwin, 
J. Groom, S. C. Harding, W. R. Hunt, A. G. Jardine, W. Miller, 
T. White, and W. R. Young. 

Your Committee are pleased to state that, as a rule, these gentle- 
men have not only taken good specimen fish, but that several 
exceptionally fine cases (samples of their takes) have been added to 
the society’s museum. ‘These include pike by Messrs. Jardine and 
Knechtli, perch by Mr. H. Brett, grayling by Dr. Brunton ; and for 
these cases space has been applied for, and allotted, in the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition. 

Your committee will shortly submit proposals to the society, whereby 
it may mark its appreciation of the merits of the successful anglers, 
without offering prizes in a form detrimental to what they consider the 
true interests of sport. 

Members will be glad to know that the society has been officially 
represented at every meeting of importance throughout the year, 
especially in reference to the Great Exhibition, the Fish Cultural 
Association, the Tournament at Hendon, and las}, but not least, the 
conference relative to the proposed alterations in the by-laws of the 
Thames. 

The society has contributed, more or less, to a number of funds 
raised for angling purposes, such as the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society and kindred objects, whilstethe Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society has not been forgotten, the contributions of the members of 
our society to that deserving institution showing a marked increase 
over that of last year. 

The committee desire to return their hearty thanks to the Press for 
their kindly notices of the proceedings of the society, occasional 
references to their meetings having appeared in almost all the daily 
and other papers. They would especially thank THE FISHING 
GAZETTE, “ Bell’s Life,” ‘‘ City Press,” and ‘‘ Cripplegate,” for their 
long and frequent reports. 

In conclusion, they would express the hope that members will 
continue to attend the Tuesday evening meetings as frequently as 
possible; show, whenever practicable, fish taken; and work heartily 
in unison to promote the objects of the society and the advancement 
of their common sport.. By. these means the Gresham Angling 
Society will assuredly consolidate its strength, and justify its claim to 
hold a foremost place among the angling societies of England. 

The Chairman, in proposing ‘‘The International Fisheries 
Exhibition,”’ said: This is, perhaps, really for once in your exist- 
ence the toast of the evening. On all other occasions, ‘‘ The 
Gresham Angling Society” would have been the toast of the 
evening ; but as we are not likely again—at any rate, for some ten 
or twenty years—to have another International Fisheries Exhibition 
at South Kensington, I am quite sure the members of the society 
will agree with me that this is the toast of the evening, and that 
they will join in wishing the Exhibition every success. #ft is a 
curious fact, and perhaps one which strikes me with more surprise 
than yourselves, that the International Exhibitions at Berlj 
Norwich, and Edinburgh should have been so successful. ° 
bound to say, in my innocency and my ignorance, I did not think 
it possible ; but I am told that the coming Exhibition is to be of 
such importance that it will bring people from all parts of England 
and from all parts of the world to inspect and to see it. There is 
no doubt that all the European Governments and all those Govern- 
ments wkich have an interest inthe human race, have been most 
liberal in their subscriptions in forming a fund for pushing the 
Exhibition ; and there have also been a great many guarantees to 
the society, so that there should be no hindrance to making it one 
of the greatest possible success. Mr, Birkbeck, by an immense 
amount of patronage, has been able to bring this Exhibition at 
South Kensington so near to completion that I believe early in 
May Her Majesty will do the Gresham Angling Society and the 
public generally the honour of opening it. When anything 
is national, all parties subscribe, not only their money, 
but their intelligence; and there is no doubt that this will be 
perhaps one of the most interesting Exhibitions we have had 
since the first International Exhibition presided over by the late 
Prince Consort, which had such immense influence upon all our 
social habits, our dress, and art, that we feel its influence to this 
day. I believe the success of the International Fisheries Ex- 
hibition will do more to double and treble the members of this 
our club than anything else can possibly do. (Cheers.) The 
importance of fish is, of course, very great. It has been said that 
a great deal.of fish has up to the present time been wasted, and 
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‘meat becoming dearer is to give fish at a reasonable price. 
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we wish to secure it and to supply it economically to the public 
for their food and for their advantage. At the present moment 
there can be no doubt that meat is in great jeopardy owing to the 
foot-and-mouth disease, and other complaints from which cattle 
and flocks have been suffering. Prices are beyond the reach of 
the poorer classes ; and I think there is a good deal of sentiment 
in the order which Her Majesty the Queen gave to her household 
It is highly important 
that the flock should be cultivated by every possible means, at the 
same time allowing free trade to the farmer to do what he likes 
with his lambs and sheep. But there is no question that the 
annual fleecing of sheep has been greatly reduced—namely, from 
75 millions to 32 millions at the present time; and when you 
consider the increasing demand for meat by a growing popula- 
tion it is very important that anything which helps to reducethe 
consumption should be carried out. The only way of aaa cr 

at 
seems to have been the agitation for some considerable time past, 
and the International Exhibition ought to be the means of carry- 
ing it out. There is a passage in Izaac Walton which is apposite 
to the Exhibition, and with your permission I will read it :— 


“¢ God quickened in the sea and in the rivers, 
So many fishes of so many features, 
That in the waters we may see all creatures, 
Ev’n all that on the earth are to be found, 
As if the world were in deep waters drown’d ; 
For seas as well as skies have sun, moon, Stars, 
As well as air—swallows, rooks, and stares: 
As well as earth—vines, roses, nettles, melons, 
Mushrooms, pinks, gilliflowers, and many millions 
Of other plants more rare, more strange than these, 
As very fishes living in the seas: 
As also rams, calves, horses, and hogs, 
Wolves, urchins, lions, elephants, and dogs; 
Yea, men and maids; and, which I most admire, 
The mitred bishop and the cowled friar: 
Of which examples but a few years since 
Were shown, the Norway and the Polonian Prince.” 


“‘These seem to be wonders, but have so many confirmations from 
men of learning and credit that you need not doubt them, nor are the 
number, nor the various shapes of fishes more strange or more fit for 
contemplation than their different natures, inclinations, and actions, 
concerning which I shall beg your patient ear a little longer.” 


I am going to ask you to drink success to the International 
Fisheries Exhibition. We are honoured to-night by the presence 
of the American Commissioners to the Exhihition. (Cheers.) 
It is the first time that our American cousins have done us the 
honour to visit any similar exhibition, but, being here, I am quite 
sure that the welcome which the Gresham Anglers’ Association 
has given to them to-night will be fully appreciated in the United 
States when it is recorded there. I beg to couple with this toast 
the name of Professor Goode. (Cheers.) 

Professor Goode: In behalf of the anglers, fish culturers, and 
fishermen of my country, I thank you most heartily for the honour 
which you have conferred upon us. I feel it is hardly necessary 
for me to say anything in behalf of the International Fisheries Ex- 
hibition, because it seems to me that its success is already entirely 
secured. I have already seen three similar exhibitions, and from 
what I have seen of the preparations at South Kensington I can. 
say confidently this is going to be the Great International 
Fisheries Exhibition of the world. (Cheers.) The message which 
my fellow-countrymen sent to meI cannot venture to express in 
words, but if you willcome to our section in the Fisheries Ex- 
hibition we will try and show you there what they have sent in a 
tangible way. Some 260 years ago a small company of fishermen 
went to North America and established a colony there, chiefly for 
the purpose of fishing. We find in early records of the Plymouth 
colonists of the abundance of fish in the waters, and of the great 
delight which they took in hauling forth those treasures from the 
deep. America sends over to the mother-country examples of 
what it has done during the past 260 years, and what it is now 
doing, in the way of fishing, in the way of angling, in the way of 
fish culture, and in the way of fish protection. We have done, as 
my countrymen say, our level best; and I think we cannot do 
better than we shall do on the floors of the Exhibition building at 
South Kensington. We have come here to see in this friendly 
competition the evidence that this Exhibition is going to be the 
crown of all the exhibitions of its kind which have ever been held 
in the history of exhibitions. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Godwin, in proposing ‘‘ River Preservation and Angling 
Societies,” said: We have for many years past had to deplore the 
scarcity of fish in our open waters; but, I am happy to say, what- 
ever the causes may have been of late years, we have seena 
marked improvement. I believe it has been mainly owing to the 
exertions of the River Preservation Societies in this country. 
Results have yet to be seen, but that they have been successful 
there can be no question. We now have our Act of Parliament, 
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and I think on the whole it is preserved. The society that has 
been brought more prominently to our notice as Londoners 
than any other is the Thames Angling Preservation Society. 
It is quite clear that if the successful results of the River 
Preservation Association are to be continued, we must, as 
anglers, support it. The objects of that society cannot 
be carried out unless it is supported. It is no use our giving 
half a guinea or aguinea; but we must ask our fellow men to 
assist us in doing some good. I consider that the river Thames 
is one of the most beautiful rivers in the world. With this toast 
I beg to couple the name of Mr. Spreckley, who has devoted so 
much of his time to the preservation of our noble river, and also 
Mr. Geen and Mr. Sachs. (Cheers.) 
Mr. T. Spreckley: I am sure that the meeting to-night will be 
productive of very great good.. The River Preservation Societies 
' and the angling societies do us a good deal of good, and they help 
_us to carry out our work. The work of the Thames Angling Preser- 
vation Society is not dining, is not drinking, and is not smoking: 
the work of the society is work by day and work by night. When 
you are enjoying yourselves there are several gentlemen on our 
committee who may be found at all times of the night—some- 
. times at two o’clock in the morning—looking out for men who 
wish to do wrong. If we want to preserve the Thames and to 
preserve the law we must have men who work by day—men who 
think, and when they have thought are prepared to carry out those 
thoughts. I do feel very strongly upon this question of fishing. I 
* believe it to be a great public benefit; I believe that if the pre- 
servation of fish is carried out properly,a great amount of good 
may bedone. Let poor men fish in water belonging to noble- 
men. We cannot live without working men ; and if we can benefit 
those men let us do so. Make the working man a good angler, 
make him a good citizen. There is a law that says that perch shall 
not be taken under 8 inches long and jack under 12 inches. If 
we can find a man who knows nothing about fishing, and teach 
that man that it is dishonourable to catch such fish we shall be 
elevating that man in the opinion of his fellow men. (Cheers.) 
Mr. Geen: There is, perhaps, no one in this room who takes 
more interest ina humble way in the River Preservation and 
Angling Societies than Ido. Iam sorry to see that more is not 
done in order to support such societies. We have in London 
4,117 enrolled members of angling societies. There are some 
forty-nine miles of the River Thames, extending beyond the 
jurisdiction of the Thames Angling Preseivation Society, which is 
far the best portion of the river. To preserve that forty-nine 
miles costs £395. What do we London anglers pay towards that 
sum? Exactly 45. Ifthose 4,117 anglers were to contribute 


only one penny a week it would amount to more than £1,000 | 


per annum, and if one half of that were applied to river preserva- 
tion we should efficiently preserve the Thames, the Lea, and all 
other public waters. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Sachs, as one of the delegates of the United Anglers of 
London to the Fisheries Exhibition, also responded. 

Dr. Cash proposed ‘“‘The Officers of the Gresham Angling 
Society.” He said: Not many months after the Gresham 
Angling Society had been inaugurated it assumed large and im- 
portant proportions, and it is now undoubtedly one of the leading 

societies in Jondon. It has had prosperity since the tin il 
formed, and if we look around to night upon the members here 
present we cannot see any signs of senile decay in the organisa- 
tion. Now, to what do we owe its success? I can only speak of 
one cause. We must attribute that success to our excellent and 
efficient executive committee, and to the other officers of the 
society. (Cheers.) They give their time and services to the 
society. ‘They have passed through the crisis during this last 
winter without the slightest spot remaining upon their characters, 
and they have conducted themselves in every way to the satisfac- 
tion of the members. I beg to couple with this toast the names 

of Mr. Bates, Captain Alfred, and Mr. Bryant. (Cheers.) 

| Mr. Bates (the treasurer of the society), in responding, said, 

_he was sure it must be a great matter of satisfaction to every 

officer of the society to hear the manner in which the toast had 

_been proposed by Dr. Cash, and so cordially received. The 

_ officers had been elected last June, and during the year members 

had afforded them every support. He wished his duties were 
larger than they were, but he had in every way done his best to 

_ promote the interests and welfare of the society. (Cheers.) 

_ Captain Alfred and Mr. Bryant also responded. 

Mr. Harding (the vice-chairman), in proposing ‘‘ The Chair- 
man,’ said: A very pleasing duty now devolves upon me, and I 
must. confess a very easy one—that is, to propose the health of our 
respected Chairman, whom we know is not only our Chairman 

to-night, but one of the vice-presidents of our society. (Cheers.) 
This toast requires nothing to commend it, for, after the genial, 
able, and eloquent way in which our Chairman has presided over 
us to-night, I am quite sure that if I were to sit down at once, 
this toast would be drunk with enthusiasm. When one looks 











round upon this assembly one cannot help feeling the propriety 
of our being presided over, not only by an alderman, but by the 
senior Parliamentary representative of this great City. (Cheers. ) 
Sir Thomas Gresham was the son of a Lord Mayor of London, and 
we have every reason to believe he was an angler also. It was Sir 
Thomas Gresham who built the Royal Exchange, and by that act 
gave impetus to the industries of this country, and I do think that 
it is within the bounds of possibility to say that the Great Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition would not have been in existence in 
the present day had it not been for the labours of such menas 
Gresham. I hope I shall be pardoned for saying so, but the name 
of Cotton irresistibly, I have no doubt, brings to the minds of 
many gentlemen present the name of that accomplished and 
amiable man, Charles Cotton, who was adopted by Izaak Walton 
as his son. Gentlemen, I feel justified in saying that those very 
accomplishments that endeared Charles Cotton to Izaac Walton 
in like manner endear our Chairman to us. You are aware that 
in Walton’s time, it was the custom to adopt a number of sons. I 
believe there was no limit to the number of sons he might adopt, 
and I was going to say to our worthy Chairman that he might 
adopt all the members of the Gresham Angling Society—(cheers)— 
and he might bring his influence to bear upon the Corporation of 
Works to urge forward those real rights, and all in common 
justice with regard to the river Thames, the Corporation of this 
City might use their influence and their wealth in that direction. 
I feel my speech has been somewhat homogeneous. I ask you to 
drink, with all honours, to that grand pattern of the genus homo, 
our Chairman. (Cheers.) 

The Chairman, in responding, said: In the course of a long 
public career I have hada great many compliments paid to me 
in having my health proposed; but a great deal of the enthusiasm 
with which I have been received to-night I am bound to attri- 
bute to Charles Cotton, who lived 200 years ago, whose name I 
have the honour to bear, and whose memory is firmly imprinted 
upon your minds as having been one of the lights of the day, and 
who has left in his poems a standard recollection of himself, and 
become one of the standard authors and poets of the kingdom. 
He little thought, I dare say, zo0 years ago, when he was the 
friend of Izaac Walton, that a man bearing his name would have 
the honour of responding to a toast of this kind to an enthusiastic 
company of gentlemen, and a company of men of great intelli- 
gence, who are following the gentle ways of the art of which he 
was so proud. Iam not much ofa fisherman, asI have told you. 
I have sometimes thought that anglers were only contemplative 
men, and never enjoyed a joke, because ‘‘ The Complete Angler ”’ 
isone of the most serious and contemplative books ever written, 
though one of the most useful and interesting. There is one old 
fishing joke, however, of which I daresay some of you have heard, 
but it is worth repeating. -A man by the river side called out to 
another man cn the opposite side, ‘‘ What are you doing?” 
‘“‘Fiffin,” said the other. ‘‘ What have you got in your mouth ? ” 
“Wums.” (Laughter.) I meant tohave asked our secretary and 
treasurer if they were the two men. (Laughter.) There is another 
good story in ‘‘ Happy Thoughts.’”’ One man called out to another 
at a distance and asked what he was doing. ‘‘Sniggling for 
eels,’ was the reply. ‘‘ What doyou mean?” ‘Sniggling for 
eels! andif you don’t hold your cursed row, Pll cut your ——— 
tongue out.” (Much laughter.) There is one thing I ought to 
have told you earlier in the evening, and that is that the railway 
companies of the United Kingdom have thrown themselves heart 
and soul into the International Fisheries Exhibition question, and 
they have agreed to bring up a large number of persons almost 
free of cost, if not quite free of cost, and they intend to further the 
movement in every possible way. (Cheers.) I again thank you 
for the way in which you have received my name; I take it asa 
great compliment, and one which I shall never forget, and, in the 
words of Walton, let me say, ‘‘I have pleasure in wishing good 
night to everbody,” and in the cheering words of ‘‘ The Complete 
Angler,” when the time comes, ‘‘ I wish you a safe journey home.” 
(Loud cheers ) 

Dr. Lloyd proposed the next toast, ‘The Visitors,” coupling 
with it the names of Mr. Earll and Capt. Collins. 

Mr. Earll, in responding, said: An angling society is, under any 
circumstances, an organisation that is peculiarly desirable; but 
when you combine with the angling societies those elements which 
I find are combined with this—that of the dissemination of know- 
ledge, that of fish culture and fish protection—the object is doubly 
worthy of commendation._ I am sure you are engaged ina good 
work, and that you are not only promoting the interests of your- 
selves, but-of the men who toil by fishing. I feel that you are doing 
honour to the cause of fishing by taking up fish culture, for by its 
properuse and more recent methods | think there will be little 
difficulty in keeping the supply of fish beyond the question of ex- 
haustion. Thesociety is a very prosperous one, and when I look 
at it and remember that it has only been two years in existence, I 
cannot but ask myself, What is there not in the future forit? If 
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two years have brought such results, what will four, or eight 
years, or double that time dor We have come across the water 
to discuss this question with you. It is one of great interest both 
to yourself and to us, and we feel that we shall be benefited by it. 
The chairman has referred to us as cousins, bat the cordial recep- 
tion you have given us to-night would cause me to claim even a 
closer relationship. I beg to thank you for the cordial way in 
which you have received this toast. (Cheers.) 

Captain Collins, in responding, said: I feel both honoured and 
gratified at the hospitality which has been extended to us by the 
Gresham Angling Society, and we are most happy to meet you on 
this auspicious occasion. As Mr. Earll has already said, we feel 
that we can claim a closer relationship than that of cousins; we 
have a common Janguage, a common law, and a common purpose 
—that of the advancement of mankind. With us, where we have 
so much territory, and so much water, and so many fish, we have 
not felt the need of establishing angling societies ; but, neverthe- 
less, we appreciate what you have done, and hope and trust that 
the efforts put forth by the angling societies of London will go on 
until they accomplish the purposes they are intended to ensure. 
I thank you for the cordial manner in which you have received 
us, and trust that on some future occasion we may have the 
happiness of returning the compliment. (Cheers.) 

The Chairman said: The next toast is one which I am_sure 
will meet with your entire approbation. It is that of our_Vice- 
Chairman, Mr. Harding. (Cheers) He is a member of your 
committee. You all know how he works for you, and what he 
has done, and I do believe that the whole committee of the 
Gresham Society works most fervently and honestly in the inte- 
rests of the socicty.. Charles Cotton has been mentioned in con- 
nection with myself, and you will think that it is a curious coin- 
cidence when I tell you that a daugter of mine is.married to a 
gentieman named Harding. (Laughter.) It is astonishing in 
this world how close we get when we happen to meet in society 
by accident. The Treasurer reminds me that Mr. Harding is not 
married. Ido not know whether he has any inclination that way, 
and I am not going to force any man into a state of matrimony, 
unless he wishes to go into it of his own accord. Iam sure that 
in Mr. Harding this society possesses a member who isin every 
respect worthy of it. (Cheers.) ; ‘ 

Mr. Harding, in reply, said: Iam extremely grateful to you, 
Sir, for the very kind manner in which you have proposed my 
health, and to the company for the kind way in which they have 
received it. It is perfectly-true that I am unmarried, and should 
I ever contemplate taking a step of that kind, it is clear that I 
could not do better than go to our worthy chairman for a testi- 
monial. (Cheers and laughter.) The reason for my being in the 
vice-chair this evening is on account of my having been asso- 
ciated with my friend, Mr. Crumplen, and the other officers of the 
society from its earliest davs; and I assure you it is a matter of 
considerable gratification to me that I should have the honour to 
take the vice-chair on this occasion. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Brunton proposed ‘‘The Press,” which was responded to 
by My. Marston, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, and Mr. Senior. 

The proceedings, which were varied by occasional songs, then 
terminated. Among those present were Alderman Cotton, M.P., 
Professor Goode, U.S.A.; Capt. Collins, U.S.A.; W.:Earll, 
Y.S.A.; Major Dunbar, Capt. Alfred, Rev. J. J. Manley, Rev. 
J. Walker, Rev. Dyer, Dr. Theodore Cash, Dr. Brunton, Dr. 
Spurgin, Dr. A. C. Tucker, Dr. Lloyd, T. Spreckley, R. B. 
Marston, W. Senior, J. P. Wheeldon, C. Bates, T. Crumplen, 
H. L. A.-Godwin, R. Bryant, F.R.AS., S.C. Harding, A. 
Nuthall, H. Barrett, A. W. Parker, P. Geen, J. Callaghan, A. 
Jardine, H. Brett, E. Frost, C. C. Capel, H. W. Towse, G. 
Austin, C. Winterbottom, J. Page, J. C. Fryer, J. Andrews, C. 
Wheatstone,. D. Caitwright, Messrs. Forster, Moss, Gathercole, 
Pechy, Ghurney, Morgan, Tibbats, Chambers, &c. 








THE NEW SALMON HATCHERY FOR THE RIVER TAY. 


IT will be remembered that at the end of last year the Tay District 
Fishery Board erected an experimental hatchery for salmon, modelled 
after the Lesser House at Howieton, which Sir James Gibson Mait- 
Jand has rendered famous for fish culture on the American grill 
system. Owing to one cau:e or another the hatchery, which is situate 
onthe Dupplin estate of Lord Kinnoull, some distance from Perth, 
was only stocked tothe extent of about 80,000 ova, while provision has 
been made for about 300,000, It is satisfactory to be able to state 
now that the experiment is a proved success, the healthy development 
of the fry being at the rate of about 90 per cent. _In view of this fact 
the Fishery Board have resolved to disccntinue the Stormontfield 
breeding ponds after the present year. In these ponds the hatching 
is on artificial beds of gravel in the open air, and the young fish are. 
- fed for a year or two before being turned into the river; whereas the 

fry from the Dupplin Hatchery will not be artificially fed at all, and 
will be transferred to the river at an early date and left to shift for 


themselves, A saving to the board will thus be effected of over £100 
a year. 


THAMES TROUTING. 
I po not remember a Thames trout season so barren of. the capture of 
fish for the start as the present one. Each week I have somewhat 
eagerly hoped to record something of at least a favourable character, 
and that would be nothing less than a capture. It must, however, be 
remembered that at the commencement of the season the weirs were 
all open, and consequently weir-fishing impracticable. I have per- 
sonally visited some of the fishing stations to ascertain the practical 
opinion of those living on the spot as to whether they have observed 
any fish on the feed. They have assured me that prior to the cpening 
day the river has shown itself equal to former years, and the fish as 
plentiful. The cold easterly winds have kept the fish st the bottom 
of the river, and therefore the temperature of the water has been 
against any chance of catching them. This brings me to a point I 
ventilated very many years ago as to the temperature of the water 
having much to dowith success in angling. At the same time I also 
ventured to condemn the heavy tackle that was then in use, especially 
in reference to trout—not that I am going to claim the parentage of 
either of these ideas, although I find some ideas which I have given 
birth to are getting fresh fathers, and I am left in the cold. It gives 
me very littleconcern so long as they are nursed and not forgotten. 
But I am somewhat departing from the actual question of Thames 
trouting, which concerns anglers most at the present time. One of our 
oldest Thames trout-fishers has been working very hard this season 
in some of his old and familiar haunts, but without any result. James 
Haslett, of Chertsey, writes to me and asks me to send someone down 
to get one of the trout he has seen feeding; and living as he now does 
at Dockett Point, he is in the district of some capit.l fishing-ground, 


and where he tells me has seen some good fish, but being almost out. ~ 


of any postal delivery, he has desired me to state that his address is 

“Chertsey Bridge Hotel.’ The old vYeteran, George Hone, at 

Wal'on, is of opinion he has plenty of trout, but he does not think 

any will be got solong as the cold wind exists. In the Kingsten 

reach, where it was reported prior to the rst of April a considerable 

number of fine trout had been seen, there has been no capture, al- 

though I have heard of as many as three boats being out at the same 

time, with the anglers trying. their very best to get hold ofa fish. 

Now, whilst I am referring to the neighbourhood of Kingston, T must 

be allowed to leave the trout for a little while, and notice what Mr. 

Alfred Nuthall is doing for the perch anglers. He has got moored 

on the Thames, at the bottom of his garden, one of the large breed- 

ing-boxes introduced by the United London Angling Association 

Fishing Society, and at the present time it contains a magnificent lot 

of ova transported from the back water at Walton. The idea was 

first of all to get some in spawn—perch; but various nettings failed 

to find the fish, and Mr. Nuthall has satisfactorily contented himseif 
with the ova. Iam sure everyone will wish him success in s> ex- 

cellent a work, and the progress of fish culture at Kingston will be 

anxiously watched by a'l interested in Thames fishing. The praise- 

worthy eximple of Mr. Alfred Nuthall will find some followers next 

year, and I hope it wil! be extended to the Thames trout. The only 

difficulty will be with those fish that of finding a stream suitable to 

keep them untilthey have grown to a proper size. I visited the” 
neighbourhood of Shepperton on Monday last, and I was greeted” 
with the announcement on all sides that Shepperton Weir had pro- 

duced the first trout of tte season on the day previous=that is, exactly 

a fortnight after ‘‘the opening day.’ I heard vatious estimations a3 

to the weight of the fish—the first was 3 lb., then it dwindled down to 
half that weight, it afterwards rose to 4 1b., and the top weight I heard 

was 5lb. I, however, discovered the accurate weight before I left. 

The fish was caught by Mr. Lindy, of Sunbury, who had for his fisher- 

man one who enjoys the designation of “Nobby.” Onreturning home 

to S ry, the trout was taken into the Anglers’ Hotel, at Walton, 

sgn os and friend to the river, Mr. H. E. Wood, put 
it into the scales, where it made a good 2}1b, If there were a few 

more such houses on the river-side as the one kept by Mr. Wood, 

where the same interest and trouble was taken in the registration of 

fish, there would be none of those absurd reports of doubting the 

accuracy of angling returns of sport. I cannot conclude my notice 

of ‘* Thames Trouting” without expressing my regret that there have 

been two instances reported of fishermen angling by themselves; it 

may be that they have been instructed by employers, but it does not 
bear that impression on the river. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


TO: SECRETARIES OF LONDON CLUBS. 
PLEASE make the following alterations in the last new list, viz. :— 
Amicable Waltonians—White Horse, Fann Street, City. 
Brunswick—Secretary’s address is 134, St. George’s Road, Southwark, S.E. 
Globe—The George, 111, Fonthill Road, Seven Sisters’ Road, N.; meeting 
nights, Saturday and Sunday. : 
Peckham Brothers —Secretary’s address is 6, Lanvanor Road, Hol'ydale Road, 
Peckham. 
North-Western—Secretary is Mr. Hillier ; address, Club-house. 
St. James and Soho—Erase this club: broken up. 
Westbourne Park—Secretary is Mr. H. Thompson ; address, Club-house, 
T. Hootie, 








ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY: 


The third FisHine GAzerrs Fly and Bait Casting Tournament will take place _ 


on Monday, June 11th, 1883, in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent So- 
‘ciety, arrangements having been made with Mr. Warner, of the Welsh Harp, Hen. 
don, for the use of the enclosed ground on that occasion. N.B.—The members 
of the committee will greatly oblige by their attendance at the Foresters’ Hall, 
Clerkenwell Road, E.C., on Friday evening, April 27th, at 9 o’clock, as busi- 
ness of importance will be brought forward.—R, GuuRNEY, sec, 


: 


’ Jate season which we have had. Our river is in fine condition no 
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BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING. CLUB. 

The sixth annual supper and presentation of prizes will take place on 
Tuesday next, April 24th (Mr. H. W. Payne in the chair; Mr. G. Edwards, 
vice-chairman), at the club-house, Mr. Edwards’, Queen's Hotel, Queen’s 
Road, Battersea Park. Supper on the table at eight o’clock.—Gro. MuM- 
FORD, hon. sec. 


. 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


A grand vocal and instrumental concert and distribution of prizes will tase - 


place at Mr. Caddell’s, the Crown Tavern, Clerkenwell Green, on Monday 
evening, April 30, at eight o’clock. Chaiman, Mr. W. H. Wilcockson ;. vice, 
Mr. T. Welch. Ladies are respectfully invited. Admission free.—W. H. 
BurwaAsH, jun., scc. 

GIPP.NG ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 

On Thursday, the 12th inst., this society introduced a new stock of fish into 
the water of the Gipping in the shape of a quantity of yearling Loch Leven 
trout from the breeding establishment of Mr. Andrews, of Guildford. This is 
a kind of trout peculiarly adapted for ponds or slow moving rivers, and we hope 
that the youngsters just imported may take to the eastern waters and multiply 
exceedingly, for as the late Frank Buckland wrote of it, ‘‘ This is an excellent 
and beautiful fish, and gives excellent sport to anglers.’’ 





GREAT YARMOUTH FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

Some of our members were out on the 15th, on the river Bure, at Stracy 
Arms. Messrs. Turner, Easter, Wanes, and Chapman caught forty perch and 
roach, Mr. Watson was at Cantley, on the river Yare, and weighed in 4}]b. 
of fine roach. A bream was caught at Stracy Arms on the same day, weight 
2\lb. 50z. Our members will be out again on the 22nd.—J. BULLY, sec. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner and distribution of prizes took place on Thursday, April 
sth, under the guidance of P. Geen, in the chair, and Mr, Tom Hoole, in the 
vice chair. A very happy evening was passed. The first smoking concert of the 
season was held on Thursday last, and on Thursday (26th) an interesting paper 
will be read: its title is, ““The Chub: its Habits, Haunts, and How to Fish 
for it.’” We give a most cordial invitation to any gentlemen who can favour 
us with their presence on that evening. ; 


: HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

‘The third smoking concert of the above society was held on Wednesday 
evening last, the 18th inst., on which occasion a good sprinkle of members and 
friends attended. 
capitally given by the company, and amongst those who contributed to the 
enjoyment of the evening may be mentioned Messrs. Denyer, C. Rose, Charles 
Otway, IF. Hamilton, Wm. Hamilton, Clapperton, Chadwick, Payne, Higley, 
Barrand, Harris, and Edward Wheatley. Members are requested to attend in 


. full force at the club-house on Wednesday evening next, the 25th inst., when 


final arrangements will be made in regard to the annual supper, which will take 
place on Wednesday evening, May 2 next, and the annual distribution of prizes 
on the Wednesday evening following.—J. E. WHEATLEY, sec. 


IZAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Perhaps the doings of the members of the gentle craft in this part of the globe 
may not be uninterestisg to some-of your readers will be the excuse I offer for 
this. Trout-fishing in this district opened but very indifferently, owing to the 
pene north-easterly winds—enough to damp the ardour of the most sanguine 

andler of the bamboo; but this week has been more propitious, the sun 
shining out most cheeringly most days, which brought out creels in strong force, 
several] brace of fine trout having been brought under the notice of the cook. 
I was talking with a gentleman who Janded a sp'endid specimen weighing 
41b.40z. Another brother of the craft succeeded in landing a brace anda 
half, 4 lb. 8 oz, These were taken from the river Severn with that scarcely 
ever failing tempter to trout, a well-scoured worm. The trout streams in the 
neighbourhood are very low and very bright, and it will take some persuasion 
to get Mr. Trout to leave home, especially if visitors are known to be about. 
I saw two gentlemen of a neighbouring society last week, upon a very fine day, 
throwing the dun black spider and Jenny spinner; they tol that they had 
been so engaged for over three hours without so much as d this at a 
place where I know trout live. Iwas surprised, but I attni the cold, 
the salmon 
nets. There have been some remarkab’y good takes from 25 Ib. to 35 lb. each. 
Anglers are now looking vety anxiously fora nice, warm fresh upon our rivers 
~~ streams, the great requisite now for a successful day’s angling. —C. PRICE, 

on. sec, ; 







+ 





RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The Richmond Piscatorial Society meeting on Wednesday last (as usual of 
late) was exceedingly large. The present room, although acknowledged the 
finest piscatorial room around London, has long been felt too small for the 


~ number of members, and it is pleasing to relate the proprietor of the ‘ Station 


Hotel,’”’ Mr. John Munro, has now in course of erection one which, when 
finished, will afford such comfort and convenience as to stand unequalled in the 
fishing world. There were present Mr. F. C, Clench (chairman), Mr. H. 
Dickinson (vice-chair), Mr. Terrill (treasurer), Mr. Gaynor (curator), Mr. 
Davis (libarian), Mr. Donnelly (musician), Messrs. A. J. Little, J. Heasler, G. 


‘C. Rowland, E. T. Powell, H. Dwelly, H. S. Giles, J. Munro, F. A. Crew, 


J. Plant, J. T. Matthews, E. H. Smith, W. Cockburn, W. H. Marjason, and 
Lf. D. Morgan. Visitors, Messrs. J. Munro, jun., W. Powell, Louis, Herr 
Honig, &c., &c. The chief feature of the evening was the arrival of Mr. A. J. 
Little with a brace of splendid Thames trout (rare beauties) the larger weigh- 
ing 6 lb. 53 oz., and the pink of perfection. It need hardly be stated their 
captor was greeted with rounds of applause, as the same were handed to the 
secretary to register the weight. Mr. Little statedin reply to the toast of his health 
proposed by the chairman, it gave him great delight to have taken so fine a brace 
of Thames trout, and also equal pleasure to exhibit them to his brother members. 
He thought when first struck it was a much heavier fish, and his heart was 
fairly in his mouth and in his boots, and it was taken off the weir at Teddington 
(permission being granted from the Thames Conservancy Board to fish off there), 
spinning triangle, baited with bleak, and killed in twenty minutes from strike. 
The bleak now coming cff the shallows the fish follow the bait, and there were 
Plenty of trout in the Thames, and, to his knowledge, one if not more far 
heavier fish than they saw before them. It was proposed by Mr. Vice-Chairman 
Dickinson, by permission of Mr. Little, a cast should be taken of the larger fish 
and added to the Society Museum, which was accordingly granted, Mr, E. H. 





During the evening several songs and recitations were © 








Smith afterwards arrived with a case of nine handsome perch, the result of one 
day's take, set up for loan to the Society, for which a vote of thanks was 
seconded. Mr. (V.C.) Dickinson presented a handsome punt rod for past 
season, gross weight of bream, won by Mr. A. H, Wilson, and Messrs. Gaynor 
and Son; an equipment of tackle, won by Mr. W. Johnson, for 
tidal bream—vote of thanks in each case was unanimously accorded. 
The society has now concluded the arrangements for a splend:d piece of private 
water, exclusively for the use of the members of the Richmond Piscatorial 
Society, teeming with fish, and the chairman informed the meeting regulations 
relating thereto would shortly beissued. This closed the formal business of 
the evening, the remainder being spent in harmony, which is now usual after 
Io p.m, provided no notice of special business is given a professional 
musician always being in attendance attached to the society, which thoroughly 
meets the approval and adds to the enjoyment of all present.—J. H. GAUNT. 





SHREWSBURY SEVERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The quarterly meeting of this society was held on Thursday, the 12th inst , 
the following members being present :—Mes-rs. J. H. Morris (chairman), F. H. 
Morgan (sec.), Stammers, Pescall, J. Palmer, Wycherley, Ellis, jun., Ellis, 
sen., Gregory, Sayce, &c. The balance-sheet showed cashin hand £ 12 2s. 23d. 
Three new members were proposed and elected, some of the rales were 
revised, and the meeting was adjourned for a week, —SAnD FLy. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The annual dinner of this society took place on the 18th inst., at the St. 
Paul’s Tavern, Westmoreland Road, Walworth ; Mr. G. Duck occupied the 
chair, assisted by Mr. J. Boalch. ‘The dinner committee consisted of Mr. F. J. 
Waters as chairman, and Messrs. C. A. Beckett, J. Boalch, J. P. Dry, T. A. 
Edwards, E. J. Elliott, and E. Watson. About forty-five members and 
fiiends sat down, among them being Messrs. W. A. Beckett (of the Good 
Intent), Bridges, Broadway, Gilbert, I. Grigg, Collins, Wood, Sutcliffe, Lin- 
stead, Dr. Wilson, &c. Afier having partaken of soups, fish, poultry, joints, 
pastry, &c., to which +l present did justice and thoroughly enjoyed, Mr. 
Duck said Grace, and the cloth was removed. Mr. Duck now proposed the 
health of ‘* The Queen,’”’ which was received by singing the National Anthem ; 
then followed ‘* The Army, Navy, and Reserve forces,’’ which was responded 
to by Mc. Bridges, who spoke of the efficiency of our Reserve forces and that 
of other countries; ‘* The Strrey Piscatorials’’ was responded to by Mr. C. A. 
Bectett, who gavea short account of the'trials and troubles the society had 
had during the first three years of its existence. It was established with the 
understanding that no Sunday fishing wasto be, allowed, and therefore no fish 
could be weighed in on a Sunday ; and to avoid that rule some of the members 
would catch their fish ona Sunday and weigh them in on a Monday; but all 
that was altered now, he was happy to say, and he did nct think that there was 
a gentleman in the society who would infringe that rule now, as they all pre- 
ferred the week- day fishing to the Sunday fishing. Mr. Duck, ina few wurds, 
said that it gave him great pleasure to see around him some of the old friends 
who had held together in the society since its commencement some six years ago, 
and he was happy to say that the society was in a flourishing condition, and he 
thanked the visitors, one and all, in the name of the society, for the manner in 
which they had drunk success to the Surrey Piscatorials. Recitation by Mr. 
Collins: ‘fhe Execution of Montrose,’? was received with great applause. 
In responding to “Kindred Societies and T.A.P.S.,’’ Mr. W. H,. Becketty of 
«The Good Intent’”’ sid in reference to the T.A.P.S. and himself, was like 
the gentleman who, speaking of India, its weal-h and beautiful places, was 
asked if he had ever been there. ‘* Well, ah—a—No, but he had an uncle 
who once was neatly there, and that was all he knew about it.’”? Among 
kindred societies there were The Thames Rights Defence Fund, W.C.A, 
London and Provincial Anglers, United London Anglers C.C., Cen'ral Com, 
mittee of London Anglers, the Fish Culture Associ:tion, and last, though not 
least The Anglers’ Benevolent Society. He spoke about the benefits derived 
from each society, but he thought that far greater benefits would be derived if 
they were all amalgamated int» one society. Referring to the last named 
society **I do most earnestly entreat you all to jin this society,’’ as should you 
never require assistance yourselves from the funds of the society, by your sub- 
scribing you will be assisting to relieve many a brvther angler in distress. Next 
came ‘The Prize Winners’? to which Mr. C. A. Beckett responded, he 
having the gross weight of the season, and was the winner of silver cup, 
value £IT IIs., competed for in August, 1882; in consequence of the numerous 
prizes, it was decided to distribute them on the next meeting night. Mr. 
Hamlyn responded to ‘The Secretary’? and sta‘ed how he found the funds 
of the society when he was appointed secretary, and he was very pleased to say 
that through the kindness of Messrs. Be: kett and Boatch, the funds in hand at 
the present time were as much as at that time short. Several other toasts 
having been given, viz. : ‘‘ The Visitors,’’ ‘‘ The Press,’’ ‘‘ Host and Hostess,’’ 
&c., &c., the amusement was brought to a close in time to enjoy the 
refreshing effects of a good shower of rain. Among thore who contributed 
towards the evening’s amusement were the following gentlemen—Mr. Smith, 
‘A Moonlight Walk,’’ Mr. Norris, Mr. Collins, ‘* Penny Showman,’’ Mr. 
Wood, “ Four Jolly Good Fellows are we,’? Mr. Wood, ‘‘ Coming of Age,”’ 
Collins, ‘‘ Fireman's Wedding,” ‘Tailor trip to Rye House,’’ and G. Sims ~ 
‘‘ Road to Heaven.’’ Messrs. Collins’and Wood’s en'’ertainment I must say 
was both very interesting and amusing. Messrs. Beckett, Bansback, Broad- 
way, Thornton, and Wilson contributed.—PrxIr. 

April 19. Se 

UNITED LONDON ANGLERS’ CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 

The next Eastern District Visit will be paid to the Stoke Newington 
Angling Society, the Middleton Arms, Mansfield Street, Kingsland Road, on 
Tuesday, May 8th.—R. GuuRNFY. 








WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The annual dinner of this society will take place at the St. Paul’s, West- 
moreland Road, Walworth, on May 3. Mr. Weatherhead will preside, assisted 
by Mr. H. Bayley. Full particulars and tickets can be had of Mr. J. Boalch, 
Old Kent Road.—PIXIE, 

April 19. 
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Georce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the présent season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not, Patronised by some 
ol.the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices 3 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs, per Dozen.}_ Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 
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ANNUAL DINNER OF THE GRESHAM ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 


\ X JE have the pleasure elsewhere to give our readers a report 
of this most interesting and successful affair. The 
United States representatives to the Fisheries Exhibition were 
present, and received a very hearty and enthusiastic welcome. 
We are glad to be able to state that they intend to be present at 
the coming Angling Tournament at Hendon. 
Pressure on our space, caused by the long report of the Gresham 
dinner, has naturally compelled us to omit some other things this 


week. 








RIVERBRERORHS: 





TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, APRIL 21. 
Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge aa ee 55 a 232 etetates ek. 30, 
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Kew. ce 44 aie aa 2.5308 sie tee 959 
Richmond ., AD ote ate SS Sita eetemeaceO 


Ancholme District. 

The weather remains delightfully fine, but the waters are running very clear 
and low. I went for two hours after tea on Tuesday, and secured a nice dish 
of seven fontinalis and four trout. The former were very small, but the latter 
very fine fish. The March brown is now the leading fly, and will kill twice as 
many fish as any other. I hada vi-it on Monday last from Mr Holland, a 
veteran fisherman, who has fished the Bure for fifty years, and he tells me that 
he has altogether discarded peacock’s herl for the body of the Alder fly, and 
uses puce or magenta floss silk in lieu thereof. He showed me some specimens 
made after this fashion, and having seen the uatural fly on many occasions I 
have the idea that this new dressing is an improvement; anyway, when the fly 
is on I shall give it a fair trial. The fishing on the few trout streams here- 
abouts is getting more exclusive than ever; the fact of it is, 1nany of them are 
over-fished, while scarcely an angler ever thinks of aiding nature by the addi- 
tion of fry. The supply might easily be kept up by systematic instalments, and 
the cost would be more than repaid by the extra sport.—THomas Forp, 


Caistor. 
Chichester. 


The past week has nct been prolific of sport, except among the eel fishermen, 
Some good bags have been made of fourteen and sixteen pounds a tide. Smelt 
are not yet plentiful, the cold northerly winds keeping them back. In the 
canals the perch are spawning, and the swans busy, whether among the weed 
or spawn l cannot say. It was decided at the general meeting of the society 
‘That as small fry are s» plentiful, the swans should be allowed their liberty 
for this season.’’ Weshall be able to judge if there is any diminution of the 
usual stock, and act accordingly.—GroreE F. SAtrer. 


Colne (Thorney Broad). 

The water is now getting in good onder for fly-fishing and spinninz for trout, 
and the fish are getting onthe move. 
Thursday week, the three fish weighing 8 lb.; Mr. Hawkins took one of 2 lb. 
on the 15th inst; Mr. Griffin one of 13 lb. If we can get a change of weather 
—a few warm nights and a litle rain—we shall get the dace on with the fly. 
This water is now closed for jack and perch-fishing. Roach spawn on the last 
week of May, chub and tench the first or second week of June.— E. Goprrey, 
proprietor. . : 

Coquet (Weldon-bridge). . 

On the 12th, Mr. White creeled six brace of trout, Mr. March five brace. On 
the 13th, Mr. R. Barker creeled six brace. On the 14th the river was very small 
and bright, and little sport. The March brown has been the principal fly this 
week. From the 15th to 18th the wind is blowing very strong, and the flies 
could not be kept in the water. To-day (Wednesday), Mr. Thompsin puta 
shot on his cast, and he creeled six brace with the March brown. At the 
present weather is very unfavourable. Wain is much wanted.—A. Grass, 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 

Since the close of the grayling season there has been very little sport worthy 
of record; snd, although several crack local hands have been cut, only smal] 
catches have been the result. Apart ‘rom the cold weather, there has been no 
encouragement for fly-throwers to visit the river, for the rough wind during the 
early part of this week prevented them from getting a line into the ‘: liquid, ’ 
To-day ([hursday) there has been a steady downfall of 1ain, which was greatly 
needed. the river having :un very low. The atmosphere is also much milder, 
and will prove beneficial to angles; and fishing prospects for next week look 
very promising. —WHEATSHEAF HorTeEL. 


Dove. 

We have had a fair number of anglers out since I last wrote, but somehow or 
other sport has not been of the most rosy description. I think the reason con- 
tinues to be the same as I indicated last week, namely, the abnormal lowness of 
the water. We never required rain more badly than now—I am speaking of 
fishermen and farmers alike, Trout are not rising with the freedom to be 









Mr. Drake took 1} brace of trout on | 


expected at this season of the year, and there can be only one cause for it—the 
sta eness of the water, which wants a thoroughly good freshening up. If we 
could only get some of the superfluous moisture now that fell in the early part 
of February, what a boon it would be. The best killing flies are the orange 
bumble, the furnace, the spider, the cockwing, and the hare’s ear—the two 
latter for choice.—Tum SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

Owing to the extreme lowness of the water, salmon-fishing has been almost 
at a stand since my last report. These was an extraordinary run of fish on 
Sunday and Monday, following a strong westerly gale, and the nets near the 
mouth of the river have hada great haul; but the upper reaches will not benefit 
much by it, for there is not enough water to entice them to run up far. Trout- 
fishing, for the same course, has been but poor. Mr, Slater killed a nice dish 
with the fly on Saturday, and Archdeacon Prescott and his son had 16 1b. 
between them fishing in the Dean and Chapter’s waters above Wethera!. Dr. 
Prescott is in many ways like his famous predecessor, Archdeacon Paley; he 
is a learned man, an excellent preacher, and can handle both salmon and trout 
tod in good style. There is still a lot of disease visible amongst the salmon, 
but some anglers declare that the fish are in some cases recovering from it ; they 
say that they have seen some from which the fungus had disappeared, and a 
fresh skin was forming over the affected parts. If this is so, does it not point 
to the probability that the disease is lessening in force? Let us hope so.— 
SILVER GREY. 

Exe and Barle. 

Inever remember such a poor fishing sea-on. Remarks such as these are 
very general, not because of the scarcity of fish, or that they dont feed, but 
Owing to the low state of the water. We had welcome and beneficial rain 
yesterday ; but the ground is dry enough to drink it all, so thatthe river is in 
about the same state as before. The March brown and cock-a-boudy have 
killed to-day ; good numbers of trout were risieg, but very short. It is now a 
pleasure to be by the river side, even if fish are not taking, the weather being so 
pleasant and enjoyable. —CARNARVON ARMS. 


Exe (Tiverton). 

The river continues low, and have had only rain enough to raise it a little. 
To-day a severe thunderstorm broke over the neighbourhood, accompanied 
with hailstones of unusual size. The washings from the roads has coloured the 
water, but made no appreciable difference in the height of the stream. During 
the past week some very fine fish have been taken with the iron blue, olive 
dun, red upright and badger.—WILLI4aM MUDFORD. 


Lakes of Killarney. 

We have had some good sport this week. The winds and weather were very 
favourable up to the present. The Glena nets did nothing. Muckross got 
about twenty salmon. Caharnane did the best; they got thirty-two salmon 
in one day, and about twenty more salmon, all fresh fish On ith, Michael 
Clifford, one, Io 1b, ; Eugane Cournane, two salmon, 20 Ib. ; Tim M’Carthy, 
one, 12 lb. ; Mr. John Ross, two salmon, 23 lb.; A. H. Brooksban*, one 
salmon, 10 ]b., and two dozen trous. On 12th, James Hayse, one, 12 lb.; 
Mike Glessome, one, 12 lb. ; Lord Derby, one, 11 Ib. 13th, Tim M'Carthy, 
one, 14 1b.; Joha Robert, two salmon, 20 Ib. ; Pat Clifford, one, to lb. 13th, 
Mr, Hilliard, two salmon, 201b. Onr4th, R. Hilliard, one, 12 1b. ; James 
Hayse, one, 10 !b ; Frank Robert, one, It lb.; Eugene Cournane, three 
salmon, 31 lb ; Tim Marah, one, 10 J)b., next day one 101b.; Mike 
Glessome, one, 10 lb, 15th, Daniel Twomey, three dozen nice trout with 
March brown, orange grouse, and claret body and black hackle and green 
grouse, ribbed with gold twist, and tied by Mrs. M’'Carthy, the celebrated’ 
Killarney fly tyers ; Jemmy Green, one 11 lb., with spoon bait. 16th, Tim 
M Carthy, three salmon, 32 Ib., with his favourite orange crimson and green. 
16th, Jemmy Green, two salmon, 19 1b.; Tom Murphy, one, 10 1b.; James 
Hayse, one, 11 lb. ; Mike Glessome, two salmon, 23 1b.; Pat Clifford, one, 
tr lb. ; Daniel O’Donoughe, one, 11 lb.; Robin Robert, one, 10 lb. ; Tom 
Ellet, one, 12 ib.; Mr. John Ross got three salmon, 30 lb. 17th, Tim 
M'Carthy got four salmon, 42 1b.; Mr. O’Connel, of Lake View, got two nice 
salmon on the Lawn, one of 15 lb , and one of 121b. 18th, Mr. John Ross got 
three more salmon, 33 1b. Robin Robert, one, 1o lb.; Tim M’Carthy, one‘ 









To Ib.; Eu rnane, two salmon, 20 lb.; Lord Derby, one, 12 ]b.; John 
Conuell, o , which ends the report, and hope to have as good one next 
week.—T AKTHY. 


Loch Ruthven (Inverness). 
The season for trout-fishing has commenced on the above, and splendid 
baskets of trout have been got during the past week. On Wednesdiy last 
Messrs. Gibson and Glegg killed fifty nice trout, on the same day General M. 
Grant made a good basket, and several other anglers had fair baskets. Flies 
killing best are red, yellow, and green body, black hackle, mallard and teal 
wing. This loch is opento the public. To-day (Thursday) weather warm and 
bright, wind south-west.—DoNALD WATSON. 


Loch Tay- 

The weather has undergone a change since last report. For two or three 
days it was cold and windy, and at the date of writing rain is falling pretty 
heavily. Sport consequently has not been up tothe mark. On the Killin 
Hotel water of the Loch last week the following capital takes were effected : — 
Rev. J. C. Watis, Hull, eight salmon, 16, 16, 17, 17, 18, 20, 23, 27 1b: ; Rev. 
J. Walker, Newark, four salmon, 15, 16, 18, 23 lb. ; Mr. Anderson, Edinburgh, 
two salmon, 17, 36 lb. ; Rev. Dr. Anderson, Perth, two salmon, 18, 19 1b. Oa 
the Reversed water: Mr. Wilson, Moffat, had five salmon, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23 1b.; 
Sir Molyneux Nepeau, two salmon, 16, 20 lb. On the river itself a fish of 20 
lb was taken in the Athole Arms Hotel waterat Dunkeld. On the Redgorton 
wate Mr. R. B. Smith, Perth, in one day had the splendid fortune of landing 
four fine fish of 10, 17, 18 and 20 lb. weight respectively —the best day’s fishing - 
on this reach in April for many years. On the Dalguise water three sa'mon were 
landed, 16, 18, and 20 lb. On the Burnmouth water, Mr. Biddell, London, one 
of 18 lb. ; and on the Meiklour water, Mr. Bradbury, Scarborough, got one of 
23lb. Mr. D. Ferguson, Pitlochry, fishing in the Pitlochry Hotel water of the 
Tummel on Monday last, landed a twenty-two pounder.—J. McG, 


Lune (Carnforth). 


The weather has become far more genial since my last; the wind has got 
into the south-west, barometer slightly falling. Thermometer 56, with slight 
showers of rain almost every day, but not sufficient to bring the water out in 
the river. The trout have been well on the feed. Mr. Clough, our village 
schoolmaster, took on Saturday seven pounds of splendid trout. The first 
swallow of the season was seen skimming the river on the same day. The trout- 





| found excellent killers» The country is looking very spring-llke. 
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taken by Mr. Clough were with the flies I advised last week—viz., dottrel and 
dark snipe. Dark woodcock tied with orange silk ona No. 2 hook. Wood 
owl, tied with a strand of orange and Jemon-coloured silk for evening, will be 
There is a 
fine promise of a good fruit year. Apples, pears, plums, gooseberry, back 
currants, &c., are already showing their wealth of blossom.—PISCATOR. 


Lynn (Lynmouth). 
The river continues very low at present, although in good condition fir 
fishing. There have been some very good catches the last few days, fishermen 


- averaging from three to four dozen a day. Tne best killing flies s» far are the 
_ blue upright and March brown. 


Rain and warmer weather have at last come, 


and some first-rate sport is anticipated for next week,—J. W. BEvon. 


Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks.) 


Water in good order for trout fishing. A few trout have been seen about 
here, but few have been taken. H. Wilder on Friday last, fishing with 


Captain Haynesand Mr. Jackson, caught five trout, one weighing 71b. and 


' one 31b., the others being under 21b., were returned to the river. 


This king 
of fresh water fish, the trout, is certainly of royal blood, for he belongs to the 
same fame family, the Salmonide. A\though he may not often be able to 
compete with his sovereign in size and strength, he certainly excels him in 
beauty. What was move lovely than this newly-caight 7 1b. trout, with its 

olden flanks and silvery sides set with rubbies, flashing in the morning sun: 

his Thursday, warm showers with bright sun; wird South.—Huriry 
Tour. 

; Ness (Inverness). 

There has been very little angling done here f..r the past four weeks, owing 
to the stormy weather and the flooded state of the river, On Monday last week 
on the Dunain water, Mr. Millbank, keeper, Janded one salmon of 11 lb. On 
Saturday one tolb. On the Laggan water, Mr. John Paterson, 1 salmon, 9 Ib. 
and 6 sea trout, average 141b. each. On the lower water trout fishing is 
fairly successful, and a few good baskets have been obtained. The present 
state of the water is allthat could be desired. At the time of writing weather 
very fine; wind, south-west.—DONALD WATERs. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Very little has been done with the rod and line, owing to the prevelance of 
east winds and very low water. A few trout have been taken with the minnow, 
and one of 74 lb. by a net in the neighbourhood of the Isle, I herewith 
enclose you a cutting from Zddowe's Fournal, containing full particulars of the 
recent prosecution of the netters, which will, no doubt, be of interest to you. 
Much satisfaction is evinced at the result of the magistrates’ decision. Wind 
now south-west and rain fallinz, which will be gladly welcomed by the farmers 
as well as fishermen.—SAND FLy. 


Taw and its Tributaries (North Devon ) 

. The rivers with the rain of Wednesday were swollen some inches and became 
disco'’oured, and many fresh run salmon between 6 and Io Ib., were seen leap- 
ing upwards, and to-day Ihave heard of one fresh fish being killed by Captain 
Romsford, and to-morrow look to haye many recorded. The water to-day is 
lower and some trout have been taken inthe river Yeo and Bray. Flies do 


~ not seem to take, but the bright 2-inch real North Devon minnow, during the 


past week many kilts were hooked, aad landed only to be put back into the 
stream. Should the rain continue some good early salmon fishing may be 
expected. Trout have sported during the week and some few dishes have 
taken. Swallows and the cuckoo have been seen here for ten or fourteen’ 
days past.—RustTy GAME, 


Thames (Datchet). 


Since I wrote last, there has been very little done with the trout. The 
weather has been very cold and changeable. I saw three fish feeding not far 
from each other; two have been caught, one by Richard Gray, near Surly Hall, 
21b.; and another in the Fleet, by a gentleman, with Haines, of Old Windsor. 
weighing 5¢1b. The Windsor and Eton Angling Preservation Society has beea 
doing some good work this week netting the ditches. At one place, on Derney 
Common, they caught fifty-seven jack, largest 7 lb., and a trout 1}]b. ; alto- 


gether there have been taken 150 jack und two trout round the ditches 
leading to the Common, besides various other fish. On the I aid the 
ditches round Datchet a visit, and caught about 200 fish—jac ream, 
roach, and perch. I may state, if the society used a smaller me t, they 


could extend their care 10 the smaller fry. Anyhow, what is being done is the 
right thing, for I verily believe the floods do more’harm to the river than steam- 
boats, swans, and poachers, all put together.—G. LUMSDEN. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. | 


I saw by the non-insertion of my report last week, it was too late. I hear 
the Windsor and Eton Preservation Society have been coatinuing their labours 
of netting the ditches with good success. I mentioned about a fish I had seen 
feeding when I was out last, having a day or two’s enforced idleness every 
week, and nothing else to do but go andtry the trout. Well, last Saturday I set 
sail from Romney lock. Very soon I was hailed by a gentleman fishing on the 
playing fields Eton side, to land a fish, which proved to be a handsome chub 
of 51b., anda better conditioned fish I never saw. Of course it was returned 
to its native element. I sailed quietly along in the hope of seeing a mse, but 
not a fish moved above Old Windsor Weir. I commenced operations where I 
had seen the fish the previous week. Very soon he gave me a rush anda leap 
and was gone. Nota stir did I see all day. In the evening tried again for 
the other one and caught four chub one alter the other between 2 and 3 lb. 
each. Monday I thought I'd try again. Very soon caught another large 
chub. Why these fish don't bite better in the season remains a mystery, but 
the above pr ves they are there. Not seeing a rise I began to tire of that 

' particular locality, and determined to go to my old haunt. As soon as I got 
through Boverney Lock I saw a fine fish ploughing the stream, but he wouldn't 
come. At Surly Hall I heard of a large one, but had not the pleasure of 
se:ing one, but it was very cold and the bait are not onthetop much. Well 
wound up with one nearly 2 1b., and a gamer fish I never hooked ; had another 
run. [retuned the youngster to get bigger. Mr. Pain, of Eton Wick, has 
caught one nearly 2 1b; James Gray another, 1)b., returned. The rain to-day 
was much needed.—G. LUMSDEN. 


Thames (Walton.) 


The warm rain which has fallen toeday has considerably improved the con- 
dition of matters, and if it is fine now, there certain'y will be a chance of a 
good trout or two, and it is a fact there are plenty about. I have, however, 
nothing to report, except one trout turning the scale at 2} lb., taken by a 
gentleman out with a Walton fisherman, and a very fine one, too; and I hope 
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to have better.news for you next week. The bleak are rising as thick as black- 
berries ; swallows are about, and the cuckoo has been heard as long agoas a 
fortnight.—HENry Woop. 


The Suir and its Tiibutaries, Clonmel (Ireland.) 


The water has been too low for fishing for some time, but it is beginning to 
improve, the past few showers having stirred up the fish. Thomas Phelan got 
four, 19 'b , 18 1b, 16 1b., and 12 lb; J. Gearon got three, 11 1b, 10 lb., and 
93 1b. ; Tom Hogan got two, 25 Ib. each.—Dora. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

Tcrridge River is now in good order for fishing, as the long looked for rain 
has come to colour the water. Many salmon have been caught lately, and the 
river is alive with them. One gent. says he saw ninety trying to gei over. the 
Headweir near Torrington ; several got up. The weather is fine —Pracrican 
ANGLER. 

Trent (Upper Waters). 

T hear of another good salmon falling to the artificial bait spinning. 
time it isin the cirection of King’s Mills. Iam assured that there are a 
number of salmon in the Trent about the weirs here, and also down in the 
neighbourhood of Weston and Willington and low Shardlow. There are many 
obstacles in the Trent not yet moderated, and they seem to cause the fish to 
stay about in the deeper waters longer than they otherwise would do. And the 
tributaries, such as the Soar, the Derwent, and the Dove, require a good deal of 
looking after. Were they ina state of purity and free from obstacles, the 
salmen would come to the shallows for the purpose of spawning, and we should 
have in the river as great a supply as there is at present in the Severn and the 
Dee. The head waters of these cributaries are equal in every way to the head 
waters of the two rivers mentioned and their tributaries. The fl ods of the 
winter have done a great deal to clean out the bed of the river, and the fish will 
enjoy the water much more than usual. It would really make this district into 
a good salmon fishery if the pollution, caused by sewage from Nottinzham, 
Deiby, Burton, Belper, Longborough, and some other sma'ler places, could be 
entirely stopped. The Trent Conservators have a great work before them yet ; 
but it is work that good results will cause to be appreciated. Anglers may now 
meet w.th salmon any moment, but about evening is the best time. The 
weather is scarcely warm enough to attack them with flies, and they are in too 
deep water at present.—LImPus. 


Wye (Bakewell.) 

The fishing has improved since last week. There have been rather more fish 
killed. We had a few hours’ nice steady rain this morning, and fish have been 
rising we] to-day. The same flies that I recommended last week. Tuesday 
and Wednesday we hada rough wind, and there were a few killed with the 
March brown and blue dun.—R. B. 


Wye (Ross). 

Although the season so far has not been a good one for this river, some 
excellent dishes of trout have been obtained by some of the local anglers, in- 
cluding Mr. James Roy. A fisherman named Andrews recently took a nice 
fellow of 2 1b. Amongst the salmon Mr. T. de la Hay, jun., has been successful, 
landing a fine fish of 15 lb., and asmailer one was taken by Mr. Goold. The 
water is now in good order, and with some warmer weather good sport ought 
to be obtained.—Joun A. CoUNSELL. 


Wye and Derwent. 


S1r,—The weather during the past week, with the exception of to-day 
(Thursday), has been very unfavourable for anglers—the wind bl owing great 
guns, and bittercold, which has caused very few fisherme1 to turn out on these 
rivers. To-day rata we have had about six hours steady rain, which has 
discoloured both rivers a little, and this afternoon a good muny fishermen are 
out on various parts of the Derwent trying their hands with both trolling and 
I have not yet heard what sport has 
been had. No doubt they will do well—as this glorious downpour is sure to set 
the trout on the feed, both on the ponds and ontherivers. Fishing prospects 
ought to be first-class next week, both on the Wye and Derwent. Bumbles, 
furnaces and spider flies will be found the best flies than can be used (for either 
river. —GEORGE JAMES Eaton. 


Yore (Hawes). 

Have had nothing to report during the past fortnight, owing to the drought 
that has so universally prevailed. To-day it is raining intorrents, and I expect 
the rive to be *‘ out’? soon on this afternoon. After this fresh fly-flshing 
ought to be in full swing. I shall use the iron blue, purple body, snipe blue, 
yellow body, and woodcock, orange body, all dressed hackle. I find hackle 
flies kill best on our rough water. I shall nodoubt have some good baskets 
to account for in my next.—J. Corry. 


This 








Mr. J. H. GReGORY says that an acre of land may contain six 
tons of worms. So it may; but if Mr. Gregory ever tried to dig a box 
of bait on ten minutes’ notice of an invitation to go fishing in a dry 
time, he kuows it don’t. 

TRANSFERENCE OF SALMON FRY TO THE RIVER Tay.—Oa 
Tuesday last, about 8,000 fry from Dupplin Hatchery were safely 
transferred to the Tay, being discharged into the stream at various 
points between Perth and its confluence with the Earn, Over 50,000 
yet remain to be transported to the river. : 

THAMES TROUT.—On Wednesday last, the 18th, Mr. A. J. Little, 
member of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, caught, while spinning 
at Teddington Weir, two trout, in good condition, scaling respectively 
6lb.540z. and 21b.4}0z. They are being preserved by Messrs. 
Gaynor and Son, fishing tackle makers, Richmond-on-Thames. 

“‘ FORESTRY.”’—With the commencement, in May, of its next 
volume, the ¥ournal of Forestry, still conducted by Mr. F. G, Heath, 
author of “Autumnal Leaves,” and editor of Gilpin’s ‘ Forest 
Scenery,” will take a ‘‘new departure.” Under the altered title of 
‘Forestry: a Magazine for the Country,” it will be enlarged in size 
and still further popularised. The May part will include a descriptive 
article by Mr. Richard Jefferies, entitled ‘* The Contents of Ten 
Acres,” and ‘‘A Forgotten President of Agriculture,” by Mr, R.A. 
Kinglake. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





BARon PAUL TEHERKASSO?Y, St. Petersburg.—We thank you for your kind 
letter, and will endeavour to get the copy of the GAZETTE for February 19, 
7881. We will keep it for you at our office, and also the volume for 1882. 
Kindly leave a note for us with your address when you reach London. 

R. Srevenson, Muirkirk.—Messrs. Hutchinson and Co., of Kendal, make 
both specialities to which you refer. As regards your query as to whether 
it would ‘ do to stock a large reservoir with Salmo Levensis fry when it 
is already stocked with perch ?’”? we should say it would not be wise to put 
in fry if the perch ate large and numerous, but yearling and two-year-old 
trout would have a much better chance, of course, and if there is a s‘fream 
they can run up to spawn in there will soon be fry. _ You may have to put 
in stock fish every year for some years until the trout are established. 
The owners of the reservoir own the fishing right unless they have parted 
with it, and the fact that they have not hitherto entorced their right by 
preventing the public fishing in the reservoir does not deprive them of their 
right to do as they please with it now. In such a case as this the best 
plan is to issue season, weekly, and daily tickets at a fair charge. It brings 
you revenue, and prevents ill-feeling. The book will be sent as soon as it 
comes from the binder.—EnD. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


( We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 


FLY-FrISHING-SPINNING, 


(Continued from page 179.) * 
Like— 
‘« The story of the cat and the fiddle, 
Begun, and broke off in the middle,’’ 


The story of my minnows and Mr. King’s preservative of them we broke off 
just where they had got into certain little difficulties, you will recollect. Finding 
later on a disimprovement in the keeping of that gross of minnows, I took out 
some dozens of the best, and did what I was afterwards recommended by Mr. 
King to do, viz., put them into a fresh solution. But asregards tose minnows 
Iwent beyond his recommendation ; for I did not put them into a fresh solution 
of the same strength, but into a saturated cold water solution, with a consider- 
able precipitate of the preservative powder, in addition. And I cannot too 
strongly advise the adoption of a similar course in a similar case, and also in all 
cases where it is desired to preserve a maximum bulk of minnows in a minimum 
bulk of solution, except that I should then use a saturated solution in boiling 
water, as being one-sixth stronger, being the maximum strength of solution, and 
which, by means of the precipitate, is kept up to within one-sixth of its original 
strength, as the preservative power 1s gradually drawn out of the original solu- 
tion, by the minnows’ absorption of it, and is gradually restured by the 
dissolving into the remaining solution of such a quantity of the precipitate as 
will represent a like amount of preservative power. That, in any case of over- 
crowding, is a point of much importance. The remainder of that gross of 
minnows I put into a fresh qnantity of solution, but only of about the same 
strength as that in which they had previously been immerse], one a good deal 
weaker than that of any saturated solution, In afew days I found that the Jast- 
mentioned minnows had gone too far to the bad to be made good again. Their 
vice could not be patched up into a virtue. Their a 


‘¢ Pallid lips say, ‘It is past! 
We can return no more! ’”? 


Nor did they. They went to the dogs—or the cats—vid the dusthole. But 
those dozens which [ had put into the saturated solution recovered, if not per. 
fectly, yet sufficiently to prove the extra potency of the stronger solution I 
have them by me still. And within the last few days I have inspected them 
very carefully, Their incipient decomposition has been completely arrested 
The overgrown ones remain limp and holjlow-bellied. But those of medium 
and smaller size are, I verily believe, firm and tough enough for casting, judging 
by putting them upon spinning-tackle in the room. The colours of none of 
them, large or small, have, I think, improved much, if anything. But the 
complete arrest of decomposition shows clearly the fons et origo mali to have 
* There is an apparent inconsistency, or contradiction, between the former part 
of this letter and my second article, which I would explain. In my second 
article I spoke of ‘‘a considerable quantity of loose-line, which is cast out and 
drawn in, in addition, or as a supplement, to the—not short—line which is 
taut out in the air at the moment of the cast forward!’’? And in the former 
part of this letter I wrote of ‘‘ the limited length of the ¢awt line’? and of the 
(short, Zoose) line.’’ The simple explanation is, that in the former part of this 
letter I was comparing, in my own mind, the taut line and the Joose line with 
the very much longer line often cast in spinning in the Thames and Nottingham 
casting styles, in which friction on the rod-rings is a more important mate ; 
whereas in my second article I was regarding the ¢aut and Joose parts of the 
line as parts of a fly-line cast from a ro foot or 11 foot rod. A quarter of an 
hour is a short time to be going a fishing; but it is long enough to 
be undergoing a surgical operation. ‘It is important to notice this, because 
men are often disposed to consider each object as really and properly belongin 
to some one class alone ; from their having been accustomed, in the course a 
their own pursuits, to consider, in one point of view only, things which ma 
with equal propriety be considered in other points of view also: i.e reheiaae 
to various classes (or predicates). And this is that which chiefly constitutes 
what is called narrowness-of-mind’’ (Whately’s Logic, Analytical Outlin 
I trust, therefore, to thee, intelligent reader, ¢.7., to thee, Mr. Gniddir, <4 


. ‘“Not to scan 
With Midas’ ears, committing short and long ; 
Thy worth and skill exempt thee from the throng.” 


There’s one error of judgment ‘‘in my jive wits,’’ at all events (for want of a 
proper explanation) though the ‘‘meaning’’ is ‘good’? enough; if that’s 
the construction anybody puts upon my motto: albeit my construction of it 
is, that I am five times as often wishing my readers well—as I am (not 
unwittingly making mistakes in addressing them, but) using my wits, always 
(cum grano) to the best advantage, for their behoof, : y 





| ‘brought b 


been the want of a sufficient strength of preservative. power im the beginning. 
The mal-preseryation of that gross of minnows I do not attach the slightest 
importance to, and I have only mentioned it as a warning against overcrowding. 


«« Forewarned is forearmed.’’ 


That loss was simply an accident caused by crass ignorance of the prwers 
and needful manipulation of the preservative. Ihave had precisely simi'ar 
accidents happen, over and oyer again, with minnows preserved in methylated 
spirits ; end no one questions their great potency as a fish-preservative, what- 
ever their incidental evils may be. Did I not write in my final article, “I see 
now, in ths light of my latest experiments, that most of my earlier preservings 
had failed, owing to my having overcrowded the minnows in the spirits, stewing 
them in their own juice far too much, infact.” The very last big batch which 
1 put up, in methylated spirits, at this time last year—a gross—went soft and 
bad from that very cause ina week or two. Neither in that. case, nor in this 
one with Mr. King’s preservative, did the minnows, strictly speaking, putrefy : 
their destruction was a decomposition, rather than a putrefaction, and the 
consequent mal-odour was, therefore, in each case, merely asickly one, not that 
preeminently offensive smell which slways accompanies real putrefaction. The 
residue of the six dozen minnows originally preserved in the stronger solution, 
approaching to a saturated cold water one, on March 20, are still (April 20)—a 
month after preservation—as sound and good as whcn they were first preserved, so 
far as I can judge by eye and hand, and by testing on tackle in the room, although 
they have been out of the preservative, and exposed to the air, and handled, 
perhaps, twenty times. Mr. Kingassures me that he has minnows im their 
pristine perfect condition, which have been preserved for upwards of five months. 
It is highly desirable, he states, that during the first few weeks of preservation 
the vessel containing the minnows should be shaken frequently, ‘‘for this 
reason, that the fish by absorbing the preserving m:tter from the solution imme- 
diately surrounding them weaken it very considerably, even, in the case where 
they are too closely packed, to such an extent as. to render their putrefaction 
possible. ‘Therefore itis necessary that this portion, which is in immediate 
contact with tke fish, should be replaced by a fresh lot, as is done when the 
vessel is agitated.’’ I seek to reduce to a minimum both the risk of putrefaction, 
or rather decomposition, and its remedy, as well by making the solution of 
maximum strength, as by allowing a reserve-fund in the precipitate, tobe drawn 
on, as occasion shall require, as already explained. That, however, will not 
altogether, perhaps, in prudence—especially where the minnogs are closely 
packed —dispense with the agitation of the vessel, which, like 


‘“‘ The useful trouble of the rain,”” 


does a world of good. So that the vessel, if a Jitt'e troublesome, must not be 
regarded as ‘a vessel of wrath’’ exactly, and denunciated accordingly. 

Great care, of course, should be taken to ascertain the exact number, or bulk, 
of minnows which a 6d. packet of the preservative will properly preserve. And 
information on this head would then be most usefully given by Mr. King in his 
‘<Directions for use.’ My suggestious on the subject in the former part of this 
letter are only tentative and preliminary, for it may we'l be that, instead of 
eight dozen, twelve dozen, or a still larger number, can be safely preserved by 
such a packet. 

Of course the power of the preservative is not, and does not pretend to be, 
unlimited. Cela va sans dire. No good is absolutely good in this world, except, 
as Kant says, a ‘* Good. Will,”? such anone e.g. as you, Mr. Editor, and I bear 
towards Mr. King’s Fish-Preservative. I have. just dried thoroughly for two 
days a couple of minnows of Mr. King’s own preservation, and have returned 
them to the preservative, which, after an hour or two’s immersion, has fetched 
them back to their original form therein, both in colour and in firmness. If 
that experiment may be trusted, this most useful fact follows: that whenever 
such a course would be more convenient—as in travelling with limited luggage 
—a stock of minnows might be carried in a dry state, with a packet of powder, 
and be restored to the liquid preservative at the end of the journey. The powder, 
by the way, would not be a bad bedfellow in some places—almost equal to Keat- 
ing’s ‘‘ Persian,’’ perhaps. I certainly think that minnows preserved in Mr, 
King’s preparation may safely be used dry, or moist, during a day’s fishing, and 
returne1 to the preservative on the return from angling. But there should be a 
due ‘‘rotation of crops,’’ so to speak, in the dry, or moist, use ofsuch baits. The | 
same minnows should not be taken out for use day after day. The minnows 
rom angling should be put by ina special vessel of preservative 
use comes round again. I may add that I have tried, except 
in ca ylated spirits and (separately) glycerine on some of the 
softene ws preserved in Mr. King’s preservative. The spirits hardened 
and toughened the baits for a day or two, but appeared to rot them afterwards, 
And I found no benefi: from the glycerine. I have also, since the former part 
of this letter was published, with a few of the best of the bait preserved by 
me in Mr. King’s preservative, tried experiments, some of which I suggested 
in that paper, that is, I have tried mixing one-sixth, 3, and 
respectively of methylated spirit, with that preservative. The several mixtures 
caused a turbidity, and a whitish precipitate. The mixture with 4 methylated 
spirits producea in a few hours a deposit of large, yellowish crystals upon. the 
minnows; and it rotted them. The two weaker mixtures did not seem to have 
much effect upon the bait. Altogether, I arrived at the conclusion that alcohol 
would not act as an astringent, or cause toughness, when mixed with the 
preservative. My surmise, however, that alcohol, so mixed, might not have any 
injurious effects on the eyes, and fins, and tails of minnows already preserved by 
Mr. King’s preservative proyed correct. But 


‘¢ Since brevity is the soul of wit, 
And tediousness the limbs and outward flourishes, 
I will be brie‘.’’ 


To sum up, for the one week’s period, and, I have little or no doubt, for the 
five weeks’ period of preservation, minnows preserved in Mr. King’s 
preservative will be found first-class baits, perfect, or approaching very 
closely to perfection. So long as they continue firm and tough enough for 
casting they will be bad to beat by bait preserved on any other principle 
as yet generally known. \Vhether they willlast good for nine months, that time 
only can tell, But Iam inclined to think they will. Not that I care very 
much about so long a preservation myself. If I can but keep dead minnows 
well preserved for five or six weeks I shall be fairly content with ¢hat. As 
regards the cost of Mr. King’s preservative, it is certainly not dear in itself, or 
absolutely, whether a sixpenny packet will preserve eighteen, cr only eight, 
dezen minnows. The cost or value, as compared with that of other preservatives 
such as methylated spirits, and glycerine, and includingin the comparison of 
course, the.quantity, and the quality, and the duration of preservation in each 
preservative, is a wide question, and one upon which I am not at present fully 
ualified to ane an opinion. Iam exceedingly pleased (and not a little so 
for my own sélfish sake) that my articles have helped to bring to the front what 







till th 


~ bids fair tobe a most useful and valuable preparation. 
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For a perfect minnow- 
preservative I, old mion»w-spinner as I am, have been for years longing, not to 
say yearning. And soit has be-n a labour of love to me to test the merits of 
Mr, Kinz’s preservative, as far as my limited opportunities have permitted, and 
to record the highly satisfactory results. I shall continue to test it thoroughly 
against cne or two other new forms of preservation which I am experimenting 
upon, and if, in the eud, I find it superior to them all, I shall adopt it exclusively 
when [ cannot procure live minnows. The doom of methylatéd spirits in their 
old form (pure and simple) as a preservative, Mr. King’s preparation, at all 
events as a preservative for some weeks, if not months, hus sealed, so far as I 
have yet had the means of judging. Whether, as compared with other and 
newer possible forms of preservation, my ultimate decision will be for or against 
Mr. King’s p ese: vative, it will, at all events, be formed in the spirit of his own 
motto, - = 
“ Palmam qui meruit ferat.” 
“He who would adomn 

Tlis envied temples with the Isthmian crown, 

Must either win, through effort of his own, 

the prize, or be content to see it worn 

By more deserving brows,”’ 


I have alluded to the. fact that Iam making a few further experiments in 
minnow-preserving. But, as they are not complete, I will not go very deeply 
into detail about what I have done. I will, however, state the problems I am 
Seeking to solve, cr the experiments involved in the solutions, and Iwill give a 
‘wrinkle’’ or two to such as may be continuing to use methylated spirits, by 
which means they willimprove the colours, and eyes, and fins, and flexi- 
bility of their baits very greatly. Kill your minnows either in the way recom- 
mended by Herr Weeger, and followed by Mr, King, which has been ex- 
plained in this letter, and immediately afterwards put them into a pot, and just 
eoyer them with either pure glycerine, or that and cold water, or glycerine and 
Suzar-syrup, in equal par's—try which is best—and keep them 
there for about five mmutes, s irring them well about, so that the slime may 
be dissolved from tiem; or else kill them in one or other of those fluids, and 
as soon as they are dead, without any delay, or else after a quarter of an 
hour — fest each way—-transfer them to the methylated spirits. Tuy a'so keepa« 
ing a few—jus! by way of experiment—in } spirits (say about 60 over proof) and 
Zeold water And try keeping a few in} spirits.and 4 strong syrup of loaf sugar 
‘and water. Try also keeping a few in } spirits, and 3 of such syrup. Prepare 
your syrup as follows (for which information I am indebted to the kindness of 
Mr. King) :—‘‘ Dissolve one pound of loaf sugar in eight fluid oun<es of water” 
(for which purpose get an eight-ounce bottle froma chemist) ‘‘ dissolving by the 
a dof heat in an enameiled saucepan, stirring occasionally. Boil it for two 
minntes only, which will be sufficient to keep it from turning sour, and not encugh 

*to cause the sugar to crystallise out of the solution, as would be the case if boiled 
longer. Dilute this as you think necessary in using. The object of the syrup 
added to the spirits is to lessen’ their hardening and shrivelling effects.’’ 


‘* Sweets to the sweet,’’ 





_ littleminnows. Mr. King also suggests whether killing them in the syrup would 


not tend to dissolve the s'ime from them. I propcse trying on them that 
euthanasia, almost as delicate a dying as Clarence’s in the malmsey- 
butt? I shall do that in the hope of avoiding certain other evils which 
take place after preserving the minnows in _ pure _ glycerine, 
which I will state presently. To gain some true notion of the preservative 
powers of glycerine, kill a minnow by immersion in that fluid; let it remain 
therein for, say, five or six hours—though very much less time would pro- 
bably suffice —possibly less than an hour would do; then immerse it in cold 
water, and after from a quarter to half an hour take it ont. 
You will find it comes out of the water ‘‘The Deformed Trans- 
formed’ in colour, plumpness, firmness, flexibility, &c., a wonderful approach 
to its form in life. A somewhat sunken and smali eye, a certain:tenderness of 
skin, and a most singular peeling-off of the skin on the top of the sku'l only, 
are the evils which I am experimenting t> overcome. The skin-disease, I infer, 
is the effect of a death in glycerine, or the immediate post-mortem action of 
the glycerine, whereby, apparently, through a sucking out of the water froin the 
body of the minnow (a process in which I suspect thaf the great specific gravity of 
glycerine plays the chief part), all the blood is driven to the hea e seen 
through the skin of every minnow killed in that fluid. 







‘«Butchered to make’? ax angler’s “holiday.” 


My first experiments to avoid those evils will be by killing the minnowsin the next 
mentioned manners. : 

(1) In Herr Weeger’s way, by pouring water of about 110° Fahr. on to cold 
water. 

(2) In} glycerine and } cold water, 

(3) In all sugar-syrup. 

(4) In § sugar-syrup and } cold water. 

(5) By laying the minnows, well apart from one another, on a dry towel, 
to die. 

N.B.—This dry death will save their colours, which the dying all of a heap, 
or in water, tends to destroy. 

I shall also endeavour to ascertain the shortest pericd of immersion in pure 
glycerine—and also in various proportions of glycerine and water and glycerine 
and sugar-syrup—with and without a small quantity of some astringent in 
each case—which will preserve minnows sufficiently to fairly absorb the fluid, 
or undergo its operation, and yet let them dry up, or keep moist with- 
out rotting, after removal from the preservative, so as to preserve the 
eyes as bright and the skin as tough as possible, which I fancy some days, and 
perhaps some hours, immersion in pure glycerine tends not to produce. Should 
I find it necessary to toughen the skins of the minnows at all, by the use of 
some astringent agent, I propose trying to accomplish that object by mixing one- 
twentieth, one-thirtieth, and one-fortieth respectively of boracic acid with the 
glycerine, also one-tenth and one-fifteenth respectively of alum with it. I find 
that-one-tenth of boracic acid, with nine-tenths of glycerine, dissolves the skin 
all over the minnows. Tannic acid is of no use, by reason of its brown 
colour. None of these mixtures will make glycerine an explosive, I am assured, 
though ‘* the villainous saltpetre ’’ will, 


«‘ And blow them at the moon ”’ 


that make a mess of it. 

I shall also try—after killing the minnows out of the glycerine, in the 
preferential one of the recommended ways—immersing them in glycerine, with 
about one-sixth and one-eighth respectively of methylated spirits added. Any 

- considerable quantity of spirits shows its injurious effects on the minnows imme- 





diately. Their slime should always be dissolved before they are put into any 
mixture of spirits. Ishal] likewise try this next experiment—after due preservation 
in glycerine, and also in varying proportions of glycerine and water, either 
along or with some astringent in each case—I shall preserve the minnows in 
sugar-syrup. And I shall—after due preservation in the various fluids before 
suggested—try keeping the minnows dry until just before use, and then soaking 
them from a quarter to half an hour in cold water. The soaking might be made 
occasionally, of a few at a time, during the angling, in a soda-water bottle or 
«ther convenient vessel, to prevent the bait becoming too soft and limp by too 
long a soaking, My view is, that, if minnows are once properly preserved in 
glycetine, either pure or, to a certain extent, diluted, and either alone or with 
an astringent, they would keep dry, or just moist for weeks or months, out of any 
fluid, without getting soft and tencer; and then, by soaking for a short time 
in cold water, become in a fit state for use, and be first-class bait. But that 
is a speculaticn which requires practical proof. 

With those experiments, and perhaps some few others, in glycerine, &c. (fer a 
good many more (say 100, or more) might be made withit, in combination with 
other fluids) I shall—for want of leisure—hive to give up experimenting in 
minnow-preserving, for the present. I had hoped to have completed all my 
experiments before the closing of this letter, bus am prevente1 by the difficulty 
of getting minnows. And so 


‘<The unfinished window of Aladdin’s tower 
Unfinished must remain.’’ 


I have thought, however, that it may be useful to give the reader 
concisely the problems which I propose should be solved, even if I cannot 
give him the soiutions of them, He canthen exercise his own acumen upon 
them and such others as may suggest themselves as feasible practical hypo- 
theses to his scientific imagination. I caunot help thinking that glycerine is 
very likely to become the basis of a first-class minnow-preservative. But that 
Nature may have to be cross-examined very closely indeed before her secret is 
extorted from her, need surprise no one who has thought at all over the subtleties 
of dynamite and nitro-glycerine. Only one needs to know within a little what 
one is about in making mixtures with glycerine, especially if one is, like I 
am, not a chemist, either professional or amateur; and is not—un'ike the 
mournful Genone—seeking to be 


“ Walking the cold and starless road of death,”’ 
or flying alung it. - ; 
As regards the evil smell of methylated spirits, neither Ward, nor “X.,’? nor 
I—and we have, pertaps, had a pretty fair amount of practical experience 


between us—thinks that that ill-odour isany deterrent to the trout running. 
There we are all, with Herr Weeger, against you, Mr. King and Mr. Editor : 





«¢ And charge with all our chivalry.’’ 


To splinter a lance, or speak a mind, myself, I do confess, I think it is rather 
dangerous arguing—on paper! —from men’s senses of smell and taste to those of 
fish. For, if not as to both of those senses, yet as to the latter of them, at least, 
we do know that in some things—sewers, to wit—our Nasty is their Nice, 





© Sapidum in ore!’ 


though that, apparently, is as odd as Mrs. Brown's view of the ‘‘veal’? and 
‘yea’? abroad actually was. ‘‘ How odd!”’ said Mis. B., ‘‘that our weal 
should be your woe!’’ I often think, when things like these are on the Zafis, 
of the answer of the philosopher when he was asked, ‘‘ What is Znstinct” ? 
“« How on earth should I know? I was never inside a. dog's head.’? And 
have any of us ever been inside a trout’s nose? And who knows not—even 
if he knows not by his nose—Mr, Editor, the two recipes which, guantum 
valeant, Izaak makes known ? 


“Not to know them argues onese/f unknown,”’ 


as an anger ¢f ‘light and leading.” Fh? 

“*) shall also impart two other experiments (but not tried by myself), 
which I will deliver in the same words that were given me, by an excel- 
lent angler, and a very friend, in writing : he told me the latter was too 
g od to be told but in a learned language, lest it should be made 
common. : 

“¢Take the stinking oil drawn out of the polypody of the oak by a 
retort, mixed with turpentine and hive-honey, and anoint your bait there- 
with, and it will doubtless draw the fish to it.’ 

‘© The other is this: ‘ Vudlnera hedere grandissine inflicta sudant 
balsamum oleo gelato, albicantique persimile, odoris vero longé suavis« 
simi? 

“‘Tt is supremely sweet to any fish, and yet assafoetida may do the 
like.”’ 

And some folks believe in ‘‘ Stinking Gladwin ”’ still, don't they ? 


‘‘For ’tis their neture to.”’ 


The true quarrel is not with methyl-alcohol, gud methyl, but with alcohol, gud 
alcohol, as a minnow-preservative, for the evils which it causes, by 
rigidity and over-toughness of the baits (inclnding the _ stiff- 
ness, as well as the opacity of their fins), the whitening of their eyes, 
and the dulness of their body-colours. And then there is that other little 
quarrel between the angler’s nose and the 10 per cent. of naphtha which makes 
the methylation. But that little quarrel might be made up, like lovers’ 
quarrels—O so sweetly !-—were it not that worse remains behind. However 
desirable for the sake of astringency, and even if it would harmonise with his 
preservative, Mr. King could not, of course, himself add methylated spirits to 
it, without making a fluid of it before sale, which would bea far less convenient 
form than the solid one, as well for the purchaser as for the vendor. 


‘ Turn again, Whittington, thrice Lord Mayor of London Town,” 


which, with ‘‘ Diligence and Good Conduct ”’ (as they were wont to write in the 
prizes—I don’t say mine—given at our school), I may, of coutse, some days 
become. Messrs. Nutting have asked me to state that they are pleased to find 
they can make the following reductions of their prices for the following articles, 
parts of Ward’s tackle :— 


Single trace ., .. reduced from 1s. 6d, to Is. 
Belly-leads per dozen af Sp TSan OG.5 ton ts” 3de 
Ditto, ditto, single 7) » — 2d. to — 14d. 


T suppose, now thatthe snow’s gone and April’s come, they'll be soon getting 
pretty busy with their fly-fishing-spinning-tackle orders. They might just write— 
about the end of May—and let me know how many more grosses of tackles 
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they’ve turned out, and how much they’ ve improved upon ¢hose belly-leads. The 


time’s fast coming on for them all now. 


‘© The bell-throats o’ the bonnie birds ring, 
When the angler goes a-trolling ; 
The chiding east wind droops his wing, 
And Summer trips the step of Spring, 
When the angler goes a-trolling.’’ 
At last— 
“‘ Nought in hate, but all in honour,” 


I reach Mr. H. S. Hall’s letter in the FisH1nc Gazette of February 3rd. That 
letter, so far as it affects me, is as follows: — 


‘¢ Srr,—Though I am too fond of fly-fishing ever to abandon it for 
any other method of angling, I do occasionally use a minnow in Scotland, 
andin large streams Jike the Usk, so that I have been interested in 
“A. R.I.E.L.’s” papers without going with him entirely in his 
devotion to this particular art. If he would favour me with a few further 
hints on the following points I should be greatly obliged. 

“« (1) In the method of baiting, described and illustrated, a fish that 
gets the bait well into his mouth, cr runs at the head, stands a good 
chance of being hooked; but what abcut the trout that follows the 
minnow several yards, chopsat it, and comes short? I don’t know very 
much about minnow-fishing, but I have often seen a fish follow the bait 
right across a pool, with his nose only an inch or two behind, and make 
a grab which resul's in nothing unless the tail is well armed with a hook. 
Iiemember one day’s fishing in Scotland last August. I began with 
fly, but, after an hour or more without success, I went over the same 
water with natural minnow preserved in spirits. Iran seven fish, all of 
which I saw plainly, without hooking one, I then waded out and rigged 
up a flying triangle to hang behind the minnow close to the tail. In less 
than five minutes Iran another fish, which followed my bait as before, 
and grabbed it quite close tomy legs. This fish was firmly hooked on the 
tail triangle only, and proved to bea two-pounder. And what little 
experience I have had in minnow-fishing has certainly given me the idea 
that trout are very frequently taken on the tai! hook As far as I re- 
member, both Pennell and Stewart advocate a ‘‘flying drag,’? end I 
can't understand how in this new art we are to dispense with it. Wiil 
“A. R. I. E.L.”’ please advise on this point ? 

‘*(2) Preservation of baits—I have always used pure spirit, and it 
answers fairly well, except for the effect on eyes and fins. But do the 
trout smell the spirit, and therefore come shyly? Is this the reason 
why I have always found a tail hook necessary, for my expeiiments have 
been solely with preserved minnows? I shall certainly try some of the 
mixtures of glycerine and spirits, but I suppose pure spirit would be 
better than methylated, as possessing less smell. 

‘*(3) Where does the exponent of the new art get his lines? 
the plain silk, which are afterwards dressed in copal varnish.”’ 


I mean 


“‘Think’st thou to catch my life so pleasantly 
As to prenominate in nice conjecture 
Where thou wilt hit me dead ?’’ 


I passed that extract from Mr. Hall's letter on to Ward, without any com- 
ment, only asking forhis answer. Here it is:— 


“¢ As to the fish coming short, and not believing in my tackle hooking 
them ifthey come short, without a hook at the tail end, all I can say is 
I never use a hook to drag behind the minnow, as ninety-nine out of a 
hundred would be caught by the hooks close to the head. The reason 
why fish come short is either wih being fished with bad fishermen, cr 
bad coarse tackle. If they see notising but the bait they will not come 
shert.”’ 


In those views of Ward (which are not new tome) I quite concur, subject 
on'y to the next remark. Though in the great majority «f cases the running 
short of the trout certainly arises from one or both of the reasons Ward has 
pointed ont, yet I think there are other occasions when trout rua short, 
as stated in my _ fourth article. Often on those occasions 
the trout strikes the bait, and lets go of it again instantly. That 
kind of coming short is evidently not within Mr. Hall’s meaning, and does not 
affect the question he raises, and is, therefure, no doubt, not noticed in Ward's 
answer. I don’t believe that any bare hook, flying or dragging behind the tail 
of the bait, would hardly in one case out of a hundred be a remedy for any 
running skort on the part of the trout. On the contrary, I decidedly think that 
such a hook would be an insufferable evil. To fully explain a// my views on 
that point, however, would take far more time than I, and space than you, Mr. 
Editor, have to spare. 


‘¢ Neither rhyme nor reason can express how much,”’ 


nor, for reasons which will hereafter appear, do I think that the most 
elaborate paper-proofs would add one jot or tittle to the practical strengta 
of Ward’s case in this matter, while their subtle and below-the-surlace 
nature would make them hard to write, and might make them harder still to 
read, although a great author has, in effect, said that the easiest writing is the 
hardest reading * Besides, I don’t want to be accused of any charge of ‘* chop 
logic’ in answering Mr. Hall’s objection, which is grave enough on the face of 
it, or at the first blush—like Shylock’s bond. I will therefore make but very few 
and very simple remarks ef my own, though they shall be as much to the point 
asI can make them. I don’t understand Mr. Hallto state, as regards the seven 
trout which he saw following his minnow (whilst he was fishing from the bank ? 
and perhaps a high bank ?), that he distinctly saw every one of those fish bite at 
the bait within “ flying drag’’ hook distance of its tail. 


“‘T cannot find it; ’tis not in the bond,’’ 


or the letter. But have all such of those seven fish as did not bite at the bait within 
such distance of its tail, or any of them, anything at all to do with the question at 
issue, which is whether they would have been caught ifsuch a hook had been 
on the tackle? Ithink not. It seems to me that none of them had any more 
to do with it than any of the seven sons or any of the seven daughters of 
Niobe. In the next place, in my humble opinion, Mr. Hill’s wading had 
probably very much more than his “ flying-drag’’ hook had to do with his 
catching that eighth trout. We all knowhow very much less shy trout are 
when we are wading. 
: ‘* When in dreamy youth I wandered 

; By the Baltic,’’ 

when fly-fishing, years ago, in Norway, and wading, I have had trout, in 
numbers, rising within a foot or two of my legs, so that I have drawn in the 


* «« Fasy writing is d—d hard reading.’’—Byron (I believe) —A.R.I.E.L. 





line by yards, by hand, and jobbed down the fly on the water, anyhow, to them, 
and have had them, when hooked, running between my legs, one after another, 
bolder even than that eighth, Scotch fish of 11r. Hall’s. Moreover, it looks to 
me not so very unlikely that when that eighth fish ‘* grabbed”? the bait close 
to Mr. Hall's legs, his legs being in the way of the fish seizing the bait by 
the head, the fish was bound to seize the bait by the tail. To change the 
Venue, or the point of view, I fancy that a bare hook out behind the tail of the 
bait on Ward’s tackle, while doing next to no good, would do a lot of harm, 
by interfering very seriously w.th the economy of the tackle in three most 
important respects, viz., by injuring the spin, by exposing another hock most 
barefacedly to the sight of the trout, and by greatly increasing the fouling of 
the tackle upon obstructions in the stream or on the banks, ‘To look at the 
question still more closely, on 
‘‘ Nearer view and narrower scrutiny,’’ * 


can Mr. Hall prove, or even give ashrewd guess, how many of the trout, hooked 
ona flying-diag hook only, would never have been hooked on some or one of 
the other hooks of the tackle, in the absence of that hook? That is a negative 
which can neither be proved, nor, of course, disproved in these columns. 


‘¢ Who can describe the indescribable ?’’ 


In truth, Mr. Hall has started a doubt and opened a discussion which can never 

be satisfactorily disposed of on paper. I know this, that I have often 

heard Ward say, when a barb of the hindmost hook on his tackle 

has been broken, that it was not worth while changing the tackle for 
such accident, as trout are s» very rarely hooked on that hook. To shifs the 

standpoint once more, and to a practical point, I would remind Mr, Hall that 

the best professional Thames trout-spianers do not use any flying-drag houwk. 

At least, neither Harry Wilder nor Ned Andrews, both of Maidenhead, did 

when I fished with themin 1880. Nor did Champ, of Pangbourne, nor his 

pupi', Davidson, do s> when, in earlier years, I was a client of theirs. 


‘Mr. Parkec 
Made the case darker, 
Which was dark enough without ; 
Mr. Cook 
Cited his book ; 
And the Chancellor said, ‘I doubt.’ ” 


But do you really doubt, fr. Editor ? Well, if you do, then, as regards those 
authorities Mr. Hall cites, I must, with the duest deference to them, say that 
1 have the highest confidence in the counter-authority of my own piscatorial 
pastor and master; and I cannot, I think, be fairly deemed either unreasonable 
or disloyal to all other, but alien, piscatorial potenta‘es, if I decline to transfer 
my allegiance to any one of them ere I shall have actually seen his Paladinian 
feats of greater prowess. Then, perhaps, I may metamorphose myself from 
‘CA .RVILE.L.”’ into Caliban, and cry out, 


‘* Ban, ban, Cacaliban! 
Has a new master: get anew maa!”’ 


But not ti'l then, ‘‘ my potent master!’' I wou'd add—for ‘' there's the rub” 
—that Ward's simple, practical affirmation, which I have given, is worth 
teams of any remarks of mine. And on this point, therefore—to prove this 
point, at least—it may not be out of place to state that we are dealing here with 
a matter of ‘*sense knowl:dge, passing beyond the scope of language,” and 
to give my authority for that statement. 


‘« Then give me leave to read philosophy.”’ 


‘‘The child has a large stock of sense knowledge before it can 
unlerstand and employ language. The skill of the artizan consists for 
the largest part in associations between sensible appearances and 
movements; to the stone-polisker the sizht of the surface at once 
suggests the next blow. i ; 

‘*Even in a highly intellectual profession as the practice of 
physic, the consummation of skill requires a large sense knowledge, 
passing beyond the scope of language. The physician learas from 
books everything that can be expres ed in words; but there are delicate 
shades of diagnosis that n» language can convey, stored up, without 
verbal expression, in the eye, the ear, and the touch. 
nowledze, however sufficient for the individual, can be 
ery limited degree, and with difficulty, communicated to 

sense impression, strictly speaking, cannot be directly 
ted atall. Indirectly, one individual can be of use to othe s 
ing them within reach of the objects that they need to know. 
The old can carry the young to food, water, or shelter. The instructor 
in medicine can show the actual cases to the pupil. As regards szove- 
ments, or outward actions, there is the power of imitation, largely 
possessed by human beings, and to a small extent by animals. 

‘« Such communication is obvivusly restricted to personal intercourse, 
and if not so imparted is lost. The tact and skill of mannal arts can 
be preserved only with the succession of living artizans,"’* 

‘: Do you believe me yet, or shall I call 
Antiquity from the old schools of Greece ?”’ 

“© So is it with ratiocination; anil as we should betake ourselves to 
Newton for physical, not for theo!ogic1l conclusions, and to Welling- 
ton for his military experience, not for statesmanship, so the maxim 
holds good generally, ‘ Cuique in arte sua credendum est’; or, to use 
the grand words of Aristotle, ‘We are bound to give heed to the 
undemonstrated snyings and opinions of the experienced and aged, not 
less than to demonstrations, because, from their having the eye of 
experience, they behold the principles of things.’t Instead of trusting 
logical science, we must trust persons, namely, those who by long ac- 
quaintance wi h their subject have a right to judge. And if we wish 
ourselves to share in their convictions and the grounds of them, we must 
follow their history, ana learn as they have learned. We must take up 
their particular subject as they took it up, beginning at the beginning, 
give ourselves to it, depend on practice and experience move than on 
reasoning, and thus gain that mental insight into truth, whatever its 
subject-matter may be, which our masters have gained before us. By 
following this course, we may make ourselves of their number, and then 
we rightly lean upon ourselves; we follow our own moral or intellectual 
judgment, but not our skill in argumentation. 

‘* This doctrine, stated in substance as above by the great philosopher 
cf antiquity, is more fully expounded in a passage which he elsewhere 
quotes from Hesiod: ‘ Best of all is he,’ says that poet, ‘who is wise 













* Bain, ‘‘ Logic, Deduction.’? Book I., chap. I., pp. 42 and 43. 


+ Eth. Nicom. VI., IL., Zin, 
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by his own wit ; next best is he who is wise by the wit of others; but whoso 
is neither able to see nor willing to hear, he is a good for-nothing 
fellow !’?? * 
‘* The angel ended, and in Adam’s ear 
So charm'ng left his voice, that he awhile 
Thought him still speaking, stil stood fixed to hear.” 
‘* How charming is divine philosophy !’’ 

And how much deep ‘sense knowledge,’’? how keen an insight by ‘‘theeye 
ot experience,’’ into ‘‘the principles of things’’ (I am speaking seriously) was 
there not vainly striving for expression in that great discussicn on The Bites of 
the Ro:ches, Mr. Editor? Ward, 

“Tn practice, rather than loud precept, wise,’’ 

has an experience of some forty years in minnow-spinning. After forty yea's 
of wanderings in the wilderness of practice, he is now about entering into the 
—to such practitiocers—‘‘ Promised Land’’ of Perfiction, What, therefore, 
I venture most respectfully to submit is, first, that Ward has a ‘sense 
knowledge”’ of the subject of minnow-spinning incomparably greater 
than either Mr. Ha!l’s or mine, so that it would be scarcely reasonable, 
and, indeed, barely modest, for either of us to dispute his conclusions ; 
and, secondly, that it would be still more absurd for either of us to attempt to 
do so ir words, inasmuch as it is a ‘knowledge without language,’’ whereas 
‘all the truths considered in logic are truths expressed in words.’? I may 
incidentally mention here, on the question of Ward’s experience, as well as on 
that of grayling taking the natural minnow—which to some folks is so hard a 
Saying—that on the last day of the last season, the 14th of March last, Ward 
caught eighteen grayling, some of them up to 2 Ib. a-piece, all by spinning the 
natural minnow in the fly-style. And a week or two before that he performed 
another feat, which I will Jet him state in his own words. 

«1 was fishing at C , ina pool, the other afternoon, to take some 
perch. We took minnows withus. Icaught them very fast. I said to 
my friend the keeper: ‘They’s] take the hooks and lead without. the 
minnow.’ He said it was all nonsense. I pulled the minnow off. 1 
cavght them as fast as I coul1 throw the hooks in, catching seventy in 
about an hour, averaging about 6 oz. each, with nothing but the hooks 
and lead cf my tackle. My friend said he could not have believed it if 
he had not seen and tried it. He thought I was chaffing him, till I asked 
him to take off the minnow and try for himself.”” + 

Of course, if Mr. Hall chooses to be sceptical, and to say: 
“« Expect no credit for too wondrous tales, 
Since Jonas only springs alive from whales,”’ 
why, I can’t help it; he must say it. Still, my advice tn him, notwithstanding— 
since he does me the honour of asking my advice—is to stick to Ward’s tackle 
in learning Ward's art. But whe Mr. Hall has come to master fly-fishing- 
spinning (which his articles on dry- fly-fishing show clearly that he can an he 
will), wen he has acquired full command over Ward's tackle, and has tested it 
thoroughly in itself—absolutely, not comparatively—zf Mr. Hall is ‘hen dis- 
satisfied with its deadliness, although, ere then, he, wading, will, over and over 
again, have covered 
; ** With blood and carnage his unconquered hands ’?— 
like the victorions Achilles, struggling and slaying on, though the enraged 
River-God rose against him, through the reddening stream of Scamander— 
then, I think, Mr. Hall may n.t unreasonably venture to pit against Ward's 
tackle any other which may chance to please his most ambitious fancy better. But 
that imaginary contingency, with any cross- grained corollary, I fear not. For 
when Mr. Hall shall have once warmly wooed the fair Philosophy of Fly-Fishing- 
Spinning, he will, I am convinced, have become a far more ardent Lover of aZZ 
its Truth—all the Truth ofits Beauty, and all the Beauty of its Truth—than he 
_can possibly be now, before any practice, and with his fancy brimful of and 
running over with all the dedici of an art—delicate, indeed, and delightful—yet 
one which—to that other one—is but—as a Ball-Room to a BatilesField. 
*€ Certaminis gaudia”’ ! 
I would say of Mr, Hall and all his enervating devotion to Dry-F ly-Fishing, that 
they remind me most strongly of Hercules at the feet of Omphale, or Samson 
in the lap of Dalilah. Nay, I will say ¢o him—in all his supine strength : 
‘€ Rouse thyself! and the weak, wanton Cupid 
Wiil from thy neck unloose his amorous fold, 
And, like a dew-drop from the lion’s mane, 
Be shook to air,’’ 

Mr. Hall’s second question, as to the possible illseffect of the bad smell of 
methyl-alcohnl, I have already fully answered. And I am not without hope 
that the partial review of the subject of minnow-preserving contained in this 

letter, may be of use to him, as well asto ‘‘X.’’ and other minnow-spinners. 
If and when their experiments shall confirm mine, or disprove them, or throw 
them into the shade, I shall expect those, our good friends, to tell me and all of 
us so in these columns. 

To Mr. Hall’s third question: ‘* Where does the exponent of the new art 
get his lines—I mean the plain silk, which are afterwards dressed in-co 
varnish? ’’ my answer is: ‘‘Those lines can be obtained at any respecta 
fishing-tackle shop in London.’ I think Mr. Hall will get a firmer plaited and 
generally better line by not buying the cheapest. I have found that the 
cheapest lines are apt to be loosely-plaited, which leads to a limp, flat line when 
dressed ; and they are also often very rough and ragged in many places, where 
the line has been broken and mended in the plaiting, owing, I am informed, to 


cheaper labour—boys’, not men’s—being employed in working the plaiting- 
machines, 





There is nothing more, I think, for me to say, except that this communication 
will (cum permissu supertorum) be my last contribution to the subject of fly- 
fishing-spinning. + ° 
“* For do not still the great skalds teach 

'_ That silence better is than speech ?”’ 
I wou!'d now, in the words of Izaak, the Immortal, 
“ Be quiet, and go a-angling.”” 
—I am, &c., 
London, April 20th, 1883. 


* Cardinal Newmen, ‘Grammar of Assent.’? Part 2., chap. 8., 7x. 

t Ionce caught a perch myself in just the same way, and have no doubt I 
could have caught many more so on that occasion, 2s they were running madly, 
only that I preferred making assurance doubly sure with the minnow, with 
which, spinwing, I caught about 110 perch that day. 


A. RoI. E. L. 








t Ihad some little difficulty in persuading the most grammatical compositor _ 


to take down his type of the truth, his type for the word *‘scolds.’’ But, as I tell 
him, the great scolds will all come by-and-by, when the coming correspondence 
as ‘* Begun to scold, and raised up such a storm ; 
That mortal ears might hardly endure the din,” 

















“OPENING THE BALL, 1883.” 

S1r,—Some cf your readers may possibly remember one or two little papers 
of mine on salmon-fishing, &c., which you hindly published some eighteen 
months ago. Of Jate my time has been so fully taken up with more important 
duties that I have had very-little chance of indulging in my favourite sport of 
fishing. It so happened, however, that whilst @énygaged in my official duties 
Jast month I was stationed, for a short time, near a good salmon river, and, 
having a couple of days’ holiday, and also leave to fish, I started from head- 
quarters on the evening of Good Friday to try my hand (though the wether 
was most unpromising) on the followivg day. As an account of that day’s 
sport may interest s me of your readers, I beg to forward it to you. 

“Saturday, March 24th: Got up at seven o’c'ock. Keen, white frost. Bed- 
room windows so covered with the frost I could not see out of them! Water 
in my jug in the bedroom covered with a thin coat ofice. Sky-without a cloud! 
Sun very bright! and not a breathofwind!! Toall appearance about as hope- 
le-s a day for fishing as could well be conceived. Wandered about the place 
till about eleven o’clock ; then, in despair, went to try a cast or two in the 
‘House-pool’ ‘Lo my astonishment, about the fifth or sixth cast, a fish rose 
at me and fastened ; but after a few minutes’ hard play the hold give way, and 
the fish got off. Whether he was ‘clean’ or not I could not say for certain, 
but I believe he was. After a few minutes I hooked another fish, which also, 
af er a few short runs, got off. I have no doubt he was acle:n fish, as I saw 
him plainly several times. I then went to the ‘upper bridge stream’ and 
fished it down. Near the tail cf it I rose a fish twice, touchinz him slightly 
the second time. LIrested him about ten minutes, and then tried him with 
another fly. He wouldn't look as i-. Tried him again with the fly he had 
risen at, and the moment it came over him he seized like a bull-dog. He gave 
grand play for nearly half-an-hour, and, when gaffed, turned out to be a new- 
1un fish of 14 1b. I then walked up the river to’ the ‘Rock-pool.’ In this 
pool there is a strong current, but no ‘ripple’ unless the wind blows init. 
As there was no wind the pool was as smooth as a mill-pond, and as the sun 
was shining brightly I did not think there was a chance of moving a fish, so 
began to amuse myself by trying to cast to the opposite bank (about 30 to 
25 yards). After two or three casts my fly dropped on the far bank, and as it 
fell from the bank into the water there was a big ‘splash,’ and I was ‘in 
him.’ Of course, I felt sure it was what we, in this part of the world, calla 
‘slat,’ i.e.,a spent fish; so, though I was fishing with light trout gut (I forgot to 
say the river was very low and clear as gin), I began to take liberties with my 
fish, bearing on him as hard as I dared, and refusing him line as far as possible, 
when all at once he ran toward me, threw himself three or four times into the 
air, and I saw he wasa good fresh-run fish. After a glorious fight of near 
forty minutes, ‘ Johnny’ stuck the gaff into him and landed a beautiful fish of 
161b. Irested my arms for a few minutes, and then began again. After two 
or three casts I was again ‘fast’ inafish. This brute ‘boored’ about the 
poo!, frequently ‘sulking’in a deep part of it fur ten or fifteen minutes ata 
time, but never showing any lively play for over an hour and a half before [ got 
him out. He was a ‘doubtful’ fish—not a ‘slat,’ but not fresh-run. I 
think he must have been some three months in the river. He ought, ifin 
really good condition, to have weighed 25 1b., but only scaled 22 1b., and I 
gave him the ‘ benefit of the doubt,’ and returned him to the water, hyping to 
renew the acquaintance when he is in rather better health.” It would only be 
waste of your valuable paper to record, in detail, the rest of the captures of 
that wonderful day. Suffice it to say that I hooked and landed fish after fish 
till [ was quite tired out, and gave up about five o’clock. My ‘‘ bag’? was five 
new fish from 12 1b. to 16 lb., one ‘‘doubtful’’ (returned) 22 1b, and six or 
seven (I forget which) ‘‘slats,”’ all returned. One of these, if in season wou'd 
have weighed, I think, about 351b. And this in a very low water, a bright, 
calm day, with a keen frost and bitter north-east wind.—I am, &c, 

Dublin, AN OLD Rob 


FISHING AT COWES. 

Srr,—A friend, who is going to visit Cowes, Isle of Wight, in the middle of 
May, will feel obliged if you can inform him what fish can be caught, and the 
best baits and tackle required.—I am, &c., MARK ANTONY. 

[ Will some :eader wh» knows Cowes answer this query? There is a small 
stream there, but the ‘‘ Anglers’ Diary ’’ says much about where it rises (which 
any map shows), but nothing about what it contains, except that ‘* mullet 
may be caught with small fly on ebb tide.’”” We have had good fishing in the 
Brading, at Brading Station, where there is a stretch of free water; leave can 
also be got from the farmers. Flounders, roach, dace, carp, &c., are 
plentiful.k—Eb.] 


AN ANGLING ASSOCIATION FOR BATH. 

Sir,—To me a bath suz gests water, water suggests fish, and fish suggests 
fishermen, though I don’t suppose we should find many fish in the recently 
improved and health-giving bath of the queen of the wést. Still, I believe 
that an angling association in Bath would be the right thing in the right place, 
and I am pleased to find that there are some leading spirits prepared to take 
the matter up in the interests of anglers. It is very true, as your correspondeat, 
*¢ Clearing Ring,”’ says, that there exists a gocd foundation for as rong society. 
But then, it is not every angler, I suppose, even of Bath, who has the ability to 
contribute a guinea a year to a fishing association, which he would have to do 
if he joined the Avon and tributaries society. Not that I would say a single 
syllable against his suggestion, but would rather advise those who have the 
means to act uponit. But what I would suggest to our Bath friends is, the 
formation of an association in Bath, the members contributing a much lower 
sum than £1 1s.—say 2s. 6d., as is done by the Bristol Golden Carp Society, 
the Kingswood and District, and many other associations, the object being 
mainly the union of anglers and the preservation of every kind of illegal fishing, 
which would not require a large contribution. Then I believe the thing would 
be asuccess. It is well known that the Avon, between Bristol and Bath 
(about 20 miles of water), contains some splendid fishing, and, if it can only be 
preserved—as I have every reason to believe it can—by the united action of the 
Bristol, Kingswood, and Bath anglers, then it would become one of the finest 
and best rivers for fishing purposes (as I believe the late F. Buckland once said) 
in England. It is only a very short time since that I heard, on very. good 
authority, that one (I don’t like to call him a man) scamp took with the net, in 
the spawning season of 1882, no less than seven hundredweight of fish out of 
this beautiful river, near Bitton, or, rather, the brook that runs into it, and close 
to it, at Bitton. Another tock so many with the net near Kilton (not in the 
spawning season), that he fed his-pigs with them. Besides, there are, as I 
remarked in your GAZETTE some time ago, a legion of professional and amateur 
netters on this water. And yet, notwithstanding this wholesale destruction, 
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there were taken—I had almost said tons—I will say hundredweights of roach, 
dace, curp, perch, pike, trout, and other kinds of fish, by legitimate and fair 
angling. But, if something is not done speedily to protect the water from 
this abuse of netting, such takes as I have mentioned must inevitably be a thing 
of the past. Anglers, let_us unite for the purpose of its protection. Ifa 
deputation from our association can be of any service to our Bath friends in 
the formation of a fishing society, we will gladly come over, and render all the 
assistance in our power. I should say, call a meetiug of anglers by bills for 
some central place, give your invitations, tae the matter up with spirit, and 
the thing will be done.—I am, &c., H. WILTSHIRE, peas 
Lower Terrace, President of the Kingswood and District 
Kingswood, Bristol. Angling Association. 





A NEW CLUB AT BIRMINGHAM. 

Sir,—We have formed a new fishing club in Birmingham, viz., the ‘* Brace- 
bridge Fishing Club.’ Our water is at Sutton Coldfield, about seven miles 
from B.rmingham. . 

I intend sending you reports each week when our season opens—May 1— 
that is, with your permission we will send report. _ 

If you can find space in your club notices to notice our new club, I shall be 
much obliged. } 

Our first meeting, to frame rules, took place on April 18, at the Royal Hotel, 
Birmingham. . 

We have 60 acres of water well stocked with perch, roach, tench, pike, carp, 
and eels.x—I am, &c. 4 Howarpb SMITH, 

Hon. Sec. Bracebridge Fishing Club. 





THE RECENT FISHING DISASTERS. 

S1R,—It is to be sincerely hoped that the appeal made by the Loid Mayor of 
London on behalf of the bereaved and destitute will be generously responded 
to, and at the same time that the nation will set itself earnestly to work to 
provide more flaces of safety for fishermen and others in time of storm and 
danger, so that such losses may not be so serious in future.—I am, &c., 

F. Jounson, hon. sec. 


St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, The National Refuge Harbour Society. 


April 17. 


FISH UNDER ICE. 
S1r,—In answer to your editorial note, where you say, ‘‘ Ice on the surface 
of ponds should be broken in places or air-holes kept open, or the fish will die 
of suffocation, z.e,, want of air,’? I beg to state I have known ponds, full of 
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fish, frozen over so hard it was quite impossible for air to penetrate or get 
through the ice; that there were no holes made, and the fish did not suffer in 
the least degree. Is it not a fact that there is always sufficient air in the water 
to keep fish alive, especially in the winter?—L am. &c., Marx ANTONY. 

[We would not give ‘‘M. A.’’ a testimonial if he wanted a post as water- 
bailiff. After long and severe frost, fish have over and over again been killed 
from suffocation. A recent case occurred at Ealing, where the fish ina lake 
were all killed ia this way. On the German fish farms it is the duty of the fish 
farmer's assistant to keep air-holes in the ice always open.—ED. ]- 


SIZE_ OF EXE TROUT. 

S1r,—One more proof cf the size of trout in the Exe, and I shall trouble 
you no further on the subject. An angler, fishing last week with the-ittle iron 
blue, had, among a baskes of nine fish, three trout of the respective weights of 
3, 2, and 11b., or within a couple of ounces of those weights. They were 
taken within a mile of Tiver.on.—I am, &c., 


Tiverton, April 17. R. L. Austin, 








THE NEW FISH MARKET IN THE CHRTIY. 


WITH regard to the new market and its chance of success, we are 
pleased to hear that, despite all the sneers and bitter sarcasms ard 
prophecies of failure—in these cases doubtless the wish being 
father to the thought—its prospects have considerably brightened, 
since the appointment by the Corporation of an official salesman 2on- 
vinced all concerned that they were thoroughly in earnest. We under- 
stand that the deputation that waited upon the Mar«ets Committee 
last week were much pleased with their reception. They stated, 
among other things, that whereas they had intended opening a maiket 
of their own on Clerkenwell Green, and forming an association to 
receive fish direct from Grimsby and other places on the coast, they 
should now endeavour to arrange for occupying some of the shops in 
the new market, if they could have them at starting at a compara- 
tively nominalrent. Gentlemen from Leadenhall have also expressed 
their willingness to take shops if allowed to use them for any purpose 


they found most profitable, a condition with which the Markets Com- ~ 


mittee—if in earnest, as we have every reason to believe—would doubt- 
less find it politic to comply.—Czty Press. 








A FRIEND every man turns his back upon—His bed. 


What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously aid Skilfully Administered. 


Dear 51r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. 
GREENHALGH, 
Mr. H. S. Park. 


DeAg Sir,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Jun2, 1832, 


Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives—Yours truly, Jno, 


H. S. PAREK’3S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


St. Ann’s Place, Manchester. 


five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for Rueumatism. I had been 


suffering acutely for weeks jrom this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, FREDK. THOMPSON, auctioneer. 


H. §. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER 
MAGNEIISM. 


Dear Srr,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit fromthe use of your Magne ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, 


Mr..H.S. Park, Manchester. 


give Unqual fied Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan. 20, 1880. 
J. MAncunEsrer, 


H.S. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘f Fxcrss,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm’, Bron- 
chitss, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength. H. S. PARK, €0A, Merket Street, Manchester. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, | NOW READY. 
See 


JOHN W. MARTIN | 


(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 





THE HANDBOOK 


OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 


B RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA, 


Ne) 4 NORTE BUIEDINGE, 2OVEa> Lan mee 
having had Aisa daaselt as eeianes cealandeiot fishing in Ri V E R S A N D B R oO A D Ss iS J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 
the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any . 
snam ooo Bee a ; CHLORODYNE 
e 


A best quality Nottingham Kod, brazed and winch fitted, 
price 5s, 
A very superior Nuttingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safety 
Rings, price 6s. 
Chub, Barbel, aid Bream Keds, Roach Rods, Pike Reds, 
and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed. ‘Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and i ACKLE, 

x doz, Bottom lackles, assorted, 1 yard long, ho-ked and 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 


With a Splendidly Co 





“Float Fishing and Spinning in the Nottingham Style,” by 
the “‘ Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address tor 23, 


NORFOLK & SUFFOLK. 


By G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, 
Author of * The Swan and Her Crew.” 


and Broads, 
_ In Paper Boards, 1s. 6d. 


JARROLD and SONS, 3, Paternoster Buildings, 
London, and Norwich. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
oidinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, beaiing the words "Dr. J 
Collis B.owne’s Chlorodyne.”? ~ See decision of 
Vice-Chan ellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
July 16, 1864. Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W, C. Witkrnsoy, F.R.C.S8., Spalding :— 


“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: tbe benefit is very marked indeed,’”’ 


Map or the Rivers 


Cloth, 2s. 6d. 


And all Booksellers. 


Chemists. 





Address as above, 





Sle Manufacturer, J. T. LAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Rezsse.l Street, ¥7.C, 


Sold in hottler, rs, 14d., 2s. 9d., and 4s. 6d., by all — 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. | 


The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. Ky moving small catcbat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemen\s, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Forwarded free. 





The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and ccntaining the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Cotkscrew, Screw- 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers. 
— warianted of finest quality, Price 7s, 6d. Forwarded 
ree, 





FREDK. E, TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassocks, Sussex. (lstab, 1870.) 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS, 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSI THEIR COST! 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng aga'nst 


Accidents of all kinds. 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £250,000, 
Moprrate Premiums.. 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after fiva years. 


£1,840,000. 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Giand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 





RexAs AQUARIUM. — This Day.—- 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’ciock, p.m, 





eee AQUARIUM.—Electric Ex- 
hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 
run of the Electrical E hibition, the Charge for Admission to 
the Royal Aquarium will be 1 WO SHILLINGS after Six 
o’clock p.m. 





YOYAL AQUARIUM—This Day.— 
Farini’s BRONCHO- HORSES, wild horses of the 
prairie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr, 
Bob White. These, the most extraordinary performing 
horses in the world, are engaged at enormous expense, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10.30. 





: 
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SALMON AND TROUT FISHING IN _ IRELAND. 


By R. B. Marsron. 





(Continued from page 171.) 


A chi salmon anglers, I imagine, are not acquainted with the 

name of Pat Hearns, of Ballina, and not a few are there 
who knew him in the flesh. It is only afew months since Mr. 
Francis Francis gave avery kindly notice of his death in the /e/d. 
Probably he was one of the best anglers for salmon who ever 
held a rod, and the measured and well-authenticated wonderful 
long casts he could make have never been beaten, Mr. Francis 
says Pat could throw a fly a greater distance than anyone he ever 
knew. Pat has left three sons—Frank (the eldest), Mike, and 
Jim (the youngest of the three). They are all three good 
anglers—thoroughly well acquainted with the rivers and loughs 
in their district. - Frank and Jim can make a splendid salmon fly; 
Mike can turn outa first-rate rod, and is also one of the best shots 
at game in the county. I tried to persuade Frank to send a case 
of flies to the Exhibition, but he did not seem to see his way to 
do so; with Jim I was more successful, and I am glad to say he 
has sent over a small case containing specimens of his make of 
salmon and Jake trout flies—better I have never seen. Salmon 
and trout anglers should make a point of seeing Jim’s modest 
little case if they want thoroughly-strong and beautifully-made 
flies for English, Scotch, or Irish rivers at about half the price 
usually charged by fly-makers ; they will be able to get them from 
either Jim or Frank.* : 

As I said in my last, Frank was waiting to see me at the Moy 
Hotel. We had along chat about angling matters. The river 
was not in order for fly, so we decided to try the lake below 
Pontoon Bridge next day. ‘If a spring salmon is to be got 
anywhere, it is there; but you are two months too early for the 
best fishing.” I explained that it was a case of then, or not at 
all, with me, and that I had come as much to see the place as 
with hope of sport. 

Next morning found us early on our way to Pontoon Bridge, a 
lrive of some seven or eight miles A hard frost the night before, 
half a gale from the north-east, and a bright sun, were not en- 
couraging for an angler’s prospect, and had I known that this was 
the kind of weather, only worse, we were to be favoured with 
duriug our three weeks’ stay at Ballina, I should have left it there 
and then ; but who would have supposed, after such a mild Feb- 
tuary, we should have so bitter a March? In summer, the drive 
‘rom Ballina to Pontoon must be alovely one: on our left, the 
long ridge of the Ox mountains stretches away to Foxford, and 
‘the serpentine Moy shows itself here and there, gleaming in.the 
sunlight ; in front and to our right, Mount Nephin (now snow- 
capped), rises over 3,000 feet, with its sister mountains forming a 
most picturesque group; here and there, between them, can be 
seen the Connemara mountains in the far distance. The road we 
ire following, as indeed are most of the roads in this country, is 
nade over the bog which stretches away on each side until inter- 
septed by a low hill orridge. It must be a hard country to farm 
-his, for bog, rock and stony ground are its chief constituents. 
Here and there a stretch of better land is met with, 
yenerally in the neighbourhood of some gentleman’s “domain,” 
ais residence, with its protecting plantations and wood, 
orming an agreeable variation in the somewhat desolate- 
ooking landscape. Ages ago, this country must have been 
1 perfect paradise, covered as it was with majestic oaks, 
irs, and other forest trees, of which now all that is to 
|9€ seen are their semi-fossilized remains imbedded ih the peat 
vhich, like a dark-brown or black sea, seems to-have engulfed 




























_™ Since writing the above, I have received from Frank Hearns three of his 
lies—‘* Thunder and Lightning,” small size, for the river or lake ; a medium- 
sized ‘* Goshawk,’’ for the river ; and ditto “Sweep,” for the lake at Pontoon. 
Chey are first-rate specimens of fly-making and are all most deadly flies—will 
sertainly kill salmon in any water where they take the fly. Especially neat is 
-he way the Mallard wing is put on, so that only the dark side of the feather is 
seen on either side of the fly, with pheasant topping setting like a gold frame 
| oit. The finish at the head is very neat and durable—indeed, it is done in a 
| way I have not seen in flies of other makers. And Frank says, ‘‘I claim to be 
| he first man that ever finished up at the head with gut instead of silk; flies 

nade thus last much longer and are quite as neat. The shank of the hook does 
aot cut the gut with the constant throwing as it does silk.’’ I gave some of 
*rank’s flies pretty hard work, and they were none the worse for it, 
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everything. On the shores of the lakes, in the ditches which 
have been cut to drain the land, everywhere where the peat has 
been cut away, the stumps and roots of this ancient forest are 
visible. Knick-knacks made of bog oak, inkstands, crosses, 
necklets, watch chains, &c., are much in demand by tourist 
visitors. 

But here we are at Pontoon, and our boatmen, whom we had 
signalled to on their island home above, are waiting for us. 
Pontoon, said to be a corruption of ‘‘ Pont Un,” is the name of 
a stone bridge over the stream which connects Loughs Conn 
and Cullen. It is a noted place for a salmon, as they have all to 
pass through here on their way to the spawning grounds in the 
tributaries of Lough Conn. And, indeed, it isa grand cast—the 
water comes rushing in a strong volume through the arch, and 
swells out into Lough Cullen in a boiling, swirling stream con- 
fined on the far-side by a precipitous, rocky bank, ending in a 
projecting point which turns the current out towards the other 
side of the lake, where its course may be traced for a hundred 
yards or more, divided here and there by great rocks. Frank 
told me that when the tributaries of Lough Cullen are filled by 
rain which has not affected those of Lough Conn, the position of 
the levels of the lakes is reversed, and fora time Lough Cullen 
flows into Lough Coun. Immediately below the bridge on the 
left side is a quiet, deep pool, the haunt of immense pike. Some- 
of over 30 lb. weight have been killed there recently, for, for- 
tunately, there is no fence time for these sharks in this district, 
and it is pleasant to know they are decreasing in this splendid 
salmon and trout water. 

The wind was freshening to half a gale as we gotour rods ready, 
and by the time we began fishing it was so strong there was no 
casting against it. Commencing directly below the bridge, 
Frank in the bow and I in the stern, we fished down carefully 
while our two boatmen kept the boat from dropping down too 
rapidly. Hundreds of times were the flies sent out down and 
across the stream, and worked round with gentle jerks or ‘‘ draws,” 
covering at every cast places which have seen, and wil! again 
see, many a fight with the king of fish; but no salmon answered 
our persistent invitations. I rose, pricked, and missed a fine 
trout, and Frank had an unexpected “ boil,’ which raised our 
hopes fora time; but the hard frost of the night before and the 
bitter gale kept the fish down. After two hard hours’ work, with 
hands, noses, and ears blue with. cold, we decided to row round 
to the hotel, on the right bank below, and lunch. The hotel, or 
rather the house which was once an hotel, is a substantial stone 
building situate at the end of a well-sheltered bay. It is 


now used as a ‘fishing and shooting lodge by some English 


gentlemen, members of the publishing firm of Virtue and Co., if 
Iam not mistaken. ‘The keeper, a Scotchman, and his wife are 
most hospitable people, and soon made us all comfortable by 
big peat fires, and preparing. the lunch we had brought with us. 
Aiter lunch my wife and I strolled round the bay, and I tried 
spinning an American spoon—one of Skinner’s far-famed fluted 
spoons—but not a touch could I get. Then, with injunctions to 
the wife to keep indoors from the cold, and meet us at five at 
the bridge, Frank and I took to the boat again to row round to 
Pontoon. It was easy work until we got beyond the shelter of the 
bay, and then we felt the full force of the sleet-laden gale right in 
our teeth. There was a perfect sea on: the spray dashed over us 
every time the heavy boat dipped into the waves. I quite thought 
our boatmen would have been unable to keep her off the rocks; 
it took them an hour to doaten minutes’ row, but they stuck to 
it well, and about four o’clock we were again thrashing the stream 
we had commenced on. Finding the fly useless, Frank put ona 
phantom. We were just abreast of the point, when he said, ‘I 
should dearly like to see that line fly off the reel.” he had not 
finished speaking when it did fly off, toa merry tune. Ina series 
of strong rushes fifty or sixty yards were gone like a dream. 
Sleet and icy wind, cold and disappointment were all forgotten 
in the excitement of the moment. Should we get a fish after all ° 
Was ita slat or aspringer? The powerful rod bent double. 
The calm satisfaction on Frank’s face, the ready gaff, and the 
fainter struggles of the fish all pointed to a satisfactory conclu- 
sion. A few more wild rushes, necessitating the release of the 
winch line each time, a steady strain as the line is wound up, and 
there lies, after a gallant fight, a neat ten-pounder, fresh from the 
sea. The gaff does its work, and, hurrah! we have not quite 
drawn a blank in spite of the bleak day. _ The rolling of wheels 
in the distance announces our carriage, and in answer to the 
expectant, “Well, have you caught anything ?” the silvery spoil 
is held up to view. ‘‘ What a beauty! Who caught it ?”’ The 
rest of that conversation was finished when we got home, and 
because I did not catch it, I did catch it—in a very gentle way. 
There was about half-a-pint of whiskey left, and as they looked 
very blue, and had worked so well, I said to the boatmen, “I will 
leave this here for you; but just help us with our traps to the 
carriage.” ‘Thank yer honour! , God bless ye and yer good 
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lady, and better luck next time. Sure it’s been no day for fishing 
at all.” When we were “all aboard” some fifty yards down the 
road, and had started on our way home, my wife said to me, 
“Look! What ave they running so for ?” and I’ shall not soon 
forget the ludicrous appearance of those two men. I would not 
have believed had I not seen it, that their stiff leg-joints could 
have carried them over the ground as they did. It was a race for 
the ‘whiskey ” bottle, and our last view of those ancient Celts 
presented the fortunate winner of the race taking an astronomical 
observation through the medium of a black giass bottle, with his 
less agile comrade jealously watching the, 1or him, highly 
dangerous position of the spirit-level. 


(To be continued.) 








PRIZES FOR THE FORTHCOMING “FISHING 
GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 
R. J. W. MARTIN, the “Trent Otter,”? writes :—“ I 


intend to be at your next Tournament in June, and 
I will give one of my best chub rods, with reel and line com- 
plete, value 14s., as a prize in any class you like, though I should 
prefer a Thames style competition.” 
We had a visit from Mr. Reuben Wood the other day, and he 
has very kindly promised to be present at the Tournament, and 
cast with the celebrated American split-cane rods. 








A TESTIMONIAL TO REUBEN WOOD. 


‘“* BEFORE Mr. Wood sailed for the London Fisheries Exhibition, he 
called at the office of Horest and Stream. In the course of con- 
versation, we (Editor forest and Stream) noticed a portion of a gold 
badge peeping from under the lappel of his coat, and inquiring about 
it, Reuven, with his characteristic modesty, replied, ‘ It’s only a little 
badge the boys gave me before leaving Syracuse.’ We found ita 
large and elegant one. From a scroll there are two bars dependent, 
to which a bundle of fishing rods is hung; a miniature reel is placed 
in the centre, a twining fishline hangs below, which is crossed by 
other rods. A Jarge gold medal is enclosed by these, cn which the 
portly figure of Uncle Reuben is engraved in the act of wading 
a stream. The likeness is good» and by the angle at which his 
ever-present cigar is tilted, we see that he has just struck a four- 
pounder. 

‘* From the Syracuse Szzday Times we learn that the presentation 
was made in the presence of about thirty friends, and was accom- 
panied by the following remarks by Mr. Damon Coats :— 

““Mr. Wood, I have been requested by the members of the Onon- 
daga Fishivg Club and others of your friends in Syracuse to saya 
few parting words before you leave us to attend the International 
Fisheries Exhibition. We wish to express to you our appreciation of 
your valuable services to the club, our admiration cf your wonderful 
ski!l as an angler, and your enthusiastic love of the sport—your never- 
failing fund ot good humour, good nature, and good fellowship at all 
times, but most felt and best appreciated by yorr associates while in 
camp and following the trout stream—our personal regard, which has 
grown stronger day by day through a long series of fondly remem- 
bered years—our gratification at your appointment on the duties of 
which you are about to enter, and our congratulations to you, and no 
less to those who have so kindly and so wisely selected you for a posi- 
tion for which you are so peculiarly and admirably fitted. 

‘They have selected me to address you for no especial reason, I 
presume, except that I have known you long and intimately, and have, 
if possible, of all your friends, the strongest attachment for you. I 
have witnessed a great many wonderful displays of your skill, both in 
the tournament and upon the stream. I have seen you take trout 
where there was ‘no fishing ’~-at least, it was so placarded ona board 
nailed up hard by. I have seen you lure and land two-pounders from 
pools where I had supposed only the smallest fry could find room to 
lurk. I saw you take seven trout, weighing ten pounds, from a pond 
where you mistakenly supposed you had permission to angle, with 
such celerity that the wrathy proprietor discovered the capture of the 
last and smallest one only. Oh! how handsomely you did apologise 
for taking that one—forgetting all about the six other victims of your 
skill then swaying in your capacious pockets. I saw you at the inlet 
of Ox-bow Lake—from one position, and without a single miss—sit in 
the bow of a boat and take thirty-six beauties in less than a hundred 
minute-—each victim leaping to your fly at sixty feet cast and reeled 
in through fifty feet of lily pads. I do here and now publicly forgive 
you for the torture you then inflicted on me—compelled, as I was, to 
crouch in the stern of that boat for a mortal hour anda half, while 
you serenely smoked and angled. 

“But I may not dwell on these incidents of your piscatory life. I 
must pass to the business of this meeting. Your friends are jealous 
of the honour of claiming you as one of us. Our attachment for you 
is very sincere. We wis you, sir, a prosperous voyage, a delightful 
sojourn abroad a faithful, successful, and agreeable accomplishment 
of your share of the objects of the mission, and a safe return to us 
and to your home, And we hope you may, while in Her Majesty’s 
dominions, haye an opportunity to give an exhibition of your skill in 


s 
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fly-casting by killing a few of the trout and salmon in those foreign 
streams—using, perchance, some of the tackle which your skill has 
won as prizes in tournaments in your native land. 

« And now, ‘ Reub Wood,’ I have to say to you, in behalf of these 
your Syracuse friends, that they claim a property in you. We spare 
you for a time to ‘ Uncle Sam’ for this occasion, but we claim to have 
you back again. And we mean there shall be no mistake about it, 
We mean to secure your return to us as fa. as in our power, beyond 
al mistakes and against all hazards. And so we are going to put 
our mark on you for more certain identification, should you at any 


time unfortunately get lost in the mazes of London, bewildered in its — 


fogs, mingled with the smoke-clouds of your own inevitable, ever- 
lasting cigar. 

“Please, then, except and wear this badge, ‘ Reub,’ presented to 
you asa slight token of our great esteem and love. We mean by the 
gift todo you honour. We know you will do honour to the gift,” 


[Mr. Reuben Wood’s name will be well known to our readers from 
the accounts we have given in which he has so prominently figured, 
and we have great pleasure in in*roducing bim again with these most 
lind and sincere words sent along with him by his townspeople. We 
supplement them by the following letter from Mr. Fred, Mather, 
Fishing Editor of Yoresf and Streanz :—~ ; 


* Office of ‘ For. st and Stream,’ 
** New York, April 4, 1883. 
*©R, B. Marston, Esq. 

“‘J)zar Sin,—Permit me to introduce to you Mr, Reuben Word, who goes to 
England in charge of the light fishing-tackle exhibit of America, Mr. Wood is an 
accomplished fly caster, and has carried off many first prizes. He wants to try the trout, 
and perhaps the salmon, of England and Scotland; and any favours you may show him 
will be duly appreciated by both himself and 

**Yours very truly, 
«Freep. Matuer. 


We have had a long, pleasant angling chat with Mr. Wood, and hope ~ 


before long to pilot him to one of our best trout streams. He has 
very kindly promised to be present at the Third FISHING GAZETTE 
Tournament in aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and show the 
American split-cane rod as used by American anglers,—ED. F. G.] 





ILLEGAL FISHING AT SHREWSBURY. 


AT the Shrewsbury Borough Police Court, on Saturday, before H. 
Sandford and T. Groves, Esqrs., Wm. Henry Bronghall, solicitor, 


Abbey Foregate, and Frederick Littlehales, Thomas Wil'iams, Job © 


Peplow, and Henry Griffiths, fishermen, all of Shrewsbury, were 


summoned for having, on Tuesday, the 3rdinst., unlawfully fished for ! 


or attempted to catch freshwater fish in the river Severn during close 
time, viz., from the 15th March to the I5th June, contrary to the 
Freshwater Fisheries Act of 1878. 
appeared for the three last named defendants, and the case of 
Broughall and Littlehales, which was really a separate charge, was 
taken first. 

Mr. Broughall asked whether the Board of Conservators had 
authorised this prosecution. 


Mr. Sandford said he presumed that anyone was competent to lay 


an information and give evidence upon it. If Mr. Broughall could 
show him to the contrary well and good. 

Mr. Broughall submitted that under the Fresh Water Fisheries Act 
trout were exempted, and said he was engaged, assisted by Little- 
hales, in fishing for trout, of which he caught two. The only 
unseasonable fish he caught was a dace, and that he returned to the 
witer. By the 15th June, when other fish were coming into seaso., 
trout would be out of season. 

Mr. Sandford observed that it seemed perfectly absurd for the 
defendants to say they were fishing with a net like that in question for 
trout only. It appeared to him that everything was fish which came 
to their net (laughter). He could not believe that they were only 
fishing for trout. 

After considerable further argument, 

The Magistrates retired to consider their decision. On returning 
to Court, Mr. Sandford said he was happy to say the Magistrates had 


been able to arrive at a unanimous decision in the case, and the 
Clerk had called their attention to a case which was ultimately referred 


to the Queen's Bench, and their decision was in his opinion on all 
fours in this case. It was a case where a question was raised 
whether, in fishing for eels, any licence was required, 
licence was required; but a person laid nightlines with the intention 
of catching eels and caught a trout. It was held by the Queen’s 
Bench that that person was liable, and the mere fact that he was 
attempting to take eels did not preclude him from a penalty for 
catching trout without a licence. After ridiculing the pretence that 


the defendants were only fishing for trout, Mr. Sandford added that 


the words of the Act were clear, but this was a case in which the 
Magistrates did not desire to do more than hold up the lawas not 
allowing such proceedings. They were satisfied that the defendants 
came within the Act in catching fish at atime when they had no 
Sapape to do so, but they should only inflict a fine of Is., and costs 
6s. 6d. ar. 

Mr. Broughall asked why trout then were excluded from the Act. 

The Clerk pointed out that they were specially provided for in Mr. 
Sr orl Act, and it was not necessary they should be in the Act 
of 1878. 

Mr. Broughall then intimated his intention of appealing against 
the decision ; but, after some hesitation, he decided to accept it, and 
a summons against himself and Littlehales for having, on the 3rd 
inst., ‘‘ unlawfully dragged, thrown, laid, or otherwise a net in a 
certain ford, stream, or shallow of the Severn’? was withdrawn, 


Mr. Carrane, of Wellington, | 


In fact, no — 
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The case against William Peplow and Griffiths was then proceeded 

vith, and Mr. Carrane renewed his objection in the last case. 
- The bailiff, Morris, was called, and he stated that at about 9.45 
a.m. on the 3rd inst. he saw the defendants in coracles fishing in the 
iver at the head of Uffington ford. He called them ashore, and 
>xamining them found upon them four or five pike. He told them he 
should report the fact, and then proceeded down the river. In 
eplow’s coracle was a salmon net. The net used on the ford wasa 
53 inch one. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Carrane: Witness said he was quite sure 
4 5} inch net was being dragged on the ford by Peplow and Griffiths. 
‘He was forty or fifty yards off when he first saw them, being crouched 
‘down behind some withy bushes, and there was a slight bend in the 
tiver between them. He was sure he could see them plainly and 
| distinguish one net from the other. He and Mr. J. H. Edwards (the 
clerk) had cautioned defendants before. He did not call it an offence 
to catch pike if they were caught properly, but pike were fresh water 
‘fish. The witness then said he served Littlehales with a notice 
produced, which Mr. Carrane read, 

In reply to further questions, the witness went on to say he did not 
interfere with men for taking pike if they were caught properly. Pike 
| were found near the fords. Before he became a water-bailiff he wasa 
_gamekeeper and a shopkeeper (laughter). Pressed he admitted hav- 
ing been before the magistrates for offences similar to those now 
charged, about twenty-five years ago. 

Mr. Carrane: You are a reformed character now, I suppose ? 

_ In reply to the Clerk, the witness said he believed the pike were in 
-Griffith’s coracle. : 
Mr. Carrane, for the defence, then submitted that on the evidence 
the defendants were not guilty of this charge. If the notice produced 
was good the Conservators had authorized the taking of pike, and 
the men had caught nothing but what they were allowed by law, 
- When they came to the ford they drew both nets together in the 
coracle. Mr. Carrane then severely criticised the evidence of the 
' bailiff, pointing out the improbability of some of his statements, and 
contending that he was unreliable and uncorroborated. 
Mr. Sandford, in giving the decision of the Bench, said the7 were 
perfectly satisfied with the evidence of Morris, but this case was rather 
‘ different from the last. It was clear that Williams hada salmon 





licence, and had he only been on the river for the purpose of catching 





salmon with a salmon net, no question would have arisen; the only 


| suspicious thing was that they had with them the 5} inch net they were 


using. He could not conceive anyone could fish with such a, net 


- without being liable to catch any fish, but there was no evidence that 
- d fendants caught any other than pike, 
take on the authority of 
- trates were satisfied. 


which they were entitled to 
the notice produced, with which the magis- 
They thought there was a certain amount of 
- doubt in the case, of which they were very glad to give the defendants 
, the bencfit, and dismiss the case; but he thought it should be clearly 
_ understood that if any parties actually fished with a 5) inch net in the 
Severn from the 15th March to the 15th of June, they were liable 
within the terms of the statute. If these parties fished again in this 
way the magistrates would not be disposed to raise the same pre- 
sumption in their favour that they did now. 
A summons against defendants similar to that withdrawn against 
Broughall and Littlehales was adjourned for a month, 


— meal 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 





By. L. B. 


READINGS IN ANGLING SocIETIES (N. W. DIsTRICT ALLIANCE).— 
The next paper of the above series will be read by Mr. H. Rose— 
subject, ‘‘ A Few Observations on Fishes ’’—at the Stanley Anglers 
club-house, Lord Stanley, Camden Park Road, N.W., on Monday 
evening, April 30th, chair taken at nine o’clock sharp. Host Jervis 
has arranged to place the large room at the disposal of the society for 
this occasion, taking down the billiard-table the betier to accommo- 
date visitors, and a good muster of anglers is confidently anticipated. 
Bus, cars, and rail within two or three minutes’ walk of club-house, 
and all anglers made heartily welcome. 

The third annual dinner of the Cobden Angling Society took place 
at the Cobden Club and Inétitute, Kensal Road, W., on Friday 
evening, April 13th, about forty members and friends sitting down to 
enjoy the good things set before them as anglers so well know how. 
Mr. Stanton occupied the chair, Mr. Wilkinson ably supporting him 
in the vice. After the removal of the cloth, and the usual loyal toasts 
had been duly honoured, the chairman called upon the secretary, Mr. 
C. Reeves, to read the annual report. I cannot give that important 
document in detail, but there were many pleasaut facts revealed to 
the attentively listening members. For instance, it is highly satis- 
factory to know that the club has increased in numbers during the 
present year from nine to thirty-six, that over forty club and private 
prizes have been offered for competition, that a grant has been made 
from the society’s funds to the Thames Angling Preservation Society, 
and that, after defraying all other expenses, there isa balance of 
£9 16s. 6d. to commence the new angling season® with. After the 
reading of the report, which was greeted with a round of cheers and 
unanimously passed, several valuable prizes were promised for com- 
petition during the coming season. Mr. Dix then proposed ‘The 
Cobden Club” (that is the Social Club within which the angling 
society is formed), tracing its rise from its humble origin till the 
Taare time, when it ranks among the first of the kind in the kingdom. 

r, Andover, in a capital and most amusing speech, responded, and 
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at the same time proposed the ‘‘Cobden Angling Society,” whose 
anniversary they were that evening celebrating, the compliment being 
suitably acknowledged by Messrs. Salmon and Reeves. 

To the toast of the ‘“‘ West Central Association of London and Pro- 
vincial Angling Societies,” proposed by the chairman, Mr. L. 
Bonvoisin responded in a speech of some length, laying particular 
stress upon the claims of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society to the 
support of all true disciples of honest Izaac Walton. Among the 
other toasts were ‘‘ The Visitors,’ by Mr. Harbutt, Messrs. Hookem 
and Barnett making suitable replies. The musical entertainment 
was exceptionally good, including songs fom Mr. Handwell, ‘‘ Good- 
bye Sweetheart,” a solo on the concertina vy Master Hunt Long, 
‘“Midshipmite” by Mr. Crane, a song and dance by Mr. Hall, two 
most exquisitely-rendered songs, ‘“‘ My Love who Loved but me,’’ and 
“ Make Mea Child Again,” from Master Martin, of the Mohawk 
Minstrels; song, Mr. Watts, ‘‘A Father’s Love”; a most laughable 
entertainment by Mr. Thos. Jeffs, the musical elown; song by Mr. 
Harding, ‘‘ Stay with Me, Johnny ” ; bone solo by Mr. Blamey, &c. I 
must not forget the presentation of the handsome volume to the 
library of the Cobden Club and Institute by the Cobden Angling 
Society, in recognition of that body having so kindly placed their 
handsome large hall at the Angling Club’s disposal upon this the 
occasion of their annual dinner; nor to mention the three gentlemen 
whose names, I regret to say, I neglected to ascertain, who, by the 
accompanying the various singers upon the piano, violin, and flute, 
respectively contributed not a little to the success of the evening. 
The usual vote of thanks to the chair brought the celebration of this 
successful anniversary toa close. 


The following occurs in the Dazly Telegraph of April 18:— 


‘* SHREWSBURY. 

«<A number of men are at present employed at the county prison 
here, excavating for the purpose of laying the foundation of a new 
wing to that establishment. They had come to a depth of about 
10 feet when a live toad was found embedded in the clay. When first 
found the creature was ofa similar colour to the soil around it, but, 
after a while, it assumed its natural colours, The mouth is either 
entirely wanting, or-else is completely closed up, but in every other 
respect the reptile is perfectly formed, and seems quite lively.” 

I don't know thatit has much to do with fish or fishing, though it 
puts one somewhat in mind of what tench are said to do in the way 
of burying themselves for years in almost solid mud, 

The annual meeting of the West Central Asssociation of London 
and Provincial Angling Societies took place at the Portman Arms, 
Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening, April 20, Mr. 
P. Geen, the president of the society, occupying the chair, faced in 
the vice by Mr. Beckett. After the reading and conficming of the 
minutes of last meeting, the election of officers for the coming year 
was at once proceeded with, the following gentlemen being elected: 
—Chairman, Mr. L. Bonvoisin; vice-chair, Mr. Beckett ; hon. sec. 
Mr. T. Hoole; committee, Messrs. Murphy, Field, Castell, Thorling, 
Page, Ghurney, Welch, Starr, Marshall, Jennings, Green, and 
Hotham ; to the committee of the Anglers’ Benevolent, Messrs. Field, 
Murphy, Brown, Walker, Becket, and Marshall; to the 
United London Anglers’ Central Committee, the same five gentlemen 
who served last year re-elected ez bloc; trustees, Messrs. Field, 
Crumplen, and Townsend ; auditor to Anglers’ Benevolent Society, 
Mr, West; auditors to West Central Association of London and Pro- 
vincial Angling Societies, Messrs. Copeland and Adeane; tyler, Mr. 
Osman. 

During the evening two new societies were enroiled, viz., the Ealing 
Dean and the Kingsland Brothers. A letter was also read from the 
secretary of the North-Western District Alliance, being the society 
formed for the carrying out of the readings in certain angliag clubs 
in the north-west district, to the effect that the committee earnestly 
recommend to the consideration of the various delegates the question 
of the “‘ better organisation of the London anglers,” enclosing a copy 
of resolutions passed at the Waltonian and Good Intent Angling 
Clubs, where Mr. P. Geen read his capital paper on the subject (see 
FISHING GAZETTE, March 30), and expressing a hope that the three 
committees would, after due consideration, take united action in 
bringing about so desirable a result. 

Mt. Hoole was instructed to write to the hon. secretary, Mr. L. 
Bonvoisin, acknowledging receipt of letter and copy of resolutions, 
and stating that the West Central thoroughly approve of the scheme, 
and was quite prepared to use its best endeavours to carry it into 
effect. 

The yearage for the privilege ticket was fixed at 1s. (the colour 
salmon, as chosen by the committee). To prevent any mistake, how- 
ever, it may be as well to state that no privilege ticket will be issued 
withoutthe Fisheries Society’s charge be paid in addition, and that a 
resolution was recorded to that effect. It was further resolved ‘‘ that 
a suggestion be made to the Fisheries Society that the West Central 
Association privilege card be accepted as a pass to all waters rented 
by that society,” thus obviating the necessity of issuing a second 
ticket. 

A special vote of thanks was passed to all the officers for their 
services during the past year, and duly acknowledged, and the roll 
called by Mr. T. Hoole. The following societies were repre- 
sented :—-Amicable Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, Acton and Ealing, 
Acorn, Bostonian, Battersea Friendly, Bloomsbury Brothers, 
City of London, Clapham Junction, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, 
Crescent, Crown Piscatorials, Duke of Norfolk, Duke of 
Cornwall, De Beauvoir, Ealing Dean, Excelsior, Golden Barbel, Good 
Intent, Grange, Globe, Gresham, Hammersmith United, Junior 
Piscatorial, Kenningtonian, Knights of Knightsbridge, London and 
South-Western Railway, Marylebone, Norfolk, North-Western, Prince 


AVOR |: 





of Wales, Portsmouth Waltonians, Peckham Brothers, Princess of 
Wales, Queen’s, Rodney, St. John’s, Savoy Brothers, South London, 
Stanley, Surrey Piscatorials, South-Eastern, The Piscatorial, United 
Brothers, Waltonians, Walworth Waltonians, Westbourne Park, and, 
representing the United London Anglers’ Central Association, Messrs. 
Ghurney and Chambers. . ; 

A cordial and unanimous vote of thanks to the president and vice- 
chairman brought a most successful annual meeting toa close. 








DINNER OF THE WELLINGTON ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 
NOTTINGHAM. 

ON Thursday, April 19, the half-yearly dinner of this most flourishing 
association was held at Mr. S. Bestow's, the Wellington Hotel, 
Station Street, Nottingham, under the presidency of Mr. Warsop, the 
president. The vice-chair was ably filled by Mr. Hopkins. The 
worthy host catered for his numerous guests in his usual efficient 
manner. Following the conventional toasts, the chairman, in a 
thoroughly characteristic speech, gave ‘‘ The Mayor and Corporation 
of Nottingham,” coupling with the toast the name of Mr. Councillor 
Cleaver, who responded, speaking generally of the efficient work done 
by the Corporation for the benefit of the community at large. The 
speaker made special reference to the great ability of the Mayor and 
Sheriff in the administration of local affairs, and regretted the absence 
of the latter, who had intimated that he would be present. Mr. H. 
Coxon proposed ‘‘The Honorary President” (Sir Henry Bromley). 
Hie said that a better sportsman than Sir Henry Bromley never 
existed; and, especially in angling, they were indebted to him for the 
kind marner in which he granted them the right of fishing in his 
waters. (Applause.) He proposed the toast with great pleasure, 
and asked them to drink it with musical honours. (Loud applause, 
amidst which the toast was received withthe customary honours.) 
Mr. J. Perry submitted ‘‘ Success to the Wellington Angling Associa- 
tion,’ and remnrked that, although he was not an ardent angler, he 
was always willing to carry a bag of fish that a friend had killed. 
Trout were nice, and were as nice for breakfast. (Hear, hear.) Mr. 
George Kirk, whose name was associated with the toast, responded, 
and regretted that he had not a trout stream at the disposal of his 
friend, Mr. Perry, who, generally, associated himself with angling 
societies. Asa proof of Mr. Perry’s generosity, he had only to refer 
to his splendid special prize as won by Mr. West. The Winter Club 
prizes were distributed. The chief prizes in connection with the 
Winter Society were won by Mr. Wild, Mc. Toone, Mr. Cass, Mr. C. 
Jackson, Mr. G. F. Kirk, Mr. J. Tomlinson, Mr. T. Essex, Mr. H. 
Coxon, Mr. Herbert- Taylor, Mr. Geary, Mr. T. Sylvester, Mr. C. 
Whitehall, Mr. E. West, Mr. S. Sills, Mr. H. Cooper, Mr. H. Davis, 
Mr. S. Hopkins, Mr. H. Barton, Mr. C. Fletcher, Mr.,W. R. Hope, 
Mr. George Bates, and Mr. Middleton. 

The quantity and weight of the fish weighed in was not up to the 
average owing to the adverse season. We hope something better is 
in store. ‘Twenty-four special prizes were promised for the summer 
season, and Mr. Councillor Cleaver promised a silver challenge cup 
for the heaviest barbel won twice by the same member during a 
period of five years, each winner to have his name engraved on it. 

Other toasts followed: ‘‘The Donors of Specia! Prizes,’”’ by H. Davis; 
‘‘ The President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Committee,” by Mr. 
Adams; ‘‘ The Press,” by Mr. S. Sills; and ‘*‘ The Visitors,” by the 
vice-chairman. 

The chairman received several apologies from different gentlemen 
for their non-attendance, including one trom Mr. R. B. Marston. 

Mr. A. E. Warsop presided at the pianoforte, and the following 
gentlemen added by their vocal vabilities to the enjoyment of the 
evening :—‘‘ Messrs. T. Essex, J. Adams, T. Selby, C. Whitehall, E. 
Pickerill, Dr. Inger, C, Pillath, J. Holland, G, Essex, and G. Cass. 

The health of the host and hostess brought a very enjoyable evening 
to a close. 





CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 


THE fifth anniversary of the above society took place on Wednesday 
evening, April 18th, at Host Chandler’s, the Rent Day, Cambridge 
Street, Edgware Road. Mr. Hart presided, and Mr. E. Allen occupied 
the vice-chair. The following list of prizes were awarded during the 
evening :— 

Mr. Patterson’s prize, 10s, 6d., for gross weight of fish taken first 
four Sundays or Wednesdays, won by Mr. Colson with 26 lb. 5 oz. 

Mr. Dobell’s prize, 10s. 6d., for gross weight of fish taken during 
August, only those members to compete who were not fortunate to 
take a private prize last season (Thames), won by Mr. Carvill with 
13 lb. Io oz. 

Mr. Crook’s prize, 10s. 6d., for gross weight roach, taken months 
of August and September, Wednesday or Sunday, won by Mr. Jeffries 
with 22 lb. 5302. : 

Mr. T. Price’s prize, ros. 6d., for gross weight roach, taken during 
month October, fish of }1b. each only to weigh, won by Mr. Love- 
grove (four fish) with 2lb, 11 oz. 

Mr. Sutch’s prize, 10s. 6d., for largest carp taken during the season, 
won by Mr. Welch with 83 1b. ' 

Mr, Jeffties’s prize, 10s, 6d., for largest perch, 1}1b. or. over, 
ee during the season (Sundays), won by. Mr. Cornell with 
1 1b. 13302. 


Mr. Warsop’s prize, Ios. 6d., for largest barbel, 3b, or over, won 
by Mr, Edwards with 4 lb, 112 0z, 3 fr ; 
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Mr. Warsop’s prize, 10s. 6d., for largest tench, won by Mr. Jeffries 
with 3 1b. 6402. 

Mr. Chandler’s prize, ros. 6d., for largest dace, won by Mr. Warsop 
with 12302. 

Mr. Colson’s prize, 10s. 6d., for largest chub taken during the 
season, won by Mr. Rumsey with 2]b, 2} oz. ‘ 

Mr. Rumsey’s prize, 10s. 6d., for largest bream taken duriag the 
season, won by Mr, Colson with 5 Ib, 6} 02. , 

Mr. Buckoke’s prize, ros. 6d., for largest roach taken during the 
season, won by Mr. Carvill with 11b. 13} 02. 


Mr. Chandler’s prize, cup, for gross weight fish taken during the — 


season, won by Mr. Edwards with 89 lb. 4} oz. 

Mr. Carvill’s prize, Ios. 6d., for largest trout, won by Mr. Warsop 
with 3 1b, 23 oz. j 

Mr. Edwards’s prize, ros. 6d., for largest pike, won by Mr. Love- 
grove, with 8 Ib. 

Mr. H. Price’s prize, 10s. 6d., for largest perch, won by Mr. Towns- 
hend with 2 1b. 

Club Prizes.—Gross weight, Mr. Edwards, 25s., 89 lb. 430z.; ditto, 
Mr. Jeffries, 20s., 75 lb. 3% oz. i 

Specimens.—Bream, Mr. Calson, 51b. 6$0z.; trout, Mr. Warsop, 
3lb. 2.0z.; pike, Mr. Lovegrove, 8}lb.; carp, Mr. Welch,* 8} 1b. ; 
roach, Mr. Carvill, 1 1b. 13}0z.; perch, Mr. Townshend, 2 1b. Twenty- 
two sample fish taken. 


_The visitors present included Messrs. Bonvoisin and T. Hoole, of 


the West Central Association of London Anglers. The latter gentle- 
man delivered a lengthy and eloquent speech anent matters pisca- 
torial, and was repeatedly cheered. Toasts and songs followed, and 
a very pleasant evening was spent. - 





THE LAW AS REGARDS POLLUTION OF RIVERS. 


POLLUTION of rivers can be provided against :— 

(1) Under the Salmon Act, 186. But this must be in a salmon 
river, and to get aconviction it must be proved that fish are actually 
killed. Provided these two things can be proved, it is the best remedy 
we have, as it issharp, cheap, and the penalties heavy. 

(2) Under the River Pollution Act, 1871. 
goesthis Act is fairly satisfactory, but it is useless as to liquid poilution ; 
its great defects are that a month’s notice is required before proceed- 
ings can be taken, during which the pollution continues. The Act 


does not apply if the best practicable and available means are 


used for averting the pollution. And, lastly, only the sanitary 
authority—the body which usually causes the pollution—can take pro 
ceedings under it. 

(3) An injunction of the High Court. This is by faz the most 
effectual remedy, but its great cost—some £200 at least—prevents its 
being usually resorted to. 

What is wanted is some summary, cheap, and effective method 
that any one can enforce at once. 





INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—Arrangements have 
been made for the attendance at the opening ceremony on the r2th of 
May of parties offisher-girls in their national costumes from France, 
Belgium, and Holland. The fishing ports of Boulogne and Dieppe 
will supply the French contingent, the port of Ostende that for 
Belgium, and the villages of Scheveuingen (near the Hague) and the 
estuary of the Zuyderzee that for Holland. The various contingents 
will also appear in the Exhibition on Whit Monday in company with 
those from England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland, the Channel Islands, 
&c. 

WHEN selecting a pen always try to get the write kind. 


He came home late the other night, and his wife woke up and 


found him with a burning match trying to light the cold-water tap over 
the marble basin in his dressing room. ‘‘ James,” she said, ‘‘ that 
is not the gas-burner.” ‘‘I know it now, my love,” he replied, un- 
steadily; ‘“‘fact is, I’ve been overworked, and that’s the reason I 
made the mistake.” ‘‘ Yes; you look as if you’d been lifting a good 
deal,” she quietly answered, as she returned to her pillow.— Yors- 
shire Busy Bee, 

‘(HE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AN A 1 ANGLER.— 
‘¢No matter what the judgment of the future may be upon the ad- 
ministration of President Arthur, his fame as an angler is established 
for ail time on the strength of that 50 lb. salmon. 
Florida seeking his favourite recreation, and we hope he will have 
the success with the black bass that he has had with the salmon, and 
capture the biggest one on record. 
interviewing Mr. Francis Endicott, the bright and genial president of 
the National Rod and Reel Association, who has fished with Presi- 
dent Arthur on many occasions, before the latter fished so deeply in 
political streams. Mr. Endicott said:—‘‘ General Arthur is a good 
salmon-fisher, and has the highest record of any man in this country, 
But it is not alone as a salmon-fisher that he excels. He casts a 
salmon fly beautifully, he casts a trout fly superbly, and he casts a 
bass bait equal to anybody. 
different styles of casting, and excellence in either depends so greatly 
upon the temperament of the angler and his practice, that it is an 
exceedingly rare thing to find a person who is capable of doing all 
three very well. It is because General Arthur does present that rare 
combination of capacities in so marked a degree that I unhesitatingly 
pronounce him not only the first magistrate, but the first angler in the 
land.”"—Lorest and Stream, 
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DOT’S TROUT.* 
BY MRS, FRED MATHER. 


O, BEAUTIFUL trout, with the crimson spot ; 
My,grasshopper waits for you; — 

I know that you're hiding below that root, 
And to reach you I’ll wet my shoe. 

I’ve borrowed a line from brother Ben, 
A hook from cousin True, = 

And I’ve hurried away from my kitten and doll, 
To pay a visit to you. 


I saw you yesterday under the boat 
With the polka dots on your side, 
Your olive-green mantle shaded with black, 
And your fins spread out so wide. 
You were real mean to go way so soon 
When I just put in my hand; 
I only wanted to smooth your back, 


+ And tell you about the land. 


We’ve got the loveliest violets here, 
Pansies and jacobins, 

-Scarlet runners all trimmed with white, 
That will exactly match your fins ; 

And just the dearest golden flies 
Some of them dusted with blue; 

So, now, little troutie, just bite my hook, 
And then I’ll show them to you. 


T’ll show you the nest that the wren has made 
In a hole in the linden tree, 

With two of the cunningest little eggs, 
And nobody knows it but me. 

I’ll show you my dolly and all of her clothes, 
My kitten and Bennie’s big dog, 

The place where the bumble bees go in the barn, 
And the moss on the old hollow log. 


Come, beautiful trout, with the pearly side, 
My grasshopper’s getting all wet; 
Bennie is calling, and I must go home, 
Or dolly will worry and fret. 
Now, come, little troutie—O no, not so hard ! 
You are pulling me into the stream ; 
And you’ve taken the grasshopper off from my hook! 
—I just think you are real mean. 








SCOTCH ANGLING NOTES. 





(From the Scofs7a72.) 


LOCHLEVEN.—The weather on April 19 was cloudy and wet, with 
a fine easterly breeze in the afternoon. 
boats engaged, with four competitors, who landed at the pier shortly 
after six o’clock, and reported a total catch of ten trout, weighing 
15 lb. 60z. The following were found to be the prize-takers :—(1) 
Mr. Conner, four trout, 7 1b. 6 0z.; (2) Mr. Woodhead, three trout, 
5 Ib.; (3) Mr. Scotland, two trout, 2 1b. The heaviest trout weighed 
31 Ib., and waskilled by Mr. Conner. Mr. Falconer in a few hours 
klled two, weighing 3 lb. 

EDINBURGH WALTON CLUB.—The first competition of this club 
took place on April 19. The prizes were gained as follows :—First, 
Professor Williams ; second, Mr. Hardie; third, Mr. Hunter; fourth, 
Mr. Potts. Heaviest trout, Mr. Hunter. : 

Locu Lupnaic.—Mr. Grey, Blair Lodge, Polmont, staying at 
Strathyre, fished this Loch on April 19, and killed a basket of trout 
and char weighing 9g lb. 

LOCHARD.—On April 18 three boats were out on this loch. Two 
anglers had four trout, a_ second fourteen, and another fifteen trout, 
All the trout were got with fly. 

TROUT FOR THE NrrH.—This week the president and committee 
of Mid-Nithsdale Anglers’ Association put 1,000 young Loch Leven 
trout into the Nith, below Boatford Bridge, Thornhil!, and above the 
March with Closeburn. The fish were deposited at nine different 
pools. The fish were about 3 inches long, and were hatched in 1882 
at Howietoun Fishery, near Stirling, the property of Sir J. R. Mait- 
land, Bart. It is hoped that the experiment will prove successful, and 
that ere long the Nith may prove more favourable for anglers than it 
has done for many years past. 


Fn 





THE TRANSVAAL. 


THE debate on the Transvaal has rendered it.clear that the present 
Government have no intention of repeating the attempted annexation 
ofthe Transvaal. The moral influence of England will, undoubtedly, 
be exerted to the utmost to secure justice for the natives who are 
under Boer control. We cannot go beyond that, which isa poor 
look-out for the. natives; other agencies, however, are being 
brought into play, which will undoubtedly do much more 
to produce amelioration of the condition. of the native popu- 


0 Sa a aa aS a 
* This charming little bit is by the wife of Mr. Fred Mather, fishing editor 


of Forest and Stream. . 
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lation. Among these must be reckoned the great. com- 
mercial enterprises which the natural wealth of the Transvaal is giving 
birth to. Ofthese by far the most important is the South African 
Syndicate, of which Lord Robert Montagu is the chairman. This 
company was formed last autumn for the purpose of sending out 
mining engineers to report upon the mineral wealth of the country. 
These engineers made separate and independent reports, and so 
satisfactory were they that the shares which were issued at £24 
rapidly rose to £60, when the share list was closed a few weeks ago. 
The Syndicate Company was simply preliminary to the formation of a 
much larger company, which is now being organised. This new com- 
pany, which will take over the Syndicate business, will have a capital 
of between £4,000,000 and £5,000,000, and is being organised under 
the most distinguished auspices. The prospectus will appear early 
in May. Such an agency, introducing the science, the capital, and 
civilisation of this country into the Transvaal cannot but impart a 
humanising influence, which will go far to make the relations ofthe 
Boers to the natives what we desire them to be. We may add that 
the Syndicate Company has already virtually acquired upwards of 
2,000,000 of acres, in which avast quantity of gold has been found to 
exist. 
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THE PROPOSED ‘‘ AMALGAMATION” AND THE ‘‘BATTERSEA 
FRIENDLY’? ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The sixth annual supper of the above society took place on Tuesday, the 
24th inst., when about forty members and friends sat down to do justice to the 
capital repast laid before them by the worthy host, Mr. G. Edwardes. 

‘As soon as the cloth was removed, the chairman, Mr. H. W. Payne, gave th 
usual loyal toast, ‘‘ The Queen and Royal Family.’’ ; 

The glee party sang, ‘* Maiden, Listen,”’ with good effect. 

The toast of “* The Visitors’? was very ably respnded to by the chairman 
of the Clapbam Junction Angling Association. 

Mr. Hill sang *‘I Heard a Spirit Sing,’’ in first-class style. 

The toast of ‘‘'The West Central Association of London and Provincial Angl- 
ing Societies,’? coupled with the names of Messrs. Geen, Bonvoisin, and Hoole, 
was given by the chairman, who spoke at some length upon the good that had 
been done by the association towards the cause of angling. 

Mr. T. Hoole, in responding, said:—‘*‘ Mr. Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and 
gentlemen,—I thank you, tir, for the manner in which ycu gave the last toas’, 
and you, gentlemen, for the very enthusiastic way in which you received the 
same. I am aware that, upon thee festive occasions, harmony, and no; 
business, should be the order of the evening; Lu‘, there are one or two im- 
portant matters before the angling world just now, I cannot let this opportunity 
pass without touching upon. The questions are of such very grave importance 
that I must claim your indulgence for once. I will be as brief as possible, and 
trust my well-known interest in the work will be accepted as my excuse for 
transgressing the ordinary rules, The first question is the amalgamation of the 
central associations together with the Anglers’ Benevolent and Fisheries 


- Society. You will be surprised to hear there are over one hundred and fifty 


officers required to manage these bodies. Why, I want to know, is that 
necessary, when twenty, at most, could do the work? Some of you may say, 
for I have heard others say it, ‘What matters ?—they give their time and money 
for nothing.’ It does matter. You have no right to go on from month to 
month, and year to year, wasting good men’s time, when you have it in your 
power to do without it. Some of you may say, ‘Competition is good for all.’ 
So it is, when the ‘all’ are to be the gainers ; but, in cur case, the ‘all’ are 
decidedly the losers, because the present system necessitates the employment 
of three separate prin‘ers, in many cases double and treble postage, five meeting 
houses, five sets of committees, five sccretaries, five chairmen, five vice- 
chairmen, two presidents, three vice-presidents, one tyler, (about) fifteen 
trustees, fifteen audi:ors, &c., &c. All this money paid out in excess of what 
is absolutely necessary, is so much out of the funds of those societies formed 
for the purpose of keeping up the stock of fish, without which we should be 
non-existent, therefore competition is not good in our case. The sooner we 
begin to work towards a proper system, the better it will be for the anglers of 
London. My friend, Mr, P. Geen, has written a very able paper upon this 
subject, and I trust, before long, you will all have an opportunity to read it. 
When I tell you that Mr. Geen has written his ideas upon the matter, you will 
know, from past experience, that it is for your benefit he has done so. I have 
to apologise for his absence to-night’; he has been far from well for some time 
past, and his doctor orders him as much change as possible. He is now in 
Oxfordshire for a few days. I have also to apologise for my friend and colleague, 
Mr. Bonvoisin, who had accepteia previous engagement for to-night. Both 
gentlemen wish me to thank you for your kind invitations. In reference to 
that best of all institutions, the Anglers’ Benevolent, there are between 4,000 
and 5,000 enrolled members, and out of that number how many do you think 
have paid their rs. 1d. per annum towards the funds of that society? Iam 
ashamed to be compelled to say that those men who are, as a rule, so liberal 
minded in most things connected with their club, are sadly remiss in their 
support of this grand institution. Only a few over 900 subscribe. I sincerely 
hope the time is not far distant when the clubs will make it a rule to charge 
eyery member with the Anglers’ Benevolent fee. 

““Tn conclusion, gentlemen, let me state the association of which I have the 
honour to be hon. secretary is not fishing for any further powers themselves. 
Although we are the stronger, by more than two to one, we are willing to 
go out of office at once, provided, by so doing, the anglers will be the 
gainers. I am not boasting when I say the association was formed for their 
benefit, has been worked for their benefit, and is still anxious that the greatest 
amount of good shall be gained for the many. 

“J thank you sincerely for the very patient hearing you have given me, and 
trust my remarks may induce your society, when called upon, to vote in favour 
of one central association.”’ 

The very hearty manner in 
have been flattering to him. 
arguments, that I thought I would ask you to kindly publish them. 
written down, word for word, as near as I possibly could. 

Mr. T. C. Lockley sang the 4‘ Bo’sun’s Log,’”’ and was encored. 

Messrs. C. Howell, R. Dodds, Ford, Webb, and Wellman, sang well, and 
greatly added to the pleasures of the evening. Mr. Lewis gave a capital 
recitation. 

After having spent a jolly evening, 
their homes at 2 o'clock a.m,—I am, &c., 


which Mr. Hoole’s remarks were received mus‘ 
I was, myself, so struck with the force of his 
I have 


the members and friends adjourned to 
MULTUM IN PARVO, 
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Ancholme District. 


We have had quite a relapse into winter, and on Monday morning the ground 
was quite white with snow. The sun has since melted it, and the becks will 
now be full of snow-broth ; as a consequence trout-fishing, which has thus far 
been very poor, is further postponed. The wind remains in the east. Some 
gentlemen were fishing in the Littles Coates stream last week and did fairly. 
Mr. G. H. Holland, who has fished the Bain for fifty years, had some nice 
catchesnear Donnington. Major Sutton, of Scawby Hall, added a further 
supply of yearling and two-year-old fish, consisting of common trout and 
Fontinalis, to the stock recently placed in one of his Jarge ponds—these were 
supplied from the Manor Tishery, When the weather moderates the best flies 
will still be the March brown, blue dun, olive drake, and light brown.—THOMAS 
Forp, Caistor. 


Ballynahinch. 


Since last report the above has only been fished by one rod for two days, 
which succeeded in killing two salmon weighing 103 and 114 lbs. Water in 
good order and weather favourable-—WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge)- 


On the 19th it rained for twelve hours, and the river came down, and 
Mr. Thompson fished in the Eddy and creeied six brace of splendid trout 
weighing 34 lb. On the 2oth, the river too large for fishing. On the 21st Mr. 
E'combe creeled 8} Ib.; Mr. Dixon, 13 dozen; Mr. Sharp, one dozen. Onthe 
23rd, the wind from the north-eas*, bitter cold, and during the day showers of 
hail ; still good baskets arrived. The Rev. Mr. Oliver creeled 5 lb. trout ; Ir. 
J. Swinney, 5 lb.; Mr. R. Swinney, eleven brace ; Mr. Dixon, three brace ; Mr. 
Sharp, two brace, and at seven o’clock snow began to fall and continued till 
eight o'clock, and the ground was all white, and it came on rain, and the river 
was downin the morning, and no sport; andat the time of writing the river is 
three feet above height. All the trout were taken with fly, March brown, 
greenwe 1, Francis red spinner, blue upright, and the blue iron dun,—A. GuAss. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


During the early part of this week we were treated to some very cold winds, 
which interfered with angling operations in this district. To-day (Thursday) 
fish have been rising exceedingly well, but, considering the number of anglers 
who have patronised the river, the takes, on the average, were but small, and 
several of the best rodsters, who usually show some good baskets, have returned 
home with but a scenty lot of fish. The bumble has proved the best lure this 
week. The river continues low, and there has been only rain enough to raise it 
alittle. A good, steady downpour of twenty-four hours would give it a tho- 
rough good freshening up: but when we want rain, it is always provokingly 
fine, and when we want it to be fine, it is always objectionably wet.—WHEAT- 
SHEAF HOvEL. : g 

Dove. 


We have had another wretched week. The wind has been a’most constantly 
in the east, and there has been extremely little encouragement for anglers to 
visit the river. The few that have been out have not been well remunerated 
for their trouble. Trout haye not been rising with anything like freedom, and 
there are but few naturals on the water, the keen winds having doomed them 
to an untimely death. Some moderate dishes have been secured near Rocester, 
with the duns, but I have not heard of a single really good take alonz 
the entire river’s length. Iam informed that some gentlemen have been trying 
for salmon near Rocester, but none have at present fallen victims. A Derby 
gentleman was more successful in the Trent a few days ago, as he captured a 
fine specimen in the Shardlow water, scaling 24 lb.—THE SPLopGeER, 


Eden (Armathwaite). 

The river is very low, and no salmon have been caught with the rod, but 
trout seem plentiful. Canon Whitmore, on Friday, caught 22; Mr. Hannan 
and Mr. Sewell 27 on Saturday. Monday, Mr. Sewell 12. Tuesday, Mr 
Bowman 16, Wednesday, Mr. Whitmore 15, and Mr. Bowman 12, The fish 
were in good condition, Wehave cold east winds and hard frost at nichts 
and until we have rain, good sport can hardly be expected.—Skippaw, 


Eden (Carlisle). 


No rain yet, consequently no trout fishing worth speaking of. The river is 
seldom as low in June. Itis just right for creeper-fishing, but the weather 
must be warmer before a basket can be killed with that bait. The only salmon 
T have heard of being taken with the1od since my last report was one Mr 
Slater killed on the evening of the 19th. It was anice fresh-run fish of 8 lb j 
and, I hear, tookas much killing as a 14-pounder. The same gentleman 
caught a score of nice trout on the 2Ist, with the fly, and a few were “taken b 
other anglers on the same day. Since then I haye heard of no one being one 
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Things are at a dead stand. The plans, models, and specimens of fishing and 
poaching implements, which the Eden Conservancy Board are sending up to 
the Fisheries Exhibition in London, leave here to-day. They have been pre- 
pared under the superintendence of Mr. W. Parker, chairman of the Board, 
Mr. J. B. Slater, and Inspector Nicholson, the head river bailiff, and will be 
found worthy of inspection by all anglers.—SInveER GREY. 


Exe and Barle- 

The water is less than ever, and exceedingly clear; some good sport has, 
however, been obtained on several days during the past week. On Friday last 
thirty trout were taven by one rod, and fair baskets have been made on ~ 
different days since, and apparently at the most unlikely times. The fish have 
gone off in condition during the past week, being now dark instead of a rich, 
golden colour. The rough goldtwist, blue updght, iron blue, and March 
brown are the flies which have been most in favour.—CARNARVON ARMS, 


Exe (Exeter), 


The weather has not been favourable for fishing prospects, but some few 
trout have been creeled by Mr. M. Green, and some gentlemen in the upper 
Exe. Rain and southerly or westerly winds are badly wanted before any sport 


can be expected. A little rain has come to-day, and there is some hopes now of 


more general temperature.—J. A. KELLY. 


Exe (Tiverton). : 


The river is stil in the same condition, very low and clear ; notwithstanding a 
very fair number of fish have been taken with the olive dun, blue upright, iron 
blue, and yellow dun, all dressed small.— Wa. Muprorp. : 


Greeta (Ingleton). 


Week after week have I neglected to contribute to the GAZETTE, owing to 
my never having been out fishing this season. Consequently I had nothing 
worthy to record. The water for the last month has been uncommonly low and 
clear, and judging from the present state of the weather, is likely to be so. 
On Tuesday morning the neighbouring hills had quite a covering of snow, some 
of which has not disappeared. However, I myself do not regret that the 
season has been late. The result will be much more satisfactory to the true 
angler, as the fish will be in much better condition and afford far more spor’. 
Had we had a succession of floods through April the trout in our waters would 
have had a sorry time of it, as the anglers, as a rule go in for (puddle-poking) 
worm-fishing. There are very few fly-fishers, and there being no restrictions 
as to size of fish to be taken in the association’s by-laws, consequently all are 
fish that come inta the net. Hopiog to have a more satisfactory report next 
week.—iNGLEBORO’, ; 

Tifracombe- 


Sea _fishing.—When the weather has been favourable for the boafs to go on 
the fishing ground they have returned with very fair catches of tamlin, cod, and 
whiting. On Wednesday the trawling skiffs brought up from the bay some 
fine plaice and a few pairs of soles and some thornback; one boat, out hook- 
ing, had a fine lot of tamlin, cod, whiting, and pollock. A quantity of small 
whiting has been caught from the pier head and jetty with hand-lines. Weather 
at present, squally.—E. Comer. * 


Lakes of Killarney. 

Weather very favourable up to the presen‘, and good sport still. On 22nd, — 
the wind went to south-east, and we had some cold showers of rain, but all the 
better for the fishing still if we had another Killarney shower. The Glena 
nets did very litle last week. The Caharnane net got about fifty salmon, 
Muckross about twenty-five salmon, rod fish. On rg9th, Tim M’Carthy, one 
salmon, 12 lb. ; E. Cournane, one, to lb.; Robin Robert, two salmon, 20 Ib. ; 
Jemmy Green, one salmon, 16 Ib., with spoon bait; Tom Ellet, two salmon, 
23 lb, with spoon bait; Mr. John Shea, one, to lb. On 20th, Robin Robert, 
two salmon, 20 1b.; Pat Clyfford, two salmon, 20 lb.; James Hayse, three 
salmon, 30 lb. ; Tim M’Carthy, one, tolb. On 21st, Tim M’Carthy got three 
salmon, 32 lb. ; Nest got four sa!mon. 45 lb., all with flies; John Callayhane 
got 2} dozen trout, all in good condition, and took the March brown well with 
orange grouse. On 22nd, Tom Ellet got two more salmon, 20 ]b., with 
minnow ; Tom Murphy, two salmon, 19 lb.; Daniel O’Donoughe, one, 12 lb. ; 
Jerry Doyal, one, 1o lb, On 23rd, James Hayse, one, 10 lb.; Thade Marah, 1 
salmon, 11]b. On 23rd, George Bastable got one dozen nice trout, some 


about rlb, and one 2 1lb.; Pat Clyfford, one salmon, 12 ]b.; Daniel O’Do- i 


noughe, two salmon, 231b.; Tom Murphy, one, to lb.; Tim M’Carthy, 
three more salmon, 31 lb. ; Robin Robert, one salmon, 111b. On 24th, Tim 
M'Carthy, two salmon, 201b.; Robin Robert, two salmon, 21 lb. ; James 
Hayse, one, 10 lb. ; Tom Robert, one, 101b.; Mike Glessome, one, 11 lb. ; 


Eugene Cournane, one, 9 lb. The largest salmon taken for the season was — 


killed on the Lawn, 324 1b., and two perch, the first seen on the Lawn this 


season.—Tim M’CARTHY. 
Lune (Carnforth). 


Tne river is very low and clear, weather much colder than last week, we have 
had frequent snow showers—the hillshave been snow-capped f.r some days. — 
Barometer steady, thermometer 50. Some good takes of trout have been 
made, in spite of the low state ofthe river. The keepers of the lord of the 
manor (William Foster, Esq., Hornby Castle) have been drawing for trout 


several times of late, and made some extensive hauls, the flies that have taken — 


best this week have been dark partridge, dottrel, dark snipe, and woodcocks, 
you may add another to yourlist, night hawk, dressed with orange silk on a- 
No. 1 hook, Kendal bend hackle. Two redstarts (titseys) have been seen about 


appearance? I shall be glad if any of your readers or correspondents can 
give me any information about their habits.—PrscarTor. 7 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 


Very fait sport is to be had just now in this district, salmon and trout are 
rising pretty freely. Notwithstanding the rather harsh weather, for last week — 
the best catches are as follows: Mr. Tuit one day killed three salmon weighing 
9, 105, and 12 1b. ; same day six trout, largest 5 lb. ; another day he had one ~ 
salmon weighing 10} lb, and eight trout, largest weighing 42 lb. Mr. 
P. Atkinson in one day kil.ed two salmon weighing to and 114 lb. ; same day 
12 trout, largest 33 lb. Mr. Henn’ got six trout one day, largest 5 lb. ; there 
has been no b'ank days all last weet, all who tried got fish. Being hurried com- 
pleting a large order for salmon flies for the northern rivers of America, I was” 
unable to. get more than one day’s fishing fer the last two weeks ; it happened to 
be not a very good day—bright sunshine, with cold easterly wind. With my 
favourite fly (Hearn’s Pet) which never fails in the brightest weather, I tempted 
a salmon of 12 Jb. to rise and killed him ; before the day was over I added six 
more trout to the basket, the largest 4} 1b. I would now with confidence take 


; 
the village duiing the last week. Is it not unusually early for them toput in an 
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charge of two gentleman anglers, find clean lodgings with board, boats, 
and attendance on the brink of the lake, and guarantee fair, honest sport.— 
Frank Hearns, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 


Tay (Perthshire). 


Fair sport has been had during the past week upon the river itself. On the 
Findynete water two salmon of 22 lb. and 20 lb. were taken. On the Dalguise 
water seven fine salmen were obtained, their weights being 16 1b , 16 lb., 161b., 
171b., 19]b., 20]b., 18]b.; and Mr. Brady, from Perth, on Saturday 
secured a splendid basket of trout On the Meiklour water Mr. Bradbury, 
Scarborough, killed asa mon of 231b., and on the Burnmouth water Mr. 
Bidde 1, Lond »n, got another of 18 lb. Fishing the Athole Arins Hotel water 
at Dunkeld, Mr. Kiito on Monday landed three fine fish 91b., 16 lb, and 
18 lb., and on the Derculich water on Wednesday the keeper captured a Io 
pounder. + ishing for trout in the Atho!e Arms Hotel water on Saturday Mr. 
Grant hooked a large fish, which, after an hour's careful working, he was 
successful in landing, and found it tobe an18 1b. salmon. The fly with which 
he kiled it was an ordinary trout March brown. Some Capital baskets of 
trout have been made on the Logierait Hotel water, and numerous other 
reaches of theriver.. On the Killen Hotel water of the Loch Mr. Osborne, 
Sussex, had twosalmon,—17 lb and 23 lh. and three bull trou ; on the Killen 
reserved water Mr. Copestake, Sussex, ladded five salmon 6 lb., I5 1b , 18 lb., 
20 lb., 22 lb. On the Lyon, a tributary of the Tay, Sir Donald Currie’s keeper, 
on Friday, killed aro pounder, Oathe Tummell, auother tributary, Mr. D. 
Ferguson, Pitlochry, fishiug the Pitlochry Hotel water on Monday, had 
one of 22 lb; the Faskeley water yielded a 17 pounder to Mr. W. Duff, a 164 
pounder to Mr. C. W. L. Wood of Freeland, and a 15 pounder to the Master 
of Rollo. In the course of a couple of hours onthe Lummell Bridge Hotel 
water on Thursday, Mr. McIntosh caught four first-class trout of the aggregate 
weight of 8 lb., the lure used beiog ‘‘ Royal Charlie,’”? and the MacNee Pike 


Scale Fly.—J. M'G. 
Thames (Datchet). 


The river is very low and clear, and the weither has been dread‘uly cold. 
The trout are evidently feeding well. The lock-keeper at Boveney caught a 
very nice fish of 5 lbs., spinning from the bank with artificial bait. Saturday, 
next evening Mr. Lock, High-street, Eton, caught a handsome little fish off 
Boveney Weir, 33. Monday evening I had occasion to be that way. Colder 
wind mever blew ; G. Paice came to enjoy himself afrer his daily avocition; I 
thought they must be yore mad such weather. He succeeded in catching a 
fish 2} lbs. Mr. Lock had a run with another. A gentleman living at 
Datchet caught a fish off Old Windsor Weir last Friday, 34 1b. Mr. Mitchall, 
Eton, on Monday, under Windsor Bridge, one 2 1b. From what I see, this 
season the future for trout fishing in the Thames looks well; the river is full of 
small fry just hatched.—G. LUMsDEN, 


Thames (Long Whittenham.) 


The remains of several fine fish having been discovered on the b.nks of the 
Thames, in the vicinity of Long Whittenham, Berks, and also the tracks of one 
* or more otters, it was thought advisabie, in the interests of angling, that some 
effort should be made to destroy the destructive brutes ; after great trouble Mr. 
Chambers, the landlord of the Plough Inn, succeeded on the 13th instant, in 
trapping a fine dog (otter), weighing 241b., which was found drowned in the 
trap. ‘This, the latest example of the pernicious effect of imbibing too much agua 
pura, has been placed in the hands of Mr. Darby, of Cornmarket- street, Oxford, 
for preservation.—THr CHERWELL OTTER. 
{You are quite within your legal rights in fishing as you describe, except as 
regards the worm. ‘That is a dangerous animal to use cn the Thames now.— 
ED.] 


Thames (Oxford). 


According to all accounts the large trout which has resided for so many 
seasons in the deep hole between Beesley’s boat-house and the big poplar tree 
growing at the side of Medley-path, forming a theme of conversation and envy 
for every fisherman who saw his silvery sides and ruby spots flashing in the 
sunshine, seems to have departed from this mundane existence or to happier 
hunting grounds, where he will not be so liable to be assailed at every turn of 
his lithe body by some luscious dainty sailing down stream concealing the hook 
intended for his capture by the contemplative ones onthe bank. But although 
the leviathan is gone, his race is not extinct : severat smaller ones have put in 
an appearance since last season, the first of which, a little beauty of 2 lb., lays 
in Tumbling Bathe Pool; another reputed to be 5 1b., more or les3, has taken 
up his station in a hole nearly midway between the bathing place and Medley 
Lock, whilst at the campsheeting at the head of the lock, abig one of some 8 or 

-g lb. was seen on Friday last, by Taylor, the lock-keeper, who says there are 
four or five from 2 to 34 lb. in the pool itself, which keep working to and fro 
from the swirling rush of foaming green water coming though the rymers, to 
the sha lows below to feed on the small fry. Several anglers have also reported 
one of about 2 lb. higher up at Black Jack’s hole, and doubtless befsre the 
end of the season others will be heard of in the weir pools, overflows, and rapid 
parts of the river, which have been brought down from the higher reaches by 
the recent heavy floods. One day last week two of the Thames Conservancy 
men, whilst ballasting a hole about 220 yards below Medley Lock, actually 
caught hold of a trout estimated at between 4 and 5 1b., which from some 
cause or other was floating inertly on the top of the water. TF urtunately the 
indisposition was merely a temporary one, and the fish suddenly recovering his 
activity, after a short s'ruggle succeeded in evading their clutches ; and it is to 
be hoped he will recover and fayour some fortunate piscator with that ecstatic 
‘thrill which runs through the muscles like an electric shock, and once ex- 
perienced can never be forgotten, making the memory of his tussle with a real 
‘Thames trout one of the grandest events of his life. —CHEgWELL Oren. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There has been nothing worthy of report for the last week or so. This week, 

' Iam sarry to say, the few trout that have been taken so far have fallen victims 
tothe worm. I have seen a few March browus and blue duns upon the water, 
‘but not many. ‘The weather will have to alter considerably before any good 
catches can be secured with the fly. There are a few stone fly creepers 
appearing but they are very small as yet, and the fish have not got thoroughly 
acquainted with them : until then it will be of no use to try that bait. It is 
much finer and warmer to-dey, and wind has changed. —Francis M. 


~ WALBRAN. 
Wye (Bakewell.) 


‘ ’ Sport in the beginniog of the week was a little better. The last day or two 
has been as bad as ever again, no fish rising, and scarcely any fly on the water. 
East wind, and very cold.—R. B. 
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Wye and Derwent. 

The glorious rain that fell last Thursday led the trout well on the feed both 
on Friday and Saturday, and good baskets of trout were killed both off the Wye 
and Derwent on those days with the artificial flies. Since then the weather has 
been bitter cold in the middle ofthe day, with sharp, frosty nights, which has 
quite taken the trout off the feed again. Grayling have been rising freely, both 
on the Wye and Derwent, and as many as seven and eight brace of grayling 
have been returned to the river again—of a day after being caught—while fiy- 
fishin z for trout. Grayling are now spawning on both of these rivers. Both 
the Wye and Derwent are very low. Rain is much wanted ; and we must have 
some before there is any really good trout-fishing —Gno. JAs. Eaton. 


Yare (Norwich). 


I am sorry that I was unable from circumstances over which I had no control 
tosenda report last week. The angling had been excellent ; 25 rudd were shown, 
weighing zolb., and every day until the cold winds setin again, good takes of 
roach were had at Buckenham and elsewhere, on this stream from 50 to 130 
being the day’s sport, and of course they are now in good condition and weigh 
well. Some fine perch have been taken with a paternoster, at Wroxham; these 
fish declined the minnows, whilst on a line with a float, but the moment they 
were worked skilfully with the paternoster they fell victims. Last Sunday a 
ratber unusual vi-itor was seen at Buckenham Ferry, in the shape of a porpoise, 
and though Garret; the landlord shot at it twice, it took no effec, and was 
eventually captured with an eel spear by our river watcher and Dick Buttle, 
The weigh« was 4 stone ; it is over 20 years since asimilar catch was made, with 
a boat hook, at Beccles-bridge. The weather t »-day has been beautiful, and I 
hope ifit continues to send good accounts of sp rt for a short time longer. — 
Ropert Motz. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The first smoking concert of this society has just been held, at the George 
and Dragon Hotel, and proved a great success. Mr Bocking, our chairman, 
presided in his usual happy manner, Mr. W. Eydmann assisting in the vice. Mr. 
Simpson, our energetic secretary, sa'd thit the society was in a flourishing coa- 
dition, there being an increase in members and funds, but there was a falling 
off in the weight of fish taken during the season compared with last year. The 
prizes were then presented to the following winners :—W. Howell t ok five: 
W. Cook, four; C. Simpson (sec.), two; E. Eydmann, two; A. Eydmann, 
two; T. Head, two: G. Townsend, two; T. E1dbrook, two; W. Eydmann, 
one; H. Taplin, one; A. Slatter, one. Mr. T, Hoole, in responding to his 
health, gave us one of his short, busiaess-like speeches, touching on the stock- 
ing of the rivers from various sources, the damages done by swans and steam 
launches ; the concessions of the various railway companies, and Mr, Geen’s 
scheme (which our members are in favour of) for the amalgamation of the 
various associations. Our friends from the Ealing Dean and Brentford Societies 
mustered in good numbers and contributed greatly to the harmony. There were 
some capital songs given by members and friends, varied with recitations and 
toasts, no one seeming anxious to leave before closing time, which on this oc-as 
sion was one o’clock.— BLACK BAG, 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. . 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
10s, 6d. annual subscription from Mr. J. Cooper, naturalist, Radnor Street, 
St. Luke’s.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BRACEBRIDGE FISHING CLUB, BIRMINGHAM, 

A committee meeting of the above club was held at the Royal Hotel, on 
Wednesday evening, April 25th, when it was resolved that the size of fish takert 
be—roach, 6 inches; perch, 7 inches; tench, 8 inches; jack, 18 inches. All 
less than this to be returned to the water.—HOWARD SMITH, hon. sec. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Ata well-attended meeting at the club-room of this society last evening, 
the president, Mr. William Booth, catled upon the treasurer and secretary to 
announce to the members present the financial position of the Brunswick, the 
result being that within five months (under new managemen’) the society has 
paid off the old debts and have not incurred new. A handsome balance is in 
hand after payment of workiag expenses and the cost of the prizes to be dis- 
tributed at the smoking concert on Wednesday, May 9. It was carried unani- 
mously that the annual supper shall be on the first Wednesday in June. Host 
Keeble is a well-known caterer ; therefore we shall be pleased to receive the 
names of any one desirous of joining us at the festal board. We a e weekly increas- 
ing in numbers, andcan boast that we have under the Branswick banner gentles 
men connected with the legal, medical, musical, and dramatic profes sions.— 
MILres DOUGHTY, sec. 


GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Ff A vocal and instrumental concert was given by the members of the above 
society on Monday evening, the 23rd inst., at their new club-house, the George 
Hotel, Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park, and proved a great success, a very 
numerous company of ladies and gentlemen being present. all of whom were 
thoroughly delighted with the splendid performances of Messrs. Newton and 
Hull, of the St. John’s Angling Society, who played various selections on the 
violin and harmonium ; also the fol'owing ladies and gentlemen very ably re- 
sponded to the lengthy programme provided tor the occasi:n :—Mrs. Thomas 
and Mrs. Davis, Messrs. Thurling, Hall Parker, Pearman, Hale, Stevens, 
Titley, W. Balentyne, Holmes, Basel, Chilly, Franks, &c. The chairman 
proposed ** Success to the Globe Angling Society,’ which was responded to 
amid great cheering. A vote of thanks to the chairman and vice, Messrs. 
Thorlin und Hall, coupled with the St. John’s Angling Society, terminated a 
very enjoyable evening.—J. J. HOLMEs. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a fair attendance of members at our club on Tuesday last. The 
members are anxious for the first of May; I am glad to say several of them 
are going to try their hand at flysfishing. It has often surprised me that out 
ofthe thousands of anglers so few give their minds to anything but bottom- 
fishing. Iam extremely sorry to report the very sudden death of Mr. John 
Smith, one of our most esteemed and respected members. He was at the club 
on Saturday last and dead on Sunday morning. It has cast a gloom over all 
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the members. Mr. Crumplen will read his paper, entitled ‘‘ The Life of a 
Fish,’’ at our club on Tuesday evening next at nine o’clock. I should be glad 
to see any brother angler on that occasion.—R. Murry. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The committee of the above society met on Monday evening, for drawing 
out the programmee for the ensuing season, commencing on May 1st, which is 
anticipated to be a very successful one, as the secretary reported that eighteen 
trout weighing g'b gross were sent in on the 2Ist inst., caught by our worthy 
president Dr. Mitchell, partly by fly and worm in Norfolk waters, which there 
is every reason to believe is the first Norfolk trout ever sent in to any society. 
Reporting also at the same time that some splendid fish were being daily taken, 
not neglecting to meation that the jack mentioned by the correspondent to the 
FisHinG GAzETTE ina Broad Story some months ago, had been captured by 
him close to the spot that was pointed out, and is now well set up at the clubs 
house as a good specimen of perseverance in legal fishing, having been caught 
with a Thames dace—hooked and in the boat in less than seven minutes, by 
snap tackle made by one of our local members, Mr. Hannant. It was also 
pleasing to find that the floods could not have done so much injury as was 
reported generally, the secretary having a perch in a globe in good condition, 
caught in a smelt net on Breydon, not in the least possible way injured during 
the flood some five weeks ago, asa proof that salt water does not kill fresh 
water fish in the wholesale mazner it is generally supposed, as Breydon is salt 
water; and no doubt need exist that fresh water fish will and do live when 
carried back again by the tide to fresh water, a3 the fish in question was a fine 
plump fish, and now in the aquariumof the president. Speaking of aquaria, 
I may say cur aquarium on the Irvine will be a splendid attraction in the coming 
season, and will astonish our London friends, who will scarcely recognise the 
handsome structure as the same, or in part the same heavy dull one of last 
year, but will be pleased—I mean those interested in angling and anglers—to 
know that the owners have given this society a tank for the reception of any 
fresh water fish worth preserying, exclusively for members of this society, and 
it is very pleasing to know that this society receives such encouragement in 
promoting the objects in view by its founders. The committee agreed that any 
member on producing his card of membership to the secretary of this society, 
and paying a nominal sum of 2s. 6d. should be entitled to all benefits of the 
society for the season in railway rates, to the fishing grounds, &c., and the tariff 
of charges for boats, refreshments, fishing gear; in fact everything the angler 
may require can be seen at the club-room of the society for each river or 
broad, thereby stopping all disappointments as regards charges, &c., and I may 
say with confidence that the charges are very reasonable; indeed preference for 
boats, &c., are promised to members of the society. The géneral meeting of 
the society takes place on Monday next, when we fairly start for the season, 
and J have, Mr, Editor, to thank you sincerely on the part of myself and my 
society tor your kindness in inserting my reports in your valuable GAZETTE, and 
the advice and assistance you have so freely given me at all times, and to 
respectfully ask you to again give me the same privilege till the end of this 
season, promising you that my reports shall be as accurate as possible.—JAMES 
LARK. : 
LONDON AND SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY ANGLING CLUB. 

The committee have great pleasure in announcing that the first annual 
supper of the above club will be held at the Crown and Thistle, South Lam- 
beth Road, on Thursday, May 3, at 8.30 p.m.—only a very small affair, tickets 
2s.each. Ibegalso to invite any fellow-anglers who may wish to spend a 
quiet evening, either at the supper or afterwards, for a glass and pipe, and no 
doubt a song or two. ‘The club being held at the L. and S. W. R. Club and 
Institute, Brunswick House, we are unable to ask other clubs to visit because 
our meetings are limited to a certain hour, and we could not make a noise to 
disturb other members. The club accounts, I am pleased to state, are ina 
fiourishing condition, and the committee offer over seven guineas as prizes for 
the forthcoming season.—J. WOODCOCK, sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS. 

In consequence of the death of Mr. Reid, the late proprietor of the Prince 
Consort, East Surrey Grove, Peckham, the headquarters of the above society, 
the supper that was to have taken place ou the 23rd has been postponed until 
June. Full particulars to be obtained of Mr, Page, the secretary.—PIXxIk. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of the above society came off on the 5th inst. with the 
usual ée/ét, The toast list on the occasion was very limited, harmony being the 
order of the evening (for some of the boys can sing), On the Igth the prizes 
were delivered to the successful winners of the past year, consisting of numerous 
articles, useful and ornamental, including chains, copper kettles, spoons, 
knives, club medals, jewellery, fishing rods, tackle books, &c. The challenge 
cup was also exhibited for the first time; it is a very handsome gift from Mr. 
A. L. Emanuel, the late president, to be won for three successive years by one 
member. The club is now getting in good working order, and under the presi- 
dentship of Mr. J. Buck, who is a thorough angler, with a little careful pruning 
of the funds in the future, the Portsmouth Waltonians will vie with any angling 
club in the provinces. ‘This year they have had to contend with some heayy 
expenses, which have been met, and a fair balance to the good. The otter that 
was caught at Titchfield, and presented to the club by G. Goble, Esq., of 
Fareham, has been most artistically set up, and is now in the club-room 
another addition to the many trophies on the walls. The members are also look-” 
ing forward to a brilliant season, what with the improvement that is taking 
place at Chichester. The canal is hoped, after the expense it has caused, to be 
once more their ‘‘happy hunting ground.” ‘The free fishing on that part of the 
Rother near Salem, by the permission of Major-General Sir F.Fitzwigram,C.B. 
of Leigh Park, Havant, some good trout-fishing is allowed to the members 
only, he having for the past two years stocked two of his largest ponds ex- 
pressly for fly-fishing. Twenty of the members also have this year rented the 
famous Durford Fishery, a stretch of two miles on the Rother, near Petersfield 
well known for the size of its trout and dace, besides the possession of a boat 
on Southsea Beach, and another for harbour salt-water fishing. They haye 
begun the year very fairly, and with the earnest hope of genial weather, the 
rodsters of this club are already ‘“‘up in arms and eager for the fray.” 
DAGGERWOOD. 





SECOND SURREY ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Ail the members of this club, as well as eleven visitors, partook of our annual 
supper last night (Wednesday) at the Queen Elizabeth. ‘Lhe spread was very 
_ tastefully arranged upon the tables by our worthy host, Mr. J. Makin, who 
spared no trouble or expense in placing the good things of this world before us 


for our enjoyment, and all present were highly satisfied with their even- 
ing’s entertainment. After the tables were cleared we spent the remainder 
of the evening with very good harmony, both vocal and instrumental. Mr. G, 
Raper presided at the piano, accompanied by Mr. J. T. Wright with the violin. 
Mr. J. Wright took the chair-faced by Mr, G. George. Some very good 
songs were sung by the following gentlemen:—Mr. J. T. Wright commenced 
with “‘ Welcome Friends,’’ then followed a very laughable comic song by Mr, 
G. George, causing a deal of laughter: Mr. Douglas sang ‘‘ The White 
Squall”? in very good style, which was greatly encored; Mr. Williams sang 
‘* Beautiful Leaves,’? Mr. C. Fisher then gave ‘‘ Tom Bowling,’’ which gained 
great applause; Mr. J. Wright fullowed with ‘‘ The Anchor’s Weighed,” Mr. 
Cheney with ‘‘ Jack’s Yarn,’’ and other members sang well, but if I enumerate 
them all I am afraid I shall take up too much space in your valuable paper, s9 
will conclude with the statement made by the visitors, ‘‘ That if this is how 
the anglers enjoy themselves when they meet they would, take the first oppor- 
tunity of adding their names as members.’’ Iam pleased to say six promised 
to join us next Wednesday.—J. WRIGHT, sec. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The committee of management of the above society decided on the 25th that 
the distribution of prizes shall take place on May 16, on which date all mem- 
bers, and as many of their friends as can make it convenient, are requested to 
attend.—PIx1g. 4 


THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society was held, as usual, at Masons’ Hall 
Tavern on Tuesday last, S. C, Marding, Esq. (the vice-chairman at the 
banquet) occupying the chair.. There was a good attendance of members, and 
an extremely enjoyable evening was passed, the proceedings throughout being 
characterised by that hearty good fellowship which obtained in the earlier days 
of the society, and which, there is reason to believe, will now again prevail. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were duly read and confirmed, after which 
the hon. secretary, as customary, communicated matters of interest to the 
membeis which had come before him officially, the chairman then inviting a 
discussion on general angling topics. Dr.° Brunton, who was called on by 
desire, gave a brief but interesting account of his adventures lately among the 
trout, giving a few amusing anecdotes. Several members haviag aske! sundry 
questions relative to the Fisheries’ S ociety’s breeding boxes on the Lea, Mr. 
Crumplen said some spawn had appeared in their box at Waltham, ahd al- 
though he was not so sanguine as to the final result, there was no cause fur 
despair, and that with regard to the other two boxes at Ponder’s End, there 
was also a small deposit of spawn on the fir boughs, and the fish there were all 
apparently in a thriving condition, astatement which Mr. R. Gaurney fully 
corroborated. One of the members having asked a question as to the rods 
likely to be used by our American brothers in the forthcoming I*IsHING 
GAZEITE Tournament, Mr. Charles Bates gave particulars of them from the 
official statement issued respecting the last American contest, which he had 
obtained during his recent visit to the United States. From these it appeared 
that in lightness of rod, and length of cast, the c.mpetitors there were far 
ahead of us, and Mr. Bates mentioned that having carefully compared tackle 
on both sides of the Atlantic, he thought the International Fisheries Exhibition 
would, in that respect, result ina great gain to all anglers, certainly in that 
particular department. Mr. Bates kindly promised to bring some samplee ha 
had brought home with him, for inspection by the society on a future evening. 
The secretary stated that it was open to the society now_to send two delegates 
to the West Central Association, as Mr. Bates and himself had retired, the 
former on account of probable absence abroad, the latter because he found 
himself so fully occupied that he was unable properly to devote the time he 
thought he ought to do to such duties, if he undertook them. The West 
Central Association had, however, elected him one of their trustees, which 
would give him an ex-officio position on their committee. Mr. Field expressed 
the regret of the West Central Association at losing the services of two such 
representatives as Mr. Bates and Mr. Crumplen, who had really done their 
utmost in the common interest, and were always listened to with the greatest 
respect. After a brief conversation, Mr. A, W. Parker (author of the ‘‘ Anglers’ 
Parliament’’) and Mr. 8. C. Harding, were -unanimously selected to represent 
the Society in place of Messrs. Bates and Crumplen, who were thanked for past 
services. A special and hearty vote of thanks was then passed with acclamation, 
to Mr. Alderman Cotton, M.P., for the very able and genial manner in which 
he presided over the society’s banquet, held at the Holborn Restaurant on the 
18th inst. The Rev. J. S. Walker, M.A., who was present as a visitor, was 
proposed as a country member. There was afterwards some excellent singing, 
Dr. Brunton, Messrs. Gathercole, Rippin, Darling, Copeland, Neville, Brown, 
and others taking part; Mr. Harding giving one of his amusing recitations. 
A paper will be read on Tuesday next, having reference to the Great Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition, when it is hoped a large number of members 
will attend. Secretaries of other societies, or gentlemen interested in any 
subject under discussion, are always welcomed on these occasions, when the 
socie y invariably does its best to cement the friendship that exists between 
all honest anglers.—YE GrASSHOPPER. 

THE RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The Richmond Piscatorial Society again had a crowded meeting on Wed- 
nesday last, and had notice been given that Mr. Wheeldon would be present 
(which he was quite accidentally), a larger meeting could not have been ex- 
pected. This gentleman is almost a most popular and welcome visitor at the 
society’s room; and, having been trying the trout at Richmond, the chairman 
suggested Mr. Wheeldon should make a few remarks upon Thames trouting. 
This was at once, in avery pleasant and illustrative way, acceded to, and en- 
joyed by all present, many gentlemen staying until late in order to fully hear 
out the useful and interesting remarks; and, by the bye, it isno easy matter at 
a late hour to get to the various parts of distance that numbers ofthe members 
reside at, for Richmond does not by any means form the whole, and representa 
tives might have been observed from various distances, such as Twickenham, 
Kingston, Thames Ditton; Surbiton, Mortlake, Barnes, Kensington, West- 
minster, Newington Butts, &c., &c. Be thatas it may, all were much delighted 
with the address, Mr. Wheeldon stating that he was quite unprepared for any 
thing of the kind thatevening, but if it met with the wishes of the society, he 
should be pleased to reada paper on the 9th of May, for which a very hearty 
vote of thanks was accorded, as also for the enjoyment of the evening. The 
society’s cases of preserved fish are now in preparation for removal to the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition, South Kensington. The chairman stated he 
had pleasure to inform the members that their old and esteemed friend, Mr. W. 


H. Brougham, had kindly presented a very handsome rod for competition during — 


the ensuing season, Asa pleasing fact, and showing the popularity of the 
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Richmond Piscatorial Society, {he one hundredth member was proposed at the 





Jast meeting. There were present:—Mr. F. C. Clench, chairman; Mr. Rh. 
Dickinson, vice chairman; Mr. Terrill, treasurer; Mr. Davis, librarian; Mr. 
Gaynor, curator; Messrs. Plant, Morgan, Trinder, Scantlebury, R. B. Mat- 
thews, Giiffiths, John T. Matthews, W. Crow, F.. J. Hayward, Neville, W. 
Cockburn, Dwelly, Houghton, Charles Bates, A. J. Little, H. Taman, IF. A. 
Crew, Giles, Powell, H. Smith, &c., &c.—J. H. G. 
THE SILVER TROUT ‘ANGLING SOCIETY. 

- Following the example of other Angling Clubs, the ‘‘ Silver Trouters ’’ have 
held their annual dinner for the first time at the Holborn Restaurant on 
Wednesday evening last, where, under the petsonal superintendeace of Mr, 
Thomas J. Stamp, they did ‘‘suit and service’’ to their hearts’ content, and in 
full appreciation of the good things provided.—In previous years these dinners 
have taken place in the club-room at the Star and Garter Hotel, St. Martin’s- 
Jane, and all who have attended them will remember the admirable manner in 
which the worthy host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. F. C. Hatfield, catered for 
them in a comparatively small and over-crowded room—the menu never being 
devoid of a fine and lordly salmon, whatever the cast might be. The Silver 
Trout Angling Society has always been conspicuous in the recognition of true 
Waltonian principles, «nd in the furtherance of all matters in which the best 
interest of anglers is concerned. 

The dinner which was provided on the occasion gave immense satisfaction, 
and elicited many expressions of approv.l, the Chairman noting down in the 
* Record Book” that it was ‘‘extra superb ’’ There was a Jarge assemblage 
of members and visitors, including the Rev. J. E. Vaux, Messrs. H. W. Tew-e, 
W. H. Brougham, Thomas Crumplen, T. R. Sachs, C. P. Wheatstone, G. I. 
Walker, W. Griffiths, C. Parsons, 8. Morgan, W. Hodgkinson, &c.—-The 
chair was occupied by Mr. E, Hawkins, and the vice-chair by Mr. Pettitt.— 
Aiter justice had been done to the good catering, the Chairman gave the loyal 
toast of ‘The Queen and the rest of the Royal Family,’’ and afterwards 
proposed *Succcess to the Silver Trout Angling Club,’’ which he observed 





had been about 20 years in existence, and had always prominently encouraged © 


fair and legitimate angling. In reference to increasing the Club standard of 
the sizes of fish, he believed the Society was the first to do so, bringing it to 
correspond wih the Thames rules; and in this matter they were larzely 
indebted to the late Mr. Kingsland when he was their secretary. The Club 
was going on prospcrously, and though it worked in still water its movements 
were very deep—they were always swimming, and were always ready to be at 
the front.—Mr. W. Griffiths briefly replied.—The Chairman, in giving ‘* The 
Thames Angling Preservation Society,’? expressed the pleasure he felt in 
having their old friend Mr. Brougham amongst them, as he believed he had 
been with-them as a gueston these occasions ever since the establishment of 
the Club, and he would, therefore, couple his nume with the toast,.—Mr. W. 
Hi. Brougham, in reply, said he should always feel grateful to the Silver 
Trouters for the great encouragement he received from the Club when it first 
inaugurated the movement of the examination of punts, in orderto suppress the 
slaughter of small fish—in fact it was the first Club that offered him any 
assistance. Mr. Brougham then ieferred to the netting of the reservoirs, and 
to the proposed new by-laws, and concluded by wishing the Club every pros- 
perity, and a hope that it would not be the last time he would be present on 
those occasions.—In proposing ‘‘ The Grand International Fisheries Exhibi.- 
tion,’’ the Chairman urged upon all present to give it their hearty support, as 
it would undoubtedly be one of the grandest exhibitions in the world. He 
coupled with the toast the name of Mr. H. W. Towse.—Mr. Towse, in reply, 
said that it was not the first time he had heard of the Club andthe support it 
always gave to Fisheries Exhibitions. The one which was to be opened in May 
would be a great one, as it was of an international character. He regarded 
one special point in these Exhioitions, and that was to teach anglers the great 
art ef angling, and the enjoyment of true sport. The Americans were going to 
make a great show, and to teach the British people fish culture and all other 
things pertaining to fishing. There would be, in connection with the London 
Angling Clubs, an exhibition of something like 3} miles of cases of fish speci- 
mens, and what he regretted most was the entire absence of any from country 


clubs.—The Chairman next gave ‘‘The United Angling Associations,” - 


referring to the encouragement which was first given to them by the Great 
Hastern Railway in, concessions for anglers. The West Central Ass ciation 
emanated from the Silver Trout Angling Club; and is had now become the 
leading Association. He united with the toast the name of Mr. Thomas 
Crumplen.—Mr. Crumplen, in acknowledging the toast, said that no toast on 
the list more fittingly entitled him to reply. He and his friend, Mr. T. R. 
Sachs, were the representatives of the Angling Clubs at the forthcoming 
Exhibition, and he could honestly say ttat no service was more heartily 
rendered than that of the Silver Trout.Angling Club. A good space which 
had been first applied for by Mr. F. ©. Hatfield, was now assigned to the 
Club. He could not conclude without paying a tribute to Mr. Edward 
Birkbeck forhis unwearied exertions in promoting the proposed Exhibition. He 
took great interest in the welfare of the London Anglers—indeed, with all he 
was one in spirit and one in feeling.—The only other toasts were ‘The 
Visitors ’’ and ‘‘ The Press.’’—During the evening a telegram was received 
from Mr. F. C. Hatfield, who is at present staying at Bournemouth for the 
benefit of his health, ‘* wishing all present a very pleasant evening, and drink- 
ing their healths.’’—The Chairman at once sent a reply, with the best wishes 
of his friends.—The various togsts were interspersed with some first-rate 
singing, Messrs. G. Sandford, John Pascall, and Hart deserving special notice.— 
Mr. W. F. Parker and Mr. Mori presided at the pianoforte—The party 
did not break up until a late hour, after spending a most enjoyable 
evening. 





THE loveliest spot on earth—The ace.—Puch. 

A Curious CatcH.—Our esteemed contemporary, the Dezfsche 
Lischeret Zevlung, in a recent number describes how a local angler, 
fishing a mile or two above Ulm, in an old course of the Danube, got 
fast in something which, after sundry violent tugs (which spoke 
volumes for the strength of his primitive tackle), brought to bank an 
ugly old earthenware jug. Annoyed at having had so much trouble 
apparently for nothing, he smashed the ancient vessel with his heel. 
To his amazement, a heap of ancient coins fell out. He filled his 
pockets with them, and found a ready purchaser for the lot in 


_M. Einstein, of Ulm, a jeweller and curiosity dealer. The coins proved 
_ to be some hundreds of Roman silver pieces belonging to the times 
_ of various Emperors, and in part in good condition. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We donot hold ou rselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


FLY-FISHING-SPINNING. 


S1r,—Though I am grateful to ‘A. R.J. E. L.’’ for taking so much trouble 
to answer my questions, I cannot but protest against the unfairness of some of 
his criticisms. Since he has expressed a wish that he should not be accused of 
using ‘chop logic,’’ I will abstain from making any such charge; but I must 
say he has a remarkable faculty for setting up skittles and knocking them down 
again. ‘The exuberarce of his fancy is very remarkable, as all must admit; but 
in the present case he has fancied a good deal which was never in my letter of 
February 3rd. So that when he commences by saying ‘‘ I will therefore make 
but very few and very simple remarks of my own [the italics are his], though 
they shall be as much to the point as I can make them,”’ it is not a little sur- 
prising to see more than a column of argument and quotation, the greater part 
of which arises from suppositions which are not warranted by my letter. After 
seven runs without a fish, Is.id, ‘“‘I then waded out and rigged up a flying 
triangle’’—meaning, of course, that I waded out of the stream I had b en 
fishing, on to the bank, in order to fit up my tackle. So that it is ridiculous to 
draw conclusions based upon the supposition that I was fishing from the bank, 
‘fand perhaps a high bank.’? With regard to this hypothesis, I may use 
‘AL R.ILE, L.’s’’ own quotation— 


‘¢T cannot find it; ’tis not in the bond.’’ 


Simi‘ar remarks apply to the absurd notion of my legs being in the way of the 
trout seizing the bait by the head, and therefore beirg caught on the tail hook. 
Surely, to any fair reader, this is a case of skittles set up in defiance and bowled 
down ruthlessly ; and so it is with a large portion of the remaining remarks, 
which the writer promised should be as much to the point as possible. How- 
ever, as I have neither time nor inclination to go more in‘o detail, I will only ~ 
repeat that my knowledge of minnow-fishing is very slight, and that, so far as 
it goes, my experience (whether with bad tacsle or unskilful handling) is to the 
effect that fish sometimes follow a bait several yards, run at.it, grab it, and 
occasionally even rip the tal off, without getting hooked. For such reasons, 
whether rightly or wrongly, I have used a tail hook, and I, in my ignorance, 
simply asked a question from one who, unlike myself, professed a certain pro- 
ficiency in the artistic use of the minnow. 

In answering my simple queries, which were quoted in last week’s paper, is 
it fair (and I appeal to all readers of the GAzETTE) to assume confidently— 
(1) that I was fishing from the bank, and that wading was the accident which 
brought me success ; (2) that seven flsh ran at my bait without ever touching 
it; (3) that the eighth fish seized the bait by the tail because my Jegs were in * 
the way of the minnow’s head; (4) that [ ‘‘ started a doubt and opened a dis- 
cussion,’’? when I merely asked a question from a novice’s point of view, hoping 
to get a plain, simple answer; (5) that I should be accused of scepticism 
about a case of peich-fishiog which has absolutely nothing to do with the point 
at issue ? 

Lhope ‘A. R. I. E. L.’’ will excuse me when I say that these and some 
other miaor points, raised by him in his halfsbanteriag tone and forced jocu- 
larity, have deprived me of half the pleasure I expected to get from his 
answer to my questions. 

It my description of one particular branch of fishing (which has hundreds of 
devotees), written in a very plain, unpretending way, without any rhapsodies of 
word-painting, should suggest to ‘* A. R. I. E. L.”’ the captive toils of mythical 
or Biblical heroes, why, I can’t heip it; it amuses him without hurting me. A 
person with such a vivid imagination as that displayed by ‘*A. R. I. E, L.”’ in 
his last letter is probably capable of any flight of fancy. No fiction of his 
fertile brain would surprise me in the least. But does it not occur to him that 
his own ornate writing, with all that plethora of quotation and linguistic skill 
in describing his favourite art, has possibly suggested something even to my un- 
imaginative brain? I won't say what, lest 1 should give offence; but I fancy 
there are some readers of the GAZETTE who would endorse my simile very 
emphatically. ; 

However, I don’t wish to cross swords with ‘A. R. I. E. L.’’ ina wordy 
war, for he has far too many weapons at his disposal, and uses them too freely 
to give any crdinary person a fair chance. I am content to leave my letter and 
the answer to the impartial judgment of readers of the GAzeTre.—I am, &c., 

Hie, ELALL, 

P.S —With regard to wading, it may interest A. R.I. E.L.” to know 
that his advice and suggestions are most opportune. I had a very long and 
deep spell of wading through pages 188—191 of the GAZETTE. 


THE BALLINA SALMON FISHERIES. 

Srtr,—In a letter of yours contributed to the FisHinG GAzETTE and copied 
in the Lallina Herald of this week, I observe the following sentence :— 

‘The lease of the Ballina Salmon Fishery is held by a company, of which 
the Jate muchsrespected Mr. Little was the founder and manager.’’ 

This is a mistake—the late Mr. William Little was my uncle, and the 
manager before him was my father, Mr. John Little; but the Moy or Ballina 
Fishery belonged to my grandfather and his brothers, long before my late 
father and uncle were born. From the earliest period, as well as during my 
father and uncle’s management, the Littles treated anglers with generosity, 
though they did not always receive gratitude in return. 

Trusting you will excuse me for troubling you with these corrections,—I am, 
&c., LowtTHerR H. LITTrLe. 

Victoria Terrace, Ballina, April 2t. 


KELT OR FRESH-RUN FISH. 

Str,—I think ‘‘ Viator’? was too dutiful to the dictates of the keeper when’ 
he returned the fish to the river. I could not Say positively whether it was a 
fresh-run fish, a mended kelt, or a kelt, as your correspondent does not give 
the weight or girth of tne fish; he could have easily ascertained by simply 
pressing the fish and seeing if any roe was visible. I find keepers will very 
often pronounce a fish to be unclean for the sake of exercising their authority,. 
and in nine cases out of ten they cannot tell a clean fish from anunctean. A 
keeper in one of our rivers actually had the audacity to pronounce a salmon that 
I had hooked unclean because it had sea lice about it. 

Only last week I was called upon by the solicitor of our Board of Conserva- 
tors to pass judgment ona so«called kelt. I found that the fish had been: 








taken in the act of spawning and showed good sport, which ordinary kelts do 
not. 

Salmon spawn at different times in different localities.; in our district they 
are very late, and we have at present several fresh-run fish in the rivers with 
the kelts.—I am, &c., WILLIAM HEARDER. 

Plymouth. 

{We tbink our salmon-fishing readers will be surprised to hear that kelts do 
not afford sport —ED. ] 





THE COMING “FISHING GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 
S1r,—I notice there is to be another Tournament, at which, I think, [ shall 
compete. I would offer a few suggestions as to fineness of lines an d the use 
of real f sh-bait for some of the casting ; but I presume the fact that I shall be 
a competitor will preclude me from so doing.—I am, &c., C. 
[We do not see why it should preclude you, and are sure the committee 
will consider your suggestions carefully.—ED. ] 





SMALL GRAYLING OR GRAINING. ; 

S1r,—I think Dr. Simpson’s lucid letter quite settles this question. Pollan 
have been on sale here (Liverpool) in large num ers for several weess past, and 
the majority of them of a very small size indeed, and I have thought, with Dr. 
Simpson, that there must be something wron, in permitting fish of such a size 
to be taken. Perhaps Dr. Simpson will be good enough to say what the-e 
‘¢pollan’’ really are (they call them sa'mon pullan here), and why, with trout 
and char, they have been exempted from the ‘ close’’ clause of the Freshwater 
Fisheries Act of 1878. And what becomes of those that escape the netting ? 
Under what name do they next appear, and to what size do they grow? They 
put me very much in mind of samlets though the latter are protected, and the 
others, it would appear, are not, unless with the trout, 

INSPECTORS OF FISHERIES. 


I beg cordially to thank ‘* V ”’ for kindly sending me by post the name and 
address of this officer, But I am indeed surprised to learn there is cnly one 
inspector now. Surely the London anglers have not quietly or supinely per- 
mitted the dropping of one of these officers without knowing the reason why. If 
they have—well they have—that’s all a provincial need say, I suppose. But I 
don’t think the Liverpool anglers would let a matter of this importance pass 
without a vigorous protest.—I am, &c , 

: R. WoorFALtL, hon. sec. 

Liverpool Ang'ing Association, April 10. 

[ Pollan, trout, and char are not fenced with the coarse fish by the Freshwater 
Fisheries Act, because they are protec’ ed by the Salmon Acts ; they are in season 
when the coarse fish are out of season. London anglers have been alive to the 
necessity of having a speci:l freshwater fisheries inspector for some time past, 
and still hope to get one.—ED.] 





PRIZE-FISHING AND PEG.-DOWN MATCHES. 

S1r,— Kiud'y gran: me a small space in your valuable paper to reply to the 
not over-cou teous letter signed ‘‘1, W.’’ in your issue of the*7th inst. 

In the first place, the pike adventure related by me and the one of which 
«J. W.’’ seems to have been the hero may not be identical. 1 did not my- 
self witness the occurrence, but heard it related by one man to another in a 
certain place frequented by club members. If I recollect aright, the place 
where this comic scene occurred was stated tv be the towpath of the Lancaster 
Canal at Hest Bank. It is possible that I might be mistaken, but I came 
away with the idea that the said pike did take the first prize. However, if it 
did not, and both its captor and the man who was unselfish enough t> assist 
him were disqualified as ‘‘I. W.”’ alleges, this only strengthens my argument 
as to the selfishness and meanness displayed on these occasions, 

“¢J. W.”’ asserts that I must be hard to please indeed if I cannot find a club 
in Bolton to my taste, as there are so many of all descriptions. Will he give 
me the names of one or two that do not uphold that avomination, a peg-down 
match? Can he tell me the name of one that recognises a close time, and 
whose rules forbid the taking and weighing-in of spawning fish? Will he 
oblige me with the name of «ne that enforces a fixed standard, below which no 
fish may be weighed in? And, if so, what is that standard? Surely there 
must be at Jeast one club the members of which possess a little sportsmanlike 
feeling in a town so large as this. 

Will «J. W.”’ kindly inform your readeis whether or not the next math 
fished by the Bolton Anglers will take place at a time when coarse fish ought 
to be fenced, and when no true sportsman wou!d take them, viz., Whit Friday, 
the 18th of May ? 

Am [ not right, ““T. W ,”’ in saying that the perch caught and weighed in at 
these matches will not average three ounces each—probab'y not two ? 

With regaid to his assertion that I am ** too selfish and penurious to support 
a subscription water,’’ allow me to inform him that I subscribe to two waters, 
ane, take out a licence as well.—I am, &c., HARELUG. 





PRIZE-FISHING. 

Srr,—After carefully reading Mr. Woolfall’s letter, I can come to no other 
conclusion, than that it is not the pleasures of angling and of social intercourse 
that biing members of clubs to,ether, but simply theie desire for prizes 
What a poor opinion of the disciples of dear old Izaac Mr. Woolfall has. 
Compare letters that appeared in this paper some time since, wherein it was 
claimed for the club man that he is contemplative, a lover of angling - ure and 
simple, and of nature, with Mr. Woolfall’s, which amounts to this : that 95 per 
cent. belong to clubs fur the sake of the prizes. Verily, Mr Editor, your propliess 
has, according to Mr. Woolfall, been fulfilled. Prizes have turned anglers into 
pothunters. 3 

{ read, with some slight amusement, ‘* Roacher’s”’ let‘er on the personal 
doings of myself during the time I was a member of an angling society; but 
as I have not kept a detailed account thereof, I am afraic his evident anxiet 
for personalities, which have nothing to do with the question at issue 7 
remain unsatisfied. ite 

The postscript to his letter is a conundium tome. What does it mean Pak 
am, &c. 

RAVE 

[It seems pretty clear that if the chance of getting a prize of ms fe i 
the only thing which induces some men to go out fishing, they are not anglers 
from the love of the sport—the catching of fish is only the means to the ceal 
end in view, i.e., the catching a prize; in other words, they are pot-hunters 
and not anglers. At the same time it would be absurd and false to state that 
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every man who fishes for prizes is a pot-hunter. We know personally first-rate 
sportsmen who like now and then to try their skill against other anglers, and 
who enter for a prize occasionally, but they would not fish one day the less ina 
season even if the whole prize system were done away with; in fact they would 
not care in the least if it were.—ED. | ; 





FISH UNDER ICE. 

Srtr,—After the terrible dig you vave me in your last I hopeyouwillallowmeto 
reply. Firstly, then, we know tench, carp, and eels hibernate in the winter, and 
the more severe the frost the deeper they bury themselves, and for the life of 
me I cannot see of what use air cou'd be to the above-named buried from 6 
inches to 3 feetia the mud. Inthe depth of winter it requires great force to 
send an eel-spear down far enough into the mud to fix the eels between the 
prongs. At least, so I have fuund it. A mere job would be sufficient in the 
summer time. 

You really do not mean to say the above-named leave their snug and warm 
quarters, swim to the holes, and breathe the air? If they don’t, how can they 
possibly be acted upon by the atmosphere from outside? Secondly, a very old 
man, but Jong since dead, told me he has seen a waggon and horses cross the 
river Trent on the ice, and I know this is a fact. : 

For very long distances no human being in such weather would have the 
slightest occasion to cut holes in the ice. It is a very unpleasant job, not to 
say dangerous; for no matter however careful you may be in using your 
hatchet, you are very liable to get your face cut, the ice being s> brittle, and 
you cannot cut it like a piece of cheese, Mr. Editor. Breaking it would be 
entirely out of the question when it is a foot thick. 

Take the stretch of water from Muskham Ferry to Carlton. There are two 
houses at Collingham Ferry; the owners of these houses have their own pumps. 
Even they would have no need to break it: cattle, sheep, and horses are safely 
housed in the homesteads. 

Traversing the banks-all alone, crunching the frozen snow underneath your 
heavy boots, nothing to be seen but naked trees and snow as far as the 
eye can see, you might imagine you, were in Russia—you might go out for 
days without secing asoul ‘Talk about airholes! Why, it would take twenty 
men a whole week 10 cut holes Jo yards apart all ways between the two points 
I have named, the siver here being from 80 to 100 yards wide. 

Supposing you cut two holes at Carlton Ferry, what distance do you think 
the air enterinz—mind, it is freezing sharp it would have to look alive—those 
two holes would supply the fish with the air necessary to prevent suffocation ? 
Should like to know. 

I hope you will take these observations, Mc. Editor, in the spirit in which 
they are intended ; but you must really excuse me when [I say you have failed 
to convince me. 

You must knew perfectly well there are various places on the globe where ice 
is found 20 feet thick, where you could not break it with a hatchet every day ; 
and yet there’s plenty of life underneath this congelation At the same time, 
you surely do not mean to tell me that air could ever penetrate through such 
a solid mass as that ? 

You seem to forget, Mr. Editor, water does not follow the general law, and 
beconie more dense as its temperature is lowered; if it did a continued frost 
might, and no doubt would, congeal it from the surface to the bottom. Then 
Ihave no doubt all the organised tribes inhabiting the water would be 
destroyed.—Iam, &c., Mark ANTONY. 

[Does ‘* Mark Antony’’ think when the Trent is frozen over there is no 
stream under it bringing fresh water to the fish? We repeat, that if a body of 
water containiag fish is cut off from all contact with the air by a covering of 
ice, the fish will die as soon as they have exhaus'ed the oxygen in the water. 
Doubtless, ‘‘ Mark Antony’? knows that he can keep fish in an aquarium 
without changing the water if he has a proper growth of water plants. Allhe 
need do is to add water to make up for evaporation. The splendid aquarium 
at Berlin is managed on this principle. Now, let ‘‘ Mark Antony ’”’ take such 
an aquarium and put it where the water will freeze on the top ; he will find his 
fish will begin to get uneasy, and will die if he imprisons them long enough. 
If a stream runs into a pond or lake it may be sufficient to keep the fish alive 
(and it is only in long-continued frost that they die), because in the winter so 
much air is not necessary. If he covered his pond or aquarium with g ass in 
place of ice he would find very soon that fish cannot live without air, and that 
if they are in a place from which air is excluded their existence will depend on 
the length of time the air shut up with them will support them. As regards 
eels, we recorded in the GAZETTE a year or two ago some instances where they 
left their winter quarters and came in thousands to the surtace for air, wandering 
about in search of an air-hole. Like humans they want. their ‘‘ blow-holes’ 
when they are subjected to foul air like that distilled. by the Underground 
Railway —ED.] 





A LATE SPAWNING SEASON. 

Srr,—It may inter: st your readers to know that perch have not yet spawned. 
A friend of mine caught on Monday (from a _ gentleman's private water) a 
number of perch, also some fine tench (four weighing 11 lb.), besides roach in 
splendid condition. No sign yet of spawning. Being only taken for sport, all 


but the tench were put back. Do we not, M¥. Editor, begin the close season ~ 


far too early >—I am, &c., A. J. PoRTER. 


Crampton Road, April 24. 

P.S.—We are now close into May. Perch, tench, carp, chub, bream, and 
roach not yet spawned, and from appearance will not for some time fo come. 

[Perch in the Thames have spawned, or begun to do so; but roach are not 
showing any signs yet—the cold spring has made them late. Carp, tench, and 
bream do not spawn until June or July, chub generally in beginning of May. 
We should be glad to get two or three dozen live perch which haye not 
spawned for our Lund hatching box.—Ep.] 


FISHING IN YORKSHIRE. 

Srr,—J. T. W. Andrews might do worse than go to Bolton Bridge, where 
vis tors at the Devonshire Arms and, I think, the Red Lion Hotel can fish 
free through the park and woods to Baden bridge—three miles. Plenty 
of trout, about 4 to the pound, and lovely country. 

Before going, he might make further inquiry of the hotel keeper, or 
Whitaker, the water keeper and fisherman there.—I am, &c. 

Warcuer. 

P.S.—Skiptonis the post town. Only artificial fly allowed. 

Tipperary County Club, Clonmel. 


ee eee 
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FISHING NEAR SEATON, DEVON. 

Sir,—Could you oblige me with information respecting the trout-fishing in 
the river Coly, near Seaton, Devon; price of tickets, if any, ani to whom to 
apply ?>—I am, &c., GRANNOM, 

[We thiok the fishing isall preserved, but a stamped envelope with address 
enclosed with aninquiry to the postmaster at Seaton or Colyron would elicit 
the facts. Perhaps some reader can help our cor espondent. He would get 
better fishing in the Axe which is a'so strictly preserved, and the associations 
are not liberal to strangers.—ED. | 





FISHING AT COWES. 

S1r,—In answer to ‘‘ Mark Antony’s ’ request for information about fishinz 
at Cowes, the only fishing that | know of is in the Solent and the rivec 
Medina. Inthe riverI have during the summer months caught several fin> 
bass. Thelargest weighed 7} 1b. The average size of the fish was rather 
larger than Thames perch, a fish they somewhat resemble in f»rm though not 
in colour. The tackle should bs similar to that used when barbel-fishiag with 
afloat. Nottingham tackle would answer the purpose very well ; bait with 
worms taken from the mud or sand of the sei-shore These are called lugg or 
rag-worms. Shrimpsare also a good bait; but the best bit of sll, I believe, 
is a Jive sand-eel. I found that the best time to bogia to fish was about two 
hours before high water. Af er the tide turned the fish generally ceased to 
feed. I always fished from a boat, and would row some distance up the river 
from Cowes. choose some quiet spot near a creek where a stream of fresh 
water ran into the river, and here anchor the boat. When fishing it is necessary 
to keep the bait an inch ot two from the bottom, as the crabs will be found 
troublesome if they can reach it. I have no doabt that bass might als> be 
caught in the river with a spinning-bait. ani they may also be taken with a fly. 
I believe that fishing in the Solent, off Cowes, is not considered very good.— 
fam), é&c., kK. D. E. 


SEAL’S FUR AND OTHER FURS. : 

S1r,—Seal’s fur seems to be scarce at the tacklemakers. Could I buy it of a 
furrier in small quantities, and dye it sccording to Blacker? What kind should 
I ask for, and probable price per ounce ; best furrier and address ; and—it not 
trespassing too far on your time, toanswer the same question as to other furs 
used in fly-tying.—I am, &c., T. K. WOLFE. 

[The Post Office Directory will give you the addresses. We cannot recom- 
mend any furrier in particular.—ED. | 





: CARP. 

Srm,—Althongh it is now the close season, isit not the fact that April, May, 
and June are the best months for taking these fish? I refer to pond-fishing. 

In Pennell’s ‘‘ Bottom or Float-Fishing,’* he advises brandling worms as 
bait. On making an inquiry at Price's, in Seymour Street, if he would be Jikely 
to have some brandlings a short time hence, as I intended to have some carp- 
fishing, he said, ‘‘ Yes; but you ought to have Jobs.’’ And others I have 
questioned have mentioned as baits, ‘‘boiled green pea”’—this, I know, isa 
bait advised by you, Sir; other's say ‘‘ paste.’”’ Now which amongst these is 
the correct thing, or are they all as good as each other? If you will kindly 
answer these few queries I shall feel much obliged.—I am, &c., 

Joun J. Hargis. 

[All the baits mentioned are very good. Mashed potatoes on a fine triangle, 
in a place which has been judiciously baited some days previously with bits of 
boiled potatoes, will often kill well. A little butter should be added in mash. 
ing. Carp feed chiefly in the warm months. Perfect quiet and ‘‘fine and far 
off*’ fishing are essentials in carp-fishing.—ED. ] 


ANGLING ASSOCIATION FOR BATH. 

S1r,—Having noticed a letter in last week’s FISHING GAzETTE. headed as 
above, from Mr. Wiltshire, I write to say that I quite agree with him in every 
respect as to the advisability of putting a stop to the illegal fishing complained 
of. Some of the members of the association that I have the honour of being 
secretary of can testify to the remarks of Mr. Wiltshire as to the feeding of 
pigs with fish so caught. I should think that it would be one of the best 
things that could possibly happen in the interest of the anglers of Bath and 
Bristol and the neighbourhood round about the river Avon to have it preserved, 
if the interests of the several gentlemen who, asI believe, have the sole right of 
the fishing right and left of the river which for several miles runs through their 
estates, can be bought. Now, I believe there is a tradesman in Bristol wbo 
has the conditions whereby this can be secured. I should imagine there were 
anglers enough in and around Bath and Bristol who would willingly pay a few 
shillings yearly to preserve it from this illegal fishing. I quite agree with him 
in respect to calling a meeting of all the members of all the angling associations 
who would like to attend at some central place most convenient for the mem- 
bers toattend such meeting ; and if they cannot induce anglers to join in having 
the water preserved, they may be induced to form a protection association and 
start a fund to prosecute those persons who persist in illegal fishing and netting. 
Anything the City of Bristol Angling Association can do to co-operate with 
any other association to put a stop to it they will cheerfully do. The subject of 
the letter will be brought before our committee meeting for discussion, and 
anything we can do to enable the Bath anglers to start an association we will 
most willingly do.—I am, &c , . H. STANTIAL, 

Hon. Sec. City of Bristol Angling Association. 

[Poaching always disappears where anglers combine in earnest. We hope 
Mr. Stantial’s offer will be accepted by the Bath anglers. Even if the union is 
confined to a joint stand against noaching it will be an immense benefit to 
anglers of all classes, and we trust the matter will not be allowed to fall 
through. Set the ball rolling by getting even half-a-dozen anglers together, 
and if they are in earnest the mole-hill will soon be a mountain. A good lead 
is all that is wanted, and then anglers will fall in by scores and hunt the poach- 
ing element out of the county, and then wonder the thing had not been done 
years ago.—Ep. ] 


Gronce JAmzs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen., Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 














SOME INTERESTING PARTICULARS RESPECTING THE 
GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
MESSRS, WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS (Limited), of Duke Street, 
Stamford Street, S.E., are the sole contractors for the Official Cata- 

logue of the above. 

The Official Catalogue will not be a mere list of exhibitors, but will 
contain generally such details as will tend to make, from the unique 
and valuable facts and statistics given, an important and authorita- 
tive work of reference. It will include short prefatory papers on the 
several classes, written by the first authorities in the country, as well 
as Statistics and particulars in relation to the foreign countries ex- 
hibiting, dealing among other subjects with the value of fish caught 
in each country ; the varieties of fish sent into foreign markets; the 
tonnage ; the carrying trade; the rise in importance of new ports; the 
locality of the fishing grounds; the consumption of fish in each 
country, especially among the poor; the number of men employed in 
the sea fisheries; the action of each Government in relation to the 
well-being of fishermen; the State aid afforded them (if any); the 
protection of their rights and privileges; and any c>-operation for 
mutual help among them, such as benefit societies, &c. 

The Executive Committee for the Fisheries Exhibition has reserved 
to itselfthe sole right of compiling and publishing the General Official 
Catalogue. No othercan possibly be issued besides the one referred 
to in this communication. 2 

Exhibitions ofa like nature to the one now under consideration have 
already been held with marked financial success at Berlin, Norwich, 
Tynemouth, and Edinburgh. At the former city such an Exhibition 
was only open for ten weeks, and was visited by nearly half a million 
persons. The population of London and its suburbs is now about 
5,000,000, that of Berlin is only 1,100,000. It is safe to assume that, 
during the period of not less than six months for which the Exhibition 
will be open, it will be visited by more than one million persons from 
London alone, without taking into account the large influx of visitors 
from the country and from foreign parts—which we know, from the 
extensive railway and steam boat arrangements that are in progress, 
will be immerse. 

It is hoped that Her Majesty the Queen wiil be graciously pleased 
to open the Exhibition in person; H.R.H. the Prince of Wales is its 
President ; and their Royal Highnesses the Dukes of Edinburgh, 
Connaught, Albany, and Cambridge and Prince Christian, head the 
list of Vice-Presidents, which contains the names of the most eminent 
men inthe kingdom, including the Prime Minister, the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and other members of the Government. 

The Exhibition will be inaugurated with great pomp on the 12th of 
May :and as the executive work is in the hands of a skilled and ex- 
perienced staff, it has in it every element of a great and assured 
success, and will rank in brilliancy and importance with the great 
International Exhibitions of former years. As usual at such Exhibi- 
tions, Government and other medals, in gold, silver, and bronze, and 
State Diplomas of Honour, will-be awarded by an International Jury. 

The Exhibition buildings stand upon twenty-three acres of ground 
in the Horticultural Gardens—the most favourable locality in London 
for such an Exhibition—within five minutes’ walk of a railway station. 
In the open spaces in the Gardens there will be large tanks, con- 
taining various descriptions of live sea and fresh-water fish, life- 
saving apparatus, fountains, full-size fishing boats and life-boats, 
fish markets, &c. In the covered space, extending to considerably 
Over 300,000 square feet, will be exhibited, in sixty-one divisions, 
everything connected with sea and fresh-water fishing, the economic 
condition of fishermen, the preparation, preservation, and utilisation 
of fish, fish culture, the natural history of fish, and the history and 
literature of fishing, fish laws, and fish commerce. 

Incidentally it may be mentioned that among the British exhibitors, 
which number about I,oo00, will be the principal angling societies of 
London and the country ; and that the exhibition of stuffed fish will 
be the finest and most extensive ever brought together. 

With the co-operation of the Royal Zoological Society a collection 
of live animals and birds, destructive to fish, will be exhibited, in 
addition to which the principal taxidermists will send examples of 
such fish destroyers. 

There will also be a gallery of oil and water-colour paintings of 
fish, which promises to be a special feature of the Exhibition. 

A fish market will be held daily for the sale of fresh fish, at prices 
which have hitherto been unknown, at least in the Western suburbs ; 
and there will also be exhibited the finest samples which can be pro- 
cured of all kinds of fish—smoked, dried, tinned, cured, &c., and 
otherwise prepared for food. 

In connection with the cheap fish supply, the National Training 
School for Cookery will organise on an extensive scale, with the co- 
operation of the Fishmongers’ Company, a dining-room department, 
where such fish as skate, ling, haddock, herring, &c., will be cocked 
and sold at prices within the reach of the humblest. 

Lectures and demonstrations will be delivered daily in a theatre 
erected for the purpose, upon the methods of preparing the cheaper 
kinds of fish for the table. These and similar arrangements for 
cheapening the fish supply of the metropolis, and for directing 
attention to the cheaper kinds of fish and how best to cook them, are 
receiving the earnest attention of the Executive Committee, and 
cannot fail, in themselves alone, to attract large numbers of visitors, 

The Exhibition will be opened on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, and Saturdays, from 10 a.m. till 6 p.m., at a charge of one 
shilling. On Wednésdays, during the same hours, at half-a-crown, 
The entire buildings will be lighted by the electric light under several 
systems on certain evenings of the week till 10 p.m. This will 
require nearly 700-horse power, and will be the most extensive Ex~ 
hibition of electric lighting ever seen either in England or on the 
Continent, 
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The Governments of the following countries will officially take part 
in the Exhibition:—Russia, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, France, 
Belgium, Holland, Germany, United States of America, China, 
Japan, Greece, and Spain. Italy, Switzerland, Portugal, Morocco, 
Venezuela, Zanzibar, and other courtries will also send exhibits of 
special interest and importance. : : bs itll 

Among British Colonies and Dependencies which wi I take o cy 
part and be largely represented will be the Indian Empire, the 
Dominion of Canada, Bahamas, Ceylon, Newfoundland, Straits 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS . 


Mbecliiectmae @Enes@ 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATILE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 
In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 


Farmer can require to cure dizease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 
Euoyant condition :— 


Settlements, Tasmania, New South Wales, Nova Scotia, Western 
Australia, Heligoland, and the West Indian Islands. : 

The indoor space which will be occupied by these countries and 
colonies exceeds 150,000 square feet. It may be taken as certain that 
when the Exhibition is thrown open it will be found to containa 
systematic representation of the fishing industries of the world, 

International Conferences and Congresses will be held in the Royal 
Albert Hall, which has been lent for this purpose to the Fisheries 
Exhibition by the Duke of Edinburgh, acting on behalf of the Council 
over which he presides, ; FP," 

It is surely unnecessary for us tozpoint out to our many advertising 
readers the many reasons which mustmake this Catalogue an invalu- 
able vehicle for their advertisements. 


~be had separately. 


British Empire. 





NEVER ask a woman her age—that is, notthat woman. Ask some 


other woman, 





DAY, 
22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W., 
AND WANTAGE, BERKS. . 


“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, aud Ewes Lambing. 

* GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“ RED\DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and "wes, &-. 

* RED PASTE BALLS,” fer Conditioning Horses, 

“ BRONCHOLINE,?’’ for Husk, Hose, or Cough. 

““GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

“ ATCOHOLIC ETHER,?’’ for Colds and Chills. 

“ CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhea in Lambs and Calves. ‘a4 
Pric2 of Chest, with “‘ Key to Farriery,”’ £2 16s. €d., carriage paid. Hach artic’e can 


Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 


Bottles and Packets. 


SON & HEWITT, 











What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously ard Skilfully Administered. 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Jun2, 1332, 


DEAR 51r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives——Yours truly, Jno. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr. H. S. Park. 


suffering acutely foc weeks from this, and have never been trou5led since.—Yours truly, Frevx, Tuempson, auctioneer. 


H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to assure you that I received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHeuMATISM. 


St, Ann’s Place, Manchester. 
I had been 


H. &. PARE’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD! BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqual fied Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


MAGNETISM, 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


* 


; . 7 , ; Bishop’s Court, Mauchester, Jan. 20,1880, ~ 
Dear Sie,—I can certainly say that I derived great bexetit from the use of your Magne ic Appliances.—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER. - 


H.S§. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘* Exc<ss,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm:, Bron- 


JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 
PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES: 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 
GREY DRAKES. 


Which are still bcing dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, andcan only bs obtained at the oldshop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 


JAMES OGDEN’S 
MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estination in which they are 


Jee Rg UO Ds 
held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which sce Artic'e in FisHtnc Gazette of March 18, 1822, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 





Second Edition. Revised and Enlarged. 
Price 6d. Post-free '7d, 


THE ANGLER’'S 


POCKET DICTIONARY 


OF 


TROUT FLIES, 


THEIR SYNONYMS. 
By WILLIAM. SANG. 


To be had of W. WARD, Publisher, Barnard 
Castle. 


OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 
ee J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words *‘ Dr. J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.”? See decision of 
Vice-Chan: ellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
July 16, 186. Numerous testimonial, from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 


From W. C. Witktnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 

“IT consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: tbe benefit is very marked indeed,” 

Sold in hottle-, rs, r4d.,. 2s. 9d., and qs. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 


8 le Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
: Rezsseil Street. Y7.C. 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — This Day.—- 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’clock, p.m. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—Electric Ex- 
hibition.—Oa and after THIS DAY, and during the 
run of the Electrical E- hibition, the Charge for Admission to 


the Royal Aquarium wiil be 14 WO SHILLINGS after Six 
o’clock p.m, - 


| bet AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
\. Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 
prairie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr, 
Bob White. These, the most extraordinary performing 
horses in the world, are engaged at enormous expense, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10.30. 





The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. Hy moving small catchat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set gcing again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemenis, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Forwarded free. 


The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screwe 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers. 
pil warranted of finest quality, Price 7s.6d, Forwarded 
ree, 

















FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassecks, Sussex. (stab. 1870.) 


chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength.—-H. S. PAK K, €0A, Metket Street, Manchester. 





KING'S _ 


~ |FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 


Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuine GAzErtg, 
“A, R,I,E.L.,” and other leading anglers, 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and18 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


HATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 


In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postage 
extra. 


To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co., Great. Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. Joha 
Street Koad; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street 3. 
Read, Goldsmicth’s Row, London, i 
ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 
Rice, Norwich. Ramsbottom, Manchester. Perry, Read- 





ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield. _Hardy, Sheffield. . Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley. Boots, Hull. Slater, Newark, 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOcK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 


MAIDENHEAD, COOKHAM, and BRAY 
THAMES ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 





By tere Annual General Meeting of the Association will take 
place on Saturday, April 28th, at 3 o'clock p.m., at 

Skindle’s Hotel, Maideuhead Bridge, and on same day, at 

5 p.m., the annual dinner of members and their friends. . 


ONDON and COUNTY ADVANCE ‘and 
DISCOUNT COMPANY (Limited). <ag 
Cash advances from £10 to £500, without pre= 
liminary fees, or deduction for interest, for short or 
long periods, repayable by easy instalments, at 
moderate rates, upon personal security, life policies, 
Furniture without removal, deéds, shares, bonds, &c. 
Bills discounted. Forms gratis. Offices, New Courts 
Chambers, No. 57 and 58, Chancery Lane, E.C. 


JOHN STONE, Secretary. 





Nutting& Co, Birming> _ 


May 5, 1883] _ 
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THOUGHTS ON THAMES TROUTING.—LUCK. 


, 


By J. P. WHEELDON. 


NOTHER week or so, unless this winter weather lasts, and. 


Thames trout-fishing, at once the most fascinating and un- 
certain sport in the world, will be again in full swing. Perhaps 
there is no prouder boast that an angler can make than when he is 
able to say, “I killed once upon the Thames—fair and square you 
know, old fellow, fair and square, and no silver hook—a 10 lb. 
trout.” It isan achievement that will live in his recollection just 
so long as memory lasts. Compared to salmon-fishing, and 
bearing in mind the great relative distinction in the class of tackle 
employed, Thames trouting, or rather the successful accomplish- 
ment thereof, is just as far in front as killing a 12 lb. barbel is to 
the process of eating him. Don’t, however, imagine, that I want 
to deery salmon-fishing—far from it; or fancy that my remarks 
are dictated on the sour grapes principle, because I can 
assure you they are not. I simply mean to assert, and I do so 
very distinctly, that the art and skill and mystery necessary to the 
difficult task of killing an 8 or a 1olb. trout in the thick of a 
Thames lasher, that, too, on the fine tackle absolutely necessary 
_ use, is as far in advance of killing a 20 lb. salmon as light is to 

ark. 

Take the word of one who has successfully piloted more than 
a single specimen fish to shore, that it is next to impossible to 
use too fine tackle. It is quite impossible to have too dainty a 
bait, or if it bea shining lure, one that works too accurately. “At 
the same time, I admit with the greatest amount of freedom that 
it occasionally happens that’ some superlatively splendid and 
artful specimen of the great Thames ferox, one that has success- 
fully resisted season after season the assaults of some of the very 
best anglers living, falls victim at last to the wiles of an errant, 
clumsy duffer. I have seen this reduced to practice over and over 
again during a fairly long life’s experience. All that one can do 
is to shrug one’s shoulders, and say, ¢ Ja Dundreary, ‘‘ Well, it is 
one of those things that no fellow can understand.” 

I recall a case in point. I could cull from the tablets of my 
memory a dozen such if it were necessary; but one is quite 
sufficient to po'nt the moral, whether it adorn my tale or no. 

Eight or ten years ago now I knew -of the whareabouts of a 
terribly heavy fish, and long before the trouting season com- 
menced I had the delicious satisfaction of seeing him roll up, 
over and again, and commence his splendid and vigorous dash, 
many times repeated on a fine sunny morning or warm spring 
avening, after his prey. I vowed that grand trout should be mine 
own, Staking my perseverance, time, and money against his 
iatural cunning and artfulness. I suppose if he weighed 1 lb. he 
lid good 12, and it might have been a bit more. He _ had -for 
iome an utterly unlikely bit of trouting water, as so many of the 
vest Thames fish have now-a-days, hurried as they are from their 
iatural habitats by the spluttering fuss, the noisy, detestable wash, 
churn, and bubble of the hateful Jaunch. It was in the thick of a 
leep, slow, pikey-looking eddy, at the tail of a little willowy ait, 
vhere the water looked a little chubby at certain places, as it 
an a trifle swifter round a projecting bit of bank or tree root, 
nd a good deal barbelly everywhere. But nota trusty place, for 
m all sides the stream was deep and heavy, without a symptom of 
hallow, and no likely-looking spawning ground for a mile or two 
p or down stream. Many a time when he was “on the ram- 
‘age,’ and making swarms of splashes as he rolled over and over 
he fly like a legion of Pips flying in all directions, have I heard 
assing boats’ crews remark on the presence of the big fish. 

“‘Crimey Bill,” one of a party of cockney oarsmen, shouted, 
ne sweet and tearful April evening—what nice people your 
loundsditch aquatics are, to be sure—‘ D’yer ’eer, stoopid, look 
t that there gallussed big jack.” 

_I-was at him on the morning of the glorious rst, and never left 
im for three days. I could depend upon that puntman—one of 
1€ very few upon whom one can place entire dependence—and 
new well that he would neither fish for the great trout himself 
t take others toa fish which I had myself spotted in the first 
istance. Say what you like, there is a great deal of rugged 
uth and honesty in your Thames puntman, and my experience is 
lat, In certain cases, itis not always a ramp after beerand ’bacca. 
‘hroughout those three days I never once had “an offer” even. 
was down again the next week, and sat over him another three 
ays. Result—ni/, Off and on, I tried that princely fellow 



















‘many hours. 


thirteen or fourteen separate days, both with spinning tackle and 
live bait. The only time that he gave me even the smallest 

chance was one very warm afternoon, when I was sitting, half 
asleep, in the punt, nodding over my pipe, with my patience 

entirely exhausted. Without the slightest warning, he slapped at . 
the live bait ; and, striking far too quickly in my hurry, I pricked 

him. Misericorde! The wound could not have been as big as 

a barn or as wide as a church-door, but ’twas enough; and, after 

that, good bye. The very last day that I tried him I took an 

acquaintance down with me, just, as he said, for an outing, ‘‘ and 

to see me fish.” When the monster splashed up, as he did, per 

usual, my friend—who, by-the-bye, couldn’t fish a bit, and probably 
never had arod in his hand before—turned a livid white, while 

beads of perspiration stood on his forehead. 

“ Great Scot!” said he, or rather he spluttered it out, with his 
eyes wide agape. ‘‘ For mercy’s sake—let—let—let me have 
a go.” 

No good two a-fishin’, sir, for one trout,” expostulated the 
puntman, with a deprecatory wave of the hand. Then, con- 
fidentially, ‘Just you sit down quiet alonger me, and havea 
seegar. Ef he’s hooked,” added he, winking at me, “you shall 
land him.” 

To cut a long story short, he wasn’t hooked—by me, at any rate; 
and, as he presently ‘‘ went down” after successfully driving a 
bait or two, I thought it was all over, and put my spinning rod 
down. Then my friend renewed his entreaties on the score of a 
personal ‘‘go,” and the puntman, I suppose, catching acqui- 
escence from my look, very gravely and very carefully fitted up 
some stout pike tackle, and put a big wobbling roach on to the 
great clumsy flight. 

The aspiring troutist literally could not cast the bait, heavy as 
it was, more than a dozen or fifteen yards away from the punt; 
yet, to my horror, at the second or third cast, I saw the top joint 
pulled violently down, he, on his part, instinctively striking the 
fish a terrible blow; and my splendid trout was fiouncing and 
leaping on the top of the water at the end of the stout jack 
line. 

‘‘Gerrout o’ the way,” gasped my friend, jumping on to the lid 
of the well. “I’ve got him. Got him. Hooray! Gerrout o’ 
the way, I tell you.” And he began violently pulling the line in 
with his hand. In vain I begged him to let me take the rod. 
‘Nothin’ o’ th’ short,” he spluttered. ‘‘ Jolly sight better fisher- 
man than you.” Then, in. an instant, he moaned, “ He’s 
gone!” 

And he was. That glorious fish, over which I had wasted so 
Gone—ay ! and that, too, with a great brutal flight 
Gone, to fret and worry 





of jack hooks fast in his lovely throttle. 
out a miserable existence, through foul ill-luck, the arrant 
stupidity of a duffer. Never again, J. Brown. Never again, if 
you live till your hair is white as snow on Alpine mountains, or 
indeed, do any of your family come trouting with a certain person. 
It may be that I may relent upon, say, the score of a bit of 
barbelling, or something in that line, but not trout, J. Brown— 
not trout, and Thames fish in particular. 

By way of illustrating the wearisome uncertainty of Thames 
trouting, I will add one more little jotting. There is a certain 
very deep eddy running down from a_ shallow, and situate exactly 
opposite to the entrance of Sunbury Lock cutting. This eddy in- 
variably holds one or two good trout, if not more; and three or 
four years ago there were five fish there, one among them being 
literally a monster. I heard awful tales about him—he was 
twelve, he was sixteen, nay, twenty pounds’ weight, and swarthy 
puntmen whispered mysteriously, and in cautious fashion, with.a 
hand held discreetly before the lips, about his exact whereabouts, 
just in the same half-frightened, half-confidential manner with 
which a racing tipster puts one on to ‘‘a dead snip” at the corner 
of astreet. I wentto look one day, and sitting on the bank for 
an hour or two, I saw quite sufficient to convince me that there 
was a trout indeed, and such an one ag, if he fell to my jot, would 
make me a happy man for life. I shall not be contradicted when 
I say that, in fishing, at least, 1am not aselfish man. There is 
nothing that I love better than to have “‘a pal”’ of the right: sort 
with me in the punt, save, it may be, that I am happier when he 
gets his full share of sport. Thus, upon different occasions, I 
took three good men and true with me to have ‘‘a go,” as “J. B.” 
phrased it, for this mighty fish. John Knechtli was one, as good 
an angler as ever fisted arod. The Moorgate Street ‘ Otter’ 
was another, and he is by no means very small beer with the rod, 
as his numerous piscatory triumphs will attest; while the 
third chum was an old crony, unhappily sleeping his last long 
sleep now, and whose name! neednot mention. Well, they all 
saw him, and agreed with me that he was ‘‘a scorcher” of the 
very first water. Take my word for it that no men tried harder, 
or based their efforts upon sounder trouting principles, than we 
did. Moreover, no men had better tackle or appliances, while 
the puntmen were all day long on the alert, so as to be “up 
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sticks’ and away for the centre of the stream in the event of any 
of us being favoured witha run. 

Below.the hole, and sticking out from the bank, were a lot of 
old piles. A very dangerous place, and I always made up my 
mind that if I did hook the big trout he would assuredly start 
straight down for these piles, and that my only game would be to 
butt him with all my might, or at least so much of it as the tackle 
would bear, and so keep him out of danger. One day I gota 
pretty little three-pounder out of the hole. Another time ‘t The 
Otter”? got one much about the same stamp. Johnnie was the 
only man who got “nowt.” Yet he didn’t grumble, but merely 
said ‘‘chin-chin’’ over his whiskey, with perhaps a shade more 
emphasis while humming an air from ‘‘ Fra Diavolo,” slightly out 
of tune. : 

One day he and fsat in the punt—he midships, J in the parlour, 
and Captain Abraham Stroud in the stern. The ‘ Sunbury Big 
’Un ” had been havinga fight with unknown antagonists off and 
on all day long. Once or twice he came rollicking in close to the 
punt, and we all caught a quick, fleeting glimpse of his magnifi- 
cent proportions. He was a sixteen-pounder, and made my heart 
loose its moorings to come “‘into my mouth,” as a servant girl 
would say in the event of seeing a burglar, or a policeman’s ghost 
with a shadowy rabbit-pie fast gripped in askeleton hand. But 
do you think he would ever look at our baits, either spinning or 
rundown over him, attached to the most gossamer live-bait 
tackle ? Not he. He rolled over and round the lines, and I tried 
him with many artful dodges, of which I am somewhat a master ; 
but very vulgarly putting one tip of his tail to the tip of his nose 
he splashed down again, and we were left lamenting, with nothing 
but further “‘chin-chins ” to comfort us, or relieve the melancholy 
of our over-strained minds. 

At last we gave it up, fairly disgusted and tired out. Just as 
we were leaving the hole, William Milbourne came through the 
lock with his punt, piloting one of the best trout fishermen on the 
river. He had been up at the weir all day, and seeing Hunt pull- 
ing the poles up, he hailed us to ask whether we ‘‘had got the 
big ’un.” Asad shake of the head in reply, and then he said, 
‘“‘ Well, if you’re going away I'll try him for ten minutes.” ‘‘ Very 
welcome,” I shouted in response, and a few minutes afterwards 
his boat lay just where our punt had been. 

The live-bait tackle was run down over the hole, and half an 
hour afterwards that big trout was fairly hooked, and flying down 
stream, leaping and dashing out of the water every yard of the 
way he went. Unfortunately, he turned, and came tearing up 
stream again, making straight for the piles. Once there he was 
safe, and, sad to relate, soon broke away. 

‘* Hang them old piles,” said William to me afterwards ; “ we’d 
a killed him safe as an egg but for them, for my customer that 
day could killa big fish on a bit of cotton.” I believe it, too, 
and that is a fair sample of the luck of Thames trouting. 











RAMBLES ON THE RIVER LEA.* 


WitH DESCRIPTIONS OF ITS FISHERIES. 





By SEDGE WIttow. 


No; I: 


i is a great pity that London anglers so seldom think of spend- 

ing a week ortwo on the banks of the Lea. They fish the 
river on odd days and half-days all the year round; but so soon as 
they obtain a fortnight’s holiday, during which they could fish it 
as it ought to be fished, they rush off miles away into the country, 
and devote their attention to some stream with which they are 
only slightly acquainted. 

I am convinced that the Lea, as an angling river, is not half 

appreciated. The barbel, bream, chub, carp, and tench that its 
waters contain are allowed to multiply and grow fat year after 
year, without even a passing thought from the majority of anglers, 
and the ubiquitous roach-fisherman is almost the only kind of 
piscatorial sportsman ever to be seen on its banks. 
_ The Lea roach-fisherman is athorough sportsman. His tackle 
is of the finest and most fragile description; he despises gut, not 
because he cannot get it fine enough, but because it is /vo strong. 
To land a pound roach on tackle that would stand the rushes of 
a three-pound barbel is a very contemptible feat in the eyes of 
the Lea angler, and it is this commendable scorn for anything 
stronger than a single hair that makes him what he is—the king 
of roach-fishermen. 

I have lived close by the Lea nearly all my life. My aquatic 
accomplishments—swimming, rowing, and fishing—were all 
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acquired on this river, and my intimate acquaintance with its 
peculiarities and capabilities has emboldened me to attempt such 
a description of its fisheries as may be useful both to the ex- © 
perienced angler and to him who is desirous of cultivating the 
gentle art. ‘ 

Roach swims abound in all the Lea fisheries, and it would be 
waste of time to point them out. The roach. fisherman leaves his 
mark behind him, and wherever there isa good swim the grassis 
almost sure to be worn away by the constant friction of the box- 
seat and theangler’s fect. I have my Sowerbutt’s roach pole, and — 
can use it as well as most of the Lea roachers, but it would be 
presumption on my part to offer any advice to my brethren of © 
that ilk. I therefore address my remarks more particularly to 
the ‘ all round” angler, and I propose to start from the fishery 
nearest to J.ondon, working my way right up to Ware. 


No. 1.—THE WeiTr HovseE FISHERY. - 

This water runs through Hackney Marshes, between Lea 
Bridge and Stratford. Homerton, on the North London Railway, 
is the nearest station, but, on the Great Eastern line, Lea Bridge, 
Hackney Downs Junction and Clapton are all within easy distance ~ 
of the fishery. 

Bottom-fishing and fly-fishing are allowed all the year round, 
but the jack season begins on August 1st and ends with the last 
day of February. 

The annual subscription, including jack-fishing, is 15s. Tickets 
are issued to those who do not fish for jack at ros. a year, 1S. 
a day, and 6d. half a day. : i 

I cannot understand why this water is so persistently neglected 
by Lea fishermen. It is, at the outside, not more than five miles 
from the heart of London; it is full of fish, and yet it seems to 
almost escape the general notice of anglers. 

Occasionally some knowing individual comes down and has an 
enormous take. For instance, during the last season, 80 1b. of 


‘bream were taken bya single rod in one day; another well-known 


fisherman took 119 1b. of carp in one week. Such hauls as these 
are, of course, exceptional; but there are any quantity of bream, — 
barbel, carp, chub, and tench, besides the smaller fish, such as 
roach, dace, perch, and gudgeon. Eels are everywhere, and in 
fishing with worms they are a great nuisance. Two years ago, | 
saw a lad of fifteen, while fishing in this water for eels, take two — 
tench in less than half-an-hour—one weighed 331b., the other 
34 lb. : : 

At times, the White House water has a very uninviting appear- — 
ance. It assumes a brown hue, something like the ‘‘ pea-soup” — 
tint that a river has in flood-time; and the angler who sees 
this, without being aware of its origin, will probably do as I 
have many times done—turn on his heel and go home in disgust. © 
Let me give him a word of advice: whenever this brown stuff is — 
coming down, fish right in it. j 

There is nothing injurious in it: it is simply very fine sand, — 
through which water has been filtered, and which, during the ~ 
process of sand-washing at the adjoining waterworks, is allowed — 
to float off into the river.. The fish revel in it, because it is full 
of incipient insect life, and a worm dropped into the place where ~ 
it runs is greedily snapped up. The sand gradually sinks as it 
floats down the stream, and at the end furthest from the water- 
works the river is nearly always bright. : 

I think it very probable that the frequent appearance of this — 
“sand-wash’”’ and the ignorance of its nature may have‘ driven 
many subscribers away from the White House Fishery. ae 

Fine dace may always be had by throwing a fly from the gardens — 
attached to the house. ‘Two of the subscribers (Messrs. Bennett — 
and Hassam) frequently take six and seven dozen in an afternoon. — 
There are also large chub in all parts of the water. I have la 
several by dibbing with a live cockroach ; but there is so little 
cover that the greatest caution must be exercised. 

I cannot recommend the White House water to jack-fishermen. 
Whether they don’t like the sand-wash, or whether constant live- 
baiting has reduced their ranks, I cannot say; but the number of 
of jack taken here becomes less each season. , 

In other respects the fishery is deserving of a great deal more 
attention than it receives. The fish are remarkably shy, and the 
‘‘ fine and far-off’? systemis the only one likely to ensure success. 
Provided, however, that the swim be properly baited beforehand 
and cautiously fished, no angler will regret taking my advice and 
giving the White House a trial. 

When the sand-wash is running there is no better bait for roach 
than a bloodworm ; beware of your tackle, though, for you are ag 
likely as not to have a tussle with a barbel, bream, tench, or chub, 
and if so, woe betide your single-hair. 

I generally fish with marsh worms, and use chopped lobs for 
groundbait. I don’t exactly chop mylobs: I cut them up with a 
pair of scissors, and put them into balls cf clay, each containing 
about a dozen worms. After dropping a few of these balls into 
my swim on three consecutive evenings, I generally manage to 
find some fish there on the fourth day. < 
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| There is one great advantage in the swims at the White House: 
|they all rise at the end; and, consequently, the ground-bait re- 
‘mainsin them. Another advantage is that they are deep close in 
to the bank, and the angler can keep well out of sight—a great 
point in fishing the Lea. ; 

| Iwill just enumerate some of the principal swims, but it is 
almost impossible to describe their exact positions on account of 
the sameness in the appearance of the banks. There is scarcely 
a bush to draw the reader’s attention to. 

Starting from the Lea Bridge end, at the waterworks fence (on 
‘the Middlesex side), the first place is the tumbling bay. It can 
‘only be fished with a leger, but contains all kinds of fish. A flat 
lead should be used, otherwise your bait works into the side too 
much. From the tumbling bay there are shallows for forty or 
fifty yards, and then we come to a beautiful swim of about 
eighteen yards in length and seven feet in depth. It lies close 
‘in, and goes off to almost nothing at the end. So far as I know, 
this swim has no name; but it is easily found by plumbing, and 
will well repay fishing. 

__ All the other swims have names that have been handed down 
from generation to generation. 

Going towards the House there is the Friends, opposite the 
old tree in the bend of the river—a certain swim for bream. This 
Swim is on the Essex side; and after passing the bathing-place 
there is another celebrated corner, also on the Essex side, known 
as Clark’s Ditch Hole. Many large carp have been taken here. 

A little further on is Potatoe Hole, on the Middlesex side, and 
the swims now become very numerous, some of the best being 
Oven’s Mouth, Tinker’s Hole, The Garden Swims, The Rounds, 
ind the Porridge Pot. 

_ It is useless to say what each swim contains, because one never 
knows the kind of fish he is likely to get out of them. I have 

saken bream, barbel, tench, chub, roach, perch, and eels out of 

she same swim. Not all on one Occasion, but at different times 
n the season. 

The average depths of the swims is about seven fee’. The 
water is so open that their positions can easily be pointed out 
from the House, and the proprietor, Mr George Betesfcrd, or 
nis -son, is always glad to assist the inquiring fisherman. 

While at the House do not omit an inspection of the cases of 

ish, birds, &c. The fish were all taken from these waters; and 
-here are some wonderful specimens amongst them. 
' I may be thought to have spoken too highly of this water; but 
as I reside near it, and am constantly strolling along its banks 
‘either with or without my rod), I have had opportunities of 
seeing it at all times and seasons, and I am certain that it im- 
roves rather than deteriorates. There are two things for the 
igler to bear in mind—“ Bait the swim for two or three days 
refore fishing it, and keep well back from the water’s edge.” 
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A FISHERIES DIRECTORY. 


As advertisement of an important and long-wanted “ Fisheries 
_ Directory ” will be found in our columns this week. 

We beg to ask all secretaries of angling clubs who desire to be 
nrolled in this Directory to send full name and address of club 
o— 

THE Eprtor, 
FisHinec GAZETTE, 
12, Fetter Lane, 
London. 

Also addresses of all fishing tackle-makers and others who wish 

9 appear in the Directory are requested. 


a a 





ANGLING NEAR BARNARD CASTLE. 


‘ISHING has been poor here on account of the cold weather, the hush, 
ming the becks, and night-lines. Scarcely any flies have hatched 
ut yet; so far onlya few March browns, sky blue, and Grannom flies 
‘Te out, with red and golden spinners. 

I thought I had discovered a fresh substance for the bodies of flies 
ine strips cut from sea-weed), but though it looks beautiful, it was 
do tender when wet. The sea-weed was old—perhaps fresh-gathered 
hight be stronger. 

lg the sand martins have commenced operations up the dale 
2-day. 

There was skating here on March 29. Heavy snow on April 24. 
teady rain from the 27th ult. up to this day, which is bright sun- 
hine, but very cold, W. S. 

May 1, 
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THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—At the wish of 
‘shermen, Mr. F. Johnson, of the National Refuge Harbours Society, 
as offered to take charge of that body at the opening ceremony. 








THE INTERNATIONAL ANGLERS’ 
TOURNAMENT, 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL “ FISHING 
GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 





(In aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.) 


ae: Tournament will be held at Mr. Warner's Welsh, Harp, 

Hendon, on the Midland Railway, at one o'clock, on Monday, 
June 11. he price of admission is sixpence. Tickets can be taken 
for the Welsh Harp or Hendon Stations from St. Pancras and from 
the metropolitan Underground Railway stations—King’s Cross, Snow 
Hill, Aldgate, &c. We advise anglers to make sure of the train 
times, and also to note that more trains stop at Hendon than at the 
Welsh Harp Station, and Hendon is only a few minutes’ longer walk. 
As there is a long programme to get through, competitors are re- 
quested to pay the entrance-fees and give in their names and 
addresses on or before June 7. 


* * ¥ 


REGULATIONS, 


N.B.—Competitors can use their own rods, reels, and lines, but will 


have to use flies, weights, &c., provided by the management, in order 
that all may use a similar weight. 


Feet. Inch 
Limit in length forsalmon rods, i ae eC o 
Pr »,  double-handed trout-rods... Ae 14 6 
+t » single Ki ee ae a 12 6 
ae » Thames and Nottingham competitions 14 to) 


No allowance in points will be made for rods under the above 
limits. 
* * * * * * 
All the competitions, except the fly-casting, float-casting, and 
cheese-bait casting, will take place over the grass, 


ORDER OF THE COMPETITIONS AND PRIZES FOR THE 
SAME. 
FIRST COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITII SINGLE- HANDED 
FLY-ROD. 


Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 


* * ¥ * ® * * 


SECOND COMPETITION, 


AMATEUR COMPETITION, WITH SINGLE-HANDED FLY-ROD, IN 
THROWING FLY WITH GREATEST ACCURACY AND LIGHTNESS 
UNDER BUSHES. 


Two Przes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d, 


* * * * * * * 


THIRD COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH DOUBLE-HANDED 
TROUT FLY-ROD, 


Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * * * 


FOURTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR FLY-CASTING WITH SALMON Rop. 


Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * * * 


FIFTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES SIYLe, 


Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * * * 


SIXTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN NOTTINGHAM 
STYLE, 
Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * * * 


SEVENTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION (open to Thames and Nottingham style) in 
casting towards a fixed mark. The angler casting the bait nearest 
to the mark to take first prize ; the next best cast made by another 
angler the second ; and the third best cast by another angler to get 
the third prize. 

Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s, 6d. 
* * * * * * * 


EIGHTH COMPETITION, 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMFS 
STYLE, 


Two Prizes, No entrance fee. 


208 





NINTH COMPETITION. 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN 
NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


Two Prizes. No entrance fee. 
* * * * * et * 


TENTH COMPETITION. 


COMPETITION IN THROWING THE BAIT WITH FORKED STICK 
IN TEE WELSH HARP STYLE. 


Entrance fee, Is. 


Other Competitions may be arranged. 
+ * * * * * * 


In conclusion, we again remind our readers that the Tournament is 
to be held in aid of a most deserving society—the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Society—the object of which is to give help to cases of real 
distress amongst its members and their families. The small payment 
of one shilling per year confers membership in this society on any 
club angler, and we confidently hope that a principal result of the 
Tournament will be a large accession of new members. Offers-of 
Prizes will be gladly acknowledged by us. 


Three Prizes. 








A NEW WORLD. 

THE days are long gone by when it was thought necessary that a 
tradesman should live over his shop in the city, or even when the 
artizan of the metropolis knew little beyond the streets and houses 
which formed the scenery of his daily avocations. Everybody now- 
a-days is familiar with rural resorts, from the duke with seven or eight 
castles in different parts of the kingdom, to the little ragged bare- 
footed boy who is taken down for a ‘‘ day in the country,” through the 
benevolence of someone who has been so fortunate as to get “an 
appeal”’ into the Z’mes. But though our working population are 
familiar enough with the chesnuts at Bushey Park, and delight to 
wander amid the glades of Epping Forest, rescued with no slight 
labour from imminent destruction, and though their mental horizon 
has been enlarged by a recognition of the forms and experiences 
common to rural life, yet there is one vast tract of the world of nature 
which remains to nine hundred and ninety-nine out of every thousand 
a region unexplored. Few, very few persons, even of the most culti- 
vated class, know anything of the ocean and of the marvels it con- 
tains, except in what may be literally described as the most super- 
ficial manner, To take a sail for an hour or two in some crowded 
boat, off Margate or Brighton, to pick up a few specimens of seaweed 
and set them out carefully upon buttered paper, nay, even to cross 
from Dover to Calais, or from Liverpool to New York, is not to 
become acquainted with the secrets of the sea. Very striking and 
very beautiful, transcending even the imagination of him who con- 
ceived the dream of Clarence, are the contents of those wondrous 
recesses when once they are opened to mortal view. Who, for in- 
stance, that has seen a prawn sporting in an aquarium can forget the 
exquisite transparency of that lovely creature? Now, the whole of 
this integral portion of creation is thrown open by the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, which reveals to us the inmates of.the ocean 
depths, the rocky and sandy haunts which form their homes beneath 
the wave, and the crowd of birds which constitute their deadly 
enemies. Nor is distinctively human interest wanting to the scene ; 
on the contrary, the whole Exhibition is filled with the pathos of 
industry. The nets, the hooks, the flies, all the innumerable tackle 
of all countries and of all times tell an irresistible tale of patient 
labour, and appeal with peculiar force to the sympathies of the poor 
and industrious artisan, Such an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with a new world is not granted every day; and seldom, we believe, 
will anyone be found to visit the Fisheries Exhib.tion who does not 
carry away with him not only an increased knowledge of life in its 
aspects both below and above the surface of the ocean, but alsoa 
deeper interest and warmer feeling for that industrious and adven- 
turous class, the fishermen of the British Islands, 
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SALMON IN AUSTRALIA.—“ Australian news lately received gives 
the result of a very interesting experiment in pisciculture. In Sir 
Samuel Wilson’s fish-rearing establishment at Ercildoune, Victoria, 
a number of young salmon were hatched from eggs forming part of a 
shipment sent from England to New Zealand four yearsago. A 
number of these young salmon were placed in a pond, through which 
a stream of water was allowed to flow, and prevented from getting 
away to the sea by gratings at the outlet. These fish are now about 
17 inches in length, and this season one pair have deposited their ova 
in an artificial gravel bed at the entrance to the pond. These eggs 
have been hatched successfully, and 350 healthy young salmon have 
been reared, of which 300 have been liberated in one of the most 
suitable rivers in Australia for this fish, being one of the streams 
falling from the Australian Alps in Gippsland. The remainder of the 
young salmon are retained for observation. This experiment, having 
resulted successfully, leads to the hope that the efforts which have 
been made during the last eighteen years by the governments of the 
Australian colonies, and the energy, enterprise, and large expendi- 
ture of Sir Samuel Wilson, Mr, J. A. Youl, C. M., G. and other 
gentlemen, may before long be crowned with complete success, and 
that the introduction of the salmon may be as certain as is now that 
of the salmon trout and brown trout in Australian rivers.’—JZorest 
and Stream. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


- thought it a great pity that any gentleman should do so, as it did not 


| 





MAIDENHEAD, COOKHAM, AND BRAY THAMES 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION, 


THE annual general meeting of the members of this association was 
held at Skindle’s Hotel, Maidenhead Bridge, the head-quarters of the 
society, on Saturday last. In the absence of Mr. T. B. Sharpe (the 
Chairman of the Committee), Mr. J. H. Clark, J.P., was-voted into 
thé chair. There were also present—Messrs. B. Perelli-Rocco, W. G. 
Day (hon. sec.), F. H. Lemann, R. Nicholson, C. E. Jollands, W. H. 
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Brougham (Thames Angling Preservation Society), and A. C. Butler 
(Reading and District Association). A letter was read from Mr. T. B, 
Sharpe, who is not only very popular, but a great and energetic worker 
of the Association, expressing his regret that on account of the un- ~ 


satisfactory character of his health, he would be unable to attend the 
meeting, and would have to resign his position as Chairman of the 
Committee. A unanimous vote of thanks was accorded to Mr, 
Sharpe for his past services, regretting the state of his health, and 
hoping he would soon be able to come amongst them again. The 
report of the past year’s operations was adopted, from which it ap~ 
peared the progress had not been quite so satisfactory as in former 
years, through depression of trade, deaths, and removals. Reference 
was also made to the Association being represented at the forthcoming 
International Fisheries Exhibition, and to the part it had taken in the 
proposed new by-laws. Owing to the accidental poisoning of the 


Wycombe stream, the committee had not been able to purchase any ~ 


trout sufficiently large to throw into the Thames. The report con- 
cluded with an appeal for new subscribers, and with a hope the exer- 
tions of their friends would attain that desirable end. It was after-— 
wards resolved that Mr. E. L. Lawson be invited to accept of the 
position of one of the vice-presidents. The whole of the officers of 
the Association were re-elected, with the addition of the proprietor of 
the hostelry, Mr. H. Hoare, being placed on the committee, the 
former proprietor, Mr. A. J. Lewis, having been a great supporter of 
the society, and to whom they were largely indebted for its success, 


The opinion of those present was that the committee weuld stillretain — 


the name of Mr. T, B. Sharpe as their chairman, 


The meeting terminated with a hearty vote of thanks to Mr, J. B. 
Clark, J.P., for presiding on the occasion, and for his continued interest 


in the welfare of the Association. bake a 


The ninth anniversary banquet took place immediately after the 
meeting, at the same hostelry, under the presidency of Mr. W. H. 
Grenfell, of Taplow Court, one of the vice-presidents of the society. 
Amongst those present were—Messrs, W. Morris, W. B. Farr, J. H. 
Clark, J.P., A. Jupp, W. H. Brougham, F. H, Lemann, J. P. Wheel- 


don, B. Perelli-Rocco, F. A. Jones, R. Nicholson, A, Arrowsmith, © 


W.G. Day, A.C. Butler, Spender, and Brown. The dinner, which 
was placed upon the table by Mr. H. Hoare, was of the most recherché 


character, embracing all the delicacies of the season, including an — 
unlimited supply of strawberries. Ueder his personal superintendence - 


the various courses were well served up, and the wines were of choice 
vintages. ‘ 

In proposing the usual loyal toast, the Chairman referred to Her 
Majesty’s attachment to their favourite pursuit by consenting to open 
the Great International Fisheries Exhibition. 
gave the toast of the Association, referring to the report as an 
evidence of its work; and, in alluding to the floods, observed he had 


The Chairman then : 


himself seen a fish rising in the middle.of the high road. The 


dragging of the ditches after the stray fish was a good work, but a 
great expense to the Association. Mr. Grenfell concluded an inte- 


resting speech by remarking on the reckless speed of some of the 


steam-launches, and a hope that all would attend the Great Fisheries 
Exhibition. 


Mr, J. H. Clark, whose name was associated with the toast, in his © 
reply, said he considered it a great compliment in being called upon 


to respond, and deeply regretted the absence of Mr. Sharpe, who had 
always taken that position, and done it so well. He was happy to 
say the Association was going on pretty well, and they all worked 
harmoniously together. It had been reported that an angler from 
London had been down and caught two small trout, considerably 
under their regulated weight (21b.), and taken them away. He 


redound to his credit as a sportsman, ; 
Mr. W. Morris, in proposing ‘‘ Kindred Associations,” observed it 


% 


r 
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was not the first time he had proposed that toast and in having to © 


associate Mr. Brougham’s name, who they all knew had done so much 
good for the Thames anglers. Hereferred to the question of Lewis v, 
Lazard, which had been brought again before their local bench; but 
whether the private right in this case could be established it was 


difficult to say, but he considered some of the claims to private rights — 


were of a very shadowy character. | 
Mr. W. H. Brougham remarked the constant recurrence of replying 


4 


to the toast reminded him that he was getting older, and especially so — 


when he was told a few evenings back, at an angling club which had 
been established twenty years ago, that he had during that time 
replied each year to the toast of his society. 1 
proud to say he had been nearly twenty-five years officially connected 


with the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and, after enume- — 


rating some of its work, he would ask his friend, Mr. A; C. Butler, ‘to 
tell them something of the Upper Associations. é 
Mr. Butler then referred to the Association he was connected with, 


He was, however, — 


4 
’ 
‘ 


and that the result of its work in Reading was, it was no novelty at | 


the present time, as it used to be, to catch a 2 1b. trout. They had 


got a couple of breeding boxes full of the spawn of perch, and when — 
the young fish were turned into the river, those boxes would be used ; 


for carp and tench, ’ 
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The health of ‘‘The Chairman” was recéived with great enthu- 
 siasm, and 
Mr. Grenfell briefly responded. Me 
The only other toasts were—‘‘ The Press” and ‘‘The Visitors,” 
There was very good singing to intersperse the toasts, Mr. J. P. 
| Wheeldon, who is a great favourite at Maidenhead, coming in for the 
lion’s share and receiving loud manifestations of applause. 
Previous to the dinner, Mr. Wheeldon obtained the signatures of 
nearly all present to a petition in favour of giving to the Thames 
| Conservators increased power over the steam-launches, and in com- 
. pelling the owners to have the number of each launch prominently 
‘ hoisted. During the evening he addressed those present on the subject, 
| and also on the National Fish Culture Association, 
Bs 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
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READINGS in angling clubs.—On Tuesday evening, April 26, Mr. 
R. W. Hobden read his promised paper, ‘‘ The Chub: its Habits, 

' Haunts, and How to Fish for It,” the commodious club-room of the 
‘Hammersmith United Angling Club being fairly filled with members 

and their friends. Thechair was occupied by our old friend, Mr. P. 
Geen, Mr, Walters proving an efficient vzs-d-vzs in the vice-chair. 
Among the visitors present were Messrs. Starr, Bonvoisin, Mensom, 
and many others. Of Mr. Hobden’s paper it is impossible to speak 
too highly, and I only regret that space will only permit of my giving 
just a brief sketch of the points touched upon. 

Mr. Hobden, after having dealt with the very general distribution 
ofthe chub throughout the rivers and other suitable waters of Europe, 

the culinary merit in which it is held by the French and other 
nations, and the opinions on this point of some of the greatest authori- 
ties, from Izaak Walton to Soyer downwards, dealt with its habits, 
spawning, quickness of sight, and the general caution it exhibits in 
‘ spite of its well-known aimost omnivorous appetite. But perhaps the 
most interesting part of the paper was that which dealt with the 
various methods of angling for this bold-biting, hard-fighting fish, 
more particularly as applicable to the Thames fly-fishing, ledgering 
with worms, greaves, cheese, paste, &c.; Nottingham fishing, fine 
and far-off, with a pellet of bread (not paste); winter fishing with pith 
and brains, under the boughs; and, lastly, the readers’ favourite 
style, dapping or dibbing, with a bumble bee or grasshopper, &c., 
were each in turn described in a manner which kept the interest of 
_the audience keenly alive, and must have recalled to many of us the 
incident of some pleasant day’s outing on the broad bosom, or by 
the green banks, of dear old Father Thames. 

A number of gentlemen took part in the discussion which followed, 
and asked several questions of Mr, Hobden, which he answered off- 
hand in a manner which showed how carefully he had thought out the 
subject in its minutest details. 

A cordial yote of thanks to Mr. Hobden for his paper and to Mr. 
Geen for presiding brought the evening toa close. Mr. Hobden has 
kindly promised to re-read his paper during the present series of 
readings of the North-Western District Alliance. Notice of date, 
place, &c., will duly be announced in the FISHING GAZETTE. 

Again Readings in Angling Societies, North-Western District 
Alliance.—On Monday evening, 3oth ult., at the Stanley Anglers’ 
club-house, the Lord Stanley, Camden Park Road, N.W., Mr. C. P. 
Wheatstone presiding, Mr. H. Rose read a capital paper entitled 
«Some Observations on Fishes.” Mr. Rose’s paper dealt principally 
with the formation of fishes and their various organs and senses, 
together with their beautiful adaptation to the work they were 
designed to perform in {the particular element which an all-wise 
Creator has caused to teem with these useful, and in many cases 
beautiful, creatures as yet imperfectly understood and utilised—scales, 

teeth, bones, fins, blood, the brain, the heart, the gills or lungs, 
sight, taste, smell, hearing, and the great question of pain or no pain, 
or pain in a very much lesser degree. All were carefully gone into in 
a way that made it a matter of deep regret that the audience, though 
highly appreciative, was not more numerous. Among the gentlemen 
present who spoke upon points raised by the reader were Messrs. 
Wheatstone, Crumplen, Packman, Parsons, Marshall, &c. With the 
_ toast of “ The Visitors,” proposed in a most felicitous manner by the 
president, was coupled the name of Mr. Hillier, secretary North- 
Western Angling Club, Mr. Hillier making a suitable reply. Mr. 
Thomas Crumplen having added a few words about the grand 
International Fisheries Exhibition, and cordial votes of thanks passed 
to Mr. Rose for his most instructive and interesting paper, and to 
Mr. C, P. Wheatstone for presiding, the meeting was brought to a 
close in right orthodox style—viz., with a verse of ‘ Auld Lang 
e,? 

The Grange Angling Society has removed from the Grange Club 
and Institute to the Earl of Derby Tavern, Grange Road, Bermondsey. 
The meeting nights are the same as before—viz., first and third 
Thursday evenings in each month at nine o’clock. 

lam sure all readers of the FISHING GAZETTE will be pleased to 
hear that our good friend, Mr, Hatfield, continues steadily to improve 

in health. 

I have before me asample of the West Central Association’s new 
privilege card. The design is the same, the colour salmon, or nearly 

pink, and across it printed, in red letters, these significant words, 
** Not transferable,” which do not by any means improve the appear- 
ance of the card; but if their use is successful in putting a stop to 
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the frequent misuse of the ticket, this will be a very minor con- 
sideration indeed. 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee will take place at the Bald-faced Stag, Worship Square, 
Finsbury, E.C,, on Monday evening, May 7th, Mr. S. Morgan 
presiding. 

Mr. J. Clout, of the Berkeley Castle Tavern, Rahere Street, Gos- 
well Road, has obtained from the London, Brighton, and South Coast 
Railway a renewal of the popular Sunday excursions to Pulborough 
and Amberley, on the river Arun—rio miles’ ride there and back, 
through some of the most beautiful scenery of Surrey and Sussex—for 
the modest sum of 2s. 6d., children under twelve half-price. For 
further particulars apply to Mr. Clout, at above address. 

From a young friend and most enthusiastic angler, writing from 
Maldon, in Essex, just as I am closing these notes, I am in receipt of 
a letter containing the following :— 

** Just a few lines for your ‘Club and Other Jottings.’ A splendid 
salmon, weighing 16} 1b., caught itself in this river (Blackwater) on 
Thursday last, The fish jumped out of the water into a punt which 
was lying by the side of a yacht, in the cabin of which was a gentle- 
man, talking to the captain about painting the yacht, and they heard 
a noise going on in the punf, and looked, thinking they would see 
some little boys playing in it, as it was quite close to the shore, and, 
to their astonishment, there was this beautiful fish. Now, I want to 
ask a question or two, which, perhaps, you will kindly do through the 
medium of the FISHING GAZETTE. Do you think there are any more 
of these fellows there, and is it any use trying for them? If so, what 
is the best method of setting to work? If you will kindlyask these ques- 
tions you will greatly oblige yours, &c. 

‘*P.S.—I have a good salmon rod and a beautiful lot of flies.” 





WHEN THE ANGLER GOES A-TROLLING. 


The bell-notes o’ the bonnie birds ring 
When the angler goes a-trolling ; 

The chiding east wind droops his wing, 

And Summer trips the step of Spring, 
When the angler goes a-trolling. 


A whisper from the angel’s mouth, 

When the angler goes a-trolling— 
A melting whisper from the South 
Turns the intent of sun and drouth, 

When the angler goes a-trolling. 


The skies their fairest canvas spread, 
; When the angler goes a-trolling ; 
Relenting clouds float overhead, 
And tears and smiles alternate shed, 
When the angler goes a-trolling. 


Tears warm and generous bathe his way, 
When the angler goes a-trolling ; 

Smiles chasing them the live-long day, 

Kind sunbeams with sweet showers play, 
When the angler goes a-trolling. 


The white thorn wears a bridal wreath, 
When the angler goes a-trolling ; 
Flushes above him and beneath 
The flower-life of hill and heath, 
When the angler goes a-trolling. 


The river bears a richer freight 

When the angler goes a-trolling ; 
And in its passing flow of might 
Finds utterance to the new delight, 

When the angler goes a-trolling. 


Oh! dulcet as the poet’s rhyme, 

When the angler goes a-trolling, 
Dulcet and glad the river’s chime, 
A peean in the march of Time! 

When the angler goes a-trolling. 


The generous gushing of the springs, 
When the angler goes a-trolling ; 
The stir of song and summer-wings, 
The light which shines, and life which sings, 
Make earth replete with happy things 
When the angler goes a-trolling. 
THoMAS-Top STODDART 
(in “An Angler’s Rambles and Angling Songs”). 
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Groras JAmzs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invite 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he Mieigelt ike proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not, Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendalhooks. Prices 3 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen.; Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvrt.] 
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Ancholme District. 


The wind has been easterly during the whole of the past week, so nothing 
of note has beendone. I was outon the 28th ult. for about two hours, and 
caught two brace, which weighed nearly 41b., the largest 1} 1b. ; they were in 
good condition and cut quite pink. A batch of poachers were caught at work 
on one of Lord Yarborough’s becks last week, endeavouring fo snare trout. 
The ringleader was fined Ios. 6d. and ros. 6d. costs; the other five had each 
to pay Is. fine and gs. 6d. costs. The leading flies remain as reported last 
week.—THOMAS ForD, Caistor. 


Ballynahinch. 


Since last reports there have only been two rods on the above, who fished one 
dayeach, Captain Jackson yesterday.caught two salmon 12 and Io Ib. weight, 
and lost two. I fished on Monday, got one 12} lb. andlost two. I feel certain 
the next eight or ten days good sport will be got on the trout, there being so 
much east wind lately, which is very unfavourable for fly-fishing —WALTER 
BLACKADDER, 


Camel (Camelford). 

Fishing has been slight, owing to the very low water for the last two weeks. 
A few good baskets of trout have been taken, from 54 dozen, down to 3 dozen. 
Flies, blue buzz, with silver twist, Hoffland’s fancy ; red fly with gold twist and 
brown hackle. Weexpect some good fishing if we can g<t our usual Spring 
showers.—K1NG’s ARMS. 


Coquet (Weldon- bridge). 

The weather still continues cold, but still the sport is very fair. On the 27th 
Mr. Clarke, 5 brace; Mr, Matthews, 5 brace; on the 30th Mr. Ross creeled 
6 1lb.; Mr. J. Ashton, 44 lb.; Mr. E. Ashton, 4 1b.; Mr. EH, Lawson, 4 lb. ; 

fr. H. Clarke, 5 lb. On the tst Mr. W. Almond, 5 lb., all with 
fly. The red spinner is the favourite at present. Thetiver is in splendid 
condition.—A. GLASss, 

Dove. 


We have had another very inclement week—a great deal of rain, accom- 
panied by very cold winds aud comparatively little sun. I really don’t think 
matters have improved one jot since Ilast wrote. There never was a more 
unsa'isfactory spring than the present has been, piscatorially considered. Iam 
reminded of the poet’s words, where he says— 


** T am longing, ever longing, 
Longing for the May; 
Longing for the frequent rambles 
Where the hawthorn’s snowy brambles 
Scent the pleasant way.” 


This is just what it is. Here we are ‘longing, longing, longing,”’ and still 
the spring never comes. Iwish we could have a return of some of those 
gloiious Mays of old. Iam afraid they have gone never to return, and half 
the joys of angling seem tohave gonewith them. Trout are not rising freely. 
The copious rains have certainly done good to the river, freshening it up con- 
siderably, but until we get something milder in the shape of atmosphere sport 
will continue just as it is and nothing more—namely, poor. The dishes since 
I lust wrote have not averaged above four brace per rod, and the best killing 
fly has been the yellow dun of April. The March brown still lags weari'y 
behindhand—indeed, there is comparatively litt!e fly on the surface at all. In 
fact, to make a long story short, the general outlook is depressing to a degree, 
and as I write it isthe 3rd of May.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). ‘ 


We had a fine rain. Jast Saturday and Sunday, which put fully three feet of 
water into the river, cleared out a lot of the diseased fish, and brought up a 
fairly good run of fine fresh fish. On Monday the river was in order for fly 
fishing in the Appleby and Langwathby districts; but I am told by anglers 
that 1rout were exceedingly shy, and that five gentlemen had only about 30 
trout among them. I fancy snow-broth and the bitter east wind had a good 
deal to do with the bad sport. About Wetheral the water was too thick till 
abcut 3 p.m, after which time Mr. J. B. Slater killed a score of very nice trout 
chiefly with the partridge hackle and inside of woodcock wing. On Wednesday 
Mr. William Routledge took 25 trout, and Archdeacon Prescott had 30.) ian 
hear of no success in salmon fishing, though itis grand weather for it. A Car- 
lisle angler tells me that, whilst fishing on Saturday evening, about a mile 
below where the Carlisle sewage is emptied into the river, he caught a trout 
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weighing 11 lb., which had inside it a tapeworm 16 inches long, and which he 
has preserved in spirits of wine. He says the fish was in splendid condition. 
We are sending up to the Fisheries Exhibition four men as representatives of 
the different classes of fishermen in the Solway and the river. Like the rest of — 
the 40o who are to be present at the opening, they will appear in 
costume.—SILVER GREY. 


Exe and Barle- . 

There has been a decided improvement in the state of the water in these 
rivers since my last report. We have had refreshing rains and a milder and more 
genial air, and during two or three days the fishing prospects were very good. 
On Friday last the water was higher and quite foul, and the worm fishers had 
a good time of it, JL saw a lovely dish of trout which some boys hai taken on 
Saturday, and Monday, and Tuesday. Good sport was had with the blue 
upright gold, twist, granham, and golden dun. The water is nowlow, but with 
the occasional showers which are falling, sport, probably, will be good.—Car- 


NARVON ARMS. 
Exe (Exeter), 


The weather has not been so favourable as could be desired, and I have not 
heard of any big creels being taken, except some nice trout in the upper Fxe, 
and some by Messrs. Green and Kelley respectively, the tormer in the Exe, 
and the latter in private water, with midge fly and Coachman. I hope the 
Fisheries Exhibition, which I see isbeing largely advertised by the railway 
companies, will be largely .patronised, and hope to make one of the Devon 
visitors, and hope all your reporters will be present —J. A. KELLEy. a 


Exe (Tiverton). 

The river is again low and bright, the rain at the end of last week was most . 

welcome, but not enough to make much difference to the height of the stream. 

There are still a fair number of fish being picked up at evenings, and some of 

them of good size. The flies that have been successful are the blue upright, 
olive dun, red spinner, and governor.—WM. MUDFORD. 


Greeta (Ingleton). 

The angling fraternity have at last obtained a release. It commenced to 
rain last Friday, and for three successive days we had a steady downpour, but 
the land being in such a dry state it absorbed most of the rain. However, on 
Monday morning there was a capital fly-water, and a goodly muster of anglers 
plying the rod and line; but a cold N. E. wind prevented much execution being 
done. I succeededin landing two very nice trout 3?lb. each, and hooked a — 
few more: Cold east wind still prevail, and this morning (Thursday), Ingle- 
borough was quite grey with snow, therefore the prospects are nob encouraging,. 
and we must have another change before we can expect any fishing, the water 
being very low,—INGEBORO. 
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Tifracombe. 


Some fine trout have been taken from the streams along the Torrs weighing 
about } 1b. each. Sea-fishing.—There has been very little doing with hooking 
from the boats, the east wind being the contrary wind for ground-fishing. The _ 
trawling skiffs are fast coming up from the bay with soles, plaice, anda few 
dozen thornback. The harbour to-day has been full of mullet, but they have P 
failed to secure any. I saw two cod, weighing 15 lb. each, caught with hand 
lines from the Jetty, and several whiting, pout, and pollack has been caught 
from the pierhead this week. Weather at present mild.—E, CoMER, < 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Good sport still; the lakes are in good order, and any amount of fresh fish 
coming into them. The nets are not doing so well this week, but therod- ~ 
fishers have had some good sport. On the 25th ult. Tim M’Carthy, two 
salmon, 21 lb.; E. Cournane, one, 10 lb.; Denis Lawney, one salmon, 11 lb., 
and a peel of 45 1b.; James Hayse, one salmin, 11 lb.; Tom Robert, one, 
121b.; Pat Clyfford, two salmon, 231b.; Jemmy Green, two salmon, 211b.; 
Robin Robert, two salmon, 22 lb.; Denis Connell, one, 111b. On 26th, — 
E,. Cournane, one, 11 lb. ; Tim M’Carthy, two salmon, I9 lb.; James Hayse, 
one, 10 lb.; Frank Robert, one, 12 1b.; Michael Glessome, two salmon, — 
23 lb. ; Jerry Robert, one, 12 1b.; Jemmy Green, one, 12 1b. ; Jerry Doya!, 
one, It lb. ; Tom Ellet, one, 10 lb. R. Hillard two salmon, 20]b. On 27th, 
Tim M’ Carthy three salmon, 35 lb.; James Hayse, one, 9 lb.; Mr. J. Ross, 
two salmon, 20 ]b.; Mr. J. D. Curtayne, two salmon, 25 lb.; Thade Marah, — 
one, 12 1b.; On 28th, Tnade Marah, one salmon, 12 1b.; Tom Ellett, one, 
12 1b. On 29th, James Hayse, one salmon, 21 lb., killed with spoon bait; 
Frank Robert, one, 12 lb. ; Daniel O'Donoughe, one, 13 1b.; Lord Derby, ~ 
one, 10 lb.; Pat Clyfford, one 11 lb. On 30th, E. Cournane, two salmon, “a 
21 lb.; Frank Robert, one, 9lb.; Lord Derby. one, 14 }b.; Tim M’Carthy, 
two, 24 lb.; Daniel O’Donoughe, one, 111b.; Mr. Sculley, 34 dozep trout, } 
on the same day, Mr. John Coltsmann, 3 dozen more. On May x, Michael — 
Glessome, one, 12 1b.; Lord Derby, one, 9} lb.; Tim M’Carthy, two salmon, — 
244 lb.; Tom Ellet, one, 10 lb.; Daniel Toomey, 2 dozen trout. They are 
taken with the March Brown the best and green gauze. The trout fishing first 
commences in May, and I hope to have some good reports for trout in future. 


—Tim M’CARTHY. 
Lea (Ware). 


Trout fiskers here for the start had very bad weather, as the wind shifted 
round over night to the north; we also had a run of water which made it very — 
thick. Notwithstanding the drawback, however, Mr. Durrant, of this town, — 
took a trout going from 2 to 3 lbs; there was one also taken at the mill-tail, 
going 64 1b. LIhear there have been some good fish taken to-day, but the 
weight, I have not been able to ascertain for certain as yet. There are some 
regular ‘‘ growsers’’ knockiug about the boom, and a lot of natives after them. 
I hope to record some good takes in my next.—LION AND WHEATSHEAF. 


Lodden. 


Several attempts have been made, but even up to now no real start among — 
the ‘‘ Daisies,’’ with the dorsal fin has come to pass. The cold north and 
easterly winds, and the river very low, has spoilt sport upon every occasion, — 
although the stream is literally swarming with fish of all kinds. Chub and perch — 
are exceedingly fine, the ova of the latter very plentiful: these fish we hope to ~ 
be among after the 15th June. We are tryingto keep the pise down in the © 
preserves, and consequently have taken over two dozen weighing from 4 lb. to 
21lb. each, the majority being females, which means lessening the propagation 
of these trout eating cannibals to the tune of many thousands. I took from the 
stomach of a sixspoundera trout two-and-a-half pounds weight When they do 
such wholesale mischief as that, it is very disheartening to one who spendsan 
Aa gin amount of money yearly in stocking this part of the river—FRANK — 

OSDEN. ‘t 
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Lune (Carnforth). 


Another week of disappointment for our anglers. The weather has returned 
- to its late wintry aspect ; heavy gales ofwind out of the east with hail showers ; 
thermometer at 45.in the house, barometer standing at change, and slightly 
falling. I hear of no success with the fly since my last. Ifwe should get some 
rain, and the river fell somewhat, I should advise natural minnow as the most 
killing bait ; or if fishing for pike inthe back waters, use spoon bait. I will 
give you a description of the style I make, and use, the minnow tackle in a 
future article. The cuckoo was heard for the first time in our neighbourhood 
on Saturdaylast. I heard this afternoon that Mr. Greenhow, proprietor of 
the Castle Hotel, Hornby, took a very heavy basket of trout on Saturday last.— 


PIscATOR, 
Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


The fish have been rising fairly to the fly of late, some good days having 
been experienced by anglers well acquainted with the river here. The river 
is very low and clear. The finest of tackle, wih careful throwing, is now 
required to take fish. Mr. Sturgis, of the States, out with Bob Young, fisher- 
man of Medmenham, on Saturday last, caught what is said to be the finest 
trout ever taken out of the waters about here—the weight of the beauty is 
121b. tooz ; length, 28} inches; girth, 18 inches. He is truly a magnificent 
fish. He has been sent to Saunders, of Islington, to be set up. Other reports 
of small takes from Henley, Marlow, Maidenhead, and Hurley, which shows 
sport. Bright sun, very hot; wind south.—HurLEy TRovr. 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 


Since my last report sport has been fair on the Lough, but very little has been 
done on the river. Mr. P. Atkinson one day killed ten trout, largest 3 lb. ; 
same day Mr. M‘Culloch, ten trout, largest 3#1b.; Mr. Tait had some good 
trout and a few salmon during the week onthe Lough. Mr. Woodford got 
eleven brace of trout on Calla lake in one day, he also got some good ones on 
Lough Conn. On Wednesday Mr. P. Atkinson killed one salmon, 12 1b., and 
five trout ; same day Mr. Lowther Little killed one salmon and six trout. Mr. 
Gilmore, of Liverpool, killed in: two days two salmon and twelve trout, and 
Major Knot one salmon on the river.—F RANK HEARNS. 


Thames (Goring). 

T have nothing to report in the way of fishing. No one has been here to try 
for along time’ I have seena large trout feeding here: I should say he is 
about 5lb. Roach and chub are coming up to spawn, but very slow. Wind 
too cold. I have seen a good lot of perch-spawn about. I think there is 
plenty of perch here’ Ihave seen more perch this season than I have for 
years. I think prospects look well for a good fishing season.—JOHN RUSH. 


Thames (Halliford.) 


Although the river is low and bright, the trout have been showing up more 
freely. On Monday last, the 30th of April caught, one of 3lb. 10z. Mr. 
George Palmer, fishing with mein the evening of the same day, caught a 
beauty, weighing 8 Ib 11 oz. which was kindly weighed by Mr. R. Stone, of the 
’ Ship Hotel, Halliford, who is always delighted to see and weigh fish for any- 
one, —GEORGE ROsEWELL. 


Thames (Oxford). 


Mr. Robert Buckell, ths Sheriff of Oxford and Conservator of the City 
Fisheries, who, although he is not a disciple of Izaak Walton, is using his best 
endeavours to protect the fishing, and has issued a bill setting forth the dura- 
tion of the fence months, prohibiting the use of nets, and calling on all persons 
interested in angling to assist him in suppressing the pernicious practice of 
snaring jack. On Wednesday last Mr. William Venables, the city bailiff, 
received orders to pay a visit to the ditches bounding Port Meadow, where he 
succeeded in capturing six small jack with a minnow net before he was joined 
by Mr. Abbe Beesley, his subordinate fosthe time being, and together, with 
the assistance of a small flue, they caught four more jack and one large perch 
of 2 lb., heavy with spawn, all of which were returned to the river. Another 
netting turn is in contemplation, for which I am promised an invitation, and it 
is to be hoped we shall be able to rescue most of the unpreserved fish or other- 
wise later on in the season. When the ditches dry up a great loss will be sus- 
tained by the Oxford anglers. Another fine trout has been reported to me 
from the hole by the Iron Bridge, at the junction of the four streams; but up 
to the time of writing, although the condition of the river is all that can be 
desired, the attempts to capture them have been unsuccessful. I had the 
pleasure of meeting Mr. Weller, sen., who was in Oxford on Tuesday and 
‘Wednesday, on the occasion of laying the memorial stone forthe new Indian 
Institute. We don’t often get a gun in the fishing world to visit our sleepy 
old city. Next time he comes I hope he will be able to fire off at an angling 
dinner.—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Torridge (Torrington). 
Torridge river now in good order for fishing ; many salmon have been taken 
_ since last report. S. Jackson, four; R. Pettle, one 17 lb.; T. Jackson, two; 
J. D. Bastard, two, 14 Ib. and 144 1b., with the fly; W. Tucker, one. C. 
Doe last evening 15 trout, on Tuesday three dozen. The river is swarming 
with fish trying to get up the Weir, which they find hard work, owing to the 
water being low.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Higher Waters). 


The salmon in the Trent are still very shy. A fair number of anglers have 
been trying for them at different places, but so far as I can hear they have 
mostly failed. Willington is a very favourite spot for these trials to be made, 
for it is within easy distance of Derby. A Derby gentleman a few days ago 
managed to get hold of one of good sizenearthere. Several Sheffield and Not- 
tingham anglers have tried at Shardlow, and also the waters at King’s Mill, 
but the fish are too wary to be lured in this manner. The weather has been 
too cold for the use of the fly, and not much good is to be done without it, Last 

_ season the salmon caught about this locality showed a large increase, In the 
season nineteen fish fell to one rod.—LImpus. 


aS Wandle. 

Trout-fishing opened on the 1st May, and by daybreak a good many rods 
were at work with varying success, the best bag being had by a Mr. Andrews, 
‘of Croydon. (a member of the Penge Angling Society), who grassed 
nine brace scaling nearly 9 1b., all the fish being taken in the free water at 


Hackbridge. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Since my last report a good deal of rain has fallen, which has had the effect 
of flooding both this river ard the Yore. The water is to-day, however, 








running down nicely; and, should no more rain fall, there will be some good 
dishes of trout killed with fly before the end of the week. I should recom- 
mend anglers to use the black spider, dressed hacklewise with a small feather 
from a jackdaw’s neck and brown silk; woodcock and orange, the olive bloa, 
and March brown. These four flies are sure to kill their share of fish until the 
stone fly appears, which will be in about three weeks’ time. A well-known 
Wharfedale angler wrote to me last week, telling of a capital dish of trout 
which he had killed on the Driffield Club water—1r7 brace, weighing 221lb. [ 
also saw a nice dish which a Leeds angler had caught in the reservoir at Swin- 
stay. To-day (Wednesday) the sun has shone brightly, but the wind has been 
in the east, and consequently little has been done. —FrANcis M. WALBRAN. 


Wve and Derwent. 


A very great quantity of rain fell the latter end of last week, which gave the 
fish a good stirring up, on both the Wye and Derwent, in fact, the cleach 
net party where at work on Saturday night on the Derwent, between Darley 
Bridge ani Mattock, and I hear they killed a very fair quantity of fish in their 
nets. I never knew less fish killed in all my life than what has been done this 
last week, especially with the bottom fishers on various: parts of the 
Derwent, although maggots and worms were used in a first-class coloured 
water. No doubt it has been owing to the bitter cold weather that has pre- 
vailed the whole of the past week that has kept the trout ‘‘ dead off the feed.”’ 
I am very sorry to say that a very great quantity of large grayling have got 
the fungus disease amongst them again, both on the Wye and Derwent, many 
fish having been taken out of the river both dead and dying. We shall have 
no really good fishing on these rivers till we get some warmer weather —Gro. 
Jas. EATON. f 


Yore (Hawes). 

The river is now in splendid trim for fly-fishing, but I think in the course of 
a day or two we shall have afresh. Ihave only been out twice since my last, 
and on the first occasion killed 7 1b, on the second 3lb, the latter only being 
for about twoeand-half hours. Several good dishes have fallen to the worm 
and minnow. The wind is in the north-east, and very cold. When the sun 
is obscured it is something like November weather. Anyone coming down 
here for a few days’ angling cannot do better than choose the wettest time con- 
venient, as we have on many occasions worm, minnow, and fly-fishing in one 
day; ina day or two after a flood. At this time of the year, the water is out of 
order, in consequence of the rapid drain and the large amount of moisture 
absorbed by the land.— Jos. Corry. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
fourteen shillings froia the donation box of the Isaak Walton Angling Society. 
—R. GHURNEY. 

May 3, 1883. aa 

BRACEBRIDGE FISHING CLUB, BIRMINGHAM. 

On account of the cold wind on our opening day (May Ist), there were very 
few sportsmen out, and only two of them met with anything like success— 
namely, Mr. Webley took twenty perch and Mr. Lear seventeen perch. 
20 lb. weight of fine perch, in fair condition, were taken in a private pool near 
Shenstone last week by Mr. Leeson and Mr, Payton.—HQWARD SMITH. 





BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
On the 28th inst. Mr. Withers (one of our members) succeeded in captwing 
a very fine trout, weighing 6 lb. 2 oz., and measuring 23% inches long, and 15 
inches a round the girth. He was in splendid condition, and one of the finest 
specimens ev er caught by rod and line. Lovers of the angle were to be seen 
in crewds at his shop viewing the fish (which was caught in the river Avon 
with an arti ficial minnow.)—LEWIs WRIDE, sec. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of thissociety met in pretty good force as per usual, Mr. 
Keeble, the host, and Mr. Dunn, the treasurer, had a day among the trout in 
the river Lea on Wednesday last, Mr. Dunn being the most successful, in having 
the pleasure of weighing in a fine trout of 21b. Mr. Keeble had the misfortune 
to lose a very fine fish through being over anxivus to land it without a landing- 
ne. The business of the evening passed off in a very satisfactory manner. I 
might mention that the fish taken by Mr. Dunn was a little out of condition, 
showing that the Lea C onservancy are quite right in their judgment in not 
allowing the opening season ta commence before the Ist of May.—MILEs 
DOUGHTY. 

CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The first annual concert and distribution of prizes took place on Monday 
evening last at the headquarters of this young flourishing society, the Crown 
Tavern, Clerkenwell Green. There was a large attendance of members, ladies, 
and friends, Mr. W. H. Willcockson presiding, faced by Mr. T. Welch, Mr, 
W. Cox ably presiding at the piano; Mr. Groves piccolo. The following 
gentlemen sang some first-rate songs:—Mr. Wilcockson, three; Mr. Vans 
hegan, two; Mr. Brockwell, two; Mr. L. Gorsuch, Mr. W., Long, Mr. 
Erancis, Mr. Feild, Mr. Roberts, Mr. Bailey, W. Burwash, Host Caddell, Mr, 
Fisher, Mr. Stevens, Mr, Burt, Mr. Neale, D. Smith, &c. At 11 o’clock the 
awarding of the prizes to the successful members were as follows :—Host 
Caddell, a marble timepiece for the gross weight of the season won by Mr. 
Willcockson ; Host Caddell, a pair of lustres for the gross weight of roach, 
won by Mr. Neagus; Host Caddell, a cruet stand for perch, won by Mr. 
W. Willcockson; Host Caddell, inkstand, not won; Mr. Willcockson, 
prize, won by Mr. Neagus; Mr. F. Long’s prize, won. by Mr. Wright; W. 
Burwash’s prize, won by Mr. White; Mr. W. Gorsuch’s prize, won by Mr. 
Neagus ; Mr. Laundy’s prize, won by Mr. Wright; Mr. A. Gorsuch’s prize, 
won by W. Burwash ; Mr. Errington’s prize, won by. Mr. L. Gorsuch; Mr. 
F. Lon g’s prize, won by Mr. Wilcockson; Mr. Errington’s prize, won by 
Mr. E. Senneck ; Mr. L. Gorsuch’s prize, won by Mr. F. Long ; Mr. Kemp's 
prize, won by Mr. E. Senneck ; Mr. Newbold’s prize, won by Mr. F'. Long! 
Mr. T. Welch’s prize, won by L. Gorsuch ; Mr. Wright’s prize, won by Mr. 
T. Welch; Messrs. Senneck, White, and Sutter's prizes were not won. Mr. 
Caddell heading the ne w list for the ensuing season with £4 4s. ; Mr. Erring- 
ton, £I 1s., and the members’ prizes to the value of £15. A vote of thanks to 
the chairman and vice-chairman brought to a close a most enjoyable night.— 
W. H. Burwasg, jun., Sec. 
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GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a large attendance of members and friends at our club on Tuesday 
last to hear Mr. T. Crumplen read his paper on ‘‘ The Life of a Fish,’’ which 
was illustrated with diagrams and microscopic views, and was most enthus 
siastically received. Amongst the visitors were—Mr. P. Geen, Mr. C. Bates, 
Dr. Parker, Mr. Bentley, Mr. Morgan, &c. Mr. R. Ghurney was voted to the 
chair. Without going through all the points of the reading, I may say it was 
very instructive and highly entertaining, as was expressed by the large company 
present. A most cordial vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Crumplen, who 
was ably supported by Mr. Bentley and Dr. Parker, The chairman gave some 
pleasing information with regard to stocking the river Leawith bream. This 
brought one of the most pleasant evenings to a close, which will be long remem- 
bered by the Good Intent.—R. MurpHy. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The general meeting of our society was held on Monday Jast, when a good 
muster cf members were present, under the presidency of Dr. Mitchell, It being 
the night when our weekly meetings commence, and as the coming season’s 
subscriptions were due, and the subscriptions coming in very freely, it shows that 
the society is fully appreciated by some ofthe leading men in the town, which 
will enable the society to contest shortly the right of fishing in certain tidal 
rivers, and every angler will be-pleased to know, and I am sure assist, every 
legitimate means taken to preserve the common rights of the angling interest, 
enjoyed from earliest times by anglers, being wrested from them by those who I 
may say legally have no right to let or hire the right of fishing in a navigable 
tidal river. On visiting Acle Bridge for a few hours’ angling, I am very pleased 
to say perch and roach were well on the feed, bream not at present so preva- 
lent, roach biting well atred paste. Altogether the weather was very unsettled. 
Taking everything into fair consideration, I anticipate capital fishing as soon as 
the weather is more settled. There is one error in my last report: the word 
‘Tryine’’ should be “ Drive,’’ were the Aquarium of our borough is situated. 
—J. LAgx, Sec. 





NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this flourishing club held a most enjoyable smoking concert, 
the first of its kind, on Thursday, the 26th of April, under the able presidency 
of Mr. Petchy. The room was crowded, and it appeared to be the unanimous 
view of those present that another at an early date would be a like success. 
Among the many contributors to the harmony cf the evening may be men- 
tioned the efforts of Messrs. Munday, Hopes, Raymond, Foreman, and Mr. 
Wharton, whose ‘Little Sister’s Gone to Sleep’? was most effectively 
rendered. 


PENGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday last the members held their sixth annual dinnner at the club 
house, the Lord. Palmerston, Maple Road, Penge, Mr. H. Rickard in the 
chair, faced by Mr. A. J. Rogers in the vice-chair, There was a good 
attendance of members, hon. members, and visitors. At one end of the large 
club room a stage had been erected, with back scenes, proscenium, wings, &c. 
(kindly lent for the occasion by F’. Gruzelier, Esq., of Anerly), and on a raised 
stand at the back of the stage were tastefully arranged the handsome and valu- 
able prizes won during the past year. After the cloth was removed, the usual 
loyal and patriotic toasts were given, that of the ‘‘ Army and Navy,”’ being 
responded to by Sergeant Culver. Mr. W. E. Fielding, in a humorous speech, 
gave the toast of the evening, ‘‘ Success to the Penge Angling Society,’’ to 
which Mr. H, Rickard replied in his usually able manner. Then followed the 
splendid recitation in character (by one of the members) entitled ‘* The Red 
Fisherman.’’ The reception of this was marked by round upon round of 
applause as each ‘‘fish’’ was hooked, skilfully played, and landed, the con- 
clusion of the piece being greeted by long and deserved applause. The toast 
of ‘‘ The Visitors’’ was responded to by Mr. A. J. Rogers. The toast of the 
‘Prize Winners ’’ was replied to by Messrs. Andrews and Holding, The 
chairman then proposed the toast of the secretary, Mr. E. C. French, and 
complimented him upon the able manner in which he had fulfilled his duties. 
Mr. E. C. French, in a few well-chosen words, replied, thanking the members 
for the assistance they had given him during the past year. Then followed the 
toast of the chairman, ‘Mr, H. Rickard,’’ to whom a hearty vote of thanks 
was given. Mr. J. Anscombe then gave his humorous lecture on ‘‘ Man,’’ 
illustrating it by some clever sketches in chalk, amongst them being asketch of 
our old friend, Mt. W. E. Fielding, catching a maid. The harmony of the 
evening was well sustained (songs being sung between each toast) by Messrs. 
Snell, Shilling, Davis, French, Clarke, Butcher, &c. A well-merited vote of 
thanks were passed to the host, Mr. W. H. Shilling, for the excellent manner 
in which he had catered, and for the tastefully-arranged tables, gay with 
foliage and flowering plants. When the time came for the company to separate 
there was but one opinion—that it was one of the most enjoyable evenings the 
members had had. 





ST. ALBAN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

* Our annual supper was held on Wednesday evening, April 25, when our 
host, Mr. Dicks, supplied us with the best that anglers could wish for. After 
supper some good songs were sung by members and friends. Handsome prizes 
were distributed. Members contributed 8s, towards the fund for defraying the 
the expenses of netting the reservoirs. Post office order enclosed.—E. J. 
HAMPSON, sec. : 

May I. 

[Many thanks. We have sent the 8s. on to Mr. Thomas Spreckley.—Ep.] 


ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Friday, May 4, a meeting will take place for the election of several new 
members. All members wishing to vote will please attend by nine sharp. As 
the Globe Angling Society wish to give us a return visit in return for one paid 
by us tothem, the committee have decided to have a complimentary return visit 
on Wednesday, May 9, when we shall be glad to see some of our old visiting 
clubs present, as we are sure they will spend an enjoyable evening.—F. 
THORLING. 

May 1. pie peenees 
THE BERESFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this comfortable little angling society have not had a very 
successful season, as has been the case with many other clubs. | They had a 
very good prize list, and their old member, Mr. Sames (with 102 lb. 4 0z.) took 
the first gross- weight prize for all tish, which he has done for three seasons 
running, and Messrs. Frei, Whitaker, and Baylis take second, third, and 
fourth gross-weight prizes in the order named. Last season the Beresfords 
had a list of nineteen prizes, varying in amount from £2 2s. to Ios. 6d., and, 
with the exception of three, all of them have been won and distributed, so they 


concluded to have their annual dinner on the 24th April, at headquarters, The 
Grove House Tavern, Camberwell Grove, where W. H. Beckett, Esq., of the 
West Central Association, took the chair, as he has done on several previous 
occasions, and he was faced by Mr. D. J. Whitaker, the old and respected 
chairman, as vice. The dinner was provided by the host, Mr. Searl, who has 
always given the greatest satisfaction in that respect. 
cleared, and the toast of ‘*The Queen’’ loyally responded to, Mr. Whitaker 
proposed, ‘‘ Success to the West Central Association and Kindred Societies,’” 
and coupled therewith that of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, to which the 
chairman, Mr. Beckett, responded in that genial and pleasant manner which 
makes it a pleasure to listen to him. The toast af the evening, ‘‘The Beres- 
ford Angling Society,’’? was proposed by Mr, Beckett in most complimentary 
terms. The toast was drank very heartily, and the secretary, Mr. Ellis, 
replied. The healths of the chairman and vice chairman were proposed and 
drank with musical honours, as was that of the host, Mr. Searl ; and the toast 
of ‘* The Visiters’’ was replied to by Mr. Tozer in a very neat speech, he 
having, as he said, had the pleasure of being present at every dinner of the 
society. After spending an enjoyable evening with singing and music the 
company separated at a Jatehour. Mr. Robert Whitmore Cox presided at the 
pianoforte. It is worthy of note that every member of the Beresford is also a 
member of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and further, that any gentleman 
desirous of belonging to a quiet, select angling society, where prize huntiag is 
not the end and aim of the members, would be gladly received, 


THE GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At a well-attended meeting of members on Saturday evening last, April 
28th, it was decided for the next smoking-concert to take place on Monday 
evening, the 7th of May, on which occasion we hdépe to see many brother 
anglers. Members are requested to attend the meeting on Saturday next, 
May sth, as the secretary ‘will be able to furnish them with all the parti- 
culars as to the return complimentary visit to the St. John’s Angling Society, 


also to settle the enrollment of names for the Anglers’? Benevolent and other, 


important business.—J. J. Hotes, see. 
April 30th. — 
THE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 
The meeting of this Society on Tuesday was exceptionally interesting, and 
there was a fair attendance of members, Walter Cotton, Esq., presiding. Mr. 
R. Bryant, F.R.A S.,reada paper on the Great International Fisheries Exhi- 
bition, describing very ably the objects for which it was held, and the benefits 
likely to be derived from it, acknowledging his indebtedness to a similar 
lecture delivered by Mr. Grant Duff, M.P., in Scotland a short time since. The 





paper was followed by a brief discussion, after which a very cordial vote of . 
thanks was passed to Mr. Bryant for the manner in which he had brought 


the subject forward. The great feature of the evening was the arrival of Mr. 
Charles Bates with two fine Thames trout, samples of those taken by Mr. John 
Christie and himself, fishing with R. Plummer, jun., at Monkey Island. Mr. 
Bates, in response to general request, gave a short account of their outing, 
adding that it afforded him much pleasure to bring up the first Thames trout 
that had been shownon the Society’s trays. They had excellent sport, havinz 
taken three fine fish, the smallest going nearly 34 Ib., besides several others of 
1} to 2 1b., which they had placed in the river egain, The two largest 
specimens fell to his own rod, and weighed 6 lb. 2 0z., and 4 lb. 7 oz. 
respectively. They saw several fine fish feeding there, and he hoped some of 
the Gresham members would try for them; and _ should they do 
so, might they not only have as good sport as himself and 
Mr. Christie, but bring, at least, some of their best fish for the society to see, 

An enthusiastic yote of thanks having been passed to the successful anglers, 

Mr, Bates presented one of the fish to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. This 

was quickly exchanged fora donation, to which all present contributed, aad 

soon landed in their box. ‘The evening closed with an interesting discussion 

on the results of the work of river preservation societies, Mr. Haslip, In- 

spector of Sewers for the City of London, kindly undertaking to read a paper 

on ‘‘ River Pollution’? at an early date. Mr. P. Geen will also read his paper 

on ‘‘ The Better Organisation of London Anglers’’ before the society, dates of 
which, in both cases, will be duly announced. The meeting, which throughout 

had beer. thoroughly enjoyable, terminated with a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 

Cotton for his occupancy of the chair.. Several volumes have lately been pre- 

sented to. the society’s library, andon Tuesday last, Mr. Ambrose Paterson 

added ‘‘ The Rail and-Rod,”’ a valuable addition to the collettion, and for 
which a warm vote of thanks was returned.—YE GRASSHOPPER. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held this evening. The approach- 
ing opening season was referred to, and it was arranged to start same with 
a barbel competition, Thames only, to take place on the 17th June next. Several 
other matters were discussed, and in addition the prize list for the ensuing 
season was read over for confirmation, and it might be mentioned the aggregate 
of same amounts to nearly £100, to be taken by specimen fish only. The 
several cases of fish for the Fisheries Exhibition were despatched this day to 
their new home at South Kensington for some few months to come. There 
are very few trout so farto note. The principal one is a fish taken by Mr, 
Young on the 29th April, weighing 4+ lb:, and Mr. Huber has succeeded 
in getting one of 2 lb. from Maidenhead.—H.T. 





THE GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY COMPANY AND WHITSUNTIDE 
HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS.—We beg to draw the attention of our 
readers to the programme issued by this company, showing the special 
facilities for obtaining Great Eastern Railway tickets at City and 
West End booking offices and at the Liverpool Street Station, also the 
additional trains to be run, and excursion tickets to be issued by the 
Great Eastern Railway for the Whitsuntide holidays, 


Way HE Dipn’Tt.—“ Didn’t I tell you I wanted these boots for the _ 


grand reception last night?’ he indignantly demanded of the placid 
shoemaker. ‘‘I pelief you didt.”—‘ And didn’t you promise to have 
them done?” ‘I expect so.”—‘‘ Then why didn’t you?” ‘‘ Because 
I vhas bresent at dot grand reception myself! How can I make some 
boots und swell aroundt at grand receptions too ?” 

“Ou, Henry! I had such a delightful dream. I dreamt I had such 
a love of a bonnet sent me.” ‘*Did you, my dear? Isn’t it singular 
that I had a nightmare and dreamed I had to pay the bill?” 


On the cloth being 


‘ 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





W. L. S., Colchester—The Freshwater Fisheries Act does not apply to 
private waters at all. No coarse fish can be sold in the fence months, even 
if taken in private water. : 

GREY QUILLED GNAT.—You are not likely to get much sport at Winchester 
if these east winds and frosty nights continue. There will be but little fly 
on. Wait for a warmer wind. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


We do nothold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, 


SMALL GRAYLING OR GRAINING, COREGONI, &c. 

Sir,—Your editorial remarks give Mr. Woolfall the information sought for 
as to two points named in his letter of last week, and, with your permission, I 
will with pleasure attempt to answer his further inquiries as to the pollan, or, 
as it is sometimes misnamed, freshwater herring, as well as grayling. It be- 
longs to the salmonidze, of which group one distinctive and easily-observed 
character is the possession of a small, fleshy fin on the back, just in front of the 
tail, in addition to the ordinary large dorsal fin. This is often called the adi- 
pose fin, and is wanting in all our so-called coarse fish. Besides the salmon, 
this family contains all the varieties of trout, whether migratory, or nonamigra- 
tory, the grayling proper, the charr in its varieties, the smelt, and a small group 
forming the genus coregonus. 

The salmon and trout of all kinds form the sub-generic group Salmones, and 
are separated from the rest by certain structural and physiological peculiarities 
as tothe teeth, &c. Theremainder, viz., the charrs, the smelt, the grayling, 
and the coregoni, form the sub-generic group, Salvelini. 

Of the coregoni we have three, if not four species—the Gwyniad, C. Clupe- 
cides, which is found in Wales in Bala Lake. The same fish is said to occur 
in some of our English lakes, as Haweswater and Ullswater, where it is 
called Schelly, and in Scotland in Loch Lomond, where it is known as the 
Powan. 

Then we have the remarkably local fish, the Vendace (C. Vandesius), found in 
Loch Maben, Dumfriesshire. 

_ Lastly there is the pollan (C. pollan) which is said to be confined to Ireland, 
where it inhabits several of the large lakes, as L. Neagh, whence, I believe, 
our supplies chiefly come, L. Erne, L.Derg, and probably others. It, 
like the others, swims in shoals, does not appear to take any bait, and is caught 
by the net only. <A fine specimen, now in my possession, is just a foot in 
length, and it israrely much larger. As to the inquiry ‘* Under what name 
does it next appesr?’’ it assumes no alias, and is never anything but a 


pollan. 


Those that escape the net are probably devoured by predatory fish, or live to 
be caught perhaps in the meshes through which they had once the good luck to 
pass. The only mention of this fish by any popular writer I have met with 
occurs in a pleasant paper by Mr. Senior (Red-spinner), where he speaks of 
seeing them czught in Lough Neagh, and says they are used by the fishermen 
as bait. 

When of fair size the pollan is a well-flavoured fish, and is obtained in such 
quantities as to be a comparatively cheap food, andisa great boon to the people 
of our large towns. All the more, therefore, is it desirable thatthe destructive 
practice of taking mere fry should be stopped. So far as my knowledge 
goes, there is no interference whatever with the dealers, however small the fish 
they offer for sale. 

I may perhaps mention the fact that the famous “ white fish?’ of the North 
American lakes, concerning the delicious flavour of which their writers are en- 
thusiastic in the highest degree, is of the same genus as our pollan, and is known 
as C. albus. It is taken in nets in enormous quantities, and is invaluable as an 
article of food. In MajorRoss King’s ‘‘ Sportsman and Naturalist in Canada ” 
mention is made of 47,700 white fish (nearly 400 barrels) being taken at a 
single hau!, and this on the authority of the Government report. Though the 
pollan may be less esteemed than its illustrious rélative, it deserves a better 
fate than reckless destruction.—I am, &c., Henry Smeson, M.D. 

Manchester. ; 





THE “FISHING GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 

‘Sir,—It is with pleasure I notice there is to be a Tournament held during 
the Exhibition, where we will be able to test, not only as manufacturers, our 
rods and tackle, but also our relative skill in the use of them. 

Would you kindly send me a copy of the Regulations ? 

T trust that style of delivery, as well as fineness of the tackle, will be fully 
allowed for, as there is no doubt but that the rods and tackle should be the 
same as used in actual practice. 

Kindly book me as a competitor in all flyscasting competitions that pertain 
to salmon and trout.—I am, &c., Jno. JAs. Harpy. 

Alnwick, April 28, 

P.S.—A friend of mine, who will be at the Exhibition, would also like to 

compete, but is afraid that it will be too long for him to stay. 
A. SSS a ee 


THE COMING TOURNAMENT. 

_ S1r,—If your corresdondent ¢ C,”’ in last week’s issu2, will send his sugges- 
tions on to Mr. Ghurney, Foresters’ Hail, E.C., he will lay them before the 
committee, who will give them every attention, and they will be thankful for 
them. The committee will use every endeavour to make the Tournament a 
great success.—-I am, &c., ONE OF THE COMMITTEE. 


em-ee—— 


“HARELUG” wv. BOLTON CLUBS.” 

S1r,—The letter of « Harelug”’ in your issue of Saturday last comes in very 
opportunely, as the question of ‘close season” was before the delegates of the 
Manchester and Districts Amalgamated Anglers’ Association at. their last 
quarterly meeting at Farnworth on Saturday, the 21st ult. 

- Speaking to one of our delegates a day or two ago, I obtained from him a 
full report of this meeting, which corroborates ‘ Harelug’’ in his inquiry as to 
the Bolton clubs not recognising the ‘‘close season”? for coarse fish. The 
question of a yevision of the rules was under discussicn, when the Bolton dele- 
gates opposed it on the plea ‘that by altering the rules’? to accord with the 
Mundella Act,” it would ‘interfere? with the Bolton District in its club 


1 
2 


matches, the principal one being in ‘‘ Whit week,’’? and that their members 
were dead set against any alteration, one of their delegates even going so far as 
to argue that they ‘‘ could not recognise Acts of Parliament,” for if they did 
they could have no fishing at holiday times—viz., Easter and Whitsuntide. 

This question of acknowledging the ‘close season’? has been before the 
‘¢ Association ’? ever since January, 1882, and has always been opposed by the 
‘Bolton delegates,’’ and the ‘Association’? has been stultified by their 
action. The ‘* Association”’ takes its name from ‘*Manchester,’’ but on this 
question it should be called ‘* Bolton and Districts,’ as the ‘* Manchester’? 
delegates are outvoted at every turn, and I for one beg to thank ‘« Harelug ’’ 
for the assistance (though, perhaps, unconsciously) he is giving us in bringing 
this question before your readers, and trust it will result in compelling “ all 
clubs ”’ in the ‘‘ Association ”’ to recognise the ‘‘ close season.’’ 

If «* J. W.”’ can name any clubs in Bolton that do recognise ‘* close season,” 
they must be ina ‘‘ very small minority,’’ as their delegates entirely ignore 
them. 

This question of ‘close season’? will most likely prove disastrous to the 
‘ Association,”’ as it has already led to a great show of feeling, and the 
question has arisen whether it would not be better for the ‘Manchester 
District?’ to secece >—I am, &c., A ‘* MANCHESTER’’ CLUBMAN, 

May ist. 





PRIZE-FISHING. 

S1R,—Will you kindly give me space in your paper for a short and final reply 
to ‘* Harelug ’’ anent the above subject ? 

Now that he has directed his vacillating pen from an unwarrantable attack 
on an inoffcnsive man (not myself, as supposed) into the asking of sensible 
questi ns, I will endeavour to gratify his pretended curiosity. 

First, ‘‘ Have we a club which forbids the weighing of fish in the close 
season ?’? Yes, we have a club which made a rule to that effect. 

Secondly, ‘* Will not our next match be fished in fence time?’? Yes; but 
‘* Harelug ’’ has never considered two things about this match—first, on what 
day, except Whit Monday, could 900 working. men leave their employment ? 
secondly, he must remember that the Lancaster Canal is a private fishery, and 
the owners only give us permission to fish during that trip, the canal being 
closed from March 15 to June 15, and as the quantity of fish caught in 
that canal is fully nine-tenths of what is brought intothe town during the year, 
I contend that we observe close time sufficiently to satisfy any sensible angler. 

As regards limitation of size, when fish are as scarce and netting so prolific 
as in southern districts, we may attain that degree of metropolitan refinement, 
but have not done so up to present time. 

Still, we shall not acknowledge the name of pegedown match fishers whilst 
we only indulge in two yearly matches and there is the quantity of specimen 
fish weighed as at present. ‘ 

Tam somewhat surprised at ‘‘ Harelug’s’’ last statement 2s to subscribing to 
two waters (though it was known to me before), as I should have thought any- 
one able to do that would not interest himself about cheap travelling, except 
from motives previously described.—I am, &c., EW 

Bolton, April 30. 





PRIZE-FISHING, &c. 

In your Jast week’s edition a letter appeared signed ‘Mark Antony,’’ which 
was evidently intended by the writer to be crushing and final. With one 
mighty blow he has shattered ‘‘ prize-fishing,’’ and scattered its ashes to the 
four winds of heaven. Peace to its manes. 

To show the absurdity of ‘Mark Antony’s’? premises, he says the 
‘¢ Gresham ’? have given up ‘‘prizes,’? and instead the committee propose to 
vote “silver prize medals ’’—a distinction without a difference, truly. 

Cannot this Roman who tilts at everything induce the “ Piscatorials ''—who 
have had in the past some wonderful prize lists—and_ other influential societies 
to follow in the steps of the ‘‘Gresham’’ and do likewise ? Then those highly- 
deserving and most useful associations—Thames Preservation, Thames Rights 
Defence, Fisheries Preservation, and Fish Culture—might reap the benefit, for 
the flood of prizes being diverted from one channel would naturally flow into 
the other. ‘These are foemen worthy of his steel ; and when he has conquered, 
them and they are contented and thriving under the new regime, there will be 
reasonable grounds for the main body of angler’s clubs following suit. 

Tam extremely sorry that ‘*M. A.’’ is extremely sorry, and is in such a 
fever that he ‘cannot conceive how anyone calling himself, &c.’? Let him 
take heart of grace and console himself with the knowledge that a ‘* mountain 
was once in labour and brought forth a mouse.’’ 2 

ANGLERS’ RAILWAY FARES.—I am about to move the railway directors for 
a reduction in fares and an extension of time. At present our concession is 
afare and a quarter for the double journey covering three days, including 
day of issue and return. I believe the J.ondon anglers travel at a single 
fare for the double journey, but I do not know how long the ticket covers. 
Will some of your readers kindly inform me _ of the facts, as I wish to 
embody them in my application, which will thus be materially strengthened ? 

MAcrintosH CoaAts.—Some of our members have these made so that 
the skirts can be looped up inside to the necessary length to enable them 
to be worn when wading. This has been found most useful, as if the day 
is wet or cold the coats can be worn all the time.—I am, &c., 

Rp. WOo.LrFALL, 

Liverpool, Apri 17. Hon. sec. Liverpool Angling Association. 

{ Will Mr. Woolfall kindly oblige us with name and address of.all clubs in 
Liverpool that he is acquainted with, for the British Fisheries Directory ?] 


PEGGED-DOWN MATCHES. 

S1r,—I bave read with some interest of late in your va'uable paper the varied 
Opinions with reference to the pegged-down match, which has been termed a 
nefarious practice. There is one material point on which I beg to differ from 
some of our friends who intimate that these matches are fraught with dishonest 
practices. Now, my own knowledge, which is not meagre, asserts that there 
1s less scope for dishonest motives in a pegged-down match than in a competi- 
tion giving a roving commission. In a pegged-down match every competitor 
it scrutinised by his neighbours, and very rarely have I seen any dishonest act 
practised. 

Now, we have in our town what is termed annual prizes given to competitors 
producing the largest weight of fish during the season, giving a roving com- 
mission. Ithink there is more abundant scope for dishonest practices in this 
than pegged-down matches, as has been proved time after time by the buying 
of fish of the netters and poachers, and also by one member giving up his takes 
to another, thereby obtaining the prize, which he gets by dishonest practices, 
I think no unbiassed mind will fail to see this in the same light. 


. , 
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Now, Sir, I do heartily agree with the remark with reference to the taki ng 
of undersized fish, which is the worst feature in pegged-down matches; but 
our multitude of Sheffield anglers have such a scanty supp'y of sp rt, anda 
considerable distance to travel for suchas ther? is, that we fail to induce them 
to return the undersized to the water again. ButI will just give you an illus - 
tration of some of the waters we have tocompete in. I have known of fifty 
competitors in a pegged-down match, and supposing they had returned to the 
water all undersized fish according to the rules of our London friends, the matter 
would have been a complete failure. ; 

T am only sorry we have not our Thames and Lea and other such rivers 
which our London friends possess, then I should have no doubt that the evil 
which now exists would soon find its remedy, which, in my opinion, 1s so 
essential to future sport. : 

Thope, in conclusion, that your correspondents will not be too hard on their 
pegged-down friends, for as soon as the evil can be remedied it shall have my 
support. Thanking you for your valuable space,—I am, &c , 


Sheffield, C. STYRING. 





PROVINCIAL CLUBS AND THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 

S1r,—I perceive in your paper of the 28th ult., at the annual dinner of the 
Silver Trout Anglers, Mr. Towse, in speaking of the forthcoming Interna- 
tional Fisheries Exhibition, stated ‘‘ what he regretted most was the entire 
absence of any cases of fish specimens from country clubs.’”? Allow me to claim 
an exception ia favour of the Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Angling Pre- 
servation Society, which has sent a collection. Although they d»> not expect 
to take the first prize, they felt they ought to do what little they could to show 
at least their interest in.the matter.—I am, &c., mite 





A LATE SPAWNING SEASON. F 

Srr,—Your heading to acorrespondent, A. J. Porter, is rather misleading : 
you say, ‘‘ A Late Spawning Season.”’ E 

I cannot agree with you there, Mr. Editor: the mistake has been fencing 
roach, chub, bream, tench, barble, carp, &c., as early as March, when these 
fish, in nine years out of ten, spawn the end of May, and frequently into June. 
Roach never spawn until the doz reed flowers ; bream, barble, tench, &c., still 
later. 

Of course a warm March or April will bring.up a few forward fish ; but this 
‘weather is sure to change; perhaps after thunder, again, we have cold nights, and 
back the fish go. : 

My idea is the fault hasalwaysbeen studying Master Pike and closing our rivers 
for all coarse fish in March, thus making it a three months’ close time when two 
months would be plenty. I feel sure numbers of anglers would like to see an 
alteration, giving them more time to fish, and yet affording proper protection to 
the fish they mostly go after. In conclusion, I say this is only an average 
season, by no means a late one.—I am, &c., 

I, Mancom. 

P.S.—I have more frequently found perch spawn in May than any other 
month. 

[We quite agree with you, Mr. Malcom, as you know; but we are in the 
minority on this question, and like the Conservative party, must bide our time 
patiently. It will come.—ED.] 





EELS IN A PUNT WELL—HOW TO KEEP THEM ALIVE. 

S1r,—Can you or any of your correspondents kindly tell me the best way of 
keeping eels in a large well in a punt? What food could be thrown in to 
prevent their losing weight, &c. ?—I am, &c., G. H. TuurstTon. 

Chertsey Bridge Hotel, Chertsey, April 30. 

[Try them with a few whole lobs, and some fresh chicken entrails cut up into 
inch or two-inch bits. Eels will also eat freshly-killed minnows and other 
small fry.—ED ] 

. we 
‘ANOTHER NEW LONDON CLUB. 

Srr,—Would you kindly insert a notice in your paper to the effect that an 
angling society has been opened at the Mcrtimer Arms, Mortimer Road, 
Kingsland? It is enro!led under the West Central Associatioa as The Kings- 
land Brothers Angling Society. The club-house is very fairly situated with 
regard to members who may have to come from a distance, for it is within five 
minutes’ walk from Haggerston Station, ten minutes’ from Dalston Lane, and 
three minutes’ from Southga‘e Road. 

Any further information that you should require at any time I shall be most 
happy to supply.—I am, &c., T. SZWELL, sec. 

May 1. 





FISHING NEAR LEICESTER. 

Str,—Would you kindly oblige me with a little information in your next 
issue as regards the fishing about Leicester and dis*rict, the different sorts of 
fish in different localities, baits to be used, and hotel accommodation ?—I am, 
&c., WistieO: 

[There is an angling association in Leicester. There is pike, perch, roach, 
chub, carp, tench, and bream-fishing to be had. The best is about five miles 
below the town, in the Wreke, which is preserved by H. C. Woodcock, Esq , 
who generously gives permission. The river is noted for its chub and bream 
holes. There is good roach-fishing between Syston and Mowbray The trout- 
fishing in the Forest streams is preserved. Perhaps some Leicester angler will 
supplement this information, or at any rate say if it is quite corsrect.—ED. } 





FISHING NEAR HEREFORD. 

Sir,—TI take the liberty of asking, through the columns of your GAZETTE, if 
any of your numerous subscribers’ could kindly tell me what particulars they 
can as to the fishing near Hereford, say, within a distance of a few miles? In 
the event of anyone obliging, may I ask what kind of fishing? If any bottom- 
fishing or jack- fishing? Or whether there is any licence required? I see by 
the ‘* Anglers’ Diary for 1883,’’ the fish mentioned are chub, pike, salmon, 
dace, perch, and trout; but there seem to be no very important particulars 
given.—I am, &c., J. Hupson, 

20, Church Street, Stamford Hill, N. 

{Hereford is a capital centre for the angler, as there are so many rivers in the 


neighbourhood. The Monnow affords capital trouting, and the Lugz both 
grayling and trout. We cannot speak from experience of the Wye or other 
streams there.—ED. | 


FISH UNDER ICE. : 

S1r,—As I observed in your paper some discussion as to the power of fish 
to live under ice, I thought it might interest some of your subscribers to read 
of a case within my own knowledge. 

In the autumn of 1880 my brother and I turned some six or seven small trout 
inte a chalk-lined pond about 20 yards across, wh ch is supplied entirely by 
rain, and has no run of water at all. I caught one of them with a fly last sum- 
mer, which had attained to three-quarters of a pound in weight, and I believe 
the res‘ are stillin the pond. The ice must have been of very great thickness 
many times since they were put in, but they have lived and thriven well. The 
one I caught was in splendid condition and bright as silver. We fanc ed from 
the rises that I had not got the best fish. 

The pond is not used in winter, and probably the ice was never broken at al’. 
—Iam, &c., WALDTEUFEL. 


TROUT CHOKED BY A TOAD. 

Srr,—A working man well known to us last Saturday founda fine trout 
dead, weighing 3 lb., with a toad in its mouth, the hind legs protruding, 
doubtless killed by suffocation, being unable to gorge the toad.—We are, &c., 

NUTTING AND Co., 


Birmingham. ~ Fishing-tackle makers. 





GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Sir,—At a meeting of the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, held at their 
club-room, on Monday, April 24, it was resolved that a copy of the following 
proposition be sent to the secretaries of the various piscatorial societies, 
viz.— E 

‘«That a member of any piscatorial society, on presenting his card of 


membership. to the secretary of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, may, — 


on the payment of 2s. 6d., become a member for the season, and be 
entitled to all benefits accruing therefrom.”’ 


I may state that among other benefits offered to the members, our entrance 
tickets, when presented atthe various railway station bookingsoffices, entitle 
the holder to travel on the respective lines to the fishing grounds at much 
reduced rates, as also to’hire of boats, fishing gear, &c. 

Any further information forwarded on applicaticn. 
Sir, yours, &c., 

St. George’s Tavern, King Street. 


JAMES LARK, sec. 


“HELP Us, ,OR® WE PHRISies 

S1rR,—Unquestionably the British nation cares for its seafaring population ; 
but unfortunately this care is too often but a matter of sentiment, and practical 
help is withheld from them. 

A most serious loss of life and property results from this, and our fishermen 
and mariners, who are really helpless in this matter, have cried, ‘‘ Help us or 
we perish,’’ in vain, until it has, to quote Sir Harry Verney, Bart., M.P., 
become a reproach on the humanity and Christianity of the nation. 

If one particularly rash acrobat eventually comesto a tragic end, or even a 
favourite elephant is merely to be removed across the A’lantic, the country is 
filled with emotion ; but if it is recorded that a dozen poor fishermen or sailors 
have been drowned through ‘‘ Disasters at Sea,’’ we merely regard it as an every - 
aay affair, and allow it to be repeated. 


The time has arrived when a thoroughly national united endeavour must be © 


made to mitigate these serious losses. That effort is now about to be made, and 
very strong as the association has become, yet we desire te enlist 1he support of 
all who are willing to work. Let no one hold back because they imagine they 
can do but little good. Every individual, man, woman, or cnild, isab!e to do 
something. : 

There are good public-spirited men and women in every part of the kiagdom ; 
there are aspirants to do something for their country; members of Parlia- 
ment, future candidates, clergymen, and laity of influence, mayors of corpora- 


I have the honoar to he . 
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tions, and even little children cancollect something to save our poor sailorsfrom 


being drowned. 

There is another view of the question. In the year ending 1882 we have re- 
corded 984 of our fellow-creatures drowned from causes ia great measure pre- 
ventible. We have also about two milli» pounds’ worth of money lost each 
year by these shipwrecks. 


resources of this country, a tax upon the commercial prosperity of the kingdom, 
a prevention to the development of our national fisheries, to allow these lives 
and this large amount of property to be thrown away. 


The long-standing neglect to supply reasonable places of safety on our coasts — 


is one which is well known to foreign nations trading with this country, and 


.several foreign ambassadors have joined us to assist in mitigating losses on our 


coasts. . 

I shall be pleased to send a list of supporters and other pariiculars to anyone 
taking aneinterest in the welfare and safety of our seafaring population. Let 
none such remain idle. It is their fault if we are not now successful in prevent- 
ing mu-h loss by shipwreck of life and property.—I am. &c., 

F. JoHNSoN, 
Hon Managing Sec., 
National Refuge Harbours Society. — 
23, Norman Road, St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, 








“THE THAMES” is the title of a new candidate for popular favour. — 


in the shape of a weekly newspaper. It has a grand field—or, 
rather, river—to work in, and we trust before long it may be set so 
firmly in its course as to be able to say, with its ancient namesake, 
“Men may come, and men may go, but I go on for ever.” J. J. 


Manley, M. A., contributes a most pleasant angling article to the first : 


number. , : 


AN exchange says several stores in New York sell worms for 
angling purposes. We hope our esteemed contemporary doesn’t 
suppose we thought they sold them for vermicelli or chewing-gum ! 


Now, apart from all questions of humanity, regard- _ 
ng it merely as a question of political economy, it is great wastefulness of the — 
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THE “THUNDER AND LIGHTNING” FLY. : 
| Tuts well-known killing fly, on most waters of the three kingdoms, is 
familiar to very many salmon-fishers, - But few know the origin of its 
name. It was dressed by my father close on thirty years ago, and 
well I remember the day he dressed it for the first time. It wasa 
dark, dismal day in July, threatening thunder, and not an inviting 
day for a salmon-fisher to go out. But my father had a patron, a 
j gentleman from Oundle, Northamptonshire, and how was he to 
' show him sport on such a day? Sitting in the room of his house, and 
looking out on the waters of the Moy, he dressed the fly, and he 
urged his patron to go and try it. It looked a hopeless job, as my 
' father viewed the clouds and surroundings ; but on he went with his 
patron, in hopes to show him sport. They hadnot far to go from the 
house to the boat. No sooner was the boat on its way to the first 
_ pool than peal after peal of thunder was heard close by, and the 
lightning flashed, and the rain came down in torrents. It was 
’ suggested that all should return to the house again, It was worse 
than madness to think that salmon would rise to a fly on such a day 
and in such a dreadful storm; but the new fly was to be tried on that 
day and in that storm ; and well it repaid my father for his persever- 
ance, for he had the pleasing duty to perform for his patron of taking 
_ the new fly out of the mouths of six salmon within sight of the house 
where the fly was dressed, and in the midst of the storm, thunder, 
‘and lightning. Hence the name, “‘ thunder and lightning ” fly. 
I have seen many patterns of the fly, but few real ones. The hackle 
is the most difficult part of the fly to come at.—FRANK HEARNS, 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


MeEedietnmae @Cinznestf. 


FORA E Se DISORDERS INT HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cure Cisease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, heal:hy, and 
buoyant condition :— ! 

* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lanbing. 
** GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“RED DRENCH,” fer Cleansing Cows and "wes, &c, 

* RED PASTE BALLS,”’’ for Conditioning Horses, 

* BRONCHOLINE,”’ for llusk, Hoose, or Cough. 

“ GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills. 

**CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhea in Lambs and Calves. 

Price of Chest, with “‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. ¢d., carriage paid, Each artic’e can 
be had separately. ; ; : 

Fatronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 1 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on al 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W.,, 


Ballina, Co. Mayo. 


AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 








HOTELS, INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS, 


| ISHIN(; IN THE NORTH AND WEST 
RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 

Aize, Wharfe, Ribble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Wens- 

ey, or o' ber rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 
shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing, 

. Lodgings, &c., should make their wants known through the 


medium of the 
Craven Herald 
published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which has the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers. 
Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, & ., may be ob- 
tained at the otfice of this paper. ’ 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, 
Angler’s Diary. 
_ Frequent Trains from all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 
* The best in the West of England.”’ 


VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a p:rfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 
Billiard Table and Posting. 

Taifi— Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d., including 
(table d’ hote) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance. 

Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 

Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and Telegraph, Torcross, near Kingsbridge, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SEVENTEEN MILES FROM LONDON. 


ee NG in the celebrated River Darenth can 
be had by day or season ticket from the LION HOTEL, 
Farningham, Kent. A’Bus meets the Down Train (L.C. 
and D, R.), due at Swanley Junction at 10.12 a.m., and Up 
Train 7.21 p.m. Fly-fishing only allowed. The Hare’s Ear, 
Red and Grey Quilled Gnats, Small Yellow and Blue Duns, 
fished singly in dry-fly style, will kill best. 


CORWEN, NORTH WALES. 
. , 10 ANGLERS, 

Riles river Dee, so justly celebrated for its Salmon, Trout, 

# and Grayling Fishing, is NOW OPEN for ANGLING. 
First-class accommodation in town and neighbourhood, 
Visitors will find it a delightful fishing retreat. For rules 
and other particulars address enclosing stantped addressed 
enveloze, James Davis, Secretary, Fishing Association, 
Corwen, North Wales, N.B.—Preserve extends over twelve 
miles, and preserved overtwenty-six years, Tickets sold at 
Mr, Joun Hueuns, Eagles Hotel, Corwen. 


SALMON AND TROUT FISHING AT 
CALLANDER. 


i) Meben Four Miles River Teith, and Boats on Loch Ven- 
nacher at moderate rates. Bracing Mountain Air, 
Turkish, Russian, &e., ?Bus to every Train, Shel- 
teredfrom East Winds, Terms, per day, from 8s. €d.: per 


week, £2 12s. 6d,—CALLANDER : Jar 
Poni Hypropartuic, Callarder, 








roach, &c., are numerous.’’— 

















Baths, 
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BRITISH ANGLERS 


Visiting the North-west of Ireland will find Comfortable 
Quarters in the centre of the District at 


THE MOY HOTEL, 


BALLINA (Co, Mayo.) 
Veen CeCe hel E > “Baromiie tor: 


THE MOY (one of the most prolific Salmon rivers in 

the three Kingdoms) runs close to the Hotel ; fishing 

init FREE on some grand casts above and below 

the town, Loughs Conn, Cullen, Talt, Carra Lake 

Lough Easky in the neighbourhood all affording good 
fishing Free 


IMPERIAL AND ROYAL 


Pomseo. 
BALLINA (co. Mayo), 
IRELAND. 


po staying at the'above Hotels will find good ac- 

commodation, with moderate charges, and every 
facility rendered by the Proprietor to insure good sport for 
anglers, 

Some of the best free cas‘s on the Moy within three 
Minutes’ walk of these Hotels. 

First-class cars and boats for the day always ready. 

The Hotel omnibus attends all trains, 


WILLIAM FLYNN, Proprietor. 











SALMON,GRILSH, TROUT 


And other Fishing in the Celebrated 


Locks Conn and Cullen, ete. 
THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, 


Begs leave to inform his friends and gentlemen that 
he has a Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, aso Good Boats. Terms moderate. 
Apply to 
J. CLARKS; 

Lough Conn Lodge, Cloughans, Ballina, 

Co, Mayo, Ireland. 





(Large Gillaroo Trout and Heavy Pike inthe Lake.) 





LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 


SEVEN MILES OF TROUT FISHING IN 
THE RIVER LYN. 


9s Percale visiting N, Devon can have all particulars 
A. respecting the abcve from the Committee of the Lyn 
Hishing Association on application to the Treasurer, Mr. 
Heywoop, Bath Hotel, Lynmouth, 








Salmon F.shing in the season, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle ofall 
kinds. The Devon and other ariificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
tequisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S..ecet, Tiverton, Devonshire. ~ Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


TROUT and GRAYLING FRY FOR SALE. 

















Will be ready for delivery in May. 





Applications to be addressed ‘* Hon, Sec,, Peak Forest 
Angling Club, Furnival Works, Sheffield.” 


The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. By moving small catchat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, Whité or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemens, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Foiwarded free. 


The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screw» 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers. 
ai warranted of finest quality. Price 7s, 6d. Forwarded 
ree. 











FREDK. E, TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassocks, Sussex. (Estab. 1870.) 





LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 
Fishing on the River Lyn. 





About twenty miles of the BEST TROUT, SALMON, 
and PEEL FISHING in the North of Devon; commencing 
by the sea on the Kast Lyn, taking in the BRENDON and 
B\ADGWORTHY Streams. Fishing commenced on the 
ist of March, 





All Particulars can be obtained by application to 


MR. BEVAN, 


LYNDALE HOTEL, LYNMOUTH, 
The Sole Lessee. 


DRUMBEG INN, SUTHERLAND. 


Agro 15 miles from Lochinver, or it can be reached 
from Scourie by taking a boat from Badeall Bay. Loch 
Drumbeg, in front of house, is very good ; fish average over 
halfa pound. A large number of other lochs near, which 
are very good for Trout-fishing. Sea-fishing quite close to 
the house, Fishing free, Large dark flies best, 





a 


PRICE TWO SHILLINGS, 
CARRIAGE FREE. 


THE 


TROMBONETTE 
( Registered.) 


Ary person can now play all the melodies they knew, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 
or TUITION. Thetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionette, cr sonorous as the oboe, Thus the possessor of 
one ofthese charming instruments becomes at once on an 
equality with practised musicians, and WITHOUT ANY 
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 

The TROMBONETTE packs up in small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 

For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Picnics, and evenings at bomeit is invaluable. 

Address—Cuas. MILLER & Sons, 70, Patshull Road, 

London, N.W. 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously and Skilfully Administered. ’ 
4 ; Bank, Bolton, 21 Juna, 1882. 
ae S1r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr, Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrices.—Yours truly, Jno. 
REENHALGH, 


Mr, H. S. Park, H. 8S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 
geen 4 * 3 x St, Ann’s Place, Manchester, 
Dear S1r,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for Rugumatism. I had been 
suffering acutely for weeks from this, and have never been troubled since,—Yours truly, FREDK, THoMmpsoN, auctioneer. 
H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD) BISHOP OF Guat give Unqualfied Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 








: Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, 1880. 
Dar Srr,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne:ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER, 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. vd i. * : : 
H.S. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘! Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm», Bron= 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength,—H. S. PARK, 60A, Market Street, Manchester. 


JAMES OGDEN, 28; Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, KING’S 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 
Solicits a trial of his | 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES: | £2, ee Pycseration with all their Sheep and Bright: 





Also his and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND] Piscatoral Museum, 
GREY DRAKES. GAR. TE. L,,” and other leading anglers, 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, andcan only be obtained at the oldshop |In Packets, 6d. yg es each ; by post, 8and16 
t 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, amps. 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. KING’S 


PRICE 21s. ; 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 
held by the leading Anglers of the day. Fr 


Beetes “OGDEN S ie UY ANY SALES Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 


N E P EE U S U L T R A RO D S . bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 


For particulars of which see Article in FisH1nc Gazette of March 18, 1882, In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postage 

All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. extra. i = 
ss 5 3 : To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. others :—Messrs, Williams and Coy) Grestitiaen nanan 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Road; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 


e Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 

B O O K S O N A N G L E N G Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
a ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; — 

Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London, Nutting& Co, Birming= 

io ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 











“ A charming little work. . . . A standard favourite of ours.”—FisHinG GAZETTE. Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester. Perry, Read- 
Has often been praised in the re/d, ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Post free, cloth, price 3s, 6d.* Sheffield, Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 


Shipley. Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark, 





The ART of TROUT FISHING on RAPID STREAMS. 


With detailed instructions in the Art of Fisting with the Artificial, the Natural Fly, sista Web, Beetle, 


Maggot, Worm, and Minnow, both Natural and Artificial, By H. C. CUTCLIFFE, F.K.C.S. Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co, 





Now ready, in cloth extra, price 2s,, post free.* Wm. KING, Chemist, 


FLOAT FISHING and SPINNING in the NOTTING- |,, new roan, commerciat roa, Lonpon, &. 


HAM STYLE. Being a Treatise on the So-called Coarse Fishes, with instructions for their Capture, In- 
cluding a Chapter on Pike Fishing. By J. W. MARTIN, the ‘Trent Oiter.’? With Illustrations. 


See the fayourable reviews in Fisurnc GaAzettn, Field, Bell’s Life, &c., &c. Second Edition, Revised and Enlarged. 
Price 6d. Post-free 7d, 








Now Ready, Demy 8vo, cloth, price 1s, 6d., post free.* 


LIST of FISHING PLACESin ENGLAND,SCOTLAND,| [THR ANGLER’S 


WALES, IRELAND, on the CONTINENT, &c., &c. ““THE ANGCER’S DIARY.” Giving par- 


ticulars as to Hotels, Kinds of Fish, Prices of Tickets, Owners, &c., kc. 1833 Hditioa Now Ready. 
“ This is an invaluable guide. . . . If it does not in every case give you all the information you want, it neverthe- 
less enables you to get further information by naming places, &c., on the river, &¢., you May be going to, We owe many 
OF 


a pleasant angling excursion to its suggestive list of places.” —FisHING GAZETTE. 


FISHING GAZETTE VOLUMES. A few Copies remain} TROUT FLIES, 
(for all but one or two years), and ean be had, bound in clotb, price ras. 6d. 2 AND 
fe Lee a ¥ NON Y MS 











«= * Any of the above works can be had by writing to the MANAGER, “FISHING 








GAZETTE,” 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C., and sending stamps or P.0.0, payable to By WILLIAM SANG. 
SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE, and RIVINGTON, 188, Fleet Street, London. | 7 be naa of W. WARD, Publisher, Barnard 
Castle. 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. NOW READY. 








OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
JOHN W. MARTIN THE HANDBOOK RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 


(THE “‘TRENT OTTER”) TO THE Dey J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


Noo NORTHERN BUIPINGS Jove" “ANE |RIVERS AND BROADS CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 





having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in OF 
the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 











Abest quaity Noingtam fen bz and winch Sue] NORFOLK 8 SUFFOLK. | — iousousitte rauna wah sees 
price 5s, Ld : ’ rseke yh: 
A very superior Nota Rod, Partition Bag, and Safety ote tore. = Setar Ne Ww ar fertea 
ings, price 6s. dxiopoener ce-' neellor Sir W.. Page Wood, Ce ’ 
Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, ‘Be Pee) 1864, Numerous be Apert from eminent 
an rout Rods, same price, physicians accompany each bottle. : 
ses iseceuced os oe Poe : Material and workmanship By G. CHRISTOPHER DAVIES, From W. Cs Wirkrnson, F.R.C.S,, Spalding :— 
guaranteed. Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 6 ider it inva i hthisi d di 
alcompleie outlt tor ‘bottom fabing in the Nottingham Author of The Swan and Hat Crew? cre naa, eaaeble ss ee 
REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and VACKLE, P Sold in bottles, 1s, r4d., 2s. od., and 4s, 6d., by all 
x1 doz. Bottom "olan pg r yard long, hooked and Chemists, 
shotted, price 2s. f : ° ‘ 
Retail dealers liberally treated with. With a Splendidly Coloured Map ot the Rivers Bole rmacaencg eT pads Reh ga ach iineme 
Write for a Price List, free by post, and Broads. : 
In Paper Boards, 1s. 6d. Cloth, 2s. 6d. MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


: ae 5 : ‘ 3 : Southern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 

ie es see Sy Spinning pa rhe Nottingham Style,” by JARROLD and SONS 3, Paternoster Buildings house, stables, barns, &c. En lish Colony.” Full particue 
er,” gent post fres to any address for an, ' 9 ’\ Jars from A. M., care ef Editor, Fienino Gagzerim, 12) 

Address as above; Londen, and Norwich, And all Booksellers, Fetter Lane, E.9,. a ; 


a 
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" SALMON AND TROUT FISHING IN IRELAND. 


By R. B. Marston. 








(Continued from page 194.) 

UST below Ballina, on the right bankas you go down stream, 
J a very pretty little trout stream, the Bunree, falls into the 
_ Moy, and the angler who spares a day to explore it will not regret 
his trouble. In January and February, and again in the fall of 
the year, its waters are often swarming with white trout, which 
run up from the seato spawn. It contains also a fair amount of 
brown trout, and ifit were properly protected would afford first- 
rate fishing of this kind. The best part of the stream is that 
between its mouth and its junction with another stream of almost 

equal sizesome three miles higher up, and the best way to fish it is 
to start at the bridge, which crosses it just above the mouth, and 
fish up. The first quarter of a mile will remind the angler of 
. those pretty little tributaries of the Conway, which fall into that 
river in the neighbourhood of Llanwryst. Rocky pools, witha 
fall of some feet between them, alternate with gentle streams, and 
the high tree-clad banks give acharm to this lower portion of the 
river which is wanting on its upper course. I had several days 
on the Bunree, and generally managed, by the use of small flies 
and fine tackle, to secure two or three white and adozen or two of 
brown trout. The white trout had nearly all departed, much to 
my regret, for they afford capital sport. The minnow is not 
allowed on the Bunree, as its use prevents the return of salmon 
fry, which may be caught. I confess, in my opinion, prohibition 
of the minnow and worm is an unmixed blessing in most cases. 
In one of my excursions tothe BunreeI fell in witha man, who, 
under pretext of showing me the best places, seemed_ determined 
to give me his company all day; in fact, his unneeded services 
became such a nuisance that I had to adopt a plan for getting 
rid of them, which I can recommend to anglers who may be 
troubled in the same way. This garrulous individual made a point 
of getting in the way of my line as I made the back cast. I lost 
one or two flies in his cloth jacket, and then I discovered that he 


had no objection to my so losing any number—it was a cheap way. 


of acquiring a stock. Having a stout cast, with a big salmon 
fly on my hat, I announced my intention of trying for a salmon ; 
and on my persisting, in spite of his assertions that there were no 
salmon in the river—a fact I was well aware of—he evidently 
began to consider I must be insane. However, when he founda 
big salmon fly buzzing about hig ears ina most unpleasant way— 
for I took care, in an apparently undesigned manner, to make it 
sweep round in his direction, wherever he placed himself—he soon 
had enough ofit, and, much to my relief, took himself off. 

About a quarter ofa mile from the bridge is a long, deep pool, 
formed bya mill dam, and although Isaw none, I can quite believe 
Frank Hearn’s statement that it holds a few large brown trout. 
The weather was so cold and rough that there was no fly on the 
water to tempt them to the surface. There are many of these 
long, deep pools formed in a similar way in the next mile or two 
of water, and ina warm breeze they would doubtless yield good 
sport. I got some fish out of them, but more from the sharp, 
shallower streams between. Small flies and the finest tackle must 
be used, for the water is clear as crystal, and a lively white 
tront, which rushes all over the pool and leaps half-a-dozen times 
before he will come to the net, will give you plenty of excitement 
on this tackle. But enough of the Bunree, for, after all, it is too 
small a stream to deserve attention, except when the big river will 
not fish. That it would not fish during the time I was at Ballina 
was my misfortune and not my fault, if continuous hard work 
would have availed. I had one day on the stream below the 
salmon weirs with Frank, and we both fished till our arms ached, 
with nothing but a solitary sea-trout to reward our exertions. 

The best way to fish the Moy is from a boat which your fisher- 
man punts along with a pole, anchoring it every now and then 
while you fish a cast by dropping overboard a big stone fastened 
toa rope. It is true, above the weirs there are many places which 
can be reached from the bank, but by far the most satisfactory way 
_ isto havea boat. Some forty or fifty years ago, the Moy con- 

tained quantities of fine brown trout, but they have gradually dis- 
appeared—killed by the pike which found their way into the river 
from the loughs, in which they had been placed by some most 
misguided being. Having, I suppose, nothing to exist on, the 
pike are fast decreasing in numbers in the Moy; and a small 
urchin, who acted as gillic for me occasionally, informed me that 


the perch used to be numerous where now they have almost dis- 
appeared. From this it will be seen that salmon and grilse fishing 
is the chief, if not the only, sport now afforded by-the Moy; but, 
then, when it is to be had, what splendid fishing it is! Half-a- 
dozen or a dozen good fish in a day is no uncommon catch for an 
angler in June and July. I sincerely hope Mr. Rourke will be 
able to carry out his wish to secure a stretch of the river for 
the’ use of visitors to his hotel, for, after all, it is not 
encouraging to know that you must give up the fish you catch 
or pay for them. I say this, fully appreciating the generosity 
of the proprietors of the fishery in permitting angling at all; but, 
doubtless, the rent they would get from Mr, Rourke would much 
more than repay them for the fish killed by rod and line. And 
Mr. Rourke would find it pay also, for the cost of going to Lough 
Conn for a day more than counterbalances the advantage of being 
able to keep what salmon you do get. 

The Moy rises on the west side of the Ox mountains: its prin- 
cipal tributaries, some of which swarm with small trout, are the 
Owen Gorrow River, the Mullagahane River, the Guishdeen, and 
the Deel, which rises to the east of Mount Nephin, and with other 
smaller streams flows through Loughs Conn and Cullen into the 
Moy just above Foxford. 

The Deel is full of pike, and in the autumn affords fine fishing 
for heavy gillaroo and lake trout, which head up there to spawn. 
These gillaroo are not often taken. Mr. T. R. Sachs, who has 
been several times to Ballina, has captured a few, and so has Mr. 
Woodford, an English gentleman, who pays almost annual visits 
to Lough Conn, staying at the very comfortable lodge on the lake 
kept by Mr.Clarke, jun., of Court Cloughans. Many and great 
were the exploits of Mr. Woodford related to me by Mr. Clarke 
as I fished Lough Conn from his boat. 


(To be continued.) 








RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
Witu DESCRIPTIONS OF ITS FISHERIES. 


By SEDGE WILLow. 


No. II. 


FTER leaving Mr. Beresford’s water there is not much to 
interest us until wereach Tottenham. The navigation river 
contains plenty of roach, dace, perch, &c., but the water is SO 
disturbed that I should advise my readers to leave the fishing to 
the youngsters. 
There is, however, one swim that I may mention while we are 





-in the neighbourhood, and that is off the piles that run out from 


under Lea Bridge, opposite the Prince of Wales tavern. Any of 
Day’s boatmen will put you across for the price of a glass of beer, 
and there are some. good roach to be taken here. Between the 
piles and the waterworks bank there is a deep, steady swim; it 
can be quietly fished from morning till night, as it is quite out of 
the way of the river traffic. I have had many a good basket of 
roach from this spot. 


No. 2.—Tue Ferry Boat FIsHEery. 


Messrs. Day and Sons are the proprietors of the fishing both 
here and at the next water—generally known as Ford’s. I will 
describe each fishery under a separate heading ; but as the terms 
of subscription, close times, &c., are the same in both, it will save 
repetition if I give the particulars now. : 

The subscription to either water is a follows :—For jack-fish- 
ing, &c., 218. ayear, 2s. 6d. a day; for bottom-fishing and fly- 
fishing, ros. 6d. ayear, 18. a day, 6d. half a day. — 

N.B.—A subscriber to either water can, by paying 5s. extra on 
his annual ticket, obtain the privilege of fishing both at the Ferry 
Boat and Ford’s. Se nh 

The fishing for chub and eels is always open; the jack season 
begins on August 15 and ends on March 15; the close time for 
other fish is from March 15 till May 31. ; 

Every true angler will rejoice to hear that the proprietors have 
decided upon abolishing all live-bait gorge fishing ; in future the 
only kind of live-bait fishing allowed will be with snap-tackle. 
This excellent determination will save many an undersized jack 
from an untimely end. 

Tottenham Station is close to the Ferry boat Fishery, but there 
are so few trains on this part of the Great Eastern line that I 
think itis better to travel by the suburban branch to either Seven 
Sisters or Bruce Grove. ‘These two stations.are each about a 
quarter of an hour’s walk from the house; Seven Sisters 1s the 
more convenient on account of the double service of trains. 

There is certainly no water on the Lea, and, so faras I know, no 


water anywhere else, that obtains so much patronage as the Ferry 
yA Pi EY ae 








* Al: rights reseryed. 
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Boat Fishery. I have not asked the question, but I should 
imagine that the proprietors must frequently issue as many as two 
hundred shilling and sixpenny tickets in one day. On Sundays 
and Mondays during the fine weather the banks are perfectly 
crowded with fishermen. On the arrival of each train there is a 
rush to the river, and should one man find his favourite spot 
already taken it is no unusual thing for him to buy the swim of its 
occupant. ; 

Timothy Topjoint has perhaps come down by the first train ; 
he has just started fishing, when along comes Ikey Jacobs. 

‘Nah! dish ish too bad. I kom down o’ purpose to fish dat 
schvimm. I can’t ketch no fish novere elsh. I say, Timoty, vot 
you take for it?” 

“T ain’t a-goin’ to move. Why, I just chucked a lot o’ ground- 
bait in.” 

‘Ere, I tell you what. I gif you sixpence for der schvimm.” 

“Not me. Give us a bob and you can ’ave it.” 

After alittle haggling the swim is sold to Ikey Jacobs for six- 
pence and adrink. By the next train down comes Watteau 
Watersides, breathless. 

‘Ere, Ikey! This ain’t fair. Yer said last Sunday as ’ow yer 
wasn’t a comin’ a fishin’ to-day, so I run down last night and 
baited that there swim for myself. Yer’ll ’ave to fish ‘somewhere 
else, I can tell yer.” 

‘““Vot you take me for? I chust bott der schvimm fon Timoty 
Topjoint. Ven you vant der schvimm you should kom airlier. I 
ain’t goin’ to giff opp der schvimm ven I chust paid money for't, 
‘shelp me!” 

A compromise is at last effected by Watteau Watersides paying 
#key Jacobs for the privilege of fishing by his side. 

My readers may probably think that there can be no fish left in 
a water where anglers are so plentiful: they need have no mis- 
givings. At this water I remember meeting an old man who was 
sniggling for eels. We got into conversation on this very subject. 
He said, ‘Look ’ere, sir. From midday o’ Saturday till sunset 
o’ Monday this water’s all fishermen and no fish; from sunset 
o’ Monday till midday o’ Saturday it’s all fish and no fishermen. 
They chaps is only ‘butterfiy’ anglers; they don’t catch nothin’. 
Why, even eels don’t like a lot 0’ people a-splashin’ about the 
water, and that’s why I always goes a-eelin’ when I comes ’ere of 
a Sunday. The eels is allin their oles, and I fetches ’em out. 
Look ’ere, sir” (showing me a_ bag full of eels as he spoke). 
This old fellow’s remarks exactly fit the case. I have watched 
these men at work so many times that I am convinced that their 
operations make no appreciable difference to the stock of fish. 
For one man who takes twenty fish there are quite nineteen others 
who go away empty, so the whole catch is about one fish per man, 
and these fish are generally small roach. 

The water at the Ferry Boat Fishery consists of three streams, 
each of which is about a mile and a half in length ; they are known 
as the Copper Mill Stream, the Old River, and the Silkweed 
Stream. ‘The last-mentioned may be dismissed in a few words ; 
it contains some good roach, but I never heard of anything else 
being taken out of it. 

After passing through the tavern we have the Copper Mill 
Stream on our right and the Old River on our left. In these 
two waters the angler will find fish of all kinds and swims of all 
kinds. The depth of the Copper Mill Stream is about six feet, 
and I don’t think it varies more than an inch or two at any point. 
This portion of the water is principally noted for roach, dace, 
perch, and eels. There are some good swims behind the sheds, 
from the bridge down to the pig-stye; one of the best is under 
the walnut tree. At the stile is Mr. Harry Chapman’s favourite 
swim, and between this and the three willows several likely spots 
are to be found. The swim under the willows is one that every- 
bady tries to secure, and from the hawthorn bushes down to 
where Jimmy Lifty’s box used’ to stand there are good swims all 
the way; a number of eels are also taken here. 

Jimmy Lifty was formerly the river-keeper, and his box, I may 
mention, was burnt by some mischievous rascals one Sunday 
afternoon, about two years ago. Many’ of the old trees have 
suffered the same fate, the blackened stumps showing where 
they once stood. It appears that these destructive individuals 
drop a lot of lighted fusees into the hollow trunks, and this, in 
dry weather, is quite sufficient to set the tree on fire. 

The Bee Tree swim is the next that we come to, and beyond 
this there area few good swims opposite the Culvert. Thestream 
now gets somewhat stronger, and from the Culvert round the bend 
is Funny Dick’s favourite place. Under the tree that stands by 
itself (the trunk has been divided by a stroke of lightning) is 
Mr. George Chapman’s swim, and further on some good roach 
may be taken just where the low bushes grow. Opposite 


Francis’ weir there are plenty of chub; fish for them j 
: ust belo 
the iron bar that the water flows over ; x 


I —its position can be seen 
by the ridge on the surface of the river. We now come to the 


Top Pool; this isa glorious stretch of water, and holds some 
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jack are always to be found from here down to the stile. 


good fish, especially carp, barbel, and jack. The middle is 
shallow, but the pool is deep at the sides. The carp here are 
monsters, and jack may be found right along to the overflow 
gates. There isaroach swim at the corner, but it frequently 
holds a jack as well, and this is rather awkward. We cannot go 
any further, as we are now at the commencement of Ford’s water; 
so we will turn back and explore the Old River, which tuns parallel - 
to that we have just finished. 

Before we leave the Copper Mill stream, let me just mention 
a bait thatI have found very effective in this and other roach 
waters. Itis generally called the bread-bait, and although well 
known on the Thames, is scarcely ever used in the Lea. You 
must procure a new, slack-baked cottage loaf, and after thoroughly 
soaking it in water, cut off athin slice from the outside. Lay 
this crust downwards ona plate or piece of board, and then 
divide it into little squares. Bait your hook with one of these, 
run the poiat through the crumb and fix it inthe crust. Great 
care must be taken both in putting the line into the water and in 
drawing it out, as the bait is such a delicate one that it will only 
stand very gentle usage. I have taken roach with this when they 
wouldn’t look at paste or gentles, and they take the float down 
with such a jerk that it seems as if their suspicions were not 
aroused by the appearance of a piece of bread, which may have 
floated off the ground-bait. The crust should be of a dark cream 
colour, not browned; and stale bread is almost useless, because 
it will not hold on to the hook. 

Now forthe Old River. We are walking towards thé house, 
with the Copper Mill stream on our left. On those stones under 
the overflow gates immense quantities of fish may be seen imme- 
diately after the spawning season. At such times the rough water 
seems alive with them, and anybody beholding that black mass 
will be quite convinced that there is no lack of fish in this river. 
Kingfishers abound just here, and a trout is seen occasionally. 
There are a lot of perch between the gates and the bridge, and a™ 
fly neatly thrown under that old hawthorn bush on the other side 
will frequently draw achub or two from the water. Many rare 
birds have been shot just where these beds of rushes.are, and jack 
always hang about this spot. ‘The first swim in the Old River is 
opposite the end of the black fence. .It is known as the Top 
Boundary swim, and though only three or four feet deep, is a 
very good place for chub. Lower down there are two trees exactly — 
opposite each other, one on either side of the river; here are 
barbel and chub in any quantity. As the river runs off to the 
bend we pass another bed of weeds, and then the water deepens — 
to about seven feet; there are jack all about here, and some very 
fine roach. We have now reached Francis’ weir again. In the 
pool, where the waters join, there are pleniy of bream, but they 
seldom exceed 21b. in weight. Perch may be found from the 
weir down to the corner, and now we come to one of the prin- 
cipal spawning places in the water. There are weedy shallows 
for about a hundred yards, and the operations of the fish may | 
frequently be watched from the banks. The proprietors have to 
keep a sharp look-out, as the boys come down here with landing 
nets, and have been known to ladle fish out of the river in the - 
spawning time. ; 

Leaving the shallows, we pass an old tree under which, down by 
the stones, thirty or forty barbel may frequently be seen. The 
water is deep and fishy all along here, and runs up to another bed 
of weeds. Opposite the low bushes is a capital spot for barbel,. 
and this is where Mr. Fitzgerald gets a lot of chub with the fly. 
Further down is a sunken tree ; this also is haunted by barbel and 
chub. In the bend there are generally two or three jack, and 
between the stones that lie about here many eels are taken by 
sniggling. Round about the next sunken tree is a favourite place * 
or Tommy Windsor’s; there are plenty of dace and a few chub 
here. ‘Those two old tree stumps mark some famous roach swims 
and barbel; perch and roach abound in this bend. Wenow come 
to another tree that has succumbed to the floods, and here isa 
capital hole for large roach and an occasional tench. By the tree 
is Mr. Dodd’s barbel swim; it is 8 feet deep there. 

Step over the ditch and you are opposite a backwater known to 
everybody as Bell’s Hole. Daddy Lee generally fishes up there ; 
there are chub, roach, perch, and jack all about this spot. Along 
by the hawthorn bushes are several good roach and chub <i 

nthe 
other side of the river is the Bottom Boundary swim, 8 feet deep 
close in, a well-known place for roach. Many a jack of ro lb. 
has been taken by those low bushes over there; there is one in 
the bar that weighed 15 ]b. when caught. A good many bream 
are taken in the swim by the stile, and there are plenty of eels 
about here. 

We must now go through the house again and across the bridge. 
Under this bridge are some enormous carp, and there is an old- 
standing promise with regard to them. Anybody who catches 
one, by fair means, can go into the house and claim a sovereign - 
and a bottle of wine. This is no joke; the carp are there and 
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may be seen on any bright afternoon when the sun is high and 
the water low. I have watched them over and over again, and 
there is one with a white spot on his forehead that may weigh 
anything between r5 and zolb. One is hooked occasionally, 

but the water where they are is full of piles and stumps, and 
directly after you feel your fish—you don’t feel him—but you feel 
that he has broken your line. 

Between the bridge and the island is a celebrated bream hole; 
it is Io to 12 feet deep, and is known to all the Lea fishermen. 
Round the island’are shoals of dace, and one subscriber is quite 
famed for large takes from this spot with the fly-rod. The water 
from here to the pool averages 17 feet in depth, and large fish 
may frequently be seen playing about in the cool of the evening. 


There is a well-known jack that lurks round here; Mr. Styman | 


‘has tried for him most patiently, but without success. The 
vagaries of this fish are very amusing; he seizes your live bait 
with avidity, and after running about “all over the shop ” he 
invariably leaves it on the other side of the river. He knows the 
look of a snap-hook, and refuses to come near it ; but I fancy a 
spinning-bait would not fail to meet with his approval. He is 
-said to weigh all rs Ib. 

In the Bottom Pool are plenty of bream, tench, perch, and 
jack. Mr. DaCosta has had many a 40 lb. bag of bream out of 
this place, and it was here that he took, in one day, two perch of 
over 2 lb. each, and two tench of over 4 1b. each. 

We have now been all over the water, and there is very little 
more to note. The brothers Day are all nice fellows, and they all 
take an interest in angling matters ; Mr. Harry Day has the chief 
control of the piscatorial branch of the business, and he does 
everything that is possible for the benefit of the fish and the 
fishermen. In the house are a number of lockers for the use of 
subscribers, and the Act on the Square Angiing Society holds its 
meetings in a room upstairs. 


a 
| = 
PRIZES FOR THE INTERNATIONAL ANGLERS’ 
TOURNAMENT. 


Was S. ALCOCK AND CO., wholesale fishing-rod and 
tackle manufacturers, of Standard Works, Redditch, kindly 
yay one of Perk’s’ registered waterproof-joint fly-rods, value 
£1 28. 6d. 
Messrs. Watson and Sons, of 3:3, High Holborn, write as 
follows :— 





S1R,—We shall have much pleasure in presenting one of our Premier 
fly-rods, 12 feet, price £2 10s., asa prize in your forthcoming Anglers’ 
Tournament. 

We hope the meeting may be very successful and much benefit the 
society, which has, we are sure, in common with all others interested 
in angling, our very best wishes.—We ate, &c., 

W. WATSON AND SONS. 


Many other prizes, of which we have not particulars at present, 


eer promised (see report of the Piscatorial Society this 
veek). 








_ NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


| HARDY BROTHERS’ ANGLING GUIDE AND PRICE 
LIST. 


Messrs. Harpy Broruers, of Alnwick, send us the sixth edition 
of this useful little work revised and enlarged. It contains some 
ound practical hints for trout anglers from Messrs. Hardys’ own 
‘xperience, and also full particulars of all their very fine and varied 
ngling goods.. Weare glad to hear they intend to have a first- 
‘lass show at the Exhibition. We have often recommended 
|VLessrs. Hardy’s goods, and have often been thanked by anglers 
| or doing so. 3 

One thing we would point out to Messrs. H., and that is that 
t is a short-sighted policy to make any charge for what is really, 
fter all, a trade catalogue. 


CE Se a 








THE IZAAK WALTON SILK HANDKERCHIEF. 


SOMEWHERE in our advertising columns will be found an 

— advertisement of a novelty and curiosity. It consists of a 
*\Ctorial representation on a silk handkerchief of Izaak Walton 
ind many freshwater fish, with notes on their capture, the best 
imes, places, baits, &c., also the music of “An Anglers’ Song,” 
ind other information, all evidently taken from some very early 
>dition of Walton, judging from the ludicrous drawings of fish 
ind the antiquated information. It isa pity the proprietors have 
}1ot mentioned on it that the handkerchief is not intended to be 


’ 


more than an interesting Walton relic, as some critics may say 
the cuts and information are misleading. As an ornament for 
the back of the angler’s arm-chair we can recommend this 
kerchief, or for keeping the flies off when taking the proverbial 
forty winks. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following resolution was carried unanimously by our society :—That 
this society approves of the scheme proposed by Mr. Geen of the amalgamation 
of the three associations, as it believes it will have weight in furthering the 
interests of London anglers generally, and can be carried on at a very great 
reduction of expense.—C. Simpson, sec. 





AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

To relieve the monotony of the fence months a plain supper will be held in 
the club-room of the above society on Wednesday, May 23rd, at 2s. per head. 
Memters can introduce friends, or any brother angler wishing to do so, by 
giving notice not later than the 2oth of May. Members’ particular attention 
1s called to quarterly night, May 16th.—J. Worrepar. 

May 10. 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fourth annual supper of the above club will take place on Wednesday, 
June 6th, at the club-house; Bro. Somers, sen., in the chair, taced by Bro, 
Shakel.—W. Davis, sec. 

May 9. 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 15s. 
from the donation-box of the Watford Piscatorials, and ros. from the donation- 
box of the Alliance Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, secretary. 

May Io. _ 
BERMONDSEY BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first visit of the South London United Visiting List took place on 
Thursday, May 3rd, at the above club, when over fifty brothers of the rod were 
present, the following clubs being represented, viz. : Second Surrey, Rodney, 
South London, Peckham Brothers’, Foxley, South-Eastern, United Brothers’, 
and Anglers’ Pride. Messrs. Allen and Field, in a few words, explained the 
object of the meeting, which was well received by all present. Mr. Croker, 
sec. B. B., returned thanks on behalf of the club, and expressed a wish that 
the clubs in the south-east would take the question up, so that there would be 
more friendship amongst anglers. The meeting was a great success, and augurs 
well for the future meetings of the above society. Several good songs were 
sung by Messrs. Croot (B. B.), Grant and Bignell (P. B.), Copeland (S.-E.), 
‘Fine Old Jolly Angler,’”? Wright (2nd Surrey), Watts (United), Haines 
(A. P.), G. George (2nd Surrey), and Allen and Frost (B. B.). Mr. Page 
(Peckham Brothers’) gave arecitation in good style, entitled “The Murdered 
Fisher-boy at Sea,’” which was well received. The next visit will be paid to 
the Second Surrey Angling Society, the first week in June. The annual supper 
of the Bermondsey Brothers’ takes place on Tuesday, June sth.—A. G. 
CROKER, sec. 








CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A smoking concert of the members and friends of the above society took 
place on the 3rd inst., and will be continued every alternative Thursday until 
further notice. The first concert left nothing to be desired. Mr. Lee, as 
chairman, was indefatigable, and after an overture frem Mr. H. Reeves, which 
was fully appreciated, commeneed the singing with ‘‘ Wait Till the Clouds 
Roll By,”’ which was excellently rendered and well received. Mr. E. Chambers, 
vice, told the tale of his love by singing, ‘* Will You Be My Hollyhock,’’ 
followed by Mr. F. Granfield, with «« My Heart’s Best Love,’’ in good style ; 
Mr. Blackshaw’s comic song, ‘‘ The Poor Chinee” was well received, as was 
Mr. Keeping’s ‘Darling Daisy.” Mr. S. Dare bashfully gave ‘Come 
Along, Do,” in a most amusing manner, Mr. S. Lowrie proved our vocal star 
of the evening; his rendering of ‘* Come into the Garden, Maud,”’ received quite 
an ovation, as did his encore song, ‘‘My Sweatheart When a Boy.’’ Mr. 
Benjamin gave ‘‘ Ehrin on the Rhine,’’ which was much applauded, as also was 
Mr. Howard's comic song. Mr. T. Price told the company how he was ‘ Going 
To Do Without ’Em,’’ not meaning the company. Mr. Blackman’s ‘* White 
Rose ’’ was wellsung. Mr. Noel amused all, to nosmall degree, in two ex- 
ceedingly comic songs, inducing the members to hold their sides and roar with 
laughter. We must not forget Mr. Gordon, whose clever reading of ‘* Kugéne 
Aram ”’ showed that he had given much study to this particular reading to 
make it such a success, and we hope to be favoured with its repetition at our 
next concert. Mr. Baker’s humorous reading by ‘‘ Boz,’? in which the Fair 
Jemima figured, received its deserved approbation, as did Mr. Putman’s comic 
song, and Mr. Norman’s selection. A vote of thanks to the visitors was ably 
responded to by Mr. R. Ghurney, and similar recognition passed upon Messrs. 
Reeves and Epeleth for their services at the piano. A most enjoyable 
evening was brought to a close witha vote of thanks to the chairman and vice- 
chairman.—E. C. 





CITY OF LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Several of our members have been out during the past week, but have only 
met with poor sport, which is no doubt owing in a great measure to the cold 
and unseasonable weather we have experienced. I may mention that we are 
putting many small roach, dace, &c., into Newsham and Sefton Park lakes, 
so as to keep up the stock of fish. Our next match takes place on Thursday, 
the 24th inst., and should the weather be favourable we hope to have a success- 
ful and enjoyable day’s fishing.—R. P. PICKTHALL, sec. 


EUSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Eustonians went out to their annual dinner last Sunday in fine weather, 
and enjoyed themselves thoroughly, Mr. Harry Packer taking them well 
through the country (not forgetting the shortest routes). They dined off a very 
good dinner at the Bridge Inn, Amberley.—R. Nate, sec. 


May Io. ———— 

4 GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the fourth quarterly meeting of this society, held on the 8th inst., among 
those present were Messrs. Allen, Green, Hotham, Muer, J. Roach, Stanton, 
Stoner, Whitehead, West, &c. Mr. H. West (in consequence of Mr. G 
Dixie having resigned the office of secretary) by special request agreed to acta 
secretary till such time as the society should elect somebody else for this and 
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other important business. A. special general meeting will take place on the 
16th, and all members are summoned to attend. The Fish Book has been 
audited, and the following are the gross weights:—Mr. T. Green takes the 
first with 91 lb. 141 oz., including one gross of bream, 41 1b., and one gross of 
roach, 42 lb. 12} oz. Mz. Whitehead came second with 91 1b. } oz., including 
38 lb. of bream. Mr. Lawford follows third, with 37 lb. q#0z. Mr. G. Ent- 
wistle, one gross of jack, 26 1b. 1510z. There were twenty-nine members 
weighed in fish, and the total amounted to 479 lb. 2} 0z.—PIXIE. 





STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The eastern district visit of angling clubs to the above, took place on Tues- 
day, the 8th inst, a very wet evening having the effect of cons iderably 
diminishing the attendance. Upon the roll being called, the following clubs 
were well represented:—The Amicable Brothers, Hoxton Brothers, Good 
Intent, Burdett, Dalston, Reform, and Original Clerkenwell Piscatorials. The 
next visit goes to the Burdett Anglers, the Joiners’ Arms, Hackney Road.— 
TI. GRETTON, sec. 





WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Thetenth annual dinner of the above society took place at the St. Paul's 
Tavern, Westmoreland Road, Walworth, on Thursday, May 3rd. Mr. J. 8. 
‘Weatherhead occupied the chair, assisted by Mr. R. la Feuillade. About fifty 
sat down, among them being Messrs. C: Bansback, sen., J. Collins, Esq. ; 
Delehaye, sen., H. Dale, J.lafeuillade, F. Grigg, J. Kelly, Kirwell, T. 
Pearson, E. Spencer, H. Sutcliffe, G. Smith, W. Taylor, T. Wood, &c., &c., 
all of whom enjoyed, and did justice to, the good things supplied for the 
occasion by Mr. and Mrs. Bansback. Grace having been said by Mr. Weather- 
head, the cloth was removed. The company were entertained with selections 
from various operas by Messrs. Kelly and Co. First toast, given by Mr. 
Weatherhead, ‘‘ The Queen and Royal Family.’? He spoke of the interest 
that her Majesty and all the Royal Family took in the Fisheries Exhibition and 
the Academy of Music—two things out a vast number of others that would be 
the means of doing a great deal of good. ‘‘God Save the Queen’’ was then 
sung by all present. Song by Mr. Wood, ‘‘Flippity Flop Young Man.’’ The 
secretary’s report followed, which was to the effect that the society had cleared 
off all its debts, and was £9 6s. 1d. cash in hand. The total amount of cash 
prizes competed for during the season amounted to nearly £60, to say nothing 
about watches, brushes, perambulators, half. tons of coals, sides of bacon, cigars, 
tobacco, boots, tankards, and a host of other things, all of which were either in 
hand or else they would be by the night of the distribution. The gross weight 
of fish taken during the season only amounted to 500lb. ‘This might be ac- 
counted for by the flooded state the rivers were in at the best part of the 
season. Cornet solo, Mr. Kelly. ‘‘ Success to the Walworth Waltonians,”’ 
coupling with it the name of Mr. H. Bayley, was next proposed by the chairman, 
who said that it gave him great pleasure in prop ‘sing the toast, more especially 
after the account just given by the secretary. ‘‘ You have heard the report 
made by our secretary inreference to the cause of our gross weight of fish being 
so small. Now, when I consider the number of members that go out fishing, 
and the pollution of different rivers with stuffs from various channels—all de- 
trimental to fish —I think that we are not the only society who have had a small 
gross weight during the past season, and when the Pollution of Rivers Bill is 
passed, it will be much better for allanglers; and I do hope and trust that the 
time is not far distant when we shall have a fishery commission, the same 
as they have in America, Germany, and France at the present time. Gentle- 
men, I ask you one and all to drink Success to the Walworth Waltonians,”’ 
coupled with the name of Mr. H. Bayley. Song, ‘‘ A Flag at Half-mast High,” 
Mr. W. Taylor. In response, Mr. H. Bayley said : ‘Gentlemen I return you 
my sincere thanks for the manner in which you have coupled my name with the 
Walworth Waltonians. It gives me great pleasure to be here to-night, as this is 
our tenth anniversary, and I do not think during the whole of that time that I 
have missed (excepting through illness), attending the society oncea week. We 
have had a gcod many ups and downs during that time. When we first started 
there was only the South London at this end of London, and to give honour 
where honour is due, ‘Tom Hugkes’ is the one whotaught us roach-fishing, 
and how to use a Lea roach pole. Till he came and settled down amongst us very 
few of us knew’anything about fishing at all. At that time, where there were two 
societies, there are now about fifty. Gentlemen, I said ‘Tom Hughes’—I 
ought to have said Mr, T. Hughes; but he is so well known by the first, that I 
use it now ; and as an illustration, some time last season I was travelling to- 
wards the Upper Thames, and a fellow-traveller asked me what sport I had 
had during the season. I answered not much, but Mr. T. Hughes had suc- 
ceeded in getting a nice barbel about 12 lb. ‘MrT. Hughes ? You mean ‘‘ Tom 
Hughes’’ don't you °’ Iremarked that was the gentleman. ‘ Well, you know,’ he 
answered,-‘I hope that gentleman will excuse my familiarity, but that is the 
only name Ihave knownhim by.’ ’’ Recitation—Mr. Collins, ‘‘.A Mother’s Love.”’ 
The ‘‘ Prize Winners’’ was responded to by Mr, Fox. Song—J. P.Wheeldon 
Esq., ‘‘ Friar of Orders Grey.’’ ‘ Prize Donors and Visitors ’’ was responded to 
by Mr. Waters in a very able manner, by starting the prize list for next season, 
and the following prizes were promised for competition for next season :—Mr. 
Waters, £1 Is.; Piolaine, £1 11s. 6d. ; Mawbey, £1 Is.; Irons, £1 Is.; Beale, 
£1 Is.; Weatherhead, £2 2s.; Sutcliffe, £2 2s.; Hunt, £1 1s.; Edwards, 
£1 Is.; J. la Feuillade, £1 1s,; R, la Feuillade, £1 10s.; J. Collins, £2 2s.; 
Hawkridge, £1 Is.; Fox, £1 1s.; Delehaye sen., £1 1s.; Delehaye, jun., 
Alis.; Russell, £11s.; Boalch, £z 1s.; Murray, £1 1s.; Newport, £1 1s.; 
Quodling, £1 1s.; IT. Pearson, £11s.; R. Cain, Ar 1s.; W. Brown, £1 1s.; 
Batsback £3 3s.: Mr. F. Grigg, two sides of bacon; Gilkert, oil painting; 
W. Taylor, smoker’s companion, J. P. Wheeldon Nottingham rod, reel and 
line, for largest barbel taken during the season ; Rayner, dressing-case ; Harris, 
wringing machine ; Linstead, ros. 6d. ; Blowes, 10s. 6d. The list is still open, 
gentlemen, and the secretary has taken on two clerks for this occasion. Re- 
citation, by that master of eloquence, Mr. Smith, his ‘‘ Stroller’s Story ’’ gave 
immense satisfaction, Proposed by Mr. R, la Feuillade, ‘‘ The Press,’’ which 
was resporded to by Mr. J. P. Wheeldon and “ Pixie.” The former, having 
spoken about the good the press had done in general, also stated that the first 
prize that he had won in the Walworth Waltonians was a watch given by Dr. 
Carpenter ; he wore it at the present time, and it was as good a timekeeper as 
ever he wished to have. He then spoke about those ‘‘ pests ’’ to all anglers, 
viz., steam launches, and what had been done to stop them, and wound up by 
calling especial attention to the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, asa fund that ought 
to receive the warmest support of every angler. Toast, Mr. Bayley, ‘* Our 
Host and Hostess,’’ was responded to by Mr. C. Bansback, sen. The rest of the 
evening was devoted to harmony, both vocal and instrumental. Mr. Sutcliffe 
Friends, Messrs. Smith, Collins, Wood and Kelly, &c., contributed greatly 
towards the evening’s amusement; ‘The sun had started on its journey when 
we sang ‘‘ God Save the Queen,’’ and we all departed and reached home in time 
to see the milkman leaying the milk at the door.—PIxir. 
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WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening. The 
members were reminded of their subscriptions to the Angters’ Benevolent — 
Society being now die, and a host of names are already on the list for the 
coming year. During the evening Mr. G. Evans brought ina trout taken by 
him that day, weight 421b.; and Mr. Hulier was again successful in securing 
one on Monday from the Thames, scaling nearly 31b.—H. T., sec. 

May 9. ——— 
a WOOLWICH INVICTA ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society held their 14th annual dinner at the Golden Marine, Fran-— 
cis Street, Woolwich. The chair was taken by Mr. Fred Latham, faced by Mr. C. 
Clark, which proved a perfect success. The spread was very tastefully arranged 
upon the table by our worthy host, Mr. W. Davis, who spared no trouble or 
expense in placing good things before us for our enjoyment. On the cloth — 
being removed, and the usual loyal toasts having beea given and heartily 
received, the distribution of prizes for the past season took place, the chairman 
addressing the successful members with a few well-chosen words of congratula- 
tion. A new prize-list for the coming season was then started, and I am 
happy to say the amount of money given far exceeds that of pastyears. The 
prize business being over, harmony became the order of the evening. The 
following gentlemen sang some excellent songs:—Messrs. Latham,- Perry, 
King, Levett, Kay, Beasley, Madlious, Pycroft, and Knight, accompanied by 
Mr. W. Maddock on the piano, after which the toasts were given—‘* The So- 
ciety,” “ Chairman,” ‘ 8ecretary,’’ and “ Visitors ”” not forgetting our worthy 
«‘ Host and Hostess,” which was fairly deafening with rounds and rounds of 
cheers, and finished our very happy evening, concluding with ‘‘ Auld Lang 
Syne.’’—J. PERCY. \ 

May 8. -— : 

WORCESTER IZAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Fishing has been almost a dead letter in this neighbourhood this week. 
Wind east by north-east nearly the whole week, and cold to a degree. A few 
of our members have been out, but with little success. There has been but one 
brace weighed in, and those not large ;_ but we have hopes next week of doing 
better, as we are expecting some water down. Rain is falling, which will be a 
great blessing to the community at large—our trout streams were almost dry. 
In your issue of this and last week I see there has been a little controversy — 
between ‘‘A. R. I. E. L.”’ and H. S. Hall respecting a trailing flight of hooks 
and their utility, which, in my estimation, is but slight indeed for kiliing pur- 
poses. It gives.a better appearance to the bait and assists greatly the action 
of the minnow through the water, more particularly in dead water, or rather, I 
should say, of sluggish water. The utility must be small, seeing that 
trout and likewise pike take their prey sideways and up-hill, which, if notice is 
taken of the position of the hooks in trout particularly, the fact will soon be 
demonstrated. I have seen when a fish has missed his bait he has been hooked 
foul with the tail hooks, but rarely landed, more especially if trouty has ‘a good 
stream in his favour. Our famous Abbess Archimedian minnow are all so fitted 
up, and a deadly minnow it is considered. I heard that a local gentleman had- 
landed a couple of salmon while spiuning at one of our weirs, but I cannot 
vouch for the facts, as I have not had time to gather them, but will let you 
know in next. I have sent you a couple of cuttings from our local papers, 
showing the necessity for our Fishery Association to take some action. I am 
glad to say our river is very low and very bright, but I may say exempt from. 
sewage matter, to the extent of the Wye at least. Rain is falling now, so we 
may expect to have some angling next week.—C. Pricn, hon, sec. 

Worcester, April 28. 

“¢ Lindridge.—Good News for Anglers.—There has been recently caught by 
the side of Teme two large female otters, weighing 141b. They were caught 
at Meadow’s Mills, and their skins are being preserved with the intention of — 
being made into a waistcoat.’’ 4 

‘‘ The anglers in the neighhourhood of Hereford have a grievance. One of 
them, writing to the London Zimes, says :—‘I beg to call your attention to this 
fact—that fine fish are dying by scores in our river Wye, below Hereford. The 
last ‘‘fresh’’ we had, our nets were so loaded with sewage that we could not 
drag them out. Since the water has become low, Jast spring's trout and gray- 
ling are to be found dead in large quantities with the fungus on their bodies. © 
The salmon are also much tainted on their heads. Three I am taking into 
Hereford are badly attacked with it. Should you think at this time of the year 
strong disinfectants, such as carbolic acid, &c., that are used in the City drains, © 
would have a dire effect on the fish now that the water is low in the river? 
This should have attention paid to it at once, or our anglers may give up all 
thought of sport in the river Wye.’ I wonder whether anglers in the Severn” 
have made similar discoveries ? If so, it would be interesting to hear what they — 
have to say on the matter.’’ ; A 

[Received too late for last week.—Eb.] 

Angling quite at a discount. I have not heard of a single fish being taken 
with the rod and line, the wind blowing a regular nor’-wester at times; the 
water extremely low. The trout streams are comparatively dry. There have 
been a few salmon taken with the nets, but very few. No rain to speak of 
has fallen this week ; snow has fallen upon two or three occasions this week 
slightly. —PiscaTor. 
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Mr. S¥YERS, fishing in Harborne Reservoir, on the 4th inst., took ; 
large jack, with a gentle whilst roach-fishing. He had already 
taken forty-two roach. It is almost needless to add that after Mr. 
Jack came he had no more sport with the roach. : 

Cold east winds have prevented anything worthy of note being don 
at Bracebridge. - ie 
Amongst the stuffed fish exhibited by the Birmingham and Midland. 
Piscatorial Association at the Great International Fisheries Exhibi= 
tion will be found the famous perch, weighing 10} 1b.. respecting 
which there has been so much controversy ; also a fine barbel, weigh-_ 
ing 1341b. Two bream, 4% and 531b. respectively. These fish are 
contributed by a member of the above club (Mr. W. Reynolds). | 
Hy A, Se 


BIRMINGHAM ANGLING NOTES.—THE BIG st tok 








a | 
Grorcr JAmEs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites” 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sen! 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A ‘trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices$ 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctual 
attended to.—[ Avvrt.] i a: 4 


May 12, 1883.) 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





J. H. E. SHADWELT, Bristol.—You will find descriptions of the Graining 
in the standard works on British Fishes, by Couch, Yarrell, &c. This fish 
is found in some of the rivers of Cheshire and Lancashire. It is a distinct 
species, and specimens have several times been sent. to us by Lancashire 
anglers, ; : 

‘P., Plymouth—You can register an ornamental design at a much more 
reasonable rate than a useful one. It costs about £3 1os., including agent’s 
fee, as against £13, ormore. It is far better and safer toemploy an agent, 
only get a respectable one. Messrs. Newton and Son, of 66, Chancery 
Lane, are as good as any in London. 

YoRKSHIREMAN.—We would recommend you to defer your visit to the 
Exhibition until the beginning of June; it will then be in a far more 

-advanced stage of completion than it is at present. Unquestionably it 
will be the finest thing of the kind ever attempted. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[We donotholdourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


} THAMES FISHERMEN’S PROVIDENT AND BENEFIT 
SOCIETY. 


Srr,—I beg to enclose you a copy of the rules, &c, of the Thames 
Fishermen’s Provident and Benefit Society, formed and passed at a meeting of 
the Society held at the Ashley Hotel, on Monday evening last, the 7th May, 

and shall feel greatly obliged if you will favour us with insertion of the same in 
the Wisnina GAzertn. By doing this you will confer a great benefit on a very 
deserving body of men, and greatly further the objects of the Society: Those 
gentlemen and patrons of the Thames fishermen who are willing to support the 
same are solicited to communicate with either Mr. F. C. Pearce, treasurer of 
‘the Piscatorial Seciety ; Mr. James Lauder, hon. sec. Piscatorial Society ; 
Mr. H. Gray, Member Piscatorial Society ; or myself.—I am, &c., 
\. 16,, Sackville-street, Piccadilly. JAMES STARTIN, 
__P.S.—The following gentlemen have signified their willingness to support 
the above Society :—Messrs, Francis Francis, R. B. Marston, A. J. Little, T. 
Spreckley, W. Hi. Brougham, Lemann, &c., and many of the Thames fishermen 
‘have expressed their desire to join the Society already. 
nhy° will endeavour to find room elsewhere in our columns for the report.— 
D. 


PEG-DOWN MATCHES, &c., CONVICTION UNDER THE 
: MUNDELLA ACT. 

Str,—I am pleased to inform you that the City Magistrates inflicted fines of 
5s. each and costs upon the manager of the Gloucester Fish Supply Stores, and 
‘armman named Priice, of Tewkesbury, for offering fresh-water fish for sale during 
the close time. The Severn Commissioners’ water bailiff here, through a little 
pressure from the members of the Angling Clubs, took the matter up, and 
brought it to a successful issue—not before the time, either, for it was no 
uncommon thing to seea dish of roach being hawked from door to door, Now, 
peg-down matches, so far as my experience goes, are a regular farce. Ihave 
been a club man now going on two years, and have fished at two of these 
matches. Atthe first, I believe, nine or ten competed for two hours, and at the 
finish not a single scale fish was caught. Thesecond match about 20 took part 
in (also two hours), and your humble servant was the winner with a Tom Pope 
that would not turn the scales with an.ounce weightin. It was a bit of fun, of 
course, and I was nick-named Tom Pope; but what cared I? Let them laugh 
that win. We had a sweepstakes on of 6d. each, and my little friend won that 
for me, and I lushed my pals with theirown money. Now for the objectionable 
part of the business: while the competitions were going on several on-lookers 
kept ‘‘sentry’’ on the bank, and walked backwards and forwards, stopping 
‘here and there and repeatedly asking, ‘‘ Have you caught anything ?’’ ‘* What 
luck 2?’ *‘How do ’um bite?’’ ‘*What are you fishing with?’’ &c.,- &c. 





How is it possible for an angler to have his whole attention upon what he is” 


come for, when these people are continually running about and asking him such 
foolish questions ? Of course these competitions came off close at home—one 
in the river when the water was full of snow-broth, and the other in the canal, 
‘with the water nearly as thick, and: quite the colour of pea-soup. I, with 
several friends, have permission to fish ina gentleman’s pools not far from 
Gloucester that are literally alive with fish; but, strange to say, we never 
manage to take more than one or two fish after angling several hours. The 
‘pools are surrounded with rushes, and you can see the big fish jumping all over 
“he water, but still they are notto be had. I should like to have the tip from 
one of your numerous readers, that is well up in this kind of angling, how to fish 
such pools.—I am, &c. Wis 
Gloucester. 






















PRIZE-FISHING. 

Stn,—£t tu, ‘‘ Ravensbourne ’’—what, another Mark Antony in the field! 
Where shall we unfortunate anglers who have to compete for prizes hide our 
liminished heads ? Oh, would that happy time had arrived when the pike and the 
“ace shall swim peacefully together side by side, finin fin, without a thought of 
riolence on the one side, or a fear on the other. Thenj indeed, ‘‘ pothunter 
would be an extinct species, as also men who probably preach what they do not 
oractice. Yes, in that far-away period, the parable of ‘‘ the pharisee and the 
ublican”’ will have no application, and everyone will have learned neither to 
“hink or speak evil. But to return. Does ‘‘ Ravensbourne”? ‘verily? mean. to 
issert that because I and other anglers choose to compete for prizes, no matter 
whether they are the traditional ‘‘ copper kettles,’’ or the new-fangled ‘silver 
orize medals, ’? we must necessarily be incapable of contemplation or ofa pure 
enjoyment of the beauties and glories of surrounding nature? Fie, fie, sir; 
what manner of man are you, who thus appropriates to yourself all the virtues ? 
But assume a virtue if you have it not isa good worldly maxim. And for 
‘Ravensbourne ”’ to say that my opinion of anglers is a poor one is a little 
strong. Ihave a far higher opinion of them than he has, for I believe that 94 
ver cent. of the 95 are simply incapable of doing anything they need be ashamed 
»f, even though ‘‘ R.’’ broadly assetts they are not. And I also believe that 
he 94 per cent. do Icve angling for itself alone, and nature pure and simple, 
»qually with yourself, and are as capable of enjoying social intercourse as you, 
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or any one else who chooses to libel them—although at th > time they may be 
committing the deadly sin of competing for a prize.—I am, \ :c., 
R. WooLFatt, s 
Hon. sec. the Liverpool Ang) 1g Association. 


PRIZE-FISHING. 

Srr,—I must beg leave to reply to Mr. Woolfall’s lastand n ostentertaining, 
although not particularly logical, letter. 

He, some time ago, wrote a letter stigmatising a pegged-down match as an 
‘‘abominable practice’’; and yet in the 4th paragraph of his last letter 
positively objects to my not being able to conceive ‘how any human being 
calling himself an angler can engage in a pegged-down match.”’ 

Fair play isa jewel, Mr. W.; do not, the next time you make a quotation, 
leave out a portion simply—so it seems to me-—to gain a point. 

Mr. W. makes (for one who believes in prize-fishing) a remarkable and most 
damaging admission, namely, that if prizes were done away with, the 
different associations would obtain the funds which are now used for that 

urpose. 
Then Mr. W. and those who agree with him must admit that they are 
upholding asystem requiring money, which should—and, he says, would—beused 
for a better purpose. 

I did not expect such a grand argument from him; but the ways of prize- 
are inscrutable—especially those who are divided in opinion as to 
which of the many ‘‘abominable’’ ways of fishing for prizes is the least 
objectionable.—I am, &c., MArK ANTONY. 

[This must close the correspondence on this subject. We invariably find 
that when a controversy has gone on as this has done for some weeks, the 
writers begin to ‘' fling ink,’’ andthe trouble of “ editing’’ their letters and 
cutting out personalities and libels becomes too much.—ED | 





A FINE THAMESER. 


S1r,—I have from my friend, Mr. M. C. Sturgis, the following memorandum, 
which will interest your readers :— 

‘(Fishing with Bob Young, at Hambledon, April 28th, I caught a trout 
weighing 12]b. 110z.; length from nose to tail, 28 inches; girth, 184 inches. 
The fish is being preserved by Saunders, of Islington.’’ 

The fish was taken with a live bait—a bleak. I hope to have the pleasure of 
paying a visit to this fine fish—which I have not yet seen—at the approachiag 
Exhibition, 

Measurements are no test of weight. The great Overton (Hants) trout, 
which I took with asmall snail many years (alas !) ago, was measured by a lady’s 
tape, and gave 23} inches in length and 11} in girth, and scaled considerably 
less than Mr. Sturgis’s fish—not half, if I recollect rightly. Of course, it was 
somewhat ill- proportioned, but was very handsome. And as we flung the 
fellow down, silver, green, and gold and bright spotted, it provoked from a 
stolid and silent youngster, who would stick to us, anemphatic ‘Golly !’’— 
Lam, &c., N. TRAVERS. 

May 3. 


TOO LONG A CLOSE SEASON. 
S1r,—In your editorial note to Mr. Malcom’s remarks about the fence months 


_and spawning of roach, &c., yousay atime will come when an alteration will be 


made. I for one certainly hope so, for we poor one-day-a-week fishermen have 
by far toolonga close season. I have not caught a fish since October last, 
through floods, &c. 

No doubt Mr. M. is quite right about the time fish spawn, and amongst all the 
readings at the different clubs I wonder a paper has never been read correcting 
the mistake made by the Mundella Act in attempting to fence all the different 
species of freshwater fish in the three months, viz , mid-March to mid-June. 
All practical anglers know this is a mistake, yet no attempt has been made to 
rectify it. In conclusion, I trust this note may wake up some of the clever 
ones, as I have certainly noticed more than one club is suffering from too long 
a close season.—I am, &c., M. L. 

P.S.—I am one of those who think it possible to shorten the close season by 
one month, and yet afford thorough protection to all freshwater fish. 


THE TRENT (HIGHER REACHES). 

Srr,—Perhaps you will pardon my calling your attention to a report which 
appeared in last Saturday’s FisuinG GAZETTE headed ‘‘The Tien:”? (Higher 
Reaches).. ‘‘Limpus,”’ the writer, stated that salmon had been) i'led not only 
at Willington, but at King’s Mills—at the latter place by Sheffield and Notting- 
ham gentlemen. For years past a Sheflield angler has not, to my own know- 
ledge, fished for salmon at ‘‘The Mills.”” The water is strictly preserved “by 
a Nottingham gentleman, and the swims are only fishable by waders. Then, 
again, ‘‘ Limpus’’ says the majority of the fish have been killed with the fly. 
The fact is, the fly is never used. ‘fhe fish will not look at it; they either take 
the worm (greatly to be preferred), or the artificial spoon-bait. Pardon these 
few lines, but I have no wish to see your readers in this districts made fools 
of.—I am, &c., ae Gr. 

PROVINCIAL CLUBS AND THE EXHIBITION. 

Srr,—Allow me, in reply to Mr. Towse, to say that a very handsome collec- 
tion of stuffed fish will come from the Birmingham and Midland Counties’ 
Piscatorial Association, and that our hon. sec. is now in London arranging the 
same.—I am, &c., Pe 

Midland Club, Birmingham. . 








THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—There will be exhibited at the 
coming International Exhibition at London, a fly book, containing a 
most valuable collection of feathers for salmon and trout fiies, the 
work of alifetime, by Mr. W. H. Aldam, a celebrated angler, and 
author of that valuable book, ‘‘A Quaint ‘[reatise on Fly-fishing.” 
The collection is valued at more than 100 guineas, and will be shown 
in the case of Mr. W. J. Cummins, fishing tackle mannfacturer, of 
this town.— Auckland Limes and Flerald, April 27, 1883. 

YOUNG MAN, don’t pay the minister over $10. You will need all 
your currency the first time Belena puts her dimpled arms around 
your neck and tries to trade off two kisses for a fall bonnet. 
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OPENING OF THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


OON after this issue of the Fisn1na GazeTTe (the three 
hundred and sixteenth since its commencement seven years 
ago) is in the hands of its readers, the Great Exhibition, to the 
progress of which we have so often referred, will be opened by 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. It is our misfortune 
and not our fault that, going to press as we do on Friday, we, 
naturally, are unable to give our readers an account of Saturday’s 
ceremony this week. ‘That it will be a grand and imposing affair 
there can be no question. ‘The demand for tickets has been 
enormous. 
THE OFFICIAL PROGRAMME. 


Subjoined is the official programme of the opening ceremonial :— 

Exhibitors and their attendants will be admitted to the building 
between nine and 10.30 a.m. 

Season ticket holders and those generally invited to be present at 
the ceremony will be admitted between 10.30 and 11.30 a.m. 

A dais has been erected at the eastern end of the northern gallery 
or central promenade, where the opening ceremony will take place. 

The foreign Ambassadors and Ministers, Her Majesty’s Ministers, 
and other distinguished persons invited to be present, as well as the 
heads of departments, vice-presidents, and members of the general 
committee, will be shown to places near the dais at 11.30 a.m. : 

The Archbishop of Canterbury will occupy a place on the dais, 

Their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh, the 
Duke and Duchess of Connaught, the Duke and Duchess of Albany, 
the Princess Christian of Schleswig-Holstein, the Duke of Cambridge, 
and other members of the Royal Family, who have graciously accepted 
invitations to be present, will be received at the entrance hall by Her 
Majesty’s Commissioners and the Executive Committee at a quarter 
to twelve o’clock, and will there await the arrival of their Royal High- 
nesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. 

Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales, accom- 
panied by their Royal Highnesses Prince Albert Victor and Prince 
George of Wales, will leave Marlborough House at 11.30 a.m,, 
attended by the Great Officers and others of Her Majesty’s House- 
hold, and by their Royal Highnesses’ Household in Waiting, and 
escorted by a guard of honour of the Household Cavalry. The 
carriage procession will be formed of six carriages, the last of which 
will contain :— 

His Royal Highness Prince George of Wales. 

His Royal Highness Prince Albert Victor of Wales. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales. 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, K.G. 

On arrival at the entrance hall of the Exhibition their Royal High- 
nesses will be received by Her Majesty’s Commissioners and:by the 
Executive Committee, and will be joined by the other members of the 
Royal Family. 

The Royal procession will then be formed in the following order :— 

Contractor. Architect. — 
Superintendent of Works. 
Executive Committee. 
Foreign and Colonial Acting Commissioners. 
Her Majesty’s Commissioners. 
The Lord Steward. The Lord Chamberlain. 
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. 
The other members of the Royal Family. 
Followed by the Master of the Horse, the Mistress of the Robes, the 

Chamberlain to Her eRoyal Highness the Princess of Wales, and 

o hers of the Royal Households. : 

Che procession will pass through the British Sea Fisheries Gallery 
and through the Foreign Courts. 

Upon the procession reaching the northern gallery or central pro- 
menade the National Anthem will be sung by the choir, consisting of 
400 voices, accompanied by an orchestral band of seventy performers 
under the direction of Mr. Barnby. 

Their Royal Highnesses having been conducted to the dais, and 
set “aetlepeae the He of State for the Home Department 
will take his place on the right han i i 
\ehal sini ee g d of His Royal Highness the 

The Duke of Richmond and Gordon, as President of the General 
Committee, will read to His Royal Highness the address which His 
Royal Highness, as President of the International Fisheries Exhibi- 
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tion, would have presented to the Queen had Her Majesty been 
present, to which His Royal Highness will reply in Her Majesty's 
name, 

His Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury will offer 
prayer for the occasion, 

The choir will sing the Old Hundredth Psalm. y 

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will then, in the Queen’s 
name, declare the Exhibition open, . 

Her Majesty’s State trumpeters, stationed on the dais, will announce 
the event by a flourish of trumpets, and a Royal salute will be fired 
by a battery of the Royal Artillery stationed in Hyde Park. 

The Marche Cortége (‘‘ Reine de Saba”’) will then be performed. 

This cantata will be followed by Mendeissohn’s chorus, the *‘ Hymn 
of Praise.” 

The Royal Procession will then be re-formed in the same order as oa 
arrival, and returning to the entrance-hall, through the Foreign 
Courts and Lifeboat Buildings, will leave for Marlborough House. 

A guard of honour of thé 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards will be 
mounted at the entrance of the building, and a guard of honour of 
the Roya] Naval Volunteers will be stationed in the entrance hall. 

Her Majesty’s Honourable Corps of Gentlemen-at-Arms will be on 
duty, and will be stationed near the dais. 

Her Majesty’s Yeomen of the Guard will be on duty in the building, 
and Her Majesty’s Watermen will also be stationed along the line of 
procession. 

Levée dress will be worn by all those who take part in the pro- 
cession. 

Ladies in morning dresses. : 

The bands of the Grenadier’ Guards, the Royal Horse Guards, and 
the Chatham Division of Royal Marines will perform a selection of 
music during the ceremony. 


From an announcement in our advertising columns it will be 
seen that we intend to issue a 


up a special 


SPECIAL EXHIBITION SUPPLEMENT, 


in which we shall give most careful reviews of the whole Exhibi- 
tion, economical, commercial, and general. We shall also publish 
reports of commercial fishing from the chief fishing ports. 





Tar OrriciAL CATALOGUE, 


We have been favoured (just before going to press), by the 
Literary Superintendent of the Exhibition, with a copy of the 
Official Catalogue. A single glance at this big volume of nearly 
600 pages gives a capital idea of the vast and varied extent of the 
Exhibition. 

As a matter of course, Great Britain has the lion’s share of the 
space, there being over a thousand British exhibitors—the fishing 
rod and tackle trade being, we are glad to see, thoroughly well 
represented. The following list of the number ‘of pages of the. 
catalogue devoted to different countries will give some idea of 
the comparative sizes of the various exhibits: Great Britain, India, 
and the Colonies occupy about z00 pages ; the United States come 
next with 77 pages; Belgium, 11; China,10; Denmark, 3; 
France, 7; Germany, 4; Greece, 6; Hati, 1; Hawaii, 3; Italy, 
14; Japan, 23; Morocco, 2; Netherlands, 32 ; Norway, 56 ; Spain, 
18; Sweden* 38 ; Switzerland, 2; Venezuela, 1. But this list is 


not by any means correct, inasmuch as several countries had not — 


sent in their list of exhibits when the first edition of the cata: 
logue was printed. Curiously, we can find no reference to Canada 
and the Australian Colonies inthe catalogue, though they have 
certainly sent large exhibits. 

A most valuable feature of the catalogue, and one which will 
give ita permanent interest, is the series of short essays on the 
different divisions into which the exhibition is divided: ‘These 
essays are by writers having aspecial knowledge of the subjects 
described; thus, Mr. Francis Francis writes on Freshwater 
Fishing; Mr. G. H. Holdsworth, on Sea Fishing, and its Com- 
mercial and Economic Aspects ; Sir James Gibson Maitland, 
Bart, on Fish Culture; Mr. Francis Day, on the Natural History 
of the Subject, and on the Fisheries of India; Mr. G. Browne 
Goode, on the Fisheries of the United States, and so on. With 
these few hurried remarks we must leave the further considera- 
tion of this important work to future occasions. Considering 
the enormous disadvantages under which they have laboured, 
consequent on the repeated change of plans caused by unexpected 
demands for space by foreign exhibitors, the catalogue certainly 
reflects the greatest credit on the Editor, Mr. A. J. R. Trendell 
and his staff of literary assistants. Nor must we omit to notice) 
the really admirable manner in which it has been printed by 
Messrs. Clowes and Sons, who have, moreover, in the short space 


of a few weeks, succeeded in obtaining some £3000 of adver- 


tisements for it. ‘ 


We venture to suggest to the Executive Committee that the | 





* We are delighted to see that in this exhibit there is a Lund hatching-box 


for coarse fish, the use of which in this country we have so strongly advocated, 
and we are glad to say with success, for six of them are in use at the present 
time. wt 


 vailed with dull skies and occasional rain. 
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invaluable ‘‘ Subject Index,” by means of which those desiring 
to see all the exhibits of one kind can do so without loss of time 
in searching for them, should be issued separately ; also, that if 
placed at the end of the catalogue, it would be more likely to 
attract attention than in its present position in the middle of the 


work. 
eet 





THE JURIES AT THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


A General Committee of the Great International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion was held at South Kensington on Thursday, the roth May, 1883, 
at noon, to hear the last report of the Executive Committee, prior to 
the opening ofthe Exhibition. H.R.H.The Prince of Wales, K,G., in the 
chair. H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., &c., was also present. 
H.R.H. the Chairman called upon the Chairman of the Executive 
Committee (Mr. E.- Birkbeck, M.P.), to read the report of the Exe- 
cutive Committee. Mr. Birkbeck, in describing the arrangements, 
referred, among many other things, to the jury work. 

Our arrangements are now completed as regards the appointment 
of the juries. The invitations asking various gentlemen to allow their 
names to be put onthe Jury List will be signed by H.R.H. the 
President, and then will be issued. We do not see that it is possible 
that the jury work can begin, with two exceptions, before the middle 
of June. The two exceptions referred to are young salmonide, and also 
the cured smoked and dried fish. With those two exceptions, the jury 
work will commence about the middle of June. 








RIVER REPORTS. 





TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


For SATURDAY, MAY 12, 


Morning. Afternoon. 
London Bridge Aes 2 Stee Se 32et te Pe opey 5657 
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Ancholme District. 

It has been more like Christmas than May during the past week. One of my 
sons caught 8 fish on Friday, the largest 1 1b. Some rain has fallen, and a 
little could, no doubt, be done with the minnow or worm. I have not as yet 
seen any stone flies, but it is high time they made an appearance. The freckled 
dun (moorcock and orange) willbe a good fly as soon as the weather -gets 
warmer. This fly is very like the light brown, but darker. It is a great favourite 
on the Yore.—THoMAs Forp. : 


Brora (Sutherland). 


The angling on the above has been excellent this spring. Two rods during 
the past eight weeks killed 220 salmon. There has been no angling for some 
days for want of water. Cold; east wind.—DoNALD WATSON. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge)- 


Since my last report the weather has been bitter cold—nothing like the 
month of May. On the 7th, two of Mr. Bambridge’s sons, of Eastat Hall, 
were fishing, and had uo sport. On the 8th, it snowed the whole day, and the 
ground was as white as the month of December. On the gth, the river was 
flooded, and the weather is more settled-looking. The river will.be in good 
condition for the 12th.—A. GLAss. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


Another week has passed without a great deal of improvement in the weather. 
The north-east wind, which everybody looks on with horror, has prevailed 
nearly ever since my last, and ‘rodsters return home with anything but mild 
anathemas concerning our increasedly dismal climate. There have been fewer 
rods out ‘than usual this week, and the returns have proved anything but 
remunerative. ‘The fish are extremely shy, and seem to shift about a great deal. 
The average dishes would not amount to more than one or two brace per rod, 
if eventhat. The wind has changed to-night (Thursday). I sincerely hope it 
will be the harbinger of better things to come.—J. FADES, 


Dove. 

A good number of anglers have been out during the last few days, though the 
weather has been anything but pleasant, a keen north-east wind having pre- 
There has been extremely little fly 
on the water, and the results of trout fishing are very poor. The minnow and 
bottom fishers appear to have succeeded best ; several good baskets have been 
filled wih the aid of the lob worm near Rocester. The best sport secured by 
the spinning fraternity has been achieved by the Derby Killer and the Universal. 
The flies that have been attended with the greatest success are the ironblue, the 
April dun, Foster’s intermediate, and the mulberry bumble,—THx SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle), 


The last week has given poor fesults to the anglers. Water and weather have 
both been right for salmon fishing, but the fishare not there. Not one is to be 


‘seen for twenty that there were before the last spate, which cleared them out 


and took them down to the sea. Of course I am speaking of spring fish (the 
kelts made tracks long ago), and this fact is sufficient proof that the great 
majority were more or less diseased, and were led by natural instinct to 
make for salt water. I saw a fish to day that was taken in the Solway 
which had the fungus blotches all over it. This fish, from its general 
appearance, had evidently been a long time in fresh water. The continued 
bitter east and north-east winds, with frosty nights, have kept trout fishing at 
a very low ebb. In fact, Ido not remember such a thoroughly bad trouting 
season so far. On Friday last Mr. Butler killed thirty, and Mr. E. Hough 
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twenty at Langwathby. On Saturday Mr. J. B. Slater had 9 Ib. of trout, and 
here my record ends, for I have heard of no othertakes. There is a very good 
run of sea trout just now, which is lucky for the anglers for the small ones 
will get past before the 15th May, when that iniquitous 1} in. mesh 
comes into play and takes both big and litt'e. I wonder the rod-fishers don’t 
agitate against it.—-SILVER GREY. « 


Exe (Tiverton). 

A good deal of rain has fallen within the past two days, consequently, the 
river is too thick for fishing to-day, but it has scarcely augmented the stream ; 
to-morrow it will have settled down and be fishable. There has been a very fair 
number of fish taken notwithstanding the cold north-east wind. The flies that 
have done best are red and blue upright, olive dun, and iron blue.—Wm. 
MUupDFORD. 

Ilfracombe. 

Seasfishing,—Several boats with their parties are out daily, fishing with 
ground-lines ; their catches of whiting, pout, and pollock were very slack. The 
trawling skiffs have brought up from the bay some some fine soles and plaice, 
with a few dozen thornback. There is good sport now rock-fishing with rod 
and hand lines, for tamlin, cod, whiting, pollock, and eels. A lew lobsters 
have been taken from the pots and several crabs and lobsters from the holes at 
low water. Weather at present mild.—E. Comer, 


Lakes of Killarney. 


The weather up to the present is very hard, and a great deal of snow 
showers with north-east winds, which is not very pleasant for fishing. The 
nets have done very little lately; the water is rather low and the salmon stay 
outside the Halling ground. On May 3rd I got three salmon, 32 lb., killed 
with flies on orange grelore, with Tay hackle under the wing; R. Hellard, two 
salmon, 20 lb., with spoon bait ; Robin Robert, two salmon, 20 1b.; James 
Hayse, one, 10 lb. ; Frank Robert, one 11 lb. ; Lord Derby, one, 12 lbs On 
the 4th, Michael Glesson, one 10 lb, ; Eugene Cournane, 183 dDoge) Lim 
M’Carthy, one, 15 lb. ; Pat Clifford, one, 12 1b., next day, one, 11 lb. ; Tom 
Ellet, one, 12 ]b.; Daniel Timothy, 3 dozen trout ; John Callaghan, 2} dozen 
trout ; Sam Huggard, 2 dozen trout; P. Murphy, 2 dozen trout. On the 6th, 
Tim M’Carthy, one salmon, 12 Ib., next day, three salmon, 17, 12, 10 lb., on 
the 8th, four salmon, 13, 12, If, 15 lb. ; H. Cournane, one, 12 lb ; William 
Barden, one, 10 lb. ; E. Cournane, next day, three salmon, 31 1b.; Tom Ellet, 
one, 9 lb.; Robin Robert, one, 11 lb, ; Mr. D. D. Courtayne, one salmon, 
14 1b. ; Callaghan M’Carthy, one salmon, 12 1b. On the .gth, Tim M Carthy, 
two salmon, 20 lb., which ends the report for this week, and hope to have a 
change in the weather for the next.—Tim M’CARTHY, 


Lea (Ware). 


The weather again this week has been very unfavourable in every respect for 
enticing anglers to the banks, having had rain and cold wind since Sunday. 
Still those who have tried have proved successful, as each day this week trout 
have been taken ranging in weight from 1} to 41b., and there are still some 
large ones knocking about from the Bridge’ to the ‘© Boom.’’ Several trout 
have been taken from the bottom of Star Street. It is not generally known 
that fishing is to be had there, as it is the famed Amwell Magna Stream that 
runs past, and perfectly free for fishing. The minnow has been the general bait 
which the fish appear to take freely —H. W. STARLING. 


Leicester- 


The Leicester Angling Society have just concluded negotiations for the 
taking of some additional water at Aylestone. The new stretch of water, 
which have thus been added, will not only be a benefit to the society, but to 
anglers generally, and are the best yet acquired by the society. The extent is 
about two miles, part of which is the River Soar, and a portion of the canal. Up 
to last week the few trout-streams in the neighbourhood of Leicester have 
received a good share of patronage, and the results have been of the most 
encouraging kind. The last few days, however, the weather has been most 
miserable, and fishing has been almost impossible, in consequence of the heavy 
rains. The Angling Sogiety’s annual meeting will be held at the old Town 
Hall this (Friday) evening. A report of the proceedings will appear in the next 
issue of this paper.—ALERT. 


Lune (Carnforth). 


The weather has been very ungenial during the last week. On Monday 
night a heavy fall of snow laid a thick covering on both the Westmoreland 
and Yorkshire Hills. Fly fishing has been quite ovt of the question; but 
to-day, Thursday, we have a change. Barometer falling. Thermometer 50 
with gentle rain falling ; wind south-west. I said in my last I would describe 
my style of tackle for minnow fishing. Geta length of strong gut about nine 
inches, tie two No. 4 hooks at the end, leaving about an eighth of an inch to 
turn over, and then tie back; then two more about an inch anda half above, 
make a loopat the end of the gut, get an ordinary darning needle, and with a 
fine file cut through the Jower part of the eye. I always use my minnows dead, 
though fresh caught. Jlave a snap swivel on the foot line, and a fixed one 
on the wheel line. When baiting, thrust your needle through the mouth of 
the minnow, and out at the vent, catch the loop and pull it throagh, hang 
your loop on the snap swivel: this is the best system that I have ever tried. 
—PISCATOR. 

Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 

The past week has been productive of squally, cold, north-easterly winds 
and bright sunshine—very poor fishing weather indeed; consequently, there 
were blank days on river and lough, On the 3rd Mr. P. Atkinson and Mr. 
C. McCulloch killed two salmon and five trout. On the 4th Mr. P. Atkinson 
and Mr. ©. Gallagher killed two salmon and seven trout. On the 5th Mr. 
M. Trainer killed a fine salmon of 15 lb., and my brothers, M. and J., killed 
one salmon each and 13 trout, The officers of the Derbyshire regiment 
quartered at Castlebar had some good trout-fishing at Pontoon, and on the 
Masbrook shore of the lough. The keeper at Pontoon lodge killed a 15 lb. 
salmon and some good trout; I did not hear the weight of the largest trott. 
Mr. Francis Devany killed the first salmon of the season at Foxford, on the 
sth inst., weight 14 1b. I have not heard lately what Mr. Woodford and Mr. 
Tuit have been doing, who are living on the Lake side : they like to keep things 
quiet, and don’t want to be disturbed. When I go out by myself 
for a day’s fishing I like to go where I can keep all the fish I kill. On the 7th I 
went to the near end of the lough, and commenced to fish with one salmon 
fly (Hearne’s pet) for tail, and two large lake trout flies for droppers. At two 
o’clock I had killed one salmon, 10 lb., and five trout, the largest weighing 
22lbs. As the day turned very cold, and squally, with hailstorm, I: took down 
the flies and trolled fora few hours. I got two more trout weighing 33 lb. 
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and a beautiful gillaroo weighing 441b.- This was the most beautiful fish of 
the species I have ever seen, so shortand thick. He did not show much sport on 
my strong tackle. I wished that I had him on my single-handed green-heart 
trout rod : we would be on more equal terms. Since then the weather has 
been so cold and bleak that few have ventured out a-fishing. The grilse has 
begun to run, and it may be expected that every day the number of fish will 
be increasing on river and lough.—FRANK HEAnns. 


Ness (Inverness)- 


Angling in this district has been almost at a standstill during the past fort- 
night, owing to the unfavourable state of the weather—cold east winds with 
frequent showers of snow. A few of the locals were out on Monday, our free 
fishing day, but sport was not good. Water dead low.—DONALD WATSON, 


Taw and its Tributaries (North Devon ) 


The rivers rose but slightly with the late rain, and many of the old kelts 
went away to sea, and a few fresh-run fish came into the rivers. Should the 
rain continue we may expect to findthe springs broken, the ground being now 
moist. Iheard a gent say he saw some fish trying the weir at the Torridge, 
and he caught two large kelts, but being ina wretched condition returned them 
to the river. The river tributaries of the Taw have given some sport, but the 
rivers are very remarkably low. ‘The rivers almost still; some places you can 
scarcely see any movement inthe water. I saw twenty trout taken out of the 
Bray, and heard of two dishes, nineteen and one dozen. The weather to-day 
(Wednesday) is quite winterish. Three gentlemen fishing the Yeo got only 
four fish. The grayling have nearly all gone, and large dishes of so-called 
trout will not be spoken of till the next few months. I am told that larger 
trout have been killed in the Taw this year than for some time past. I have 
heard of at least a dozen over 1} 1b. trout ; flies killing, blue upright and the 
hawthorne.—RustTy GAME. 


Thames (Datchet). 


The trout have been having it all to themselves, with few exceptions. James 
Gray caught a fish in the Windsor Weir stream last Saturday, just on 5 lb., and 
hadarun with another, Mr. Lines, out with George Paice, Eton Wick, last 
Saturday, had one or two baits taken off by a fish and then had the wisfortune 
to break his tackle with him. My time for fishing has been still further limited 
since I wrote last. Monday week, fishing near Surly Hall, had arun witha fish 
and lost him, the only bait I had got: The fish were rolling about in fine 
style for want of bait. I had to go homelast Monday. I got one weighed 4} lb. 
The rain we are having has just coloured the water. I am afraid by the time 
this gets in print, it will be mud thick.—G. LuMspDEN. 


Thames (Oxford). 


Mr. Charles Peake, who had been spinning for some time in the rough water 
in Tumbling Bay, on Wednesday last, and just ashe had madea cast, a trout 
he estimates at 2 lb. dashed at his bait; but as he had not been able to gather 
up his line in time, the fish escaped unpricked. On Thursday, two new college 
men brought back from some private water near Fairford seven and a half brace 
of trout. Idid not seethem, but my friend who did, and, I believe, tasted 
part of them, says they ran from 3 1b. to 2 lb. in weight.—CHERWELL OTTER. 

[Please write more distinctly.—ED. ] 


Torridge (Torrington). 

We have been having some very heavy showers, which have raised the 
river and given the salmon a chance to get up the rivers; a gentleman 
saw four get-up in a short time to-day. I have heard of thirteen salmon being 
taken by the rod fishermen since last report, and the talk is how plenty the 
salmon are, and that they will destroy the trout,—PRAcTICAL ANGLER, 


Trent (Higher Waters). 


Anglers have been again on the look out on the Trent for salmon, particu- 
larly about the King’s Mills and Willington, Wintry weather and floods have 
put a great objection in the way of success; but it was reported early this week 
that an angler had secured one weighing 231b. This, if true, must have been 
an exception; but, shou'd the weather became warm, there would be fair pro- 
bability of getting hold of some good-sized fish. - The-water is far too cold and 
insect life too torpid for genuine sport.—LIMPUS. 


Tweed and Teviot- 


For the past week little has been done in salmon angling on the Tweed and 
Teviot in this neighbourhood. The only takes that have come under our notice 
being that of Mr. Drummond (Ednam House water), who on Tuesday killed 
one salmon of 9lb., and on Thursday last one of 7}1b., losing three others the 
same day. The other waters have all been fished blank. From the Coldstream 
district, the reports from the netting stations are favourable, the average takes 
being still got. Tweedmill and Lennel Haugh yielded 10 salmon and 
5 trout on Wednesday. Tweed Net Salmon Fishings.—The cat ches continue 
remarkably good, being far betterthan for the past three years, The average 
daily number of salmon got in the Berwick Salmon Fisheries Com pany’s water 
is 120, besides trout. These latter fish are also more numerous than they were 
last year. Three or four grilse are also got daily. To-day prices are :—sal- 
mon, Is. 8d.; trout, 1s. 7d. per lb. Although the prices have been lower this 
year than last, the increasein the takes more than makes up for the difference 
in the prices. Trout Fishing.—During the past week the following baskets of 
trout have been killed on the Tweed and Teviot: J; Wright, 6lb. 30z; T. 
Pringle, 41b. 12 oz.; A. Mc Cutcheon, 41b. 12 0z.; A. Hope, 2]b. 6 oz. ; 
Mr. W. Barff, 2 1b. On the Blackadder, Whitadder, and their tributaries 
trouting has also been much engaged in, but the sport got has not been great. 
The following are a few of the heaviest baskets killed during the week:* Mr. 
A. Low, junr., of Laws, 26 trout, weighing 41b. 13} oz. Mr. Adam Calder , 
Blauerue West Side, 2lb. 14} 0z.; John Rogers, 5 lb. 53 oz. ; George Martin, 
6 1b. ; John Gillie, 4 Ib. 9 oz. ; David Ferguson, 31b. 10 oz. ; James Rea, 4 1b. ; 
Andrew Roberjson, 3 lb. 95 0z.; John Duns, 3 lb. 530z.; Robert Aitchison, 
1 lb. 33 0z.; James R. Williams, 1 1b. 4 oz.; John Aitchison, 2 Ib. 134 oz. ; 
Richard Cowe, 2 lb. ; and Tom Brunton, 1 1b. 9 02.—MAXWHEEL, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Fishermen in this district are still anxiously ‘‘ waiting for the May,’? but 
there are no signs of the ‘‘month of flowers’’ as yet; the wind keeps in the 
north or north-east, and although it has rained incessantly for the last two days 
the weather gets no warmer; I earnestly hope that there may be a change 
before the end of this week, or it will be a sad disappointment to the majority 
of Yorkshire anglers, who invariably look upon Whitsuntide as a general holiday, 
—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


‘mend Norwich anglers to give him a trial during the summer months. 


Wye and Derwent. 
Fishing is still wretched on both of the above rivers, althouzh both 
streams have been in excellent condition for fiy-fishing. No doubt it is the 


bitter cold north-east winds that have been prevailing the whole of the week | 


which have taken the trout off the feed; in fact, we have had very few natural 
flies out, and baskets have averaged from two to five brace per angler. The 
bottom fishers on the Derwent have killed a few trout by fishing early and late 
with “ ant eggs’’ fot baits. This day (Thursday) we have had a very great 
deal of steady cold rain fallen, which has slightly discoloured both rivers a 
little. No doubt the bottom fishers will do well if the weather will only get 
warmer. Fishing on the ponds has been much better than the rivers, and some 
good baskets of trout have been killed chiefly with claret, bumble, red spinner, 
and spider flies—G. J. HEATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 

During the weeksome goodroach have been taken at Buckenham and Cartley” 
notwithstanding the north-east wind. I saw catches of 65, 50, and heard of one 
Hubbard catching over 130 with his own rod. Professor Day was out yester- 
day, and considering the weather had, as he nearly always has, capital sport, 
about forty roach being killed in about an hour, From Colteshall, on the Bure, 
I hear of good catches of roach, and I hopeas the season comes on our old 
river watcher, who now keeps a house at Colteshall, will receive considerable 
patronage from the members of the Yare Preservation Society. Hewitt was a 
faithful servant and secured several convictions, which had good effect in stop- 
ping noaching. He has first-rate accomodation for fishermen, and I sere ee 

e 
annual dinner of the Yare Preservation Society is taking place whi'e I am 
writing. Sir R. J. Buxton, Bart., M.P., occupies the chair, supported by the 
Mayor (C. S. Gilman, Esq ) the Sheriff (Samuel Newman, Esq.), Chas. Bates, 
Esq., treasurer of the Gresham Angling Society, and about 120 of the most 
prominent members and friends of the Yare Society. Full particulars of the 
proceedings shall follow next week.— ROBERT Mott. 


Yore (Hawes). 

Since my last several good baskets have been killed with the fly. Several 
‘‘monsters ”? have been hooked, but, unfortunately, got clear off. One was 
guessed at Io lb. Grayling have been on the rise most voraciously, and on 
Tuesday I saw a dish of four brace exposed for sale. Although it is now the 
close season for grayling, none are ever returned if caught, and they command 
the same price as trout—viz., 8d. and 9d. per lb., according to size. On Mon- 
day night we had a severe snowstorm, and now the hills are covered with white. 


The wind is in the east, and every day we have a shower or two, but not_ 


sufficient to stir the river, ‘The wind being very cold, the sun’s influence is 
scarcely felt on the hills. I think a change is at hand. 
low. The cuckoo was in full song last week, but I have not heard him this 
week. Swallows continue to arrive. Bullfinches, yellow hammers, chaf~ 
finches, and wagtails are very numerous. Imus‘ nof forget to mention that 
the long-net fraternity have been at their games again. They are pretty well 
known, but nothing is done.—Jos. Corry. 








NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday, 2nd inst at Burwood Place, Edgware Road, a dinner of 
the above society was held, to which a large number sat down. Mr. Galloway's 
reputation as a caterer was well sustained by the appreciation of the quality 
and profusion of the good things placed before the members. Mr. Petchy, as 
usual, presided, while Herr Praunsmandel efficiently performed the duties of 
vice-chairman, supported by the worthy host and Mr. Alfred Gibson. On the 
cloth being cleared, Mr. Chapman proposed the toast of ‘* The Chairman,’’ 
who, in response, said that he had met the proposer of the toast by the river 
side some forty years ago, and from that time had been always pleased to see 
him and any ‘‘ other brother of the angle’? and give them his hand wherever 
he met them. Mr. A. Gibson, whose health was also heartily drunk, thanked 
the members, and hoped to meet them for many years surrounded with such 
good company. As on previous occasions, the evening was devoted to harmony, 
many of the contributors displaying unusual talent. Mr. Raymond opened 
with ‘‘Jack’s Come Home To-day’’ in his robust style; Mr. Munday 
followed with a comic song with patter, in the course of which, amid roars of 
laughter, he described some of the members of ‘‘ The Harmonic Club,”’’.one, 
e.g., who excused himself for spelling ‘* gout ”’ for ‘* rheumatism ’? with the 
plea that he could not remember the crthography of the longer word. Mr, 
Kilsby’s ‘‘ Only a Face at the Window’’ and ‘‘ Sailing’’ were given ina 
very finished style, while the applause which followed the ‘‘ Powder Monkey ’”’ 
was warranted by Mr. Wooldridge’s rendering of that popular ballad, and 
secured an encore, ‘‘ The Diver,’’ in which his excellent voice was heard to 
even greater advantage. Among others must be mentioned Mr. Turner’s 
‘‘Father’s Only Love,’’ and one of the veteran Mr. Chapman’s patriotic 
songs, An encore was demanded from Mr. Munday, and in ‘ Josser’s Cricket 
Club”? the company was convulsed, especially by his relating of the jocose 
cricketer who informed his friend’s wife that her husband had ‘‘ just bowled a 
maiden over.’’? Mr. Martin assisted at the piano with his usual ability, and one 
of the features of the evening was the hearty chorus to the ‘‘ May Queen.”’ In 


- 


The barometer is very - 


brief, the truth of the old apophthegm of Aristotle was borne out, that‘‘ Manisa ~ 


social and not merely a gregarious animal.’? A statement from the secretary 
as to the pronounced success of the first concert of this society called forth a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Wooldridge for his energetic assistance in organising the 
affair, and upon whom rested the fate of the venture.—H. D. 





THAMES FISHERMAN’S PROVIDENT AND BENEFIT 
SOCIETY. 
ESTABLISHED MAY, 1883. 
RESOLVED: 

I. That this society shall be called the Thames Fisherman’s Pro- 
vident and Benefit Society. 

II. Object.—The object of this society is to secure, on provident. 
and mutual assurance principles, for those Thames fishermen and 
river-keepers residing between Richmond and Oxford, but may be 
extended beyond these limits at the discretion of the committee, help 
in time of sickness or accident, for insuring sums of money to defray 
the funeral expenses of deceased members and their wives, for paying 
the sick benefit of the members, and for granting temporary reliefto 
members when in extraordinary pecuniary distress. 
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III. Constitution —The members to consist of honorary members. 


_ and provident members, 7.e., bova fide Thames fishermen. 


| 
: 


} 
i 


(2) Honorary members be annual subscribers of half-a-guinea 
or donors of five guineas, and others who give ten guineas 
or collect ten guineas be honorary members for life. 

(4) Provident members are those fishermen who make the pre- 
scribed payments, and are thus entitled to the aid of the 
society. : 

IV. Committee of Management.—The immediate direction and 
management ofthe society be vested in a committee consisting of 
president, treasurer, and secretary, and a committee of not less than 
twelve members, four of which shall be Thames fishermen (by 
profession). . 

The committee shall have the power to make allthe necessary pay- 
ments, to decide upon the admission of members, honorary and pro‘i- 
dent, to make rules and regulations, and generally adopt such mea- 
sures as shall be deemed advantageous to the society. 

The committee shall meet once in every month, tive to constitute 
a quorum, including officers for the time being. All disputed 
points shall be referred to the committee, and its decision shall be 
final in all cases, 

V. A special meeting may be called at any time by the society, on 

the requisition of any five of its members, three days’ notice at least 
being given, stating the cause of the meeting. No other business 
shall be transacted at such a meeting. 
_ VI. General Meetings.—An annual general meeting shall be held 
in each year of honorary and provident members of not less than nine, 
of which seven days’ notice, with statement of the business, shall be 
given. 

At this meeting the committee of management shall present their 


report, and a president, treasurer, committee, and_secretary shall be 


elected, due notice of which shall be given, and-no alteration of the 
rules be made except at a general meeting or a special meeting. 

Vil. Honorary members be those subscribers of half-a-guinea a 
year or life members. 

VIII. Provident members will, in their right of payments, be 
entitled to the benefits of the society when needed. 

IX. Admission of Members.—Any fisherman wishing to become a 
member, must give his name, age, residence, occupation (if he has 
any besides being a Thames fisherman by profession) ; with like par- 
ticulars of his wife, and number of children (if he has any), and such 
information as may be required as to the circumstances of himself 
and his family’s state of health; and must deposit the subscription 


as determined on by the committee. 


(a) No member shall be entitled to the benefits of the society 

until he has paid subscriptions for at least three months, 

(4) The months when members are expected to subscribe are— 
June, July, August, September, October, November, and 
December. 

(¢) No’member who is in arrear in his payments for four weeks 

- shall be entitled to any benefits of the society. 

(z) Any member who may be in arrear in his payments more 
than three months shall cease to be a member, unless by 
special sanction of the committee. - 

(e) That no fisherman be admitted a member of the society who 
is deaf, dumb, partially paralysed, of unsound constitution, 
in ill-health, or who is minus a foot or hand, or the sight 
of an eye, or who is suffering from a rupture; nor shall any 
member be admitted who bears a bad character, is of 
quarrelsome behaviour, or is a drunkard. 

(/)} That no fisherman shall be proposed or admitted as a benefit 

: member of this society who is under the age of eighteen 
or whose age was last birthday. 

(g) That when a fisherman is proposed as a candidate for admis- 
sion into this society his proposer shall pay on his behalf 

not less than 1s. 6d. 

(2) That when a fisherman is proposed to become a member he 
shall (if necessary) prove his age to the satisfaction of the 
committee, and shall produce a legally-qualified medical 
man’s certificate of good health at the time of his admis- 
sion, and also sign a declaration that he and his wife and 
family (if any) are in good health. He then shall be fur- 
Pa with a copy of the rules and a certificate of mem- 

ip. 

X. Benefits and Contributions.—The tables submitted are so 
arranged that the contributions required for the several benefits can 
be easily seen. 

(a) The contributions given are for the sick and funeral allow- 
ance only, and in emergency cases only to be decided by 
the committee. They provide for no expenses of manzge- 
ment, medical attendance, or any other extraneous subject. 
For these, separate contributions must be paid into sepa- 
rate funds. ; 

(2) The contributions only provide for members in good health at 
the time of their admission. 

(c) The contributions allow for no margin to make up deficiencies: 
these can only be made bya reduction of benefits or an 
increase in contributions, after the position of the affairs 
of the society has been ascertained by an accountant. 

(Z) The reduced sick allowances are for continuance of the same 
sickness for which the member has had full allowance 
for six months, Care should be taken that no member 
declares off the fund without the doctor’s sanction, to 
prevent any subsequent claim for full pay for what may be 

__. 2 continuation of a former sickness. 

(e) The funeral allowance upon a member’s wife’s death is for 

one wife only, provided she dies before a member. 








CONTRIBUTIONS AND BENEFITS. 


In this table the full sick allowance is for the first sia months, and half sick 
- allowance for a continuance of the same sickness. 





Full sick allowance, Ios. per For every additional pound 
week. Half sick allowance, §s. paid at the death of a member or 
per week. member s wife the undermentioned 


contribution must be added to the 


41to at member’s death, £5 at 
foregoing table according to age. 


member’s wife’s death. 

















ys : Subscrip- | Subscrip- 
Age last “se Ra Sy Age last tion ‘ol tion ot 
birthday. eds apa 2 birthday, annum. annum, 
; r Member. | Member’s 
wife. 
tele Ss}, d. Sam ds Sane 
18 Ig 20 21 0 9 3 0 18 Ig 20 21 0 9 0 9 
22 23 24 tO 4 0 22 23 24 ie 0 Io 
25 26 27 t? 6 6 0 25 26 27 hte, TG 
28 29 30 2.0 8F oo 28 29 30 Zi 2aaO 
311 32)33 [206 IO oO BIgs2 033 3.0 2) 6 
34 35 36 2 6 IQ 0 34 35 30 3 0 2 6 
37 38 39 2 6 10 Oo 37 38 39 3 0 2 6 











In addition to these payments, members are earnestly desired to lay by during 
the summer months a small sum weekly, to be paid into a separate account or 
deposit, attaining interest at the raie of 5 per cent per annum, which will be 
returned to them, with interest, if it is desired, in the winter months. 

(Signed) JAMES STARTIN, Hon. Sec. Avo tem. 
Member Piscatorial Society. 
16, Sackville Street, Piccadilly. 


[See letter from Mr. Startin on this important subject in our Corre- 
spondence columns this week.—ED. ] 





_ 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


Bye low Bs 


THE annual meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central 
Committee was held at the Baid Faced Stag, Worship Square, 
Finsbury, on Monday evening, May 7th, Mr. S. Morgan presiding. 

After the reading and confirming of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, and the enrolment of two new societies, viz., the ‘‘ Bow 
Bells” and “West Green,” the question of re-stocking the River 
Lea, of which Mr. Manning had given notice, was gone into, the 
discussion being brought to a close by a proposition by Mr. Manning, 
seconded by Mr. Kidd—‘‘ That, in the opinion of this Association, a 
grant of money should be made from the fisheries societies funds, for 
the purpose of re-stocking the River Lea with good-sized fish, for the 
benefit of the London anglers.” This proposition was carried, and 
Mr. Manning undertook to bring the matter before the United 
Fisheries Society at its next meeting. 

A number of gentlemen were then elected to fill offices during the 
coming season, among others Mr. S. Morgan re-elected to the office 
of chairman, which he has for so many years ably filled; Mr. Kidd 
to be auditor to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society ; re-elected to serve 
on the committee of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society — Messrs. 
Manning, J. Aldridge, J. Cundall, C. A. Medcalfe, A. Clark, W. 
High, and M. Dymond; to be delegates to the West Central Associa- 
tion of London and Provincial Angling Societies—Messrs, S. Morgan, 
R. Ghurney, J. Aldridge, E. Chambers, C. A. Medcalfe; to be 
auditors to the United London Anglers’ Central Committee—Messrs. 
W. High, Medcalfe, and Chambers. 

The secretary next passed round the privilege ticket selected for the 
coming season. It is white, with red and black lettering, and the 
words “not transferable ’’ conspicuously printed in red on the face, 
the ticket itself being made of what is known as linen card, which is 
said to be more durable. It was generally approved of, and, upon a 
proposition by Mr. Theobald, seconded by Mr. Dymond, it was 
unanimously decided, ‘‘ That the yearage for the coming season be 
fixed at 1s,, subject to a further charge to be made by the Fisheries 
Society.” 

A letter was then read by the secretary, as nearly as possible to the 
following effect :— 

READINGS IN ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
North-Western District Alliance, 
May 7th, 1883. 

DEAR SiR,—I am directed by the committee elected to carry out 
the above readings to call attention to the enclosed resolutions, in 
the hope that your committee may be induced to join the repre- 
sentatives of other associations in considering the advisability or other- 
wise of Mr. P. Geen’s scheme for the better organisation of the 
London anglers. Trusting to hear that your committee are agreeable 
to the plan,—I remain, dear sir, your truly, 

Mr. R. Ghurney. LEO BONVOISIN, hon. sec. 

The following resolutions, which were passed by crowded meetings 
of anglers both west, at the Waltonian Angling Club, and east, at 
the Good Intent, were then read. 

Proposed by Mr. Parker, and seconded by Mr. T. Hoole: That, 
in the opinion of this meeting, the time has arrived when it is of the 
greatest importance to anglers that one Central Association should 
be formed on a sufficiently wide, sound, and practical basis to enable 
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it to carry on the work of the three associations in London, the 
Anglers’ Benevolent and the Fisheries Society.” 2 

Proposed by Mr. Murphy, and seconded by Mr. F. Hill: ‘‘ That, 
in the opinion of this meeting, immediate steps should be taken to 
bring the working committees and officers of the three associations, 
the Anglers’ Benevolent, and the Fisheries Society to a conference 
with an earnest hope that they may be able to carry into effect the 
spirit of the foregoing resolution.” 

After a few words from Messrs. Ghurney, Manning, Chambers, 
Bonvoisin (in explanation), Messrs. Theobalds, Dymond, Millie, 
High, and Lowther, it was proposed by the last-named gentleman, 
and duly seconded: ‘‘ That the question of the desirability of uniting 
the various London angling associations into one Central Association 
be not considered, and carried by, a comparatively few votes ina 
crowded room, a large number of delegates refraining from voting. 

Mr. Thos. Crumplen, having spoken at some length upon the 
subject of the forthcoming Great International Fisheries Exhibition, 
Mr. Theobalds proposed, and Mr. High seconded, a vote of thanks to 
Messrs. Crumplen and Sachs for their valuable services at the Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition, 1883, on behalf of the London anglers, 
which was unanimously carried. Upon the roll being called by the 
secretary, the following societies responded :—Phoenix, Bermondsey, 
Original Alexandra, Izaac Walton, Canonbury, North-Western, 
Sociable Brothers, Amicable Brothers, Gresham, Cavendish, Great 
Northern, Stepney, West Ham, Stoke Newington, Hoxton Brothers, 
Alliance, Hearts of Oak, Metropolitan, Alexandra, West Green, 
Bow Bells, Convivial, Dalston, Eustonians, Little Independent, and 
the Burdett.  Bailiffs, Messrs. High and Clark; from the West 
Central Association, Messrs. Bonvoisin and Field. The usual vote of 
thanks to the chairman brought the meeting to a close. 

Readings in Angling Societies : North Western District Alliance.— 
The next paper of the above series will be read by Mr. J. T. Torr, 
subject, ‘‘ The Habits of a Fish,” illustrated in prose and poetry, at 


the Bcstonian Angling Society's room, the Dalby Tavern, Dalby 
Street, Prince of Wales Road, close to Kentish Town Station, on 


. Monday evening, May 2tst, chair taken at nine o’clock sharp. All | 
anglers, clubmen, or otherwise heartily welcome. : 








DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


BEedicinme @Ginest. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


* In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute Cisease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 
buoyant condition :— 

“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
*“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 
*“ RED DRENCH,”’ for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 
*“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 
* BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 
“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’ for Colds and Chills. 
*‘CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’’ for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. 
Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,’? £2 16s. éd., carriage paid, Each artic‘e can 
be had separately. ; 
Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. ’ 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 
22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W,, 
AND WANTAGE. BERKS. 








JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 
Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES: 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 





Price One Shilling, post free 1s. 23d. 


LITTLE’S ANGLER’S ANNUAL AND. 
FISHING DIRECTORY. - 


Comprising articles and _ practical information. 
Also containing a complete list of rivers and all the 
fisheries of England and Wales. 


Edited by 
H. B. BROMHEAD. 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, andcan only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRICE. sis. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisuinc Gazerre of March 19, 1882, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 





DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 





RIVER THAMES. 
WARGRAVE AND SONNING. 


B Nfancl ans visiting these parts and wanting an experienced 
man and boat, are re pectfully requested to communi- 
cate with ‘*T, P.,” Post Office, Twyford, Berks. 





No angler should be without this annual, 





Published by G. LirrLE and Co., No. 15, Fetter 
Lane, E.C., and all Booksellers and Railway Stalls. 





REAT EASTERN RAILWAY.—WHIT- 
SUNTIDE HOLIDAYS—TOURIST, 
FORTNIGHTLY, and FRIDAY orSATURDAY . 
to MONDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) 
TICKETS are issued by all Trains at REDUCED 
FARES to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clacton-on- 
Sea, Walton-on-Naze, Harwich, Dovercourt, Alde- 


burgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, and 
Cromer. 
FRIDAY or SATURDAY to MONDAY 


TICKETS to the SEASIDE issued on Friday, May 
11, or Saturday, May 12, will be available for return 





to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
te qyuisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S.-cet, Tiverton, Devonshire. ‘Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 





TROUT and GRAYLING FRY FOR SALE. 


Will be ready for delivery in May. 





Applications to be addressed ‘* Hon, Sec Pr Peak Forest 
Angling Club, Furnival Works, Sheffield.” 


July 16, 1864, 





ONDON and COUNTY ADVANCE and 
DISCOUNT COMPANY (Limited). 


Cash advances from £10 to £500, without pre- 
liminary fees, or deduction for interest, for short or 


Chemists. 


OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
_)RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA, 
Bye J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government ‘stamp, bearing the words ‘*‘ Dr. J 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’”’ 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, Zhe Times, 
Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 
From W. C. Wirxrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: the benefit is very marked indeed.’’ 
Sold in hottles, rs, r4d., 2s. 9d., and 4s. 6d., by all 


Sole Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Russell Street, W7.C. 


upto Whit Tuesday, May 15. 


A DAY at the SEASIDE.—A Special Excursion 
Train to CLACTON-ON-SEA, Walton-on-Naze, 
Dovercourt, and Harwich, will leave the Liverpool 
Street Station, on Whit Sunday, at 9.0 a.m., andon 
Whit Monday at 8.0. a.m., calling at Stratford. 
Fares for the double journey, second class, 7s. ; third 
class, 5s. 


On WHIT MONDAY.—SPECIAL EXCUR- 
SION TRAINS to BROXBOURNE and RYE 
See derision of | HOUSE willrun from Liverpool Street Station at 

frequent intervals between 9.0a.m. and 1,45 p.m. 
calling at Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, Coborn Road, 
Stratford, Cambridge Heath, London Fields, 
Hackney Downs, and Clapton. Fares for the double 
journey—First class, 4s.; second class, 3s.; third 
class, 2s. 


EPPING FORESI:—On WHIT MONDAY, 
Excursion Tickets to CHINGFORD by all Trains 





long peiiods, repayable by easy instalments, at 
moderate rates, upon personal security, life policies, 


RovaAL AQUARIUM. — This Day.— 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’clock, p.m. 


from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, 
London Hields, and Hackney Downs, and to Wood- 





Furniture without removal, deeds, shares, bonds, &c. 

Bills discounted. Forms gratis. Offices, New Courts 

Chambers, No. 57 and 58, Chancery Lane, E.C. 
JOHN STONE, Secretary. 


o’clock p.m, 


Teme al AQUARIUM.— Electric Ex- 
hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 
run of the Electrical Exhibition, the Charge for Admission to 
the Royal Aquarium will be T1WO SHILLINGS after Six 


ford, Buckhurst Hill, and Loughton by all Trains 
from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal Green, 
Fenchurch Street, Stepney, and Burdett Road. 
Trains will run every quarter of an hour between 
Liverpool Street and Chingford, and every half hour 








MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Souchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. English Colony. Full particu- 
Jars from A. M., care of Editor, Fisurnc GAzErre, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C, 


Bob White. 


| < OYAL AQUARIUM.—This 
\ Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 
prairie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr. 
N These, the most extraordinary performing 
horsesin the world, are engaged at enormous expense, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10.30. 


between Liverpool Street and Loughton and be- 
tween Fenchurch Street and Loughton, 
For full particulars see hand bills. 


WILLIAM BIRT, 
General Manager. 


Day.— 


London, May, 1883. 


| 
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t . 3 This Company, who are the Manufacturers of 





VISITORS TO THE FISHERY EXHISITION 


should not fail to see the exhibit of the 


SSIA CEMENT COMPANY 


in the Main Ais'e between the United States and Canada, near the Weather Department. 


LE PAGES LIQUID FISH GLUES 
RUSSIA BELTING CEMENT, 


received the Highest Award for Liquid Fish Glues at the International Fishery Exhibition in Berlin, 1880, at the American 
Thstibute, New York, 1881, and again at the American Institute in 1882, ; 
Their products, which are used by the largest and best manufacturers in America, have’ met with remarkable 


favour, and are now being introduced in England, several prominent manufacturers having already adopted them, 
Samples of the various grades and of tne work to which they are adapted are on exhibition. 


A neat Pamphlet, describing the manufacture and uses of fish glues, 
method of dory fishing, will be given to any one interested in the matter. 


with an engraving showing the American 


Besides the glues designed for manufacturing purposes, this Company manufacture several grades for household 
and office use, which are very much superior to any other adhesives in the market, 


‘he Carriage Glue for general wood work is put up in small tin cans for the convenience of carpenters and others. 
The Family Glue and Mucilage are put up in bottles of various sizes. 
. These Glues, being in liquid form, are always ready for use without the trouble of heating, and are the strangest 


Glues known. 
eas 








All communications to be addressed to the Agent of the Company, 


We ue. 


TRlnaeodere Eieia Incen-ci t., 


At the United States Department of the Fisheries Exhibition. 





me HORELS, “INNS. 
ANGLING QUARTERS & WATERS. 


Porn: IN THE NORTH AND WEST 





RIDINGS.—Anglers contemplatinng a visit to the 

Aire, Wharfe, Kibble, Greta, Wenning, Yore, Weus- 

ey, or other rivers in the North and West Ridings of York- 

shire, and desirous of obtaining information as to Fishing; 

Ledgings, &c., should make their wants: known through the 
medium of the 


Craven Herald 
: published at Skipton-in-Craven), 
which bas the most extensive circulation in the neighbour- 
hood of these rivers, 


Views of the Wharfe, Bolton Abbey, & ., may be ob- 
tained at the office of this paper, 


ROACH & BREAM FISHERS 


Should try a day’s fishing in the 350 acres of water 
strictly preserved, belonging to 


THE WELSH HARP FISHERY 


CAPITAL ACCOMMODATION AT WARNER'S, 
BOATS, PUNTS, &c. 


“ Pike, perch, roach, &c., are numerous,’’?— 
Angler’s Diary. 

Frequent ‘Trains trom all Metropolitan stations to 
Welsh Harp. 


(Book for the Welsh Harp Station.) 


FISHING 


FOR PIKE, PERCH, and RUDD. 

‘* The best in the West of England.’’ 
VICKERY’S TORCROSS HOTEL, a perfect 
Fisherman’s home, also capital Sea Fishing. 

3 Billiard Table and Posting, 
Tariff—Weekly Boarders, £2 5s. 6d. , including 
(table d’ héte) Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and 
attendance, 
Bank Fishing Free to Visitors. 
: Boats at moderate charges. 
Nearest Railway Station Dartmouth, Great Western 
Railway. 
Postal and -Telegraph, Torcross, 
South Devon. 
Torcross is about 20 miles south of Torquay—the 
mildest climate in England for winter fishing. 


SEVENTEEN MILES FROM LONDON. 


ROUT-FISHING in the celebrated River Darenth can 

be had by day or season ticket from the LION HOTEL 

Farningham, Kent. A’Bus meets the Down Train (L. Gt 

and D. R.), due at Swanley Junction at 10,12 a.m,, and Up 

Pony Pe Onilet Cone, sowed The Hare’s Ear, 
x 2y Quiiled Gnats, Small Yellow 

fished singly in ary-fly style, will kill best, TE ae 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON. 


SEVEN MILES OF TROUT FISHING IN 
THE RIVER LYN. 


NGLERS visiting N. Devon can have all i 
: : art 
A respecting the person the Committee of chee 
Ssoclation on application to th 
Hrywoop, Bath Hotel, Lynmouth, aber ha 








near Kingsbridge, 











—_—_ 


Me Salmon Fishing in the season, 


BRITISH ANGLERS 


Visiting the North-west of Ireland will find Comfortable 
Quarters in the centre of the District at 


THE MOY HOTEL 


BALLINA (Co, Mayo.) 
J, ROURKE, Proprietor: 


THE MOY (one of the most prolific Salmon rivers in 

the three Kingdoms) runs close to the Hotel ; fishing 

init FREE on some grand casts above and below 

the town, Loughs Conn, Cullen, Talt, Carra Lake, 

Lough Easky in the neighbourhood all affording good 
fishing Free 


IMPERIAL AND ROYAL 


f.©): WW tes, 
BALLINA (co. Mayo), 
IRELAND. 


jf aes staying at the above Hotels will find good ac- 
commodation, with moderate charges, and every 


facility rendered by the Proprietor to insure good sport for 
anglers, 

Some of the best free casts on the Moy within three 
Minutes’ walk of these Hotels, 

first-class cars and boats for the day always ready. 

The Hotel omnibus attends all trains, 


WILLIAM FLYNN, Proprietor. 


FREE! 


SALMON,GRILSE, TROUT 


And other Fishing in the Celebrated 
Locks Conn and Culten, ete. 


THOMAS CLARKE, Fisherman, 
Begs leave to inform his friends and gentlemen that 
he has a Lodge at the Lake for the accommodation of 
anglers, also Good Boats. Terms moderate, 
Apply to 

rae Gil AR KSB 
Lough Conn Lodge, Cloughans, Ballina, 

Co, Mayo, Ireland. 


J 














(Large Gillaroo Trout and Heavy Pike inthe Lake.) 


LYNMOUTH, NORTH DEVON, 
Fishing on the River Lyn. 








About twenty miles of the 8EST TROUT, SALMON, 
and PEEL FISHING in the North of Devon; commencing 
by the sea on the East Lyn, taking in the BRENDON and 
BADGWORTHY Streams. Fishing commenced on the 
ist of March, 


All Particulars can he obtdingdl by application to 
MR. BEVAN, 
LYNDALE HOTEL, *LY¥N MOUTH, 

The Sole Lessee, ; 


= 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 








i 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 


gentlemen the world over. It stands af the head of all American 
publications of its class; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist. 
ea and River Fishing. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 
The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 
The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 


Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 


Natural History. 
Fisheulture. 





Published by the Foresr anp Stream Pustisnine Comrany, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 


Subscription agents for Great Britain : 


Messrs. Sampson Low, Marsron, Seartz, and Rivineton, Crown 
Buildings, 148, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies. 





THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 
With the first issue Tee ey of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers in 
America, and will include 


AWN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. .- 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 


INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc. 


Tue American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Nctes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American witers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tue Ancter, which is the only paper published in Ame~ 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 

Subscription per aonum - 16s, 


Single Copies 64. 
WM. C. HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, 

252, BROADWAY, 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 

NEW YORE, CITY;.~U;.S.-A. 





With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c 


BY 
THOMAS _ FORD, 


Price One Shilling. 


{30 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons foruse. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray- 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


Cannon's Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water: 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Withano. 
Leather, Glue and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
land, 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously and Skilfully Administered. | 

Bank, Bolton, 21 una, 1882, 

Dear S1r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives.—Yours truly, JNo 
GREENHALGH, ‘ 


3 CURATIVE ES. ‘ 
Mr, H, S. Park. H. S, PARK’S MAGNETIC = nas alg ? Saad St, Ann’s Place, Manchester, — 


; ete . i i lied to my feet for Rueumatism, I had been 
An Sir,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetie Appliances app Y n 
Sees acutely oe weeks oe this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Prevx. THompson, auctioneer. 4 


H. &. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APFLIANCES. 


y oN , d the LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER an e Sete g 
Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, 1880, 
Dzar Str,—I can certainly say thatI derived great benefit from the use of your Magne:ic Appliances,—Yours very truly, J. Mancunsrer, ; x 


Mr. H. §. Park, Manchester. : ¢ : ‘ : 
H. 8 Park's Rada Tolte for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘* Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis.—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases ‘of Asthma, Bron= 


chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength.—H. S. PARK, 604, Market Street, Manchester. 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.) pasronmscpssmcmammeces |SumMmer Tours in Scotland, 
= | ; _FISHING, SHOOTING, &c._ 


First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1881. 
NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the 


Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 
PATENT SELF-ACTING 

RIVERS OR MOORS without having 

his Boots dressed with 


FOUN TALN ©) § coeawsons WATERDROOE 









GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai! during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (21) steamers, and to any part of the High- ~ 
lands at which they maycall, For one weck, £3; cr two 
wecks, £5. oat 


By Royal Mail Steamers, 


“COLUMBA” OR “IONA,” 


From Glasgow Daily, at 7 a.m,, and Greenock (in connec= 
tion with Express Trains from London aad the : 
South), at 9 a.m, ; 


FOR 


DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c. 


SpeciaL FEATURES, 


Perfect Portability. 

Cannot get out of Order, 

Cannot Overflow. 

Automatic in Action. 

Combining Aquarium with 
Fountain. 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 

Self-contained. 

Perfect Simplicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in from 3 to 5 minutes 

Will Play from 6 to 12 hours, 

Artistically Decorated, 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas. 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
mm FOUNTAINS, 


a From 4s, upwards. 
fai 
| 
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Conveying Passengers for Oban, Staffa, Iona, North and 
West Highlands, 








Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s, Bill, with 
Map and Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs, CHATTO and 
Ww INDUS, Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London ; or by post 
from the Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope Street, — 


cedocnenqpapann: 


This WATERPROOF has obtained a world-wide reputation, 
and has been used by the leading SPoRTSMEN, and for 
dressing Harness, for upwards of TWENTY YEARS. Itis as 
good for LAprns’ Boors as GENTLEMEN’S, as it will restore 
the soft appearance of the most delicate Kid Leather 
without the slightest injury to it, neither does it interfere 
with the polish from good Blacking. 

SHOOTING AND OTHER Boots dressed with it will rasist 
ic the action of Dew, Rain, Snow, and Sea Water, increasing 

the comfort of the wearer, and by its softening effects upon 

the leather, helping to prevent blisters and chafing to 

the feet. Where necessary it may also be applied to the 
soles of Boots and Shoes with advantago, 

TESTIMONIAL 
From H.0, PENNELL, Esq., Author of ‘The Practical 
Modern Angler,” and other scientifle works. 

6, Cadogan Terrace, London, 8.W.,Sept 20th, 1880, 

DrAN Sir,- vray make use of my name. I have often 
stated (and always asserted in my books) my bellef that 
“| your Waterproofing is the BEST IN THE WORLD -- 
sporting purposes, and indeed the only one which will). » 
out Melting Snow 

Yours truly, 8. CHOLMONDELEY PENNELL, 

Mr. H. Strawson, Exeter 





Glasgow, 
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FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


Illustrated Price List post free, 





LL anglers should buy the ISAAK WALTON PRINTED 
SILK HANDKERCHIBSF, replete with Inforraation — 
and Usefulness. To be had from the Manufacturers, Messrs, 
CrrrcHiry, Brivstry and Co., Macclesfield, or their Whole- — 
sale Agents, D, Evans and Co., 1, Wood Street, London, — 
and Mr, Buiter, 51, Mosley Street, Manchester, > 


rit i pe Se Rd Le 

foes Kessell & Son, 

Tis et " 11, Southwark St., 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 
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KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 





PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. — 
CARRIAGE FREE, 


THE g 


ED 
Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
é : _ Ironmongers, & others, 

»] in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 1s., 28., 5S., & 10s., each 
5) Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler to procuro it for you, or 
send Stamps for the price ofa Tin to the Proprietor, wiio 
will forward 2 Sample, carriage free, to any address, 


Whoiesale by the Sole Proprietor:— 


Draper nepepeanenaranrarenapeneneneprenenerengneney 











and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lanr, LEEDS. | TR OMB ONETTSE ‘ 
Piscatorial Museum. i Manager: EH. Strawson, tate of Beeter. F vi Ee 

Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisninc GAzErTE OF OO Oe POO OOOO DE i + 
“A,R,I. E.L.,” and other leading anglers. : (Legistered.) i 

In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and 16 Any person can now play all the melodies they know, ¢ 
tamps. either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 


NOW READY. or TUITION. ‘The tone produced may be deep and rich as — 


the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
KIN x’ Ss clarionette, cr sonorous as the oboe, Thus the possessor of 
one of these charming instruments. becomes at once on an 
q D RE TO @) equality with practised musicians, and WITHOUT ANY a 
im MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 
The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is — 
B A TH L F TI 6 § P RT S$ not affected by a damp atone: s , Bs i 
18 A : For Boating an ishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all & | 2 oe s arg Ae pi 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. " Ls Races, Pienics, and evenings at home it is invaluable. s 


i Address—Cuas. MILLER & Sows, 70, Patshull Road, 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postage 


London, N.W. 
: extra. | a 
ze be sav # vee eollowine tackle dealers amongst Fy s ; a } 
others :—Messrs. Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; ; 
Little and Co.,. Fetter Lane; Carter and ‘Sons, St. John COME The Sportsman s W atch. % 
Street Road; Price an o., Euston; Nash and Co, CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 
rpc Bes Se ona ae eM a 4 a | Vi shi Cl This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among — 
ney ; Martin Cambridge Road 3; Young, Oxford ‘Street : List of English and Scote 1 1S ng ubs, Sportsmen. By moving small catchat side of watch, it can 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London. Nutting& Co, Birming< be satonped ieathollyy andst gcing oh in semen 
ham. O’Handlan & Co,, Bristol. Gay &S Rich d, Be a ent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case. ite or Cream 
Rice Norwich, | Mukabattory Mad ciesark Wexy, Reade Siving the Names and Addr CSS8ES of the Coloured Dial, Best Movemen(s, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
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ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. oC ipush,, Bath. Ashton, ‘Front, price £4 4s. Forwarded free, % 
Sheffield. ardy, Sheffield. osden, Exeter. ilson : ishing = 
Shipley, Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark. ¢ Seer etaries, Rules of Fishing, Bye laws 





The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screws — 


Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. of the Thames Angling Preservation 








—_———. Society, and items of general interest to | dtiver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers, — 
4 All ted of finest lity: P. 6d, FF ded 
Wm. KING, Chemist, heer g oud wlt Saaots ie una ise 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. Anglers. os 4 
FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 





XO FISHING TACKLE DEALERS. 


; ere : + 
TH EOORS ag ree NAMELLED BROWN FISH | .Price 2s. 6d., or direct by Post from the (Goa for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort — 


HOOKS are specially adapted for fly dressers and bait : 4 
makers; are acknowledged to be superior in make and is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 3 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 


nish, and the colour unequalled. Warranted to resist rust, Publishers, <@ 
Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials _ 


Hassocks, Sussex. (Estab. 1870.) 4 





For samples and prices address— 


CHARLES .COURT, ADAM S, BATES & CO and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and ts. each. 4 


PLYMOUTH WORKS, REDDITCH. “! | Wholesale by PrIcr’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, — 
Samples of One Hundred assorted, 13 stamps free, | 17, EAST TEMPLE CHAMBERS, FLEET STREET. Limited, London, 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
Witu DESCRIPTIONS OF-ITS FISHERIES. 
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By SEDGE WILLow. 
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No. 3.—Forp’s WATER. 


N O fishery on the Lea can boast of more picturesque surround- 

+ ings than the piece of water known as Ford’s. The river 

‘winds in and out, reminding one of a fifth of November cracker 

with the string cut; and from the sloping meadows, on 
the Walthamstow side of the water, the whole ofits sinuous course 

can be traced in the valley below. There is a certain smack of 

\ London aboutthe White House Fishery and the Ferry Boat; but 

on approaching Ford’s there is a sensation that we are indeed 
“out of town.” There is not a public house near. It is at least a 
quarter of an hour’s walk to Park Station, where the trains are 
few and far between; while St. James’s Street, on the Waltham- 

stow line, with trains every half hour, is about two miles 
distant. 

| With all its beauties and its seclusion, this water is scarcely 

fished at all; even on bank holidays a quiet swim can always be 

found, and as the fishery is out of the way of the ordinary pleasure, 

. seeker, the angler is not bothered by persistent inquiries as to 

/ whether he has “ caught anything.” 

A good déal of legering is practised by those who fish at Ford’s, 

| but there is no system in their fishing. A piece of cheese paste 
or lobworm is thrown outinto the stream, the rod is then laid on 
the bank, and the angler keeps his eye on the top joint. Ask him 

what he is fishing for and he will tell you that he is legering for 

chub, barbel, or carp; examine his basket and you may perhaps 
find two or three eels, but nothing besides. If these fishermen 
would only bait up a swim, or even throw in some worms while 
| they are fishing, they would soon find a difference in their takes. 
 Ford’s water is about two miles and a _ half in Jength, and can 
be fished from either bank at pleasure. There are shallows, deep 
holes, back eddies, steady roach swims, and everything that the 
all-round angler can wish for. Let us start from the end nearest 
to the Ferry Boat and walk along the Tottenham side of the 
fishery. Iwill point out some of the best swims as we pass 
them. 

_ The bathing-place will sometimes yield some good perch, but 

'there is not much fishing done until we arrive opposite: a black 
fence, on the Walthamstow side, some little distance back from 
the water. On the same side as the fence, and ina line with it, 
is a low bush that marks a very good roach swim, about 8 feet in 
depth. 

I The water now gets very deep—in some places the plummet 
sinks fifteen or twenty feet ; and all round here are jack, perch, 
carp, barbel, and chub. 

Further up, on the other side, is a black fence that comes 
down to the water’s edge; just this side of .the fence isa cele- 
brated hole, and it was there, during the last season, that Mr. 
Smith took a carp of ro? lb. Between the trees, just before we 
reach the ditch, isa place known as the Summer Swim; it is 8 
feet deep, close in, and the bottom is as level as any roach 

fisherman could wish. There are jack all about here, right up to 
the islands. 

Just before we come to the first island there is adeep hole. A 
shelf will be found for about 6 feet out, and then there is a sudden 
' drop to 15 feet or more. This is a noted place for chub, and is 
- named after the late Mr. Dodd, who used to have some large 

takes from it. 

Past the islands is the pool, one of Mr. Denton’s favourite 
_ places ; the remains of a wooden seat under the trees show where 
-a good roach swim may be found. At the next ditch, close to 
‘the Blue House, is a back eddy that will repay ground-baiting ; 

and on the other side, near the bush, is Mr. Albert Glover’s swim, 
7 feet deep, and made famous by the roach that he so often 

‘captures there. 

Over the ditch, round the Blue House, and we come to the 
‘ keeper’s cottage. The shallows here abound with dace, and 
there is a good gudgeon swim right in front of the house. Here 
is a ferry-boat, the only means of getting from one side of the 
' water to the other. 
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After passing the cottage we arrive at a very good swim oppo- 
site the garden ; it is about 6 feet deep, witha sandy bottom. On 
the other side is the House Swim, and on this side in the bend is 
the celebrated Perch Hole, 10 feet deep. All along by the sedges 
chub can be taken with fly, and on the other side the water is 
deeper. We now come to about 100 yards of shallow water; the 
large tree that stands by itself on the opposite side is as nearly as 
possible in the centre of it. There have been two trout taken 
here during the present season, and I have no doubt that there 
are many more in the water. These two weighed 2 lb. and 3 lb. 
respectively, and fell to the lot of Mr. Charles Glover. 

Having left the shallows behind us, we arrive at some bushes; 
twenty yards beyond them isa good roach swim. Next is the 
Round Hole, 9 feet deep, anda good place for chub. Jack lie 
all about here, and several have been taken near the white thorn 
with a white post close to it. Watts’s swim is further up on the 
other side, between those willows; the water there is 10 fect 
deep, and on this side, where it is only 6 feet, some good roach 
may be taken. 

Just outside Edmonton ditch is a good roach swim, and right 
away to where the willows are, on the other side, is all good for 
perch and jack, especially where the sedges grow. Opposite the 
willows is the famous Punch Bowl, containing almost every kind 
of fish that there is in the water ; and just past the tree stump is 
a very good barbel swim. 

At the next corner a sharp bend occurs, and this is where the 
Whirl is; it is only 3} feet deep on this side, but over the way, in 
the hollow, it is 12 feet deep. Here also are all kinds of fish, and 
roach tackle is constantly being destroyed by unknown monsters 
that abound in this spot. 

The Whirl is the last place of note. We pass some good 
shallows for the fly, but no swims of any consequence. Two 
posts opposite the Floorcloth Factory mark the end of the 
water. 

Anglers visiting Ford’s water should take their own provisions 
with them, as nothing can be obtained in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the fishery. The keeper (Mr. Game) and his wife 
reside at the cottage, and you can have your steak or chop cooked 
for you and nicely served. There is also a bed to be had; but if 
you want your meals provided, you must give notice a day or two 
beforehand. 





ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE OPENING CEREMONY, &c. 


HE publisher of the I2/ustrated London News has furnished 
us with an early copy of the impression for this week, 
which is devoted almost entirely to illustrating—and most ex- 
cellently illustrating—the opening ceremony and other scenes in 
the Great Fisheries Exhibition. We have great pleasure in 
calling the special attention of our readers to this week’s number 
of the Zdlustrated London News, which paper still holds its place 
well as the best illustrated in the world. 





PROSECUTION FOR ILLEGAL FISHING IN THE MEDWAY.—On 
Tuesday, at the Maidstone Borough Police Court, before W. Lawrence, 
Esq., and Dr, Furber, Richard Honey was charged at the instance of 
the Maidstone Angling Club with taking fish out of season. Mr. 
Tatham prosecuted on behalf of the Angling Society, and Mr, Good- 
win defended. The facts were not in dispute. The defendant was 
seen by Cheeseman, the water bailiff ofthe society, to set night-lines 
near Farleigh Lock at night, and the next morning he went and took 
them up, having in them several fish. He could not get near enough 
to see what the fish were, but cou'd swear that they were not eels. 
The defence was that there was no evidence to prove that they were 
not trout, char, or pollen, which were exempted by Mundella’s 
Act. The Bench took the same view, and dismissed the case. 
The defendant was then charged with taking fish: other than by 
angling—to wit, by night-lines. Mr, Godwin submitted that hisclient 
had Jaid night-lines for eels in this way for twelve years, and that it 
was impossible to catch eels in any other way except by laying in lines 
at night, which might, he urged, be considered angling for eels. The 
Bench, however, said that it was impossible to preserve fish if this 
was allowed, and it was quite clear that night-lines were illegal. They 
therefore fined the defendant 5s. and gs. costs, “Mr. D. Pine, the 
president of the angling society, offered to pay the money, as this was 
the first prosecution, and all they wanted to-do was to show. people 
that they must not act in this manner. : 

BIRMINGHAM.—Two gentlemen last week caught thirty trout near 
Leamington, most of them good fish and in fair condition. Not bad 
for one evening’s sport. 


“Now, my dear,” said the teacher, ‘‘what is memory?” The 
little girl answered, after a moment’s reflection, ‘‘It is the thing you 
forget with.” 


HENS scratch up flower-beds only when they are barefooted. It is 
strange no one has thought to “shoo” the hens to keep them from 
doing damage, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





‘¢ TRENT OTTER.’’—Your letter has been forwarded to the Committee of the 
Tournament. We agree with you that, provided they are suitable for actual 
fishing, anglers should be allowed to use their own rods and lines. Your 
objection to fine lines for pike-fishing won’t hold though, as fine lines are 
often used. To suggest that all competitors should use the same rod 
would-be as absurd as to suggest that in a pigeon-shooting match all should 
use the same gun. One man can fish well with a rod which it absolutely 
disheartens another man to catch hold of.—Eb. 

A. K.—You do not say size of the pond you ask advice about, but we should 
say it would probably support roach, rudd, tench, carp, and bream. 
These fish do well together if they get plenty of vegetable food in the 
shape of water weeds. Do not put pike, perch, or eels into a small pond, 
as they will live at the expense of your other fish. If you liked, you could 
probably breed large numbers of carp, only you would have to exclude all 
other fish and feed the carp on sheep dung, boiled potatoes, and kitchen 
refuse.. Weeds area nuisance in a water, but you must have them, unless 


you can feed all your fish regularly (in which case you might as well keep ~ 


them in the waterbutt, for their numbers could not be large).—Eb. 

X.—Salmon trout have been caught above London Bridge—at least one or two 
in the last five years. They will run up any water pure enough which has 
no obstructions to prevent them.—ED. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE UNITED LONDON ANGLERS’ CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AND AMALGAMATION, ‘ 

Srr,—I am directed by the committee to correct a statement in ‘Club and 
Other Jottings,’’ by ‘‘L. B.,” in the FISHING GAzETTE of May 12th. He 
states, in reference to the proposition submitted by the North-Western 
Alliance, that, ‘‘‘ The question of the desirability of uniting the various angling 
associations into one central association be not considered,’ was proposed by 
Mr. Lowther and duly seconded, and carried by a comparatively few votes in 
a crowded room, a large number of delegates refraining from voting.’’? Now, 
this is quite incorrect and unfair to those present. There were forty delegates, 
thirty-nine voting for the proposition that the question be not considered, and 
one vote against, that gentleman afterwards explaining he considered we might 
have given the question our formal consideration. ‘‘L. B.’’ was possibly not 
aware that we had several visitors on that occasion, many of them belonging to 
clubs not enrolled on the central committee, who had favoured us with their 
company. It is quite necessary that misstatements of this description should 
be set right, as persons reading them, knowing the true facts, are likely to doubt 
everything they read.—I am, &c., R. GHURNEY, sec. 


FISH DISEASE IN THE AQUARIUM. 

S1r,—I am in the habit of keeping a quantity of baits, and have got a number of 
them diseased. _ Would you please to inform me what will prevent or cure the 
disease in them? By doing so you will oblige—Yours, &c., PURVEYOR. 

[There is no specific known. Find out the cause, which may be hard water, 
too much changing of the water, not sufficient vegetable life in it, &c. In the 
Berlin Aquarium this fungoid growth is almost unknown, and the water is never 
changed, only added to to make up for evaporation. A proper amount of 
water-weeds will keep the water pure and fish healthy. The fish now in the 
Exhibition will all die of disease if no weeds are placed in the tanks ; they 
purify and clear the water, and make the tanks look ten times more attractive. 
—Eb.] 





JACK TAKING A GENTLE. 

S1r,—Will * H. A. S.”’ kindly say whether the large jack taken by Mr. Syers 
with a gentle, whilst roach-fishing in Harbone Reservoir on the 4th inst., was 
taken with a gut or hair line? Also, I should be greatly obliged if he would 
mention the weight.—I am, &c., WAGER ON. 

[We did not notice this account until it was in type, but the size of the fish 
was so ridiculously small that we knocked it out as evidently being a mistake— 
it was much under 2 lb., if we remember rightly. Jack under five pounds will 
take anything—worm, paste, gentle, cad-bait, &c. If you can see a jack, and 
can iritate him by tickling his nose with a worm, or gentle, &c , in five cases 
out of six he will at last snap it up viciously.—ED.] 





FISHING IN IRELAND. 

Str,—I was very glad to see your articles on the Moy fishing in the FisHine 
GazETTe for the 14th and 28th April, which I read with much interest. I have 
just written to Mr. Haywood to the following effect :—‘* I am told by our agent 
at Ballina that the best time for rod fishing this season is likely to be the end of 
May and in June. The rule as to salmon captured is that they are to be given 
up to the owners of the Moy Fishery; but when permission is obtained from 
Mr. Knox or Mr. Perry on the upper reaches of the river owned by them, then 
the fish may be retained by the anglers.”’ I think it was you who recommended 
Ballina to him.—I am, &c., J. E. Warp, Manager. 

Midland Great Western Railway of Ireland, 

Manager's Office, Broadstone Station, Dublin. 





FISH UNDER ICE AND PRIZE-FISHING. 

Stz,—I trust I am not encroaching on your space in replying to correspond- 
ence on the above. 

T have read very carefully all the different opinions on the above, and it seems 
to me that fish must by nature be provided for contingencies. I must say 
I have known of waters, one mile and one anda half miles long, frozen to a 
depth of 4 inches for a lengthened period, and yet I have seen the fish through 
the clear ice swimming apparently at rest content ; and this, too, in water with 
a very slight stream. 

As regards a waggon and_ horses crossing the Trent, mentioned in ‘ Mark 
Antony’s’’ letter of the 28th ult., years ago the same thing was done at The 
Ferry, opposite Mr. Baines’, Hoveringham, near Thurgarton, and I believea 
bullock was roasted on the ice to celebrate the event. ; 

Touching prize-fishing, I think ‘‘M. A.’’ is rather hard on club anglers. I 
can safely say the club anglers Ihave come in contact with have far more lofty 
aspirations than the “silver hook,’’ althouga I suppose really prizes are looked 
upon as the means whereby to ensure a good muster of friends, friendship, and 








enjoyment, as all club members must know that to go fishing merely for gain — 
would be a penny-wise-and-pound-foolish legislation. ~ | 
I cannot think that the most ‘pot hunting ’’ (as they are called, and among 
true anglers they must be few) enthusiast is of opinion that his gains would 
cover the expenses of his many expeditions. No true born angler would go ou | 
with such anticipations on his mind. 7 
A memento of some descripticn is doubtless a nice object whereat to gaze 
from the ‘‘ old armchair’? by the fire, thinking of many little incidents of works — 
and nature appertaining to the day on which that object was honestly and 
gallantly won. But money remunerations I cannot say I entirely agree with. 
Apologising for the length to which my feelings have carried me,—I am, 
FREDERICK COOPER. 


Cc. 
1s, Highlever Road, Notting Hill, W. 
May 5. 


FLY-FISHING-SPINNING. ~ 
. * Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”’ 


S1r,—At the close of my latest letter I expressed my intention of makiog it 
my last contribution to this subject, with the permission of my superiors. But oneof 
them, Mr. Hall, withholds that permission, by his letter which appeared in you r 
issue of the 28th ult. My reputation, and, in my opinion, the honour of your 
paper, preclude my passing over his letter. A great part ofit is personad, consist- 
ing of disputes about my taste, and attacks upon my style. And, coupled with 
these amenities, there is that graver aspersion which is conveyed by those words, _ 
‘¢ He’? (meaning I) ‘‘has far too many weapons at his disposal, and uses them 
too freely to give any ordinary person a fair chance.”’ 


- 


/ 
“ De gustibus non est disputandum,” : 


“* Le style est Vhomme.”’ 
“ Honi soit qui mal y pense.” 


I will say no more here about all that part of Mr. Hall’s letter. Let it pass— 
for the present. : 

The sole main issue in this case is whether a flying-drag-hook, as Mr. Hall 
calls it, on spinning-tackle, is a desideratum or not. That issue has been, so far as 
I am concerned, disposed of, not so much by my own remarks as by the force 
of my authorities—Ward, and Bain, and Newman—authorities which remain 
unanswered, and, as I venture to think, unanswerable’ by Mr. Hall. 
Questions of taste, and style, and ethics apart, he raises five charges 
of (I presume logical ?) unfairness against me. Although they are all on 
secondary or side issues, yet ifin any of them I have done him logical wrong, 
he is entitled to the remedy of reason, an admission of fallacy from me. And 


“if either of us has inadvertently misled the other by obscure writing, the mis- 


leading party has a locus panitentie wherein to express his meaning more — 
accurately, and thus enable the party misled torecast his argument accordingly. 
Mr. Hall asks, is it fairforme to ‘‘ assume confidently’”’ five specified things ? 
I reply that I did not assume confidently any of those things. And I think 
that as to the matters out of which the first and third of those five 
charges have arisen, Mr. Hall had not even colourable ground for alleging that 
I assumed those matters ‘‘ confidently ’’ ; while as to the matters out of which 
the other three charges—the second, fourth, and fifth—have arisen, I think he 
had no colourable ground for alleging that ‘‘I assumed” those matters at a//. But~ 
yet, for reasons to be more fully given hereafter, I give notice here that I shall . 
withdraw the remarks which gave rise to the first 2nd third charges, inasmuch 
as they were founded, the first on a misapprehension of Mr. Hall’s meaning, 
and the third on a misconception of my own. 
Let us now consider those five charges seriatim. ee : 
(1) That I assumed confidently Mr. Hall was fishing from the bank, and 
that wading was the accident which brought him success. I did not assume 
either of those assumptions confidently, but doubtfully, presumptively, intervo- 
gatively, using the usual marks of interrogation ‘*?’’ and ‘ ??’—which un- 
mistakeable marks Mr. Hallignores. I was bound to assume some whole > 
meaning of his partially-expressed meaning. I assumed, not confidently, 
what seemed to me to be, much more probably, his meaning ; assuming-it 
subject, of course, to correction by his answers to my questions. But the 
meaning Mr, Hall puts upon his words, ‘‘I then waded out,”’ &c., never dawned 
upon my benighted mind. My doubt was not whether he was then wading out of 
the water, but whether he had ever before then waded out intoit. By his expres- 
sion that he waded out I guite supposed him to mean he waded out into the 
water. Under all the circumstances, judging from the whole context, from the 
five sentences, commencing with ‘‘I began with fly ”?—a single clause of one of 
which five sentences Mr: Hall triumphantly cites as amply sufficient to explain 
away the whole difficulty, and that by amere obscure implication—under all the cir- 
cumstancesI certainly came to the conclusion either that the words ‘‘and rigged”’ ~ 
meant ‘‘and I had rigged,”’ or ‘‘ having rigged ’’—one has constantly to do vio- 
ence to the language of obscure writings, in order to get at the true construction - 
of them—or else that the words ‘‘ and rigged up a flying triangle,’’ immediately - 
following the words ‘‘I then waded out,’? amounted merely to an expression a 
trifle out of place—were a case, in fact, of putting the cart before the horse, 
to use a familiar phrase. There is also nothing mecessarily absurd in the 
supposition that Mr. Hall rigged up his tackle in the water, a thing I have 
done many atime. I do not, however, dwell upon that view, as it was not the 
view before my mind. But, whether owing to the obscurity of his style, or to” 
the obtuseness of my mind, or to both of those causes combined, I must say 
that, as a matter of fact, my mind did not rise or fall to the level 
of his style. 2 certainly failed to understand that to speak, not of an 
otter, or a hippopotamus, or any other amphibious animal, but of a man, 
as wading out, did, by virtue of the next clause of the sentence—itself not clear 
in such context—imp/y that the man was wading out from the water on to the : 
land, and not wadisg out from the land into the water, considering that I had 
not previously been told that the man had waded into the water. It appears” 
now, from Mr. Hall’s last letter, that the wading which I had assumed confi- 
dently as relating to the eighth fish run, related only to all or some ofthe first 
seven fish run. In neither of the two letters is it either expressed or ‘clearly 
implied whether Mr. Hall was wading when that eighth fish ran. IfI may { 
assume confidently that Mr. Hall waded into the water again, and caught that 
fish when wading, I would say that of two wadings in and two wadings out, 
Mr. Hall has told me in terms of one wading out only—and that by a very. 
obscure implication ; whereas what he cught to have told me 
was of the two wadings in—and that by clear expression. However, 
whether I was unintelligent in missing his meaning as tohis first or only wading, | 
and if so, whether I was more unintelligent in doing that than Mr. Hall 
was in not making that his meaning clearer, and also in overlooking my unmis-— 
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| takeable marks of interrogation “?’? and “?’? andin supposing that I was 
assuming “confidently ” what I was clearly only assuming nterrogatively, and 
subject to correction, are questions upon which I will say no more here, in 
answer to that first charge. He has now stated that he had been wading before 
he ran that eighth fish. I, therefore, withdraw all my remarks about his wading, 
| _ (2) That Tassumed confidently seven fish ran at his bait without ever touching 
) it. I didnot assume anything of the sort, confidently or not confidently. But 
I, here and now, for the sake of Mr. Hall’s argument, assume confidently that 
' those seven fish, and—if Mr. Hall pleases—seventy times seven other fish ran 
- at his spinning-minnow, till all their noses were tickled by its tail (how trout do 
_ love to be tickled !) and that either with or without a flying-drag (or flying- 
dragon) hook on his_ spinning-tackle. But I do ~xot assume, 
confidently ‘or not confidently, that any of those seven fish it 
at his bait—not on, but—within flying-drag-hook distance of— 
its tail. It is not for me to assume that crucial fact. It is for Mr. 
» Hall to affirm it distinctly. For it is the sole fact which would make the run~ 
ning of those seven fish at all relevant or of value (flukes 
‘by foul- hooking excepted) as proof of his notion in favour 
of a flying-drag-hook, as 1 clearly pointed out in my last preceding letter. 
Why, then, did he not ina letter—and such a letter—written t> show—nay, to 
, show up—all the injustice I had done to his doubt, just candidly state how 
‘many of those seven fish which he ran he saw distinctly dite at his bait within 
flying-drag-hook distance of its tail? Wasit, now, because he did mot distinctly 
see any of those seven fish so dz¢e at his bait ? Assuming confidently, as I do, that 
- Mr. Hall’s term ‘‘ waded out,”’ is ambiguous, I make the following remarks. By 
my quotation, “I cannot findit, ’tis not in the bond,’ coupled with the 
context, I virtually challenged Mr. Hall to state the facts as to what fish had 
| Sit at his bait, as aforesaid. Instead of accepting my challenge, and making that 
simple statement, he evasively misapplies my quotation, by quoting it inegzly back 
upon me, inorder the more toridiculemy “ ridiculous’? drawing of conclusions 
from one sense of that term of his (waded out) which has two senses, saying 
that he nsed it in another sense. Is heso unintelligent as not to know that 
| there is nothing unintelligent and ridiculous in apprehending either sense of a 
term of two senses; but that there is something unintelligent in not seeing 
)| that one has misled another by using a term of two senses? Is he so ignoble 
as not to feel that there is something ignoble in not owning to an ambiguity, 
and in not apologising for the inconvenience in which it has involved another ? 
(Is not  Moblesse oblige’? among the Mottos of Honour in his Proverbial 
. Philosophy? ow, then, can he actually write now—-as he actually does write 
—as though there were no ambiguity in his former writing, and 
‘ridiculing me offensively, as though I must be either fool or knave 
for not knowing, or else for pretending not to know that plainest of 
facts? When taste and style are under consideration, may these examples 
of taste and style-—by a Professor of Taste and Style—not be passed uncon- 
sidered. So far as regards his notion that a flying-drag-hook is a desideratum, 
J affirm confidently that the whole of his last letter, which would prove so very 
many things—taste, style, ethics, immaterial logical side-issues—does not attempt 
.to prove **the one thing needful,’’ the doubt which Mr. Hall started against 
me in his first letter. As regards that doubt, the whole of his last letter is one 
| fallacy of irrelevant conclusion. Whether as to that letter there is not fallacy 
|within fallacy, an irrelevant conclusion, or irrelevant conclusions within an 
lirrelevant conclusion—like ‘‘ wheels within wheels ’?—are questions into which 
I will not too curiously inquire. I must rest content to hint at that not 
unimportant point. I will only add as to this second chatge upon my intelligence, 
that it is falsein fact; and that were it true, it would still be wide of the mark, 
and would thus no less fail to lose its bad character, as an example of the fallacy 
of irrelevant conclusion or “ignoratio elenchi.’?* 

(3) That I assumed confidently the eighth fish seized the bait by the tail, 
because Mr. Hall's legs were in the way of the minnow’s head ; meaning, I 
| Suppose, in the way of the fish seizing the minnow’s head? My words were: 
| “ Moreover, it looks to me not so very unlikely that when that eighth fish 
|< grabbed’ the bait close to Mr. Hall’s legs, his legs being in the way of the 
| fish seizing the bait by the head, the fish was bound to seize the bait by the 
tail.”” Where was my little ‘Linguistic Skill’? when that sentence was so 
unskilfully constructed? Away in that skittle-alley, along with “Flight 0” 

Fancy,” I fear, knocking down Mr. Hall’s notions, like ninepins, instead of 
. up his own notions as firm and fast as Cleopatra’s Needle on yon 











‘Thames-embankment; 
“‘ Four-square to all the winds that blow.’’ 


Now, whatever I said, I certainly did not say, or mean—and I wonder 
whether Mr. Hall supposes that I did mean ?—that his legs were in a straight 
line between the minnow’s head and the running fish? For to effect that 
fantastic phenomenon, Mr. Hall must, if angling before him, in the usual 
ashion, have had one leg immediately in front of the other—a very unnatural 
posture, above all, in wading in angling—and the running fish must have been 
dehind his back, and must have been running at the minnow from scent, not 
sight. These are absurdities, after demonstration, in my favour; whereas Mr. 
all’s ‘‘ absurd notion,’? whatever that may mean—and he neither asks what it 
toes mean, nor puts any assumed meaning upon it in his letter—is an absurdity 
before and without demonstration, to my prejudice. My meaning of that sen- 
jence, or rather in it, though from the first clear enough to my mind, is not 
slearly expressed. I therefore withdraw that sentence, and substitute these two 
sentences, which are as near my meaning as I can easily and briefly express. 
‘Moreover, as to that eighth fish which ‘grabbed’ the tail of the bait ¢ quite 
lose’ to Mr. Hall’s legs, it looks to me not so very unlikely that had that 
-rout bit at the bait further off from Mr. Hall’s legs, it would have bit at its 
ead. For the closer a trout is hooked to an angler, the more probable, 
| t priori, is it, owing to the shyness of trout, thatit was hooked at the farthest 
sossible distance from the angler—which is, the tail of the bait: besides, trout 
which are hooked, spinning, quite close to an angler’s legs, have followed the 
»ait for a considerable distance, and having been behind its tail for so long, are 
vnuch more likely, when they do bite eventually, to bite at its tail than at its 
nead,’? But, on reflection, I see that that view—though on the principles 
iamed it is not speculatively unplausible, not unreasonable in appearance won 
“baper—especially from Mr. Hall’s point of view as to the great tendency of 
rout to follow a bait and seize it by the tail—is hardly consistent 
‘yvith my view that a trout always runs at the head of a 
ait. And, in that view of mine, my proposed proof would, 
;ven as a paper-proof (as opposed to proof by ‘sense knowledge,”’ 
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beyond proof on paper) and putting it at the very highest, have to come down 
to the low, the very low, level of some such a slight probability as that ex- 
pressed, or indicated by the following remark of John Stuart Mill, ‘If we are 
right in the conclusions to which we have been led by the preceding inquiry, 
there is evidence, but insufficient for proof, and amounting only to one 
of the lower degrees of probability.”’ I therefore withdraw that original sen- 
tence, ‘‘ Moreover, it looks to me,’’ &c., and, of course, also those substituted 
ones ; or rather—since ¢hose insertions of mine were made through no fault of 
his—I hand my pen to Mr. Hall, and let him strike them allout. That is only 
right and just. 


‘* Theuer ist mir der Freund, doch auch den Fein 1 kann ich niitzen; 
Zeigt mir der Freund, was ich kann, lehrt mich der Feind was ich soll.’’* 


But Mr, Hall had absolutely no warrant whatever, in reason, for his having 
assumed confidently that I ‘‘assumed confidently”? that original view of mine. 
Those words, ‘* Moreover, it looks to me not so very unlikely that ’’ clearly 
express ‘‘one of the lower degrees of probability’? and assumption. Though 
not infallible, as that late instance proves, I do, as a rule—andI did in the 
present case—measure my words and weigh my blows. 

(4) That I assumed confidently Mr, Hall started a doubt and opened a dis- 
cussion, when he merely asked a question from a novice’s point of view, hoping 
to geta plain, simple answer. I assumed nothing, confidently or not confi« 
dently. I affirmed confidently, and I reaffirm as confidently the unquestionable 
fact that merely asking that question—any question—does start a doubt, and 
does open a discussion, so far, I would now add, as it lies in the queris;’s 
power to openit. ‘A question is the expression of a doubt.”’+ And I pointed 
out that—for reasons given—that discussion which Mr. Hall had opened could 
never be satisfactorily disposed of on paper. ; 


‘The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” 


Mr. Hall says he merely asked that question. But yet the mere asking —zf 
mere asking it was—of that question did start a doubt, and did open a discus- 
sion—the discussion I am now continuing—not without hard labouy. I did not 
mean to imply that Mr. Hall meant to start a doubt, and open ‘a discussion. 
But I did not mean to imply the contrary. And I certainly did and do 
think that Mr. Hall meant to start a doubt, and a very grave doubt, the truth 
of which he had assumed semi-confidently, to say the least. I had, however, 
no means of forming a reliable opinion whether he meant to open the 
discussion which was opened by his starting of that Joubt. Mr. Hall says 
he merely asked a question from a novice’s point of view, hoping to get a 
plain, simple answer. I gave him the plainest and simplest—because the truest 
and best—answer in my power. Mr. Hall says he “ merely’? asked the 
question from a novyice’s point of view—asked it in his ‘*ignorance.’” 
1 had (in my second article) stated that, ‘‘For many years, from his early 
youth up, Ward had practised with very great success not only fly-fishing, but 
also the pitching system of minnow-spinning,’’ down tothetime when, some ten 
or twelve years ago, he discovered the art of fly-fishing spinning. Mr. Hall, 
after—in deed and ¢ruth—doing nothing but doubt Ward’s skill and experience, 
goes, immediately afterwards, wn the very same letter, on to write of ‘*E. M.’’ 
as follows: ‘‘ Because ‘E. M.’ can kill on the Driffield Club waters with 
particular flies I don’t see that he can form any opinion as to their efficacy for 
south-country streams. When he says ‘I doubt 1t much,’ I wonder whether 
he doubts my word or my skil. Hither he does not believe that my experi- 
ments were worth anything, or else he doubts my statements,. In either case 





- he is more to be commended for his plainness of speech than for his civility.”’ 


The reader must judge for himself from those facts —considered in relation with 
the terms, and tone, and tenor, of Mr. Hall’s last letter—whether the snanner 
of his asking of his question was marked with that deference, that absence of 
assumption, which a due sense of the becoming causes to be marked in the 
question of a novice, in his ignoratice. The reader will judge also whether Mr. 
Hall doesnot rate ‘“‘E. M.”’ pretty roundly for doing to him the very thing which 
he had just done to Ward. And yet very possibly ‘‘E, M."’ is very much more 
on a level with Mr. Hall as a fly-fisher than Mr. Hall is on a level with Ward 
asa minnow-spinner. I advert to that difference of Mr. Hall with “ E.M.’’ 
only inasmuch as it comes as an immediate sequence of this matter in Mr. 
Hall's mind, and as it seems to throw light upon the dark questions whether 
Mr. Hall’s mind is of an unassuming, a consistent, and a peaceful character. 

(5) That I assumed confidently that Mr. Hall should be accused of scepticism 
about a case of perch-fishing which has absolutely nothing to do with the 
point at issue. I neither assumed confidently or not confidently that Mr. Hall 
should be accused, nor did I accuse him of such unpardonable scepticism. How 
could Taccuse anyone of a fu¢wre act, and that, too, when I exfressly left a 
choice in the matter ? 


‘¢ As if predestination overruled 
His will, disposed by absolute decree 
Or high fore-knowledge!”’ 


Even now Mr, Hall has said nothing in his last latter by which I should be 
justified, in reason, ifI assumed, confidently or not confidently, that he is of 
sceptical about that case of perch-fishing. “Indeed, I frankly confess that my 
surprise would certainly not be extreme if I learnt that—whilst he is falsely 
accusing me of accusing him of such scepticism—he is actually committing 
such scepticism, None the less, thoygh, I most carefully abstain from accusing 
him of such scepticism. Imeasure my own words and his, He has not measured 
either his own or mine. As regards the residue of that fifth charge, were not 
Ward’s experience and the deadliness of his delicate tackle points at issue ? 
And has the case of perch-fishing absolutely nothing to do with either of those 
two points? Nay, didI not expressly use it as evidence on the question of 
Ward’s experience ? 

So much for the five charges of my (logical 2) unfairness: ‘‘ the great 
scolds.’’ on a small scale: ‘‘The Tempest’’ (with Ariel, of course, init) ina 


Teacup. 

As Mr. Hall seems to suspect that -I was so rude as to 
ridicule his art of dry-flysfishing, and his description of that art, 
if not to offensively ridicule him also, in his devotion to that 
art, I ought, »I think, not to omit to state that my com- 


pliments to him, and it, and its description by him, were presented in sincerity, 
not in irony, still less of malice prepense. But, of cowrse, I put the right 
things in the right places for my own lawful purpose. And as for any little bit 
o’ banter about his devotion to his art, that was but a harmless joke, as he 








* « The fallacy of irrelevant-conclusion ({gnoratio elenchi) is nowhere more 
‘ommon than in protracted controversy, when one of the parties, after having 
jttempted in vain to maintain his position, shifts his ground as covertly as 
vossible to another, instead of honestly giving up the point.””—Whateley’s 
-ogic, Book III. sec. 16, 








* The following is a rough, scratch, home-made translation :— 


“¢ Dear to me is the Friend, the Foe also I can make useful ; 
Shows me the Friend what I can, the Foe what I should do.” 


T Cardinal Newman: ‘ Grammar of Assent,’’ part I., chap. I., sec. 2. 
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Himself admits ; as harmless, I submit—though, I own, not half as pleasing— 
as that word-painting of the high-wind-loving, coat-tail-flying, down-streams 
blowing, wet-fly-fishing fisherman of Mr. Hall’s ‘‘ unimaginative brain.”’* Con- 
fining myself now strictly to the ventilation of angling-opinioas, I say sincerely 
that if Mr. Hall has only as good an opinion of me, as an angler, and my 
angling art, as I have of him, as such, and his, T shall not be dissatisfied. Not, 
however, that I am angling for Mr, Hall’s good angling-opinion, even with a 
flying-drag-hook on my tackle to catch it, if it runs short. ; 

I have done, Myrizht of final reply I waive in Mr. Hall’s favour, in case 
he wants to have ‘the last word.’? For I shall say no more upon this subject, 
whatever Mr, Hall, or anyone else, may choose to say, Sir, with your 
sanction. 

“ Interest reipublice ut sit finis litium.” 
—I am, &c., Ay Rinly Beales 
London, May 5, 1883. 
roo ee Boe eEbaihetatah Ne 20955 
[Amen !—A. R. I. E. L.] ‘ 

Guess, now, you'll give me ¢hzs “last word,’? just for a “ Hallelujah 

Chorus’’ between ws, Mr. Editor, now that it’s all so nicely over ? ? 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS’ PRIDE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The sixth annual distribution of prizes to the successful competitors of the 
above society took place at the club-house, Five Bells, Bermondsey Square, on 
Wednesday evening last, in the presence of the members and a large company 
of visitors. The prizes were both useful and ornamental, and upon entering 
the handsome club-room, presented a mosf charming appearance, laid out as 
they were along the entire centre of the room, relieved with flowering plants, and 
well repaid the visitors for their attendance. Mr. John Fiddes, the treasurer 
of the society, presented to each winner his prize, accompanying the same with 
congratulatory remarks, rounds of applause fellowing each presentation. At the 
close of the distribution a cordial vote of thanks was accorded to the treasurer 
for his kindness in presiding. As the society possesses not.only skilled lovers of 
the gentle art, but likewise excellent musicians (vocal and instrumental), each 
did his best to make the evening ove of real enjoyment. Mr. James Groves 
presided at the piano. I am happy to state that twenty-seven prizes are 
promised fornext season by the members and friends of the society.—H. 
MALLETT, sec. 





BLOOMSBURY BROTHERS. 

The annual supper of the Bloomsbury Brothers was he'd on Wednesday, the 
gth inst., »t the Rose and Crown, High Street, Bloomsbury, under the presi- 
dency of Mr. Barr, when 25 members and friends sat down to a liberal repast, 
supplied by the worthy host, Mr. Smith. Amongst the visitors may be 
mentioned Mr. Coulson, Mr. Lake, Mr. Allcorn, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Roberts, 
and Mr. Jacobs. During the evening some excellent songs were contributed by 
Messrs. Coulson, Barr, Tarlings, Roberts, and Jacobs, Mr. Coulson receiving 
an encore for his excellent rendering of the ‘* Vicar of Bray,’’ and Mr. Jacobs 
being loudly applauded for the masterly mannerin which he gave ‘‘ Old Simon 
the Cellarer.’”? The company separated at a late hour, after spending a very 
pleasant evening. 


BRACEBRIDGE CLUB, BIRMINGHAM. 

Not many out on Whit Monday, on account of a wet morning. Of those 
who were out Mr. Ellison caught 12 perch, the largest weighing 1 lb. 2 oz., 
and Mr. Webley 1o perch. Mr, Bannister on Tuesday caught 40 roach and 
20 perch.—‘' H. A. S.”’ 





BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting -of the above, it was proposed that ia con- 
sequence of Mr. Booth, the president, having a bereavement in the family, 
the smoking concer be postponed till Wednesday, May 30th. The distribution 
of prizes was next proceeded w-th, Mr. Dunn taking a rod given by the club 
in a match, and one guinea for gross weight presented by Host Keeble, Mr. 
Bodeil taking a second for gross weight, also a prizeof tos, 6d. given by our 
late presideut, Mr. Pullen, for the largest pike. A number of prizes were not 
taken, but we trust our members will be more fortunate next season, as the 
society isin amore flourishing condition, and we are looking forward for a 
better season than last. Several of the members have been trying their skill 
with the spotted beauties, Mr. Dunn proving again the most successful, he 
having the good fortune toland a beauty of 4 lb. 2 oz. Members of the 
Brunswick who are desirous of joining the South London visiting list must do 
so at once, or they will not beable to participate in the first fishing match at 
Amberley on June 24th, for a series of money prizes, entrance fee Is. ;_ tickets 
for members can_be had at the Brunswick, or of Mr. W. Allen the secretary, 
16, Trolly-road, Bermondsey. | Mr. M. Doughty having tendered his resig- 
nation, Mr. James Bodell offered to officiate in his stead till the end of the 
season. ‘The business of the evening and the harmony passed off in a very 
enjoyable manner, Mr, Allsop presiding at the piano, and Mr. Green kindly 
obliging in his usual manner on the concertina,—JAMEs Boputt, Sec. 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Stebbing has resigned the secretaryship of the above association, which 
he has held since it started. It is proposed that Mr. Stebbing be presented 
with a testimonial, of which furtixer particulars will be sent. 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The first annual dinner of the above society took place on May 6th, 
at Mr. Rattley’s, Oricketer’s Inn, Houghton Bridge, Amberley, Mr. Senneck 
presiding, faced by Mr. H. Newbold. Great credit is due to Mr. Rattley for the 
excellent manner in which he catered for us; everyone expressed their satisfac- 
tion at the capita] repast. : 


P.S.—Will you have the kindness to inform me if Dr. Giinther, of the British 





* Mr. Hall has been so very good as to compare my ‘vivid imagination ?’—fa« 
vourably or unfavourably—with his own ‘ unimaginative brain.”? Would he be 
surprised to leain that Sir William Hamilton doubted whether Aristotle had 
not a more “vivid imagination’? than Homer ? 
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Museum, did ever describe that case of hermaphroditism which was in the 7 
FisuinG GAZETTE of January 20?—W. H. BurwWaAsH, jun. 
[Received too late for last week,.—ED. ] ; . 


\ 





GOLDEN BARBEL., 

At a special meeting of the above, held on the 15th, the following resolutions — 
were carried :—(1) ‘¢ That Mr. Entwistle be appointed trustee in conjunction 
with Mr. Green and Mr. J. Trowbridge.’ (2) ‘That Me. Lawford be 
appointed secretary in the place of Mr. G. Dixie, who has _resigned.”’ 
(3) ‘That Mr, J. Roach be appointed vice-chairman, vacated by the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Lawford as above.’? Members will kindly note that it ismecessary 
that they should attend on Tuesday next, the 22nd inst., to clear the books, as — 
important business relative to the annual supper is to be brought forward.— 
PIXIE. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The trout season was opened on the 6th instant by several members of the 
club. Mr. Snook brought up a brace. They did not run very large. Mr. G, — 
Bates had one; Mr. R. Murphy, 7 lb. 2 oz ; others had fish, but did not 
bring them up to the club. This is a good beginning, considering the bad 
weather we are having. On Tuesday there wasa good attendance of members ; 
two members enrolled and two proposed. A grand concert will take place at 


our club on May 28 h, on behalf of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. There — 


will be some first-rate talent on that night. Further notice will be given.— 
R. Murpuy. , : 
[Received too late for inseriion last week.— ED ] 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Members are requested to pay ail arrears on the annual night, May 21st. 
The annual distribution of prizes will take place on Wednesday, June 6ta, and 
the annual supper on Wednesday, June 13th.—J. F'ITcu, jun., sec. 2 










HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. bs 


The last smoking concert of the season was held at the club house on 
Thursday, the 1oth inst. Mr. Penny, the hon. sec., is to be congratulated on 
the greatest success of the season. The large clab room will seat nea:ly 200 


persons, and it was fairly full, the very excellent programme attracting a great \ 


number of friends. The president, Mr. P. Geen, took his seat punctually at 


8.30 pm., Mr. R. Hobden facing him in the vice-chair. Several gentlemen 
sang some capital songs. é 
was called upon no less than tour times during the evening. A special vote of ~ 
thanks was passed to those gentlemen who had so kindly volunteered theic 

services. Votes of thanks having been passed to the chairman and vice- 


chairman, the members separated for their homes. I am sorry one of the visitors 


took more ‘‘ ginger beer’’ than was good for him, resulting in his trying to open — 
his front door with his watch-key. His wife was obliged to let himin. He ~ 
has broken his watch through trying to wind it up with his latch-key, and I am 
told his wife, fairly roused, gave him a licking for putting his wet umbrella into 
bed and sticking himself in the corner of the room. Well, I have told Green, 
the host, he must not make his ginger beer so strong —ToMMy. 
HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. ‘ 
The 13th annual supper of this society was held at the Piimsoll Hotel, 
Great Thomas’ Road, Finsbury Park, on Wednesday evening; the 2nd instant, 
on which occasion between 40 and 50 members and friends sat down to a most 
excellent repast provided by Messrs Beate and Co., of Holloway. In the un« 
avoidable absence of the president, Mr. Charles Rose, which was greatly re- 
gretted, Mr. Robert Clapperton was unanimously voted to the chair, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Henry Sampson in the vice-chair, After the usual loyal and 
patriotic toasts were given and duly responded to, the chairman, in giving the ~ 


or 


Highbury Angling Society,’’ alluded in very genial terms to the progress which 


Wheatley) therewith. ‘he toast was received and drunk in the most cordial 
manner with what is known as the ‘‘ Highbury Whisper,’’ that is, ‘ three times 
three.’’? The Secretary replied in suitable terms, expressing his rincere thanks 
for the honour of being coupled with the name cf the Society, and stating that. 


members in every respect, and from the recent increase of a large number of 


confident that the society would stand pre-eminent in the north of London, — 
Among the various preserved specimen-fish, a most noticeable one, namely, the — 
‘lump fish’? taken off the coast of Aden in the Red Sea, presented to the 

society by ]4r. William Hamilton, an esteemed member, excited great curiosity 

znd admiration. The health of the chairman was then proposed by Mr. EB. 
Wheatley, and received and drunk with great enthusiasm, to which Mr. Clap«_ 
perton, in well-chosen terms, responded. 
Host Mr. Denyer, ‘‘ The Press,”’ and the ‘‘ Visitors’? which were well acknow- 
ledged by Mr. Denyer, Mr. Cockcraft, and Mr. Harris. Interspersed with the 
toasts there was some excellent singing and recitations, and among those who 


Wheatley, Mr. H. Wheatley, Mr. Charles Otway, Mr. Cartwright, Mr, Mansell, 
Mr. Kay, Mr. Levett, Mr. Ricketts, Mr. W. Hamilton, Mr. F. Hamilton, Mr. 
Franks, Mr. Payne, Mr. Ballard, Mr. Higley, Mr. Devonshire, Mr. Arnold, Mr. 
Bindon, Mr. Harris, Mr. Sampson, and the secretary. va 

On Wedne sday evening week the distribution of prizes took place in 4) 
presence of a large attendaace of members and friends. Among the successful 
competitors who shared the honours of the past season, the most prominent 


were Messrs. Anthony, Higley, Payne, Thomas McDermott, Wells, S. Howell, | 


Cartwright, Charles Rose, Arnold and the secretary. The gross weight for the 
year reached nearly 7 cwt., and the best specimen jack, perch, ten 


bream, roach, and barbel were taken by Messrs. Wells, Higley, and B>"'ard.—_ 


Jas. EDWARD WHEATLEY, secretary, 





JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. a 


The annual meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday, the 8th inst., 
at the club-house, Duke of Cornwall, South Island Place, Clapham Road. 
The secretary, Mr. Bisley, having read the minutes of the previous meeting, it — 
was proposed, seconded, and carried they be confirmed. The secretary then 


fay it ane 7 


toast of the evening, namely, ‘‘ Prosperity, Uni'y and Good Fellowship to the — 


the society had made during the last few years, and congratulated the members — 
on the grand display of specimen fish which adorned the walls of the club- — 
room, and concluded by associating the name of the secretary (Mr. W. J. 


The other toasts were ‘* The Worthy — 


principally contributed to the pleasures of the evening were Mr. Edward W. 


Mr. Turner’s singing was very highly appreciated, he — 


ae eee ae 


Aiba Steen. 


nothing shculd be wanting on his part to promote the interests of his brother 


new memb:rs who were bona-fide anglers in every sense of the word, he felt — 

















proceeded to read over the business before the meeting—viz., election a 


officers for coming season, &c. Messrs. Bisley and Jenkins were elected as 
delegates to the West Central Association, Mr. Palmer was re-elected chair- 
man amidst applause. Mr, Woodman was asked to retain office as vice- 
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chairman, but was compelled to decline on account of his leaving the neigh~ 
bourhood. He received a special vote of thanks for his past valuable services. 
Mr. Hewit was elected to fill the vacancy. Mrs. Bisley was re-elected to act 
as treasuress. Mr. Bisley was re-elected to acb as secretary, one of the 
members remarking, ‘‘ We could not have a better,’’? which remark received 
applause. Messrs. French, Osborne, Barnett, Cathey, and Jenkins were re- 
elected to act as committeemen, Mr. Gray being elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the retirement of Mr. Harvey. Amongst the prize winners we 
noticed the following gentlemen: —Messrs. Warne, Hewit, Woodman, and 
Jenkins were the most successful. The Junior Piscatorials are certainly to be 
congratulated upon the manner in which they conduct their business ; the way 
in which along programme was worked off was most creditable. Previous to the 
business being introduced, Mis. Bisley, the hostess, introduced a most delicious 
supper in the shape of a 14 lb. salmon, lamb and mint sauce, haunch mutton, 
roast and boiled fowls, green peas, new potatoes, and cauliflowers, veal and 
ham, salads, &c. To say that Mrs. B. received commendation would but 
poorly express the sentiments of the meeting. 
dining at a number of angling clubs, but have seldom seen such an admirable 
dinner served up in such good style. The members finished up the evening 
with a few good songs and capital music, Mr. Peirce causing roars of laughter 
by his comical Irish songs. We noticed Mr. T. Hoole enjoying himself when 
called upon to respond for his association. After having thanked the society 
for their kind invite and entertainment, he gave a few practical remarks upon 
the proposed Amalgamation, undoubtedly showing that anyone who would 
vot against the scheme, after hearing it fully explained, could not be a friend 
to the London anglers and their interests. Mr. Bisley, the hon. secretary, is to 
be congratulated upon the successful working of his society. The members 
parted at a late hour, having thoroughly enjoyed themselves.— ROACH. 


MANCHESTER DISTRICT AMALGAMATED ANGLERSY’ 
CIATION. 

Minu'es of quarterly meeting held at the house of Mr. J. A. Holding, Globe 
Inn, Edward-street, May 3rd, 1883 —A letter of apology was read from Mr. 
G. Oliver, delegate, who was unable to a tend. Moved by Mr. Rock, and 
seconded hy Mr. Hampson, that the minutes of last meeting as read be 
adopted. Moved by Mr. Bailey and se:onded by Mr. Robinson, that there be 
a treasurer elected, and a levy of 3d. per member made to create a fund. 
Amendment by Mr J. Walsh and seconded by Mr. Ramsbottom, that the levy 
be 6d. per member, was lost, the secretary explaining it was more than was 
required. Moved by Mr. Ridgway and seconded by Mr. J. Holmes, that Mr. 
John Peacock, of the Crown Inn, Cily Road, be the treasurer. Moved by Mr. 
Bailey and seconded by Mr. Robinson, that the report of the secretary on the 
proceedings of the committee be adopted. Moved by Mr. Bailey and seconded 
by Mr. Hampson, that a committee of four be elected to manage the business 
of this district. The names of Messrs. Harris, Ridgway, Rock, Bailey, Robin- 
son, Butterworth, and Johnson were submitted to the meeting, and the first 
named four were elected. Moved by Mr. Holmes and seconded by Mr. 
Hampson, that in the matter of renting ‘‘fishing’”’ the committee secure the 
fishing “first” and try to get cheap travelling afterwards. Mr. Bailey, dele- 
gate, gave his report of the last delegate meeting, which brought up the question 
of seceding’ from the “Districts Association ;’’ but as our delegates were 
pledged to work the annual trip, it was decided to wait t:ll the next meeting in 
July, and it was moved by Mr. Rock and seconded by Mr. Johnson, that we 


ASSO- 


still ‘‘ protest’ against the minute in regard to “ each district making its own’ 


by-laws with regard to weighing in fish caught by their members’’ being 
allowed to remain on the minutes of the ‘‘ District Association,’’ and that this 
minute be recorded on the minutes of that Association. Moved ty Mr. Bailey 
ard seconded by Mr. Hampson, that we get 400 copies of clubs and their 
addresses, with aate of meetings printed and a copy supplied to each member. 
Moved by Mr. Rock, and seconded by Mr. Topham, that the next meeting be 
held at the house of Mr. Johnson, Queen Adelaide, Chancery Lane, Ardwick. 
Moved by Mr. Bailey and seconded by Mr. Holmes, that the best thanks of 
this meeting be given to our chairman, Mr. J. Rathbone, for his services this 
_eyening. Mecting closed at 10 50 p.m.—JOHN THOMAS, sec. 


; NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

- The thirty-second half-yearly supper of this society will take place at their 
club-house, Lord Southampton, Maitland Park, Haverstock Hill, on the 24th 
inst. Mr. F. Hill presides, faced by Mr. W. Aldis. A special general meeting 
will be held on Thursday evening, the 31st inst., when all members are re- 
quested to attend, there beng business of importance to settle.—W. Hinvigr, 
sec. 





PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Chairman, Mr. F'. G. Pearce. After the minutes had been duly read and con- 
firmed, two gentlemen, whose names had been previously submitted to the 
Committee and recommended by them, were balloted for and elected. Mr. 
Bates then drew the attention of the members to the International Anglers’ 
Tournament, and solicited their co-operation, such as offering prizes and 
competing. He read the variouscompetitions, which gave rise to some discussion 
in reference to the Nottingham style. Mr. Gregory, of Birmingham, said that 
he attended Jast year with his ordinary tackle, but found that he had no chance, 
as others had specially-prepared lines of extreme lightness and strength. He 
suggested that all competitors should use the same line, rod, and winch, and a 
weight of at least two ounces. This Mr. Bates promised to lay before the com- 
mittee. Messrs. Foreman, Fennings and others thought that each competitor 
should provide according to their own view, and not to be tied down by so 
hard and fast a rule. The sub-committee, consisting of Messrs. Gray, Sachs, 
Pattisson, and Fennings, reported that they had had the space allotted to the 
society at the forthcoming Exhibition covered with red cloth, &c., andhad re- 
hung the specimens, and they trusted that it would be satisfactory to the 
members. A cordial vote of thanks was passed to them for their exertions. 
The prize list for the ensuing season was as usual passed round and received 
several additions, the members preferring the competitions and specimen fish 
from public water. A silver cup will also be offered for the greatest number of 
specimens according to club rules taken from public waters. The health of the 
ae” which was warmly received, as usual terminated the evening. 





; SECOND SURREY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The second visit of the South London United will take place on Monday, 
June 4th, at the Second Surrey club-house, Queen Elizabeth, Merrow Street, 
‘Walworth, when we hope to have the pleasure of meeting the members ot the 

various clubs as well as the friends they like to bring with them, as I am 
certain they will spend a very enjoyable evening.—J. WRIGHT, sec. 





I have had the pleasure of . 








theatre. 


SOCIAL BROTHERS ANGLING CLUB. 

The fourth annual dinner of the above took place on Wednesday evening, the 
2nd inst., at the Club House, Prince Regent, Dulwich Road, under the presi- 
dency of Mr. J. Lockeyear. The vice-chair on this occasion was taken by 
Mr. R. Irons, in the absence of Mr. J. Underdown, who was unable to be pre- 
sent till later inthe evening. Both gentlemen most efficiently performed their 
duties, and it is in a very great degree due to them that the success of the 
evening was so marked. The dinner which was supplied was in every respect 
most excellent, and the wines catered for by Mr. Monk, the worthy host, were 
very good, The table was handsomely decorated with flowers and ferns b 
Mr. Lambert. After the removal of the cloth, the first toast, ‘‘ The Queen,”’ 
was proposed by the chairman, and the ‘* National Anthem ” was sung by the 
company, The toast, ‘¢ Social Brothers Angling Club,’’ was then given by the 
chairman in suitable terms, and was acknowledged by Mr. Goubot, whose speech 
was very well received. He spoke of the great success which had attended the 
club, and of its present position and future prospects. The ‘‘ President and 
Vice-President,” given by Mr. Bird, was responded to by Mr. Lockeyear, who 
remarked on the pleasure it afforded him to preside over so pleasant a meeting, 
and whose efforts to ensure the well being of the club would not be 
relaxed. Mr. Und rdown, the vice-president, also replied in a few 
sentences, which were greatly applauded. The next toas: was ‘‘ The Committee 
and Officers,’ which Mr, Flynn gave in a humorous and happy speech, and 
this was revlied to by Mr. Pavey. This gentleman, while pleased to see such a 
large gathering of members and friends, lamented that the number of efficient 
members had diminished, and consequently the fends of the club were not inso 
flourishing a condition a3 could be wished, He therefore hoped that many 
more members would join the club and enhance its position and prospects. ‘* The 
Honorary Members and Visitors ’’ was next givea by Mr. Irons, and responded 
to by Mr. Brocklehurst, who said that he was an old friend, if not an old 
member. He cordially endorsed Mr. Pavey’s desire that more members would 
be forthcoming, and urged as many as possibly could to enrol themselves as 
honorary members, and thus give an impetus to the working of the club. 
The presentation of the prises by Mr. T. Harris was the chief 
feature of the evening, and he presented the following prizes :— 
Mr. Monk, 1st prize, competition, a cup valued at about £3, and various other 
useful articles, with money prizes ; Mr. Goubot, 2nd prize, a cup, and sundry 
articles of value and interest, with money prizes; Mr. Lee, 3rd prize, an oil 
painting, fishing tackle book, and other articles, with money prize; Mr. Valler, 
4th prize, a marble clock, scarf pin, aud money prize; Mr. Bird, 5th prize, a 
rustic vase and a money prize ; Mr. Underdowa, 6th prize, a parcel of hosiery ; 
Mr. Irons, 7th prize, aclock ; Mr. Lockeyear, 8th prize, amoney prize, He gave 
to each recipient a few kind y and wellschosen words with the prizes, which 
were suitably acknow edged by each of the fortunate winners. Mr. Monk won 
the competition cup, which he filled with champagne, and passed round to 
each gentleman present as a ‘‘loviag cup.’’ After the ceremony was over Mr. 
Goubot proposed thehealth of ‘‘ Mr. Thomas Harris,’’ which toast was hailed 
with vociferous cheering. and was responded to by that gentleman in a speech 
brimfal of humour*and replete with wis2 counsel and kindly wishes. Mr. 
Brocklehurst proposed ‘‘ The Press,’’ which was responded to by Mr. Bates. 
This gentleman felt assured that the club had a prosperous future before it, 
arid could see no reason whyit should not compete with and, indeed, surpass 
many others of a similarnature. During the course of the evening several 
excellent songs were given by Messrs. Brocklehurst, Monk, Hancock, R. 
Luff, Underdown, and Flynn, all of which gave great satisfaction. We may 
particularly notice Mr. H. Hancock’s rendering of “The Speaker’s Eye,”’ 
which was remarkably welldone. ‘Auld Lang Syne” appropriately closed 
this most successful and jovial evening. We cordially wish the club every 
success and sincerely trust that very many gentlemen will join as members, and 
take a pride in being connected with so well-conducted and pleasant an unders 


taki: g. 
3 THE CRESCENT ANGLING. SOCIETY. 

The inaugural dinner of the above society took place on Wednesday, the gth 
inst., at the club house, the Giraffe Tavern, N-+wington, S.E, G. R. Bolton, 
Esq., in the chair, and J. Boalch, Esq, in the vice-chair, About thirty 
members and friends sat down to a most excellent dinner, served up in 
Mrs. Collins’ usual good style. Nothing appeared-to be wanting: everything 
in season was put before the members (but, oh, Mrs. Collins, your plum 

udding and maids of honour—they were deicious!). The tables were very 
tastefully laid out with plate, glass, and beau iful fiowers. Each member was 
presented with a pretty little choice button-hole, I saw Mr. ‘I’. Hoole sitting 
behind a lovely white camellia, looking for all the world as if the ‘‘ world”’ 
belonged tohim. By the bye, I wonder he does not get fat, seeing the ‘‘ tucks 
out?’ he has during the festive season. He spoke up well for the proposed 
amalgamation and Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and received quite an ovation. 
Seeing the immense amount of good such men have done for the Iondon 
anglers, the least we can do is to give them credit for working in our interests, 
and we should, one and all, hesitate to condemn anything they should propose 
un‘il it has been proved to be unreasonable, It is a fact, and no one can deny 
it, the money collected for the railway privilege ticket is professedly collected 
for the assisting in preserving our rivers and our sport. Then, why should it be 
spent in other directions when unnecessary? Capital singing, good music, 
cigars, wine, and congenial company—what more could one wish for? The 
members parted at an early hour, having thoroughly enjoyed themselves.— 
Minnow. ——— 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

I beg to inform you that the distribution of prizes for the season 1882 and 
1883, of the above society, will take place on Thursday, the 3tst, when the 
pleasure of your company and any friend you may please to bring with you 
will be esteemed.—J. BoALCH, sec. , 

P.S.—I beg also to inform you that a special general meeting will be held on 
June the 7th, at 9.30, for confirming the rules as arranged by the revising 
committee, The above just to hand, members not receiving copy of the same, 
will please accept as authentic.—PIx1kE. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The holidays and fine weather have resulted ia some very fine trout being 
brought to the scale. On Monday a member had three fish, the largest weigh- 
ing 6 lb. 14 oz. Mr. T. Oatley and Mr. Lines were also successful, having five 
between them, the largest weighing 3 lb., which favoured Mr. Oatley.—H. 


THOMPSON, sec. 
ear ET A SS I EE TED 


A MAN who holds his opera-glass in both hands with his elbows 


sticking out on both sides is preferable to a lady with a big hat ata 
You can kick the man. 
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Aln (Alnwick). 

Never having been out fishing this season until Monday last, owing to pres- 
sure of work, and not having had much conversation with anglers, I have been 
unable to collect anything like a decent report, but intend, if possible, to do better 
in future. Last Monday being a general holiday, fishers turned out in great force, 
and some capital baskets of trout were killed, both on the preserved and public 
parts of the river, worm being the most attractive lure. The water was too clear 
and the sun much tvo bright for fly, and minnow they would not look at, neither 
natural nor artificial. Worm fishers had the best of it by chalks—a rather singular 
thing too, considering the flood had just cleared out ; one would naturally sup- 
pose that they would have taken the fly eagerly, Wind south-west ; weather 
bright and warm.—HALcyon, 


Ancholme District. 

The advent of summer weather and the prevalence of soft, south winds have 
very much improved the fishing, and some fine catches of trout have been 
made on all the local becks. Two trout of 2lb. each have been taken amongst 
others by myself and son ; but most of my time this week has been spent at the. 
Fisheries Exhibition, which is by far the most magnificent collection that I 
have ever seen, and whole days—nay, weeks—might be profitably spent 
therein by those who are fond of the harvest of the waters.—THoMAS ForD, 


Ballynahinch. 

Since last report little has been done, there being only one rod here at pre- 
sent, Mr. Phillips, who on Thursday killed two salmon, 1olb. and 111]b.; and 
on Monday Mr. J. C. Mecredy killed one peel 5 lb. weight, and lost one salmon, 
Last Friday and Saturday we had a fall of rain which has freshened the water a 
good deal— WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Chichester. 


The last few summer-like days have materially improved sport in the har- 
bour fishing. Some good takes of smelts have been made, and bass have been 
seen in quantities, but I have not heard of atake worthrecording. Our canal is 
very free of weed, and rodsters are anxiously awaiting the termination of the 
close season.—G. F. SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

From the 11th to the 14th the river was flooded; on the 15th the weather 
was all that could be desired for the angler. Mr. Sharp, 6 brace; Mr, J. 
Dixon, 73 brace; Mr. W. S. Dixon, 5 brace; Mr. T. R. Stephenson, 15 brace. 
On the 16th, Mr. Dixon, 8 brace; Mr. W. S. Dixon, 6 brace. The river is 
very bright to-day, and no sport. 


Dove. 

There has been quite the usual number of holiday anglers on the river this 
week compared with previous Whitsuntides. All our public waters have been 
extensively fished, but I am not so sure that sport has been quite so remunera- 
tive as one could have wished. Trout have been rising with moderate freedom 
and no more. ‘The best killing flies have been the mulberry bumble, the little 
chap, the yellow dun of May, the little iron blue, the golden dun midge, and 
other late April flies. The average of takes on the public waters has not 
amounted to more than five brace per rod, if that. I hear of several minnow 
spinners having caught trout in the brooks, scaling as much as two pounds each. 
The best sport with the fly has been enjoyed near Hartington, Norbury, and in 
Dove Dale.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


The fine warm rain at the end of last week raised the hopes of many anglers 
who look forward to a week’s fishing at Whitsuntide, or at least a day on Whit 
Monday. But I am afraid they were very generally doomed to disappointment. 
The rain brought the snow off the hills and the weather has ever since been warm 
and bright, so that on Whit Monday we had that horrible combination, a brown 
water and a bright day. I heav(l of nine anglers, and some of them yery good 
hands indeed, who had not a dozen trout amongst them, and can quite believe 
it. The only decent take I have heard of is one Mr. Slater made near home on 
Tuesday evening. Between 6 and g p.m. he killed 25 trout with small fly. 
This shows that they are beginning to rise in the evening, and if this weather 
lasts I hope to be able to record a few good baskets next week. If so, they will 
be taken with creepers or May-fly in the day-time, or fly and bustard at night. 
—SILVER-GREY. 

Exe (Tiverton). 

The rains of last week have improved the fishing very much. The river has 
been a good size for fishing, and some very good days’ sport have been obtained. 
On Monday, notwithstanding the number of rods ‘being Bank Holiday), some 
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very good baskets were made. The fliesthat have done best are the blue — 
upright, iron blue, aller bud, yellow May dun, and red upright. The water is 
fast running down, and will soon be again low._-WM. -Muprorp. 


Lea (Ware). ‘ 
Fishing here is in splendid condition at present, as the weather and water have 
been all that could de desired. Alot of fish have been taken during the week, but 
nothing to brag about in weight. But that there are plenty of large fish one only 
requires to walk along the banks to be convinced, especially from the ‘‘ Bridge”” — 
to the **Boom.’’ The bait in general use has been the minnow, as that seems 
to be the only one the natives know howto use. Ishould thinka good fly fisher 
would be able to get at the large ones. Anglers fishing down Star-street this 
week have been taking eels as well as trout.—WM. STARLING. 


Lune (Carnforth). 


We have had a great change for the better during the last week. On Satur- 
day afternoon the wind turned into the south-west, bringing with it a gentle 
rain, which continued over Sunday, and until Monday noon, which had the 
effect of bringing the river out, almost bank full. Minnow fishers were out in 
full force, and their labours were not in vain, as some capital baskets were taken, 
Mr. Clough took seven pounds of well-fed trout on Monday evening. On 
Tuesday, Mr. William Atkinson, of Lancaster, gunsmith, got twenty-eight fine 
fish with the fly ; he told me that dark woodcock with orange body had taken 
the best; the same flies I have mentioned in former articles will kill well until 
the end of June. On hot sunny days worm fishing, with Stewart tackle, up 
stream, will be found first-rate sport. Mr. Preston, the Manager of Ripley's 
Hospital, Lancaster, never fishes anything else. To-day (Thursday) barometer 
steady, thermometer 60 in the shade.—P1sCATOR. k 


Loch Ruthven (Inverness). 

Very good sport has been obtained on this loch during the past week, although 
the weather was not very favourable for angling, owing to the cold east winds. 
Captain Fraser, of Balnain, on Wednesday, the 9th, kitled 43 dozen very nice 
trout. On Saturday, the r2th, Mr. H. C. McAndrew killed 35 dozen. On the 
same day Master Stewart, of Brin, made a fair basket, and several of the 
locals had splendid baskets on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday this week. 
Most of the trout were killed wich the worm-fly. Weather to-day, Thursday, 
warm and bright.—DonALD WATSON. 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 

For the past few days the weather has been very fine, and angling improved 
very much. Mr. White one day killed four salmon weighing over 501b., on 
another day he killed two salmon weighing 15 1b. and 1olb. Mr. Atkinson and 
Mr. M‘Culloch two salmon and six trout one day. Mr. Higson killed one 
salmon and six trout, Mr. Charles Little one Salmon, Mr. Turner one salmon. 
As I write the weather is summer-like, with a south+westerly wind. —FRANK 
HEARNS. ; 

Thames (Halliford). 

The river isnowin good order for trouting, and the fish are feeding much better, © 
both at fly and fish. I caught one myself on Tuesday weighing 3 lb. £2 oz. 
Mr. George Palmer, fishing with my son on the 13th inst., caught one weigh- 
ing 4 1b. 8 ounces, and the same gentleman fishing with me on the roth inst., 





Pw 


caught one 2 lb. spinning, and one yesterday, the 16th inst., weighing 6 lb. 5 oz. — 


with a fly ;—one of the pluckiest fish I have seen caught with a fly for some time; 
which took us over half-an-hour to land, and which put me in mind of the 
large one Mr. Henry Farnell caught with a fly, fishing with me, when he was 
secretary to the Thames Angling Preservation Society, which I believe was the ~ 
largest Thames trout on record ever taken with a fly in the Thames.—GzORGE 


RosEWwELL. 
Thames (Oxford). 


Several more big ones are reported between Osney and Iffley. Owing to its 
being full term, my time is somewhat prescribed; but so soonas I can obtain — 
any really reliable information it shall be placed at the disposal of your readers, 
A letter from Long Wittenham, Berks, tells me that it is rumoured, Appleton — 
Ballast hole, which is said to contain some good pike, has been let to two 
Londoners for £20 per annum. Another correspondent, who was at Dorchester — 
on Sunday, says a great number of anglers were out, but he did not hear any 
success had rewarded their efforts. —-CHERWELL OTTER. 


White House Fishery (Hackney). 


The roach are spawning. I had a throw with net and caught hundreds. The : 
bream are as thick. I wish some of your readers would come and see them. 
early some morning soon. Twenty-seven eels taken this week, I have had — 
gout.—GEO. BERESFORD. 


> 


os 


Wye (Bakewell). 


We have got warm weather at last. It has not improved the fishing very 
much. Some few gentlemen have got from three to four and a half brace each. - 
Monday and Tuesday we had a number of rods out, and many of them went — 
away with empty baskets. The hare’s ear dun has been the favourite fy-—3 
Bo R- 


Wye and Derwent. 

The Whitsuntide holiday piscatorshave had some beautiful fine weather — 
dering the week, with the exception of Monday afternoon, when we had a very 
heavy thunderstorm here, at Matlock, which caused the Derwent to be slight!y — 
flushed, viz., the bottom length below Matlock Bridge ; and I am pleased to say — 
that the bottom fishers did very well during the time the river was discoloured 
with both ant eggsand worms. Since then sport has been very uncertan, and 
I have heard great complaints; yet some few of the experienced anglers, local 
hands, and those who know the water, have done fairly well, chiefly with the 
fly. Both the yellows and gravel bed, or spider flies, are now out thick on 
the Derwent; and both the Wye and Derwent are in first class condition for — 
fly fishing. Morning and evening are the best feeding times.—G@. J. 
EATON. = 

Yare (Norwich). 

Angling on this stream is slow, but one or two remarkable specimens have ~ 
been taken during the past week, notably a roach taken at Buckenham by amem- 
ber of the Norwich Angling Club, weighing 21b. 5 oz. As far as I can ascer: 
tain, this is a genuine roach, and it ought to have been seen on Saturday at the 
International Exhibition. I may say thatit is being preserved, and therefore 
many a London brother may have the pleasure of seeing the kind of fish that 
awaits capture. Several large bream, one of 4} 1b. and one or two tench have 
been taken with rod and line within the last few days; andif these cold easterly 


ry 


winds prevail, spawning will be delayed, andthe angler will continue to get . 


some good full fish for some time yet.—RoBrrT MOLL, 


y 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES Having been the first to publicly announce this Exhibition as 


EXHIBITION. 


THE OPENING CEREMONY, THE BANQUET, &c. 
13 there were any who entertained doubts as to the success 
~*~ of our Great Fisheries Exhibition it is to be hoped they were 
in the thick of the crush at South Kensington last Saturday, or 
on Monday, or even on that best test-day of all—the half-crown 
day (Wednesday). : te 


+ 





being contemplated, having devoted more space than any other 
paper to noticing its progress, and intending to devote much 
space to describing it, we naturally feel most gratified at the 
grand success ‘which has been attained—a success we have always 
foretold with the greatest confidence, and which we feel we have 
done our part in promoting. 

The opening ceremony and the grand banquet at Fishmongers’ 
Hall in the evening have been so fully described in every London 





and provincial daily paper of importance that we think we shall 
be disposing of our space more usefully if we devote it to some 
remarks on the general appearance of the Exhibition, and confine 
the description of the ceremonial to a sort of historical summary 
from Mr. Senior's most graphic description in the Daily Jews. 
The official arrangements were admirable, and were carried out 
by the police in a fairly satisfactory manner on the whole, though 
we saw and experienced the difficulty some members of the force 
have in recognising colours—white tickets were let pass by one man 
and turned back by another at the same place. The consolation 
was, that the bigger the crush the greater the success; but after 
being packed like herrings in a barrel, and rolled round courts 
and past refreshment places, with no chance of more than a 
tantalising smell of the much-talked-of fish dinners—after, too, 
such a feast of royalty—we could not help sympathising with a 
stout, bald little man, whose efforts to get out had for some ten 
minutes much facilitated ours behind him, and whoonat last stepping 
out into Exhibition Road, took a deep breath, devoutly ejaculated 
“Thank God!” and mopped his perspiring brow. What struck 
us as most noteworthy was the almost miraculous manner in wh'ch 
the confusion and disorder of Friday “evening had been changed 
into the fair and orderly display of Saturday morning. The only 
complaints or regrets we heard were that her gracious Majesty had 
not been able to crown the affair with her presence, and that the 
gorgeous shilling programme was not actually worth twopence. 
But then there was /he Prince and Princess and other Royal blood 
to represent her Majesty; and if the programme was dear at two- 
pence, the catalogue would have been undoubtedly cheap at two 
shillings. The Prince looked joily as ever, and the Princess 


looked pleased at everything and everybody looked pleased at her. 





Punctually at the appointed time there had arrived at the entrance 
hall the Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh, the Duke and Duchess of 
Connaught, the Duke and Duchess of Albany, the Princess Christian, 
the Duke of Cambridge, the Duke and Duchess of Teck, and Prince 
Edward of Saxe-Weimar. They were received by the Royal Com- 
missioners, namely :—The Dukes of Roxburgh, Northumberland, aud 
Abercorn, the Marquis of Hamilton, the Earl of Ducie, Viscount 
Powerscourt, Lord Lovat, Sir John Rose, Admiral Collinson, Sir 
Samuel Wilson, Mr. Birkbeck, M.P., Professor Huxley, Mr. H. G. 
Calcraft, and Mr. J, H. Fordham, Prime Warden of the Fishmongers’ 
Company. The Prince and Princess of Wales and their sons arrived, 
as arranged, at noon, and were received by the distinguished Royal 
company now waiting in the entrance hall, and with all the honours 
due to their rank. The Duke of Richmond and Mr. Birkbeck, M: Es, 
were officially present at the reception as Chairmen of Committees. 
The little daughter of Mr. Sayer, a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, offered a bouquet to the Princess of Wales, who accepted the 
gift with a smile to the tiny maiden and her sisters, After a pause, 
the procession was formed.and put in motion, Down the British Sea 
Fisheries Court it advanced amidst general cheering from the enthu- 
siastic spectators, who had seized upon every available standpoint. 
The frank, hardy fishermen in the corridor, with their banners, and in 
their distinctive working dresses, differing according to the districts 
they represented, looked, what we know them to be, toilers of the sea, 
of whom any country might conscientiously be proud. Their flags 
showed them to have come from all parts of the British coast, Ireland, 
and Guernsey. The fishwives, it need scarcely be explained, had 
been the observed of all wherever they appeared. The Canadian and 
American Courts, between which the procession passed, looked won- 
derfully well in their completed form. 

Half-past twelve had almost arrived before the echoes of trumpets 
and distant cheering in the building informed those who had been 
seated so long in the central promenade that the Royal party were 
passing down the Sea Fisheries Court, through the ranks of British 
fishermen, and Newhaven and foreign fishwives, towards them. Mr. 
Barnby’s choir of 400 voices, and orchestra of 70 performers, gave the 
National Anthem as the Royal party entered. All present rose to 
their feet, and many leaped on to their chairs. The cleared space in 
the centre was not wide enough to give due effect to the procession 
but it was grandly imposing, and not soon to be forgotten. First 
came the contractor and architect, followed by the Superintendent of 
Works, the Executive Committee, Foreign and Colonial Acting 
Commissioners, Her Majesty’s Commissioners, and the Lord Steward 
and Lord Chamberlain, with their wands heralding the Prince and 
Princess of Wales. The other members of the Royal Family were in 
the following order:—The Duke of Edinburgh, leading his little son 
and walking with Princess Christian on his right arm; the Duke of 
Connaught and Duchess of Edinburgh; the Duke of Albany and 
the Duchess of Connaught; the Duke of Cambridge and the Duchess 
of Albany; Prince Albert Victor and the Duchess of Teck: Prince 
Edward of Saxe-Weimar, Priace George of Wales, and the Duke of 
Teck, The Master of the Horse (the Duke of Westminster) and the 
Mistress of the Robes (the Duchess of Roxburghe), and the Royal 
Households brought up the rear of a truly regal procession. 

The chairs of state were placed upon the dais ina semi-circle. On 
each side palms, ferns, and roses were arranged around the dais 
which was o’er-canopied with maroon cloth, upon which the Royal 
arms were emblazoned. The screen was adorned with tridents, and 
beautifully festooned with what seemed to be fine lace.. The material 
was, however, exceedingly fine network supplied by Sharp and 
Murray, the well-known herring-net makers of Cellardyke. The dais 
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of itself was an object of mark, but with the semi-circle of Royal 
persons in their chairs of state the spectacle was one of absorbing 
interest. Beginning at the extreme left of the line, the Princes and 
Princesses stood thus:—The Duke of Teck, Prince Edward of Saxe- 
Weimar, the Duke of Cambridge, the Duchess of Albany, wearing a 
pearl-grey silk costume, the Duke of Connaught, the Duchess of 
Edinburgh, in black velvet figured with forget-me-nots, the Home 
Secretary, the Prince of Wales, the Princess of Wales, wearing a 
black dress flowered with small rosebuds, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
Princess Christian, in dark violet silk, the Duke of Albany, the 
Duchess of Connaught, the Duchess of Teck, Prince Albert Victor, 
and Prince George. Lord Sydney, with his steward’s wand, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury were at this side of the dais. With the 
exception of the Duke of Edinburgh, who wore his admiral’s uniform, 


and the Home Secretary in his Windsor uniform, the uniforms upon _ 


the dais were of military scarlet, the Prince of Wales, in the centre, 
appearing in his Field-Marshal’s dress. All the Princes wore the 
ribbons of their orders. The great officers of State formed a line 
behind the Royal chairs, and amongst these was the octogenarian 
hero, Field-Marshal Lord Strathnairn. 


The Duke of Richmond, as president of the General Committee, 
then read the following address :— : 


May it please your Royal Highness,—the purpose of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, which your Royal Highness is graciously pleased to open 
to-day on behalf of her Majesty the Queen, is to illustrate the present and past 
condition of one of the most ancient, extensive, and important of industries, 
and to promote that careful collection and discussion of facts by means of which 
alone we can hope to deal in a satisfactory manner with the many difficult, 
practical, and scientific problems connected with fish and fisheries. These 
buildings, which, large as they are, have proved hardly adequate to contain the 
vast contributions which have poured in upon us, are stored with the animal 
productions of the seas and rivers of all parts of the habitable globe, and with 
the multitudinous contrivances devised by human ingenuity for their capture. 
Every article of commerce yielded by fisheries is represented, and the agencies 
by which these articles are transported, distributed, and prepared for our use 
are exemplified. 
acquainted with the organisation of a fish-market, but may form a judgment, 
based on practical examination, of the vast possibilities open to judicious fish. 
cookery. The various modes of preserving and multiplying aquatic animals, 
which come under the designation of fish culture, will be seen in action; while 
those who are interested in fishery law, and in the history of fishing, will find that 
the subject of their studies has not beenneglected. It has been our especial aim 
to direct the attention of the public at large to the perils and hardships necessarily 


On our premises, the consumer may not only become - 


connected with the mode of life of those sea fishermen by whose labours they — 


profit so largely; and we are not without hope that the creation of a general 
interest in their affairs may have a favourable influence on the condition of 
the fishing population. The melancholy loss of life suffered by seafaring 
people may certainly be diminished by the use of life-saving apparatus. The 
unprecedentedly large prize which we have offered for the best lifeboat has 
stimulated the ingenuity of inventors, and we are able to afford the public the 


opportunity of examining an unequalled collection of lifeboats and life-saving __ 
apparatus. Itis obviously undesirable that the many experts who will be present _ 


during the Exhibition should go away without being afforded the opportunity of 
exchanging views on the complicated and disputed questions which arise in 
connection with fish and fisheries; and we therefore propose that an Interna- 
ttional Fishery Congress for the discussion of such matters shall be held during 
he Exhibition. It would have ,been impossible for us to have got together 
anything comparable to the great mass of objects illustrative of fisheries which 
we are able to exhibit, without the countenance which has been accorded to us 
by her Majesty’s Government, and without the generous spirit in which our 
applications for aid, supported by the Foreign and Colonial Offices, have been 
met by the Governments of foreign nations and those of our colonies. The 


contributions to the Exhibition derived from these sources must be seen and 


studied, if their magaitude and importance are to be properly appreciated. We 
desire to take this earliest public opportunity of offering our thanks to the 
respective Governments, and to their able and zealous 1epresentatives in charge 
of the vast and valuable collections which have been entrusted to our care. 
Our thanks are also due to those Colonial Governments, public bodies, and 
private supporters who have not only made munificent donations to the general 
funds of the Exhibition, but also, following the precedent of the Exhibitions 
of 1851 and 1862, have become guarantors to a large amount, and have thereby 
enabled us to carry out our undertaking. Finally, Sir, permit us to make our 
grateful acknowledgments to yourself and to your Royal brother the Duke of 
Edinburgh for the unwearied interest which your Royal Highnesses have taken 


_in our work; and we desire to offer our especial thanks for the very powerful 


and effectual support which your Royal Highness has, from the first, been 
pleased to give to an undertaking which, we trust, may not only promote the 
interests of fisheries, of fishermen, and of fish-consumers, but may also confer a 
lasting benefit on the seafaring population all over the world. 


The voice of the Prince of Wales was heard clear and distinct in 
reading the following reply :— 


My Lord Duke, my Lords, Ladies, and Gentlemen,—It gives me great 
pleasure to open this International Fisheries Exhibition on behalf of the Queen, 
although I feel assured that itis a matter of sincere regret to all present that 
her Majesty finds herself unable to undertake a duty which it would have 
afforded her much gratification to have performed. In view of the rapid increase 


of the population in all civilised countries, and especially in these sea-girt king- _ 


doms, a profound interest attaches to every industry which affects the supply of 
food ; and in this respect the harvest of the sea is hardly less important than 
that of the land. (Cheers.) I share your hope that the Exhibition now 
about to open may afford the means of enabling practical fishermen to acquaint 
themselves with the latest improvements which have been made in their craft in 
all parts of the world, so that without needless destruction or avoidable waste 


of any kind, mankind may derive the fullest possible advantage from the bounty ~ 


of the waters. Iam glad to hear that your attention has been directed to the 
condition of the fishing population. It is a subject in which my brother, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, was led to take a particular interest during his tenure of 
office as Admiral Superintendent of the Naval Reserves, and as he is com- 
pelled to be absent during the sittings of the Congress to which you allude, I 
shall have the pleasure of reading a paper on this topic, which he has prepared, 
at its first meeting. Lifeboats and life-saving apparatus yndoubtedly fall 


= | 
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_ entrance to witness the arrival of the guests. 
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strictly within the province of a fishery exhibition, but I may congratulate you 
onthe circumstance that, without overstepping your proper limits, you have 
been able to confer a benefit not only on all fishermen and all sailors by pro- 
fession, but also on all who travel by sea; and in these days of rapid and exten- 
sive locomotion, this means a large proportion of civilised mankind. On behalf 
of the Queen I add my thenks to those which you tender to the Governments 
of foreign natioas and of our Colonies for their generous co-operation, and to 
their representatives, whose untiring exertions you so justly acknowledge. I 
offer not only thanks, but an English welcome. 


Loud cheers followed the speech, and then the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury read a special prayer, which was also heard far down the long 
gallery. The choir sang the Old Hundredth Psalm, and the Prince 
of Wales, advancing to the front of the dais, said, ‘‘In the name of 
the Queen I now declare this Exhibition open.” The flourish blown 
by the State trumpeters rose shrill above the general applause, and 
drowned the Royal salute which was fired in Hyde Park. Two fine 
pieces of music finely rendered were sung by the choir, the Royal 
personages on the dais standing. 

The procession was re-formed, and the return was through the 
Courts of Norway and Sweden, and the lifeboat department. In the 
foreign Courts the fisher-girls were arranged in groups. The fan- 
shaped caps of the Boalogne fishwives, the conical headdresses of the 
Flemish, the shrimping-nets of the Dutch, were in admirable keeping 
with the surroundings of their respective Courts. As the Prince and 
Princess of Wales passed through on the return to the entrance hall, 
the Belgian women scattered rose-leaves upon the scarlet pathway 
trodden by Royal feet, curtseying low as they dipped their hands into 
the little baskets of leaves suspended around their necks. One of 
their number also presented a magnificent bouquet of lilies of the 
valley to the Princess of Wales. This was sent expressly from the 
Town Council of Ghent, and had been despatched by the mail on 
Friday night. The gift was generously accepted, and the givers 
thanked by the Princess, The Royal party were loudly cheered on 
leaving the building. The entire ceremony had lasted little over an 
hour, 

The company, now at liberty to roam, dispersed over the building. 
Itis impossible to guess the number of thousands present at this suc- 
eessful opening ceremony, but every part of the Exhibition seemed 
for an hour or two to be crowded. 

The fishwives who took part in the proceedings of Saturday were 
received at Marlborough House on Sunday afternoon, and have since, 
as well as the fishermen, been to Windsor. It may De premised that 
the collecting of these women has not been effected without consider- 
able trouble. Mr. J. Somers Vine, who is the official agent of the 
Exhibition outside of South Kensington, made several visits to the 
Continent before the business could be fairly concluded. 


BANQUET AT FISHMONGERS?’ HALL. 


In the evening a grand banquet, in celebration of the opening of the exhibi: 
was given at i#ishmongers’ Hall. A considerable crowd assembled around the 
In the vestibule of the hall the 
Royal Artillery band was stationed, who, when the Princes arrived, played the 
National Anthem, The guests included their Royal Highnesses the Prince of 
Wales, the Duke of Edinburgh, the Duke of Connaught, the Duke of Albany, 
the Duke of Cambridge, the Duke of Teck, Prince Edward of Saxe- Weimar, 
the Lord Mayor, the Marquis of Exeter, the Marquis of Hamilton, the Earl 
of Rosebery, the Earl of Cork and Orrery, the Earl of Ducie, Viscount Powers- 
court, Lord Lovat, Lord Greville, Count Miinster, the German Ambassador; 
Count C. M. de Bylandt, the Minister for the Netherlands ; Mr. James Russell 
Lowell, Minister for the United States; the Marquis de Casa Laiglesia, 
Minister for Spain; Don Marcial Martinez, Minister for Chili; the Commis- 
sioners for the United States, China, Belgium, Newfoundland, Sweden, Holland, 
Norway, New South Wales, New Zealand, Canada, Austria-Hungary; Mr. E. 
Birkbeck, M.P., chairman, and other members of the Executive Committee ; 
the Lord Mayor of York, the Lord Provost of Edinburgh, the Governor of the 
Bank of England, the Knight of Kerry, Professor Huxley, Inspector of 
Fisheries; Mr. T. E. Brady, Inspector of Irish Fisheries ; Dr. E. N. Rahusen, 
President of the Dutch Fisheries Board; Mr. Francis Francis, Mr. R. B. 
Marston, Mr. A. Jardine, Mr. T. R. Sachs, Mr. T. J. Manv, Mr. W. O. 
Chambers, and many others, the guests numbering altogether 174. Mr. John 
Hampden, the Prime Warden, presided. After the banquet, which was served 
by Messrs. Ring and Brymer, 


_ _ The Chairman said—My first duty this evening is to propose a toast which is 


always honoured in the City of London, and nowhere more than in this hall, 
“The Health of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen.” 

The toast having been drunk with cheers, 

The Chairman said—I have now the honour to propose ‘The Health of 
their Royal Highnesses the Prince ard Princess of Wales, and the other 
members of the Royal Family.’’ The Prince of Wales, as we all know, re- 
presented her Majesty at the opening of the Exhibition in honour of which we 
are specially assembled to-day. It was a great disappointment to us all when 
we found that her Majesty, who had graciously consented to open the Exhibi- 


_ tion, was unable to come ; but we are very glad to hear that her Majesty’s place 


was so well filled by the Prince of Wales. It is a special honour to this com- 
pany to have for their guests this evening four members of the Royal Family. 
I believe it is almost unprecedented in the history of the City of London that 
so many members of the Royal Family should honour one of the guilds of tie 
City by their presence in one of their halls. In this hall we specially welcome 
three of their Royal Highnesses—the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
and the Duke of Connaught—who are members of the Fishmongers’ Com- 
pany. (Cheers.) 
The toast was drunk with enthusiasm. 
The Prince of Wales, who was loudly cheered, said—Mr. Prime Warden, 
ae Royal Highnesses, my lords, and gentlemen, for the very kind way in 
hich this toa-t has been proposed by the Prime Warden and received by you 
all I beg to tender you my warmest thanks. The Prime Warden has alluded to 
the opening of the International Fisheries Exhibition this day, and I fully 
endorse the words which fell from him as to the great regret, not only of all 
the members of my own family, but as well, I am sure, of those who‘are present 
here, and the public generally, that the Queen was unable to open the Exhibi- 
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tion in person. (Cheers.) All I can say is I know that it was her Majesty’s 
most earnest- wish to have done so, and had it not been for the unavoidable 
cause, with which you are acquainted, she would most certainly have been 
present amongst you to-day. (Cheers.) Iam grateful for the kind allusion to 
my name by the Prime Warden, and I beg to assure him that I feel very glad 
to be once more present in this hall as a member of the Fishmongers’ Company, 
more especially when I consider the reason of the entertainment to-night. 
(Hear.) Itis now upwards of twenty years since I became a member of this 
ancient company, and J can assure you I have always felt it botha pnvilege and 
a pleasure te belong fo so celebrated a guild. (Cheers.) I thank you once 
more for the kind way in which you have drunk the toast, and in the name of 
the Princess and the members of the Royal Family I return you my warmest 
thanks. (Cheers.) ; 

The Prime Warden next proposed ‘‘ The Navy, the Army, and the Reserve 
Forces,’’ coupled with the names of the Commander-in-Chief and the Admiral 
of the Fleet. 

The Duke of Cambridge, in responding, said—I feel rather like a fish out of 
water. (Laughter.) I have some difficulty in bringing to my mind any intimate 
connection between the army and the ceremony of to-day, but I am quite sure 
that the compliment by the Prime Warden was intended as a great compliment, 
and that it will be so received by the Army, which I have the honour to 
represent, and for which I have the greatest satisfaction in making this acknow- 
ledgment. In one respect I may say that I feel very much like a fish out of 
water, for the Prime Warden has alluded to several members of the Royal 
Family as belonging to this great guild, so that I am the only ons present who 
does not. (Laughter. 

Admiral Sir H. Keppel responded for the Navy. 

The Prince of Wales next rose, and said—-In obedience to the command of 
the Prime Warden, I have the honour and the pleasure to propose to you the 
following toast, that of ‘‘ Prosperity to the International Fisheries Exhibition.” 
(Cheers.) I confess I should have much preferred if this toast had been 
placed in other hands than mine, for this simple reason, that I have the honour 
to hold-the post of President of the Exhibition, and though I claim to be 
senior to the Prime Warden asa member of this company, yetas he is the 
Prime Warden, and as lam well aware that obedience is the first thing de- 
manded of every member of a guild, I feel highly flattered that he should ask 
me to propose this toast. (Cheers.) The fine Exhibition which has beep 
opened to-day is not the first Fishery Exhibition which has been held. I 
think I am not wrong in stating that in the year 1871 the first Fisheries Extibi- 
tion was held in Berlin, and the German Ambassador, who has done us the 
honour to come amongst us to-night, had much to do with its formation. In 
1880 another large Fishery Exhibition was held in Berlin with great success, 
and I only regret that on that occasion our own country was not as extensively 
represented as we should have liked. In the following year, 1881, I had the 
great pleasure of witnessing myself the first Fishery Exhibition IT have seen 
under the presidency of my friend, Mr. Birkbeck. That Exhibition took place 
at Norwich, and its success led to the idea of an Exhibition in 
London. I need not say that I entirely fell in with his view. TI felt that 
an Exhibition in comparatively so small a town as Norwich hav- 
ing proved so successful, that an. Exhibition in this vast city of 
5,000,0C0 inhabitants would prove highly serviceable to, and be highly appre- 
ciated, not only by the inhabitants of the metropolis, but of the whole of our 
vast empire. (Cheers.) In Edinburgh there was another Fishery Exhibition 
only last year, under the presidency of Lord Rosebery, whom Iam glad to see . 
here to-night. (Cheers.) As president of the present Exhibition, it would be 
difficult for me, on this occasion, to enter in‘o details or particulars, more espe- 
cially as I know you may expect to hear more on these point§ from one who 
knows vastly more about them. I mean the Chairman of our,Executive Com- 
mittee (Mr. Birkbeck), with whose name I have the great pleasure of coupling 
this toast. (Cheers.) Ican only say [sincerely hope this Exhibition will not 
be one merely to gratify idle curiosity, but that it will have great and beneficial 
results, In it willbe found not only everything relating to the fishing trade 
and fish culture, but everything of that nature from all parts of the world, in- 
cluding our own colonies. What I regard as a most important feature is. the 
presence of models of all known fishing craft—in many cases we have the actual 
boats themselves—and everything that can possibly be conceived for saving 
life. (Cheers.) It is notnecessary to remind you of the frequent recurrence 
of the storms which rage round our coast, of the difficulties and dangers our 
fishermen have to encounter, or to insist on the importance of stimulating and 
multiplying every possible scientific invention that can tend to diminish 
the dangers to which those fine fellows are daily and _ nightly 
exposed, so that the sacrifice of their lives may be as little as possible. (Cheers ) 
T am glad to think that our colonies are so well represented at this Exhibition, 
and especially, I may say, Canada. (Cheers.) That, I know, is in a great 
measure owing to the efforts of my friend—my old friend, if I may so call hin— 
Sir Alexander Galt. To his great energy and to the help he has given in 
making known our design is due that Canada is represented by the admirable 
exhibits which his countrymen have sent. (Cheers.). It is deeply to be deplored 
that one of our colonies suffered a very severe loss just before their exhibits 
were started. I allude to New Soath Wales, where one half of what was 
intended to be forwarded was unfortunately destroyed by fire. All nations have 
most cordially come forward to assist at this great International Exhibition, 
and I may specially mention, as deserving of credit, the contributions of Norway, 
Sweden, the United States, and Canada. Other countries are represented, 


but as their exhibits arrived late, I have had no_ personal 
opportunity of being able to take even a cursory glance at 
them so as to be able to judge how they rank in merit. T 


sincerely hope, as I said before, that this Exhibition will not only be one of 
great interest and pleasure, but that it will on scientific grounds prove very 
useful, As Istated in the answer to the address on Monday, there will be 
meetingsnext month, whenI hope the subject willbe fully discussed, with regard 
to the fishing trade, fish culture, and with matters tending to the improvement 
of our fishing boats, and of all kinds of life-saving apparatus. (Cheers.) 
Before concluding the few remarks I have addressed to you this evening, I wish 
to say that I have been authorised by the Prime Warden tod announce, what I 
have great pleasure in stating, that the honorary freedom of this Company will 
be conferred on Mr. Birkbeck. (Cheers.) All connected with the Exhibition 
will, I am sure, heartily rejoice at that honour being paid, for if the Exaibition 
proves successful, which I sincerely hope and trust it may, it will be mainly 
owing to the exertions of my friend, Mr. Birkbeck. (Cheers.) There is another 
name I cannot omit to mention—that of my friend, Lord Hamilton—and having 
done so, I will call upon you to drink with me ‘‘ Success to the Fisheries Exhi- 
bition” in a bumper toast. Ihave great pleasure in giving it in a glass of 
sherry, which I am assured is of the vintage of 1820. (Cheers and laughter.) 
The toast was drunk with cheers. 
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Mr. E. Birkbeck, M P., in acknowledging the toast, said—I thank your 
Royal Highness for the kind terms in which you have proposed this toast and 
the company for the way in which it has been received. Iam sure I may say 
on behalf of my colleagues, the members of the Executive Committee, it is 
highly satisfactory for us to know that your Royal Highness pronounces the 
Exhibition a success. I am convinced that the great masses of the people who 
will visit the Exhibition will also pronounce it a success, and I am equally 
convinced that when they come to see the Exhibition they will for the first 
time realise the vast importance of the fishing industry of the world. I can 
only say on behalf of the Executive Committee that we deeply regret the un- 
avoidable absence of her Majesty the Queen to-day. I may be allowed to 
mention that before I left the Exhibition this evening those 4oo splendid fisher- 
men asked me ifit was possible that they might be a'lowed to walk to Windsor 
and pass in procession before the Castle to show their loyalty to the Queen, 
(Cheers.) This Exhibition, as his Royal Highness has said, is no novelty, 


but, in my opinion, it will be the means of greatly increasing the supply of 


fish. I am sorry to say that I have had little time as yet to look at the ex- 
hibits, but I have seen enough to satisfy me that there are great inventions thet 
will facilitate the labours of fishermen. By the application of steam and by other 
appliances they will be able to fishin deeper water and to send their fish sooner 
to land, and I believe the result will be greatly beneficial to the great towns 
throughout the country. I am quite conyinced that the demand for fish will 
continue to increase from year to gear. One of the leading features of the 
Exhibition is the efforts of the Executive Committee to try to prove to the 
poorer classes that they have hitherto neglected a most excellent sort of food, 
namely, the cheaper descriptions of fish. Your Royal Highness alluded at the 
opening of the Exhibition to a paper which has been prepared by his Royal 


Highness the Duke of Edinburgh. That paper is one of the most important , 


documents that was ever placed before the public, and far more valuable than 
any amount of Blue Books. I am delighted with the very liberal spirit which 
has been displayed by the railway companies. They have brought up the 400 
fishermen free of charge, and they have told us that they are going to bring 
fish from every part of the United Kingdom at a reduced rate, and 


{ hope that this is only the forerunner of their pursuing 
a very different policy from that which they have hitherto 
pursued. Iam strongly of opinion that the Exhibition will be the greatest 


possible success in that way. .The hon. member then referred to some of those 
who had assisted in achieving this success, mentioning first his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, who, in 1851, consented to become the President of the 
Exhibition, ard who presided at a great meeting held at Willis’s Rooms in 
furtherance of the object. Her Majesty’s Government had done a great deal 
for them. Lord Carlingford and Mr. Mundella had rendered special service 
by allowing the assistance of the experienced staff of the South Kensington 
establishment. Earl Granville had likewise given them his assistance, and it 
was from the dispatches that he wrote from time to time from the Foreign 
Office that they had those magnificent displays from foreign countries that they 
were so glad to see, and which they hoped to get a benefit from. The India 
Office and the Colonial Office had also assisted them, and the Post Office had 
given them free postage, and when he had said that in one day they had eleven 
sacks of letters delivered at their office, they would see what an advantage that 
had been to them. In the case of the 1851 and 1862 Exhibitions the fund for 
the building was raised by guarantees. “They had done the same and had also 
had grants in aid from public bodies. The Corporation of London gave them 
no less than £1,000. But their special thanks were due to the Fishmongers’ 
Company, who from first to last had given them the warmest support. They 
guaranteed the largest sum, and they also gave a most liberal donation. No 
fess than three Prime Wardens had been concerned with this Fisheries Exhi- 
bition, and he théught he was not wrong in saying that when their present 
Prime Warden vacated his office, Sir Thomas Dakin, who would succeed him, 
would also take g eat interest in the Exhibition. Their gratitude was also due 
to the members of the Local Committee, and as regarded the Executive Com- 
mittee, no one knew better than himself how heartily they had worked to pro- 
mote the success of the Exhibition. He trusted that their labours would not 
be in vain, and that the Exhibition would be a lasting benefit to the nation at 
large. (Cheers.) 

The Duke of Connaught, who was warmly received, then rose and said ;— 
At the request of the Prime Warden, Irise to propose a toast which is ever 
received in the City of London with the greatest cordiality, namely, ‘‘ The 
Health of the Lord Mayor, the Sheriffs, and the Corporation of the City of 
London.’’ (Hear, hear.) The position the Lord Mayor fills is one which 
involves a great deal of responsibility, and not the least of his responsibilities 
is having to worthily follow in the footsteps of the long list of distinguished men 
who have preceded him. The present Lord Mayor has not yet had conferred 
on him any of those very difficult and important tasks which have fallen to the 
lot of some of his predecessors, but he has taken a deep interest in all the great 
institutions connected with the City of London, and as regards the Fisheries 
Exhibition, he rendered valuable aid in increasing the guarantee fund. (Hear, 
hear.) It may not be known to all here that no less than four gentlemen who 
haye held the office of Lord Mayor are at present members of the Fishmongers’ 
Company. Under these circumstances I feel that it requires but few words 
from me to recommend this toast for your acceptance. We are glad to see the 
Lord Mayor amongst us this evening, and we welcome him not only for him- 
self, but because he is the representative of the great interests of this ancient 
city. Ibeg to give ‘‘ The Health of the Lord Mayor and the Corporation of the 
City of London,’’? (Cheers.) 

The toast having been duly honoured, 

The Lord Mayor briefly responded, taking credit to the Corporation for having 
spent three millions within the last thirty years on metropolitan markets, and 
for having recently opened a newinland fish market that, with cheaper railway 
fish rates, could not fail to confer great benefit on the metropolitan community 
by disseminating a much-neglected article of wholesome food. (Cheers.) 

The Duke of Edinburgh next rose and said—Agreeing with the Prince of 
Wales, that the most important duty of a member of this guild is to obey 
orders, I bow to the wishes of the Prime Warden in proposing the next’ toast, 
that of the Foreign Ambassadors and the repre:entatives of foreign countries at 
the Great International Fisheries Exhibition. I obey with the greatest pleasure 
the duty which has been imposed upon me. Having learned obedience during 
my service in the navy, Ihave had the greatest possible pleasure, though not 
actually belonging to the Executive Committee, in placing my poor services at 
the disposal of Mr. Birkbeck, and I hope that in some measure I may have 
been able to assist him and the committee. (Hear, hear.) During that time I 
have been able to go over every part of the Exhibition, and I have had the ad- 


vantage of seeing the progress which other countries than our 
own have made with their exhibits, and I must offer them my 
hearty congratulations in regard to the forward condition in which most 
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of those exhibitsare. (Cheers.) It would be difficu't to draw an exact com- 
parison, but one fact is undoubted, that the exhibits from China, a country the 
furthest off, were earliest on the ground—(cheers)—and most assuredly they will — 
not prove the least interesting. As regards exhibitions of this character, no 
doubt, as the Prince of Wales has told you, Germany has taken the lead, forit 
was there they were first started. I regret, therefore, that it has not been found 
possible for the German Government, owing to the pressure of a number of — 
other exhibitions which they have now going on, to be more largely represented — 
on this occasion. I believe the Exhibition will not only be of the greatest ser- 
vice to this country, but to all other countries that are concernedin it. In each 
country there is something special, something interesting, something new, — 
which cannot fail to bring benefit toallthe others. I should detain you too 
long were Ito enum-trate all that has struck me, but I cannot refrain from 
mentioning the wonderful exhibition of nets in the Dutch, Norwegian, and ~ 
Swedish courts, and their interesting models of stranding nets, of fishing boats, 
and of the different means of catching fish. The exhibits, too, of the United — 
States cannot fail to excite the greatest interest, especially with regard to the — 
pains they have taken in pisciculture, not onty of freshwater but of sea-fish. 1 
I think the hints we may get from them will be of the greatest ¢ 
value tous, In regard to fresh-water fish, their neighbours the Canadians are 
equal and even claim almost superiority, and their good exampls will not only 
benefit this country, but be a general international benefit. (Cheers.) We 
shall find that in some European countries fresh waterfish have apredominance 
that we do not comprehend. Take Russia, for instance, though unfortunately _ 
her exhibits are not here at present, on account of navigation in that country 
having but so very recently opened. I do not know what those exhibits are, but _ 
when the come they will, I hope, show a great many of those almostin- 
numerable freshwater fish that they possess, and which, Ido not doubt, 
might be acclimatised in other countries, and be of great use to ourown inland ~ 
waters. Of our own exhibits of freshwater fish, 90 per cent. seem to meto be 
pike, then come trout, salmon, barbel, perch, chub, and carp; but in Russia 
they have more than twenty times the number we possess of excellent edible 
fish in their freshwaters, all of which are unknown tous, You will find, too, in 
the Exhibition an enormous fish, six feet in length, which comes from Austria, 
where they most ingeniously combine pisciculture with agricultur. They have 
ponds, which are used to breed fish for a series of years, which produce an — 
enormous harvestoffish. Thenthe wateris drawn off, the bottom is driedand sown 
with oats or some similar crop. This grows luxuriantly, and when harvested the 
land, thus sweetened by exposure to the air, is again flooded and restocked with. — 
fish Now, it is such points as these I think may prove very useful to this country— 
(hear, hear)—while there are many other points to which I could not do justice 
from my own ignorance, Mr, Birkbeck has told you that the-Prince of Wales — 
has kindly undertaken to read a paper for me in my unavoidable absence, which _ 
I have taken considerable trouble to prepare on the subje2t of the fisheries 
and the fishing population of this kingdom. It is derived entirely from my own 
personal experience, and the information which I gained dumng the period of 
my command of the Royal Naval reserve. In this paper I endeavour to show 
the condition of our fishing population, and also to give a slight account of the 
fisheries of the United Kingdom as they exist. I admit having taken a- special 
line and bias—one which I think will be welcomed by you—and that is, the 
safety and welfare of the men employed in fishing. (Cheers.) I will touch no 
further on that, except to thank my brother for the kindness in undertaking to — 
read the paper during my absence from this country—(cheers)—and I willnow 
ask you to join with me in drinking the toast of ‘* The Foreign Ambassadorsand 
the Representatives of Foreign Countries at the great Fisheries Exhibition,’ 
coupled with the names of Count- Munster and the American Minister. — 
(Cheers). ’ 
Count Munster, in responding to the toast, said he could assure them that : 
Ambassadors and representatives of foreign countries considered it a great 
honour to be present on this occasion, and to receive the hospitality for which 
this country was so distinguished. The fish trade had increased greatly of late 
years, and with the enormous increase of population it Was natural that great 
interest should be felt in it in all countries. In Germany in former years little 
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attention was paid to it, but, as.they had heard, the Exhibition in Berlin was a 
great success. He knew of no country and no place in the world more fit for 
an Exhibidon of this character than this, He felt quite sure that many of his 
countrymen would derive profit from this Exhibition. e ; if 
Mr, Jamies Russell Lowell, the American Minister, who also responded, said 
he had always been jealous of the exercise, the undue exercise, of arbitrary - 
power, and he must confess that he knew of no exercise of arbitrary powermore 
cruel to its victim than that which brought him to his feet when he was at a loss ; 
what to say. He was in that position, but he could not help thinking there was 
a sort of retributive justice in it ; for it happened to him several years ago, as 
president at the annual festival of the University of which he was a member, the 
malign satisfaction with which he used to rise and to say that they were honoured a 


with the presence of a very dist inguished gentleman—(laughter)—and then he 
paused and saw a shudder pass through the assembly, every one of course 
imagining himself to be the distinguished gentleman meant, the average of dis- 
tinguised gentleman in America being very high. (Renewed laughter.) They 
had never heard of a fish speaking, it was true. There was a tradition of St. 
Anthony at Padua preaching to the fishes, but now the fishes had been brought 
to preach to us and toinstruct us. If he could only make the speech which 
was sure to come to his mind as he was going down the stairs when they were 
all going away, he should have a deal to say to them; but as it was, he thanked 
his Royal Highness for the kindness with which he had proposed the © 
health of the representatives of foreign countries, The kindness he met — 
with in this country convinced him that he represented less a foreign country — 
than most of the Ministers for Foreign States there, and that he rather repre-_ 
sented the eldest daughter of England. (Cheers.) He believed that séme of 
the exhibits sent from his country would not be found inferior in interest to 
those in other departments. He held in his hand arod, one of the exhibits from 
America, weighing only four ounces and a half, warranted to land a 
fish weighing five pounds. He was not a_ great fisher, but he had 
exceedingly pathetic associations with the American rod. (Laughter.) He once 
bought one which cost him 18 dollars, and he took it to a river and had his east, 
and at last succeeded in hooking a silver trout, and brought it home in triumph, 
when he was told. that he had caught the most valuable fish in the world, 
as, seeing that it measured about six inches, it had cost him three dollars an 
inch. (Laughter.) y e.! 
The Duke of Albany rose and said—I have now the honour to propose one — 
of the most important toasts which have been presented to you this evening; 
and I only regret it has not been placed in hands more fitted to do it justice 
than Ican. In giving you ‘‘ The health of the Prime Warden of the Fish- ; 
mongers’ Company,’’ I feel that Iam asking you to do honour to the personal 
embodiment of the magnificent undertaking which has been inaugurated this . 
fe 
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-enough, in good sooth, from other parts at present massed in the 
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day, and’ which cannot but shed lustre on the ancient Company of Fishmongers 
and upon ourrecognised head. I invite you to show by your cordial acceptance 
ofthe toast our warm appreciatonof thesplendid hospitality which hasbeen accorded 
to us this evening. (Cheers.) The Prime Warden has received us according to the 
traditions for which these ancient City Companies are so justly famous, and 
through which, as well as through the liberality with which they have always 
helped to torward every cause that had for its object the welfare of this country, 
they have justly earned the respect of the British nation. (Cheers.) The 
evening is growing late, and you nave listened to many speeches, so I will not 
trouble you with any more words of mine, further than to ask you to join 
with me in drinking most heartily the health of our host of this evening. 
Cheers.) 

The toast was drunk with acclamation. 

The Prime Warden, in acknowledging} the compliment, said one of the 
greatest advantages which these ancient guilds possessed was that on every 
occasion of this kind they opened their halls to such% distinguished company as 
they saw there that evening. They were delighted to see their Royal High- 
nesses and so many distinguished gentlemen who were interested in the Exhi- 
bition, and representatives of so many foreign countries who had so kindly 
favoured with their presence. 

The company then separated. 


THE SEA FISHERIES DEPARTMENT. 


The dimensions of the Exhibition coming under the classifica- 
tion of “Sea Fishing” are so vast, that in the present notice but 
little other than general remarks will be practicable ; but we pur- 
pose in future issues to criticise all the exhibits of importance in 
respect to their originality, merit, and utility, as the case might be. 
The Fisuina GAZETTE willthus, by the close of the Exhibition, 
assume the shape of an extended catalogue of everything apply- 
ing to sea fishing, and be invaluable for the purpose of reference. 
It is a matter of congratulation that the character of the exhibits 
has not been allowed to travel wide of subjects pertaining to fish 
and fishing, or an indiscriminate crowding out would have re- 
sulted, despite the stupendous amount ofspace provided. Yet it 
is needless to state that it will be some time before all the courts 
will be filled and completed, and a careful study and comparison 
of the different countries’ exhibits be possible. Russia and France 
have yet to fill up—a mere temporary shortcoming ; but there is 


great southern court to bewilder, gratify, and astound the most 
mveterate sightseer in many days’ travelling over, and it would not 
be arisky business to prophecy that a further lease of time for 
keeping the Exhibition open beyond the projected six months 
may later on be deemed politic. 

Apart from the commercial aspect of the undertaking, as well 
as its international character, there is no reason to doubt but that 
the primary object aimed at—of developing the fisheries of the 
United Kingdom—will be kept unswervingly in view, and prob- 
ably the day is within measurable distance when the beneficial 
results of the Exhibition will be felt by consumers of all classes 
in the three countries, and the harvest of the sea will be gathered 
with a minimum amount of destruction to the source of supply, a 
diminution of risk and discomfort to fishermen, and the appliances 
used in the prosecution of the work be so improved in character 
asto materially lighten the toil. It has been frequently asserted 
that the supply of fish is practically inexhaustible ; yet there are 
North Sea men who now sail 300 miles away from Hull and 
Grimsby 'to their work, who in their youth went but a few leagues 
away from home to prosecute their calling, and with steam-fishing 
craft daily increasing in number, and the growing demand for 
fish, it isno doubt desirable that a legal fixed distance from the 
shore beyond which trawling may be conducted should be decided 
on. Itis computed that nine-tenths of the supply is trawled fish. 
Some grounds are undoubtedly overworked ; and, again, there are 
teeming localities which are very sparingly laid under contribution, 
and it is in developing the industry under such circumstances that 
the work of the Exhibition will partake of a national and lasting 
character. ‘The condition of the fisheries on the stormy west 
coast of Ireland commanded the attention of the Duke 
of Edinburgh while doing duty in the locality, and will no doubt 
be dealt with in his paper. Oyster culture has been tried in the 
neighbourhood of Clew Bay and other places by enterprising 
people; and Major Scott, who had the American-built yacht 
Charter Oak on the Irish coast for some time, thought such a 
speculation might be made profitable. The question of harbours 
of refuge here comes in, as the western coast of Ireland is exposed 
to the whole drift of the Atlantic, and the places of shelter are 
very scattered ; but where harbour accommodation is urgently 
needed for the protection of fishermen is unquestionably the east 
coast of England, from Orfordness to Duncansby Head. A south- 
east gale in the English Channel means a stern sea-fight for all 
the toilers who may be unlucky enough to be caught between 
Dover and Penzance. The offing at which work is here pursued is 
not, however, very great, and it is generally a case of ‘‘up stick” 
before the blast comes down with full weight. A North Sea gale 
is another thing, however; and then how seldom it is when the 
tale of the “‘ blow”’ has been told that sorrow ig not found to have 
lighted on some fisher-folk. 








The subject of harbours of refuge and the importance of 
stimulating and multiplying every possible invention that can 
tend to diminish the dangers to which fishermen are ex- 
posed is promised the fullest consideration during the next six 


-months; and the Prince of Wales- struck the key-note in telling 


measure on the opening day. It is a matter affecting one field of 
human industry—but that field of paramount importance in regard 
to a great source of the food supply ; and it is computed that the 
fisheries of Great Britain employ about 110,000 men and boys 
and 35,000 boats. The exhibitions at Edinburgh, Norwich, and 
Tynemouth were tolerably replete in appliances used in all 
branches of our coast and deep-sea fishing, but at South Kensing- 
ton one is enabled to contemplate the equipments of all nations. 
The forms, different styles, rigs, and outfits of boats employed at 
home and abroad is a study in itself, and one of the most inte- 
resting features to those learned in the lore of the deep. The 
staunch little oak-built craft which hail from Mount’s Bay, St. Ives, 
and other places in Cornwall, and go fearlessly and safely through 
the boiling tidal sea off the Land’s End and away to working grounds 
in the neighbourhood of the Wolf, are suited to the locality, al- 
though, be it said, one of the type once on a time voyaged out 
from Penzance to Australia; still, they would not bejudged the thing 
for North Sea work. The fine smacks which rendezvous at Ply- 
mouth and Brixham every Saturday night, and, as a rule, sail 
away in company on Mondays, are perfect specimens of channel 
trawlers; but they would be out of place in the Wallet. The 
Itchen ferryman thinks there are no better boats of the class than 
the fast and handy little Solent boats: they use them for fish and 
shrimp trawling, drift netting, or lining, but possibly they would 
not be in such favour out of the district ; in fact, such is the case 
with the many forms and descriptions of boats which are identi- 
fied with the different fishing stations of our coast. The Graves- 
end bawly boats and the Whitstable smacks are well suited for the 
work they are employed in, and although the Colchester fleet are 
not large craft, they manage to work the ground along the Gun- 
fleet and battle out the worst of weather. Unhappily, however, 
misfortune befel some of their number this winter. Dover boasts 
of many fine smacks and wonderful luggers, and from Ramsgate 
some grand specimens of vessel sail away for the Doggerbank. 
Lowestoft, Yarmouth, Hull, Grimsby, Filey, and Scarborough 
have a mixed collection of craft, but, as a rule, admirably fitted 
for the work required of them ; while the cobles in use further 
north are really wonderful fabrics of boat kind. The sad loss 
which befel the Eymouth fleet three winters ago revealed the 
fact that the adopted rig of the locality was not the best suited 
for safety that it was possible to devise, and good came out of 
the Edinburgh Fisheries Exhibition in this instance. The large 
type of Scotch lugger is'a noteworthy specimen of fishing craft, 
and when sailing along the wind in a hard breeze would have the 
ability to get up as high a head of speed as did Lord Willoughby 
Dr. Eresby’s famous Jugger-yacht Mew Joon, in a racing trial 
some years ago. From Cape Wraith down the west coast of 
Scotland there is a wealth of boats, and Cambletown, famous for 
fish and whiskey, often holds a fleet almost ona par with Grimsby 
in point of numbers. The Welsh and Bristol Channel contingent 
form a heterogeneous collection, but they do not hold a leading 
position in the industry. The prolific banks down the eastern 
coast of Ireland are not overworked, yet there is often an im- 
posing show of fine boats on view in the upper part of Kingstown 
harbour. Of late years the fisher fleets have, asa rule, improved 
in model and rig round the length and breadth of our coasts ; 
but still, there are districts where hookers with hulls like seives, 
and the most rotten of gear, are in daily use, and it is in these 
places that the helping hand is needed. Half a century ago the 
Newfoundland fish trade was a very important business ; it was 
carried on almost exclusively at Poole, and a number of pictur- 
esque old arks then hailed from the port, their occapation being 
to bring the cod home, and, as a rule, carry salt back, ‘‘ The 
Quay” being a very Smithfield for ‘‘ Poole beef.” The trade 
long ago, however, filtered into divers channels, and the Dorset 
port has drifted into insignificance. The most precarious busi- 
ness in connection with fishing is unquestionably sealing and 
whaling. Early in the century there were no fewer than 91 Eng- 
lish ships and 40 Scotch ships engaged in the industry, while in 
1830 there were only 90 all told. -Hull was then the English 
whaling port, and Aberdeen of the Scotch fleet. The risk of 
getting a return for the capital invested was so great that with the 
introduction of steam Hull dropped out of the competition, and . 
Dundée and Peterhead now monopolise the trade. The Dundee 
ships work the coasts of Labrador and Davis Straits, almost as 
high as Smith’s Sound, while the Peterhead ships try their 
fortunes at Greenland. Indomitable pluck and perseverance must 
be possessed by those who chase the ‘right whale” of Greenland 
for profit, and the Scotch crews have the credit of being the most 
skilful of all who engage in the Arctic seal and whale fisheries. 
Steam is now general, and in other respects the ships carry im- 
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proved and far more expensive and elaborate working gear than 
the “cruise whalers” of old, as a comparison of the gear shown 
at the Exhibition will demonstrate. A most important division 
of the show is that embracing “gear of every description and of 
all nations used in trawl, herring, long-line, hand-line, and every 
other mode or system of fishing, including all nets, lines, hooks, 
harpoons, tackle, &c., employed in the same.” It is needless to 
state that nets ofall sorts form a very complete set of exhibits, and 
a novelty in this way isa net of silk of the description used for 
stobart or sprat fishing ; there are numberless specimens of seines, 
drift nets, trammels, stranding nets, tuck nets, trawls of divers 
meshes for fish and shrimp, stop nets, drag nets, set nets, clap 
nets, cast nets, and a variety of other kinds, all of admirable 
quality and workmanship. The jacket net, now getting pretty 
generally in fashion in the prosecution of herring fishing in the 
north, deserves attention. Its use is to be thrown overboard 
while the vessel is going throughthe water, and about 200 yards 
of the net payed out. A thermometer is attached, which is con- 
sulted when it is found that fish are about and “ striking,’ and 
then the temperature is noted. It is known that the temperature 
of the water and the state of the weather exercise an important 
influence on all kinds of fish, and it is claimed forthe jacket net 
that much useless labour would be saved in setting nets when the 
herring are not ina humour to be meshed if it be judiciously 
used, and the state of the sea and the weather carefully noted for 
future guidance when the best of business is done. The otter 
trawl isan instrument in respect to the merits of which much has 
been said for and against ; it can be used of much greater size at 
the mouth than the beam trawl, but it is very generally voted 
difficult to manage. In its favour it is said that it fishes auto- 
matically, or according to the speed it is towed over the ground, 
the boards at the mouth, which are used instead of a beam, 
describing different angles with the varying speed, and thus 
keeping up the tension and the net on the bottom. Professional 
fishermen have not taken kindly to it, and complain of its scamp- 
ing the work by continually mounting off the ground, but perhaps 
a little intelligent humouring would obviate sucha fault. Many 
amateurs work it with success in the west country, and in course 
of time fishermen will perhaps get educated up to it. A beam 
trawl with wheels added to the irons may possibly work well on 
some ground, but the system is worth being tried, as it should 
tow lighter and save wear and tear of sails and gear accordingly. 
Your fisherman never looks with a kindly eye on any “new 
fangled” contrivance ; but the Exhibition is certain to have the 
effect of enlarging the ideas even of people possessing set pre- 
judices, and the delegates sent up to the ‘great show will no doubt 
be regarded as oracles when they rejoin their comrades on their 
own hunting grounds. The exhibits of lines and hooks embraces 
every description, from deep sea to whiffing, and many novelties 
are shown in respect to rig of hand-lines. Harpoons (gun and 
hand), lances, Knives, and all the paraphernalia of a whaler can 
be studied, and the variety of tackle employed in every mode of 
fishing. Thereis a number of oyster dredges shown, admitting of 
comparison between those used in the far north and in the 
English Channel. There are those with galvanised ring bottoms 
for rough ground, and used in the ‘‘five finger” work by the 
Colchester fisherman, and ordinary specimen of net As arule, 
they are not so unwieldy and heavy as twenty years ago, but 
would, perhaps, generally admit of improvement. Crab, lobster, 
prawn, eel and conger pots and traps are shown in wire, wicker, 
and net, with improved buoy lines and other contrivances. It is 
false economy to use any but the best rope and canvas, and the 
hemp and flax manufactures from both north and south come in 
for as critical examination from fishermen as a show of bonnets 
would from a bevy of fashionable dames. Nautical instruments 
are largely exhibited, and many new systems of signalling are 
shown. In respect to night and steering signals, it is question- 
able if it would ever be politic to apply any universal code which 
may be adopted to fishing-boats. Shipmasters complain that at 
the present time the signals used by fishermen are not distin- 
guishable from those used by pilot boats, and any change would 
have to be well considered. The suggestions in this direction are 
legion, and many of the exhibits are ingenious, if complicated. 
In regard to luminous paint, its uses at the present time 
are many, and possibly it may yet be applied for signalling 
purposes amongst fishermen. The recent inquirles on the 
east coast have thrown a great deal of light on the economic 
condition of fishermen, and will be of great assistance in the 
coming ‘conferences bearing on this important subject. . Some 
astounding revelations will be made in the course of the 
Exhibition with reference to the value of fish offal, isinglass, oil, 
glue, guano, leather, and gelatine being produced from the bones, 
flesh, skins, and heads of fish. Cod and ling skins especially seem 


capable of yielding a variety of products, and afterwards being’ 


utilised in making guano. A new branch industry is likely to be 


opened up in this direction, and, perhaps, lead to further develop- — 
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The models of the fish-curing establishments exhibited ; 
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ment. 
are numerous, and the methods adopted in the preparation, pre- 
servation, &c., are particularly interesting. The railway com- 
panies, which are the greatest carriers, have acted in the most 
liberal manner in facilitating the conveyance of exhibits, and have 
expressed a willingness to do all in their power to expedite the 
transit of fish and to teduce the rates of carriage. Amongst the 
nondescript exhibits is the identical boat which was instrumental 


é 


in making Grace Darling’s name historical, the boat in which Mr, 


Leigh Smith and his brother explorers made their 40 days’ journey 
through about 800 miles of pack-ice, from Franz Josef Land to 
the coast of Nova Zembra, and one of the ship’s boats of the Hope, 
which vessel went out in the Leigh Smith Relief Expedition. It 
is surprising that, during a time of such extraordinary pressure on 


the untried resources of the Exhibition, so little fault could .be ~ 


found with the fish supply. From a commercial point of view, 
the market has been a success, and has unquestionably had an 
effect of making prices rule lower among the aristocratic West- 
end vendors. Prime salmon at 1s. 6d., cod at 4d. to 6d., and 


‘whiting at 13d. perlb. is a comeatable figure, and it is to be 


hoped that such a state of things will not be a mere evanescent 
burst. The popularity of the fish dinners was made painfully 
evident at the outset; but when things get thoroughly into groove, 
there is no reason to suppose that any aspirant for ‘ sixpenny- 
worth ”’ will be sent empty away. 

The machinery exhibits are not yet in smooth working order, 


~ 


and many other things are far from being complete; but it cannot — 


but be wondered at that such a gigantic collection as comes under 
the head of ‘“‘ sea-fishing”’ should be so slightly out of gear. 

In our next we shall commence a review of the individual 
exhibits, and touch on many subjects which could not be com- 


‘ 


pressed into one short notice. : 





THE INTERESTS OF , ANGLERS. 


HUSH IN THE TEES. 


Mr. GEORGE WEBSTER and Mr. T. M. Barrom waited upon the Tees 
Salmon Fishery Board, as a deputation on behalf of the Tees Anglers’ 
Association, which was formed last year, with a view to promoting 
the interests of the rod licensees in connection with the river Tees, 
for the purpose of laying before the Board proposals of a remedial 
character in reference to the preservation of fish in the Tees. 

Mr. Webster, in explaining the origin and objects of the associa- 
tion, stated that very great dissatisfaction existed amongst the rod 
licensees as to the conditions with which they were surrounded in 
fishing the river. Not only was there a very poor supply of fish, but 
those that were in the river could not be taken on account of the exist- 
ence of ‘‘hush,”? The object of the deputation was further to do away 
with the system of poaching which was carried on to a very large 
extent on theriver. They had been instructed to point out that the 


river was practically unprotected between High Force and a point | 


considerably below Darlington, and that within this distance a very 
large amount of poaching was constantly going on, not only as 
regards salmon, but trout. The trout was the natural food of the 
salmon, and if the former was taken away, the salmon as a conse- 
quence must inevitably perish. (Hear, hear.) Though he was not in 
a position to say that the fish were actually iujured by the existence 
of ‘‘ hush,” it was well known that they did not feed while under its 
influence, and their value was accordingly deteriorated. In one sm4ll 
tributary of the Tees, known as Bowles Beck, the existence of *‘ hush” 
was particularly marked, It came in like a puddle, and for days, and 
sometimes even weeks together, the beck was altogether unfishable. 
The rod licensees felt, under all these circumstances, they were not 
getting the sport they paid for, and therefore had a right to expect. 
(Gear, hear.) Coming nearer home, there was another matter in con- 
nection with which anglers felt they had a just cause of complaint, 
and that was the habit at the waterworks of putting ‘‘ washings ”’ into 
the river, and by that means fouling it to a very consideracle extent, 
to the detriment of fish. On behalf of the association, he expressed 
a hope that the Board would, either by friendly representation to the 
owners of the tributaries and the mines in the vicinity, or, failing this, 
by putting in force the powers of an Act of Parliament which they 
believed to be in existence, do all they could to co-operate with them 
in securing justice for the interests they represented. (Hear, hear.) 
The association were also anxious that the rod licensees should have 
direct representation on the Board of Conservators, a privilege and a 


right to which they believed themselves as much entitled as the net- 


fishers who were already represented. (Hear, hear,) -Rod-fishers, he 


‘contended, were conservators of the river by virtue of their capacity 


as such, whereas net licensees did not contribute in any way to the 
preservation of the fish which they took from it. (Hear, hear.) ; 

Mr, Barron said, with regard to the question of *‘hush,” he believed 
there were at present only four watchers on the river to cover a distance 
of about ninety miles. 
see its way to increase the number of watchers, an important step 
would have been taken towards abolishing completely the systematic 
poaching from which they so much suffered under existing circum- 
stances. He thought if the attention of the Board was devoted to 
this question of ‘‘ hush,” instead of being so much occupied by the 


He humbly suggested that if the Board could ~ 


— 





| 


- 


May 19, 1883 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


; 241 





obstruction of a dam in the river, a great deal more good might be 
done, because, in his opinion, Dinsdale Dam was not such an obstruc- 
tion to the rod-fishers as the “hush.” (Hear, hear.) He suggested 
the appointment by the Board of a sub-committee to co-operate with 
the sub-committee of the association. 

The Chairman having promised due consideration by the Board to 


| the suggestions of the deputation, vacated the chair. 


was glad that the suggestion had met with their approval, and he 


- where he had some twenty-two trout, the lightest of which was 6} Ib., 


r, R. A. Morritt, who was elected to preside during the remainder 
of the proceedings, endorsed everything that had been said by Mr. 
Webster on the question of ‘‘ hush,” and also with regard to watching. 
The remedy so far as regarded the preservation of fish was very much 
in the hands of anglers themselves, and that was by strictly observing 
the rule of returning to the water any fish caught which did not mea- 
sure 7 inches. 
forfeited his right to fish, and if every licensee took pains to sec that 
this rule was strictly carried out there would be very little need for 
anything else. (Hear, hear.) . 

Mr. Chaytor complained that his efforts to promote the propagation 
of fish in the river bad for years past been futile. The Board had 
done nothing but talk whenever proposals of that kind had been made. 
He admitted the necessity for adequate reform, and hoped s>me influ- 
ence would be brought to bear with the Home Secretary in this 
direction. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Lowther remarked that with some of the remedies suggested it 
was beyond the power of the Board to comply. The question of 
representation for anglers was one which would be very proper for 
Parliament to consider when any alteration in the law took place. He 
suggested, however, in the meantime, the appointment of a sub- 
committee in accordance with Mr. Barron’s proposal. 

Mr. Scott Sertees advocated the purchase of 1,000 salmon to 
enable Mr. Chaytor to carry out his scheme of propagation. This 
could be done by sabscription, to which he should be happy himself 
to contribute a sovereign. (Heer, hear.) 

Mr. Bell seconded Mr. Lowther’s proposition, and the following 
gentlemen were appointed :—Mr. R. A. Morritt, Mr, W. A. Wooler, 
Mr. J. H. Bell, Captain Jobson, Mr. Scarth, Mr. C. G Johnson, Mr. 
Dent, Mr. H. A. W. Cocks, and Mr. Chaytor. ° 

This concluded the business, and the Board adjourned. 


~ 








: KELSO ANGLING SOCIETY. 
THE first competition of the season in connection with this associa- 
tion; which was deferred on account of the flooded state of the rivers, 
came off on Monday, May 7. There were twenty-two entrants, and 
competitors were confined, as usual, to the open waters on Tweed and 
Teviot and their tributaries. The day was very bright throughout 
.and the rivers were very small, and these combined circumstances 
told very much against successful angling, as is demonstrated by the 
smallness of the baskets produced at the weighing. The hours of com- 
petition were from 8 a.m. to5 p.m. The weighing took place in the 
White Swan Inn, at 7 o’clock, under the superintendence of Mr. Croail, 
chairman of thesociety; Mr. Steel, secretary; and Mr. N. I. Mills, 
member of committee. There was also a very large gathering of the 
members of the club; and amongst those present we observed Mr. P. 
Stoddart, Dunedin, Australia (son of the late T. T. Stoddart, angler 
and poet, and formerly a vice-president of the Kelso Association). 
At eight o’clock, when the awards were allocated, no fewer than three 
of the prizes were secured by J. Wright, fishing-rod maker, Kelso, 
who kijled all his trout in the Tweed at Maxton. 

In addition to the usual list of prizes, a reel and line and fishing- 
tackle bock, to the value of £1 (kindly given by J. J. E. Brown, Esq,, 
of Rosebank), were competed for. The following were the prize- 
takers :—First, the Association rod, for heaviest basket, J. Wright, 
61b. 30z.; second, pair of fishing stockings, for second weight, T. 
Pringle, 4# 1b. ; third, reel and line, for third weight, A. M‘Cutcheon, 
4 1b. 6 oz.; fourth, fishing-tackle book, for fourth weight, A. Hope, 
2 1b. 6 oz.; fifth, basket and belt, for fifth weight, Mr. Barff, 2 1b. ; 
sixth, tackle to the amount of 5s., for heaviest half-dozen (by Mr, 
Alian, fishing-tackle maker), J. Wright, 3 lb. 7 0z.; seventh, two 
foren trout flies, for heaviest trout (given by Mr. A. Steel), J. Wright, 
1 lb. 1 oz, 3 

_On tbe conclusion of allocating the prizes, the members met in the 
cilub-room, in the above hotel, in a social capacity. The chair was 
occupied by Mr. J. Croall, vice-president of the association, and Mr. 
Barft discharged the duties of croupier. The usual toasts having 
been proposed and duly honoured, 

The Chairman proposed ‘‘ The Health of Mr. Pringle F. Stoddart,” 
son of their late president, the late Thomas Tod Stoddart, Esq., which 
was in itself sufficient to give hima hearty welcome. Many of them 
could remember that some of the happiest evenings which they had 
spent were spent along with their late president, who was a most 
enthusiastic angler, and his son was following in his footsteps in New 
Zealand. He (Mr. Stoddart) had very different success, and brought 
home different baskets from what they got. They saw what he could 
do from the very fine specimens which he had brought home, and one 
of which they saw the other day in Mr. Steel’s shop, which, when 
cleaned, weighed about 5 lb. He had shown him (the chairman) a 
leaf the other day in his note-book containing a record of his basket, 


which showed that the weight of trout in New Zealand was some- 
thing wonderful. It afforded him very great pleasure in seeing Mr. 
Stoddart there that night. (Applause.) He had suggested to the 
committee tho other day that when Mr, Stoddart was here they should 
make him an honorary member of the association. (Applause.) He 


(Hear, hear.) Any angler who transgressed this rule. 


was sure that he would make.a very worthy member, and that they 
would bé glad to hear from him at all times. (Applause.) 

Mr. Stoddart thanked them for the kindly feeling which they had 
shown towards him. As he never had an opportunity of thanking 
them for the portrait of his late father, which they had presented to 
him, he would take that opportunity of doing so. He could assure 
them that his family would cherish it as an heirloom, and as an em- 
blem of the kindly feeling which existed between the members of the 
association and his father. He did not intend to follow to the full 
extent in his father’s footsteps in fishing. They had had a great deal 
to do in forming an association in New Zealand for the sake of having 
a competition, and for two years it had been very successful. The 
first year Mr. Thompson, a brother of Mr. Thompson, of Redpath and 
Co.’s (Kelso), took the first honours and gold medal for the competi- 
tion. They had three competitions, and the highest aggregate basket 
got a gold medal. Last year he (Mr. Stoddart) tried what he could 
do, and he got the prize in the first and second competitions, and 
he had still a chance, if they did not get an extra large basket at the 
third competition, to get the gold medal this year, (Applause.) They 
had a great many English fishers, but Border fishers still managed to 
carry the day, because the English anglers did not know as well as 

3orderers how to fish. He concluded by again thanking them for 
their kindly feeling towards him. 

A very p'easant evening was afterwards spent, the harmony of the 
evening being kept up with great spirit till‘ Forbes Mackenzie” arrived. 
Songs were sung by the Chairman, Mr. Stoddart, Mr. Steel, Mr. 
Wright, Mr. Affleck, Mr. Rodgers, and Mr. N.I. Mills; while the 
usual toasts were duly honoured. 
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LEICESTER ANGLING SOCIETY. 
THE annual meeting of the Leicester Angling Society was held at the 
Old Town Hall, Leicester, kindly lent by the mayor, on Friday evening, 
when Mr. A. Stretton occupied the chair. There was a fair 
attendance. 

The Chairman, after announcing that Alderman Barfoot, the presi- 
dent of the society, who was to have presided, was unable to be 
present through illness, stated that the number of members of the 
society had fallen off a little during the past year. This might be 
attributed partly to the fact that the waters had been drawn off for a 
considerable time when fishing generally took place. The subscrip- 
tions amounted to £80 ios., as against £100 last year, There had 
been 266 full members, and 707 day tickets. The fishing had been 
very good during the season, and the takes and size of fish compared 
favourably with other years. 

One of the members present asked the question as to whether the 
use of the minnow for live-baiting would continue to be allowed, as in 
his (the speaker’s) opinion, he considered it an abuse, as a number of 
small pike that were not sizeable were taken by this means. 

After considerable discussion the chairman announced that the 
matter would be left to the discretion of the new committee, who would 
doubtless give their earnest consideration as to whether it should be 
continued or not, 5s 

The following is a record of the largest fish of four species caught 
in the society's waters during the past season :— Pike: Mr. J. W. 
Marwood, io lb. 80z.; Mr. Pratt, 7 lb. 10 0z.; Mr. H. Stafford, 
6 1b. 12 oz. Roach: Mr. M. Pratt, 1 lb. 6} 0z.; Mr. J. Hobbs, 
1 lb. 10} oz.; Mr. R. Bennett, 1 lb. 4.0z. Perch: Mr, F. Teeboon, 
2 1b.; Mr. O. Bird, 1 lb. 8 oz.; Mr. B. Brooks, 1 lb. 8 oz. Tench : 
Mr. O. Bird, r lb. 13 0z. ; W. Chambers, 2 lb. 63 0z. ; Mr. Clark, 2 lb. 
In the Angling Competition the numbers had increased. In 1880, 
110 entered, and last year there were 128 anglers. = 

The Great Northern Railway Company had offered the usual rail- 
way facilities to the society, and if they got permission to fish in the 
Belvoir district there would be an increased scope for the members. 
The society had agreed to rent the reach of canal and backwaters 
beyond Aylestone from the vicarage to what is known as the Blue 
Banks, very valuable waters for angling purposes, and extend in all 
about three miles. These waters abound with chub, several being 
taken out during the past season weighing close upon 6 lb. each. 
Anglers were to be allowed to fish on one side of the canal and on 
both sides of the backwaters. 

Mr. Hardy, the secretary to the society, read the financial state- 
ment, which showed a balance to the good of £10 3s. 53d., but this 
sum was about £5 less than last year. 

On the motion of the Chairman, this statement was adopted. 

Mr. Bonner moved a vote of thanks to the corporation and owners 
of land, including Sir Henry Halford, who had given the society the 
right of fishing in their waters. 

This was seconded and carried. 

Thanks were also accorded to the Chairman, the Auditor (Mr. G. F. 
Harrison), and to the Committee. 

Mr. Alderman Barfoot was reappointed president, and the vice- 
presidents, treasurer, and committee were also re-elected, 

A vote of thanks was passed to the Secretary, proposed by Mr. 
Chamberlain, seconded by Mr. Clarke, and supported by Mr. Wells 
and others members of the society; and a similar compliment to the 
Mayor for the use of the room terminated the proceedings. 


TT 





Gronce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he biaueli es proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices $ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs, per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 


242 


THE FISHING GAZETTE ~ 


| 


[May 19, 1*83, 











RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the meeting of the Richmond Piscatorial Society on Wednesday last, 
there were present Mr. F. C. Clench, chairman; Mr. H. Dickinson, vice-chair- 
man; Mr. H. B. Terrill. treasurer; Mr. H. Davis, librarian; Mr. H. E. Gaynor, 
curator, Messrs. A. J. Little, J. D. Morgan, F. A. Crew, J. H. Ford, J. 
Neville, A. P. Percival, H. Taman, D. Fast, R.C, Rowland, W. Johnson, J. 
Munro, E. V. Powell, G. A. W. Griffiths, S. Morbey Taw, W. E. Scantle- 
bury, C. J. Turner, W. Cockburn, J. Cockburn, F. F. Perkins, J. W. Hough- 
ton, W.S. Giles, hon. members; W. H. Brougham, and P. (een, &c., &c. 
The reading of Mr. Wheeldon’s paper, entit'ed the ‘* Science of Modern 
Avgling,’’ was received with much pleasure. In the opening statement he said 
it was originally his intention to have given a paperon barbel-fishing, buf at 
the request of the chairman he had reverted to the above, not altogether un- 
familiar to some of the members of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, as they 
had previously heard it over at the Westminster Aquarium, but trusted it 
would, nevertheless, be in some parts interesting. The lecture, it need hardly 
be stated, was as instructive as it was interesting, almost every kind of tackle, 
its make and manipulation, was so splendidly explained, whilst the taking of 
trout, chub and roach was especially particularised (a very interesting discussion 
arising at the conclus‘on of the reading of the paper, owing to some amusing 
remarks made use of with regard to the Thames roach fisher versus the Lea roach 
fisher, as to presenting the baits to the fish on the style known as ‘hanging 
on,’’? in which Messrs. Geen, Powell, Dickinson, Johnson, and others ad- 
dressed the meeting), Mr. Wheeldon being, it was surmised, rather inclined 
to show favour to the Lea anglers, as to style, and quoted some very excellent 
matches he had seen fished by first-class roach fishers. The illustrating of 
baiting was also dwelt on at some length by Mr. Wheeldon ; and not theleast 
interesting was the baiting of barbel swim, which was stated to have been pur- 
posely omitted, as being so well known to the members of the Richmond 
Piscatorial Society. The interesting paper wound up ina few well-chosen and 
excellent remarks with regard to enjoyment of all anglers when fishing a most 
picturesque spot and thinking alone of the surrounding beauty, which other- 
wise would seldom find its way into the heart of many a man, and occasionally 
the good thoughts that would enter one’s head, and he would return, in many 
instances, home, perhaps, with an empty creel, but a wiser and better man. 
Atthe conclusion, Mr. A. J. Little proposed a most hearty vote of thanks (for 
the graphic and enjoyable paper they had heard that evening) to Mr. Wheel- 
don, which, he was sure, was equally enjoyable to all asto'himself. Mr. Vice- 
chairman Dickinson seconded this, and fully endorsed the sentiments of Mr. 
Little. Mr. Geen’ also spoke as to the delight it must have given al present, 
and few papers had given him mre delight, especially the elevating character 
given to it by the few good remarks made by Mr. Wheeldon in the concluding 
portion of it. In putting this vote of thanks, the chairman said it was ove 
of personal pleasure, and he could only reiterate what those gentlemen had 
said with regard to the excellent paper they had heard that evening. There 
was one thing they greatly missed, and that was the excellent letters which had 
been contiibuted to Zel/ s Life, and he personally regretted the loss of these 
since Mr. Wheeldon has ceased to be associated with this paper. Mr. Wheels 
don suitably acknowledged the vote of thanks, and stated he was much pleased 
to be with the Richmond Piscatorial Society that evening. Mr. Geen begged 
to be allowed to ask Mr. Brougham a question with reference to what he had 
seen in the Referee, and a further account in Truth, to the effect that the whole 
of the management lately carried on by the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society was about to be taken over by the Thames Conservators, and that. he, 
Mr. Brougham, was appointed manager. Mr. Brougham, in reply, said he 
was taken quite bysurprise, andhad not heard one single word in refeerence 
thereto. ‘They might take it for granted there was not one single item of 
truth in it, and care would be taken that a contradiction through the proper 
channel would at once be resorted to. He could not imagine whatever ‘had 
brought this report about. It was, however, eventually stated that Mr. Francis 


Francis had passed some remarks with reference thereto, which was the’ only ; 


way it could be accounted for, The announcement of time now terminated, with 
a vote of thanks to the chairman, another very interesting a nd enjoyable eyen- 
ing of the Richmond Piscatoria’s at home.—G. H. Gaunt. 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society had a very enjoyable meeting on Tuesday last, 
many items of interest coming under discussion, and a brace of nice trout 
gracing the trays. The chair was taken by J. F. Pippin, Esq. After the 
usual preliminary business had been gone through, Mr. Charles Bates gave the 
society an interesting description of the tackle used by the French angler, 
illustrating his remarks by an extensive assortment of tickle from the bait to 


the parachute, samples of all of which he had obtained during his recent travels, — 


The little bell to which the Freuchman attaches his line, and a ring from which 
informs him of the time to strike, was, of course, included in the collection, and 
its exhibition was a source of much amusement. Mr. Bates has made himself 
thoroughly familiar with foreign tackle, and his specimens were accordingly 
well chosen. During his recent tour in the United States he purchased one of 
the famous American split cane rods, a description of which he gave, the rod 
being handed round for inspection. These rods are extremely light, and 
beautifully balanced, but very costly. Various opinions were expressed as to 
the qualities of the one shown; but Dr. Brunton, to whom it had been lent, 
reported warmly in its favour. ‘The interest attaching to the proceedings of the 
evening was not lessened by his unexpected arrival, armed caf-a-pie, the con- 
tents of his bag, a capital brace of trout, being immediately placed before the 
chairman, and a hearty round of applause greeted the further announcement 
that the Doctor would, in company with Mr. Edwin Frost, represent the 
‘* Gresham ”’ at the National Competition of Angling Clubs, to take place 
on Loch Leven on the Derby Day. With two such representatives, the society 
stands a good chance of carrying off honours. The two trout shown weighed 
32 1b. and 23? lb. each, taken with a fly, and landed in the Doctor’s usual 
manner, without net, gaff, or assistance. A circumstance worth noting was 
the little time elapsing between their capture and exhibition to the society. 
The last fish, one of five (others being returned to the water) was taken at 
8.40 p.m.; a journey of nearly thirty miles by rail had to be afterwards made, and 
by 10.30 fish were on view in the society's room. It is to be hoped this 
example will be contagious, and that the specimens shown during the last 
fortnight are only the precursors of others regularly to comé. 


which may be considered assured, seeing that the entire arrangements on the 
ground have been placed in his hands. Mr. Bates pleaded strongly on account 
of the objects for which it was held, and stated that Mr. Alderman Cotton, 
M_P., not only intended. to give a prize, but hoped to be present on the 
occasion. The ‘* Gresham’? will no doubt contribute. Captain Alfred, the 


curator, offers a prize, and the members individually subscribed some two | 


pounds during the evening to form the nucleus of a special fund for the same 
purpose, to be separately competed for. Mr. Crumplen added a few words in 
support of the tournament and also of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. <A 
good se'ection of music was then given, Messrs. W. B. Adlington, J. Calla- 
ghan, J. F. Clarke, T. Crumplen, [. Lloyd, J. Neville, J. F. Rippin, T. R. 
Sachs, jun., and others taking part. In the interval, Mr. John Christie gave 
a succinct account of his recent trout-fishing on the Thames, which had been 
so far successful that he would certainly recommend his brother anglers to try 
their hand, having no doubt that trout were to be had if patiently and properly 
fished for, Mr. Christie kindly promised to present a quantity of new music to 
the society fur use at their meetings, thus adding materially to the ‘* harmony ”’ 
which happily prevails. A very cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Bates, Dr. 
Bruston, and the chairman brought this pleasant evening to a close.—YE 
GRASSHOPPER. 


Mr. Bates 
brought the International Angling Tournament under notice, the success of ~ 
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JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES. 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRIGHE -218: 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODs. 


Yor particulars of which see Artic'e in Fisting Gazerrr of March 18, 1872, 
will be despatched by return of post. 


assuming the same name. 


All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, 
N.B.—No connection with any other persons 


LE PAGE’S LIQUID FISH 
RUSSIA BELTING C 


received the Highest Award for 


Ins*itute, New Yc Tk, 1681, and again at the American Institute in 1882, 
hese Glues, which are used by the largest and best manufactu 
favour, and are now being introduced in England 


the Carriage Glue fer general weod work is i i 
q Carr : 1 put up in small tin 
The Family Glue and Mucilage are put up in bottles of various " 


‘These Glues, being in liquid form, are always ready for use ate 


and can only be obtained at the old shop 


EMENT, 


Liguid Fish Glues at the International Fishery Exhibition in Berlin, 1880, at the American 


ans for the convenience of carpenters and others, 


without the trouble of heating, and are the strangest 


All communications to be addressed to the Agent of the Company 
, 


"Ee Ee e-cpell apn Hier Ha Ease m-d €, 
At the United States Department of the Fisheries Exhibition, 


OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 
R. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S . 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra~ 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro= 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 


should obtain the genuine, which is protected bya — 


Government stamp, bearing the words *‘ Dr. J. 
Collis B:owne’s Chiorodyne,.’? See decision of 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Page Wood, The Times, 
July 16, 1864, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 
From W. C. Witkrnson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: tbe benefit is very marked indeed,’’ 
Sold in hottles, 1s, r4d., 2s. 9d., and qs. 6d., by all 
Chemists, 
8S>.le Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Rezsseil Street. W7.C. 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — This Day.— 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’clock, p.m. 


OYAL- AQUARIUM.—Electric Ex- 

hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 

run of the Electrical Exhibition, the Charge for Admission to” 

the Royal Aquarium will be 1WO SHILLINGS after Six 
o’clock p.m. 


| : OYAL AQUARIUM-—This Day.— 

Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 
prairie, caught with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr, 
Bob “White. These, the most extraordinary performing 
horsesin the world, are engaged at enormous expense, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10.30. 


Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CoO., Manufacturers, Witham 
a Glue and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
and, ; 














GLUES 
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PREVENTION OF RIVER 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 
who are interested in the» purification and preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO 60,’S EXHIBIT 


AT THE 


Great International Fisheries 


Exhibition 


Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A BC PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 


Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the 


Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 


be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO C)., 


SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


POLLUTION. 





buoyant condition :— 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 
STOCK BREEDERS’ 
MEediectinmae @iiaes€. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 


* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 


** GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 


“ RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 
* RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 
“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 


‘* GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills, 
““CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. 


be had separately. 


British Empire. 


Water, Certificates of 
CAUTION.—See that 


LIMITED, 


Price of Chest, with “‘ Key to Farriery,’”? £2 16s. €d., carriage paid. ach article can 
Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 


the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT. 


22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W., 


AND WANTAGE BERKS. 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 

The Forest AND Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. Itstands at the head of all American 
publications ofits class; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field eaperiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 

Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulture. 

Game Bag anid Gun. The Kennel, 
The Rifle. 


Yachting and Canoeing. 
The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 
The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely-printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 


Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 


Published by the Foresr ann SrreAm Pusrisuine Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.8. 


Subscription agents for Great Britain : 


Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and Rivineton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies. 





THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


. : 
With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AW ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc. 


Tur American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
week, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American waters. Drawings of 
fifty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tun ANGLER, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s, 
Single Copies - - - - - 64, 
WM. C. HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, - 
mapa, ok OFA, DW: ALY, 

, (Opposite City Hall Park), 
NEW YORK CITY,- U.S. A. 


NOW READY. 


THE DIRECTORY OF 


ATHLETIC SPORTS © 
AND PASTIMES : 


CONTAINING A 


List of English and Scotch Fishing Clubs, 
giving the Names and Addresses of the 
Secretaries, Rules of Fishing, Bye-laws 
of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, and items of general interest to 


Anglers. 





Price 2s. 6d., or direct by Post from the 
Publishers, 


ADAMS, BATES & CO.,, 


17, EAST TEMPLE CHAMBERS, FLEET STREET. 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACOIDENTS, 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINST THEIR COST! 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insuring against 
Accidents of all kinds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000. 


PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £259,000, 
MopgErRATE PREMIUMS, 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after five years. 


£1,840,000. 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 


’ 
The Sportsman’s Watch. 
CENTKE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. By moving small catchat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemen(s, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Forwarded free. 


The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screw- 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers, 
re warranted of finest quality. Price 7s.6d, Forwarded 

ee. 

















FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassocks, Sussex. (Mstab. 1870.) 


NOW READY, 
WITH CHART, PRICE SIXPENCE. 


Broads and Rivers of 
Norfolk. 


POPULARLY DESCRIBED. 


The writer has aimed at giving practical advice to 
Anglers, Yachtsmen, and lovers of Nature, Science, 
and Art; pointing out where and how each may 
find splendid resorts for the pursuit of their several 
pleasures. The writer records his own experience as 
far as it has gone, and in all cases the information 
given can be relied upon. Such a guide has long 
been wanted, and this issue, it is hoped, will supply 
the want. ' 

Norwich: P. Soman, Argus office. Lowestoft: 
Standard Office. Alsomay be had of Alfred and 
Son, Moorgate Street ; Little, 15, Fetter Lane ; 
Williams and Co., (reat Queen Street, W.C.; 
Young, 402, Oxford Street, W.; Carter and Sons, 
137, St. John’s Street Road, E.C.; Gee, 18, Little 
St. Andrew's Street, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C.; 
Allcock, Redditch, and all Bookstalls on the Great 
Eastern Railway. 





Price One Shilling, post free 1s. 24d. 


LITTLE’S ANGLER’S ANNUAL AND 
FISHING DIRECTORY. 


Comprising articles and practical information. 
Also containing a complete list of rivers and all the 
fisheries of England and Wales. 


Edited by 
H. B. BROMHEAD. 





No angler should be without this annual. 





Published by G. LirrLE and Co., No. 15, Fetter 
Lane, E.C., and a!l Booksellers and Railway Stalls. 





PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 
CARRIAGE FREE. 


THE 


TROMBONETTE 


( Registered.) 


Any person can now play all the melodies they know, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT sTUDY 
or TUITION. ‘Thetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionette, cr sonorous as the oboe, ‘Thus the possessor cf 
one ofthese charming instruments becomes at once on an 
equality with practised musicians, and WITHOUT ANY 
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 

The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere, 

For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Picnics, and evenings at homeit is invaluable. 

Address—CuAs. MILLER & Sons, 70, Patshull Road, 

London, N.W. 





MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Souchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, barns, &c. English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, FisH1nG GAZETTE, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C, 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously and Skilfully Administered. 


DEAR 51r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr, Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he writes.—Yours truly, Jxo, 
H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RusuMmATIsM. I 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr, H. S. Park. 


suffering acutely foc weeks from this, and have never been troubled since.—Yours truly, Frevx, Tompson, auctioneer. , 
H. &. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. i 
The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER give Unqual fied Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


DEAR Sir,—I can certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne ic 


Mr. H.S. Park, Manchester. 


MAGNEIISM. 


(May 19, 1883 


- 


Bank, Bolton, 21 Juns, 1832. A 


. 
. 


St, Ann’s Place, Manchester. 4 
had been 


7 aa 
Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, 1880, 


Appliances.—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER. 
* 


H.S. Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘* Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm’, Bron= 


chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength_—H. S. PARK, 60A, Market Street, Manchester. S $ 





KING?’ 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 


Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuinc GAzerrg 
“A. R,I. E.L.,” and other leading anglers, 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and16 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


HATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel, 


In Packets, 3d., 6d., and ls. each; postage 
extra. 


To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane ; Carter and Sons, St. Joha 
Street Road; Price and Co., Kuston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Warerloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London. Nutting& Co, Rirming» 
ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 
Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester. Perry, Read- 








ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield. Hardy, Sheffield, Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley, Boots, Hu. Slater, Newark. 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 





THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 





JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTs, 


having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Kod, brazed and winch fitted, 

price 5s. 

A very supericr Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safetw 
Rings, price 6s. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, same price, 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed, Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and 1 ACKLE. 

1 doz, Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hocked and 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post, 





“ Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the ‘Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 28, 
Address as above, 





ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY. 


JOHN COOPER, 


Only son and successor of the late Mr, Jobn Cooper,) 


BIRD AND FISH PRESERVER, 


To H,R.H, the Duke of Edinburgh, 


28, RADNOR STREET, ST. LUKE’S, E.6, 


NEAR THE CHURCH, OLD STREET. 


SILVER MEDALS IN 1878, 1880, AND 
EDINBURGH EXHIBITION, 1882. 


The Silver Medal, 1878, was awarded to Mr. John Cooper 
at the P.scatorial Exhib tion, at the Westmins ter Aquarium 
for the best specimens of Stuffed Fish, 





S. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 
27, RUSSELL STREET 


y COVENT GARDEN, 
Wext door to the Albion Hotel. 





SUPERIOR SALMON AND TROUT RODS 
FLIES, WINCHES, LINES, &c. 


Rods Repaired on the Premises. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 9 oz. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Wanch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
cowplete, fitted in box, price 4s.8d, Cariage paid fur 6d, 
extra. 

‘* Worth themoney-. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or Geneial Bottcm Fishing. Wecan re: 
commend it as being ali it pretends to be,’—FisHinG 
GaAzeETrE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 100 ; 23, 3d. 
per 50, and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., shoit, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 














TO THE QUEEN, 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver, 
EOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER. 





Facrory AND StorE— 


29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
Suow Rooms— 


149, tarzr 371, OXFORD STREET 


BraANcH—381, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN, 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


- 


TO ANGLERS, 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 


LO oN Eee ls es ue 
FOR A 
GRAND DISPLAY of SALMON, TROUT, 
and GRAYLING RODS, REELS, 


FLIES and TACKLE 
SEE STAND No. 45, BLOCK T, DIVISION 14. 


W. J. CUMMINS, 


FISHING TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 
BISHOP AUCKLAND: 








Price Lists free two stamps, 


The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power. 


D. SLATER ; 


gand 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. a an 
National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 
Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 
Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
£10 for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 
Greenheart fly-rods, 10s. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and. well balanced, 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, §s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s, 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, 10s. 6d. each, 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s.; 
33 inch, 3s.6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. each; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. each, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen~none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, 1s, 3d.; stouter, 
1s,6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, td. 
per yard, equal in every way to the American. 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nutting- 
bam style, consisting of rad, 34inch reel, 80 yatds cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, and 4 floats, 
p ice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s. — 
All goods sent out that du not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 
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ty Sportsmen, Fishermen, Yachtsmen, Punters, Sol- . 
> diers, Sailors, Tourists, and all classes who are ex-}¥i_ 4 
bey posed to the many changes in the weather, and value - 
S| taeir health and the comfort of dry feet, should use}¥{ 
S/STRAWSON'S WATERPR | 
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Lhe best Dressing Jor Boots, Shoes, x 
fariness, &t, 6 ee 
Does not prevert the polish of good Blacking, “a 


POPP 


>] Invaluable in preserving the softness and improv- | 
ing the appearance of Ladies Kid Boots, as weil 
as Gentlemen’s, as it canaot injure the most deli. 
cate Leather. E 
From the EDITOR of “' Pulman's Weekly Neirs.'* 


We are glad to hear thatStrawson’s Warrrproor Com- 
POSITION is daily gaining that world-wide popularity wich 
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is not dificult to prognosticate for it. ‘he foliowing ex- i 


tract is from a letter. written by a gentlemar wm Queens. 
land.‘ Noone should come out here syithout a 90d sup- 
ly of STRAWSON'S WATERPROOF for Boots ‘ithe 
eavy dews, followed by intense heat. will soon ciack your 
Boots, unless they are well dressed with Strawson’s or some 
similar compound. I wish © had more of it heze. o. Kaew 
where to get it in Brisbane.” 
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Sold Retai! by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddiers. 
wee __ tronmongers, & others, ; 

in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., T3., 28., 58., & z0s.each | 
Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler tu procure 1t for you, or 


send Stamps for the price of a Tin to the Proprietor, who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address 


o Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— a 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lawr, LEEDS. 


Manager: FL. Strawson, late of Exeter. 
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ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort ; 

is much used. by Sportsmen, Shore Waders — 

Farmers, Gardeners, and’ Ladies. a 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 

and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and ts, each. 

Wholesale by Price’s PATent CANDLE COMP y 
; >» Limited, London. ¥ 
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_THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


f THE SEA FISHERIES DEPARTMENT. 


Hy ‘ee interest taken in the Exhibition by the general public 
continues unabated, and, although the holiday strain has 
passed, the resources of the establishment have been tried pretty 
severely every day during this week. Things generally are getting 
into groove, and the provisional dealing with a number of the 
\ exhibits is being gradually corrected. The fish market continues 
“to be a source of attraction, but there has not been the supply of 
\ wet fish we could have wished—although it has been equal to the 
| demand—and prices have ruled higher. The suggestion to make 
| a portion of the space an open fish market has been considered ; 
but no practicable end would, in our opinion, be served by such a 
' course, unless the right to sell were free or the toll for stands 
fixed at a mere nominal rate, and, even then, perhaps, dwellers in 
the West-end would almost alone reap the benefit. Salmon was 
| quoted at 1s. 10d. on the early days of the week, and prices gene- 
rally ruled about the same as those charged at West-end shops. 
| There have been numerous arrivals of exhibits since the opening, 
. butthe French things do not come forward in particular haste. 
The Russian Court, however, is filling fast; but, after a time, if 
vacant space be left in any department, the Executive will do well 
| to utilise it in some way, a course there will perhaps be no diffi- 
| culty in adopting. The refreshment contractors have been having 
a good time, and the Derby week has had the effect of bringing 
_adifferent class of visitors tothe great show from that which stormed 
it on the opening week. The delightfully fine state of the weather, 
too, has in every way favoured to advance the Exhibition, and has 
been a means of greatly benefitting it from a commercial point of 

| view. 

On entering, we noticed an addition in the hall, just within 
the principal entrance, in the Exhibition Road, in the shape of a 
stand, embracing a notable display of pearls, and the Manchester 
Gold and Silver Company, in particular, have a magnificent show 

_ of white, black, bronze, pink, and other colours, while a pair of 
unmounted specimens marked £1,000 has no doubt been the 
medium of setting many a fair lady coveting, and plenty of the 
“lords of creation,” too, for that matter. The machinery is now 
| almost all erected, and is a very splendid collection. A par- 
ticularly interesting feature in this department is the dry cask- 
making appliances, at 706 Stand, Ransome, Allen, and Co., 
King’s Road, Chelsea, consisting, as it does, of machines in work 
for all purposes connected with the manufacture of pickle-casks 
| of the Scotch type, viz., for jointing staves, jointing and dowel- 
/ 








ling heading, rounding and bevelling heads, apparatus for heating 
casks before being trussed, hydraulic trussing plant, machine for 
chining, crozing, and howelling casks, and for grinding cuttees. 
The large show of refrigerators in this department will, later on, 
receive notice at our hands ; but, by way of a passing remark, we 
may refer to one of the delightfully-grateful results in progress 
almost under one’s vision. The prismatic ice pyramids, which 
seemingly are turned out easily as kissing, looked delightfully cool 
during the melting moments of high noon in the early part of the 
week. In the gardens, adjacent to the machinery shed, a very 
remarkable steam-dredger may be seen in full blast: there is no 
mistake about it being a workman, and it is at once a most inge- 
nious and simple invention. 
| In the present notice we intend to confine further remarks to 
| the British Sea Fisheries Department, and to follow the catalogue 
in division. (I.) Which includes gear of every description and 
_of all nations used in trawl, herring, long-line, hand-line, and 
every other mode or system of fishing, including all nets, lines, 
‘hooks, harpoons, tackle, &c, employed in the same. Commencing 
on the left hand at the main entrance to the gallery, we noticed a 
platted herring net made by machinery, and exhibited by 
Frederick Davis, of Forest Road, Nottingham. The platted 
system is a clever departure from the ordinary mode of net- 
braiding, for instead of the usual knotting of the mesh a plat 
| Secures the angles, and the system is said to answer well in 
“respect to work. Knowles and Knowles, of Southcoates, Hull 
have a good show of nets, twine, and sundries, one of the 
‘principal of their exhibits being an improved fish trawl ona 
_ 50 feet English elm beam with ordinary heads. De Caux, of 
Great Yarmouth, shows his patent trawling apparatus, the leading 
feature in which are the wheels, which take the place of the 
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ordinary iron heads, and above which the beamis fixed. Internally, 
a funnel arrangement supersedes the ordinary pocket for pre- 
venting the return of fish which have entered over the bosom 
of the net, and in the cod end the meshes are kept widely open 
for the. purposerof allowing undersize fish and refuse to get quit 
of the net; it is also fitted with roller-ground ropes, and an ap- 
paratus by which, if required, the net and beam may be discon- 
nected on the bottom and recovered separately. The wheels are 
made both in iron and wood, the felloes of the wooden wheel 
being about 6 inches, and bevelled, and the oak spokes are 
worked round; there are two tires, leaving a space of about 
two inches in the middle of the felloes. Two wheels are shown, 
which are stated to have been in continuous work for three years, 
and they have the appearance of being better preserved than 
would the wheels of an ordinary vehicle at the end of a month’s 
work on the London stones. De Caux also exhibits a patent crab 
and lobster trap, which has the merit of being ingenious, and of 
being opened and cleared on taking up without trouble or danger ; 
the egress of undersized fish is also provided for. The Willesden 
Paper Company’s show is admissible in regard to its relation to 
fishy affairs, consequent on the multiplicity of purposes to which 
it might be applied, and the Willesden canvas, manufactured by 
the same company, is said to be a remarkably clean and flexible 
article. It is cheaper, too, than ordinary canvas, and, itis claimed, 
isless liable to mildew when exposed to ordinary changes from wet 
to dry. Its uses are for ships’ sails, awnings, hammocks, canoe 
coverings, the lining of hose pipes, &c. The two large central 
transepts of the Fisheries Exhibition, which are 90 feet by 
50 feet, are roofed with the Willesden paper, and the sides, ends, 
and roof of the fish market (100 feet by 50 feet) as well. There 
is no question about the merit. of this invention, and as an 
instance of its durability it is asserted that it has been used as 
roofing for six years, exposed in all weathers, without injury. 
Nets, canvas, ropes, &c., are treated by a waterproofing process, 
which is said to render the articles rotproof, rustproof, and 
verminproof. C.W. Morris, of Harbour View, Lowestoft, has 
an admirable show. He exhibits a trawl with galvanised 
rings at the cod end, which would allow all immature 
fish that came to net to make a speedy congé, and an im- 
proved roller-bow shrimp-net is contrasted with one of the 
ordinary type. At the same stand are some beautifully-made 
midsummer and autumn herring-nets for sprat longshore 
fishing, a draw-net as used on the east coast of England, a simple 
machine for making snoods of any length, a trunk net to use 
by hand for catching crabs and lobsters, a well-netted trawl 
tanned for catching soles and other bottom fish, and an eel pot 
for use in salt water. Mr. Morris also exhibits a yacht dingy, 
which has been fitted with his patent revolving rowlocks and 
sliding tholes. It is, in our opinion, an invention of sterling merit, 
and should command extensive patronage. The advantages are 
that either tholes or rowlocks, as the case might be, are ever in 
their places, that they are durable and not liable to get out of 
order, that they are easily shipped and unshipped, even in the 
dark, and will in ashort time save their cost and guard against 
a deal of trouble and anxiety. The tholesare of brass, and when 
unshipped, by simply turning a thumbplate, they drop down flush 
with the boat’s gunwale, and the rowlocks tumble over and hang 
out of the way inside the boat. The plates which fix both con- 
trivances are a source of strength to the gunwaleat the very place 
where the greatest strain in rowing is exerted. Dyne and Evens, 
of York Road, Limehouse, show a well-furnished stock of blocks, 
internal and external, stropped with patent and other sheaves and 
lubricating Lushes, and a lot of block and mast makers’ stores 
besides. Mr. G. Duckett Burney, of Morton Hall, Norwich, 
exhibits the ‘ first and original harpoon gun used for whales,” 
which was invented and used by Captain Manby, R.N., anda 
Sicilian hand harpoon. A few exhibits of Mr. H. E. Hounsell, of 
Bridport, come in here, but are not catalogued. it includesa 
deep-sea line, showing snoods which have been eaten away by 
dog-fish ; a whiting line, as used by Folkestone fishermen, faked 
down in a tuband ready for shooting ; a combined snood stand for 
baiting lines and laying up the stuff, and a collapsible crab and 
lobster trap. Mr. Alexander Henry, the well-known gun and rifle 
maker of Pall Mall and Edinburgh, exhibits, in a case at Stand 9, 
some splendidly-finished articles with sale-prices attached, includ+ 
ing a patent breechloading harpoon gun and harpoon, with 
jointed flukes, amuzzle-loading harpoon gun with fixed flukes, and 
and a patent breech-loading bomb lance gun and a bomb lance. 
The latter instrument is credited with being so deadly in effect 
that it will killa whale almost instantaneously if the opportunity is 
offered of getting it home ina vulnerable part of the head. It is, 
no doubt, a more expeditious way of dealing with the leviathan of 
the -sea than the hand-lance, which was rarely effective unless it 
could be thrust into one of the eyes. There is also a show of ordi- 
nary as well as highly-finished sealing and express rifles and 
central-fire guns, Mr, William Fowler, of Peterhead, sends a 
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harpoon gun, harpoons of different styles for whale and walrus, 
and a gun lance. A formidable harpoon, with mechanism in the 
head, is shown with drawing, from which it appears that one of 
the jointed flukes acts a trigger to a charged bomb at the head of 
the harpoon upon being buried in the whale, and the effect must 
be terrible. Mr. Hilton, of Bristol, sends an assortment of fishing 
tackle. A harpoon gun and harpoon is shown by C. Osborne 
and Co., of Liverpool Street, London, but there is no special 
feature in respect to its construction. 

Alexander and Co., of Westminster Bridge Road, show the 
well-known ‘‘ Bezer Thomas” patent slip hooks and slip links, 
which is a very meritorious invention, and we believe thoroughly 
reliable for disengaging boats, &c. The committee for Grimsby 
is catalogued for Stand 14, but their goods are more conveniently 
placed next to No. 27 inthe middle row, and the space is occupied 
instead by Mr. J. Duke, of Grimsby, who has a capital stock of 
ship’s hearths and general ship chandlery stores ; Mr. J. Bygrave, 
of Grimsby, sea-boot maker; and Mr. McIntosh, who exhibits 
some fitted medicine chests. Hearderand Sons, of Plymouth, at 
Stand 15, have an interest show of fishing tackle of all descrip- 
tions. ‘There is a model of Hearders’ patent otter trawl on view, 
which gives a good idea of the invention at work. The Earl of 
Ducie’s plan for conger tongs is shown, and gunwale reels for wind- 
ing in deep-sea lines, different rigs of whiting lines, and many novel 
sea-fishing contrivances invented by the exhibitors. A good 
specimen of channel dredge is also included in Hearders’ show. 
A very excellent show of rope is that on the Edinburgh Ropery 
and Sailcloth Company’s stand, with bolts of canvas of different 
qualities and numbers. Mr. W. Boyes, of High Street, Peckham, 
has a very creditable display of coopers’ work as used on board 
boats and smacks in fishing. Mr. Richard G. Lacey, of Battersea, 
exhibits a useful block for trawl beams at Stall 18, and two of his 
exhibits—an alarm signal box for ships in distress and a rocket 
and line box—which are catalogued at this stand, are shown at 
395 in the J.ifeboat Gallery. Crossing to the middle row, at 
No. 19, we find a collection of long line gear, sent by W. Pater- 
son, of Macduff; and_at 20 C. and R. Brooks, of Stonehouse, 
Plymouth, have an admirable display of all _ kinds 
of fishing gear, including hand lines, long lines, artificial 
sea baits, railing lines, drift lines, and all kinds of gear for salt- 
water boat-fishing. The Tarry Mill Company, Arbroath, send a 
collection of long lines, hand lines, and snooding and long lines 
fitted. Alexander Murray, a fisherman, of Lossiemouth, shows a 
baited deep-sea line stowed in basket ready for shooting; and 
John Ross, jun., of Stonehaven, a haddock line as used by the 
fishermen on the Finnan Coast of Kincardineshire. These lines 
are used 8 “strings” long in the winter time and 12 strings long 
in the summer time, each string is 120 yards in length, and ina 
boat manned by six hands, each working two lines of 12 strings, 
nearly ten miles of lines would be in use. Mr. Alexander Watson 
(Stand 24), Macduff, sends a good show of long lines, hand 
lines, and snooding; and at 25, W. Strachan (not in the catalogue) 
shows a few flights of herring flies, which are simply two white 
wing feathers. The Duke of Edinburgh’s contribution of a silk 
trammel net of 60 yards and a twine trammel of 85 yards is at 
Stand 31, and not 25 as in the catalogue. H. E. Houndsell, 
Bridport, has a splendid case of patterns of fishing lines and 
twines and netting, at No. 26, with models of fish traps, &c. 
No. 27 is the remarkably fine show of the Committee for Grimsby, 
which includes a general assortment of fishing gear and nautical 
instruments of all descriptions. Three young women, employés 
of the Committee, are engaged at trawl-net braiding on the 
northern wall of the gallery. In regard to dexterity at net- 
braiding, each is quite up to champion form, which may be 
gathered from the fact that they can rattle off 35 loops ina 
minute, and finish the work in undeniably good style, too. The 
tate of pay at Grimsby for this description of netting is 1s. per 
ball of 6-strand twine, which means that nearly a mile of twine 
has to be worked for the sum named. W. Houndsell and Co, of 
North Mills, Bridport, have a well-arranged and exceedingly good 
show of nets, lines, and twine, for sea-fishing, at Stand 28. 
Buik and Co., of Wick, have excellent exhibits of herring nets 
and lines, both white and tanned. W. Jones, Eastborough, Scar- 
borough, has a splendid collection of goods at Stand 30, and 
some especially interesting exhibits, included in four cases, may 
be viewed—deep-sea lines, cod lines, haddock, sole, and whiting 
lines, fitted complete, sea-fishing tackle of all descriptions, 
twines, &c. ‘The model of an improved herring net shows a 
vertical mesh, which always hangs right, and needs but very little 
weight to keep straight: it is netted in sections, thus adding 
strength to the most vulnerable part—that is to say, where the Jash- 
ing comes to make fast to the warp. Mr. Jones also shows a model 
-of an improved trawl, which shows that by fixing skates or pieces 
of ordinary flat iron to the lower end or cod that a good draught 
under the net is insured, and it can be thus worked without 
rubbers. A long triangular tongue is also shown, to the end of 
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which a line is made fast, and led tothe shackle of the bridle, 
and this tongue would without doubt be found a valuable adjunct — 
when fishing amongst haddocks. When hauling the net the line 
is cast off the shackle, and the tongue will then fall back over the 
beam and be out of the way. The object of the tongue is to lead 
the fish swimming in mid-water to strike down to the mouth of 
the trawl. 

_ We shall continue our remarks on the exhibits in our next 
issue. 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR. J. P. WHEELDON? 


A PRELIMINARY MEETING took place on Tuesday last, 
. for the purpose of promoting a public testimonial to 
Mr. J. P. Wheeldon amongst the anglers and angling clubs of 
London and the suburbs in appreciation of the eminent services 
he has rendered, in the press and otherwise, in the interests of all 
matters connected with the science of angling. And there is 
every prospect such a movement will be attended with great 
success. Mr. Thomas Spreckley, president of the Thames 
Angling Preservation, has kindly consented to act as chairman, 
and Mr. M. H. Blamey as hon. sec. and treasurer. The following 
gentlemen have promised to form the committee, with power to 
add to their number:—Captain Alfred, Messrs. A. Beningfield, 
W. H. Brougham, F. C. Clench, Thomas Crumplen, H. B. Eyre, 
John Knechtli, F. H. Lemann, A. J. Little, R..B. Marston, R. L. 
Pugh, B. Perelli-Rocco, T. R. Sachs, and C. P. Wheatstone. The 
angling clubs are to be specially applied to, and it is hoped that. 
each will send a liberal and early response. The Editor of the 
FIsHING GAZETTE has kindly consented to insert the names and | 
amounts of each club that contributes to the testimonial. 
Amongst the great body of anglers in every portion of ‘the 
Thames and the Lea the movement will be liberally and promptly 
responded to; and the desire is general that the testimonial will 
be one of a very substantial character. Any member of the com-_ 
mittee will be happy to receive subscriptions ; they can also be 
sent to the Editor of the Fisninc GazerreE, and to the honorary 
secretary, Mr. M. H. Blamey, 62, Charing Cross. Boa! 





| 
| 
THAMES TROUTING—CAPTURE OF A FIFTEEN- 

POUNDER. 7m | 

eau eee is good news from the Lower Thames this week, and 
there would have been more if anglers would only visit the 

river, as great quantities of fish exist in every portion between 
Teddington and Staines. A splendid fish of 14 Ib. 10 02. has” 
been taken at the Hampton Court Weir by Mr. J. Ross-Faulkner, 
fishing with William Milbourne. It was caught in spinning, and 
has been sent for preservation. Mr. Loveland, proprietor of the 
Crown Hotel, at Thames Ditton, fishing by himself, has taken a 
handsome fish of 7 1b. 20z. Mr. Morton, fishing with William 
Milbourne, at Sunbury Weir, has caught one of 431b.; and Mr, | 
T. R. Dyer, at the Chertsey Weir, one of 33 lb.—X. | 
| Mr. Faulkner is an enthusiastic and hard-working angler who. 
thoroughly deserves his grand piece of fortune. We should be. 
glad if he would send us a short account of the capture.—Ep.]__| 
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| 
A VERY FINE LAMPREY. | 


R. WILLIAM HOWLETT, the naturalist, Newmarket, has | 
sent us the finest specimen of the lamprey we have ever 
seen. It was taken near Newmarket, weighs 41b., and is z feet | 
9 inches in length. Its immensely powerful sucker, armed with 
thorn-like teeth, must make this fish an ugly element in fish) 
society—one, in fact, which, without invitation, will stick “ closer 
than a brother.”’ i | 
¥ 
; 
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SELLING FISH INTHE FENCE MONTHS. 
LONGTON (BOROUGH).—Monday, May 14. é 4 

(Before J. G. Bakewell, Esq., Mayor; and J. Hulse, Esq.) 

A FISHMONGER IN TROUBLE.—Joseph Clarke, fishmonger, High- 
Street, Longton, was summoned at the instance of Superintendent: 
McWilliams, for having on April 21, being the close season for fresh=_ 
water fish, unlawfully exposed for sale certain freshwater fish, to wit,” 
one bream and one roach. Defendant was also charged with having 
on April 14 exposed for sale similar fish during the close season, Set- 
jeant Austin proved the offences, and defendant was fined 5s. and 
costs in each case, in all £1 9s. The magistrate dealt thus leniently 
with defendant on account of this being the first case of the | 
brought before him. Defzndant produced ‘a letter to show who he 
purchased the fish from, and further inquiries are to be made into the 
matter. . 
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SIZES OF FISH-HOOKS. 





BY the courtesy of Messrs. S. Allcock and Co., of Redditch, we are able to give our readers an illustration of the sizes and 
numbers of hcoks as made at Redditch. Shape varies according to demand—one district likes a round bend, another asneck, &c. 
Vr. Allcock, in a letter to us, says, ‘‘ The illustration represents our Limerick hooks, ‘out’ points, with the sizes as usual in the 


Redditch trade. 


The Kendal makers number their hooks the reverse way ; 


but for one Kendal hook sold there are 1,000 Redditch 


ones, and J have no doubt that 99 out of every 100 readers of the GAzETTE use Redditch-made hooks.” 

















AN UNEXPECTED MAY-FLY TREAT. 


E33 May-fly does not come on to most streams until 

the very end of May or the first week in June; _ but 
vhen it does come in its thousands, then surely there is nothing 
ike it for fetching up the great, yellow-bellied trout from their 
vaunts under banks and stubs, where all the rest of the year they 
ie, trying to make themselves as aldermanic as carp with idle- 
iess, andaplethora of minnows and shrimps. Generally forabout a 
veek they wallow madly on the surface, taking alrost every fly 
hat comes sailing over them, until they can literally contain no 
nore—the tit-bits actually falling in squashed masses from their 
hroats and jaws. Then for another week they take much more 
vautiously, discriminating with great care between those flies 
vhich have sharp, barbed tails and those which have not; andit 
s during this period that real skill in imitation of nature tells, 
or acountry artist’s greatest effort will not be in it with the neat 
mticers made by such hands as Ogden, Farlow, Mrs. Ogden 
3mith, and other well-known makers. Iam sure that the great 
hing to be arrived at in all flies, and especially in May-flies, is to 
ret the right colour, a thing which, to my mind, tells more than 
ul others. 

Two seasons ago I got some straw-bodied May-flies from Mrs. 
Ogden Smith, which I have never since seen equalled, as she told 
‘ne she was unable to procure the same feathers last year; but IL 
ope she may this time, as I still have a ragged one left asa 
yattern. Fishing with one of these last year, when the fish had 
»ecome very shy, but were rising pretty well at the real thing, I 
‘rot eight good fish in a short time, while four other men close 
“ound me never touched one, and I have no hesitation in saying 
hat I was an inferior fisherman to at least three of them. One of 
hem was tearing his hair and bewailing the fact of his having 
te fool enough to send off his last Ogden’s enticer to Chelten- 
aam as a pattern for more, which were to come the next morning 
_—just aday too late. As I had onlytwo of my favourites, both 
-ather ragged, I could do nothing to relieve their agonies ; and I 
aave to this day got one of those self-same worn beauties, which 
aave so often brought me a basket heavy laden with speckled 
leviathans. 

After the week of shy rising comes a period when thousands of 
May-flies go floating by unheeded and untouched, the fish being 
ike young attendants in a sweet shop, who are allowed to overeat 
shemselves in the first week, and after that never touch a sweet. 

» During this time the sickened trout will often rise at anything 
else except a May-fly, either an alder, coch-y-bondu, or coach- 
man ; and wherea young hand goes on throwing over fish after 
fish with his scorned May-fly, the old hand will be picking up 
good fish one after another with his small fly. : 

__ But what about this unexpected treat? Well, it was at the 
time when the trout had become perfectly sickened of May-flies, 
that Ileftthe dear old stream near home to try my luck on some 
wild Welsh brooks, well preserved and stocked, which I had pur- 
iposely left until the end of the May-fly season, as people told me 
that the fly never came on much up there. Beautiful streams 
ithey were, rushing down between great precipices of rock, in 
some places 200 feet high, just clothed sufficiently with stunted 
‘shrubs to afford shelter and nesting-places for numerous thrushes 
and blackbirds, which in the warm evenings made the valley 
:cheerful with their sweet song. Every fifty yards or so the water, 
plashing noisily over a fall into a basin hollowed from the rock 
'sweeps round in oily backwaters flecked with foam, where the 
big ’uns delight to lie waiting for anything and everything in the 



















grub line that a kind Providence may send them. A good many 
of them must have thought Providence very unkind to send them 
such beautiful alders and coch-y-bondus, with such nasty stinging 
tails, which dragged them, after a short but well-contested struggle, 
within reach of the fatal net. For a week I had fair sport, con; 
sidering that the water was very low and clear, killing sixteen and 
eighteen a day with the alder, red palmer, cochry-bondu, and 
governor, and “after that the deluge.” Fora couple of days it 
poured with rain, the streams running bank full and coloured, so 
there was nothing to do but wait, as the rule was to use nothing 
but the artificial fly. On the afternoon of the third day I trudged 
over to the smaller stream, in hopes that it might have run off a 
bit, and, sure enough, when I got there, it was avery nice colour, 
only just a wee bit stained. Now for some sport, I thought, care- 
fully watching the water for a rise, while mounting a fine cast with 
a governor and Palmer. “ Hulloa! here’s a solitary specimen of 
the May-fly tribe coming floating down. I suppose these fish 
won’t know what a tid-bit he is, as it does not come on much up 
here,” Isoliloquise. ‘‘ Don’t they, though,” I shout, involuntarily, 
as a fine trout has him with a rush, and my blood runs cold as I 


think how I have left every May-fly at home. 


Fish after fish now began to rise, none of them even conde- 
scending to look at my choice specimens. May-flies they would 
have at any price, dashing and jumping at them like mad things. 
Here was a nice state of things—all my May-flies carefully packed 
in a round tin box three miles away, over two regular Welsh 
mountains, and a good rise on, no poaching with the natural 
allowed. There appeared nothing to be done but to secrete my 
basket and rod, and go in for trying to achieve the best six mile 
across-country performance on record ; but at the last moment I 
thought I would have a final look through my book, hoping to 
come across some tattered specimens in some of the miscellaneous 
folded papers in the pockets. The very last paper in the last 
pocket contained some May-flies ; but what horrible things—the 
weakest effort of a weak country genius, actually tied with Guinea- 
fowls’ feathers. Well, if they take these they’ll take anything, I 
thought, hastily mounting one which would have made the trout 
in the old stream down south wink and smile at the very idea of 
being taken in by such a poor try at deception. However, those 
uncultivated Welsh trout were thankful for small mercies, and 
rushed at my bunch of Guinea-fowl feathers with frantic avidity. 
Almost every rising fish I came across sacrificed himself to my 
hollow sham, until my basket got so full that their tails stuck out, 
much to the horror of the keeper, who rather thought I meant to 
clear the stream. At last I quieted his fears by remarking that 
enough was as good as a feast, at the same time counting out 
thirty-eight beauties on the grass, which I had no compunction in 
carrying off, as there were thousands in the water, especially as I 
had to pack up and be off on the following morning. Heavy 
laden, but with elastic steps and light heart, I strode up those 
Welsh mountains that night, blessing in my heart that country 
genius for having persuaded me to buy some of his Guinea-fowl 
beesoms. “« VINCENS.” 


SD 





AN exchange has an article on ‘‘ Young Women Who Die Early.” 
This frequently occurs ; but the cases of old women who die early are 
very few indeed. 

Wasu Your Docs with Natprre’s Prize Mepat Soar, recom- 
mended by the late Frank Buckland. It Destroys Insects, 
Cleanses the Skin, removes all Smell, and gives Gloss to the 
Coat. Price 1s., of all Chemists and Perfumers. N.B,—See 


' that you get Nazprrn’s Soar.—[ADvT. | 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


THE WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND 
PROVINCIAL ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, 
Baker Street, W., May 8th, 1883. 

DEAR S1R,—Will you be good enough to enter the names and full addresses 
of your members requiring tickets for coming season, and. forwarding to me at 
your earliest convenience ? 

I will undertake to let you have all tickets ordered before the 14th June next, 
provided your list is received in time. 

If you cannot rend a full list, send part; I shall not consider it any trouble 
to make out any number of orders. 

All accounts must be paid within one month of date. 
great favour if you remit cash with orders ; 
expense, and myself much unnecessary work. 

One ticket only will be issued this year, price 2s. ; it will include the railway 
privilege, and also the right to fish in all the Fisheries Society’s waters. 

This arrangement will effect a great saving to the Society, economising its 
funds, and enabling the committee to carry out the objects more efficiently. 

Please send your orders direct to my private address, and oblige. 

Please say how many leather cases required, with name of society engraved, 
63d. each. 

With best wishes for a good season, 

I am, yours faithfully, 
T. Hoo_tg, hon. sec., 
7, King’s Road, Mortlake, S.W. 

Copies of the above have been forwarded to every society enrolled with the 
Association. Fresh ones can be obtained upon application to me. I shall 
esteem it a favour if secretaries will forward their orders as quickly as possible, 
if only for a few tickets; it will assist me in getting my orders out to time. It 
everyone leaves their orders until the last day or two, it makes it hard work to 
prevent members being disappointed. The Great Eastern Railway Company 
having consented to stamp the tickets before they are filled in, enables me to 
forward all tickets within a few hours after the order is received.—T. H. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT. SOCIETY. 

Since my last report, I beg to acknow edge with thanks the receipt of Ios. 
from the donation box of Beresford Angling Scciety, 8s. 3d. from the donation 
box of the Little Independent Angling Society, and 5s. annual subscription 
from Mr. J. Murray, chairman cf the Central Association of London Angling 
Clubs.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 





T shall esteem it a 
it will save the Association 


ANGLERS’ PRIDE. 

A return visit was paid to this society on the 23rd by nine societies on the 
West Central Visiting List, viz—City of London, Bermondsey Brothers, Peck- 
ham Perseverance, Peckham Brothers, Rodney, South London, South Kastern, 
The United Brothers. The entertainment ofthe evening consisted of music, 
both vocal and instrumental, with a few words from Mr. Field, §.L., in 1e- 
ference to the new waters rented by the Association. Mr. Allen called the 
attention of the gentlemen present to the South London United Comittee, 
and the competition that would take place at Amberley onthe 24th of June. 
Societies not already enrolled on that Committee, and wishing to take part in 
the competition, should lose no time, but communicate at once with Mr. Allen, 
16, Trothy-road, Bermondsey,—PIxIk. 


} BERMONDSEY BROTHERS. 
~The anniversary supper, and the distribution of prizes of the above society, 
will take place at The Ascot Arms, Willow-walk, Bermondsey, on Tuesday, 


June 5th. Supper on table at 7.45 sharp. Chairman, Mr. Court ; vice, Mr. 
Frost,—PIxiz. 


BRACEBRIDGE CLUB, BIRMINGHAM. 

On Friday, the 18th inst., the keeper at Bracebridge found a pike with a 
perch in his mouth. The pike had his tail bitten off, evidently by a larger fish. 
On the same day, amongst other fish, Mr. Burton caught a tench, weigh- 
ing 34]b. On the 21st, Mr. Bannister took eleven good roach and one perch, 
weighing 1lb. 1o0z. On the 23rd, Mr. Job Edwards took nineteen roach and 
perch, all good fish.—NUTTING AND Co. 

BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

‘The next Eastern District visit will be paid to the above club, at the Joiners’ 
Arms, 118, Hackney Road, cn Thursday evening, May 31st, when the com- 
pany of many jolly anglers will oblige ‘t Yorkshire Tom,’’? who has some rare 
racy fishy tid-bits in store for them.—T. G. WALKER. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Saturday last, the 12th inst., Mr. Jenkins, a member of the above, took 
avery nice trout at Pangbourne in splendid condition, weighing 6}1b.— 
C. REEVES, sec. 

May 17. 





CROWN PISCATORTAL SOCIETY. 
_ A general meeting will take place on Thursday next, May 31st, to arrange 
host and treasurer prizes for the ensuing season, and to arrange matters 
respecting the club prizes, All members are requested to attend by nine 
o'clock, as other business of importance will be brought forward.—W. H. 
BURWASH, jun., sec. ry 
GIPPING ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY: 

Roach haye been well on the feed of late. One angler took 12} 1b. from the 
preserved waters of this society last Wednesday, the largest weighing 1} lb., 
and the total catch numbering thirty fish, Roach now begin to show signs of 
spawning. ‘The yearling trout, lately introduced, appear to take kindly to the 
river, and have frequently been seen on the shallows. 

May 21. a 
2 ‘ . GOOD thedot he ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members had trout on May 20th, namely—Mr. Snook 
Mr. Gadbury, Mr. Tibbatts, Mr. Murphy, &c. Mr am sorry to sanoanaemele 
death of a good old angler of this club, Mr. Ephraim Richards. He was 
respected by every one that knew him, The concert that was to have taken 
place at our club on the 28th inst. is postponed until Monday, June qth, and 
f hope every member will attend for so worthy an object: it is on behalf of 
the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. Ourbrothers from the St. John’s 
have kindly offered their services on that night, with some music, through our 
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friend Mr. Thorley. I trust we shall have a bumper. We shall be glad to see 
any brother of the rod, but I trust they will not give anything but their 
presence and talent, as we can only receive from our own members.— 
R. Murpny. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We commence our new season on Monday next, May 28th. We have a few 
vacancies for new members, which we are desirous of filling up before we 
commence fishing. Our rules are very liberal, and well adapted for the 
working-man angler. No punt or private water fishing. Total weight of fish 
weighed last season, 822 lb. 7 oz. Sunday fishing on'y. Annual distribution 
of prizes on Wednesday, June 6th. One handred and sixteen prizes will be 
distributed. Annual supper, Wednesday, June 16th.—J. A. F1rcu, jun., sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since my last report our society has been doing some work in the shape of 
catching on our broads and rivers, the rudd especially being very fine and in 
splendid condition, some very nearly scaling 2 lb. | At our meeting on Mon lay, 
the 21st inst., the chairman, Mr. Bonfellow, had the pleasure of presenting 
our president, A. Mitchell, Esq., M.D., with the FisHinGc GAZETTE Prize, 
given by R. B. Marston, Esq., for the largest take of roach in November, con- 
sisting of the 1882 Vol. of the Fisu1nc Gazetre, he being the winner. The 
president, on receiving it, in a very suitable reply, handed it to the secretary 
for the use of the members of the society, expressing his pleasure in so doing, 
it being the first Vol. our society can claim as its own, The president also 
gave notice that he would give a prize, to be fished for on our first contest, for 
the year also. Mr. Scotter and Mr. Budds, two of our members, will also 
give prizes for competition on that occasion, which will be about the 18th of 
June, and we hope to see several of our London members present and com- 
peting with us. Mr. Bonfellow and Mr. Lee have weighed in thirty-six good 
bream from Monsey’s Broad, Ormesby, and I have just come home with fish 
that would make our London friends’ eyes glisten with delight ; and when I 
say nearly 50 lb. weight of fish, all roach and rudd, the sma'lest 6 oz., caught 
in four hours, you will scarcely believe me. _ But I will tell you how it can be 
done, as it was done by me to-day. Goto Potter Heigham by the last train, 
sleep at Mr, Law’s, the Waterman's Arms Inn, get up at4 a.m, row to 
Mr. Grapes, and take hisson, Sam. Row to Heigham Sounds, moor your 
boat. Throw in some bread, fish with worm or red paste until the sun gets 
too warm, then row back to Mr. Laws, and you can get to Yarmouth vy 
2 p.m. with a splendid catch of fish—of course, taking the weather into 
consideration, whether it is suitable or not. Last week I had a trip by our 
new line to Acle, where Mr. Pearce, of the Queen's Head, has a conveyance to 
convey you either to his pretty bowling green or to Mr. Rose, at the Bridge, 
who will at once supply you with boats and everything you may require, and 
direct you where to fish either for perch, roach, or bream, and I may tell you 
all our waters are now in good condition, and I am ready to weigh-in, and I 
am afraid only too anxious.—J. LARK, sec. 

May 23. — 
LEICESTFR OLIVE BRANCH ANGLING CLUB, 

The annual dinner of this club took place at the headquarters, Mr. E. Turner's, 
The Olive Branch Inn, Willow Street, Leicester. Close upon thirty members sat 
down to a first-class spread. After the cloth had been drawn Mr. J. Richards 
took the chair, and Mr. W. Cave the vice-chair, The usual loyal toasts having 
been given, the secretary, Mr. Standring, read the balance-sheet and list of 
prize takers, which was as follows :—Pike—1st. Mr. W. Cave; 2nd. Mr. H. 
Jarvis. Bream—ist. Mr. E. Turner ; 2nd. Mr. J. Dye. Chub—1st. Mr. L. 
Lumb; 2nd. Mr. C. Cave. Tench—rst. Mr. E. Simpson. _Perch—tst, Mr. 
H. Olounshaw ; 2nd. Mr. Burt ; 3rd. Mr. Payne. Roach—tst. Mr. J. Williams ; 
2nd. Mr. J. Richards. Dace—rst. Mr. Johnson ; 2nd. Mr. Saunders. After 
the distribution of prizes, the vice-chairman proposed, ‘‘ Success to the Olive 
Branch Angling Club,’’ coupled with the name of the chairman. Mr. J. 
Richards, in responding, stated that, for a young club, he was pleased to see 
so good a return fir the past twelve months’; but the weather, having been so 
unfavourable, had prevented a great quantity of fish from being weighed-in for 
competition. He trusted, however, the next season would bring about a much 
better result in that respect, and hoped next year to see a large addition to the 
club in the way of new members. Votes of thanks were awarded to the 
chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary,.and were duly responded to. A vote 
expressing the thanks of the members to the various railway companys for the 
privileges granted them for cheap travelling was unanimously passed. After- 
wards songs were given by several of the party, and a thoroughly enjoyable 
evening was spent, everyone expressing their thanks for the very able manner 
in which the host and hostess had catered for the comfort of those present. 


LIVERPOCL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Our members had an outing on, Bank Holiday (Whit Monday) to the river 
Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, and competed in this water for several prizes pre- 
santed by private members. Through a heavy fallof rain on the previous 
Sunday the water had risen considearbly, and was, consequently, out of con- 
dition for successful fishing. Twenty-one members assembled at the trysting 
place (Mr. Baugh’s, Cross Keys Hotel, Llanmynech), and, on preliminaries 
being settled, off they went—some to try the worm, some the gentle, anda 
few the fly and artificial minnow. On re-assembling for weighing in at the 
time appointed it was found that the veteran, Mr. A. Gregory, had won the 
first prize: Mr. T. Noon, the second; whilst Mr. R. Ellinger had taken the 
special trout prize. Messrs. Fraser and Humphries had the two heaviest creels, 
and would, of course, have been first and second, but were delayed on their 
return, and arrived too late to weigh in. The competitors afterwards partook 
of one of the good and enjoyable dinners for which Mr. Baugh is famous ; and, 
taken all in all, everyone seemed to have passed a fairly pleasant day, the 
weather being simply delightful, whilst Nature had on her early summer robe, 
and primroses, cowslips, and violets shone and abounded everywhere.— 
Rp, WooLraLtL, hon, sec. Liverpool Angling Association. 3 

Ce 
LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. ' 

On the 23rd inst., Mr. R. Ghurney and Mr, Crumplen paid us a visit, and we 
had a pleasant interchange of opinions on things pertaining to anglers in 
general, Every Saturday evening we hold a harmonic meeting, when we shall 
be pleased to see as many anglers and friends as can come. On Tuesday evens 
ing, June 5th, we shall have a special harmonic meeting, at the Russell Arms, 
Bedford Street, Ampthill Square, N.W., for the benefit of our esteemed 
member, Mr, J. Pipe (chairman of the above society), who is in distress through 
being out of work a considerable time. We hope brother anglers in particular 
and all his old friends will rally round him on this occasion and give him a 
bumper.—W. Brown, sec, 


rad 


~ 


~ was in the chair, 
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LOCH LOMOND ANGLING CLUB. 

This spirited club holds its annual competition at Inversnaid on Saturday, 
the 26thinst. Perhaps no such meeting throughout the whole kingdom is 
conducted with more enthusiasm, many of the members being local residents, 
so that great rivalry exists, and the occasion is, as the Highlanders phrase it, 
“a great’? day on Loch Lomond. Several prizes are given, the first being a 
gold medal, and the president of the club, Mr.’ John C. Dougall, Glasgow, 
gives a special extra prize for the three largest trout, and will deliver the prizes 
and address the members on the same evening. Loch Ard.—This beautiful 
lake, in the same district as Loch Lomond, is now being carefully preserved 
and stocked. Stringent measures are taken to reduce the number of pike to a 
minimum. Last year 25,000 Loch Leven trout-fry were introduced, and on 
15th inst. these were supplemented by 20,000 more. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS. f 
Several of the members of this society visited Wimbledon on the 2oth, and 
had some good sport among the eels, some of them weighing over a pound each. 
The annual supper will take place on June 6th, at The Prince Albert, East 
Surrey Grove, Peckham.—P1x1n, 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Members are informed that the next quarterly meeting will take place on 
June 6th, and those who wish to take part in the Amberley Competition on 
the 24th, and also to receive their Privilege Tickets, are requested to- attend 
on or before that day. A member visited Ford’s on the 2oth, through the 
account given by ‘‘ Sedge Willow,’? He saw Mr. DaCosta hard on the job, 
trying for carp, and also Mr Smith, who was not fishing. Our member is 
delighted with the shop, and means working it later on. He wishes me to return 
his thanks to ‘‘ Sedge Willow ”’ for the informa'ion.—PrxIz, 


SIR HUGH MYDDLETON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Only one member of this old-established society went out on the 20th inst.— 
-your humble servant. Iam pleased to say I caught what I went for—trout. 
When I reached the river I could not see a rise on the water, and thought that 
a good omen for my style of fishing on or near the bottom. I started with 
minnows, but did not getarun. I changed this bait for gudgeon, and had 
not been in more than a minute before I was into a good trout of between 
_4and51b. WhenI pinked him he rose from the water at least 3 feet, so I 
had a good opportunity of seeing the fish, and that was all I had of him, for 
the next moment he was off like the wind. My line, not running properly, 
broke off with’a twang. Well, I really pity that poor trout, with a No. 4 eyed 
hook in his throat, with 3 feet of gut attached, Will any gentleman inform me 
how long this poor fish must wear this badge of a clumsy angler? Fortune 
- favoured me after my last disaster. I took four trout in succession, the three 
largest 71b. 1 oz. My bait failing me at 11.30 a.m., I packed up and made 
tracks for Islington. 

P.S.—I beg to inform a number of the members of the above society that 
the Sir Hugh Myddleton Angling Society still exists, and is held at the club- 
house, Empress of Russia, St. John’s Street Road, Clerkenwell, where the 
secretary is to be seen every Sunday and Wednesday nights waiting for orders 
for the new privilege tickets. —-G. CAzorn, sec. 

May 21. 


—_. 





SOUTH LONDON. 
The annual supper of this old established society will take place on the. 31st, 
at Mr. Morris's, ‘‘ The George and Dragon,’’ Camberwell-road,S. Friends 
invited, bound to be amused, both internally and externally.—Prxir. 


STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of this society will take place next Wednesday, at the 
Holborn Restaurant, and I take this opportunity of reminding those members 
and friends who have not already secured their tickets that, as our numbers must 
on that occasion be limited, I shall be giad to receive immediate application for 
seats. Mr. Wheatstone secured two trout last week, the larger fish weighing 
5 lb. 13.02. Spinning on Saturday with light minnow tackle, [ hooked a large 
barbel by the back fin, and, as he was in a very heavy stream, I had arare fight 
with him, ultimately landing him. He proved to be a fish of about to lb. 
After bestowing regretful admiration upon him, seeing that it was fence 
month, I duly returned him into the river-—G. E. W. 





THE CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The second smoking-concert of the above society took place on Thursday, 
May 17, at the club-house, Duke of York, Wenlock Street, Hoxton, when 
there was a good attendance of the members and visitors. Mr. Chambers 
and Mr. Palmer the vice-chair, The chairman sang the 
first song. A comic song was sung by Mr. Harris, ‘The Happy Family,”’ 
and was encored, when he sang ‘‘Jemmy Johnson,” which was well 
received. Our member, Mr. Benjamin, gave ‘Love, We Part No More,” 
which was most entbusiastically received. Mr. Hillar, a new visitor, who is 
most decidedly a beautiful singer, gave ‘*Old Simon the Cellarer’’ in 
good style, also the Drinking song, ‘‘Jn Cellar Cool,’’ and for the encore he 
_ sung ‘The Bo’sun’s Mate.’’ Mr. Granfield gave a comic song, entitled, ‘A 
_ Lady in the Garden,” which was well received. Mr. Arthur Baker gave the 

reading from Dickens’s ‘‘Sketches by Boz,’’ ‘The Election for Parish Beadle,’’ 
in good style, and for the encore he gave a reading of “Carl the Blacksmith,” 
which he rendered almost to perfection, and was well appreciated. Messrs. 
Harris and Walsh gave a tune on their banjoes. Mr. Brook gave a song, 
** Never do Harm,’’ which was very well received. Our visitor, Mr. Gordon, 
gave a recitation of a ‘‘ Christmas Day in the Workhouse,”’ and was very much 
applauded. Our esteemed visitor, Mr. Noel, gave a comic song, ‘Do 

Much for Those When You Can,” which brought an encore. He then gavea 
history of a ‘‘Party,’’ which was most enthusiastically received. He wasa 
great acquisition toourconcert. Mr, Lee, our respected member, gave ‘‘ Wait 
Till the Clouds Roll By”? in a most excellent manner. Mr. Canton gave a 
comic song, “Dorothy Drew.’? Mr. Elliott, a member of Brothers Well 
Met, gave the song “The Jovial Carrier.” A very pleasant evening was 
passed. A vote of thanks was given to the chairman and vice-chairman, 
‘Pianist, Mr. Reeves, and the visitors. 





fHE GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The meetings of this society fully maintain their interest, and that of Tues- 
ay last was no exception tothe rule, F. G. Nawton, Esq., presided. Mr. 
Edwin Frost read an interesting description of the application of the skins of 
fish and amphibious animals to the production of leather, fur, &c., illustrating 
his remarks by specimens of various kinds, also giving samples of the oils 
known to commerce derived from this class of creatures; Mr. Frost’s collecy 
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tion was very complete, and when he kindly presented it to the society, Mr. 
Norman was good enough to promise a suitable case for them. A useful dis- 
cussion followed the reading of the paper, the Rev. John Walker, the chair~ 
man, Mr. Bates, and other members taking part, and at the close a very cordial 
vote of thanks was passed. It was afterwards resolved that the society 
endeavour to have papers read on angling or kindred topics as frequently as 
possible, and that the representatives of the Colonies, United States, and 
Foreign Powers attending the Great International Fisheries Exhibition be 
respectfully invited, the society desiring to extend to them the heartiest wel- 
come at any of their meetings. It being impossible to communicate personally 
with them all, the secretary was requested to give the announcement every 
publicity. The meetings of the society are held at Mason’s Hall Tavern, 
Mason’s Avenue, Coleman Street, E.C., every Tuesday evening, at seven 
o’clock, and on any of these evenings visitors may be certain of a very cordial 
reception, some members of the committee being always in attendance. Mr. 
Charles Bates gave some particulars of the Tournament, to be held at the 
Welsh Harp, Hendon, on Monday, June rith, and his ‘* Gresham Prize List ’’ 
received a very considerable addition, The committee have also voted two 
guineas to tha Fund, as was the case last year. Many distinguished visitors 
and competitors will be on the ground, and in the hands of Mr. Bates, to 
whom the entire arrangements have been wisely confided, a very successful 
gathering may certainly be anticipated. The tates of trout during the week 
have not'been up to expectation, some of the fish having been too small to 
retain; Dr. A. C. Tucker was, however, fortunate enough to secure a fine 
trout of 3 1b, from the Lea, and one or two other members have also been 
successful. The Rev. J. S. Walker was unanimously elected a country 
member, and two other candidates were nominated. During the evening Mr. 
Bates mentioned that he had attended the annual dinner of the Yare Preser- 
vation and Angling Society at Norwich, as the representative of the ‘‘ Gre- 
sham,’’ where he had a very warm reception, clearly indicating the respect in 
which the society was held. The dinner was a great success, and he was sure 
the Yare Preservation Society was doing a good work in the interest of all 
anglers. The usual musical selections followed, and a hearty vote of thanks to 
the chairman having been passed, the National Anthem brought the meeting 
to a close. —YE GRASSHOPPER. 


- THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

As information had been received that a grand trout would be on view on 
Monday evening, a large number of members were present, and were gratified 
with the sight of a fish weighing 14 1b., in splendid condition, caught at 
Hampton Court, by Mr. Ross Faulkner, piloted by W. Milbourne. In 
response to the toast of ‘‘ The Successful Angler,’’ the captor stated that the 
fish gave him good sport during the struggle. He was landed on the bank 
after some fifteen minutes’ play. As the water wasshallow, the fisherman 
went in up to his waist, and skilfully landed the same. It was caught spinning 
with a bleak on strong gut, with a fine dressed line, in the rough water of the 
weir, and has since been sent to Saunders for preservation. Herr Max 
von den Borne, one of the Commissioners to the Exhibition from the German 
Empire, and hon. member of the society, was present, and returned thanks to 
his toast, proposed by the chair. The usual toasts of ‘‘ The Piscatorial Society ”’ 
and ‘¢ The Chairman,’’ concluded the business of the evening.—J. L. 





THE UNITED BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above society is in a very flourishing condition as regards the increase of 
its members, also financially ; but the state of the weather during the whole 
of the past season has been so bad that scarcely any fish have been taken. In 
the Severn chub-fishers have had very poor catches. Not one good basket 
has been had. Joach and dace anglers have also been disappointed, but we 
hope that good baskets of all classes will be taken at the opening of the season. 
The trout are not very well up owing to the coldness, but will soon be so 
should the weather get warm and bring on the fly, which will, I think, give to 
the fly-fishers some good sport. A good pike was taken from the Avon, at 
Pershore, by the president, Mr. James Redding, weighing 154 1b., and, being 
a male fish, was in splendid condition. The fish was landed by a gentleman 
from Birmingham. Anglers visiting Kidderminster may obtain every infor- 
mation as to places for angling by applying at the club-house, Swan Hotel, 
Vicar Street, or to the Secretary, or any of the members. The Severn is very 
fine at present, and only wants a fresh run of water to brighten the prospect of 
the angler.~ EDwin LAWRENCE, sec. 





BIRMINGHAM.—Mr. Wilkes, of Acock’s Green, on Whit Monday, 
had a grand day’s sport in a brook at Earlswood, taking 120 roach 
and perch and 10 trout. 

INTERESTING TO ANGLERS.—A strange incident has occurred at 
Bracebridge Pool, Sutton Coldfield, near Birmingham, The keeper 
found a dead pike with a perch partly gorged in its mouth. Another 
pike had bitten off the tail of the dead one. 

THE TABLE QUALITIES OF GERMAN Carp.—Lexington, Ky.— 
Editor American Field.—Our country is getting pretty thoroughly 
stocked with German carp, and there is hardly a paper in the land 
but teems with praises of their wonderful growth, loveliness, adapta- 
bility to the shallow ponds, etc., etc., all of which we most unquali- 
fiedly indorse ; but how seldom do we hear one word as to their eating 
qualities. Although our esteemed senator from this district, who 
introduced them here three years ago, tells us they sell ‘‘ side by side” 
with tke best fish in the Washington, D. C., market, still that does 
not keep other Kentuckians, at least, from having theirtastes. From 
fifteen to twenty families around here have tried them at different 
times during the past year, and, except two persons who could eat 


‘them but didn’t relish them, they unhesitatingly pronounced them 


unfit toeat. They have tried them’ boiled, baked and fried, and 
discarded them every way. One lady says, they are weil-named 
leather carp, for she would prefer leather served in any style to them ; 
and, right here, might not our fish commissioners have mistaken their 
use, and ought we not to send a few to the tannery? Another person 
says he intends to keep raising them, for he knows they will prove 
valuable for soap grease. Such are some of their indorsements here, 
and we would like for others throughout the country not to think so 
much of them as we did, having them nearly three years before 
trying them, but to try them as soon as possible, and report the 
results, 
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THE EXHIBITION 


“FISHING GAZETTE” 
SUPPLEMENT. 


INDING that we cannot afford to give this every week without 
additional charge for the four pages, we have decided to 
issue it when pressure on our space leaves no room for articles 
on the Exhibition. 
Ouraccount of the Sea Fisheries Exhibitsis continued this week, 
and next week we hope to commence an exhaustive and careful 
notice of inland fishing-rods, tackle, &c. 





RIVER REPORTS. 





TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, MAy 26. 
Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge a a ee CRIS otk 65 0 Er) 
Putney .. ts va ae eee CES WRAP 5a) Gaete 
Kew... ai oe as oS) 555 ae a aeRO 
Richmond .. 5: ao Ae Beh Pegs ay, eee 


Ancholme District. 

T have only just returned from Fisheries Exhibition, so have not been able to 
pick up any notes this week. The weather is delightfully fine, and we may 
soon expect the advent of the green drake, which kills well in the Backs. here- 
abouts.—T, Forp, Caistor. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

There is a change in the weather for the better, still there is no good fishing. 
The wind is blusterous, and the line is very bad to keep on the water, yet there 
has been some fair sport. On the 18th the Rev. Mr. Oliver killed 10} lb. ; Mr. 
Dance, 53 brace; Mr. Styles, 4 brace. On the rgth, Mr. W. Dance, 7 brace ; 
Mr. Dance, 8 brace ; Mr. Styles, 5 brace; Mr. Gray, © brace. On the 21st, 
Mr. W. Dance, 9 brace; Mr. Dance, 9 brace; Mr. Styles, 6 brace. On the 
22nd, Mr. W. Dance, 5 brace; Mr. Styles, 4 brace; Mr. Gray, 6 brace. On 
the 23rd, Mr. W. Dance, 434 brace; Mr. Styles, 6 brace ; Mr. Gray, 6 brace ; 
Mr. G. R. Warwick, 4} brace, all with fly. Permission to fish can be obtained 
from Mr. Riddle, adjoining the inn ; season tickets, 5s—A GLASS, 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 

This river is in splendid condition for fishing, and the weather during the 
week has been all that the most exacting of the piscatorial fraternity could 
desire. All the week there has been a capital rise of trout, and they seem to 
have taken the worm on the bottom quite as freely as the fly on the top, The 
average takes have been from eight to ten brace per rod. The best killing flies 
have proved to be the iron blue, dotteril, bumble, and March brown; but the 
latter has been the most ‘‘ fetching’? bait WHEATSHEAF HotfEL. 


Dove. 


The weather ail the week has been positively splendid, and we have had a 
great number of anglers out daily. The river has run down rather low, but 
sport has improved and the surface of the water is almost alive with naturals. 
In fact, if the elements continue as mild as at present, we shall have the green 
drake out in the course of a week or so. Dove Dalejust now is looking beauti- 
ful, and from the tourist rodster, no matter in what part of the country he may 
reside, I can confidently recommend a visit, as nothing can possibly afford him 
greater pleasure. The trout dishes during the week have averaged seven brace 
per rod in the preserved waters and five brace on the public lengths. I hear 
of a capital take of ten brace neai Rocester, at the latter end of last week. 
These were all caught with the yellow May dun. The other killing flies 
have been the mulberrydun, the golden dun midge, the spider, and the little 
iron blue. Dibbing has been followed with fair success under bushes, but the 

bottom fishers, owing to the fineness of the waters, are not doing a yreat deal. 


—THE SPLODGER. 
Exe (Exeter), 


Some fair takes of trout have been made since my last report with black 
gnat, stone fly, and dark blue, and I landed five trout this week weighing 
respectively I lb., $ lb., 33 Ib. average, and one 1} Ib., in private water, with 
worms, including a nice eel 15 lb. The weather is very warm, and fishermen 
generally have not had much cause for complaint, although a few showers 
would bring the fish well on the feed again. 

P.S8.—I should be much obliged to anyone telling me where to procure good 
netting-twine (and any works on netting) for immediate use.—Address, 
Linden Vale, Exeter.—J. A. Kriizy. F 


Exe (Tiverton). 
The river is again low and clear, and very little is being done except in the 
evening at dusk, when for a short time fish have sported very freely to the 
yellow May dun, Hawthorne, and blue upright—WM. MupDFoRDb. 


Findorn (Inverness.) 

I have had three days’ trout fishing on the above, last week, but sport was 
not very good, owing to the flooded state of the water, and cold east winds. On 
Tuesday, the 15th, I killed eighteen trout weighing 10 lb ; Wednesday, the 
16th, thirty trout weighing 17 Ib., and Thursday, the 17th, eighteen trout 
weighing 11 lb. The flies killing best were blue dun, worm fly, and March 
brown ; the best months for trout fishing on this water are May and June.— 
DoNALD WATSON. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing from the boats with ground lines still continues very slack, and 
the trawling skiffs have brought up very little fish from the bay, owing to there 
not being wind enough to tow their trawl. On Friday evening a gentleman, 
fishing with rod and line from the jetty, caught a ling about 12 lb., and some 
whiting. There is very good sport with hand lines from the rocks, both early 
morning and late evening tide, for whiting, tamlin, cod, and pollack. Several 
cod, ling, skate, and thornback have been caught at the Spillers. ;A few 
lobsters and crabs are brought in daily from the pots. Weather at present 
mild.—E. COMER. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED.] 


There have been some fine trout seen in the Wilder. A lad groping caught 
one as large as a herring ; and some good sport is had now at the rocks behind 
Compass Hill, Shallow Path, and the Capstone for whiting, pout, and tamlin 
cod. On Saturday the trawling skiffs brought up from the bay some fine soles 
and plaice, that being their best catch for the season, A small seine was set at 
the mouth of the harbour on Tuesday; they hauled 17 lb. soles, 13 lb. plaice, 
1 lb. bass, 41b., and several mullet. They have had bettersport this week, fishing 
from the boats with ground lines. Some good strings of whiting and pollack 
have been caught. Several fine lobsters have been brought in from the pots, 
some weighing over 4 Ib. each, and a fewcrabs. Two large ling were brought 
in, caught at the Spiller this morning. A few bass have been seen in the offing ; 
some boats have gone on the ground to-day with their patent baits to try for 
them. A quantity of small fish is caught from the pier head and jetty with rod 
and hand lines. Weather mild.—K. Comer. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Weather favourable for fishing still: the nets are killing some salmon this 
week. We have broken weather and heavy showers enough fo cause a fresh, 
there is a great deal of peal in the lakes at present, and some of the largest 
taken for some time past. On 9th I got two peal of 4 lb. each, and three salmon 
12, It, 10lbs.; on roth, one salmon, 12 lbs.; on 11th I got four salmon, 15, 
13, 10, 11 lbs., anda peal of 53 1b., the largest peal taken for the season. On 
same day, Eugene Cournane one salmon 12 1b., William Barden one salmon 
14 lb; Pat Clifford one 121b., Tom Ellet one g lb., Michael Glessome two 
solmon 20 lb., Daniel Twomey 2 doz. trout, George Bastable 2 doz. more; 
John Callaghan , 2 doz. trout; Sam Huggard 2} doz. trout; on 14th, Messrs. 
Lords, one salmon 141b.; Eugene Cournane two salmon 20 Ib., Robin 
Robert, two salmon, 20 1b., Tim M’Carthy, two salmon, 201b.; on 15th, 
Messrs. Lords two salmon, 211b, ; Next day two salmon, 211b., Robin Robert, 
two salmon, 21 lb.; 15th Tim M’Carthy, one to lb., Daniel Hayse, one 
10 lb.; Frank Robert, one 11 lb.; R. Hillard one Io lb., which ends the repota 
for this week,—Tim M. CArtHy. 

[Received too late for last week..—ED, ] 

We have real summer weather at Killarney at present, not very good for the 
fishing ; the nets are not getting any salmon—water too low. On 17th, Mr. 
Lords, two salmon, 22 lb., next day, three salmon, 31 lb. On 18th, Tim 
M‘Carthy, two salmon, 20 Ib.; Pat Clifford, one 12 lb., Robin Robert, 
two salmon, 21 lb.; Tom Robert, one, to 1b.; Daniel Hayse, one, 11/b. On 
2oth, Daniel Hayse got two salmon, one 14 and one to lb. ; Mr. J. D. Curtayne, 
one salmon, 183 1b. ; Mr. O’Connell, of Lake View, got three salmon on the 
Lawn, 38 lb.; George Bastable, two’ dozen trout; Daniel Twomey, two dozen 
trout ; Pat Murphy, two dozen trout ; Captain Fox, 2} dozen trout ; Lieutenant 
Williams, 3} dozen trout; A. H. Brooksbank, three dozen trout ; E. Bomant, 
two salmon, 20 1b. On 23rd, Jerry Robert, one salmon, 12 1b. ; Pat Clifford, 
one, Io lb. : Tim M‘Carthy, one, 13 1b. : Frank Robert, one salmon, 11]b. ; Dan 
Hayse, one, 11 lb. ; Caharnane net, 15 salmon, Glena net, 20 salmon, Muck- 
ross, 18 salmon.—T1m M‘CArTuy. 


Lea (Ferry Boat). 

The late fine weather has caused the fish to show themselves on the shallows, 
and such a sight of fish has never been seen here of carp, bream, chub, barbel, 
and roach. There has been fair sport this last week among the chub anglers ; 
Mr. H. Chapman, Stone, Rolt, Sibley, having nice catches. Mr. A. Gill had 
a nice one of 35 1b, last evening, and lost a grouser. This water will open 
for angling on the Ist of June, and good sport should be had with the dace if 
the fly is used.—J. G. 

Lea (Ware). 


This week we have had summer weather, and the last few days have been 
such as to induce any lover of fishing to visit our banks; although the sun has 
had really tropical power, it has beea tempered by a fresh breeze, and the 
evenings have been warm. Nothing of a size to call especial notice has been 
taken, the largest coming under my notice being from 2 to 3 1b. Stiil. the 
river is abundant with fine trout, as two of the Brunswicks can testify; they 
saw plenty, but had to come off second best. But better luck next time, Sir 
Harry.—H. STARLING. 

Leicester. ; 

Angling news in Leicester is very quiet at present, the only item of any note 
being the capital take of trout last Tuesday a few miles from Leicester, a 
gentleman landing seven brace. Anglers are eagerly anticipating the time 
when they can recommence operations, and a number are to be found along the 
river banks watching the myriads of small fry that are now showing on the 
shallows. From the keepers’ reports and present appearances there is every 
prospect of good sport for the opening.—ALERT, 


Lodden. 

Fishing is now in splendid condition, the water and weather being all that 
can possibly be desired. Flies in abundance, and the chub are a complete 
nuisance to trout anglers ; as many as four of the former to one of the latter as. 
arule have been taken, hooked. Trout are plentiful, a fine creel of eight 
weighing as many pounds, Between the hours of 8 and 9.30 p.m. it is a grand 
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sight to see the fish rising at the flies. For a distance of seven hundred yard 
it is one mass of jumping fish, not only on the surface, for they leap some many 
inches beyond their own length out of the water, giving the latter the appear- 
ance of being disturbed by a heavy shower of marbles. The flies most taking 
are Little’s Alexandra No. 5, and Little’s minnow fly No. 9 in his ‘¢ Anglers’ 
Complete Guide and Companion.’’—FRANK GOSDEN. 


Lough Conn, 


Salmon Fishing, on Saturday, Jim Hearns, fisherman, of Mill Street, Ballina, 
accompanied by Mr. White, of Dublin, killed, on Lough Conn four splendid 
spring fish, weighing respectively 18} 1b., 16 lb., 14 lb. and 12 1b., hooking 
two at one cast. All this was done with Jim Hearns’ newly-invented and now 
celebrated flies, ‘‘ Skin the Goat’’ and ‘‘ Fenian,’ similar to those recently 
purchased from him by his Excellency, the Lord Lieutenant, and Mr. Courtney 
Boyle. Jim's case of salmon flies (including those named above) can now be 
seen in Messrs. Sampson Low and Co.’s Exhibit, Division 60, Class VI., 
No. 1023, at the Great International Fisheries Exhibition. 


Lune (Carnforth). 


There were some good baskets of trout taken last week. Mr. W. Holmes- 
Arkholme, got six brace of beauties on Saturday night. Water fine, wind 
south-west ; barometer falling ; thermometer 61 at noon.—PIscATOoR. 

[You are running your head against a brick wall. Mr. Beresford only cast 
his net just to see what he could catch, and did not keep the fish, and the 
smelts referred to by Mr. Salter are not salmon or trout fry at all.—EDp.] 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

I never remember to have seen a better season for spawning of coarse fish, 
and during the latter part of last and the early part of thisweek the bream, 
carp, chub, and roach have been busy on the beds. The weather was every- 
thing that could be desired, and the number of fish seen is considered greatly 
in excess of previous years, so that there is a splendid promise of good sport 
when the season opens. On Tuesday evening, Foster, the water- bailiff, shot a 
prime dog otter near the Powder Mills, which weighed no less than 23} lb.— 
YE MEDWAY WATER:RAT. 


Nene (Northampton). 

Since my last report fishing in this district has been a complete blank until 
the mild weather set in. During the past week a number of anglers have been 
out, and some have taken a few nice eels, chub, and roach, Mr. Smith taking 
two nice bags of eels, of 10 lb. and 14 1b., during the past week in the lower 
water of the Nene Angling Club. A number of gentlemen have enjoyed the 
privilege of fishing in the private water of W. Rigby, of the Half Moon, Bridge 
Street, taking some nice bags of eels.—T, F. 


Taw and its Tributaries (North Devon). 


The rivers, with last Friday and Saturday’s rain, have risen a few inches and 
become discoloured, and many of the kelts went down into the sea, and a few 
_ more fresh run took their place. The graveling (young salmon) are all gone, 
I heard of a few dishes of trout taken in the Bray on Monday, running from 
two to five dozen. One gent, in the thick water with the ‘‘ wum,’’ filled a 
large basket, But the ri vers are back again to the lowest possible pitch, an d 
the weather quite warm. I heard of asalmon taken inthe nets about a week 
ago, and shown for the fresh fish (because ta ken in the tidal water) ina fish- 
monger’s shop, anda maa who helped to catch it gave me a salmon fly he took 
from its mouth, and I recognised it as a fy Thad made and given a gentleman 
not quite a month before twenty miles up the river, and he said, when I pre- 
sented it to him again, ‘‘ Yes, it wasa fish I had on for forty minutes and then 
broke me.”” Yet the fishmonger assured his customers it was quite fresh going 
up. The best of men may err, but one can scarcely understand how people 

can be found to eat such stuff.—RusTy GAME. 

[Received too late for insertion last week.—ED., | 


Thames (Datchet). 

The water is in fine condition for trout-fishing. A few fish have been taken. 
G. Paicg Eton Wick, caught a nice fish of 4 1b., and I had one myself 6 lb. 
on Bank Holiday I hooked another. THe ran all my line out. I broke my 
rod to save the line. Ithrew the rod in. When I picked it up he was gone. 
The 61b. fish was a very bad one. He was 2 foot 5 inches in length, and 
might have weighed 12 or 13]b. I ought to have sent the above last week. 
James Gray caught two fish last Monday, weighing something over 5 lb., and 
another man caught two off the Cobler something over 31b. G. Dawe, an 
amateur, caught one Sunday morning up the Brocas 441b. There has been a 
fish feeding near Windsor Bridge estimated to weigh 5 or 61b. Wednesday 
(mid-day) Mr. Bambridge’s attention was called to him feeding. He went 
and offered him a live bait from the bridge. He had a run with the fish; in a 
moment took his bait clean off. Any further attempt to lure him was useless. 


G, LUMSDEN. 
Thames (Halliford). 


Wind, weather, and water all that can be desired for trouting, and the trout 
well on the feed. Mr. George Palmer fishing with me on Tuesday the 
22nd inst, caught two trout, one weighing 4} 1b. spinning, and the other over 
2 lb with a fly. The same gentleman fishing with me on the 23rd inst, (Wednes- 
day), had two rises and missed them. I took his rod, and the third throw 
caught one weighing 5} lb (spinning.) Mr. Thomas Field fishing with me to- 
day, Thursday, 24th, took one weighing 32 1b belonging to the Richmond 
Piscatorials —GEORGE ROsEWELL. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River very low, and we are wanting rain to clean and get the river in order 
before we canexpect any good baskets of trout being made. The salmon are 
very plentiful, and can be seen sporting in every pool. Many have been hooked 
and lost, and I hear of six being taken this last week. Many little lots of 
trout have also been taken of an evening by local fishermen.—PRACTICAL 
ANGLER. 


Tweed and Teviot: 


Spring salmon angling with the rod on Tweed and Teviot has now virtually 
ended. Since the opening of the fishing in February, the season has not, asa 
whole, been a very successful one, either for lesees or individual anglers in the 

_ neighbourhood. On some occasions the takes have been fair, but the sport has 
not nearly come up to the expectations formed by anglers in this district, before 
and after the opening of the fishing. On the netting stations in the Coldstream 
district the takes have been, generally speaking, very fair, while on some waters 
they have been very good. Theriver is at present very low and clear, so that 
little or nothing can be done, and a rattling good flocd is required very much. 


Berwick net salmon fishings.—From the date when these fishings commenced 
up to the present time, the produce of the various stations has been good, and 
although they have fluctuated somewhat of late, still, on the whole, they keep 

wonderfully well up, and the season can scarcely be termed anything less than 

a most satisfactory one, as far as it has gone. On Saturday last the numbers 

got were good, although on Monday and Tuesday there was a falling off. Prices 
to-day :—Salmon, Is. 6d. ; trout. 1s. 5d. per lb. For the corresponding period 
last year:—Salmon, Is. 6d.; trout, 1s. 5d. Trout fishing.—Although the 
rivers are not in the best possible trim for trouting, still fair baskets are being 

got, especially during the evening. One day last week, on Teviot, 9 lb. was 
killed with ‘‘creeper,’’ while one of 5 lb. was got by Mr. R. Newton on the same 
river—one trout in this lot weighing fully 2 1b. A good many fair baskets have 
been got on the Tweed, and the Eden has also added its quota, one take of 
between 5 and 6 }b. being got on this river. The rivers at present are very low 
and fine, and a flood much required. While the tacksman and assistant of the 
Nith salmon-fishings at Dumfries were drawing their net near the Suspension 
Bridge, on Saturday, it was found to contain a large dog otter. The animal 
was captured with some difficuty, and killed. It weighed 19 lb. Weather 
beautitul, glass steady, and wind from the west.—MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the Wye and Derwent have been pretty well attended to this week, 
the sudden outbreak of summer weather luring many anglers to the river side, 
but Iam very sorry to say sport with the artificial flies, especially in the middle 
of the day, has been but very middling; and only very few trout have been 
killed. The best fishing times have been early in the morning, and io the 
evening, viz., from 4 to 6-30 p.m. The fish have risen very nicely at these 
times, chiefly at the yellows, blacks, red spinners, and spider flies, and baskets 
from 3 to 84 brace per angler have been made. The best killing flies are the 
yellow dun, dotteril, red palmer, ribbed with gold facing, and spider flies. 
There has been some good trout killed on the Derwent by dibbing under the 
bushes and trees in the middle of the day, with the natural black flies, or small 
blue bottle flies. Four-and-half brace of good trout were killed on the 
Whatstandwell length on Thursday by dibbing. There have also beena few 
trout killed by trolling, with the artificial Derby trout kille’ on the Derwent, 
between Rousby and Matlock Bath. The bottom fishers only fish early and 
late, and I hear their takes, as a rule, have been very bad, some of them not 
having a single bite, although they used ant-eggs, maggotts, and worms for 
baits. There have been several fish killed with night lines about Matlock, both 
large large eels and trout, with minnows and worms for baits. Sport on the 
ponds has been very good of an evening; red spinner, spider, and same flies 
have been taking well.—G. J. EATon. 


Yare (Norwich). 

The angling on this river is now, of course, not good; still, the past fine 
warm weather has induced many who have leisure to go down and enjoy the 
lovely air and just wet a line to keep their hand in. Catches have here and 
there been numerous, though they have been small; but to my way of thinking 
it is almost a pity to kill any fish just now, and during the next month I do not 
expect Norwich anglers will do so, though they may go out and try their 
skill in hooking the little ones. The clubs are now busy making arrangements 
for the season which is fast approaching, and as Iam authoritatively informed 
that the Home Secretary has sanctioned the bye-law of the Norfolk and 
Suffolk Conservators (which they adopted in response to an appeal from the 
Yare Preservation Society) to stop all drag-netting in all waters within the 
district of the Norfolk and Suffok Fisheries Act, this will be welcome news 
to most anglers, and their warmest thanks and their support should be accorded 
to the Yare Society, and especially to J. O. Howard Taylor, Esq , who worked 
hard to attain this result—ROBERT MOLL. 

Yore (Hawes-) 

A week ago last Sunday the water was nicely stirred. On the day before I 
got 73 1b., and heard of several very nice dishes being taken. I had fished up 
to Hawes Junction where I met several anglers making their way for the 
Whitsuntide holidays to the happy hunting grounds of Wensleydale and 
Swaledale. On the Monday many rods were out on both dales, but the takes 
were almost mz/. I fished the ground I had gone over on the previous Satur- 
day and only took ten small fish; do as you liked, they would not stir. All 
Whit week was a complete blank as well as this week so far. The water is 
very low and clear. The bottom of all the streams are covered with a thick 
growth of slimy moss. The wind has got into the south.west, so I am looking 
fora change. The barometer as yet stands very high, although on the fall. 
I intend having a turn into Hell Ghyll and down Mallerstang on the first avail- 
able opportunity. Hell Ghyll fish are somewhat small, but very game when 
hooked. I also purpose visiting the head waters of the Swale. During my 
midsummer holidays I shall no doubt have an opportunity of visiting Ingleton 
and Kingsdale, and will give you what information I can gather concerning the 
different places I visit at different times.—JosEPH Corry. 


Yore and Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


I read the other day a statement that ‘‘ England has no climate, but many 
weathers,’’ and I quite agree with the writer, as last week it was as cold almost 
as January, and as I write one is reminded of July. Iam sorry to say, however, 
that the sudden change has not improved matters piscatorial, and those anglers 
who took a trip to London to see the opening of the Fisheries Exhibition had 
decidedly the pull over those who wended their way to some favourite stream. 
On Monday there was a nice-coloured water in the Wharfe, but rather too much 
in the Yore. I went to the latter named river, but met with little encourage- 
ment—I tried minnow, worm, fly, and creeper, but it was all of noavail. The 
best fish of the day was taken by a Bradford angler, who ledgered the strong 
streams and eddies with worm. It was a trout in splendid condition, weighing 
about a pound, He toldme that he lost a much larger one. I fishedon a pre- 
served length of the Wharfe on Tuesday, and met with better success, killing 
five brace of nice trout, partly with minnow and partly with fly. The gentles 
man who accompanied me killed exactly the same number, but being accus~ 
tomed to kill his seventeen and eighteen brace upon some waters, he was not 
particularly elated at the result ; it was ‘‘ good enough ’”’ for me, however, espe- 
cially following on my experiences of the previous day. I cannot make out 
what the trout are feeding upon this season—you scarcely ever see a fish rise, 
On Monday the green tail and yellow dun were thickly on the Yore, but I never 
saw a rise all day excepting at my own flies; and the same remark applies to 
the Wharfe. As I caught nearly all my fish upon the shallows, I think that 
the stone-fly creeper must be monopolising their attention. The stone-fly 
should appear in about another week’s time, and, that bait should arouse 
Mr. Trout from his present apathy; therefore, my brothers in misfortune, let us 
hope—at times that is an angler’s sustenance, combined with sundry other 
creature comforts rather more substantial —FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





A. B.—We fear things are too quiet in the Jine you refer to for us to be able 
to help you; if we hear of anything, will let you know. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. ] 


THE FORTHCOMING TOURNAMENT. 

S1R,—Referring to the report of the Piscatorial Society, in the GAZETTE of 
May 109, I notice that Mr. Gregory, of Birmingham, is reported to have said, in 
reference to the Tournament and the Nottingham competitions, that ‘‘he 
attended last year with his ordinary tackle, and found that he had no chence, 
as others had specially prepared lines of extreme lightness and strength. He 
suggested that all competitors shou'd use the same line, rod, and winch, and a 
weight of at Jeast 2 oz.”’ 

Now, Sir, I feel so certain on this point that I will venture to say, so far as 
the amateurs are coucerned, that neither of them used specially-prepared lines. 
There was, however, one gentleman who used an ordinary Nottingham un- 
dressed line, ‘‘ of extreme lightness,’’ which either kinked, tangled, or broke. 
I remember thatsome mishap occurred to it by which the competitor ‘‘ found that 
he had no chance,’’ but it was from quite a different reason to the one alleged 
by Mr. Gregory, as stated in the report. I do not remember the name of the 
gentleman, but I know it was not Mr. Little, neither was it myself. The whole 
of the tackle I used on that occasion, with the exception of the rod and winch 
(not line), I used in the Amateur Nottingham casting, was lent me on the spot 
by the kindness of other competitors. I do not at all suppose that Mr. G., 
desires to impute to the other competitors that they had an undue advan- 
tage over himself; but he certainly does allege that he was placed at a disadvan- 
tage by the use of ‘‘ specially prepared lines,’’ and as I know such was not the 
case, I think the allegation should be denied. At the forthcoming Competition, 
the trials of skill should be as practical as possible, and the finest Nottingham 
lines should not be used for castiag line or spinning baits which, if actually 
taken by fish, would no doubt be snapped forthwith. Such lines will easily kill 
4 or 5 lb. chub in clear water, but could not be used for jack fishing purposes. 
The suggestion that all competitors should use the samerod, line, and winch, would 
be impracticable and unfair, unless at least five minutes’ preliminary practice be 
allowed with it, for one cannot be expected to make a good cast with a rod and 
winch which has never before been in his hands, and of which he has not the 
least idea of its weight, spring, or balance. Ifmy recollection is correct, I think 
at the first Tournament Mr. Little threw over fifty yards with an ounce-and- 
a quarter weight. It would no doubt be interesting to see how far a two-ounce 
weight could be thrown ; but I think for all practical purposes one of an ounce- 
and-a-half should not be exceeded.—I am, &c., 

R. W. Hoppen. 

23, Blomfield-road, W., May 24. 





THAMES TROUTING. 

Str,—I have recently tried a new flight for spinning baits, or rather an 
alteration of the old four triangle gut flights and lip hook. Ihave had the 
hook of the three upper triangles that is fixed in the baits made much larger the 
tail triangle remaining as heretofore. I find this preserves the bait in 
spinning, and acts almost as a double flight. In some cases with a small bait the 
hooks pass right through the fish. Thinking some other Thames anglers would 
like to try the flight, Isend you description. 

While on the subject of Thames trouting I want to draw your readers’ 
attention to a growing evil, and one that should be remedied—the sooner the 
better. Ireferto the practice of professional fishermen fishing for Thames 
trout, either with a customer or without. The supply of trout is not so prolific 
that any can be spared, and there can surely be no sport or credit to an angler 
to have his fish hooked or played by a professional. I would suggest that, as 
the professional fisherman’s aim is to provide sport and pleasure to his patrons, 
that they should give up handling a rod at all. It would be far more ptofitable 
in the end:—-I am, &c., ENS Bin cae 

[Your alteration in the flight is a very good one, but is not new ; it is an old 
Trent dodge, we believe. Dr. Brunton showed it to us some months ago, and 
we have had flights made like it. Every angler who sees a professional fisher- 
man fishing for Thames trout should report him; so he can be avoided by anglers. 
These men—and there are stilla few whodo it—ought to be avoided by all 
anglers. They are always grumbling at the lack of customers, and yet do not 
scruple to go and kill every feeding fish they can get hold of.—ED. } 


PERCH EATING THEIR OWN SPAWN. : 

S1R,—A short time ago, being upon a gentleman’s private water, I noticed 
perch feeding upon spawn. [I called the attention ofa countryman to the 
subject, and he assured me he had frequently noticed the same thing, and told 
me both eels and perch devoured spawn ravenously. Then why, Mr. Editor. 
should these destructive fish of prey be protected by Act of Parliament ? No 
wonder fish are getting so scarce. Ishould like to hear some other of your 
practical readers’ opinions upon the subject of throwing out fish of prey from 
enforced protection. Why protect the fish that are destroying our sport ?>—I 
am, &c., S. J. Porter. 

4, Hampton-street, Walworth, S.E. 

[The pike is not protected in Germany—some day we may see the folly of 
protecting him here, except in places where he is wanted. © He will eat three 
times his own weight of fish in a week ifhe can get them.—ED. ] 





: y GRAINING AND THE RIVER ALT. 

S1e,—This extremely handsome,fish will rise to the fly occasionally: The 
best bait in the Alt, however, is a well-scoured cockspur. When hooked he 
fights desperately, rushing about from side to side and leaping out of the water 
very much like a trout, unless he is lugged out molens volens, as I have seen the 
appt fishing the es river ue frequently, 

_ On one occasion I, having a day to spare, had gone to th i 
it would be unfishable in dw we ae i the nei rain Btlihe SCG Mate 
but on my arriving there I found, to my great delight, the water in the best of 
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condition—a nice clear brown, and running ata smart walking pace. I felt at 
once I should get fish, and after a flying visit to the Punch Bowl inn close by I 
tackled up. I fishthe Alt in this way. After ascertaining the right depth, I 
set the bait going, andas the stream carries it along I follow it, rod_in hand, 
some seven or eight yards behind the float, which is sailing steadily down. 
About two yards from the float I fix a small guide float, with which I can direct 
the bait float without checking its onward course, anc keep it well clear of the 
sides, &c. As soon as the float goes down [ s'rike firmly, and rarely miss 
hooking the fish, as they are obliged on meeting the bait to take it well into 
their mouths at once or let it go by. Well, this time I had fished about half 
a mile, and had taken several very fine roach and a couple of graining, quite 
7 or 8 oz. each, when, to my chagrin, I sawa yokel suddenly appear from 
behinda bank about a hundred yards in front of me, rodin hand. He had 
evidently just put his tackle together—that is, tied a line to the end of a long 
ash pole—and was preparing to commence. Seeing me, he hesitated whether 
to turn tail or not—the river being strictly looked after—but soon made up his 
mind and began. I tried all I could to get in front of him, and did once or 
twice succeed by cutting off a corner or two, but he was past me again directly 
owing to the time it took me to play and land my fish, as I was using a fly-rod 
with astiffish top. But the way this countryman struck and landed those fish 
was a caution ; he mada no bones about it. The hooking and landing were 
simultaneous: up went his ash-plant and out came the fish, whizzing through 
the air with a force that would have knocked a man down—a fate that nearly 
befell me, as I had incautiously got too rear him ; but seeing him strike, and 
knowing his peculiar propensity, I ducked out of danger just in time, to his very 
great enjoyment, and I shall not soon forget the grin that covered his face at 
my narrow escape. ; 

On comparing our takes at the end of our limit he had three fish to my one, 
and a fine lot ofroach and graining he had, and three trout as well. ButTI 
enjoyed the sport probably better than he did, as I had the excitement of play- 
ing’ and landing my fish, whereas his style was amere exertion of brute 
strength.—I am, &c., R. WcoLFAalt, 

Hon. sec. Liverpool Angling Association. 


TOO LONG A CLOSE TIME. FOR SALMON; 

Sir,—A copy of your FisHinG GAZETTE was put into my hands on my 
journey from this great City of London to Edinburgh. ‘‘M. L.”’ is quite right 
regarding roach. But it is of more importance for salmon. In Scotland, ever 
since 1863, when the fishing season was shortened, large quantities of salmon, 
grilse, and trout are diseased; and the diseases affecting the fry, we will soon 
have fishless rivers. The Government won’t take practical men’s advice, and 
they are in a fair way of ruining all our rivers. No doubt it was done to favour 
anglers; but lam confident in saying fewer salmon have been caught since 
than before it, and the dead and dying are taken out in thousands. The disease 
is not a new thiag in our rivers. I have observed it less or more for sixty years, 
but ever since 1863 twenty for one have been seen. Frank Buckland was 
puzzled about it, and held very many meetings for information. But he con- 
fessed I have given the most decided proof of what it was than a)] he had 
heard. ‘The disease is simply this :—Before 1863 the nets carried on fishing till 
the run of the grey schule took place; now they are off the river a month 
before. ‘The consequence is, a larger quantity get up the river and on to the 
spawning grounds. They soon get starved for want of food; then the males 
fight for the females, kill one another, sink to the bottom, get putrid—then 
a fungus gets all over them. After it is ripe it throws off its seeds, and these 
in due form fly through the water, attaching themselves on whatever has life in 
it. Itsickens the fish, and, in agony, they swim about until someone pulls 
them on shore, or they fall to the bottom to bea feast for the eels. The only 
cure is to wash the fungus off ard dip them wellin strong salt and water. This 
was tried here at the Scotch Exhibition in April, and the salmon experimented 
upon is still in the tank as lively as ever this season, as a proof how easily cured. 
—I am, &c., AN OLD WALTONIAN, 

[ Yes, please send, as you suggest, a short article-—Eb. ] 





POACHING IN THE BOSTON WATERS. 

S1tr,—Notwithstanding the heavy penalty. twice inflicted on the aching 
fraternity of this neighbourhood, as recent as last March, associates of the same 
gang—urged on, no doubt, by ‘‘ the leading spirit,’”,—-seem determined to set 
the law and the Boston Angling Association at defiance. On Friday, the 11th 
inst., Edward E. Leek and Thomas Perrin—both fishermen by profession— 
were caught netting in the Hob-Hole drain, not far from Frieston doors; they 
were taken red-handed in the act of drawing by the rural police, Sergeant 
Rippin and Police-ccnstable Tipler, who found freshwater fish in their posses- 
sion. 

The case was brought before the county magistrates, at the Sessions House, 


on Wednesday, the 16th inst., when the transgressors were each fined fos., _ 


and costs about £1 9s,, the net to be destroyed. Considering they had broken 
the law of the land and not a mere by-law of the Witham Commissioners, the 
-penalty imposed seems somewhat light when compared with that inflicted for 
breaking a by-law on March Ist and qth; still, it was their first offence. Their 
solicitor’s fee would probably have been a couple of guineas each, and the gross 
expenses would undoubtedly be most keenly felt by men in such a humble 
position, thanks to the energetic little band of workers, who not only put the 
officers on the trail, but rendered personal assistance in the capture. They have 
shown that not only are they able, but ever ready, to do their duty. Be it 


noted, the majority of them are members of the committee. I am told the. 


association are looking out for a new water- bailiff—and not before time, the old 
one was not of much use! It is a fact that every one of the three recent con- 
victions have been brought about at the instigation and personal assistance of 
the before-mentioned ‘‘ little band.’’ 

Is there truth in that whisper I hear, that ‘‘ the Gammy-ites’”’ are bidding 
over the head of the association to rent part of their waters for the purpose of 
netting for eels? As the Yankees say, they may ‘‘ reckon ’’ without their host 
if they think that they can then do a little bit of poaching under cover—it may 
not be such plain sailing as they expect.—Iam, &c , 

THE BOSTON BITTERN. 





THE IZAAK WALTON HANDKERCHIEF. 
S1r,—In your issue of the 12th, you had a short notice of this handkerchief, 


made by Messrs. Critchley, Brinsley, and Co., of Macclesfield, in which you ~ 


said :—‘‘ All evidently taken from some yery early edition of Walton, judging 
from the ludicrous drawings of fish and the antiquated information.” 

A FY old Walton handkerchief having been in my family for three genera- 
tions, I bought one of Messrs. C., B., and Co., and find it to be a reproduction 


vw | 
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of the one I have, or rather a wretched copy of a handkerchief of the same date 
(for there may be another). I wrote Messis. C., B., and Co., asking if they 
had the original, or could they say where it was? To this I received no reply, 
However antiquated the information, our forefathers knew that Salmo salar, as 
a rule, had a dorsal and adipose fin (which are depicted in mine) ; but these are 
ignored by Messrs. C., B., and Co. Fancy having ‘‘ forty winks’? under such 
amass of malfcrmations! Why, a fisherman’s dreams would be of fin'ess fish. 
—Ilam, &c., THomas J. MAnn. 





FLY-FISHING-SPINNING. 

Sir,—1 intend to be very brief in this last letter, not because I have nothing 
to say in reply to ‘¢A. R. I. E. L ,’”’ but rather because to take in detail all his 
arguments (many of them by no means fair or to the point) would be a weari- 
some task, and also because I have been most unwillingly dragged into the con- 
troversy, which has now assumed a phase very unsuitable to the pages of the 

GAZETTE, and condemned heartily by numbers of its readers. Moreover, 
the Editorial ‘‘ Hallelujah ”’ is too significant and expressive. 

Bearing in mind how this controversy began, I think anyone else in my place 
would have felt intensely irritated at finding his name dragged forward and 
figuring more than twenty times in along, ramb'ing, irrelevant letter of several 
columns, when the whole of my queries might have been reasonably answered 
in afew lines. Any annoyance displayed in my letter of April 28th was, I 
submit, only natural, and, under the circunstances, not wholly inexcusable. 
As for the alleged personalities in that letter, aftee the style of answer it has 
evoked, it certainly is quite unnecessary for me to notice the accusation. I 
leave others to judge whether in this respect ‘* A. R. I. E. L.”’ himself comes 
out with clean hands. 

Finally, I appeal confidently to the Editor and readers of this paper to say 
whether, throughout this discussion, “A R.I.E, L.’’ has been just and 
reasonable in the construction put on my writing, consistent in his argument, 
releyant in quotation, and fair in his use of ridicule. 

Further, I would ask, has he succeeded in his self-imposed task ? His he en- 
hanced his own reputation, or vindicated the honour of the FisH1nG GAZETTE 
by his last effusion ?—I am, &c., Hoag. ELALL, 

[ We regret extremely this unfortunate c ntroversy (which is now quite closed) 
should have ever taken place ; but it is, as our readers will admit, difficult to see 
what a little sparring may leadto! Wedo not intend to express an opinion 
on the merits or demerits of the affair—our readers can judge for themselves. 
—ED.] 





“THAT WHICH SHOULD ACCOMPANY OLD AGE. AS HONOUR, 
LOVE, OBEDIENCE, TROOPS OF FRIENDS.” 

S1r,—I am expatriated for a time, and not being able to summon ‘‘ troops 
of friends,’’ must fall back upon troops of recollections which old age summons 
up—often joyous, sometimes, alas! the reverse, but generally, I think, with 
the disciples of Izaac Walton, equable and pleasant; and if the following 
should amuse you or your readers, it is ‘‘ true, very true,’ and occasioned at 
the time an excitement, and has since been a source of merriment and fun 

‘amongst my friends, which perhaps may be lacking ia print from want of 
point, which an acquaintance with the locality and dialect gives the narration 
of it :—.- 

Scene t.—A barren moor in Staffordshire. : 

Tempo.—9 30 p.m., May, anno 18 —. (Alas !?how time flies.) 

Persone@.—A. lonely fisherman, returning from the Dove, with the tribute of 
a good day’s fishing in his creel, benighted, having left the highway for a short 
cut across the moor. ‘‘ Shades of evening closing o’er us ;’’ not a vestige of 

the track to be seen; no moon or stars; nothing to cheer the lonely wanderer; 
thoughts of a ‘*‘ lodging on the cold ground,” till daylight did appear. But lo! 
a ray, yet far away, over ditch and wall pursuing, still that gleaming light I’m 
viewing. And, at Jast, he reaches the desired haven—not heaven, gentle 
reader, for Cerberus, who does not belong to that region, made an acquaintance 
with the narrator, and also, to his (the dog’s) sorrow, with a formidable sups 
porter in the shape of a walking companion, which dispensed with further 
attendance on his part. 

Next §cene.— Light in bed-room still gleaming. 

The weaty traveller, knocking at the door, says, in blandest tones, ‘‘ Be so 
good as to tell me which way to a 

Whereupon the grisza donna, in shrill tones not at all resembling Patti’s, 
exclaims-— 

‘Get ye gan. Ye're noo guid here!”’ 

And forthwith followed a torrent of shrill sounds very different to the gentle 
ripple the traveller had listened to all day. 

‘Do be so good as to tell me the way to —— 

Icould not get any of the intelligence required, but still persisting by knock- 
ing, for the house was at the corner of four lane ends, and the odds were against 
taking the right way. At last, the domino appeared upon the scene at the 
window ‘‘ with sundry oaths and imprecations loud,’’ which, on the part of the 
belated traveller, gave rise to a sudden elevation of the right shoulder and an 
implement depending from the arm thereof, with the awful words, ‘‘If you don’t 





” 


tell me the way to —— I'll blow your brains out, if you have any!’’ which 
eee immediately, the closing of the window and the disappearance of the 
ight. 


Now what was to be done? Fortunately, it was an ancient custom to fire a 
gun when a watchman came on duty at Io p.m. at a manufactory in the town 
some three miles away, and this sound fell upon the delighted ears of Piscator, 
and, better than any rural instructions, guided him to ‘‘ the haven where he 
would be.”’ . ; ’ 

Next morning—market day—the town was astonished by an attempt at 
murder and robbery on the premises of the respected farmer, with a direful 
account of which he had been to the police office; and I came to know of it, 
because, returning home that night, I had met a policeman, who, knowing I 
had been out late in that direction, came to ask me if I had met any suspicious 
characters. ‘‘ None more suspicious than myself,’’ I said; ‘‘ but no doubt it is 
the old lady and gentleman who expected to have their brains blown out with 
_ my fishing-rod.’? He thanked me for ‘‘ information received,’’ and took his 
departure. 

There are many explosive materials now—dynamite mighty and of 
various degree ; but I trust the age will never so far advance as to attempt to 
blow out a man’s brains with a fishing-rod.—I am, &c.,° W. M. 





A MAN who crossed the Atlantic for the first time said he did not 
think he was much of a sailor at starting, but when he was one day 
out he felt as if he could heave up the anchor, 
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CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


Bye ee b: 


My good friend, Mr. Ghurney, handles me rather roughly in his 
letter appearing in last week’s GAZETTE. Iam sorry if I madea 
mistake in recording the number of votes scored in favour of the 
proposition, ‘‘That the question of the desirability of uniting the 
various associations be not considered.” I can only say it was a 
mistake shared by several present, with whom I have since spoken, 
and who were as much surprised as myself to hear that thirty-nine 
votes were recorded in favour of the proposition. I made short notes 
at the time, and have not yet destroyed them, and they show rather 
less than half the number of votes given above. 

After the meeting Mr. Ghurney very kindly handed me his minutes 
to perfect my notes by, and I can but regret the fact that at that time 
there was, as far as I could see, no record of the number of votes 
placed opposite the proposition on his paper. Of course I readily 
accept Mr. Ghurney’s figures: they are official, mine are not, and we 
must all bow to those in authority. There is, however, one thing 
which I should like to point out to Mr. Ghurney. He says, ‘‘ There 
were forty delegates—thirty-nine voting for the proposition, and one 
against it.’ Now, this would make it appear that out of the total 
number of forty present and entitled to vote, thirty-nine voted infavour 
and only one against the proposition ; whereas, as I noticed (and could 
name ) atleast six or eight gentlemen in my own neighbourhood 
abstained from voting, it must necessarily follow that that portion of 
my notes which refers to a large number of delegates refraining from 
voting was substantially correct, and that the total number present 
and entitled to vote was far in excess of that quoted by Mr. Ghurney. 

I do not wish that there should be any misconception on this point. 
I accept Mr. Ghurney’s figures without any reservation, however much 
they have surprised me, just as I should expect Mr. Ghurney—who is 
himself a great respecter of legally constituted authority—to do were 
our positions reversed. As tothe inference too plainly intended to be 
drawn from his concluding sentence, I must leave it to the readers of 
the FisHING GAZE7TE and the anglers generally to decide whether— 
though on this question I have had to bow to his official reading of 
certain figures, and in all humility cry ‘‘ Peccavi’’—my veracity is not 
quite as much to be relied on as is Mr. Ghurney’s on other matters 
where we stand ona level platform. 

The monthly meeting of the West Central Association of Lendon 
and Provincial Angling Societies took place at the Portman Arms, 
Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening, May 18, Mr. 
L. Bonvoisin in the chair, Mr. Beckett in the vice. The business 
was mostly of aroutine character, and the attendance, possibly owing 
to the holidays, was not very large. 

The decision of the three associations and the Fisheries Society is 
that the right of fishing the society’s water will be vouched for by the 
production of the railway privilege ticket, the charge for which will 
be 2s. 

Mr. Geen’s paper om the “ Better Organisation of the Lendon 
Anglers” is to be printed and sent to all the London clubs in euch 
numbers that every member shall be able to secure a copy. 

A capital papet was read by Mr. Torr in connection with the North- 
Western District Alliance at the Bostonian Angling Club’s house, 
Dabby Tavern, Prince of Wales Road, Kentish Town, on Monday 
evening, Maz 21, Mr. L, Bonvoisin in the chair. There were present 
representatives from the North-Western, Stanle y, Hampstead, Duke 
of Cornwall, Waltonians, &c. 

Mr. Torr’s paper dealt principally with th2 habits and instincts of 
salmon and trout, together with the various habits of fishing for 
them, and was replete with apt quotations—prose and poetry—from 
ancient and modern authorities on the question of keeping fish fresh 
and sweet after capture. Mr. Torr spoke at some length, and, asa 
proof of the efficacy of the preserving fluid he uses, produced a hand- 
some trout which had been treated with the fluid, and, though taken 
on the provious Saturday, in spite of the warm weather looked almost 
as bright and fresh as when it first came from its native element. 
After some remarks from Messrs. Crumplen, Rose, Wheatstone, 
Marshall, Holmes, and others, and the announcement of the capture 
that day, at Hampton Court, of a magnificent Thames trout, weigh- 
ing 14]b., which, needless to say, was loudly cheered, a cordial 
vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Torr for his most interesting paper. 
The meeting terminated with the usual vote of thanks to the chair- 
man. 

Mr. Torr has kindly consented to read another paper, if wished— 
an offer ‘I haven’t the slightest doubt the committee of the North- 
Western District Alliance will gladly avail itself of. } 

The next paper will be read at the Hampstead Angling Society. 
Reader, subject, and date I hope to be able to announce next week. 

Does the clause in the Freshwater Fisheries Act prohibiting buying, 
selling, exposing for sale, or even the having in possession for sale of 
any freshwater fish between the, &c., include fish imported from 
abroad—carp brought over from Holland, for instance? 

[We should say undoubtedly it does include fish imported, or else 
it is practically useles s.—ED.] 











Gronror JAmes Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshito, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, <A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of ihe day, All flies dressed on the best Kendalhooks. Prices ; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d, per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr,] 
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DOUBLE CAPTURE OF A TROUT—SINGULAR EPISODE 
IN A DAY’S FISHING, 


An old and experienced Birmingham angler, feeling that he was 
becoming rusty through prolonged inertia forced upon him by the 
Mundella Act, laid himself out on Saturday last for a new variety in 
the way ofangling. Having provided himself with a bag of trembling 
cockspur worms, he wended his way to a brook a few miles from the 
hardware city, bent upon catching—what do you think? A can of 
minnows for baits! But the little beggars bit so freely that, fishing 
with fine tackle, it was not long before this old rodster had canned a 
couple of dozen, together with a chub of ‘‘minnowy ” dimensions, 
and a couple of tiny dace. The water being in good condition, and 
the day favourable, it occurred to our angler that he might improve 
the occasion by a bit of trout-fishing, so he fitted on a fine gut 
spinning-tackle. In the course of two or three throws his bait was 
taken by a fish he neithet expected nor desired—a fair-sized pike, 
which soon made short work with the gut tackle, and was off with the 
flight of hooks in his jaws. It does not do for an angler to be dis- 
concerted by the first failure, and so our friend quickly rigged up 
another fine gut trace, and after killing and placing the little chub 
on the triangles, succeeded, after several casts, in hooking, 
as he supposed, another pike. No sooner, however, had 
he struck, than there was a responsive movement, and every nerve in 
the fisherman’s arm tingled as a splendid trout leapt out of the water 
to free itself from its shackles, its golden sides glistening in the 
morning air. After playing it for some time in a most difficult and 
steep place, the angler completely drowned his fish ; but then how to 
land it was the difficulty, for the tackle would not bear the strain of 
lifting 2 1b. dead weight. Laying his rod down, and drawing several 
yards of line off the reel, he managed to lower himself to the water’s 
edge, and, towing the trout to within arm’s length, struck at its head 
with a stick, but missed his aim and wounded it on the back. The 
trout made a plunge, but the angler grabbed it, and held ita few 
seconds, but the fish wriggled through his fingers, leaving one of the 
hooks deeply embedded in his hand. After a great deal of pain and 
trouble he succeeded in extracting the hook, and, following the 
course of the brook, caught another brace of trout. Returning to the 
spot where he had met with such ill luck, a gentleman and his two 
daughters came upon the scene, and, in answer to the usual inquiry, 
“What sport?” the story of the mishap was told, the new-comer 
expressing surprise’ that.so large a trout should be found in the 
stream. At the same time the angler made another throw with his 
spinning tackle, and was almost instantly fast in a good and game 
fish. The difficulty in landing it was renewed, but the gentleman 
proferred his kindly aid, and landed the fish in his daughter’s 
umbrella. It was a 2 lb. trout, in splendid condition, but the most 
remarkable part of the business is that it proved to be the identical 
trout which the angler had hooked only a very short time previously. 
This was clearly proved by the raw and bleeding wound upon its back 
where he had struck it with a stick. Jel 1G, Jap 








THE PROGRESS OF THE THAMES TROUT SEASON BELOW 
STAINES. 


IT was generally expected, as a practical result of the continuous 
heavy floods in the winter months, the trout would have been toa 
great extent moved up to higher portions of the river ; but the experi- 
ence of the present season’s fishing has proved otherwise, inasmuch 
as at the time I am writing, the middle of May, not asingle trout has 
been reported as falling to the rod of an angler above the weir at 
Shepperton, although James Haslett and other fishermen are pre- 
pared to affirm—or, if necessary, to take the oath—there are plenty of 
good trout above the point I have referred to, and their reply to the 
question how it is that none of them have been canght is that no one 
comes to try for them. The latter, however, is negatived to some 
little extent from the fact, to my own knowledge, two at least of our 
old trout anglers have been at work above Shepperton and done 
nothing; at the same time, I am free to confess there are plenty of fish, 
and, upon reliable evidence, plenty have been seen. 

Following up his good fortune of previous seasons, George Rose- 
well is at present the champion trout fisherman, as he has beenat the 
landing of more fish than any other professional. In my early days 
of Thames fishing I have had many a good day with hiin, and it is 
but dueto himto state I always found him careful, attentive, and 
obliging. At the time when his father was in the employ of the 
T.A.P.S. as one of its most trusted river-keepers, George—for that is 
the familiar name I have always called him by—used to render great 
help; and on one occasion, at Shepperton Lock, hada nasty knock on 
his head from one of the poachers, which I do not suppose he ever 
has, or ever will forget. To my knowledge he has not caught less than 
six fish this season, and one of these, which he notices in last 
week’s FISHING GAZETTE as being caught with a fly, reminding him 
of the one taken in a similar manner by the late Mr. Henry Farnell. 
I can fully confirm his statement, as I was at Halliford on the same 
day with Mr. Farnell, and I believe the trout weighed some trifle 
under 10 1b. There was a trout somewhat larger than this afterwards 
taken with the fly at Sunbury by some gentlemen, I fancy, connected 
with the college. 

All the weirs below Shepperton have been fruitful of results, but 
Sunbury has been the weakest as far as reports go, having only num- 
bered one brace. Hampton Court weir has yielded four nice fish, two 
of them last week—one by Mr. G. Wood, of East Moulsey, weighing 
6 1b. 8 oz., and the other by Mr. Wild, weighing 5 lb. 4 0z. I believe 
they were both weighedat Tagg’sIsland Hotel, ofwhichMr.T. G, Tagg, 


one of the Queen’s watermen, is the respected proprietor, and who ap- 
peared in full plumage in that capacity at the opening of the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition. It is now reported that a mag- 
nificent fish of over 14 lb. was taken on the zoth by Mr. Ross 
Faulkener, fishing with William Milbourne. ~ 

The weir at Teddington, looking like the good old times, has pro- 
duced four good trout, {wo to the skilful rod of Mr. A. J. Little, and 
two to the scientific touch of Captain Adams, both of these good 
anglers being frequently at work for the trout, as there are reported to 
be some larger ones yet within a short distance. 

It is remarkable that Kingston Reach, which has given undeniable 
proof as to the existence of some monster fish, is yet without a 
capture. Wehave been told upon the highest authority that one 
evening those two justly celebrated anglers, Mr. A. Nuthalland M.]J.P. 
Wheeldon, rose four fine trout, and that on the next evening they 
hooked two big fellows, but the fish got away. I have heard since 
that the former gentleman has had his steel partly in another large 
one, but didnot succeed in catching it. Some other well-known 
anglers have been trying what they can do, but no capture yet. I 
hear it has driven the elder Johnson wild, as he has been in attend- 
ance with the anglers and witnessed the loss of some good fish. 

Whilst on the subject of Thames trout, I have regretted very much 
the absence of Mr. James Forbes’ fine collection of stuffed sp2cimens 
at South Kensington, as he would undoubtedly have made the best 
show. He does not aspire to a position in respect of winning a prize, 
as some do, or he would most certainly have gained it. 

Well, the trout fishers in another three weeks will find the nselves 
surrounded by the general army of anglers, and they ought to make 
the best ofthe open field, if I may use the term, that now lies before 
them. Shouldthe weather keep mild and favourable, I cannot but 
hope the trout anglers will be at their post, and nothing will please 
me better than to announce each week a good ‘list of killed,” and, I 
trust, very few ‘‘ wounded.” 








THE FORTHCOMING VOLUME OF PRIZE ESSAYS IN CON- 
NECTION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION HELD AT EDINBURGH. 

OuR readers may remember that upwards of £300 was offered by the 
executive committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition held 
in the Waverley Market in April last for special prizes for special 
essays on subjects connected with the fisheries. A great number of 
essays were sent in for competition, and after careful consideration a 
certain number were selected as deserving of the prizes offered. 
These, we understand, have been for some time in the hands of Mr. 
David Herbert, M.A., who has been appointed to act as editor, and 
a handsome volume, printed by Messrs. Constable, will be published 
in the course of next month, containing the prize essays. We feel 
certain that this volume will prove interesting and acceptable, not 
orly to the many thousands who are directly or indirectly connected 
with the valuable fishing industries which were so well represented at 
the recent exhibition, but also to the general public, who are now, by 
means of such exhibitions, becoming more. aware than they used to 
be of the vast importance of these industries, and of the possibility of 
increasing and developing them by careful superintendence and skilful 
management. 

The prize essays deal with a great variety of subjects. Harbour 
accommodation for fishing boats, oyster and mussel culture, salmon 
legislation, the natural history and statistics of the herring fishing, 
the salmon disease, the various means of curiny and preserving fish, 
the artificial propagation of sea and fresh-water fishes, the herring 
brand, the fish supply of great cities, seine-trawling and beam- 
trawling, whale-fishing in the Faroe Islands, trout-fishing, and 
angling associations are among the subjects treated of. One of the 
essays isin French. Its author is M. Albert Matthey, and the title of 
the essay is ‘‘Surla Peche de la Truite a Vallorbes (Suisse, canton 
Vaud).” Mr. Oldham Chambers, of Lowestoft, to whose unwearied 
exertions the success of the Norwich Fisheries Exhibition was ina 
great measure owing, Mr. Wilcocks, of Plymouth, and other English- 
men, are among the prize essayists, carrying off nine prizes, or about 
a third of the whole number awarded. Forone or two of the subjects 
for which prizes were offered no essays were sentin. For example, 
there were no essays to compete for the prize of £10 offered by the 
Waverley Angling Club, Edinburgh, for an essay on the following 
subject: ‘‘On the natural history and habits of the freshwater trout, 
with special reference to the institution of an annual close time in 
Scotland, and the expediency of adopting a rod-license.’’ It seems 
somewhat singular that no essays should have been written on this 
subject. There is a pretty general feeling that there ought to bea 
close time for trout in Scotland, in order to prevent them from being 
killed while they are reproducing their species. There is an annual 
close time for trout and char in England, during which it is unlawful 
to take or to sell them, and there is a close time for trout in Ireland. 
If it is considered necessary to protect the trout of these countries by 
the institution of an annual close time, it is somewhat difficult to see ~ 
on what grounds similar protection should not be extended to Scottish 
trout likewise. 

The essays on oyster and on mussel culture complain of the short- 
sighted and injudicious legislation which at present has the effect of 
practically putting a stop to all attempts at such culture in this 
country. In France, on the other hand, everything is done to en- 
courage and foster 6yster culture, and with the happiest effects; so 
that hundreds of poor people make a comfortable living by the culti- 
vation of the foreshores and sea-bottom. In this country, on the 
contrary, where the proprietor has not a grant of foreshore, he must 
go to very considerable expense before he can get an appropriating 
order from the Board of Trade; and he naturally hesitates to incur 
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this preliminary expense, when, after all, his experiment in oyster 
culture may not turn out successful. Without such an order, however, 
he would be liable, after his oyster had grown to marketable size, to 
have them dredged out in a single night by a fleet of fishing boats who 
had learnt where the precious molluscs were to be found. Legal pro- 
tection is the first essential requirement for successful oyster and 
mussel culture. Without this, no one will take the trouble or be at the 
expense necessary for successful cultivation. There are many places 
suitable for oyster cultivation on the west coast of Scotland, in the 
Orkney and Shetland Islands, and in the Hebrides, but where it will 
never be attempted while the law remains asitis. The evils of the 
present system of legislation were clearly pointed out by Mr. Buck- 
land and Mr. Walpole, in their excellent report on the Sea- Fisheries 
of England and Wales, published in 1879. Speaking of the mussel 
and oyster fisheries, they write as follows:—‘‘At the present time, 
however, the Board of Trade grants no appropriating or regulating 
orders under the Sea-fisheries Act, without in the first instance 
exacting a fee of £60 from the applicants. It seems to us that this 
fee is an absolute bar to any material improvement being effected in 
these fisheries. In the case of the appropriating order it shuts out 
the poor man, who could only afford to cultivate, by his own labour, a 
small patch of fore-shore or sea-bottom, and it vests the cultivation 
of oyster and mussel fisheries in capitalists. Such a result seems to 
us to reduce almost indefinitely the chances of successful oyster and 
mussel cultivation. A thousand acres of oyster and mussel ground 
which might be-allotted to a thousand fishermen is appropriated to 
one man. Instead of a thousand experiments, any one of which might 
succeed, the whole fore-shore is handed over to one manager, who 
perhaps has no local acquaintance with the conditions of the fishery. 
The fee is still more prohibitive in the case of the regulating order. 
Poor fishermen, however interested in the cultivation of the scalps in 
the neighbourhood, have no machinery for collecting the sum of 
money which is at present the first condition of any order. In con- 
sequence, mussc's and oysters are fished without regard for the 
future ; and the supply of oysters to the public, the supply of mussels 
to as hook-and-line fishermen, is becoming continually smaller and 
smaller. 


EPPING FOREST.—Mr. F. G. Heath’s Zvres¢ry will contain in its 
June number a special and important article on “‘ Epping Forest and 
its Future Management,” contributed by Mr. A. J. Burrows, an 
acknowledged authority on forestry, and Professor Boulger, F.L.S., 
president of the Epping Forest and County of Essex Naturalists’ 
Field Club, The visit of inspection to Epping Forest, the result of 
which is recorded in the article, was made in the company of the 
verderers of the forest and other gentlemen. 


PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION, 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 
who are interested in the purification and preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBIT 


AT THE 
Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 


Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A BC PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 

Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 
Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO C)., LIMITED, 


SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 




















JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES: 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, andcan only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


EERE CM Hees STR 


he enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


4 
held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisu1nc Gazette of March 18, 1882, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. = 





PieOowOoR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





> To . ~ E = 
The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentiemen the world over. It stands at vhe head of all American 
publications ofits class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 


fea and River Fishing. Fisheulture. 
Game Bag and Gun, The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forzst anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely- printed yo.umes of over 500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
Published by the Foresr anp Stream PusuisHine Company, 37, Park 

Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Szarte, and Rivinoton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen cepies. 





PARKLING CHAMPAGNE PERRY and 
CIDER.—The Author of ‘‘ The Orchard and 
its Products’’ in the ‘‘ Herefordshire Pomona,’’ and 
winner of several prizes at the Bath and West of 
England Shows, offers his Surplus Stock at 30s. per 
3 dozen Hamper, including Barland Perry, highly 
recommended by the medical faculty in renal cases. 
The Cider is of rare excellence, 15s. per dozen.— 
‘se ere Rev. C. H. B., Credenhill Rectory, Here- 
ord. 





NOW READY. 


THE DIRECTORY OF 
(s is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Wader 

A TH [ E T f F § P 0 RT § Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. : : ; 
Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonia 
AND PASTIMES: 
a 


CONTAINING A 
List of English and Scotch Fishing Clubs, 


giving the Names and Addresses of the 
Secretaries, Rules of Fishing, Bye-laws 
of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, and items of general interest to 


Anglers. 





Price 2s. 6d., or direct by Post from the 
Publishers, 


ADAMS, BATES & CO., 


17, EAST TEMPLE CHAMBERS, FLEET STREET, 


NOW READY, 
WITH CHART, PRICE SIXPENCE, 


Broads and Rivers of 
Norfolk. 


POPULARLY DESCRIBED. 


The writer has aimed at giving practical advice to 
Anglers, Yachtsmen, and lovers of Nature, Science, 
and Art; pointing out where and how each may 
find splendid resorts for the pursuit of their several 
pleasures. The writer records his own experience as 
far as it has gone, and in all cases the information 
given can be relied upon. Such a guide has long 
been wanted, and this issue, it is hoped, will supply 
the want. 


Norwich: P. Soman, Argus office. Lowestoft: 
Standard Office. Alsomay be had of Alfred and 
Son, Moorgate Street; Little, 15, Fetter Lane ; 
Williams and Co., Great Queen Street, W.C.; 
Young, 402, Oxford Street, W.; Carter and Sons, 
137, St. John’s Street Road, E.C.; Gee, 18, Little 
St. Andrew’s Street, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C.; 
Allcock, Redditch, and all Bookstalls on the Great 
Eastern Railway. 





ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfor 


by 


and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by PRIcE’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 
Limited, London. 





OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
RONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 
pls: J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution.—The extra~ 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy ot Chloro~ 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words ‘‘Dr. J. 
Collis Biowne’s Chlorodyne.’’? See decision of 
Vice-Chan:ellor Sir W. Page Wood, 7he Times, 
July 16, 186;, Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle. 
From W. C. Witkinson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— : 
“T consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough: tbe benefit is very marked indeed.’’ 
Sold in bottles, rs. r4d., 2s. od., and qs. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 
Sole Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Great 
Rezssell Street, W.C. 





“ 7 
MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 
Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b»rns, &c. English Colony. Fuil particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, FisHinG GAZETTE, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 
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What MAGNETISM Does for the Afflicted if Judiciously aad Skilfully Administered. 


Dear S1r,—I can speak well of your Appliances, and will certainly be glad to give Mr. Whitelaw, of the Royal Bank, Dumfries, a good account, if he wrives—Yours truly, Jno. 


GREENHALGH, 
Mr, H. S. Park. 


suffering acutely for weeks from this, and have never been troudled since.—Yours truly, Frevx, Tuompson, auctioneer. 


H. 8. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


The LORD BISHOP OF MANCHESTER and the LORD) BISHOP OF GLOUCESTER 


MAGNE1ISM,. 


Bank, Bolton, 2t Jun, 1832, 


H. S. PARK’S MAGNETIC CURATIVE APPLIANCES. 


DrAr Sir,—I beg to assure you thatI received the greatest relief in five minutes from the use of your Magnetic Appliances applied to my feet for RHEUMATISM, 


St. Ann’s Place, Manchester. 
I had been 


give Unqualified Testimony as to the Astounding Curative Powers of 


Bishop’s Court, Manchester, Jan, 20, 1880. 


ae Sir,—I can-certainly say that I derived great benefit from the use of your Magne.ic Appliances.—Yours very truly, J. MANCHESTER, 


r. H.S, Park, Manchester. 


H.8, Park’s Magnetic Belts for Lumbago, Weakness brought on by ‘* Excess,” Rheumatism, Sciatica, Paralysis—Lung Invigorators are instantaneous in cases of Asthm', Bron 
chitis, and Weak Lungs, in giving relief and imparting strength_H. S. PARK, 60A, Market Street, Manchester. 





International Fisheries Exhibition. 
Stand 82. Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER ”) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTs, 


having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend aay 
article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Kod, brazed and winch fitted, 

price 5s. 

A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safetv 
Rings, price 63. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed, Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s, 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and VACKLE. 

1 doz. Bottom Tackles, assorted, r yard lony, hooked anc 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 











“Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the “‘ Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address jor 28, 
Address as above. 





ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY, 


JOHN COOPER, 


(Only son and successor of the late Mr, John Cooper,) 


BIRD AND FISH PRESERVER, 


To H,R.H, the Duke of Edinburgh, 


28, RADNOR STREET, ST. LUKE’S, E.C, 


NEAR THE CHURCH, OLD STREET. | 


SILVER MEDALS IN 1878, 1880, AND 
EDINBURGH EXHIBITION, 1882. 


The Silver Medal, 1878, was awarded to Mr. John Cooper 
at the Piscatorial Exhibition, at the Westminster Aquarium 
for the best specimens of Stuffed Fish. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Whnch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carriage paid for 6d, 
extra. 

‘* Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.’—Fiswine 
GAzETTE, 

z yard gut cast 1s. 3d, perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

4 per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d, 

per 50, and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 1od., shoit, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 


; 13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 

















m4, 





Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. 


H, MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 





REDDITCH. 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 


a _ 





TO GHESOUEEN, 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE. 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER. 





Factory Anp Storr— 


29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
SHow Rooms— 


871, OXFORD STREET 


LATE 202, OXFORD ,STREET 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


149, 


BRANCH—381, 


LATE 





TO ANGLERS. 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION 


LOON DRS aN lacs tose 





FOR A 


GRAND DISPLAY of SALMON, TROUT, 
and GRAYLING RODS, REELS, 


FLIES and TACKLE 
SEE STAND No. 45, BLOCK T, DIVISION 14. 


Vv. J. CUMMINS, 


FISHING TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 
BSH OC PeASwicie A Nim: 





Price Lists free two stamps, 


KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 


Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuinc GAzErtTe 
““A.R.I. E.L.,” and other leading anglers. 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and 16 
tamps. 


KING’S 


WATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel, 


In Packets, 8d., 6d., and 1s. each; postage 
extra. 


To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Soas, St. John 
Street Koad; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Go; 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Warerloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London, Nutting& Co, Rirming* 
bam. O’Handlan & Co,, Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Kichmond, 
Rice, Norwich. Ramsbottom, Manchester. Perry, Read- 








ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield. Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley, Boots, Hull. Slater, Newark. 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co, 


Wm. KING, Chemist, 
t, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E, 


The cheapest and best house in the trade for 


Nottingham Rods, Reels, andTackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power- 


D. SLATER 


gand 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881; Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
&1o for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, 1os. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and well balanced, 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, 10s. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s ; 
33 inch, 3s.6d.; 4 inch, 4s.°; 44 inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. cach; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. exch, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, 1s, 3d.; stouter, 
Is.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, 1d. 

per yard, equal in every way to the American. 
A complete outfit for bottom-fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of rod, 34inch reel, 80 yards of 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, and 4 floats, 
price r1s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s. 





All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the | 


money will be~returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 


First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1881. 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


PATENT SELF-ACTING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CINSERVATORIES, &c, 


SpEcIAL FEATURES. 


Perfect Portability. 

Cannot get out of Order, 

Cannot Overflow, 

Automatic in Action. 

Combining Aquarium with 
Fountain, 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 

Self-contained, 

Perfect Simplicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in from 3 to 5 minutes, 

Will Play from 6 to 12 bours, 

Artistically Decorated, 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas. 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
FOUNTAINS, 


From 4s, upwards. 














Illustrated Price List post free. 


Kessell & Son, 


11, Southwark St., 
BOROUGH, LONDON, 





il 








Rovar AQUARIUM. — This Day.— 


Admission One Shilling, until Six o’ciock, p.m. 


JOYAL AQUARIUM.—Electric Ex- 

hibition.—On and after THIS DAY, and during the 

run of the Electrical E- hibition, the Charge for Admission to 

the Royal Aquarium will be 1WO SHILLINGS after Six 
o’clock p.m. 


Rei AQUARIUM.-—This Day.— 
Farini’s BRONCHO HORSES, wild horses of the 
prairie, caughi with the lasso; captured and trained by Mr. 
Bob White. These, the most extraordinary performing 
horsesin the world, are engaged at enormous expease, and 
will appear twice daily, at 4.30 and 10,30. 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
With DESCRIPTIONS OF ITS FISHERIES. 


By SrepGE: WIittow. 


No. 4.—Coox’s FERRY AND CHINGFORD MILLs. 
4 


omer fishery next to and adjoining Ford’s is that formerly 

known and celebrated as Wicks’s Water. Since Wicks 
rented it, it has passed through the hands of several proprietors ; 
but for the last two or three years the fishing rights, if any exist, 
have not been enforced. Angling is carried on all through the 
close season. There seems to be no one to look after it: no pay- 
ment is demanded, and no restrictions whatever are placed upon 
those who choose to fish here. 

It isa thousand pities that a splendid piece of water like this 
should be allowed to go to rack and ruin—and to rack and ruin it 
will go before many years have passed, unless some protecting 

-influence can be brought to bear upon it. 

That there is an abundance of fish at present I can vouch for 
by my observations while walking round the water and preparing 
notes for this article. I saw thousands of roach, dace, gudgeon, 
and chub on the shallows, and dodging in and out of the weeds. 
A trout of 141b. was taken a week or/two since, and I noticed 
another feeding at a spot which I will point out presently. I also 


scared three jack that were enjoying themselves by basking in the : 
sun—they were all small. Eels abound, and there are plenty of 


barbel, perch, and carp, although they are seldom taken. 

Anglers who would like ocular evidence as to the quantity of fish 
in the Lea should pay a visit to some of the fisheries just now 
and see the fish for themselves; the warm, bright weather of the 
last few days has brought them on to the shallows, and on 
approaching the banks they will be seen scampering off in all 
directions. 

Cook’s Ferry, the inn that stands by the water, is now occupied 
by Mr. T. A. Ward. Every accommodation can be had; there 
are plenty of beds, and the house is well kept and clean. Angel 
Road Station is within five minutes’ walk, and Silver Street, on 
the Enfield branch of the Great Eastern Railway, is scarcely a 
mile from the water. 

Coming from the railway (both stations lie in the same direc- 
tion) we pass the house, cross over the bridge, and then turn to 
the left along the bank of the old river. Opposite the railings 
at the side of the house, under the bank on which we are standing, 
there are two good swims within fifteen or twenty yards of the 
roadway. Between the end of the railings and the footbridge is 
where I saw the trout feeding, and a lot of jack have been taken 
along that side. Just past the bridge, under the willows, is a 
favourite spot for chub. 

I should mention here that both sides of the river are acces- 
sible to the angler ; and although we are on the convenient bank 
for.observation, I think that opposite is the best to fish from, 
especially along this part of the river. 

We now pass about two hundred yards of shallow water, and 
then, between the railings and the sedges, there will be found a 
good hole for carp and tench. Jack always lie about here, and 
all round this bend should be well worked when fishing for them. 
Under the whitethorn bush, on this. side, is a good spot for 
barbel and chub, and this is succeeded by more shallows. 
ea 
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Another lurking place for chub is under those willows, and a 
noted haunt for jack lies, further on, in that corner by the May 
bush. Shallows again until we come to some trees on the other 
side; under these are more chub. And now we reach a spot 
opposite a ditch that discharges itself into the river: this is known 
as the Willow Ditch, and near it is the best carp-hole in the 
water. There are jack and perch all along here, and the back- 
water opposite is a very likely spot. The pool further on contains 
a great quantity of fish, and I should think there must be a trout 
or two near the sluice gates—it looks just the place for them. 

We climb over the gate and walk up the mill head to the left. 
This water contains a great many roach, dace, and perch ; it 
averages 6 feet in depth, and is all fishable. My first attempts at 
fly-fishing were made in this stream, and here, on the first day 
that I ever handled a fly-rod, I took three dace at one cast—a feat 
that I have never accomplished since. The wind was blowing a 
perfect hurricane, and the water was so rough that I could 
scarcely see my flies ; but the dace saw them, and I pulled them 
out one after the other until I was tired of it. I must confess that 
there was no “throwing” the fly about it; I simply stood well 
back from the water’s edge, and the wind carried my line straight 
across the mill stream. I have, since that eventful day, had many 
a bag full of dace out of this same water, but never have I found 
the fish so voracious as they were then. 

There is about half a mile of fishing in the millhead. We walk 
on until we reach the top pool; but we will go no farther just 
now, as there is a board in the next meadow indicating that the 
water beyond, known as Digby’s, is preserved. We shall have a 
ramble there when we have finished this water. 

In the top pool there are plenty of fish, and perch and jack 
will be found all along the backwater. Now let us retrace our 
steps to where we climbed over the gate. Halfway between the 
mill and the gate is a capital barbel swim; there were three large 
trees here, and under the middle one (the stump is still there) is 
the place I refer to. 

Some good roach may be taken in the mill stream; and, as the 
bottom is tolerably even throughout, I think one swim is as good 
as another. From this water all the way up the Lea boiled wheat 
will frequently be found the most killing bait. Itis such a clean 
bait to use, that I prefer it to any other—always supposing that 
the fish will take it. I have tried boiled wheat down at the White 
House, but the roach won’t look at it; I don’t think they know 
what it is. I have even tried to educate them to it by throwing in 
a few handfulls on three or four consecutive nights, but it was no 
use. At Chingford Mill, and at other waters, I have taken them 
with boiled wheat when they have refused everything else, and I 
consider this a proof that roach do not wander up and down the 
river; they remain somewhere near the water in which they were 
born and bred. 

Let us now walk round to the mill tail. The mill is at a stand- 
still, and a board announces that a tenant is required for it. I 
hope the next occupier, whoever he may be, will make it his first 
duty to cutthe weeds. At present the mill tail is nearly choked 
with them, and there is only an opening here and there into which 
a line could be dropped. 

Following this mass of vegetable matter, we at length reach the 
place where the mill stream joins the old river, and we are now 
near the upper boundary of Ford’s water. There is a very good 
swim just where the mill stream discharges itself; and then, 
turning to the right, we pass the shallows, and keep on until we 
reach the willows that overhang the opposite bank. All along 
here is good for chub ; and lower down, where the trees have been 
cut, down, is another noted place. I don’t know whether the 
chub will have vacated their quarters since the trees have dis- 
appeared, but, while they were standing, this was one of the best 
spots in the water. The rootsand stumps are still there, and I 
think there might also be a fish or two under the bank. 

If any of my readers can procure any wasp grubs, I advise 
them to use them for Lea fishing. I have boughta nest on one or 
two occasions, and I should like to know where I can get 
some more when I want them. The Lea chub are very fond of 
them. 

We are now getting near the Floorcloth Factory; and beyond 
the shallows there isa nice barbel swim in the bend opposite the 
Follow the river round, and we shall come to two islands; 
off there, opposite an oil tank, is a noted hole for jack. There 
is another piece of jack water just opposite that portion of the 
factory-yard in which the barrels are lying about. 

After this, we pass more shallows, and then several likely 
places for roach and perch, finally arriving at the bridge from 
which we first started. 

In its general character this water is very similar to Ford’s, 
but it is not so secluded; and, in consequence of the fishing 
being thrown open, there is a superabundance of the East-end 
element. It is, however, like all the Lea waters, quiet in the 
middlejof the week,and, if properly fished, would yield good sport. 
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The landlord of Cook’s Ferry is not a fisherman, and knows 
nothing about fishing; but if any of my readers should wish 
for further information, they should inquire for a man named 
George Fuller. He is employed at the inn; and, having lived 
near the river for some seventeen or eighteen years, knows every 
inch of the water. He will also procure worms and other baits 
for such anglers as may require them. 

I should think the combined waters of Cook’s Ferry and the 
Chingford Mill must be between three and four miles in length. 
The immense Floorcloth Factory spoils the beauty of the fishery, 
and the road that runs through the marshes brings to the river 
a good many people, whose perambulations are not conducive to 
the comfort of the angler. The water is otherwise one that 
should not be overlooked. 

[ Will ‘Sedge Willow ” kindly tell us exactly how much he boils 
his wheat and what kind of wheat he prefers.—EDp. | 


(To be continued.) 








ENGLISH EXPERIMENTS IN COARSE FISH 
CULTURE. 

12 is with much pleasure that we insert the following letters to- 

Mr. Hoole from gentlemen who have had charge of the 
Fisheries Society’s Lund hatching-boxes this spring. It has been 
satisfactorily proved that by their use we can increase our perch 
to any extent, and in the case of the box in our care we intend to 
try what can be done with roach, &c., byits means. Anyone who 
has everseen perch fry just hatched knows that they will pass 
through any hole larger than-afine pin-hole, and muslin must be 
put round the sides of the box if it is intended to keep the fry, 
which is not advisable, as they can find their own living much 


better than we can find it for them. 
(Copy. ] 
Twickenham, 
; Monday, 30th April, 1883. 

S1R,—I beg to report to you that I went to Chertsey this morning to look at 
the box, and am happy to say the spawn is going on very well. 

I could see the eggs quite plain, and should think with a day or two’s warm 
sun they will hatch. 

It is nearly in the same place as I placed it, hanging on the boughs, and the 
eggs are much enlarged. I took some to Mr. Forbes, he having some doubt 
as to its being perch spawn—he thought it too early for it; but he is now cun- 
yinced it is perch spawn. 

a dh ay Sir, your most obedient servant 
igne A. THOMPs 

T. Spreckley, Esq. ee ee ae 
[Copy.] 

Twickenham, 
Tuesday, 22nd May, 1883. 

S1r,—I went to Cheitsey this morning and took the box away, and placed 
it higher up, where there is more stream. I saw about fifty young perch, 
about the size of a good-sized pin, in the box, the result of the spawn, and all 
around the box hundreds of thousands of smaller fish, and some bigger. I have 
no doubt a lot have escaped from the box through the holes. 

Iam, Sir, your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) A. THompson. 

T. Sprectley, Esq. ———. 
[Copy.] 

‘Lhames Street, Kingston, S,W. 
Saturday, May 5, 1883. 

DEAR HOOLE,—The perch spawn in hatching-box has vivified, but on care- 
fully examining inside the box this morning there is nothing, so therefore con- 
clude the fry «scaped through the holes. 

Mr. Forbes, as also Wm. Milbourne, who has had great experience in perch- 
ig with Mr, Ponder, states the fry, when hatched, wiil go through any- 
thing. 

I find close to the box, and under my garden wallina small corner, some 
thousands of fry, but cannot yet report what they are, but will secure some for 
experiment, just for satisfaction. _Weshall know when the other reports come 
in whether the same result—viz., escape of fry—has occurred with them. 

With kind regards, 
, Believe me, yours faithfully, 
(Signed) ALFRED NUTHALL, 
[Copy. ] 
C:own Buildings, Fleet Street, E.C, 
P May 8, 1883. 

DEAR MR. Hoore,—I have not replied before to your inquiry about the 
Lund box I have at my lake because I had nothing to say till the last day or 
two. You know Itold you I could not get any perch, though I had advertised 
and writt2n to all likely parties. Well, I managed to catch three (with 
minnows) out of my own place, one about $Ib., full of eggs, and two smaller 
ones. I put them in the box a week ago, and on Saturday I was glad to see a 
band of spawn nearly 2 feet in length, containing many thousands of eggs 
which look perfectly healthy, ; 
_ itis a pity the lid of the box was not made like the lid of a punt- well, as it 
1s 1t 1s too heavy to move without disturbing the spawn, and any concussion 
will kill it, anything sending a “jar ”’ through it especially. But of course we 
expected to run against difficulties at first—experience is by far the best teacher, 
It has taken a century to bring trout culture to its present state of perfection 
and we must not expect to arrive at perfection in one trial. I shall make a 
special point of getting the Swedish representatives at the Exhibition to give 
me all the information they can, and hope to get one of them to my house to 
see the box. 

I have tilted my box over a little to let the fish and eggs lie in the shallowed 
end, where the sun can get at them. The box rests on the bottom, but only 
by the corner near the sake. As scon as the perch are done with I shall put 
in some American weed and some roach and rudd ; they wont be ready for 
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s me weeks yet, I fear. Ihave got thousands of them, so shall not have any 
difficulty about getting stock. iy 

_ P.S.—My black bass are doing well, and are clearing out spaces for spawn- 
ing on. Yours very truly, 


(Signed) R. B. Marston. 


THE BETTER ORGANISATION OF THE LONDON ANGLERS. 
By P. GEEN. ; 


Having had many inquiries for the full text of Mr. Geen’s excel- 
lent paper on the London Angling Cubs, and how to improve their — 
position and mutual comfort and usefulness, we have great plea- 
sure in publishing it complete this week. It deserves the earnest 
attention of all clubanglers. 


‘¢ Mr. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN, 

“The title chosen for my paper does not convey as readily and 
clearly as I could wish the lines on which my facts and arguments are 
based. This is all the more to be regretted, as I fear some of you may 
have come this evening (much overrating my poor abilities) expecting 
a learned and exhaustive lecture; but let me tell you at once that I 
have not devoted a single minute with the hope of making this very 
humble effort anything, in the first part, but a plain, unvarnished 
statement of our present position as London anglers, setting down all 
fairly, yet very plainly, so that every man amongst you may see the 
faults, weaknesses, and waste of our present systems. 

‘Had I attempted to exhaustively deal with this subject, my first 
duty would have been to have sought for and discovered the first 
London angler, and then by interesting and profitable stages to have 
brought you to Izaac Walton’s time, from which, with the assistance 
of what has already been written, I could with a considerable flourish 
of facts have landed you up to this present :gth March, 1883. 

“<It may be that it is worth while to carry our imaginations back to 
that remote period when shamefully-abused, cruelly-poacled, much- 
polluted, over-swanned, steam-launch-ploughed, riparian-owner- 
claimed, conservator-ridden Father Thames ran from its picture sque 
source through scenes of unsurpassed beauty to its fall, unvexed by 
these abominations, and fished for the first time by the first London 
angler. 

Who, being an angler, has not dreamt of maiden waters where the 
float was no sooner cast than it disappeared, not in a bibity-bobity 
fashion, but with that slow, deliberate down-and-away gliding motion 
that precedes the capture of a specimen fish? What a time that first 
London angler must have had. If we could only get a day with him— 
and who of us would not desire a week or two on the Lea in such times 
for fishing as those in which dear old Isaac Walton lived when the 
fish were unsophisticated, and took less heed of water-twist than they 
do of single hair in these knowing days. 

‘‘T have promised to be practical, and it is my duty to tell you that 
those good days, when fishing was just what nature meant it to be, 
are gone never to return. The future of our sport depends in no small 
degree on the energetic performance of our duties as anglers in the 
present. United we can efficiently and economically perform those 
duties, and master those numerous abuses which now threaten our 
prospects. 

‘‘It may be that some of my hearers, though not desiring me to 
speak of the ancient London anglers, expect me to say something of 
the rules and regulations necessary for the successful working of an 
angler’s club. There are two reasons, Sir, why I have withstood the 
temptation of undertaking this, to me, pleasant task. The first is, that 
after many years of constant visiting and an intimate acquaintance 
with the officers of our angling clubs, I have come to the conclusion 
that although progress is in some instances deplorably slow, yet in 
others it has been remarkably rapid, and that while to formulate a 
code of rules for a model angling society is an easy task, to draft a set 
that would suit all societies is as difficult as to make a collar that_ 
would fit all necks. 

“I will give you one or two facts, which will prove to you, as they 
have proved to me, that if progress be slow it is none the less sure, 
and that if time is given our clubs will work out a grand reformation 
in the piscatorial ideas of their members as compared with those held - 
by the same men only a few years since. I need go no further than 
this room for evidences ofimprovement. A few years since I appeared 
here in answer to an invitation to dine, having much to learn then as 
regards anglers’ dinners. I turned up at the time mentioned to find 
that the only dish on the table was one of which a member appeared 
to be particularly proud. He had been roach-fishing, and so far as 
numbers were concerned had been only too successful, but so far as 
size was concerned very unsuccessful, inasmuch as there was not one 
that measured more than 6 in. 

‘‘To rightly estimate the mischief inflicted on our rivers by tke 
retention of undersized fish at the time of which I am speaking, we ~ 
must remember that the Waltonian Society was one which stood very 
high amongst the 42 clubs which then existed; and while they restricted 
their members to 5 in. or 6in., many of the clubs had either a still 
lower scale or none at all, and just as little or no respect for the fence 
seasons. How matters have altered since then. What club permits 
undersized fisk t» be weighed now? What angler but would not 
feel ashamed to be seen with his tackle after the 14th March ?. 

“Tt seems but yesterday that our friend Mr. Crumplen was starting 
the Gresham with the cry, ‘No gross weight prizes—specimen fish 
only.’ This idea has already been adopted by many societies, and no 
one can gainsay but that we are fast approaching the day when we 
shall one and all be more desirous to be found in possession of one or 
two brace of good fish than a basketful of small or medium size. 

““We cannot hope—indeed, we have no right— to force upon societies 
of men, with few opportunities of sport and pleasure, such restrictions 
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as would practically cancel those few, and, to them, preci®us oppor- 
tunities, 

“* My second reason is that I have preferred to limit my paper and 
the discussion which I hope will follow to the far more important 
question, ‘Is it desirable or not that the angling societies of London 
should be represented by one central organisation, potent for good, 
ready to undertake and competent to perform any and every task 
which we may have occasion to ask of it ?’ , 

“T anticipate that I shall succeed, and without much difficulty, in 
proving that there are too many anglers’ special and central institu- 
tions—that there are faults, weaknesses, and waste incidental to the 
working of them, and that it is our duty as practical men, living ina 
practical age, when much smaller and less influential bodies of men 
have under far greater difficulties so organised themselves as to effec- 
tively carry out their objects, to look our difficulties in the face, and 
determine to effect the radical reformation that I shallattempt to show 
you is necessary in our case. 

“My second effort is devoted to drafting such a plan for the ‘ better 
organisation of the London anglers’ as shall be not only adapted for 
the absorption of the three central associations at present in existence, 
but also adapted to take over the Anglers’ Benevolent, the Fisheries 
Society, and such of our preservation societies as it may be from time 
to time our undoubted and impera ive duty to do. 

‘* Without another word here of the new institution, I will return to 
the first object of my paper, which is to show the absolute necessity 
for some alteration in our present position. I am of opinion that the 
‘better organisation of the London anglers’ has become a question of 
the first importance to us all, particularly to those representa ive men 
who take an active part in the working of our far too numerous insti- 
tutions, and who, I feel sure, have gathered here this evening with a 
sincere hope that when once the ball is set rolling it will not be allowed 

to stop until every angler sees the folly of our present piscatorial 
institutions, and determines on a practical remedy. 

“T am not come here expec'ing or desiring a single individual to 
accept my conclusions unless I can prove to him that they are derived 
from either admitted or indisputable facts. It is, therefore, necessary 
before I attempt to prove my case, that weshould agree as to what are 
the objects which we, asLondon anglers, have a just right to expect of 
«the institutions in question—viz., the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies, the United London Anglers’ 
Central Committee, the Central Association, the Anglers’ Benevolent, 
and the United London Associations Fisheries Society. 

“Permit me to give a hint to those gentlemen who desire to take 

. part in the discussion—‘ Make a note of what I say are the primary’ 
objects of the associations and societies I have named.’ 

“Ist. We expect them to collect funds. 

*‘2nd. Jo preserve, or assist to pres-rve, the rivers we fish, and to 
make a sustained effort to obtain more efficient legislation for that 
purpose. 

** 3rd. To protect our railway concessions and to try for others. 

“4th. To hold out a friendly and helping hand to the needy and 
distressed amongst us. 

**No doubt there are other objects, and perhaps I had better say 
that we have a right to expect them—to promote and protect every 
interest that affects us as anglers, and to keep a watchful eye that it 
may not be said, ‘It is possible to catch them napping.’ I take it that 
there can be no better or fairer test applied to any institution than to 
discover what are its primary objects, and then to see if these objects 
are effected in a practical, efficient, and economical manner. 

“We appear to agree as to the four primary objects. Now let us 
turn to facts and figures to see if these objects are achieved in a 
practical, efficient, and economical manner. 

“COLLECTION OF FUNDS. 
“First and very important stands the collection of funds; without 
the aid of which we can do nothing, 

**T have always understood that there is no more difficult undertak- 
ing than the economical collection of money. Our Government has 
abolished many imposts that barely paid the price of collection, and 
that almost extinct species, the elder Weller’s melancholy friend, the 
pike-keeper, has been known to require an addition to his weekly 
takings wherewith to pay himself his wages; but the largest per- 
centage offered for the collection of money that I can remember was 
by the society for improving the water supply of London. The col- 
lector was allowed 17s. 6d. in the pound; but not feeling quite satisfied 
with that proportion he stuck to the other 2s. 6d., and was summoned 
to the Lambeth County Court, when the judge asked the secretary of 
the company this riddle: ‘If 17s, 6d. in the pound is paid for colléect- 
ing, and the remaining 2s. 6d. has to pass through your hands, how 
much in the pound goes to the improvement of the water supply of 
London?’ You will agree with me that this was a judgelike and 
pertinent inquiry. 

*‘We make no special payments for the collection of our funds, but 
there is no great difficulty in finding out the cost—at any rate, near 
enough for our purpose this evening. 

‘*In the first place, we have no less than five secretaries. That is 
one each for the three associations, one for the Benevolent and one 
for the Fisheries Society. Five secretaries! Who is bold enough to 
say this is not four too many? Let me ask you to remember that I 
am not dealing with men but with systems, and at this point, as to 
how those systems affect the collection of our funds. Five secre- 
taries! Four different meeting houses! How readily I forgive the 
1 alatag man who went east on a Friday instead of coming west, 
and on another night found himself in St. Martin’s Lane by mistake, 
took a cab to the Portman Arms, where he discovered that he ought 
to have gone to the Foresters’ Hall. Let me give you here a full list 

of the officers, There are—Three Presidents, two Vice-Presidents, 


five Chairmen, five Treasurers, fifteen Trustees, five Committees of 
twelve each, and the five Secretaries aforesaid, making a grand total 
of ninety-five. 

‘* Possibly some of you may be of opinion that it makes no difference 
whether there be twenty-five or ninety-five officers, so long as only five 
are paid for their services, Let me show you the utter fallacy of such 
an opinion. 

‘The salaries you pay amount to £87 16s. That looks a big item 
when we remember that we have no secretary, in the full sense of the 
term ; but the really big item—the item which cannot be justified—is 
the one that is incurred by the offices filled by your ninety unpaid 
officers, Reduce their number to what is requisite, and that cruelly 
wasteful item—printing, stationery, and stamps—will no longer run 
away with £133 15s. 5d. 

‘“We have 4,117 enrolled members, but their interests are one and 
identical ; therefore, what do we want with five certificates of member- 
ship? One ticket is surely sufficient. We don’t want a second to 
inform us that we are members of the Fisheries Society, and a third to 
give us the same information respecting the Benevolent. Why 
produce a second, a third—aye, a fourth, and a fifth ticket? Five 
tickets of membership! Ofcourse, we don't all take the five tickets, 
but we have to pay for them. 

‘I quite agree that it is advisable that a card giving a list of the 
reduced fares to the various fishing stations should be given to each 
member ; but where is the advisability of employing three printers to 
do the work three times over ? 

‘‘The remarks I have made in reference to the five tickets of 
membership and the three oj railway fares, anplies with equal force to 
the setting up and printing of three lists of clubs, three visiting lists, 
and the innumerable circulars and notices of meetings. 

‘‘The gross incomes are as follows :— 

The Central Association .. ie Be a hs 27 een Oor 
The United London Anglers’ Central Committee, 


including five guineas from the W. C. A a § 854i lome103 
The West Central Association ¥ a. ye SLITS I> 43% 
The Fisheries Society fe i Pa ZOLA lor er 
Anglers’ Benevolent. . TOS Gueens 
Making a total of .. ; CK ie ta 


One hundred and thirty-three pounds fifteen shillings and fivepence 
for printing, stationery, and stamps. What a terrible waste, By 
adding the salaries and printing together we get a total of f221 11s. 5d. 
—more than 4I per cent. of the income. 

‘“‘ Can you doubt after the figures I have given you that our present 
mode of collecting the funds is not only wasteful, but the doing of so 
much routine work over and over again is unnecessary and dis- 
heartening ? 

“« PRESERVATION. 

“‘T have said, and you have admitted, that after the funds are col- 
lected it is the first duty of our associations ‘to preserve, or assist to 
preserve, the rivers we fish, and to make a sustained effort to obtain 
more efficient legislation for that purpose.’ 

‘“‘T have strong opinions on this subiect, and if I speak a little 
warmly my excuse is that I have been an angler, and intimately asso- 
ciated with anglers for a great number of years. Ihave taken a deep 
and active interest in all preservation projects, and I confess rey at 
times during this long period I have felt disappointment at the then 
present and despondency as to the future of our sport, not caused so 
much by the unprotected state of our rivers and the ravages of the 
numerous gangs of poachers as by the deplorable apathy or miserable 
selfishness of that portion—be it large or small—of the angling public 
who go on fishing our waters year after year without giving a thought 
or a copper towards the maintenance of the sport which they enjoy. 
We have no power or control over the untold army of non-club 
anglers, but we have this consolation: our societies are pushing their 
way, and if we can only be more united we shall be more respected, 
and increased respect will cause those who now hold aloof to join us 
in such numbers as will make our labour of preservation less difficult 
and much less costly. 

‘‘T have undertaken to show you, as briefly and as concisely as I 
can, what the three associations and the Fisheries Society are doing 
in fulfilment of the important duty of preservation. The plain facts, 
reliable figures, and fair inferences which I am about to give will most 
assuredly cause you to doubt whether those to whom you have dele- 
gated this work fully recognise its vital importance, especially as it 
affects our great river, the Thames. 

‘*Should I not be considerably within the mark were I to say that 
there are more coarse fish taken from the Thames and Lea by rod 
and line than from all the other waters in England ? 

‘“Who will undertake to sum up the profit in health, sport, and 
pleasure which we derive from them? Yet. priceless as is the gain to 
us, what.do we give in return? Lea preservation costs us £27 os. 9}d., 
and so far as I have been able to inquire the money is well and 
judiciously spent, and the smallness of the amount is attributable in 
no small degree to the fact that Mr. Ghurney has a free pass on the 
Great Eastern, which he makes a liberal use of, 

“If there is anyone who would find fault with me for so quickly 
passing from the Lea to the Thames, I would remind him that it is 
more pleasant for me, and far more complimentary to my hearers, to 
be silent upon a subject which I know so little of, and spare time 
which will enable me to speak on a subject upon which I may be able 
to give you useful information. 

“Another item of expenditure, which is equally satisfactory, is 
that of £16 Its. 6d. paid as rewards for the conviction of poachers. 
Money could not, in my opinion, be more sensibly spent. To the 
Reading and District Preservation Society, £5 5s. This is satisfactory 


269 





also. Next, we have £6 6s. for watching the Fisheries Societies’ 
waters, £2 2s. 5d. for notice boards, and £17 14s. 1d. for fish-hatching 
boxes. Lhe only other item is that to the Thames Angling Preserva- 
ticn Society, to whom they give £42, making a total of £116 3s. 93d. 

«As most of you are aware, I am one of your representatives on the 
working committee of that society, and I don’t think it would be quite 
correct for me to criticise here the work being done by them; but the 
balance sheet for 1882 is now public property, and I want to refer to it 
to show you that because you gave them £42 you can scarcely claim 
that that amount was devoted to the preservation of our rivers. You 
will find that the preliminary expenses of the T.A.P.S., such as secre- 
tary’s salary, printing, stationery, and stamps, amounts to the for- 
midable total of £206 15s. 6d., outof an income of £383 os. 4d. ; so 
that if we are desirous of getting at the net amount which goes in its 
integrity for preservation, we must deduct fully one-half of the £42 
from the £116 3s. 9}d., which leaves us the small and totally insufhi- 
cient sum of £95 3s. g}d., while the income is £430 6s. 2d., exclusive 
of the Anglers’ Benevolent. . 

‘< Even these figures do not show as clearly as I desire the process 
of filteration through which our funds pass. Indeed, I am somewhat 
in the same position as the Lambeth County Court judge was about 
the application of those two and sixpences. I want a question 
answered, and it is: ‘Ifa sum of money cost 46 per cent. to collect, 
and then has to submit to one or two small and undefined expenses, 
after which it is handed over to another society, which spends 54 per 
cent. in its application, what percentage of the original amount goes 
to the preservation of rivers ? 

‘ After these unsatisfactory figures and bad percentages you will be 
pleasantly surprised to learn that a preservation society, which I will 
name, having an income of £103, spent only £15 8s. 2d. to pay all 
their expenses for the year, and they got back for advertisements 
49 6s., which reduced their actual expenses to £6 2s. 2d., or only 
© per cent. I have had occasion, and it has been my duty, to speak 
and write that which was anything but satisfactory in reference to 
preservation societies, and I am sorry to say shall have to do it again; 
but it is a pleasanter duty to point out to you that the Maidenhead, 
Cookham, and Bray Preservation Society spend 94 per cent. of their 
money on the work for which it was subscribed. 

‘“‘T will give you a brief outline of the work being done on the 96 
miles of the river Thames between Richmond and Oxford, 94 of which 
we fish without interference. The Thames Angling Preservation 
Society go as faras Staines—20 miles; from that point to Monkey 
Island—i2 miles—the Windsor and Eton preserve, or rather pretend 
to preserve. To be strictly accurate, I should say that the Windsor 
and Eton never did preserve the lower half of this water, and much to 
their credit, be it said, they no longer make pretence of doing so. 

‘“‘What Thames angler but knows some of the splendid reaches of 
water under the nominal jurisdiction of this society? To describe 
them and the innumerable swims which they contain would require 
not only a paper to itself, but many papers. It will be sufficient if I 
tell you that it includes the scours below Bell Weir and the Weir- 

ool. 

ae Take from your club rooms and private collections the specimen 
fish which this half mile alone has given yon, and there would be man 
a space which you would have great difficulty in so worthily filling 
again. It includes that beautiful and fishy part by Haynes, past 
Ancherwycke Park, with its beautiful high banks, overhung with 
chestnuts, blackthorn, and willow poilard, underneath which the 
river rushes, causing here and there back runs, eddies, and deeps, 
which should be the homes, as they once were, of innumerable chub 
and perch, and that mile of gentle-flowing water above Egham Lock, 
where the largest and laziest of roach and tench used to wander in 
and out amongst the half-sunken boughs. It also includes the Old 
River or Fleet, which has been described, and truthfully, as an angler’s 
paradise, where those nuisances, the tow-boats, trailers,.and steam- 
launches never come, and where even the unscrupulous riparian owner 
fears to step in. Here we are left face to face with one enemy only, 
and I ask you how much longer will you be content that the poacher 
be allowed to work his will? 

‘‘ There are 5} miles in all between Old Windsor Weir and Egham 
Lock, and you would finda good swim and a basket of fish in every 20 
yards of it if protected as it should be. No one claims rights—the 
freehold is ours; yet to our shame as London anglers, be it said, this 
5; miles has not seen a wholly or partially paid kecper, a bailiff, or a 
protector of any sort for these five years past. 

“*T was present at a meeting of the Windsor and Eton Preservation 
Society with my friends, Messrs. Spreckley and Clench, on the 3rdinst., 
when I discovered that their chief excuse for the inefficiency of their 
labours was that nineteen out oftwenty who fished their waters were 
Londoners who gave them no encouragement. Mark the sense of 
their words: ‘ We don’t mind working, but we;want encouragement if 
it’s ever so little.’ 

‘The fishing from Monkey Island to Goring is under the care of the 
Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray, the Marlow, and the-Reading and 
District Preservation Society. Many of you have had an opportunity 
of meeting our friend, Mr. Butler, the secretary of the latter association, 
who I know to be a very hard and practical worker. He and his com- 
mittee deserve our warmest thanks and a larger sum than five guineas, 
which our associations now give them. 

‘‘ The Marlow has been in existence some considerable time, yet we 
aye neither given them money or made inquiries as to their need 
of it. 

‘* The Maidenhead are doing a splendid work for us; but we give 
them no money—no encouragement. Have we any right to wonder 
that there are no decided symptoms of pleasure on their part when 
they see a train-load of us arrive to fish the waters they labour to pre- 
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serve, while we—or rather our three associations, whose chief business 
itis to preserve, and assist to preserve—give them not a penny? 
This is the society, remember, that has shown us that it is possible to 
apply 94 per cent. of a gross income to the object for which the 
money was subscribed. 

‘« From Staines to Goring is 49 miles, all of which are under the care 
of preservation societies at an annual cost of £355. How much do 
you suppose our three associations, with their divided wisdom and 
counsels, vote towards that large sum? Why, exactly the odd £5 per 
annum. Five pounds for the care of the interests of 4,117 enrolled 
members on 49 miles of the grandest fishing river in England ! 

What would our Sheffield brother anglers give for, and expend on, 
such a length of such a river ? 

‘‘ They recently held a meeting, at which Mr. Marston and myself 
were present, to consider the filthy state of the Don, which is so pol- 
luted that fish can no longer live in it; and although one of the 
speakers pointed out that it would cost over £100,000 to do the neces- 
sary work, the meeting decided to persevere. Since then I learn they 
have induced their corporation to move in the matter; plans and 
figures of.costs have been prepared, and are now being considered. 
In all probability the river Don will be purified and restocked at an 
estimated cost of £137,000. We London anglers have no truly great 
difficulties to contend with. I sometimes wish we had, as possibly 
those difficulties would make men ofus, and we should then no 
longer be children content to piay at river preservation as we are now 
doing. ‘ 

i ‘‘* ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT. 

‘‘ With your permission I will deal with the Anglers’ Benevolent first, 
leaving the railway concessions for the next and last portion of my 
case. I have no doubt that ninety out of every hundred desire that 
we should continue to carry on the good work done by the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society, and if we should have to determine that there is a 
better and more economical way of doing that work we shall require 
a powerful microscope to discover any waste, errors, or faults in the 
distribution of the society’s funds ; but, on the otherhand, I don’t think 
there will be much difficulty in discovering that there is an unne- 
cessary waste of good men’s time which might be utilised for other 
purposes if they met in a building where all other angling work was 
carried on. 

‘‘Yo.a can readily see what the waste of time is. The committee 
consists of fourteen gentlemen, well-known and respected by us all, © 
and out of whom we’get a quantity of work; then there are our friends, 
Messrs. Bonvoisin, Morgan, and Ghurney, mrking seventeen in all. 
They met at the Foresters’ Hall twenty-four times during the year to 
vote away £40 I0s., or an average of £1 13s. 4d. per meeting, or just a 
trifle less than 2s. per member... The members of this committee 
reside in all parts of London, and I don’t think I should overestimate 
their expenses for the evening if I said they equalled the money voted, 
Of course, as someone may point out, it was their own money and 
time which they were spending. Just so; and it is our duty to see 
that we do not cause these men to spend their time and money unne- 
cessarily, but to so order and distribute the work as will enable us to 
make the bestand most profitable use of it. 

‘Another fault, and not a small one, is the difficulty of geiting 
members to join. One of the chief reasons which caused me to work 
for the society was the hope that begging would be done away with. 
I feel certain that there have been morejourneysundertaken, and more 
earnest pleading, and eloquent speeches made to get members to join 
the Anglers’ Benevolent than was ever made for the needy angler 
under the old system. : 

«‘ And what does all this begging for members produce ? £37 8s. 7d. 
—actually a smaller sum than they took out ofit. No one could pos- 
sibly take exception to a single item of the expenses, yet they amount 
to 431 3s. 4d., which is only £5 15s. less than the members’ subscrip- 
tions. 

‘*T will show you how I would remedy these grave faults in the 
second part of my paper. What I am trying to do now is to prove to 
you that grave faults exist. 

‘* RAILWAY CONCESSIONS. 

‘Tf there be any man or men in this room to whom I have failed to 
show the necessity of one central authority to guard our interests, I 
ask him or them to give special heed to this my last effort to demon- 
strate that our present organisations are faulty, wasteful, and risky in 
the highest degree. : 

*“We have decided that itis one of the primary duties of the asso- 
ciations to protect our railway concessions. As most, if notall, of you 
are aware, these concessions are the backbone—indeed, the very life 
of the three Central Associations. Were we to lose them there can © 
be no doubt that we should rapidly fall into a state of thorough dise 
organisation, and many a hundred of hard-working men, who can 
now with difficulty raise the amount of the reduced fare, would be 
compelled to forego those pleasant outings which form a break in the 
cruelly dull monotony of their hard every-day struggle. 

‘« There are two great causes for apprehension, one of which may at 
any moment entirely deprive us of those privileges, and the other 
materially diminish their usefulness as a source of income. : 

‘‘The first, and most to be dreaded, apprehension is that the 
frequent abuse of the privilege will so wear out the patience of some 
one or other of the railway companies as will cause them to do that 
which they have threatened to do more than once—viz., to take the 
concession from us. 

‘«The second cause of apprehension is that a single society, ora. 
number of societies, offended at some misunderstanding, or desirous 
of doing something which has not been done by us, will approach the 
railway companies, and get the concessions for themselves. 

‘* Pray don’t underestimate this perilous rock ahead. I could tell 
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you how very near we have been to a number four, Remember we 
have gone from one to two, from two to three, and as surely as 
to-morrow’s sun will rise we shall go from three to four, and from four 
to five. Surely our difficulties are enough now, but they will be multi- 
plied when we have a fourth, and possibly a fifth, and a sixth associa- 
tion. 

“‘ There is only one way by which these apprehensions can be 
removed, and that is, by transferring the concessions from the hands of 
the three different associations which now control them into the hands 
of one body, so that there may be one privilege ticket only, and then 
give the railway companies good reasons for our action, and such 
reasons as will win renewed confidence from them, and prevent the 
granting of concessions to Tom, Dick, and Harry. 

“This completes my case against the present central organisation. 
If I have failed to convince you the fault must be mine, as the bare 
facts and figures would have been sufficient. 

**Some present here may ask themselves, or may be they will ask 
me, why I have so suddenly woke up to the importance of this sub- 
ject ? Have the weaknesses, improvidence, and risks of our present 
systems only just begun to develop themselves, or have they actually 
been in existence for many years past ? Well, I and others must plead 
guilty to having shut our eyes and held our tongues. The fact is, we 
have feared lest the mere word organisation or amalgamation should 
have the effect of driving us still farther apart. 

“‘T have advocated that we should allow matters to drift, with the 
hope that we might drift into such contact with each other on minor 
points as would engender a mutual respect, and upon respect to build 
up an actual unity of the London anglers. 

“T say that it was our first and paramount duty to wait for the day 
when the anglers should be ripe to deal, and the subject be equally 
ripe to be dealt with. I believe that time has come, and that further 
delay has no justification—on the contrary, is full of peril to our most 
vital interests. 

“THE BETTER ORGANISATION OF THE LONDON ANGLERS. 

“Had I devoted the whole, or the greater portion, of this paper to 
the preparation of a scheme for the better organisation of the London 
anglers I should have overshot my mark, and most probably have 
offered that which some of you failed to see the necessity of accepting. 
Would-be reformers must always remember that a certain proportion 
of any given number of men are so constituted as to prefer things as 
they are, and unless they are shown that matters are in a bad way 
and likely to become worse, there is no hope of moving them to the 
exertions necessary for the adoption of the prescribed remedies. 

* “JT don’t mind confessing here that, compared with my weighty 
anxiety, that you should determine that reorganisation is necessary. 
My anxiety for the adoption of the particular scheme which I am about 
to lay before you is as light as air. Once decide that reorganisation 
is necessary, and that you will insist on one central institution for all 
angling work, and the rest is a mere matter of detail. Be as unsparing 
in your criticisms as my faulty scheme deserves. Object to the title, 
object to the basis of its constitution, raise doubts of its efficacy, say 
it is Utopian and unpractical, that it goes too far or not far enough— 
object to it from beginning to end, and I care not one jot if you will 
only remember that failure in this part of my paper does not and 
cannot justify inaction. 

“Tf I have failed others will succeed. There is no captive Israelitish 
difficulty. We have plenty of material. Neither is the problem such 
a one as vexed the Yankee cooper, who was given an old bung-hole, 
and asked to fit a new cask to it. We have a number of ascertained 
and accepted quantities which we have been dealing with for such a 
lengthened period as enables us to place them without difficulty, and 
when once so placed we shall have a clear outline of the desired posi- 
tion. For instance, we know the number of members that the institu- 
tion would have to serve, the exact proportion which belongs to each 
club, and from these facts we are enabled to decide what would be a 
fair representation. We also know the work which is expected. Let 
me repeat it :— 

** To collect funds. 

“To preserve, or assist to preserve, the rivers we fish, and to make 
a sustained effort to obtain more efficient legislation for that 
purpose. 

‘** To protect our railway concessions and to try for others. 

**To hold ou! a friendly and helping hand to the needy and dis- 
tressed amongst us. 

‘*To promote and protect every interest that affects us as anglers. 

** To do this work in a practical and efficient manner we shall require 
a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, three Trustees, and 
a sub-committee of eight to be called the Railway Concessions and 
Financial Cominittee. 

**A second sub-committee of eight to be called the Fisheries and 
Preservation Committee, and a third sub-committee of eight to be 
called the Benevolent Committee, 

“Once during each month the three sub-committees should meet 
together, and form themselves into a general working committee. 

“We shall also require a thoroughly practical man as secretary, 
who must be prepared to place his entire services at our disposal, and 
for which we must expect, and can well afford, to pay. 

“ And lastly, we shall want a suitable man as superintendent of the 
waters which we rent, preserve, or assist to preserve, who will be the 
connecting link between ourrivers and the preservation committee. 

‘‘An important point is that of representation. While there are 
three associations and the clubs take their privilege tickets from more 
than one, the best plan is to accept two delegates from each; but 
when they take all their tickets from the new association, I would 
~prefer to see them represented in as fair a proportion to the number of 














If we gave one delegate to clubs with less than forty members, two 
for more than forty and less than one hundred, and three for clubs 
taking more than one hundred tickets, we should not only get a fairer, 
but also a better representation. Fairer, because a club with twenty 
members cannot expect to have the same amount of representatives 
as a club with two hundred ; better, because a club with the larger 
number offers a greater choice for the election of a second and third 
representative. 

** Another advantage of this mode of representation would be that 
it would tend to discourage the splitting-up tendencies of our larger 
societies, and encourage the smaller ones to persevere in their efforts 
to make their societies of more importance. 

“T don’t think I need go into the question of ‘when and for how 
long these delegates should be elected?’ I think it may possibly be 
best to leave that to the clubs; but I do think our fully-paid secretary 
should keep a delegate book which should give the number of tickets 
taken by each club, and the names and addresses of their representa- 
tive or representatives, so that we may be enabled to communicate 
direct with them if there should be need of a hastily-summoned 
general meeting. 

‘‘ The delegates should meet once a month, on a day andat a place 
most convenient to the majority, in a room capable of holding at least 
200. The minutes of the last meeting having been read, the secretary 
should proceed to read the correspondence on such subjects as have 
not been delegated to either of the sub-committees. The chairman 
of the general committee would then present his committee’s report, 
together with such recommendations as he or his committee may 
deem advisable. Having asked that his report be adopted, any 
member of the general body objecting to the matter or matters con- 
tained in the report a discussion would follow, which would result in 
the adoption of the report, or its being referred back to the committee 
for revisal. 

* The chairmen of the three sub-committees would follow with their 
reports. These being disposed of, the delegates would be at liberty to 
bring any matter before the meeting, precedence being given to those 
who had given wiitten notice of their intention so to do. 

“‘T have purposely omitted to draft rules, as they are so purely a 
matter of detail, and had I introduced them here I tear I might have 
turned some of your attentions from the main points. I have, there- 
fore, preferred to spare space wherewith to give you a few details of 
the working of the three impertant sub-committees. 

‘‘ First stands the railway concessions and financial committee of 
eight, who have been elected as specially fitted for these duties. 
They are assisted by the secretary—fully paid, remember—and one of 
the three vice-presidents as chairman. I have already told you what, 
in my opinion, should be done to guard the railway concessions from 
the grave perils at present threatening them; therefore, I will only add, 
in reference to this portion of their duties, that they would have all 
cases of the abuse of the privilege ticket referred to them. They would 
also be prepared to advise the general body as. to the wisdom of 
making such applications for further concessions as will from time to 
time be proposed by the delegates. 

‘Their financial duties would include the payment ofall salaries 
and accounts, to advise the general boay as to the making of special 
grants to the funds of the Benevolent or such preservation societies as 
we may deem worthy of our assistance, and to be prepared to answer 
any financial question which may be asked by the members at the 
general meetings. I can fancy that the first recommendation of this 
committee would be, ‘one ticket, one annual charge, the ticket to 
entitle us to all privileges, including that of the Anglers’ Benevo- 
lent, the yearage to be sufficient to cover all charges, such yearage 
to be finally fixed, of course, at the annual general meeting.’ 

‘‘ The fisheriesand preservationcommittee, assisted by a vice-presi- 
dent and the secretary, would take over the work of the Fisheries 
Society, and proceed to organise a system of preservation, The men 
forming this committee should be those who take a special interest in 
the subject, and are capable of giving practical aid in carrying out the 
work. For instance, some one or more of them should become 
members, and attend the meetings, of our local preservation 
societies, encourage them in their work, and report to his or their 
committee, who would when necessary ask for a grant in aid of their 
funds. 

‘‘ During the past few years a number of local fishing associations 
have been formed with a view of preserving certain waters for the use 
of their members. It should be one of the duties of this committee to 
be in correspondence with them, and where desirable give them aid, 
in return for which our members should be at liberty to fish their 
waters on production of our privilege ticket. Another advantage of 
this Corresponding connection would be that we should so extend our 
influence in the provinces, especially in the home counties, as would 
enable us to carry through Parliament, first our New Fisheries Bill, 
and secondly, a workable Pollution Act. 

‘‘The superintendent or head bailiff, for whom a railway pass can 
be procured, must be a fuily and fairly paid man, and be placed at 
the disposal of the committee. 

‘©The Benevolent Committee, aided by a vice-president and the 
secretary, would take the place, and do the work, of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. At the annual general meeting a sum should be 
voted and placed at their disposal, which they should endeavour to 
augment by donations or yearly subscriptions, as is now done. 

‘‘The rules and regulations of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society 
have been drafted with such care,and been so amended by experience, 
that this committee could not do better than adopt them; indeed, I 
would recommeud that as many of the present committee of the 
Benevolent as possible be elected to serve on this, The three principal 


tickets they take as a due regard for the smaller clubs would permit. objections to the Benevolent Society would thus be overcome, 
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We concentrate our efforts, we no longer work and beg for members, 
and we save £31 13s. 4d. per annum, the present working 
expenses. 

‘WAYS AND MEANS. 

‘‘T have left the important matter 0! ways and means until last, as 
I thought it best you should first b: informed as to the nature and 
extent of my other suggestions. 

‘“At present we pay Is. to the association of whom we get a 
privilege ticket, ani Is, to the Fisheries Society ; so that 
the yearage is now 2s. Then the Benevolent steps in and 
asks us to voluntarily pay them Is. Six hundred and ninety-one 
ont of the 4,117 responded to that appeal, and paid over 
Gi OS. 7 How much easier, how mich fairer and: more 
satisfactory that we should all pay 3s.? I hope no one will 
accuse nie of being unmindful of my poorer brother anglers. I would 
not be a party to taking .a single penny unnecessarily from their 
pockets, and before I could bring myself to consent to mave this 
suggestion, I had ascertained that it is the poor angler that is paying 
the 3s.now. I have also asked myself the question, ‘Whacdo I 
ofer in return?’ The answer is, your railway concessions shall be 
vuarded, and, if possible, extended ; your free rivers shall be pro- 
tected, and private waters shall be rented for you; the needy and 
wistressed among you shall be relieved. 

** Three shillings per year means a trifle more than one halfpenny 
a week. Many of you must have been struck with the wonderful 
penny’s-worth offered. Cheap travelling, good sport, pleasure and 
charity for one halfpenny per week. Small as this sum is, it would 
produce £617 Irs, The donations and annual subscriptions to the 
Benevolent amount to 465 17s. 8d., making our gross income 
#083 8s. 8d. Out of this sum we must pay our secretary and ailiff, 
vote a sum to the Benevolent committee, and provice for printing, 
stationery, stamps and general expenses. 

Much will depend on our getting a good practical 
secretary, whose salary | fix at £150 per annum, 


payable monthly, not yearly.. ts ys i %150 -Owno 
Head bailiff, 30s. per week : ae oe Rie 73 700 
Benevolent vote (the amount expended last year) .. 50 OO 
Present amount paid for printing, stationery, and 
stamps, £133 15s. 5d.; proposed amount, 
£33 15s. 5d. (This sum would be found ample, if 
not more than sufficient, when augmented by the 
numerous advertisements which a fully paid 
secretary could get.) «fe oe 83 15185 
Incidental expenses Se 30 ; t se 20 0 0 
Totai Bae ats As 


“ Which leaves us an available balance of £351 13s. 3d. 

‘“ What are we going to do with this handsome sum of~money ? 
Why, give it to the Preservation Committee, who, with the active 
assistance of our secretary and bailiff, and with our support and 
encouragement, will remove those cruel evils in our present system of 
preservation. 

“I have no more to say—the decision rests with you; but 
remember delay means more and possibly greater difficulties. 
Something on the very morrow of to-day may occur which will 
cause a difficulty to arise which will need another three years’ 
waiting, waste and impotency; and during three such years how 
many of the men who have laboured for your unity so long, will 
then be content to labour and hope for that which you have now 
within your reach, and which you may secure by the most trifling 
sacrifice ? At what previous period have the followers of our sport 
had so many good friends ready to Jend a helping hand as to-day ? 
I can count them, not by ones and twos, but by the score. Can the 
followers of any other sport, pleasure or pastime claim that they 
have so many true and generous men among them, who are content 
to think, work, and spend, without desire of reward, as we can? If 
there be, I would like to tell them as I will tell you, and through you 
the anglers of London, that while you or they are at liberty to waste 
and fritter away labour that is purchased and paid for, you are not at 
liberty, you have no right to go on accepting and wasting such labour 
as you have accepted and wasted. You have now the opportunity of 
making wise and fruitful use of these labours, Fruitful use of labour 
is a reward in itself; but, if you desire to give them further reward, I 
can tell you what will be more acceptable than costly gifts ‘or 
brilliantly illuminated addresses, and what will at the same time 
satis'y their and your greatest and most pressing piscatorial need— 
it is one central association for all anglers, which I would name 
‘The London and Provincial Anglers’ Central Association.’ ” 


a 





THE EDINBURGH EXHIBITION VOLUME OF ESSAYS. 


ie consequence of a mistake on the part of the printer, an 

old announcement of the above volume (which has been 
out some time now) was inserted last week. As it might mis- 
lead, we insert this correction at once. A notice of the volume 
itself will appear shortly. 








Wasu Your Docs with Natprre’s Prize Mepa. Soap, recom- 
mended by the late Frank Buckland. It Destroys Insects 
Cleanses the Skin, removes all Smell, and gives Gloss to the 
Coat. Price as., of all Chemists and Perfumers. N.B.—See 
that you get Naxprre’s Soar.—[ Apyr. ] 








THE UNITED LONDON ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS FISHERIES 
NOCIBIY. 

A petition against the excessive speed of steam-launches upon the river 
Thames will be laid before the committee in the House of Lords in abouta 
fortnight’s time. It is important that this petition be signed at once, A copy 
lies at the Star and Garter Hotel, St. Martin’s Lane, for signatures. Will our 
London anglers embrace this opportunity of putting astop ro one of their 
greatest nuisinces? It may be the last chance for many a year. Go andsign 
at oace please.—T. HooLr, hon, sec. 








NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

On Derby Day, as if to show that anglers are content with their own par- 
ticular sport, the eighth annual dinner of the above society washeld. A large 
number sat down to a secherché repast supptied by mine host of the Norfouk 
Arms, Burwood Place, Edgware Road. Tne cooking of the viands was per- 
feciion, making one say, with Izaac Walton, ‘‘ These dishes are too good fir 
any but anglers or very honest men.’’ The floral decorations and Gther pleasant 
adjancts of the dinnec-table evidently emanated from the hostess, whose taste 
was thoroughly appreciated. Mr. Petchy occupied the position of chairman, 
and by his wirty and seasonable remarks in his own cheery style kept the large 
company in good humour to the last ; whilst the vice-chairman, Mr. Wharton, 
also showed that he understood the duties of his post. When grace had been 
said, ‘¢ Prosperity to the Norfolk Angling Society ’’ was given, after which the 
chairman called on his esteemed friend, Mr. Wooldridge, to open the harmony. 
The song selected, ‘*The Powder Monkey,’? was sung with great expression, 
and proved to be highly popular. Mr. Turner followed with ‘‘ Father’s Only 
Love.’’?’ Mr. Raymond’s * Sailing, ’? given in a hearty manner, received much 
applause, which he repaid with the appropriate ‘‘ Old Familiar Faces.” The 
‘‘Health of the Treasurer,’? proposed by Mr. Pauncefote, having been drunk, 
Mr. Simper gave a really comic song, in the course of which he inverted man 
old sayings said to be found in Tupper’s ‘‘ Proverbial Philosophy.’? The 
veteran Mr. Chapman's ‘‘ Three Doctors from York’’ secured an encore later 
on in. the evening in ‘‘ The Maid of Llangollen,’ ’—this song was a delightful 
surprise to his hearers. The toast of ‘‘ The Chairman’? was proposed by Mr. 
Chapman, who spoke of the many virtues and good qualities possessed by Mr. 
Petchy; he felt confident that all shared his opinion that he was a joily good 
fellow. The toast was drunk with musical honours, and in response Mr. 
Petchy assured the members that he felt proud to be in their company that 
evening. His experience onthe river encouraged him to state that the season . 
would be very early. Referring to Mr. Noble, he said that gentleman had pre- 
sented some 24,000 trout, which would be placed in the river Thames at 
Henley in about three or four months. Hethanked them all for their flattering ~ 
reception. In ‘*The Girls of the School at the End of the Street,”? Mr. 
Munday took the opportunity of portraying, in his inimitably droll manner, 
the characteristics of several nationalities. The ‘‘ Health of the Vice-Chair- 
mzxn’’ was next proposed, andin responding, Mr. Wharton thanked them for 
the compliment paid him, and said he was indeed gratified to find they had 
confidence in him ; the position was a n»vel one to him, and he felt nervous ar 
first, but ‘‘ courage mounteth with occasion,’’ and he trusted to acquit himself 
betterin the future. He would not sit down without thanking Herr Prauns- 
mandel —who would sing the nest soag—for his kind assistance in keeping bis 
end of the room in a merry vein, He endeavoured, for his part, to sustain the 
credit of the society by habitually bringing to the club-room the fish he caught, 
great orsmall. He hoped to find the practice of the few made a rule by all in 
the coming season. The fact that the ‘‘intel-igent foreigner ’’? was present was 
disclosed by ‘‘ The Watch on the Rhine,’’ received with great applause. The 
health of ** The Secretary’’ being given, Mr. Buckingham modestly stated that 
‘deeds, not werds,’’ were his forte, and although he thought that Fielding was 
right in saying ‘“‘ When l’mnot thanked at all I’m thanked enough,’’ he was 
very grateful for their kind recognition of his services in the past, and trusted 
to merit their approbation in the future. He then read his statement for the 
year. The principal prize winners were Messrs. Petchy, Foulger, Goldsworthy, 
J. Bendall, Lembson, Wharton, &c. Althsugh the number of prizes offered 
tor competition for the ensuing season was large, the secretary said the list 
was not to be considered complete as he expected other names in the course of 
afew days. ‘The principal donors were Mr. Chapman, a handsome pair of oil 
paintings and four other prizes; Mr. Petchy, six money prizes; and Mr. Gallo- 
way, four prizes. Several of last season's prizes were not taken, which Mr. 
Buckingham said indicated there was not more than one prize-hunter in the 
club. Before resuming his seat he would ask one favour of the members—viz., 
that each one would try to improve the attendance for the coming season. 
Mr. Wharton then gave the melodious ‘‘ When Other Lips,’’ to the delight of 
the room, a!though the effect was somewhat marred by the accompaniment. 
This was succeeded by the ‘‘Good Rhine Wine”? of Mr. Bentley, whose popu- 
lariy was increased by proposing the toast of ‘* The Host and Hostess.” As 
he was addressing persons who possibly had the pleasure of knowing Mr. and 
Mis. Galloway, as well as himself, many words were unnecessary. Even to 
strangers Mr. Galloway’s face ever tells them he is ‘‘sure care’s an enemy to 
lite.” The caterer of that evening was a man worthy of their praisey and had 
proved he was equal to any emergency. Doub less, the temperature of the 
room had been noticed by the members as being quiie pleasant compared with 
what might have been expected on such a warm evening. He had the pleasure 
to inform them that afier many attempts, and surmounting great difficulties, 
owing to the construction of the room, Mr. Galloway had succeeded in in- 
geniously combining the novel ventilating apparatus with the lighting, thus 
effecting a marked improvement. He deserved to be credited for this con- 
sideration of the comlort of his brother members. Dr, Johnston a century 
ago (1776) wrote, ‘‘ There is nothing which has yet been contrived by man by 
which so much happiness is produced as by a good tavern or inn,’’ aud he felt 


_sure that while Mr. Galloway lived at least one example could be shown of the 


truth of that remark. Other songs and toasts followed, which made the timie 
speed quickly, aided by the unceasing efforts of the worthy chairman, who 
saved the company from a single dull moment. Mr. Wocldridge, with ** Rule 
Britannia,’’ brought to a close a most enjoyable evening.—H. D. 








Grorce JAmrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 
Woblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the presentseason. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendalhooks. Prices ¢ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen, O:ders punctually 
attended to.—[Apbvr.] 

. 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION, 


—— = 


THE SEA FISHERIES DEPARTMENT. 


HERE is much to interest visitors in the numerous exhibits 
of Mr. George Read, of Deal, Stand 34, who unquestion- 
ably is a natural genius, as his simple self-acting helm signals 
will testify. Mr. Read exhibited the model of this, if we remem- 
ber aright, at Tynemouth, and was awarded £200 by the 
Admiralty as a recognition of his invention. The principle is 
precisely the same as that adopted for rudder chains: an arm, 
with discs at the ends, notifying what helm the vessel is under, and 
at night time a port and starboard light shown at the masthead 
indicates the course which is being steered. The invention is 
highly thought of by practical men, testimonials having been 
given Mr. Read by Admiral Mends, Captain Hamilton, of H.M.S. 
Achilles, Sir Luke Smithett, Captain Sullivan, H M.S. Volage, 
‘Admiral Bullock, and thirty-one Deal pilots. 

Mr. Read’s trawl, witha circularcod end, which is distended 
by rings onthe principle of a net ina wild-fowl decoy pond, is 
cleverly contrived, and by means of open meshes of the stipulated 
standard for immature fish nothing but marketable goods are 
hauled. Improved gear for ‘‘ boarding” the net is shown, which 
should be a means of saving many a heavy pull, judged by the 
way the boarding ropes are fitted. 

Mr. Read is.also responsible for a system of signals—illustrated 
by diagrams—for tidal harbours, &c., flash lights for fishermen, 
and day and night signals for fishing boats, &c. 

Mr. George Findlay, of Banff, Scotland, Stand 35, showsa 
herring net with plan; it is hung according to rule, every eleven 
knots in the body of the net corresponding with every eight knots 
in the head rope, and the net is then in fishing order. 

Mr. Brooks, at 36, exhibits a beam trawl with ordinary heads, 
and trawl warp of 60 fathoms, with bridles, shackles, and ground 
chain complete; chafing pieces are put onthe parts where the 
heaviest work comes. « 

Mr. H. Wilson, of Plymouth, Stand 37, has a fine show of hard 
laid West-country rope, and some beautiful white manilla, which 
should run as soft as silk through the blocks. 

Mr. H. C. W. Shepherd, of Raglan Street, Lowestoft, shows a 
cleverly-designed apparatus fitted to a model deep-sea trawl, 
which will give notice if the net has turned over ; and a model of 
a boat is at the same stand (38)—she appears to us to be admir- 
ably suited for the dangerous work of carrying fish from the 
catcher to the carrier. 

At Stand 41, Mr. William Beeston, of Newclee, Grimsby, 
exhibits the model of an improved deep-sea trawl. The heads 
have adjustable sockets for disconnecting the gear when on board 
yachts ; projecting wheels are fitted on the irons for the purpose 
of assisting the trawl heads to clear submarine cables, &c. India- 
rubber and hemp escape-holes, or grummets, are worked in the 
cod end and pockets to allow undersized fish to escape, and the 
whole fit-out is, in our opinion, highly meritorious, and is well 
worthy inspection. 

Mr. J. 8. Cragg, of Lowestoft, has a very extensive and 
admirable show of nets and fishing gear, which should come in 
the catalogue at 43, but is down for 316, in Division VIJI. The 
trammels shown by this exhibitor are somewhat novel, and, we 
believe, have been found to work very well; the walling is worked 
_in Diamond pattern, and the fish, on striking, it is said, mesh 
very surely. Craggshas in his stock, too, a lot of beautifully- 
worked drift nets, and one marked for anchovy is perfect in 

texture. 

Messrs. George and William Davidson, of Regent Quay, Aber- 
“deen, are conspicuous for the quality of the goods they exhibit. 

We looked at a pocketed seiné adapted fora set net in tide- 
way, or a draw net for shore, and a particularly serviceable article 
it struck us as likely to be for use for amateur sea-fishermen 
round the coasts. Whether Arnold and Erridge, Deal pilots, 
should be credited with this exhibit or not we are not certain, 
owing to things being a little mixed on these particular stands : 
but it should be said that the whole of the exhibits are remarkable 
for the admirable working state they are in, if no mistake has 
been made in the limit of time they have beeninuse. For 
instance, a mackerel net that has four years’ wear according to 
account, and a herring net which has seen six years’ salt-water 

service, are wonderfully-well preserved, and we noted that they 
had been’ cured in liquor made from ‘ tan bark cutch’’ and 
gas-tar. 

Messrs. Richardson and Fletcher, of 5, Beresford Place, Dublin, 
show a speciality in the shape of chemically-prepared floats to 
resist the action of the water, and ordinary floats as used in the 
Scotch and Irish fisheries, mackerel, pilchard, salmon, and hake 
net floats, and their well-arranged case also contains some exhibits 
of fish-manure, . 











Mr. Andrew Patterson, of Macduff, Scotland, at Stand 46, is no 
doubt a practical working hand, his stock of killing gear being of 
a formidable description. ‘‘ The Murderer,” for catching codfish, 
is a shaft of lead with hooks leading through, and is fished within 
a fathom of the bottom ; and he also shows a cleverly-contrived 
hand-net for catching crabs and lobsters at the foot of rocks— 
just the description of thing that would be found to answer at the 
Channel Islands, as far as we were able to judge. 

Mr. John Leslie, of the Ropeworks, Macduff, N.B., sends a 
good, serviceable display of long lines, hand lines, and snood- 
ing; and R. Davison, also a countryman from over the border, a 
good collection of nets. 

Messrs. T. Hemming and Son, Windsor Mills, Redditch, contri- 
bute a splendid case of fish-hooks of all sorts and sizes—this is 
at 49; but No. 50, Mr. John William Arnold, of Deal, is not in 
place with a lot of nets and sundries. : 

A particularly taking show is that of Mr. John Jones, Queen 
Street, Filey, Yorkshire (Stand 51), who sends samples of head- 
seaming for herring nets in Russian hemp, manilla, and cctton, 
some well-laid log and lead lines, hand-spun cod, snoodings, 
sample coils for herring nets, lashings, and-strops, manilla and 
other twines for crab and lobster pots, and a lobster and crab pot 
very cleverly devised in regard to principle and shape. 

At Stand 52, Mr. John Fordyce, of Gardenstown, Banffshire, 
shows a mammoth deep-sea line. It is flemished in a basket of 
about 24 inches in diameter and from 12 inches at the toe to 
18 inches at the head in depth. The hooks and snoods are lain 
in the basket in a like manner as that adopted by the working 
fishermen of the north-east coast of Scotland in the capture of 
cod and ling, and the laborious nature of the employment, apart 
from the roughness of the work, may readily be realised. 

Colonel Stuart Wortley, of the Patent Museum, South Ken- 
sington, has a most interesting exhibit of curios in case, &c., 
including fish-hooks, floats, and spears, as used by the native 
fishermen in the thousands of islands in the South Pacific Ocean. 
Colonel Stuart Wortley has had intimate acquaintance with the 
uses and adaptability of these articles in a number of localities, 
and was at the trouble of getting the collection together and 
bringing it home. 

Mr. James Buchanan, of Dale Street, Glasgow, has a very splendid 
show of sea-fish hooks, made for home and foreign use, and he 
exhibits also as agent for Messrs. Laycock and Son, of Sheffield. 
The hooks rangerin size from the 0 0, as used by the North sea- 
men on the Doggerbank, down to the finest ground tempered 
specimens affected by amateur sea fishermen; there are also 
samples of the ringed central draught that are in favour by 
Yankees and “blue noses” on the grand banks of Newfoundland, 
the eyed and square-headed Hollanders, Scotch, Norway of both 
the ringed and flattened type, and the favourite Harwich-ringed 
description. Mr. Buchanan has also in nis case some fine 
samples of long dressed hair for fishing purposes. 

Messrs. Steedman and McAllister, of Cathcart Street, Glasgow, 
have at Stand 56 a capital show of floats for long lines, cork 
fenders worked inside of hemp, manilla, and coir ropings. The 
floats, it should be said, are cut in all shapes, and exhibit finished 
workmanship. * 

A very notable show, it struck us, is that of Messrs. Sharp and 
Murray, of Cellardyke, Fifeshire. It includes a collection of 
herring-nets, complete, as used round the English coast, a collec- 
tion of bowls, buoys, and bladders as used for drift and sarface- 
fishing, hand line gear, crab and lobster pot of a clever descrip- 
tion, and, above all, a perfect fit-out of deep-sea fishing-gear in 
working order for cod, ling, halibut, haddock, &c., with sculls, 
maunds, &c., as used in the boats which do the lining. The 
‘‘jigs” which are used for catching herring on the Scotch coast 
in the month of June or the early part of the herring season are 
shown. At that time of the year the fish are feeding and laying 
in a store of fat to form milt, and are not in the humour to strike 
the nets. The wire can be detached, and a sinker bent with 
hair snoods, and a common hand line is ready. The herring-nets 
for “‘lammas”’ fishing on the Scotch coast are about 60 yards 
long, 360 meshes deep, and 31 rows per yard from the loom 
or before being barked or tanned. The largest and best equipped 
boats on the Scotch coast carry from fifty to seventy of these, and 
they stretch away for a distance of from one and a quarter to two 
miles, with a wall of from 55 to 60 feet deep, and each net con- 
tains 751,200 meshes. The ‘cane sculls,” shown by Messrs. Sharp 
and Murray, contain six ‘‘taes” of haddock line of 75 fathoms 
each; they are used in the North Sea by the Scotch fishermen, 
and the lines are shown stowed and ready baited to shoot with 
sinkers, buoys, and flags complete. A crew of seven hands in a 
boat work 1,125 fathoms each, the total number of hooks out of 
the boat being about 10,600, with a stretch of about nine miles 
of lines. Cod-lines with six hooks—formidable-looking instru- 
ments—are used on the east coast of Fife, while the boats are 
riding at their great lines or drifting at their nets, and these kill 
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or catch with or without bait; they have six hooks of about No. 3 
size, which are led in an ingenious way through the sinker. The 
“maund”’ of six “‘taes” of 75 fathoms each are used for cod, 
ling, halibut, saith, and skate in the North Sea fisheries. They 
are shown by Sharp and Murray, and are arranged as the lines 
are laid ready to bait and as shot with sinker-ends and flagstaff 
complete. The crews who work these boats usually consist of 
seven hands, and often work 10} miles of lines. 

Mr. H. F. Brooks, of South Quay, Great Yarmouth, exhibits 
some very cleverly-contrived trawl heads. The object sought to 
be gained is to obviate the collapsing of the ordinary form of 
trawl heads. Mr. Brooks claims that his invention will permit of 
larger heads being used without the weight being materially 
added to, and that the form of iron used in the manufacture 
will prevent the heads wringing and twisting. The cap is cer- 
tainly notlikely to get ‘upset ” and knocked out of shape—as 
far as we were able to judge—on being’ removed from the beam, 
while the sole may be disconnected and refitted by one of the 
crew, and either rivets or bolts used. The heads are of no set 
pattern, and may be had in either the Yarmouth or Torbay 
shapes. 

Amateur sea fishermen will find an admirable collection of lines 
and baits applicable for any description of sea-fishing at the 
stand of Messrs. C. and R. Brooks, of Plymouth. Amongst 
other specialties which came under our notice was a ‘‘ destroying 
angel minnow,” said to be an unapproachable bait for salmon 
fishing; itis an exceptionable imitation of the natural bait, and 
is made in one solid piece. Brook’s ‘‘ destroyer” spinners for 
harbour and sea-fishing run on long shanked hooks, the object 
being that fish, when caugrt, might be unhooked with celerity. 
The “baby spinner” is said to bea killing moving bait for 
pollack, mackerel, mullet, and otherfish. Brooks’ red and grey 
eels are also fitted with ‘“‘baby spinners.”’ Itis a very capital 
show of highly-finished gear altogether, and many a wrinkle may 
be picked up by keeping a bright eye rolling when looking over 
Messrs. Brooks’ stock. 

With these remarks, we complete our review of Division I., and 
Division II. will command our attention at some future time. 

We have not before referred to the magnificent exhibition 
located near the entrance in the Exhibition Road. It is a part of 
the spoils of the famous cruise of Sir Thomas Brassev’s Susbeam, 
and intrinsically is of great value. We noticed that some slight 
alterations have been made in the dispositions of the cases since 
the opening week, and Rickett’s picture of the gallant little craft 
which ploughed safely across leagues of water is now seen ina 
good light, and is a wonderfully truthful work. She is going square 
before the wind with studding sails set aloft, and looks to be 
sliding easily as a petrel down a salt hill. Mr. Wright, the 
eminent miheralogist, has been entrusted with the task of 
arranging Lady Brassey’s wealth of treasure. There is a set of 
coral ornaments computed to be worth over £1,000, a beauti- 
fully- made necklace, worked from some of the gems of the 
tropical seas, a coronet, and other delicate pieces of work for 
feminine adornment. ‘The shells are remarkably beautiful, but the 
rara.avis is a royal cloak from Hawaii, which has been trimmed 
with the little amber and scarlet feathers of the Mamo and Oo 
birds. These feathers have all been plucked from the wings 
and throats of the birds, and a fabulous number must have paid 
tribute ere the cloak could have been made complete. It is 
believed thata knowledge of the mode of fastening the feathers 
is at the present time one of the lost arts in Hawaii, and that years 
of labour was expended in the making of the curio under notice. 
Another specimen is in the British Museum, and this was brought 
home by the great navigator, Cook. 


THE PICTURES OF FISH. 
AFTER passing through the entrance hall the visitor finds himself 
in the picture-room, and may spend an interesting half hour here 
in examining the paintings of fish by old and modern masters. 
Mr. Alfred Jardine lends one of the finest pictures in the collec- 
tion—a group of sea fish, depicted with marvellons fidelity, by 
Izaac Van Duynem (1653). Another very fine work, by the same 
painter (1670), is exhibited by the Fishmongers’ Company, to 
whom it was presented by Mr. Crossman ; the same company also 
exhibit an Arnold von Hacken (1667) and other pictures. We 
were glad to see that famous picture of monks fishing, entitled, 
“‘Thursday,”’ by Sadler, which attracted so much attention in the 
Royal Academy a few years ago. Anotiier good subject well 
treated is the “Catastrophe,” by Bateman (1840). Mr. H. J. 
Alfred is well represented. The four paintings by the late W.: 
Brockett, of Boston, U.S.A., entitled ‘“‘The Rise,” ‘‘The Leap,” 
‘‘The Struggle,” and “ Landed,” are very effective indeed. The 
work of the late H. L. Rolfe, undoubtedly the most popular of 
fish painters, is to be seen in samples of his best, and also of his 
worst, work. Mr. T. R. Sachs lends the famous ‘‘ Committee of 
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Taste.” Among the pick of the collection, to our mind, are some 
of the paintings by one of our best living fish-painters, G. Tar- 
gett, of Salisbury. We prefer his ‘Specimen Trout, just 
Landed,” and ‘‘ Group of Pike,” and have seen better samples of 
his work than any here exhibited. 


THE FISH MARKET. 

In close proximity to the pictures of fish is the fish market, 
which is well worth a visit. Here you can purchase fresh and 
cured fish of all kinds, from shrimps to salmon. Of the latter fish 
the most interesting are the land-locked salmon, from Sweden 
—fish which come from a lake having no connection with the 
sea, and which spawn in the lake or its tributaries. Surely this 
fish, of which we saw some fine specimens on the slabs, should 
be introduced into some of our British lakes. Mr. Francis Day 
was purchasing two 12 or.14 |b. fish for Professor Huxley.. On 
the same slabs were some pike-perch from Sweden and some big 
pike. Mr. Towell had some Irish loch trout for sale at 1s. 3d. 
per lb., and salmon from Is. 3d. to 1s. 8d.; soles, rs. Hearing 


someone else crving soles at 8d., we asked one ofthe men how ~ 


this was, and he replied, ‘‘ Oh, he’s only kidding; he won’t sell 
em at less than 1s. Why, they cost 8d. I was kidding ’em at 
6d. just now!” 


BRITISH INLAND FISHING-TACKLE EXHIBITs. 

Messrs. J. Bernard and Son, 5, Church Place, Piccadilly, 
London (No. 449 in the Catalogue), show Captain Gauson’s reel 
with large dome-shaped handle, the under part of which runs on 
a wheel round the reel-plate. The advantages are that you can 
wind in a heavy fish simply by pressing the palm of the hand on 
the dome-shaped handle, and thus are able to rest your fingers 
often—a great advantage. Again, the line cannot possibly catch 
round the handle—in fact, for obviating this latter inconvenience 
it is the best arrangement we have seen. They also show three 
new salmon flies, named ‘“ Harlequin,” ‘‘ Marquis of Lorne,” and 
‘« Princess Louise,” all very “taking” patterns of the gaudy kind. 
Another very capital thing in this exhibit is a long, thin tin fly- 
box, with felt pads and damper for the casts to be used in a day’s 
fishing ; the box has three partitions, with three lids, and is ad- 
mirably suited to the requirements of the dry fly-fisher, or, 
indeed, to any fly-fisher for that matter. It is the best fly-box 
we have seen of the kind. Messrs. Bernard have a small stock of 
fine whole gut 18} inches long, at 12s. per hundred lengths—the 
very thing for May fly-fishing ; also some extra good salmon gut. 

Messrs. F. T. Williams and Co., of to, Great Queen Street, 
London (No. 448 in the Catalogue), have one of the best general 
exhibits in the show, first-rate rods and tackle of all kinds, and 
some useful novelties. Their “Cumberland” clearing ring is a 
decided improvement on the old pattern of clearing ring: it is 
fitted with a semi-circular blade on the inside of the thick lower 
end—a blade which can be opened or closed at will, and the 
object of which is to cut the line which has got fast in some 
obstruction close to the hook, thus reducing the inevitable loss to 
a minimum, and preventing that straining of the line which 
results froma pull to break it. Another novelty, not quite per- 
fected yet, is due to the inventive genius.of young Mr. Williams, 
and consists in an ingenious adaptation of -a nickel-plated 
spiral wire for holding flies. At present Mr. Williams has not 
succeeded as he desires, and we may say deserves, for he spends 
half his nights in the workshop, working out new ideas and im- 
provements in gear and tackle. He showed us the best creel we 
have ever seen, one which we suggested to Mr.’ Yarde when he 
brought out his improved tin creel some little time back. Nothing 
is so good for keeping fish fresh and moist as a tin creel, and 
nothing looks so neat as a well-made, stained French wicker 
creel. Mr. Williams has combined the two by placing a very thin 
and light tin lining inside a French creel. 
study appearance this combination is just the thing, though, for 
our own part, we see no objection to carrying a well-made tin 
creel, as supplied by Messrs. Gillett, of 40, Fetter Lane, and of 
course the price is about one-half. Messrs. W. and Co. show a 
very neat and compact general tackle case, made for the Canadian 
angler tourist; it containe drawers for every article he is likely to 


want. They have alsoa good selection of Mr. Archer's patent 


glowworm float, which we noticed when it first came out. This 
float is capped with a strong glass tube filled with laminous paint, 
which enables an angler to detect a bite at dusk, just when the 
big fish “come on” the feed; itis especially useful to bream 
anglers. A novelty which they have made for one of their cus- 
tomers isa phantom, the body of which is made of painted 
parchment, which is said to answer admirably, as, when wet, 
the parchment gets quite soft andlimp, and readily lls out when 
pulled through the water; being tougher, it will stand hard wear 
better than silk. The ‘Cumberland ” float is another idea of 
one of their customers, made somewhat on the pattern of the 
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— 
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Derbyshire bottom-fisher’s float: its object is to indicate the 
bite of a fish readily, and its shape is well adapted for this pur- 
pose. This firm has on a separate stand, in a horseshoe-shaped 
glass case with looking-glass back, a most admirably arranged 
selection of the standard salmon flies ; and their 172 patterns of 
different trout flies, on fine or drawn gut, at 1s. 6d. a dozen, will 
compare favourably with those of most London makers. Charles 
Cotton, if he could see them, would not feel inclined to put them 
in his window to laugh at, as he did the over-dressed London 
flies of his day. A novelty in May flies is exhibited by this firm, 
which may prove a hit: it consists in forming the wings of trans- 
parent waterproofed paper, strong and flexible. Their capital 
crystal roach hooks do not need mention, except that we see 
them here gilded and silvered—a novel and very good idea, which 
is also applied to some of their trout flies. Trout, and grayling 
also, must be getting used to the eternal steel black or blue hook, 
and the more the colour of the latter is made to harmonise with 
the colour of the fly used the greater the chance of decoying the 
fish. All who use swivels in angling should make a special note 
of the German silver swivels made by Messrs. Williams ; they are 
harder than brass, do not rust like steel, and are not conspicuous 
on the trace. 

Mr. William Milne, of Aberdeen (No. 446 in the Catalogue), 
has a very attractive case of well-made salmon, grilse, loch trout, 
and trout flies, suitable for the Scotch rivers. 

Mr. Basil Field, 36, Lincoln’s-Inn-fields, London (No. 451 in 
the Catalogue), exhibits a most ingenious bait-can, which he calls 
the “‘aérating bait-can.” It has a small bellows in the hollow tin 
handle, by means of which you can aérate the water as you walk 
along simply by pressing a spring. If it works well, and we see no 
reason why it should not, it is a most simple and valuable 

- invention, well worthy of notice by all who use live-Laits. 

Messrs. R. Anderson and Sons, of Prince’s Street, Edinburgh 
(No. 455 in the Catalogue), are well represented by a general 
exhibit of first-class salmon and trout rods and tackle. Their 
patent lock-fast winch fitting is much liked by many first-rate 
Scotch salmon anglers. y 

Messrs. Carter and Sons, of 137, St. John Street Road, London 

(No. 456 in the Catalogue), have a world-wide reputation for good 
tackle, at the most moderate prices, and they undoubtedly do one 
of the largest businesses in the world. We were specially struck 
with a new fly-fishing winch they exhibit, made on the Nottingham 
principle, but with simple arrangements for preventing the line 
catching, very narrow, deep, and light, with check action, but 
can be had plain, or check, or in combination. i 

It appears to us that this winch, if mounted to run ona very 
fine steel centre, will give us that great desideratum—a winch 
which can be used for casting avery light bait from the reel, such 
as a minnow in trout-fishing. The specimen we saw was brass- 
bound ebonite, but they are to be made with thin perforated metal 
sides, which will make them still lighter. The price—ros. 6d.— 
is wonderfully moderate. The line is wound on five wire bars, so 
that it winds up very quickly. If we are not mistaken, Messrs. 
Carter get the idea of these wire bars from Mr. Jardine, who has, 
to our knowledge, long used a winch, made for him by Messrs. 
Carter, with these centre bars in place of the narrow brass centre 
as in ordinary winches. 

The American split-cahe rods are rapidly coming into use in 
this country. Their great price has hitherto been against them ; 

_ but Messrs. Carter’s are now selling these rods, made by Conroy, 

Bisset, and Co., of New York, at £3 3s.; length, 12 feet; and 

_ pliant or stiff, as desired. 
Many things have been tried to improve the grip of a fly-rod— 
indiarubber, cane binding, string, cork, &c.; but the best we 
have seen is the soft leather handle of a short whole-cane fly-rod 
_ exhibited by Messrs. Carter. How it would act in wet weather 
we cannot say; and, for own part, after trying everything, we find 
there is nothing like a plain wood grip, free from brass blister- 
Taising ornaments in the shape of unnecessary rings, which only 
_ add weight. Very good value indeed is a 15s. green-heart fly-rod, 

with two tops and landing-net handle, exhibited by this firm. 

Anglers often give double the price for no better article. Trout- 

| flies at 6d. a dozen! It is only fair to say Messrs. Carter neither 
recommend nor guarantee these as they do their 1s. per dozen 
flies, which are very good, The tie-flies to pattern at this price 
are first-rate ; and we know many country anglers who do great 
execution with flies of their make. 
Among some gut casting lines, at 6d. and 8d. per three yards, 
we saw some stained a dark olive, which were very nice indeed—a 
_ good neutral colour, well suited to all but very bright waters. 
They also exhibit some superb salmon casts, beautifully rcund 
_and extra strong, all picked gut from many thousands of samples, 
_ price 4s. each, and well worth the money. Howis this for mode- 

Tate price—an 18-foot well-seasoned green-heart salmon rod, 

double brazed, with German silver mountings, two tops, and gaff 
handle, and extra strong rings, for 308. ? 








Their May-flies at 1s. 6d. a dozen, with gut bodies, cork bodies, 
straw bodies, look very well. The cork-bodied fly was introduced 
years ago by the late Mr. Carter, and we have lively recollections 
of its killing qualities when on a trouting trip in Hertfordshire, 
some ten years ago. At the price, these flies cannot be sur- 
passed; but for very highly-educated trout a more elaborate 
article is doubtless desirable. They also compete with the 
American casting-lines in their taper English-made fly-reel 
lines, at 13d. per yard—very strong, smooth, and well-dressed line 
it is, too. 

There is scarcely any abatement. in the interest evinced in 
the Exhibition, and things have now got into good working 
order. 


(Zo be continued.) 





PISCICULTURE AT THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


Mr. Andrews shows a couple of hatching troughs, 3 feet by 
1 foot, in which he brings on to hatching point 200,000 ova. The 
plan is called the “tray system,” with the water supply coming 
in at the bottom of the trough, through a pipe perforated at 
intervals of about an inch. The water. is thus forced upwards 
through the zinc trays, circulating through the whole. In these 
trays are some imitation ova made of glass. The four large 
troughs, 9 feet by 4 feet, are used first for hatching ova, which 
is placed on prepared gravel (each trough hatching 130,000 ova), 
and afterwards as despatching tanks for yearling and older fish. 
The troughs are divided into four compartments, and the yearling 
fish are brought from Mr. Andrews’ ponds and sent to their 
destination from these tanks. Mr. Andrews makes a great point 
of his yearling fish, and claims to be at no expense for feeding, as 
he breeds and preserves the natural food for trout, which is also 
exhibited in his troughs. This food is the “ gammarus ” (fresh 
water shrimp, snails, and the spawn of ditto) and the “caddis” 
(several varieties), all forming food for large and small fish. The 
young snails and shrimps are now on the point of hatching, and 
can be seen through a magnifying glass. Mr. Andrews has also 
in the Aquaria, and in No. 2 pond in the gardens, about eighty 
fish from 6 inches in length to 4 1b, in weight, to illustrate the 
development and progressive growth offish ; but these have almost 
all died from Safrolegnia ferax, or a fungus very similar. 





ORIGIN OF THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FisHERIES EXHIBITION.—No 
society in England has done so large an amount of good in so short a space of 
time as has been performed: by the Yare Preservation Society. They have a 
complete set of bye-laws for the preservation of the fish in their rivers, and no 
one possessed of any skill indulyes in an angling excursion now without being 
repaid by plenty of sport and a tull creel at the close of the day. Thus the society 
has been the means of providing sport and food at the same time; it has called 
public attention to the importance of inland fisheries, and Jed the van of legisla~ 
tion in the kingdom. The other societies and the forty or fifty fishing clubs 
hcreabouts are the result of its work, while it is patent to every thinking mind 
that the Acclimatization Society is the logical result of preservation, and it is 
also a fact that Mr. Chambers’ Norful and Suffolk Club is composed of many 
active members of the Yare Socieiy. But a still greater work is due primarily 
to this society. {Some three or four years ago a little knot of the members 
assembled to discuss the feasibility ot organising a small exhibition in Norwich 
of rods, lines, and other fishing gear. The idea once mooted, other suggestions 
came in freely, until the active co-operation of gentlemen like Mr. Birkbeck, 
M.P., Mr. I.O. Howard Taylor, Mr. Oldham Chambers, Mr. Stafford and 
others, brought to a happy issue the arrangements for the grand Fisheries Exhi- 
bition that was held in Norwich in 1881. The whole scheme was hatched out 
at Old Bank- buildings, uatil larger premises for official head-quarters had to be 
secured in the Market-place. How success(ul this display proved needs not be 
told, the knowledge of the fact being so very general. "No sooner, however, 
was it demonstrated that such exhibitions would be popu’ar in the country, and, 
moreover, that they would prove useful, than the proposal was submitted that 
there should be an international affair of the kind. ‘Willing hands and eager 
hearts went to work in eimest, and two years after the exhibition that took 
place in Norwich came that in London, which is now astonishing and at the 
same time entertaining the world. We may fairly say that had it not been for 
the Yare Preservation Society it is extremely improbable that the great Inter- 
national Exposition would ever have been thought of, and in the front rank of 
those to whom so grand a result is due must be mentioned the name of Mr. 
Howard Taylor. We might add that that gentleman is Hon, Secretary of the 
Norfolk and Norwich Committee, which has sent over £2,000 guarantees up to 
London.— Norwich Argus. 


A DIVER ATTACKED BY A PIKE.—Lately the butler has been missed from 
the Abbey at Combermere, and believing he was drowned, a diver was employed 
to search the Mere. The spot is noted for a quantity of pike. A few days since, 
whilst pursuing his search in a spot about 26 feet in depth, a monster pike 
started from the bottom of the roots of an old tree and struck him full in the 
chest, knocking him ow to his back and creating so much pain that he became 
sick and then fainted. He was at once hauled up, when it was found that the 
fish had had his arm in his mouth. The diver says thst in his long experience 
he was never assailed so before. We hope Mr. Jardine will make a note of this 
fellow, who must indeed be a monster. It would not be altogether a nice 
place to take a morning dip in, that 26 foot hole with sucha bad-tempered 
brute in it. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL ANGLERS’ 
TOURNAMENT, 
(IN AID OF THE ANGLERS’ BENEVOLEN! SOCIETY.) 
11th JUNE, 1883. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL “ FISHING 
GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 





HE Tournament will be held at Mr. Warner's, Welsh Harp, 
Hendon, on the Midland Railway, at one o’clock, on Monday, 
June 11. ‘The price of admission is sixpence. Tickets can be taken 
for the Welsh Harp or Hendon Stations from St. Pancras and from 
the Metropolitan Underground Railway Stations—King’s Cross, Snow 
Hill, Aldgate, &c. We advise anglers to make sure of the train 
times, and also to note that more trains stop at, Hendon than at the 
Welsh Harp Station, and Hendon is only a few minutes’ longer walk. 
As there is a long programme to get through, competitors are re- 
quested to pay the entrance-fees and give in their names and 
addresses on or before June 7. 


* % Ps * . * 


RULES. 
The Committee have decided on the following Rules :— 
I.—Competitors are at liberty to use their own rods, lines, and 
winches, except where otherwise specified, and subject to 


the undermentioned regulations. 
H1.—No rod shall exceed the following lengths: — 


Ft. fn. 
Single-handed fly competitions sre os 2, =e 
Double-handed B * 4 43 a SORES 
Salmon sf 5 =% he a+? 20 Oo 
Thames style bait i im _ 2 ¢ Tago 
Nottingham style bait _,, ‘kes 14 0 


III.—No allowance in points (or distance) shall be made for differ- 
ence in lengths of rods. The term rod shall be understood 
to mean a bond-fide fishing rod. 

IV.—Each competitor shall use the artificial baits. 
and flies for casting provided by the management. 

V.—Competitors shall draw lots to determine the order in which 
they shall cast, and must be ready to commence when called 
upon by the timekeeper. 

VI.—In each competition five minutes will be allowed for casting ; 
the judges, however, may allow further time, if they con- 
sider it necessary, for repairs, 

Vil.—The fly competitions will take: place on the water, and each 
competitor will be required to cast from the same position, 
either from a punt-on the lake or from the bank (according 
to the wind), as may be decided by the judges. 

VIII.—The bait castings will take place on the grass, and each com- 
petitor will be required to stand on the selected ground, 
which will represent as far as possible the floor of a punt. 

IX.—In no case will three prizes be awarded in any competition 
unless there.are least four competitors. 

X.—The decision of the judges to be final in all cases. 


oa * # * * « 


ORDER OF THE COMPETLITIONS AND PRIZES FOR THE 
SAME. 


FIRST COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH SINGLE-HANDED 
FLY-ROD, 


Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 3s, 6d. 


* * * * * * 


SECOND COMPETITION, 


AMATEUR COMPETITION, WITH SINGLE-HANDED FLY-ROD, IN 
THROWING FLY WITH GREATEST ACCURACY AND LIGHTNESS 
UNDER BUSHES. 


Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 


x * # 4 x 


THIRD COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH DOUBLE-HANDED 
TROUT FLY-ROD. 


Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * * * 
FOURTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR FLY-CASTING WITH SALMON Rop. 


Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s, 6d. 
* * bd _* * * * 


FIFTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES STYLE. 
Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 























SIXTH COMPETITION. ; 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN NOTTINGHAM 


SLL: 
Three Prizes. l[ntrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * - me * * 


SEVENTH COMPETITION: ! y 
AMATEUR COMPETITION (open to Thames and Nottingham style) in 
casting towards a fixed mark. The angler casting the bait nearest — 
to the mark to take first prize ; the rext best cast made by another 
angler the second ; and the third best cast by another angler to get 
the third prize. 
Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* i + ” * * * 


EIGHTH COMPETITION. 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES 
: STYLE. 


Two Prizes. No entrance fee. 


* * + * * * * 


NINTH COMPETITION. 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN 
NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


Two Prizes. No entrance fee. 


* * * Me * * th. 


‘ 


TENTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION in casting in the Thames style, each com- 
petitor to use the same rod, line, winch, and weight, which in this 
instance will be 3 oz. 
ist Prize—Handsomie pike rod (Mr. Pugh, Friendly Anglers), 

m1 * * 


* * * * * 


: 
} 
3 


ELEVENTH COMPETITION. 


COMPETITION IN THROWING THE BAIT WITH FORKED STICY 
IN THE WELSH HARP STYLE, 


Entrance fee, 1s, 


Other Competitions may be arranged. 
* % # * * 4 * 


In conclusion, we again remind our readers that the Tournament is — 
to be held in aid of a most deserving society—the Anglers’ Bene- — 
volent Society—the object of which is to give help to cases of real — 
distress amongst its members and their families. The small payment — 
of one shilling per year confers membership in this society on any — 
club angler, and we confidently hope that a principal result of the — 
Tournament will be a large accession of new members. Offers of 
Prizes will be gladly acknowledged by us. 4 


Three Prizes. 








A WEEK’S TROUT-FISHING IN THE THAMES. 


HE result of one week’s angling for trout in the Metropolitan — 
River, between Kingston and Chertsey Weir, is worthy of — 
being placed upon record, as there has been nothing to compare ~ 
with it of late years. It represents a gross total of seventeen — 
fish, with an aggregate weight of 99 lb. 14.02. In addition to — 
this, there has been the loss of several good fish. The following — 
statement will give the names of the places where the fish have ~ 
been caught and their respective weights :—At Kingston, one — 
fish, weighing 7 lb.; at Thames Ditton, one fish, weighing ~ 
7 lb. 2 0z.; at Hampton Court Weir, four fish, weighing respec- — 
tively 14 lb. 10 oz., 71b., 4 1b., and 21b.; opposite the Chelsea — 
Waterworks, at Sunbury, one fish, weighing 10 lb.; at Sunbury ~ 
Weir, two fish, weighing respectively 7 lb. and 441b.; at Shep- 
perton Weir, four fish, weighing respectively 54 lb., 43 Jb., 32 Ib., 
and 21b.; at Chertsey Weir, four fish, weighing respectively — 
-7i\b., 4 lb. 14 0z., 5 lb., and 33 lb. On referring to the “Blue ~ 
Book” of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, the names 
of only two of the anglers are found to subscribe to the protec- 
tion and preservation of the fishery. In the reports from all the — 
stations between Teddington and Staines it is said, ‘There are 
plenty of good trout everywhere.” Besa 
May 28, 1883. 





SOME NEW MAY FLIES. 


M®*® JAMES OGDEN, of 28,.Winchcomb Street, Chelten= 

ham, sends us most opportunely a selection of his very 
capital May flies. We have in previous years spoken so well of 
Mr. Ogden’s make of these flies that we need not do more now 
than remind our readers that the fly will be “up” in a day ortwo, 
and those anglers will be well prepared who have a selection of 
Mr. Ogden’s make with all kinds of bodies—including, we are 
glad to see; a most natural-looking one of gut, another of 
quill, &c. Y 


Jone 2, 1863.1 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, JUNE 2. 





: Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge dc oe Peels Gates ay vorete (LTL26 
Putney .. o. ee on opetln4qee swe i 12:18 
FSewiae AG 5 A on 222 ae amine F250 
Richmond .. ° .. . La Ul2sad ee cadence aie18 

y Ancholme District, 


The delightful weather which prevails his at length brovght on the green 
drake. The specimens which I saw on Saturday last were particularly fine, but 
the trout had not evidently then began to feed on ir, asthey vastly preferred a 
small fly simply hackled with dotterel feather and bright yellow body. This 
will be found a good killing fly during the long summer evenings. It is, how- 
ever, I think, almost unknown in this locality, as I have never yet founda 
Lrother angler using it. I am the fortunate possessor of five beautiful dotterel 
coats, which I obtained l+st season from Germany, so I shall nt run short of 
these valuable feathers for some time to come.—LuHOMAS FonrbD, Caistor. 


Ballynahinch. 

Since last report we have had a heavy spate, which will now greatly improve 
the angling, if the water were once settled and the fish back on the feeding 
grounds. These last four oc five days sport has been very indifferent, owing to 
the continued rise of waters. The following are the takes :—On the 24th inst. 
Mr. Austice, one salmon, 93 1b., and one peal 5? 1b. the same date; Mr. G. 
Sutherland, one salmon, 12 1b., and Mr. Warren, one, 8} lb. On the 23th, 
Mr. Austice, one pea', 61b.; same date, Mr. G. Sutherland, one peal, 5 lb. 
On the 26th, Mr. Warren, three salmon, two, Ir lb. each, and one 113 ]b., also 
three peal, two 53 lb., and 5 lb. ; same date, Mr. R. Macredy, jun., one peal, 
On the 28th Mr, G. Sutherland, one pel, 4} lb.; same Gate, Captain G. 
Sutherland, one peal.— WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Bure (Norwich). 


Mr. Thompson, the respected landlord of Horning Ferry Hotel (one of the 
m st charming and comfortable river-side houses in Norfolk), writes me that 
bream ate now well on the feed here, and that a few days since two gentlemen 
caught nearly six stone, some of them weighing nearly 3 pounds each. He 
believes that for a short time longer large takes of bream may be had in the 
neighbourhood ; he says the fish are in good condition, but I must leave those 

. who fish during this month to be judges of this From Coltishall our old river 
watcher (Hewitt) writes that bream in large quantities and of good size are 
being caught, and he hopes to be visited by some of his old patrons from Nor- 
wich. I have not yet visited his house, but have promised to do so, and will 
‘let Norwich anglers know what sort of accommodation and attention is to be 
obtained at Coltishall. At Wroxham, last Saturday, although very wet and 
very cold, fish were fairly on the feed, some good size flats being taken; and 
one friend of mine caught a very handsome rudd of over 1} pounds, with a lob 
worm. Good sport may be expected on this stream during the coming season, 
now that wholesale poaching (thanks to the Yare Society) is stopped ; the Breads 
will undoubtedly produce some very large specimens‘:—ROBERT MOLL. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


The river is verysmall at present and not large creels made, but a good 
class oftrout. The trout is in the shade; worni and minnow are fished with at 

resent. On May 25, Mr. W. Dance, 4 brace ; Mr. Styles, 2} brace. One of 
Mr. Styles’ trout weighed 2 1b. 2 oz., the largest that has been killed this 
season. On May 26, W. Dance, 9 brace; Mr. Styles, 4} brace; Mr. R. 
Barker, 5 brace. On May 28, Mr. Dance, g brace; Mr. W. Dance, 8 brace; 
Mr. Styles, 5 brace. On May 29, Mr. Dance, 2} dozen; Mr. W. Dance, 
2 dozen; Mr. Styles, 7 brace. On May 30, I drove Messrs. Dance and Styles 
to the Breamish ; but the riverso small, the sport was poor. Mr. W. Dance, 
113 brace; Mr. Styles, 2 brace. A flood is much wanted at the present.— 


A. QLAss. 
Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The past week has been all that could be desired so far as regards weather, 
but the state of the river is hardly so satisfactory. The water being vry low 
and clear kas contributed to the want of success, and good catches have not 
been general. Fish have bit very gingerly, and only old anglers have succeeded 
in making a decent bag. The best killing flies are same as last week, namely 
the march brown, dotterel, and iron blue. 


Dove. 
The Mayfly is coming on the water. The advance guard has already been 
seen, though, of course, the fly will not be fully on the surface for ten days 
et. Sport has been very good all the week with the fly, but the water 1s a 
ittle too fine for minnow-spinning. I hear of a splendid basket of trout being 
killed last week—too late to mention in my previous report. It was one of 
fifteen brace, secured in one day by a gentleman oo a tributary of the Dove. 
The dishes this week have averaged about seven brace per rod—perhaps more 
than that on some of the preserved waters. The following flies are killing 
best :—The black gnat, the spider, the little chap, the little iron blue, the 
_ yellow dun of May, and the olive dun.—THE SPLODGEK. 


Exe and Barle. 


The water is now in fair condition, and with careful fishing trout can be taken; 
but few anglers are assiduous enough to make large baskets. The evening or 
night fly fishing is very good, the coachman being as deadly ag usual,— 
CaRNARVON ARMS. 


Exe (Tiverton). 

The stream is still getting lower, and little or nothing is being done even of 
an evening; fish have not sported well. Some very fine trout have been taken 
with the gentle inthe Lowman (a tributary of the Exe) eight or nine in 
number, each over a pound in weight.—Wwa. Muprorp. 


: ; Ilfracombe. 
The Langleigh and Wilder Streams are low and small trout very plentiful. 


There is very little fish caughtfrom the boats with ground lines during the day ; 
boats fishing by night get the m st, as the water is too clear for day fishing. 
There have been a great many big fish, viz., cod, ling, andskate caught at the 
spillers which they haul morning and evening. A quantity of lobsters and 
crabs has been brought up from Lundy, which is an island in the middle of 
the sex about twenty-one miles from here, boats have been there with their pots 





from Penzance, and the average of lobsters and crabs caught by them has been 
rt cwt, each week. At Lee, about three miles down; and at Combmartin, five 
miles up channel, there have been a great many caught; only very few have been 
taken from the pots here daily. The sport with rod and hand lines from the 
rocks, pier head, and jetty is still very good for pout, eels, dabs, &c. Weather 
mild.—-E. ComErR. 

Lakes of Killarney. 


Changeable weather up to the present, The lakes are in good order, and a 
good many salmon coming into stream. The nets did well this week, also 
the rod-fishing was good. On 23rd, Tim M'‘Carthy, two salmon, 23 lb.; 
Robin Robert, one, 10 1b.; Daniel Hayse, one, 11 lb.; Eugene Cournane, 
two salmon, 141b. On 24th, Robin Robert, two salmon, 231b.; Tim 
M‘Carthby, one, 121b., anda peal of 5 1b.; Michael Thornton, one salmon, 
163 lb. ; tom Elliott, one, ro lb.; Mr. John Ross, one, tolb. On 23th, 
Daniel Hayse, one, 10 lb.; Jerry Robert, two salmon, 21 1b. On 26th, 
Daniel Hayse, one peal of 5 1b.; Pat Clifford, one, 12} 1b. ; Lord Derby, one 
salmon, 9 lb. On 27th, Mr. Hatton Rokeany, 2} dozen trout; next day, 44 
dozen trout, some up to 141b., and in good condition; Tim M-Carthy, four 
dozen trout ; George Bastable, two dozen trout; Daniel Twomey, three dozen 
trout ; G. Bradley, one dozen trout; Mr. Doona, one ljozen trout. Several 
more were taken during the past few days of which I have not the names of 
the gentlemen at present. The best kiling flies are orange grouse, hare ear 
and yellow and red cock’s hackle, yellow grouse, olive and hare ear mixed with 
red cock’s hackle. The May-fly is coming on the lakes, and the trout are 
beginning to take them. The green drake don't come in here before the roth 
of June. On 29th, Mr. John Ross, four salmon,}42 Ib. ; Eugene Cournane, 
four salmon, 321]b.; John Robert, four salmon, 431b. There were taken on 
the Lawn this day ninety-three salmon in one pull with the nets —Tim 


M‘CARTHY. 
Lea (Ware). 


The past week, as regards the weather, has been all one could desire, and 
those who have taken advantage of the early morn have had some good sport, 
and although I have nothing of special size to record (the weights averagins 
from 2 to 3} Ib.) still, there are some grand trout in the river, as I have bet re 
stated, there is no doubt ; but they appear to have some natural food to which 
they have a liking, so it is dificult to tempt them with abait. We are looking 
forward to the open season, the river being full of good fish. I have no doubt 
of soon sending you a better report.—H. W. Srartina. 


Stour (fuffolk). 


The river is full of fish. Carp, bream, roach, perch, pike, dace in abundance. 
There is a preservation society here, and I hear from good authori'y that it is 
to be transferred to fresh hands, and that a large quantity of trout, chub, and 
barbel are to be put in at once, Why do we not have some visitors? -they 
shall be made welcome. The conservator for the society is Sergeant Hudson, 
a very obliging man and a thorough angler. Dedham and East Bergholt—one 
on the Essex side and the other on the Suffolk —are the best districts Good 
accommodation at the Marlborough, Dedham, where host Page caters for the 
inner man in a good old English style and at reasonabls terms. We open the 
ball on June Ist, and expect some good baskets, as the water will be drawn off, 
and subscribers will be allowed to fish in the holes whilst some locks are 
undergoing repairs. Anyone desiring further information can write me privately 
(the Editor has my address), or the conservator, wao resides at Dedham.— 
PISCATOR. 

[Many thanks, ‘ Piscator.”” Many of our anglers, who are always asking us 
to direct them to new waters, will be glad to explore your district.—Eb. ] 


Thames (Oxford). 


The present week has been marked by acontinued and, unless I could 
depend on the veracity of my informant, I should say, a very fancied spell of 
ill-luck. On Monday, at Medley Lock, a New College man had a four pounder 
break away through his line catching round the winch. In the same place on 
Tuesday a fish of about nine pounds (at least old Taylor says he was that size, 
and as he lives on the pool he ought to know if anyone does) was hooked by a 
gentleman whilst spinning with a natural minnow, ran into some snap, and 
smashed the tackle ; and to complete the catalogue of misfortunes, on Wednes- 
day Mr. L. Kelson lost two in succession, the first of which went off with his 
flight and a portion of the trace ; the second I dont think was fairly hooked, and 
he, too, got away. As I before surmised, the floods have brought down any 
quantity of trout, some of them of large size, notably one of about six pounds 
at Kings’ Weir, whose gigantic leaps caused a wondering rustic to exclaim, 
‘¢ Lord, Measter, blowd if that begger ent a flying,’’ and so he was, for he 
was doing abig gorge on the green drakes ; and also another in Osney pool 
which Mr. Basson, the lock-keeper, assures me is quite eight pounds. Three 
have been noticed in the vicinity of Wolvercote Bridge, a like number in the 
City Bathing Place, seven between Tumbly Bathe and the Bridge over the 
Botley-road, five in Hollybush-row, one in Salter’s Pool, and seversl in the 
deeps, despite the disturbance caused in the lower river by boating, from the 
Free Water Stone and Talboys’ Barge at Christ Church meadow. An under- 
graduate, fishing yesterday in some private water, brought home two brace of 
trout over a pound each in weight. The Angling Society, after surmoun ing 
great difficulties, and being almost on the verge of a co!lapse, has at length 
succeeded in securing a suitable piece of water, andI hope we shall yet be able 
to get a society worthy of the grand old city, ‘‘ whose loveliness needs not June 
for beauties heightening,’’ from which it takes its name.—CHARLES OWEN. 


Thames (Sonn‘ng)- 

There are some very fine trout to be seen most evenings close to my house, 
Dr. Brooks, from Henley, tried his hand on Tuesday; he caught a large harbel ; 
it took a phantom minnow spinning. I should say barbel-ftishing wil be very 
good this year. I have seen them by scores, some over 9 1b. each. I hear 
there are some very fine trout at Shiplake, where Clarke has caught several ; 
altogether this year he has taken over 20. Is it not very early for wasps? A 
gardener took a nest last week just formed. I have seen several.—F. Hutu. 


Thames (Walton.) 


After many disappointments, our perseverance has at last been rewarded. A 
gentleman staying with us, whilst spinning at Shepperton Weir, captured a 
magnificent trout of Io lb., after a most exciting struggle of overan hour. A 
few smaller ones have also been taken.—F. Woop. 


Trent (Higher Waters). 


Occasional salmon are being struck inthe Trent; but, so far as I can learn, 
not much is done with the rod and line. During the last fortnight or so rome 
have been noticed in the Soar at Ratcliffe. The weir there, I hear, is an 
obstruction, and in endeayouring to mount it some have been seen and gaffed. 
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The Trent is again fairly full of water from the rains, and everything a 
promising for the spawning season. Another fortnight or so and anglers “i 1 
be among the coarse fish. It is supposed, by river watchers, that spawning ‘as 
been rather late this season, owing, possibly, to the coldness of the water during 
April. For this reason the sport at the opening of the season 1s scarcely likely 
to be good.—LImpus. . 

Torridge (Torrington). 

River low, and rain much wanted to improve the fishing. There have been 
some large trout taken; I heard of one 21b. T. Jackson took the first peel 
of the season (2 1b.), and two salmon this week. W. P. Marshall has also 
landed two salmon. These are the first he has taken, one with the fly, the 
other with the improved Devon bait. R. Pettle one salmon; another carried 
away his fly and cast. Good sport is being had with the mullet and bass in the 
tideway.— PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge.) 


I am sorry to say (through illness) I have been unable to send you the regular 
report. Some excellent sport has been had this week since the few showers of 
rain. A gentleman fishing here has caught the best dish of fish I ever re- 
member seeing ; the largest was over 2lb., and three of 1 Ib. each, the others 
very fine. Captain Hill caught two dozenand nine on Tuesday. A curious 
incident happened yesterday, when a celebrated old fisherman, named Brock 
(better known amongst fishermen as the ‘‘ Otter’) was with my man doing some 
repairs on the river bank, when they heard a splash in a very shallow piece of 
water, andon going to the spot found a very large trout in chase of others ; 
one of them it caught, but shortly missed it again. When picked up part of 
its tail was bitten oft, besides a wound just behind the head. It was nearly 
1 1b. in weight : the larger fish he calculates between 2 and 31b. in weight. 
The water is again getting low; notmuch will be done before rain.—JoHN 


BLAKE. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


This river is now so low and clear that itis useless to attempt angling 
excepting late in the evening, when the sun gets off the water. I have killed a 
few fish under these conditions, but none of any size, and until a fresh comes I 
do not expect that any good dishes will be caught. Little iron blue, spider 
fly (or blue partridge, as it is called on the Wharfe), partridge, and orange 
tackle are the best flies to employ at the present time. 

FrAnNcis M. WALBRAN. 
Woresster. 

The river is in a very low and bright state, and very much against angling, 
The trout streams are in a still worse state ; some of them are, comparatively 
speaking, dry, and have been so since the opening of the season. There has 
not been a flush upon any of the streams since the season opened, so that the 
catches have been small to what otherwise would have been the case. Some 
of our members were out last week and this, with but indifferent success, 
the baskets scaling only from one to three brace per rod, and those not very 
heavy fish. Since commencing to write this I have seen a brace scaling 
3 lb. 7 0z., which is about the largest yet. I had a hook in a two-pounder 
last week, but failed to land it through faulty gut. The salmon nets have had 
astroke of luck in this district. Tewkes Bay had last week a stunner of 47 lb. 
upon the next day Worcester stands credited with a 45 1b. ’un. I saw this 
one, and’a beauty he was. Anglers look regularly crestfallen. Hope to 
have more favourable news to write in my next.—PiscaTor. 


Yare (Norwich). 

Reports respecting angling here are not numerous, The fact is the roch are 
now crowding in millions up to the shallows of dykes and broads to spawn, and 
during the next two or three weeks, I do not expect to be able to send you any 
good accounts of sport. Still I should like to call the attention of London and 
other anglers to our Norfolk waters, and to the facilities which the Great 
Eastern Railway grants to all members of the Yare Preservation Society of 
travelling to and fro from Norwich to the various fishing stations return journey 
at single fare. The river is literally crowded with fish, and during the ensuing 
two or three months I hope to report catches exceeding any of late years. Now 
that day netting is abolished, anglers will have a chance of getting some fish 
worthy of stuffing as specimens of their-skill: Professor Day told me the other 
day that the number of bream he witnessed in a reach on this stream was simply 
astonishing. The weather is all that can be desired, and should hot weather 
continue, with drought, large catches of bream, &c., will be sure to be made. 
I notice that Norfolk anglers and others can now visit London and see the 
Exhibition, staying nearly a week for the small charge of 7s. 6d. railway fare. 
This is good, but 1 hope some cheap trains for the day will be run to enable the 
poorer brethren to see this wonderful collection in connection with the fisheries 
of the world.—RoBERT MOLL. 


Yore (Hawes). 

Tam happy to report that during the last week four of the long-net fraternily 
were caught at their nefarious work. The watchers of the Askrigg Angling 
Association dropped upon the poachers about three o’clock on Thursday morn- 
ing, the 24th ult. After a long chase cheir identity was placed beyond dispute. 
They had taken about 20 1b. of fish (trout) ; one is said to have been 2} 1b, I 
expect they will be tried shortly at Leybum. A conviction in this ‘locality 
cannot fail to havea salutary effect. I wish some of the long-net clique that 
visit the Hawes and High Abbotside waters were as nicely dropped on as these 
have been in the neighbouring waters. The barometer is in a continual state 
of fluctuation, rising one day, falling the next, and rain seems almost as far off 
as ever. A good flood would do an immense deal of good. The water is very 
low and fine, and the beds of the streams are one mass of nasty, slimy growth. 
The fish are very shy at rising, and an angler may flog away all day and return 
empty-handed, except perhaps for a grayling or two. Although the close 
season for this fish, I continually hear of the capture of more or less of them. 
IT hear of ‘‘ grappling ’’ haying been carried on in some of the small becks. It 
is of no use any visitors coming here at present; they must come when the 
weather is in a very broken way if they want any sport.—JosEPH Corry, 








A Goop Day's FisHInG In WAs1 WATER.—Dr. Braithwaite, Egremont, and 
Mr, John Gainford had a good day’s fishing at the high end of Wastwater, on 
Monday last. A severe storm came on while the two anglers were busy with 
the worm, and by dint of perseverance they succeeded in landing no fewer than 
59 splendid lake trout, averaging a quarter of a pound each. More than one- 
half of them were Parnaby’s much admired American trout. The fish were in 
splendid condition, and well fed, and they showed plenty of ‘game’? when 
hooked. ‘This is considered the best catch of the season, in Wastwater, at all 
eyents, ‘The lake is full of fine trout, a day's fly fishing init will repay anyone, 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

T. J. M., Camden Town.—The best thing you can dois to get the ‘‘ Anglers’ 
Diary,” and look up all the stations on the Midland, and then refer to 
them in the Diary for information. ge Sh 

R.P.—You can prosecute the rascals uader the Freshwater Fisheries Act, and 
the Pollution of Rivers Act. Itis a pity the society does not take the 
matter up. Thank you for the cutting.—ED, 

O.—We do not think there is any club called the ‘‘ South Piscatorial.’” Yes, by 
joining a club and paying 2s. a year you get a privilege ticket, which costs 
about half the ordinary fare.—ED. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


TO “FISHING GAZETTE” RIVER REPORTERS. 

S1r,—May I ask what kind of fish it is your Chichester correspondent refers 
to whea he speaks of smelt fishing—is it the freshwater salmon smolt or smelt, 
i e., salmon fry or the saltwater smelt (osmerus sperlanus}? Also what does 
Mr. Beresford mean by saying he caught hundreds of roich in spawn with the 
net the other day? Is that his usual practice in the spawning eeason ; if so, do 
his subscribers appreciate it >—I am, &c., AN1I-POACHER. 

[ We think in both cases it will turn out tobea false scent ‘t Anti-Poacher”’ 
is on,—ED.] 


THE FORTHCOMING TOURNAMENT—THAMES TROUTING. 

Sir,—I am sorry to take up your valuable space, but I think it only fair 
that Mr. Gregory should know that. in my case, as in others, no special pre- 
paration was made either in the line or reel at the last Tournament. I ordered 
the reel and line from Bailey, of Nottingham, and have used the line con- 
tinuously since, until worn out, for pike and other fishing. Mr. Hobden 
refers to the weight to be used at the forthcoming Tournament, and I 'think 
the nearer the weight approaches actual experience the better. Curiously 
enough, last Saturday I had been spinning for trout at Teddington, and on 
my way home called in at Twickenham with my rod fitted up with Nottingham 
undressed line, flight, trace, and natural bait (a bleak). 
attention to your correspondent’s letter, and it immediately occurred to us to 
weigh accurately my fit-out. Well, the bleak (about 5 inches long), on four 
treble hook flight with trace and lead, would not quite turn the sca'e at 
1i0z. Now, Sir, this is the actual weight, often lighter upon shallows, and 
certainly I think the weight and artificial *bait for throwing should not exceed 
1% 0z.—by no means should a bullet or weight only be allowed. It has been 
represented to me that I should not again compete, and I have decided not to 
do so; but I shall be pleased to give a prize in relation to Nottingham spinning 
if the committee will allow me to leave the destination until their arrangements 
are more complete. Mr. Hobden says I threw over 50 yards at the first com- 
petition. The actual distance was 52} yards, with a 12 foot trout-spinning rod ; 
but I am quite prepared to see this beaten. As to Thames trouting I must thank 
you for publishing my letter suggesting that professionals should not lend 
themselves to the capture of Thames trout, and I am happy to say you endorse 
my views, and also any amount of anglers, and it will assuredly follow that if 
the professionals continued the practice they will suffer. 

As to the capture of the large trout at Hampton Court Weir, at page 246, 
your correspondent says the trout weighed 14 lb. Io oz. ; at page 249 your 
correspondent, under the heading of the ‘‘ Piscatorial Society,’’ says the fish 
weighed 14 1b. ; and it is reported that the lock~keeper saw it weighed at 
13 lb. 14 0z. It is as well to have the weight actually defined, as, although no 
such trout has been caught for many years, many people are anxious to know 
the definite weight. Again, I see that the health of the successful angler was 
drunk at the meeting. Will Mr. Ross Faulkner, as you suggest, give us an 
account of the capture, and say whether he or Milbourne played the fish ? 

As to the large hook in the bait for triangle flights, I have used it—made 
for me by Alfred—for more than twelve months, but had never seen it used 
before. There is assuredly nothing new under the sun.—I am, &c., 

A. J. LITTLE. 





INTERNATIONAL “FISHING GAZETTE”? TOURNAMENT. 

Srr,—I beg to inform you that I have received promises of the following 
prizes for the forthcoming Tournament, and I would suggest that any gentle- 
man willing to contribute to the prize list should send an intimation of the 
donation he will kindly make to you, or to Mr. Ghurney, Secretary- Anglers’ 
Beneyolent Society, Forester’s Hall, Clerkenwell Road, at his earliest con- 
venience, as the committee are desirus of completing the final arranges 
ments :— 


Mr. Pugh, Friendly Anglers, handsome jack rod, 

Mr. J. RK. Sachs, Piscatorial, spirit flask, value £1 Is. 

Captain Alfred, Gresham, ebonite and German silver winch. 

Mr. Clarke, Gresham, sportsman’s cooking apparatus. 

Mr. Parker, Gresham, angler’s souvenir. 

Mr. Hawse, Gresham, 100 yards waterproof jack line, value £1 Ss. 

Gresham Angling Society, cash £2 2s. 

Members of Gresham (private collection in addition to above), cash £4. 

Trusting you have received many other promises in aid of the Tournament, 
and that it may be the most successful held since you started the idea in 1881, 
—Iam, &c., CHARLES BATEs, 





THE FORTHCOMING TOURNAMENT AND THE USE OF 
LIGHT LINES. 

S1r,—Allow me a portion of your valuable space in reply to Mr. R. W. 
Hobden’s letter, which appeared in your last number of the FISHING GAZETTE. 
By the kind invitation of Mr. James Lander, I attended one of the meetings 
of the Piscatorial Society. Among others, I was asked by Mr. Bates if I would 
give another prize at the forthcoming Tournament. Answering in the affrmas 
tive, I supplemented my remarks by saying I trusted the Committee could see 
their way clear to provide the same rod, line, and winch for all the competitors 
to throw from the reel, ‘‘ Nottingham style,’’? as it was most unfair, while 
handicapping the rods, to allow some of the competitors to throw with lines 
unsuited for pike-fishing on account of their want of strength, while others, 
not knowing the regulations, and that it would be allowed, came rigged up 


Mr. Powelldrewmy . 
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with their ordinary pike implements, and, as a matter of course, to be readily 
and easily defeated. 

This, Mr. Editor, was simply my case at your last Tournament ;_and I dares 
say you recollect, before the commencement of the proceedings, I called your 
attention to this matter, and stated that Ishou'd not have the ghost of a chance 
throwing, as it was with my ordinary pike gear I had brought with me. 

Respec'ing the line used by Mr, A. J. Little, the winner, my in‘ormant 


was Mr. Bailey, jun , of Nottingham, who stated to me he had provided the. 


line for Mr. Little’s use : it was one of the very finest plaited lines he could 
procure, and only suitable for trout or barbelledgering. : 

I pen these remarks in no unkind n r unfriendly spirit towards Mr. Little, 
who is, without doubt, an adeptin the art of ‘* throwing from the reel,”’ and an 
angler I shall always have the greatest pleasure in meeting in any friendly con- 
test. Isimply suggested to Mr. Bates to bring before the Committee my 
reason for doing a ‘‘little growl.’’ 

Mr. Little, as a good angler, knowing full well {hat the lighter the line the 
greater the throw, provided himself with one for the occasion, I, not 
knowing light lines would be allowed and a bait of ordinary pike size would 
be used, came provided with ordinary pike gear, to be easily defeated, but, I 
trust, not disgraced. : 

No angler believes more than myself that light tackle is essential in all kinds 
of fishing; but let it be combined with a ‘little’ s'rength, or a day’s pike or 
trout spinning may prove a little too expensive a luxury —very good for the 
tackle shop, but trying to the temper of the ardent angler. 

I really cannot see the reason ‘ why’? all the competitors cannot throw with 
the same pike rod, line, and proper Nottingham winch, to be provided by the 
Committee. AJl the competitors would have the same and equal chance, if 
they did not try it vn'il they competed. By this means every one would be 
placed on their merits, the same as two billiard players who had not seen the 
table nor played on it before the day of the match. Again, I cannot see why 
2 0z. is too heavy for a pike bait; very few anglers in the Trent use a less weight 
if they are comeatable. 

Another competition could take place, and prizes be given fer each competition 
the competitor to use any line or rod he likes to provide, the weight to be a 
leger bullet of say 1 oz. or 1} 0z., to be provided by the Committee, and every- 
one to use thesame. This would make a heavy and a light bait contest. This 
suggestion, I feel sure, is worthy the consideration cf the Committee. 

There was one other important matter—at least, to Trent anglers—I venti- 
lated upon, which has not been reported, viz , that the three months’ close time 
for roach-fishing is altogether out of character, and should be amended in any 
future Act brought befcre Parliament. 

We have had no fishing in the river worthy of remark since last October ; 
and when we recommence on June 16 the majority of fish will be out of cons 
dition ; and a great portion of the swims cannot be fished until the grass is 
mowed. Cert+inly we could go in for trout during the close time, but, unlike 
the Thames and Lea, this is a délusion and asnare as far as the Trent is con- 
cerned.—I am, &c., JAMES GREGORY, F 
: Hon. sec. Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial Association. 

39. Vyse Street. _ 

[As we said befcre, the fineness of line used in pike-fishing is not to be se'tled 
by any hard-and-fast rule. Mr. Jardine often uses aline for the big pike he 
always ‘‘ goes for,’’ which is little, if at all, stouter than that used by Mr. Little. 
Mr. Little has himself killed pike and big trout on this same line. An expert 
angler can kill fish with any line, and the finer it is the more skill he his to dis- 
play, and the more sport he gets. For our own part, we always use a fine eight 
plait undressed Nottingham silk line when spinning for pike. <A heavy line 
will not run out any distance. We should be very sorry to see a bullet used at 
the tournament, as a fatal accident might easily occur through a hitch up and 
the line snapping ; moreover, a bullet can be thrown nearly twice as far as a 
spinning bait. The object is to see how far ordinary bazz, as used in angling, 
can be cast.—Ep.] 





A HANDSOME PRIZE FOR THE TOURNAMENT. 

S1R,—Please to receive a pair of oil paintings for a prize at the forthcoming 
angling Tournament at the Welsh Harp, for the benefit of the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Society.—I am, &c. GEORGE HENRY Woop, 

Member of Hoxton Brothers Angling Society. 

Ito, St. George Street, London, E. 

[The thanks of all interested in the Anglers’ Benevolent Society are due to 
Mr. Wood for this very handsome prize—two large and good oil paintings in 
guld frames.—Ep. ] 





THE UNITED LONDON ANGLERS’ CENTRAL COMMITTEE AND 
AMALGAMATION, 

Srr,—In your issue of May the rgth, a letter appeared under the above 
heading, written by Mr. Ghurney, the first sentence of which began with the 
words, ‘‘I am directed by the Committee to correct,’’ &c. Now, as the 
above committee has not sat since the report of which he complains was printed, 
nor will it again sit till the 4th day of June, I should like to know what con- 
stituted the committee that directed him ? Secondly, he says that there were 
forty delegates present, 39 voting for Mr. Lowther's proposition, and one 
against it. The figures are very perplexing, as I can positively affirm that two 
delegates voted against the motion, and that more than one refrained from 
voting. Trusting Mr, Ghurney. will explain,—I am, &c. 

; ONE OF THE ComMMITTER, 





A CORRECTION. 
_ S1R,—We notice in your review of the exhibits at the Fisheries Exhibition, 
m your issue of the 26th inst., you refer to ‘‘a few exhibits of J/r, H. EF. 
Hounsell, of Bridport,’? &c. This is incorrect, as the firm is ‘‘ Herbert E, 
Hounsell, Limited,” and Mr. H. E. Hounsell has nothing to do with the 
management, nor is he a shareholder now.—I am, &c., 
p. pro~ Herbert E, Hounsell, Limited, 


May 29. J. Bucxpirr, sec, 





LIVE FISH IN AQUARIA. 

Sir,—I have frequently heard a great deal about the cruelty of angling, but 
the first impression the aquarium at the Fisheries Exhibition gave me was the 
exceptional cruelty of confining fish in tanks to die from blindness, &c. What 
a slaughter of splendid fish will have taken place before the Exhibition is 
closed?—I am, &c., ~ A BLINDED JAcK, 

[Ina properly constructed and managed aquarium there is far less « cruelty”’ 
than in the natural open water.—ED. ] 


CLUB REPORTS. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A special general meeting of this club will be held on Tuesday next, June 
5th, for the election of a new secretary and other officers of the club. The first 
match of the season will take place at Amberley on June 17th for prizes, pre- 
sented by Messrs. Williams and Co., and Sir Trevor Lawrence. Prizes will be 
fished in July, all members requiring privilege tickets are requested to attend 
on Tuesday next. a 

CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF ANGLING CLUBS FOR DERBY. 

At a meeting, held on Tuesday evening last, of delegates from the principal 
angling clubs in Derby, a desire was expressed that we form a Central Asso= 
ciation for Derby. May I please ask for copies of rules from associations of a 
similar nature ?—J. CADMAN, Melbourne Street, Derby. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our twentieth annual distribution of prizes will take place on Wednesday, 
June 6th, commencing at nine o’clock. Chairman, Mr. W. Theobald ; vice, 
Mr. J. Page. We shall be pleased to meet any of our brotber anglers on this 
occasion.—-J. A. FircH, jun., sec. 

P.S.—At the last meeting of the Central Association of London Angling 
S cieties a new society was enrolled, viz., the “New Walton and Cotton,”’ 
a at the Drapers’ Arms, Upper Barnsbury Street, N. 

Lay 30. ——— = 
GOOD INIENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There is a great improvement in the attendance of members as the fence time 
is drawing to a close. The members of the above club will open the season by 
fishing for ten prizes, go where they like, ou June 17th. Our concert takes 
place on Monday next, June 4th, when the brothers from the St. John’s Society 
bave kindly volunteered their services. It will be on behalf of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. We should be glad to see any brother angler on that 
night. Commence at 8.30. Mr. H. J. Tibbatts, chairman; Mr. W. Snook, 
vice-chairman.--R. MurpHy. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday last, D. A. Darling, Esq., in 
the chair. Mr. Crumplen read a short paper for Mr. Howse, on River Pollu- 
tion, referring specially to certain parts of the Lea. The paper was an admir- 
able statement of facts which had come under the writer’s personal observa- 
tion, and strongly advocated stringent measures to abate the evils complained 
of. The interest of the evening centred largely in the interesting paper read 
by Dr. Brunton, graphically describing his adventures on the occasion of his 
visit to Loch Leven, as the representative of ‘The Gresham,’’ inthe National 
Angting Clubs Competition. The Doctor said he met with a right royal re- 
ception, and all the anglers were on the best of terms throughout the contest. 
He described the ballot for places in the boats, showing how equitably all was 
arranged, He did not come off victorious himself, but he had some fish, and 
was sure he had done his best for the society, coming out with honour, although 
he did not win a prize. He described the wind and weather as both unfavour- 
ab'e, and the lake itself as avery uncertain water. It was resolved that the 
paper be printed, and a very hearty vote of thanks was accorded. Dr. 
Brunt2n’s health being afterwards proposed, was drunk with full musical 
honours. It has been recommended to the committee that Mr. Macgregor, 
the worthy secretary of the National Competition, should be made an 
honorary member of the ‘* Gresham,’’ a suggestion which the new committee 
to be elected on Tuesday next, will no doubt carry out, That there will be 
very important changes in the society after that meeting is certain, and it is 
hoped that all members who can do so, will attend on that occasion. The 
chair will be taken at 7 o'clock, During the evening Mr. R. Ghurney brought 
up a petition in favour of a Bill now before the House of Lords for moderating 
the speed of steam launches, which was signed by all the members present who 
had not previously signed.—Yr GRASsHOPPER. 





PHGENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our twelfth annual dinner will take place at the Tavistock Arms, Warring- 
ton Street, Oakley Square, N.W., on June 6th. Anglers and friends will be 
welcome after 10 p.m, for a song and a glass.—W. ELBOURNE, sec. 

May 29. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

At the meeting he'd on the 3oth ult. it was decided that the first competition 
shall take place on June 17th at Amberley for the following prizes :—Ist, 
guinea rod, given by Dr. Canton; 2nd, half-a-guinea tackle case, given by Mr. 
Halmon ; 3rd, two gallons of pickled walnuts, given by Mr. Ornsby. All fish 
subject to club rules. Only members that have conformed to the rules of the 
society will be allowed to compete on this occasion.—Prxin, 


a 
STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday evening last the annual dinner of this society took place in 
the Duke’s Saloon, at the Holborn Restaurant, the chair being taken by cur 
worthy president, Mr, C, P. Wheatstone, faced by Mr. W.R. Humby, our 
vice-president. Among the guests present were Messrs. Brougham, Wheeldon, 
Allison, Crumplen, Dr. Brunton, Messrs. Leo Bonvoisin, Pugh, G. James, 
W. N. Hunter, W. Ellis, W. Humphreys, A. Ellis, D. Humby, Scull, Rose, 
Gowland, Bernand, Moysey, Holtham, Stamper, Hawkins, Richards, Pain, 
Godsell, Davy, Walker, Headland, Jarvis, Nokes, and other gentlemen. After 
the dinner, which was a first-rate repast, served in Mr. Hamp’s usual recherché 
style, the president proceeded with the toast list, inviting the guests to drink 
with him to the health of ‘“‘ Her Majesty the Queen, the Prince of Wales, and 
other members of the Royal Family.’? “This was followed by ‘Success to the 
Stanley Anglers’ Society,’? ‘‘Success to the Great International Fisheries 
Fxhibition,”’ proposed by the secretary, Mr. Walker, coupled with the name 
of Mr. Crumplen, of the sub-committee. During his remarks, Mr. Walker 
expressed his thanks personally, and on behalf of the society, to Mr. Crumplen 
for the valuable assistance he had rendered them one and all in securing space 
for their exhibit. The secretary, in reading bis report, glanced rapidly over 
the principal items of interest in previous seasons’ doings of the members, 
stating that the funds of the society were in a very satisfactory state, that their 
strength numerically was good, and that the efforts of committee to encourage 
the retaining of specimen fish only was meeting with the success it deserved, 
enumerating the names of those gentlemen who were to the fore in the matter of 
specimens. The list of prize winners he also read, which included the names of 
Messrs. Duncan, Ellis, W. Humby, D, Humby, Parsons, Scull, Putrucci, Wheat- 
stone, Rix, Walker, and others. The secretary stated that, considering the bad 
season, he felt he might congratulate the members upon their total catch for 
the year—viz., 1,196 lb, 120z. Other toasts followed: ‘* The Thames Angling 
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Preservation Society,’’ ably responded to by our old and valued friend, Mr. 
Brougham, in which he gave us some interesting information and statistics ; 
‘¢The Press,’’ replied to by Messrs. Wheeldon, of the Sporting Life, and Mr. 
Allison, of the ‘Sportsman; ‘Kindred Societies,’’? replied t# by Mr. Leo 
Bonvoisin and Mr. I1awkins, president of the ‘Silver Trouts.’’ The healths 
of ‘The President,’ ‘‘ Vice-President,’’ ‘Secretary,’ ‘‘ Committee,” 
‘Visitors,’ and other toasts were enthusiastically received. The guests 
throughout the evening were most enjoyably and thoroughly entertained by 
songs from Messrs. W. Ellis, Richards, D. Humby, Wheeldon, Dr. Brunton, 
and cther gentlemen, together with recitations from Messrs. Bonvoisin and 
H. Rose. At the close of the evening it was the opinion ofall assembled that 
we had passed a very pleasant time, and at parting the hope was freely ex- 
pressed that we might be all spared to spend many more such successful and 
delightful evenings together with oar friends.—G. E. W. 


’ 








SYCAMORE AND COCKBROOK ANGLING CLUB. — 
The Editor of the ‘‘ British Fisheries Directory,’’ University Press, Edin- 
burgh, wishes to get the full address of the above club. 


THE UNITED LONDON ANGLERS’ CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

Secretaries and members are hereby informed that the present privilege 
tickets, ‘‘ green,’’ will be cancelled on Friday, June 15th, and the new tickets, 
“«white,’’? come into operation on Saturday, June 16th. Secretaries are re- 
quested to send the names and addresses in full of me mbers requiring the new 
privilege tickets to the secretary of the Central Committee as svon as possible, 
and all tickets applied for will be ready for delivery, at the Central Committee 
room, on Monday, June 4th, 1883, from nine till eleven o'clock. It is to be 
understood that all tickets applied for will be charged, as no deduction can be 
made from the list of tickets made out. The charge for privilege tickets and 
yearage will be is. All holders of privilege tickets will be charged Is. in 
addition for membership of the United London Angling Associations Fishery 
Society, established for the purpose of acquiring, rentinz, stocking, and pre- 
serving waters for the exclusive benefit of its members, such sum to be paid on 
the delivery of the privilege and society’s ticket, which wi!l be included in one 
card. The committee respectfully solicit the patronage of societies enrolled on 
the Central Committee. They defray all the expenses of printing, posting, 
rewards, watching and preservation of the river Lea from their funds. They 
also pay an annual subscription to the Thames Angling Preservation Society. 
Tickets will be forwarded by *post on application.—R. GHURNEY, secretary, 
10, Baches Street, Charles Square, Hoxton, N. 





UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

The monthly meeting will take pace on Monday evening next, June 4th, at 
nine o’clock, Mr. T. Morgan, chairman, will preside, when the new privilege 
tickets ordered will be ready for delivery. Delegates will oblige by attending 
to sign the petition to be presented to the House of Lords in favour cf the Bill 
to make provision for the regulating of the navigation of steam-launches, 
&c.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

WOOLWICH BROTHERS. 

On the 28th, the headquarters of this society was visited by the members of 
several London societics Those who arrived in the afternoon were escorted 
by the proprietor to the Arsenal, where they passed a very pleasant afternoon, 
and returned in time to meet those gentlemen who came down by the evening 
train. In consequence of important business in London I did not stay till that 
time. Mr. W. Beech, the former proprietor of this house, is about to visit 
Bournemouth for the benefit of his health. At the present time he is in a verv 
feeble state, and nothing like the gentleman that I knew some two or three 
years ago, who used to enjoy his two or three days’ fishing at Bedford and other 
places on the Midland. I hope and trust that Bournemouth will be beneficial 
to him, and [ shall yet have the pleasure of meeting him once more on the 
war path, either at Bedford or on the banks of the Thames.—PrxIr. 








FISHING MATCH AT AMBERLEY. 

The time is fast approaching f r the grand match at Amberley, which takes 
place on June 24th (second week in the season) ; therefore, it is imperative that 
any club wishing to be in the match should join at once the list of the South 
London United. The entrance fee to the match is 1s, The twelve clubs 
already on the list are very enthusiastic. Some have already made application 
for a second supply of tickets. Secretaries of clubs shculd note that arranye- 
ments have been made with Mr. Clcut that secretaries of clubs sending to him 
for tickets for their members can be accommodated. All moneys and tickets 
unsold must be returned on June 11th. Any club neglecting to conform to this 
rule will be disqualified. Auy information required will be gladly tendered by 
me.—Wmn. ALLEN, 16, Trothy Road, Bermondsey. 





We regret to learn that Mr. A. J. Little. does not intend to compete this 
year at the Tournament. 


CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
Byles: 

THE thirty-second half-yearly supper of the North-Western Anglers, 
which took place at the society’s snug headquarters, the Lord South- 
ampton, Southampton Road, Haverstock Hill, N.W., on Thursday 
evening, May 24, proved an undoubted success, a goodly muster 
of members and friends sitting down to do anglers’ justice to the A t 
catering of host Wetenhall. 

The chair was filled in an efficient manner by Mr. Fred Hill, Mr. 
W. Aldis supporting him in the vice in a-manner that left nothing to 
be desired, Among the guests were Mr. Thos. Crumplen, hon. sec. 
Gresham Angling Society, and Mr. C. P. Wheatstone ; letters of apo- 
logy being also read from Messrs. R. B. Marston, P. Geen, IT. Hoole, 
S. Morgan, and several other well-known gentlemen. 

After the removal of the cloth and the honouring of the usual loyal 
toasts, songs and toasts became the order of the evening. Among 
those who shone in the former line were Messrs. Aldis, Marshall, 
Stead, Underwood, Rosebee, &c. Among the toasts were ‘‘ The 
West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling 
Societies,” by the Chairman, duly responded to in a capital and prac- 
tical manner by the delegates, Messrs. Marshall and Packman ; 
“The North-Western Anglers,’ coupled with the name of the 
secretary, Mr. Hillier, by Mr. £. Crumplen in most appropriate 
and well-chosen terms, and duly responded to by Mr. Hillier, 
who was loudly cheered ; ‘‘ The Visitors,” coupled with-the names of 
Messrs. Crumplen and Wheatstone, both those gentlemen making 
suitable replies ; ‘‘ [The Treasurer,” host Wetenhall, by Mr. L. Bon- 
voisin, Mr. Wetenhall replying in a most humorous and at the same 
time feeling manner, after which he proceeded to distribute the 
numerous and valuable prizes won during the past season, a goodly 
list being afterwards subscribed for competition during the coming 
one. More songs and toasts, among the latter being ‘* The Press,” 
“* The Chair,” and Vice-Chair,”’ &c., followed, and brought us all too 
soon to the hour when, after a verse of ‘‘ Old Lang Syne” (a time- 
honoured custom here), the celebration of this thirty-second half- 
yearly banquet was a thing of the past. 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 


mittee will take place at the Bald-Ficed Stag, Worship Square, * 


Finsbury, on Monday evening next, Mr. S. Morgan in the chair. 


From the Thames, Lea, Colne, and every other water the prospects - 


for the coming season are said to be excellent. 

The monthly meeting of the Working Committee of the West 
Central Association of London and Provincial Association takes 
place on Friday evening, June 1, at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec 
Street, baker Street. 
brought forward for discussion. 











PREVENTION UF RIVER POLLUTION. 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 
who are interested in the purification and preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBIT 


ATPLAE 
Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 





Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the AB C .PROCESSS 


is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 

Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 
Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of ; 


THE NATIVE GUANO C)., LIMITED, 
SEWAGE WORKS, : 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 








JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham,| Fore Hundred Excellent and Palatable 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER. AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES. 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, andcan only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRC (27s. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisutnc G 
é ; s + GAzerre of March 18, 18-2. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatchea by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 


HOUSEHOLD RECIPHES, 


CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Io0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


ADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR .EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD 





‘© The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,”’"—British 
W orkwoman, 


‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service.’’—The Rock, 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


Several matters of importance are likely to be 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & ~ 


JuNE2, 18&3] 
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A WORK OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO ANGLERS. 


Now ready, Parr 1, price 7d, 
Au shi 


FISHERIES OF THE WORLD. 


BEING 


An Illustrat-d and Descriptive Record of the 


INTERNATIONAL 


FISHERIES 


EXHIBITION. 


tf HE FISHERIES OF THE WORLD”? will form not only an INTRODUCTION and a DESCRIPTIVE GUIDE to the various objects to be found 

in the FISHERIES EXHIBITION, but will place before the reader, in a series of pleasant chapters full of anecdote as well as valuable facts, all that he 

can desire to know about the sea and fresh water fisheries of our own and other lanis, fishing process's, the m2a who are eagiged in taem, the fisring b pits 

used, the various kinds of nets and tackle employed, the daily life of the fisherman in its various vicissitudes, & 3 , from the ice-bound coasts-of Greenlani aal 
the promontories of Labrador in the north to the tropical seas of the Indies and thence to the Southern Ocean. 

“THE BISHERIES.OF THE WORLD ”’ will be full of Illustrations, which will greatly enhance its valuz, aad asa complete Gaide 01 this most 

interesting subject, will, it is believed, commend itself to every intelligeat reader throughous the kingdom. 


GAS SLL le AND 


COMPANY, 


Prospectuses at all Booksellers’, or post free from 


LIMITED, 


LUDGA TIE 


HEAL LONDON. 





NOW READY, 
WITH CHART, PRICE SIXPENCE, 


Broads and Rivers of 
Norfolk. 


POPULARLY DESCRIBED. 


The writer has aimed at giving practical advice to 
Anglers, Yachtsmen, and lovers of Nature, Science, 
and Art; pointing out where and how each may 
find splendid resorts for the pursuit of their several 
pleasures. The writer records his own experience as 
far as it has gone, and in all cases the information 
given can berelied upon. Such a guide has long 
been wanted, and this issue, it is hoped, will supply 
the want. 


Norwich: P. Soman, Argus office, Lowestoft: 
. Standard Office. Also may be had of Alfred and 
Son, Moorgate Street; Little, 15, Fetter Lane; 
Williams and Co., Sreat Queen Street, W.C.; 
Young, 402, Oxford Street, W.; Carter and Sons, 
137, St. John’s Street Road, E.C.; Gee, 18, Little 
St. Andrew's Street, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C.; 
Allcock, Redditch, ard all Bookstalls on the Great 
Eastern Railway. 





Bers AQUARIUM.-—This Week.— 


Special Summer Attractions, Coolest Lounge in 
Lo.den. Lit by Electric Light. 


ee AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
Jd FARINI’S KRAO, the Missing Link. Admission rs. 
OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


GREAT RUSSIAN WAXWORK EXHIBITION. 
Hundreds of artisticfigures. Admission 1s. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—This. Day.— 


ELECTRIC EXHIBITION. Thousands of Incan- 
descent and Arc Lamps. 


GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 

















a SIDE. — TOURIST FORT- 
(<j NIGHTLY and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
TUESDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS 
are issued by all Trains to YARMOUIH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walson-on-tbe~Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer, ‘ 





BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE. 


EXCURSION TICKETS are issued éaily by any Train 
from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London- 
fields, &c. Fares 3s., 2s., 1s. Od. 

For full particulars see bills. 


WILLIAM BIRT, Ge 1M f 
London, May, 1883. » General Manager 





Price One Shilling, post free rs. 23d. 


LITTLE’S ANGLER’S ANNUAL AND 
FISHING DIRECTORY. 


Comprising articles and_ptactical information. 
Also containing a complete list of rivers and all the 
fisheries of England and Wales. 


Edited by 
H. B. BROMHEAD, 





No angler should be without this annual. 





Published by G. Lirrrx and Co., No. 15, Fetter 
Lane, E.C., and a'l Booksellers and Railway Stalls, 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scu-hern Minneso a, Ane ica, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. English Colony Fail particu- 
lars irom A. M., care of Editor, Fisu1nc GAZEtTTs, 12, 
Fetter Lane. F.C, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS. 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle ofall 
kinds. The Devon and other ar ificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
te quisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S..cet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c 


THOMAS FORD, 


Price One Shilling. 


{30 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 











Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays | 


ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS. 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSYL THEIR COS1! 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insur ng aga‘nst 
Accidents ot all kinds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 


PAID-Ur CAPITAL AND RESERVE £259,000, 
Moprratt PREMIUMS, 
Bonus allowed to_Irsurers after five years. 


£1,840,000. 


HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 











PireowD OR OF RHE shORES Ti 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





é Nes 


The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Foresr anv Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at vhe head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of traye), camp 
life, field es periences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. 
fea and River Fishing. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 

Yachting and Canoeing, The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 

well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Fores anp StreAmM annually form two 
handsomely-printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each, 

Terms, post free, 21s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 

Published by the Foresr anp SrreAmM PustisHine Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.8. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Samrson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and Kivinerox, Crown 
buildings, 158, Fleet Street, Vondon, who can supply 
specimen copies. 


iS 


Natural History. 
Fisheulture, 








A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


ANHYDROUS LEATHER: 


hos: 


DRY AND WARM FEET. 


Both the Uppers 
Patented Process 
Waterproof, 


and Soles by a 
are guaranteed 
ensuring 





Carriage free to any part of the country. 





WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 





NOW READY. 


THE DJRECTORY OF 


ATHLETIC SPORTS 
AND PASTIMES : 


CONTAINING A 
List of English and Scotch Fishing Clubs, 
giving the Names and Addresses of the 
Secretaries, Rules of Fishing, Bye-laws 
of the Thames Angling Preservation 


Society, and items of general interest to 


Anglers. 





Price 2s. 6d., or direct by Post from the 
Publishers, 


ADAMS, BATES & CO. 


17, EAST TEMPLE CHAMBERS, FLEET STREET. 





The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 
This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. By a Ee catcb at side of watch, it can 
instantly, and set going again in same manner, 
Sees Sisk in eara Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movements, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Foiwarded free. 





The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screw- 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers, 
All warranted of finest quality. Price 7s, 6d. Forwarded 
tree, 





FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassccks, Sussex (stab. 7870.) 
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International Fisheries Exhibition: 
Stand 82. Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 
JOHN W. MARTIN 


(THE “TRENT OTTER ’’) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 








having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 
the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 


article supplied. 


A best quality Nottingham Rod, brazed and winch fitted, 


price 5s. 


A very superior Nottingham Kod, Partition Bag, and Safetv 


Rings, price 6s. 


Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 


and Trout Rods, same price. 


Manufactured on the premises. ] 
guaranteed, Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 


A complete outfit for bottom fishing in»the Nottingham 


Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 
REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and TACKLE, 


1 doz. Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hocked and 


shotted, price 28. f 
Retail dealers liberally treated with. 
Write for a Price List, free by post. 





“Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the “Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 


Address as above, 





ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENTURY, 


JOHN COOPER, 


(Only son and successor of the late Mr, John Cooper,) 


BIRD AND FISH PRESERVER, 


To H,R.H, the Duke of Edinburgh, 


28, RADNOR STREET, ST. LUKE’S, E.C. 


NEAR THE CHURCH, OLD STREET. 


SILVER MEDALS IN 1878, 1880, AND 
EDINBURGH EXHIBITION, 1832. 


The Silver Medal, 1878, was awarded to Mr. John Cooper 
at the Piscatorial Exhibition, at the Westminster Aquarium 
for the best specimens of Stuffed Fish. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902, 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


x2 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price = 8d, Carriage paid for 6d. 
extra. 
¢‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,’’—FisHine 
GAZETTE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, sd. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d, 
er 50. and 7d, per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long rs. 1cd. per 100. 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 




















Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE. . 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
He a8 chyped ft ed Bs Yad tee! Bee ts 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 














GREAT INERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, LONDON, 1843. 


MESSRS. Cc. AND R. BROOK'S 


Highly popular and practical SEA FISHING SPECIALI- 
TIES in BAITS and MOUNTED LINES, Quality 
warranted not superior to their ordinary make, is now for 
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London Agent—Mr. Fred Williams,to whom Orders may 
be sent, or to the South of England Fishing Tackle Manu- 
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&to for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. 
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per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


p ice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price I5s. 
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bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel, 


In Packets, 8d., 6d., and ls. each; postage 
extra. 


To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Road; Price and Co,, Euston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith; Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London, Nutting& Co, Rirming= 
ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 
Rice, Norwich. Ramsbottom, Manchester, Perry, Read- 
ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield. Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley. Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark. 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E, 


g and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 
Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 
Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 


Greenheart fly-rods, tos. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and well balanced. 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s, 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very saperior quality and finish, 10s. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
3} inch, 3s.6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each; very stout, 6d. cach; very 
7d. each, or 
One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, 1s. 3d.; stouter, 
Superior braided waterproof silk line, 1d. 


A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of rod, 3}inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk Jine, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, snd 4q floats, 


All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and cartiige paid both 
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GRAND DISPLAY of SALMON, TROUT, 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 


Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuinc GAzEITE 
“ec A. 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8 and 16 
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Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
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NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the 
RIVERS OR MOORS without having 
his Boots dressed with 


STRAWSON'S WATERPROOF. 





































This WATERPROOF has obtained a world-wide reputation, 
and has been used by the leading SPORTSMEN, and for 
dressing Harness, for upwards of TWENTY YEARS. It is as 
good for Lapres’ Boots as GENTLEMEN'S, as it will restore 
the soft appearance of the most delicate Kid Leather 
KJ without the slightest Injury to it, neither does it interfere 
ix] With the polish from good Blacking. H 
@) Suoorme anv oTHER Boots dressed with it will rosist 
io the action of Dew, Rain, Snow, and Sea Water, increasing 
2} the comfort of the wearer, and by its softening effects upon 
ij the leather, helping to prevent blisters and chafing to 
the feet. Where necessary it may also be applied to the 
soles of Boots and Shoes with advantage. 
TESTIMONIAL : 
From H.C, PENNELL, Esq., Author of “The Practical 
Modern Angler,” and other seientifle works. 
5, Cadogan Terrace, London, 8.W.,Sept 20th, 1880. 
DEAR §ir,- 'ray make use of my name. I hays often 
stated (and always asserted In my books) my bellef that 
your Waterproofing is the BEST IN THE WORLD 
sporting ES Done and indeed the only one which wills 9 
out Melting Snow 
Yours truly, . CHOLMONDELEY PENNELL, 
Mr, H. Strawson, Exeter 
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Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
Ironmongers, & others, 


in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d,, 1s., 2s., 58., & 10s., each 

Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler to procure it for you, or 
send Stamps for the price ofa Tin to the Proprietor, Wao 
will forward c Sample, carriage free, to any ress, 


Whoiesale by the Sole Proprietor:— 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lanr, LEEDS, 


Manager: H, Strawson, late of Excter. 
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AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1833), of the third volume of 
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CUMMINS,|THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers in 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
- POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC: 

TURE, Ete. 

HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 5 


WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM, - 


INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Ete. 


Tue Amrrican ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American writers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tur ANGLER, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, f 
2.5 2:90) B R.OvA. DW FASS 
(Oppnsite City Hall Park), 
NEW ) YORK» CITY, sUesrae 
“ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfor 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Wader 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonia 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by PRicE’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 

ATER-BAILLIFFS.—S ituation or Attendan 

toa Fishing Gentleman required by the Ad- 

vertiser, who is a superior man, and of considerable 

practical experience.—Address ‘‘ RED HAcCKux,”’ 3, 

St. John the Evangelist’s-road, Highgate-road, 
London, N.W. ; 
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The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 9, 1883. 








LECTURES AND DISCUSSIONS AT THE INTER-~ 
NATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 





FISHERY CONGRESS. 





1. A series of Conferences will be held in connection with the 
Exhibition, in which the Foreign Commissioners, Jurors, and 
others connected with or visiting the Exhibition, will be invited to 
take part. 

2. The first meeting of the Congress will be held on Monday, 
18th June, at twelve noon, when Professor Huxley will deliver an 
introductory address. 

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, K.G., has graciously consented to 
read a paper by H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh, K.G., entitled 
“Notes on the Sea Fisheries and Fishing Population of the 
United Kingdom,” on Tuesday, 19th June, at twelve o’clock. 

3. At all other Conferences, the chair will be taken by the 
appointed chairman, at eleven o’clock a.m. precisely. Papers will 
be read, and discussions on them will follow. 

4, Unless by express desire of the chairman, speakers who take 
part in the discussion will be limited to ten minutes. 

5. The Conferences will be held on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays. 

The following subjects have been suggested for Confer- 
ences :— 

1, British Fisheries and Fishermen; 2. The Fisheries of the United 
States ; 3. The Fisheries of the Dominion; 4. The Fisheries of other 
Countries ; 5. Herring Fisheries ; 6, Pilchard and Mackerel 
Fisheries; 7. Salmon and Salmon Fisheries; 8, Freshwater 
Fisheries (including Trcut) ; 9. Seal Fisheries; 10. Oyster 
Culture and Fisheries; 11. Molluscs, Mussels, Whelks, &c. 
used for Food or Bait; 12. Crustacea; 13. Line Fishing; 14. Trawl- 
ing; 15. The Application of Steam Power to the Fishing Industry ; 
16. Principles of Fishery Legislation; 17. Fish Culture and Accli- 
matisation of Fishes; 18. Fish as Food; 19. Fish Transport and 
Fish Markets; 20. Food of Fishes; 21. Meteorology in Relation to 


Fishes; 22. Fish Diseases; 23. Economic Condition of Fishermen ; 


24. Protection of Life of Fishermen; 25. Scientific Results of the 
Exhibition, We hope next week to give a list of the lecturers and 
chairmen. 
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THE SEA-FISHERIES DEPARTMENT. 


Eo ae reigns no longer at South Kensington, but, on the 
contrary, the infinity of exhibits are now in apple~pie order, 
and it is not probable that the new catalogue will require much 
further revision. The Russian Court is avoid no longer, and now 
forms a very interesting feature amongst the foreign displays. 
The click of the turnstiles continues in unabated measure—in fact, 
the success of the Exhibition was long ago assured. The delight- 
fni cool of the gardens and their wealth of greenery and flowers 
has been gratefully appreciated during the late spell of Bengal 
heat, while in the galleries, courts, and all covered spaces a large 
staff of employés have been busy as an Egyptian fellah in the 
work of irrigation. On last Monday the run on the cheap fish 
dining saloon was so heavy that ‘‘ Robert” was called to mount 
guard, and the janitor for the time being had ample work to take 
off the edge of the sorties. Monday visitors, in fact, lavish their 
sixpences in the most reckless fashion, and are unquestionably very 


Referring to the exhibits, there is a set which demand more 
than passing notice, viz., the multiplicity of marketable com- 
modities which are manufactured from the skins of the cod, cusk, 
or ling, hake, haddock, halibut, &c.,and are shown in the United 
States Department, at the stand of the Gloucester Isinglass and 
Glue Company, of Gloucester, Massachusetts. Cod and ling skins 
are preferred for the purpose, as they yield a larger percentage of 
glue or isinglass than the skins of the hake, haddock, and pollock. 
The company employ a fleet of vessels in catching the fish from 
which the products are made, and the discovery of the uses of the 
fish offal and skins was claimed by Mr. J. S. Rogers, of Gloucester, 
as long ago as 1873. Fish glue is, however, as old as the hills, 
for who has not heard of Russian isinglass? And in making the 
hunting implements of the Esquimaux fish glue plays a prominent 
part. But the extent of the Gloucester Company labours marks a 
new departure. Rolls of coloured isinglass made from the skins 




































of the cod and ling are displayed in a case, and samples of 
isinglass, which is extensively used in the manufacture of court 
plaster throughout the United States, are shown. The haddock, 
hake, and pollock skins yield dry glue and liquid isinglass, while a 
better article extracted from cod skins is made for gumming labels 
and envelopes. The use of the glue in putting on paper veneer, 
velvet, and plush may be seen, and samples of leather and a pair 
of shoes made from cod skins. Guano is manufactured from salt 
fish, bones, heads, skins, and scales, and the refuse after the glue 
has been extracted is also available. The fish glue of the Russia 
Cement Company, at the same stand, is said to possess the qualities 
of strength and flexibility in the highest degree, and, amongst 
its many uses, it is effective in joining leather beltings of any thick- 
ness, for ‘‘ gumming ” together boot uppers before they are sewed, 
for building boot heels without the use of nails, and for waxing 
the sewing threads to glue the stitches so that the boot cannot rip. 
A liquid carriage glue for use upon fine woodwork must be a'very 
wonderful article if it will, as is claimed, ‘‘glue iron or steel to 
wood.” The most important peculiarity, however, of the fish 
glue is that it does not set as quickly as cattle glue, so that work 
done with it can be carefully and deliberately adjusted to position 
without the necessity of heating the stock. With anglers the 
article is certain to be found handy in a thousand and one little 
ways, and it should supplant the use of shellac for many,purposes 
in connection with fishing tackle. The business of the Gloucester 
Isinglass and Glue Company is, according to» account, a great 
commercial success, and has only latterly been formed into a com- 
pany, in which ample capital has been invested. Attention will © 
no doubt be directed, ere the close of the Exhibition, to the prac- 
ticability of utilising the fish offal at our own great fishing centres. 
There is no apparent reason why the system could not be taken 
up at home with advantage, and perhaps even be further deve- 
loped. , 

Wierenine to the English exhibits in the great southern gallery, 
we have something to say respecting the models of two pleasure 
boats, shown by Mr. J. Loynes, of Norwich and Wroxham. 
The larger one shown is a flat-floored craft, admirably suited for 
cruising on rivers or lakes. According to scale the boat is 20 feet 
over all, 17 feet 6 inches on the load water-line, and extreme 
breadth 7 feet 2 inches. She is fitted with a centre-board, and 
her draught, when loaded, is only 18 inches, and with the board 
down but 3 feet. She is adapted for any one of three rigs—viz., 
una, yawl, or sloop, but we should prefer foresail, main, and 
mizen. She is half-decked, but with upwards of 7 feet space 
there is plenty of moving-room, and by means of a cleverly- 
contrived awning and cots which fold up under the wings the 
sleeping quarters in the summer-time would be far more com- 
fortable than under the deck of a deeper boat of the same dimen- 
sions. ‘The mattresses of the cots are inflated, and, together 
with water-tight compartments in bow and stern, the boat would 
be practically unsinkable. Asis the case with the mast step, a 
wood lock is fitted on deck to the rudder post, which can be 
lifted, and the rudder unshipped. She would be a comfortable 
boat to fish from, and the type is highly thought of by amateurs 
for cruising on the Norfolk broads and rivers where, from the 
nature of the banks, camping out is not practicable. Mr: Loyne’s 
second exhibit is also of the extreme shallow type, the particular 
feature of which is that the booby-hatch can be let back after the 
fashion of the head of a landau, the effect being that extra 
moving space is given by day with a full amount of head room at 
night. They may be hired at a cheap rate, and a lot of health- 
giving sport could be got out of a boat on the Norfolk and Suffolk 
broads by people able to work a craft themselves. Mr. Loynes 
contributes to the Literary Division guide books, charts, and 
and photographs of the Norfolk broads showing the angling 
waters. In Division IJII., there is a magnificent collection of 
models of steam-fishing vessels and steam carriers. Mr. George 
Leslie, shipbuilder, Dundee, has models of steam and sailing 
craft fitted with his patent lifting propeller, and of a'screw tug 
for towing and trawling in bad weather. The well-known firm of 
Sims and Toozes, of Park Street, Hull, exhibit the full model of 
the deep-sea trawler, Princess of Wales. It isa complete model, 
with working gear, steam capstan, and under-deck fittings in. 
The firm have taken three medals for the exhibit—viz., gold 
medal at Edinburgh, silver medal at the Shipwrights’ Exhibition, 
and bronze medal at Norwich. They also show a full model ofa 
screw trawler and carrier, and models and drawings of steam 
fishing vessels and carriers under 5-horse power. Hawthorn and 
Co., of Leith (81 Stand), have some splendidly-finished models of 
iron screw-trawlers, as built for the General Steam Fishing Com- 
pany, and a screw-steamer for carrying cured herrings in barrels. 
Mr. Alfred H. Brown, N.A., of 1, Waterloo Place, Pall Mail, 
exhibits a very taking design of a steam-trawler and carrier, and 
furnishes her lines in a glazed frame. The Count and Countess 
of Metaxa send a model of fossil kind; it is described asa 
‘‘ steam-trawler,’’ which is, perhaps, as well to know, as the mis- 
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take of taking it for a potato-steamer is thereby obviated. Mr. 
W. Marks, of Highbury Quadrant, London, N., has been taking 
particularly airy flights in thinking,out and building up a structure, 
. which is thus described: ‘‘ This vessel, owing to its many alr- 
tight revolving rollers, is of sufficient buoyancy to admit railway 
trucks on deck for the convenience of packing fish. It also has 
large reservoirs for preserving the fish alive.” The proposed 
length of ‘‘this ship” is 200 feet by too feet. We have been 
thinking about the ark, and have come to the conclusion that 
Mr. Marks don’t deserve to ‘go up one” for “this ship.” A 
‘‘ steam lifeboat ” is contributed by the same exhibitor; her uses 
are legion according to the ideas of the inventor, who says she is 
‘constructed not only to save life, but from great buoyancy 
(obtained by many air-tight rollers acting as propellers) will help 
to support a ship from sinking, and tow the same into port.” The 
lifeboat contains large space for salvage, &c.; also, when at 
anchor, could serve as a revolving lightship. The°exhibits of 
Mr. Thomas Swinburne, of Ardgour, N.B., Stand 88, Gceserve ex- 
ceptional attention, his models of fishing boats and the different 
improved rigs being highly meritorious. There are modeis of 
“patent”? anchors, but we have seen very much the same sort of 
thing any time these fifteen years. Ross and Duncan, of Govan, 
Glasgow, send photographs of improved machinery for steam 
trawlers. Itis an all-important subject in connection with the 
fishing industry, and the types of engines shown are those best 
suited for vessels of somewhat narrow beam, as the condenser 
tubes, when pulled out, are drawn in a fore and aft direction. 
Duncan’s patent marine engines are the latest type, and of the 
greatest possible simplicity, and can be worked without skilled 
labour. They are reversed by a valve instead of having link 
motion, and have only one eccentric instead of four, and have 
fifteen fewer joints than the other types they show. Their patent 
propeller has been Jaid out on purely mathematical principles, a 
combination of curves giving great forward thrust. Simpson and 
Denisons, of Dartmouth, exhibit Kingdom’s patent engines— 
made only by them—and which are being largely adopted by 
yacht owners for steam-launches. Messrs. Allan and Co., of 
Granton, N.B., send up the model of a steam fishing vessel, which 
gained the gold medal at the Edinburgh Fisheries Exhibition last 
year, and they contribute a collection of models of steam fishing 
vessels showing modes of first successful fishing steamers in Scot- 
land and Spain. Mr. Henry Woodyer, of Scarborough, is re- 
sponsible fora beautifully-finished and admirably-moulded model 
of a screw steam trawler and carrier; it is rigged complete, and 
took ourattention (Stand 95). In Division IV. are fishing vessels 
and boats other than steam vessels, and right worthily the name 
of Francis Irvine, of Macduff, N.B., stands first in order. There 
is nothing better in the Exhibition of its kind than the 
model of the Alewander Asher ; she is a boat of smack rig, with 
sweeping mast and safety rail, entirely out of the way when down, 
and is fitted with a new design of steering gear. She is essentially 
on the lifeboat principle, and is a standard, in our opinion, of 
what a N.E. fisher boat should be. Mr. Irvine’s plan of hand- 
power propeller is shownin the model of the &. W. Duff, which 
is similarly rigged to the exhibit first commented on. The JZacduff 
is a boat of modern fashioning, and the lug sail is only one in 
name, the dangers being obviated. Mr. Hodgson, of Hull, has, 
at Stand 98, a notable model of a trawler; it has been built and 
fitted to scale, and is varnished bright. The dimensions—8o feet 
by 20 feet by 10 feet—are, however, over free in respect to beam 
for a steam vessel, and if at carrying work a boat of a foot less width 
and the same power should beat her a tide to market if 300 miles 
of ground had to be either steamed or sailed over. Mr. J. C. 
Hoad, jun., of Rye, exhibits a model of the North Sea trawler, 
City of London. The prototype was launched in February of this 
year, and she should take rank, in regard to comfort, speed, and 
strength, with the best of the working craft which make the neigh- 
bourhood of the Norway naze their hunting grounds. Hoad 
Brothers, of Rye, once on a time turned out some of the smartest 
clipper schooners on the coast. We wonder may this be one of 
the original Hoad stock? A grand specimen of the Scotch lugger 
is that of a so-called ‘‘ Zulu boat,” contributed by Messrs. Peter- 
kin and Co., of Lossiemouth, N.B. Her dimensions, which are 
appended, will be of interest to fishermen. Length (over all), 
60 feet; length (on keel), 46 feet; beam, 18 feet ; area of foresail, 
250 yards; jib, 100 yards; mizen, 100 yards; trysail, 200 yards; 
mizen, 30 yards. The model of a North Sea trawler, sent by Mr. 
G. Banks, of Scarborough, is a complete specimen, fitted, as it is, 
with cabin, fish-room, ice-room, warp, locker, and _ all requisites. 
The lines of the vessel are, however, in our opinion, rather faint 
for the work, bat she should be a fast traveller. 

The exhibits of Mr. Richard Roper (Stand 106), of New Cross, 
London, are models of two fishing punts, built on the cellular 
principle, and suitable for rivers, lakes, &c., and fitted with 
‘*‘cabins” for sleeping, cooking, &c., and tanks to hold fish. 
Messrs. Metcalf and Wood, of Hull, show a complete model of 
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the 80-ton sailing trawler, Vicéoria and Albert. It is one of the 


best exhibits of the kind in the southern gallery, an1,compares _ 
favourably with the models of the Princess of Wales and the Frank 


Buckland. 

In our last notice, we unwittingly overlooked, near Stand 58, a 
case containing gear used by amateur fishermen in Mount’s Bay, 
Cornwall. The style of-wire whipping, the hooks on gimp, and 
the way the twine sndods are laid up and bent is worthy of atten- 
tion. Hooks with immoderately-long shanks and a fine fit of 


? ed 


ground gear are shown, as well as whiffing gear, so fine in quality” 


that a ‘‘ horse mackerel” would give it as fair a trial asa thumping 
roach would a single hair. 

We have a few more exhibits in the Home Department to notice 
in our next. 
the Colonies and the United States. 


BRITISH INLAND FISHING-TACKLE EXIIBITS. 
(Continued from page 265.) 


Mr. T. Auprep, of 258, Oxford Street, London (No. 458 in 
Catalogue), exhibits some good hickory salmon and trout rods. 
When you get a really good hickory rod there is nothing like it 
for spring and lightness combined ; but the difficulty is to get 
good hickory. Large quantities of this wood used to come f:om 
America, but most of the trees have been cut down, and those 
who now have hickory thickets find the nuts they produce much 
more profitable than cutting down the trees, which are of such 
extremely slow growth that it appears not to pay to cultivate 
them. Mr. Aldred informs us he has a stock of first-rate hickory, 
which he uses both in the manufacture of rods and piece bows. 
He has a good general exhibit of rods, tackle, &c., and some of 
the thickest, roundest, and best salmon gut we have seen. 

Mr. J..G. Gold, of 284, Waterloo Place (No. 483 in the Cata- 


logue}, exhibits a perforated rod, made at the suggestion of Mr. 


Norman, of the Gresham Angling Society (Mr. Aldred has a 


similar rod in his case), as a speciality for worm-fishing for trout, 


chub, &c. The line is passed through a hole inthe butt and up 
through the inside of the rod, coming out near the top. ‘Thus 
all, or nearly all, the ordinary rings are unnecessary, and there are 
no obstructions and no loose line hanging about to catch in 
twigs ; acapital rod for poking in between bushes, and remark- 
ably cheap—the three top joints all go into the butt—price 21s. 
Mr. Gold has also a good little show of ordinary trout, salmon, 
and general rods. 

Messrs. Ogden and Scotford, of 7, Portland Terrace, Pittville, 
Cheltenham (No. 452 in Catalogue), display some very capital 
trout and grayling fiies, tied on beautifully fine gut—always a 
grand recommendation, in our opinion, for even a clumsily-tied 
fly will kill on fine gut. Their May flies of different patterns are 
also good. 

No. 505A iS a small case of salmon flies tied by Major Traherne 
(“ Blackwater”), and very taking fellows they look for Irish 
rivers—particularly the Shannon, and for Norway, &c. 

Under this last case is one of the most interesting relics in the 
Exhibition—viz., an ancient fly and spinning-rod, which once 
belonged to J. M. W. Turner, R.A. 
label tells us, by Mrs. Booth to Mr. Vokins in February, 1864. 
It looks as though it had seen many a tussle with a good fish. 
Doubtless some of the happiest hours in the life of the great 
painter were spent.in company with this old rod. 

Near this is a small case of 20 salmon-flies, shown by Mr. Geo. 
Mortimer Kelson. Some of them are real beauties. No. 11, 
called ‘“‘The Daily News,” for instance, is a pattern “ quiet ” fly. 


We shall include remarks on the contributions by — 


It was presented, so the - 


No. 2, “Greengage,” is good ; so are Nos. 1z2and 4. A charming 


miniature, by Rolfe, adorns the centre of this case. 

No. 473 isa most neatly-arranged case of trout and grayling 
flies, sent by Miss Horne, of Hampton Park, Hereford. These 
flies, do Miss Horne very great credit indeed, and if we were 
going on a trout-fishing trip into any part of England (no such 
luck just yet!) we should feel quite safe with a supply of her green 


midges, peacock duns, ribbed willows, yellow duns, blue duns, — 
peacocks, iron blues, hare’s ears, winged blue uprights, cow dung 
flies, black gnats (particularly good in the wing, which is a nice 


sobre light slate colour), dotterels—but we should have to include 
nearly all in her modest little case if we would include all the 
best. We never heard of Miss Horne before, but her flies will 
make her famous when once they get generally known. P 
Messrs. W. Watson and Sons, 313 and 308, High Holkern, 
London, make, to our mind, one of the best of the many good 
shows in this department. Their Catalogue number is 464. In 
the first place, they are the English agents for Skinner’s cele- 
brated American fluted spoons, one of the best—if not the best— 
artificial baits for pike, perch, &c. We strongly advise our readers to 
try these spoons which are of first-rate make and most deadly killing 
qualities. Fishing with the spoon is an important branch of 


/ 


\ 





_ being the utmost I could get at one time. 
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American angling, as may be inferred from the fact that over 
fifty different patterns of spoons are in use there, the best of them 
all, by general consent, being the fluted spoon, patented by Mr. 
Skinner—himself an ardent angler. There is only one drawback 
as regards his make, and that is that for our much-fished rivers 
the triangles are too large—a defect any angler can ina few 
minutes remedy for himself. Messrs. Watson informs us that, if 
the regulations permitted, they could have sold their stock of 
these fluted spoons over and over again. Of course, they are 
taking orders for them. They also make a speciality of the 
American automatic reel. We confess we were prejudiced against 
this reel when we first saw it, some months ago; but, after seeing it 
in actual use on a trout stream (the Kennet), in the hands of Mr. 
Reuben Wood, we had to change our opinion. In the centre of 
the reel is a strong spring, which winds the line up automatically ; 
a catch holds it, and prevents its being pulled in when you are 
casting—that is to say, you can pull off as much line as you want 
to fish with, and you strike your fish in the usual way; then, by 


touching a sort of trigger, the catch ceases to act, and the reel 


begins to wind up your line and pull against the fish, giving way 
to his rushes when necessary, but never allowing him an inch of 
siack line. Mr. Wood has a very high opinion of this reel, and he 
is not an angler to use a thing which does not answer. Although 
greatly improved in detail, the principle of this winch is not new, 
Messrs. Gillett, of Fetter Lane, having some now in stock which 
were made nearly half a century ago, but which never took the 
fancy of the craft here. A 21s. trout rod, made of blue mahoe 
wood, struck us as being very nice indeed, extremely light, and 
with a steel-like spring about it—how this wood stands wear we 
cannot say. They have also a walking-stick seat, which is the 
best thing of the kind yet invented—price 15s. 6d.—invaluable to 
the artist and float angler. 

Messrs. Gehrin and Son, of 32, Pembroke Street, Caledonian 
Road, London (No. 470 in the Catalogue), have a case of fishing 
steelyards and sportsman’s scales of every description, marked to 
weigh ounces or from 1 Ib..to solb., made in brass, with index 
faces, and nickel-plated throughout, preventing rust and inaccu- 
racy. Also fly vices for fly-tying. They are evidently of first-rate 
quality and thoroughly reliable. 

Mr. E. A. Holroyd, of 59, Gracechurch Street, London (No. 467 
in the Catalogue), has a small case of well-made rods and tackle. 
His double-winged floating trout flies are well worth notice. 

Mr. S. M. Patrick, fishing-tackle maker, Scarborough (No. 466 


in the Catalogue), exhibits some as handsomely got up salmon. 


and trout rods as any in the collection; and we know he can make 
a useful every-day article, for we have seen him in his workshop 
with rods in all stages of manufacture around him. Some of his 
winches are very good patterns, and his flies kill well on the 
Yorkshire streams. We did not notice his natural minnow- 
spinning tackle, which is very deadly, heavy baskets of good trout 
being killed with it every season on the Yorkshire Derwent—a 
charming little trout stream, near Scarborough—and other rivers 
in the neighbourhood. He mounts it on the finest-drawn gut, and 
in many respects it is like the tackle which ‘A. R. I. E. L.” has 
described in his Fly-Fishing-Spinning articles. 
(To be continued.) 








AN EVENING AMONGST THE BIG ’UNS. 


tree a stone bridge which spans the stream on the south- 

easterly side of the little country town where I reside, 
several fine trout annually take up their abode, coming out from 
its shelter only towards the evening to feed and roam up and 
down the stream below, which is dammed to provide motive 
power to the machinery ofa silk mill, forming a pond of about 
two hundred yards long and fifty broad. 

Ihad had my eye on these fish forsome weeks, and had made 
more than one attempt at their capture, but the water, only just 
escaped from underneath the chalk hills a mile distant, is very 
clear, and there being but little stream they are somewhat hard to 
catch, and I had only been partially successful, one or two fish 
Butall things change, 
and so did my luck. The 25th of May last was a glorious evening 
for fishing—cloudy, with sufficient wind to carry your line well 
out, with nowand then a spot of rain falling. “They will have 
to come out of it to-night,” I said to my boy, as I looked over the 
bridge and saw the rings made here and there as the big ones 
quickly sucked down the flies as they floated past. A nice little 
olive dun, attached to one of Bulmer’s gossamer flights, was 


lightly dropped over one after the other, but not a fin moved in 


response. Ithen tried them with a Wickham’s fancy (both 
general favourites here), but with no better result; it was 
most tantalising seeing them take the natural fly all around, and 
mine allowed to pass unnoticed. The youngster now came up, 
saying, “Try a red-spinner, dad—that is the fly on the water,” at 


the same time showing me one he had caught. I followed his 
advice, and as I had kept well out of sight the fish were still un- 
disturbed. The red-spinner had scarcely touched the water ere 
it was taken, and after a deal of splutter a 12 oz. trout was brought 
to bank. I feared now it was all up with the giants—at least, in 
that part of the pond; but on looking some twenty yards further 
down I espied a good fish feeding as if nothing had occurred. 
I dried my fly, and cast it over him: there was a big wave, the 
little spinner disappeared from the surface, and the fight began 
with a rush across the pond ; then, when I gave him the butt, as 
he neared a dangerous weed, he bounced out of the water and 
displayed his grand proportions. I began now to fear that my 
tackle was too light, but it bore the severe strain which I was 
compelled to put on fora good ten minutes, as my captive tore 
up and down, trying every dodge to free himself or to gain the 
shelter of some hole or weed until, fighting to the last, he nobly 
died. I was admiring his colour and shape, and speculating on 
his weight as he lay on the grass, when John, the gardener, 
called my attention to a fish quietly rising on the other side of the 
pool. Thinking it a small one, I carelessly threw over it once or 
twice. There was a slight break in the water such as a two-ounce 
dace would make, and I struck. It was the same tactics over 
again until, like the former, he was lying at my feet. It wasa fine 
brace, as much of a size as two peas in a pod. I took them to 
the house, where they were duly admired and weighed, the brace 
scaling I oz. over 5 1b. I took one more turn round the pond, 
and killed another good fish, 1lb. Io oz.; then, well satisfied 
with my sport, allowed the youngster to have a trial in the rough 
water below the wheel. On going in search of hima short time 
after I found him fast in a decent fish, which I feared he would 
lose by being too anxious (he being but ten years old); but he 
was as cool as acucumber, and when John came with the net and 
landed a well-conditioned trout close on1rlb. weight, he was as 
proud as a dog with two tails. 
Rep ANT. 





THE GRAND MISTAKE OF THE GREAT FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


A COMPLAINT comes from the United States that the Committee of 
the Exhibition have been guilty of one great oversight. No provision 
has been made for determining what country on the globe has pro- 
duced, up to date, the champion fish liar. We are sure the Com- 
mittee well give this matter their early attention, and submit the 
following as a specimen of the most recent Yankee production in this 
line :—‘‘ A stout, portly-looking gentleman stood in the midst of an 
attentive group of friends in a Cortlandt Street Hotel yesterday after- 
noon. He was evidently whipping the trout streams of his imagina- 
tion, for he waved his cane atove his head with the rhythmic motion 
of a leader of an orchestra. After making several superb casts he 
evidently hooked a spectre trout, and landed him with great ap- 
plause. Encouraged byhis success, he began to tell of an unusual 
capture once made by him, the novelty of which caused the most 
profound impression. 

“You know, gentlemen,” he said, ‘‘that the usual method of 
catching a trout is from the bank of a stream or outofa boat. Once, 
however, I captured a very big trout while riding on a train of cars. 
I was going up to Pike county, in Pennsylvania, fishing, as was my 
custom for many years. The conductor of the train was a brothec 
angler, and I rode with him in the baggage car, chatting over the 
fish we had taken. The conversation turned to those we had not 
secured, My friend said: ‘General, we will soon come to a narrow 
stream which the road crosses, where resides an ancient and remark- 
ably wary trout. For thirty-six years I have endeavoured to hook 
him without avail. Men have grown thin digging worms to catch 
him. He dwells under an old log, just beneath the bridge, waiting 
for the fragments of lunch to fall from the cars.’ : 

“‘ An idea at once occurredto me. I took my rod from its case and 
put it together, adjusted the reel, and tied on a favourite cast, which, 
by the way, was given to me by Sir Morton Peto when he visited me 
in this country. I said: ‘‘I’ll try the old duffer. Don’t stop the train, 
but slow up when you come to the stream.’ In a few minutes the 
train went rumbling on the bridge. The baggage master exclaimed, 
‘Here we are,’ and rolled back the door at the side ofthe car, I 
made my cast, gentlemen, and had him, by jove! He weighed over 
43 lb. It wasa he one.”—WNew York Herald. 
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THE ANGLERS’ TOURNAMENT AND PHOTOGRAPHY.—Mr. Gooden, 
the celebrated photographer, will take a ‘‘ monster group” about four 
o’clock. Those wishing to appear in the picture must look out for 
the signal. Handbills will be distributed in the grounds giving full 
particulars. 

Wasu Your Docs with Natprre’s Prize Mepat Soap, recom- 
mended by the late Frank Buckland. It Destroys Insects, 
Cleanses the Skin, removes all Smell, and gives Gloss to the 
Coat. Price 1s., of all Chemists and Perfumers. N.B.—See 
that you get Naxprre’s Soar.—| ADVT. | 





PROGRAMME OF : 


THE INTERNATIONAL ANGLERS’ 
TOURNAMENT, 


(IN AID OF THE ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY), 
11th JUNE, 1883. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL “ FISHING 
GAZETTE” TOURNAMENT. 





HE Tournament will be held at Mr. Warner's, Welsh Harp, 
Hendon, on the Midland Railway, at one o’clock, on Monday, 
June 11. ‘The price of admission is sixpence. Tickets can be taken 
for the Welsh Harp or Hendon Stations from St. Pancras and from 
the Metropolitan Underground Railway Stations—King’s Cross, Snow 
Hill, Aldgate, &c. We advise anglers to-make sure of the train 
times, and also to note that more trains stop at Hendon than at the 
Welsh Harp Station, and Hendon is only a few minutes’ longer walk. 
As there isa long programme to get through, competitors are re- 
quested to pay the entrance-fees and give in their names and 
addresses at the Judge’s tent before 12.30. 

Mr. Reuben Wood, late champion fly-caster of America, has kindly 
promised to exhibit his skill with the glued-up, split-cane rod, of 
53 0z. We believe that a strong contingent of the most skilful of 
Nottingham and Newark anglers will be present to take the laurels 
from the Thames. 


* * * * * * 


RULES. 


The Committee have decided on the following Rules :— 


~ 


I.—Competitors are at liberty to use their own rods, lines, and’ 


winches, except where otherwise specified, and subject to 
the undermentioned regulations. 
1I,—No rod shall exceed the following: lengths:— 


{Calin 

Single-handed fly competitions ie igs eae) ao 
Double-handed 2 A ae = <a OLO 
Salmon ;, * e. my ey 0 KS) 
Thames style bait ,, a oe 2 Sais LA a0 
O 


Nottingham style bait 55 La he Sees 

I1I.—No allowance in points (or distance) shall be made for differ- 
ence in lengths of rods. The term rod shall be understood 
to mean a lond fide fishing rod. 

1V.—Each competitor shall use the artificial baits and flies for cast- 

.ing provided by the management. : 
V.—Competitors shall draw lots to determine the order in which 
they shall cast, and must be ready to commence when called 
upon by the timekeeper. 

VI.—In each competition five minutes will be allowed for casting; 
the judges, however, may allow further time, if they con- 
sider it necessary, for repairs, 

V1II.—The fly competitions will take place on the water, and each 
competitor will be required to cast from the same position, 
either from a punt on the lake or from the bank (according 
to the wind), as may be decided by the judges. 

VIII.—The bait castings will take place on the grass, and each com- 
petitor will be required to stand on the selected ground, 
which will represent as far as possible the floor of a punt. 

IX.—In no case will three prizes be awarded in any competition 
unless there are at least four competitors. 

X.—The decision of the judges to be final in all cases. 


* * * * * * * 
ORDER OF THE COMPETLITIONS AND PRIZES FOR THE 
SAME, 


FIRST COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH SINGLE-HANDED 


FLY-ROD. 
Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 


* * * * * * * 


SECOND COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION, WITH SINGLE*HANDED FLy-Rop, IN 
THROWING FLY WITH GREATEST ACCURACY AND LIGHTNESS 
UNDER BUSHES. 

Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d, 


* * * * * * * 


SPECIAL COMPETITION. 


Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 

Open to United Kingdom only. Fly-casting with single-handed, 
split-cane fly-rod, sent for the purpose by Mr. F. L. Andrews, of 
Uppingham, The prize to be a similar rod, 11 feet, (See next column.) 
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THIRD COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH DOUBLE-HANDED 
TROUT FLY-ROD. 2 


Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 


Two Prizes. F 
* * * * 


* * * 
FOURTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR FLY-CASTING WITH SALMON ROD. 
Two Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s, 6d. 
* * cd * * * 
FIFTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES SIYLE, 


Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * 


Three Prizes. 
* * * 


SIXTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN NOTTINGHAM 
STYLE, 
Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * * * ‘ 


SEVENTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION (open to Thames and Nottingham style) in 
casting towards a fixed mark. The angler casting the bait nearest 
to the mark to take first prize; the rext best cast made by another 
angler the second ; and the third best cast by another angler to get 
the third prize. 

Three Prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
* * * * * ‘ * * 


EIGHTH COMPETITION. 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES 
STYLE. 


Two Prizes. No entrance fee, 
* * * * * * * 


NINTH COMPETITION. 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN 
NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


Two Prizes. No entrance fee. : 
* * * * * * * 


TENTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION in casting in the Thames style, each com- 
petitor to use the same rod, line, winch, and weight, which in this 
instance will be 3 oz. 

Three prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
1st Prize—Handsomie pike rod (Mr. Pugh, Friendly Anglers), 
* * * 


* * * * 


ELEVENTH COMPETITION. 
LEDGER BAIT CASTING TOWARDS A FIXED MARK. 


Three prizes. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. 
First and second prizes given by Mr, Hobden, 


* * * * 


* * * 
TWELFTH COMPETITION. 


COMPETITION IN THROWING THE BAIT WITH FORKED STICK © 
IN TEE WELSH HARP STYLE, 


Entrance fee, 1s, : ; 


Other Competitions may be arranged. Me 
* * * * * * * 


The prizes range in value from £5 5s. to 1os., and consist chiefly — 
of first-class rods of all kinds, reels, lines, &c., &c. “a 

In conclusion, we again remind our readers that the Tournament is _ 
to be held in aid of a most deserving society—the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent Society—the object of which is to give help to cases of real — 
distress amongst its members and their families. The small payment 
of one shilling per year confers membership in this society on any 
club angler, and we confidently hope that a principal result of the — 
Tournament will be a large accession of new members. Offers of — 
Prizes will be gladly acknowledged by us. ; 

The prizes will be distributed on the 22nd. ‘ 


Three Prizes. 


all 





PRIZES FOR THE TOURNAMENT. 
Mr. STEPHEN DALE, of Nottingham, has sent us a best Nottingham 3 | 
wood winch and silk line as a prize. , | 
Mr. R. B. Marston offers a new trout-fly rod as a prize; and we 
understand Messrs. Woodfield, of Redditch, intend sending one of ) 
their new lock-fast joint fly rods. +} 
I beg to effer an 11-foot split-cane rod, in two or three pieces, as a qi 
prize in a fly-casting competition on the following conditions:—Open 
to the United Kingdom only. The casting all to bedone bythe same ~ 
rod, made by myself, which I will send to you for the purpose, and the | 
prize rod, too, to be made by me to the order of the winner as regards ~ 
its being stiff or pliant, and to be sent to your office not later than 
July 1, 1883.—J. L. ARDREWS, High Street, Uppingham. = 
N.B.—We will give a special notice of any article sent as a prize 5 
for this Tournament, 


> 
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THAMES-SIDE NOTES. 


TROUT CATCHING. 


THE Royal race meeting at Ascot has taken a few anglers from the 
river this week. Captain Adams, at Teddington Weir, caught a nice 
fish of 6 Ib. 5 0z, on Monday morning, and he followed up his success 
on the following day by the capture of a good fish of 7 lb., making 
his fourth this season. With the addition of a brace taken by Mr. 
A, J. Little, there is a total of six trout to the credit of the Weir at 
Teddington. Such a result has not been known for some years. Mr. 
G. Wood, fishing with Thomas Wheeler, at Hampton Court Weir, has 
taken a trout of 35 1b. This makes a total of seven trout caught at 
this Weir this season, in addition to those that have been taken in the 
open water. A gentleman, fishing with Thomas Wheeler, opposite 
Tagg’s Island Hotel, has taken a fish of 41lb. At Shepperton, Mr. 
Wilson, with George Rosewell, a fine trout of 7lb.60z.; and Mr. 
Robb, fishing with a fly from the bank at Chertsey, got a trout of 
2 1b, goz. There can be no doubt the increased supply of trout in the 
Thames, and the excellent sport the anglers have had, arises from the 
abolition of night lines, which was effected through the exertions of 
Mr. Thomas Spreckley three years ago. 


RECOVERY OF THAMES FISH. 


Some portions of backwater in the neighbourhood of Staines have 
been netted this week, and resulted in twelve brace of good jack and 
the same quantity of perch being put back into their native stream. 
The dragging was done by the Thames Angling Preservation Society, 
with the assistance of Mr. Bright, of the Pack Horse Hotel. 


THAMES FISHERY CONVICTION, 


George Lemon and John Waterhouse were brought before the 
Richmond Bench, on Wednesday last, on the evidence of head river- 
keeper Alfred Thompson, of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, 
for angling and taking fish during the close season. They were fined 
in the sum of £1, including costs, and were told by a full bench of 
magistrates 1f they had not pleaded ignorance the fine would have 
been much heavier. 


THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


The forty-fifth anniversary banquet has been arranged to take place 
at the Star and Garter Hotel, Richmond Hill, on Wednesday the 11th 
of July; and, at the special request of the committee, Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley has kindly consented to preside on the occasion. Consider- 
ing the eminent services which Mr. Spreckley has rendered to the 
Thames fishery, and the time and money he has unselfishly given for 
the sole benefit of the Thames anglers, it will afford a grand oppor- 
tunity to recognise those services by a very large attendance of 
members and friends. Mr. W. H. Brougham, 7, Ironmonger Lane, 
will be glad to receive the name of any angler, whether a member of 
the society or not, to add to the list of stewards, the only responsibility 
being the cost of the dinner ticket (one guinea), and the only work 
that of endeavouring to secure the presence of their friends. 


THAMES GENERAL ANGLING SEASON, 


Or Saturday next, the 16th of June, the river will be open to the 
great army of anglers, and the prospects of a good season were never 
better. Thereports from all portions of the Thames are that the 
river is full of fish, There is only one cause of regret, and it is this—- 
that jack-fishing is permitted. The ist of August is quite early 
enough for jack. B, 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By sb. Bs 


THE Anglers’ Tournament, to commence at one o’clock, on Monday, 
the 11th, is the ‘‘ coming event” in the angling world. It is to be 
hoped large numbers of anglers will meet at Mr. Warner’s, and enjoy 
a pleasant day, 

Readings in Angling Societies, North-Western District Alliance.— 
The next reading of this series will be given by Mr. R. W. Hobden, 
at the Hampstead Anglers’ club-room, Cock and Crown Tavern, High 
Street, Hampstead, N.W., on Tuesday evening, June 19th,-commence 
at nine o’clock precisely. Subject: ‘‘The Chub: its Habits and How 
to Fish for it.’”” All anglers will be heartily welcome, and those really 
anxious to hear about the chub, chevin, villan, or loggerhead, and 
how to catch, or rather, how to fish for this hard-pulling, omnivorous, 
bronze-armoured rascal, should not miss this opportunity of gathering 
a goodly harvest of first-rate wrinkles from an acknowledged expert 
of Mr. Hobden’s standing. 

Re Fishing in Wimbledon Lake. This water, it appears, holds some 
very good carp ; but the alarming proportion of breaks away as com- 
pared to captures Jead any thinking man to inquire further into a 
result so unusual. I never fished the place but once, and on that 
occasion it was not my good fortune to get hold of any of the fresh- 
water foxes—as Walton calls them—or, indeed, of anything, unless 
a few of the most colourless and attenuated roach it was ever my fate 
to see count.as such. But among my friends I number a well-known 
Wimbledon Lake fisher, to whom I propounded the above riddle ; and 
he answered by asking the following question: ‘‘ Given a man who, 
when he hooks a good fish, say 6, 7, or 8Ib., holds on to his rod with 
both hands and like grim death, utterly forgetting that he has running 
geat on—what would be the result?” ‘* A sudden parting of tne con- 
necting link between fish and fisher.” ‘Well guessed; and that’s 
what I saw occur the very last time I fished this water—not once, but 


’ 





twice in the same day, to the same angler.” ‘Did you sympathise 
with him much?” queried I. ‘Not me,’? quoth he; ‘I only said 
served him right.’’ And I much fear I inwardly said “Amen!” to 
that. I hope; however, that the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE 
won’t imitate me in that respect, but rather practice that piscatorial 
charity Walton claims for his disciples, when he speaks of their being 
“such gentle, quiet men.” 

From my good friend, Mr. Vincent, the secretary of the Watford 
Piscatorials, I get a few lines, in which the following occurs :—‘‘ The 
trout are feeding well down here on the May-fly. Four taken to-day, 
from 1 to 23. 1b, The whole of the Grand Junction Canal, from Cassio 
Bridge to the part where the Colne runs in below Beasley's Lock, 
better known as the ‘One Tree Swim,’ has been rented by our society 
for the exclusive use of its members, and any unauthorised person or 
persons found fishing the same will be dealt with as the law directs.” 
There, my very worthy friends and well-approved good masters—the 
London club anglers—do a nice little grumble at your leaders, 
because they have allowed an excellent stretch of favourite water to 
become closed to you probably for ever. Grumble, grumble, but don’t 
forget that it was only the other day a considerable number of you 
grumbled because the Fisheries Society was renting waters in which 
you were as yet allowed on tolerance to fish. 

The monthly meeting of the West Central Association of London 
of Provincial Angling Societies will take place on Friday evening, 
June 15, at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street ; 
and, in spite of its being the eve of the opening day, a goodly muster 
of delegates, eager for their brother memters’ new privilege cards, is 
confidently looked for. 








THE NEW INLAND PARCELS POST. 


THE Postmaster-General—an enthusiastic angler, by the way—sends 
us the following welcome and important notice for publication :— 


. NOTICE, 
To Merchants, Traders, Farmers, Seedsmen, Florists, and the Public 
generally. 

The Inland Parcels Post being appointed to commence on the 1st 
of August next, the Postmaster-General desires to cali attention to 
the circumstance that the arrangements for bringing it into opera. 
tion willbe greatly facilitated, and the risk of delay in the trans- 
mission of parcels largely obviated, if senders of parcels in large 
quantities (whether it be the intention to post the parcels daily or at 
regular or irregular intervals) will so far as possible notify their in- 
tentions to the nearest postmaster or sub-postmaster as early as 
convenient in the month of June. | It is not essential that the number 
and weight of the parcels’ and the frequency of posting should be 
specified with absolute precision: it will be sufficient if a general 
idea can be given so that some provision over and above the ordinary 
means available may be arranged for in advance of the date fixed for 
the commencement of the post. Parcels will be accepted for trans- 
mission by the inland parcels post under the following general 
conditions in regard to weights, dimensions, and rates of postage, 
viz. :— 

WEIGHTS AND POSTAGE. 





The rate of postage, to 











be prepaid in ordinary 
For an Inland Postal Parcel of a weight of postage stamps, will 
be— 
s. d. 
Not exceeding tlb. ., ef a o Oo 3 
Exceeding 1 lb. and not exceeding 3 lb. ., a 6 
” 3 lb. ” ” 5 Ib. nile oO 9 
” 5 Ib. ” ” 7Ib. se Bo 
DIMENSIONS. 
The dimensions allowed for an inland postal parcel will be :— 
Feet. Inch. 
Maximum length ne a oe an 3 6 
Maximum length and girthcombined ., oe Ly oe 
EXAMPLES. 


A parcel measuring 3 feet 6 inches in its longest dimensions may measure as 
much as 2 feet 6 inches in girth, ¢.e., around its thickest part ; or— 

A shorter parcel may be thicker ; eg , if measuring no more than 3 feet in 
length, it may measure as much as 3 fect in girth, z.e., around its thickest 
part. 

The regulations under which certain articles are prohibited from 
transmission by the letter post will—with a few exceptions—apply 
equally to the parcels post. For instance, gunpowder, lucifer 
matches, anything liable to sudden combustion, bladders containing 
liquid, and live animals will be excluded from the parcels post. 

But glass bottles, fish, game, meat, and.all other articles not above 
mentioned, now excluded from the letter post, will be admitted to go 
by parcels post conditionally upon their being packed and guarded 
in so secure a manneras to afford complete protection to the contents 
of the mails and to the officers of the post office. 

General Post Office, June, 1883. 








Gronce JAmrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patrenised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendalhooks. Prices 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvrt.] 
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RIVER REPORTS. 





TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, JUNE 9. 
Morning. Afternoon. 
London Bridge 46 ie gop EB wane (Sahin 2 Oke 
Putney ., a fe ar ee 5.22 oe ee 5.42 
Kew a. an on an agG OR ce ae le 
Richmond ais ‘3 AD roe? wee are 6542 





Ancholme District, 


Both green and grey drakes are now out in full force; but so far as my 
observations have this season extended, the fish do not seem to take them so 
well as former y. Black gnats are out in myriads ; but, excepting in the Manor 
Fishery ponds, they are littleneeded. A small yellow midge, also out in great 
numbers, seems to be the most popular insect at present. It is best imitated 
with yellow floss silk, and small dotteril feather, as reported last week. I now 
append a copy of the new regulations for clubs on the Ancholme:— 


‘On and after the 16th June, 1883, the Commissioners of Ancholme will issue « 


angling licenses to fishing clubs, at the reduced rate of 4d. each person, for 
parties of not less than fifty. The licenses will be issued under the following 
resolutions :—The party must be held under the auspices of a recognised angling 
society. Written application must be made by the secretary or other officer of 
the society, or to one of the agents authorised to sell.Ancholme Fishery licenses, 
seven days before the date, stating the time and place intended to be fished, and 
the number of the party. Such application must be accompanied by a remit- 
tance of the price of the licenses. The ordinary regulations as to the Ancholme 
T'ishery must be strictly observed.’’—THomas Forp. 


Bala Lake. 


Tue MAy FLy on.— Fishermen have been waiting and expecting the green 
drake to come on Bala Lake for several days. To-day (Thursday) their 
expectations have been crowned, for the drake is thick on the lake, and good 
baskets are expected should a good ripple keep on, such as has been for 


several days. 
Ballynahinch. 


Very fair sport has been had last week on river and Lough. Mr. A. Stuart, 
Mr, Turner, Mr. Atkinson, Mr. McCulloch, Messrs. Veto, Knox, Col. Bedon, 
and others killed from one to three salmon a day. Mr. Woodford, for the 
week, killed five salmon, largest 14 lb. 2 oz.; Gillaroo trout, weighing 43 and 
32 lb, and thirty-four good-sized trout, and one pike 9 lb. for the last three 
days of this week very little has been done by anglers. The best catch (on 
Monday) was three salmon by Mr. Turner. Bright sunshine, easterly wind, 
and low water are the cause. As I write the wind has changed from east to 
south-we-t, and rain has begun to fall. With this change better sport may be 
expected for the next few days.—FRANK HEARNS. 


Bure (Norwich). 

Agaia good reports reach me as to the fishing at Horning Ferry. Host 
Thompson is e’ated with the success of his guests, and hopes to have more of 
them. At Wroxham I should recommend any who go to try the Black Currant 
reach or near the Old Blasted Tree, just past the upper entranceto Wroxham 
Broad ; perch, bream and rudd may all be had here, and of good size. I intend 
shortly to provide your readers with particulars of the train service from Lon« 
don to our parts, and also details of their requirements, and list of quarters on 
the various rivers in Norfolk and Suffolk. Should advise as many brethren of the 
angle to visit our Norfolk waters this year, as possible. Now drag netting is 
abolished, Iam sure they will be rewarded with excellent sport. Those requiring 
quiet and seclusion should try Host Hewett at Coltishall. With a change of 
wind good sport will be had.—RosBERrT MOLL. 


Chichester. 


Schoolboy-like, we are counting the days when our holiday is over. Rods 
and tackle are being overhauled, and great jireparations made for the Opening 
of the season. Those who have not the entrée of private waters or silvery 
brooks, have whiled the time prospecting, and grand accounts do they give. 
One entbusiast declares that in the neighbourhood of Selham he saw shoals of 
roach, averaging a pound each. Perhaps the good old ale at the Three Moles 
had somewhat sharpened his vision, but as a good ‘drawer of the longbow ’’ 
the statement must be taken cum grano salis. Without a doubt fish are 


plentiful, and great expectations are formed of grand takes. May they be 
realised !—GrorGE F, SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


The river is very bright and small—not been so small for years, and not 


much sport. On the 5th, Mr. Morley, eight brace; Mr. Hutchinson, four 
brace, with worm.—A., GLAss. 


Cumberlard (Carnforth), 


_Tn this part of Cumberland we have had some nice rain, and though the 
rivers have been low, some good trout-fishing has been made, Last week, the 
landlord of our hostelry, with a friend, had 34 dozen of trout. Mr, Reynolds, 





the excise officer, had some nice fishing in the rivers Tit and M te. 
Dr. Braithwaite and a friend had some fishing in the lake this weex. This 
morning is dark and like more rain; if s, river and lake fishing will be good. 
The best part of the trout season is now on, and I hype to be able to give you 
alittle more information. So far, it has generally been fly-fishing here. We 
expect sea trout to run early in June; no doubt a few are up now. There is 
goo 1 accommodation at the above inn, and it is the central place for rivers and 


lake.—A, BROCKLEBANK. 
Derwent (Chatsworth), 


The past week has been favourable for the prosecution of the gentle art, 
and the weather during the week has been most brilliant. The river is in good 
condition (except perhaps being a little too bright.) There have beem a large 
number of rodsters out, and some capital fish have been taken. 
caught some very large trout, the pick of his basket was a very nice fish weigh- 
ing nearly 2lb. This fish I should say is by far the heaviest trout caught here 
this season; various other bags came under my notice, but too numerous to 
particularise. During the last few days, six hundred trout have been netted in 
the brooks and turned into this fishery. The May fly is now fairly on the river, 
and trout are taking to it freely —WHEATSHEAF HOTEL. 


Dove. 


The river is extremely bright and low—altogether too much so for either 
minnow-spinning or worm-fishing on the bottom. Trout have been rising well 
in the day-time all the week, but after the setting of the sun the rise ceased 
entirely, a cold east wind prevailing, which made matters sbout as cold as 
Christmas. In fact, the nights for the time of the year have been extraordi- 
narily severe; there was actually a hoar frost on Tuesday morning when I woke 
and looked out of the window. The drake is not yet out fully, having heen 
retarded by the cold. The kiliing flies continue to be the mulberry dun, the 
olive dun, the yellow dun of May, the little iron blue, and the March brown. 
The drake has also been answerable for several decent baskets, though the fish 
are by no meaus thoroughly on at this yet. The baskets have aversged about 
seven brace each oa the best preserved lengths, four or five on the public 
waters. We want rain badly. Vegetation is parched up.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 


Little has been done here for the last fortnight ; the riveris very low. At 
Holme Wrangle some gentlemen have been out at night and got a few trout. 
On Saturday at Armathwaite Mr. Hannah got thirteen with the creeper, and 
yesterday George Ferguson got 10 with the creeper. Bird yesterday took a dozen 
with the May fly. Rain ismuch wanted.—SKIDDAW. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


As anticipated in my last, the low state of the river and fine warm weather 
have brought some very fair creeper fishing, but the night fishing has not been 
as goodas might have been expected, owingto the nights being still cold. A 
good many anglers have made fair basketsia the day time with creeper, but 
Archdeacon Prescott was quite ‘‘ cock of the walk’? last week. Fishing in the 
Dean and Chapter’s water one day, early in the week, he had 13 lb., and on 
Saturday last had a beautiful dish of trout, thirty-four that weighed 16 lb. 
Of course, the wateris strictly preserved, and trout are plertiful. Weare still 
getting plentiful supplies of salmon-trout from the nets, and they tell me that 
the Solway is alive with salmon, but the river being so low they cannot get up. 
A good many trout are to be seen more or less diseased. This is a serious 
matter, as they remain to perpetuate the poison.—SILVER GRrEY. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. 

The river is now very low and in fine order for night-fishing. There ought 
to have been good sport with the May-fly (or more properly the stone fly) but 
we have had such a succession of blusterly east winds that it has been almost 
impossible to use it. 
last Friday, chiefly with the creeper, The night-fishers have been doing very 
fairly. They tell me that on Monday evening for about an hour trout rose as 
they have not done this season before, and they took too, which is more to the 
point. Mr. Slater killed 17 1b. between 8 o’clock and midnight, The 
Carlisle Angling Association Competition is fixed for Friday, June 29th.— 
SILVER GREY. 


Exe and Barle. 


Of late our rivers have been low and very clear, and, except in few 


instances, little has been done unless in the evening. Those who are 
fond of night fly fishing can now enjoy their sport to the full, nearly every 


night having been favourable for it during the past fortnight. Trout sport freely _ 


between nine and ten, and in warmand sultry nights they are to be taken until 
morning daylight. The bag procured under these circumstances is usually a prime 
one, being always good sized fish, and in the finest condition. Probably night 
fishing is condemned by some as being too deadly, and the surrounding cir- 
cumstances too melancholy, but to many it is the only chance of obtaining 
sport at all. The coachman is the best all round fly for that purpose ; but others 
are occasionally good, such as maggot, magpie, cowdung, red upright, fern 
web, ostrich palmer, white moth, flies with tinsel on them, a knowledge of 
which comes by practice. Rain is now falling, and possibly the day fishing 
may be good during the next few days.—CARNARVON ARMS. 


Exe (Exeter), 

I hear some very nice salmon have been taken at Salmon Pool by the 
rodsters, but have not had full details. At Topsham the fishing nets have done 
remarkably well. One day in the week Ico salmon were netted; and I saw a 
fine lot at Exminster. Trout-fishing has been fair, but. rain is very badly 
wanted to improve matters in that direction. 

P.S.—I want a supply of cockroaches; and should be glad to purchase some 
from anyone willing to oblige me.—J. A. KELLEY. 

{Received too late for last week.. What! are there no ‘‘ blackbeetles’’ in 
Exeter? At Torquay they serve them up in the soup.—ED. } 


Exe (Tiverton). 


The river is still low, and very little is being done. A smart shower fell last 
evening, but has made no difference to the stream. A few fish are caught in the 
evenings.—WM. MuDFORD. 


Lea (Ferry Boat). 


The water has still a grey tint and looks very fishy ; thousands of small fry 
of this season’s hatch are visible in the pools, and most of the larger fish have 
left the shallows for the deeper water. The carp are showing themselves 


under the bridge and in increased numbers; the bream have likewise returned — 


to their headquarters in the top and bottom pools. A few members since 


Monday have been trying to entice the barbel to feed, but the water is so warm ~ 


Mr. Daniels ~ 


Archdeacon Precott killed another nice basket of 16 1b. 
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they only showed themselves to encourage the angler to persevere till the 
weather is cooler. That old sniggler, Geo. Sparrow, has been among the eels, 
having one of 21 lb., a beauty, and other good bags ; Mr. G. Hales has been 
very lucky in this branch of sport, hard'y ever has he gone home without one 
or two fair specimens. Both dace and perch are clean, and some good 
catches should be had if little care be taken not to show yourselves too much, 
for the fish are very shy. —G. H. 


Lea (White House.) 

The r port that I sent you seems to have caused some consternatisn amongst 
your readers, and I ought, perhaps, to have explained why we caught the roach. 
The fish were spawning by thousands just outside the house, but all the roach 
that we could see were smallones. Knowing thatthere ought to be a lot of 
large roach in the water, I got my man to throwa small cast net where the water 
was deeper, and having satisfied myse’f that the large roach were still there, I 
saw them all returned (one of my subscribers was also present), and I don't 
suppose they were any the worse forit. Will send you weekly reports as soon 
as the season begins.—G. BERESFORD. 


Lune (Carnforth). 


The river has been in fine condition for the fly-fisher during the last week. 
We have had some nice rain on Sunday and Monday, which brought the water 
cut a litle and slightly tinged it with brown. It had the effect at any rate of 
bringing any quantity of feed on the river. Trout were rising in multitudes last 
night. Incte the ‘‘cowdung fly’’ has appeared on the water, and this, from 
the under side of a throstle’s wing, ona No. 3 hook, with dark orange si'k. 
The black gnat has also put in an appearance in the evening, though I never 
took many fish with it ; stil, itis as well to have a few in your fly-book, as it is 
a very small fly, dress it on a cypher hook—from the outside of a jack snipe —or 
the breast-feather of a black game cock chicken, tie with black silk, with about 
four turns of olive to mix. Barometer falling ; thermometer, 62.—PISCATOR, 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

Last Monday a man employed at the Tonbridge Powder Mills discovered a 
fresh-spawned female pike, measuring 3 feet 2 inches in length, and weighing 
17]b., im some lines at one of the sluices. Mr. Gray, the manager, at once 
placed the fish in water, but it had so knocked itself against the lines that it 
failed to recover. It was sent the next day to be preserved.—YE MEDWAY 


WaATER-RartT. 
Mid-Thames (Hurley, Berks). 


T have been unable to send you regular reports. The past weeks, as regards 
weather, have been all one can desire, and those who have taken advantage of 
the early morn have had some good sport. Doctor Strone, of Marlow, caught 
a fine trout, weighing 7} 1b., on Saturday; also Mr. C. M. Footit two smaller 
fish. At Temple on Friday, a friend of mine caught a trout weighing 4 lb. 
Mr, Berger, staying at my house, the Olc Bell, Hurley, on the 2nd caught 
two nice trout. My son, out with three gentlemen trout fishing last week, 
took a very nice fish, a fine perch, weighing over 3 lb , which, of course, was 
returned to the river. We are now looking forward to the opening season, 
the river being full of fish, and I have no doubt of sending you a better report. 
Wind north-east, with bright sunshine. Me srs. Gorton and Place, fishing 
from the Anglers’ Hotel, Marlow, on the 4th, caught 7 trout; Mr. Stone took 
an 8 1b. trout with a fly, the pearl. Mr. Scott had small fish, while Mr. Stone 
was fortunate enough to take fish 53, 34, 2} lb., other returnable fish. Captain 
Cross 24 lb., two fish returnable. Mr. Faulkner, two fish returnable. Harry 
Rockell has had 13 trout since Jast Tuesday, and other fish varying from I to 
3 lb. have been taken by strangers during the past week.—HurtEy Trour. 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 

Last week ana this week have been productive of good fishing weather, and 
the angling on river and lough is very good. Messrs. Atkinson, McCulloch, 
Henn, Knox, Turner, Crean, Colonel Biden, and others had from two to four 
salmon daily. The best catches were—Colonel Biden, six one day, and lost 
very many more, and had two on the line at one time, but got broken; Mr. 
Turner killed five one day, the largest 151b., had two on at one time, but got 
smashed. For the week Mr. Woodford killed fifty trout and three salmon on the 
lough; he had some fine trout weighing up to 51b. There are great numbers 

~ of fine grilse descending the river; they are rising freely and show good sport, 
being so fresh from sea. Better angling is expected next week, if the weather 
holds asit is, as the number of fish in the river will be increasing daily.— 
FRANK HEARNS. 
Somersetshire- 


Ihave great pleasure in reporting that a new society, the Glastonbury 
Anglers, has been formed for the purpose of fishing about nine miles of the 
river Brue. For many years there has been known to be a quantity of roach, 
dace, and perch in the river, and now Mr. Robert Neville, of Butleigh Court, 
has placed therein several thousand young trout. The river will bestric ly pre- 
served, and no effort will be spared to make it a first-class piece of water. Ibe 
opening day will be on June 15, when a good muster of ‘‘brothers of the 
angle” is expected. The river, which can be reached within ten minutes’ 
walk of Glastonbury Station, will be a great boon to Somersetshire anglers, 
who owe much to the generosity or Mr. Neville. I may say that one coadition 
of membership provides that alt dace, roach, and perch under 6 inches long, 
and trout under 4 Jb. in weight, shall be returned to the river. I hope to have 
a favourable report of our opening day's proceedings. —YE AVALON ANGLER. 


. South Welsh Rivers (Cardiff.) 


With the waters abnormally fine and low, combined with the militant 
influence of over-much sun, ‘‘ the gentleart ”? during the earlier day may be 
truly saidto have fallen somewhat from its high estate. A precursor of 
enhanced sport. Wednesday night's pluvial downfall was particularly welcume, 
and Thursday saw plenty of rods about. Notwithstanding that the streams 
are unprecedentedly well stocked, and the fish to.all intents and purposes were 
feeding throughout the day, the takes as a rule scarcely came up to the aver- 
age standard, though here and there decent baskets of trout were landed. 
Fishing near the Taff Weir, a sportsman secured seven fine specimens in quick 
succession with the blue dun, which of late appearsto have been the most de- 
structive fly in this locality. But the cockybondy and cow-dung varieties are pro- 
ving almost equally alluring in the day, whilst for evening operations the grey 
moth now takes precedent. 


Taff, E’y, and District. 


' Matters piscatorial continue pretty much in the same strain as last week. 
_ Naturals on the surface are now daily multiplying appreciably, and in the most 
fayoured hours there is a capital rise of trout. The welcome rain on Saturday 
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considerably enhanced the prospects of sport, and ia the evening “some half- 
dozen rodsters landed nice baskets in the Ely waters without muchtronble. On 
Monday the elements were propitious, and in a very short space of time a 
single rod captured about a dozen beauties, averaging quite half a pound each. 
Fishing for trout near the Weir in the same stream, a sportsman hooked a 
tremendous jack of about 15 1b.; but unfortunately the capabilities of the 
tackle were unequal to the occasion, and the monster was notsecured. There 
are a host of young salmon in the Ely beyond the Weir, and some rare sport may 
be confidently anticipated. —HAMLEr. 


Thames (Eynsham). 


The water and weather is now everything that could be desired for trout- 
fishing. There are several good ones in Pinkhill and Eynsham weirs. One fish, 
a very large one, has been seen to rise several times. He is estimated to weigh 
from 12 to 141b. I believe it is the same fish that Mr. Geen hooked twice last 
year, but each time got away after a rare struggle. The prospects fur the 
opening of the season are remarkably good; there seems any quantity of fish 
about, and I never remember seeing so many small fry, all bidding fair for a 
successful and enjoyable time.—H. B. Howe. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED |] 


Trent (Alrewas)- 


Our keeper, writing to-day (Friday), remarks:—Chub and barble have 
spawned, It was a grand sight to see the numbers on each side of A'rewas 
Mill. He had not seen so many for a number of years. Good news this for 
the members of the Birmingham and Midland Piscatoriil Association, who are 
looking anxiously forward for a re-commencement on June 16.—JAMES 
GREG RY. 


Thames (Halliford). 

River still in good order for trouting and the trout well on the feed. Since 
my last report have had the plea-ure of landing two more—one the 25th ult., 
one weighing 6 lb. 4 oz. and Mr. W. Wilson, on the 29th ult., while fishing 
with me, caught a nice fish weighing 7 lb. 5 oz , which has gone to be set up, 
being the largest he has ever taken.—GEORGE ROSEWELL. 


Thames (Tedd‘ngton)- ; 

Water clear and in good order for trout fishing. If weather continues fine I 
thick the opening of the fishing season will be successful, as thera is a good 
show of fish, barbel and chub at the Weir. Monday, trout of 6} lb., caught by 
Charlton Adams, spinning from Teddington Weir. Tuesday, one trout 7 lb. 
by same gentlemen.—JoszEPpH BALDWIN. 


Thames (Walton.) 


The water here isin tempting good order, anda few fine trout are moving. 
Nobody, however, seems to take advantage of their indiscretion ; they flourish 
unheeded. T. Rosewell had a fine fish on a day or two ago, and played him 
for some minutes, ween he got foul of a stump and lost a good six pounder. 
He was using asmallish spoon bait, which went. We tried a large white 
moth fly with poor result. The little ones annoyed us, but only one trout rose, 
when it was getting very dark, and we missed him --OLD SWAN. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


This river is at the present time lower than I ever recollect seeing it, and a 
great deal of weed and slime has accumulated at the bottom I heard that a 
trout weighing over 2 lb. had been picked up above Pool Dam; no» apparent 
cause for death could be detected, and as this is not the only case, I suspect the 
low state of the river has something to do withit. Barbel are busy rolling about 
on the shallows in the evening, and during my rambles along the river banks 
have seen some very fine eels. There are a great many flies at present on the 
water, but no good dishes will be taken until there is a flood ; but the ground is 
so hard and dry, from the continuance of fine weather, that it will take a regular 
deluge to produce one. I was exceedingly pleased to read in Mr. Corry’s report 
last week, that a capture of the poaching fraternity had been effected. The state 
of affairs in the higher waters of the Yore is scandalous; I hope that the magis- * 
trates will make an example of the offenders.—F RANCIS M. WALBRAN, 


Wye and Derwent. 


The drake or May fly season may now be considered at its height, and, taking 
it on the whole, we have had a first-class season, and some very heavy baske's 
of handsome trout have been killed. The fish have run from # lb, up to 1} 1b. 
each, I saw yesterday a basket of trout that had been killed on the Derwent, 
eight and a half brace that weighed 13 1b ; and the dav before that the same 
angler got sixteen fish that turned the scale at 14}]b. All those fish were killed 
with the natural green drake. The floating drakes, or May flies, are a com- 
plete failure on all the Derbyshire rivers. Hutchinson, of Kendal, makes the 
best drakes for the Derbyshire rivers, viz., the small Derbyshire green drakes. 
There have been some good baskets of trout killed by dibbing under the bushes 
and trees with the down-looker, or oak fly, which is now out thick on the 
Derwent. The yellow duns, dotterl, and little black drab have all killed a fair 
quantity of trout in the evening. The bottom fishers on the Derwent have killed 
some nice baskets of fish with maggots and ant eggs for baits. Sport on the 
ponds still continues first-class, chiefly with the Derbyshire green drake and 
sand flies, There is every appearance of rain falling shortly; mercury going 
down nicely.—GEORGE JAMES EA10N. 


Yare (Norwich). 

The east wind which has lately prevailed has tended to make angiing 
persevering work, but still those who have tried their luck have had by no 
means reason to complain. The bream are up stream. Myself and a friend 
(after a pleasant sail last Saturday afternoon), can bear witness to the presence 
of quantities of bream close to Norwich, in the reach, which is immediately 
below the Iron Swing Bridge, where Messrs. J. and J. Colman’s timber is 
stacked on either side, anda good lee can usually be had. I look for some good 
catches here should the wind shift. All Norfolk anglers, boating men, and 
skaters will lament the decease of our old friend, A. J. N. Chamberlin, Esq., 
the courteous owner of Wroxham Broad (in part), whose kindness and 
cordiality to one and all is so well known in this district, and all will join in a 
sincere vote of condolence with the bereaved family. The question of owner- 
ship of the various Broads on the Bure and the Thurne, &c., is ra‘sed this 
morning by a London correspondent named ‘Boardman,’’ and I think his 
remarks deserve careful thought, as he points out what may in time bea 
serious matter. Shall be glad to see expressions of opinion from those having 
knowledge of the question.—RoBrEgrt MOLt. 
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IRISH NOTES. 


HE salmon and trout fishing in the north-west of Ireland is 
just commencing, and we can most strongly recommend 
such of ourreaders who want good sport, and do not mind making 
a long journey for it, to go to the Ballina district. The river and 
lakes are now well stocked with spring and summer fish. Within 
the last day or two Mr. Rourke, of the Moy Hotel, has very 
kindly sent us two specimen fish, one a beautiful Lough Conn 
char—a somewhat rare fish in that lake—and the other a hand- 
some Moysummer salmon. Mr. T. Clarke, of Court Cloughans, 
Lough Conn, Ballina, writes:—‘‘ Anglers are getting great sport 
on Lough Conn, averaging from two to four spring or summer 
salmon per day, as well as many trout from 1 to 5 Ib. Mr. Wood- 
ford, a Gravesend gentleman, staying at my lodge, killed on 
Thursday one spring salmon of 20 ]b., a summer fish of 11 Ib.; 
on Friday he got two fish, one 8 lb. and one 11 lb. Mr. Crean 
on Friday got aspring fish of 16 lb., and a summer fish of 8 lb., a 
large trout of 521b., and some small ones of 23 and 31b. Great 
sport on the Lough at present.” 

Angling near Mullingar has been very good lately, as will be 
seen from the following, which we expect refers to May-fly 
fishing :— : 

ANGLING IN WESTMEATH. 

S1r,—I am after returning from the lakes of Westmeath, or at 
least Mullingar, Loughs Belvedere, Owell, and Derravaragh, and I 
must certainly tell your friends, especially our piscatorial friends, that 
there never has been better sport. I myself saw a couple of days 
ago no less than 50 or 60 lb. weight of trout brought into Mrs. 
Carroll’s Hotel, Gavill Arms, Mullingar. I only wish that our English 
or Scotch friends would take the opportunity of fishing those miles 
of beautiful water, all they would have to pay is for their keep 
and their boat.—Yours, &c., 

FREDERICK FLINT, 

17, Essex Quay, Dublin. 


For the information of our readers we give the following 
extract from the useful Midland and Great Western “ Guide ” re- 
specting the fishing near Mullingar :— 

BOYLE AND MULLINGAR, 
(Ask at English stations for a tourist ticket to Connemara.) 


There is excellent trout-fishing in the lakes in the vicinity of 
Mullingar and the Sligo branch of the Midland Great Western Rail- 
way. The angler can make Mullingar his headquarters, and here he 
will find comfortable hotel accommodation. ; 

The green drake or May fly rises in Loughs Ennel or Belvedere 
about the endof May, and a few days later is observed in Lough 
Owell. It appears about the same time in Lough Ree. Still later 
the fly is found in Lough Derravaragh, near Multyfarnham, and the 
angler, moving northward, will keep company with it as it appears 
in Lough Sheelin, near Ballywillan Station on the Cavan line; and, 
finally, as the fisherman changes his residence to Boyle, he will fall 
in with his favourite ‘‘ Ephemera” on Lough Arrow, in the middle or 
even earlier weeks of July. 

A second hatching takes place in August, and the fly may be met 
with during that month, though necessarily the fishing is not so good 
then as earlier in the season. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members will hold the 30th annual dinner at Mr. Pearce’s, the ‘“‘Arun’”’ 
Hotel, Pulborough, Sussex, 6n the 1st of July.—J. WORLEDGE. 








fi ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of ros. 6d. 
annual subscription from the Izaak Walton Angling Society; 5s. annual sub- 
scription from T. Crumplen, Esq., Gresham Angling Society ; 6s. from the 
donation box of the Hampstead Angling Society; and 5s. from the Sir Hugh 
Myddleton Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY. 





BRIDGEWATER BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
I beg to inform you the next Eastern District visit will be paid to the Three 
Tuns, Bridgewater Gardens, City, on June 12.—W. C. BOYLE, sec. 


~ ; Pata petevtbee Ss SOCIETY. 

ne next general return visit will take place at the King’s Head i 

Street, Gray’s Inn Road, on Tuesday, ia 12.—R., Seat sec. eee 
FOXLEY PISCATORIALS. 

The annual dinner of the members of this society took place on the 2nd 
at the Foxley Tavern, Elliott-road, Brixton. About 40 members and friends 
sat down to partake of the good things provided by the. wo1thy host, Mr. T, 
S. Hughes, everything of which gave the utmost satisfaction. Mri sick 
Wheeldon occupied the chair, assisted by Mr. Canton. Atter the usual loyal, 
patriotic, and other toasts had been honoured, the Secretary read the report 
and financial statement of the society, which gaye great satisfaction to all 
members present. A subscription list was at onee started for the purpose of 
giving prizes for the various classes of specimen fish, which soon amounted to 
120 guineas, including, I am informed, five guineas from E. Hanlan who is 
well known among the members. The remainder of the allotted time was 
devoted to harmony, both vocal and instrumental. Among those who added 
to the evening’s amusement and delighted their hearers by their abilities were 
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Miss Emily Hughes and Messrs. T. Naylor, Claunch, Fouldes Butler, T. 
Hughes, and G. Lee.—PIx1E. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of the above society is fixed to take place at the York 
Minster, Foley Street, W.. on Tuesday, June 19, at 8.30 sharp. Will mem- 
bers kindly attend to clear the books, and pay their prizes in by Tuesiay next, 
June 19 P—J, E, LAwFror., sec. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our concert took place on Monday last, and was a great success, which 
added greatly to the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Box. The amount will 
be given in next week’s issue. The members of the Globe Society and the St. 
John’s came in strong force with their excellent band, which added greatly to 
the enjoyment of the evening, and they very kindly gave some capital songs, 
and I beg to tender them our very best thanks for their able assistance. 
There was a good attendance of members on Tuesday. Three members en- 
rolled and two propositions. The members fish for ten prizes on the 17th inst., 
go where they please.—K. MurpPHy. 


une 6, — 

GREAT YARMOUTH FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

Our members were out on the 3rd inst. on the river Bure. . Messrs. Easter, 
Jones, Warner, Chapman, Turner, Bully, and Bullimore had some capital 
sport amongst the bream, some weighing 2]b.; they suceeeded in killing 7 
stone. A silver cup will be fished for next month, to be presented by Mr. 
Easter.—C. WATSON, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. . 

The annual meeting of this society was held on Tuesday last, Charles Bates, 
Esq., being unanimously voted to the chair. The minutes of the previous 
meeting having been read and amended, were duly confirmed, after which the 
ballot for the election of new members was proceeded with, Messrs. Thomas, 
Lake, and John being elected. The accounts for the past year having been 
presented, read, and fully discus:ed, the election of officers for the coming year 
followed. Lord George Hamilton, M.P., was enthusiastically re-elected pre- 
sident of the society, and the vice-president received a similar compliment. 
Captain Alfred was unanimously re-e'ected curator, Mr. R. Bryant, Librarian 
and Mr. Charles Bates, treasurer. Coming to the election of secretary, the 
chairman said he deeply regretted to inform the society that Mr. Crumplen had 


i thle eT 


> 


declined to be put in nomination for the office again, and although he and others . ~ 


had endeavoured to induce him to retain his position, he had distinctly de- 
clined, and they must face the difficulty. Several members having made sug- 
gestions witha view to Mr. Crumplen’s retention of office, Mr. Crumplen said 
that his office had been to him a labour of love, but there was an obstructive 
element in the society which occasioned so much anxiety, that, coupled with 
the attention required to be given to his own _ personal business, 
he must most decidedly refuse to stand again. He had the hearty support of 95 
per cent. of their members, but obstruction was a thing his time and personal 
comfort would not permit him to deal with. The question of the secretaryship 
was then left over for a fartnight, Mr. Crumplen undertaking the duties until 
his successor is appointed. Lhe committee for the coming year were then 
elected. There were a large number of candidates, the voting being carried 
out by ballot on balloting papers similar to those used in School Board and 
other elections, two scrutineers being specially appointed to examine the lists. 
They were absent some time casting up the votes, and the most perfect silence 
prevailed on their return to the room, everyone being anxious to learn the 
result. Ihe chairman then read the names of the selected candidates in 
the order in which they appeared on the sheet presented by the scrutineers. 
The result was: T. Crumplen, C. S. Bentley, Dr.. Lloyd, A. W. 
Parker, H. L. A. Godwin, G. Austin, D. Cartwright, G. H. Field, 
and W. Cotton.. Mr. Crumplen briefly returned thanks for the honour 
they had done him in placing his name at the head of the poll, the 
more so because it was a clear intimation that the great principles 
he had always advocated would still govern the society. He should say 
nothing as to what had passed, but thank them ell on behalf of what he thought 
would prove a good and uuited committee. (Applause.) Although unable to 
continue secretary, as a member of their committee his services were at theic 
disposal, and he hoped now to come there and enjoy his evening just as any 
other member, as he thought he was entitled to do. Some harmony followed, 
Mr. Crumplen’s health was drunk with honours, the chairman and scrutineers. 
(all of whom performed their duties very ably and impartially), were heartily 
thanked, and a somewhat excited meeting thencametoanend. Onthe motion 
of Mr. Moore, a very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the late committee 
for their arduous services during the past year. Mr. H. Brett mentioned that 
his prize of an ebonite winch, &c., for the largest pike taken during the season, 
could be selected by the winner from any casein the International Exhibition, 
It is hoped all members who can do so will attend on the 19th inst., as business — 
of importance will be brought forward, on which it is desirable a definite 


opinion should at once be expressed. —YE GRASSHOPPER. 





IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members wi'l hold a competition for three special prizés on June 17th. 
All fish weigh in accordance with the rules of the society; competitors 
to choose their own fishing water; nothing under 8 oz. to take a prize; no 
competitor to leave London before 5 a.m. on the day of the competition. The 
members will have their annual dinner on July 1st, and Wednesday, July 11th, 
at the Black Rabbit, near Arundel, and the Pied Bull, Stanstead, 
St. Margaret’s. ot 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 

The annual supper of the above society took place last Wednesday week, 
Mr. E. Saunders in the chair, After a well-supplied spread, the prizes were 
given to the successful members :—Messrs. Bentley, Dutton, Brown, and 
Young, taking specimen prizes; Mr. Dutton gross weight prize; Messrs. 
Cecil, Pearce, Sparrow, Saunders, &c., taking their fair share of other prizes. 
The secretary then stated he had received some valuable prizes from Messrs. 
Weatherhead, Brown, Anstiss, Dutton, C, Saunders, E. Saunders, Sparrow, 
Pearce, Bentley, Wyatt, and others, and that, although the takes of fish were 
below the average last season, the balance-sheet showed a great improvement. 
The club prizes would be settled on Wednesday, the 6thof June. After some 
capital songs and recitations, a most enjoyable evening was brought to a close 
with a vote of thanks to Mr. Sparrow for the floral decorations, and Mr, Brown 
for the glass and ornaments, not forgetting to drink their healths at the same — 
time ; a rare bumper for the chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary, and with 
“ Auld Lang Syne”? for all.—Dick, 
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LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Pipe’s benefit on Tuesday evening turned ott very satisfactorily, and he 
begs to return thanks to those who assisted him. The room was crowded during 
the evening, and the harmony was well sustained by Messrs. T. Thompson, 
YT. Jackson, Deaccn, Feeney, A. Barr (who sang ‘‘Some Day”’ exceliently), 
E. Barr (chairman on this occasion), J. Titmus, and others. Mr. A. Ashley 
contributed greatly to the evening's entertainment on his little harmonium. 
On Wednesday next, June 13th, we have our annual supper. Those of our 
anglers and friends who cannot attend supper we shall be glad to see and wel- 
come after the cloth is drawn.—W. Brown. 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The thirty-second half-yearly supper of this society took place at their club- 
house, Lord Southampton, Haverstock Hill, on the 24th uls. Mr. Ff. Hill in 
inthe chair; Mr. W Aldis vice chairman. Host Wei'enhall catered in his 
usual excellent manner, Thirty-nine members and friends sat down to supper. 
Amongst the visitors invited were Mr, T. Crumplen, of the Gresham, and Mr 
Wheatstone, of the Stanley Angling Society. After the cloth had been. 
cleared, and the usual loyal toast been duly responded to, the first toast, 
proposed by the chairman, was ‘‘ Prosperity tothe West Central Association of 
London and Provinzial Angling Societies,’’ with which the name of Mr. P. 
Geen was mentioned. Healsocoupled the names of R. Marshall and J. 
Packman, our delegates, who replied in a suitablemanner. The next toast was. 
proposed by Mr. T. Crumplen, ‘Prosperity to the North-Western Angling 
Club,’’ who stated that during the time he had known them he was sure there 
was no doubt for the future of the society, more especially when he remembered 
that this was the thirty-second half-year it had been established; he would 

couple their secretary’sname. Mr, Hillier, on rising to reply, soon found out 
the sort of stuff the members of the North-Western Angling Club were made 
of, and that they were of the same opinion as Mr. Crumplen. He then stated 
his regret that the gross weight of fish weighed in during the past season (from 
open water) should have been so small compared with previous years, but he 
hoped that the weight this year would look up and surpass everything the 
members had accomplishedin the past. The financial condition of the club 
from the last balance-sheet showed a balance in hand of 
425 17s., which was received with satisfaction. After thanking 
them for the manner they had drunk his health he resumed his seat. 
Mr. Bonvoisin proposed the next toast, ‘* Health of the Host and Treasurer, 
Mr. Wetenhall,’’ and in doing so stated what a valuable member he was to the 
society in many more ways than that of treasurer. Mr. Wetenhall endeavoured 
to reply, but he had to wait their time. He then stated that it gave him 
pleasure to be for the thirty-second half-year their treasurer, and that, like all 
other clubs, the North-Western Angling Society had been in the storm ; but 
the vesse! was a good one, so that the club had at last settled down, and was 
not likely to be distarbed in the future. He then proceeded to distribute the 
prizes. Club prizes, won by R. Marshall, for gross weight of jack; J. Stead, 

* gross weight of perch; L. Bonvoisin, heaviest roach and heaviest trout ; Mr. 
Marsha 1 won silver medal for heaviest weight of all fish; Mr. Harris (Mr. 
Wetenhall’s prize), gold ring, heaviest weight of all fish; Mr. W. Roxbee (Mr. 
M‘Clure’s), tos. 6d., for heaviest weight roach; Mr. W. Weaver (Mr. A. 
Clark’s), 10s. 6d. forroach ; Mr. D. Holmes (Mr. J. P. Warner’s), Season Ticket, 
Welsh Harp ; Mr. Wheats'one’s prize, 2Is., heaviest perch, won by J. Stead. 
During the evening thirty-five prizes were given, to be fished for in the forth- 

- coming half-year. During the evening, Messrs. R. ‘Marshall, J Stead, J. 
Holmes, H. Hayes, L. Roxbee, H Underwood, and W. Aldis contributed to 
the evening’s enjoyment with some gocd singing, accompanied by our old 
and esteemed friend, E. J. Symon, on thepiano. Mr. Marshall proposed 
the Jast toast of the evening, ‘‘ The Health of the Chairman and Vice-Chair- 
man,’’ which was responded to by them. This brought on ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne,’’ 
being the usual way these meetings are brought to a close.—W. HILLIER. 





PECKHAM BROTHERS. 

The annual dinner of the above society took place on the 6th. About thirty- 
five members and friends sat down to the good things provided by Mr. Reid, at 
the Prince Consort, East Surrey Grove, Peckham. Amongst those present 
were: Messrs. Brody, T. Hoole, Wiggleswor h, S. Winter, Gold, Gafney, 
&c. Mr. Brody presided, assisted by Mr. W. Matthews. As I could only get 
there a short time before midnight, I cannot say what tock place during the 
early part of the evening ; bat whatever it was Mr. T. Hoole had been saying 
to them, they were very much delighted with it. Mr. Adam’s band performed 
selections from different operas at intervals, and Mr, F. Lane accompanied the 
vocalists on the pianoforte. Mr. Wigglesworth addressed a few words to the 
members present, stating that he was no angler himself, but he thought that, 
considering the amount_of patience that anglers mostly had, there could not be 
many bad people among them. Healso spoke about sea-fishing and the Dogger- 
bank, and the long lines used by the fishermen, some of them running 1} miles 
long. (How would you like that fora jack-line, GO. M.?) Several recita- 
_ tions were given by a friend of Mr. Becknell, which were very amusing, and 
caused the time to pass so qu’ckly that ‘‘ Master Sol’* had commenced his 
journey towards the west about an hour before we commenced to sing ‘‘ God 
Save the Queen.’’—PixIE. 


SECOND SURREY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The second visit of the South London United was paid to the Second 
Surrey Club House, Queen Elizabeth, Merrow Street, Walworth, on Monday, 
June 4th. Mr. W. Allen, hon. sec., kindly took the chair, and Mr, G. George 
the vice-chair. The meeting was a great success. It was beyond our expecta- 
tions, and wehad not sufficient room to seat the visitors: some actually stoodin the 
passage, so that they should not lose the harmony, both vocal and instrumental. 
All the clubs on the list were represented, excepting ‘‘ The Foxley’’ and ‘‘ The 
South-Eastern.’”” We were pleased to see two clubs, viz, ‘*The Dalston 
Brothers ’’ and ‘*The Sabard,’’ represented, although not on the list. The 
_ evening was very pleasantly and enjoyably spent. Mr. G. Raper ably presided 
at the harmonium, accompanied by Mr. A. Parkes on the English concertina, 
and the brothers Messrs. George and Joseph Wright on the violin. Some 
capital songs were sung—Mr, C, Fisher gave us ‘‘ Tom Bowling,’’ which was 
received with great enthusiasm; Mr. Palmer, sec. of ‘* The Wellington,’’ sang 
*¢ Allis hushed,’’ which was greeted with great applause ; Mr. G. George, with 
“‘Patsy’s Old Leather Breeches,’’ set the room in an uproar; the brothers 
Wright sang a duet, accompanied with the violins, which was well received ; 
Mr, Allsop, of ‘‘ The Brunswick,’’ ‘‘ My Sweetheart, when a Boy,’’ was greeted 
with applause, so were the songs by Mr. A. Parkes; Mr. Croot, ‘‘ Bermondsey 
Brothers’”?; Mr. Cheney, ‘‘2nd Surrey’’?; Mr. Grant, ‘‘Rodney’’; Mr. 
Richardson, ‘‘ The Wellington ’’; and Mr. Bining, ‘‘ Bermondsey Brothers.’’ 
Mr. Turner, ‘‘The Sabard,’’ gave a recitation, which was greatly applauded. 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


281 








‘‘The Hollybush Pelka,’’ given by the musicians, was greatly encored. As 
the time was so fir advanced, we had only just sufficient time to finish up with 
‘*God Save the Queen,”’ and take a parting glass at the bar. Thus we spent a 
very pleasant evening that those present will not easily forget. The third visit 
will take place at The Rodney, the first week in July.—J. WRIGHT, sec. 


SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner of this society took place at the club-house, George and 
Dagon, 235, Camberwell, on Thursday evening, 31st May. There was a good 
a‘tendance of members, and among those present were Messrs. Buck, Field, 
Kirwan, Goody, Mitchel!, Frost, Buckham, Cantle, Castle, Brown, Ellis, 
Brewood, Bate, Price, Aldis, Simms, Boorman, Frost, jun., Morris, and others. 
And among the visitors was Mr. Bonvoisin, chairman of the West Central 
Association, Messrs. Hoole, Beckett, and Murphy were invited, but owing to 
ptevious engagements were unable to attend.’ Yoo much credit cannot be 
given to host Morris for the able way in which he attended to our creature 
comforts, and the dinner was a complete success. Mr. Buck occupied the 
chair, and Mr. Field the vice-chair. After the usual loyal and patriotic toasts, 
the chairman proposed ‘Success to the South London Angling Society.’’ 
He reminded those present that this society was now eetablished about 
fourteen years, and was the oldest this side of the Thames, and although he 
could not congratulate them on a very busy season—only about 500 lb. being 
taken —yet their club was not the exception. Every club, he believed, had a 
falling off in this direction.” The chairman alluded te the strong-position of the 
society, but could not congratulate them on a large accession of new members ; 
neyertheless, they were heart and soul ia the work, and he wished them success. 
Mr. Kirwan, the secretary, in response, alluded to the strong financial position 
of the society, and said, after paying for the dinner and the club prizes, a noble 
balance would still be left in the hands of the treasurer. Mr. Bonvoisin 
returned thanks for the West Central Association in his usual style, and 
alluded to the many privileges now extended to anglers both as regards 
railway fares and the renting of waters. Mr. Field, one of the trustees, 
responded to the toast of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, and urged upon one 
and all the desirability of enrolling themselves as members, the subscription 
being only ts. 1d. perannum. A vote of thanks was accorded to the secre- 
tary for the able way in which he conducted his duties. Mr. Secretary, having 
responded, the chairman next proposed ‘‘ The Health of Mr. and Mrs. Morris,”’ 
to which Mr. Morris, in a short and effective speech, returned thanks. The 
prizes for the past season were then distributed, and as the chairman gave them 
out he had a kindly word to say to each recipient. A number of prizes were 
then promised for the ensuing season, and so far the list looks very well. The 
cheirman and vice chairman must be congratulated on the way in which they 
conducted their respective. offices. Votes of thanks were enthusiastically 
accorded to both, to which they responded. A recitation by Mr. Bonvoisin, 
and singing by different members, formed a goodly part of the entertainment. 
The society have sent a large number of theie cases to the Exhibition, but 
still have a number left to show any brother who will give us a lookin. 
Members of this society will p'ease not forget about the fishing match, to take 
place at Amberley, on the 24th June. The secretary must have all names and 
subscriptions in oefore the 12th inst.—JOHN K1IRWAN, sec, 


UNITED SOCIETY OF ANGLERS. 

In compliance with Mr. Mundella’s stupid Act of Parliament, we have been 
compelled to abandon chnb-fishing during the months of April and May, and 
have followed up the trout but with very poor success. Mr, Hunt succeeded 
in getting a brace from the Fish and Eels, Broxbourne, the largest 2 lb. 7 0z; 
Mr. H. Brookwell, one from the same place, weighing 2 lb. 11 oz.; Mr. 
Barratt a few from Hertford, the largest 1 lb. 12 oz.; and Mr. Salmon a brace 
weighing 3 lb. 7 oz., taken well, he says, near a ‘‘ telegraph post.’”’ With 
regard to the close time for chub, I will call your attention to our collection of 
fish in the Exhibition, where you will see, by the dates on the cases, that every 
one of the chub was taken during the months of April and May, and I am sure 
you will admit in first-rate condition. Mr: Salmon weighed in a brace of trout 
on Thursday night of 3 1b., and Mr. Dennis a very handsome fish weighing 
6 lb. 7 oz.. which has been taken to Cooper’s to be preserved—A MEMBER OF 
THE ABOVE SOCIETY. 





WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The distribution of prizes to the successful members of the above took place 
on the 31st ult, Mr. R. Cain had to receive 10, consisting of gallon of whiskey, 
boots, hat, cigars, cigar case, and £2 12s. 6d. in cash. Next came Mr. Weather- 
head, who had the Ist gross weight, largest jack, and the best snow exhibited 
on any meeting night during the season, for which he received £3 12s. 6d. in 
cash, a silver watch, pair of pictures, photograph of tiger in the Zoo, pocket- 
book, and half a ton of coals, given by Messrs. Taylor, Mawbeg, Hart, 
Piolaine, Curtis, Beckett, and Dr. Carpenter, Mr. Delehaye, jun., had 2nd gross 
weight, largest bream; he received 46 6s. and a silver watch, from Messrs. 
Bedford, Cain, Russell, Peters, R. La Feuillade, Field and Son, and the 
society. Mr. H. Bayley had a variety of things to receive—2 gross vesuvians, 
21b. of tobacco, pouch, spittoon, boots, hat, 2 gallons of gin, bottle of brandy, 
and £2 12s. 6d. in cash, given by Messrs. Brown, Boalch, Newport, Taylor, 
Waters, Wheeldon, H. Dale, and C. Bansback; R. La Feuillade had the largest 
barbel and perch, which entitled him to £2 12s. 6d. and a set of hair brushes, 
given by Messrs. Morris, Irons, Piolaine, Weatherhead, and Delehaye, jun. ; 
H. Quodling, £3 3s , perambulator, leg of mutton, and £1 Is., from Messrs. 
Harris, Dangine, and Waters; Mr. Gilbert, work of art, scarf pin, I lb. of 
tobacco, and 10s. 6d., from Messrs. Piolaine, Weatherhead, Fox, jun., and R. 
La Feuillade ; Mr. Piolaine, box of cigars, 10s, 6d., musical instrument, and 
a guinea coal-scuttle, from Messrs. Towers, Delehaye, sen., J. La Feuillade, 
and Delehaye, jun. ; Delehaye, sen., hair brushes, £3 13s. 6d., and hat-box, from 
Messrs. Bansback, Cain, Giles, and Delehaye, jun. ; J. Bedford, 2 sides of bacon 
and a £2 2s. portrait, by Messrs. I’. Grigg and Evans; C. Bansback, a dress-~ 
ing-case and £5 ss., by Messrs. Rayner, Collins, and Howard; Mr. Fox, 
£t us, 6d. from Messts. Brown and Hart; J. Collins, £2 12s. 6d., from Messrs. 
Piolaine and Sutcliffe ; H. Dale, guinea hat and Ios. 6d., from Messrs. Bayley 
and Weatherhead ; Mr. Boalch, set of tankards and 5s., from Messrs. South 
and Delehaye; Mr. Mawbey, guinea hat anda picture of a lion, from Messrs. 
C. Beale and Mr. Piolaine; Messrs. Beale and Brown, each £1 Is.—PIXIg. 








ANGLING,—A fine trout, weighing 7 lb. 6 0z., was taken from the 
Thames near Caversham on Monday morning by John Holdway, one 
of the members of the Royal Berkshire Seed Establishment Angling 
Association, 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. J. Fry.—You can do little at barbel-fishing in the Thames unless you ae 
from a punt in a place which has been liberally but judiciously eis - 
baited with some thousands of lob-worms previously. Of course, . en 
you can coyer a barbel-swim from the bank (ledgering is the puny ae 
you may get a fish or two. Alfred, of Moorgate Street, ae s Mr. 
Wheeldon’s very capital groundbait pot, which ought to be used w ne 
lobs are put into a “stream ; it insures their going to the rigat place.—Eb. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE TOURNAMENT—PAST AND FUTURE. 

S1r,—After your editorial note to Mr. Gregoty’s letter as to the reel and 
line used by me at the last Tournament, any further statement from me should 
be unnecessary. I can only repeat that I have fairly used the line till worn 
out, and caught large pike (not trout) with it, and that the reel is no better 
than any other ordinary Nottingham reel—in fact, I have ‘seen very many 
better. A line ‘strong enough for barbel and trout-fishing ’’ is ‘surely a fair 
spinning line. Sy f b 

I should like, with the Committee’s permission, to give my prize (a metal 
tackle case), to be made to the owner’s wish by Alfred, for the best average in 
Competition VII., Thames or Nottingham. The prizes already offered are for 
the three nearest casts to a fixed mark by different anglers, and I think the 
greatest average of points made in three throws should take it. I am sorry the 
weight is to be as large as 2} oz. It is far too heavy, and if constantly used in 
spinning would play havoc with the rods. However, we shall now see the 
following theory answered—viz., if a }0z. can be thrown 50 or more yards, 
how many yards cana 2} oz. weight beput—7o or 80?—I am, Xc., 
‘ : A. LITLE. 
' [The weight, 2} 0z., is certainly a mistake. It was tried at the first Tourna. 
ment, and abandoned for the 1}0z. weight.—ED. ] 








THE TOURNAMENT. 

Str,—It appears to me that if the bait-casting competition at the Tourna- 
ment is intended as a trial of strength at ‘‘ putting the weight,”’ the proper 
thing to throw would be a 2 or 24 oz. bullet. Butif, as I conceive, it 1s an 
exhibition of skill in throwing a spinning bait, the right thing to use is an 
artificial bait with a lead sinker above it, as nearly as possible representing what 
is actually used in that method of fishing. 

This subject was, I remember, discussed in your columns before the last 
Tournament, with the result that a bait and lead were used, which together 
weighed 13 oz —a very fair average weight, which, although it might 
have appeared light to some pike fishers, was certainly heavy for the trouters. 
As to the reds. If one were provided for the use of all competitors, it would 
be manifestly unfair; as those whose own rods happened to be similar to the 
one chosen would receive a great advantage over those accustomed to a longer 
or shorter, stiffer or lighter one, as the case might be. For the same reason 
e:eryone should use his own line. I well remember seeing the gentleman 
alluded to by Mr. Hobden step on to the tarpaulin with his very light line. 
My first thought was ‘that line will beat us.’’ But $I reflected, “If he can 
manage such tackle for a very long throw, he deserves to win, if only for his 
skill in using it.”” The result proved that the advantage of a very fine line is 
more than counterbalanced by the difficulty of its management. 

These last remarks, of course, apply only to the competitors in the Thames 
style; the Nottingham spinners can usea line of any fineness ; the troubles are 
more with their reel than with theirline, as many a novice with bruised fingers 
can testify. 

Allow me one word more on the question of the time allowed to each com- 
petitor. It the bait is heavier than at the last Tournament, the distances thrown 
will be far greater ; consequently the Thames men will require much more time 
to arrange their lines than the Trent spinners, so that a fixed time allotted to 
each would be unreasonable. } ; 

The former plan of giving each competitor three throws, with certain re- 
strictions to avoid waste of time, would therefore seem the fairest for all parties. 
—I am, &c., E. V. PowELt. 





THE TOURNAMENT. : 

S1R,—Please enter me as a professional competitor in the Ninth Competition. 
I hope to be able to throw 523 yards with a 14 0z. weight; but I think I shall 
not, or any other man, unless the wind is blowing houses down.—I am, &c., 

JOHN FOSTER, 

Caythorpe, Lowdham, Notts, June 4. River-keeper, &c. 

P.$.—I am sorry I cannot get to the Exhibition on the 11th unless I pay full 
railway fare. 








A PRIZE FOR THE TOURNAMENT. 

Srr,—We have forwarded to you one of our new lock-joint fishing rods as a 
prize in the International Anglers’ Tournament, which kindly acknowledge.— 
Weare, &c., W. WooDFIELD AND SoNns. 

Easemore Works, Victoria Mills, 

Redditch, June 5th. 





MR. FAULKNER’S FIFTEEN-POUND TROUT. 

S1r,—I had hoped not to be again in print so soon, but fearing it might be 
considered a want of courtesy if I did not reply to that part of Mr. Little's 
letter in your last issue, which referred to the large Thames trout I caught, I 
will briefly say that the fish weighed, just after catching, 14 lb. to oz., and 
eight hours afterwards, at Hampton Court Station, 14 lb. exactly, so that the 
former weight, I take it, is the correct one. Iam glad to tell Mr. Little that 
as I go out fishing for my health and pleasure and not for notoriety, I always 
catch (i.e., strike and play) my own fish, and being a very ardent fisherman and 
generally meeting with fair average sport, I do not require anyone to do this 
for me. On the occasion referred to, 1 struck and played the fish myself, and 
only required the services of my fisherman for a few seconds when the fish was 
exhausted, to prevent my going into the water. The Editor has my address, 
and | shall be pleased to show the fish, when sent home preserved, to Mr. 
Little, or anyone else who cares to see it. I forgot to mention that the lock- 
keeper at Hampton Court, who was very busy attending to his duties all day, 





had no opportunity of seeing the fish weighed, so he could give no particulars 
concerning it.—I am, &c., J. Ross FAULKNER. 

[We did not think Mr. Little had referred to Mr. Faulkner’s trout, and are 
sure that if he knew what a thorough sportsman Mr. Faulkner is, he would 
not, cn second-hand information, have implied what he did. It is simply 
laughable to anyone who knows Mr. Faulkner to imagine for a moment that 
after getting fast ina Thames trout he would, in a funk, hand his rod to his 
fisherman !—Ep. ] 





MR. ROSS FAULKNER’S THAMES TROUT. ; 

S1R,—The atove was weighed by Milbourne in a shop, when it turned the 

scale at Ij lb. 10 0z. It was again weighed seven hours after capture by the 

station master at Hampton Court, in his private office in the presence of several 
gentlemen, when it registered 14 lb.—-I am, &c , 2 Ayes 


THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 

S1r,—In your issue of May 26th Mr. Little makes a few remarks as to 
professionals fishing alone for Thames trout. There are some two or three of 
these men who persistently do so, and I consider it very unfair, both towards 
amateurs and other professionals. As regards the latter, gentlemen will not go 
down to the place where they know a professional is always atit. It is 
supposed—indeed, I think I may say it is known, only difficult to prove—that 
when these men get hold of a good trout, he is kept ia the well until next day, 
when the telegraph is set to work, and down comes a man to fish with 
Mr. Professional, and this trout is weighed in at his club as his own catching. 
I am astonished at the remarks made by ‘‘ B.’’ in this same issue as to George 
Rosewell. Why, this man has not missed a single day since the season com- 
menced, and everyone knows what a chance a man has who is on the spot, and 
he has constantly fished by himself for years, and ‘*B.’’ knows it, ‘B.’’ will 
never have another guinea from me.—I am, &c., THAMES. 

[Others, besides ‘‘ Thames,’’ tell us ‘they do not see the fun of paying for 
eee fish for the professionals. It is a pity this evil canaot be stopped. ~ 
—Ep. 


THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 

Srr,—Having read a letter from Mr. A. J. Little in your impression 07 the 26th 
ult., referring to Thames trout-fishing, as an old angler and lover of the sport 
I fully endorse all he says in reference to fishermen taking trout on their own 
account. I am satisfied that by so doing they stand in their own light, and 
have thought so for years. 
a glance if the fish are strong on. Out they go, having all ready, and 
perchance take one of the speckled beauties, or, perhaps, prick a fish or two,. 
thereby making them very shy, and leaving but a very poor chance for their 
patrons, I know many good anglers who are of the same opinion. I should 
like tc know who would go to the trouble and expense of waiting a week or 
two for a run, if this is the practice ?—Lam, &c., W. H. NicHotls. 


PROFESSIONALS AND .THAMES TROUT. 

S1r,—In reading Mr. A. J. Little’s letter on Thames trouting I am glad to 
note that he calls attention to the unbusinesslike practice, to say the leas: of 
it, ot professional fishermen fishing for Thames trout. I for one most 
cordially agree with him. I have not far to seek for an instance of this, for in 
your number of May 26, under heading ‘‘ River Reports’? (Thames, Halliford), 
I read of a professional taking the rod of the gentleman he was fishing wit 
andcatching a §3 lb. trout. Now, this one instance proves Mr. Little’s states 
ment, although, I am sorry to say, on inquiry at Halliford, you would find this 
same professional is in the habit of fishing (and most successfully) for Thames 
trout by himself. "When-hard times come, can he wonder if his patrons are not 
over ready in lending a helping hand P—I am, &c., FAIR PLay. 

Sydenham. - : 

P.S.—I enclose my card. 


FLY-FISHING FOR THAMES DACE, 


S1r,-—Can you or your numerous readers inform me the best flies for dace~ 


fishing in the Thames, and where the best patterns are to be obtained ?—I am, _ 
&c., M. 

[ We have never foand one fly much better than another for dace, and the 

wonderful dace killers which have been sent to us from time to time have proved 

no better than a cast of trout flies selected—of course, with due consideration 

for weather—from our fly book. A fly with a pale blue wing and silver body is 

good; and we have often taken dace when trout-fishing with McNee’s pike- 

scale flies. This fiy will deceive trout in bright, dead water in full sunlight. 

We shall notice them more fully soon. Mr. McNee has a case at the Exhi- 

bition.—ED. | 


LIVE SALMON AT THE EXHIBITION, 

S1r,—I am told Mr, Ander:on, of Edinburgh, offered to supply the Great 
Exhibition with Zive salmon direct from the rivers Tay and Forth, providing 
the committee prepared a large glass case to show them off well. His kind 
offer -was never even acknowledged. 

What a sight it would have been to see the salmon displaying themselves 
in the Exhibition! They would have been more taken notice of than all the 
other live fish put together. 

Perhaps the secretary can tell the reason why no answer was given.—I am, 
&c., An OLD WALTYONIAN. 

Edinburgh. 

[We feel perfectly certain the neglect referred to was quite accidental. It is 
not too late to accept such a handsome offer, and we hope the committee of 
the Exhibition willlet us see some live salmon if nothing but a glass tank to 
contain them stands in their way.—ED |] 





EELS ANID CLUB ANGLERS. 

S1r,—Thanks for inserting my last week’s note on eels and perch devouring 
spawn. How would it be for every club to give a prize for eels caught with a 
rod and line during the fence months? It would help to keep down the succu- 
lent but destructive fish and afford good amusement to club men. 

Every unfortunate angler hooking an 
fine into the club—this, I think, would iS productive of some legitimate sport, 
and keep the clubs from languishing during the fence months. My idea is, 
death to the spawn-destroying eels, &c.—I am, &c , A. J. PoRTER. 

4. Hampton Street, May 26. 

{This is just what the clubs should do, as we have often pointed out; but 
they are afraid their members would be tempted to catch other fishh—ED. ] 


Living, as they do, upon the spot, they can see at - 


other fish, to be made to pay a small | 


‘ 
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PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 


June 9, 1883] THE FISHING GAZETTE. 











Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Au thorities, and al 
who are interested in the purification and _ preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


AT THE 
Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 
Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the ABC PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO C)., LIMITED, 


SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


buoyant condition :— 
“* CHEMICAL EXTR 


“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ 


be had separately. 


British Empire. 
CAUTION.—See that 


DAY, 





JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES. 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 
GREY DRAKES. 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop 
28, ‘WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


Pe Ge 218. 
The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which th 
held by the leading Anglers of the day. : per ice tig: 2 on <n 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisuinc Gazettr of March 18, 1822, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.) A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. | 


First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1881. WATER PRO OF BO OTS 
OF 


Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 
PATENT SELF-ACTING 
ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 
Both the Uppers 25 
5, 


Patented Process 
DRY AND WARM FEET. 








and Soles by a 
are guaranteed 
ensuring 


dil DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c, 


SpPEcIAL FEATURES. 


Perfect Portability. 

Cannot get out of Order. 

Cannot Overflow. 

Automatic in Action. 

Combining Aquarium 
Fountain. 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 

Self-contained. 

Perfect Simplicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in from 3 to 5 minutes 

Will Play from 6 to 12 hours, 

Artistically Decorated, 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
FOUNTAINS, 


From 4s. upwards, 


FOR 
Waterproof, 















with Carriage free to any part of the country. 





WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 





For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GODODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Io0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD 


Illustrated Price List post free, 


»Kessell & Son, 


11, Southwark St., 
BOROUGH, LONDON, 


TROUT-FISHING. 


WANTED on lease at a Moderate Rent, 2 or 3 
miles of really good Trout-fishing within two 
hours’ rail of London. A Cottage to accommodate 
two Bachelors would be an advantage, but not a ne- 
cessity. 











**¢ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness,”’—British 
Workwoman. 


‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service,”’—The Rock, 








Apply, stating full particulars and rent, to EF. 0, B,, 


Devonshire Club, St James’s Street, London, PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER, 


** GASEOUS FLUID, 
“ RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c. 
* RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


/ STOCKBREEDERS’ 


MHieqdiecimae @iinesté. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cure disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 


ACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambirg, 
” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 


for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 


‘“* GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’ for Colds and Chills, 
**CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhosa in Lambs and Calves. 
Price of Chest, with “ Key to Farriery,”’ £2 16s. €d., carriage paid. Bach artic’e can 


Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 


the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


SON & HEWITT. 
22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON W. 
AND WANTAGE, 


BERKS. 


NOW READY, 
WITH CHART, PRICE SIXPENCE. 


Broads and Rivers of 
Norfolk. 


POPULARLY DESCRIBED. 


The writer has aimed at giving practical advice to 
Anglers, Yachtsmen, and lovers of Nature, Science, 
and Art; pointing out where and how each may 
find splendid resorts for the pursuit of their several 
pleasures. The writer records his own experience as 
far as it has gone, and in all cases the information 
given can be relied upon. Such a guide has long 
been wanted, and this issue, it is hoped, will supply 
the want. 


Norwich: P. Soman, Argus office. Lowestoft: 
Standard Office. Also may be had of Alfred and 
Son, Moorgate Street ; Little, 15, Fetter Lane ; 
Williams and Co., Great Queen Street, W.C. ; 
Young, 402, Oxford Street, W.; Carter and Sons, 
137, St. John’s Street Road, E.C.; Gee, 18, Little 
St. Andrew's Street, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C.; 
Allcock, Redditch, ard all Bookstalls on the Great 
Eastern Railway. 





THE ODOR OF THE + FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting. 


The Forest AnD Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at the head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest ard 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of trave], camp 
life, field esperiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. 
Fea and River Fishing. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Srream annually form two 

handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 
Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 


Published by the Foresr anp StREAM PuBtisHine Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Seartze, and Rrivineton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen cepies, 


Natural History. 
Fisheulture. 








Mrs. OGDEN SMITH, 


Daughter cf the late James Ogden (ate 
of Cheltenham,) 
FLY DRESSER, FISHING ROD AND 
TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 


4, STANLEY TERRACE, ST, JouN’s HILL, 
CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 
Opposite Clapham Junction Gates, Landon; S.W. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 
209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success asa practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri, tion, 
also to give information 1especting Loealit’es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet” Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


x2 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carsiage paid for 6d, 
extra. 

6‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing We can res 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,.”’—Fisuine 
GAZETTE. A 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50, and 7d, per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 1od., shoit, and best long 1s. cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. By moving small catch at side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Crear 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemens, with Flat Crystal Glass at 
Front, price £4 4s. Foiwarded free, 














The Sportsman’s — Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screws 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and I'weezers. 
Fis warranted of finest quality. Price 7s,é6d. Forwarded 

ee, 





FREDK. E, TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassccks, Sussex. (stab. 1870.) 


TO THE QUEEN, 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 
FURRIER -AND PLUMASSIER, 








Factory AND Storr— 


29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
SHow Rooms— 


149, tarze 371, OXFORD STREET 


BraNcH—381, LATE 292, OXFORD STREET 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN, 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE. — 


Souchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, bxrns, &c, English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, Fisuinc GAzeErry, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 


Rew AQUARIUM.-—This Day.— 


Coolest Lounge in London. Lit by Electric Light. 


Pee AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


Two Great VARIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8. 


[Peace AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
FARINI’S KRAO, the Missing Link, Admission rs, 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—RE-ENGAGE- 
MENT of FARINI’S BRONCHO HORSES for 


two weeks only, when they appear in Paris. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—GREAT RUS- 


SIAN WAXWORK EXHIBITION. Most wonder- 
ful exhibition in the world. Admission 1s, 


Rov AL A QUARIUM.—This Day.— 


ELECTRIC EXHIBITION. Thousands of Incan- 
descent and Arc Lamps. 


Ree AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
Open from 12 until 11.32, Admission, until 6 o’clock, 
Is,; 2s. afterwards, 



































THE FISHING GAZETTE 


The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, andTackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power- 


D. SLATER 
g and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 
Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 





Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value_ 


£10 for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, 10s. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partiti n bags, superior finish and well balanced’ 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 83. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, 10s. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
3h inch, 3s.6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; .4} inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each; very stout, 6d. cach; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. ech, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, 1s, 3d.; stouter, 
1s.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, 1d. 

per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Notting- 
bam style, consisting of rod, 3}inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorled, and 4 floats, 
p ice 1s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s. 
All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriige paid both 
ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 


Summer Tours in Scotland. 








GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai’ during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One weck, £3; two weeks, 
45 } or six separate days, £3 tos. 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London a*d the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c, 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs, CHATTO and WINDUs, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope Street, Glasgow, 


GREAT HASTERN RAILWAY. 


EA SIDE, — TOURIST ~ FORT- 


ee NIGHTLY and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
TUESDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS 
are issued by all Trains tt YARMOUTH, LOWESTO#T, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-tbe-Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer, 











BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE. 


EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any Train 
from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London- 
fields, &c, Fares 3s., 28., 18. 6d. « 

For full particulars see bills. 

WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 

London, May, 188}. 





At.the suggestion of numerous patrons, we have been 

induced to SHOW a CASE of our MANUFAC tURE 
at the GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHl- 
BITION beld at South Kensington. We will be in attend- 
ance and take the liberty of respectu'ly soliciting inspection 
of our exhibits, The space allotted to us is 432, British 
Section, Inlard fisheries, as per official catalogue.— 
Forrest & 8a1.s, Kelso, N.B. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), ts. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books,. Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
tequisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Sv-eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
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Sportsmen, Fishermen, Yachtsmen, Punters, Sol- 
diers, Sailors, Tourists, and all classes who are ex- 
posed tothe many changes in the weather, and value 
their health and the comfort of dry feet, should use 
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Vi PRA %, 
Lhe dest Dressing for Boots, Shoes, 
Harness, &. 

Does not prevent the polish of good Blacking. 
Invaluable in preserving the softness and improv: 
ing the appearance of Ladies Kid Boots, as weil 
as Gentiemen’s, as !t cannot injure the most deli. 
S| cate Leather. 

_ From the EDITOR of “ Pulman's Weekly News.” « 


itd We are glad to hear thatStrawson'’s WateRPRoor Com- 
QP] POSITION is daily gaining that world-wide popularity which 
is not dificult to prognosticate for it. The following ex 
tract is from a letter. written by a gentleman in Queens 






Ep land. ‘* Noone should come out here without a good aup- 

ply of STRAWSON S WATERPROOF for Boots ‘Lhe 
heavy dews, followed by intense heat. will soon crack your 
Boots, unless they are well dressed with Stvawson’s or some 
similar compound. I wish © had move of  heve. co: #aen 
where to get it im Brisbane.” 








he Sold Retai! by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddiers. 
os]. _ Ironmongers, & others, 

in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 18., 2s., 5s,, & z0s. each | 
i Ask your Boot Maker or Sadler tu proeure it for you, ov 
fe) send Stamps for the price of a Tir to the Proprictor, who 
1 will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address 
> Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— 
. JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS. 


Manager: I. Strawson, late of Exeter 
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THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1833), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 


from the pens of the best angling writers io 
America, and will include 


AWN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FI8H. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 





WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 


THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Ete. 


Tue American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Nutes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of Amerizan witers. Drawings ot 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tue AnGuier, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture, 


Subscription per annum - 16s, 
Single Copies - - - - - 64, 


WM. C. HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
252,) BR OA DW Ase 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 

NEW. YORK--CITY, U.S. A. 





Cannon's Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 


Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers, 


Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
aud SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
oe Glue and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
and, , 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


THE SEA-FISHERIES DEPARTMENT. 


i ed interesting exhibits remain to be noticed in respect to 
Division IV., which includes fishing-vessels and boats other 
than steam vessels. The stand of the Berthon Boat Company we 
purpose taking first, and cannot in justice but comment favour- 
ably thereon. The well-known collapsible craft, which 
were invented by the vicar of famous old Romsey Abbey, have, 
however, made a name for themselves, and require no bush. 
The 22 feet boat, hanging in the davits at Stand 123, is one that 
cid a considerable amount of stern sea service when belonging to 
the Union Cape Mail Company’s ship Sparfan. The boat, which 
was launched off the deck of one of the West India Mail Com- 
pany’s steamers, and sailed safely over 800 miles of water, was 
28 feet in length, and of the same description, but is not included 
among the Berthon exhibits. The Admiralty largely patronise 
the company, every torpedo vessel now being supplied with a 
collapsible boat, which, inaddition to folding up flat, disconnects 
athwartships. Foreign as well as the Home Governments are 
also good customers to the Berthon Company. We have often 
wondered that boats of this description, which are specially made 
for fishing and shooting requirements on rivers and lakes, are not 
in more general use. The 10-feet boat is made in two parts for 
convenient transport, and one half may be carried on each side 
ofa pony. Aninsubmergible dingy for fishing-smacks is shown 
of 12 feet long by 4 feet 2 inches, but they can be made of any 
size, and, it is said, will live in any sea. Mr. Géorge Cording, of 
125, Regent Street, W., shows a handy portable boat for lake- 
fishing, made of indiarubber, and a good pattern of a portable 
collapsible boat. E. Ayling, of Vauxhall, exhibits samples of oars, 
sculls,and paddles. They are made of the finest white spruce, 
and as near perfection in regard to make as possible. Messrs. 
William Stephen and Co., of Dundee and St. John’s, Newfound- 
- land, show a whaleboat fully equipped and ready for use. Itisa 
beautifully-finished specimen of the boats which engage in the 
hazardous work of whaling, and has the harpoon gun mounted on 
a swivel in the head, with hand harpoons, lances, &c. in their 
place—everything being ready, in fact, for launching after 
sighting ‘“‘a fish.” Mr. J. P. Wright, of the Bank of England, 
contributes a number of folding and collapsible dingys and 
canoes, one for fishing and shooting purposes we noticed which 
is 15 feet by 3 feet 6 inches when open, and only 6 feet by about 
18 inches when folded. Mr. John Gunn, of Golspie, Sutherland- 
shire, exhibits a model of safety-guard rails for fishing boats and 
other vessels. We are of opinion that the generality of fisher- 
men would rather incur the risk of getting a launch over the side 
-irto the water than have Mr. Gunn’s invention fitted round the 
gunwale of the boat. Jt would be sadly in the way when at work, 
but on yachts and some other craft the invention might be pro- 
fitably adapted, as, if well made, fitted so.as to fold down neatly, 
it would be ornamental as well as useful. Mr. Tyzack, of North 
Shields, contributes a fish-carrying model, a ships’ navigable buoy, 
and lifeboat model. All are on the circular principle—so essen- 
tially circular as to induce incipient vertigo in looking the lot 
over. Mr. James Weatherhead, of Eyemouth, shows the model 
of the east coast fishing boat Waverley, which gained him the 
first prize at the Yarmouth Exhibition for form and improvement 
ofrig. Her length, according to scale, is 52 feet, breath 17 feet, 
height 8 feet 8 inches. Commander Sharpe, R.N., of Hanwell 
Park, Middlesex, exhibits a boat that has a lug-sail cut 
with two luffs; the weather of the sail has sheets, and act 
as a foresail when going about, The Company of Free 
Fishers and Dredgers of Whitstable show the model of 
one of their dredging-boats and the style of dredges used on 
the famous Kentish grounds. A very fine show of models are 
_ those of Watson and Fox, of Plymouth, who are extensive 
builders of the West-country trawlers, and the form of some of 
the best of the type may be studied at their stand. Mr. A. Cohen, 
of Horning, Norfolk, shows a model of a sailing fishing boat 
suitable for going through locks and tunnelled cuttings; the mast, 
which is balanced by lead, swings in a tabernacle, and may be 
very promptly struck. A particularly handy portable canoe is 
that contributed by Mr. John Watson, of North Portland Street, 
Glasgow. It is made of canvass, and the water-tight compart- 
ment gives 400 lb. displacement, the canoe being 12 feet by 
_ 2 feet 6 inches and 14 inches deep. When folded it forms a 


cylinder, 3 feet 3 inches long by 9 inches diameter, and including 
paddle, seat, and everything complete, and weighs but 30 lb. 
Mr. George Smith, of Rye, Sussex, has a very handsome model 
of a well fishing vessel of 78 feet between perpendiculars, 
20 feet 3 inches beam, 12 feet deep, and 88 tons measurement. 
An improved rig for fishing boats is shown by Mr. J. Bertram, of 
Chelsea, W. It is a-high-peaked sail, with gaff, and a very long 
tumbler arrangement fitted to the jaws. Mr. Bertram’s model 
fish-box to act as a life-buoy is ingenious. Mr. Robert Kemp, 
jun., of Lowestoft, furnishes models of freshwater fishing boats, 
suitable for the Norfolk Broads. ‘They are, of course, of light 
draught, but are safe and handy, and would row fast. The price, 
too, is reasonable—a boat of 14 feet by 5 feet being only £16, 
complete. Mr. Francis Holm, of Penryn, Cornwall, exhibits a 
set of models of boats used in the Cornish fisheries. The repre- 
sentative exhibits from Cornwall are very scattered, or they would 
form a museum of themselves. Some of the fishing gear shown, 
and which is stated to have been in use about a century ago, is 
as rude and quaint as things probably were at the time when the 
Pheenicians traded with the Cornishmen for tin. Forinstance, an 
anchor made of wood and weighted with a stone is Luilt of little 
battens lashed together, and is about as primitive an article as 
can well be imagined. Home-made needles, a boat’s binnacle, 
the tumbler lamp, a Newquay fishwife’s creel, and a number of 
other articles aptly illustrate West-country ideas in bygone days. 
The Cornish committee’s show of hand-made clothing is one of 
the best of the description in the show—Mr. W. Hicks, of Looe, 
showing articles in various patterns, including bar, cable, twist, 
diamond, and seed, while the textures are varied and the parti- 
coloured worsteds are tastefully worked in. Messrs. C. W. Metier 
and Co., of Gracechurch, have a good show of fishing, shooting, 
and life-saving portable boats; they are simple in construction 
and very cheap. At the same stand some unsinkable waterproof 
fishing clothes are on view; and the dressing used for oil coats 
is a very soft, glossy material—some of the best, in fact, that we 
have ever handled. Messrs. Fellowes and Son, of Great Yar- 
mouth, exhibit the model of a trawler and fish carrier, fitted with 
Sisson’s auxilliary screw propeller, the shafting being con- 
nected with a steam winch and worked by the gearing con- 
nected therewith. A beautifully-finished model of of an 80-ton 
trawler is contributed by Messrs. Metcalf and Wood, of Albert 
Docks, Hull It is on a scale of 1 inch to the foot, and the 
whole of the gear, nets, &c., are made mathematically correct in 
regard to dimensions and size. Included in the interesting list 
of exhibits sent by the Shipwrecked Fishermen and Mariners’ 
Royal Benevolent Society is the ‘‘ Grace Darling’ coble and a 
series of good photographs by Fletcher, Son, and Fearnall. The 
beautifully-finished work in a river fishing punt, river fishing gig, 
river skiff-headed fishing punt, &c., shown by Searle and Sons, 
of Lambeth, 8.E., does not fail to attract attention; and the 
exhibits of E. Messum and Sons, of Lower Road, Richmond, are 
turned*out equal to the finest cabinet work. A mahogany fishing 
punt, oak-built fishing gig, and the “‘ Specialité ” pleasure skiff are 
perfect models, the. fittings of the last-named craft being quite 
unique. Mr. S. E. Saunders, of Streatley, Berks, sends one of 
his full-sized Thames fishing yunts ; and at Stand 155 a particu- 
larly nice boat for fishing and angling on rivers is contri- 
buted by Bright and Robinson, of the Pack Horse Hotel, Staines. 
She is well built and admirably modelled for the purposes intended. 
A very curiously carved figurehead of a canoe is exhibited by the. 
Duke of Edinburgh, the work, it is stated, having been executed 
by the Maouri chief who set the ball rolling in the little war of 
1860 in New Zealand. Mr. John Gurr exhibits the model ofan 
improved steam lifeboat, the merits or utility of which are in 
embryo. The inventor deserves praise, however, for the labour 
expended on the little craft, and the trouble in thinking out all 
the details. Dr. John Rae’s museum of Esquimaux fishing and 
hunting curiosities, at Stand 189, are very interesting, and a num- 
ber of similar articles of Indian make are also shown. The bass- 
wood Canadian canoes, for which Rowland Ward and Co., of 
Piccadilly, are agents, are highly finished and fitted specimens of 
a description of craft now met with frequently on the upper 
Thames, and they also have some American portable canvas 
boats at Stand 188. Some beautiful samples of white and brown 
rope, wire rope, canvas, twine, cotton duck, &c., are included 
amongst the thirty exhibits in Division V, while Division VI, 
located inthe eastern gallery, forms a perfect bazaar. The stands 
containing nautical instruments, &c., are very numerous, and 
include all the well-known makers. An exhibit which attracted 
our attention was that of Heath and Co., Fenchurch Street, their 
binoculars being particularly good. The ‘ Argus” is fitted 
with an internal screw, whereby the length of the shellis not in- 
creased when the glasses are set for use, and they may be carried | 
incase or pocket without the focus being altered. The 
“Oriental” is a glass with an adjustible shade, ingeniously fitted 
for use in strong lights or at night time. A good working glass 
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is called the ‘‘ Fisherman,” and an excellent night glass, the 
“Duplex.” A very useful fisherman’s and sailor’s watch is shown 
by T. W. Cooper and Son, of Clerkenwell. Its special f2ature is 
that it cannot be damaged in winding, and is made extra strong 
in both the case and working part. Dolland and Co., St. Paul’s 
Churchyard, have a very extensive show of nautical instruments, 
and also a novelty in the shape of an electric log, by means of 
which the speed of a ship is registered on board in any number 
of places atthe same instant. A compass with gearing affixed, 
to signal the course a ship is steering by the ‘‘ Morse” alphabet 
by foghorn on sailing vessels, and whistle on steam vessels, 
is exhibited by Captain H. C. Fox, Royal Thames Yacht 
Club. The London and Leicester Hosiery Company exhibit a 
very cleverly contrived stocking-knitter, which can make every 
class of ribbed, plain, and fancy socks or stockings; the price 
ranges from / 6 to £9, and the work done is said to be as good 
as hand-knit. They have knitting machines for making jerseys 
and guernseys, which work 180 needles. Day and Co., of 
Blackheath, send specimen plates which have been coated with 
their anti-fouling paint and varnish. The composition is highly 
thought of by those who haye tried it, and it is serviceable for 
fishing craft used on either salt or fresh water. James Pain, of 
St. Mary Axe, E.C., has a stand in which the regulation rockets, 
&c., for signalling are shown. Mr. ‘Thomas, of Whitehall 
Gardens, sends contrivance for accumulating electricity to do 
twenty-four hours’ work on a vessel or buoy, but, of course, the 
system could be applied in other directions. A very clever 
invention is that of Mr. R. Pickwell, of Hull, with reference to 
ships’ compasses. It automatically gives the length of time a 
ship has been kept on any course, the course steered, and all 
changes, the diagram being produced by a ray of either daylight 
or lamplight passing through the compass card on to a prepared 
paper. The Trinity House Corportation exhibit a full-sized 
gas buoy (Pintsch’s patent). It is, in fact, a floating gas-holder, 
the consumption of which is regulated by an apparatus, and 
sufficient gas can be compressed to a pressure of several atmo- 
spheres to give a brilliant light by day and night for three months 
without replenishing. The invention is evidently finding favour, 
as upwards of seventy buoys are in use, and it is said that good 
service has resulted from their adoption at places about the 
Scotch fishing stations. Division IX. includes lifeboats, their 
equipment, and life-saving apparatus of every description. This 
is a particularly interesting portion of the Exhibition, and in- 
cludes all the latest inventions for life-saving work. A very pro- 
minent feature in the gallery—which runs parallel with the Deep 
Sea Fisheries Department—is the full-size coast lifeboat exhibited 
by Messrs. Forrestt and Son, of Limehouse. She is on the 
transporting carriage, and is fitted ready for launching. She has 
been left bright, and would not, perhaps, attract the ordinary 
sightseer for that reason so much as if wearing the world-known 
livery of the National Lifeboat Association. Certainly a splendid 
craft, and when her duty is done at Kensington there is plenty of 
opening for her to undertake a far nobler mission by getting 
stationed at one of the wild, exposed spots which bristle round 
our coasts. We shall continue our remarks on the life-saving 
exhibits in our next. 








RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
WitH DESCRIPTIONS OF ITS FISHERIES. 


By SepGE Wittow. 


No. 5.—FLANDERS WEIR FISHERY. 


HIS, generally spoken of as Digby’s Water, is one of the 
“most noted fisheries on the Lea; the reputation that it has 
obtained is well deserved, and there is no doubt that it holds some 
of the largest fish that are to be found in the river. The right of 
fishing, formerly belonging to Mr. Brasell, is now owned by Mr. 
Humphreys, of Chingford Hall; and, the change having only 
recently taken place, a good deal of inquiry is going on amongst 
the Lea anglers and the adjacent fishery proprietors as to the 
present owner’s intentions. 
A new set of rules has just been printed, and I think I shall 


be giving welcome information Dy placing them before my 
readers. 


RULES OF THE FLANDERS WEIR FISHERY. 


1.—That the number of subscribers be limited to thirty. 

IIl.—That no fishing be allowed on Sundays, and that no subscriber 
or free-ticket holder be allowed to carry a gun in the 
vicinity of the fishery without permission of the owner or 
occupier of the land. 





* All rights reserved. 





II!,—That the subscription be one guinea for the half-year ending — 
the 25th day of September, 1883, which is to be paid by _ 
every subscriber on joining the Fishery, by way of entrance 
fee, after which date the annual subscription is to be two 
guineas, payable in advance, on the 25th September (on 
which date in each year the tickets are to expire), to the 
owner, James Thos, Humphreys, Esq., Chingford Hall, 
Essex. 

IV.—That any person desiring to become a subscriber must be pro- — 
posed and seconded by two members of the Fishery and — 
approved of by the owner. 

V.—The owner of the Fishery is to be allowed to grant not more 
than two annual free tickets, provided the names and 
addresses of the holders are kept at the Fish-house, with 
the list of subscribers, for inspection; and he is also to be 
at liberty to grant free day-tickets during each season. 

V1I.—Each subscriber, on joining the Fishery, to receive annually 
twelve free tickets for the use of his friends, for bottom- 
fishing only, whose names, with the dates, are to te filled 
in and delivered to the keeper, at the Fish-house, before. 


use. 
VII.—That bottom-fishing shall commence on the 16th June, and 
‘ end on the 14th March, and that not more than two rods 
and lines be allowed. ¢ 

VIII,—That spinning for perch shail commence on the first week- day 
in August, and end on the 14th March. ; 

IX.—That any trout taken after the 30th September shall be imme- 

niately returned to the water. 

X.—That jack-fishing shall commence on the rst day of Septem- 
ber, and end on the 14th day of March. That only snap- 
tackle fishing be allowed; and that all jack of less than 
2 1b. weight snall be immediately returned to the water ; 
and that not more than one rod and line shall be allowed in 
jack-fishing, ‘ ; 

XI.—That no night lines or runners shall be allowed. 

XII.—That a copy of the rules, with a list of the subscribers and 
free annual ticket-holders, be hung up in a conspicuous — 
place at the Fish-house. 

XIII.—That each subscriber and free annual ticket-holder shall, on 
election or gift of free ticket, sign a copy of the rules, which 
is to be kept at the Fish-house for that purpose ; and that 
the keeper be instructed not to allow any subscriber or free- 
ticket holder to fish unless he has done so. 

XIV.—That any subscriber or annual free-ticket holder committing a 
breach of any or either of the above rules shall be liable to — 
have his ticket forfeited. ; 

XV.—That every subscriber and free-ticket holder shall use his best 
endeavours to promote the welfare of the Fishery, by 
assisting in every possible way the due observance of the ~ 
above rules. 

As will be seen from the above, Mr. Humphreys, aided by some 
of the oldest subscribers, is endeavouring to make the fishery a — 
very select and exclusive one. Such a fishery is wanted on the 
Lea, but I certainly think the number of members might be in- 
creased to fifty. With’at least four miles of splendid water, there 
is ample accommodation for this number, and the extra forty 
guineas a year obtained by their admission could be laid out to 
great advantage in adding to the stock of fish and providing 
breeding apparatus, &c. Some of the subscribers scarcely see 
the water from one year’s end to the other, and the results of the 
occasional day’s outing that they do indulge in are not calculated 
to make much difference to the quantity of fish in the river. 

The fishery extends from the Tumbling Bay at the upper end 
of Chingford Mill stream to about a hundred yards beyond the 
Lea Valley Road, Ponder’s End, where the remains of a boundary 
post may be seen, dividing the water from Mr. Coventry's; it 
also includes the Mill stream that enters the old river about 500 — 
yards above the Fish-house. 

Mr. Humphreys, although he is not an angler, is sparing no 
pains to make his subscribers comfortable, and has been at con- 
siderable expense in repairing the Fish-house and footbridge : he 
is also having the river staked in those portions that offer facilities 
to the netting fraternity, and under the watchful eye of the new 
keeper, Henry McMullin, there is every prospect of the fishery 
doing well in the future. 

Walking on the side nearest to the navigation river, we start 
from the Tumbling Bay, and find about 250 yards of water of an ~ 
average depth of 12 feet ; the bottom here is covered with weed, — 
but the sides are good, and from the east bank very good chub 
and roach may be taken. There is a nice swim on the west side, 
just where the small island stands in the middle of the stream, — 
and the river bends towards the east; the bottom here is quite 
clean, and there is a good current for a leger. A capital lay-by 
will be noticed close to the ditch, and good perch may frequently 
be found there. 

The river from this point bends round again to the west, and 
from the island thus formed some very good chub-holes may be — 
fished—particularly where a small willow hangs over the stream 
on the east side. The water in this bend varies considerably in 
depth ; just below the footbridge there is, in mid-stream, a hole 
fully 20 feet deep. A capital place for perch lies to the right as 
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we stand looking from the bridge, about 20 yards down stream. 
Looking up stream there is a good stretch of water averaging 
12 feet in depth, and extending nearly straight for 150 yards, 
after which it winds round to the right and becomes weedy for 50 


or 60 yards. The right-hand bank all round this bend is a 
famous harbour for chub and tench, and the weeds are full of 
_ jack. 


Having made these observations from the bridge, we cross to 
the Chingford side. There is a bit of rough water at the tail of 
the weeds, in which are some very fine barbel, and many roach 
fishermen have been broken up just where the ditch comes down 
at right angles to the west bank, this being a much-fancied roach 
swim. 

The river now winds round almost due east, and right opposite 
the back door of the cottage is a deep hole, called the Bream 
Hole. All round this bend to the junction of the Mill stream is 
a beautiful bit of water; under the banks are deep holes that con- 
tain very fine fish, but the cautious and silent-footed angler is the 
only one that stands a chance of getting at them. Just before we 
reach the Mill stream there is a fallen willow that lies half across 
the stream ; above this tree, in mid-stream, is a capital spot for 
barbel, and there is also good harbour for chub. 

The Mill stream winds away to the west, and contains many 
good holes. Roach and dace may be taken in almost any part ; 
there are also some large eels, and a great many barbel and chub. 
There are some trout in the fishery, but they appear to be mostly 
balow the Fish-house, and at the junction of the Mill stream and 
old river. 

From the junction of the Mill stream, just over the awkward 
stile, to the ditch that runs to the eastward isa capital pool for 
pike—one of 12 lb. was taken here last winter. On the opposite 
side of the stream are some trees and a great bunch of willows, 
under which chub may be taken. From the ditch to the cow- 
bridge the river is quite straight, and there are two or three banks 
of reeds where pike are plentiful; some of the best have been 
taken from this spot. 

After leaving the cow-bridge the river winds considerably. 
There are many likely-looking places, but they are difficult to 
fish‘on account ofthe weeds. .Whereea large old tree has fallen 
in the water isa splendid place for chub, but beware of the 
roots—fish and fishing tackle have been lost here over and over 
again. Above this spot is a fine piece of pike water. Just where 
the river winds suddenly to the west there is a lot of tall reeds, 
and at the elbow, or bend, where the water lilies are now in bloom, 


is a certain haunt for them; but again the angler must beware of - 


roots and stumps. 

The next point ofinterest is where a tree lies in the stream. 
Hete is a very good chub hole, and above this another bank of 
reeds, which can only be fished from the west bank. Further on 
is Dead Man’s Hole, where fish of all kinds have been taken; 
the bottom is good, and this is a place that will repay the angler 
who sticks toit. All along the old river the fish are remarkably 
shy, and it is absolutely useless to fish unless you keep well back 
from the bank, and use light, strong running tackle. Whena 
knock does come it is generally a loud one; so, after having 
lighted your pipe and settled down to your work, look out for 
squalls, and be prepared for any emergency. 

Angel Road Station is convenient for one end of the Flanders 
Weir Fishery and Ponder’s End for the other. Chingford, with 
trains every half hour, is also within easy distance. ; 

In reply to the Editor’s query about boiled wheat, I regret to 
inform him that I do not know one kind of wheat from another, 
and am therefore unable to say whether the fish have any pre- 
ference. I have no faith in the musty stuff that is sold for 
chicken’s food at the suburban cornchandlers’ shops, so when I 
require any wheat I beg one of his little sample bags from a 
gentleman at the Corn Exchange in Mark Lane. 

The wheat should be placed in a saucepan of cold water, and 
gently boiled until the grains distend and burst, showing the 
white kernel at the open'ng; if boiled too violently or too long, 
they will break right asunder in the middle, so the pot must be 
watched. A gas-stove isthe most convenient for the purpose, 
because you can regulate your heat to anicety. 

Talways use this bait when I fish near a flour mill, and I have 
rarely failed to obtain good sport withit. If wheat is brought to 
the mill by barges, look out fora swim near the place where they 
unload the sacks, and you will find the roach ‘ mad after it.” 
Select the plumpest grains for your hook, and place them by 
themselves, using the others for groundbait. But in a quiet swim 

very little groundbait is required ; twenty or thirty grains occa- 
sionally will be quite sufficient, and half a pint of wheat will, when 
boiled, be more than enough for a day’s fishing. Keep it ina 
_bag out ofthe sun, and don’t squeeze it, or you will split every 
grain into two pieces. 


(Zo be continued.) 


THE INTERNATIONAL ANGLERS’ 
TOURNAMENT, 


(In AID OF THE ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY), 


HELD AT HENDON, ON MONDAY, JUNE 11. 





[N weather which was anything but June-like the third Anglers’ 
~~ Tournament came off last Monday. A dull, lowering morn- 
Ing, with acold gale of wind, was followed by better weather in 
the afternoon, when the sun put in an appearance now and then. 
As we had anticipated, the selection of Monday proved unwise, 
for the attendance was not much larger than on previous occa- 
sions—the popular half holiday is undoubtedly the day on which 
to catch the crowd. 

But that the affair was a most interesting and successful one 
will not, we think, be questioned by anyone who was present ; 
and of the hundreds who took up their places to view the com- 
mencement the majority remained until after seven o’clock, and 
many until past nine, when the -proceedings were cut short by 
darkness. Undoubtedly the most interesting event was the cast- 
ing by Mr. Reuben Wood, which was watched with the greatest 
interest. It will be seen that Mr. Wood took first prize in both 
the single-handed fly-rod competition and the salmon fiy casting 
competition, though in both competitions he was very closely 
pressed by Mr. Mallock, of Perth. 

The wind was most trying to the fly-casters, now coming ina 
steady, strong gust, and then, after a rest, chopping round a point 
or two, so that it was impossible to make allowances for it. The 
chiec difference in the American and English casting seems to be 
more in the rods and lines than in the method of using them. 
Mr. Wood used a powerful ‘‘ casting” split-cane rod and a very 
heavy winch line—a much heavier winch line, in fact, than is used 
foranything but salmon fly-fishing in this country. Later on Mr. 
Wood very kindly gave an exhibition of his skill with the 5 oz. 
split-cane rod, which was very much appreciated. We had the 
pleasure, a few weeks ago, to take Mr. Wood to Hungerford to 
fish the Kennet, and had ample opportunity to see the wonderful 
manner in which he can make the slim little light-weight rod send 
a great, heavy winch line out over the water. Mr. Wood was 
surprised at the fineness both of the gut and winch line generally 
used in trout fishing in this country; in fact, he says that only on 
the Caledonia river was such tackle ever used in the States. He 
says that a heavy winch line must be used to get the proper work 
out of the split-cane rod. The fly-casting this time took place 
from a platform raised about 2 feet from the water, and not from 
a punt, as was the case last time. This fact and the fact that of 
the weights used in the other competitions not being the same as 
in previous tournaments renders any comparison between them a 
very unprofitable matter. This difference in weight was a con- 
cession made by the committee to the wishes of certain com- 
petitors who, instead of the 1} oz. weight, wished for 2}.0z. As 
others, again, preferred the original weight, a compromise of 2 oz. 
was decided on (including lead trace) for all but the Tenth 
Competition (for Mr. Pugh’s prize), in which a metal weight of 
23 0Z. (without lead on trace) was used. It will be seen that the 
longest casts were made in this Tenth Competition, and, as we 
fully expected, the first rod used with this great weight was soon 
smashed ; it was a clear break of the rod, and not caused, as at 
first supposed, by the joint being loose, the bulge in the ferrule 
being at the end next the butt. The greatest credit is due to Mr. 
Charles Bates, honorary manager of the affair, for the excellent 
and perfect manner in which he had planned out the ground and 
made arrangements generally. Of course he got plenty of 
gratuitous advice as to how things should have been done, in- 
variably from gentlemen who are nothing if not critical, and who 
would never think of giving their time, and labour, and money to 
the thing in the generous way Mr. Bates has done. 

Captain Alfred, Mr. Hatfield, Mr. Ghurney, Mr. Field, Mr. 
Morgan, and other gentlemen all rendered most efficient service 
in their various offices; in fact, it may be said that, from the com- 
mencement (at two o’clock) until the close (at nine), the only 
hitch in the proceedings was now and then when some com- 
petitor got “‘hung-up’’—in some cases rather amusingly; as, for 
instance, when Mr, , instead of keeping the flagstaff in view, 
allowed his eyes to wander, and managed very deftly to put his 
bait round the neck of a fair spectator at forty yards’ distance. 
We must not omit to refer to Mr. Mallock’s casting with the trout 
and salmon rod. It was very good indeed; in fact, a glance at 
his record of 27 yards, with single-handed fly rod—only half a yard 
behind Mr. Wood—will prove his skill in long casting; and his 
casting for the prize for accuracy and lightness was equally good. 
We heard many expressions of disappointment that Mr. A. J. Little 
did not compete this time. He would certainly have carried all 
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before him if his records with a lighter weight are compared 
with those of this Tournament. Mr. Powell, in the amateur 
Thames style, made some fine casts, his 54 yards being the same 
as that thrown by Andrews in the professionals’ match in Thames 
style. Mr. Powell’s throws for accuracy were also very good. Our 
old friend, Mr. Foster, of Caythorpe-on-Trent, made the best 
cast from the reel—45 yards—though Ned Andrews, a Thames 
man, was only one yard behind him. In the Tenth Competition, 
with 23-oz. metal fish, those who were judging had a lively 
time of it; it was getting too dark to watch the flight of the pro- 
jectile, which often came down with a thud unpleasantly close to 
one’s head. 

On behalf of the committee and anglers generally, we have to 
thank Mr. Warner for his kindness in lending the inclosed gun- 
club ground for the other arrangements, and in giving as 
prizes another £5 worth of fishing tickets for his capital fishery. 


LIST OF PRIZE WINNERS, WITH DISTANCES CAST. 


FIRST COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH SINGLE-HANDED 
FLY-ROD. 


Three Prizes. 
tst Prize.—Reuben Wood (of Syracuse, 


(Wisse ~ : 27% yards. 
and Prize.—Mallock a ie Ah ee 
3rd Prize.—Baker me = re ae 


SECOND COMPETITION. 

AMATEUR COMPETITION, WITH SINGLE-HANDED FLY-ROD, IN 
THROWING FLY WITH GREATEST ACCURACY AND LIGHTNESS 
UNDER BUSHES. 

Two Prizes. 
1st Prize.—Mallock. 
and Prize.—Marston. 


THIRD COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR FLY-CASTING COMPETITION WITH DOUBLE-HANDED 
TROUT FLY-ROD. 
Two Prizes. 


1st Prize.—Mallock 


: 35 yards. 
2nd Prize.x—Reuben Wood 


343» 


FOURTH: COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR FLY-CASTING WITH SALMON RoD. 


Two Prizes. 
1st Prize.—Reuben Wood 36 yards. 
2nd Prize.—Mallock 4°; ae et BS 





FIFTH COMPETITION. 
AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES SIYLE, 
Three Prizes. 


1st Prize.—Powell 54 yards. 
2nd Prize.—Simpson HONE 555 
3rd Prize,—Aldis. . 403 4, 





SIXTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN NOTTINGHAM 
STYLE. 
Three Prizes. 


ist Prize.—Slater.. ¥ 2. 37 yards. 
2nd Prize.—Hobden ¥ he Re 3 On os; 
36 


3rd Prize,—~Martin 3 


SEVENTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION (open to Thames and Nottingham style) in 
casting towards a fixed mark. The angler casting the bait nearest 
to the mark to take first prize ; the next best cast made by another 
angler the second; and the third best cast by another angler to get 
the third prize. 


Three Prizes. 


1st Prize.— Powell. 
2nd Prize,—Slater. 
3rd Prize.—Chambers. 


EIGHTH COMPETITION. 
PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING IN THE THAMES 


STYLE: 
Two Prizes. 
1st Prize.—Andrews BG e .. 54 yards. 
2nd Prize,—Wilder Sit bE Sopa Mice 
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NINTH COMPETITION. 


PROFESSIONAL COMPETITION IN CASTING FROM REEL IN 
NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 





Two Prizes. 


1st Prize.—Foster .. 


i 45 yards. 
2nd Prize.—Andrews 


Ac ss 


TENTH COMPETITION. 


AMATEUR COMPETITION in casting in the Thames style, each com- 
petitor to use the same rod, line, winch, and weight. 


Three prizes. 


Ist Prize.—Caborn (Handsome pike rod 
given by Mr. Pugh, Friendly 


Anglers) 61 yards. 
2nd Prize.x—Hobden . Come 
3rd Prize.—Plumpton 50% 8 


There was not time for more than these ten competitions, and 
those who had entered for Nos. eleven and twelve and the special 
competition for Mr. L. Andrews’ rod very kindly gave the money 
to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. 

Nothing has so widely advertised this excellent and 
useful society so much as these tournaments, and this 
must not be forgotten in considering the result, which we 
believe will be better this year than it has yet been. Another 
year we hope a Saturday afternoon will be chosen, and then, 
with less time allowed to each competitor and a shorter list of 
competitions, everything could be got through comfortably in five 
orsix hours. Among the visitors we noticed Mr. Goode, the 
United States Commissioner, with his colleague in the Deep Sea 
Department, Mr. Earl. 


Also Baron Paul Tcherkassoff, Russian — 


Commissioner to the Exhibition, and a most enthusiastic angler, 


who has kindly promised us some articles on Russian methods of 
angling, fish suffocated in frozen lakes, &c.; Mr. H. Ffennell, of 
Land and Water, Mr. Geen, Mr. Lemann, Mr. Wheatstone, 
Mr. Gregory, of Birmingham, the ‘‘ Trent Otter,” Mr. Slater, of 
Newark, Mr. Bullock, of Derby, Mr. Temple, Mr. Murphy, Mr. 
Yarde, Mr. R. B. Marston, Mr. Birch, Mr. Parker, and many 
others whose names escape us at the moment. Several well- 
known faces were missing. Mr. Spreckley was unfortunately ill, 
and Messrs. Senior, Brougham, and Wheeldon were unable to 
attend. 


MR. GEEN’S COMPETITION. 


DurRInG the afternoon, Mr. Geen got up alittle competition apart . 


from the main affair, and he writes as follows respecting it :— 

DEAR MR. MARSTON,—I quite forgot the figures of the competition 
for my 21s. and Mr, Little’s 10s. 6d. The greatest number of points 
in three throws. 


Yards Total yards. 

Gregory 24 27 30 oe 81 
Martin 33 ey) 40 110 
Plummer .. 34 30 44 114 
Foster. 5e 42 41 303 119 
Hobden .. a 39 46 42h 1273 
Slater ie oe 42 48 514 141} 

Slater won first. 

Hoben second. 

All throws from the winch, 2} oz. weight. 
J am trying that trout. : 
: Yours truly, 
P, GEEN. 


About four o’clock Mr. R. W. Goodden, photographer, of — 


Putney, took two capital photographs of most of the competitors, 
including also many of the spectators. 
amateur and professional fishermen are here depicted, the por- 
traits in nearly every case being admirable. The picture is done 
in two sizes ; but we strongly advise those who think of getting 
one to have a large one, size 15 inches by 12, on a mount 24 by 


Some fifty well-known — 


18, price 4s. 6d.; the other size is 8 by 6, on a mount 14 by Io, © 


and the price is 2s. 6d. For the convenience of anglers we have 
arranged with Mr. Goodden to keep copies of each size in stock: 
They can be had by calling at our offices, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, 
or by sending zs: 8d. in stamps for the small size (the other is 
too large for post.) We hope to make a little profit out of the 


sale of these pictures, which will go to the Anglers’ Benevolent — 


Society. The pictures can, of course, also be had direct from 
Mr. Goodden. Every one of the originals of the hundred or more 
portraits in this group ought to have a copy. 





A PRIEST asked a condemned criminal in a Paris jail, ‘‘ What kind 
of a conscience have you?” ‘It’s as good as new,” replied the 
prisoner, ‘‘ for I have never used it.” 
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AMERICAN FISH GLUE. 


E last week referred, in our notice of the Sea Fisheries 
Department, to the celebrated American fish glues. The 
chief novelty and value of the glue exhibit is that it includes a 
liquid glue made, not as in the old way with acids, but by an 
entirely new process, invented by Mr. Le Page in 1876, by which 
the qualities of the glue are preserved for any length of time in 
any climate, it being entirely free from injurious acids, and conse- 
quently free from the*chemical re-action which invariably takes 
place in glues prepared by means of acids. As aninstance of the 
value and strength of this liquid glue, we may mention the fact 
that the best quality, called the Russia belting cement, is rapidly 
taking the place of the best Russia isinglass in the manufacture 
of the leather driving straps or belts used in driving machinery 
in mills and factories ; and also that in the Mason and Hamlin 
organ recently made for her Majesty the Queen, all the interior 
glued work was done with Le Page’s carriage glue. Our readers 
may remember that the manner in which American split-cane rods 
resist the action of heat and moisture was longa wonder to English 
makers of rods, who used ordinary cattle glue. It appears the 
Americans use this liquid fish glue, and we are glad to say it is 
being rapidly taken up here for use in the manufacture of rods, 
especially in putting the ferrules on. Its great advantage is that it is 
always strony, always good, and always ready for use ata 
moment’s notice. Our readers should make a point of examin- 
ing the exhibit of the Russia Cement Company, in the United 
States Department; this company is said to be the largest manu- 
facturers of fish gluein the world, and we venture to predict that 
their goods, when known here, will have an immense sale. 


occas iene eee nl 


IMPORTANT THAMES FISHERY CONVICTIONS. 


Two cases of laying night lines in the tidal waters, which were 
decided by the Brentford Bench on Saturday last, were regarded as 
of no ordinary importance in the protection and preservation of that 
portion of the Thames fishery, in consequence of the offences having 
been committed by two of the professional netsmen. ‘The result will 
be received with much satisfaction by all interested in fishing pursuits, 
on sportsmanlike principles. 

The first case was that of George Pearce, on information laid by 
Sergeant Fielder, of the Brentford police, and this case was of the 
greater importance on account of the river having received the 
assistance of the police in putting a stop to illegal fishing. 

The evidence of Sergeant Fielder was clear and intelligible. He 
swore distinctly that he saw the defendant take up several eel lines 
laid across the river with bricks at each end, and containing a number 
of hooks, some of which had eels on them, which Pearce removed 
and put into his boat, and he was only the distance of two empty 
‘ barges fromhim. The offence took place at Brentford, some distance 
above Kew Bridge. 

A policeman who was with Sergeant Fielder corroborated his 
evidence. 

The defence set up by the defendant was that he was using his 


grapnel irons to recover a lost anchor, both of which were produced, 


the latter having more the appearance of a pickaxe. He denied 
taking up eel lines, and stated the policemen were 200 yards away. 
Pearce asserted that Sergeant Fielder had a spite against him, 
because, a short time back, he wanted him to give him some eels, 
which he refused to do. ‘ 

‘Sergeant Fielder was again called, and, in addition to a complete 
comfirmation of seeing the lines taken up with eels on them, and 
the distance being only the width of a couple of barges, he added 
it was untrue as to his asking for some eels; instead of that, he had 
cautioned Pearce against laying eel lines. 

The Bench considered the case most satisfactorily proved, and 
being the first offence, fined the defendant in the sum of forty 
shillings and costs, or one month’s imprisonment. 

The second case was that of Henry Pearce, upon information laid 
by head river-keeper Alfred Thompson, of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, and his assistant river-keeper George Mires. 

Head river-keeper Alfred Thompson proved that he saw the 
defendant taking up a night line at Syon Reach, Isleworth, the line 
being full of hooks baited with small fish, with a brick at each end. 
He seized the line, which was produced. 

Assistant river keeper, George Mires, gave confirmatory evidence. 

The defence was that he had taken up the line below Kew Bridge, 
and that he had gone up the river to clearit; but the defendant 
failed to shake the testimony of the river-keepers. 

The defendant not having been previously before the magistrates, 
the Bench inflicted the fine of forty shillings and costs, or one 
month’s imprisonment, and ordered the line to be burnt. 
- Henry Pearce applied for the restoration of the line, and on being 
refused by the Bench, said “‘ he had half-a-dozen more at home which 
he would send up to be used at Twickenham and Teddington.” 

_ The following is the by-law under which these convictions were 
made, and with the above decisions must set at rest the opinion of 
some of the professional fishermen that they have a right to lay night 
lines in any portion of the tidal waters :—*‘ It shall not be lawful for 
any person to lay night hooks or night lines of any description 
whatever, between the ‘City Stone,’ at Staines, and Kew Bridge; 
and any person laying fixed lines of hooks by night or day (commonly 
called night lines), or taking, or attempting to take, eels or fish of 


any description by such means, shall be deemed as committing a 
breach of this by-law.” 

Mr. Hickson Briggs, solicitor to the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, prosecuted in both cases. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS, 
By wlae bs 


MR. HOOLE is working very hard getting his privileged tickets out, 
and every post brings him a number of fresh orders. It is confidently 
anticipated that the number of tickets issued during the first month 
of the season will exceed that issued, during the whole of last year. 

I rowed over the Welsh Harp water one day last week and mar- 
velled much at the quantity of fish priming about in all directions, or 
basking among the weedy shallows, There were a few men fishing, 
but, I am pleased to say, with very indifferent success. 

The London clubmen, whatever may be their shortcomings in some 
respect, deserve a word of praise for the way in which they have 
observed the provisions of the Freshwater Fisheries Act. Of course 
there is to be found here and there a weak-kneed member who would 
not mind taking full spawning or spent fish ; but what he can’t standis 
the unmistakably plainly-expressed contempt of his brother members. 

The monthly meeting of the West Central Association of London 
and Provincial Angling Societies takes place this (Friday) evening at 
the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street. A rare muster 
of anglers is anticipated. 

Don't forget Mr. Hobden’s reading at the Hampstead Anglers on 
Tuesday evening, the Igth inst., chair taken at nine o’clock sharp. 
The club house is at the Cock and Crown Tavern, and handy for’bus 
aud rail. 

Are there or are there not large numbers of fish in the river Lea? 
I know a number of first-rate rodsters who speak of it continually as 
being depleted, who are incessantly urging the necessit 7 of re-stock- 
ing it by the costly process of purchasing quantities of fair-sized fish, 
either from abroad or East Anglia. On the other hand, some of the 
best living authorities, from Mr. Wheeldon downwards, tell us the 
Lea is full of good fish. 

That the roach have become exceedingly sharp and educated 
beyond those in any other river in the United Kingdom I firmly 
believe; that there are plenty there, however, only needs the evidence 
of one’s senses, as anyone may satisfy themselves by taking a stroll 
along the banks early on a warm, sunshiny morning. ut, for the 
sake of argument, granting that the alarmists are right, and that the 
Lea is depleted—almost fishless—how do our friends account for it ? 
It’s all rubbish to repeat the parrot cry aboit being overfished. A 
river where a rigorously enforced fence season is observed, the com- 
parative purity of whose water is proved by the admitted increase of 
trout, boasting several resident and non-resident bailiffs, besides 
lockkeepers, all working together harmoniously with the Metropolitan 
and rural police, to whose agency they each year owe several convic- 
tions, is not likely to become depleted by rod and line fishing, which 
is only extraordinary one day out of seven, and that the least good 
for successful angling, owirg to the mills being stopped and the flow 
of the water considerably lessened. Asit stands at present, the whole 
thing seems incomprehensible, and there are plenty besides myself 
who will ask the question, Is the present system of Lea preservation 
the best and most efficient one, and if not, why not make it so? Our 
friends at the East Central Committee, who have the whole manage- 
of the Lea preservation, and at whose meetings the honorary bailiffs 
assist, should inaugurate such a movement, and providing it really is 
what is wanted, expend a portion of the handsome ba!ances they 
show at each year’s end in carrying it out. Nota doubt but the West 
Central Association and the Central would readily assist with funds ; 
and then are there not hundreds of non-club members wno fish 
Walton’s favourite water, and who, if properly approached, would 
gladly give something towards its more efficient preservation ? This 
is done on the Thames, Yare, and, indeed, on almost every free river 
in England where there is any organised attempt at preservation; and 
why, in the name of common sense, has the Lea so long been, and 
why should it continue to be, an exception to so fairarule? Nowa 
portion of the London clubmen have to bear the whole brunt of pre- 
servation of ariver free to the general public. 

I trust not a syllable I have written wiil be taken as detracting from 
the work done by the gentlemen who have been, and are still, cons 
nected with the work of preservation on this river. Nothing is further 
from my wish, and, indeed, I feel sure they will be among the fore- 
most to assist us in the inquiry as to whether the present system is 
the best, and if not, in inaugurating a better. 

[We should like to ask L. B, if any London clubs will, during the 
next month or six weeks, forbid their members to take or weigh-in 
‘‘full spawning or spent fish,”? and, if not, why not? Our opinion 
about the Lea is that the des/ fish feed at night, and @/7 get as much 
food in the shape of ground bait as they can eat.—ED. ] 








A RATHER novel competition among the members of the Dundee 
Working Men’s Angling Club has just taken place. The prizes con- 
sisted of a pair of gold earrings and two silver brooches, presented by 
members, and the conditions were that competitors be accompanied 
by a lady friend, who was at liberty to fish. Twenty-six male and 
female Waltonians set out for Crathie Brig, on the Isla, which was 
reached about four o’clock. The water was in fine ply, but poor 
baskets were obtained—in fact, some ofthe ladies put their lords and 
masters to shame, as two of them carried off prizes. The following 
were the prize-takers :—Ist (pair gold earrings) Thos. Paton; 2nd 
(silver brooch), Mrs. John Ross; 3rd (silver brooch), Mrs. Alex. 
Stephen.. 
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MID-THAMES. 
(RETROSPECTIVE AND PROSPECTIVE.) 
‘‘ There, see the sun both rise and set ; 
There bid good morning to next day; 
There meditate my time away, 
And angle on.”’ —WALTON. 


By the time this note is before my confrére of the rod, the all-round season 
of 1883-4 will have been born. Let me sincerely trust that as it grows day by 
day its sportive proclivities will proportionat ely develop, and that when just in 
its prime its foster mother, the Thames, will not ruthlessly drown it as she did 
her last one. The past season can hardly be called a successful one, and the 
latter portion was entirely marked by a succession of cruel floods, so that when 
the fence time arrived anglers seemed really glad of it, and could not exclaim, 
“‘ Saying good-bye is such sweet sorrow, that we could say good-bye until to- 
morrow.’’ The Windsor waters have yielded up a fine basket of fish during the 
past coarse season, and during the present trouting one jack up to 14 Ib., 
barbel of 8 lb. and g lb, and trout up to 8} lb, having been had. 
I hear excellent reports of the prospect of sport in these waters amid 
barbe] andchub. In the Boveney waters many a fine trout still resides 
despite the efforts of toilers and spinners, and in the fishery above 
Surly Hall is located a grand beauty, and anglers may take my ise 
dwit for it that he that braves the tigress in her lair, and attempts 
to kill her, will finda foeman worthy his steel; but stay, the beauty is attended 
bya dog-fish, which when it sees his mistress in trouble is apt to bite the gut. 
So finnyans beware. Monkey Island waters are teeming with barbel, chub and 
roach, and the same may be said of the Maidenhead district. Harry Wilder, 
the “ Kingfisher ’’ of the Thames, tells me has already had over 60 takeable 
trout this season, and that during the ‘* whole of his professional career ’’ (over 
50 years) he never knew the Thames se full of the spotted ‘‘ crathurs.”” Marlow 
is at the top of the tree in Mid-Thames with a jack 27} 1b.; the fish now adorns 
the walls of friend Langley’s bar at ‘*‘ The Crown,’’ and although hardly a 
thing of beauty, will be a joy for ever, and be instrumental in the shedding 
many a ‘‘tear.’’?” In the Marlow waters during the past fortnight some 30 
takeable trout have been had by divers piscators, the worthy Dr. Shone having 
outshone the lot by taking an 8-pounder with the ‘‘pearl’’ fy. At Hambledon 
Mr. Sturges has had a trout going 1251b. This is the best, I think, so far, in 
my district, over which I try to keep an Argus eye. The Hambledon 
and Marsh waters are alive with barbel; so remember this ye early birds, 
and do not fail to provide yourselves with worms when a fisbing ye do go ia 
these waters The river is very bright, but the weather and waterside surround - 
ings are most enjoyable. Sodown you come, ye pole stars, nolens volens, and 
that good luck attend you one and all is the wish of —MARtow Buzz. 


Ancholme, 

Owing to long-continued diought, I have done nothing at trout-fishing 
during.the past week. Heavy thunderstorms took place in the neighbour 
hood on Saturday Jast, but they did not reachthe waters I fish. The green and 
grey drakes are still plentiful. Ishall probably visit the main river on the 
opening day.—THOMAS Forb, 


Chichester. 


With grand angling weather, the opening of the coarse fish season is here 
anxiously Jooked forward to. Some fine fish are to be seen disporting in the 
canal near Donnington, but Selham will be the great rendezvous of Cicesterian 
piscatorials—the glowing accounts and the pleasurable trip making all eager 
to commenee operations. Intending visitors should some days previously book 
their beds at Willison’s, or arriving overnight, may find their lodging on the 
cold, cold ground. Lively recollections of a fullhouse. Three in a bed in the 
warm season render these remarks pardonable in an angling notice. Some good 
sport has been found in the harbour, Ned Weir landing some fair bass and 
smelt. I trust next week to have a good account to render of the week’s doings. 
Wishing all success to the opening, and favourable weather.—GrorGE F. 
SALTER, . 

Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

There is no improvement in the river y.t for fishing—is is very small and 
bright. On the oth, Mr. Dobson, 6 brace; Mr. J. Stott, 8 brace, with worm 
up stream. On the 13th, Mr. T. Gray, 51b.; E. A. Maling, to 1b ; C: 
Smart, 34 brace, with worm, up stream.—A. GLAss. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


More charming weather could not be desired than that which has favoured 
anglers for the past month, albeit the solar rays have occasionally been some- 





what oppressive. Trout havebeen rising well all the week, and some very good 
bags have been made, especially in the evening after the setting of the sun. 


Grayling have also been rising freely as well as trout to the green drake, but 


when caught have been thrown back. The opening of the coarse fishing season 
commences on Saturday next, when I hope anglers will have good sport.— 
WHEATSHEAF HoTeEn. 


Dove. 


At last we have the May-fly out on the water in force. There have been a 
large number of rodsters out during the week, and as the trout have been rising 
well, heavy baskets of fish have been taken. However, I fancy sport would 
improve a trifle were not the river so fine and low. We really require rain. 
The bed of the stream isquite dry in many places, and as for vegetation, it is 
quite parched up. I certainly never remember a drier May and June than we 
have had this year. Dibbing with the horse-fly under bushes is being 
followed with success, but minnow and worm fishing still continue a com- 
parative blank on account of the low and gin-like condition of the water. The 
season for coarse fish opens to-day (Saturday), and there are certain to be a 
great number of piscators out. Every year angling appears to be getting 
increasedly popular, and the number of new Clubs being started is quite 
remarkable. Te trout dishes during the week on the preserved lengths have 
averaged seven brace per rod.—THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite)- 


In the Carlisle Association water on Friday night Mr. Routledge took eleven 
trout with the worm; Mr. Rudd eight with worm and the same night Mr. 
Parkins ten with bustard, the same night Mr, Bowman seventeen with 
bustard and Sam Bird*ten, On Saturday night Mr. Sutton and friend staying 
at the Red Lion Hotel got with the bustard 15 1b., on Monday night, the same 
gentlemen got 71b. Canon Whitmore, Wm. Stephenson, and Sam Bird each 
adozen, The river is still low.—SKIDDAw, 


Eden (Carlisle). 


There is very little in the shape of angling except night fishing. 
fessionals are out nearly every night, but their takes are as a rule small, 4to 
8lbs. Still if they can average 6 lbs. at 1od per lb., it is a good day’s wage for 
them. I hear trout are not taking the clear water worm at all well. The 
weather has not been hot enough as yet. ‘The-creeper would be more deadly, 


but they are now extremely hard to find. There was a paragraph in the Carvlisle» 


Fournal of Tuesday, reporting wholesale poisoning in the river Calder, and 
shackle netting in the Eden below Carlisle. 
this is a gross exaggeration, the fact being that onenighta portion of the Eden was 


netted, and into two small pools in the Caider chloride of lime was thrown, - 


and a few pounds of trouf taken out. Both of these occurrences were very soon 
known to the river Bailiffs. The poisoners happened to be stupid enough to 
steal their lime, and are now committed to the sessions for trial, and the very 
night after the netting business the Bailiffs were on the watch for a repetition 
of it. It is a pity that such reports are made public, as they interfere with the 
watchers’ plans. I suppose some enthusiastic angler thought he would 
“stir up’? the Bailiffs, and found a ready listener in the ‘ active and in- 
telligent’’ reporter, and thus gave a ‘‘ stab in the dark”’ to a set of men who 
are anxiously trying to do their duty in the way of poaching prevention.— 
SILVER GREY. 
Exe (Tiverton). 

The river is gradually getting lower every day. There is iittle or no chance 
of any sport, except of a dull day. In the evenings now at dusk fish are sporting 
very well to the fein web, black ant, coachman, and blue upright.— Wm. 
MUDFORD. 

ilfracombe. 

Streams are low; trout and eel very plentiful, Sea fishing boats, with their 
pleasure parties, are bringing in some good strings of fish, On Friday they had 
some good sport among the bream and captured several; also some large whit- 
ing and pollack. There has been a quantity of large fish, such as cod, ling, and 
skate, caught at the Spillers, which they haul twice aday. The trawlers have 
brought up from the bay more soles, plaice, thornback, &c., this week than 
they have for the season. It is quite a sight of an evening to see the rocks from 
the Capstone, Hollow Path, and Compass Hill dotted with amateur fishermen 
eagerly baiting their hooks, as the fish is very plentiful along the shore, and 
some good baskets of whiting, pollack, &c., have been the result of their 
evening’s work, The pier head and jetty is also a favourite resort for rod and 
hand-line fishing, and some good sport is had there. Lobsters are very plentiful, 
both from the holes and pots. A line was set cutside the harbour, and a lot of 
soles, flukes, prawns, and mullet were caught. Weather at present very fine. 
—E. CoMER. 

Lakes of Killarney, 

Weather beautifully fine, though not suitable for angling. Wind due north. 
June 6, T. M‘Carthy, two salmon, 24 lb., and one peal, 55]b ; E. Cournane, 
five peal, 20lb.; D. Hayes, one salmon, Iolb.; R. W. Scully, Esq., 3 dozen 
tiout. June 7th, R. W. Scully, Esq., 34 dozen trout, and one peal, 6}1b., on 
trout-fly ; I. M‘Carthy, two peal, Iolb., and one brown trout, 43 1b.; Jerry 
Robert, two salmon, 25 1b. ; Lord Derby, one salmon, 8 lb. ; Sub-Inspector 
Creane, one salmon, 14}1b., on the Laune; C. M‘Carthy, two peal, 81b.; 
M. Thornton, two salmon, 231b.; Tom Elliott, one salmon, 9 lb. ; Major 
Spaight, 2} dozen trout, on the Laune, some 21b. in weight; Mr. S. Mullvany, 
2 dozen trout, all pretty large size.—TimorHy M‘CaArrTuy, , 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The fishing opened here on Friday night, when no doubt a large number of 
the lovers of the gentle art started early, in fact as soon as it struck midnight. 
The water was very thick at the early part of the week, but cleared down 
nicely by Thursday night. 
for opening day. The season promises to bea good one. The local society 
have decided to stock the Ballast Pit with trout so as to provide fishing all the 
year.—YE MEDWAY WATER Rat, 


Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 

Owing to the lung spell of dry weather river and lough have come down very 
low. Consequently, the angling has fallen off this week. The best catches were 
on the 11th inst., Messrs. Vetos, four salmon, Mr. Turner, three salmon. On 
the 12th, Mr. Turner, three salmon, Mr. Vetos, three salmon. On the 13th, 
Mr. Vetos, two salmon, and Mr. Atkinson, two salmon. Plenty of salmon on 
river and lough. Poor angling weather. We want a change badly .—FRANK 
HEARNS. ; 


The pro- 
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Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


Fishing again commences here on the 15th inst., with hopes of as good sport 
as of last year. The keeper gives a first-class account of fence months, some 
great quantities of fish being seen. A very fine specimen of bream from these 
rivers is to be seen in the exhibition. It will be remembered that last year 
these waters were in the hands of a London society, but now they are open to 
subscribers at one guinea per season.—THOMAS ELLIOTT. 


South Welsh Rivers (Cardiff.) 


Waters abnormally low and clear, and sport rather quiet. 
very badly to freshen up the streams.—HORNCASTLE, 
~ 


Thames (Datchet). 


The weather for the last week or two has been all that could be desired. 
The few trout-fishers have not had much to grumble at. Mr. Lock, Hi gh- 
street, Eton, on May 25th, caught a fish in water at Oakley Reach, which 
weighed 4} lbs ; on June 11th another in Boveney Weir weighing 5lbs. Mr. 
Bambridge on May 24th, at Windsor Bridge, caught one 4}1bs. On June 3rd 


Rain wanted 


‘a very fine fish weighing 7} 1b., was caught by aman named Bentley, at the 


terminus of the Fleet, Old Windsor. On June 7th, Mr. Pritchard, of Old Wind- 
sor, caught a 5 lbs. fish, above the Weir. It has been my good luck to catch 
six since I wrote last, two of which weighed 3 lbs. each, a third 23 lbs. ;_ two 
small ones Ireturned. On the roth of June [ caught a handsome fish which 
just turned the scale of 5 lbs.—G. L. 


Thames (Oxford). 


The first trout of the season was caught at Medley Lock by Mr. Herbert on 
Monday week, with an artificial minnow, and when brought t» book proved to 
be a well-made fish of 1$.1b. ; later on in the day a Queen’s man also landed 
another of about 14 1b.,, and in a most sportsmanlike spirit at once restored it ; 
later in the evening Mr. Geo. Simms was smashed up by a much larger fish, 
owing to some defect in the trace. Several people have been trying in the spots 
I mentioned last week, but nothing, as far as I have heard, has rewarded their 
efforts. On Tuesday evening Mr. Simms, who was again at Medley, was 
assaulted and grossly abused by the water bailiff for catching a bleak to spin 
with. I believe it is intended to treat this knowing gentleman with a sum- 
mons by way of teaching him civility. 


[Received too late for last week.—Ep. 


Oxford is suffering from the trout mania. Nota fish jumps butit is at on 
put down as a salmo incomprehensibilis, and although there are plenty of other 
places, Medley Weir is the favourite resort, weere fishing is carried on in 
sections of fours, much entanglement of lines, and cursory remarks thereon 
being the result. Although I have been spinning most perseveringly every day 
for the last three weeks, my success has not been all that I could desire, as I 
have only had hold of one fish, which went off with a fight of hooks. I am 
daily expecting a pressing invitation from the Mayor, to come and see him at 
the City Court for catching bleak in fence months. On the 9th a nice little fish 
of 1¢1b. was taken by Mr. Herbert at Medley Lock, another of about 14 1b. was 
also caught by a Varsity man, whoreturned it as not up to his standard. Such 
a sportsmanlike act deserves great praise, for there are few men who would care 
to part with such a rare fish. Mr. Blagrave, who was using a natural minnow 
in the City bathing place on the 17th, got fast at his first cast to a 
five-pounder ; but even after he had got the fish under control, the steep banks 
prevented his handling it, and after three attempts to 1:nd it with a minnow 
net had been made, it suddenly plunged and snapped the trace; but was re- 
covered off the Scours by the keeper, who at once gave it up to its owner. 
A prettier fish, both in regard to shape and marking, I have never seen.— 
CHERWELL OTTER. 


Thames (Walton.) 


The most fastidious could not wish the water to be in better condition than 
it is now. Will it remain so till the 16th ? is the question, Fish may expect a 
general onslaught to commence on Saturday. Old fishermen look wise about 
the weather as usual. We must hope, however, that they are not more in- 
fallible than old “salts.” The trout continue to move, but absolutely un- 
noticed by anglers.—OLpD Swan. 


Torridge (Torrington). 
River in fine order for fly fishing after the heavy rain yesterday. Many lots 


of trout have been taken this week with the fly and smallest size Devon 


minnow, some few with worm and gentle. I heard of one trout taken with the 
The black flies have been swarming and the fish are sporting 
well in the evenings.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 

The river is now getting fine, after being thick all this week with the heavy 
rain that fell on Saturday last. Quantities of eels have been taken, and 
several good baskets of trout with the worm, minnow, and fly. Lots of peel 
and salmon up, but the water is rather low to get much sport. We are having 
beautiful summer weather.—PracricaL ANGLER. 


Trent (Higher Waters). 

A few more salmon have fallen to anglers on this water during the Jast few 
days. Three have been caught by Mr. Brown, of Derby, and another of 20 lb. 
was captured by a Nottingham angler. There are a good many fish in the 
river, and more might be taken by the anglers of the locality were the condie 
tions under which they have to fish a little less severe or oppressive Anglersas 
a rule are not adepts at the art, and consequently the heavy expense of licence, 
privilege, &c., acts as a deterrent to very many who otherwise would pursue the 
sport. I fancy if the authorities would for a time exercise a wise leniency in the 
treatment of those who had an inclination that way, the value of the fishing 
would be very much enhanced by the greater success of those who tried. The 
value of Trent salmon lost to the locality under present arrangements is con- 


siderable, —Limpus. 
Trent (Newark.) 


By the time this is in the hands of our readers the glorious 16th will be upon 
us, and scores of humble bottom fisher, will be again hard atit. The Trent is 
very low, and the waterisa sort of a nasty pea green colour, no doubt owing to 
the grass and weeds being cut down in the drains running into the river, and 
also on the banks of the river itself; but, however, in my humble opinion, we 
are in for a capital fishing season, bar accidents. The biggest bulk of our 
coarse fish have got over their domestic troubles, with the exception of bream, 
and perchance a few roach; but, still, I should advise anglers to give 
roach, bream, chub, barbel, &c., another few weeks’ rest, for they 
are yet in very bad condition.. The cad bait will be the very best 
bait an angler can use just now for dace fishing down the streams, 
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These fish have been in good condition now these three weeks, and taking the 
natural fly ina very tempting manner, The angler will find the dace on the 
shallow streams just now, and a cad bait on a No. 9 hook should render an 
account of them. Eels and flounders are also in good condition, and can be 
got with tail-end of lob worm, fishing down a nice slow stream under a row of 
bushes, or in a quiet eddy, providing there is a nice clean sandy bottom to the 
swim (Choose a swim about 4 or § feet deep for these fish, if. possible.) I 
notice to-day myriads of small fry on the shallows close to the side. Prospects 
at present very good ; dace, eels, and flounders at present; let roach, chub, 
barbel, &c., have a little more rest, says—THE TRENT OTTER, 


Tweed and Teviot- 


For some weeks, in consequence of cold, dry weather, the rivers in this 
district have yielded but poor sport. A decided improvement has, however, 
been experienced within the past ten days, and excellent trout fishing has been 
enjoyed both on the Tweed and its chief tributaries. There is nothing note- 
worthy regarding the salmon fishing, except the fact that within the past fort- 
night two grilsa have been captured in the Spronston district, the advent of 
these fish here being about a month earlier than usual. Some very heavy 
baske.s of trout are reported this week. On Monday week Dr. Johnson, 
London, who has had excellent sport of late on both Tweed and Teviot, killed 
17 lb. of trout. Dr. Mackenzie and Mc. Johnston, Kelso, at Rutherford on 
Wednesday had 24 lb, between them. Yesterday week Mr. James Wright, 
Spronston, and his son had 22 Ib. of trout, killed by means of worm and fly. 
The take included some fine large trout, weighing up to 2 lb. each. Mr. J. O. 
Wilson, on Tweed, on Monday week, had a trout of 1} lb. Several good 
baskets have also been obtained on the Makerston water by Mr. Roughhead. 
During the week Mr. Robertson, Kelso, killed 5 1b. of trouf on the Teviot; 
and on the Eden a basket scaling 6} lb. was got. Yesterday on the Hender- 
syde water Mr. James Kerss killed a beautiful clean run salmon of 12 1b. On 
the Kale on Monday Mr. R. Newton had 8 Ib. of trout, and on the Tweed the 
same day a basket of 5 lb. was killed. Mr. H. James, on the Teviot, on 
Monday got 6 Ib. of very nice trout. Owing to the,smallness of the rivers, 
trout are getting very shy, and arattling good flood is much needed. These 
baskets were all caught during the day. The weather continues too cold for 
successful night fishing. Berwick, Tweed net Salmon Fishing.—The catches 
at these fishings show an improvement this week, and are rather better than 
for the past fortnight. Salmon and trout are not appearing in such large 
numbers as might be expected, but grilse are fairly}numerous. To-day’s prices 
are :—Salmoa, ts. 5d ; grilse and trout, Is. 3d. perlb. For the correspond- 
ing day last year :—Salmon, Is. 2d.; trout, Is. per 1b, -MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 


Witham and Drains. 


The season in this locality openson Saturday. A good many visitors are 
expected all along the line (railway I mean), for special trains are annouaced 
for Monday, and many of those coming will take advantage of the privilege of 
dropping down by the late trains on Saturday. So far as it is possible to judge 
from indications, the opening bids fair to be a fayourable one, for on all hands 
it is conceded the past three months, as a whole, have been good ones for the 
spawning fish. Though a good deal too cold at first, the last six weeks of 
fine bright sunshine must have brought about a great change, and it is not 
unlikely that the earlier spawning fish will have become pretty clean, and in 
fair condition, The absence of heavy floods and other disturbances on the 
bottom, and other spawning places, and the warmer temperature of the water, 
have done a good deal for the young fry. In this way it is supposed the season 
will be an exceptionally productive one. Anglers, I think, will find the fish 
mostly in the faster-running waters, on sand beds, and at the tails of tributary 
streams. Jt will not be much use visiting the deeper waters yet awhile. The 
water is very fine, and in places where it is not held up it is rather exceptionally 
low. This will render care vary necessary if the angler is really on angling 
bent. I would recommend yery fine tacsle, great cautin as to exposure, 
and not too large baits. The fish are rather dainty as to their food, but I 
fancy well-scoured worms and lively maggots will be more tempting than the 
local paste. If we could only have a heavy shower or two to stir up the water, 
nothing would then be wanting to make the opening an auspicious one.—TuE 
YELLOW BE Ly. 


Wye (Monmouth). 


During the last fortnight sport in the vicinity of Monmouth has been 
unusually lively, and intelligence of several big takes of salmon has just been 
received. Angling at Redbrook on Friday in last week, Mr. Alien Courteen 
landed three fine salmon weighing 18 lb, 125 1b., and 10} 1b. respectively before 
ten o’clock in the morning. The same rodster captured°a fish which scaled 
16 1b. full on the previous evening, and one of 18 lb. a day or two further back. 
—G. B. Smiru. 


Wye and Derwent. 4 


The weather still continues very bright, and hot in the middle of the 
day, with thunder hanging all around us, which has made the fish to rise very 
short indeed at the fly ; but still the local fishermen have killed some handsome 
baskets of trout, with both natural green drakes, and down-looker flies by 
dibbing under the bushes and trees. The yellow dun and little blacks have 
killed some fine basket’ of fish in the evening, in fact, baskets from six to ten 
brace per angler have been made daily by the local hands. We have had 
very many fishermen on these rivers lately, but their takes, as a rule, have been 
but very middling. Iam sorzy to say that Drabble, the water-keeper on the 
Wye and Lathkill (the lower leagths) died rather suddenly last week. He was 
much respected, and a capital keeper. The bottom fishers have killed some 
nice trout, late in the evening, with maggots for baits, in the deeps of the 
Derwent. The night-line party have killed some good eels on their lines 
lately, with large lob worms for baits. I hear of Sam Smith, of Matlock Bath, 
hooking a tremendous large pike foul near to Bromford. The fish pulled the 
rod out of his hznd, and broke the line and got away. A many pike have been 
seen in the Derwent lately. Sport on the ponds has been first-class, One 
gentleman writes me that he took 12 brace of good fish with the small 
Derbyshire green drake. Water as clear as glass. Rain much wanted.— 
GEO. JAMEs EAION. 


Yare (Norwich). 


The reports of fishing this past week have not been good, nothing worth ree 
cording having come under my notice, I fancy the lull prevailing at present 
bespeaks the coming welcome breeze, as everywhere you hear that sport is likely 
this year to be better than ever. I find on reference to the Great Eastern time 
tables that visitors to Norfolk from the Metropolis can have Ist, 2nd, or 3rd 
class tourist’s tickets, lasting to either the end of the year 1883, for a fortnight, 
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or from Friday or Saturday until Tuesday, at a cost of from 34s. Ist, 275. gd. 
2nd, and 20s. 3rd, in the first case; at acost of 27s. 6d. Ist, 20s. 2nd, and 
15s. 3rd, for the fortnight; and at a cost of 20s. Ist, 15s. 2nd, and ros. 3rd, for 
the Friday until Tuesday. I trust that many brethren during the season which 
is now approaching will visit our splendid waters ; the Great Fastern Railway 
could hardly offer greater facilities than they do, as they issue tickets from 
Norwich to the members of the Yare Preservation Society at single fare return 
journey, and I believe they do the same from Yarmouth, so visitors who may 
make their head-quarters in either would do well to become subscribers, as they 
thereby secure an advantage themselves and also help forward the important 
work of preservation. Large catches of bream are being had at Tritton Decoy 
near Haddiscoe.—ROBERT MOLE. 


Yore (Hawes): 

I am always happy to reply to the queries of any of your readers respecting 
the angling accommodation in this district or with respect to the state of the 
water, &c., provided the inquirers take the trouble to inclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. I think I can scarcely ask less. I have had several 
inquirers lately (some of whom have forgotten the envelope and stamp) con- 
cerning the river here, and most of them hinge on the question, ‘‘ Which do 
you consider the best length for angling ?’’ Now, what I should consider the 
best, another might consider the worst. If any of your readers are desirous of 
a guide as to the best ground in this locality, I must refer them to their file of 
the GAZETTE, and they will find an article signed ‘‘Tarn”’ in an issue perhaps 
twelve months old (I have not the exact date when I wrote the article in 
question, so cannot say positively). I there treated of the Yore from its 
source to Bambridge, in answer to a letter of Mr. Ford’s, which appeared 
about a fortnight before. After my continued residence in this locality, I find 
no reason why I should alter the opinion I then put before your readers, and in 
which I was fully borne out by you, Mr. Editor. For the benefit of those not 
possessing a file of your valuable print, I will reiterate what I have previously 
expressed, viz , that in my estimation the best length of angling in the Hawes 
and High Abbotside water is between Thwaite Bridge and Mossdale Beck, 
meeting with Appersett Beck. The length is about three miles, and is some- 
what difficult to fish, owing to the wood ; but a wader will do it very easily, as 
he can cross backwards and forwards. The minnow is a most deadly bait in 
this length. The length from Thwaite Bridge to the Moor Cock is plain, and 
ina fairly bold water will yield average sport, but in a fine water the sport is 
nil. We have never had a fly water this season as yet. JI hear of a few being 
taken during the evening with the May fly, which is out in great numbers. The 
most successful angler with this bait I know of is Mr. James Hesseltine, who 
uses nothing but hair stintings and the finest hooks he can lay his fingers on. 
The May fly tackle consists of two fine hooks, tied Stuart tackle-wise, if I may 
so express it. Good fish often fall victims to this deadly mode of angling. 
Everything is looking parched and dry. A good rainfall wou'd do an immense 
deal of good. I am afraid the netting fraternity will work sad havoc this dry 
weather, as the deep holes are all to be waded at present. Iam getting quite 
musty, as we have never had a water since Whit Sunday. The barometer isin 
avery drunken state at present, first up and then down, and vice versa,—JOs. 
Corky. 

.(Too late for insertion last week.) 

The rivers in this neighbourhood have received a proper draining during this 
continued drought. In some pools where from Ioo to 150 fish could be seen 
one day, only a tithe of that number could be seen the next day. It was quite 
patent to any one with a pair of decent eyes what had been the cause, as the 
slimy growth on the bed of the river was almost clean gone by the drag of the 
long net. I do not think it would be a very difficult matter to catch the 
offenders. At the last annual meeting of the association, a great deal of 
talking took place with reference to the spoiling of the most easily netted pools. 
Why the work has not been done during this very favourable time is past the 
imagination of a good few. Absolutely nothing has been done to protect the 
finny occupants of these beautiful waters during this most unusually dry time. 
Grayling have been taken in numbers, and freely exposed for sale during the 
whole of this close time. Grappling in the small becks has alsu been freely 
resorted to, and I have no doubt in some of the head waters of Yore 
trout have been almost exterminated. Iam sare if the gentlemen owning the 
waters knew of the amount of poaching that is carried on they would inquire 
into the matter. There is a certain class in this neighbourhood who look upon 
the fish in the rivers about here as so much loose property, to be appropriated in 
any manner they can lay hands on it. I only hear of one individual doing anything 
in the angling line. That person lives on the banks of the river, Day in and 
day out, from early morn to late at night, he is whipping away. In fact, he 
makes it his occupation, and endeavours to make, by one means or other, a 
living for himself and family. I do not think it will be such an one as will 
allow many fat cakes. This person has killed and sold scores of grayling 
during the whole of this close time. He has visited all the small tributaries 
in the district during this dry time, and I hear he has killed a lot of fish—with 
what I can’t say. I wonder if the Association was formed in order that men 
who will not work—no matter how able they be—might make a living, or 
rather a subsistence, out of the property of others, or if it was formed in order 
to provide healthy recreation and enjoyment. The barometer is still high, and 
the odds against rain are very great. I was very hopeful of a change yester- 
day, but to-day I am again in the ‘‘ slough of despond.’’—JosEPH CoRRy. 





FISHERIES PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION. 


THE report of the council of this association for the year ending May, 

1883, was issued last week. ‘ 

_ It begins by stating that though the council had intended, as men- 
tioned in their last report, to introduce a Bill to deal with the very 
serious form of river pollution caused >y mines, and though with that 
object a Bill ‘‘to make better provision for the prevention of the 
pollution of rivers and streams by mines” had accordingly, at their 
request, been drafted for them by Mr. J. W. Willis-Bund, they had, 
however, on fuller consideration since seen reason to modify their 
intended action as respects that pollution. 

The report then proceeds to say that the council, deeming it advis- 
able, if not absolutely essential, that before bringing forward any 
such measure the necessity for it should be demonstrated to Parlia- 
ment by laying before it, as, in the opinion of the council, the *‘ best 
evidence of that necessity,’’ a return of all ‘proceedings that had 
been instituted in the county courts of England and Wales for the 
prevention of the pollution of rivers under the Rivers Pollution Pre- 
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vention Act, 1876, and the results of such proceedings,” their presi- 
dent (the Duke of Northumberland) accordingly, at the council’s 
request, on the 29th of May moved for that return, and the motion was 
agreed to. . 

The report next adverts to the Government ‘‘ Rivers Conservancy 
and Floods Prevention Bill,’ in charge of the Right Hon. G. Dodson, 
M.P., and at present standing for second reading in the House of 
Commons, and to the fact that it contains none of the amendments 
which the council proposed for Mr. Dodson’s adoption when they 
went up to him with them last year by deputation, and which, 
through Earl Percy, M.P., they subsequently placed on the House of 
Commons notice paper of last session, although they were led by - 
the right hon. gentleman’s reply to the deputation to believe that 
some at least of them had been conceded. 

The report adds that, such being the case, it is the council’s inten- 
tion to get a renewed notice of the amendments put on the paper of 
the House. It then shortly states the nature of the amendments, 
namely, that one is to constitute the ‘‘Consetvancy Boards” 
created by the Bill, additional. authorities to enforce the “‘ Rivers 
Pollution Prevention Act, 1876,” that another is to compel the 
restoration fish-passes if disturbed by operations for the prevention of 
floods under a Rivers Conservancy and Floods Prevention Act, and 
that the remaining amendments are all more or less intended for the 
protection in various ways of the Fisheries. eS 

The report, however, in a note, expresses an opinion that, from the 
statement made in Parliament, on the 29th May, by the Prime 
Minister, with reference to the order of Government business for the 
rest of the Session, it is very unlikely that there will be time to pro- 
ceed further with the Billin the present Session. 

Touching next on the salmon disease, the report mentions that, 
according to information lately received from Mr. Archibald Young, 
now the inspector of Scotch salmon fisheries, the disease is still 
present in an aggravated form in thé Tweed and its tributaries, and 
that the council fear it still exists in the Tay, the North Esk, and the 
Scotch rivers. To show, says the report, how virulent it has been in 


the Tweed and its tributaries, Mr. Archibald Young informs the * 


council that, ‘‘in 1880, 1881, and 1882, 22,756 diseased salmon, grilse, 
and trout were taken out of those waters and buried, but that not- 
withstanding fishing in the Tweed last year was good.” As regards 
English and Welsh rivers, the counc.l, the report says, are sorry to 
hear that the disease has broken out in the Severn, the Wye, the 
Towy, and Usk, and that it is suspected to be in the Teify, but that 
Ireland, however—so the Irish inspectors tell the council—is still, 
happily, entirely exempt from the malady. 

The report, in reviewing the condition during the past year 1882 of 
the salmon fisheries of the United Kingdom, says the council are’ 
only able to speak of that condition in very general terms, as the 
reports of the English and Welsh and Irish inspectors, to which 
must be added, when issued, that of the New Fishery Board for 
Scotland, were not published at the date of the councils, but that 
they were informed that, judging by the supplies forwarded to 
Billingsgate, there had not been since 1873 (so memorable for the 
great productiveness of the salmon fisheries of the United Kingdom) 
so productive a season in English and Welsh rivers generally as 1882 ; 
that as respects Ireland the inspectors inform the council that ‘‘ the 
state of the salmon fisheries was not so satisfactory in 1882 asin 
1881’’; and as to Scotland, Mr. Archibald Young writes that ‘‘ 1882 
was not a particularly good salmon year, but that on the Dee (Aber- 
deenshire) and on the Helmsdale (Sutherland) rod-fishing was ex- 
ceptionally fine.” 

The council give expression in their report to their great satisfac- 
tion that Scotland has at length got by ‘‘ The Fishery Board (Scot- 
land) Act, 1882,” which obtained the Royal Assent on the 18th August 
last—what she has so long needed—an inspector for her salmon 
fisheries, and they express their further satisfaction that the gentle- 
man appointed under the new Act of the Secretary of State to that 
office is Mr. Archibald Young. 

The report enumerates the different Bills in any way relating to the 
fisheries at present before Parliament with the stages that they have 
reached as follows—viz., a Bill (in charge of Mr. Trevelyan, M.P., 
Chief Secretary for Ireland) ‘‘To Promote the Sea Fisheries (Ire- 
land),’’ ‘‘a Bill to Improve the Sea Fisheries (Ireland) No. 2,” both 
for second reading ; ‘a Bill to Provide for the Better Administra- 


tion of the Sea and Coast Fisheries Fund (Ireland),” at Committee ~ 


stage ; and lastly, ‘‘ The Oyster and Mussel Fisheries Orders Con- 
firmation Bill,” which received the Royal Assent on the 31st May. 

The concluding paragraphs of the report are one calling attention 
to an important statement in public on the 31st May by the President 
of the Board of Trade to the effect that Government hoped to intro- 
duce in the House of Lords this Session a Bill ‘‘ To Place the Rela- 
tions Between the Owners, Masters, and Crews of Fishing Vessels on 
a more Satisfactory Basis’?; another expressive of the council’s 
great satisfaction at Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., having become a 
member of their body; and the last and closing paragraph is an 
intimation that the council had lent to the Committee of the Fisheries 
Exhibition the Association’s interesting set of models of salmon-nets, 
weirs, fish-passes, putchers, &c. 








THE TOURNAMENT.—There is a capital notice of the Tournament 
by Hal Forester, in W7ldfowler's lilustrated Shooting Times, 
Sforts, and Kennel News, for June 15. 

Georcs JAmrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, pespeckally invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to a his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
of the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ¢ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvrt.] : 
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ANGLERS’ ATTRACTIONS AT YARMOUTH. 
IN addition to the great facilities afforded by the excellent manager 
of the Great Eastern Railway for the anglers of London to visit Yar- 
mouth and the broads, there are now much greater attractions to 
induce our metropolitan rodsters to spend their holidays at that 
popular seaside resort. First of all, the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial 
Society, which meets every Monday evening’ at St. George’s Wine 
Vaults, in King Street, where they can enjoy during their stay all the 
privileges of membership and the social meetings for half-a crown. 
Mr, J. Lark, the proprietor of the hostelry, is the honorary secretary, 
and, as a thorough piscator, ready to give information to any angler 
who seeks it. The Aquarium comes next, and this has been almost 
rebuilt, and extensive alterations and improvements made. Mr, 
Taylor, late of the Brighton Aquarium, has been appoin'ed manager, 
and his well-known energy and enterprising spirit will be a sure 
guarantee that h’s catering will be popular and attractive. The 
building is to be completed and formally opened on Monday, the and 
of July. Messrs. Pullen and Nightingale, the well-known London 
caterers, have undertaken the refreshment department. Mr. Pullen 
was at one time manager of the refreshment department at the 
Westmirster Aquarium, and, during the Piscatorial Exhibition there, 
made many friends amongst the Londoa anglers. Altogether, there 
~ can be no doubt the Yarmouth Aquarium, will this year bea complete 
success. The other usual attractions of the place, and other improve- 
ments which have been made in Yarmouth, will be appreciated by the 
visitors. Mr. J. Lark, of the Piscatorial Society, has liberally offered 
to keep one of the freshwater tanks at the Aquarium supplied with 
fish. The anglers have been getting good sport amongst the bream 
in the neighbourhood of Yarmouth, the takes averaging five dozen in 
the day up to 31b, each. B. 


ie 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. H. Luce.—The water at the back of the Pied Bull is free. The right of 
fishing really belongs to the Amwell Magna Fishery, but anglers are never 
interfered with. ‘The Pied Bull is within five minutes’ walk of St. 
Margaret’s station, and the landlord is Mr, J. Lyndsell. On Saturdays, 
Sundays, and Mondays, during the summer months, the water is con- 
siderably disturbed by the boats from Rye House, but in the middle of the 
week the place is almost deserted and very good sport may be had. There 
is betweena quarter and half a mile of fishing, principally for roach, dace, 
and perch. ‘he banks are private property, so, it is best to hire one of 
Mr. Lyndsell’s boats, for which the charge is Ts. a day. 

A.C. K.—We have an article on the subject to which you refer waiting 
to go in. 

Dorrerit.—Most certainly trout would take the artificial flies in the Japanese 
exhibit, but we think it is very doubtful if they could be killed of any size 
with such very fine wire hooks. 

. R.—We have before explained that the anal fin of the dace is concave and 
that of the chub convex. You can see this for yuurself in some living 
specimens of chub and dace now in the Exhibition aquarium. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





THE BIG TROUT. 

Srr,—But for your Editorial remarks to Mr. Ross Faulkner's letter in your 
last issue, I should merely have thanked him for his courtesy in answering my 
request, and have apologised to him if I had by any means caused him any 
annoyance. I certainly thought it only fair that, notoriety or no notoriety, he 

should have the chance of contradicting the ‘*implication,’’ if you will have it 
so, as to who played the fish. It must have arisen from the fact, as he states, 
“« that he only required the services of his fisherman for a few seconds, when 
the fish was exhausted, to prevent his (Mr. Ross Faulkner) going into the 
water.?’? I must thank Mr. Ross Faulkner for his kindness in offering to show 
the fish—a privilege I should much like to enjoy. 

As to professional fishermen angling for trout, the correspondence bears out 
what damage the men inflict upon themselves, and the sooner the evil is 
remedied the better. I hope ‘‘ Thames”? will reconsider his determination to 
discontinue his subscription to the Thames Angling Preservation Society, as 
the society has no means of preventing professionals fishing. I only hope he 
will again subscribe, and I should wish that the reproach should no longer be 
true that only very few of those who have been fortunate in securing trout are 
subscribers to the society. Let me state what the fishermen compluin of, and 
if this fishing is done out of spite, I pity them. They say that their livelihood 
is being taken from them by the abolition of night lines when baited with 
worms, as they only catch eels, and it is well known that eels are destructive to 
spawn. ‘The evidence that has been produced clearly shows that the custom 
was abused by the use of small live-bait instead of worms, and that trout 
particularly and other fish were killed on the lines. This being the case, the 

_ law was passed that between Kew Bridge and Staines night lines were illegal. 
_ Such being thelaw, the Thames Angling Preservation Society has to administer 
it,or rather see that it is carried out. Last Saturday,at Brentford, the magistrates 
inflicted fines of 40s. each in two cases of night line laying, and it was proved 
that small fish were used for bait. Does the matter require further arguing? 
Imagine the large amount of small fry necessary for the baiting of many night 
lines. The Thames Angling Preservation Society are endeavouring to get the 
law altered so that grig wheels may be put down anywhere—more than this they 
cannot do. Now, the only remedy that suggests itself, at present, is for 
anglers who fish for trout to employ fishermen to manage the boat or punt, 
and to show their customers where the fish are, to put their patrons in the way 
of fishing, when requisite, and, as you say, for anglers to ignore those men 
who persistently personally fish for trout. I know of one fisherman, and 
was told so by himself, that he had pricked nine fish tais season, or been broken 
away by them, and I have heard of another who has been unsuccessful 

_ thirteen times, What chance has an amateur after ?—I am, &c., 
A, J. Litte! 





THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 

Srr,—I was very glad to read the letter of ‘Thames’? in last week’s 
FIsHING GAZETTE, not because he says I shall not have another guinea from 
him, for that I real'y cannot believe, but because he has had the boldness to 
give evidence against one fisherman, who, he says, is always fishing by himself, 
and has done so for years. I have always set my face against the practice, and 
said, if anglers will avoid fishing with those men who do it, the evil wou'd in 
the end be stopped. There is, unfortunately, no law to prevent it; and I do 
not think, if one man sins, there should be a stop to supporting Thames pre- 
servation. 

Perhaps ‘‘ Thames”? will meet me on the river one of these days, and, 
instead of not giving me another guinea, perhaps he will give me a couple, for 
I should be one with him in stopping the evil if it could be done.—I am, &c., 





YORKSHIRE DERWENT. 

Sir —I went out to try my hand with the fly on Tuesday, June 5th, and had 
on a very large ye low cork body May-fly. I had not been trying long before 
T hooked a very nice fish, but the gut broke. He took two lengths of gut, 
large fly as well. 

Now came to me the s'range part of the thing. I had been away about four 
hours; came back to the same place; had on another May-fiy, but it was 
rather a small one. The second cast in, I struck a nice trout, played him until 
he was done, and then landed him. And, Sir, in his mouth was my cork May: 
fly that I had lost four hours before and the gut also. Hewas not a very 
large fish, his weight being 200z. He wasa good-fed trout, and a fair size for 
this part of the Derwent. 

Please say it this is often the case? 
never heard of such a thing.—I am, &c., 

Scarborough. 

P.S.—Please say where I can buy 100 bayonet-pointed hooks. 

[ Hutchinson, of Fish Works, Kendal, can supply what you want. 
known many instances similar to that you describe.—ED. | 


The men that Ihave spoken to say they 
COUNTRYMAN. 


We have 





FRESHWATER FISH OUT OF SEASON. 
S1rr,—Walking through the fsh market connected with the International 

Fisheries Exhibition the other afternoon in the company of Mr. C. Hatfield 
and Mr. C, Wheatstone, the president of the Stanley Anglers, I was surprised 
to see a fine barbel labelled, ‘‘ Taken from the Kennet, weight 94 1b.,’’ ex- 
hibited on the fish stall belonging to a Mr. Gow. | On examination we dis- 
covered the fish had been hooked foul, and from the discolouration of the under- 
side I should imagine it had afforded some good sport. Nothing was wanting 
on our part to find out the delinquents who had placed it so conspicuously 
there, but to no purpose. Possibly ventilating the matter in your columns 
wil be the medium of some little explanation of what I consider a most dis- 
reputable act.—I am, &c., JAMES GREGORY, 

Hon. sec. Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial Association. 





KENDAL AND REDDITCH HOOKS. 

Srr,—Under ‘* Sizes of Fish-hooks,”’ in last week's FISHING GAZETTE, we 
observe a curious comparison of the sale of Kendal and Redditch-made fish- 
hooks. 

As we are the only manufacturers of Kendal hooks, we shall be glad to learn 
how the maker whose comparison you quote arrives at his curious and mis- 
leading statis'ics.relative to both sale and use of Redditch fishshooks as com- 
pared with those of our make. 

We don’t suppose the paragraph in question was so designed, but we fear 
it is calculated to convey a false impression. The statistics appear to us to be 
simply a wild guess, and th® writer must have had an exalted opinion of his 
divination when he added, ‘‘ And I have no doubt that ninety-nine out of every 
hundred readers of the GAzETT= use Redditch-made hooks.’’ That last 
remark looks very like shop, for were your readers to be polled we don’t hesi- 
ta‘e tothink that the vote would place the result the other way, 4.¢., in favour 
of the use by anglers of the genuine Kendal hoois.—We are, &c., 

P. HuTCHINSON AND SON. 

[We do not think Mr. Allcock intended to disparage the Kendal hooks, but 
merely to point out that Redditch, which has so many manufacturers of hooks, 
turns out more than Kendal which has only one manufacturer, and that therefore, 
when the number of a hook is quoted it generally refers to the Redditch style 
of numbering. We have heard Mr. Alicock speak highly of the hooks of 
rival makers, including Messrs. Hutchinson. As far as our experience goes, 
we have met with hooks as good, but never with better than those of Messrs. 
H, and Co.—ED.] 





CARP FISHING AT WIMBLEDON LAKE. 

S1r,—When will certain clever anglers cease to try and pull out of the 
Wimbledon Lake carp weighing from 4 1b. to 20 lb. without a reel? 

You will scarcely believe it possible, but many of these so-called carp 
fishers visiting this lake never think of using a reel. The consequence is, as 
«‘T,, B,, Esq.,’’ says, ‘‘the breaks away, as compared to the captures, are 
most alarming.’’ 

I shall not forget in a hurry how one of these same gentlemen contradicted 
your humble servant because, in answering a question, I ventured to suggest, 
in the most polite manner, what tne result would be in the case of hooking a 
fish of 5, 6; or 7 lb. 

In reply, he observed :—‘‘It appears to me you know very little about carp 
fishing. “With a rod like this, I could play a carp 5 or 6 lb. as easily as playing 
a roach of 5 or 6 oz.’’ : 

I should no more think of using the said rod for taking carp, Mr. Editor, 
than a barber’s pole. The rod used for chub or barbel fishing in the Trent is 
what I should use. 

Unless I am very much mistaken, I said—‘‘ You would not even have the 
chance of playing him.’’ 

“© Why not?” 

‘““Why not? because he would be gone before you could say © Jack 
Rébinson.’ ”” 

I here left him, and within ten minutes of my doing so he was literally 
smashed all to ribbons by a perfect beauty. 

The keeper afterwards informed me that this very individual was broken up 
no less than three times in one day. 

There is another great reason why a reel should be used. There are some 
splendid eels in the lake, and when worm fishing let anyone hook a two or three 
pounder with the light tackle so stupidly used, and it would be the Crystal 
Palace to a cucumber on the eel,—I am, &c., ‘Mark ANTONY, 
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BOTTOM-FISHING AT EAST FARLEIGH. 
Srr,—Any information you could give me, through the medium of your 
valuable paper. as to what kind of bottom-fishing may be expected at East 
Farleigh, on the Medway, would be esteemed a favour.—I am, &c., rs 


[The ‘¢ Anglers’ Diary’? says the jack fishing is very good, so the other 
fishing is, doubtless, good also. Perhaps the landlord of the Bull Hotel can 
give you further informa ion.—ED. ] 





LEISHING SAL. Siem LVES) ei uiNTS- ; 
Siz,—Takinz your paper weekly, and seeing the reports from the various 
rivers upon fishing, I thought you would, for the benefit of anglers, kindly let 
me say that fishing prospects in the river Ouse are exceedingly good ; fish 
plentiful—bream, roach, chub, dace, pike, &c. I expect the season to be first 
class. Water is in good condition. And by staying at the Crown Hotel you 
can get, if no fish, at any rate, a good bite.—I am, &c., 
W. Hewson. 


OUR FISHERMEN. 

Srr,—Now that our fishermen are brought so prominent before the world by 
the International Fisheries Exhibition, 1t will be interesting to your readers to 
know that a great public meeting will be held at Willis’s Rooms, London, on 
the 12th of July, under the presidency of the Earl of Shaftesbury, to which all 
those interested in saving the lives of our fishermen and sailors are invited.—I 
am &c., F, JOHNSON. 

The National Refuge Harbours Society, 

St. Leonard’s-on-Sea. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £3 4s. 
from the donation box of the Good Intent Angling Society, and fos. from the 
donation box of the Edmon‘on and Totienham Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, 
sec. 








ALEXANDRA SOCIETY OF ANGLERS. 
The members:«f the Alexandra Angling Society intend commencing the 
season by fishing fortwelve prizes at Waltham, on June 17. Roam as you 
please.—I*. WAGNER, sec. 





BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

A special general meeting was held on Tuesday last for the election of 
officers and other business, when Mr. H.W. Payne was reselected president ; Mr. 
A. T. Sampson, secretary; Mr. G. Edwards, treasurer; Mr. G. Anstis, 
weigher in; and the committeemen, Messrs. Edwards, Stockman, Hedges, 
E. F, Sampson, A. Sampson, Martin, Crane, Excell, Lant. A vote of thanks 
was recorded to the late secretary, Mr. G. Mumford, for his past services. The 
first contest for prizes will be at Amberley on June 17. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND PISCATORIAL ASSOCIATION, 

The annual meeting will be held at the Grand Hotel, Colmore Row, Birs 
mingham, on Monday, June 18, at 7 o’clock. The chair will be taken by 
Councillor Oliver Pemberton, the president of¢the association.—JAMES 
GREGORY, hon. sec, 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of the above club took place on Wednesday, June 13, 
when twenty-three members sat down to an excellent r.past, the viands of 
which did great creditto Mr. W. N. Elves, the treasurer; the decorations, 
109, were all that could be desired. After the c!oth was cleared, and the usual 
toasts had been responded to, harmony was the order of the evening, Messrs. 
L. J. Hayward, Britt, Newton, J. Hayward, Walker, and Foach rendering 
some excellent songs, the company breaking up with ‘* Au'd Lang Syne.”’— 
T. G. WALKER. 


P CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of the above scciety will fish a roving match at Amberley from 
Houghton Bridge to Berry Church, on June 17, for the following prizes :—A 
handsome pair of lustres, ebony walking stick, inkstand, gold pin, and a tackle 
case. Members to meet at Mr. Rattley’s, Cricketer’s Inn, by 5:30.—W. H. 
BuRWASH, jun., sec. 





DUKE OF CORNWALL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Monday, June 18, a smoking concert will be held by the members of the 
above society at the Duke of Comwall, Lismore Circus,Haverstock Hill, N.W., 
to distribute the prizes won in the previous half year, Piscatorial friends are 
cordially invited with Host McCluer’s usual kindness, and a pleasurable even- 
ing will be spent. Chair taken at 8.30; pianist, Mr. G. Sexton.—W. Hyp, 
hon. sec. 


GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the general quarterly meeting, which was held on Thursday evening, the 
7th inst., it was finally arranged for the first match of the season to take place 
at Amberley, on the 17th inst, Great progress was made in the list of prizes, 
there being between forty and fifty for the half-year ending December 2, 1883. 
The annual excursion and dinner will take place on July 15. Members are re- 
quested to attend and give in their names as early as possible, to insure a good 
muster on the occasion. Anglers thinking of joining an angling society will do 
well by paying a visit to the George Hotel, Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park, the 
snug quarters of the Globe Angling Society. Meeting nights, Saturday and 
Sunday evenings at 9 o’clock.—J. J. HorMEs, sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Under the chairmanship of A. Mitchell, Esq., M.D., and a goodly attendance 
of members, on Monday, it was finally arranged that the first competition of 
the season takes place on Tuesday, the 19th day of June, and that it bea 
pegged down match, in the Higham Waters, and that the competitors must all 
give in their names on Monday, the 18th inst. There are four prizes to be won 
and it is hoped a good attendance and good sport will attend us. One gentle- 





man was elected at the meeting who is well known in the piscatorial world, 
being Mr. Taylor, late of the Brighton Aquarium, but now the manager of our 
Aquarium here, which will, by-the-bye, open on the 2nd of July, and no doubt 
it is a novel idea for the angler to see some of his own catch in the tank which 
has been so kindly given to this society for any good specimen that may be 
caught by our members; and I hope soon to be able to show our visitors 
here what fish we have in our waters when they stroll around the various curiosi- 
ties in the Aquarium.—J. Lark, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. - 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday last at Masons’ Hall Tavern, 
H. Howse, Esq., presiding. The attendance was more limited than customary, 
probably owing to the Tournament on the previous day, at which many mem- 
bers attended. After the usual routine business, Captain Alfred introduced 
Mr. C. J. Greene, of Norwich, Secretary of the Yare Preservation Society, who 


was accorded a very hearty welcome, the toast of his health being given from ~ 


the chair. Mr. Greene, in reply, thanked the society for the reception accorded 
him, and gave an extremely interesting account of angling matters in the 
Eastern Counties, particularly with reference to the good work of the Yare Pre- 
servation Society. Headded that he considered their supply of coarse fish 
practically inexhaustible, so that they really had no need of those fence months 
which the London and other anglers wanted to aid in re-stocking the depleted 
rivers in which they fished. He would like them all to come and try the rivers 
of Norfolk, and could promise them abundant sport. The fame of the Gresham 
was well known to the anglers of the Eastern Counties, and he might tell them 
that although they issued many invitations to London anglers, the only one 
who really came was Mr. Bates, of their society, and they were all pleased to 
be honoured with his company. (Hear, hear.) A practical discussion followed, 
the Rev. John Walker, the Chairman, Captain Alfred, Mr. Cramplen, and 
others taking part ; and there is no doubt the persuasive eloquence of Mr. 
Greene will induce many who have not yet done so to try their skill in the rivers 
and broads of the district so well represented by him. After a general conver- 
sation on piscatorial subjects, the usual musical selections were given, and the 
meeting adjourned. Members desiring railway privilege tickets are requested 
to give notice at once to the secretary. = 





HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A well-attended meeting of members was held at the society’s club-room 
on Wednesday evening last, when the chair was taken by Mr. Charles Rose. 
Very important business and other matters were discussed and agreed to with 
a view to the further advantage and development of the society, and a large 
number of new members were enrolled. One of the most interesting features 
of the evening was the addition to the museum of a very handsome jack of 
nearly 11 }b., taken by Mr. Wells at the latter end of last season, and most 
excellently preserved by Mr. barrett. Several valuable prizes have been 
entered for the forthcoming season, and on the opening day, the 16th inst., a 
keen competiion will undoubtedly take place for a money prize presented by 
Mr. Frank Temple for the heaviest weight of all fish. During the evening 
some excellent songs end recitations were given by Messrs. Charles Rose, 
Edward Wheatley, A. Payne, S. Sampson, Arnold, Denyer, and others.— 
Jas. EDWARD WHEATLEY, sec. é 

ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of the above society took place on the 12th inst., Mr. 
Murray in the chair, faced by Mr. Laundy. The cloth being cleared, the chair- 
man gave the toast of tlie evening, ‘‘ Success to the Society ;’’ the vice toast, 
the ‘‘ Health of the Visitors,’’ to which Mr. Haskell resporided. The chairman 
then distributed the prizes, which were numerous and up to the standard. A 
good list was then booked for the ensuing season. A general meeting will take 
place on Tuesday, the 19th inst., to arrange prize list and other important 
business in connection with the society. The next eastern visit will be at the 


above society; the date I will give you next week. The members fish on 


the 17th for Mr, Obbard’s prize, a shade of fruit by Mr. Fontaine. 
—— J. OBBARD, sec. 
SHEFFIELD ANGLING ASSOCIATION. ’ 


The quarterly delegate meeting in connection with this association was held - 


on Wednesday last, at the Crown Inn, Scotland-street, Sheffield. Upwards of 
200 delegates were present. Mr. Styning, the president, was in the chair. 
The secretary reported a balance of £108 in hand, and read correspondence on 
various matters of interest. Among other letters was one from Mr, Cartwright, 
of the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway, relative to the securing 
of private angling along some of the waters over which the company has con- 
trol: Init Mr. Cartwright said he did not think 1t would be worth the while 
of the committee going to see him relative to securing the exclusive rights of 


fishing in the Dove and Dearne Canal and the Masbro Level of the river Dunn © 


Navigation. His reason for this was the many owneis of land who had interest 
in the angling, and,the many other difficulties that would present themselves. 
Another letter was from tke station master at Sheffield relative to the sale of 
excursion tickets in the streets, pointing out that the practice must be discon- 
tinued. The approval of the resolutions agreed to by London anglers relative 
to the amendment of the Mundella Act unanimously, was amongst the other 
business transacted. 
[Too late for insertion last week.—ED. ] 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The final meeting of the above club previous to the commencement of the 
new season took place on Wednesday, June 6, when the prizes were awarded 
to the successful competitors as follows:—Mr. Wm. Robinson took four ; 
Mr. Charles Martin, three; Mr. Thos. Gretton, three; Mr. Wm. Webb, two; 
Mr. C. F. Robinson, two; Mr. W. Read, two; Mr. C. Machin, one; Mr. 
A. Parrott, one; Mr. A. Pring, one. Mr. Swan and Mr. Parrott alternately 
occupied the chair, and with some excellent singing a very pleasant evening” 
was spent. Several special prizes were given for specimen fish taken during 
the ensuing season, by Messrs. Harris, Martin, Swan, &c., the club having 
decided to award the annual prizes for gross weights ot fish instead of speci- 
mensas heretofore. Mr. W. Webb is elected president, as successor to Mr. 
Thos. Harris, who during his year of office has been most liberal in his gifts to 
the above society.x—_THOs. GRETTON, sec. 

June It. 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On the the 17th inst. the members of the above society will fish a bottom- 
fishing match for five prizes, at Colwaltham, Pulborough, roaming from the 
bridge to the island. No member to fish within 1o yards of the other, and 
one rod and line only to be used. The train leaves Peckham Rye at 7 a.m., 
and New Cross at 7 a.m —ROACHER. 
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PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION, 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 
who are interested in the purification and preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


(ALT, THE 
Great International Fisheries 
| Exhibition 
Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A B © PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


Authorities, Press'Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO CO., LIMITED, 
SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 








DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


MHedieciune @bnesé. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 
buoyant condition :— 

* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 
“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility, 

* RED DRENCH,”’ for Cleansing Cows and "wes, &c, 

*“ RED PASTE BALLS,’’ for Conditioning Horses, 

“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

*““ GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills, 

“CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. 

Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d., carriage paid, Bach artic’e can 
be had separately. 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 





DAY, SON & HEWITT, 
22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON W. 
BERKS. 


AND WANTAGE, 





DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES: 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 


JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 







For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 


Ioo pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,”’ 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 


JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRICE. 218; 


€ enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


Th 
held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisuinc Gazerre of March 18, 1822. _ 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. Las 
y Pp 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 
KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuinc GAzrrrTE 
“A. R.I. E. L.,” and other leading anglers, 


In Packets, 6d. and Is. hs 
r en Ste BPA eee and 16 Stall 441, The Promenade. 





PiiteOommrR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Forrest anv Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at tbe head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of trave), camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulture. 


Stam 
KING’S 


NATURAL BAIT, 





HOME AND HOUSEHOLD 





‘¢ The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness.”—British 
Workwoman, 


“* Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”—The Rock. 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


EA SIDE. — TOURIST  FORT- 

NIGHTLY and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
TUESDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS 
are issued by all Trains to YARMOULH, LOWESTOrFrT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the~Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer, 








| . BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE. 
EXCURSION TICKETS are issued caily by any Train 
from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London~ 
fields, &c, Fares 3s., 2s., 1s, 6d. 
For full particulars see bills. 
WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 
London, May, 188}. 


FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
‘‘British Fishes’? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 








A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 


Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
The an: ing department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. Both the Uppers and Soles by a 
eee ener anc ashoultariet. In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postnge | Patented Process are guaranteed 
4 The weekly numbers of the Forest anp SB Re EY form two xtra. Wroteriksot ensuring 
feemee pat tee, euereamun; lon, GA ter eo To be obtained of the following tackle dealcrs amongst P , U 


ieee free, 21s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
Published by the Foresr anp Stream PusiisHine Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Szarte, and Rivineron, Crown 


others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane ; 
Street Koad; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 


DRY AND WARM FEET. 
Carter and Sons, St. John 


Carriage free to any part of the country. 





Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen cepies. 


PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 
CARRIAGE FREE. 


THE 


TROMBONETTE 
( Registered.) 


Any person can now play all the melodies they knew, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 
or TUITION. ‘The tone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionette, cr sonorous as the oboe, ‘Thus the possessor of 
one of these charming instruments becomes at once on an 
equality with practised musicians, cand WITHOUT ANY 
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 

The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 

For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Pienics, and evenings at homeit is invaluable. 

Addiess—CuHas, MILLER & Sons, 70, Patshull Road, 

London, N, W. 








Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Warerloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road ; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London, Nutting& Co, Rirming= 
ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 
Rice, Norwich. Ramsbottom, Manchester, Perry, Read- 
ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool, Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield, Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley. Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark, 


WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS. 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSI THEIR COST! 
ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


The oldest and largest Company, insur ng against 
Accidents of all kinds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1.000,000 
PAID-Ur CAPITALAND RESERVE £250,000, 
Moperaté PREMIUMS, 

Bonus allowed to Irsurers after five years. 


£1,840,000. 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Loca. 
Agents, or 8, Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 

4 WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretar 








Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 


Mrs. OGDEN SMITH, 


Daughter of the late James Ogden (late 
of Cheltenham,) 


FLY DRESSER, FISHING ROD AND 
TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 


4, STANLEY TERRACE, ST. JOHN’S HILr, 
CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 
Opposite Clapham Junction Gates, London, S,W. 


296 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[June 16, 1883. 





INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 
MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 
and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful deseri_tion, 
also to give informa'ion respecting Localit'es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet”? Reél. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
cowplete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d, Carriage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘6 Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottem Fishing. We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,’”’—FisHinG 
GAznrrr. 

r yard gut cast 1s. 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., tod., short, and best long 1s, 1cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


The Sportsman’s Watch. 


CENTRE SECONDS. STOP WATCH. 

This Watch is in great demand, and in general use among 
Sportsmen. By moving small catcbat side of watch, it can 
be stopped instantly, and set going again in same manner, 

Gent’s Size, in Extra Strong Silver Case, White or Cream 
Coloured Dial, Best Movemen\s, with Flat Crystal Glass ati 
Front, price £4 4s. Foiwarded free. 


The Sportsman’s Knife. 


Buckhorn Handle, and containing the following useful In- 
struments :—Large and Small Blades, Corkscrew, Screw- 
driver, Toothpick, Leather Punch, Horsehook and Tweezers, 
ri warranted of finest quality, Price 7s, 6d, Forwarded 
ree, 

















FREDK. E. TOZER and CO., Manufacturers, 
Hassocks, Sussex. (Estab, 1870.) 


TO THE QUEEN, 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE. 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER, 











Factory AND SToRE— 


29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 
(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
SHow Rooms— 
LATE 371, OXFORD STREET 
LATE 292, (OXF O-R Dr ScD ROE Bee 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN. 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 
Souchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c, English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, Fisnrne GAzErtx, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 


hee AQUARIUM —This Day.— 


Coolest Lounge in Londen. Lit by Electric Light. 


Re AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
Two Great VARIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8. 


Rote AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


FARINI’S KKAO, the Missing Link. Admission rs. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—GREAT RUS- 


SIAN WAXWORK EXHIBITION. Most wonder- 
ful exhibition in the world. Admicsion ts. 


RoxAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


ELECTRIC EXHIBITION. Thousands of Incan- 
descent and Arc Lamps, 


ioe AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


Open from r2 until 11.39, Admission, until 6 o’clock, 
Is,; 28. afterwards. 


MAGIC! FISHING!! MAGIC!!! 


PAILFUL of any Float Fish taken ina perfectly legiti- 
mate and sportsmanlike manner (in a very short time 

by using this Bait advertised in ‘‘ Bazaar” all last summer.) 
Preparation and instructions fre ror 1s, 6d, 
Avpress=J. GOODY, Belchamp, Sudbury, Suffolk, 


149, 
BrancH—381, 





























The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power. 


D. SLATER: 


gand Io, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
&to for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, 10s. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partitin bags, superior finish and well balanced. 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, $s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, ros. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
34 inch, 3s.6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 44 inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. each; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. exch, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen- none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, 1s. 3d.; stouter, 
1s.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, 1d. 

per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


A complete outfit for bottom-fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of rod, 34inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, end 4 floats, 
p ice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s. 
All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 








Summer Tours in Scotland, 





GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (:9) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One weck, £3; two weeks, 
£5 3 Or six separate days, £3 Ios. 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 


“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m, 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London ard the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. CHATTO and WINDUs, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 1109, Hope Street, Glasgow, 





T the suggestion of numerous patrons, we have been 
induced to 
SHOW a CASE of our MANUFACTURE 
at the 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXH(BITION 
beld at South Kensington, Wewill be in attendance and 
take the liberty of respectuily soliciting inspection of our 
exhibits, The space allotted to us is 432, British Section, 
[nlaré Hisheries, as per official catalogue. 





FORREST and SONS, Kelso, N.B. 





OR SALE, the Fine New Screw Steam Trawler 

“ KINGFISHER”? (of Scarborough), built 

last year. Length 82 feet, 70 tons gross. The Hull 

is of Oak and Elm, Carvel. Engines—Compound, Sur- 

face-Condensing, 12 and 22 inches, 30 horse nominal ; 

Tubular Boilers; Independent Capstan Engine, 5 

horse. The Vessel was built and arranged expressly 

for Trawling, and contains every requisite. For 

further particulars, apply to the OWNER, care of 
Henry Wyrill, Sandside, Scarborough. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. ‘The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Si-eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
























STRAWSON’S WATERPROOF, 
NO SPORTSMAN should leave Jor the 


RIVERS OR MOORS without having 
® his Boots dressed with it, 

















CPCOCOCORDOCOE 




















To Punters, and for Snipe and Wild Duek Shoeting on 
a8 margin of Lakes, and in Fenny Country, it is indispen- 
sible. 

Fishermen and Sailors will find it the best composition 
for dressing Sea Boots, Sea water being very injurious to 
leather, as when once thoroughly wet with it, they are a 
long time in dryIng ; this can be prevented by the free use 
of the Composition. 

Soldiers on the March, In Camp, or in Trenches, should 
freely use it in all weathers, as even in hot dry weather 
it preserves the leather from the action of the sun and 
keeps the feet cool. 

Does not prevent the polish ofgood Blacking, Invalu- 
able in preserving the softness and improving the appear- 
ance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as well as Gentlemen's, as it 
cannot injure the most delleateLeather, and is the best 
dressing for Harness, % 


One of the best preparations for Boots, Shoes, Harness, 
&c., which has eome ander our notice lately is a dressing 
prepared by STRAWSON & Co,, of Exeter. By its use the 
durability of leather of all kinds {s greatly inereased. It 
is WATERPROOF, and completely resists damp from rain, 
snow. and wet grass. It has peculiar softening properties 
which render ft invaluable for sportsmen. A better snow 
and wet resister we have never met with.”’ Land und Water. 








Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
Ironmongers, & others, 
in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 1s., 2s., 5S., & 10s. each. 
Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler to procure it for you, or 
send Stamps for the price of a Tin to the Proprietor, who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address. 


Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— 


@ 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS. 


Manager + IT. Strawson, late of Faeter 
—— 


PEDO OP OPO OOOO PO OEP 


THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES. . 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE, 


WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 


INCIDENTS OF CAPTUBE, Etc., Ete. 
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Tue American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each_ 
week, and each issue contains essays on Fish ana Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of Amerizan witers. Drawings ot 
fitty-one of these fish have aiready appeared in the columns 
of ‘ux ANGLER, which is the only paper published ia Ame~ 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64, 


WM. C. HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
29542,, '-B.R.O.A-D Walaa 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 

NEW YORK “CLEYY"U. Seeas 


TROUT-FISHING. 


WANTED on lease at a Moderate Rent, 2 or 3 
miles of really good Trout-fishing within two 
hours’ rail of London. A Cottage to accommodate 
two Bachelors would be an advantage, but not a ne- 
cessity. 








Apply, stating full particulars and rent, to E.0, B,, 
Devonshire Club, St James’s Stree , London. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE~-GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 

THE Fishery Congress held in connection with the International 

Fisheries Exhibition was opened by the Prince of Wales at noon on 

Monday last in the Conservatory of the Horticultural Gardens. Upon 

the platform, prettily decorated with pot roses and shrubs, and 

canopied with flags, were seated Musurus Pacha, Lord Northbrook, 

Count Miinster, the Duke of Hamilton, the Duke of Northumberland, 

Mr, Birkbeck, M.P., Earl Granville, Count Karolyi, Count Bylandt, 

Prince Khan, and the Marquis de Casa Laiglesia. In the body of the 

meeting were Professor Owen, the Duke of Sutherland, Mr. Hibbert, 

M.P., Mr. Duff, M.P., Sir R. Temple, Sir Philip Cunliffe Owen, Dr. 

J, Day, Mr. J. H. Fordham, Professor L. Levi, Mr. Francis Francis, 

the Rey. J. Manley, Mr. Crossman, Mr. Mann, Mr. Youl, Mr. E. 

Marston, Mr. R. B. Marston, Mr. J. Carrington, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. 

H. Fennell, Mr. Tegetmeier, Mr. Crumplen, Mr. G. Godwin, Sir G. 

Birdwood, Sir J. G. Maitland, Mr. Burdett-Coutts, Sir John Rose, 

M1, Jardine, Sir A. Blyth, and a large number of foreign representa- 

tives. The Prince of Wales was received at the main entrance by 

Mr, Birkbeck, M.P., chairman of the Executive Committee ; the Earl 

of Ducie, representing the Jury Committee ; and the Duke of Hamil- 

ton and Sir John St. Aubyn, on behalf of the Conference Committee, 

Tlis Royal Highness the President did not, as was expected, deliver 
a speech of any length, but in a few sentences performed the duty he 
had undertaken. First he welcomed the international jurors who are 
about to commence their duties. The Fisheries Exhibition up to the 
present time might fairly be considered a success, the public having 
shown their interest by attending to the number already of nearly half 
a million. On that day, however, when the duties of the jurors were 
about to begin, we might look forward to realising the scientific and 
more important part of the Exhibition, He thanked the gentlemen 
who, in this and other countries, had come forward to assist in en- 
suring the success of the Exhibition. ‘The Prince then called upon 
‘Professor Huxley to deliver the inaugural lecture. 

The key note of the most able and interesting lecture delivered by 
H.M. Inspector of Fisheries was that the supply of sea fish is quite 
inexhaustible, and that those who make laws to regulate the taking 
of sea fish are more deserving of punishment than those who break 
them. As the fisherman’s ancestors did so ought he to be allowed to 
do, apparently without reference to whether what his ancestors did 
was right or wrong. Without venturing to dispute for one moment 
the correctness of Professor Huxley’s conclusions, and willingly ad- 
mitting that he and his predecessors in office who held the same views 
ought to be able tojudge better than any others, we must still 
admit that it is our firm belief that the immense fleet of fishing 
boats, and especially the trawlers round our coasts, which is constantly 
waging war on the fish, is gradually but surely driving them farther 
and farther away from our shores. It must be remembered that the 
fishing grounds are limited in extent—you cannot put off from any part 
of the coast and catch fish, you must go to certain well-known banks 
or pits, according to the time of year. Ifthe fish are not being 
driven away, how can one account for the fact that each year the 
fishermen have to make longer voyages in search of the fish ? And 
there must be a limit to this, for the increased expense will gradually 
curtail the demand. But we leave this interesting and vital question 
to abler hands to decide. Professor Huxley’s address can be pur- 
chased in pamphlet form in the building. 


H.R.H. THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S PAPER. 

On Tuesday last at noon H.R.H. the Prince of Wales read the ad- 
mirable paper by his brother on ‘“‘The Sea Fisheries and Fishing 
Population of the United Kingdom.” There was a large attendance, 
and the frequent applause throughout the nearly two hours occupied 
in the reading showed plainly that the paper and its many most valu- 
able points were being followed carefully and attentively by the audi- 
ence. We sincerely trust that the many practica! valuable sugges- 
tions made by the Duke of Edinburgh will not be allowed to come to 
nothing ; but the difficulty of getting any English Government, whether 
Liberal or Conservative, to expend anything on the improvement of 
our fisheries is too well known. 

The heartiest cheering followed the conclusion of this lecture, and 

_ this was redoubled when the Prince of Wales and Duke of Edinburgh 
(on the motion of the Dukes of Roxburghe and Northumberland) were 
thanked—the one for reading, the other for writing the paper. 

The Prince of Wales, who was warmly applauded, said—Your Ex- 
cellencies, my Lords, and Gentlemen—I feel sure that my brother will 
be not only much gratified forthe kind way in which this vote of thanks 
has been proposed and received by you to-day, but also for the kind 
attention which you have given to the paper which I have had the 
great pleasure of reading to you to-day. It is obvious that as it has 
taken some time it will be better that the discussion should take place 
on this paper on some future occasion, and this will be better also be- 
cause the paper will, I believe, be circulated to you so that you will 
be able to look it through carefully, I shall let my brother know with 
what applause the paper was received, and that! am sure will be most 
gratifying to him, as I know how much he has at heart not only the 
Important subject of fish culture in our own country, butthe well-being 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


297 





of our brave fishermen—(cheers)—for during the three years he was 
Admiral Superintendent of Naval Reserves, he took great trouble to 
find out everything concerning them, and it has taken him some time 
to get up the paper. For myself, I thank you for your kind reception, 
and for giving me the great pleasure of reading this paper to you. I 
have to announce to you that the following conferences (Mr. Trendell 
being appointed commissioner of all the conferences) are fixed for this 
week. On Thursday morning next a paper on “ Fish Culture,” by Sir 
James Maitland ; on the same afternoon a paper on “‘ Molluscs (such 
as mussels, whelks, &c.) used as Bait,” by Mr. Harding; on Friday 
morning, a paper on ‘*‘ The Economic Condition of Fishermen,” by 
Professor Leone Levi; and on Friday afternoon, a paper on ‘Line 
Fishing,” by Mr. C. Mundahl. (Cheers.) ; 

The German and Turkish Ambassadors and a distinguished com- 
pany were again present. ’ 

In addition to the papers referred to by the Prince of Wales, and 
which will have been delivered by the time this is in the hands of our 
readers, the following have also been arranged for: 

The Fisheries of the United 

States . : : 

Herring Fisheries . c : 
Pilchard and Mackerel Fish- 


By Professor Brown Goode. 
Mr. R. W. Duff, M.P. 


” 


eries . : : : Meee VLE. be @ormishs 
Freshwater Fisheries (includ- 

ing trout) . A : . 5, Mr. Francis Francis. 
Coarse Fish Culture. : te ities Niarston,™ 
Seal Fisheries. : , Captain Temple. 


; do ¢ 
Oyster Culture and Fisheries ,, Professor Hubrecht. 
Principles of Fishery Legisla- 

tion 3 A : - ef 
Fish as Food . 


Fish Transport and Fish Mar- 


Rt. Hon. G. Shaw-Lefevre, M.P. 
Sir Henry Thompson. 


ketsi.w a : : . 4, His Excellency Spencer Walpole. 
Food of Fishes, = 4 dey Wt. Bolan. 
Storm Warnings . . es) Wir Re Ehe Scotts 


Fish Diseases , i 7 Professor Huxley. 
Scientific Results of the Exhi- 


tLODEy ae . ; : », Professor Ray Lankester. 





CONVERSAZIONE AT FISHMONGERS’ HALL. 
ON Monday evening the Prime Warden and Court of Assistants of 
the Fishmongers’ Company gave a conversazione at their hall, 
London Bridge, to the Executive Committee, Foreign Commissioners, 
and the British and Foreign Jurors of the International Fisheries 
Exhibition, and to a large number of ladies and gentlemen who were 
asked to meet them, the invitations amounting to. about 1,600. The 
guests were received by the Prime Warden, Mr. J. H. Fordham, and 
Alderman Sir T. Watkin, who is about to succeed to the office, and 
among those present were the Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress, 
the Marquis of Exeter, Sir James G. Maitland, the German Am- 
bassador (Count Munster), the Persian Minister, the Bishop of 
Ballarat, Mr. S. Morley, M.P., Alderman W. Lawrence, M.P., Sir 
J. C. Lawrence, M.P., Alderman Sir R. W. Carden, M.P., Alderman 
sit C, Whetham, Alderman and Sheriff de Keyser, and Sheriff Savory, 
Mr. Hyde Clarke, Dr. Voelcker, Mr. Berkeley Hill, Mr. Justice 
Pearson, Mr. Jardine, Mr. R. B. Marston, Mr. Crossman, Dr. Zenk, 
Dr. Gunther, &c. The works of art and other objects exhibited 
included various articles of plate lent by the Worshipful Companies 
of Mercers, Drapers, Merchant Taylors, aud Clothworkers, and 
several pictures lent by the Prime Warden and Mr. Warden Lister. 
The band of the Royal Artillery Company played a selection of pieces 
during the evening. The watermen who had been winners of the 
prizes annually awarded by the Fishmongers’ Company were present 
in their uniform. The arrangements were carried out in the admir- 
able manner which characterises all the entertainments given by this 
energetic and public-spirited Company. 
GARDEN PARTY AT HOLLY LODGE. 

ON Wednesday afternoon the Baroness Burdett Coutts entertained a 
large party, consisting of nearly one thousand noblemen, mem- 
bers of Parliament, and other gentlemen who were invited to 
meet the members of the Committee of the Exhibition, Foreign 
Commissioners, British and Foreign Jurors, and other gentlemen in- 
terested in the Fisheries Exhibition. The dull weather appeared to 
have no effect on the very pleasant and enjoyable character. of the 
affair, 








THE OPENING DAY IN THE THAMES. — 
AN inspection of the Thames below Staines was made on Saturday 
last, by Mr. Thomas Spreckley, president of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, the secretary, Mr. W. H. Brougham, being 
unable, through indisposition, to accompany him as had been pre- 
viously arranged, The starting-point was made, in the society’s 
boat, at Staines Bridge, at twelve o'clock; the river-k eepers in 
attendance during the journey being Alfred Thompson, James Drewe, 
George Mires, and Charles Godfrey. Between Staines and Penton 
Hook only one punt was out, and, having only just commenced, no 
fish had been taken, There were three bank anglers out at Penton 
Hook, but they had not got any fish. One bank angler at Laleham 
had a perch 8 inches in length ; there was one punt out, but no sport. 
At Chertsey a couple of punts were just going out; and between 








* Mr, Marston will read his paper on Friday next, the 29th inst., at 4 p.m. 
The Conservatory in which the Conferences ave held is open to all visitors to the 
Exhibition, ; 
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Chertsey and Shepperton two punts had been out, as the poles were 
left in the water. At the back of Snepperton Weir four punts were 
out, one being occupied by Mr. Bonvoisin and friend; they had taken 
a chub of about 131b, and had run a jack and lost him. The other 
boats had no fish. At Ha)liford, William Rosewell, in the morning, 
had taken a jack of 51b. Henry Rosewell had a show of five jack, 
in good condition, weighing about 20 lb,—the largest’ fish 8 lb, and 
another 5 1b. There were two other punts out, but had no fish. At 
Walton, George Hone was out all-round fishing, but had done 
nothing worth reporting; and John Hone was in a similar position. 
At Sunbury, John Stroud had five chub and a few roach. Below 
Sunbury Lock, a gentleman was fly-fishing, with Edward Clarke, for 
chub, but only got a couple of small ones, which they put back again. 
At Shepperton, F. House had a brace of jack in his punt, one about 
21 1b. the other 121b, At Hampton Court, John Smith had a nice net 
full of fish—two small jack and about a dozen roach. Mr. Spreckley 
here ended the day, which he described as having been. a very 
pleasant one. i 

These visits, which are to be f requently made in this portion of the 
river during the present season, cannot fail to be productive of good 
results. 

On Monday last the river bank between Richmond and Twickenham 
was lined with bank anglers, but they had not been doing anything 
very grand, some few roach and dace representing all their fish. _ 








FOR SALE NEAR CANTER- 
BURY.” 


By R. B. Marsron. 


Messrs. DEBENHAM, TEWSON, AND CoO.,, of 80, Cheapside, London, 
wrote to me about ten days ago, saying that a charming little pro- 
perty called the Willows, at Wickham Breux, about five miles from 
Canterbury, had been placed in their hands for sale, and as there 
were valuable fishing rights attached, perhaps I might know some 
one who would like to take it. At the same time they offered me 
tickets to trysthe fishing if I felt inclined. As the May-fly was just 
‘on’? at Winchester, I thought it might also be on at the Willows, 
and soon found a friend who was perfectly willing to have a day or 
two’s fishing, so we arranged to go down on the Wednesday evening 
and return on the Friday morning. We drove over from Canterbury 
the same evening, as we hoped to find lodgings near the fishing. 
First we tried, without success, at Wickham, then we went on a mile 
to a little village called Ickham, but could get no resting-place. Then 
we drove back to Wickham, and had a look at the outside of the 
Willows, a prettily-situated, twelve-roomed house on the left bank of 
the Little Stour. We saw quantities of fine trout in the water, which 
runs through the garden and in the mill-tail. As the gardener 
thought we might find lodgings at ‘‘the second house past the pool”’ 
at Ickham, back we went there, only to find that if the good lady of 
the house referred to had ‘‘ only known before ’’ she could have taken 
us in, but that she would not like to put us into damp beds. We 
duly appreciated this consideration for our health, and drove to 
Littlebourne, about a mile the other side of Wickham, and close to 
the waterin which we were permitted to fish. Just as we had got 
into our carriage to drive back to Canterbury, a young man who had 
heard our inquiries at the inn said he thought his sister could give us 
accommodation. It was with feelings of thankfulness that we found 
she could, and in a very few minutes we were comfortably located at 
the Manor House. After the tiresome and fruitless hunt for even a 
bed in the attic of a wayside inn, this unexpected ard accidental 
hospitality at the Manor House was doubly refreshing, and to crown 
it all our host informed us that they had the right of fishing in the 
small stretch of river which bounds the Manor House garden, and we 
were at liberty to fish if we liked. I hada rod together in no time, 
and in abcut half an hour took a brace and a half of very pretty trout 
witha red quilled gnat on aneyed hook. After supper, a pipe, anda 
good night’s rest in a comfortable, old-fashioned four-poster, we 
were up eaily, and commenced our day’s fishing on the water 
opened to us by the tickets. I should say that the Misses Bushell do 
not make use of the fishery themselves, but for theic friends they have 
arranged with another landowner that they give his friends permission 
to fish on their water in consideration of his doing the same for their 
friends on his water. 

The day opened bright and hot, without a breath of wind, and the 
Little Stour took its way very placidly and clear through the meadows, 
orchards, and gardens, between Littlebourne and Wickham—the 
stretch we were to fish. There was no May-fly on—indeed, we learned 
afterwards, from the gentleman who has the fishing adjoining that of 
the Willows, that the water is too hard for the May-fly; the alder 
comes on very strong, and was on when we fished the river. Below 
the bridge, at Littlebourne, is along, broad mill pool, and in a breeze 
it would afford fine sport ; it was useless to fish it as we found it— 
like a looking-glass—so we tried the capital tail below the mill, 
Here we very soon both got fish, just under the limit specified on our 
tickets, viz., twelve inches. Then I got a nice takable fish from under 
the busbes on the opposite side. [had the advantage of my friend in 
that I had waders on, and also it was his first trialut dry-fly-fishing, 
and I donot think he is likely to forget it. Leaving the mill 
tail we went on down stream, and presently I saw my friend on a 
slight wooden bridge about fifty yards below me. Suddenly, and 
without apparent cause as far as I could see, he fell backwards on to 
the bridge. I hurried on to him as fast as I could, and, in answer to 
my inquiry as to whether he was hurt or not, I understood him to say 
not, except that he had got the barb of the hook in his tongue! I 
was very much relieved to find that I had mistaken him, and that the 
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barb was in his thumb. And it was in! The little hook point was 
buried in the flesh, and I did not envy my friend's sensations,.as I 
had to cutit out with a not too sharp pen-knife. 
seen a couple of fine trout feeding just below the bridge, and in 


stepping back to have a throw, had put his foot in to a place where ~ 


a plank was missing, and thus gone down. It is a wonder to me he 
did not break his leg, for he is no feather-weight. _ 
he will not forget his first lesson in dry-fly-fishing, and his first 


experience of the eyed hook. In order to avoid some gardens, we 


now went round the road to a meadow below, and here I got a brace © 


of nice fish, and we both returned fish of Io or II inches. Then we 


heard the distant rumbling of thunder, and before long were glad to” 


take shelter in the little workshop of a very civil and intelligent shoe- 
maker—shoemakers always are intelligent—and then for an hour or 
two it thundered and rained and hailed about as hard asit ever does 
in this country. The shoemaker covered up his bright 
steel tools, and we smoked and _ chatted with 
it had cleared up a _ Dit. 


old Crimean favourites. Our friend did not smoke, but had no 
objection to our doing so; he was repairing the high heels on the 
boots of some village maiden, and quite agreed with our remarks on 
the perverseness of the female mind. ‘‘ Now, that’s what I calla 
sensible ’eel,’’ pointing to a pair of shoes with low heels; ‘‘ but what 
use would it be my asking ’em to wear a ’eel likethaat ?” 


As I said before, | 


It appeared he had ~ 


him 1ull@ 
His little cabin was decorated © 
with pictures of the battle of the Alma, siege of Sebastopol, and other ~ 


Tharking — 


our friend for the timely shelter, and declining his kind offer to step — 


into his house hard by, we leave him and make the best of our way 


down to Wickham—passing two other good mill heads and tails. 1]t_ 


was now lunch time; our boy had not arrived, and we were fortunate 
enough to get some at the grocer’s. An old-fashioned, flourishing 
vil'age grocery has always an attraction for me; for just such a one 
as this we are in now, with its long counter, small windows, low 
ceiling, piles of cheeses and loaves, casks of butter, &c., has often 
and often in various parts of the country furnished me with a welcome 
meal when half famished from a long day’s fishing. 

After lunch we walked round the Willows to have a look at the 
water below. It dou tless contains good fish, but it appears never to 
have been attended to since the creation, and is so choked up with 
weeds that itis a difficult matter to see the water at ail in most 
places. This water does not belong to the Willows, and I under- 
stand that there is some dispute as to ownership or fishing rights. 
It gets a little better just above Seaton Mill. As we were walking 
back to Wickham we were met by a servant with an invitation to 


lunch from the Misses Bushell. When you have lunched on hard-boiled ~ 


eggs and bread and cheese and beer, what can tempt youaway from the 
trout ? And my friend went on fishing while I, in wet fishing things, 
called to make our apologies to the Misses Bushell for not partaking 
of theirhospitality. A cup of tea was very refreshing, and the ladies 


gave me every information in their power respecting the fishing. We 


had better sport in the evening. I had seven brace in all, my friend 
had some nice fish, and besides these over the 12 inches we had 
good sport with others just under, 
grounds, &c. can be had from Messrs, Debenham, Tewson and Co., 
and I can safely say that it could be easily made a most charming 
place, and would pay if the fishing were Jet out by day or week tickets. 
The mill-head above Wickham Mill is deep and full of big fish. 
Such a place as this, within two hours of London, and with a good 


half-mile of its own fishery, does not o'ten get into the market. I 


need hardly say I have no interest in the matter ; but if anyone takes 


the place through my notice of it, I hope he will consider himself in 
I forgot to mention — 
that ten of my fish were taken with McNee’s pike-scale fly, a hare’s — 
I set great store by these flies now, as they will — 


duty bound to give me a day on it every year! 


are dressed small. 
kill when nothing else will; but they must be used small, and on a fine 


gut, 
lochry, Scotland. 








THE PROPOSED NEW BY-LAWS FOR THE THAMES. 


WE have every reason to believe that the whole of the objections, — 


with one exception, that were made by the committee appointed at 
the Cannon Street Hotel conference on August 15 last, have been 
agreed upon, and that as soon as_the by-laws have received the ap- 


proval of her Majesty in Council they will be in operation in all portions — 


of the Thames. , 
Acglers are to be congratulated on the attainment of sucha 
result, and they must not forget that this is mainly due to Mr, Thomas 


Spreckley, whose admirab ly-arranged paper, showing in one view the ~ 


by-laws proposed by the Conservators, the objections that were made 


by the conference committee, and the reason for such objections was — 
so clear and convincing that further argument was unnecessary, and ~ 


the decision only the work of a few minutes. 


The advantages obtained through these objections will be that the | 
increased net of 30 feet can only be used by registered fishermen and ~ 
The roach and cace will have a standard — 


assistant river-keepers. ' 
size fixed. For jack, chub, and gudgeon the present standard will 
be increased. ‘The fishermen will be permitted to lay their grig weels 


in all portions of the river, and the use of double-walled nets, with 


false or Gouble bottoms, with cod or pose, will be illegal. 


ne TE 





NuMBER OF VISITORS TO THE EXHIBITION.—The number of 
visitors on Saturday was 18,494, making a total for last week of 
81,551. The total number from the opening of the Exhibition has been 


440,096. 


Full particulars of the house, 


They are made by the inventor, Mr. McNee, Loch Side, Pit- 


=> 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


[Several club reports have been received Zoo late for this week ; secretaries 
who wish them inserted next week will kindly inform us by Wednesday next. 
All club reports must be received at the office on Thursday. | 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At our last meeting the annual election of officers took place. Mr. Bocking 
was elected chairman for the ensuing twelve months ; Mr. W. Eydmann, vice ; 
Mr. C. Simpson, sec.; Mr. Brooks treasurer. The two auditors were re- 
elected, also committee men, and prize ditto ; Messrs. Bocking and Dean weie 
elected to represent us at the West Central Association. A vote of thanks 
was passed (by the ciub) to Mr. C. Simpson, for the manner in which he repre- 
sented us at the Jate competition at the Welsh Harp, givenin aid of the funds 
to the A. B. S., and he was congratulated upon winning the second prize in the 
competition for throwing a bait inthe Thames style (next year with a longer 
line he intends to take first), Mr. C. Simps n weighed in on the opening day 
- of the season roach and dace from Twickenham, Mr. W. Howell, daice.— 

Brack Bac. 
AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society went outin full force, but their anticipa- 
tions were not realised, after three months’ rest with the rod and line, as they 
expected. Mr. Wicks was the first to show with roach from Amberley. Mr. 
Moir had a very nice show of tench, weight 7 Ib. 1 0z.; Mr. Patrick, roach, 
perch, and one bream 3 Ib. 5 0z., taken witha single hair line; Mr, Harding, 
trout, dace, and roach; Mr. Carrington, perch ; Mr. Dwelley, perch and 
dace. The 30th annual dinner will take plice at Mr. Pearce’s, the Arun Hote', 
Pulbcrough, Sussex, on July tst.—J. WoRLEDGE, 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fourth annual supper of this society took place at the club hous», 
William the Fourth, Canal Bridge, Old Kent Road, on Wednesday, the 6th 
June, Mr. Joseph Somers, sen., in the chair; Mr. Alfred Shakel, vice-chairman. 
Between twenty and thirty members and friends sat down to supper, host 
Rollings catering in his usual excellent manner. After the cloth had been cleared 
and the usual loyal toasts duly responded to, the first toast proposed by the 
vice-ch2irman was ‘‘ Success to the Anchor and Hope Angling Society,’’ which 
was drank with great enthusiasm. The next toast given was by the chairman, 
“Prosperity to the Central Association,’’ which was well received. After afew 
remarks from the secre-ary stating the working and financial stite of the society, 
which is in a very flourishing condition both as regards members and funds, the 
remainder of the evening was devoted to harmony and toasts, there being some 
capital songs by the. following:—Messrs. Scott, Liston, Bowling, Shakel, 
Rollings, Gardiner, Roker, Powell, Wood, Davis, Board, Munday, Bates, and 
Wyldish During the evening. Mr. James Bow'ing presented the club with a 
very handsome oleograph, in gilt frame, t» be fished for during the season; the 

. following gentlemen also giving their names as prize donors for the ensuing 
season :—Messrs. Courage and Co., Morgan, Wyldish, T. Bowling, H Bates, 
A. West, F. Somers, sen., H. Scott, D. Davis, and F. H. Rollings. After 
spending a thoroughly enjoyable evening, the meeting closed at 2 20 with 

“ Auld Lang Syne.’’—D. Davis, sec. 

Several of our menibers were out on the 17th inst., but met with- rather 
indifferent sport. the following members weighing in bream from Amberley :— 
Messrs. A. Shakel. J. Bowling, A. West, A. Glass, D. Davis, and T. Bowliny. 
A roving match will take place at Weybridge on the Ist Ju'y for three valuable 
prizes.—D. Davis, sec. 








ANGLERS’ PRIDE. 
Our members were out on the 17th inst. to compete for the first three prizes of 
the season, presented by the following gentlemen :—Mr, Fiddes, our worthy 
host, a prize ofone guinea; Mr. Henry Scutt, a prize of halfa guinea; and Mr. 


Marten, half a guinea; the place selected being Amberley. Being the first day - 


out, the members were very eager to secure the best swims to make a good 
show. but unfortunately they were disappointed. Mr. Dawe, being a good old 
skilful angler, just managed to secure the first prize «ith a 12 oz. ‘fish, the next 
successful member being Mr. Jones with 8 oz., and the third prize was won by 
Mr. Nash with one fish; also the following members contributed—Mr. Scutt 
and Mr. Moore. Three of our members not feeling interested enough to com- 
pete for the prizes, got out of the train at Pulborough, thinking they would get 
“more sport at that fishing station, and atter their day’s toil they were rewarced 
with a very handsome show of bream. Mr. Henry Haines, better known as 
© Trousers,’’ had 30 lb. 64 oz. ; Mr. Geo. Smith came next with 14 1b. 10} oz. ; 
and Mr. Wm. Hayes 5 lb. 1 oz., showing that all the fish are not taken out of 
the water yet, with all their netting as reported. Total weighed in, 52 lb. 5 oz. 
—H. J. MALLETT, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 
The Battersea Friendly Anglers fished a match at Amberley on June 17 for 
Mrs. Williams’ prize, which was won after a good contest by Mr. G. Edwards, 
Mr. R. Sewell being second.—A. SAMPSON, jun., hon. sec. 


BERMONDSEY BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper took place at the club-house, Alscot Arms, Alscot Road, 
on Tuesday, June 5, when a large number partook of the good things provided 
by the host, Mr. Sargent. Mr. Court was chairman, Mr. Croot vice. After 
good justice being done, the distribution ot prizes took place, the successful 
members being called up by the chairman in his usual affable way, and giving 
a few well-chosen remarks on presenting the prizes. Mr. Gafney stands first 
on the list with six handsome prizes, consisting of waterproof coat, pictures, 
opera glass, compass, &c. ; Mr, Beningfield, with handsome rod, clock, &c. ; Mr. 
Owles, with pictures, copper kettle, &c ; the following also taking prizes :— 
Messrs. Frost, Ayton, Mitchell, Conn, and Herbert. The toast of the ‘‘ Office's 
of the Club,’’ was responded ts by Mr. Allen; ‘‘ The Visitors’’ by Mr. Fowler, 
of the Sir Hugh Myddleton. Several prizes having been promised during the 
evening, one being by Mr. Gafney, of the Anglers’ Pride, for the coming 
season, the club bids fair to rival any on this side of the water. After several 
good songs were sung, the members separated in the early hours of the morn- 
ing, acknowledging that it was one of the most successful meetings held in 
connection with the club.— A. G. CRoKER, sec. 

There was a good show of fish from Pulborough; Messrs. Beningfield, 
Compton, Trost, Gafney, and others being well among the bream.—A. G. 
CRoOKRR, sec. 

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
' The fifth annual meeting of the Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial 





’ will take place on Tuesday next, the 26th inst., at the club house. 





Society was held on Monday evening last at the Grand Hotel, Birmingoam. 
Mr. Adams Parker presided, and there were also present Messrs. J. Allday, 
E. Hooper, E. 8. Cope, W. J. Seal, R. Mann, T. Thornton, C. Savatard, J. 
Chapman, W. Malins, S. Groves F. Jephcott, H. B. Sale, W. Clarke, H. D. 
Waters, J. Gregory (hon sec.), &c.—The Secretary read the report, which 
regretted the inability of the committee to congratulate the members on any- 
thing like a successfulseason. Owing to the unsettled state of the weather the 
river was out of fishing condition from October until the close of the season, on 
the 15th March. The commi tee had acquired another portion of the River 
Trent, from the backwater at Wickmoor Hall to the River Blythe above Yoxall 
Bridge, at an annual rental of £25. On receiving an application from the 
General Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition, asking tie 
society to send a co!lection of preserved fish, the committee decided to send 
twenty cases, and they were despatched under the superintendence of Mr. R. 
Mann and the hon. secretary, who placed them ia the Exhibition building, 
where they formed a great attraction among the provincial exbibits. The 
statement of accounts showed the receipts to have been £211 6s. 6d., and the 
expenditure (which included the rent and expenses incurred in taking to the 
Yoxall fishery) to £219 16s 3d, thus leaving a balance in hand of 103. 3d. The 
Chairman moved the adoption of the report, which he considered was a very 
satisfactory one. The balance in hand at the close of the year was very small ; 
but it must be remembered that in taking to the new water the committee had 
to pay the necessary expenses, and also the rent in advance out of the past 
year’sincome. He congratula‘ed the society on the fact that they had sent 
some valuable cases of preserved fish to the International Fisheries Euhibition, 
and said that great credit was due to Mr. Mann and Mr. Gregory for the trouble 
they had taken in superintending the removal of the cases and getting them 
placed in a prominent position in the Exhibition. Mr. F. Jephcott seconded 
the resolution, which was carried unanimously. Councillor Pemberton was 
re-elected president of the society, Mr. Adams Parker vice-president, Mr. J. 
L. Allday, treasurer, and Mr. J. Gregory hon. secretary. The committee 
were also appointed, and the meeting then terminated. 


BOSTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 17th, several of our members opened the season well. Mr. Jennings 
and Mr. Gaode had bream, roach and dace from the Arun. Mr. Constable and 
Mr. Cubitt, bream, perch, &c. Our annual supper and distribution of prizes 
All friends 
are cordially invited after the supper. Mr. Jennings having resigned the 
secretaryship, please note that all letters should be addressed—Hewry R. 
BasTAIN, hon. sec., Bostonian Angling Society, Dalby Tavern, Dalby-street, 
Prince of Wales Road, N.W. 

BRUNSWICK PISCATORIALS. 

The above club met as usual 01 Wednesday, the 2oth, when 4 guinea; 
were voted for club prizes to be fished for during the ensuing season. Mr. 
Jamieson was enrolled a fishing member. Several excellent songs were sung, 
during the evening ; Mr. A!lsop ably presided at the pianoforte as usual.—Brack 
BRuUNSWICKER. 

June 20. = 
CAMBRIDGE AND ELY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual meeting of this flourishing society will be held at the Red Lion 
Hotel, Cambridge, on Friday, June 29th, at 8, for the election of officers and 
committee. Notwithstanding that the last season was so unfavourable, we are 
glad to learn that there has been no falling off in the number of members or in 
the amount of the subscriptions. The expenses curing the past year have been 
much increased by the employment of a keeper throughout the year, and the 
purchase of a boat for his use. Through his vigilance, and assisted by many 
ardent members near Ely, a great deal has been effected in stopping night lines 
and poaching. The prospects of sport, according to all accounts, are remark- 
ably good, and it is only reasonable to anticipate that the season of 1883-4 may 
afford more opportunities than in the previous year. During the greater part 
of last season the river was in flood, and there was certainly not more than a 
fortnight’s good fishing. The matches had to be postponed ; the various prizes, 
including one from Mr. Marston, were not adjudged. There will be a supper 
at the Club Inn, Ely, on Wednesday night, at which Dr. Cooper, the president 
of the society, wll preside. We hope to give an account of the proceedings in 
an early issue. We may state that intending subscribers may obtain every 
information of the privileges conferred on members by communicating with Mr. 
W. Purchas, of Cambridge, or Mr. Allen, the Olub Inn, Ely, the 
secretaries, 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members visited Amberley on the 17th. Some had blanks ; 
the following were successful: —Mr. J. Chambers weighed in dace, Mr. Clark- 
son roach, and Mr. Nitz roach, one fish taken by the latter weighing 1 lb. 8 oz. 
Mr. Castell had bream from Wimbledon, and Mr. Gentry weighed in 3 Ib. 5 oz. 
of rudd and perch from a pond in Essex. Our distribution of prizes took 
place on the 14th in the presence of a good number of mem*érs and friends. 
Many of our specimen prizes were not taken, the fish weighed in not coming 
up to the required standard. The following were the successful members :— 
Messrs. Nitz and Castell three prizes each, Messrs. Mortimer, Pratt and Plum- 
stead, sen, two, and Messrs. Macdonald, Payne and Davis one each, Mr. 
Castell winning prize for gross weight, one guinea, and Mr, Nitz a haif guinca 
fur second gross weight.—Cas. 





CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this society fished at Amberley on the 17th. Iam sorry to 
say not one of our folks got a weighable fish. Wee shall fish fur the same. five 
prizes on the 24th, at St. Margaret's, from the lock to the railway bridge. 
A General Meeting will take place next Thursday, June 28th, to arrange the 
Host’s and Treasurer's prizes for the season’83. Members are reminded that 
the Quarterly Night falls on the above date, and are requested to attend by 
g o'clock, sharp.—W. H. Burwasi, Jun , Sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this. socie y went out in full force on the opening day, and 
had a very nice show of fish. ‘The principal takes were had by Mr. G, Stevens, 
roach, rudd, and bream; Mr. E. Nathan, bream ; Mr. G. Britton, bream and 
roach; and Mr. L. Weber, carp and roach.—I’. A. Gray, Sec. 





GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A number of our members competed for a series of prizes at Amberley on 
the 17th inst., but hai little success. Mr. C. Russell won the 
first prize with, a very fair basket of roach and bream, one of the former weigh- 
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ing 1 lb. 83 0z., Mr. S. Arrow, the second, with bream. On the 24th inst. 
our members havea roving commission to compete for two prizes presented 
by Messrs. Wood and Kay.—JosrpH J. Hormns, sec. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of this society took place on the 19th inst., at Mr. 
Lerner’s, The York Minster, Foley Street, Portland Road, W. Mr. J. 
Allen occupied the chair, assisted by Mr. J.-Roach. Letters were received 
from Messrs. Bonvoisin, G. Dixie, J. Trowbridge, and H. West, expressing 
their regrets at being unable to attend, the two former through previous en- 
gagements, and the last two in consequence of ‘‘The Master of us all” 
visiting their families, which myself and all the members were very sorry to hear. 
For myself there remain but few ‘friends of my youth’? in the Golden 
Barbel now, and those I did expect to see on this occasion. About thirty sat 
down, among them being Messrs. T. Adams, T. Bigsby, D. Allum, G. Ent- 
wistle, J. Stanton, J. Jones, R. Fellows, &c., all of whom did justice to the 
good things provided by Mr. Lerner. The cloth having been removed, the 
usual toasts were given and responded to, and the distribution of prizes took 
place. Mr. J. Green took the first gross- weight of the season with 91 Ib. 14 0z., 
closely followed by C. Whitehead with 911b. 70z., who received the second. 
G. Entwistle had the gross-weight of jack. For having specimen fish, Mr. 
Chapman received tos. 6d. for dace, R. Fellows for roach, C. Whitehead for 
bream ; and G. Entwistle, a jack 10 Ib. 5 0z., also received tos. 6d. Several 
others also had to receive prizes. For the present season Mr. Kemp wil give 
Al for the first gross-weight during the season. Mr.: Whitehead will give a 
silver watch for the fourth gross-weight during the season. Prizes were also 
offered for first, second, and third gross-weight of perch, roach, chub, and 
bream, also for specimen fish. Then followed prizes for Sunday shows, 
Tuesday shows, gross-weight from the Thames, Arun, and other rivers. Mr. 
Chairman Allen now commenced the harmony, after which Mr. Green pro- 
posed ‘* The Health of Mr. G. Dixie,’? who, he stated, had been the secretary 
of the society since its establishment and owing to his business at the present 
time he was compelled to live in the country, and could not attend to the duties 
of the society. Mr. Lawford, the present secretary, had received a letter from 
him stating that the distance was too far for him to be with them that evening. 
He sent them his good wishes, and hoped they would enjoy themselves. Mr. 
Green then asked them one and all to drink to the health of Mr. G. Dixie and 
the absent ones, which was well responded to. The tollowing gentlemen con- 
tributed to the harmony of the evening:—Messrs. J. Jones, R. Fellows, 
Whitehead, Goudge, Stanton, Chapman, J. J. Jones, Green, Lawford, &c. 
A vote of thanks to the chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary brought the 
evening’s amusement toa close. The following members exhibited fish on the 
17th inst. ;—Messrs. E. Henrie, bream; J. Green, roach and bream; ite 
Roach, bream and roach; J. Stanton, bream; Secretary Lawford, roach, 
perch, anddace. The Medway and Arun were well represented.—Pixin, 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above fished for ten prizes on June 17th, go where you 
thoose; the result was a capital show of fish. The prizes were taken in order 
—Messrs. Philpott, Potter, Hellens, Maybury, Monk, Bell, Smith, Nelson, 
J. Pluckrose, R. Agambar, There was a large attendance of members on 
Tuesday, and it was decided to fish for ten prizes on July 1, at St. Margzret’s, 
pegged-down. Among the prizes will bea fat lamb, given by Mr, A. Salmon, 
and two handsome volumes, entitled, ‘¢ Angler's Souvenir,’ and ** Land, Sea, 
and Sky,’’ given by Mr. T. Crumplen; large mantel glass, black and gold 
frame, £1 10s., and given by Mr. J. Courcha ; decanters, boots, coats, &c , 
given by various members. Thatwill bring our yearto a close. Mr. W. 
Wright’s annual prize of 75 5s., portrait of the winner, will be left over ti'l 
pone with eleven more added, for a month’s fishing at the Rye House.—R, 

URPHY, 


GREAT YARMOUTH FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

Our members were out on the 17th at Runham swim, oa the river Bure, 
and succeeded in catching some fine roach and bream. Messrs. Holmes, 
Morris, Robertson, and Timamus were at Ormsby Broad on the 15th, and had 
some very fine sport, amongst the catch being twelve fine bream weighing 
25 1b, ; they succeeded in killing 5 stone.—J. W. EASTER, sec. 


; _ GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society had its opening competition on Tuesday. As arranged, it was a 
pegged-down match, 4o yards between each stake, but the wind being 
easterly stopped what would have been good sport; had only the sun broke 
through the overhanging clouds it would have beena relief. ~ Eleven members 
entered and took their allotted places drawn by them, and tried their skill from 
It a.m, till 5 p.m. The place selected was between Grapes Mill and Martham 
Mill in the river. Many influential gentlemen visited the competition during the 
day, and it was pleasing to hear the good wishes given by those gentlemen who 
could reccll the scenes of pleasure on the same spot some forty years ago, which 
amply repay all the unfair criticism that may be given. Mr. Lawrance 
mineral water manufacturer, not being in the contest, acted as referee. The 
decision was—tIst, the silver cup presented by the president, to Mr. Lowne 
of Fuller’s Hill; 2nd, Mr. Hannant, of South Market Road ; 3rd,- Mr. W. 
Bayfield, of Crown Hotel, King Street. One curious feature in the match was 
2 ozs. being the outside of the difference between the rst and 2nd. and about 
the same between and and 3rd. st and 2nd, bream ; 3rd, rudd, no perch or 
roach. You can easily imagine the disappointment of many—myself in- 
cluded—when a 6} inch roach being no good, as they must measure 7 inches 
from centre of eye to fork of tail, and plenty of bream were caught which could 
not come up to ginches ; they were our rules, and they were most strictly adhered 
to. I am very sorry that none of our London friends were in the contest ; but 
we have none in the town yet. Our next will be in about six weeks’ time, and 


re doubt many will then be in Yarmouth to enjoy the sport with us.—J. Lark, 
ec. 





HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The well-known eagerness of our members to be up and doing on the opening 
day of the various waters was fully exemplified by the large number who 
sallied forth on the 16th and 17th inst. to the Thames, Lea, Ouse, and other 
places, to try their skill among the finny tribe, and I am pleased to report 
that their efforts were well rewarded by a very handsome show of perch, bream 
and dace, the most successful being Messrs. Edward Wheatley, Chelu "Edward 
Ricketts, H. Champ, Temple, Clapperton, C. Rose Anthony, Shiple and 
your humble servant.—Jas. Epw. WHEATLEY, sec. s y 


HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 17th inst., wih a fair result con- 
sidering the early part of the season. S. Cole, dace and roach; H. S'eadman, 
roach; A. Hattemore, roach; A. Dean, roach ; R. Barron, perch ; H. Cope, 
perch; J. Merrick, roach and dace. The above were from the river Lea. 
A. Brockett, bream from Dagenham; J. Morgan, roach, dace, and perch, from 
Pulborough ; J. Osborne also had over 7 lb. of roach ;.S. Mead had perch from 
Rye House.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members competed for three special prizes, given by Messrs. H.’ Burt 
W. H. Mecham, and G. Bliss, on the 17th inst., when Mr. B. Crook took first ; 
Mr.G. Manning, second ; Mr. T. Ward, third. Mr. T. Dennison, sen., when fish- 
ing on Monday evening last, took a very handsome barbel, which weighed 
5 lb. 8 oz. Mr. G. Bliss had a nice afternoon's sport on Tuesday, having a 
tray of bream and roach, which weighed 11 lb. 8 oz. The annual dinner will 
take place on July ist, at the Black Rabbit, near Arundel, members who 
intend being present are requested to give in their names not later than the 24th 
inst. 

June 20. 





KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. E 

Not much to report fur the 17th inst. Mr, Brown showed some good chub 
and perch; Mr. Pearce showed some roach in good condition for the time 
of year; Mr. Cecil had a handsome show of dace; Mr. Young had a 
miscellaneous show. Other members were out, but drew a blank ; but they 
say they have them marked out for the 24th inst., so hope for more to send 
next week from—DIck. 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members tried their luck on June 17, but only one weighed 
in. On Wednesday next, June 27, we shall have our annual distribution of 
prizes, when we hope to see a goodly number of friends present.—W. Brown, 
sec, 


PATRIOTIC ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

On the 17th inst. several members of the above were out, Mr. Keston 
being the most successful, with a nice show of bream from Pulborough, the 
largest weighing 1 lb. 13 oz., the whole turning the scale at 11]b.—H. A. 
FULLER, Sec. d 





PECKHAM BROTHERS. 


—— — 


The fourth annual dinner in connection with the above society came off on 
Wednesday, the 6th inst , Mr. Brodie, president, in the chair, 1{r, Matthews | 


in the vice. About twenty-seven members sat down to enjoy the good things 
placed before them in quick succession by the worthy hostess, Mrs. Reed. If 
ever hostess deserved praise Mrs. Reed did, for everything was well done, well 
served up, and of the very best quality. I must not forget to mention that 
pretty little Amy Reed made the cabinet puddings, which were so thoroughly 
enjoyed that Iam afraid there was none left for the little lady herself. A 
splend d list was read out, and the prizes distributed to each winner. A grand 
list will be published for the coming season. Although this society is only 
four years old, itranks as one of the first on the south-east side of the [hames, 
and no wonder, seeing that they have the best of presidents in Mr. Brodie, a 
most energetic secretaryin Mr. Page, aad a hostess who takes, together with 
her sons, a very deep interest in the club’s welfare --these are the three ruling 
elements of a club, undoubtedly. Amongst the for!uuate members, I noticed 
Mr. Stiddolph won prizes to the value of £7, includiay a five guinea cup ; Mr. 
Blanchard, £2; Mr. Matthews, £1 93.; Mr. Lang, £1 7s.6d.; Mr. Williams 
17s. 6d ; Messrs. Wisdom, Sandal, Page, Bignal, Ozden, and others taking 
smallerones. During the evening Mr. Adams attended with his bind, and 
kindly gave selections, for which he received well-deserved app'ause. Of course 
the great Bignal was in special demand—it’s worth anyone's while to hear him, 
he is quite a treat. Mr. Otsjen replied for the prize donors, Mr. Stiddolph for 
the-winners, and two very nice speeches they made—short, but to the purpose. 
Mr. Matthews proposed the health of the president ; the toast was drunk with 
musical honours, as it deserved to be, as also was the secretary's. Mr. T. Hoole 
spoke at some !ength upon several matters piscatorial, and also touched upon 
the question of amalgamation. This society is sure to vote for a united asso- 
ciation, and will do ali they can to biing it about, feeling sure it is to the 


advantage of the many, and knowing, as all must know when the question has’ 


been fully explained, that those who are against it have not the welfare of their 
brother ang'ers at heart, but their own personal convenience, to call it by its 
mildest term. The West Central Association are taking the matter up strongly, 
and when they take questions up that are likely to be beneficial to the angiers 
it’s a hundred to one that they will gain their point. Good luck to them, say 
I, for we have more to thank that association for than-any other—in fact, than 
all the others put together.—MULTUM IN PARVO. 


PHENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The twelfth anniversary dinner of the above’ society was held at the club- 
house, the Tavistock Arms, Stebbington Street, N.W., on Wednesday, the 6th 
inst., when there was a good attendance of members, over thirty sitting down 
to a splendid repast prepared by the host, Mr. H. March, in first-rate style. 
The president, G. B. Clark, Esq., occupied the chair; Mr. J. Grist, vice- 
chairman. As soon as the cloth was removed, the usual loyal toasts followed, 
also one to the visitiag brothers. The Little Independent, North-Western, 
and Great Northern Societies each replied in suitable terms, and then came the 
toast of the evening—‘‘ Success and Prosperity to the Phcenix Angling 
Society.’’ The president, in reply, saia nothing gave him greater pleasure than 
to preside at their annual dinner, because each year he could see the members 
working better together tomake their society a good one, and so leng as they 
continued to do so they were sure of success. ‘Thesecretary, Mr. W. Elbourne, 
in reply, thanked the president, and then read the report of the society, which 
shows it to be in an excellent condition. The distribution of prizes next took 
place, theprincipal winners being Messrs. Bentley, Read, Slater, Packer, 
and Grist. The chairman then, in a humorous speech, made allusion to the 
prizes all going out, and said that we had better make provision for the future ; 
so he started with ten guineas. Other sums quickly followed, wntil over £30 
was registered for prizes forthe ensuing season. ‘The health of the chairman 
having been drunk, with musical honours, and responded to, harmony reigned 
sepreme; this was kept up until the small hours, and some really good songs, 
by G. B. Clark, A. Ashley, the Brothers Barr, J. Titmas, G. Packer, and 
many others, were given. Mr. W. Fletcher gave a splendid recitation, and 
Mr. E, Barr a solo on the banjo. The musical arrangements, under Mr. George 
Grafton, gave every satisfaction, The affair was a perfect success; and, with 
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votes of thanks to the chairman, vice-chairman, and host, the evening closed 
with “One More Glass before we Part” and the National Anthem.— 

The members of the above society fished a roving match, on June 27th, at 
Amberley, for three prizes, Mr. Maynard, winning the club prize, first ; Mr, 
Glyn, winning Mr. Bartup’s prize, second; and Mr. Bartup winning Mrs. 
Grist’s Prize, third. Our shows of fish were not very large from Amberley, but 
glad to say other members of the society well filled up the spare trays. Mr. 
Parker had.a handsome show of dace, weighing 6lb. 143 0z., all between 35 and 
41 oz.,each taken with the fly. I must not say ‘‘ Ware”’—it might be St. Marga- 
ret’s. Mr. Slater took bream, but taking the weather altogether, our show of 
fish was very fair. The members’ general complaint was that their wrists and 
arms ached through having to strike the fish so quickly, and the bites so faint. 
We have a very handsome prize list for the present season to fish for to the value 
of £30 given by members and friends, The only thing to say now 1s “Goin 
and win.” 


QUEEN'S ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

Our members met with very fair sport on the 17th. Mr. Pearce, 16 lb. 8 oz. 
of bream; Mr. Maynard, 11 ]b. 2} oz. bream; Mr. A. Chick, 5 Ib. tooz. 
bream; Mr. N. Chick, 2 1b. 8 oz. bream; Mr. Koopman, 3 lb. 8 oz. roach and 
bream; Mr. A. Barritt, 21b. roach; Mr. Hodger, 1 lb. bream ; Mr. Corney 
and Mr. Fayers had some fine bleak and Mr, Hart had one good roach,— 
L. WALFORD, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Several members of this society visited Amberley on the 17th to compete for 
three prizes—£1 1s. given by Mr. Canton, tos 6d. given by Mr. Halmon, and 
two gallons of pickles given by Mr. Arnsby. The takes were small, consisting 
of eels of the shoe lace kind, and a bream of about twelve inches, which enabled 
Mr. Marsh to claim the first prize. The other prizes will be competed for at 
at the same placeon June 24th. The South London United will pay a return 
visit to this society on July 2nd, on which occasion all members of that Unity 
that can make it convenient to attend are requested to do so. Friends and 
Brother Bobs welcomed.—PIXIE. 

. ROYAL GEORGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society were nearly allat it on June 17, when several 
prizes were up for competition, and were taken by Messrs. Chart, Trotter, 
Palmer, and Sinclair. The weights were below the average, but I hope a bad 
beginning will make a good ending. The subscriptions of honorary members 
are now due, and should be paid at once so as to secure their privilege tickets 
for the season.—M. 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS' ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our half-yearly distribution of prizes took place at the club house on Wednes- 
day, June 13th, when a most pleasant evening was spent, the chair being 
occupied by Mr. O. Lloyd, who was most ably assisted by Mr. H. Mills, the 
secretary presenting the prizes, after which some capital songs weie sung. 
Our members were out on the 17th with the following result:—Mr. W. Hale, 
perch ; Mr. W. S. Woodhead, perch; Mr. Jones, roach and dace; Mr. 
eannines roach and perch; and Mr. Hart, perch,—W. STANDLEY WOODHEAD, 

ec, 


SOUTH EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The South Eastern Piscatorial Society met 1s usual on Wednesnay last at 
the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street. Some good fish were weighed in, a large 
number of visitors and members being present. Some capital songs and 
recitations were rendered. 


STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

At our ordinary meeting on June 20 the following weights of fish taken by 
members since the opening of the season were announced :—Mr. W. R. 
Humby, six roach, 4 1b. 15 0z., two of which weighed 1 1b. 3 0z. each, a!so 
some rudd ; Mr. H. Rose captured four very handsome rudd indeed of the follow- 
ing weights—2 lIb., 1 Ib. 14 0z.,1 lb. to}-0z., I lb. 7 oz.; Mr. Walker four perch, 
2 |b. I oz., heaviest rlo, one chub 21b, one barbel 2 1b. 12} 0z.; Mr. C. 
Scull, perch ro} oz , twenty-eight roach 17 Ib, 54 0z., heaviest four fish scaling 
respectively 1 1b. 6 0z., 1 lb. 32 oz., Ilb. 34.0z., 1lb. 10z.; Mr. C. J. 
Wheatstone, four trout, 14]b. 70z., the heaviest fish being a beauty of 
5 lb. 13 oz., one jack 3 lb. 8 oz, four perch 1 1b. 12 oz , four chub, 4 lb. 11 0z., 
nine bream 24 Ib. ro oz., heaviest fish weighing 4 1b. (this was a very hand- 
some show indeed), one barbel, 7 Ib. 33 oz., hcoked foul in the vent while live- 
baiting for jack. Our worthy president is getting quite an adept at discovering 
new ways other than the ordinary for capturing fish. Our society may con- 
apieg eae at such a successfnl commencement of the season.— 


STOKE-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first competition in connection with this society took place on Saturday, 
June 16th, twenty-seven members competing for ten prizes generously given 
by tradesmen and others of Stoke. Theweather, excepting one slight shower, 
was beautifully fine, and some excellent baskets of fish were made. Mr. H. 
Evans, with 123 Ib. of fish, took the first prize; Mr. J. Hollins, 11 1b. 10 oz., 
second; Mr. E. Cocker, 81b. 3 0z., third. The other prize takers were 
Messrs. J. Stevenson, J. Evans, jun., J. Bickerton, Wm. Evans, M. Hollinson, 
and Mr. R. W. Taylor, respectively, with baskets ranging from 8 lb. down to 
5 1b.50z. Mr.’ Hollinson also took a special prize for the best specimen 
fish—a bream—which weighed 3 1b. 7 oz. The president of the society, J. E. 
Hassall, Esq., also made a very good basket, but did not weigh in for com- 
petition. Pike-fishing was not indulged in, although the water abounds with 
them. The baskets were chiefly made up of bream, roach, perch, and eels. 
Besides the prize-takers’, other fair baskets were made; nearly every member 
succeeding in taking fish, and the whole catch would be upwards of Ioolb. 
weight. Shortly after the weighing in the party journeyed home by saloon 
carriage after spending a very pleasant half-day’s outing —J. HOLLINs, hon, 
sec. ——— 

THE GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The first annual meeting of this society was held on Thursday evening, the 
7thinst., Mr. J. H. Rich presiding. The chairman, in moving the adoption 
of the report and balance sheet, said they had to congratulate themselves on 
the very satisfactory manner in which the society had progressed, They had 
only been established twelve months, and yet twenty-seven members had been 
enrolled, and after paying all expenses, &c., and expending a sum of money for 
prizes, there was a balance in hand of £1 6s. The election of the officers and 
committee for the ensuing year was then proceeded with, and resulted in the 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


301 





return of the gentlemen who had served last season. Some other business was 
transacted, and the meeting closed with a hearty vote of thanks to the chair- 
man,—The annual dinner of this society was held at the Conquering Hero, 
Upper Grange Road, on the 14th inst , when there were present thirty-four 
members and friends. Mr, Hunt took the chair, and after the dinner the usual 
loyal toasts, &c., were given, and several excellent songs sung. Mr. Hunt recited 
‘* The Tale of Portsmouth, or the Sailor and the Jew,”’ and Mr. George Gibbons, 
jun., recited ‘ Captain Reece, ‘‘ The Ancient Fisherman,’’ and scene five, act 

three of ‘‘ Virginius.”” All four pieces were well rendered and received 

with great applause. Mr. Ward gave a piscatorial address, which was very 

interesting. The prizes were distributed during the course of the evening, the 

winners being Messrs. J. H. Rich, W. Kayes (hon. secretary), George Gibbons, 
sen., S. Jones, and W. Rich, and four additional prizes for the forthcoming 

year were promised by four friends. 


THE ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Only a few members of the above society started out on the 17th inst , 
owing, I think, to the unsettled weather. The following members weighed 
in :—Messrs. Longman, Clafford, Laundy, Obbard, and Drew, sen.; total, 
12 1b. 40z. Mr. Drew, sen., wins Mr. Obbard’s prize—daily gift. The next 
eastern district visit will take place at the White Hart, Aylesbury-street, 
Clerkeowell, on Tuesday, July 3rd.—OBBARD, sec. 











THE MUTUAL (GLOUCESTER). 

On Thursday Jast the members of this club met together at their head 
quarters, the Pelican Inn, St. Mary’s Street, to partake of a salmon supper to 
inaugurate the fishing season cf 1883. The meeting was presided overby Mr. W. 
Luker, the president, and, was ably supported by the secretary, Mr. J. H. 
Barnes. After demolishing a Severn salmon of 171lb., with the coup de grace of 
bread and cheese and salad, the usual patriotic toasts were given from the 
chair and lustily responded to—more especially the name of H.R.H. the 
Prince of Wales, who has taken such great interest in promoting and bringing 
to a success the Great International Fisheries Exhibition. The remainaer of the 
evening was spent in harmony, the secretary giving ‘‘Take Back the Heart,’’ 
“Death of Nelson,’”’ and ‘* See that my Grave’s kept Green,’’ in his usual good 
style. ‘*Tom Bowling,’’? and ‘‘ The Suit of Corduroy,’’ by Mr. W. Luker, 
was well received, and also ‘‘Good Old Jeff,’’ and ‘‘The Farmer's Boy,’’ by Mr. 
A, Barber. ‘‘The Rose of Allandale’? and ‘* Aunt Sally,’? by Mr. W. 
Boulton ; ‘‘The Heart Bowed Down,”’ and ‘“‘ Tempest of the Heart,’’ by Mr. 
E. Haris; ‘‘ Allow me to See you Home,”’ and ‘‘Watercresses,’’ Mr. A. Eyde. 
The evening’s amusement terminated with the never-to-be-forgotten ‘‘ Auld 
Lang Syne ”’ and the ‘* National Anthem.”’ 


THE WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the Walton Angling Society, held at the Swan Inn, took 
advantage of the opening day of the season by having a contest, and although 
only in its second year, the society has a good roll. The contest took place in the 
Peak Forest Canal, and a goodly number of the members attended, when, 
after considerable competition, the following proved successful :—Joseph Green 
and C. J. Besdon divided first and second prizes; G. Wilde, H. Green, D. 
Burgess, J. Redfern, and J. Hall, divided third, fourth, and fifth prizes.— 
ALFRED DAVIS. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

The members of the above society fished a bottom fishing match at Pul- 
borough on the 17th for five prizes, all being taken; but the takes of fish 
were very small. Mr. W. Tyler, Ist prize, given by our host, Mr. Wood ; 
J. Freeman, 2nd, given by the members; H. Tyler, 3rd ; J. Dengate, 4th, 
given by Mr. W. Belton; J. Richardson, sth, a box of baby linen, given by 
Mr. J. freeman. But we must give the Doctor great praise for the manner in 
which he tried to gain the last prize. Nevermind, better luck next time.— 
ROACHER. = 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The members of this society decided to compete for two prizes, viz., AI Is. 
and ros. 6d., in the Association Water at Weybridge, on the 17th. Mr. 
Mawbey took the first with two nice bream, just beating Mr. Piolaine by half 
an ounce ; seyeral other members also had fish. The place and the water gave 
satisfaction, and it would give still more if the Association were to employ a 
certain number of gentlemen to examine the boxes and baskets ofall members 
and natives that fish the water, for the purpose of preventing undersized fish 
being taken. On this day several natives had lots of undersized fish, an1 one 
individual, I am informed, had between 4 and 5 lb. of undersized fish of all 
kinds. If this is allowed to go on, the water will not be of much use to an 
angler. Mr. La Feuillade visited Blunham on Saturday last. Sport very bad ; only 
thing worth taking was one perch just over I Ib., all other fishin bad condition 
just now. —PIxiz. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of the above society was held on June 12, with a good 
attendance of members. Every preparation has been made for the barbel com- 
petition, which takes place on the 17th inst., over the Thames only, anlitis 
to be hoped there will be a good show of fish. Members who have not already 
given in their names for the new privilege card are asked to do so at once, as 
the present tickets expire this week.—H. T. 

The weekly meeting of this society was held onthe roth, Mr. G. Evans 
occupying the chair. The third competition this year was duly contested for 
(barbel from Thames only) on the 17th inst., with success, prizes to the extent 
of £5 12s. 6d. being taken. Amongst the several fish, one member had a 
barbel of 631b., which he kindly presented to the society, who will, of course, 
have it preserved for the special purpose of forming a companion toa fish of 
a similar weight nowin the club-room. The fourth competition was formally 
arranged to take place on the 22nd July. In thisinstence all specimens of 
fish from any water will be allowed. Members intending to compete should 
enter their names at once.—H, T., sec. 


(ee EY 





Gronrce JAmEs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard F LIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices ¢ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 
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MID-THAMES. 


The opening of the season for 1883 has so far not been productive of an 
immense amount of sport ; but so far as it goes, it shows that old Father Thames 
has got a fin or two about his clothes, and will be only too pleased for pisca- 
tors to shake hands with the same. From Oxford, Shillingford, and Benson, I 
hear of eager piscators out early and late since the opening day, and being 
rewarded with decent baskets of roach, dace, and barbel. Barbel seem to be 
prematurely on the feed—this is, I think, in consequence of the warm weather 
and water. Iam glad of it, as it will engage the attention thoroughly of 
anglers, and prevent them paying attention tonon-takable jack, which should 
not certainly be fished for before September. At Marsh Pool, three trout of 
takable size have been had since Saturday last, and alsoa fatherly jack of 9 lb. 
Thear that a well-known piscator of Henley has been detected with four 
undersized trout in his punt, the excuse Leing that he wished to turn them into 
a particular and home part of the river. The plea is a very excusable and 
lacdable one, but it will not and does not wash—every undersized fish should 
ander all and any cires, be immediately returned to the river, forif hooked badly, 
the nursing it in a well is only administering poison toit. From Hamb'edon [ 
hear that the waters are alive with barbel. Marlow, Cookham, and Maidenhead 
reports are good, but must hold overa detailed account until my next, except 
that I may say some forty barbel have been taken in the latter waters since the 
opening day.—MArtLow Buzz. 


Ancholme, 


As Saturday last was the opening day for coarse-fishing, we made upa small 
party of five, consisting of the Rev. A. M. Platt, myself, and three juveniles, 
and paid a visit to Gulham and Harley Hill Lock. The weather was anything 
but fine during the early part of the day, but it moderated a little afterwards. 
With a comfortable covered conveyance and plenty of mackintoshes we, how- 
ever, took no harm. Owing to the rain and the strong north wind, which drove 
the waters upwards, the waters were much discoloured and trolling was, there- 
fore, out of the question. Despite these drawbacks we had very fair sport. 
Mr. Platt, who was trying a new rod, made a good beginning with the first fish, 
a bream weighing 2lb. ‘hen followed another of 2 lb. 6 oz., after which a roach 
of about 1}b. I fished close up to the weir in the hope of getting a stray trout, 
and managed to secure about a score of nice perch, which were in capital condi- 
tion. Altogether we hada large basketful of fish. There is evidently no scarcity 
of fish, and fair rod-fishiog makes but aslight diminution jn numbers. The best 
places are at the junctions of the becks with the main river. We are having 
occasional showers, but the water, unless we have heavy rains, should be in good 
condition by the time this is in print. We found worms the best bait.— 


THOMAS Forpb. ? 
Ballynahinch. 


Since last reports we have had very rough, showery weather, but never a real 
break, ‘To-day it is a north wind and very little thunder. No trout have ap- 
peared on the upper water as yet, but both salmon and trout are showing very 
numerous in the bay, and won’t rise until we have more rain, which I feel certain 
will soon come if the wind gets into the south or south-east. On the 14th, 
Mr. Sutherland got one peal, on the 15ththree, on the 16th two. Same date, 
Captain Annesley two. Onthe 18th, Mr. J. C. Macredy three; on the roth, 
Mr. Sutherland one; same date, Mr. Fane killed six and one summer salmon 
8 lb., also hooked and lost nine. The peal weighed from 431b. to 8 Ib.— 
WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Brand Creek (Near Littleport). 


At last we have made a start. Mr. George Linstead, of London, came down 
on 17th fora few days’ roach and perch fishing. The weed cutter was at work, 
and weeds coming down in tons and tons. After two days he gave it up in 
disgust. Since then the weed cutter has gone to the River Lark, and our 
river is clearing and getting into first-class order.—H. PRrEsTon. 


Brue (Somersetshire). 

Our opening day on Friday last was fairly successful. The wind was blowing 
very cold, but notwithstanding this some very decent baskets were taken home. 
During the week the dace and perch have been biting freely, and a few jack 
have been captured. Warm weather is, however, wanted to make angling at 
all pleasant.—YR AVALON ANGLER, 


Bure (Norwich). 

Good sport may be had at almost any station on this stream. At Ranworth 
good catches are being had, fine bream up to 3 lb. being taken witha led ger; 
but any one may, with almost a certainty of sport, go either to Wroxham or 
Horning Ferry. Norwich anglers will now avail themselves of the opportunity 
offered by the Great Eastern Railway to try Acle. I hope the company will 
see their way to extend the privilege of single fare to anglers going to Acle, as 
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they will always have to pay for tiap to get to the river, which is a mile from 
the station. Good fishing is nearly always to be had at Acle. 


Chichester. 


Hope springs eternal in the angler’s breast, too often not to be realised. The 
opening of the season at present has not been very satisfactory, but few good 
takes being chronicled. Friday was construed—or misconstrued—as the open- 
ing by some few eager hands, some good sport resul ting from the infringement, 
but no bream over 2} 1b. have yet been noted. This evening (Thursday) some 
enthusiasts intend trying nocturnal fishing, which result shall be chronicled 
next week. The water is in splendid condition, and fish should be well on.— 
GrEorGR F. SALTER. 

Chingford. 


The water is in good order. A good taking of roach and a few perch and 


chub.—G. BAILry. 
Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


On the 14th, Mr. C. Smart 5 brace; on the 15th, Mr. C. Smart 4 brace, Mr. 
A. Headley 2 dozen, 6 1b.; on the 16th, Mr. C. Smart 44 brace, Mr. Headley 
9 brace; on the 20th, Mr. T. Mathews 11 brace, Mr. A. Headley 2 dozen, 54 1b. 
With the long continuance of dry weather the river is very green at the bottom, 
and difficult to fish with worm, and the fly is best to use at present. A good 
flood is much wanted for fishing and for the good of the country round about 
the district. There is little prospect for turnip, and the hay is a failure. The 
Cramlington Fishing Club were here on the 16th, and they will send you the 
report for the day.—A. GLAss. 

Dove. 

Though there has been an increase in the colour and quantity of the water 
this week, still the rains have not made that perceptible difference one would 
have imagined. The fact is the long drought ,had rendered the land so hard 
and dry that it took in most of the moisture, and consequently there was 
comparatively little drainage into the river. Sport has been of a fine average 
character, the dishes running up to six or seven brace of trout per rod. The 
little blacks have been killing quite as well, if not better, than the drake. 
Grayling have been taking them as well as trout, and I am glad to state that 
the fish named are in capital condition, and the season promises to prove a very 
good one. We have hada great number of anglers out since last Saturday, 
when the coarse fishing season opened. Where they all come from I don’t 
know, but certain itis their number seems to increase every year. Roach, dace, 
chubb, bream, and barbel have been feeding p-etty well, though sport would no 
doubt have been betterhad there been more coloar in the water. The weather 
at the time of writing (Thursday night) is cold and gloomy, and further rain 
threatens.—Tuz SpLopGER. 

Exe and Barle. 

The two rivers are very low, and the evening fishing is decidedly the best. 
Trout were rising this afternoon freely at the red palmer, but came very short ; 
the red upright has been a killing fly ; the otter hounds were up last week and 
did good service, a male and female otter being killed in the Barle. 


Exe (Tiverton). 
The river is still very low. Fish continue to sport in the evening to the fern 
web, iron blue, and blue upright. -WM. WINDFORD. 


Grantham. 


Great disappointment is felt among anglers in this locality at the report that 
the Knipton Reservoir, Belvoir Lake, and the Croxton ponds in this locality 
are likely to be closed to the public for this year. Rumour has it that they . 
now contain none too many fish, and it is hoped by this stopping of public 
argling they wiil againincrease. The waters belong to his Grace the Duke of 
Rutland, and it is known that there must be some good and substantial reason 
for this course, for in matters of this kind his Grace is most liberal. Hopes 
are, therefore, entertained that at a future time things may go on as usual. 
Some very good sport among the trout has been enjoyed in this locality this 
season, One angler I hear has killed upwards of 80 brace already. Plenty of 
dace, gudgeon, and minnows are handy for bait purposes, and some good 
fishing is to be had in the river. On Monday a gentleman, in addition to some 
large roach, got hold of several very good chub.—X. 


Ilfracombe. 


A salmon was seen in the streams at Loughleigh bottom. Sea fishing—a 
few boats have had good sport this week among the bass. On Monday morning 
at three o’clock, two boats left the harbour for Baggy Leap, about three miles 
down channel, when they commenced fishing with their spinning baits, and 
soon had the satisfaction of knowing they were on theright ground. G. Rudd 
soon hauled 10 bass weighing 24]b., and G. Comer 18 lb., getting back again 
to harbour about ten o’clock. Tuesday and Wednesday morning several boats 
were off again for the fishing ground, returning about the same time, the 
average of bass caught by them was from 25 to 30 lb. per boat per tide. Boats 
fishing with ground lines just off the harbour have caught some fine strings of 
whiting, pollock and tamlin cod. Several large ling and skate have been taken 
from the Spillers, which they haul daily. Some fine lobste:s have been brought 
in weighing from 3 to 3# lb each, also several large crabs. There is capital 
sport from the jetty with rod and hand lines for small whiting, pout and 
pollock. Weather very mild.—E. CoMEr. ; é 


Lea (Pike and Anchor Fishery). 


There has been some good sport this week, some good perch and chub being 
taken, and there is every prospect of a very good season. I never saw so many 
fish in the river before. The water will be in splendid condition “the next few 
days after the beautiful rain of Wedaesday night. The eels are feeding like 
mad in the evening. If you sit outside of my house in the evening by yourself 
it really frightens one to hear every few minutes something rise and fall in the 
water like a man—chub or trout. —H. PUDDICOMB. 


Lea (Ware). 


The little rain we have had during the week has made the water here in very 
good condition, and the river is full of fish. There has been a good muster 
along the banks and very fair sport, but nothing of especial size to record. The 
natural food appears so plentiful at present that the fish are not so free to take 
the bait as could be desired. Still we hope soon to give an account of some 
big takes. We have been favoured witha week of fine weather, and the storms 
that have been so prevalent in many parts have passed over, only giving an 
occasional shower which has been very beneficial. —WM. STARLING. 


Lea (White House.) 


The river is now in fine order for the fly, as the dace and chub are both 
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putting in a good appearance. For the former the black gnat and red and 
grey hackles will be found most captivating. A take of a somewhat remark- 
able character was made this last week, viz , a tench scaling over three and a 
half pounds. There are others to be seen, though not of such unusual size. 
Eels seem to be in favour with those who condescend to angle for them. The 
late showers have merely added to the excellent fishing condition of the river.— 


Gro. BERESFORD. 
Louth Canal. 


This very prolific water is now rented by the Grimsby and District Angling 
Associaticn, and free fishing is stopped from Zetney Loch forward. Anglers, 
however, from a distance will be allowed to angle along the whole length by 
purchasing a ticket for a nominal sum from the keepers and others at the 
bridges and at Zetney. These are for the day, month, or year, and it is 
believed that by this strict supervision the waters may be very much improved. 
Some years ago there was not better roach and pike-fishing anywhere in the 
county north of the Witham.—X. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The epening day was very successful although the water was rather dirty. 
Mr. Gray, of the Powder Mills, as usual p:ovided breakfast—a kindness which 
was greatly appreciated. There were several jack, chub, and perch taken. 
The best chub was taken by Master Charles Johnson, the youngest member of 
the club, only nine years of age. It was asplendid chub, inthe pink of perfec~ 
tion. During the week Messrs. Bartram have taken some splendid roach off the 
Castle Swim, while Mr. Cox, of New Cross, succeeded in landing in one day at 
the Powder Mills Lock, nine pike and a perch. The water to-night is in 
splendid condition, and as the bream and roach are just commencing to feed 
nicely, no doubt in the next few days there will be plenty of sport.—Yz 
Mepway Wares Rar, 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


Heavy rain has fallen here to-day (Thursday), which will colour the water 
_ and make it in good fishing condition by Monday or Tuesday.—T. E. 


Taw (North Devon.) 


The rivers are very low indeed, but the heavy rain of last Friday enabled the 
fishermen to get sme good catches in the small streams, they having been dis- 
coloured in the night. One gentleman got three dozen, many 3 Ib. ; another filled 
his basket with fish from 13} ]b. to 1b., others got some good catches. The 
only little river open near Barnstaple is greatly abused. Some ungentlemanly 
parties leave at early morn about three and shut up by six, and return to the 
water again in the night, and this they do five out of six days, and use any pos- 
sible means to take fish, and it is supposed they fish for the market, and un- 
doubtedly next season one of the best small North Devons will be compulsorily 
closed because of such pot-hunters. Salmon were never so plentiful as at the 
present time in North Devon, but the water being so low they cannot go further 
than the tidal rivers. Having just returned from the Fisheries Exhibition, I 
would advise all interested in fish and fishing to give the exhibition a visit. 
There is something to see for all, no matter what their taste may be.—Rusry 


GaME. 
Thames (Chertsey). 


First two days’ fishing, 2 bream, 1 perch, 2 jack, and 1 put back, My son, 
J. Haslett, with a gentleman, 4 bream and 1 perch; fishing with another 
gentleman four hours, 1 bream and x perch. Wednesday, myself fishing with 
Mr. P. C. Wheatston, 9 bream, best fish 4 1b. Anyone wanting bream fish- 
ing I am ready, and bream to be caught ; direct, James Haslett, Bridge Hotel, 


Chertsey.—J. HASLETT. 
Thames (Datchet.) 


The opening of the season has not been attended with much success. A very 
good sprinkling of bank anglers were out on June 17th, with poor results. The 
barbel continue to jump out of the water the whole of the day, ard that's a 
pretty good sign they’re not feeding. I was passing by the tackle shop in 
Eton, on Saturday, and saw a fine jack caught by Mr. Stinton, weight 6} 1b. 
Saturday evening I made a purchase of a fly rodtotryfor a trout I saw the 
last time I was out. Next morning, I started, rather sceptical, on the fly business. 
However, I had not flogged long before I was woke up by one jumping out of 
the water atit. When I came to the one intended,I had arise, but not 
enough tosee what hewas. After that I hadarunwithhim. Spinning on 
Monday, I caught a nice little trout of 3 lb. with afly. Tried the chub; never 
had arise. I hope to say more about the general fishing next time.—G. L. 


Thames (Goring ) 
Water in good order for jack and perch. Roach not on much. Have been 
out five days; best day 6 jack and some very good perch, 3 largest jack going 


12 lb,—Joun Rusu. 
Thames (Richmond). 

The river is in capital order for angling now, and the dace are feeding very 
well, Messrs, C. Brown, E, Brown, H. Howard, Jobby Brain, and H. Mansell 
have all been out most days since Saturday, the first day of the season. It 
looks to me as if this will be one of the best seasons we have had for some time. 
There are plenty of fish, as they are t» be seen all over the place ; and there 
are some very good trout for those who may be fortunate to catch them. The 
average take of fish since the first day has been from § to 6 dozen sizeable fish. 
Joun BUSHNELL. 

Thames (Shepperton.) 

The water is getting in much better order for fishing. Prospects are very 

good for the first of the fishing season. Mr. F. Purdner first day of fishing, 

_ three dozen gudgeon ; to-day, 21st inst., two dozen gudgeon. The fishermen 

_ have been doing well with the jack, the three largest taken being 8 lb., 6 lb., 

and 41b. Myself to-day, being my first day, of fishing, nine dozen roach and 

dace. some of the cace very large, and two bream weighing 8 lb, and one 
perch 3 1b.—W., Rocezrson. 


Thames (Sonning). 

Had several gentlemen fishing, and have seen a great many rods out. Can’t 

_ hear of any fish being takea. Whether it ison account of the change in the 
weather or what, can’t make out. Mr. Field caught two trout last Friday 
under 2 lb., which were placed back in the water. Hope to be able tolet you 
haye account of some good takes when we get some warmer weather.—W. HULL 


Thames (Walton.) 


| George Howe, out with a gentleman, had a moderate day on the 16th; 
5 bream, the largest 44 lb., with 3 chub, was the take. Watford, with a party, 
took 3 dozen roach, averaging } 1b., on the 17th. -The river is low and, so far, 
1 little has been done. Some small jack have been reported, and we hear of a 








large one that was lost. Mr. Graham Ellis, who was rowing with Mr. Horne, 
tried a new artificial worm occasionally as they sculled up. They managed to 
hook a fine fish, but Jost their worm and about a foot of gut. We hope to have 
good news for you later.— OLD Swan. 


Trent (Alrewas and Yoxall). 


The weather has been so erratic since the opening of the season, I have little 
angling news to communicate. Mr. Henry Barber started the season at 
Yoxa!l, but only met with moderate sport, and that in the latter part of the day. 
Mr. Frank Jephcott, out at Alrewas yesterday, took a fair sample; 54 lb. of 
roach and dace at Alrewas and a good grayling ; and Messrs. Adams, Parker, 
and E. Hooper, at the same place, have had some fair perch and eel-ledgering. 
To-morrow, weather permitting, I intend making a start, but not with great 
expectations, as the wind is blowing from the north and the weather generally 
anything but fish like. River reported, in spite of the quantity of rain which has 
fallen since last Thursday, in good condition for all-round fishing.—JAMus 


GREGORY. 
Trent (Nottingham.) 


The close season expires to-day (Saturday), and prospects are very 
favourable indeed Inthe upper waters salmon have been abundant, and the 
-majority have fallen to that ever-killing bait on this river, the worm. Fly 
fishing for these noble fish is altogether out of the question. At Shardlow and 
near the weirs at King’s Mills, fish of more than average dimensions have fallen 
a victim to worm rodsters from Derby and Nottingham. Salmon, it is well known, 
prefer fast running streams, and very rarely indeed do I hear of them going up 
the Soar as mentioned by ‘‘Uimpus.’’ Perhaps ‘‘Limpus’’ is a practical 
fisherman, and if he will have the kindness to correspond with the editor of the 
FIsHING GAZETTE, he may, as regards the higher reaches of this river, have 
something through the present writer to learn as to the sport to be obtained. 
Certainly £ will promise him a good day. —Tue MAN ar Tus Cuvss. 
(Received too late for last week.) 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Matters piscatorial are wholly ata standstill at presentin this district, for although 
part rain has fallen, the ground is so parched bythe long continued drought 
that it will take afew days’ continued downpour to produce a good flood, which 
is greatly needed to clear out the weed and filth that has accumulated in the 
oed of the river. At the time of writing the wind has veered round again into 
the north-east, and more rain seems to be impending.—I'rancis M. 
WALBRAN, 


Witham and Drains. 


Just as I anticipated when I wrote last week, we had quite a crowd of anglers 
in the district on Saturday and early this week. Some, indeed, are staying the 
whter through. The sport on the whole has been equal to the highest estimate, 
particularly considering the wayin which the waters were dragged by a de- 
termined lot of poachers in the winter. There are plenty of fish, but un- 
fortunately there are plenty of weeds, too, which makes the taking of the fish 
in many places a matter of difficulty, and it will need a clearance before the 
sport can be carried without annoyance. Visitors flocked to the Bargate drain 
and the Hobhole drain mostly, and on both waters some good things were 
done on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. Thirty hours rain fell after I wrote 
my last notes, and hence the roach were well on, and some heavy bags were 
made. Mr. Sykes and friend killed 190 roach on Saturday, many heavy fish ; 
Mr. Cooper also did well, and perhaps a score of others had really big bags of 
roach. Some good tench were taken, one angler getting three weighing nearly 
8lb. Jack were a positive nuisance on the Bargate. On the Hobhole some 
good tench were also taken, chiefly by visitors. Some of these were observed 
on the waters as early as daybreak. Several nice silver bream were taken from 
the Aqueduct water, and some carp bream, going from 3lb. to 4lb., were 
caught on the Witham, near to the Grand Sluice. Pretty generally, anglers 
left the pike alone in their glory; but I hear of an angler at Sibsey getting 
three into his creel weighing 10lb. These fish, as well as perch, will be better 
allowed another month, at least. Eels are pretty plentiful botn in the drains 
and the river, and some large ones, 3 1b. and upwards each, have been kil ed 
with small roach, near to Langrick, in the river. Bothhere and at Anton’s 
Gowt good eels ure to be had, but for general angling, it would be well to let 
these waters wait. From what I hear, a nice treat is in store for the visitors 
to the Forty-foot, famous for its pike and perch, and there is quite a plethora 
of roach, Only a few anglers have patronised this water as yet. THE YELLOW 
BELLY. 

Wye and Derwent: 


Last Friday there was a very great quantity of heavy rain all over Derby- 
shire, which improved fishing very much on the above rivers. | Sport both on 
the Wye and Derwent, both the Jatter end of last week and the beginning of 
this, has been very good, and some excellent baskets of trout have been killed 
with both the ‘‘ green drakes’’ and ‘yellow duns.’’ While it was raining hard 
a gentleman took twelve brace of trout that weighed 18 lb.; another gntle- 
man, I believe Major Lovett, took six brace more of beauties, all off the Wye, 
and others have had similar baskets. Since Monday thunder has been hangs 
ing about the whole of the river and only small creels have been the order of 
the day. The bottom fishers on the Derwent killed some good dishes of both 
trout and grayling, on Saturday and Monday, chiefly with maggots and ant- 
eggs. The Derby trout-killer has been the death of some handsome trout on 
the Darley Dale Club waters. During this time the Derwent was discolouring. 
Sport on the ponds still continues excellent. One gentleman writes me that he 
killed thirty brace on last Tuesday in less than five hours, all killed with the 
small Derbyshire green drake. Another gentleman writes me that he killed 
fifteen brace inthe Amber, all with black gnat, and similar baskets have been 
made on all the ponds, both with fly anl bottom fishing, with worms and 
gentles for baiis. The night sine party have killed some large trout lately on 
their lines baited with live minnow and worms, Mr. W. King, of Matlock 
Bath, having taken a good many from 13 1b, to2 1b. each fish,—G, J. EATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 


There have been a good number of anglers out this past week ; but, according 
to the reports to hand, very little success has been had, the cold winds, which 
still continue, being very much against good sport, What we want is some 
hot weather and not much rain. , When this weather, with an alteration of the 
wind, sets in, I shall predict very large catches at either Brundall, Buckenham, 
orCantley. Professor Day, who has now just returned from the International 
Fisheries Exhibition with all the latest tips,has been busy down at Buckenham 
to-day landing some bream over 3 1b, and some good rudd. The 21st of Junein 
Norwich was a heavy, cold day. At Fritton Decoy it was raining nearly all 
day, with a heavy wind, and sport was bad, only one or two good bream being 
landed. Last week four anglers at Fritton landed 13 stone in the day. 
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Yore (Hawes). 

I see by the Yorkshire Post that anglers in the Swale at Richmond have been 
having excellent (?) sport. I very much question the excellency of the sport, 
when the report says one angler captured 45 trout, weighing 10 ]b., one day, 
with the fly, and on the following evening I9 trout, weighing 4 1b.! ‘*Och, 
murther!’’ as Pat would say. I wonder how many fish bet ween 2 oz.and 3 oz, 
there were inthe 45 and 19, Ireally wonder what sport there can possibly be 
in such wholesale slaughter of the innocents. The whole 64 just averaged 3} oz. 
each. Ireally should Jike to know how many between } 1b. and 4 1b. and above 
1 1b. were in the number. If there was.a fair sprinkling, there must have been 
some very small onesindeed, I wonder if it was a case of take all you catch, 
ornot. Some restriction ought certainly to be put upon the size of fish taken, 
Rain is now falling, and I am in hcpes of a fresh. A really sharp fresh is re- 
quired to make the streams at all fishable.. Should the promised fresh come 
by Friday I shall, no doubt, have a day cn Saturday, when I hope to give a 
good account of myself. The ‘‘ yellow Sally’? has been out in numbers all last 
week. ‘The ‘light blue’’ (dotterel), ‘‘ snipe blue,’’ ‘‘red woodcock’’ or snipe 
red, and with ‘iron blue,’’ purple body, ought to be the killing flies, and I have 
no doubt they will.—JosEeH Corry. 

[The Americans have a very expressive term for the man who keeps all he 
catches, large or small, in season or out of season, they call him a ‘‘trout hog,’’ 
and so he is.—ED. | 








DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES WON AT THE RECENT 
ANGLERS’ TOURNAMENT. 


THE prizes won at the International Anglers’ Tournament, held at 
Hendon on June tr, will be distributed this evening, at eight o’clock, 
at the Foresters Hall, Clerkenwell, by Mrs. R. B. Marston, 








GOSSAMER ‘“ SUN-CURED” WATERPROOF COATS, &c., 
FOR ANGLERS. 

AFTER years of vexatious struggles to solve the problem, how to go 
fishing without being incumbered with a macintosh, and yet keep 
dry, we really think the question willin future not trouble us. It is 
true the macintosh must go with us, but no longer as an encumbrance, 
for in its latest and best form, as sold by Messrs. Swan and Edgar, of 
Regent Street and Piccadilly, the weight has been almost done away 
with. Fancy the convenience of starting off for a long day's fishing 
with a coat weighing little more than your pouchand tobacco! and yet 
absolutely waterproof, and costing about half the price of the heavy 
ordinary macintosh. In addition to these chief recommendations, this 
‘*Gossamer’”’ waterproof possesses other scarcely less valuable, and, 
in goods of this kind, unusual qualities. The material is not vul- 
canised, as that treatment tends to impoverish it, and causes it to 
adhere when wet or warm, but is sun-cured by a process which is said 
to give additional strength, combined with freedom from offensive 
odour, and absolute immunity from adhesiveness, as tested by water 
and temperature of tropical climates. We understand that coats, 
leggings, caps, &c., made of this material can be packed up wet 
without the possibility of their sticking together, and surely the 
following experiment by the reviewer of our,esteemed contemporary, 
Land and Water, speaks volumes for the gossamer waterproof: ‘‘ We 
have no hesitation in saying that they answer up to all that is claimed 
for them, for we have put one of them to very severe tests. We have 
made a water-trough of it for a whole night, but not a sign of 
moisture came through, and then the next day we placed zt on the grate 
in the front of a good bright fire for two hours, making the materzal as 
hot as we could without actually burning, but there was not a particle 
of offensive smell and not the faintest approach to stickiness.’’ The 
italics in the above extract are ours, For particulars of price, &c., 
we refer our readers to Messrs. Swan and Edgar’s advertisement in 
our columns, Their name alone is a sufficient guarantee of the 
genuineness of this new waterproof, for which they are the sole 
English agents. We strongly recommend anglers, for their own 
benefit and convenience, to bear in mind the ‘‘ Gossamer” when they 
want new waterproofs of any kind. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Enquirer, Birmingham.—The general complaint of anglers who try for carp 
for the first time is that ‘*they won’t bite.’? The * water fox”? is not to 
be taken at the will of the angler—at least, not large fish. The best 
all-round bait you can use is a well-scoured marsh or small lob worm. 
Paste made of white bread and also paste of brown bread sweetened with 
honey, green gentles, small potatoes well boiled, or potatoes mashed with 
a little butter and milk, and put on a small triangle hook. These are as 
good baits as any youcan make use of in attempting the capture of the 
carp ;—‘*‘ the queen of rivers: a stately, a good, and a very subtle fish,’’ as 
Walton has it. But whatever bait you use, remember that you must 
carefully ground-bait the place you intend to fish the day before; and lst 
it be some quiet, deep corner where the fish are not disturbed by people 
passing to and fio. Get up as early as you like, fish just on the bottom with 
fine but strong tackle, and above all keep out of sight, and as quiet as the 
smoke from your pipe. Bream, tench, roach, &., may be taken in this 
way. Early and late are the best times. Get the exact depth when you 
first ground-bait the place, so that you won't have to disturb the fish 
again. Put in for ground-bait small quantities of the same bait you 
intend to fish with, and neyer throw in stale ground-bait. For heavy 
carp, tench, and bream you should have running tackle anda pliant rod 
as they are most powerful fish. We got a tench of 2 lb. the other evening 
which fought like a Turk for five minutes, on a light flyrod. By the way 
Walton’s statement that the tench has a large eye is wrong, as few fish have 
smaller eyes than the tench. 5 

Danwent.—The life history of the alder is very similar to that of the May-fly 
The egg, which is dropped on the water, produces a creeper which 
encases itself in a husk-like shell, from which it emerges as a perfect fly 
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next year. It isa favourite food of the trout, but being a largish fly and 
difficult to imitate, cannot be used with advantage on bright days in clear, 
calm water; but when the pools are ruffled by a breeze it will kill well, 
especially if cast well in under the opposite bank, then drawn gently out. 
It is not sufficient to send the fly within two feet of the bank under the 
impression that any trout between it and the bank wil see it; he often 
does not see it, or if he does is often much too lazy and well fed to go out 
of his way for it. : 

Sky Bruz.—You have not complied with our rule, and we cannot insert 
anonymous letters. We may say that in the deep holes a little above 
whcre the cutting is made from the Derwent to Scawby Beck, and just below 
Hackness, we have seen trout that would go a good 24 ounces, and one fish 
which we rose and pricked was two pounds if an ounce. 

CAmEron.—As the whole pith of your letter Jies in the supposition that Thames _ 
trout aré becoming exterminated, we cannot insert it, as all the best 
authorities on the river say the fish are increasing wonderfully, and your 
suggestion to stop trout fishing for a season is out of place if the fish are 
increasing, 

An OLD ANGLER.—It is the same Wimbledon Park. We do not know the 
nearest station to the Lake. You can get a day ticket for 6d. or Is., 
we believe. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


ANGLING PROSPECTS AND POACHERS NEAR 
KIDDERMINSTER. 

S1tr,—Angling in the Severn has almost been at a dead-lock, owing to the 
quantity of stone gall upon which the.fish are feeding, and they will not be 
tempted by any other bait. The water being very low and fine as well, the 
fish keep in mid-water and out of reach of bank fishers. Boats or punts are 
seldom used. Should a fresh come on, I think that the opening season will be 
one of great success: the fish are in first-class condition, and plenty of them, 
especially trout ; they are more numerous now than for years past, owing to 
the kindness of gentlemen on the river, in turning in some thousands of 
salmon and trout. The destruction of fish in this district by poisonin¥ the 
water of the tributaries is increasing to an alarming extent. In the small 
river Dowles, one mile from Bewdley, more than 20,000 of salmon and trout. 
fry, as well as vast quantities of spawn (the fry had only been turned in‘o the 
above river the day before), were destroyed by some miscreant, for whose 
detection a reward of £10 is offered by the executors of Mr. Pease. We 
hope this will be the means of bringing them to justice. Conygree, another 
tributary of the Severn, between Stourport and Bewdley, suffered the like fate. 
Also in the beautiful stream running through Chaddesley Corbett nearly the 
whole of the trout have been destroyed; also at King’s Norton fish of all 
classes have suffered severely. I think that the various clubs should use their 
best endeavours, both by their united action as well as by offering rewards, to 
put a stop as far as possible to this wholesale destruction of such vast 
quantities of valuable fish; but there is such lukewarmness among the clubs— 
not even the thought of amalgamation, and holding a conference, and discussing 
the best methods to preserve our small rivers, which want the greatest 
protection, especially during the fence months. Many trout fall victims to the 
wire as well as the net. ‘The small rivers are the nursery for the Severn, 
which can nearly take care of itself. Mr. James Yoemans, a member of the 
United Brothers’ Angling Society, caught, on Friday last, a splendid trout, 
weighing, when caught, 4 lb., in first-class condition, it being the largest known 
to be caught angling from the river Stour. There are plenty of good trout in 
this river, as well as coarse fish, and it is a noted river for the breeding of fish, 
Anglers visiting this district can have every information for angling by applying 
at the Swan Hotel, Vicar Street, Kidderminster, or to the secretary of the 
United Brothers’ Angling Society, at the above address.—I am, &c., 

Swan Hotel, Kidderminster, EDWIN LAWRENCE, sec, 


EEL-FISHING IN THE FENCE MONTHS. 

S1r,—In your foot note to Mr. Porter’s letter, ‘‘ Re Prizes for Hel-fishing,” — 
you say, Mr. Editor, ‘* This is just what clubs should do, but they are afraid 
their members would be tempted to catch other fish.”’ rid 

This is absurd on the part of the clubs, for if they should accidentally take 
a perch, or other fish, the angler could not keep it, neither could he show it to 
another angler, much less at his club. Why this feeling amongst club members, 
I fail to understand. If they think this with regard to eel-fishing, why do they — 
not think the same with regard to fishing for trout? Certainly, while 
spinning, I have before now hooked almost every other fish but trout. 
On one occasion, fishing in the King’s Weir, I landed out seven jack and one 
or two chub, but not a single run could I gat with trout. 

I have been fund of eel fishing for many years, and find it very good sport. 
Iam, therefore, enabled to inform doubters that very little harmwould be 
done toa water by eel-fishing, for the following reasoas :—Bream, barbel, &c., 
will not take the worm unless places have been previously baited up. 

Let any man who doubts this try it. I should only be too glad to finda man 
who would angle with me for, say six hours a day (once a week), during the 
months of April and May, the conditions of the match being—should a bream, 
roach, barbel, chub, tench, or carp be taken, the amount of 5s. for every fish 
caught to be paid into the Benevolent Fund by the captor. 

I know plenty of men who would like to fish for eels, ebut have not the moral 
courage to be seen out with a rod during the fenc months, yet they are 
among the first to rush after the fish that have failed to complete their spawning 
in the time allotted by the Mundella Act. : : 

With regard to your correspondent’s remarks that the clubs are suffering 


from too long a close season, this is perfectly correct with regard totbe 


Waltonians, and I daresay with many others. Let those who wish well for 
the clubs and Angling Associations look to this, for it is a fact they some day” 
will have cause to be sorry for.—I am, &c., 

F. Matcorm, Waltonians. 

[In reply to Mr. Malcolm, we can only say that when we protested at the 
Society of Arts meeting against the proposal to include eels in the list of fish 
protected by the Mundella Act, we were told by prominent London and other 
club men that eel-fishing ‘‘ afforded too good an excuse for fishing for any- 
thing that could be caught.” The Sheffield delegates wanted eel<fishing in 


the fence months, and as a compromise the Sheffield and London men agreed 


to ask that, except in tidal waters, eel-fishing should be illegal in the fence 
months,—ED. } 


June 23, 1883] 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


INLAND FISHERIES EXHIBITS. 
(Continued from page 275.) 

SMALt’s patent self-cleaning aquarium (No. 778 in Catalogue), 
37, Brecknock Road, London, N., attracted our attention from 
the crystal clearness of the water in the specimens exhibited. By 
means of a simple cleansing apparatus all dirt is drawn away. An 
aquarium 24 by 15 by 16 inches deep costs £5 4s. Those who 
take an interest in aquatic life as it can be developed on a small 
scale will find this aquarium admirably suited to the purpose, and 
also for hatching and breeding fish. In the exhibit of Mr. Jones, 
of Scarborough (No. 30 in Catalogue), close to the main entrance, 
will be found some very excellent rods and wooden reels for fish- 
ing from a pier or boat for sea fish. The rods are strong, of 
hickory and greenheart, and the tops are provided with a capital 
arrangement for facilitating the casting of a heavy bait; indeed, 
Mr. Jones informs us that a bait and lead weighing 6o0z. can be 
cast 70 or 80 yards with these rods, We most strongly advise 
our pike-fishing friends to inspect the exhibit of Mr. Jones, and 
feel sure they will agree with us that this improved rod tip might 
be most advantageously used in pike-fishing—the line runs out 
onasmall grooved brass wheel, working in a brass support. 
These ‘“‘wheel tops” can be bought at a very small price, and 
fixed on any stout top*. Mr. Jones received a silver medal and 
diploma at Norwich, and also won the £20 prize given by the 
Fishmongers’ Company for the best essay on ‘‘ The Spawning of 
Sea Fish.” 

No. 654A is a small glass case exhibited by Mr. Wm. King, of 
1, New Road, Commercial Road, London, containing specimens 
of various kinds of baits preserved in his excellent fish-preserving 
fluid, in our opinion by far the best thing of the kind yet in- 
vented. The baits retain all their natural brilliancy and tough- 
ness. Mr. King sells his preservative, in the form of powder, at 
a very moderate price, and this powder has the great advantage 
of being perfectly harmless to use, requiring only the addition of 
water, and possessing none of the unpleasant odours and sticki- 
ness of methylated or glycerine preparations. For preserving 
specimens for museums Mr. King’s invention will be found 
invaluable. 

Messrs. Redpath and Co., of Kelso-on-Tweed (No. 474 in 
Catalogue), have a very good general exhibit of rods, flies, and 
tackle. They manufacture for the trade and export.only. We 


noticed in their case a telescopic landing net handle sliding out 


into three lengths, very strong and useful, the only drawback being 
its weight, as itis made of metal. Their winches are neat and of 
good shape, and they also exhibit split-cane salmon and trout 
rods. A speciality of theirs is a hand-made, twisted, all-hair 
salmon and trout line, very fine indeed—in fact, the best lines of 
this description which have come under our notice. .They took 
a gold medal and other special prizes at the Edinburgh Exhibi- 
tion last year, and we then spoke highly of their exhibit, men- 
tioning specially a 1os.-6d. trout fly-rod, which we bought of them 
—a beautifully-balanced red, which Mr. Francis Francis handled 
with approval, and which so took the fancy of Mr. Senior (“ Red 
Spinner”) that he begged us to let him have it at the price we 
gave forit. He informs us, aftertwelve months’ use, that it is 
one of the best rods he ever handled. This firm has brought out 
a new winch fitting, the ‘Revé,’ which is very simple and 
effective. The winch ringis cut to admit winch plate, and is 
then slid round until stopped by a pin. Their artificial stone fly 
creeper, hand-painted, is said to wear well, is the best 
imitation of this most deadly bait that we have seen. They are 
large manufacturers of flies of all kinds—in fact, they employ no 
less than five-and-twenty fly-dressers on their premises, besides 
others; and their midge flies on single and double hooks, trout 
flies, and salmon flies are used by thousands of North country 
angiers, who get them from the retailers. Gut lines, rods, and 
flies are their specialities. 
Mr. W. B. Hovell (472), basket manufacturer, St. Andrew’s 
Works, Bedford Street, Norwich, has a show which is well worth 
the attention of all classes of anglers. His Norwich “special 
prize basket,” to hold rods, tackle, Iunch, glasses, small bait can, 
&c., with waterproof top, is an admirably convenient, light, and 
strong affair, far better than any box. His new fishing and 
luncheon seat basket combined forms a comfortable seat with back, 
and has compartments for fish, tackle, &c. It folds up into a com- 
| pact and handy affair to carry, and the price (25s.) is moderate. His 
fishing frail, with leather handles (price 2s.), will be appreciated 
_ by our East-end friends, and his basket rod-holders, of all sizes, 
from 38. 6d. to 8s. 6d., afford a very strong, neat, and light means 











_ * Since writing the above we have tried one on a stout spinning rod, and 
henceforth shall use no other kind of top-ring, It reduces the friction fully 
 one-half.—ED. 


of carrying rods of all kinds—better and cheaper than leather, 
cloth, or wood. His cane punt-chair, with back, is an improve- 
ment in every respect on the old kitchen chair generally used. 
Messrs. Little and Co., of 15; Fetter Lane, London, make the 
most imposing show of rods, tackle, &c., in the Exhibition. 
Among their novelties is a winch-fitting to fit any winch-plate, 
from a small trout to a large salmon. It is extremely simple and 
thoroughly practical—in fact, the only suggestion we can make 
is that there should be a catch of some kind to prevent the hold- 
fasts working loose when the winch is screwed up into place, and 
we are informed that this will be done in all fittings madean 
future. To put your winch on the rod, all you have to do is to 
insert the plate in the metal caps, and then, by turning a milled 
head, the caps close up and clasp the plate securely. The 
advantage of a winch-fitting which will hold any winch firmly 
will be apparent to all anglers; many inventions have been 
tried, but we must admit this meets the requirements better than 
any other, and if Messrs. Little carry out the suggestion as 
regards the catch they may rely on a large sale. A curiosity in 
their exhibit is a wonderfully light trout-winch made of alumi- 
nium ; the price (44) will prohibit its general use. Their cork 
body May-fly, with the hook in the head instead of in the tail, 
struck us as being a new and possibly good idea; they have been 
inundated with orders for them. Every angler who has used the 
artificial May-fly knows what a large proportion of rises he misses 
in a day’s fishing. We always attribute this to the fact that the 
stiff wings prevent the hook taking hold. In some cases, it 
arises, undoubtedly, from striking too rapidly—with asmall fly you 
cannot strike too quickly, but with a big fly it pays to wait for an 
instant. Without trying them, we cannot say how they will 
answer, but it certainly appears to us that the hook in the head is 
more likely to catch than in the tail, as the wings in this case 
offer less resistance to the bolting of the fly by the fish, and more 
resistance to its being pulled out of its mouth. A beautiful little 
rod in their exhibit is a split cane, which goes into a walking- 
stick, which can also be used asa butt if required. They have 
some really superb but rather short salmon gut, and their four- 
penny tin fly minnow, and soft rubber ‘‘appetiser’’ are very good. 
Friend “A. R. I. E. L.” should have a look at these, as they are 
made purposely for casting overhand, as in fiy-fishing, and in 
clear, low water are very effective. Little’s sole-skin minnow is 
no novelty now, but we noticed some little fellows in which the 
sole-skin was beautifully soft and transparent. Their fly boxes 
for holding flies and gut collars are among the best we have seen. 
When reviewing the ‘‘ Rod in India” some time ago, we pointed 
out that its author wished some house would bring out spinning 
baits with extra strong hooks for Mahseer fishing ; he ought to be 
quite satisfied with the immensely strong hooks on Messrs. Little’s 

Mahseer baits! Their general exhibit of rods and tackle of all 
kinds is first class, and we noticed particularly some stained gimp 
traces for pike-fishing. A gentleman who happened to be exa- 
mining the exhibit when we did informed us that for years past 
he had stained his gimp in a bath of 5 grains of bichloride of 
platinum in 1 oz. of water, and assured us that this has not the 
slightest deteriorating effect on the silk. Mr. P. D. Malloch, of 
209, High Street, Perth (No. 471), is a practical salmon and trout 
angler of great fame in Scotland, and we last week referred to 
his skill in casting as exhibited at the Tournament. He exhibits 
several valuable articles; his spring joint-fastening is the best 
and simplest joint-fastening we have yet come across—extremely 
neat, easy to work, and with nothing to get out of order, and he 
charges only 6d. a joint to fit it to any rod. We leave it to our 
fly-fishing readers who may examine this fastening to say whether 
it is admirable or not. There are so many ‘“lock-fast” joints 
now before the public that it is difficult to say which is best 
without actually trying all of them, but this certainly at once 
commends itself to the practical angler. Mr. Malloch is perhaps 
best known to anglers as the inventor of the ‘‘sun and planet 
winch,” not new now, but greatly improved recently. The feature 

in this winch is that the line can never get caught round the 
handle; it may hang round it, but it is not stopped by it, as you 
may purposely wind the line round the handle, and yet it runs 
freely off the reel. Mr. Malloch has taken orders for over 200 of 
these winches since the Exhibition opened. But, in our opinion, 
he has a winch in preparation which is better even than this; we 

have ordered one 2} inches in diameter. for trout-fishing, and as 
soon as it comes to hand will give further particulars. 

It is always especially pleasing to us to notice the goods ofa 
tackle maker who is himself an expert angler—he is pretty sure to 
know exactly what anglers want. Mr. Malloch, in one day’s fishing 
on the Tay last season, killed twelve salmon, averaging 17 lb. 
a-piece. He showed us the “sun and planet”’ reel, which reeled-in 
these fish—and Tay salmon yield to none in fighting qualities— 
and on the same reel during the last seven or eight years he has 
killed many hundreds of salmon. Better testimony to the value of 
areel could not be given, for inno part of its mechanism does it 
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exhibit any signs of wear. Another feature in his exhibit is the 
braided silk line made only for him, and dressed with a dressing 
of his own invention. Always on the look-out for a_ good line, 
and dressing for fly-fishing, &c., we may say it was with a feeling 
of delight that we came across this of Mr. Malloch for the first 
time. We can truly say that it is, without exception, the very 
best line we have ever seen, and we think that will be the verdict 
of nine out of ten unprejudiced anglers. The price, 13d. per 


yard, is very moderate, and in addition to its great 
strength and excellent waterproof qualities, the colour 
—no slight matter—is perfect. But this examination 


of rods and tackle, though extremely interesting, is most tiring 
work, and the glimpse of an American bar in close proximity to 
Mr. Malloch’s case suggests that we may leave the rest of the 
fishing-tackle exhibits for another day. Asan appropriate ending 
to a review of fishing-tackle, we tried a ‘‘ Fisherman’s Prayer,” 
and our advice to any angler who may think of selecting this 
from the long list of Yankee drinks in which it figures is—dont! 

By the way, ina hurried glance through the fish market, we 
noticed on the stall of Messrs. Holmes and Son, of Berwick-on- 
Tweed, a number of trout fry from 5 to 7 inches in length ex- 
hibited for sale, and among them a samlet. On remonstrating 
with the salesman, he coolly informed us they were from the 
Whitadder, and a fair specimen of its trout! Now, having fished 
the Whitadder, we can only say that such specimens from that 
charming river would disgrace the creel of the veriest tyro at fly- 
fishing, and it is a great pity that the slaughter of such innocents 
is not illegal. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By+L. B: ; 

THE long-looked-for 16th of June, the first day of the general angling 
season of the year of grace 1883, was heralded in by as wet, cold, and 
miserable a morning as it has ever been my ill-fortune to see, and I 
much fear the puntman’s first impression of his customer must have 
been anything but afavourable one ifit was based upon theaspect of the 
disappointed, ill-humoured face that at 5 a.m. appeared for a moment 
at one of the open latticed windows at host Brewer’s comfortable 
hotel, Ye Old Crown, Weybridge, nor, I fear, was the tone in which 
the writer grunted out, ‘‘ Eight o'clock wili be quite early enough at 
this rate,” particularly sweet. Eight o'clock brought a tepid sunshine, 
but the wind continued very cold, and the two days—16th and 17th 
—during which my friend, Mr. Sanguinetti, and myself fished care- 
fully and with such fine tackle as caused the attendant to open his 
eyes in wonder, were neither enjoyable (as far the weather was con- 
cerned) or productive of good bags—indeed, two or three chub and 
perch, a few dace, gudgeou, &c., were all we coud show. In the 
other punts blanks were the rule—a few small bream and a small jack 
or two the exception. The Thames water, at least at Weybridge, is, 
or was on Saturday and Sunday, a very bad colour—from sheep wash- 
ing, as David Hackett informed us, now in full swing all up the river. 
From all other quarters, Lea, Arun, &c.,I hear reports of most in- 
different sport. Atleast, there is just one exception to this rule, as 
the following, which occurs ina letter received from my good friend, 
Mr. Herbert Vincent, secretary of the Watford Piscatorials, will 
show. Mr. Vincent doesn’t, however, state how the chub, dace, and 
trout were taken, but itis within my own knowledge that the club 
numbers some A I fly fishers, and I should not wonder if fur and 
feathers skilfully used, lured these fine fish to their destruction. 

The rain worked wonders with the Colne, and the Watford piscators 
did their best to do the same with the fish. Mr. Eden weighed a few 
chub, 3 lb. 10 oz., 2 1b. 13 0z., 2 1b. 11 oz.. 1 1b. 8 oz., and half a dozen 
fish just under that weight, also trout. 1 1b. 134 0z.; Mr. Cabill, carp, 
1 lb. 830z., anda fine show of dace, the largest a beauty, 15 0z.; 
Mr. Lovejoy got amongst the dace, several fish 10 oz. and 11 oz., and 
a good lot of jack from the Old Bog Hole; Mr. Ross, trout of 


1lb. 7 oz.; and last, but not least, our worthy chairman, Mr. Horn, 
weighed eels. The members decided at their last meeting that no 
fish should be weighed at the club house under the following sizes: 
—Roach, 12 oz.; perch, 12 0z.; jack, 3 lb.; chub, 1 1b. 8 02. ; carp, © 
Ilb.; tench, 11b.; dace, 8 0z.; trout, I lb. 8 oz. ; bream, 1 Ib. 8 0z.; 
barbel, I lb. 8 oz. 

Four members were elected on Monday last; the yearly sub- 
sas is to be i5s. per annum, payable in advance, and entrance 
ee 10S, 

The bills are up all along the Canal, from Cassio Bridge to ~ 
Beasley’s Lock, the society’s new fishery. 

Readings in Angling Societies. North-Western District Alliance, 
—A most interesting paper, entitled ‘‘ The Chub and its Habits,” was 
read by Mr. R. W. Hobden, at the Cock and Crown Tavern, High ~ 
Street, Hampstead, on Tuesday evening, the 19th inst. The chair 
was occupied by Mr. L. Bonvoisin, and among those present were 
Messrs. Hoole, Marsball, and other representatives from the Ham- 
mersmith, North-Western, Duke of Cornwall, and several other 
societies. Needless to say, Mr. Hobden’s paper was listened to 
throughout with the deepest interest, and in conclusion received with 
long and continuous applause, after a short but interesting discussion, 
which clearly showed the intelligent interest taken in the subject. 
The meeting was brought to a close with a cordial vote of thanks to 
Mr. Hobden for his reading, the usual vote of thanks being also 
accorded to the chairman, 

I am glad to see my remarks ve Wimbledon Lake so entirely corro- 
borated by an independent witness. I hope shortly to have a day 
down at this lake, and then I shall be in a position to speak further 
concerning same, and from practical experience. 

The 16th June is, in my opinion, a full fortnight too soon to com- 
mence the angling season, and I have always consistently advocated 
a general fence season for all fish (excepting jack and perch) extend- 
ing from the rstof April to the 1st of July. By the 16th of June, 
however, with a very few local exceptions, all our freshwater fish 
have spawned and are very fairly mended, and quite so by the 1st of 
July. And I must confess I am ata loss to understand what fisk our 
Editor refers toin his foot note in the issue of the 16th inst, as being 
weighed in at the London clubs in a ‘‘ full spawing” or ‘‘ spent” con-+ 
dition during the next month or six weeks. 

[We referred to parbel, bream, andcarp, whichin sme localitieshave 
not yet spawned! For instance, the barbel in the Thames have not 
done spawning yet. Also to the fact that roach and chub are certainly 
in the *‘spent” condition just now. Also to the fact that for several 
seasons past river reporters have mentioned for some weeks after the 
opening that ‘‘fish are in very bad condition. have not yet spawned, 
or only just spawned.’’ We quite agree with “‘L, B.” that the 
season opens too soon; to properly protect the fish, it should extend 
from January t to December 31 in each year—the jack will vote for 
this. But, seriously, friend ‘‘ L. B ,” what we object to is the outcry 
which is made against a man who goes fishing for fish in seison in 
the fence months, by men who feel no compunction in taking any 
quantity of fish out of season after the 15th of June. But we will not 
fall out on this matter. We will agree to disagree, and if ‘*L. B.”’ 
will come in about a month’s time, we will give him every chance to 
introduce himself to some patriarchal carp, bream, and tench, and 
promise him not to refer to the question of fence months.—ED. | 








COARSE FISH CULTURE, 


AMONG the papers to be read next week at the Great International 
Fisheries Exhibition Conferences is one by Mr. R, B. Marston, Editor 
of the FISHING GAZETTE, on Coarse Fish Culture, with notes on the 
spawning times and places of fresh water fish other than Salmonide. 
An interesting discussion in connection with this paper is expected, 
and the question whether the black bass is or is not a suitable fish to 
place in our waters will be referredto. The chair will be taken at 
4 p.m. on Friday next, the 29th, by Thomas Spreckley, Esq., president 
of the Thames Angling Preservation Association. The Conferences 
are held in the charming Conservatory of the Horticultural Society, 
and are open to all visitors to the Exhibition. 








JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES: 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRLGE | 218; 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


held by the leading Anglers of the day. 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisutnc Gazerre of March 18, 18° 2. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. No 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 





Mrs. OGDEN SMITH, 


Daughter cf the late James Ogden (late | 
of Cheltenham), 


FLY DRESSER, FISHING ROD AND 
TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 
4, STANLEY TERRACE, ST. JOHN’S HILt, 
CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 
Opposite Clapham Junction Gates, London, S. W. 





The Saturday Review» 
May 12th, 1883, says:—We 
can honestly add that the 
unmounted edition (£2 2s.) 
of Messrs. Letts’s Atlas is 
beyond all question the 
cheapest full compendium 
of geographical information 
to be obtained, and the 
mounted form (£5) one of 


OMPLETE* 


Detailed Prospectus of LETTS, Limtd: London Bridge, E.C, 
“2 a ad te wf 


--- ‘: - 
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PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION, 


. ee 1 
- Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and al 
who are interested in the purification and preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


AT THE 


Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 
of purifying Sewage by the A BC PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO C)., LIMITED, 
SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


Where the operation 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Riedicime q‘tnesé. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cure disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 
buoyant condition :— ; 

“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 
* GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“ RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

*““RED PASTE BALLS,”’’ for Conditioning Horses, 

*“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

““GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

* ATCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills. 

**CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. 

Price of Chest, with “‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. €d., carriage paid. Each artic’e can 
be had separately. 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT. 


SET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON W. 
AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 





22, DOR 








Paes ODOR OF THE FOREST 


KING’S 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum, 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisninc GAzEITE 
"A. R.I, E.L.,” and other leading anglers, 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8 and 16 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


HATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 


In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postige 
extra. 


éA 





= + wy 


The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Forrest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. Itstands at vhe head of all American 
publications ofits class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 

. Value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field e-periences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
®éa and River Fishing. Fisheulture, 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 

well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest anp STREAM annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2)s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 

Published by tne Foresr anp STREAM PuBLISHING Company, 37, Park 
' Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and Kivineton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies. 





To be obtained of the following tackle dealcrs amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Road; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 





PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 





Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Ioo0 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD 





‘© The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness.’’—B) itish 
Workwoman. ; 
“Can scarcely fail to prove of service.” —The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 








GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 


EA SIDE. — TOURIST FORT- 
~ NIGHTLY and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
TUESDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS 
are issued by all Trains to YARMOUTH, LOWESTO#rT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the~Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer, 





CARRIAGE FREE. 
THE 


TROMBONETTE 


(Registered.) 


_Any person can now play all the melodies they knew, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 
or TUITION. Thetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionette, cr sonorous as the obce, Thus the possessor of 
one ofthese charming instruments becomes at cnce on an 
equality with practised musicians, cad WITHOUT ANY 
MUSIC4SL KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 

The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 
For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Pienics, and evenings at homeit 1s invaluable. 
Address—Cuas. MILLER & Sows, 70, Patshull Road, 
London, N.W. 


ao AQUARIUM.—GRAND ROSE 

and STRAWBERRY SHOW of the SEASON, 
JULY 4—£50 prizes. For entries apply to Mr. E. Bennett, 
Holly Bank Nurseries, Potter’s Bar, Middlesex, 


OYAL AQUARIUM.-—This 


Summer ENTERTAINMENTS, 
din. Lit by Klectric Light. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 

Two Great VAKIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8. Stokes 

on Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Lhursdays at 2. 
No extra charge. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—The 

TAS. The only Female Gymnasts. 

ot Grace, 
trapeze, 





Day.— 


Coolest Lounge in Lon- 








BONI- 


The Perfection 
A really wonderful performance on the high 
5.15 and 9,15- 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
FARINI’S KkAO, the Missing Link, Admission 1s, 
2.30 until 6, and 7.30 until 10, 


ee pdane AQUARIUM.—This 


}s.5 28, afterwards, Lit by Electricity, 








Day.— 


Open from 12 until 11.32, Admission, until 6 o’clock, 


ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond. 
Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester, Perry, Read- 

Clough, Bath, 
Gosden, Exeter. 
Slater, Newark, 





ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool, 
Sheffield, Hardy, Sheffield, 
Shipley. Booth, Hull. 


Ashton, 


: BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE. 
Wilson, 


EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any Train 
from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London~ 
fields, &c. Fares 3s., 2s., 1s. 6d. 

For full particulars see bills. 


WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 
London, May, 1883. 





Wholesale of Messrs, ALLCOCK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 











A BOON TO ANGLERS! 1! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 





LONDON & COUNTY 
} ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
r| COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 









































£10 to £500, at mode- 




















4 r ) rate rates. Bills dis- ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 

spell al al counted. Forms gratis. 

Pes cia Sagas Ss Both the Uppers _ and Soles by a 
fi CHANCERY LANE, | Patented Process are guaranteed 
pa ——————| JOHN STONE, Sec. Waterproof, - ensuring 











DRY AND WARM FEET. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c, EnglishColony. Fuil particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, FisH1nG Gazertr, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 





Carriage free to any part of the country. 


WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 


Cannon’s Glue Powder 

Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers, 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B, CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
Leather, Glue'and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng* 
land, 





FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 





Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
‘British Fishes’? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 
Stall 441, The Promenade. ; 








Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, | 
Commercial Street’; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London, Nutting& Co, Birming= 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Pricze’s Patent CANDLE COMPAXY, 

~ © °° Limited, London, ; 3 


, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND; 471. 


-P. D. MALLOGH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri, tion, 
also to give information respecting Loealites, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Rivers and Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet”? Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 90z. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
cowplete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carsiage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘¢ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. . We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.”?—FisHinc 
GAzeETTE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., tod., short, and best long 1s, 1cd. per loo, 














H. BOOTH, 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 





International Fisheries Exhibition, 
Stand 490, Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 





JOHN W. MARTIN 


(THE “TRENT OTTER ”’) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTs, 


having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Rod, brazed and winch fitted, 

price 5s. 

A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safety 
Rings, price 6s. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed. Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price ras. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and ‘1 ACKLE, 

x doz, Bottom ‘Tackles, assorted, 1 yard Jong, hooked and 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post, 








“Float Fishing and Spinning in the Nottingham Style,” by 
the ‘‘ Trezt Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 
Address as above. 





The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power- 


D. SLATER, 


g and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
4Io for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, 10s. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and well balanced. 
’ First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s. 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, ros. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
32 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. each; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. each, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen~none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shvtted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silk line, 1s, 3d.; stouter, 
1s.6d. Superior braided waterproof sill line, 1d. 
per yard, equal in every way to the American. 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of red, 34inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, and 4 floats, 
price 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s, 
All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ee Oe ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 
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GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, LONDON, 1833, 


MESSRS. C. AND B. BROOK’S 


Highly popular and practical SEA FISHING SPECIALI- 
TIES in BAITS and MOUNTED LINES, Quality 
warranted not superior to their ordinary make, is now for 
the First Time exhibited at Stand 20, Official Catalogue, 
Deep Sea Fisheries. 


London Agent—Mr. Fred Williams,to whom Orders may 
be sent, or to the South of England Fishing Tackle Manu- 
factory, Plymouth. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 


{30 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 


== 











Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. , 


H, MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
Ade hee OE Opa S ie 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 

















GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai’ during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One weck, £3; two wecks, 
#5 3 Or six separate days, £3 Ios, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 


“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London a:d the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope Street, Glasgow, 





AY the suggestion of numerous patrons, we have been 
induced to 
SHOW a CASE of our MANUFACTURE 


at the 
GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION 


held at South Kensington. We will be in attendance and 
take the liberty of respectully soliciting inspection of our 
exhibits. The space allotted to us is 432, British Section, 
Inlaré Nisheries, as per official catalogue. 





FORREST and SONS, Kelso, N.B. 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Sweet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 














Flies made | 


TOSSOOOT OOOO OOOO 


FISHING, SHOOTING, &c 


NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the 
RIVERS OR MOORS without having 
his Boots dressed with 


TRAWSON'S WATERPROOF, 
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CEL ECESELECEDET EDEL EY EPLe CECE EEL ERLE ELE SERRE ER 


This WATERPROOF has obtained a world-wide reputation, 
and has been used by the leading SrorTsmMEN, and for 
> dressing Harness, for upwards of TWENTY YEARS. Itis as 
<>] 200d for Lapres’ Boots as GENTLEMEN'S, as St will restore 
>| the soft appearance of the most delicate Kid Leather 
‘Mj without the slightest injury to it, neither does it interfere 
x With the polish from good Blacking. ' 
oi , SHOOTING AND OTHER Boots dressed with it will rosist j¢ 
the action of Dew, Rain, Snow, and Sea Water, increasing 
js} the comfort of the wearer, and by its softening effects upon 
the leather, helping to prevent blisters and chafing to 
the feet. Where necessary it may also be applied to tho 
soles of Boots and Shoes with advantage. 
4 TESTIMONIAL 
T'rom H.C. PENNELL, Esq., Author of “The Practical 
Modern Angler,” and other scientific works. 
5, Cadogan Terrace, London, 8.W., 
DEAR §in,- ‘ray make use of my name, 




















R have often } 

stated (and aiways asserted In my books) my belfef that 

<>] Your Waterproofing is tho BEST IN THE WORLTP - 

©} Sporting purposes, and indeed the only one which will) — » 
out Melting Snow 

Yours truly, 1, CHOLMONDELEY PENNELL, 

Mr. H. Strawson, Exeter 

















Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
; . _ Ironmongers, & others, 

in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d.,18., 25., 5S+) & 1os., each 
5) Ask your Loot Maker or Saddler to procure {t for you, or 
send Stamps for the price ofa Tin to the Proprietor, \\ 19 
will forward ¢ Sample, carriage free, to any address, 


Whoicsale by the Sole Proprietor:-— 
ve JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lanr, LEEDS, 


i Manager * IT. Strawson, late of Exeter. 


ee 
POO OOOO POP OPE GreDeranen 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 


First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381. 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


PATENT SELF-ACTING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c, 


SpzciaL FEATURES. 


Perfect Portability, 
Cannot get out of Order, 
Cannot Overflow, 
Automatic in Action, : 
Combining Aquarium  witk 
Fountain. 
No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 
Self-contained. 




















inexperienced can set it in 

action in from 3 to 5 minutes, 
Will Play from 6 to 12 hours, 
Artistically Decorated. ~- 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
FOUNTAINS, 


From 4s. upwards. 


Illustrated Price List post free, — 


i, Kessell & Son, 


ate deab es, 
2 11, Southwark St., 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 

















ali 






Wiel r 
Arthevnts ks st pice HE 
He a iN ie 


INDIAN CIGAR. 








MP RICHINOPOLY, Dinjigul, Barrel, Noble, Brrmeh, — 
and other musters of the very best Lobaccos 2r¢ ca™s~ 
fully selected. ' Especially manufactured for 


THE INDTAN CIGAR DEPOT 
27, New Oxford-street, 





N.B.—We feel corfident that there are no Indian cigar: 
in the English market of such excellent quality. 7 


MAGIC! FISHING!! MAGIC!!! _ 
A. PAILFUL of any Float Fish taken ina perfectly legiti- 
ft mate and sportsmanlike manner (ina very short time 
by using this Bait advertised in ‘ Bazaar” all last summer.) 
Preparation and instructions fres for 1s. 6d. 


Appriss—J. GOODY, Belchamp, Sudbury, Suffolk. 
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Perfect Simplicity; the most 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
WitH DESCRIPTIONS OF ITS FISHERIES. 


By Sepce WI1toyw. 


No. 6.—CovEentry’s WATER. 


of pees was formerly a portion of the Old King’s Head water, 

and some of the veteran Lea anglers still speak of it by that 
title. his, however, is somewhat mystifying to those who are 
unacquainted with the past history of the Lea fisheries, and as the 
fishing has for the last twelve or thirteen years belonged to Mr. 
Charles Coventry, of the Fox and Hounds, Sewardstone, I think it 
is quite time that the old name should be abandoned. 

The water is essentially one for the crafty angler, and a clumsy 
fisherman will do very little good by visiting it. The river is 
narrow and winding, with here and there a hole and many shallow 
places. Its inhabitants are extremely wary, and can only be 
approached by the exercise of the most cautious tactics. In roach 
fishing the concussion ofa heavy plummet on the bottom of the 
river, or the splash of a huge piece of groundbait on the surface, is 
guite sufficient to spoil one’s sport for the rest of the day, and 
the only possible way to take them, in.any quantity, is by using a 
long rod and keeping well out of sight. "The groundbait, unless 
thrown in over night, should be squeezed round the shot and so 
conveyed to the bottom of the water, and the fish should be 
quietly landed, with as little disturbance to the swim as is 
possible. ; 

We will commence our observations from the point where Mr. 
Coventry’s water joins the Flanders Weir Fishery. There was 
was formerly a boundary post here, but the floods have dealt it 
many knock-down blows, and there are now only a few inches of 
the stump visible above the surface of the water. 

We are walking on the Ponder’s End side, and the first swim 
will be found some ten yards from the stump of the boundary 
post; there is a strong current of water with a depth of about 
gfeet. A good many barbel and perch have been taken out of it; 
and in the corner, by the sedges, is a quiet lay-by that generally 
holds ajack. A little further on, at the end of a ditch on the 
opposite side, is a swim only 4 feet deep, but frequently tenanted 
by some decent-sized chub. The opposite bank is known as 
Spencer’s Mead Island, and on that side, 20 yards past the ditch, 
is a capital roach swim of about 5 feet in depth. Follow the 
bend ana, where the river widens, we arrive at a spot well 
known as the Pile Hele; it lies between a bed of sedges anda 
tiny island with a willow bush growing on it. The depth 
is 7 feet on this side and rather more on the other, while in the 
middle there are quite 16 feet of water. This place has yielded 
barbel, chub, perch, jack, and an occasional tench or carp from 
time immemorial, and I have no doubt its prolific qualities are 
as good as ever. It can be fished from either side, and if well 
groundbaited with worms would soon give a good account of 
itself. The “Pile Hole” has rather an ominous sound, and 
causes dread visions of broken tackle to arise; but the piles exist 
in mame only, and I believe the place is so called from the fact 
that at this particular spot a wooden bridge formerly crossed the 
river. The bridge, the piles, and all traces of them have long since 
disappeared, and it is only tradition that now speaks of them. 

We now pass about 50 yards of shallow water, from which 
dace and chub may be enticed by the expert handler of the fly- 
rod. The blow line, with natural fly, is very effective on this 
water ; but I don’t like the white blow lines that most Lea fisher- 
men use. The silk that I prefer is of brownish green tint, some- 
thing that harmonises well with the colour of the trees and bushes 
about the river. 

At the end of the shallows we come to some tolerably deep 
water, extending for some 30 yards or more. In the corner 
is a capital roach swim, with a depth of about 10 feet. All about 
here is good forjack: Mr. Wallace took two last season in this 
very spot—one weighed 6 lb. 14 0z., the other 7 Ib. 

Roach can be taken all. along the opposite side and on this 
side ; close to a small post is a particularly good swim with 8 feet 
of water. Thirty yards further on, at the end of the straight, is 
another very good place for roach, the swim being about 5 feet 
deep ; and right in the bend -is still another roach swim, with a 
gravel bottom and a depth of 7 feet. 


ee tit tA a dae nde) - es 
* Ali rights reserved, 


Continuing our course, we reach an eddying swim on this side 
close to the bank; it is only 4 feet deep, but a capital place for 
dace, and a trout is seen here nearly every season. This is 
succeeded bya lot of weeds, and just past them will be seen an 
open space in which the depth varies from 6 to 8 feet; a good 
many barbel and chub have been taken just here. 

On the other side roach and perch may be had between the 
ditch and the sedges; the depth is 5 or 6 feet, and a bush divides 
the swim, so that two persons can very well fish it without inter- 
fering with each other’s comfort. All along by these sedges 
jack will be found, although the depth is only 3 or 4 feet. Eels 
can be caught in almost any part of the fishery ; but one of the 
best places is under the bushes that overhang the river, a little 
higher up on this side. 

We now come to Barrett's Island; off it, at the south corner, 
is a good roach swim g feet deep. A lot of jack lie about here, 
too; seven were taken in this corner during the last season. All 
round the island the river is very narrow and weedy, but here and 
there a nice little opening can be found, and it is in such places 
as these that a large fish will frequently lurk. * The depth of 
water varies from 2 to 5 feet, and at the narrowest point there is 
a plank across the river, by which subscribers can get on and off 
the island at pleasure. _ Halfway between this island and yonder 
footbridge is a capital hole, 6 feet deep; out of it many chub, 
barbel, roach, perch, and jack have been taken, and about 18 
yards from the bridge, close to a bush, is a nice roach swim 5 
feet in depth. 

We now reach the footbridge, and just under it some good 
chub may frequently be seen. As soon as you set foot on the 
bridge they will disappear ; but if no one is about, and youremain 
for some time motionless, they will come back and play about under 
your feet until you move again, when away they go. There isa 
little eddy just above, on the right hand side, and the chub work 
from that to the bridge, looking out for the insects that are con- 
stantly being drawn under the surface. It is almost useless to 
fish just here, because one side of ths river is destitute of cover, 
andthe other side contains some decayed roots, in which a 
smash-up is inevitable. 

Crossing the footbridge, we land on Mr. Coventry’s own 
meadows, and continue our explorations on the side opposite to 
the marshes that we have just quitted. Fifty yards past the 
bridge are several good roach swims on both sides of the rlver ; 
beyond is a second smaller footbridge, and 10. yards this side of 
it,is a famous place known as the Gully Hole. ‘There is a strong 
run of water here, and the depth is about 7 feet. It is a noted 
place for fish of all kinds, and one of the best spots in the 
fishery. 

Past the Gully Hole are more shallows, until we reach the 
point. Between the two bushes that grow here is a good barbel 
swim, about 9 feet deep; and to yards further on is a roachswim, 
with about 5 or 6 feet of water. A stile now marks the upper 
boundary of Mr. Coventry’s water and the commencement of 
Mr. Bailey’s, which I will describe in my next paper. 

The subscription is ros. 6d. a year, or 1s. a day, and a glimpse 
at the scenery alone is worth the money. The jack season begins 
on October 1st, and ends on February 14th; all other fishing is 
open throughout the year, but the fishery proprietors don’t wel- 
come any anglers until after the grass is cut. ‘This fishery is only 
about a mile and a half in length. Looking from the Ponder’s 
End side of the water towards the Chingford Hills a series of 
most charming views present themselves, and for this reason the 

place is much frequented by landscape painters, two of whom 
were at work under their white umbrellas while I was promenad- 
ing the banks. I never object to fishing near an artist ; his occu- 
pation is necessarily a quiet one, and his company at the water- 
side is always welcome and enjoyable. 

The Fox and Hounds, at Sewardstone, is about equidistant 
between Chingford and Ponder’s End Stations, and I have much 
pleasure in informing the reader that moderate charges prevail at 
the establishment. I was supplied with a good plate of cold 
beef, more bread than I could eat, and a capital glass of beer, all 
for the price of 9d. In these days of extortion, it is gratifying 
to find a landlord who has so much consideration for the pockets 
of his customers. There is very little sleeping accommodation 
at the house, but a bed can nearly always be obtained at some of 
the cottages in the vicinity. 

This is not the water for the pot-hunter or the gross-weight 
competitor; but the man who wants a little holiday near London, 
amidst pleasant scenery and rural attractions, can enjoy himself 
to his heart’s content at this fishery, and may come across a 
specimen fish that he will be proud of, 

Mr. Coventry says he means to rake out the swims as soon as 
the grass is cut. I hope he will do so. I think the water is 
deserving of a little more looking after than it gets. 

At this water dibbing may be practised effectively by those who 
can enjoy a style of fishing that is entirely ignored by the majority 
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of the Lea men. The blow line is all very well in its way, but a 
big fish at the end of it is very awkward to manage and seldom 
brought to bank. At this time of year I take a lot of chub by 
dibbing, and a few hints on the subject may not be thrown away. 
There is no bait more easy to procure, or more killing, than a 
live cockroach. Take a few of these in.a tin box; and, if you 
are fastidious about handling them (as I freely confess I AM), 
wear an old glove on the left hand. A long, stiff rod is required, 
and alight running line with about a yard of gut bottom. Two 
feet above the hook a single shot should be placed on the 
line—the object of this is to prevent the running line from hang- 
ing in loops all the way down the rod; the weight of the shot 
will just keep the line taut and enable you to strike your fish 
quickly. Make all your preparations a long way from the river’s 
bank; and, having hooked the cockroach through the back, drop 
him gently on the surface of the water. 

There are two things to be considered. The first is how to 
get near the river without scaring the fish. To do this, it is 
sometimes necessary to lie flat on your stomach and wriggle 
along the ground serpent-fashion ; too much caution cannot be 
exercised, and a puff of smoke from your pipe will be quite 
enough to cause the chub to take fright. Take advantage of 
every little bit of cover, and don’t fish long in one place; if the 
fish are there your bait will be seized at once. Supposing that 
you have hooked a decent fish, the next difficulty is landing him. 
You have only about a yard of line hanging from the point of the 
rod, and a sudden strain is certain to snap something ; you must, 
therefore, have a winch that runs easily, and, the instant he is 
hooked, give your fish line enough to enable you to get some 
command over his movements. 

The angler who wishes to take fish by dibbing must first have 
a thorough knowledge of the water on which he intends to 
operate. He must know, by previous observation, where all the likely 
places are. Looking into the river to see whether there are any 
chub about is fatal to all chances of success, and the best fish 
will nearly always be found close under the bank. In the quiet 
back waters of the Lea, such as Mr. Coventry’s, a dozen good 
fish may frequently be had before breakfast or in the dusk of the 
evening; and this kind of fishing requires so little previous pre- 
paration that Iam surprised it is not indulged in toa greater 
extent by anglers who can only spare an hour or two before or 
after business hours, 


(To be continued.) 








A FEW NOTES TO MR. DANNER’S ARTICLE.* 


WHO WERE THE FIRST TO ANGLE WITH ARTIFICIAL FLIES, THE 
GERMANS OR THE ENGLISH ? 
ITH some of Mr. Danner’s remarks on the “ Booke of St. 
Alban’s” I cannot agree at all, and take the liberty to 
reply to them. 

“Tf,” says Mr. Danner, ‘‘we remember that Gutenberg, in 
company with Johann Faust, founded the first printing office in 
Mainz in 1450, and that the second edition of this book (the 
‘“‘Booke of St. Albans”) was printed in Westminster in 1496, itis 
clear enough that the Prioress Berners had a high opinion of 
information on fly-fishing if she found it necessary to give it a 
place in her famous book at a time when the printing of manu- 
Scripts was very expensive.” 

There can be no doubt of the fact that it was very expensive 
indeed, but it does not therefore follow that Dame Berners had a 
particularly high opinion of her information on fly-fishing. Or, 
if we are to admit this, we needs must admit that she had a very 
high opinion of her information on angling generally. 

‘“‘At all events, this lady, who certainly never angled, and 
therefore could not take a high interest in fly-fishing, must have 


had powerful motives for doing so, #.¢., for giving her informa- 


tion on fly-fishing a place in her ‘ Booke,’” continues Mr. 
Danner. 

Why Dame Berners ‘certainly never angled” and could not 
take a high interest in. fly-fishing, I “certainly” cannot under- 
stand at all. Iam more inclined to-think that she did angle, and 
that she loved this spoit, as may be seen from many passages of 
her book. When, for instance, she advises the angler to investi- 
gate the contents ofa trout’s stomach to ascertain what bait would 
probably be the best, she proves herself a very practical angler. 
And no one who was not angler would have given the exhaustive 
instructions as to the arrangement of tackle for different fish. 

That the sport of angling was nota widely known and favourite 
pastime in the days of Dame Berners, as the editor said in his 
footnote, is undoubtedly true; but, at the same time, I have not 
the slightest doubt that even in her days there was a large num- 
ber of votaries of that pastime. : 


“In the German Fishing Gazette, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


- James Forbes, Esq.; Edward Foreman, Esq.; Philip Geen, Esq. ; 


| P. Geen, Esq. ; 
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“And I have an idea,” further says Mr. Danner, “that it was 
so, 7.e., that Dame Berners’ instructions on fly-fishing were de- | 
rived from a foreign source, as I cannot accord her description 
of the small, tiny flies with the fact that nearly 200 years later 
large, clumsy flies were still used in the identical part of the 
country where Dame Berners lived. At least, Charles Cotton, 
who lived on the banks of the Dove, and died in 1687, says in his 
book on fiy-fishing that in the southern part of England the flies 
were made so large and bushy that he kept one of them, given 
to him by a gentleman from London, in his room to laugh at.” 

In Ephemera’s edition of the ‘‘ Compleat Angler,” the passage 
referred to reads thus :—“ Pisc . and there is a fly made ; 
and now how do you like it? Viat. In earnest, admirably well, 
and it perfectly resembles a flie ; but we about London make the 
bodies of our flies both much bigger and longer, etc.” The 
reference here is to the neighbourhood of London, and Dame 
Berners lived in Hertfordshire. Therefore, the expression ‘in 
the identical part of the country”? is not an accurate one, Hert- 
ford being some twenty miles distant from London. 

Tiis is what I had to reply to Mr. Danner’s remarks on the 
“ Booke of St. Alban’s.” 

Besides this, I should like to make the following remarks on 
Mr. Danner’s controversy with the Editor of the FIsHING 
GAZETTE. : 

My opinion is, that it is perfectly impossible to establish 
whether fly-fishing was known first in England or in Germany. 
We may argue this point to our heart’s content, but arguing and 
demonstrating are by no means synonymous. There is no doubt 
that fly-fishing was known to the Greeks and Romans. The 
Eskimos and Indians as well’are acquainted withit. Therefore, 
I should think, it does not matter to the present generation of 
anglers whether the Germans first practised fly-fishing or the 
English. Who has brought fly-fishing to its present state of per- 
tion ? that is the question. And that the English did so is 
certain. , 

What is the use of the Chinese having invented printing before 
the Germans did? No one will try to deprive the Germans of 
the honour of this invention, for it was they who made it acces- 
sible to the benefit of all civilised nations, whereas the Chinese 
left it in statu quo—kept it hidden, so to say. Likewise with 
respect to other inventions. I believe the praise is due, not to 
the man who invented anything, but to him who not only 
invented, but also did his best to perfect his invention, and to 
introduce it to general use. 

As I do not belong to either of the nationalities interested in 
the above question, I hope no one will suspect me of partiality ; 
and I believe that every German fly-fisher who will consider the 
matter, unbiassed by any national prejudice, will assent to its 
truth. Baron PAuL TCHERKASSOFF. 


? 








THE FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET OF THE 
THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. - 


Patron—HJ.R.H. Tot PRINCE oF WALES, K.G. 
Tie forty-fifth anniversary banquet will take place at the Star 
and Garter Hotel, Richmond Hill, on Wednesday, July 11, 
1883. The chair will be taken by Thomas Spreckley, Esq., 
President of the Society. Dinner will be served at half-past five 
o’clock precisely. 


STEWARDS.—Sir Trevor Lawrence, Bart., M.P.; W. H. Grenfell, 
Esq., V.P. (Maidenhead Association) ; James Hughes, Esq., V.P. ; 
E. Breslin, Esq., J.P. ; J. Colston, Esq., J.P., I.L.; Captain Adams; 
Captain Alfred; J. H. Anderson, Esq.; Joseph Andrews, Esq. ; 
Currie Banfield, Esq.; W.G, Barnes, Esq.; J. A. Bartrum, Esq. ; 
Henry Bayley, Esq.; A. Beningfield, Esq.; J. R. Berry, Esq.; M. H. 
Blamey, Esq.; Hickson Briggs, Esq.; Joseph Brougham, Esq. ; 
J. M. Brougham, Esq.; Lewis Bryett, Esq.; W. T. Burningham, 
Esq.; F.C. Clench, Esq.; F.Colman, Esq.; E. H. Cowles, Esq. ; 
W. A. Crump, Esq.; A. B. Day, Esq.; H. Dickinson, Esq.; W. 
Dunfee, Esq.; David Evans, Esq. (Watling Street); David Evans, 
Esq.; H. B. Eyre, Esq.; R.S. Fennings, Esq.: G. H. Field, Esq. ; 


’ 


H. L. W. Godwin, Esq.; John Graham, Esq.; F. C, Hatfield, Esq. ; 


R. W. Hobden, Esq.; Alfred Jardine, Esq.; John Knechtli, Esq. ; 
F, H. Lemann, Esq.; W. D.:Lewis, Esq.; A. J. Little, Esq.3) Ge 
Little, Esq ; W. Macfarline, Esq.; Alfred Mackrill, Esq.; awe 
Marjason, Esq.; R. B. Marston, Esq.; Percy Mason, Esq.; A. O. 
Miles, Esq.; Francis J. T. Moore, Esq.; Thomas Nash, Esq. ; 
Alfred Nuthall, Esq.; H_ G. Penney, Esq.; Robert L. Pugh, Esq. ; 
T. R. Sachs, Esq.; W. R. Spreckley, Esq.; Dr. Startin :-°oy B 
Terrill, Esq.; T. J. Thomas, Esq.; G. H. Thurston, Esq.; C. P 
Wheatstone, Esq. ; Samuel White, Esq.; W. Woodroofe, Esq. 


DINNER_COMMITTEE.—Captain Alfred; A. Beningfield, Esq. ; 
John Knechtli, Esq.; A. J. Little, Esq.; Alfred 


Nuthall, Esq, 


———™O, 


- tion of Mr. Jackson. 
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Tickets, one guinea, including dinner, dessert, wines, &c., to 
be had of any of the stewards, the dinner committee, and at 
7, Ironmonger Lane (Messrs. Andrews and Mason). All tickets 
must be taken on or before Saturday, July 7th. 

THoMAS SPRECKLEY, President and Treasurer, 
13, Cannon Street. 
W. H. BrouGHaM, secretary, 
Swayfield Villa, Hounslow. 
City Offices, 7, lronmonger Lane, 
June, 1883. 

[We are glad to hear that more than one hundred tickets have been 
disposed of already for this pleasantest of all the angling dinners of 
the year.—ED. ] ’ 


——EE 





THE SALMON SEASON AT BALLINA. 


4 ies present is likely to prove one of the most successful 
seasons for salmon anglers at Ballina. Some English 
anglers who are staying there are having excellent sport in the 
river close to the town. Specimens of the best flies for the Moy 
can be seen in Jim Hearn’s glass case, next to Mr. Gold’s exhibit, 
in the Inland Fisheries Department at the Exhibition. Any 
angler who would like to catch two or three salmon a day, can 
pretty certainly do so at Ballina now. 
_ A great portion of the splendid lot of Irish salmon which have 
been selling so cheaply in London recently, come from the Moy 
Fishery at Ballina. 








CAPTURE OF WHOLESALE FISH POISONERS. 


T Leominster County Police Court, on Friday week, George 
a Harper and William Williams were charged with placing 
chloride of lime in the Humber to destroy the fish in that stream. 
Williams was arrested at Ford’s Bridge by the superintendent of 
the county police. Ina basket he carried was a pair of trousers 
wet at the bottoms, and 103 troat weighing 231b. Harper was in 
company with Williams, but escaped across some fields, but was 
afterwards captured in Hereford. Williams said all the things 
in the basket belonged to him, and chloride of lime had been. 
in the bag; it was his first offence, and should be his last. The 
fish were said to be taken on land at Priddleton, in the occupa- 
Fish poisoning has become very common 
in this district. Mr. Horsley, analyst, Cheltenham, swore that 
the whole of the fish were destroyed by chloride of lime, and 
that the bag taken from Williams had contained chloride of lime. 
Committed for trial at next Quarter Sessions for the county of 
Hereford. 








KILLING FISH OUT OF SEASON. 


AT the Cambridge Borough Police Court, on June 11, Mr. C. Lang- 
ham, an undergraduate of Trinity Hall, was summoned at the 
instance of the Cambridge and Ely Angling Society for attempting 
to take fish during the close season on: May 30. The magistrates 
present were Henry Rance, Esq., Mayor, and W. Cockerell, Esq. 
Mr. J. E. L. Whitehead, solicitor to the Cambridge and Ely Angling 
Society, prosecuted ; Mr, Ellison, solicitor, defended. 

From the evidence of Herbert Clark, it appeared that on May 30 
he was on Sheep’s Green about three in the afternoon, when he saw 
the defendant and Mr. Walmisley carrying a boat from the mill to 
the catchwater. He assisted. After the boat was launched the 
defendant rowed towards the apron of the catchwater. There were 
about 200 fish in the apron. The defendant had a gun with him—a 
patent air gun—and shot at the fish several times. Witness cautioned 
defendant, saying, ‘‘ Do you not know you are doing wrong ? AL 
first the defendant did not reply. He shot again at the fish, Wit- 
ness said, ‘‘ Do you not know that I can summon you?” Defendant 
replied, ‘‘Summon me, then.” He then moved away with his friend. 
They rowed as far as the bridge, near Silver Street, There was a 
quantity of weeds and a good many fish, and as the fish rose the 
defendant shot at them. Witness could not say whether defendant 
killed any of the fish. They varied in size from $0z. to $ 1b. 

In cross-examination by. Mr. Ellison, he denied that he told the 
defendant that he should get £1 reward for informing. Mr. Wal- 
misley did not say that the spring of the gun was broken, so that it 
was useless. Did not see any water-rats. 

Another witness, Noah Frisby, corroborated Clark. 

Mr. Walmisley was called on behalf of the defendant. He said the 
spring of the gun was broken, The defendant simply shot at the fish 
as they came to the top. In reply to Mr. Whitehead, he said the fisk 
in the water were dead. It was shallow water. 

Mr. Ellison contended there was no infringement of the Act. 
was no attempt to kill or catch fish. 

The Mayor could conceive no object in shooting at-deaa fish. 

The Bench considered the case proved, and fined the defendant 
10s, and costs. 


There 








COARSE FISH FOR SALE. 


E are so often asked by correspondents where they can 

purchase live coarse fish that we are glad to draw atten- 

tion to Mr. E. Southwood’s, of Fakenham, advertisement in our 
columns. 
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CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By L. B. 


I SHALL be glad to accept our worthy Editor’s invitation to havea 
day with him among the tench and carp in about a month’s time. If 
they are not in grand fettle by then I shall put it down that they very 
much differ from the bulk of their kind. As for barbel in the Thames 
—well, we must agree to differ. I am_ of opinion they ave done 
spawning, and will be in very fair condition indeed by the rst of July. 
I have seen several barbel this season, and they are all spawned and 
fairly mended. 

I am surprised the question I asked as to whether the diminution 
of fish in the Lea was apparent or real, and if the latter for some 
remedial suggestion, should have remained unanswered. I thank the 
Editor for his opinion about the best Lea fish feeding atnight. There 
is however, nothing singular in that, and it applies to all rivers—at 
all events, during the warm summer nights. As for the groundbait, 
there is no man more sparing of this necessary a jjunct to successful 
bottom-fishing than the Lea angler, and considerable as it even then 
would be, in the aggregate, it would bear no comparison with the 
appetites of the fish nor their numbers, always granting they are 
there in sufficient numbers to constitute a fairly stocked river, besides, 
and this is a conclusive argument against the groundbait theory, 
the fish that are said to have decreased most rapidly are jack and 
perch, which are less of night feeders than their soft-mouthed 
kindred, and certainly don’t tackle bread and bran like them. No, 
we will have to look further for an explanation of this—to the 
London angler—important question. 

Almost without exception, the river reports continue very indifferent, 
and all who are in the best position to judge seem agreed that we 
shall have no good angling until the present weather settles down. 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee will be held on next Monday evening, July 2nd, at the 
Bald-faced Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, Mr. S. Morgan pre- 
siding. 

The usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies’ Working Committee will 
be held at the Portran Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on 
Friday evening, July 6th, 

The Amberley and Pulborough excursions continue a great success, 
and the number of persons availing themselves of them long since 
exceeded four figures, 

In a contemporary there appears a letter on the re-uniting of the 
associations. I do not purpose here criticising the correspondence 
which appears in another parer, but it does seem a pity that the 
writer, who begins by referring to Mr. Geen’s paper on ‘‘ The Better 
Organisation of the London Anglers,” which recently appeared in the 
FISHING GAZETTE, should not have chosen the same organ for 
expressing his views, which would then have been thus far more 
likely to come under the uotice of those who had read Mr. Geen’s 
paper and would be better able to judge of the arguments adduced 
than they can be. Without wishing to discuss the points raised by 
the writer, I cannot help noting the concluding portion, in which, 
speaking of the United Fisheries’ Society, he claims, for himself or 
his brother, the credit of being the pioneer of the renting of water 
for the benefit of anglers, and practically of bringing about the start- 
ing of the United London Angling Associations’ Fisheries Society. 
This is “too utter’? in all truth—more claims to the paternity ofa pro- 
mising offspring, and probably another controversy as to ‘‘ Who is 
the Father?” Oh! for a modern Solomon to judge between these 
claimants to paternity. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of ios. 6d. 
from the donation box of the Ealing and Acton Angling Society, and I2s. 
from the Grange Angling Society.—K. GHU RNEY, sec. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

The members of the above society are engaged ia fishing for a series of prizes 
presented by Sir Trevor Lawrence, Bart., M.P. The competition lasts up till 
the 29th of July. The following weighed in on the 24th ‘inst. :—Mr. G. 
Edwards, a nice show of dace and perch, from the Thames ; Mr. J. Mumford, 
roach and gudgeon, from the Thames ; Mr. T. Smith, a beautiful show of 
bream, from the Wey ; Mr. H. Ford, a mixed lot, from the Colne. On Wed- 
nesday, Mr. W. Edwards had a nice show of jack and dace, in good condition; 
Mr. W. Exell, some good dace.—A SAMPSON, jun., hon, sec. 

June 27. 





BURDETI ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a good show of fish at this club on the 24th inst. from the Lea and 
Dagenham lake. Mr. Reeves had a splendid show of chub from the Lea—ia 
fact, it was the best show of chub this club has had since its formation. He 
had also some roach and dace from the same water. Mr, J. Hadkiss, bream 
from the above-mentioned lake. Mr. Hastings, jun., roach and chub from the 
Lea. Mr. Strong had some good perch, but did nos arrive in time to weigh 
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in. Mr. H. Collins had a very fine bream, which was given into the hands of 
Mr. John Barrett for preservation.—T. G. WALKER. 


CAMBRIDGE FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 27th isst. we had a splendid show of fish, consisting of carp, tench, 
bream, ru¢d, trout, roach, and perch. Mr. Warsop had a grand carp weigh- 
ing 12 Ib, 112 oz., a rudd 2 Jb. } oz., and a tench 2 Ib. 14#0z. ; Mr. Edwards 
a tench 2 Ib. 13} oz, and arudd1 lb. 84 oz Gross weight of fish, 93 lb. 8} 02. 
Mr. Warsop very kindly presenting the carp to the society, it has been sent 
to Mr. Cooper for preservation, end will be a welcome addition to our already 
numerous collection.—W. SUTTON, scc. 


GOLDEN BARBEL. 

Several members of the above fished Amberley on the 24th, and succeeded 
in getting among the bream and roach. Caution.—To those gentlemen fishing 
off King’s Meadows. A policeman has been stationed at Houghton Bridge, 
to stop parties going that way as the land between there and King’s Meadows 
is not included in their permit, and all trespassers will have to show their 
privilege tickets, and further proceedings will be the result.— PIXIF. 





GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A spirited contest took place between our members on the 24th inst. fora 
series of prizes, resulting in a good show of reach, bream and dace. Mr. C. 
Russell headed the l’ss with g lb., closely+followed by Messrs. J. Holmes, J. 
Ballard, H Jeffries, W. Moore, I'. Lawrence,'and W. Fitzgerald. Mr. C, 
Russell had two roach weighing t lb. each, Mr. J. Holmes pne roach 1 Ib. 1 oz. 
Mr. C. Russell and Mr. J. Ballard will take the first and second bream prize. 
—J. J. HOLMES, sec. 





GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show of fish on June 24. From Amberley Mr. A. Fitch had 
4]b. 6 oz.; Mr. Tteobald, 8 1b., one roach r1b. I00z.; Mr. W. Parvin, 
1 lb.1 oz.; Mr. Hutching, 14.0%.; Mr. Fuller, 21b. rq oz. (this member showed a 
remarkable bleak weighing 2? 0z.,it has been sent to Gibson, of Richmond 
Grove, Barnsbury, to be preserved); Mr. W. Baillie, 31b. 4 0z. From Pal- 
borough, Mr. J. Watlng, 1 lb 15 0z.; Mr. Walker, 14 0z.; Mr. G. Watiing, 
13 oz.; Mr. Young, 7 lb. 50z. Welsh Harp, Mr. Watley, 3 }b. 12 oz ; Mr. 
P. Stammer, 11 1b. ; Messrs. Baker and Cowper a'so had roach and bream.— 
J. FiTcu, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening 
at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Mas.n'’s Avenne, E C., Dr. Lloyd in the chair. 
The minutes of the previous meet:ng having been read and coufirmed, the ap- 
poin{ment of a secretary was proceeded with, Mr. Hartley being unanimously 
elected to that position, for which there were several other candidates. Mr. 
Seyfang was unanimously elected a member of thie society, and ano'her candi- 
date will be ballotted for at the next meeting. Mr. Crumplen reported thata 
71b jack had been taken from the society's waterat Waltham by Mr. Behrens. 
He also presented = statement cf the society's accounts fer the past year, 
which, with an account of the assets and liabilities at the present time, show 
thesociety to be in a very flourishing condition. In addressing the members as 
hon, sic. for the last time, Mr. Crumplen gave a highly interesting account of 
his connection with the society from its commescement, pointing out the suc- 
cess whicb had crowned their efforts f r the advancement of angling, and 
which was exemplified by the respect in which they were held by all other 
societies. The itevy. J. Walker, in moving ‘‘ That a cordial vote of thanks be 
accorded to Mr. Crumplen for the admirable manner in which he has dis- 
charged the duties of honorary secretary,’? remarked that there could be but 
one feeling towards Mr. Crumplen, that of gratitude for the way in which he 
had always looked after the interests of the society, and for the zeal which he 
had infused into the work, taereby so largely contributing to the success which 
the society had attained. The motion was seconded in eulogistic terms by Mr. 
Harding, and supported by Dr. Brunton, Captain Alfred, and the Chairman 
(Dr. Lloyd), and being put to the meeting was carried by acclamation. In 
returning thanks, Mr. Crumpler expressed the pleasure it had always afforded 
him to render all the assistance in his power to the society, and that though 
relieved of the post of hon. sec., he should still have their interest at heart, and 
his services would always be availabe asa member of the committee. Dr. 
Theodore Cash wished to express his opinion of Mr. Crumplen's services, com- 
menting very favourably on the good work the society had accomplished. It 
was announced that Mr. Marston, Editor of the FisHinc GAZETTE, would 
read a paper at the Fisheries Exhibition on Friday, and that Mr. Crnmplen 
and other members would attend. On the suggestion of Mr. Crumplen, it was 
decided to enrol the society under the Central and East Central Asscciations, 
and a vote of thanks having been accorded to the chairmun, the remainder of 
the evening was spent in the usual agreeable manner. A paper will probably 
be read on Tuesdoy next.—H. 


HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The trays were fairly covered on the evening of the 24th, Mr. Simpson having 
eleven bream, weighing 28 lb., in very fair condition; good shows of roach by 
Messrs. Steadman, A, Hat'emore, J. Osborne, J. Hayward, and J. Morgan; 
Mr. J. Jacobs had dace, roach, and perch; Messrs. G. Wood, Simpson, R. 
Barron, and H, Cope had perch; several members had dace, On the 
8th July the members wili have their first outing for special prizes.—R. 
GHURNEY, sec. — 

KINGSLAND BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this young and flourishing society had a nice show-of fish on 
June 24. One of the members, while perch-fishing at Rye House, hooked no 
less than three large jack, which, however, were carefully returned to the water. 
—H. SEWELL, sec. 


_ _ KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. NO 

Some very fair shows this week, Mr. Sparrow having barbel, Mr. Pearce 
roach and barbel, Mr. Bransgrove roach, Mr. Cecil roach and dace, and Mr. 
Abrams jack. Members are informed that a special meeting takes place on 
July 4 for special business.—Dicx, 

LEEDS ROCKINGHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

One of our members, Mr. C. H. Bradford, caught twenty-one chub on Satur- 
day last in four and a half hours; the smallest scaled 1 1b. 12 0z., and the largest 
4 1b.60z. Water low and clear, As this may interest you or some of your 


readers we thought we would drop you a line. It wasin the Derwent,—W. 
HALL, sec. pro tem, 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our Juck was against us on June 24. only one member weighing in, viz., Mr. 
E. Barr, with bream and perch. On June 27 we had our annual d's*ribution of 
prizes : wehad a crowded room, and everything passed off without a hitch. 
Later on we had a large presentation of prizes for the ensuing season. During 
the evening we had some capital songs by Messrs. Parker, Hurwood, Titmus, 
and others. Mr. A. Ashley accompanied on his small harmonium. ‘The chait 
was ably filled by Mr. A. Humphreys (the present chairman of the society, 
vice J. Pipe resigned), faced by Mr. T. Parker.—W. Brown, sec. 


MAIDSTONE ANGLING AND MEDWAY PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The members of this flourishing society celebrated the opening of the season 
in a very p'easant manner on Wednesday, the 20th, when they went on an ex- 
cursicn up the river, and were j.ined by several members of the Tunbridge 
Angling Society. The water was too thick for angling, but, not vi hstanding 
this, anumber of fish were taken. In the competition for two prizes, one given 
by Mr. Woods, fishing tackle dealer, and the other by Mr. H. Brennan, a 
member cf the club, the first prize was taken by Mr. J. Brewer, who succeeded 
ia landing six roach and two bream, and the second by Mr. A. Emary, Mr, A. 
Lomas running the latter very close, there only being a difference of } oz. in 
the weight of their fish. In the evening the party returned to Maidstone, and 
dined together at the Star and Garter Jnn, Mr. A Hutson having provided a 
most excellent repast for the occasion. Mr. D. Pine presided. supported by 
Mr, E, Hollamby, Mr. W, Kirby, and Mr. L. Browne, of Tunbritge. The 
vice-chair was oecupied by Mr. E. E. Hibling The walls of the room were 
appropriat- ly adorned with a number of preserved fish in cases, fishing appli- 
ances, &c. After the cloths had been removed, and the usual preliminary 
teasts duly honoured, the chairman proposed, ‘‘ Success to the Tunbrilge 
Angling Society,’’ and expressed the pleasure they had all felt at meeting and 
fraternising with some of the members during the day. He trm-ted that the 
good feeling existing between the two clubs would long continue, and that their 
united efforts would have the effect of making the Medway one of the best 
rivers in the kingdom.. With the toast he would couple the name of Mr, E. 
Ho Jamby, the energetic honcrary secretary to the Tunbiilge club. ‘The chair- 
man proposed the ‘ Health of the Young Members of the Society.’’ and said 
he was very pleased to see Mr. F, E. Wright among them that evening, and he 
would couple his name with the toast. Mr. Wright, in responding, said he 
was not much of an angler, but during the summer months he hoped to find 
sufficient spare time to’spend a few hours up the river with rod and line. Mr. 
W. Kirby in complimentary terms, gave the ‘* Health of the Chairman,” and 
said he understood that he was doing his best to secure the co operation of the 
riparian owners in carrying cut the objects of the society. “This waa abso- 
lutely necessary, and he hoped Mr. Pine would be successful in his eff rts. The 
chairman returned thanks, and stated that the soc’ety, although it had only 
been es‘ablished a little more than twelve months, was ia a very flourishing 
condition, and was making rapid progress. Mr. J. Keeley, in proposing the 
“‘ Host and Hostess,’’ referred in eulogistic terms tu the excellent repast they 
had provided for the occasion. Mr. A. Hutson briefly returned thanks. The, 
proceedings were considerably enlivened by some excellent songs and reci a- 
tions, and an extra hour was granted for the accasion. 

In spite of the heavy thunderstorms and thick water, we have some good all- 
round fishing. At last Friday’s meetng, Mr. Hook displayed five very fine 
chub, weighing 5 1b. 60z. Several other members of the society have had 
some very good sport. Mr. Brown caught some very fine bream, the largest 
weighing 3]b. 5 0z.; Mr. Brewer some very large roach ; Mr. Brooks two pike, 
and I hear of several more being taken Ligher up the river.—A. Hutson, 
treasurer, 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club were out in force on the 24th, but the trays in the 
evening proved that the fish required a lot of finding. Messrs Aldis, Grind- 
Jey, and Hillier weighed in jack; Mr. Harris, a tench, 2 1b. 7 oz., and some 
bream; Mr. Stead, a good roach, 1 lb 83} 0z. and perch; Messrs. Marshall, 
Weaver, and Packman also weighed in fish. W. HILLIER, sec. 





ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The folowing number weighed-in on the 24th inst: —Mr. Roberts, one 
chub, 2 1b. 6«z, one perch, I lb. 3 0z.; G. Drews, oae bream, 2]b. 84 oz, 
Messrs. Laundy and Obbard also had fish, but too late to weigh The members 
compete in July for Mr, Lucy’s prize (greatest weight of fish). Crafford (largest 
bream), G. Drew (second largest bream), Mr. Lavender (greatest weight of 
bleak).—J. OBBARD. 


PHGENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society who ventured out on the 24th met with 
very good sport. Mr. Slater, the ‘fold breamer,’’ had a very nice show of 
bream, roach and eels, the largest bream turning the scale at 3 lb. 11 oz.— 
Bravo, Slater! Mr, Packer, as usual, a very nice show of dace, chub, and 
roach, taken with fly, in prime condition. Now is the time for the b’ow-line 
fishermen. Mr. Baillie has made a very good start for the season ; he means 
going in for the gross weight prize. Quite right, too. The fish were not very 
large, but plenty of them, consisting of perch, bream, and a very fine dace, 
Tuesday next is our quarterly night, and the presence of the members will 
greatly oblige, as there is a lut of business to be gone through that evening. 
—J. G. 

Special Notice to Anglers.—A conveyance will leave Mr. Colwill’s, member 
of the above society, fishing tackle dealer of Great College Street, Camden 
Town, every Sunday morning at 5 45 a.m. sharp, calling at King’s Cross, by 
side of Coffee Stall, at 6 o’clock, for conveying anglers and friends to London 
Bridge Station to meet the Pulborough and Amberley trains. 


QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members showed in well on the 24th in spite of the water being very 
rough. Mr. Walford had 201b. of bream; Mr. Pearce, 14 lb. 8} 0z.; Mr. A. 
Chick, 8 lb. 11 0z.; Mr. Pratt, 6$1b,; Mr. Koopman, 61b. 1o0z.; Mr. 
Fayers, 2 lb. 6 oz. roach anddace; Mr. A. Barrett, 14 1b. bream.—L. WAL- 
FORD, sec. 

June 26. 





REDDITCH ANGLING CLUB, 

The annual business meeting of the club was held on Monday, June 6th, the 
president, the Rev. G. Astbury, occupying the chair. There was an excellent 
attendance, and a very pleasant meeting, made all the more agreeable by the 
fact that the hon. secretary and treasurer was able to report that a balance on 
the wrong side of the club left from the previous year had been cleared off, and 


On the 24th Mr. Roland had bream and roach 
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a small portion of it transferred to the other side. The committee had also 
secured an additional stretch of water at Binton, being a continuation of what 


they already held there. The president, the Rev. G. Astbury, the vice-presi-- 


dent, S. Allcock, Esq., and the hon. secretary, Mr. J. E. Bryant, were re- 
elected. A conversation was started by the secretary, and participated in by 
several members on the subject of the present close season, and the following 
seemed to embody the general opinion :—(1) It does not protect the fish, 
except in a few instances, (2 | 
anglers’ sport. (3) It is very prejudicial to the fishing tackle trade of the 
country. (4) Itis advisable to initiate a movement to get the law altered. 
Referring to No. 2 in the above, last year in this district the roach were not fit 
to take till the beginning of August; at the beginning of October the floods set 
in and stopped angling. Inthe lovely spring weather fish were in excellent 
condition, then the close time commenced, and—<‘‘ the rest is silence.”’ 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. ~ 

The members of the above club fished on the 24th for a series of four prizes 
at Dagenham Lake, the following members being successful :— Mr. O. Lloyd 
first, Mr. W. Moniis second, Mr. Machin third, and Mr. Manning fourth. 
Other members who had fish were Messrs. J. Bramley, Jones, Keymer, and 
W. Hart.—W.S. WoovHEAD, sec. 

SOUTH EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At a meeting of the South Eastern Piscatorial Society, held at the Prince 
Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E., on the 24th inst., at 8.30, Mr. J. Smith, jun., 
weighed in some fine barbel and dace, scme of the former scaling 4lb. On 
Wednesday last (the business evening) at 8.30 there was a good muster of 
members and visitors, and after electing- and proposing several members the 
remainder of the evening was devoted to harmony. Mr. Reynolds sang 
*« Sailing,’” Mr. Holben, ‘* Four Jolly Smiths”? ; Mr. Allen recited « Henry of 

Navarre;” Mr. Morgan sang ‘‘The Pet of the Pantomime; ’? Mr. Copeland, 
“The Jolly Angler;’’ Mr. Reynolds, ‘Powder Monkey ;”? Mr. Stone, 
‘ Pirate of the Isle ;’? Mr. Smith, sen., ‘* Negro Slave; ’? Mr. Ho'ben, « Jack s 


Yarn ;’’ Mr. Reynolds, ‘*Old Tubal Cain;’’ Mr. Copeland, ‘ Auld Lang 
Syne. 





SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

Some twelve or thirteen societies have banded themselves under the above 
name, for the purpose of visiting each other in rotation once a month, in order 
to create friendship and acquaintance wish each other. The visiting havingproved 
a success, it was resolved to have a day’sfishing together, andthose who wished 
to take part in the day’s outing had to pay 1s. to the secretary of the Unity, 
towards the expenses of providing prizes for the occasion. It was decided that 
a pegged-down competition should take place at Am berley, on the 24th. Higuty- 
eight tickets having been paid for, the committee Messrs. Field, Tyler, Kirwin, 
Hotham, Gafney, Wright, and Allen, undertook all the arrangements. The 


. last-named four visited Amberley on the 23rd, and at The Houghton Hotel 


obtained all the accommodation that was required, for which on behalf of the 
said committee I beg to return their sincere thanks both to host and hostess. 
Sémething occurred to this portion of the committee which I think has seldom 
occurred to them since ‘the days of their youth,’’ and that was to be in bed b 

It o’clock on a Saturday night. What good boys! Rising at 4 o’clock the 
next morning, we crossed Hougton Bridge and turned to the right, andat the 
gate of the 2nd meadow, commenced to mark out 88 swims, which reached 
nearly up to the Railway Bridge. This having been done, we returned and did 
justice to the breakfast that was being got ready for us. Previous to the 
arrival of the first train from London, we took possession of the gate leading 
to the No. t swim. As each member arrived he delivered up his ticket to Mr. 
Allen and then passed on to the member holding a bag, in which were 
some three-cornered envelopes. Taking one of these, he opened it, and thensaw 
the number of the swim he had to go to. This performance having been per- 
formed abcut 85 times, a pisfol was fired, and each one proceeded to his swim, 
in very few cases were two members of the same society next to each other. 
Now commenced ‘the battle of styles’? fer killing the finny t:ibe—roaching, 
pure and simple, perching, and ledgering. The latter predominated and continued 
until the pistol was fired at 5 o'clock, which brought to a close as enj yable a 
day’s outing as one could expect, fer we had had fine weather, a fine tide, and 
also some vety fine fish. If eels had been entitled to a prize they would have 
beaten all the fish that were taken in a canter; but as they were barred, the com- 


mittee did not have much troub'e in distributing the prizes to those who had 


succeeded in getting bream, roach, dace, or perch, and the following societies 
are those whose representative succeeded in winning prizes: 1st, Anglers Pride, 
Al 5s.; 2nd, Excelsior, £1; 3rd, South Lendon, 15s.; 4th, Anglers’ Pride, 
‘Ios. ; 5th, Peckham Brothers, 6s. ; 6th, United Brothers, Deptford, 4s. The dis- 
tribution was just over before the arrival of the first train for town, which we 


reached in good time, more like ‘*Copper Indians” than inhabitants of 
Cockneyland.—PIxir. 


g STAR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above fished for a series of prizes on June 17. 
following were taken :—First by Mr. Edwards, second by Mr, 
by Mr. J. Nunn, the remainier being left till June 24. We have already, 
though early in the season, over forty prizes for a start. Will you kindly 
remind secretaries and others that our new headquarters are at Mr. Hocka- 
day’s, the Champion Arms,Garnault Place, Clerkenwell, E.C., as a great many 
letters, &c., are still sent to the old address, and great delay thus caused. If 
secretaries and others will kindly make a note on their lists they would greatly 

oblige.—Cuas. T. RAYMENT, sec. 
[Received too late for insertion last week.—Ep. 

The remaining prizes were fished for on June 24, with the following result :— 

First by Mr. Casey with a capital show of roach and dace, also two bleak ; 


second by Mr. Humphries, with bream ; and third by Mr. H. Nunn, jun., with 
perch,—C, T. RAYMENT, sec, 


Only the 
Walter, third 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

In answer to numerous inquiries, privilege tickets are only available to 
Reading from Richmond Station, on the South-Western Railway. I am 
requested by the late secretary of the United Essex Angling Society to state 
that the above named society is no longer in existence.—R, GHORNEY, sec. 





WALTONIANS. 
On the 2oth Mr. Brady weighed in a trout 1 lb. 1 oz. and a show of dace. 
» 5 lb. 112 0z.; Messrs. J. 


Dodge, H. Putnam, W. Dodge, Jas. Moore, and Togwell also weighed in fish, 
—A. J. MaArRriorT, 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


) It unnecessariiy curtails the duration of the | 





318 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOOIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on June 26, and it was resolved that invi- 
tations be sent to the follcwing angling societies, asking them to pay us a visit 
in force on July to next, viz., Hammersmith United, Kingfishers, Norfolk, and 
Cambridge. We shall, however, be pleased to see any other angler who can 
make it convenient to call during the evening. Some very good fish have been 
taken by some of the members since last week. On June 24 one member had 
four trout, largest 33 1b., and one barbel 531b.; Mr. Buttery had a bream of 
4 lb. 2} oz.; and Mr, Lines also had some barbel, the largest, of 5 lb. 7 0z., 
taken with a live bait, all from the Thames ; Mr. Walker had rudd and perch, 
the largest of former weighing 1 1b. 3 oz.—H. P. 





LIST OF NOTTINGHAM ANGLING CLUBS, AND NUMBER 


OF MEMBERS.* 


Wellington Association, Station Street 


ee ee ee oo oe 65 
Lady Clifuon, Mauver’s Street, Sneinton Ae im ae nit +s 40 
Bugle Horn, Old Radford. ., us +6 oe nf oe ve 25 
Rose and Thistle, East Street Ar aA bef Bt cia +. 40 
Devonshire Arms, Station Street “et fat ae ee +» 20 


Denman Inn, Denman Street oe . s : ea ' 
Notts and Derbyshire Association, Long Hedge Lane : ep te: 
Waltonian Society, Hounds Gate 


St. George’s Society, St. George’s Hall ,, ve ae Re +. 30 
Woodlark Inn, Convent Street he F 2 nd 1 Sete 
Rifleman Inn, Kirk White Stree i: + “s F 40 
Working Men's Society, Hyson Green “ic we ve or oe 24 
Marquis of Waterfo:d, Radford ‘¥ ise £3 BIG 
Cricketer’s Arms, Radford ae rd ae 30 
Victoria Inn, Highurst Street - 5 50 
King William the IV., Carrington AN J an _ 30 
Horne’s Castle, Hollow Stone .. ft as ++ 40 
Spread Eag'e Inn, Alfretum Road , ; Jae 40 
Pars Tavern, Elliots Street, Radford 2 4 zr s 635 
Rose Inn, Mount Street’... a ae ae Ain - : se. 39 
Sir Thomas White, Carter G:te xe : A . 40 
Sinkermaker’s Arms, Carter Gate cic an 5 . 49 
Old General, Cross Street ae a, ‘ ‘ a . 2 

Sycamore Inn, Sycamore Road A Fi ’ nity Sle, 
British Workman’s Home, St. James’s Street 5 Bee 7 eo 
Red Lion Inn, Mauver’s Street, Sneinton BA Se te ty 50 BE 
Dame Agnes Inn, Dame Agnes Street a a 5 : + 30 
Old Anchor, Walnut Tree Lane or ; 30 


Dog and Pheasant Inn, Keswick Street, Sneinton , A : Be 
Victory Inn, Great Alfred Street ee az pe Foe v.36 
Miastrel Tavern, St. Mark’s Street 


ve . 30 
Golden Ball, Coalpit Lane tee ‘ 4 7 Ap He 
Cricket Players, Hyson Green ., sf | ia ae 50 
Portland Arms, Coalpit Lane oft ea ez0 
Trip t» Jerusalem, Castle Road , , ro, eye) 
Cremorne Inn, Queen's Walk ie : ( Sue e 

Tradesmen’s Rest, Ballar Gate ,, ‘ - Ob Ke, 


York Hotel, Station Street ae - 
Cross Keys, St. Mary’s Gate, North .. ; st ae 
The Fisherman Inn, Alfreton Road ,. AP; ate Se a a2 45 
Belvoir Inn, The Meadows “be 

The Woodman, Red Lion Street a A 
Chesterfield Arms, Chesterfield Street fe Ag 6 Pe ESO 
Old Wrestlers, Sneinton Hollows “ se 5, = aa, 00 
Hearty Good Fellows, Mount Street .. Cie ae oF We 
Old General, Wellington Street, Great Alfred Street Ac 30 “. 2 
Vine Inn, Handel Street ., Be 7 ne 

Earl Lincoln Arms, Woodborough Road 


ae : : 36 
Old Grey Horse, Relley Street ., Ae ofa oe ate a 2. 
Black’s Head, New Lenton oP Ob we re we os a? 
Star Inn, New Basford ., ae Ai ae Se oe a 35 
Cooper’s Arms, Platt Street ., Me - oe 4 te 30 
Robin Hood, Hockley ., re ae ve at ‘ 35 
Sir Francis Burdett, Mount Street ., ar 2 15 
White Horse, Barker Gate 2 ie ne “8 Ae ae sO 
News House, St. James’s Street bi 6. 8 “iy Wa els Reet 
Temple Bar, Pepper Street i wr AG . 30 
Old Generous Britons, Ridford c ny: Ba Sic ae ee 30 
Crown and Anchor, London Road ., aie n6 a Pe ah eS 
Albion Inn, Carlton Road us oe ee oe “it re ae EEG) 
Malt Shovei, Beeston ,, iy os we ve ae ae ee) 


* We are indebted for this list of Nottingham Clubs to Mr. Henry Coxon, 
secretary of the Nottingham and Notts Angling Preservation Association. 





NUMBER OF VISITORS TO THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—The number of visitors on Saturday 
was 19,560, making a total for- last week of 81,108. The total 
number from the opening of the Exhibition has been 527,264. Up- 
wards of 150,000 official publications have been sold in the Exhibi- 
tion buildings, 

CONVICTION FOR NETTING IN THE RIVER LEA.—Frederick Eaton 
and William Harrington, of High Hill Ferry, Clapton, were sum- 
moned before Mr. Hannay, at Worship Street Police Court, on Tues- 
day last, June 26th, for illegally netting from a boat in the river Lea, 
at Clapton, on June 16th, at eight o’clock in the evening. The case 
was proved by IT. Verdun, fishery bailiff, anda police constable. F. 
Eaton, who had been previously convicted, was fined gos. and costs, 
or fourteen days’ imprisonment. WW. Harrington was tined 20s. and 
costs, Or seven days. The magistrate remarked that, in accordance 
with the Fishery By-laws of the river Lea, it is illegal for any person 
to use a net of any description on board of any boat or other vessel 
at any time, either in the fishing season or close time. 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 
THE TOURIST AND HOLIDAY 
DOUBLE NUMBER 


OF THE 
‘FISHING GAZETTE” 


WILL BE PUBLISHED SHORTLY. IT WILL CONTAIN 
Articles of Special Interest and Several I//lustrations. 


As this Number will be sent to the Reading Room of every Hotel and Inn 
frequented by Anglers and Touiists, it will aflord an exceptionally good oppor- 


—-  ADYVERRISERS: 


APPLICATIONS FOR SPACE should be sent in to 
THE MANAGER, ‘‘THE FISHING GAZETIE,”’ 
12, FETTER LANs, LONDON. 








RIVER REPORTS. 





TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
FoR SATURDAY, JUNE 30. 
Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge AG ee fo Ose 2i eles Werden by 
Putney., .. i flr ML One mee 10.45 
Kew... ar oe ae oe me LOLS 20a 11.25 
Richmond ,, oie . Sq) BBE ap hs, eG 


MID-THAMES. 


‘This portion of the river will be so churned up by the ‘‘madding crowd”? 
with ‘‘youth at the helm and pleasure at the prow,” or vice versd, that the 
human race will have it all its own way, and the—what shall I say ?—well 
water (I do not mean well-water), but a quiet retreat from the wherry-rowing- 
boats, puffing and screaming coffee pots, which during and before Royal 
Henley frequent the ‘silver streak,’? betweeen Oxford and Windsor. ‘At 
Reading 56 brace of Wycombe half pound trout have been turned into the 
Association waters. At Marsh Pool and Hambleden some thirty trout and 
other fish have been had recently, and at Great Mariow twenty-six trout in 
three days ; full particulars of which shall appear in next mem. ~ That is it I 
have got Henley off the brain—a hydrocephalus I am at present suffering 


from.—MARLOW Burr. 
Ancholme District. 


T have only had one turn at the trout during the past week. An evening after 
tea I took sixteen very fine fishin a beck, which shall, for obvious reasons 
be nameless. They averaged above 3 lb. each, the two largest being 14 lb. 
each. The best flies now are the alder (made smali) and checkwing (hare s 
ear and yeliow). 1 had half aday on Saturday last coarse fishing, and with 
my two boys caught about fifty roach and dace, all with the fly. We hear a 
great dealabout the shyness ofthe roach, but I find not the least difficulty in 
catching any number roving, as on Saturday last. My plan is to fish with fine 
drawn gut and two flies, the tail fly being tipped wi hone or two small gentles, 
On this occasion I had the two flies mentioned above, and caught about two- 
thirds with the tail fy and one-third with the dropper unbaited; the clearer 
the water the better. I throw amongst the shoals which I see swimming about 
and can see when the flyistaken. I often get two at atime when bottom 
nshers are doing nothing. But the fis soon begin to understand the business 
and glance in a sidelong way at the tackle ; hence, after beguiling one or two 
from one shoal, I move on to the next batch. As this system apprvuximates to 
trout-fishing I feel happier when using it, and it forms an agreeable change 
when trouties are scarce and shy.—IHOMAS ForpD, Caistcr. 


Ballynahinch. 

_ We hada slight fall of rain the latter end of last week, which has raised the 
river enough for fish to get into the upper waters. Since last report there have 
only been three rods. On the 2oth, Mr. J. C. Macredy, one peal, 531b. On 
the 21st, Mr. H. De Vere Hunt, one, 6} 1b. On the 22nd, Maciedy four 
8,7, 7, and 44 1b. On the 23rd, Mr. H. De Tere Hund, one, 641b.. same 
date, Mr. J. C. Macredy, one, 6} 1b., and Mr. Kendal, one, silb. On the 
26th, Mr. J. C. Macredy, five, 7, 7, 7, 7, and 62 lb.,; and same date. Mr 
H. De Vere Hunt, one, 54 1b. ; and Colonel Biden got the first white trout 
of the season on Lough Neagh, I may also add that there is a splendid sho 

of trout this season,—WaALTrER BLACKADDER, 


MOLL. 


Bure (Norwich). 

The East Anglian Piscatorial Society held their first friendly match at 
Wroxham yesterday (Wednesday). The heaviest catch was made by Mr. A. 
Roberts, and was about 131b. taking the first prize, 11 lb. took the 2nd. and 
so on down to 2 or 3lb. Isawa party from Wroxham to night (of four), and 
they had not more than 1} stone of small flats, but I am fully persuaded better 
sport could be had if the right water were tried. JRanworth for instance. — 
Good sport may be expected on this stream for the next three months. ROBERT 


Chichester. . 

Some fair sport has been had the past week, but in the earlier portion the 
water was much too bright for rodsters generally. Some splendid carp and 
bream could be seen near Donnington. Carp up to ten or twelve pounds, and 
plenty of them. Mr. Young made over ten pounds of bream and roach in one 
day, and some minor takes were made by other members. Yet bream are not 
well on ; we must wait until the end of July for better sport. Even nocturnal 
fishing has not succeeded, some hours at the canal side, resulting in a two pound 
bream and a break away. Paste seems most successful here with the slightest 
soupcon of honey and colouring. The weather during the past few days has 
been wet and stormy, this Thursday evening a trifle finer.—GtorGE F. Satter. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

Since my last report we have had some good showers, which made the river 
in splendid condition for fishing. The baskets are not large, but a good class © 
of trout, the largest creel 8 lb , from six to eight brace upon an average. The 
largest trout, killed by Mr. L. Ames, 25 lb.; Mr. Green, 26 0z., Mr. T. Glass, 
174 0z The Cramlington Club never sent their report of the day’s sport. 
There were ten fishers,.who killed twelve trout, the largest of which weighed 
24 1b. The river is full of salmon, returned with the flood from the sea. Mr. 
Summers, of Edinburgh, killed one to-day, weighing 9} lb.—A, GuAss, 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The welcome rain on Friday last considerably enhanced the prospects of sport 
for the opening of the coarse fishing season. There has been a capital rise of trout 
and grayling all the week, and nearly everybody has succeeded in taking good 
dishes. Those who are fond of night fly-fishinz can now enjoy their sport to 
the full, nearly every night being favourable forit. Trout and grayling sport 
freely during the evening, especially when it is warm and sultry. _Some very 
good bags have been taken in this way. Fish are still rising freely to the 
drake.—WHEATSHEAF HOTEL. , 

[Too late for insertion last week.—ED. | ; 

This river could scarcely be in more suitable condition for fishing than at the 
present time. The glorious rain which fell yesterday (Wednesday) has caued 
a fresh on the river, and it is now running at a nice height. To-day (Thursday) 
there has been an excellent rise of trout and grayling. Sport with the artificial 
fly has been first class, but the largest samples have undoubtedly fallen3to the 
bottom fishers. The killing flies have proved to be the bumble, little dun, and 
wren-tail; the latter has done most execution, one angler having caught ten 
brace with it. —WHEATSHEAF Horet. 


Dove. 

The killing flies since my last have been the black gnat and little chap, and 
some very good dishes of both trout and grayling have fa)len victims to them. 
Tre river is now running in nice height and colour, and sport amongst coarse 
fish is daily improving. Barbel are coming on first rate, and as for roach and 
dace, any quantity are being captured. The maggot is killing best on the 
bottom. On the tributaries the universal and Derby trout killer have succeeded 
in accounting for some heavy specimens of the speckled gentry, particularly 
since the rains fell and brought the present increased colourinto the water. I 
can cordially advise anglers at a distance in want of a pleasant outing, combined 
with good fishing, to visit either the Dove, Wye, or Derwent just now. The 
Derby skire valleys are looking splendid, and the hotels are not only comfortable 
but very reasonable in their charges—THr SPLopGER. 


Eden (Armathwaite). 

For the last ten nights fishing has gone on with success. On Thursday night 
Tom Bird took forty trout; Canon Whitmore, twelve; William S*ephenson, 
twenty-four with the bustard. On Friday the annual competition of the 
Armathwaite Club took place, when the prize was won by the Rev. Edward 
Bowman, Vicar of Alston. This is the third year Mr. Bowman has 
won. Mr. Hannate was second. Mr. Bowman caught most of his with the ~ 
fly. Theother gentlemen used the worm. In the evening the members a!l 
dined at the Red Lion Hotel. On Saturday night Mr, Suiton took twenty- 
three trout, and Mr. Kiny thirteen, with the bustard. Night fishing will for 
the present cease, as the river is in flood.—SKIDDAW_ 


Eden (Carlisle). 

On Monday last it was a common remark among anglers ‘‘I never saw the 
river so low.” - That evening, however, there was a heavy thunderstorm, 
along the water-shed drained by the Eden, and on Tuesday we hada rise of 
fully five feet, the water being as thick asa clay-dub. Worms were in great 
request on Wednesday, and the early trains took out numbers of anglers, 
whose baskets varied from one trout up to 181b., the heaviest I have heard of, 
which was killed by Mr. Slater. It is unfortunate that this flood has come just 
before the Angling Competition, which takes place on Friday, as there is 
n: thing like a low clear water for testing the merits of an angler. There are 
(n'y nine entries, the two cracks, Mr. R. Routledge and Mr. J. B. Slater 
keeping out ofit. If we have no more rain, anyone with a box of live minnows 
ought to have the heaviest basket.—Siiver Grey. 


Exe (Exeter), 


Last Saturday there was a large muster on the Canal banks, more particularly 
at Turf, where some perch were taken, but only small; the wind, being north- 
east, was not conducive to sport. Mr. Pearse, the proprietor of the Turf Hotel, 
near Exminster, had a fine take of perch, with whitebais, for which his hotel 
is so celebrated; the largest was 2}]b. Nineteen others weighed 1 1b. each’ 
average, ard some smal er ones; and this, he tells me, is the finest perch day’s 
fishing he can remember. The wind continues northerly and easterly alter- 
nately, but we have now had some rain and prospects are more hopeful. 
Salmon are still very plentiful, and the fishing nets are doing well.—J. A. 
IXELLEY. ‘ 

[Received too late for insertion last week.—Eb., ] 


Exe and Barle. 
Owing to the heavy rain of Wednesday the rivers have risen considerably, 
anda good amount of water is nowrunning. For the next few days good spor; 
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may be expected. A big trout was taken at Marsh Bridge on Monday, weigh- 
ing 3} 1b., butifin condition itshould have weighed 5 1b. ; it was taken with 
the minnow. The redpalmer, cock-i-bondy, and yellow sally are the flies 
now killing. —CARNARVON ARMS. 


Exe (Tiverton). 


A quantity of rain has fallen in this neighbourhood during the past week, 
which has given some strength to the current to-day: it is too foul for fishiug. 
Some yery good baskets have been made with the artificial minnow in some 
private parts where this kind of fishing is allowed. Ifnomore rain to-morrow, 
the water will be in good order, and some fair sport is looked forward to.—W™m. 
MupForp. 

ilfracombe-. 

Sea Fishing Friday. Large shoals of bass were seen off Morthoe; the water 
was so clear that they refused to take the bait. Some fine whiting and tamlin 
cod were caught off Beaconpoint; a quantity of lebsters and crabs were 
brought in from the pots, lobsters weighing 41b. each. A gentleman fishing 
from the jetty with hand lines hauled up a fine cod weighing about 181b. The 
trawling sxiffs have brought up from the bay a lot of soles, plaice, and thornback. 
Saturday—boating parties fishing with ground lines had good sport off the 
Seven Hills. A quantity of whiting, pollock, and tamlin, where caught by 
them. Monday.—Sam Ley had a good catch of bass, as the water had thickened 
considerably ; several ling, a few cod and skate have teen brought in from the 
Spillers. Tuesday evening, some gentlemen fishing fiom the jetty caught two 
ling weighing 15 1b. each, and some whiting. There is capitsl sport from the 
rocks at Capstone and Compass Hill, for small pout and pollack. Weather 
wet and squally.—E. Comer. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Real summer weather at Killarney up to the 18th ; then the wind changed to 
the north and east with cold showers of rain—not quite enough to keep down 
the dust, sothat we want some more rain for the fishing, as the lakes are getting 
rather low, and any salmon can hardly escape the nests on the lawn. On 14th 
Eugene Cournane, two peal of 10 lb.; Thade M.rah, three peal of 15 lb.; 
Frank Robert, two salmon, 14]b. On 15th, Michael Thornton, one salmon, 
13 1b., on next day 183 ]b.; Thade Marah. five salmon, 52]b.; Mr. John 
Ross, five salmon, 50 lb. 16th, Mr. D. D. Courtayne, while sailing with 
the mizzen on his boat, and going at a fair pace, got a nice salmon of 194 lb., 
witha spoon bait; the next two evenings he got seven dozen trout. The best 
taking flies are orange grouse, greendrakes, and yellow grouse. On the 18th 
Thade Marah got one of the best condition trout I have ever seen of the size — 
he weighs 13 1b., and was taken with a fly of Messrs T. M’Carthy’s, who can 
make as good flies as any in the country. On the 20th. H. P. Williams, 
Leicester got 54 doz. trout ; John Callaghan, 3 doz. trout; Mr. Samuel Huggard, 
2% doz. trout. I have not been able to give the correct account of the number 
of fish tahen for the week, as I now must go to the Waterville district, which 
is well worth talking about. Any gentleman who wants real good white trout and 
brown trout fishing will get it at Waterville Lake Hotel, County Kerry, and 
also the best of salmon fishing. In changeable weather during the past week. 
Mr. H. R. O’Kearney got salmon for a few days, some up to 164 lb. 
He got about 4 doz. white trout, fiom a pound to three, also some of 
the best river trout that I have ever seen of that class. Mr. Holdare got four 
very fine salmon one day there, and some splendid white trout. Tim 
M’Carthy, five salmon with any amount of white and brown trout. 
principal flies are claret and olive, claret and green, over a fiery brown body, 

with a jay hackle under the wing, also a grouse hackle is very good ; 
but the fiery brownis a hard thing to get to match that place ; it has a different 
colour tosome cf the fiery browns that I have seen. During my stay the 
weather was not fit for fishing; there was very Jittle or no water in the river, 
and the luke is dead low with north-east wind, which is not the angler's 
friend.—Tim M‘Carruy. 

Lea (Broxbourne). 


Whilst fishing for trout on Saturday last, Mr. Bradlaugh took a few perch 
and eels and thirteen jack—the latter were aJl safely returned. There has been 
one good take of roach in the Mill tail (Mr. Webster's); but few rods out, and 
the takes generally small. The water is in splendid condition, and there is 
every prospect of a good season for anglers.—T. B. : 

; (Too late for insertion last week.—ED. ] 


Lea (Rye House). 
There have been some very nice roach taken here and some fine perch.— 


Wm. CowELL. 
(Received too late for last week.) 


There were some fine roach taken at Black Pool on Tuesday, and the water 
is in good fishing order now, and there have been some fine perch taken from 
the Stort; and I hayen’t the least doubt, if the water keeps as it is, that 
there may be some nice fish taken.—W™. CowWELL. 


Lea (Ware). 


There has been some fair sport this week, especially among the eels, some 
having been taken of good size, the weight going from 2 lb. to 4]b. Some 
very goodtrout haye also been taken. The rain during the last few days has 
improved the water, which was getting very low, and too bright. The above 
was up to yesterday, when we had some more rain, which has put the river in 
splendid condition, From last evening up to now, nine o’clock on Thursday 
night, the natives have all been taking fish, Mr. Wright, of this town, 
especially so, having taken some very large roach off the barges at the Bridge.— 
Henry STARTING. ‘ 

Leicester. 


Saturday was a very busy day with anglers hereabouts, and numbers could 
be found wherever there was a river or stream containing coarse fish. With 
the useful Jegislative Act which provides that the period between March 15 and 
June 15 should be a close season, the Leicester local angling society at least 
have every season to be satisfied. During the three months which 1s allowed 
to enable the finny tribe to breed and multiply their species in safety some very 
large quantities of fish were seen. These were effectually protected by the 
keeper and a useful staff of assistant watchers, so that some capital sport may 
be confidently anticipated during the next few months. The society have this 
‘year also secured some three miles of additional water, extending trom Ayle- 
stone to what is known as Blue Banks, near to Blaby, a really good fishing 
water, and well stocked. From a stroll along the side its appearance 
‘suggests that a capital trout stream might be formed, the water insome places 
cent rippling over the shallows into holes in some parts a depth of 16 and 
‘18 feet. 1 feel sure the society would do right in trying this, and it would 
i. 


|- 
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doubtless be a success. After the rains of Friday, the day previous to the 
opening of the season, the rivers on Saturday were full and very much 
coloured. A number commenced fishing very early, and increased as the day 
wore on, until in many places the banks were well lined. From the local 
waters on Saturday Messrs. Pratt, Pinnock, and Keightley had the best 
baskets, the former having about 6 1b. The weather since Sunday has been 

of a most variable character, cold winds prevailing, and although the waters 
have been getting into better condition for bottom fishing, no large takes have 
been made. ‘The society's new waters at Aylestone have been receiving the 
lion’s share of patronage, but with the exception of a few good chub and fair 
sizeable pike, there is but little to record. Several of the best out-of-town 
resorts have been visited, and with the exception of one gentleman having a 
bag of three brace of good pike, but little has been done. The Great 
Northern Railway Company have granted to anglers the privilege of 
travelling at a fare anda quarter return on production of ticket of club 
membership and fishing tackle to eleven stations on the new route. Among 
them may be mentioned the famous Dog -Dyke, Boston, Newark, Burton, 

Redmile, &c.—ALERr. 

Since my last report the weather has been exceedingly changeable, and on 
one or two days we experienced several very heavy thunderstorms. Last Satur- 
day a large number of anglers were out fishing in the societies’ waters, and at 
Aylestone, rodsters were as thick as hees ; but the brook being high, n» large 
takes were reported, the chief catches that came under my notice being those 
of Messrs. Bird, Stephenson, Pratt, Jarvis and Blockley. Some nice perch 
and chub have been obtained at Aylestone, Mr. Jarvis having one of the former 
weighing Ib. Mr. Bird had 7lb of roach, and several chub between 2lb and 
4lb have been caught. Last Monday being fine, a fair number visited the river 
side, and several met with good success among the roach. Mr. G. Hardy had 
anice basket of the last-mentioned kind, weighing 71), among which were 
several nice fish, the whole of which were taken with white paste. Tuesday 
and Wednesday a great quantity cf rain fell, consequently but little was done, 
as the water was over the banks in many parts of the river. The weather to- 
day, Thursday, fine, with a strong wind which is taking the water down rapidly, 
and there is every prospect of some good fishing at a latter part of this week. -— 
ALERT. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


On Friday the angling club for the second time in two years dragged the 
ornamental lake at Sir David Solomons, Brownhill, and after putting back the 
best fish and the golden carp, they took 1,500 first-rate stock of carp and roach 
which were afterwards placed in the Medway at Tunbridge Castle. During 
the week the water has been very thick, but there have been some good catches 
of pike, chub, and eels. To-night the water is going down nicely and an 
absence of rain will be in first-rate trim by Saturday.x—YE Mrpway WATER 
Rat. 

Moy (Ballina) and Lough Conn. 

In my last report I said we wanted a change of weather badly. That change 
has come, and I will give you an account of the number of fish killed aid 
the names of the gentlemen who killed them. On the 14th, Messis. Petoes 
(two rods) 15 trout, largest 4 lb., and 2 salmon. On the 15th, Messrs. Pe'oes 
Io salmon; Mr. Atkinson 3 salmon. On the 16th, Messrs. Petoes 9 salmon ; 
Mr. Turner 6.salmon. Onthe 18th, Mr. Petoes 9 salmon ; Mr. Turner 5 salmon ; 
Mr. A. H. Wilson (first afternoon) 1 salmon; Mr. Hefferen 4 salmon; Mr. 
Howley 1 salmon. On the 19th, Mr. A. H. Wilson 4 salmon; Messrs, Petoes 
4 salmon; Mr. Atkinson 7 salmon. On the 2oth, Messrs. Petoes 11 salmon ; 
Rev. Mr. Ormeby 2salmon; Major Higginson 3 salmon; Mr. Turner r salmon ; 
Mr. A. H. Wilson 3 salmon. Mr, Wilson had an exciting struggle with one 
of his fish on Tuesday. He hocked him close to the salmon weirs, and after 
playing him for five minutes he took out close on a hundred yards of line with 
one rush. Only a few yards now remained on Mr, Wilson’s reel. The punt 
had to be quickly turned round and follow the fish, as he still kept boring on 
towards the bridge. On, on he went till he was close to the middie arch, where 
Mr. Wilson put on all the strain that he though his tackle could bear to stop 
him going through to the rapids below. But it was no use: with a rush he 
went through, and sprang out of the water on the other side. Now the punt 
had to gothrough the arch, down the rapids, and it was a very trying time for 
Mr. Wilson, as he had to lower his rod going under the bridge, and still keep 
a tight line on his fish ; but Mr. Wilsonis no navice in handling a salmon rod. 
He did it beautifully, and got his fish into slack water, where he killed him 
quick. He was a nice, fresh run fish of 12 lb., covered with sea lice, They took 
this day, at 10 a.m., 490 salmon and grilse in one haul of a net close to the 
town.—FRANK HFARNS, Ballina, county Mayo. 

[Received too late for insertion last week. | 


Ouse (Littleport-) 


Another disappointment, among the many we have had for years past. 
With every prospect of good sport coming on shortly, down comes the rain 
in torrents and washes out our hopes of making a bag for some time to come ; 
but we must not mind, for it will cleanse the river and give usa better chance. 
I quite agree with L. B. and others, that the season opens. much too early ; 
and I know of no greater trouble for a fisherman, than to worry through the 
first three or four weeks, with his patrons, who come down with a rush, ex~ 
pecting he can charm the poor sickly beggars on to the hook. Among the 
many who have been down—and all have taken fish—the best take I can 
chronidle up to date, is nine small bream and one roach, taken by Mr. A, 
Lemaire of Newmarket. TI trust I shall soon have something to write about, 
as I begin to feel most awfuly like an impostor, and that you must be getting 
quite tired of me.—CHARLIE SOUTH. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
Bream are well on the feed. Some fine ones caught to-day, and the rivers 
are in good condition.—T. E. ; 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Not much doing in the Shrewsbury district this week. The welcome rains 
have raised the Severn a few inches, a change that was much wanted. Six 
trout, weighing 4 Ib. 20z., were caught near Atcham Ford on Monday. Four- 
teen members of the Severn Angling Society had a ‘‘day out’? Jast Thursday. 
Hiring a brake, they proceeded from the society's head-quarters, Mardol, to 
Llanynrynch, on the Verniew, and at half-past one commenced fishing—some 
above the bridge and some below. The ‘‘ gentle art’’ was plied till six p.m., 
when the river was abandoned for a dinner at the Cross Keys, The return 
journey was accomplished by half-past ten o’clock. The precise number of fish 
caught was not ascertained, as several members did not ‘‘ weigh in”? their fish 
at the club. The hon. sec. of the club, Mr. Morgan, took three nice trout and 
some rough fish. Mr. Coleman one trout; Mr. W. Gregory four trout, which 
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turned the scale at 21 lb. ; Mr. J. Woodfin three trout, } lb. each, four gray- 
ling, and a fine chub which turned the scale at 2 1b;. Mr. Ellis caught seven 
trout weighing 3} 1b.,a chub 2 1b., besides several rough fish. To-night is 
wet, and the rain threatens to come down some hours more. The waters will 
not be in good condition fcr a day or two. —SALOPIA. 


South Wales District. 

Sunday’s welcome downfall wrought a great improvement in the piscatorial 
aspect of our streams, and rodsters have this week been vouchsafed really 
excellent sport. A party of Cardiff anglers paid a visit to the Ewenny river at 
Pencoed on Monday, when several weighty catches of trout occurred. Mr. J. 
Manders was to the fore with twenty-six beauties, and several other gentlemen 
obtained well-filled baskets. This splendid stream is now being visited daily, 
and according to reports, its waters have seldom yielded such ample hauls. 
The Ely waters have afforded good takes of trout and eels, and at Peterstone, 
on Wednesday, I hear that some of the ‘‘ old ’uns ” were in it. Coarse-fishing 
in the Taff has been without feature so far, though there is every prospect of 
genuine sport.—HeEnsincron. 


Suir and its Tributaries, Clonmel (Ireland). 


There has been no fishing to signify in the upper waters for the past month, 
owing to the extreme lowness of the river and the abundance of mud. The 
mill weirs also at Clonmel prevent the salmon from getting up, as they are 
completely dry except on Sunday, when the mills are not working. Below 
Clonmel, however, it is quite the reverse, for every run is crowded with both 
salmon and peel, only waiting for a flood to ascend the river. The rodmen, 
consequently, are reaping quite a harvest on the lower waters, and we hear of 
two or three salmon falling to the lot of each rod every day. These waters are 
mostly open, and as the nets cannot work till we have a flood, great numbers 
of anglers are to be seen plying the “* gentle art’? on every open stand. The 
“Bridge Stream’’ (preserved) comes well tothefore. Mr. Frederick Clibborn 
(proprietor) got within a fortnight twenty-three salmon and three peel, weigh- 
ing from 4 lb. to 18 lb. respective'y. Inthe same stream Major D. Massy in two 
days this week got eight salmon weighing 14 Ib., 141b., 7 1b., 7 1b., (first day) and 
22 Ib., 141b., 14 1b., 9 1b. Dudley’s literally swarms with salmon, and captures 
are made every day. The poachérs are having a bad fime of it: three men were 
convicted at last. petty sessions, Clonmel, for fishing during prohibited 
hours, and fined £6 each. Two more were convicted at Golden for netting 
salmon and fined £4 each and costs ; while at Dundrum, Constable Jack and 
his two subs. succeeded in capturing four men with a net full of salmon and 
trout; they will be tried at next Dundrum Petty Sessions. 
others were fined in various sums to £5 each.—DORA. 


Swale. 

Our good friend Mr. Corry, of Hawes, deserves the thanks of all the York- 
shire anglers for the very manly way in which he has exposed netting ia his 
district, and the taking of undersized fish. Far be it from me to offer an 
apology for these who take troutlets, but the Swale fish cannot for size be 
named with those of the Yore, and Ishould say that the takes mentioned by 
the Yorkshire Post wou'd be quite up to, if not beyond, the average weight of 
those ordinarily taken with the fly. I fished the Swale for nine years, and did 
not catch during the whole of that time nine fish of 1 lb. each. The best catches 
were made with minnow in spring, and then they would sometimes reach, on 
an average, three to the pound. I couldname some becks in the district where 
a + Ib. fish was a curiosity. Some of these were swarming with fish, and wecaught 
them for potting two or three at a time—and weren’t they nice! Even our 
Editor, good sportsman that he is, could not have refused them. My opinion 
is that the native fish will never run very large; hence the introduction of other 
and larger strains is a matter which should be considered by the local anglers. 
Since my removal I have often caught trout of 21b. and 3 lb., and have imagined 
the thrill a dalésman would feel with such a monster at the end of his line; 
his hair stinting would collapse in a jiffey.—THOMAS Forp. 


Taw (North Devon.) 


The rivers have risen with the last few days’ incessant rain, and, no doubt, as 
the net fishermen have had such good luck this season, in afew days the 
rods will have their share also. I have only heard of five or six peel this month, 
and by the numbers taken in the nets, the best possible season may be ex- 
pected I have seen as many as fifty salmon and peel (mostly salmon), averag- 
ing 10lb., taken inone tide in one of the fish exporter’s-statl, but the price, 
1s, 2d. and Is. 3d. perlb., stillkeeps up. Ihave heard of many baskets of fish 
being taken; one gent (the ‘‘Young Otter’’) averages five dozen each day. He has 
been out—and it is generally five ‘out of six days—and the last week, the water 
being discoloured, most gentlemen have filled their baskets. A gent told me 
he got the best catch for the year on Monday last. All the streams in the 
district will be right on Saturday. The weather is so threatening that we 
anticipateabundance of rain, and, no doubt, the best season for fishing will be 
recorded this year.— Rusty GAME. 


Teme (Ludlow ) 


This favourite stream has not been visited to any great extent this week, 
owing to the changeable state of the weather. The rain of Wednesday and 
(to-day) Thursday morning has converted the stream into almost a muddy 
coloured state. A large number of eels have been taken at towards dusk. The 
heavy rains that have fallen have had the effect of restoring the Teme and its 
tributaries to their usual level, and in a few days, with fine weather, the streams 
will be in prime condition. Some good trout have been landed from the Teme 
near the Moss House the early part of this week. The coachman and blue 
duns have been the most killing flies in this district. —SaLopPra, 


Thames (Chertsey)- 

Thursday evening, Mr. Waterhouse, one hour’s fishing, one bream, one 
borbel, two eels ; Friday evening, one bream, one got away; Saturday even- 
ing, one bream, one perch. June 25th, Mr. Smith, three perch, one jack, two 
bream, best fish 4 lb.; Mr. Roake, two hours’ fishing, three bream, best 3}1b. 
Plenty of fish, only want the anglers, ‘TI'wo days’ notice would greatly oblige, 
as I believe in baiting. I am to be heard of at Dockitt Point. All letters please 
send on to Mr. Thurston, Bridge Hotel, Chertsey.—J. Haserr. 


Thames (Eynsham). 
I am pleased to be able to report to you the capture of three fine trout last 


week in and near Skinner’s Weir, caught with bleak spinning; weights, 
83 1b., 63 1b., and 23 1b.; and several more good ones seen to rise. We have 
commenced coarse fishing, and up to now with very fair results. Mr. Geen 


had a capital take of chub and perch, and a few nice roach, nearly all taken float— 


Numerous | 





fishing with lobworms. The barbel do not feed, and none have been taten as 
yet. A few jack have been caught trolling, but nothing large. I might tell 
you that the perch taken are in splendid condition ; one, weighing 1 lb. 14 02 , 
was a handsome fish.— W. B. Howe. 

[Received too late for last week. ] 


Thames (Goring). 

Water a litile thick, but in very good order for roach and chub 
on much; roach coming on better. There have been a few barbel taken here 
this week, and one trout. My best day I had three dozen of roach and dace 
and eight very good perch, largest roach 1}1b,—Joun Rusu. 


Thames (Lech'ade). 


Trouting in the upper reaches of the Thames has been fairly good, several 
large fish have succumbed to the-fascinations of a glittering bleak or lively 
minnow in the splendid stretch of water belonging to Mr. Bowyer, between 
Bascott lock and Inglesham Weir pool. The first fisha nice little trout of 33 lb. 
was landed by Mr. Emery, of Faringdon, on April 4th. Onthe 15th of May, 
Mr. Parnell, of Bristol, followed suit with two which turned the scale at 5 lb. 
Ir oz., and 41b.20z, Onthe 23rd and 24th, Messrs. Underswood and A. 
Bowyer bagged four splendid fish weighing in the aggregate over 201b., and on 
the 30th of May Mr. A. Bowyer, in St. John’s pool, caught three fish scaling 
63 1b. .On Monday last Mr. Burrows above Bablock Hythe, brought a five 
pounder to book, and I hear that there are many fine fish which as yet have 


Jack not 


been too wary for these who have attempted their capture, in the various weir 


pools between Oxford and Inglesham.—CuErwett OrTsr. 


Thames (Moulsey). 

The roach and dace have been taken of a good size. Thomas Wheeler, in 
three days, ten dozen, and in addition three barbel, the Jargest 61b.; and 
William Milbourne four d zen of good dace.—M. 

Thames (Oxford). 
The weather during the past few days has been anything bit conducive to 


sport: an east wind, accompanied by violent thunderstorms, nas prevailed during — 


nearly the whole of the time, and the results in most cases have been empty 
creels and wet jackets. On the 23rd, a splendid jack weighing 15% lbs. was 
brought into Oxford by Mr. Witing, the landlord of the Trout Inn at Tadpole, 
who, as an inducement to visitors, advertises three miles of excellent fishing ; 
but, as he announced the fish was taken in a net, his ideas of what constitutes a 
good fishery and my owa differ slightly. On the 26th, Mr. Brookings had.a 
4 lb. jack near Boveney’s bridge; and oa the 27th, Mr. Albert Stone, below 
Iffley, two of about 5 |b. each in weight. On the 27th, Mr. English cauzht 
six chub, the largest scaling 3 lb.. inthe Waterferry district ; and Dr. Blick, of 
Istip, inthe Cherwell, a jack of 641bs. A‘ splendid perch of 21b. 4 oz. was taken 
last week near Eynsham, by Mr. Hoare ; and a gentleman, ia some private 
water about six miles from Oxford, in five hours ‘ciught 240 perch, no less than 
480 having fallento his share in a fortnight. Mr. Darby of Marwet Street, from 
whom I received my information, was discreetly réticent on the exact locality. 
—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Thames (Staines). 


‘There has been some very good fishing in this district. Charles Hone, one 
day, six barbel, 35 lb. weight of chub, and a jack of 21b. Another daya barbel 


4 


of 51b., one trout of 281b, and nine chub. Another day a trout of 21b. and © 


three barbel ; and another day a barbel of 31b., and a chub of 231b. Mr. Bent 
a fine perch of 21b. Samuel Scott, one day, eight dozen of roach and dace; 
another day six dozen, and another day four dozen.—G. 


Thames (Sunbury). 


The shovels have been in great demand this week, and have done good 
business for their customers. The best day eight bream up to 33 Ib. each, one 
brace of perch, and some roach and dace. Mr. Benjamin has been fishing with 
Edward Clarke for four days, and taken five jack weighing 15 1b., five barbel 
weighing 161b., and twenty-four dozen of roach and dace of a good size. One 
of the anglers, fishing by himself, got a trout of 3 lb., three barbel weighing 
161b., a jack of 431b., and 21b. of dace.—M. A 


Thames (Twickenham). — : 
Wind S.W. The river is now in splendid condition, and in reference to the — 
fish, our river has not been stocked as it is this season for many years past. 
Many thanks to our T.A.P.S , and their energetic officers, I am very pleased 
to say we have been very busy since the opening day, each punt’s take averaging 
8 doz. each day.— AtLrrEeD PErrin. 


Thames (Walton.) Rar: 
On Wednesday, the 20th inst., George Howe and Mr. Everitt caught a trout 
three and ahalf pounds and many bream. A gentleman on the bank took a 
jack of 5 lb. Onthe 23rd, Mr. Beady, out with George Howe, three dozen 


roach; Mr. Whatford, with Mr. Everitt, nine roach and a bream, 341b. On 
24th, Whatford out with Mr, Everitt, two jack, 3 lb. each, and three dozen — 


perch, and four dozen roach and dace. George Howe with Mr. Cahabe two 
dozen roach, and one bream, 3 lb. A few jsck have been killed, but none af 
any weight. The showers have made the state of the river variable.—Ozp 
Swan. : 


Torridge (Torrington). 


q 


We have been having heavy rain this week, which has very considerably — 


risen the river, and good sport may be expected as soon as it clears: Salmon 


and peel have been seen leaping the weirs. S. Jackson took a peel weighing 
2 1b, last evening with the improved Devon minnow.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 


Some fair takes of trout this week since the rain of Sunday and Monday. — 


Colonel Doidge caught some very fine fish on Tuesday, and on Wednesday 
2} dozen, on Thursday 3 dozen. The fayomite flies are the black gnat, dar 
blue, and the small Devon minnow was also of great service. Gentlemen fish« 
ing on these waters cannot do better than give Mr. J. D. Bastard, of Great 
Torrington, a call, and make a selection from his large stock of excellent flies 
suitable for the Torridge fishing.—JoHN BLAKE, ; 
(Too late for insertion last week.—ED. ] ‘a 


Trent (Alrewas and Yoxall). 


A continuanze of unfavourable weather has kept many anglers from the river 
side, consequently I have little news to communicate. On Friday last I made 
a start, but only succeeded in basketing eighteen pairs roach. Mr. W. Rey- 


nolds, fishing the same water, took a similar lot and a brace of nice grayling. — 


Mr, E. Hooper, on Saturday, got some fair perch ledgering ; while another well 
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known angler, trying fhe same game all day, failed to get a nibble. Mig: 
Cope has met with some fair sport among the gray ing, fly fishing, the alder 
fly doing the principal execution. “I had another go in on Tuesday, but the 
weather turned out s» unfavourable I was g'ad to turn it up early in the day, 
with only a brace of grayling and a few roach, all taken with gentles. On 
_ Wednesday Jupiter Pluvius gave another downpour, which will do the waters 
an emount of good, as there is such a mass of floating weed that successful 
angling is out of the question until itis cleared out of the swims. River to-day 
alittle discoloured, but not t:o much for angling with worms. Some good fish 
should be basketed the next few days. A fine trout nearly 31b., is reported to 
have been taken at Alrewas mil by the son of Mr. Cartwright.—JAMEs 


GReEGorY. 
Trent (Newark.) 


Since the commencement of the general fishing season we have had some 
very cold and unsettled weather, which has sadly interfered with sport; in 
fact, sport cannot be relied on when the wind is shifting about, as has been 
the case this wee, from west round to east via north. The water has been in 
fairish condition. The very heavy rains of last week caused a rise at the 
beginning of this week; but it is now in fairish condition. Weather s'il! very 
unsetdled. Prospects not very good till we have more settled weather. The 
cad bait has done a Jot of slaughter among the roach, dace, andbream. I have 
seen bags weighing from two stone to a few pounds of those fish, and I noticed 
that many of the roach and bream had not spawned yet. The Munde!la Act 
only half protects our Trent fish. An alteration to that Act would be very 
acceptable to the Lower Trent. With yourkind permission I will just briefly 
sketch out the spawning seasons of onr several fish, and give what, in my idea, 
would be a proper close season (next week if you can find space.) Eels and 
flounders haye not been taken in any quantity during the we2k. As I said just 
now, the ead bait kas killed roach, dace, and bream; but the samples of roach 
and bream I saw ought not to have been taken for a month at least. I also 
no'iced some chub that had been taken off the shallows with the fly—a pro- 
ceeding I don’t agree with just now. They wouid be all the better for ano.her 
week or two’s rest. 

P.S —Plenty of fish of all sorts in the river, I believe. When they get in 
good ccndition there will be some rare sport.—Tuer TRENT OrTER. 

[Received too late for insertion last week. | 

Very heavy rains have fal'en this wee, which caused the river to come very 
high and thick ; sport has not been very good this we k. Some anglers did 
fairly on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday +mong roach, dace, and bream with 
the cad bair ; chub off the shallows with the fly, and ecls and flounders with the 
worm, when the weather and water got altogether disagreeable, putting a stop 
to ali but eel fishing. At the time of writing, the water is going down very 
nicely, and operations can be resumed any time, that is, unless we have a lot 
more rain. Anglers visiting the Lower Trent must not forget the worm bag, 
for aliltle bottom fishing with worms will be about all that they can indulge in 
for a day or two.—THr Trenr OTTER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


So far as the weather was concerned, the season opened auspiciously in this 
district, and large numbers of anglers patronised the stream. Previously a rise 
had been experienced, and the fish were well able to get off the scours. Inthe 
lower waters the rodsters generally complained that roach and dace were back- 
ward in condition, and that their complaint was substantially correct has since 
beer proved by results. 
the tamest description. A varying temperature of alternate heat to cold has 

“doubtless interfered with the teeding proclivities of most coarse fish. The 
keepers here report not having seen a greater number of barhbel on the spawn- 
ing grounds for years past, but. as with the case of roach and dace, they are 

*still very backward. ‘‘ Opening days”’ have been celebrated at the Crown Inn, 
Rolleston (a famous resort) and at Weston Cliffe (the prettiest scenery on the 
whoie length of the river), by the respective members of the two fisheries.— 
THE MAN AT THE Crus. 

_ [Yoo late for last week. Please post a day earlier (i.e., on Thursday) in 
future.—Eb.] 

_ The weather has been in a most unsettled ccndition during the week, and 
although large numbers of anglers have patronised the stream, the sport appears 
to have fluctuated a good deal. From Sawley, Shardlow, and Weston a 
moderate number of bream have been caught with the worm. In one instance 
a well-known amateur fished a baited swim with the result that he did not 
kill asingle bream ; he got some small perch androach. As yet it is too early 
in the season to bait for the ‘‘broad ’uns.’? From the lower reaches reports 
_are that eels have been running in great quantities, and that by means of 
ledgering rodsters have proved a sore thornin their sides. I cannot say what 
the nets haye taken at Newark. On Thursday the river was stil discoloured, 
but was for all purposes in excellent condition for the coarse adepts. THE MAN 


AY THE CLuss. 

a Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

_ The long-looked for rain has come at last; on Monday night it came down 
‘in bucke'fuls, and on Tuesday continued steadily during the greater part of the 
‘day, in the evening the Wharfe being in full flood, too thick even for worm- 
fishing. As more rain appears to be impending, I expect that it may be the 
end of the week before anything can be done in the way ot angling. I have 
_ been informed that Mr. Charles Bradford, who is a member of the Rockingham 
fogling Club, had a good day’s sport among the chub last Saturday upon the 
_ Yorkshire Derwent. He killed altogether about 52 lb. weight, several of the 

fish scaling 441b. As he only fished during the afternoon, and the river was 
very low, this might be considered a good catch.—Francis M. WALBRAN, 


Witham and Drains. 


tea 
Last week I referred to the South Forty-foot drain as promising some good 
‘things for anglers. Since writing that several Boston anglers have visited it, 
|, to their delight, have found things even thus early as I indicated them, 
Mr, Day, Mr. Wray, Mr. Bottomley, and others, have been down and returned 
well laden with roach, perch, and other fish, The perchran from }1b, to { 1b. 
in weight, and afford some very lively sport, the best being about sunrise toa 
_ couple of hours thereafter. Mr. Day caught some fine eels, as did some of the 
| others, and Mr. Bliss caught a nice pike of nearly 41b., and Mr. Wray caught a 
| tench of 23 1b. Seeing this is but its third season of preservation it is quite fair 
_ to anticipate a treat for visitors. On some of the other drains very good things 
| have been done, to say that the season is so new. A lot of good eels were taken 
_at Sibsey and at Cherry Corner; a couple shown at this latter spot scaling 
| 44 1b. ; and also a brace of tench of nearly 5 lb. is reported. On the Hobhole 
_ very many visitors were down on Saturday and Monday, and they had varying 
' success, as is usual when large numbers of anglerscongregate. Some did very 
well, and I have heard of as many as a hundred fish gracing the creel of a single 
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Throughout the week, indeed, the sport has heen of. 





angler. Nearly ascore members of the Royal George Angling Club (Boston), 
came down on Saturday for a match in this water ; bus as a whole, they had but 
small success. Messrs. J. Bell, C. Adams, and B. Norman were the prize 
winners. The weather has been stormy since Tuesday, and some of the drains 
are a bit out of condition temporarily. Not much has been done on the 
Witham.—Tuxr Yettow BELy. 


Wye and Derwent. 

Last Munday a very great quantity of heavy thunder and rain fell all over 
Derbyshire, which discoloured half the Wye and Derwent. Since then we have 
had some first class ** porter’? coloured waters on the Derwent, and the bottom 
fishers have reaped a rare harvest during the time the Derwent has been dis- 
coloured. Fishing, Wednesday, between Matlock Bath and Darley Bridge 
there were over 20 rods out on the Derwent, and one and all of them had fair 
baskets of fish, in fact, baskets from 6 to over 20 brace per rod were made with 
maggots, ant eggs, and brandling worms. This rain falling will greatly 
improve fly fishing ; in fact we ought to have some hrst class fly fishing now. 
Sport on the ponds has béen first class. The night-line party have killed a lot 
of eels during this thundery weather, fish up to 4lb 60z. having been killed. 
Eels are running a good size this season. Weather very unsettled, showery 
wind 5.N.—Gro. JAS. FATON. 


Yare (Norwich). 


Tam pleased to say that at Cantley the bream have put in an appearance, 
21 stone being caught near Hardley Dyke, the largest running to 23 1b. Some 
fair sport has also been had at other points on this stream. At Fritton Decoy, 
Professor Day has been having excellent sport for the last week, he with 
another gentleman has been tiking from 2 to 4 stone daily, so those who wish 
for sport may safely go to ritton ; but I should advise anglers to steadily try 
Buckenham, Cantley, and Brundall. I feel sure they will soon be rewarded 
with good catches. Less rainis desirable, but we must not complain, as the 
season is hardly in. Weather seems more settled to day.— ROBERT MOLL. 








DISTRIBUTION OF THE TOURNAMENT PRIZES. 


THE prizes won in the Tournament at Hendon were presented to the 
winners by Mrs. R. B. Marston, at Foresters’ Hall, last Friday. 
After the distribution Mr. Murphy proposed a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Marston for her kindness in presenting the prizes, which was 
greatly appreciated, and also to Mr. Marston, who had introduced 
these interesting tournaments into this country. Mr. Marston re- 
plied, and then proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Bates, who really 
had almost the sole management of the Tournament arrangements, 
and had succeeded most admirably. Mr. Bates, in replying, so ably 
described the objec's of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society that he at 
once secured a handsome donation to the funds from Mr. Reuben 
Wood. Mr. Crumplen proposed, and Mr. Marston seconded, a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Wood for the interest he had taken in 
the Tournament—we should be glad to see him every year, even if he 
always carried off the best prizes, as he was doing to-night. (Flear, 
hear.) Mr. Wood briefly replied, expressing himself much gratified 
with the kind reception English anglers had given him —in fact, he 
felt quire ‘‘at home ” over here ; and he was delighted if he had been 
in any way able to aid so excellent a society as the Anglers’ Bene- 
volent. They had nothing of the kind in America. He would not 
detain them longer, as he felt much more in his element when playing 
a big black bass than addressing a meeting. (Laughter. ) 








THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION CONFERENCES. 


IN reply to some enquiries, we may state that the papers read at the 
Exhibition will be published by the Committee. Having regard to 
this fact, and also to their length and number, we have been unable 
to refer to them specially at present. Later on, we hope to review 
those subjects which are likely to have interest for our readers. Pro- 
fessor Huxley’s paper, on ‘‘ The Diseases of Fish,” to be read next 
week, will doubtless be a most valuable one. 


a aia 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





G. S. Norwoop.—Consult the Anglers’ Diary,’’ published at the /ield Office, 
Strand, price 1s. 6d. We think Lowestoft would suit you, as there is good 
fishing for freshwater fish on Oulton Broad, and at Brundall, Cantley, 
Buckenham, and on the river Yare. A short journey by rail from Lowestoft 
or Yarmouth, You can easily get board and lodgings at the price you name, 
but not facing the sea. The fishing is free, and a boat on the Yare only 
costs you Is, or Is, 6d. a day.—ED. ‘ 

A. D.—You do not say how much you are to pay for lodgings at Huntingdon, 
We should advise you to send a stamped envelope and sheet of paper to the 
stationmaster, and ask him to favour you with the address of some one. 
You will have no difficulty in getting them, even if you go on the 
chance.—Ep, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. ] 





[Through pressure on our space we have to hold over several letters this 
week.—EDp. ] 

FISHING IN WALES. 

S1r,—I think of starting at the end of next month for two or three weeks’ 
fishing in Wales, and should feel very much obliged if any of.your subscribers 
would give me some information as to a locality in which I might fairly rely on 
reasonable sport. Any hints as to hotel accommodation, fishermen, tackle, 
flies, &c., would also be welcome.—I am, &c., AW. SB. 
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THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. : 

S1r,—In your issue of June gth are several letters under the above heading, 
one of them being written by a gentleman who adopts the pseudonym of 
“‘Thames.’? Ido not propose to encroach upon your space by entering into 
any argument upon the above subject either pro or con. Fiat justitia! 1 
write, therefore, with the view to dissipate the bad impressions which may be 
formed about the man ‘* Thames’’ specially mentions—I mean George Rose- 
well. I have known Rosewell now for a matter of five years, and have always 
found him sober, civil, and lastly, though by no means the least virtue ina 
fisherman, truthful. Then, again, he isa first-rate fisherman, and this is where 
the shoe pinches, as I know there are many wh» are so intensely jealous of him, 
and so chagrined at his success, that they would not hesitate to say or 1mpute 
anything detrimental to him which would be calculated to lower him in the 
estimation of his patrons to the end that they might profit thereby. ‘‘ Thames, 
by implication, says that when Rosewell gets a trout he telegraphs for aman to 
come down and fish with him, and the trout is subsequently weighed in at a 
club as the man’sown catching This is a very sweeping accusation to make 
against a man without the slightest shadow of proof, the more so as he is 
dependent for his livelihood upon the belief and faith which his patrons place 
in his honesty. Then, again, ‘‘Thames’’ is guilty of misrepresentation when 
he says, ‘* Why, this man has not missed a single day since the season com- 
menced,’’ because I know of my own knowledge that he has missed a great 
many days. I doubt not that he has been out with gen lemen more often than 
any other fisherman about the neighbourhood; but that, surely, is in his 
favour. I daresvy that some ‘‘ good natured friend’? of Rosewell’s has been 
pouring his insidious hints and inuendoes inty ‘‘Thames’’’ ears—how that 
“it was strange Rosewell’s customers always seemed to take tront when no 
one else could,’’ &c., &c. Let me here say that Iand ano her gentleman have 
since the commencement of the trouting season been out with Rosewell on 
an average about four days every week, to say nothing of chance customers, 
and it stands to reason that Rosewell should be more fortunate than other men 
who do not enjoy the same amount of patronage. 

“¢ Thames’ ’’? accusation as to Rosewell’s catching trout and others weigh- 
ing them inis a back-handed one, as it reflects more than equally upon the 
person who would be guilty ef such an act. 

The names of the several captors of the whole number of trout taken with 
Rosewell this season have been sent by him to y u, and have appeared in the 
FIsHING GAZETTE. Will ‘‘ Thames”’ be pleased to select the name of the 
person or persons who have been guilty of the fraudulent practices he alludes 
to? Failing this, if he has any sense of justice or honour, he should unre- 
servedly retract. 

I must apologise for encroaching to so great an extent on your valuable space ; 
buat you will, I am sure, fully appreciate my motive for so doing when I assure 
you that it is prompted solely by the desire to protect a poor man, who for 
many reasons is probably unable to protect himself from the calumnious state- 
ments (amounting, in my view, to a direct charge of fraudulent practices) of a 
man whose only excuse, though in no way a justification for making them, 
must be his eilire ignorance of the matter (so far, at any rate, as George Rose- 
well is conce ned) with which he is pleased to deal.—lam, &c., 

June 26. IE. J. WITHERS. 

P.S.—I greatly regret that my letter was 1eceived too Jate for insertion in 
last week’s issue, but it was posted in London on the eveoing of Thursday, 
and I fondly imagined anything reaching you by first post Friday moming 
wou'd be in time. xperientiz docet. 1n response to your editorial invitation 
to take up the gauntlet thrown down by ‘‘Thames”’ on the question of pro- 
fessi: nals fishing by themselves for Thames trout, I beg to intimate to you 
that, although I am very loth to rush into print, yet the present occasion is one 
upon which I feel round to o’erstep the bounds of my reticence, but inasmuch 
as IT should require a space for my fost scriptwm, which would possibly exceed 
the length of my Jetter, [deem it as well not to encroach upon your good 
nature this week any further than to state that I shall be pleased to give my 
views upon the above subject in your next issue. In the meantime, may I ask 
‘« Thames’’ to kind'y answer me the following questions at an early date ; his 
replies can be p~sted to me to the address which I have given you in conti- 
dence, and which you will no doubt be good enough to furnish him with upon 
application, Firstly: On how many days between April Ist ard the date of 
his letter to the FISHING GAZETTE has ‘‘Thames’’ fished for Thames trout ? 
Secondly: Has he fished with a professional, and, if so, with whom, aod upon 
how many occasions ? 

{ We regret this was received too late forinsertionlast week. Mr. E. J. Withers 
does not touch on the gravamen of the charge against Rosewell, i.¢., that he 





makes a practice (if he has no customer dowa) to catch Thames trout himself 
whenever he can, If this is true, then the sooner ang!ers withdraw their sup= 

port from Rosewell the better for them. If they allow one professional to do 

it, others will do the same. Ifit is not true, we shall be very glad to hear if, 
and give publicity to any facts proving it is not true. Thames trout-fishing 
is such expensive, disappointing work, that the professional who deliberately — 
makes it more difficu't for his customers to get fish by catching, scaring, and 
pricking them himself, ought to getno sympathy. We are glad Mr. Withers — 
has taken Rosewell’s part, and hope he will be able to make out a good 7 
for him.—Ep. ] as | 


‘ 


1 





THE FENCE MONTHS. 

Str,—I thiuk friend “1. B.,’? Esq., has hit the right nail on the head 
where he says, ‘‘ I have always consis ently advocated a general fence season 
for all fish (excepting jack and perch) extending from the 1st of April to the 
Ist of July.’’ Z 

For instance, chub, roach, barbel, and bream in spite of the remark ofa 
well-known angler to the contrary, are not worth catching, except for taking — 

SIZE. | 
i Compare a Trent chub or barbel taken on the 16th of June with one even 
taken next month, and the difference wilt be most marked; and I very much 
question if any of the above meutioned fish would be worth setting up it taken” 
at the present time. ‘ 

I know several Trent anglers who would no more think of taking either) 
chub, barbel, or bream now than eat them after they were taken; and fancy 
taking even a jack in June! Well, you may laugh and tarn up your nose at me, 
but if you are lucky enough to have a ticket t» fish in the reservoirs at Stoke 
Newington you will find you will not be allowed to take a jack until the Ist of 
August. 

Anglers have constantly tried to get this altered, but the authorities do not 
see it; and a very old and experienced angler I know says he should certainly 
make it the 1st of September. How would you like that, my bold 
Waltonian ? 

Old Izaac says, in his quiet, quaint way, ‘When pike have had all the 
summer's food they are the fattest.’? He is about right. 

In spite of the present magnificent season, you, Mr. Editor, state ‘‘ that in 
many cases barbel, bream, and carp have not yet spawned’’; and I quite — 
believe it. However, I have come to the lamentable conclusion that you” 
would notsee this rampant desire to slaughter fish—in many cases in the most 
wretched condition it is possible to conceive—if it were not for the prizes” 
hanging to it.—Iam, &c., Mark ANTONY. 

N.B.—I see ‘‘L. B.,”’ Esq , mentions a club wh» have set a fine example as ~ 
to their scale of weights. Let us hope others will follow suit. Better one fish 
at 2 /b. than twenty at 2 oz. , ’ 


GOOD SPORT AT WALTON-ON-THAMES. "ae 

Str, —I was at Walton-on-Thames last week, aud seeing the splendid 
condition of the water for fishing, I made arrangements with my old friend, © 
George Hone, to spend two days with him. On Monday morning, June 18th, 
we commenced, and my first take was a splendid bream of five pounds, and 
altogether I made a very preity basket, consisting of twelve bream, the largest 
five pounds; four chub, the largest nearly two pounds; six very fine roach ; 
and last, but not least, a lovely trout of three and a quarter pounds, The 
water is in splendid condition for ‘ta l-round .ishing,’’ aad old George Hone 
is one of the bes; fishermen on the River Thames. Any angler anxious for a _ 
good day’s sport would do well to give him a tun.—I am, &c., 

Tenby Lodge, Kingstun Hill, Surrey. ALFRED MACKRILL, 








$ 
HERBERT SPENCER says that a man’s conversation is a sure index 

to his mental capacity. This is extremely severe upon a man who 

has just caught the back of his trousers ona nail. re 


Gronce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deiby:hite, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard # LIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he Kimseitiian proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required trom 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
of the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices} 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. O:ders punctual ly 
attended to.—[Apvr.] : 4 
+ 
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TAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES, 


Also his 


CELEBRATED FLOATING MAY FLIES, GREEN AND 


GREY DRAKES. 


¥ lich are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 


JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


Pee ey) STR: 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
: JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For part'culars of which see Article in Fisuinc Gazerre of March 18, 18 2, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatchea by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 





FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
“British Fishes’? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 


Stall qq1, The Promenade. Fetter Lane, E.C. 


Scuchern Minnesova, A ne ica, 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. English Colony. Fuil particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, FisHinc Gazerrr, 12, 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— f: 





FISHEXG RODS & TACKLE, 








4 
BULMER’S GOSSAMER” DRAWN GUT 
LINES, if 

Three yards, 8d. each, ; 4 


These are the lines which have been so often most favou™= 
ably spoken of by the Editor of the FrsH1nGc GazetTe {Mr. 
R.B. Marston, who has used them in fly-fishing fortrout and 
grayling for the last two or tbree seasoas; also fur roach 
fishing, &c. See his notices in the Gazette for Dec, 17, 1833, 
June 28, 1882, July 1, 1882. A : 

N.B.—To be had stained to suit the tint of any water. 

Specimens sent post free, od. 

Crystal. Roach, and Sneck bend Hooks on Gossamer Gut 
to Match Lines, 8d. per doz, Best Gut and Hair Hooks, 6d. 
per dozen. Gut Lines, 3 yards, 4d. and6d. Hair lines, 3 
yards, 3d, and gd. each, Gut 6d. per hank; 100 strips, 12 
inches, 1s, 2d, ; 14 inches, 1s,6d.; Gossamer Gut, 12 inches, 
3s. 6d. ; 14 inches, 4s. 6d. Nottingham Si’k Twist, ro yards, 
3d. ; stout, gd, Flies on Fine Gut, 1rd. per dozen ; on Gos= 
samer Gut, 1s. 2d per doz. Two fold tackle books, ts. ; 
leather ditto, 1s. 9d. Three fold superior, 2s, 6d. 25 inch 
Brass Winch, ts. od. ; ; 

Tackle Books and Wiach by post 3d. extra each. : 

Bamboo Roach and Bream Rods, 15 feet, rung, brazed, 
winch fittings, 2 tops, pack in three, 6s.; 18 feet, 8s, Od, ;_ 
20 feet, 10s. 6d.; Fly Rods, 4 joints, 12 feet, 7s. 6d.; ho 
butt, 2 tops, 93, 6d. Double jack hooks on gimp, 6 for 8d., 
ts, 3d. per doz, Fine drawn Gut Lines, tapered to Gossamer 
Gut, 8d each. j \ . 

Pcstage extra on all orders, x 


Eighty acres, good 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, ae 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station, b 
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ON. 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and al! 
ho are interested in the purification and “preservation of our 


IVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


ATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


AT THE 
; . 
Great International Fisheries 
| Exhibition 
‘Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A B@ PROCESS 
‘is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


|Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of ; 


THE NATIVE GUANO CO., LIMITED, 
a . SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 





REVENTION OF RIVER POLLUI 





PaeeoO DOR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 


] 4 " if ; , aK i 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. Itstands at vhe head of all American 
publications ofits class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of trave), camp 
life, field © - periences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History, 


tea and River Fishing. Fisheulture. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


| The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 
The weekly numbers of the Forrst anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 
Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
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KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 

ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 

and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 


Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuinc GAzETTE 
“A, R.I, E.L.,” and other leading anglers. 


In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and 16 
tamps. 


KING’S 


HATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for a 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel, 





DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Reaediefiinae @izestd. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest ate the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer (an require to cue Cicease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, bealihy, and 
buoyant conditi n:— 

“ CHEMICAL EXTRACI,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
“ GASEOUS Ft.UID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

* RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and “wes, &c, 

“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 

* BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

““GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

* ATCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills. 

* CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhea in Lambs and Calves. 

Price of Chést, with “ Key to Farriery,’”? £2 16s. ¢d., carriage paid. Each artic'e can 
be had separately. 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 
22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON W. 
AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 








For a Hunéred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
I00 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD 








‘¢ The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,’’—Britis 
“orkweman, FI 
“* Can scarcely fail to prove of service.” —The Rock. 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 





Published by the Foresr anp Srream PusiisHine Company, 37, Park 


In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postrige 





extra. 


To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs. Williams and Co., Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Road; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co., 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
7 Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 

PR | CE TWO S H H ie i) N G S : ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London. Nutting& Co, Birming= 
CARRIAGE FREE. ham. O’Handlan &Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond. 

ert E. 


Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester, Perry, Read- 


Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Szarcz, and Kivineton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
t specimen cepies. 








Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Win. KING, Chemist, 





"\G@REAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
| 


EA SIDE,— TOURIST _FORT- 


N NIGHTLY and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to 
TUESDAY (First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS 
are issued by all Trains to YARMOUTH, LOWESTOFT, 
Clacton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the~Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Scuthwold, Hunstanton, 
and Cromer, 





BROXBOURNE AND RYE HOUSE. 


EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any Train 
from Liverpool-street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal-green, London 
fields, &c, Fares 3s., 28., 1s. Od. | ; 

For full particulars see bills, 

WILLIAM BIRT, General Manager. 

London, May, 1883. 


ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield. Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
a ( Registered.) 
. ‘Any person can now play all the melodies they knew, 


Shipley. Beoth, Hull. Slater, Newark. 
. either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 


1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 








or TUITION. Thetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionetie, cr sonorous as the oboe, Thus the possessor of 
one ofthese charming instruments becomes at cnce on an 
equality with practised musicians, <od WITHOUT ANY 


I 











' MUSIC4L KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. . 
' The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small ccmpass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 
P For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Picnics, and evenings at home it is invaluable. 
_Address~Cuas, MILLER & Sons, 70, Patshull Road, 
s London, N.W. 
(SE ———_————eEE 
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Rous AQUARIUM.—GRAND ROSE 
ds 
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RGN coe aarapcas 











and STRAWSERRY SHOW of the SEASON, 
For entries apply to Mr. E. Bennett, 





Y 4—£50 prizes. 


| £10 to £500, at mode- 





A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


LONDON & COUNTY 
ADVANGE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 


rate rates. Bills dis- ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 
counted. Forms gratis. 

57 & 58, Both the Uppers and Soles by = 
\ Patented Process are guaranteed 
CHANCERY LANE, | Patented Proc . a euaey 


JouN STONE, Sec. 
DRY AND WARM FEET. 





_ Holly 
OYAL AQUARIUM -—This Day.— 


+ 2X Sommer Entertarments. Coolest Lounge in Lon- 
dn. Lit by Electric Light. ; 

t=: = 
ROYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
ise -Two Great VARIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8, Stokes 
. 0n Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Lhursdays at 2. 
No extra charge, - 


ank Nurseries, Potter’s Bar, Middlesex, 





Mrs. 








PPOOYAL AQUARIUM.—The BONI- 
¢ TAS, The only Female Gymnasts, The Perfection 

) of Grace, A really wonderful performance on the high 

| trapeze. §.t5 and 9.15. 

OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 

A FARINI’S KAO, the Missing Link. Admission 1s, 

| 2.30 until 6, and 7.30 until 10. : 


| ee OVAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 
is Open from 12 until 11.32, Admission, until 6 o’clock, 
38,5 28. afterwards, Lit by Electricity, 















OGDEN SMITH, 


Daughter of the late James Ogden (late 
of Cheltenham), 


FLY DRESSER, FISHING 
TACKLE MANUFACTURER, 


| gg, STANtey TERRACE, ST. JOHN'S HILL, 
CLAPHAM JUNCTION. 
Opposite Clapham Junction Gates, London, S.W. 


ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesalz by Pricr’s PATent CANDLE COMPANY, 

ceé a . Limited, TLongon. 





Carriage free to any part of the country. 





WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 


Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London ; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
Leather, Glue and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng. 
land. ss P 


ROD AND 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


Pave ALL O CH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods cf the most sound and useful descri, tion, 
also to give information 1especting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland, Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet’? Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902, 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Cariiage paid fur 6d. 
extra. 

*¢ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”’—FisHinG 
GAZETTE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. qd. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50, and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., tod., shoit, and best long 1s. cd. per 100. 








HH BOOTEL 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 





International Fisheries Exhibition, 
Stand 490. Division 16, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 


having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Rod, brazed and winch fitied, 

price 5s. 

A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safetw 
: Rings, price 6s. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed, Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and i ACKLE, 














1 doz. Bottom ‘Lackles, assorted, rt yard long, hooked and 
shotted, price 2s. 
Retail dealers liberally treated with. 
Write for a Price List, free by post. 





“ Float Fishing and Spinning in the Nottingham Style,” by 
the “‘ Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 





Address as above, 





The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power. 


D. SLATER 


g and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Yackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
&1o for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, 10s. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partitin bags, superior finish and well balanced. 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel, 
chub, and pike, $s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s, 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, ros. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
33 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 42 inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. each; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. each, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, 1s, 3d.; stouter, 
Is.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, td. 

per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


A complete outfit for bottom-fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of rod, 32inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assoried, and 4q floats, 
piice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price ISs. 
All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and catriage paid both 
a _ways. 
Frice list on application, and free by post. 








GREAT FISHERY EXHIBITION, 


LONDON, 1888. 





NOTICE, 


Messrs. C, & R. BROOKS’ 


Highly Popular, Practical, and ‘* Genuine’y-Successful ”? 
Specialities in 


Mounted Tackle & Baits 


for every kind of Light and Deep Sea F.shing, can 
be seen at Stand 20, Div. 1. 


Deep-Sea Visheries. See Official Catalogue. 


Goods of the same patterns, even superior in quality, are 


daily despatched from ths 
SOUTH OF ENGLAND TACKLE 
MANUFACTORY, 


STONEHOUSE, PLYMOUTH. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons for use. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s, each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hak. Fly List, one stamp. 


erates 
Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM TRE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT, 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
io DD pes 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 
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Summer Tours in Scotland, 








GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may ca\l. One weck, £3; two wecks, 
45 3 Or six separate days, £3 10s, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London asd the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veyivg Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d, and 1s., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls, Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs, CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 110, Hope Street, Glasgow, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle ofall 
kinds, The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gyt Casting Lines, Fly Books, ‘Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
Tequisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S».eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
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FISHING, SHOOTING, &.° 


Sportsmen, Fishermen, Yachtsmen, Punters, Sol: 
diers, Sailors, Tourists, and all classes who are ex- 
posed to the many changes in the weather, and value 
their health and the comfort of dry feet, should use 


STRAWSON’S WATERPROOF, 
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est Dressing for Boots, Shoes, 

flarness, & et, 9 
Does not prevent the polish of good Blacking, 
Invaluable in preserving the softness and improv: 
ing the appearance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as weil 
as Gentiemen’s, as i< cannot injure the most deli. 
cate Leather. : 
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a pane are clad to hear thatStrawson’s WATERPROOF Com- 
S! 


your 
: some 
I wish ¥ had move of 4 here. co; kaen 


Sold Retai! by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddiers., 
ees _ tronmongers, & others, : 
in Tins, price 2d., ad., 8d., 18., 28., 58., & tos.each | 
Ask your Boot Maker or Sadler tu procure it for you, or 


send'Stamps for the price of a Tin to the Proprietor. who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address 


3 Wholesale by the Sole Froprietor— C).) 


JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS, 


Manager: FH. Strawson, late of Exeter. 


OOO PRP Orne? 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. q 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS, 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSSF THEIR COST 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE ’ 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCH COMPANY. 4 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng against 
Accidents of all kinds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 
PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £250,000, 





Moprraté Premiums, ’ : 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after fiv2 years. he 
£1,840,000. } 


HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION, 


Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Loc. 
Agents, or 8, Grand Hotel, Buildings, Charing Cross, or 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, ’ 


WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. ? 








No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain, 


STEPHENS’ ‘ 


OTAINS FOR WOO 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING Woop — 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROS: 








WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 
EBONY. 


Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, E 
ditious and without Smell, Have received the higkest awar 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amster 

Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney, Geld Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881, fe 


free by post 








Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, 
on application to 


HENRY (0. STEPHENS, 


191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 


Coarse Fish for Sale. 


A quantity of Roach, Dace, Pike, and other fish 
to be disposed of during the winter months. Early 
application is requested. q 











é 


E.W.S., Heathlands, Fakenham, Norfolk. 


| Pe. 


‘to the coast is thoroughly tested and made reliable. 
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The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, JULY 7, 1883. 





THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 





Se great Exhibition, which has thus far been an unbroken 


success, does not wane in popularity in the slightest degree. 
Reverting to the exhibits in Division IX., which includes life- 
boats, their equipment, and life-saving apparatus of every descrip- 
tion, we direct attention to the comprehensive show of the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution, which includes a full-size self- 
righting lifeboat, having gear and everything in place for launch- 
ing off the transporting carriage. The standard of merit in life- 
boats recognised by the Institution is the possession of lateral 
resistance and stability, or resistance to upsetting in the highest 
degree ; speed against a head sea; facility for launching off and 
taking the shore ; immediate self-discharge of any water breaking 
over her; the important advantage of self-righting if upset ; 
strength in all parts, and stowage-room for a large number of 
passengers. The model of the first English lifeboat, which was 
brought out in 1790, and subsequently modified, is shown, and 
models of the Norfolk tubular lifeboats and a safety fishing-boat 
will attract attention, as well as the different fittings and gear 
used. A very notable specimen of a reversible boat is shown by 
Mr. Illius A. Timmis, of 17, Great George Street, Westminster. 
It is in imitation oak, and of full working size, and is unsinkable, 
and would do service as either lifeboat or raft. 
no difficulty in carrying if swung from the ship’s davits in the 
ordinary way, or it could be launched from the deck asa life- 
saving medium, and is an.invention possessing high merit. The 
Board of Trade exhibits are numerous, and the collection of 


‘meteorological instruments are very interesting: The fisherman’s 


aneroid barometers, which are issued by the National Lifeboat 
Association, should not be passed over without notice. They 
are larger than the ordinary type of aneroid, and are made with a 
view of standing any amount of rough work, the case being 
bronzed to prevent corrosion, and the dial isenamelled. The end 


sought by the institution is solely that their use may be of benefit 


to the fishermen of our coasts, whocan be supplied with them 
on application at the prime cost. Theyare made by Negrettiand 
Zambra, and Dollond and Co., and each/aneroid before being sent 
It is hoped 
that with such an instrument in the hands of intelligent men that 
some of the dangers which so often prove disastrous may be 


_ avoided by showing when a gale is imminent, and of giving 


warning when it would be prudent to make off from the fishing 
grounds for home. The Elder Brethren of the ‘Trinity House 


--send models of several historical lighthouses, including the old: 


Eddystone, which was blown down in 1703; the last one, 
worked up from a piece of the foundation rock; the Needles, 
Coquet Island, and St. Catherine’s. A perfect model of Lightship 
is shown fitted with light apparatus, tackle, ground-gear, &c. It 
bears on the broadside the words, ‘‘Seven Stones,” a locality off 
the Land’s End, and perhaps the least desirable station on the 
coast of the United Kingdom of these sentinels of the sea. The 
Saltees at the south-eastern extremity of the Irish coast is bad 


_ enough for men who have to keep the beacon light aglow to guide 


mariners, and they only who are learned in the lore of the deep 
know the terrible life of exposure and unrest which is passed 
every winter by the keepers of the ‘‘Seven Stones” Lightship. 
A very grand specimen of an unsinkable ship’s lifeboat is shown 
by the well-known builders, Woolfe and Son, of Lower Shadwell ; 
she is z5 feet long by 7 feet beam, and in addition to a full crew 
would carry twenty passengers. The air-tight cases on either 


_ side fore and aft are so fitted as to be movable, and the boat is 


- 


as near perfection as possible for the service designed for, viz., 
for use in passenger ships. Steedman and McAllister, of Cate- 
cart Street, Glasgow, have a large collection of lifebelts, some 
of which have been cut and opened to show the solidity of manu- 
facture ; mattresses, pillows, and other articles of utility in saving 
life are also included. Mr. Lewis Emery, of Sherringham, Nor- 
wich, contributes a model lifeboat, which took a prize at the 
exhibition held there in 1880. She has a cork deck under the 
main deck and cork sides, so as to render fenders unnecessary 
when alongside a wreck. Working models of Messrs. Hill and 
Clarke’s adinirable lowering and disengaging gear for boats may 
be inspected, and also a model for getting boats away quickly 
and quietly from the whalers. Messrs. R. Rose and Co., of 
Leadenhall Street, London, exhibit water colour pictures pour- 
traying the effect produced on troubled waters by their apparatus 
- ¢ 


- 


There would be- 


for discharging oil, and they also have on view some admirable 
deck seats possessing life-saving properties, as well as combina- 
tion appliances for doing service in the same direction as the 
seats. Mr. Richard Roper, of High Road, New Cross, has a 
very extensive show of models of liferafts constructed on different 
principles, and the fitting of the raft on the deck of a passenger 
steamer is given on a scale of a quarter inch to afoot. The ill- 
fated Princess Alice is shown in model with the inventor’s prin- 
ciple fitted, as well as a model liferaft, with sails, mast, and 
rigging set up, and navigating signals, &c., on board, which, if 
built from it, is computed would carry 450 people. Perhaps the 
most ingenious, inexpensive, and simple of all the life-saving 
rafts shown is that invented by Mr. E. E. Copeman, of 4, Victoria 
Street, Westminster. They have been adopted by a number of 
the great shipping companies, and are carried on the South- 
Eastern and Great Eastern Railway boats. The principle is to 
make the deck benches of vessels buoyant, and Mr. Copeman 
has so far succeeded in that direction as to receive a medal of 
merit at Tynemouth and London in 1882, and medal and diploma 
of honour at Hull in 1883 for his invention. Each raft hasa 
buoyancy of upwards of a ton, and would carry ten to fifteen 
persons, or support fifty in the water, and they are provided with 
water, biscuits, preserved meats, signals, and navigating gear 
in case of emergency. ‘They are also well adapted for fishing on 
rivers, lakes, and broads. A noticeable exhibit in the shape of a 
ship’s, lifeboat is that of Messrs. Leslie and Hamblin, of New 
Road, Blackwall. It possesses advantages over many boats of 
the description, inasmuch that the tanks fixed in the bottom of 
the boat will hold 18 gallons of fresh water, and a canister at 
either end ofthe boat has capacity for fifty biscuits and a tin of 
preserved meat. She is self-righting, and even if damaged will 
not sink, or if swamped will eject the dead water to the level of 
the loadline on a self-acting principle. The tanks are detachable, 
and repairs could be effected as easily as in an ordinary ship’s boat. 
An unsinkable fishing punt may also be seen at Messrs. Leslie’s 
stand. It is made with a well, which can also be used asa dry 
locker when not fishing. She is fitted with awning, &c. The 
patent day and night ‘‘ Whitby” lifebuoy is to be seen at the 
stand of Messrs. J. W. Gray and Son; it is made in twelve water- 
tight compartments, and is equal to supporting four people at the 
same time. Tor night work a wire causes ignition to take place 
on the buoy being slipped for use, and the light will burn brightly 
enough for the locality of the buoy to be discerned at a distance. 
It is also fitted with flags, whistle, stimulants, &c. Mr. J. 
Acheson, of New Ross, Wexford, has a model showing how 
every open boat can be made unsinkable at a mere nominal 
cost, and craft served on this principle would carry double the 
weight of an ordinary boat of the size even when full of water. 
Mr. R. M. Griffith, of Bridlington, has a cleverly-contrived 
folding and transporting life-saving raft ; it is made in sections, 
and could be folded and stowed in a very small space. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Dean, of Hastings, sends a variety of exhibits in the 
shape of a lifeboat or waveboat, ‘‘to pass through waves without 
losing its equilibrium,” a model of a fish carrier for preventing 
loss of life in transhipping fish, a steam fender, &c. The stand 
of Messrs. Wentworth, of Museum Street, London, should not be 
passed, as some very admirable life-saving garments may be 
inspected there, and some unsinkable fishermen’s clothing as 
well. The value of the guns shown by Messrs. Grant and Duff, 
for firing lines from stranded vessels to the shore or under any 
other condition where communication is desired, are unquestion- 
ably well adapted for the purpose, and of undoubted utility. 
The deck seats of Mr. F. J. Hedgecock, of Queen’s Square, 
London, and of Mr. J. Sexton, of Great Winchester Street, 
London, are both something similar in principle to Mr. Copeman’s 
patent sea raft; but they will repay inspection. A very excellent 
stock of boats are those built by Messrs. J. King and Co., of 
Limehouse, E.C., and included in the set is a lifeboat fitted com- 
plete, yacht and smacks, dingies, and a punt for a steam launch. 
Mr. W. H. Bradford’s iron ocean-sailing lifeboat is rather novel. 
It is on the dome principle, and, the inventor says, would live out 
any weather. He also shows a reversible liferaft on the Cata- 
maran principle, which would be of service however hurriedly 
tumbled overboard, while top and bottom is identical, and therefore 
it would be immaterial how the water was taken on being thrown in. 
A storage of fresh water is provided forthe cylinders. Models of the 
lifeboats which were presented by the English dwellers in Russia 
for service in the Black Sea and Baltic on the occasion of the 
marfiage of the Duke of Edinburgh, are lent by the Duke, and 
form an interesting collection. The cases of Dyer and Robson, 
of East Greenwich, contain many useful inventions for signalling 
purposes, and a new method of throwing a line for rope is praise- 
worthy. Mr. William Wilkins, of Queen’s Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, shows what is described as a life-preserving atmospheric 
helmet and atmospheric belt (with safety compartments). 
The invention has been devised for the purpose of pro- 
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tecting the head from the overwhelming effects of the 
wind and the spray and waves of a rough sea. We 


do not see from what quarter Mr. Wilkins will be patronised 
for his ingenuity, nor what manner of man would find 
necessity for its use. It would, in our opinion, be a perfect 
mantrap to any one launched over into the water. Mr. John 
Banting Rogers brings his well-known life-saving apparatus under 
notice ; the models of the whole paraphernalia are complete and 
well worth the cost of time in hunting out and studying. The 
collection of Messrs. J. and A. W. Birt, of 42, Dock Street, E., 
are at once the most complete in the show, and the adaptation of 
a legion of articles on the spar deck of a large ship to act as life- 
saving auxiliaries is worthy of the highest commendation—in fact, 
the gold medal of the Society of Arts was gained by the firm for 
the perfectness of this set of exhibits, and without dilating further 
we may add that Messrs. Birt’s stand will well repay conning 
over. Messrs. Atkins and Parsons exhibit a worthy model of a 
very effective boat-lifting apparatus, and several other clever con- 
trivances. Mr. W. E. Waythe, of Great Yarmouth, has success- 
fully made the use ofa kite practicable for life-saving purposes, 
and according to plan it may be worked-from ship to shore 
or from shore to ship, and to be worked on a diagonal line to the 
wind. A very large space is devoted to Lady Brassey’s exhibits 
in the lifeboat gallery, although they are perhaps out of place. 
The model of the Viking ship, which was excavated in 1867, after 
having been buried for centuries, instances how little form in the 
hull of boats has altered since the days of the sea kings; in fact, 
there is proof beyond denial at hand that the East Anglians 
fashioned their fishing craft after the ships which bore the 
Vikings of old across the sea foam. The legends of the Norse- 
men tell how their chiefs and favourite animals were buried in 
their vessels, and this mode of sepulture is without doubt as old a 
custom in the frigid North as was the casing in of the Pharaohs 
in the Pyramids which rise in the deserts of a weary land. Space 
will not permit of our making any further remarks on the lifeboat 
exhibits, and we have not knowingly passed any over. 








ON SEA, STREAM, 


AND LAKE. 





SoutH DEvon. 





PATH e GH not on a fishing excursion, I have lately been 
. making acquaintance with a fair proportion of the finny 
race in their various homes. First, I had an hour or two at the 
brook trout, and managed to induce a few to accept my red 
palmer, in spite of east winds and hot sunshine. No other fly 
would do, and even the favourite was but shyly taken. A friend 
who fished with me had the same experience. So red palmer 
scores one. Next day, I braved ‘“‘ the motion of the ocean” fora 
few hours, but was only rewarded by a small pollock, and another 
little fish, whose poisonous nature and spiky appearance made it 
a hard matter to get it safely off the hook. After this experience 
of sea-fishing, I decided to give the Torcross Lake a trial. 
Knowing it was an easy place to fish, I took ‘that boy ” with me 
for his first day’s fishing. ‘‘ That boy,” being only seven, was in 
the seventh heaven of bliss at the notion. We began badly, for 
the minute we had started (outside the coach) a Devon shower 
came on; and, as this means water by the bucketful, I arrived at 
mine host’s in a state of saturation. ‘That boy” was found to 
be dry when his overcoat was taken off; but I was glad to array 
myself in Mr. Vickery’s clothes, in which, no doubt, I cut a queer 
figure at the table d'héte. 

After a capital dinner, excellently served, and enlivened by 
pleasant chat on fish and fish-culture with the guests assembled, 
I took another look at the giant pike in their glass coffins, and 
went off to bed. A cup of tea (and a good one) was brought to 
my room at seven in the morning. After enjoying this, I took 
that delighted boy by the hand; and, basket on back, sallied 
forth along the seashore. A stiff trudge of half a mile or so 
brought us to the edge of the triangular lake, called Torcross 
Ley. The expanse of water, with its reeds, rushes, water-fowl, 
ang, tiny islands, looked picturesque enough in the morning 
mist. 

The boatman was awaiting us, and, without delay, we made for 
a favourite spot, near the middle of the lake. In went our lines 
mine with due caution, but “ that boy’s” with a flop. However, 
flops don’t frighten perch, and I had all my work cit out to keep 
up with the youngster, who secured fifteen perch before break- 
fast, much to his delight. 

After this, we returned, with good appetites, to a well-spread 
table. We spent the forenoon idling about on the sands, in true 
lounger fashion ; but a little of this goes a long way with a sports- 
man or even with a sportsboy, and we got te work at the perch 


.is something between a caip and a perch. 





again early in the afternoon. We fished from the bank, and did 
nearly as well as before. In a boat just opposite us was a well- 
known retired judge, taking perch prisoners. He had con- 
demned four at least to death—and beauties they were, looking 
over 1 lb. each. I found afterwards that one scaled 1 lb. 9 oz. 
Just as bank sport was slackening two friends joined us, and we 
hailed a boat. The afternoon was now very sultry, and for a time 
sport was poor; but, later on, we found some hungry fish, and, 
running our score over a hundred, began to lose count—always 
a good sign. We were getting tired of hauling imthe juvenile 
perch, when at last we came upon a grown-up shoal, and secured 
a few which averaged 1]b. a-piece. It was too calm for the pike, 
to say nothing of the difficulty of spinning before the weeds had 
been cut, and with “that boy” in the boat. The big rudd were 
nearly all still on the shallows reserved for spawning fish; the 
only result, therefore, of some casts which I made with the fly 
was the throwing into the air of some of their audacious offspring 
of about 1 0z. a-piece. We had a long drive before us, and, 
consequently, left before the best of the fishing began, and made 
our way back to Vickery’s to dinner. 

After an excellent dinner, at which ‘‘that boy” occupied the 
vice-chair with much dignity, we drove off, through the gathering 
mist, well pleased with “our day’s sport. I secured a bed at an 
inn in the town which formed our headquarters, and we were soon 
in a sweet repose, ‘‘only fit,” as old Izaak might have said, ‘‘for 
anglers or very honest men.”’ (By the way, are not anglers some- 
times honest men, even as to fish-weight ?) 

In the morning, I found that I shared the fate of ‘‘the great 
she-bear,” and had ‘‘no soap.’’ Also, the bell was a dumb-bell. 
I therefore used my lungs, and soon brought the stereotyped 
‘‘Yes, sir,” from the waiter, in reply to my call for ‘‘ soap.” 
After a long wait on my part. I heard the sound of something 
being placed at the door, and looked out to take in my “soap.” 
But what did I see? Ona chair in front of the door was a large 
bottle of stout, with the cork drawn, and a tall glass by its side! 
And this immediately after a ‘‘ mission”? from the Blue Ribbon! 
I had to rectify this, of course, by dint of more bawling, and at 
last got washed. 


Next day (after returning to my family), inthe middle of dinner — 
a message came from a celebrated artist and equally skilful sea-_ 


fisherman, living opposite, to say that time and tide wait for 
neither men nor dinners. Swallowing some chicken, I took 
feave of the party, and made tracks for the boat. Baits. rod- 
lines, and hooks were ready, and in the course of an hour we had 
rowed to the fishing-grounds. ‘The first to come to boat was a 
little pollock, on my rod; then something else made itself felt, 
but couldn’t be coaxed to the surface for some time. 
out to be a wrasse, a handsome but useless fish; in appearance it 


on the pike rod which I was using. ‘Two or three more pollock, 
somewhat larger than the first, then met their fate in quick 
succession. ‘Then the wind got up and sport slackened, and 
though we braved all the sea our boat would bar, and recked 
not of a little spray on our backs, we only picked up an odd fish 
here and there, and none were quite up to 2lb. ‘‘ Very poor 
sport,” said my artist friend; but'1 returned well pleased with the 
outing. Next day I meant to give the trout an hour, thinking 


It turned © 


they might feel neglected; but it fell so calm that another 


message came in at breakfast time to the effect that ‘such an 


It. gave capital sport — 


“ 


opportunity might not occur again,” so breakfast had to give way — 


as dinner had done. 


In a few minutes we were off again for a tiree-mile row, well 


out of the harbour. My friend being expert at sculling, I took 
his hand-line while managing the boat. Perhaps it was owing to 
the double occupation, but certain it is that the rod beat the 
hand-line, both as to weight and number. Still, no giants came 
to boat. By four or five o’clock we were at home again with 
sixteen pollock weighing about as many pounds. The best fish 
scaled 2 lb. 50z. This one, and some others, gave splendid 
sport on the rod, better than pike of twice the size. The weak 
point of a pollock is, however, his deadness when on the surface. 
He always wears himself out when fathoms deep. It is his best. 
chance, as the bottom is full of strong weed, and some judgment 
is therefore required to know how to keep him out without 
breaking the single gut. While speaking of tackle, it may be 
useful to mention that the take of pollock, in the very clear water 
off this coast, depends much upon fine tackle and light leads, 
We were using from 10 to 15 vards of gut and gimp. On each 
hook was a baby-spinner and a rag-worm. Artificial baits are 
useful, but are not thought so good as the worm, which, in spite 
of its weakly appearance, will keep on the .hook in a wonderful 
manner, though only fastened through the head. 

During the following week I had two or three hours at the 
trout one day with a friend, but we only took halfadozen, Thea 
I had a day alone, which generally means business, and in this 
case certainly did, for my~ basket contained, after six or seven 


Juty 7, 18&3] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. <i 323 





hours’ fishing, twenty-five nice trout, all taken with fly. The two 
best weighed 31]b. together—a fair size for the brook. Red 
palmer and blue dun shared the honours with the black gnat on 
this occasion. I also paid another visit to Vickery’s, and saw a 
grey mullet in fresh water just ready to be put in. He was as 
lively as a kitten, and went off like a rocket. Sea bass are also 
being successfully introduced. Being some ten miles from the 
water our day was short, but we secured among other fish a 

- decent pike, taken by my friend with a worm on fine gut; four 
perch of 1 lb. or more each, and a rudd of 2lb. I ought to 
mention that three of the perch I took late in the evening, after 
_my companion had gone. It must have been nearly dusk when 
I began the second time, for the Start light was flashing as I was 
walking towards the lake. I tried the same spot next morning 
before breakfast, but the first fish was only }]b., and the next 
smaller, so I gave up and took a bath in the tempting blue 
waves. It is a splendid place for bathing in calm weather, for 
the shore consists of small round stones, and the sea is exquisitely 
clear. 

After a breakfast which will make me afraid to look a hen in 
the face, I had a walk on the sands and a look at Slapton Ley, 
and went off by the coach inland. I took a few hours at the 
trout again, and also tried for smelts in the estuary close by ; but 
the tide was not right, and I had to go home with a light basket— 
only containing, in fact, four trout. One of my perch I had for 
supper, and a capital meal he made. 

On reaching home I found another invitation for pollocking, 
and arranged for one day more. About one o’clock we found 
ourselves nearly opposite Prawle, after a long row, and as this 
was the beginning of our feeding ground we soon had the lines 
in. Nosoonerin than out! On my rod was a pound pollock, 
and the hand-line had another. One more, which we lost, and 
we had passed through the shoal on our way further. Again we 
met another shoal, and in a few minutes had seven or eight fish 
in the basket. 

Then the wind began to rise, and sport to fall. Still, we per- 
severed to the Mag rock, and were rewarded, for near this point 
I seemed to hook the bottom, only it moved! Knowing the 

- danger of letting my quarry reach the weeds on the bottom I gave 
him the butt. Still, I could only keep him just under control, 
and the rod, though athick one, was bending like a trout whip 
with a lively half-pounder. It must have been quite a minute 
before his first struggles and rushes abated, and then he began to 
let me recover line, which I promptly did. When within sight of 
the boat, before we could see him, he made another effort and 
the rod creaked again. This was his last kick, and he then came 
to net like alamb. When lifted into the boat he looked as big 
as an average grilse. This incident was repeated several times, 
but the fish got gradually smaller. Still, they were quite big 
enough to try our tackle, and one or two got to ground, and took 
their hooks—and ours. As evening approached the wind sub- 
sided, and my friend was able to begin sculling and fishing once 
more. Thehand-line in his hands then proved effective, scoring 
faster than the rod, and getting some good fish, though our first 
big pollock remained the fish of the day 

At eight we wound up and rowed home, arriving in time to 
spread the fish on the lawn before darkness set in. Here they 
created almost as much excitement as they had in the village, 
whilst being carried up the hill. First we counted them, and 
found we had forty fish, besides the ten we had thrown in— 
twenty-four to me and twenty-six to the hand-line. Then we 
weighed the three largest, and found they scaled about 10 Ib. 
together, the best being 43 1b.—a very light weight for so large a 
fish as he iooked. But pollock always weigh light. The total 
weight of the forty was 51 lb. - All were pollock but two—a wrasse 
and another fish of the same species, but splendidly marked with 
bright blue. 

All through the day the fish bit more or less—generally less, 
for the water was so clear that the rocks were visible 20 feet 
below, and consequently the fish were shy, and had to be 
humoured. In weather and water of this sort the old fishermen, 
with their clothes lines, get scarcely any fish, and the advantage 
of fine tackle is sufficiently demonstrated. 

This was my last day, the rest of my time being devoted to 
other matters, looking over my friend’s new studio, among other 
things. It is wonderful that so few sea painters take to sea-fish- 
ing, for the two pursuits go capitally together, and the active 
exercise of the one (for pollocking is not like roach-fishing) 
counteracts per/ectly the effects of the close attention necessary 
in the other. But this is not what I meant to write about, which 
shows that ’tis time to conclude this disjointed account of my 
Devon fishing. 





JouHN Quincy ADAMS made it a rule to be in time to a minute, 
and in this way he lost hundreds of valuable hours waiting for other 
people. A man who has been waited for is always more welcome. 


‘ 








COARSE FISH CULTURE. 


R. R. B. MARSTON, Editor of the FisHinc GaAzetrTr, 
; read a paper on the above subject at the Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion Conference on Friday afternoon, June 29, the chairman 
being Mr. Thomas Spreckley, President of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society. 

Mr. Marston commenced by pointing out that there were two 
reasons why the culture of coarse fish—i.e., perch, roach, pike, 
chub, carp, bream, &c.—should be undertaken: first, because they 
afford sport and healthful recreation to many thousands of 
anglers, the majority of them being working men confined often 
in unhealthy workshops the greater portion of their time. These 
men every year find it more and more difficult to get fishing, as 
their numbers are increasing while the fish are decreasing. 
As an instance of this he mentioned that the anglers of 
Sheffield had to go twenty or thirty miles to fish on account 
of the depletion of waters in the neighbourhood, and 
they spent in doing so fully fifteen thousand pounds a year, which 
would be spent in their own town and neighbourhood if they had 
fish nearer home. Another reason why coarse fish should be 
cultivated—or, at any rate, some of them—was that the young fry 
wou'd form admirable food for trout, and, indeed, were bred for 
this purpose in Germany. He strongly recommended English 
pisciculturists to consider this suggestion, as they would find 
coarse fish fry cheaper food than the meat, biscuits, &c., on 
which the fish are now fed in many trout-breeding establish- 
ments. He next described, with the aid of some large diagrams 
and modeis, the Lund box, as used in Sweden for the culture of 


coarse fish, the breeding hurdle used in France, &c,, 
and the pond system of fish culture so extensively 
employed on the Continent for the ‘increase of carp. 


Five hundred breeding carp were placed in one of these ponds 
last spring by Herr Max v. d. Borne, the well-known German 
pisciculturist, and in the autumn, when the water was drawn 
off, there was a crop of more than eighty-thousand young carp. 
The carp, even in places where sea fish is abundant, fetches about 
2s.a pound in Germany. Some particulars followed as to the times 
and conditions under which coarse fish spawn, and in conclu- 
sion Mr. Marston strongly advocated the introduction into suit- 


able waters of the American black bass, which has been acclima- 


tised through the exertions of the Marquis of Exeter, who has 
imported some hundreds of them. Mr. Goode, the American 
Commissioner, concurred entirely with Mr. Marston’s views re- 
specting this fine and game fish, and explained that when he 
recently somewhat inadvertently warned English anglers against 


the fish, he intended his warning to apply solely to such waters 


as salmon, trout, and grayling streams. 

After a long and interesting discussion—in which the following 
gentlemen took part: Mr. Spreckley, Mr. Senior, Mr. J. T. Mann, 
Mr. Brady (Inspector of Irish Fisheries), Mr. J. C. Bloomfield, 


Mr. Crossman, Mr. Wilmot (Superintendentof Canadian Fisheries), 
Mr. Fryer (Assistant Inspector of English Fisheries), Mr. 
Wheeldon, Mr. Geen, Dr. Seymour Haden, Mr. Crumplen, Mr. 
Marston, and other gentlemen—a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to Mr. Marston, and the meeting separated. 


The paper, together with the discussion on it, will be pub- 


lished by Messrs. Clowes and Sons, at the Exhibition. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By L. B. 





FROM a contemporary I cull the following :—Great credit is due to 
the Watford Piscators for their energetic vindication of the law. 
Some of us—in fact, most of us—think that certain portions of the 
Freshwater Fisheries Bill might with advantage be altered; but we 
are, I think, all agreed that while it does remain the law we should 
not only respect it ourselves, but do all in our power to compel others 
to do the same. Itis to be regretted there are not more honorary 
river-keepers of Mr. Lovejoy’s stamp on our rivers round London. I 
believe the men just convicted are two of five against whom pro- 
ceedings have been taken through the instrumentality of this 
gentleman, 


WATFORD. 
Perry Sesstons.—June 26th. 


[Before R. Pryor, Esq. (in the chair), J. F, Watkins, Esq., the Rev. A. H. 
Barker, A. J. Copeland, Esq., aud the Rev. W. Falconer. ] 


PROSECUTION BY THE WATFORD PISCATORS. 


Ben Chalk and Charles Copley were summoned for that they did, on the 2nd 
June, during the close season for freshwater fish, attempt to catch fish in the 
river Colne. 

Mr. Boydell appeared to prosecute. ae 

Copley said that he was guilty of catching minnows for trout-fishing, but not 
of catching freshwater fish. 


Chalk, who seemed to be indignant at being summoned, and had plenty to 
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say, asserted that he was ‘a free burgess of the river Colne,”’ having been 
apprenticed at Colchester. ; q 

The Chairman told him that it was not the same river Colne at Colchester, 
and what applied to Colchester had nothing to do with this river. If he was 
fishing he was committing an offence against the Act. 

Chalk: Certainly not. We were only catching minnows. 

Mr. Boydell said that could not be, as they were using No. 7 or 8 hooks, 
and he read the section of the Act, which showed that the penalty was a sum 
not exceeding 4os, 

The Chairman asked to whom the water belonged. : 

Mr. Boydell said that it’belonged to various persons, but the Watford Pis- 
cators, a fishing club, had taken the right of fishing from the tenants on each 
side. On the day in question the defendants were using gut tackle with a 
minnow on, with a No. 7 or 8 hook. It was well-known that that size hook 
could not be used for minnow-fishing, but for perch or chub. Moreover, he 
should show that in an earlier part of the day the defendants were seen using 
gorge hooks with baits on, and they were only used for the purpose of taking 
jack, jack being one of the kinds of fish protected by Act of Parliament. If 
the Bench had read the interesting lecture of Professor Huxley last week, they 
would be aware what a large quantity of fish might be destroyed by fish being 
taken in the close season. He then called 

Charles Richard Lovejoy, who stated: I am an architect and surveyor, 

residing in Gladstone Road, Watford. On June 2 I saw the defendants, abcut 
a quarter to five o’clock in the afternoon, in a field adjoining the river Colne. 
They were angling. I wentto them and told them they had no right to fish 
there, as they must have seen by the notices. Notices were then fixed up warn- 
ing trespassers, poachers, and persons fishing unlawfully. Copley was very 
civil, and said he hainoright there. I told Copley I should search him, and £ 
did so, and found nothing on him. He showed me the hook he was fishing 
with. It was No. 7 or 8, and it was baited with two caddis worms. It would 
be impossible for a minnow to take that hook, especially with two caddis 
worms. There are jack, perch, roach, chub, and other fish in the river. Chalk 
was fishing with the same sort of hook. He had no bait onit, but I saw him 
fishing with it. I told Chalk Ishould search him, and felt his pocket on the 
left-hand side. I felt there was a fish inside, and Iimagine it wasajack. I 
was about to put my hand into the inside pocket, and ke refused to let me, 
upon which I told him he would have to go to the police-station. He agreed to 
go, but afterwards refused. He then walked to the Fighting Cocks Bridge, 
and towards the Leathersellers’ Arms. I said, ‘* You are going to the police- 
station ?’? He said, ‘* Yes, if you can take me.’? On the way he called me 
a liar for saying he had a fish in his pocket. He gave methe name 
‘*George Wright, 15, Lion Street.’’ I went with-him into the Victoria 
Tavern, and the landlady said, ‘‘ Mr, Chalk, what sport have you had?” I 
said to Copley, ‘* That was not the name he had given me,’’ and Copley said, 
** Now you knew his name,’’ 

By defendant: I did see you fishing. 

Chalk: I emphatically deny that it was a No. 7 or 8 hook; it was only a 
No. 4 hook I had. (Laughter.) : 

Mr. Boydell: Why, that’s worse still 

Herbert Alfred Vincent stated: I reside in Carey Street. On June 41 saw 
the defendants on the bank of the Colne, taking either a roach or dace on 
gorge tackle off theirline. They each had rods. 

Copley here admitted that they were gorge fishing, but said he wished to 
state that he had been in the habit of fishing in the Colne for the last twenty- 
two years. 

Mr. Boydell said that Copley was a fisherman, but he must fish fairly. There 
were a large number of persons who went and snared the fish, and when 
spoken to gave falsenames. Summonses had been taken out, but could not 
be served in consequence. 

The Chairman said that this was the first case brought before the Bench, and 
they must inflict a fine in order to deter other people. The offence was not one 
of catching other people's fish, poaching or intruding on other people’s pro- 
perty, but was an offence against a public Act of Parliament, which said that 
certain fish shou!d not be taken between March 15 and June 15 inclusive. It 
appeared that the defendants did attempt to catch fish protected by the Act 
within the period mentioned, and they would be fined tos. each, with ros, 3d. 
costs each. To be levied by distress. In default, fourteen days’ imprisonment. 
To be paid in a week. 





{he monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee took place at the Bald-Faced Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, 
on Monday evening, July 2, Mr. S.- Morgan presiding. In spite of 
the warm weather the attendance was pretty fair, and some useful 
business was done. 

From Maldon, in Essex, I am in receipt of a few lines from my 
friend, Mr. Stanley Isaac. The fish are scarcely feeding yet, though 
here and there a few good takes of bream have been had, and a fair 
sprinkling of decent roach. - 








CLUB REPORTS. 


; ANGLING TOURNAMENT, 

The winners of prizes who did not attend at the last meeting can have them 
on application at the Foresters’ Hall, on Friday evening, July 13, from nine till 
ten o’clock.—R. GHURNEY. 

_ Secretaries of societies will oblige by sending remittances for Tournament 
tickets and return those unsold on or before July 13, 1883. 


ie raaie jae AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

wenty Of our members competed for three prizes at Weybridga, royin 
on July Ist., the following being theresult. Mr. Somers, ja, ate Mr. 
Streeton, second; Mr. Klein, third. The following members also had fish_— 
Mr. Daniels, Mr. B. Powell, Mr. J. H. Davies. The following members also 


weighek in from the Arun—Mr, T. Simpkins, perch and dace ; Mr. T, Bowling, 
perch. 


July 4th. ee 
a : <Sinby Soke G ASSOCIATION. 

ne annual meeting of the Boston Angling Association was held at the Robin 
Hood Inn on Monday. Mr. W. P. Short presided, and there was a good 
attendance, The accounts had been duly audited and discharged, and a satis- 
factory balance in hand was shown, The committee and officers were duly 
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elected for the ensuing year, and a very satisfactory state of things was reported 
to exist. One feature which gave great satisfaction was the vigorous Manner 
in which the raids against netters had been carried on, which, it seemed, had 
given astimulus to new subscribers. ‘The efforts of the association to provide 
sport for the lovers of the art are now being highly appreciated in the town, and it 
is quite evident that there is a prosperous ‘future in store. ‘With regard to the 
visitors, obligations were acknowledged ; but at the same time it was desired 
that they would take the hint, and leave a trifle with the association in return 
for the fish they took away, which, they regretted, was not always the 
case. 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The trays were fairly filled at this club on July 1 with fish from various i 


waters. Mr. T. Hammond had some roach and dace from the Thames, Mr. 
Newton dace from the same water: Mr. J. Hadkiss, bream from Dagenham 
Lake; Mr. Herring and Mr. F. Shervill, who had been pond fishing in Essex, 
brought to the scale some capital tench in very good cndition. 1 may add 
that the roach and dace from the Thames were not in such good conaition as 
we had been led to expect from reports in the papers.—F. G. WALKER. 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Delegates are particularly requested to attend the rext meeting on Fiiday, 
July 13th.—J. Ftc, jun., sec. pro tem, 





CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only two of our members weighed in on the 24th, viz., Messrs. Nitz and 
Chambers, both having roach from Amberley. On July 1 Messrs. Castell and 
Gray had a good show of bream from Dagenham. Messrs. Hobbs and Chambers 
weighed in roach and perch from the Roding. On the 8th our members will 
compete for five prizes at Amberley, pegg-d down.—CAs. ' 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
THE members of the above society fished their first match of the season on the 
Ist inst. They met, according to agreement, at Westbourne Paik, and started 
by the train on the Great Western Railway to various places on that line. 


Some nice roach, dace, and perch were weighed in; the first prize being taken ~ 


by a new member,—C, REEVES, sec. 


uly 4. ————— 

sie? EALING DEAN CON VIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Thursday last, the 28th ult., Mr. Ff. A. West succeeded in bagging about 
35 Ib. of roach at Fritton Broad, on Friday a like quantity, and on Saturday 
10 lb. He states the bream were ‘‘cff feed.’? Wehope, as the result of the 
late storms, to be able tosend a better report next week.—J. G. Lz Greys, 
hon sec. 





’ FOXLEY PISCATORIALS. . 

Messis. T. Hughes, G. Lee, G. Canton, and a few friends had some sport 
among trout, barbel and chub at Mariow during the past week. One of the 
above gentlemen informed me of a pike, weighing 24 lb., being taken on July 1 
with a worm on a gut line; he saw the fish shortly aftcr it was taken, and 
reckoned that ifit had-been in good condition it must have weighed quite 
301b. The way it was taken seems strange. ]t seems that after taking the 
worm it was making off, but by some means or other the line got twisted round 
its gills, and as the angler struck the line tightened, and very soon placed Master 
Pike hors de combat, much to the delight of his captor.—PIxiE. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The tollowing members weighed fish on the tst July from Pulboro’ and 
Amberley :—J. Watling, 71b. 10 oz. ; W. Theobald,-8 lb. 14 oz.; J. Good, 
31b. 20z.; Hutchings, 21b. 120z. ; Fuller, 2 lb. 7 zo. ; E. Young, 3 1b. 3 oz. ; 
C. Warren, 31b. 5 0z.; J. Watling, 4 lb, 9 0z.; Page, 3]b. 1 oz.; W. Parkin, 
31b. 40z. ; Messrs. Cooper, jun., J. K. Fitch, Scott, Baker, Suker, and 
Hewitt also had fish.—J. Fircu. = 





\ 
.GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Most of our members were out on the 1st inst., the result being a very nice 
show of various kinds of fish. Among those most fortunate was Messrs. S. 
Orrow, J. Ballard, G. Jeffries, C. Russell, R. Juchau, J. J. Holmes, S. 
Howell, sen., and H. Jeffries. Messrs. D. Thomas and J. Titmus arrived too 
late to weigh in. Onthe 8th July special prizes will be open to all waters for 
any ag of fish, according to club rules.—J. J. HoLMus, sec. 

July 3. ea 


HEARIS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 


I am pleas ed to say that the members are now showing up in fair quantities, 


as since the fence months we have had gocd gatherings on meeting nights, and 


some good fish shown. Amongst others, Mr. A Fish has been well amongst 


the bream. R. Ford, A. Furlong and J. Holt have had bream and roach. 
Mr. Zambia had some nice roach, one scaling 1 lb. § oz. taking the first prize 
of the season, and Mr. C. Langdon, chub.—C. J. MILriR, 

July 4th. —_—— i i 


HOXTON BROTHERS. ; 

The mem bers will fish for seven prizes on the 8th inst., at the Rye House, 
bounding from Black Pool to Ratty’s Lock, both sides of the river. We had 
a very fair show of roach, dace, bream, and perch on the Ist inst. The follow- 
ing members contributed :—Messrs. S. Cole, G. H. Wood, H. Steadman, A, 
Brockett, A. Hattemore, A. Dean, W. Cooper, W,. Pledger, R. Barron, H. 
Cope, and J. Osborne, who had 213 1b. of roach.—R. GHURNEY. ‘ 





KINGSLAND BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members were out on the Ist, but with very little success 
Mr. G. Kirtland was the cnly one who had a fair bag, viz., 5 lb. roach and dace 
from Ware. Mr. C, A. Burton took some fine perch on Saturday last from a 
private water near Enfield.—H, SEWELL, sec. 





KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 

Some of them came up smiling with some good shows for Mr. Weather- 
head’s prize for a month’s fishing in July, Mr. Cecil leading, with bream and 
barbel; followed by Bransgrove, with bream and roach; Pearce, barbel 
Sparrow and Abrams, perch; and Mr. Young, trout and chub, E,. Launder 
and Sparrow showing some nice eels, some going over 2 lb, each, and a blank 
for Dick.—W. DutTTon, : 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY- 3 
The prize fished for on the rst July was won with a pretty show of all round 
fish by Mr. J, Blenham.—D. BArRRy, sec. 


So 
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: - LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. ~ 
We had our quarterly meeting on the 28th ult., at which there was a very 
satisfactory attendance of members of the right sort. The quarterly account of 
| receipts and payments showed a balance of £27 to the credit, which must be 
very good indeed, taking into account that within the last 12 months we have 
given £20 in prizes, and have paid £30 for one year’s rent of the reservoir at 
Pen-y-cae, near Ruabon. The meeting decided, with only one dissentient, to 
| continue the tenancy of the right of fishing in the Reservoir for another year. 
. The meeting also decided to inaugurate an annual excursion to be looked upon 
in the light of a reunion, to which members might invite their relatives and 
| friends with a view of enjoying a pleasart yearly outing. By the casting vote 
of the chairman, it was agreed that this gathering should be held on Bank 
Holiday, August 6th, and that the rendezvous be Llanymynech, on the banks 
of the Vyrnwy. The necessary steps will be taken to obtain cheap fares to 
outsiders for the occasion, as well as provision made for the quick transit of all 
from Oswestry to the above picturesque village and its lovely and healthy 
' surroundings, and it is hoped that every member will strive to be present, and 
bring with him his wife, sister, sweetheart, or friend, and thus make up a 
goodly company to do honour to the occasion, and ensure its success. A 
circular will be sent round in due course to every member, embodying all 
particulars. The meeting also resolved that in the-interim an excursion to the 
same place (Llanymynech, on the Vyrnwy) be fixed for Thursday, the 12th 
inst. Members will leave the landing stage by the town boat, and conveyances 
. will be secured to convey them on to their destination from Oswestry without 
loss of time. The hon. sec. particularly requests members intending to be of 
the latter party to inform him not later than Monday next, the gth inst., so 
that he may be enabled to secure the requisite accommodation in time to 
prevent any delay or disappointment. The following prizes were then 
presented by the President, J. Wilkinson, Esq. :—Aquarium, by Mr. H. Jones 
to Mr. Woolfall; aquarium by Mr. H. Jones to Mr. Ellinger ; 10s. by Messrs 
H. Jones and Woolfall, to Mr. Ellinger; rod, by Mr. J. H. Carter, to Mr, 
Gregory; rod, by Mr. R. Smith, to Mr. Lofthouse ; 1os., 64. by Mr. Pearson, 
to Mr. Noon; after which the meeting separated in harmony and goodwi!l.— 
R. WOoOLFALL, hon. sec. 5 





NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING CLUB. 

The trays on July Ist contained a nice show of fish, brought in by 
the following members: Messrs. W. Plumpton, D. North, W. Plumpton. jun., 
Cross and Hillier weighed in jack, J. Stead, carp and perch. W. Weaver, 
bream, J. Harris, roach. Mr. Holmes weighed in jack on the 2nd, and Mr. 
Aldis, roach on the 3rd.—W. HIL.1®r, sec. 

ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members of the above society weighed in on the Ist inst. some 
good samples of fish, Mr. Longman heading the list with 11 ]b. 15 oz. of roach 
and dace ; Mr. Drew, bream, roach, and barbel, 8 lb. 1} 02; Mr. Orafford, 
roach-and dace, 5 lb. 6 oz.; Mr. Porkes, roach and dace, 5 lb, 2 oz.; Mr. 
Obbard, bream, 3 lb. 1} 9z.; Messrs. Laundy and Richardson also weighed in. 
Total, 35 lb. 92 oz. The Eastern District visit took place on the 3rd 
inst, Mr. Roberts in the chair, faced by Mr. Laundy, and we had some very 
good songs. On the roll being called, eleven clubs answered. The next 
Eastern District will take place at the Buckland.—J. OBBARD. 

PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

The members of the above society’ met with very good sport on July tst. 
Mr. Baillie, a very nice show of bream, roach, and dace from Amberley ; Mr. 
Titmas, 4 1b. 3 oz. of very fine dace and roach and chub, allin very good con- 
dition ; Mr. Maynard, roach and bream; Mr. Pritchard, roach; Mr. Packer, 
dace. Many thanks-to members for attending quarterly night, as we had a 
good muster of members and a lot of business got through: Mr. Elbourn was 
re-elected secretary, and Mr. Grist re-elected chairman. Mr. Reed has been 
elected delegate to East Central in place of Mr. Bentley. Mr, Grist was re- 
elected delegate (Mr. Margetts and Mr. Elbourn for West Central.) Mr. A. 
Ashley and Mr. W. Bartrip were elected auditors. Members please take notice 
oS Sees will commence at 8.30, instead of 9.30, on Tuesday evenings.— 
ji G. 


i QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

It looks like a very prosperous season with our little club. Our members 
showed in well again on the Ist inst. Mr. Pearce had 25 lb. 11 oz. of bream ; 
Mr. A. Chick, 16 lb. 1:30z.; Mr. Walford, 13 1b. 11}.0z.; Mr. Hodges, 
8 1b. 13 0z.; Mr. Pratt, 5 Ib. 124 0z.; Mr. F. Barritt, 531b.; Mr. Corney, 
2 Ib, 84 oz.; Mr. Thomas, 2 lb. 30z.; Mr. Clayton, 1 lb, 7{0z.; and Mr, A. 
Barret, 13 0z., dace.—L. WALFORD, sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

_ Mr. C. Grant travelled with Messts. Brockett & Co. last Saturday evening to 
Dagenham, but with his usual returns—a blank. Mr. Hotham, _ fishing 
at Bennifield on Saturday, got 12 nice perch in a very short time. 
The following prizes have been received for competition : set of shoe 
brushes, set of iron saucepans, two gallons of pickles, and a copper tea 
kettle has been ordered. Members are requested to attend to decide how 
they shall compete for Mr. G. Lee’s prize, which is to be competed for during 
August,—PIxIz. R 

SIR HUGH MYDDELTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The undermentioned members of the above society weighed in fish on the Ist 
of July:—P. Caborn, one very nice trout, scaling 2 lb. 15} .0z., and a pretty 
show of dace, from the Iver; P. Rogers, handsome show of roach and dace 
(Mr. P. R. had hooked a roach, and was playing the fish, when Mr. Jack 
seized hold of it and did not loose his hold of poor roach till he was safely 
landed), from the Thames; Mr, Faller had some nice roach, from the Thames. 
—P. CABORN, sec. 


uly 2. 
4 SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our society was well represented on the Ist inst., the following members 
showing some nice fish :—Mr. A. Manning, roach, bream, and dace; T. Jones, 
Same bream, and roach; O. Lloyd, roach; TI, Keymer, roach and dace; H. 
_ Mills, perch and roach; W. S. Woodhead, roach; W. Morris, perch ; and 
Mr. Spenceley, roach. W.. S. WoODHEAD, sec. 


July 3. _ 
a SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The South Eastern Piscatorial Society met at the Prince Arthur, Stamford 
Street, S.E., on July rst, when Mr. Jas. Smith, jun., and Mr. Stolben had some 
fine roach, dace, bream and gudgeon, Mr, Smith, sen., weighed in a splendid 








Thames trout scaling 4lb 1440z., which is in the hands of the taxidermist. On 
Wednesday, after the business as usual, some capital songs were rendered by 
the visitors and members present. Last week Mr. Jas. Smith, jun., was 
erroneously reported to have weighedin. It should have read, Mr. Jas. 
Smith, sen. 





THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING BY THEM- 
SELVES. 
jk trout-fishing is so expensive, so disappointing, and 
generally so difficult, that it is only a comparatively small 
number of anglers who can indulge in it. Many of our readers 
will have noticed the correspondence on the question of whether 
Thames professionals should or should not fish by themselves. 
We publish some more. letters on this subject this week. Mr. 
Withers, in his long letter in defence of the practice, appears to 
think he has not only settled the matter, but also all those who 
hold a different view of it. The question is really a most im- 
portant one, and we hope many of those anglers who fish for 
Thames trout will write and give us their views on the matter, 
and add their names and addresses; their views will have a fair 
field, for our object is to get at the real feeling of the majority 
on the subject. 
It seems to us that in the case of Rosewell, the very arguments 
adduced in his favour by Mr. Withers and Mr. Innes tell most 
against him. If Rosewell has only caught, as Mr. Withers states, 


six trout during the last six years when fishing by himself, of 


what earthly use is the plea that he must fish to get food for his 
family 2? What are these among so many? If he had employed 
the time spent on the capture of those six trout in making landing- 
nets, or even potato-nets, would he,not have made much more 
than the six fish produced to him? If he does not know 
how to make nets, then, as he is a “professional fisherman,” all 
we can say is that he ought to know how—and could learn in 
half-an-hour. But is there nothing but the precarious living to be 
got by rod and line fishing in the Thames that an able-bodied 
man willing to work can turn his hand to when the river is 
flooded and customers scarce? We do not wish to take the 
bread out of any man’s mouth, and it is quite as much in the 
interest of the professional fishermen as their patrons, the anglers, 
that we have taken notice of.the matter. 

We know for a certainty that the practice. of Thames _profes- 


sionals fishing for trout by themselves does them infinitely more . 


harm than the value of the fish caught can compensate them for. 
Those who persist in it will find that they are most certainly kill- 
ing the hen which jays the goldenegg. We maintain that the time 
employed by Rosewell in catching Thames trout in order to feed his 
family might be more lucratively employed with the same object 
in other ways. There are many anglers who. fish for Thames 
trout season after season; and who, instead of six, have perhaps 
caught two or even no trout in the last six years; they have spent 
in doing this large sums of money, chiefly for the services of a 
professional fisherman. Js ¢/ fair for that professional to make his 
patron’s pcor chance still: poorer—to make the heavy expense still 
heavier by catching, or trying to catch, the very fish his patron 

has spent so much time, money, and pains over? Further, is he 

not in his own interest a fool to do it, for, if the angler succeeds 

at last, does not the fisherman invariably get as a gratuity at least 
as much as the fish would bring him in the ‘open market” ? 
The capture of a Thames trout by an angler means pounds spent 
in pursuit of the same sport afterwards; but when a man who 
has spent pounds already in vain attempts to get some fish, and 
is beginning to know his ways and where and how to work for him 
with the best chance,—when that man learns that a professional 
has stepped in and caught the fish, or left.a flight of hooks in 
him, we do not wonder that he throws Thames trouting up in 
disgust. But the system is not only unfair to anglers, it is also 
unfair to those professionals who do everything they can to ensure 
sport for their patrons—is it not the ‘“ business ” of their lives ? 
OF course, ifa professional fisherman is so fond of the sport that 
he must go out whenever he gets a chance, and does not care 
twopence whether he offends his customers or not, why let him; 
but do not let him come forward with piteous appeals for assist- 
ance. In our opinion, a man who can afford to offend customers 
does not want help. If all Thames professional fishermen, with 
their special opportunities and professional skill, were to fish for 
themselves, what would Thames angling of any kind be worth ? 
The game is hardly worth the candle now. 


— aaa 





NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 19,684, making a total 
for last week of 82,480. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 609,753. 


GrorcE JAmzs EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. . Prices 3 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, JULY 7. 





Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge Sy cr Ate eee SG 8b ERG 
Putney .. ae ae Ae CEO aa a PR 
Kew ee oe ee ee ee 5:3 ee oe 5.22 
Richmond ae ie 5 ny MOSR eo a6. Vase 
MID-THAMES. 


Boy Henley is still about—in fact very much about, and piscators i medias 
ves are having a rum time of it in the day time, and give themselves more or 
less to whiskey in the dewy eve. They dew! Trout without number (that is 
0) have been caught, or rather have not been caught during the past week. But 
who can expect this shy fish to feed, when the water is having such a churn up 
as it is at the present moment. Some excellent bags of barbel and chub have 
been hadin back waters,and out of the way places from the madding crowd ; but 
nothing calling for special comment, except the capture of a 24 Ib. jack with a 
worm, whilst barbling, by Mr. J. Tidmarsh, of Marlow. This unprecedented 
capture took 50 minutes to Jand, credit being due to both fish and piscator for 
the plucky way in which both fought for supremacy. White of Marlow was 
Mr. T's attendant. Friday morning. Weather everything a fisherman cou!d 
desire. Wind S.W. River right as rain, only (and there always seems an 
only) there is a wherry nasty lot of gigs about, and heaps of one-horse boats. 
—Mar.ow Buzz. ' 

Ancholme District. 

The water remains very much discoloured owing to recent heavy thunder- 
storms, and it will be some days before it is in a satisfactory condition for 
angling. The only thing that can at present be done is bobbing for eels. The 
weather is very suitable for them, and large quantities have beea caught by the 
local bargemen and residents on the banks of the river. My boys caught a fair 
dish of roach between the storms, at Riverhead, on Saturday last. Ialso started 
for a day, but was driven from the waterside by heavy thunderstorms. TI hear 
the most satisfactory accounts from all sides of the fry turned out from the 
Manor Fishery this year. he Fontinalis are especially thriving, many of them 
being quite four inches long.—THOoMaAs Forp. 


Ballynahinch. 


Since last report we have had a good spate which has greatly improved the 
angling Yesterday and to-day there is a deal of thunder hanging about, 
which bas helped to keep fish off the river; no large baskets of trout have 
veen taken yet. The following is the number of fish killed for the week. On 
the 27th ult., Col. Biden, two salmon, 9 1b. and 7 1b.; same date Mr. H. De 
Vere Hunt, one perch, 6; 1b. On the 28th, Col. Biden, three, 71b., 73 lb. 
andglb. Onthe2gth, Col. Biden, one, 7} 1b.; same date, Mr. Broughton, 
three, 10 !b., 8lb. and 8 1b. On the 30th, Mr. Rooper, sen., one, 7% lb, and 
Mr. Rooper, jun., two, 641b. and71b. On the 2nd inst., Mr. Eades, one, 
tii ]b., same date Mr. Beaumont, one, 103 lb.; Mr. Cooper, two 16 Ib. and 
18 ib. ; Mr. Lamson, one, 6 lb. ; Mr. Broughton, one, 8 lb., and Col. Biden, 
asea trout over five pounds weight. On the 3rd, Mr. Eades, two, 8 lb. and 
6 1b,; same date Col. Biden, one, 73 lb. and Mr. Jukes, four, 131 Ib., 9 Ib., 
8 1b. and 8 lb. There has also been a few trout taken by each rod.— WALTER 
BLACKADDER. 


Bure (Norwich). 

From Coltishall I hear of capital sport among the roach and bream. One 
boat the other day got over 100 fine roach, and others have been fortunate in 
landing some large bream and also in getting a large number. The reports from 
Wroxham, Horning Ferry, and Ranworth show that any number, almost, of fish 
are to be caught; but that in the majority of cases they runvery small. Ran- 
worth seems at the present time the spot to fall in with the larger sorts of all 


kinds ; in fact, down to St. Benet’s Abbey I shou'd say just now is the most 
likely stretch of water to avoid small fry. From Acle news reaches me of takes 
of bream of a very satisfactory size and quantity, to fish scaling up to 2}1b. 
The number of trains between Norwich and Yarmouth, now the new line via 
Acle is open, affords anglers every opportunity of getting a few hours’ sport at 
all stations on either river (the Yare or the Bure), Prospects good.—RoBErr 


Mott. 
Cherwell District. 


Considering the unwholesome character of the Cherwell and Waterperry 
water, and the few people who fish there (leave having to be obtained of the 
landowners), the results have not been very grand. On Friday, Me. Stephea 
Davis landed a carp weighing 3} Ib., and seventeen perch; Mr. W. Shirley, © 
who was at Thrupp, also taking two jack about 1 Ib. each, and eight perch, one 
of which scaled 15 oz. On Monday, Ald. Galpin, in Mr. Kerwood’s water at 
Hampton Poyle, had fourteen perch, none of which were under half a pound, 
and his son, Mr. George Ga!pin, at Marston, catching two jack about 2 1b. each, 
and several perch, one scaling 1 Ib. At Waterperry, Mr. English, with crayfish 
tail, grassed six fine chub, varying from 3 1b. downto 2 1b. There has been such 
a game on the Lower Cherwell, which runs round Magdalen College, and has 
been given by the bursar, the Rev. Hopkins, to Beesley on condition he supplies 
fish when they are wanted. ‘Of course he won’t abuse it,’’ stid Mr. Hopkins, 
No one expected he would, these Beesleys are such a modest lot; and as for 
poaching a fish, not one of them would be guilty of such an overt act (ahem !) 
—providing a bailiff was not anywhere handy. One evening last week Mr. 
Beesley sallied forth with a young cart load of nets, which were laid in readiness 
to be drawn next morning; but someone had been beforehand, like the pro- 
verbial thief in the night, and now Mr. Beesley says he shou’d like to operate 
on that man with an axe.—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Chichester. 


Good sport duting the week, bream being well on. Some gocd takes have 
been made, and several breaks away were experienced. When will anglers 
learn to fish with running tackle where large carp doth abound ?—GgEor@E F, 


SALTER. 
Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

On the 29th ult. the Rev. Mr. Oliver had very fair sport, creeling 5 lb. trout; 
Mr. Barker, 3} brace. On the 3rd inst. the river was flooded from bank to 
bank. On the 4th Dr. Alen Malon creeled 11 lb. trout; Dr. Bowman, 5 1b. 
The river is in grand condition for fishing at present.—A. GLASs. : 


Dove. 

We have had very sultry weather all this week, accompanied by heavy 
thunderstorms, which have set the eels moving about in all directions. The 
nigntline fraternity have consequently succeeded famously, and I learn that 
some very heavy samples have come to hand. _Barbel are now rapidly making 
their way to the deep swims, anda good baiting of well cut up lobworms 
would be sure to be attended with capital results. On the lower waters one 
good take of over 201b. has already been made. Roach, dace, and chubare 
taking all kinds of baits freely, the wasp grub for choice. The black gnats are 
still ‘‘ fetching ’’ the trout best, and grayling are rising at them equally well. 
The water, as I write, is in splendid woodland colour, and angling prospects, 
especially for coarse fish, look very rosy.— THE SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

The annual competition of the Carlisle Angling Association took place last 
Friday, when most of the proprietors of private fisheries, with their usual cour- | 
tesy, allowed the competitors the use of their waters As so often happens, 
good baskets were not to be made. A full brown water was against clear water 
worm fishing, and a warm, muggy day kept trout from rising at the fly. Mr, 
W. G. Stubbs took the first prize of the handicap, and the special prize for 
the greatest number, with seventeen trout; whereas, had weather and water 
been suitable, he would probably have killed twice that number. Mr. Coulthard 
second with fifteen trout ; and Mr. G. Potter took the third prize, and also the 
extra prize for the heaviest fish, with nine trout. In the evening the competitors 
and their friends dined together at the Lion and Lamb Hotel, where a pleasant 
evening was spent, and many a fishing yarn went the round. This week the 
numerous thunderstorms in the neighbourhood have kept the river in such a 
disturbed s'ate that there has been very little angling worthy of mention. 
Archdeacon Prescott and Mr, Slater each killed a fair basket on Saturday. 
Since then I have heard of nothing in the shape of sport. There has been a 
capital run of salmon and Sea-trout lately ; but grilse are scarce. On Satu:day 
salmon was selling at rod. and even 8d. per lb.—S1LVeR-GREyY. 


Exe (Exeter), . 

We have had very rough weather, but some trout have been taken in the 
Upper Exe, Creedy and at Salmon Pool; tome with worm or black gnat, 
blue upright and red palmer. Some nice perch have been creeled at Host — 
Pearson’s, with a worm and live minnow, and a nice carp was taken in — 
the Exminster Ponds by Mr. Charles Fredericks last week weighing over 3 lb. 
Some favourable accouuts are given of the prospects for carp and tench rodsters, 
and I hope to record some doughty deeeds ere long.—J. A. KELLEY. 


Exe (Tiverton). 

The water is in fair condition for fishing. Although rather low some very fair 
catches have been made. The flies that have been killing best are the fern web, 
red ant, black palmer, and blue upright. -WM. Muprorp, 

ilfracombe- 

fea-fishing has been going on this week with but little variation. On F riday, 
sand rays, cod, and ling were caught at the spillers, and also a shark measuring _ 
4 ft. Io in, in length and 2 ft. round. When caught it vomited three young 
ones out of its stomach. On Saturday, some good strings of bass, bream, 
whiting, and pollock were caught by boating parties off Northoe. On Monday, 
the boats brought in some good catches of bass, and the trawling skiffs brought 
up a nice lot of fish from the bay. Some very large crabs and lobsters have 
been taken from the pots, and at low water, between Beacon Point and Water- 
mouth, a quantity of crabs have been taken from the holes in the rocks. The 
sport with rod and hand lines from the rocks, pier head, and jetty, is still very 
good. Parties find it very pleasant fishing from the rocks, small whiting and ~ 
pollock being very plentiful in-shore. Weather fine.—KE. Commr. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Changeable weather for the last few days, and some showers of rain, but not 
quite enough to make a flood ; only very little fresh on the rivers. The nets are 
getting a great deal of salmon and peal on the lakes, and also on the Laune, 
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There are from three to four horse loads of fish coming from the Laune every 
day for the last ten days, all taken by the nets. The rod fishing is rather slack 
this week, as the fishermen are engaged with tourists. On the 27th, Mr. John 
Ross got four salmon, weighing 3315. ; Mr. Michael Glessome one, 121b.; Mr. 
Frank Roberts one, 6 Jb. ; Mr. Michael Thornton two peal of to 1b, On the 
28th, Mr. R. W. Scully and Mr. D C. Coltsman, jun., got 130 trout on 
Lough‘ayne Lake, some up to 2} 1b, and several pounders, all very good trout ; 
it was the best day this year on this lake. On the 29th, Tim M Carthy got 
four salmon, weighing 36 lb. ; Mr. Eugene Cournane one salmon Io lb. ; Mr. 
John Robert one peal of 43]b.; Mr. James Miller got on the Laune a nice 
salmon of 20 Ib., and next day one 16} 1b.; Mr. Crain one 53 lb. On the 3oth, 
Mr. John Callaghane got three dozen trout; Mr. Michael Doona two and a~half 
dozen trout; Tim M‘Carthy five dozen trout. The best taking flies are orange 
grouse, hare’s ear, and olive hackle; alder fly, green grouse. The silver horn is 
on the water at present, and the trout are taking them freely. Yellow grouse 
is also good, Mr. J. D. Curtayne got anice salmon of 13 1b. Mr. George 
Bastable got two dozen trout, which ends the week's report.—T1m M CARTHY. 


Lea (Ponder’s End). 
The water is in beautiful condition for fishing. There have been some good 
perch taken by a frequent visitor with a small gudgeon, with which the river 
abounds.—H. PuDDICOMBE. 


Lea (Bye House). 
There have not been many fish taken this week down here. The water very 
bright. A few perch have been taken out of the Stort with worms. 
Lea (White House). 


The delightful weather we are now enjoying is fully shared by the anglers of 
this locality, and some excellent takes have resulted, somewhat to the detri- 
ment of the stock of roach, dace, chub, and eels—the first-named succumbing 
to the old Lea bait, bread paste, and the last to that vermicular enticement, the 
marsh worm. The real spirit of the water, however, is evoked by the shade of 
old Cotton, and those of his disciples who will try the effect of the red palmer, 
hooks from 10 to 16, and also peacock-harl body headed with a furnace hackle, 
hooks of same sizes, may be assu.ed of some fine, delicate work amongst both 
chuband dace. For the quieter, rest-loving angler eels are in abundance, if 
he will but find them clean-scoured worms.—GEO. BERESFORD, 


Leicester. 

Considering the unfavourable state of the weather, heavy thunderstorms, 
accompanied by violent rains, the sport lately has been extremely good. 
Whenever the weather has been favourable a large number of anglers have 
been out, and on Saturday there were no less than 120 fishing the local societies’ 
waters alone, and at the free waters in the Abbey Park and pasture there could 
not have been Jess than a hundred trying their luck. The day previous, Messrs. 
Bird, Hardy, and Hubbard had the best catches, about 7 lb. of roach falling 
to the share of Mr. Hardy. Mr. O. Bird had between 7 1b. and 8 Ib. of roach 
and chub, and Mr. Hubbard had a good dish of perch. On Saturday the 
following were among the principal takes :—Mr. Pratt, 7 1b., Mr. Keen, 61b. ; 
and Mr. G. Hardy, 61b., the largest fish in the last-mentioned take being a 
roach weighing 1 lb. 1} oz, whilst a large number of others had baskets 
between 4 and 5 1b. During the present week a good number of the devotees 
have been out, and the majority secured good baskets of roach and perch. A 
_ good many have been trying the roach with wheat ; but they cannot be said 

to be just yet well on with this favourite bait, as the best of this kind of fish 
have been caught with white paste. As yet news from the outlying districts 
is very quiet. A good few have been at Barrow deeps trying for bream ; but as 
yet there have been but very few landed.—ALERT. 


Lodden- 


During the season of long grass very little has been doing, but now that the 
grass is all down sport has been most excellent. The alder bud and stone fly, 
with the red palmer occasionally, have been doing wonders, and the trout taken 
have been of splendid quality and size. 1,500 three-year old trout have been 
turned into the river from His Grace the Duke of Wellington’s breeding 
establishment by yours, &c.—F RANK GOSDEN. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water is in splendid coudition, and consequently anglers have been busy. 
A large number of pike, chub, and perch have been taken in all parts by those 
fishing with a live bait, while bottom fishers have been very successful amongst 
the bream and roach. All that is wanted is fine weather for the operations of Yr 
MEDWAY WATER Rat. 

Moy (Ballina) and Lakes. 

Since last report the angling on the river has been fair. Notwithstanding 
the very low water, anglers are getting from one to three and four salmon a 
day. The river is full of fish ; hundreds can be seen jumping about in the pools, 
and over two thousand salmon and grilse have been taken in one day in the 
nets on the drawing grounds. Sea troutare numerous. On July 4 we hada 
very heavy fall ofratn, and the river is rising rapidly. Good sport may be ex- 
pected at the clearing of the flood. Anglers who intend visiting Ballina should 
pack up their rodsand be in time ; boats and attendants are scarce, and gentle- 
mencoming over should write or wire to secure same.—FRraNK HEARNS, 
Ballina, co. Mayo. 





Ness (Inverness). 

Fishing here has been at a standstill during the past four weeks for want of 
water. We have had some nice showers of rain on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
which has risen the river into good angling order. Splendid takes of grilse and 
Lea trout have been taken at the meeting stations during the past week. Ferry 
Point nets landed 250 grilse and sea trout. T'riars Shot nets 200 grilse and 
sea trout, Doch four nets, 70 grilse and trout, average weight of grilse, 44 1b. 
Salmon are selling here atgd. per lb, To-day, Thursday, weather bright and 
warm.—DoNALD WATSON. 

Ouse. : 

Water is in splendid condition ; there have been some good takes of chub 
this week, reel shiny from three to five pounds—brown fly. Rudd are well on the 
feed ; there have been several goods bags of roach. There have also been some 
good bream taken, weighing upwards of four pounds.—T. STOKER. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Thisstream has considerably improved through thelaterains: alittle fresh coming 
down has brought it into fair angling condition. The members of the fishing 
club have not been out much this week. A couple of fishermen went down 
stream to Uffington last Tuesday. The weather was blazing hot, but they never 
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left the streams until they had Jan led seventeen nice trout. Up the stream, 
some few miles from Shrewsbury, a gentleman plied the “‘ gentle art’’ for-half 
the day without catching a single fish, We hear that one day ‘last week at 
early morn about 2 cwt. of fish were taken from the Severn in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Shrewsbury with the nets, and consigned to Birmingham 
to be disposed of. When we recollect that only a few months ago 6,000 young 
fish were presented to the Shrewsbury Angling Association by a neighbouring 
gentleman, and the fish carefully placed in the river, it is dealt deplorable that 
such a state of things should be permitted ; and gentlemen will be slow to strip 
their preserves to stock a river where such proceedings are allowed to go on with 


impuni‘y.—SALOPIA, 
Teme (Ludlow-) 


This stream and its tributaries cre in excellent condition, the recent storms 
having done much for the rivers. Some good perch fishing has taken place in 
the Ashford quarter, but little sport close to the town of Ludlow. Some nice 
fish have been picked up in the Clun. Some very good fish have been caught 
up the river Corve, near Elms Lodge. Not much doing in the river Oney, which 
has been almost deserted this week, farmers not much relishing their mowing 
grass being trampled by fishermen, however careful they may be. I am sorry 
to say the river poachers are again committing depredations almost nightly in 
this district. Trout are disposed of as low as 6d. per pound. It is much to be 
regretted that they are not detected, for the sport of the angler is almost spoi t 
by these gentlemen, who are getting more numerous and impudent than ever. 
The weather to-day is very unsettled, but the waters are in good order.— 
SALOPIA. 

Thames (Chertsey). 

Two days’ fishing—one jack, two perch, and three bream, The water has 
settled down once more, and the coffee colour, owing to the storms at Oxford 
some time ago, has disappeared. These storms sent the fish off the feed, but 
they must have cleared the river and made the water better. If it will keep so 
I hope to send more acceptable news next week. I have been trying the bream 
hard with baits that hardly ever fail, s'ill they: would not come. Some people 
will say there are no fish in the river ; if they were to rise with the sua in the 
morning and watch the river they would think different. For myself I am 
quite satisfied with what I have seen. In haste to catch the post Last evening, 
with a gentleman, one perch and some fine dace, ledgering.—JAMEs HASLETT. 


Thames (Eynsham). 

There has not been much done about here since my last report; the water 
has been very thick, from the heavy thunder and rain, but is now in good order 
again. Perch have been biting freely, and some good takes with live minnow 
have been reported. A few jack also have been caught trolling ; roach are 
taking malt, and a few good ones have been landed. Chub and barbel cannot be 
enticed at present, but most likely after the late fresh they will come on.— 
W. B. Howe. 

Thames (Goring). 

Water a little thick ; in good order for roach fishing. We have been taking 
a few barbel here this weex and two trout, largest 3 1b. My best day, five jack, 
largest 4 lb., and some good perch, Prospects for the next few days, if it keeps 
fine, look good. By the end of the week the water will be in good order for 
jack and perch.—Joun Rusu. 


Thames (Oxford). 

Extremes are always to be avoided, especially those pertaining to the latter 
end of wasps and bees, and by the same rule the sultry oppressive weather of 
the past week, which I am glad to say was terminated by one of the most 
frightful thunderstorms I have ever witnessed, has taken ihe fish almost en- 
tirely off the feed, and although it is now slightly cooler and more bearable, 
the drainings from the fields along the Thames and the Cherwell have dis- 
coloured the water to such an extent that it will beat least another four or five 
days before either are ina really fishable condition. On the 19th Mr. Gibbons, 
in the vicinity of Iffley Mill, had no less than elevenjack, none of which weat 
over 34 Ib., and on the same _ evening four barbel were taken 
from two to six lb. Two trout have been taken, one, a four- 
pounder, on the 27th by Mr. Vincent, with a fly at Duxford, and the other, 
a beauty of 431b. onthe 29th, by Lieut. Barnes, in Godstow Pool, with a 
minnow. On thesame day at Pinkhill Pool, Mr. Charles Peake bagged 12 lb. 
of chub, and below Eynsham Mr. Mundy caught two jack about 331b. each in 
weight. On July 1, Mr. Jno. Bossom, above Medley Lock, using crayfish asa 
bait, had six chub, one of which scaled 3 Ib. 2 02. ; Mr. Payne and two friends 
below the burnt tree, grassing two small jack of 13 Ib. and eight fine perch. 
On the 2nd Mr. G. Annis and a friend below Manham, got between them 
four jack, which as near as possible went 3 1b., 3 lb., 2 lb., 2 lb., besides seve- 
ral perch,—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Thames (Staines). 

Mr. Pouche, in two days’ fishing with Charles Hone, supplemented a 
nice take of 25 lb. weight of barbel and chub with two handsome small trout, 
one scaling 3 lb. and the other 2 lb. Three gentlemen on another day, fishing 
with the same fisherman, fourteen dozen of roach and dace.—G. 


Thames (Sunbury)- 

The Stronds have been doing fine business amongst the roach and dace 
during the week, and in addition eight bream, weighing 20 lb., and a brace 
of jack 7 1b, Edward Clarke and son during the week thirty dozen of roach 
and dace, and five barbel weighing 9 lb. One of the bank anglers got five 
barbel, weighing 10 lb., and 8 lb. of roach. It is reported that a Mr. Rowe, 
on the st of July, got a large trout of 16; 1b.—M. 


Thames (Walton). 

June 29th, George Hone, four dozen roach and dace, in three hours ; George 
Hone, jun., six dozen roach and dace and-two bream. 30th, Whatford, five 
dozen roach and dace; George Hone, with Mr. Catate, twelve and a half 
dozen of roach, one weighing 1 lb. July 1st, John Hone, with a gentleman, 
five dozen roach and dace; George Hone, sen., nine dozen roach and dace. 
2nd, George Hone, jun., with a gentleman, three dozen roach and dace, in 
three hours. 3rd, John Hone, with a gentleman, six dozen roach and dace. 
4th, John Hone, one dozen roach and four perch ; George Hone, jun., fishing 
for S. Rosewell (son of the late John Rosewel!, the well-known fisherman), 
twelve dozen roach and dace and three bream. Several jack have been taken. 
They have done considerable harm to the roach and dace fishimg.—OLpD 


SWAN, x hs 
Torridge (Torrington). 
River now in good order for fishing, and there are hundreds of peel and 
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salmon up, and are seen sporting in the pools. Many peel have been taken 
to-day (Thursday) ; Colonel Gwynne took four peel this morning and one last 
evening; C. Boe took one this morning; S. Jackson took a fish on Saturday 
last, 5 lb. We may look for some good sport with the rod and line after this, 
as the constant showers give the rivers a good supply. PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 


Some very good catches this week. _A gentleman of Bxeter, Mr. Puddi- 
combe, has had some good sport before the water got so low, over 3 dozen. 
To-day the rain has again set in, when good sport is anticipated. C. Archer, 
Esq., the indefatigable ‘‘Otter Hunter,’’ has been here with his celebrated 
pack, but only succeeded in killing one otter, as the weather was much against 
him ; but, good news for fishermen—he is coming again very shortly to destroy 
more of them, as there are a number of them on both rivers.—JoHN BLAKE. 


Trent (Higher Waters). 


Your Nottingham correspondent, ‘*Man at the Clubs,’’ seems rather to 
doubt my statement about salmon entering the Soar. ‘There is no doubt the 
circumstance is rare, and hence I mentioned it... But I fancy if he will meke 
inquiry, the fact of their mounting Ratcliffe Weir, orattempting to do so, is not 
quite So rare as he imagines. That they rarely enter the Soar to my mind is 
obvious. First, as your correspondent says, they prefer fast-running streams ; 
next, they dislike sewage and filth, and very likely it isthat which is discharged 
into the water at Loughborough and Kegworth which deters them. But they 
have been known to run this gauntlet and reach Barrow and Quorndon. Two 
or three seasons ago there was one killed at Quorndon, and 1 fancy I reported 
it to you at the time. I have the opinion that if obstructions and impurities 
were removed from the water, the fish would delight in going up the Soar andits 
tributaries to spawn just as theydo on the Severn and Dee and their tributaries, 
andan immense quantity more fish would fall to theangler. But what is 
the fact? In search of spawning places the poor fish are nearly 
poisoned—first, by the Nottingham filth discharged by the Beck dyke (I think 
it is); next, they take a sniff at the Soar, and probably find that at first a 
little too slow, and with a little admixture of sewage scarcely agreeable ; then 
they try the Derwent, which is worse still from the impurities of Derby, and so 
go on to the Dove, where even here things are scarcely so sweet as they could 
wish ; but a few take toit and become acclimatised, as it were, and reach the 
spawning beds. The majority go on, no doubt, but some become intoxicated 
with the dregs of Burton, leaving few at last to reach the highest waters of the 
Trent in Staffordshire, and the Tame, and the other tributaries which go to 
make up the noble river. Salmon bred in a locality are supposed to return 
again and again from their marine abode to it. But pity the poor fish bred in 
the Trent. “The head waters of the Trent are as pure as any trout waters in the 
world perhaps ; but the salmon are practically prevented reaching them from 
the excess of sewage and other impurities they are called upon to pass through. 
Get these removed, and I could picture to myself as great delights on the Trent 
as are at present enjoyed in ‘‘ bonnie Scotland,’ and at half the cost. It is not 
so much a question of the sport that is obtained as what might be, and I am 
sure your readers will be glad to hear something in this direction from the 
‘*Man at the Clubs.’? Asa fact, I should not now seek salmon fishing on the 
Trent.—LIMpUvus. 


Trent (Newark.) 


Owing to the very heavy thunderstorms, the Lower Trent has been very 
much out of condition most of this week, and angling has not been very suc- 
cessful. I have heard of afew fish being taken, but nothing worth recording. 
At the time of writing the Lower Trent is very high and thick. The weather 
is very unsettled, so I cannot say what the -prospects will be. If the weather 
takes up, the water should be in fairish trim in a few days; butit looks more 
like rain than fine weather. Worm fishing under the present circumstances 
will be the best game to try yet for afew days.—ITHE Trent OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham) 

Anglers this week have experienced not only a thick water, but extremely 
unfavourable weather. Thunderstorms have been abundant to a degree, and 
only the most enthusiastic followers of the ‘‘ gentle craft’’ have ventured out. 
From the higher lengths Mr. J. Theaker informs me that he has been among 
the bream, and that until the river rose he caught, with a well-known Notting- 
ham amateur, upwards of 90 Ib. of these fish with the maggot. I know fora 
fact that the whole were killed in less than three feet of water. Odd bream 
have been grassed in the Sawley fishery, and here on the 3oth ult., three or four 
barbel were brought to bank. ‘Hels have been running in large quantities ; but, 
owing to the extra rush of loose weeds down the valley of the stream, the nets 
used for their capture were quickly choked up and had to be withdrawn for 
safety. Thursday was slightly more favourable, and as the river was on the 
decline, I am in hopes that.erelong I shall have more satisfactory news to 
report.—THEr MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Tweed and Teviot- 


Little was done during the latter end of last week in trout fishing, and 
salmon fishing, as a matter of course, is wid. 
casts, however, Mr. Moffatt, Edenhall, about ten days ago, got a very hand- 
some salmon of tol b., and he also killed two very good baskets of trout on the 
same waters. On the Tweed, on Wednesday, Mr. Wright had 7 lb. of trout, 
one of the lot being 1}1b. The river being too small, no other large takes 
were got during the week. Rain commenced to fall very heavily on Sunday 
afternoon, and continued for some hours, more or less at intervals. On Monday 
we had a continuance of the pluvial descent, and some very heavy showers feil 
yesterday. In consequence of the rain, Teviot came down in flood on Monday 
to the extent of a foot and a half, while Tweed became much discoloured, and 
rose about six inches. This flood, although small, has very much improved 
trout fishing in the immediate neighbourhood, and yesterday a large number of 
baskets of trout were killed, ranging from 3 lb. up to 7 1b. Mr. G. Malcolm 
on the Tweed, had fully 5 Ib, and one basket, killed by two boys, turned the 
seale at 7 1b. Mr. R. Henderson, on Teviot, had 5 1b.,; and J. Reid had also 
a good basket. On Tuesday night, on the Tweed, Mr. D. Brown had six very 
nice trout, which turned the scale at 34 1b. On the Teviot on Monday Mr: 
Patterson had § lb., and another basket of 3 lb. was killed. Very little doing 
on the Eden, Mr. Newton had 7lbs. on Wednesday, and one trout of 2lbs. 
was killed the same day. On the Tweed, Mr. George Allan, saddler, on 
Wednesday, killed 8 Ib., and another gentleman killed an old clean salmon 
On the Teviot, Mr. D. Brown, on Wednesday morning, had about olbs. 
Reports from the River Doon are very discouraging, the salmon disease having 
made its appearance in that river, and a large number of dead and dying fish 
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have lately been removed from it. Weather fine, and water in good ply. 


Wind-S.W.—MaxwHek. 


Witham and Drains. 


Daily since my last there have been disturbances meteorologically, and the 
angling has been a good deal interfered with by the thunder, flushed streams, 
and undue high colour of the water. Notwithstanding these disadvantages, 
however, there has been a fair lot of sport on most of the drains, but chiefly on 
the Hobhole, which is best just now because of rather deeper water and a less 
quantity of weeds to obstruct tlie free use of the line. At Eastville the visitors 
did well on Saturday and Sunday, as they did at Leake, Sibsey, Freiston and 
other points. Eels and roach were to be had in quantity, and some of the 
anglers came across tench and perch; some of the latter weighing over 14 1b., 
and were got chiefly at Leake. Mr. Allis got hold of several nice pike, his best 
being about 6 lb., as well as a good lot of roach and eels. On the Bargate 
Drain there were some visitors, but they found the weeds a terrible nuisance, 
and I would advise intending visitors to give it and the smaller drains a wide 
berth until such times as they are cleared. Old anglers did well. A Sheffielder, 
with the maggot, and gained about 60 fishon Monday. On the aqueduct 
water also there has-been sport, but mainly among pike. On the Witham the 
anglers have caught bream rather freely. Some of the Boston anglers were 
successful near the town, whilst at Dog Dyke Mr. Smithson got three, running 
up to 31 lb. ledgering at Kirkstead, Mr. Cracroft five, weighing 2}1b. each &c. 
The river is nowconsiderably out of order. The water was scarcely ever 
higher in July, having risen upwards of six feet during the week: this will make 
it unfishable fora time. Should no more rain fall in the district it will be in 
good order by Monday. The same remarks apply to the South Forty-foot.— 
THE YELLOW BELLY. ; 

Wye and Derwent. 


We have had a very good deal of heavy thunder, and rain has fallen on most 
days, since my last report ; in fact, both the above rivers have had continual 
flushes in them. The bottom fishers have killed a splendid lot of fish in the 
various parts of the Derwent, chiefly with wasps, gnats, maggots, and ant-eggs, 
and baskets of trout of from six to twelve brave per angler have been daily made. 
There have also been a few fish killed in both rivers with the fly. The yellow © 
dun bumble and furnace flies all killing fish. The trollers on the Derwent have 
done well with the Derby trout killer. The nightline party have killed a lot of 
large trout and eels, with large lob worms forbait. Sport on the ponds still 
continues first-class with both top and bottom; bumbles, golden spinner, and — 
spider flies, all doing their share. Fishing prospects are looking Ar for next 
week.—G. J. EATON: 


Yare (Norwich). 


The fishing on this river is very much improved. Some good catches of 
bream have been had at several stations. Cantley, I fancy, will get more 
attention this year than has been the case for some time, as by the abolition of 
drag netting, the large bream will be left for the angler to capture, and the 
reaches about Cantley and down to Reedham are always looked upon as the 
best for this fish, althcugh some of large size have been taken lately at Brun- 
dall, Messrs. Flowers and Co., whose premises adjoin ths railway station, 
offer every facility to anglers, yachtsmen, and boating-men, and Mr. Flowers 
himself informed me the other day that some first-rate sport had been had | 
there ately. I feel sure that this next week or so we shall hear oflarge 
catches. The severe tempest of last Saturday does not seem to have inter- 
fered with sport to any extent, the water being now in good condition.— 
ROBERT MOLL. 

Yore (Hawes). 

Anglers have been having ‘‘high jinks”’ lately. Water in condition for one 
thing or other all last week. Several nice hauls have been made. The fish have, 
however, run small—a certain sequence when the nets have had such a run as 
they have had lately. One_of our best amateurs killed twenty fish the other 
day, and had only four that would be 4 lb. each ; another killed 23 small ones, 
whilst another angler had over 50 for 74 lb,, about 2} oz. each! TI heard of 
one good fish having been taken, but it was taken whilst netting minnows late 
in the evening of Monday week: it weighed 2 Ib. A “grand un’? has been 
grassed from Arkengarthdale Beck, weighing 54 1b. Shades of the ‘* Ancient 
Mariner!’ Shouldn’t I liked to have had him at the end of a minnow tackle ! 
I got four brace on Monday last in a very fine water, with a fly dressed from 
the under-side of a snipe’s wing with yellow body. Iam much surprised to 
hear, through Mr. Ford’s remarks last week with respect to the size of 
Swaledale fish, that 35 oz. was a good average. I could understand this being 
the case nearer the dale hea, but at Richmond I expected better things. ‘The 
poachers I spoke about some time ago were tried at Leyburn last week. 
Enoch Moore was fined the usual gos. and costs, and Richard Metcalfe was 
fined the same amount on two separate counts. I think they will keep quiet 
for the future. A few lessons like this would do good mp here. I visited 
the scene of Turner's great painting (landscape) on Monday, and was well 
repaid. ‘The scene is in Mossdale Great Ghyll, A photographer from London 
was busy striking the scene. The weather is now very broken, so that anyone 
visiting this part may be certain of a water either for fly-minnow or worm. I 
neyer remember minnows being more scarce.—JOSEPH CoRRY. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, on Tuesday evening, Mr. Cotton presiding in the chair. There was a 
good attendance of members, the principal business being the consideration of 
a proposal to alter three of the rules relating to the election of members, 
the payment of subscriptions, and the powers of the executive committee as to 
the expulsion of members. As may be expected, this brought abovt an ex- 
haustive discussion in which a great many present took part. Mr. F. W. 
Durham was elected a member of the society, and another gentleman was pro- 
posed for election on the 17th instant. A vote of thanks to the Chairman 
brought the business of the evening to. a close, and was followed by some very 
agreeable music.—H. 





A BALD-HEADED man who has heard that the hairs on a man’s 
head are all numbered, wants to know if there is not some place 
where he can obtain the back numbers. : 


does not know the whole of the facts, that is quite clear. 


Jury 7, 1863] 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





SUBSCRIBER.—We do not know any work on flies and fly-making by Reynolds. 
You probably mean Ronald’s celebrated and standard book, published by 
anda and Co., ef Paternoster Row. It is the best book you can 

ave. 

DRAGON-FLy.-—The specimen of the fly you send us—one of the dragon-flies 
—is safely to hand. It is nob of the most common kind but we have 
often seen it here and on the Continent. We do not for a moment believe 
that trout take the ‘* Alexandra” to be this fly, as you suggest, f r this 
reason: during more than twenty years’ study of the feeding habits of 
trout, we have neyer seen one rise at a dragon-fly. This most powerful 
fly never settles on the water ; when resting after chasing other insects for 

. food it generally selects a broad leaf of some flag or water plant. As 
we have often said before, there can be no doubt whatever, we think, that 
the trout take the Alexandra to be a minnow or other small fry, the effect 
of the iridescent sides and silvery belly of which it exactly reproduces 
when pulled through the water and properly worked. The use of the 
Alexandra is rapidly being prohibited by all clubs and proprietors who 

: allow ‘fly only,’ and, even where not exactly prohibited, its use is con- 

~ sidered very ‘* bad form.”’ 

ABInus.—You have no more right to fish from a public bridge than to shoot 
game from a public road. If the owner of the land on each side of the 
fridge objects to your fishing, he can prevent your doing so just #s well as 
if he were the owner of the bridge. The bridge is to be used only for the 
purpose for which it was made, though there are thousands ot bridges 
from which anglers are allowed to fish simply through the indifference of 

_ those who might prevent them if they chose to do so. 

W. Hearn.—It isa fancy fly, but you can easily make it. Take a pale 
evening dun, and wind silver tinsel over the body. We cannot understand 
why Mr. McNee does not reply, except that he probably. has more orders 
than he can execute. Weare anxiously waiting for a dozen of his hare’s 

_ ear with pike scale wing, ordered some time ago. You can fish at God- 
frey’s water. 

P.S.—Since wiiting the above we have heard from Mr. McNee, who 
has been away from home. His correct address seems to be Bohally, 
Loch Tummel Side, Pitlochry, N.B. He sends us an imitation of his 
fly, made by another house, Apart from the manifest unfairness of copy- 
ing Mr. McNee’s idea in this way, these piracies are likely, from their 
clumsiness, to bring the original into disrepute, and we warn anglers that 
the only maker of genuine pize-scale flies is the inventor, Mr. McNee. 

J. H.—You will be able to get some fair coarse fishing of all kinds in the 
Nene, near Oundle, especially for perch and pile. Livebait, worms, and 
gentles will be the best baits you can use. For roach use paste in quiet 
deep swims. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


[Through pressure on our space we have to hold over several letters this 

week,—ED. | 
THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING, 

S1r,—Anglers will be greatly obliged to you for bringing ‘‘Thames Pro- 
fessionals Fishing’’ into the full light of day. It is perfectly correct that 
Rosewell does fish on his own account; and very frequently I fish with 
George Hone at Walton-on-Thames, one day at least each week in the year, 
and I have repeatedly seen Rosewell fishing by himself. My fisherman 
has also called my attention to Rosewell’s proceedings. 

It is very kind of Mr. E J. Withers to defend Rosewell, but Ir. Withers 
Thames anglers, like 
myself, spend a considerable sum one way and another on, and connected with, 
the Thames, It is very annoying to find a professional dodging about trying to 
take—and very often succéeding—the very fish you have been trying for over 
and over again. Personally, I feel very much obliged to ‘‘ Thames,’’ whoever 
that gentleman may be. If Mr. Withers wi!l forward me his address, I will, 
the next time I see a ‘ professional fishing,’ forward him the full particulars. 
~-Iam, &c., ' ALFRED MACRRIL1L. 

Tenby Lodge, Kingston Hill, Surrey. 

{We learn on the authority of an eye-witness that Stevens is in the habit of 
fishing ‘‘on his own hook’? at Teddington weir, and that he has taken several 
trout this season—one very recently. A professional at Windsor, who also 


fishes by himself whenever he can get achance, gives as his excuse that he ‘* is 


very fond of fishing.’? ‘This is a little too rich! |The gamekeeper will tell us 
next that he must shoof the best game whenever he gets a chance, and make 
the rest shy, because he. is ‘‘so fond of shooting.’’ But we have referred to 


this matter elsewhere.—ED. ] 





THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 
S1r,—Mr. Withers is doing Geo. Rosewell no good by his advocacy. It is 


- nota question as to whether a fisherman is sober, truthful, &c., but whether 
he fishes by himself, I say Geo. Rosewell does, and has persistently done so 


for years. 

Mr. W. thinks I have my information from hearsay. I beg to inform him I 
have fished at Shepperton a good many times this season, and Geo. Rosewell 
was out every time 1 was there, most frequently by himself; and I heard from 


_ many quarters that he had not missed a day. 


___ Mr. W. says that he has known this man for five years. 
for eighteen years, and eight of those years I lived at Halliford. 
these eighteen years I have fished at Shepperton more than anywhere else, and 
have caught ninety-one Thames trout, large and small, so I think I ought to 
know something about Geo. Rosewell. 


I have known him 
During 


And I say that during these years, 
except when he could not help himself, he has constantly fished alone. 

_I may also tell Mr. W. that his prodégé has been in the habit of fishing by 
himself in the winter months just as much as he has in the spring. Many a 
time has he, after a flood, had the first chance at the good spots for perch and 
jack; and not content with fair fishing, but he must do some poaching, at which 


_he was caught and heavily fined about two years ago. 


What I have above stated are simple facts known to everyone in Shepperton 


and adjacent fishing villages, and I consider it very hard upon the other pro- 
fessionals, as well as amateurs.—I am, &c., 


. THAMES, 
Rockingham, 


a 











THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 

Srr,—In accordance with my promise given last week, I now write to fulfil 
the s:me. Audi alterant partem. ; . 

Ry 30 George II., cap 56, it was enacted ivfey alia, that after November t 
1785, no person should follow the trade or business of a fisherman on the 
Thames or Medway unless he had first been apprenticed to such business 
under pain of a penalty of £5 for every offence. It was a'so provided that all 
fishermen should be duly licensed. 

This Act, so far as I am aware, has never been repealed, and to the present 
date licenses are still granted to the Thames fishermen, and for which a small 
fee is payable. 

It is, of course, well known that until about twenty years ago Thames fishermen 
had the priviiege accorded them of netting the Thames in the City waters 
(except where preserved), 7 ¢., from the City Stone at Staines downwards. 

In 1863, I think (I have not been able to spare the time to give ‘‘chapter 
and verse’’), the Thames Conservators, in deference to urgent representations 
made on behalf of the angling community, made a by-law whereby netting 
was prohibited. Next came the Munde'la Act, which prohibited the setting of 
nightlines fur eels; this, again, was in consequence of, and in deference to, the 
outcry made by anglers. YetIsee in your journal an admission by you that 
this is working unfavourably with regard to the preservation of the spawn and 
fry of the coarse fish. 

I will for the purposes of this letter deal with the question of Thames pro- 
fessionals fishing so far as it affects Rosewell only, because in his case I have 
the facts under my own notice; but I take it that it equally affects the whole 
body of Thames professionals. Here, then, we have it that Rosewell was com- 
pelled to serve an apprenticeship of five years before he could obtain a licence, 
and having done so was fit only for that trade, 

Then, for the benefit of anglers, his prescriptive rights of netting and the 
laying of nightlines were taken fromhim. And here let me say that these cop- 
cessions were not made to anglers on the score of preserving the fish for food, 
but simply for sport—no sane man would argue to the contrary. As to netting, 
I am not at the moment in a position to give any definite statistics as to the 
income derived by fishermen from this source; but as to the nightlines, I can 
speak upon the authority of a number of Thames fishermen _ that they earned 
on an average £3 per week during the summer months. What, now, are they 
dependent upon for aliving? Only the precarious patronage of anglers. A 
fisherman now is very fortunate if he can earn on an average £2 Ios. a week 
for five months out of the twelve. Then come the winter months, and even in 
open weather it becomes a time of great hardship to him unless he has laid by 
a pound or two. What shall we say, then, of his deplorable condition during 
such winters as those of 1881 and 1882 ? 

During the last winter we had five months’ continuous floods. No sooner had 
the river fallen to a fishable state than down came therain, and the floods were 
out again. As Iam dealing with Rosewell’s case, let me tell you what this 
poor fellow earned in all from the end of October till the 15th March—the 
enormous sum of £4 Ios.! With awife and five children how can body and 
soul te kept together on such a sum ? 

Then followed the fence months, and with them utt2r stagnation and starva- 
{ion until the rst April. Picture, then, this man, who has a large family and 
an ailing wife, with what joy he hails the chance of working off the ‘‘ dead 
horse,’’ and beginning early to lay by a few shillings towards meeting the 
ensuing wintry campaign ; but even in the tearful month of April, despite the 
beautiful aspect which all nature then assumes, despite the chance of catching 
a specimen of the finest trout that swims, customers do not afford him a fall 
week’s work. : 

What shall he do? Lcunge about the waterside public-houses spending 
what little money he has, or shall he try to earn something by catching a trout ? 
He chooses the latter alternative, and possibly once in about a dozen days he 
takes a-trout which, if of any decent size, will bring him in asovereign ; and he 
has honestly earned every penny of it by his perseverance and industry. 

In Rosewell’s case he has caught six trout by himseif during the past six 
years, and all these were exhibited and sold in market overt. And yet there are 
men (Heaven save the mark!) who, not content with having been directly and 
indirectly the means of taking from him a certain source of income whereby he 
was formerly able to in some degree provide against a hard winter, would yet go 
still further and try to formulate an unwritten law whereby he should be denied 
even to obtain food, the rights and privileges which they enjoy for mere pas- 
time and sport! It may be said by some few cavillers that they do not sub-~ 
scribe to the Thames Angling Preservation Society for the purpose of stocking 
the river with fish for the professionals te catch. To one and all such men I 
say, ‘The remedy is in your own hands: don’t doit. No one asked you to— 
you do it for your own pleasure and at-your owa risk ; besides which, you did 
not put all the trout in the river, and the mere fact of your having (unrequested 
by the professionals) placed some fish in it should not, and does not, prevent 
them from enjoying the only privilege which is now left to them.” 

You, sir, were pleased to append to my letter of last week an editorial 
note, in which you said I did not touch on the gravamen of the charge against 
Rosewell! Sure'y, the charge of fraudulent practices made by ‘ Thames,” 
and reflecting very seriously on Rosewell’s character, was the gravamen of the 
charge, unless you hold the catching of a Thames trout to be of higher im- 
portance than a man’s character, or more venial than being particeps criminis in 
a fraud. Dat veniam corvis, vexat censura columbas. 

You were also pleased to say that if it were true that Rosewell (when he had 
no customer down) caught Thames trout himself, then the sooner anglers with- 
drew their support from him the better, and that such a man ought to get no 
sympathy. For the sake of the angling community at large, I trust. that such 
sentiments are common only to a few, and I hope that by the time this letter is 
in print you will have seen and admitted that you spoke without due delibera- 
tion. To err is human. Any man who, knowing the extreme privations 
endured by professional fishermen during the winter months, would yet, for his 
own mere sport, wish to deprive them of their right to endeavour to obtain the 
wherewithal to feed and clothe their famities by fishing themselves, must be 
thoroughly bad at heart. 

I speak strongly because I feel strongly on this matter, as I deem the decry- 
ing a poor man’s efforts to honestly earn a pound (and from such selfish motives) 
to be despicably mean, paltry, and contemptible. Who will cast the first 
stone? Ihave said all I mean to say, but not nearly all I could wish to, on 
the above subject, and I feel sure all kindly and well-disposed men will agree 
with me. I shall not, therefore, be tempted to reply to any gentlemen who 
may choose to differ from me; all I ask is that, should there be such, they will 
have the ccurage when they write to sign their names, so that _in the future I 
may be able to shun and avoid them,—L am, &c., E. J. WITHERs. 

uly 4. 
be up to the time of posting this (11.30 p.m.) ‘Thames’? has not 
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vouchsafed a reply to my queries, otherwise I might have had the felicity of 
giving hima quid pro quo. As to his guinea, about which he makes sucha 
fuss, I undertake to obtain for ‘*B.’’ and hand to him next week fivefold that 


amount.—E,. J. W. 





THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. __ 

Sir,—In your last impression, I was very glad to see Mr. Withers take up 
the gauntlet in regard to ‘Thames’ ” cruel remarks respecting ‘‘ Rosewell.”” It 
is a very hard thing for a fisherman to be singled out in such a way, when there 
is not the slightest truth in such statements, . 

I have known ‘‘ Rosewell’’ for some years, and have fished with him fre- 
quently, summer and winter, and can quite bear out what Mr. Withers has 
stated in regard to his character. 

People such as ‘‘Thames,”’ who professes to be such a lover of the sport, 
and tired of subscribing his guinea to the T.A.P.S., would debar a fisher- 
man from filling up his spare time in getting a few fish on his own account 
‘simply because customers cannot a'ways afford the time and expense of going 
do wn and engaging a professional), and would have him sit on the bank biting 
his nails, waiting in hopes of a stray customer turning up. 

Let us go back to the winter time, when the floods are out, the mead 
has disappeared, no customers coming down for months (preferring to stay 
at home by their comfortable firesides), the fisherman with a sickly wife 
and five children on the verge of starvation; is it for the love of sport that 
such people would prevent (if they could) this man from fishing in a river 
that is open to all (mind you, after waiting for customers that do not come), 
and taking his chance as an energetic man to catch a few fish to provide 
food for his family? I contend that he is an avaricious sportsman who 
would debar any professional from doing this ; no true angler would raise 
such a paltry objectionif he had the slightest feeliog of humanity in him. It is 
a case of the ‘Fox and the Grapes. ’’ Evidently ‘‘ Thames”? is a disappointed 
angler, and, as Mr. Withers truly puts it, ‘‘ some good-natured friend of Rose- 
well’s has been pouring his insidicus hints into his ears.’ I only hope Rose- 
well has been fortunate enough to catch a good many trout on his own account, 
and has sold them to keep the wolf from the door. _ Iam sure his patrons will 
not desert him for this. Our noble river, with a good hundred miles of fishable 
water, will supply plenty of sport for all, in spite of the daily increase of anglers, 
and it raises the fishermen 50 per cent. in my estimation who employs himself 
in his spare moments instead of lounging about the banks, spending what little 
money he has at the nearest inn, when he can add to his store by taking his 
chance with a rod and line. 

If you knew the privations these men are subjected to at flood times it would 
break even the stony heart of ‘*Thames,’”? who would debar an honest man 
from following his av.cation in his spare moments simply because he goes 
himself and is unfortunate. My advice to fishermen all is, do as you like in this 
respect ; it is a freeriver, and your patrons who have common sense will not 
desert you for earning an honest living when their patronage is not forth- 
coming.—Iam, &c., Joan C. InNEs. 





FISHING AT RICHMOND—“‘ SEDGE WILLOW’S”? ARTICLES 

S1r,—I had a capital day’s fishing to commence the season with J. Bushnell, 
at Richmond, on Monday last. The take consisted of achub of about a pound 
weight, and fourteen dozen dace. The dace were al in splendid condition. 
I never saw them show better so early in the season. Only one rod until from 
7 to 8 p.m., when a gentleman who knows nothing of fishing joined me, and 
contributed about a dozen fish to the above total. The articles in your paper 
on the fisheries of the river Lea, which I fished for many years, are most 
excellent.—I am, &c., R. CuLLen Dewy. 

Ceres Road, Kingston-on-Thames. 


| 


CURIOUS PERCH DISEASE. 

S1r,—I took out of a pond some small perch and put them into spring 
water in an openstone fountain (not new). In afew days half of them were 
swimming near the surface, their eyes protruded about} inch, and in another 
day or two they were blind. 

I have not seen this mentioned anywhere among diseases of fish, and would 
be glad of a reply through your paper.—I am, &c., CUTHBERT. 

ull. 

[The fountain water does not suit them evidently, but what causes this 
pecutiar disease we cannot say. Perhaps some parasite in the water has 
attacked the fish in its most vulnerable part, or perhaps the water contains 
some mineral in solution which affects them.—ED ] 


NETTING THE ARUN. : 
S1r,—After waiting patiently for thirteen weeks, was told, upon getting out 
at Amberley Station, that the river had been netted as late as Saturday, also 
on Thursday last, when a cartload of fish was taken out, I send this, as it 
may interest your readers.—I am, &c., F. PEACHEY. 
2, Aldersgate S:reet, June 18. 





NETTING THE ARUN IN THE FENCE TIME.—ARUN FISH. 

S1r,—I should like to be informed if the Mundella Act applies to the river 
at Amberley. One haul alone, on Thursday, 14th inst., of over 5 cwt. of fish, 
was taken out by the nets ; it is also reported that both netting and fishing are 
carried on by the natives throughout the fence season. If this is correct, of 
what value is the Act as it now standsP May I be pardoned for expressing a 
wish that Mr. Geen could spare a little time and see into certain matters ? 

To say the least, it is a spiteful thing against anglers. The fish taken out 
of the Arun turn so quickly bad, they are no use for anything but sport. 

Two fult trains left London Bridge the other morning, the bulk of anglers 
returning with wiZ, and here and there a man had one or two small fish, A 
very different opening from last season, as then a number of good roach were 
taken, some close upon 2 lb. each. j 

I mention Mr. Geen’s name, knowing him to be one of the prime movers in 
the Freshwater Fisheries Act.—I am, &c , ; F. M. 

[Really, Mr. M., you must remember Mr, Geen is not a policeman! It is 
quite as much your duty as it is his to enforce the law by prosecuting those 
who break it. Why do the Arun fish possess such bad keeping qualities p— 
ED.] 


FISHING NEAR KING'S LANGLEY. 

S1r,—May I ask you to be good enough to let me know if there is any 
fishing to be had at King's Langley (L. & N. W. Railway). 

An answer will much oblige.—I am, &c., cL 

Zoological Society’s Gardens, Regent’s Park, 

London, N.W., June 18. z 

[Will some angler who knows the place kind’y answer this? We fancy the 

fishiag is better at Boxmoor.—ED. ] 


A. 








TROUT AND CARP FOR THE THAMES.—On Tuesday, by the kind 
permission of the proprietor, the Committee of the Reading and 
District Angling Association netted a ‘small lake in the *neighbour- 
hood, and secured Ioo handsome carp, all of which were put in the 
Thames in capital condition. On the following day 112 stock trout, 
of the famed Wycombe breed, were turned in at Caversham. The 
trout, which averaged about 3 lb., were the liberal gift of the esteemed 
president of the Association, James Simonds, Esq. 
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DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


JAMES OGDEN, BULMER’S « SAMER” D 
NCHCOMB-) STREET, CHELTENHAM,|2 HOSS INES = 2 ee 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 





FISHING RODS & TACKLE, 





Three yards, 8d. each, 


These are the lines which have been so often most fayour- 
ably speken of by the Editor of the Fisutnc GazetrTe (Mr. 
R.B, Marston, who has used them in fly-fishing for trout and 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES, p Wea bem AY school a two or three seasoas; also for roach 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 


JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRACeH 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is 
held by the leading Anglers of the day 


JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in FISHING 


218. 


INDIAN CIGAR‘. 


7 RICHINOPOLY, Dindigul, Barrel, Noble, Burmzh, 
and other musters of the very best Lobaccos zzé czrs= 
fully selected. Especially manufactured for 


THE INDIAN CIGAR DEPOT 
27, New Oxford-street, 


A Gazerre of March 18, 1822. 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. 


N-B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 


APARTMENTS to LET.—lFISHING, BOAT- 
ING, SHOOTING, and HORSE and TRAP. 

—Apply, E. B. P. PricHarb, Noyadd House, 

Llangorse Lake, Falgarth, R.S.O., South Wales. 


shing, &c. See his notices inthe Gazatrs for Dec, 17, 1831, 
June 28, 1882, July 1, 1882. 
N.B.—To be had stained to suit the tint of any water. 
Specimeas sent post free, 9d. 

Crystal, Roach, and Sneck bend Hooks on Gossamer Gut 
to Match Lines, 8d. per doz. Best Gut and Hair Hooks, 6d. 
per dozen. Gut Lines, 3 yards, 4d. and6d. Hair lines, 3 
yards, 3d, and 4d. each, Gut 6d. per hank; 100 strips, 12 
inches, 1s, 2d, ; 14 inches, 1s.6d.; Gossamer @ut, 12 inches, 


a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are | 38. 6d.; 14inches, 4s. 6d. Nottingham Silk Twist, ro yards, 


3d. ; stout, 4d. Flies on Fine Gut, 11d. per dozen ; on Gos- 
samer Gut, 1s, 2d per doz. Two fold tackle books, ts. ; 
leather ditto, 1s, 9d. Three fold superior, 2s, 6d. 24 inch 
Brass Winch, rs. 9d. 

Tackle Books and Winch by post 3d. extra each. 

Bamboo Roach and Bream Rods, 15 feet, rung, brazed, 
winch fittings, 2 tops, pack in three, 6s.; 18 feet, 8s, od. ;_ 
20 feet, ros, 6d.; Fly Rods, 4 joints, 12 feet, 7s. 6d. ; hollow — 
butt, 2 tops, 93, 6d, Double jack hooks on gimp, 6 for 8d., — 
1s, 3d. per doz. Fine drawn Gut Lines, tapered to Gossamer 
Gut, 8d each. 

Pustage extra on all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane. 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. ~ 








_ N.B.—We feel corfident that there are no Indian cigars 
in the English market of such excellent quality, ae 


eo for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
: is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies, 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each, 
Wholesale by Price's Patent CANDLE COMPAYY 

Limited, London. ; 





application is requested. 


Coarse Fish for Sale. 


t 
A quantity of Roach, Dace, Pike, and other fish 
to be disposed of during the winter months. ° 








E, W. S., Heathlands, Fakenham, Norfolk. 


The Saturday Reviews 
May 12th, 1883, says:—We 
can honestly add that the 
unmounted edition (£2 2s.) 
of Messrs. Letts’s Atlas is” 
beyond all question the 
cheapest full compendium 
of geographical information 
to be obtained, and the 


rn 
fi iy na Shi eed hea one of 
» > most handsome,” 
RC? COMPLETE 


Detailed Prospectus of LETTS, Limtd: London Bridge, E.0, 


UST 





Early 
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PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 


2 iia l 
Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and al 
who are interested in the purification and preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


AT THE 


Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 
Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A BC PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Efflueut Water. 


Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 
Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 





DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 
BEediesme @inesé. 


AEE DISORDERS. IN HORSES, .CATTLE,’ CALVES, 
~ SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine, healthy, and 
buoyant condition ;— 

* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
‘* GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility, 
| ‘“RED DRENCH,”’ for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 
| *““RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 
*““ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 
‘““ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills. 
““CARMINATIVE CHALK,” fur Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. 
| Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s.¢d. carriage paid. Each artic’e can 
| be bad separately. ¢ 


Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 


FOR 


be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO CO., 


SEWAGE WORKS, 


' AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


LIMITED, 













THE ODOR OF THE FOREST/GREAT 


THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





= 





c Roe sa. FET face 
The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 

_ gentlemen the world over. It stands at vhe head of all American 

publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 

value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 

life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist, Natural History. 
fea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 
The weekly numbers of the Forest anv StReAmM annually form two 
handsomely-printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 
Terms, post free, 21s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
Published by the Forgsr AND STREAM PUBLISHING Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 4 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Szartz, and Rivineron, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen cepies. 





PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 
CARRIAGE FREE. 


ELE 


TROMBONETTE 


(Registered.) 


Any person can now play all the melodies they know, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 
or TUITION. Thetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionetre, cr sonorous as the oboe, ‘Thus the possessor of 
one ofthese charming instruments becomes at once on an 
equality with practised musicians, <nd WITHOUT ANY 
MUSIC4L KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 

The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 

For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Picnics, and evenings at homeit 1s invaluable. 

Address—Cuas. MILLER & Sows, 70, Patshull Road, 

London, N.W. 








OYAL AQUARIUM.—This 


Summer ENTERTAINMENTS, 
Lit by Electric Light. 


Day.— 
Coolest Lounge in Lon- 
don. 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 

Two Great VAKIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8, Stokes 

on Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Lhursdays at 2. 
No extra charge. 





BONI- 
The Perfection 

A seally wonderful performance on the high 
5.15 and 9,15- 


ec icae AQUARIUM.—The 


. TAS, The only Female Gymnasts. 
ot Grace, 
- trapeze, 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


1 FARINI’S KRAO, the Missing Link, Admission 1s, 
_#.30 until 6, and 7.30 until 10, 





ieee AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


Open from 12 until 11.39. Admission, until 6 o’clock, 
19, } 28. afterwards, Lit hy Electricity, 


HASTERN RAILWAY. 


Speen. Sf DLE. 


The SUMMER SERVICE of FAST TRAINS 
is now running to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clac- 
ton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstan- 
ton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY, 


and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to TUESDAY 
(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are 
issued by all Trains to the above-named stations at 
REDUCED FARES. 


TOURIST TICKETS, 


available up to the 31st December, 1883, are also 
issued from London (Liverpool Street) to Filey, 
Scarborough, Whitby, and the principal tourist 
stations in Scotland. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYEHOUSE. 


EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any 
Train from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal 
Green, London Fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 2s., Is. 6d. 

For full particulars see bills. 

WILLIAM BIRT, 
General Manager. 


KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the FisHinc GAzEITE 
“A. R.I, E.L.,” and other leading anglers, 
In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8 and 186 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


NATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel, 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postige 


London, July, 1883. 











extra. 

To be obtained of the following tackle dealcrs amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane ; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Koad; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford. Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London, ees Co, Birming= 
ham. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 
Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester, Perry, Read- 
ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield. Hardy, Sheffield. Gosden, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley, Bootb, Hull. Slater, Newark. . 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 





FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
Purchase, the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
‘¢ British Fishes’? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 
Stall 4q1, The Promenade, 


| DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


| 22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON WwW. 
| AND WANTAGE, 


Bottles and Packets. 


BERKS. 








For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 


100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,”’ 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





** The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,””—JBritis 
Workwoman, 


‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service,”’—The Rock, 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


[WATERPROOF BOOTS 


ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 


Both the Uppers and Soles by a 
Patented Process are guaranteed 
Waterproof, ' ensuring 


DRY AND WARM FEET. 





Carriage free to any part of the country. 





WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 








MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minnesota, Anerica, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. EnglishColony Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, FisH1nG GAZETTE, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 








LONDON & COUNTY 
| ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
£10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates.. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 

Dis eO Oe s 
CHANCERY LANE, 


JOHN STONE, Sec. 





| Lie 











Cannon's Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B, FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London ; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Withara 
Leather, Glue aad Parchment Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
land, i 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 
MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 
and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri, tion, 
also to give information sespecting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet” Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carsiage paid for 6d, 
extra. 

*‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,.”—FisHinG 
Gazerre, 

z yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s. 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s. 3d. 
per 50, and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., i0d., shoit, and best long 1s, 1cd. per loo, 








H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 





International Fisheries Exhibition, 
Stand 490, Division 16, 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 


No, 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 


having had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Rod, brazed and winch fitted, 

price 5s. 

A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safetv 
Rings, price 6s. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed, Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and TACKLE. 

1 doz, Bottom ‘lackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 











“Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the “‘ Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 
Address as above, 





The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, and Tackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power. 


D. SLATER. 


9 and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
410 for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, ros. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and well balanced’ 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel’ 
chub, and pike, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s, 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, ros. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
33 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. each; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. each, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silkline, Is, 3d.; stouter, 
1s.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, td. 

per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of rod, 3}inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, and 4 floats, 
ptice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s. 
All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ids “ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 











GREAT FISHERY EXHIBITION, 


LONDON, 1883. 


NOTICE, 


Messrs. C. & R. BROOKS’ 


Highly Popular, Practical, and ‘‘ Genuine!y-Successful ”” 
Specialities in 


Mounted Tackle & Baits 


for every kind of Lig ht and Deep Sea Fishing, can 
be seen at Stand 20, Div. 1. 


Deep-Sea Fisheries. See Official Catalogue. 





Goods of the same patterns, even superior in quality, are 
daily despatched from ths 


SOUTH OF ENGLAND: TACKLE 
MANUFACTORY, 


STONEHOUSE, PLYMOUTH. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MINNOW, WORM, &c 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 
Price One Shilling. 

130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons foruse. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Gray- 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike Flies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s. 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 








—a 





Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM TUE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK.PERFECT, 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
RED D I TPeuy 








Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 








Summer Tours in Scotland, 





GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 





(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai’ during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (rq) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One week, £3; two weeks, 
45 3 Or six separate days, £3 10s. 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London ard the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope S:reet, Glasgow, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern, A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Sv.eet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. : 






















DEP PPE DE DENENED DDE RAD 


DIRAWSON'S WATERPROOF. 


NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the 
RIVERS OR MOORS without having 
2 his Boots dressed with it. : 
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cP To Punters, and for Snipe and Wild Duck Shoeting on 

(oh te margin of Lakes, and in Fenny Country, it is indispen- 
sible. 

ee YVi-hermen and Sailors will find it the best composition 

| for dressing Sea Boots, Sea water being very injurious to 

‘Yt leather, as when once thoroughly wet with it, they are a 
long time in drying ; this can be prevented by the free use 
of the Composftion, 


Soldiers on the March, in Camp, orin Trenches, should 
freely useitin all weathers, as even in hot dry weather 
it preserves the leather from the action of the sun and 

! keeps the feet cool. > 

Does not prevent the pollsh of good Blacking. Jnvalu- 
able in preserving the softness and improving the appear- 
ance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as well as Gentlemen's, as it 
cannot injure the most delicate Leather, and is the best 
dressing for Harness, é 


One of the best preparations for Boots, Shoes, Harness, 
&e , which has come under our notice lately is a dressing 
prepared by SIRAWSON & Co., of Exeter. Diy its use the [4q; 
durability ofleather of all kinds is greatly increased. It 
is WATERPROOL, and completely resixts damp from rain, 
snow, and wet grass. It has peculiar cohen properties 
which render itinvaluadle for sportsmen. A better snow 
and wet resister we have never met with.” Land und Water. 








Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
Ironmongers, & others, 
in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 18., 28., 5S., & 10S. each. 
Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler to procure it for you, or 
send Stamps for the price ofa Tin to the Proprietor, who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address. 
9 Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS. 


Manager: IT. Strawson, lite of Teeter 


CESELELE erecta BCeLe chr eee en Pence 


POAT ATATST ELSE AEC ELATELSLLELEAEETETETR 





Papa? 





No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain, 


STEPHENS’ ; 


STAINS FOR WOOD 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 

‘ - EBONY. 
Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe- 
Gitious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney, Geld Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881. 


Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, frea by post 
on application to 


HENRY C. STEPHENS, 
191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 


Lirst Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381. 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


PATENT SELF-ACTING 


FOUNTAINS 


- FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
~ CONSERVATORIES, &c. 


SpeciaL FEATURES. 


Perfect Po:tability. 

Cannot get out of Order. 

Cannot Overflow, 

Automatic in Action, 

Combining Aquarium with 
Fountain. 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 

Self-contained, 

Perfect Simplicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in from 3 to 5 minutes, 

Will Play from 6 to r2 hours, 

Artistically Decorated, 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
FOUNTAINS, 


From 4s. upwards. 






















Illustrated Price List post free. 


Kessell & Son, 


11, Southwark St., 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


BRITISH INLAND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT. 


) eae FARLOW AND CO., Strand, London (No. 429 in 
Catalogue), have a fine exhibit of their celebrated salmon 
and trout rods of all kinds. They go in more for general excel- 
lence in standard goods than for novelties. They recognise the 
growing demand among British anglers for the split-cane rods, 
and exhibit several of their own make, which are not a whit 
inferior to the best American; a little 8 foot 6 strip rod of this 
make is probably the lightest thing of the kind, as it weighs only 
31 0z. We noticed some spoons with spring-eyed fastening on 
the triangle hooks. This_is a vast improvement over the old- 
fashioned split-ring fastening, which so often proves a delusion 
and a snare—not to the fish, but to the angler. When spinning for 
pike and sea bass, we have repeatedly lost heavy fisk through the 
breaking of a split-ring. A novelty in winch fittings is one in 
which the winch is fastened to the rod by means of a bolt on the 
winch-plate, which fits into a hole in a metal plate on the butt, 

‘and is held in place by a spring catch. It isa very simple, firm, 
and strong fastening, but, of course, is only adapted to winches 
and rods specially fitted for it. In another winch fastening of 
theirs, which we do not like so well, the winch is held by a screw 
which passes through the butt. Among their rods, we noticed a 
grilse rod of 14 feet 6 inches, of beautiful balance and very 
powerful for its size; and an 11 foot hickory trout rod, also of 
perfect balance and play. Their trout flies at 2s. a dozen, on the 
finest drawn gut, are of excellent make. ‘ Hollock’s peculiar ” 

_ is a fancy midge, which would be found most useful in clear, low 

water, and it would be difficult to surpass in finish and strong 

make their red and grey quilled gnat, hare’s ear, and other 
standard winged chalk-stream flies. We have often had great 
sport when using their ‘‘Artful Dodger ’’—a fly which kills well on 
the Darenth—when- grayling-fishing in Herefordshire. A useful 
rod carrier is their japanned tin rod case, the top of which is 
made into a box to hold the winch. Their big bamboo rod- 
cases, made out of asolid bamboo trunk from 5 to 7 feet-in length, 
are extremely light, strong, and well adapted for carrying rods of 
any size in perfect security when travelling; they are furnished 
with strong leather ends—a great improvement on the old wooden 
ends. ‘Their salmon flies can be relied on for any water in any 
part of the world. A novelty of theirs is a long fly book, in 

_ which the flies are clasped by a wire spring on each side of the 
page, and the gut is extended so as always to be ready for use— 
a great convenience. 

Messrs. Alfred and Sons, of Moorgate Street (No. 427 in Cata- 
logue), make a very handsome show of rods, flies, and tackle. A 
speciality of theirs isa tin rod and tackle case combined, size, 
2 feet long and 6 inches by 4 inches deep, made to hold an ‘‘inter- 
changeable rod for everything,” and we were surprised when 
trying it to find how well it was adapted for spinning, fly fishing, 
punt fishing, bottom fishing, &c.; indeed, it is the most successful 
“‘ general” rod we have seen. The case also contains a capital 
telescopic landing handle and collapsing steel ring and net; a 
tray, with eleven partitions, for baits, traces, floats, hooks, &c. ; 
a Nottingham check winch, suitable for any kind of fishing, 
including fly-fishing; a fishing bag, &c. It is the most neat and 
compact thing of the kind in the Exhibition. Their metal check 
winch, with single revolving plate on the handle side, is one of 
the best and lightest made. ‘The angling world is indebted to 
Captain Alfred for a great many valuable improvements in angling 
appliances. The ‘‘Bell’s Life” spinner, which has been the death 
of so many Thames trout during the last few years, was perfected 
_by him; his bait-can, with: perforated zinc holder, is a vast im- 
provement on the old can. When you want a bait you have only 
to open the lid and pull up the perforated case, and then you can 
select your bait in a moment, and do not have to fish about in 
often ice-cold -water with your hand. The May-flies with hook 
in the head, which were shown us as a novelty by another firm, 
were originally brought out by Captain Alfred, and we are glad 
to see he makes a feature in his show of flies on Mr. Hall’s eyed- 
hooks, and very nicely made they are—about 400 patterns 
(including thirty different kinds of May-flies), from a big 
Alexandra down to wee floating cocktails for southern trout 
streams. He shows several samples of Dr..Brunton’s patterns 
of Loch Leven and grayling flies. Dr. B.’s pattern of the red-tag 
is almost an “ infallible” for grayling. 


No. 505 Cin Catalogue refers to the exhibit of Mr, W. 
Robertson, of Glasgow. Mr. R. does not lose anything by being 
represented at the Exhibition by a young lady, who, as we can 
testify, takes every pains to show his exhibits to advantage. One 
of the best of the many rods we examined in the Exhibition isa 
zo-feet greenheart salmon rod, made by this firm, with two tops, 
price £3 3s.; for its length this is the lightest and most powerful 
rod we ever handled. Mr. R. has also a patent winch fitting, 
which possesses the advantage of great strength and simplicity. 
The winch plate is first placed in the metal groove, and under 
the top ring, and then the other ring is screwed up. Our only 
objection to it is that it will only take a winch plate made to fit 
it, and it is for this reason we think Messrs. Little’s winch fitting, 
which will take any winch, carries away the palm; but they must 
make it, as we suggested when noticing it, to hold fast by means 
of a spring catch when screwed up, otherwise it may work loose. 
As there can be no difficulty in fitting a spring catch to it, we have 
no doubt they will do it. Mr. Robertson has a very nice selec- 
tion of neatly made ‘‘clear water” flies at 1s. 6d. a dozen, also 
some waterproof wing flies for dry fly-fishing. In these flies the 
feathers are immersed in some waterproofing solution (probably 
rubber), and we cannot say that they are quite successful, as the 
wings are often clogged together. 

Mr. Slater, of Newark, was not at his stall when we were there, 
and so we will reserve our notice of his excellent exhibit until we 
have seen him, as he has some new and, we think, very good 
things in his show. 

For the same reason we were able only to refer briefly to 
Messrs. Anderson’s exhibit. We called on three different days 
at their place, but on each occasion there was no one to describe 
the things. Exhibitors can hardly expect us to be able to wait 
on them until they happen to turn up; to stand all day from ten 
to six examining as carefully as possible miles of rods and lines 
is not half so pleasant as whipping a trout stream for the same 
length of time. 

No. 499 represents a small glass case of trout and salmon flies 
sent by Mr. J. Hearns, practical fisherman and fly-maker, of 
Upper Mill Street, Ballina, Ireland. The flies consist of salmon, 
lake trout, and trout patterns, and for neatness, strength, and 
general finish will compare favourably with any in the Exhibition, 
and we happen to know for a fact that they were not made 
specially for the Exhibition, but taken out of his ordinary stock. 
We can speak from experience of the amount of work they will 
stand, and the price is considerably lower than is charged for 
inferior flies by many other makers. Salmon fishers who want 
flies for the Welsh streams (which Hearns has fished with great 
success), or for Scotch or Irish rivers, should make a point of 
examining this modest little case. We have heard “Jim” con- 
demned for giving some of his flies names which are more 
notorious than respected—such as ‘‘Skin-the-Goat,” ‘ No. 1,” 
“Ths Invincible,’”’ “‘The Assassinator,” &c., but surely they are 
appropriate considering the murderous intention with which they 
were made ! Butno onecan object to ‘‘ Thunder” and “Lightning” 
as names for flies; or to ‘‘ Old Pat’s Favourite,” which has killed 
hundreds of salmon; or to ‘‘ Orange and Grouse,” one of the 
best standard salmon flies an angler can use; or to the ‘‘ Sweep,” 
“Yellow Jack,” orthe “Ranger.” ‘Jim’ isathorough angler 
himself, knows all about the whims and ways of salmon, and has 
more belief in the killing properties of a sober fly, suited in size 
to the waterit is to be used upon, than in any flaring fancy 
patterns. 

Our old friends, Messrs. Hardy Brothers, of Alnwick, North- 
umberland (No. 443 in Catalogue), by no manner of means 
regret that they took part in this Exhibition—indeed, from what 
we heard, we should say nearly all the fishing tackle exhibitors 
have done extremely well. Messrs. Hardy were induced by us 
to exhibit at Norwich, and did so well there that they needed no 
pressing to come to London. They deserve their success, for 
they have an uncommonly good show of good things. We have 
only space to refer to a fewof them; but we can strongly advise 
all our readers who visit the Exhibition, and especially our fly- 
fishing friends, to devote half an hour to Messrs. Hardy’s 
exhibit, and we hope Mr. Hardy will decide to stay in town 
longer, for it just makes all the difference in the world whether 
you have to look at a locked-up glass case of goods or whether you 
can freely handle them under the guidance of the maker. The 
chief feature in Messrs. Hardy’s exhibits is their really splendid 
show of split-cane rods of their own manufacture. ‘They have 
been enterprising enough to put up machinery for making these 
rods, and itis nothing but common fairness to say that the 
rods they charge £3 3s. for are in every essential fully 
equal to the best ‘‘ Yankee”’ productions for which double the 
price is asked. ‘They are cemented with a glue which becomes 
perfectly insoluble in water directly it sets, and the butts are 
made in a variety of ways not attempted by the Americans, 
When we say that Mr. Hardy informs us he has taken orders for 
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over a thousand pounds’ worth of his make of six-split cane rods, 
it will be seen that the Americans will have, as they say, to “‘sit 
up’ to beat him—in other words, tocome down “ muchly ” in their 
price. Messrs. Hardy’s splice-cane rods with cork butts, cane butts, 
inlaid cedar butts, &c., are all one price, £3 3s., and they make 
also a combination, a £2 10s. rod, which we prefer to the all- 
cane ones. In these the butt is hickory or greenheart, and the 
other joints split-cane, and this, in our opinion, makes a better 
fishing-rod than an all-cane, which to some extent, in spite of 
its great strength, is wanting in backbone, and cane by itself is 
too limber unless used solid (¢.e., not split), when it is often 
too stiff: Messrs. Hardy are working on a split-cane rod with a 
tapered steel core in each joint, but at present have no specimen 
to show with which they are quite satisfied. 

Some time back there was some inquiry in our paper fora 
creel which would ‘carry all’’—fish, lunch, winch, fiy-book, 
&c., and yet keep the fish quite apart from the other articles. 
We think Messrs. Hardy have most satisfactorily answered this 
inquiry by producing their “ carry-all creel.” The lower part of 
this creel is an ordinary basket creel of English make, to hoid 
from ten to fourteen or more pounds of fish. The lid forms a 
separate basket, being a compartment by itself, with partitions 
for lunch, fly-book, winch, &c. Through this top affair is an 
opening, like the ordinary opening in the lid of a wicker creel, 
for the fish to be passed through into the basket below. The 
straps, which are thoroughly good and solid, are so arranged 
that the angler, after a day’s fishing, can ina few seconds convert 
the sling system of carrying into the knapsack system, in which 
a strap goes over each shoulder, the chest is left perfectly free, 
and the weight is equally distributed. This is simply an im- 
mense advantage. We know nothing more trying after a long 
day’s fishing than to walk to one’s inn with a heavy weight of 
fish hanging over one shoulder, and pressing on the chest; in 
fact, we have more than once felt inclined to turn the fish out on 
the road when toiling up a steep hill miles from dinner, and we 
know this is the experience of many anglers when the shoulder- 
strap begins to cut and the chest is wearied with the constant 
pressure. Let any angler who does not believe this fish from 
eight in the morning to eight at night on a mountain trout 
stream, and then have to trudge seven or eight miles home over 
hill and dale with even but 10 |b. hanging to his shoulder—try it ! 
Messrs. Hardy’s Y-shaped collapsing landing-net remains still 
one of the very best in the market, and we need say nothing more 
in its praise than we have often done before after considerable 
use. We were pleased, and not a little surprised, to see that 
Messrs. Hardy make a good show of flies on Mr. Hall’s eyed 
hooks; indeed, from some patterns we sent them of flies of Mr. 
Hall’s make, with detached bodies, they have had samples made 
which beat anything-in the way of flies in the whole Exhibition, 
but the price—gs. per dozen—places them beyond the means of 
the majority. We are sure Mr. Hall himself will be pleased with 
these flies, and that is not saying a little, and we asked Mr. 
Hardy to send him some samples. He says, in spite of the price, 
he has received orders for more than he can make for some time 
to come. All we can say is—he must have a jewel of a fly- 
maker. His “Halcyon” spinner is another thing which 
deserves attention ; it isa modification of the Alexandra fly, with 
slight metal fins at the head, and is used as a fly is used, ze, 
thrown over-hand. Mr. A. Jardine took forty brace of trout with 
one of these when fishing in Wales recently. It is just the thing 
for “A. R. I. E. L.’s” capital fly-fishing spinning system, and 
will kill in the shallowest, clearest water. We need not again 
recommend Messrs. Hardy’s flies of all kinds, dressed on drawn 
gut, from :s. 6d. per dozen, nor their natural minnow-spinning 
tackle with bendable body-lead, which they have recently 
improved. 

(Zo be continued.) 








THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


THE forty-first anniversary banquet of this society took place at the 
Star and Garter Hotel, Richmond, on Wednesday evening, when, at 
the desire of the committee and many friends of this useful institu- 
tion, the chair was occupied by the president, Mr. Thomas Spreckley. 
A large number of the supporters of the society assembled to support 
the president, amongst those present being Mr, J. Colston, J.P., Mr. 
Joseph Andrews, Mr, A. Beningfield, Mr. J. kK. Berry, Mr. M. H. 
Blamey, Mr. Joseph Brougham, Mr. J. M. Brougham, Mr. Lewis 
Bryett, Mr. F.C. Clench, Mr. F. Colman, Mr. A. B. Day, Mr. Hy 
Dickinson, Mr. P, Geen, Mr F. Gould, Mr. John Knechtli, Mr. F, H. 
Lemann, Mr. W. D. Lewis, Mr. A. J. Little, Mr. Alfred Mackrill, 
Mr. R. B. Marston, Mr. Percy Mason, Mr. Alfred Nuthall, Mr. R. L. 
Pugh, Mr. T. R. Sachs, Mr. Clarence Smith, Mr. W. R. Spreckley, 


Mr. 1. J. Thomas, Mr, C, P. Wheatstone, Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, 
Mr. S. White, &c., &c. Much regret was expressed at the 
absence of Mr. W. HU. Brougham, the secretary, who was 
too ill to be present. An _ excellent dinner was served 


under the superintendence of Mr. Edwin Evans, the managing 





director, and the whole of the arrangements gave satisfaction to the 
numerous company. A selection of vocal music was admirably per- 
formed during the evening under the direction of Mr. Lester, who 
was assisted by Master Frank Charlton (whose admirable voice was 
heard to great advantage), Mr. Arthur,Thompson, and Mr. Bevan. 
Grace having been sung, the usual loyal toasts were proposed by the 
Chairman, and duly honoured. ° 

Mr. Clarence Smith (Sheriff elect) proposed ‘‘ The Army, Navy, and 
Reserve Forces.” In doing so, he addressed the company as “‘brother 
anglers,’’? remarking that he was sure they would allow him to do so, 
because he once went upon a week’s fishing expedition. He would 
be obliged to confess, if they pressed him closely, that during the 
whole week he did not catch a pound of fish—(laughter),—but he 
thought they would agree that a man’s claim to be called an angler 
did not depend on his success in catching fish. It was quite clear 
that brevity was to be the order of the day on that occasion, and, 
therefore, he would not tell them what glorious deeds were performed 
by the army both before and after Waterloo, what equally glorious 
achievements were due to the navy before and after Trafalgar, and 
what great things the volunteers were prepared to do whenever 
they should be called upon, but he would at once propose the toast, 
and call upon a volunteer to respond. 

In response to repeated calls, the toast was suitably acknowledged 
by ex-Bailie Colston, of Edinburgh. 

The Chairman, who, on rising to propose the toast of the evening, 
was received with hearty applause, saidhe need not tell them how 
greatly he felt the honour or sitting in that chair, after having been 
placed in that position by the voice of the whole of the committee. 
(Cheers.) He was much gratified atseeing sucha goodly gathering 
of gentlemen sitting around him. He could not lay the flattering 
unction to his soul that his presidency had anything to do with it; he 
thought it must be due to their proximity to that glorious old Thames 
that was flowing by so beautifully. There must be something in the 
old Star and Garter, with its splendid view of the Thames with the 
woods and hills and dales around, that had brought together such a 
company, for they were always ready to admire the glorious old river 
that was made for the people, and was now being utilised for the 
people. He felt as if he could tell them once more the old story that 
he had told over and over again about the . Thames and 
filling the Thames with fish. There was an immense amount of 
pleasure in thinking of the Thames as it was now as compared with 
what it was seven or eight years ago, when it was scarcely fishable, 
and everybody said, ‘‘ Oh, it is no good doing anything, for there is no 
trout—-no nothing.” But what was the case row? He did not 
hesitate to say that the river was now comparatively full of fish. He 
said that not only from his own knowledge—which was as good as 
anybody else’s, and a little better, too—(laughter)—but also 
from the evidence of men whoa few years ago said there were no 
trout in the river, who would not subscribe to the society, and who 
would scarcely treat him decently. Only the other day one of 
those gentlemen brought him a beautiful trout which he had 
caught, and was one of the best friends he had. They knew as well 
as he did that there were now large quantities of fish in the Thames, 
more, indeed, than could be caught fairly with rod and line, (Ap- 
plause.) They had now got some new and very powerful by-laws, 
which were very stringent, and he could tell them that the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society meant to be just as stringent as those 
by-laws were. (Cheers.) If they found a man who was a rogue, a 
thief, and a poacher, they meant to bave him punished. Of course, 
the society had difficulties to contend with, and sometimes it was 
difficult to get money. Their old friend, Mr. Brougham—(cheers)— 
could tell them that he had walked very many miles, and gone, 
without success, to those gentlemen who really ought to assist them ~ 
in the work they were doing. They had put many tons of fish into 
the river within a few miles of Sunbury Lock, and hoped to put from 
a ton anda half to two tons more in there within a few days. They 
brought the fish.to the very doors, and put it under the very noses of 
the people of Sunbury, but yet they did not get £5'a year out of the 
place. (‘‘Shame.”) That was altogether wrong ; but still, there were 
others who did support them, and he hoped that the number 
would increase. (Applause.) He would now read them a letter 
which he had received from Mr. Brougnam :— 


Swayfield Vil'a, Hounslow, 
July 11, 1833. 
DxAr Si1r,—I hope you will express my great regret at my unavoidable 
absence to-day. I had hoped the severe and painful attac< of sciatica would 
have been subdued ere this, but I canuot walk yet. It is now thirty years 
since I began to attend the anniversary gatherings, and at that time the number 
used to be from twenty-five to thirty guests. I have filled up my list, which 
amounts to £29 7s., for this day's dinner. I can only hope in so large a 
gathering some good-hearted friends will give s»mething. Can you realise the 
fact that one gentleman, fishing at Staines since the commencement of the 
general angling season on the 16th of June, has taken six trout, besides 
splendid takes of barbel, ‘and does not give one penny towards the preserva - 
tion of the river.’’ The reports of fishing this week are good—plenty of fish, 
and all fine fish. I know all will go well to-day, but it is hard to be kept 
away, and from meeting so many of my old and regular attendants. My heart 
is with you, and my soul is in the work, 
Yours truly, 
W. H. BRouGHAM, 
Thomas Spreckley, Esq. 


There was not the slightest doubt about Mr. Brougham’s heart and 
soul being in the work of that society. (Hear, hear.) It was an 
immense work, and it was a work that would live when their children 
were dead. If they could produce in the Thames large quantities of 
fish, which would be eaten and enjoyed by the people, they would be 
doing a great work. If they were not anglers he did not ask thein to 
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help the society. They might do so if they liked, but he did not ask 
them. When they had a society like that, doing its work fairly and 
well, and giving an account of every shilling it expended, it might 
go tothe wallif the anglers of London would not supportit. He 
asked, however, for their kind sympathy in the work they were trying 
to do—a work which was of the greatest importance, for it would give 
_ pleasure to them and their children, and provide food for those to 
whom cheap food was an absolute necessity. He proposed ‘‘ Success 
to the Thames Angling Preservation Society.” (Cheers.) 

The toast having been honoured, the donation papers were col- 
lected, and subscriptions amounting to £126 gs. 6d. were afterwards 
announced. 

The next toast was ‘‘The Board of Thames Conservancy.” In 
proposing this the Chairman said some of them might remember the 
words in the old song, ‘‘ Widow McChree,”— 


‘* Sure the poker and tongs 
To each other belongs ”’— 


And he thought the Thames Angling Preservation Society and the 
Board of Thames Conservancy were in pretty much the same posi- 
tion with regard to each other as the poker and tongs—(laughter)— 
for one was of very little use without the other. He held in his hand 
the new by-laws made by the Thames Conservancy, which he hoped 
would soon become the law of the land, (Applause.) A great deal 
had been said about the Thames Conservators that was not true. He 
delieved they were prepared and desirous to assist that or any other 
society that was desirous of making small fish into laige ones, and 
placing ten where only one could now be found. (Cheers.) He was 
sure that any question about the Thames that might be taken before 
them in a straightforward way would be attended to, whether it re- 
lated to steam-launches or to angling. He was sorry tbat, owing toa 
loss that he had sustained, Captain Burstall could not be with them, 
but he would couple with the toast the name of Mr. Ross, his under- 
secretary. : 

Mr. Ross, in responding, referred to the by-laws, which he said 
were originally passed in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and re-enacted 
in 1785. They had the new by-laws before them now, and he hoped 
that before many days they would receive the assent of her Majesty 
in Council. He had been in the service of the Conservators twenty 
years, andhe was sure they felt the greatest interest in the pursuits 
followed by anglers, which brought them from the smoky city to the 

_health-giving country, and provided them with innocent and useful 
recreation. With a view to assist anglers and others they had 
brought before Parliament a Bill to preventthe improper navigation 
of the river by steam launches. That Bill had received the Royal 
Assent, and the clauses relating to steam launches would come into 
operation on JanuaryInext. (Cheers.) The president of that society 
was most devoted to the interests of anglers, and self-sacrificing in 
his efforts to promote those interests. He was in frequent commni- 
cation with the Conservators, and they might be assured that what- 
ever benefit was conferred upon anglers through that society would 
be very largely due to him and their hard-working secretary, Mr. 
Brougham. (Cheers.) 

Mr. F. C, Clench, chairman of the Richmond Piscatorial Society, 
proposed ‘‘ The Press.” He expressed his regret at the absence of 
Mr. Francis Francis, who had done much to further the preservation 
of the fish in the Thames. He had not only ably supported them by 


_his pen, but the proprietors of the /ve/d had helped the society in a’ 


more substantial manner. They were fortunate in having with them 
their old friend, Mr. Wheeldon, the late Editor of Bed/’s Life, who 
was now launching a new vessel, if they might so describe it, under 
the name of Ashore or A float, and whose pen, he was sure, would 
continue to be devoted to the welfare of the society in the interests of 
which they had met. They also had with them their friend, Mr. 
Marston, the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE, who, as they all knew, 
took a very warm interest in angling, in connection with which he 
had done a great deal of useful work. He had been endeavouring to 
show how to cultivate coarse fish, and if he had not been quite so 
successful in that matter as some might have wished, great praise 
was due to him for his efforts. Mr. Marston had always shown a 
disposition to devote his talents to their interests, and he had done 
much to promote the welfare of that society. Mr. Clench also re- 
ferred to the presence of Mr. Soman, proprietor of the Vorwich Argus, 
who devoted a considerable portion of his paper to the interests of 
angling. 

Mr. Soman, having responded, 

Mr. Marston was also called upon, and referred, in the course 
of his remarks, to the suggestion made by Mr. Birkbeck, at the 
annual dinner of that society, two years ago, as to the Fisheries 
Exhibition, which was now proceeding so successfully, and the 
good results of which would be felt for hundreds of years 
tocome. He also alluded to the presence amongst them of Herr 
Max von dem Borne, the celebrated German pisciculturist, who had 
done so much in the interests of German pisciculture and angling, and 
to Mr. Clench’s remarks on the subject of the cultivation of coarse 
fish,, With regard to the latter question, he said that he had induced 
some friends to undertake the cultivation of coarse fish with the 
object of stocking their own waters, and he was sure that if the 
matter were taken up in a scientific way, and a little money put into 
it, they would be alse to put any quantity of coarse fish into waters 
where it would be of the greatest possible advantage. At the inau- 
guration of the National Fish Culture Association of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Mr. Francis Francis said that one of its objects should 
be to put coarse fish into the waters of the metropolitan parks for the 
benefit of the Londoners, There were large quantities of such fish in 
some parts of the country which would be gladly given up for such a 





purpose by the owners if the First Commissioner would give his con- 
sent. (Applause.) 

Mr. Wheeldon also responded, stating that it was true he was the 
head carpenter of a ship which might almost be said to be still on 
the stocks, but he hoped that when once it was fairly afloat it would 
never get ashore. (Laughter.) He spoke of the earnest work done 
for the society by Mr. Brougham, and pointed to the record of trout 
taken in the Thames this year as a proof of the good which the 
society was doing. In conclusion, he congratulated them upon the 
abolition of snatching and the setting of night lines, and upon other 
useful work done by the society since Mr. Spreckley took the com- 
mand, Mr. Wheeldon afterwards proposed ‘The Angling Clubs of 
London,” expressing his regret that their usefulness was injured by 
a considerable element of selfishness which pervaded them anda 
want of combination. If they were all like the Piscatorials, the 
eal or the Richmond Piscatorial Society, they would do some 
good, 

Mr. P. Geen responded as follows :—This is not the first time, ty a 
great number, that I have been called upon to speak for my brother 
anglers of this big city. I have always felt it to be a very great 
honour, yet an honour not altogether free of responsibilit7, as those 
whom I represent expect that I shall avail myself of such opportunities 
as these to give expression to their views concerning the subject inhand. 
The question of preservation is the greatest of all questions affecting 
the sport of England. As you, sir, and many of my friends present 
here this evening are aware, I have taken a deep interest in the 
subject, and especially as it affects the river on whose banks I have 
resided, and in whose waters I have fished, these twenty years past. 
I therefore claim to speak with considerable authority as 
to what has, and has not been, and what ought to be, done, 
to efficiently preserve the river Thames. There are a number 
of men who hold the opinion that when once a preservation 
society is started, the particular stretches of water over 
which it extends its jurisdiction is from thenceforth strictly protected. 
To show you how great a faliacy this is, I have only to tell you that 
if we go back six years we shall find that the preservation societies 
on the Thames were little better than so many shams. I admit that 
they did something, but their chief exertions were devoted to making 
believe very much and preserving very little. Why, poachers were as 
plentiful as blackberries in the autumn, yet they never got caught, 
and no wonder, as the class of men whose services had been secured 
by the payment of five or ten pounds per annum were totally unfit for 
the duties of river-keepers; they could not see a poacher—at any rate, 
some of them could not possibly seea greater poacher thanthemselves. 
Why, poaching and netting were so rife at that time, that the much- 
respected secretary of T.A.P.S. felt compelled to admit that it was 
being done, that it always had, and probably always would be done. 
I don’t know how large a percentage of the London anglers were at 
that time in the habit of bringing away all their fish, irrespective of 
size, but we do know that this and the-other societies, if not 
approving, actually winked at the practice ; indeed, so astonished 
was the leader of the T.A,P.S, that anyone should desire to puta 
stop to the retention of ur.dersized fish, that, upon a resolution being 
carried that it should be put a stop to, he resigned his position. Now, 
sir, and gentlemen, if there has been no radical reformation of the then 
sai state of affairs, we have been making believe very much to-night. 
The facts are these :—The partially paid keepers who could not see 
the poachers have been discharged, and fully paid men have taken 
their. place, a class of men capable and anxious to do their duty, and 
the result is that netting has become,if not impossible, at any rate 
unprofitable, undersized fish are returned to the water, and a large 
number of fish have been turned into the river. The present chairman 
of the T.A.P.S. told us, soon after taking office, that he believed that 
it was possible to protect the Thames, and, with the assistance of his 
committee, he intended to do it, and it is now admitted on all 
hands that he has been remarkably successful in the work. 
It has been truly said that liquor must be continually poured into 
the cask that has a vent at each end; unfortunately, the twenty miles 
of river which this society protects has a tremendously wasteful vent 
at each end, In the spring the fish head up into the scours above 
the city stone, and are there at the mercy of whoever cares to net 
them, No one even pretends to protect the next five miles, and so 
long as this remains a fact, we cannot hope that the four miles to 
Chertsey Lock will keep so full of fish as could be desired ; but, great 
as this grievance is, it is small compared with the fact that tons and 
tons of fish are netted out month after month in the tidal portions of 
the river, every one of which come through and from the waters of the 
T.A.P.S, Our friends, the Richmond Piscatorials, have taken an active 
part in educated opinion upon this question, and I hope that they, in 
conjunction with the T.A.P.S.,, will, in the near future, put their heads 
together, with a view of solving the difficulty, and freeing the tidal 
water from nets, I have now to thank Mr. Wheeldon for the kind- 
ness andeloquence with which he proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Angling 
Clubs of London,” and you, Mr, Chairman and gentlemen, for the 
cordial way in which it was received. . f 

The Chairman proposed the health of Mr. Sachs, referring to him 
as an old friend of Thames angling, and coupled with his name that 
of Herr Max von dem Borne. 

Mr. Sachs, in replying, described his long connection as an angler 
with the society which preserved the Thames. He was probably its 
oldest member, and he remembered with interest the frequent 
attempts of the late Frank Buckland to put Sa/onzde into the river, 
in which he had assisted. He then referred to his friend, Mr. Max 
v. d. Borne and the great work he was carrying out in Germany. 

Mr. Alderman Gould, of Kingston, proposed the health of the 
Chairman, who, he said, had done his work in connection with the 
society just as they would have it done. As president of the society, 


336 
Gn ee ee ERO 
he was the right man in the right place, and they were very much 
indebted to him. ; 

The toast was enthusiastically received and appropriately acknow- 
ledged by the Chairman, who concluded by calling for three cheers 
for Mr. Brougham. The call was heartily responded ‘to ; and, with 

his expression of goodwill to the absent secretary, the proceedings 
closed. 

Some of the visitors found their way to Grove House, the elegant 
and most comfortable home of the Richmond Club, where they 
were made welcome and hospitably entertained by the chairman, 
Mr. Fred. C. Clench, and some of the members. 











CLUB REPORTS. 


THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION AND THE PRIVILEGE 
TICKETS. 

I beg to inform the anglers of the Central Association that Mr. Murray and 
myself have seen Mr. Little, of the L.S. W. R., respecting the privilege cards 
being stopped on the 8th inst., and am pleased to say the tickets will be issued 
as before on production of card,—F. C. HATFIELD. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Moir, roach and bream from Dagenham, 5 lb.; Mr. Harding, dace, 
Mr. Partrick, bream, roach, perch, and dace from the Arun, 13} 1b.; Mr. 
Farebrother, roach from the Stort, 2 lb. ; Mr. Lake, tench, 3 lb. ; Mr. Dwelley, 
roach and dace, 4]b.; Mr. Arnold, from the Thames, roach, dace, chub, and 
bleak, 10lb.; Mr. Taylor, roach and dace, 43 1b.—T. WorRLEDGE. 


July 8. ——- 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our trays have been very well filled since our last report. The following 
members weighed in: —Mr. Streeton, barbel, perch, and trout, 7 lb. 1} oz. ; 
Mr. Klein, barbel and perch, 7 1b.530z, one barbel scaling 5 lb. 7} oz. 
sent to Mr. Needham to be preserved; Mr. Shakel, bream, 5 lb. 14} oz. ; 
Mr. D. Davis, bream, 1 1b. 123 oz.; Mr. T. Bowling, bream; Mr. Daniels, 
bream and perch, 1 lb. 8 oz.; Mr. Liston, dace, 1 1b. 43 0z.; Mr. Rollings, 
dace, 1 lb. 9 oz.—D. DAVIS, sec. 


July 11. 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 6s. 6d. 
from the donation box of the De Beauvoir Angling Association —R. GHURNEY, 
sec, 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

The following members weighed in on the 8th:—Messrs. H. Payne, G. 
Butterworth, and H. Martin. There were very few out. Mr. G. Mumford 
was absent from exercise on the 8th. Mr. H. Martin is going very strong for 
the monthly prize. —A. Sampson, jun., hon, sec. 


July 6. 

BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

We had an excellent display of fish here on the 8th. Mr. T. Hammond, 
bream from the Thames; Mr.L. G. Hayward, bream from the same water ; 
Mr. G. Hadkiss, bream and roach from Dagenham Lake;-Mr. Strong, some 
good perch from the Lea; Mr. B. Smith, some pretty roach from Waltham ; 
Mr. Beard, a non-member, had a very good show of bream. On July 11, Mr. 
Elves weighed in some roach for the first time; but we expect he means to have 
some barbel next time—that is, if they don’t kick too much. Mr. E. Hammond 
gave a guinea for the best roach this season.—T. G. WALKER. 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Lee, Granfield, Eliott, Bentley and Chambers weighed in some fair 
shows of fish on the 8th inst. It is proposed to alter the club season, which 
now commences in November to June. The smoking concert in aid of the 
funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society will take place at the Duke of York, 
Wenlcck-street, New North-road, on Monday, the 24th September, when we 
hope our brother anglers will rally round us.—E. CHAMBERS. 


; CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Fourteen of our members were pegged down Amberley on the 8th, to compete 
for six prizes, with the following result:—Mr. J. Chambers first, with one 
bream, 2 lb. & 0z.; Mr. Castell second, with roach and dace; and Mr. 
Mortimer third, with roach and dace. The other prizes were not taken. A 
friend of one of our members, who went with us to Amberley for the first 
time, captured a bream nearly four pounds in weight.—Cas. 


CROWN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members of the above society went to Pulborough on the 
8th inst., and a fair show was the result, Mr. A. Palmer topping the trays 
with 13 lb. of bream and roach, the two largest bream weighing 2 lb. 14 oz. 
and 2 Ib. 9 oz.; Mr. C, Clempson, 4 lb.; Mr, A. E. Urry, 2 lb. 13} 0z.; Mr. 
H, Palmer, 2 1b. 1140z.—R. BENNINGTON, sec. f 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club fished for eleven prizes at St. Margaret’s on 
July 1, the winners being Messrs. Philpott, Potter, Hellens, Maybury, Monk, 
Bell, J. Smith, Nelson, J. Pluckrose, Haines, and Dowse. On the 8th inst., 
there was a good show of fish, Maybury having close on 30 lb. of roach and 
bream ; Haines, some good carp; Ormes, roach; Dowse, roach; and many 
others brought in fish. Last Tuesday being quarterly night, we had a large 
attendance of members, This brings our financial year to a close. The members 
discussed the time to hold our annual dinner, it being decided the 3rd Monday 
ar ak lade Our prizes will be given to the winners early in September.—R. 


July 9. 





. GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society were out in full force on the 8th inst. 
each to fish his favourite waters, for a series of special day prizes, the result 
being a very excellent display of fish, consisting of roach, bream, dace, perch 
carp, andrudd. Among those most fortunate were Mr. C. Russell, 9 Ib. 33 02.5 
Mr. S. Orrow, 81b. 4 oz.; Mr. D. Thomas, 8 lb. 9} 0z.; Mr. G. Ballard, 
5 lb. 1} oz. ; Mr. R. Juchau, 2 Ib. 3 02z,; Mr, W. J. Davies, 2 1b. 10 02. ; Mr, 
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S. Howell, sen., 8 oz.; Mr. Archear, 1 lb. 2} oz.; Mr. J. J. Holmes, 4 1b. ;” 
Mr. H. Jefferies, 3 1b. 144 0z.; Mr. F. Lawrence, 2 1b. 12} 0z.; Mr. R. H, 
6lb. t0 oz. The fifth annual excursion and dinner will take place on the 15th 
inst., at the Black Dog Inn, Bury, near Amberley.—J. J. HoLMEs, sec. 


uly 9. — 

eee HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members of the above club were out on the 8th, when the 
following members weighed in :—Mr. Blatchly, some handsome tench, largest 
3 1b. 14 0z., and roach; Mr. Preston, bream and roach; Mr. Price, bream and 
roach; Mr. Baker, chub and dace; C, and W. Messenger, some fine bream, 
roach, and dace.—W. B. ; 


uly Io. 

tay HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 8 twenty-eight members of this society fished for seven prizes in the 
Rye House water, the boundary being from Black Pool to Ratty’s Lock. The 
takes were small, the first winner having under 5 1b, of fish, and the others in 
proportion. They were wonin the following order:—W. Pledger first, W. 
Cooper second, A. Hattemore third, S. Cole fourth, J. Maxwell fifth, A. 
Brockett sixth, H. Da Costu seventh. Mr. J. Osbourne had 28 lb. of 
roach.—R. GHURNEY. E : 








INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society went out for the first time since opening 
the club, and met with fair success, considering only a few members at present, 
but every prospect of progressing daily. Messrs. Antony, Moore, J. White, 
and H. Liggit had fish. Our members will be glad to see members of any 
other society any Tuesday and Sunday evening, to assist them in any way for 
success.—H, Moorm, sec. - 

July 12. a 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

- Mr. G. Wood hada very pretty barbel on Saturday list. Mr, W. H. 
Mecham showed bream and rudd on the 8th. Mr. A. Bass had some handsome 
dace and roach on thesame day. Mr, G. Rolt had some nice dace on Monday. 
Mr. H. Butt showed roach on Wednesday. A portion of the members dined 
at the Pied Bull, Stanstead, St. Margaret’s, on Wednesday, on which occasion 
the very’popular nost did the usual, that is, made all present happy and com- 
fortable, for which a very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to him, and every 
one left with the determination that it snould not be long before they again 
visited the place where they so much enjoyed themselves, 


KINGSLAND BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We have had very fair shows of fish this week by Messrs. Burton, Kirt- 
land, and James, the two last named members having some fine roach, several 
of them scaling over 1 lb, Our worthy host, Mr. J. Cant, has given two very 
handsome prizes for the heaviest weights of jack during the season.—H. 
SEWELL, sec. 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 

The following contributed to fill the trays on the 15th inst.:—Mr, Brans- 
grove, roach and dace; Mr. Young, sen., trout and perch; Mr. Abrams, perch ; 
Mr. Sparrow, perch and gudgeon ; Mr. Dutton, roach ; Mr. E. Saunders, bream 
and chub; Messrs, Cecil, Pearce, C. Saunders, Young, jun., and Sewell also 
having fish.— W. DuTTow, sec. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Op July 8 the above club'had a nice show of fish, consisting of chub jack, 
roach, dace, perch, bream, &c. As we are a young club we hopa you will 
insert this.—D. Davy, sec. 





LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 8 our trays presented a decidedly improved appearance. Mr. Petrie 
had a nice show of bream, 20} ]b.; Mr. C. Barr, 6]b. bream, roach, and perch ; 
Mr. Parsons and Mr. Raine had bream. The other takes unimportant. We 
hope this is the commencement of better luck.— W. Brown, sec. 

NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 

On the 8th inst. the following members weighed in jack:—Messrs, Grindley, 
Plumpton jun., Hillier, and Stead; Aldis, roach and perch; J. Harris, roach ; 
Greenwood, roach; J. Stead, carp.—W. Hiner. 


PHCGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society met with very, fair sport on the 8th inst. 
Mr, Keen, roach and bream; Mr. Packer, a splendid show of dace, just on 7 Ib., 
taken with fly, and some very nice roach, all in capital condition; Mr. Baillie, 
bream and roach; Mr. Slater, some very fine bream, in good condition and 


very fair in size, the largest turning the scale at 3 lb., a'so a few nice roach and ~ 


eels. We were sorry to hear of Mr. Milton’s misfortune, losing a tench about 
4lb. A complimentary concert will be held at the above club, Tavistock Arms, 
Stibbington Street, Oakley Square, on Tuesday, July 17th, for the benefit of a 
very old member, Mr. W. Garner, Welsh Harp fisherman.—J. G, 

Special Notice to Anglers.—A conveyance will leave Mr, Coldwell's (member 
of the above society), fishing tackle dealer, of Great College Street, Camden 
Town, every Sunday morning, at 5.45 a.m. sharp, calling at King’s Cross, by 
side of coffee stall, at 6 o’clock, for conveying anglers and friends to London 
Bridge Station to meet the Pulborough and Amberley train at 6.50. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the annual meeting of the above society, Mr. J. Buck was eleeted the 
president for the ensuing year, The members must be complimented on their 
selection, as Mr. Buck is a thorough angler, and takes a lively interest in the 
‘gentle craft.’’ It is also very gratifying to find the balance sheet in a’‘more 
healthy condition than the previous year, The rodsters have already been out 
in large numbers, with fair success. On the opening day Mr. Mortimer secured 
the fish of the season, a fine, handsome carp, weighing over 3 lb., at Baffins, 
The salt-water anglers have made big catches, Messrs. Redward and Hollender 
especially being very fortunate. On the Coronation holiday, an arrangement 
had been made for the usual picnic; this time ‘‘ Durford”’ was selected, but, 
owing to the tempestuous weather in the morning, it was abandoned. Inspite 
of the elements, six members ventured to Petersfield, but with sorry results. 
In the afternoon of the same day, a party went off to Chichester to fish a 
match, resulting in Mr, Bracy winning first prize, with bream and roach; Mr. 
Dyer, second, perch; and Mr. Vaughan, third, bream. The society has 
secured another piece of water, near Emsworth, called the ‘‘ Lumley Trout 
Stream.’>—DAGGERWOOQD. 
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QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members still meet with very good sport. Mr. Walford, 16 lb. 11? oz. 
of bream; Mr. Hodges, 111lb.; Mr. F. Barritt, 81b.7 oz.; Mr. Pearce, 
5 Ib. 73 0z.; Mr. A. Chick, 5 1b. 14 0z. ; Mr. N. Chick, 2 1b. 9 oz.; Mr. 
Pratt, 1 lb. 144 0z.; Mr. Fayers, 19} oz. of roach; Mr. A. Bartitt, 124 oz. 
gudgeon; Mr. Corney,.100z. roach.—L. WALFORD, sec. ° 


uly Io. 

as SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Among the members of this society the following had fish :—Mr. A. 
Manning, roach and bream; Mr. Jones, dace and bream; Mr. Woodhead, 
roach; Mr, Lloyd, roach; Mr. Hale, perch ; Mr. Morris, perch; Mr. Spence- 
ley, bream; and Mr. W. Hart, bream.—W. S. WooDHEAD, sec. 





SOUTH EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 8th Messrs. Smith sen., Smith jun., Holben and Weston had a good 
show of roach, dace, barbel and bream. Some capital songs and recitations 
__were rendered by the visitors and members present at the usual weekly meet- 
ing on Wednesday last.—G. S. COPELAND. 

SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

The above unity visited the Rodney Piscatorials on the 2nd inst.; Mr. 
Gafney, A. P., assisted by Mr. C. Grant, R. P. Among those present were 
Messrs. Field, Allen, Palmer, Wright, W. Page, C. Ellis, &c. The evening 
was devoted to harmony. The reciting and vocal abilities of the visitors was 
fully appreciated-by all present, and on the roll being called, eleven societies 
responded: Anglers’ Pride, Bermondsey Brothers, Anchor and Hope, Second 
Surrey, South London, South-Eastern, Wellington, Peckham Brothers, Ex- 
celsior, United Brothers, and the Rodney Piscatorials; the other two societies, 
the Brunswick and the Foxley, did not appear. Such being the case, the next 
visit will be paid to the South London, George and Dragon, Camberwell Road, 
and not to the Foxley. Amongst those who contributed towards the evening's 
amusement were Messrs. Smith, Palmer, Page, Grant, Richardson, Wright, 
' Bicknell, and several others.—PIxiz. 

P.S.—In my report last week I have discovered I made a mistake in the 
names of the societies whose representatives took prizes at Amberley on the 
24th ult. Instead of it being Anglers’ Pride, Excelsior, South London, 
Anglers’ Pride, Peckham Brothers, and United Brothers, it should be 
Anglers’ Pride, Excelsior, Anchor and Hope, Anglers’ Pride, South London, 
and United Brothers. 





STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

We have had some capital shows on the tables this last few days, and the 
following weights have been registered since my last report:—Mr. W. R. 
Humby, perch, 15 0z., dace, 2 lb. }0z., chub, three fish, 4 Ib. 7 oz., one 
barbel, 3 1b. 13 0z., two trout, 5 lb. 33.0z.; Mr. S. T. Parsons, dace, 7 0z., 
roach, I Jb. 1 oz. ; Mr. A. Wrightson, three nice perch, 1 Ib. 41 oz., 1 Ib. 4 0z., 
‘ilb. 10z.; Mr. C. Scull, four perch, 1 lb. 13% oz., one roach, 1 Ib. 6 0z., 
four dace, 1 Ib. 33 0z., two barbel, 6 Ib. 83 oz.; Mr. W. Ellis, carp, 
2 lb. 33 oz.; Mr. Wheatstone, eighteen perch, ro lb. 4 0z., four roach, 
2 lb. 23 oz., eleven tench, 30 Ib. 4 0z., amongst which were some beautiful 
fish of the following weights :—5 lb , 4 Ib. 10 oz., 4 1b. 8 02., 4 lb., 2 Ib. 5 0z., 
2 lb. 3 oz., 1 1b. 14 oz, 11b. 13 oz. Our total for the last week has been 
83 lb. 4 oz., and we seem up to the present in a fair way to eclipse all our 
previous yearly totals.—G. E, W. 


ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY, 


The St. John’s Angling Society have removed to the Fox and French. 


Horn, Clerkenwell Green, where they still continue their Wednesday evening 
concerts. Anglers and their friends specially invited. Music provided.— 
W. A. STEVENS. 





‘ STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Wehad a much better show of fish on the 8th inst. than on previous occasions 
this season. Mr. W. Whitmore showed bream and roach; Mr. W. Reid, 
bream androach; Mr. T. Gretton, bream; Mr. W. Robinson, bream; Mr. 
C. Martin, bream. Three prizes, value ros. each, given by Messrs. Whitmore, 
Reid, and W. Robinson, will be fished for at Pulborough on the 22nd inst. 
Members intending to compete will meet the secretary outside the station on 
the arrival of the first train. Fish to weigh at the club house on tbe return. 
—T.GRETTON, 





STOKE-UPON-TRENI ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few members of this society were out on the afternoon of Saturday, 
June 30th. Although the water was not in very good condition, several fair 
baskets of trout were made, Mr. E. Cocker took six brace of very nice fish, 
Mr. H. Evans making a similar basket. Our host, Mr. J. Evans, of the Pike 
Hotel, an old veteran angler, but who has not wet a line for fifteen years, was 
prevailed upon to join the party, when he very much astonished some of the 
younger members by the masterly style in which he landed five brace of the 
speckled beauties. We intend holding our second competition on Saturday, 
July 14,—J. HoLiins, hon. sec. . 





SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this society competed for prizes at Bourne End on the 11th. 
Mr. Edwards, with a nice show of roach and dace, took the first prize, which 
consisted of a dressing case, valued at £3 33. given by Mr. Beckett; Mr. J. 
Boalch had some roach and dace—he took the second prize, a side of bacon, 
given by Mr. F. Grigg; the third prize was not taken. The next meeting 
will take place on the 25th. The committee the same evening, at 8.30, will 
consider where and how the next competition (August 8) shall take place. The 
prizes for this outing consist of a silver cup given by Messrs. Murray, Edwards, 
Hamlyn, and Bansback, jun.; and Messrs. Harris and Watson will give 
43 3s. to be competed for by honorary members only.—PIxIE. 


THE EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above club had a very nice show of fish on the 8th inst., the principal 
takes being Mr. G. Stevens, 12 1b. of bream and roach; and Mr, F. F oster, 
7 lb. of bream and roach.—F. A. GRAY, sec. 


July 11. _——_ 
THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
__ The half-yearly general meeting of the members took place in the club room 
at Ashley’s Hotel, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, on Monday evening last, 
under the presidency of one of its oldest and most valued members, Mr. T.R. 
Sachs, and there was a very good attendance. The audited balance-sheet was 
laid on the table by Messrs. ‘I, Gillatt and James Pattison, which represented 





the society to be in a very satisfactory condition. After some discussion as to 
where the summer dinner should be held, the members, instead of agree- 
ing to the selection made by the committee of the Crown Hotel, Broxbourne, 
finally resolved that it should take place at the Ship Hotel, Halliford; the 
chair to be taken by Mr. Francis H. Lemann, and the vice-chair to be taken by 
Mr. J. Ross Faulkner. Mr. Slater, of Newark-upon-Trent, presented a Not- 
tingham rod, winch, and line for the largest barbel caught during the year. 
The usual vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the business portion of the 
proceedings. The prize list for the season has just been put into circulation, 
those given by the club being of the value of £14, and the private prizes and 
competitions, £76 2s, 6d: ‘There is one striking feature in the list, that the 
prizes are mostly for specimen fish. The competitions are well filled up, and 
although they are stated for gross weights, the standards of sizes are so high, 
they are in reality for fish that might fairly be designated specimen fish, some of 
the competitions having generally been won with two or three fish only.—B. 


THE WELLINGTON SOCIETY. 

The members of this society who have taken up their quarters at the Prince 
George, Hill Street, Walworth, under Mr. Secretary Palmer are going on 
flourishing. ‘‘I dropped on ’em’? last Wednesday night week, 
but they did not know ‘Pixie’? was there; and from’ what 
I saw and heard, their quarters ought to suit the most fanciful. Ihave been in- 
formed since that Mr. Simmons and Mr. Palmer have ‘‘ buried the hatchet,’’ 
and all things have been amicably arranged, and it is intended to have a house 
warming on the 16th in the shape of a garden party, and all anglers who can 
make it convenient to attend will, I am sure, receive a warm and _ hearty 
welcome.—PIXxIE. ‘ . 

UNITED LONDON ANGLING ASSOCIATIONS FISHERIES 
SOCIETY. 

The monthly meeting of this society took place on Monday evening last, 
July 9, at the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s Lane, Charing Cross, Mr. J. C. 
Murray inthe chair. Some important business was disposed of. The next 
special general meeting will take place on Monday, July 30, chair to be taken 
at 9 o’clock sharp. 





3 WALTONIANS. 

On July 4th, Mr. Rushbrook weighed bream, 3 lb. 72.0z. On the 8th, Mr. 
T. Watkins had trout, 31b. 5} 0z.; dace, 6 lb. 24 oz.; roach, 1340z. Mr. 
Malcom had bream, 5 Ib. 154.0z. Mr. Jukes had a trout, 1 lb. Messrs. Jos. 
Moore, H: Putman, and W. Dodge also weighed in fish. 

July to. ————— 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

In consequence of the funeral of Mr. Bansback, on the 28th June, the mem- 
bers of this society held no meeting, and also postponed the competitions that 
were to have taken pla¢e on the 5th July and the 8th July to the 12th and the 
15th. The competition for to-day was for two prizes, consisting £4 Is. and 
Ios. 6d. Mr. Delehaye, sen., with some nice carp took the first, and Mr. 
Gilbert with roach and dace fiom Twickenham took the second. Mr. Delehaye, 
jun., had roach and bream from Wimbledon; Mr. Weatherhead had a very 
nice show of roach from the Lea, but arrived too late to weigh in for thiscom- 
petition, The contest for 15th July, is to be for two prizes of the same value as 
that of to-day. Conditions : member allowed to go where and fish how they 
like, —PrxIr. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held this evening. Since the last repors 
several good takes of fish have been shown at the society, amongst which may 
be mentioned 35 lb. of bream in good condition, averaging 3 lb. each, taken by 
Berger, and also several good roach by Mr. Adeane. The visit that has been 
invited from several angling societies takes place next Tuesday evening, roth 
July,-when it is hoped there will be a good attendance.—H. T. 








THE PRESERVATION OF FISH-LIFE. 


Pa Hon. W. F. B. Massey-Mainwaring, chairman of the 
Native Guano Company (Limited), will read a paper on 
“The Preservation of Fish-life by Excluding the Pollution of 
Town Sewage,” at the International Fisheries Exhibition, South 
Kensington, on Monday, the 16th inst., at four o’clock. The 
chair will be taken by the Marquis of Hamilton. 





WHOLESALE FISH POISONERS CONVICTED. 

AT the Herefordshire Quarter Sessions, on Tuesday last, George 
Harper and William Williams were indicted for having, on the 16th 
of June, put a certain noxious material—to wit, chloride of lime—into 
the brook at Humber, in the county of Hereford. Both prisoners were 
natives of Leominster. Harper has already undergone sentences 
varying from five years’ penal servitude to three months’ imprison- 
ment. Williams has also been. convicted. Both prisoners pleaded 
not guilty. The evidence for the prosecution c’early showed that on 

une 16 the superintendent of county police and his man were con- 
cealed at Ford’s Bridge, three miles from Leominster and close to the 
river Lugg. About half-past eight o’clock in the morning, the two 
prisoners were coming down the road to catch the train for Hereford ; 
Harper escaped, but Williams was arrested. When searched, a bag, 
which had contained chloride of lime and also 103 dead trout, were 
found in a basket upon him. The trout weighed 221lb. There were 
also 47 dead trout found in the brook at Humber. The fish were sub- 
mitted to Mr. Horsley, of Cheltenham, who analysed them and pro- 
nounced that they all had been poisoned with chloride of lime, and 
that the bag had also contained the same noxious material. Conclu- 
sive evidence was also given that the two prisoners were seen together 
in the meadows at the Humber Brook. After a lengthy hearing, the 
prisoners were both found guilty. Harper was sentenced to fifteen 
months’ hard labour, and Williams to three months’ hard labour, — It 
is to be hoped the convictions will put a stop to fish poisoning, which 
has become quite common in this district. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, JULY 1}. 
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MID-THAMES. 

My occupation is all but a sinecure this week, for the reports are 
meagrein the extreme and scarcely worth ink, and waste of pith and brain in 
the compilation of a nid report. I visited Windsor, Clewer, Surly Hall, 
Maidenhead, Marlow, and Medmenham during the past week in search of fish 
and fishers ; but both were conspicuous only by their absence, and I veritably 
believe all the punts and fishermen had been requisitioned to convey the 
mashers aid. mashees to Henley Royal Regatta. ‘Ihe only chance for a 
piscator was up the back waters ot the various weirs, but even here Bohemians 
and camperssout were revelling in buff in the water, and the swell from the 
steam-launches and the swells on the same could be felt and heard, I soon 
felt convinced that I should glean little intelligence fit for the FIisHING 
GAZE1TE, and in desperation thought of joining the ‘‘ madding crowd,”’ and 
go and see the human race at Henley. I didn’t, though. I went home, had 
some grud, then a gentle nap, and dreamed that I was catching crabs, Tartars, 
colds, and steam-launches, and that I was a very Triton amongst the fishes ; 
but when I awoke I was only—Martow Buzz. 

Thursday ey ening.—Rain falling fast as I write at six o'clock. This will 
much benefit the river, and wash Henley out of it. Wind, S.W. 


Ancho)me District. 


The water still remains too d scolcured for successful angling on the lower 
reaches, but itis fining a little in the upper parts. The only succesful sp. r= at 
present is bobbing for eels, of which vast numbers have been caught. This 
sport is, however, practically closed to visitors who come by train, as it hard y 
commences until the advent of twilight. I had halfa cay on Saturday last in 
some private water, and got nearly a basketful of roach with the fly lipped as 
usual with a small gentle. They were avery fine sample, and averayed upwards 
of} ]b each. A friend of mine took at the same time, bottom fishing, a nice 
lot of well-ie1 perch. There have been two or three parties at Croxby Lake 
recently, and they have had tolerable sport late in the evenings with ee s and 
perch. I caught nine nice trout about a week ago.—Tmomas Forp. 


Bue (Norwich). 


Some go: d sport amongst the bream on Wrexham Broad is reported. Mr. 
Livock, of London Street Norwich, had, I believe, a very large catch one day 
last week ; but as I do rot know for a fact what the weight was, I had better not 
say ; but anyhow it was over I cut. On this strearn fish are as plentiful, if not 
more so than ever ; but they will continue for some time yet to run small. This 
is the chief complaint of all angleis who try this water; plenty of fish, but oh! 
so small. The Norwich Piscatorial Match was held at Horning Ferry last 
Thursday week, and 28 members Janded over 20 stone of fish. During the 
week, Host Th mpson informs me that upwards of 35 stone of bream have been 
caught. This speaks well for the Bure, and I should advise anyone staying at 
this well known spot /Horning Ferny) to row down to Ranworth and try near 
the Haw, and I believe they will be rewarded with much larver fish. River- 
watcher Clare would point out the reach to any visitor ; his address is Ranworth. 
The prospects on this river ure first-rate.-—ROBERT MOLE, 


Camel ‘Camelford). 





Some very nice baskets have been taken, amounting to two dozen good fish 
up to three or four dozen. Flies used :—-Yellow dun female, blue upright, 
light brown body, with partridge wing and light cock’s hackle—this has been a 
k lling fly ; coachman good in the evening.—d. V. PENGELLY. 


Cherwell District. 


Tue sport in the Cherwell and Waterperry district since the cessstion of the 
thunder and the advent of more settled wea: her has somewhat improved. The 
water is almost gin clear, and if the rain which has been hove ing about all day 
wilt ouly keep off, the nex; week will find both the Cherwell, the Thame, and 
their afHuents in the pink of condition for chub fishing. On Friday, Mr W. Shiiley 
caught twenty perch at Ihiupp. On Monday, Mr. English, in the Waterperry 
district, bagged several fine chub with crayfish tail, amongst them a beauty ol 
31b. 13. 0z. On Tuesday, in the Lower Cherwell, Mr. S. Davis had fifteen good 
roach ; and on Wednesday, Mr. Wallace, in one of the higher reaches ot the 
river, a fine carp, scaling 7 ]b.; Mr. Davis, in the Lower Clierwell, bringing a 
fine eel of 3 1b. 7 oz. to bank, and having a small jack, completely denuded of 
flesh by a much bigger specimen of the same fish, which seized his little brother 
as he was being drawn to ban':.—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Chichester. 


During the past week some excellent sport has been had among the bieam, 
who have takeu sentles welt, Krom ten to twelve pound bags have rewarded 
those piscators who fish from early noon till dewy eve. The lower part of the 
cana 1s now a mess of mud, the barge traffic beiug almes* at a standstill. A 
spot well cleared with the ‘‘ grubs’’ and ground bai e! will reward the mo t 
ardent rodster, heevy fish abounding. Weather this (Thursday) evening warm 
and showery.—GnorcE I, SatrEr. 


Chingford. 
At Mr. Bayley’s water at Chingford, a gentleman took ten pounds of roach 
on Monday, gth July. Several fine chub taken, and roach are still on the feed. 
Lots of fine cels nave been taken du ing the week, and the water is in very tins 


condition. 
Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

We have had ro fishermen for this last week until to day, and the sport is 
very poor. Mr. E. Lawson, 5}1b.; Mr. Ross, 6 brace, each with wo:m.— 
A. GLASS, 

Dove. 


The river has been running ail the week in good height and colour, and ‘we 
have had many anglers out, most of whom have done well, particularlyamongst 
coarse fish, Barbel, bream, chub, perch, roach, dace and eels have been tak- 
ing the maggot and cockspur worm very freely, while the lures that have 
succeeded best on the surface in the coloured water are the whistler and red 
caterpillar. Barbel have now reached their customary haunts as this time of the 
year, namely, the deep swims, and they should there be fished for, and nowhere 
else. There are a great number of salmon about on the lower lengths 
of the river. The weather continues somewhat unsettled ; but it is not unfavour- 
able to angling and I think pruspects for next weet are excellent.—THE 


SPLODGER. 
Exe (Exeter), 


I have not heard of much being done amongst the spotted beauties, bu! some 
nice baskets of perch have been taken in tte river near the Cowley Biidge 
Junction, and in the canal most y with a red worm in addition to some nice 
eels. Mr, Parkhouse’s son maaaged to capture a pike over 17 lb weight, and- 
it wasexhibited in a bazaar the day captured; it was taken from the Tiverton 
and Barlescombe Canal (preserved wa'ers). —J. A. Kutuuy, 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fi hing has been rather slack this week, the weather some days being 
unfavourable, when boating parties have gone down off the Bull, and caught 
quite a variety of fish—biz bream, whiting, gurnet, pollock, thornback and 
conger eels. There have been very few fish caught at the Spillers this week; a 
shark over 5 foot was caught on Saturday night. The sport from the rocks 
and je ty is very good, several ling 15 1b. each, eels and whiting are caught on 
evenings by amateurs fishing with hand lines, Weather squally.—h. ComEr. 


Laxes of Killarney. 


We have had a great deal of rain here for the last f.w days, which spoils the 
lake fishing for the present, but it will bring a great deal of salmon into the 
lakes. As we had not a flood for some time, duting the last week, there was 
fair sport between the few rods that were out. Mr. John Ross got sixteen” 
salmon during the past week ; Mr. Hodder, eight salmon, for six days; Thade 
Marsh, five salmon; John Robert, three salmon; Eugene Cournane, four 
salmon. There has been a good rise on the trout for the last few days, but 
the heavy rain has stopped them. ‘The best taking flies are orange grou e, 
March brown, silver horn, green grouse, covdung, and red spinner. D C.— 
Co!tsman, jun., got tbree salmcn on Flesk; Mr. Holdane, one, 1441b., on the 
Lawn; Tim M‘Carthy, one, 16} 1lb.—T1im M CArTHy. , 


Lark and Ouse. 


Angling has now fairly. commenced in the-e waters. Bream are now — 
‘nicely on,” also.oach. Some very fair baskets of fish have been tasen_ 
during the past week. Mr. William Howlett, of Newmarket, to-day (11thj, 
{ shing in the Ouse, took a nice lot of rix dozen bream and 1oach, also some 
very fine bleak. The weeds are cut, and the water in very good condition for 
fishing. We may just add, by the way, that Mr. Hwlett’s name has been 
added to the list of commi'tee for the Cambridge and bly Angling Society, 
Newmarket district, and tickets may be obtained from him for permis:ion to 
fish his preserved waters.—E. W. WOoDWELL. 


Lea (Ponde1’s End). 


The water is in fine condition for roach, Mr. J. Woodie having taken 12 1b. 
on ‘Thursday last. There was also.a good take on the 8th. The grass is cut :m 
my fie'd, so anglets can go there now,—H. PUDDICOMBE. : 


Lea (Rye House), ! 
Fishing been ra her dull this week ; the water is very bright. There were a 
few roach taken on the 12th inst; nothing during the week.—WuLLIAM 
COWELL. 
Lea (Tottenham), 
Mr. Ha:lewood, to 1b. of perch; Mr. Thoine, sume very fine roach, several 
over } Ib. each, gross weight 8 lb. ; Mr. Henstock, some nice chub with the fly; 
Mr. Robson, 6 lb. of dace from the bottom pool; Mr. Phillips, one ve-y five eel 


The rains of late have replenished the river, and fishing has greatly revived, | weighing 2} 1b. The roach are now on in the old 1iver.—JosrpH D Gay, 
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Lea (Ware). 

The rain of the last two days has brought the water into good condition, it 
having been too bright in the early part of the week for much sport. There 
heve been some good roach taken, and one gentleman made a basket of over 
20 1b. weight of various fish. The cold wind of the last few days has not been so 
favourable for the trout fishing, and the mornings and evenings have been rather 
too cold for the fish to rise. The weather to-night looks more sett!'ed, so the 
prospect of some good sport may be expected.—H. W. STARLING. 


Lea (White House). 


Notwithstanding the extreme brightness of the water, several good takes of 
reach have been reaiised during the last fortnight, the supply of eels have also 
been satisfactory. Every section of a river suitable for a fly is sure to be 
provided for by some local fly-dresser, whose handicraft means death to the 
fish. Such is exhibited here by Mr. Bennett, whose skill in fly-tying is only 

- equalled by the adroitness with which the sham insects are presented to the fish, 
much to the consternation of the dace and chub, for whose particular palates 
our angling friend 1s so generously artistic. —G, BERESFORD. 


Leicester. 


Considering the disadvan'ageous weather we have experienced during the past 
‘few days, anglers have mustered out in greater numbers than could possibly 
have been expected. On most days lately, we have had heavy thunderstorms. 
Jn the soc’ety’s waters on Saturday, a large number were fishing the Soar and 
Csnal, and taking into consideration the quantity fishing, the sporc was hardly 
up to the usual standard. Mr, M. Pratt hal the best take of about 8lp. of 
roach, and this angler had about 61b. of this kind of fish on Monday. Other 
baskets averaged from 3b. to 51b. Mr. Wiikie, jun., had a fine take of perch 
at Syston on Tuesday, the largest fish weighing 2lb.30z. From a neighbouring 
waz, Mr, Hardy, sen., secured a capital lot of perch, the largest, which was 
weivhed in at Mr. Chamberlain’s, the Earl of Leicester Hotel, Infirmary Square, 
we'ghing 21b.140z. At Barrow-on-Soar the bream fishing is very quiet, and 
I hear of a few gentlemen who have been at the bream holes at Thrapstone, but 
did not meet with any success. From the Wreake reports are to hand of 
some good takings of roach and perch. The weather to-night (Thursday) is 

‘showery.—ALERT. 

Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water has been in first-rate condition, but fish have not been well on the 
fe d but there have been some decent bags of fish on well-baited swims. One 
Londen angler last Friday secured five dozen reach, but nothing of any size. 
Some good bream have been taken and also chub. To-day (Thursday) it has 
teen raining very heavily, which. I am afraid will discolour the water if not, 
s; ort will be fast and furious.—Ye# MEDWay WATER Rat. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This river has not returned to its proper state, consequently little has been 
done in the piscatorial departments as far as fly fishing is concerned. The 
stream has not resumed its natural colour and is too high at present to do 
much good. Complaints con:inue to be made respecting the netting of this 
rver. On Monday a couple of men secured a number of fish, amongst the fish 
were 4 pixe, which weighed respecuively 4 1b., 61b., 631b., and 941b. Perch, 
grayling, and trout are all taken by the netters, who visit even the pond in the 
neizhbourhood of the Borough. ‘The quarterly meeting of the Shrews- 
bury Angling Society was held on Thursday at the hon. sec’s., 59 Mardol. Mr. 
Grezory handed to Mr. Morgan, Hon. Sec., two guineas for a special prize 
for the best gross weights of fish taken at the first ‘‘outing’ of the club It 
was decided to hold three *‘ outings’? during the year. One at the end of the 
present month, one in September, and one in June next year; £5 was granted 
out cf the fund of the society for prizes ; a balance of £12 os. 7d. was declared 
in the treasurer's hands. Altogether the society is progressing satisfactorily, — 
SALOPIA, 

Suir and itsTiibutaries, Clonmel (Ireland). 


Ti e fishermenare, like the farmers, never satisfied as regards the weather. 
Some time ago we longed for rain, and now we are complaining that we have 
too much of it. We have occasional showers, which keep the river sti'l dirty ; 
however no doubt but it will make the fishing the better af-er a little time. 
Vast numbers of salmon and peel are ascending the river, so that th» upper 
wuters must now be fully stocked. After a long rest, owing to low water, the 
co men are again at work, and getting on an average as many as fourteen during 
the day. The rodmen are anxiously waiting for the water to clear to have good 
sport. The run of salmon up the Suir this year has been something wonderful. 
The oldest fishermen say that they donot remember them being so plentiful 
for the past forty years. ‘The trout fishing is not at all so good as last year, 
Lut willimprove after this rain——Dora. 


Taff, Ely and Cardiff District. 


Although rain has frequently fallen dming the week the trout streams 
thr.ughout this distr’ct have appreciably diminished in bulk, and -with the 
wate.s presenting a decidedly fine and glossy aspect, sport has naturally been 
on a retrospective line. Since my last despatch, up to Tuesday night, the 
r.vers were well nigh deserted ; but the prospects of a fresh on Wednesday 
moruing induced several members of the Cardiff Anglers’ Association to visit 
their watersin the Ely. With two exceptions, however, they were dsomed to 
di-appointment, for a'though a good breeze sippled the deep pools, there was 
a Jack of colour, and the fish were remarkably wary and shy. More fortunate 
than his confreres, Mr. J. Manders, a ve‘eran sportsman, succeeded in landing 
twelve decent trout at Peterstone, with the cowdung fly, and Mr. C. B. Davies 
captured half-a-dozen at Llantrissant, using the cock. Al!together the other 
rods raised a very poor average, and it 1s very evident that nothing short of 
twelve hours’ steady rain will suffice to put the Ely waters in anythingapproaching 
good fishing order. The alder, blue dun, and pale evening dun are the flies the 
best on, but the fish are awfully particular just now. The Taff, being a 
very late 1iver, its season has scarcely well opened yet. It is now running in 
fair v-lume, and will undoubtedly attract a goodly number of the cracks 
next week. Coarse fishing very quiet; no reports of any description to hand. 


—HORSINGTON, 
Teme (Ludlow.) 


The weather has been very changeable, thouzh not so bad as to prevent the 
nycr side being visired. The storms of rain have done a deal of good in 
T-p enishing the streams. Up the Leintwardin waters twenty nine tine fish 
we ec landed on Tuesday. A gentleman on Monday, in the same portion of the 
Teme, caught with the fly some fifteen nice trout. We saw ave and a ha'f 
brace of trout caught in the Corree with the wasp grub; they weighed + 1b. each. 
There are the first fish I have seen caught with wasp grub this season.- One of 


the night-liners, named Baldwin, was detected laying lines in the On y, and was 
fined £1 7s. 10d., on Monday, by the Ludlow magistrates. There is a prospect 
of good sport when the weather settles down. A gentleman staying at Ash- 
ford, on the river Teme, after four days’ fly-fishing, numbered fifty-one fine 
trout, all caught with the fly, near Ashford. Fish are very plentiful down to 
Ashford Mill. On Tuesday, a splendid trout, weighing between 2 and 3 1b, 
was pulled out of the Teme, nearly opp site the Moss House, on the Ludford 


side,—SALOPIA. 
Thames (Chertsey)- 


Three days’ fishing, nine dozen of dace, a few roach, five perch (put back’, 
and one bream In a few days I hope to see the river settled down. Now 
Henley Regatta is over, and a more quiet fishing to be had, I hope to be 
able to seud better news next week.— JAMES HASLETT. 


Thames (Goring). 


Water in good order for all-round fishing, but the fish are not on much. 
We have been taking a few biibel and one trout of 5 lb, five jack, and # few 
good roach, largest jack 4 lb, and four dozen roach and dace—roach .coming 
on better.—JOHN KosH. 

Thames (Oxford). 


With cooler weather and finer water the fish have began to go fairly well, 
especia ly the chub and perch, which are biting freely at crayfish tails, worms, 
and minnows. Several good bags have been made during the past wee’ in and 
around Oxford. The question of preserving the magnificent fisheries belongi g 
to the city is now on the ¢afis, and the Angling Society have petitioned the 
Thames Conservancy to grant deputations as honorary: river-keepers to twelve 
of their members, and it is also contemplated to amalgamate with the Oxford 
branch of the Thames Angiing Preservation Society, and form one strong pre 
servation society from the two bodies, and so put an end to the inordinate 
p aching which is now being carried on. On Monday, Messrs. Whettcn and 
Kelson had three fine chub from the Oxney water, going respectively 2}, 14, and 
1lb., together with six perch, one a beau yofrlb. On Friday, Mr. Kelson, 
in the same place, eighteen roach and dace. Mr. George Payne, above the 
burnt tree, four perch, one scaling 2 lb. 3 oz., and below Iffley, Mr. Mallet, 
with a minnow, took eight perch, and a roach about # Ib. in weight ; and at 
Medley Lock, Mr. Craddock grassed a fine perch just over 21b. On Saturday 
the hon. sec. of the Oxford Angling Society distinguished himself by bringing 
home a perch of just 21b. 20z. Messrs. Taylor and Soanes also bagged 
fourteen fair fish. On Monday. above Wolvercott, Messrs. Haslop and Dickin- 
son landed three jack, going 35, 24, and 2 lb., besides a perch of lb. On 
Tuesday, Mr. Kelson and friends, trom some private water, had a large bag of 
mixed fish, averaging as follows :—Tecch, thirteen, 2 lb. each; jack, four, 4 1b; 
bream, nine, 1} lb.; eels, three small; roach, forty-eight; trout, two, 1 ib., 
31b., and two Io oz,—MEDLEY TROUT. 


Thames (Rich nond@). 


The river is in fair condition now for fishing, and the dace are feeding well, 
although the greater part of them are not sizable, there is on average from 6 
to 8 dozen sizable ones taken each day per punt. The fishermen that are fish- 
ing now are K.it Brown, E. Brown, Job Brain, H. Howard, and Cocoa 
Bransell, who are out nearly every day, and to prevent any on? coming down 
and not being able to secure a punt, it would be as well to drop a line before- 
hand to save disappointment.—JoHN BUSHNELL. 


Thames (Shepperton.) 


Water is very low and not in such good coudition owing to the dryness of 
the weather; but there will be a better prospect for fishing after the raia that is 
faling to-day. Sport during the week:—F. Purdue, 3 days, 13 dozen of 

udgeon and 2 dozen of roach; H Purdue, one day, 3 dozen roach and dace; 
Vv. House in one day 9} dozen roach and dace, some very fine ones; myself 
in 3 days, 8 dozen roach and dace, 1 bream, 31b., 1 eel of 1lb., anda chub of 
1lb., 3 dozen gudgeon and 2 small perch, returned to the Thames.—W. 
ROGERSON. 
Thames (Staines). 


One of the best takes of fish was that of 2 gentleman fishing with Charles 
Hone, and in one day catching seven barbel, the largest 3 lb.; six chub, the 
largest 23 lb.; one perch of 1 lb.; andatrout of 21lb. This gentleman has 
taken six trout at Staines since the commencement of the general angling 
season, in addition to other good sport; but I have not succeeded in finding his 
name as a supporter of [Thames Preservation.—G. 


Thames (Sunbury)- 


Messrs. T. and A. Strond have had all their boats pretty well employed; the 
best take five dozen of good roach and dace, and four bream weighing 71b, E, 
Clark and sons, in the week, four jack weighing 8 1b., three barbel weighing 
8 lb., five brace of perch weighing 71b., and seventeen dozen of rach and dace. 
The reported capture last week of a fine trout of 16} 1b was false, although 
the information came from a good source, and was confirmed by the lock- 


keepers.—M. 
Taames (Waltos). 


July 5th, J. Hone, three bream and one jack; Mr. Slade, fi-hing from th 
bank, a jack, 61b. 7th, G. Hone, sen., five dozen roach, several weighing 1 1b , 
and one bream. 8th, G. Hone, jun., with two gentlemen, ten dozen roachant 
dace ; G. Hone, sen., five dozen roach, one dozen perch, and one bream. 9th, 
G. Hone, jun., with a gentleman, nine dozen roach and dace and one bream; 
G. Hone, sen., with Mr. Mackerell, two bream, one perch, and one roach; 

. Hone, with a gentleman, one dozen bream and three dozen roach and dace ; 
a resident landed three bream, weighing together 10} lb. roth, G. Hone, sen., 
four bream, four perch, and twelve roach; G. Hone, jun., with three gentle- 
men, seven dozen roach anddace. 11th, G. Hone, sen., two bream and two 
dozen roach; G. Hone, jun., seven dozen roach and dace. Considering the 
good state of the water, the takes have been'small. A hei'thy rain has failen, 
and all are confident of sport.—OLD SWAN. 


Trent (Newark.) 


Since sending off my last report the weather has heen a little better, and 
anglers who bad the time could ply the craft with some little chance of success. 
Sport has not been good, though, on the Lower Trent ; the water has been 
in fui-ish condition, but owing to circumstances that cannot be very well ex- 
plained gcod sport has been the exception and not the rule. ne angler had 
16 Ib. of breem, another had a nice dish of roach and dace, and a few minor 
catches came under my notice—the maggot being the most successful bait for 
the above-mentioned fish. A few odd barbel have been killed with worm, and 
afew fair chub have. been grassed. Prospects look improving every diy. 
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Water in fairish condition, and with fine weather the Lower Trent should give 
a fair account of itself—Tux Trent OrrTer. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Anglers have been unusually busy during the week, and on Thursday the 
river was running at about as low as I have seen it run since the season 
opened. Shardlow, of the higher reaches, has met with special attention at the 
hands of the barbel rodsters since Tuesday, and the swims, not exactly the deep 
ones, have yielded some very nice fish. At Weston the charge for angling in 
the highest reach of the three has been reduced to 12s. 6d. per rod, and the 
more experience j of the craft are generally to the fore witha few inches on. In 
a low water, like the present, it is very little good at all. It was in this : allot- 
ment that Bailey, of Nottingham, was beaten by Woodard of London in the 
second heat of the celebrated roach match fished between the two some years 
ago. Chub have been caught with the cadbait near Sawley, and some better 
class ones were taken on Tuesday and Wednesday at Stoke. Eels have ceased 
running, and as yet very few roach appear to have been caught. As to salmon 
running up the Soar, as referred to by ‘‘ Limpus,”’ I only the other day spoke 
to a local water bailiff on the subject, and he assured me that throughout a long 
career he had never seen one in that tributary.—THr MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


Although there have been a succession of nice waters both for fly and bottom 
fishing, no very good baskets have come under my notice during the past 
week; the best catches have been effected by means of maggot. The red ant 
dressed small is my favourite fly during the present month, and I have also 
killed a good many dace with a fancy fly which was sent to me for a trial by 
Mr. 8. Suttle, of Otley ; the body is composed of gold tinsel, and it is dressed 
as a hackle fly, with a featner from a brown owl’s wing. I have noticed fre- 
quent applications in these pages for a good dace fly, and can strongly recom 
mend the above.—FRrANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


Witham and Drains. 

Since my last the waters have run down well, and except for the prevalence 
of weeds in many-of the drains, particularly the shallow ones, the condition is 
prime. In many places anglers have done extremely well for the time of year, 
but the sun being so powerful in the day time, little has been done from say 
g a.m. until 5 p.m. From 5 a.m. to 7 a.m, some rare fish have been caught. 
Before 8 a.m. on Tuesday, Mr. Tyler, of Nottingham, made up a mixed bag of 
173 lb., and a friend who was with him Io lb., the latter including a roach of 
14 1b., onthe Mount Drain; and several‘on the Cowbridge Drain had bags of 
from Io lb. to 15 lb. each. At Bunker's Hill, some anglers had 4 bit of rare 
sport among roach, eels, and tench, but their bags were not weighed when my 
informant left them. From the Hobhole I hear agaia some good reports, Mr. 
Latham and Mr. Broughton both did well, whilst at Leake and Freiston there 
were numerous strangers from Sheffield, Nottingham, and other places, who 
had varying success, On the Forty Foot, several good anglers were out piking, 
and gained many fairly good fish. Among the best I may mention four by Mr. 
J. Smith, his best being one of 5+1b.; and three by Mr. Overton, his best being 
one of 63 lbs. Perch and eels have also been taken on this Drain during the 
week. Capital perch were made up at Leake, one angler, Mr. McMillan, taking 
seventeen one day, with several over 1 lb. each. At Miningsby Reservoir, a 
couple of anglers hooked fifty bream, running up to 14 1b. each, as well as a lot 
of eels. The Witham was not in order for fishing until Monday, and then 
nothing grand. Pike have been taken at Southery and at Tattershall, and on 
Tuesday there was a large take of bream reported from below Dogdyke. Good 
sport may be anticipated now for some time, wea‘her permitting, particularly 
morning and evening.—THE YELLow BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent: 


Both rivers continue to be in first-class order for fly-fishing, but I am very 
sorry to say sport, as arule, has been but very middling, especially in the 
middle of the day, and only small creels have been the order of the day. The 
best feeding times are early in the morning and then again in the evening, from 
g a.m. till9 p.m. Bumbles, yellow dun, and red flies are all killing fish. The 
bottom fishers on the Derwent are doing very little; eels are running well 
now: a good many have been killed lately on night lines about Matlock. 
Sport on the ponds has been very fair during the week with the fly. The black 
gnat and red flies being well taken. Weather very unsettled, rain hanging 
about.—Gxo. Jas. Eaton. 


Yare (Norwich). 


Angling can now be said to have made a fair start. Some capital catches of 
roach and bream have been had during the past week. On Monday last, Mr. 
Hessey, of Bradford, took about 3 stone of bream at Cantley, and some good 
fish have been taken near Norwich, quite up to the old city. Last Thursday 
evening, one was hooked and landed near the iron bridge at Carrow, which 
weighed upwards of 41b, This morning (Wednesday) I saw some caught at the 
same spot which weighed 2 1b, and upwards, I rather fancy those who keep 
up stream at present will have the best chance for‘all-round sport. Buckenham 
is evidently the favourite spot with the best clubs, for to-morrow the Champion 
Angling Club hold their first match there; their annual match is to be fished 
at the same place on August 2nd, while the Norwich Angling Club has again 
voted Buckenham for the contest which comes off on Tuesday, August 14th. 
T look forward to very much larger takes in the matches this year than usual, if 
“* Jumbo,” the Yarmouth steamboat, does not spoil the sport. The wind and 
weather are everything that can be desired.—ROBERT MOLE. 


Yore (Hawes). 

Anglers have been able to indulge in their hobby to their hearts’ content 
lately, and to a certain extent successfully. A few good fish have been had. I 
got a brace with fly on the Sth inst., the best fish I have killed this season. A 
light bloa, dressed, from the underside of moor-poult’s wing, with yellow body, 
was the inducer. I wonder how many cowl net licences have been taken out 
in this district. Ihear of one individual I could name having taken over 100 
fish (I believe the number was 109) the other week, when the river was in flood, 
and most of them were small ones under 4b. I-should imagine nothing is 
being done to enfore the regulations of the Board of Conservators. If a 
watcher were sent up between Yore Bridge and Hawes when the water was in 
big flood, he would be sure to drop across one or other at work. It would be 
better if two watchers were sent, so that they could take both sides of the 
river. We have an abundance of small trout and grayling, and if this whole- 
sale netting were stopped the river would soon regain its normal condition 
with respect to takeable fish. ‘With all due respect to our friend, Mr. Ford, I 
really thought that at Richmond the trout would certainly be larger than those 


up in the Swale, say about Thwaite, and up in Sleddale. The fish © 
of the Cotter are of the same species as those of the Swale, and when one 
gets down as far as Hawes even, they very quickly increase in growth until they 
are as large as a natural bred Yore trout. The fish of the Cotter, though not 
in their own water, being as large as their brethren of the Yore, are much 
more gamey, and fight, I had almost said, three times as hard. I got threa 
brace of very nice fish on Monday evening with the fly mentioned above, The 
music of the clipping shears are to be heard in nearly every fold yard. Hay- 
time will be fully a fortnight back. Fly-fishing is the mode far excellence at 
present for anglers. The water has stirred almost every night for a week, but 
has never been thicker than a nice fly water. Many nice dishes have been 
taken by anglers who have been out the day through. I hear that the part of 
the river known as the ‘‘ Sandy Wheel”? is literally swarming with fish. This 
part is so effectually spiled that netting is an impossibiity. As the season 
advances the fish will make forward, and then we may expect an improvement 
n our sport up here.—JOSEPH Corry. 





WIMBLEDON PARK LAKE. 


I PAID a visit to this water on the 8th. I started from Vauxhall to 
Wandsworth,—return ticket 6d.—passed through the town, over the 
bridge that spans the Wandle, and up the Merton Road into the 
Wimbtedon Park Road, from where I could see the lake, but very few — 
anglers. I crossed the meadows, and near the house I soon © 
discovered anglers as thick as flies on a lump of sugar, and rods 
poking out between the trees and bushes like guns on a fort in war 
time. The footpath being rather narrow just here, it was_with 
difficulty that I avoided treading on one or tumbling over the other. 
IT inquired the amount of sport they had had. I was informed that 
one had got about 15 lb., several others had-got 5 Ib., 6 lb., and 8 Ib. 
each, nearly all bream. Mr. Gafney had five nice fish, As I was 
passing along, I heard a voice calling out ‘‘‘ Pixie,’ I have got one at 
last’ ; and turning round I beheld ‘‘ The Showman,” who had so 
many blanks last season. Go where he would he could not get a fish 
that would measure according to the standard. He had one on this 
occasion that headed the standard, with several inches to spare, and 
thus broke the “‘ blank” spell. ‘* Why are you all on top of each 
other ?”’ [asked, referring to their being so close together, whilearound 
the remaining part of the lake not a soul was tobeseen. ‘“ You 
know this is the best side here, and you can get some 8 and Io feet 
of water, while over there it is so shallow that you can only get about 
12 inches of water with a very long rod; and another thing, the fish 
feed here. Why, last Sunday evening it took me and my friend all 
our time—me to land the fish and he to take the hooks out ; and the 
total amount of fish taken among the lot that was here must have 
been over 80 lb., and there were only a few of us here then.” ‘ How 
far do you have to go for refreshments ?” I asked, beginning to get 
thirsty. ‘You can get a nice cup of tea at the house for 2d., and it 
is more refreshing than beer this werther.’’ Acting on this advice, I 

was soon getting outside of a jug of tea and some bread and butter, 
which I must admit deserved all the praise that my informant had 
givenit. Having‘‘refreshed,”’ I passed through the copse thatlined the 

side of the lake, and came out into the meadow on the left-hand side 

of the lake, which I found very shallow; but, by fishing ‘‘ The Harp 
style,” I think fish could be got here just as well as on the other side. 

My opinion of the lake is, that it islike some associations ‘‘ that I wot 
of ’—open to improvement; but, considering that it is so close to 
London, I do not think that the expense of fishing it is at all ex- 
orbitant—ts, a day, or £2 2s. a year. On this occasion I expected to 

see it more patronised than it was. I do not think that there were 

more than 60 fishermen, friends, wives, sweethearts, and babies 

present. Returning through the copse I came to a fence, each side of 

which wasa short iron ladder, which served the purpose of a stile, over 

which I passed into a new road leading into the Merton Road, close 

to The Woodman. It being now 8 o’clock I “refreshed,” and then 
made off for Wandsworth, which I reached in time to catch the 8.44 
train to Vauxhall. PIXIE, 





THE directors of the London and County Advance and Discount 
Company, Limited, have decided to pay a dividend of 10 per cent, 
— annum, free of income tax, for the half-year to the 30th June 
ast. : : 

NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 20,132, making a total 
for last week of 78,525. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 688,278. 

FARRINGDON FISH MARKET.—We are pleased to hear, through 
one of the buyers for one of the principal restaurants, that the 
Markets Committee have given another proof of their desire to make 
this market a success, by doing away with the absurd restrictions 
that so much hampered the Official Salesman, with regard to the 
time at which he might break bulk. We also learn with great satis- 
faction that nearly every shop in the interior of the market is either 
let or applied for, and that consignments are being sent direct from 
Grimsby, or other sea-ports, to other salesmen in the new market 
besides the Official Salesman.—Cvzzty Press. 

EFFECTS OF THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—Little Wife (indig- 
nant—she had just let him in, 12.30 midnight) : ‘‘I can’t understand 
why you gave me the slip to-day, you unmanly wretch!” He 
“‘Sush a place that Fish’riesh Exsh’bish’l, my dear! Shimply 
couldl’t find yer. Went Shiberie, ’n Shina—not there—Sphain—not 


there! Lifeboash. ’Freshmensh—” (this seems to remind him)— 
é F ist diller, ver’ sheap—but makesh y’ uncom’ly shirshty !! ’’— 
unch. 


/ 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





R.C. D.— We cannot say that we have ever heard of minute fresh-water shell- 
' fish Jixe those you send being found in barbel; but we do not see anything 
extraordinary in it, as the barbel is a ground feeder, and in making a meal 


off young shoots of water plants or grabbing for larvze, might easily take in 


these shellfish (minute whelks as you call them) ; or, like the trout, per- , 


haps he likes them. —Ep. 

ANGLING AT CHICHESTER.—In reply to young anglers the water at Chichester 
is free on the towpath side The best part at present is below Don- 
nington ; for baits, gentles, or paste. Mr. G, F. Salter, Hon. Sec. of the 
Chichester Angling Society, whose address is East-street, will give you 
any information on the spot. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


- 


[Through pressure on our space we have to hold over several letters this 
week.—ED. ] 


THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 
S1r,—I enclose cheques value £5 5s. for Mr. Brougham, as I do not know 
his address. I shall be obliged if you will hand the same to him. 
An acknowledgment in the GAZETTE will oblige.—I am, &c., 
: E. J. WItueERS. 
P.S.—The amounts are from :— 
: gle Resta 
Mr. E. J. Withers An a a ages ea) 
Mr. Jno. C. Tnnes se re ac T olen O 
Mr. E. W. Musto a ve ee Po 
[ We have sent the cheques on to Mr. Brougham, It is an ill wind which 
blows no one any good.—ED. | 





THAMES PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 

S1r,—Having lived in Shepperton for over 14 years, I can fully endorse all 
that has been written by ‘‘Themes’”’ in his two letters to your paper with re- 
ference to G. Rosewell fishing by himself.—I am, &c., 

ANGLER. 

P.S.—I enclose my name and address. 





THAMES PROFESSIONALS. 

- Str,—My advice to Thames professionals is, ifyou want to know where the 
trout are, spin or troll for them without hook on the bait, and, above all things, 
do nottake a gentleman to catch that trout you have already caught.—I am, 
&e., ; JoHN Fostrr. 

Caythorpe, Lowdham, Notts. 





FLIES FOR THE NORTH OF IRELAND. 

Str,—Could any of your readers give me any information respecting flies 
suitable for fishing for salmon and trout in the North of Ireland during the 
coming autumn ?—I am, &c., PiIsCATORIAL, 

[ We hope some Nish correspondents will kindly answer this.—ED. ] 





PERCH DISEASE, 

Srr,—In answer to your correspondent, — Cuthbert, Esq., of Hull, I 
should feel extremely obliged to that gentleman if he would take a glass of the 
water out of the fountaia to a good chemist, have the same analysed, and, with 
your permission, publish the result in your paper. By so doing he will greatly 
oblige yours truly, Mark ANTONY. 


: COARSE FISH AS FOOD FOR SALMONIDZ:, 

Sir,— On Saturday, the 7th inst., I caught, late in the evening, with a sedge 
fly, a trout of 1 lb. weight, which, when opened, was found to contain no fewer 
than twenty-nine minnows, SAML, P. RATCLIFF, 

Burton-on-Trent, 10th July. 





THE TOURNAMENT. 
Str,—I have received a very nice jack rod from Messrs. Carter and Sons, as 
a prize won by me in the Welsh Harp Tournament, on June ir. Will you 
kindly acknowledge the same for me in this week’s GAZETTE, and you will 
greatly oblige P—I am, &c., W. H. PLumprton, jun. 





j NETTING AT AMBERLEY. 

S1r,—With regard to the meeting at Amberley, on Thursday, June 14 
(close season), I am afraid it is only too true. I walked many miles recently 
along the banks of the Arun without seeing a decent fish rise. Now, 
this is yery different from last season ; fine fish were then priming about, both 
with the incoming and outgoing tide. Iam told the nets were staked across 
the river at Houghton Bridge. As roach, &c., in tidal rivers work up in shoals 
with the tide, by this sort of netting the river could be completely divested of 
its fish in a few tides. 

Roach of 2 1b. will soon be worth their weight in gold, unless we have an 
Aet (put in force) to abolish netting entirely. ~ 

One thing I should like to know: What is done with the fish? Do they go 
i pegedebton Aquarium to feed other fishes, or are they put upon the 
ands 

Only fancy 2 Ib. roach being used for manure, and yet we have a Mundella 
Act and a Fisheries Exhibition in 1883.—I am, &c., F, MAtcom. 

40, Ludgate Hill. 

P.S,—Towards Pulborough rather better sport was obtained. 





THE NETTING AT AMBERLEY. 

S1r,—Have you heard anything about the netting going on at Amberley 
thisseason ? I believe they were netting again last Saturday. It seems to me 
a great pity, as the river Arun, if the nets were kept out, would afford good 
fishing to great numbers of working men during the summer months, when it 
is so difficult to find any other river where fish will feed the first part of the 


season—the roach from this river being exceptionally large. 
done in the matter ? : 

I would sooner catch a brace of Arun roach than a boxful of ‘¢ bits of tin ’’ 
from the Thames.—Iam, &c., 


Can anything be 


JAmMeEs Luxon. 
[We have heard a great deal about the netting at Amberley, and should like 
to know if there is any truth in the suggestion that it is done at the instigation 
of certain local landowners, who object to the visits of London anglers and 
holiday-makers.—ED ] 





NETTING ON THE 16TH OF JUNE. | 

S1r,—As we are now at the expiration of the spawning season, I wish to draw 
the attention of all parties who are interested in angling to the wholesale 
manner in which coarse fish are netted immediately the 16th June arrives. 

At this period of the year, when all coarse fish have just done spawning, 
they repair to shallow streams, and particularly to the bottom of weirs, where 
they will congregate together by thousands to rub themselves npon the sand 
and gravel. There are lots of places of this kind that I know of where tons of 
fish of all kinds are taken out by poachers, even in broad daylight, in the 
presence of crowds of people, and no one interferes. 

I have known the salmon-fishers take nets and haul out fish by the boat-load, 
from 41b. upwards, and destroy vast quantities for the sake of the few shillings 
that they get from the buyers. I scarcely can believe that the owners of the 
salmon fisheries are aware of this, or they would not.a!low it, as most of them 
are gentlemen who are fond of sport. 

Iam, however, glad to say that the Yorkshire Fishery Board have put a 
licence on nets in their county, and it is to be hoped that the police authorities, 
water -bailiffs, and others, who know of netting going on, will compel the 
netters to produce their special licence—not the licence to net for salmon, but 
that issued by the Yorkshire Fishery Board; and, if they fail in doing so, that 
they will have the offendezs punished.—I am, &c., } 

; A SPORTSMAN. - 





“ SALOPIA’S ” NOTES. 

S1r,—It is a great gratification to read such a good account of the fishing 
last Tuesday in the Severn, ‘“‘down the stream to Uffington,’’ given by 
“‘Salopia”’ in this week’s GAZETTE. 

Knowing the ground well I, along with many brother anglers, cannot resist 
the temptation to doubt the landing of the ‘‘ seventeen nice trout.’’ Such news, 
I am afraid, is really ‘‘ too good,”” 

However, for the encouragement of local anglers who do not fare so well, 
will ‘* Salopia’’ kindly furnish through the medium of your columns the names 
and addresses of the favoured captors, and say whether the fish were taken by 
artificial fly or minnow, or how and where ? 

I quite concur with his remarks as to the netting, which in this neighbour- 
Ee = disgraceful.—I am, &c., A SEVERN GRAYLING. 

July 7. 


FISHING NEAR LITTLEBOURNE. 

Srr,—TI saw in your last issue that your correspondent, Mr. R. B. Marston, 
while trout fishing in the Lesser Stour and the neighbourhood in general, com- 
plains of the want of accommodation for visitors, I can assure him that should 
he or any of his friends again visit Littlebourne he will find everything he wishes, 
both as to bed or board, at Mr. Terry’s King William the Fourth, at the 
above-named vil'age.—I am, &c., GuRs ts 

Littlebourne. 

(Very glad to hear it.—ED.] 





THE CLOSE SEASON. 

Srr,—" L. B.’s’? remarks respecting a general fence season for all fish (ex- 
cepting jack and perch) to extend from March to July is, in my opinion, just 
one month too long. Why fence fish two months before they spawn? It has 
been only to favour the pike this mistake has been made. The bulk of coarse 
fish anglers are roach and bream men. Therefore, Mr. ‘‘ L. B.,”’ please look 
to their interest, and give them the months when their favourite pastime is at 
its best. You ask about the Lea, and mention the fish not feeding. It is 
simply because the river is full of animalculee upon the weeds. Get the pro- 
prietors of the Lea fisheries to drag the river and clear it from weeds, then you 
will get more sport. From what 1 have seen there is no want of fish—in fact, 
to fish all the year round could never hurt the Lea. In conclusion, a three 
month close season is a great mistake that some day will have to be altered ; 
but June, and every day of it, should be the closed month for more reasons 
han one.—I am, &c., HAYMAKER, 





EEL-FISHING IN FENCE MONTHS. 

Str,—Mr. Malcolm, in advocating eel-fishing during fence months in non- 
tidal waters, has enumerated a number of fish not likely to be caught, and he 
has omitted mentioning among that number ‘‘perch.’’ I have no hesitation in 
saying, in the months of April and May, and even June, one dozen perch would 
be caught to one single eel; and not one of these perch could be returned to 
the water, as they would all have gorged the bait, for, as everyone knows, you 
do not strike at once in eel-fishing, and it does not take long for a perch to 
gorge a “lob,” I may mention I am now speaking more especially of the 
Thames.—I am, &c., THAMES. 

June 28. 


< 





FISHING IN WALES.—A WARNING. 

Srr,—A correspondent asks for information respecting angling in 
Wales; and, as I have just come from there, I regard myself as 
appealed to, and give my experience to my unknown brother angler. I started 
a fortnight ago for a spot in North Wales, where I was informed I could have 
free fishing in preserved ‘lakes and streams attached to the hotel.’? These 
‘¢streams and lakes’? consist of waterfalls, which hold a few small, very small, 
trout, and the “lakes”? are over the hills and far away! I saw only one 
«Jake,’’ and this was about the capacity of a pond on Clapham Common, and 
needed as much climbing to get at as the top of St. Paul’s. I am very fond of 
fishing, but I only went up once. Others went up, and came out of the 
eternal mists which seem to reign there empty in every way, and then it was 
whispered, behind their backs, that they could not fish! 

‘‘ Good'angling in the neighbourhood ” for salmon and sewin, then said ‘‘to 
be running up,’’ meant taking a journey in the hotel trap of about twenty-four 
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niles, and costiag something for the provisioning which the hotel had already 
contracted to supply, adding another sovereign a day to the expenses already 
incurred. I shoald strongly advise all visitors to Wales not to board per week, 
for the result of that bargain is, that they are charged for meals they have to 
get out of doors; and ancther-piece of regative advice is, not to employ 
a professional fisherman. . : 

If the angler who goes to Wales desires to have sea air and river fishing, he 
cannot do better than go to Barmouth, in North Wales. I spent the second 
week of my holid»y there, and had every reason to be satisfied. The scenery 
is beautiful beyond description, spinning for bass (with the chance of a salmon 
or sewin) in the estuary of the Mawddach, and the place is the central spot 
for several trout and salmon rivers 

I was very comfortable at the Marine Hotel, which is on the sands, and close 
to the railway sta ion. I should advise lodgings to be taken there for those 
who go to stay more than a week, or where there is more than one in family ; 
and there are plenty to be had up to the end of July. 

Another good fishing station is Pensarn, about seven miles from Barmouth, 
and three miles from Harlech Castle. Tuwyn, which is about midway between 
Barmouth and Aberystwith is, I believe, the nearest point for fishing the 
Dysynni (locally called the ‘‘sonni ’) a tr.ut and salmon river; anda good 
hotel, kept by an Enxlishman of the right sort, is the Corbet Arms, where a 
gre it many anglers stop. The flies I found take best were the coch-a-bondu, 
quill-gnat, and one of Mrs. Ogden Smith's very small imitations of the May- 
fly—an orange-yellow fly. : . 

“I should strongly advise the visitor to Wales not to overlsad himself with 
tackle. A light spinning rod,.a few good gut traces and minnows (such as the 
sole-skin) for the salmon rivers and estuaries, and a very light rod for the trout 
streams, for the trout are very small—mere fingerlings, in fact. The Great 
Western gives great facilities in its tourist tickets to visit a'!l parts of Wales, 
and the possessi n of a ‘‘ tourist-ticket’’ ob’ains for the holder cheap day- 
ticl ets for visiting show places and fishing stations. 

Twelve miles from Barmouth is Dolgetly (pronounced Dolgethly), which is a 
good centre for anvone who is going in solely f.r fishing, and can give up the 
attractions which Nature offers to all sightseers in this de’ightful place. The 
Royal Ship is a good hotel in this town, and there the angler wil obtain all 
in‘o: mation regarding angling. 

The recording angler, commencing a chapter on ‘+ Free Fishing in Wales,”’ 
would have to c.mmence: ‘ There is no free fishing in Wa'es.”’ 

N.B.—Look out for notice boards as to trespassing, or, rather, you need not 
look out forthem, as they obtrude themselves more freely than I have seen 
them in any other part of the three kingdoms.—I am, &c., 

Deux ETOILLEs. 

[‘* Deux Etoilles *’ deserves the thanks of anglers for his timely warning ; at, 
the same time, good fishing may still be had in Wales. Cannoffice is a good 
centre to work from.—Eb. ] 








EXTRAORDINARY TAKE OF FISH.—Mr. Wheatstone commenced 
fishing on Tuesday morning, 3rd inst., and sent up to the Stanley 
Anglers’ club-10om on Wednesday evening eleven tench, heaviest fish 
5 lb., smallest 1} 1b. ; total, 3041b. On Saturday, the 7th, he sent 
thirty-three tench, the seven heaviest averaging 4 lb. 10} oz.; total, 
112; 1b. He also took 18 lb. of roach and perch. Mr. G. E. Walker 
caught, on the gth inst., twenty-five tench, of which, when weighed 
on the following evening, nine scaled over 4 lb , nine over 3 lb., and 
seven over 2 lb.; largest, 4# lb.; smallest, 2} 1b.; or an average of 
over 3 1b. 9 oz. each fish ; total, 8931lb. On the same day, Mr. Walker 
also took some 15 lb. of roach, perch, and dace, of good size, making 
his total for one day’s take 1041b. The total weight of tench taken 
by both gentlemen in five days being 230 lb. 

IMPORTANT PROSECUTION UNDER THE FISHERIES ACT.—At the 
Portsmouth Police Court, July 11th, before W. H. Garrington, Esq., 
Captain McCoy, E, M. Wells and J. Griffin, Esqs., Thomas Cripps, 
fish hawker, of Sussex Street, pleaded guilty to a contravention of 
the Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1878, by exposing for sale during the 
cl se season, viz., between March 15th and June 15th, to wit, on 
June rith, 100 roach. Mr.-H. Wainscot (in the absence of Mr. 
Feltham, the honorary solicitor of the club) prosecuted on behalf of 
the Portsmouth Waltonian Angling Society, whose secretary, Mr. 
William Tranter, was the nominal prosecutor. Mr. Wainscot ex- 
plained that the object of the prosecution was to let people know that 
they must not contravene the Act. They did not press for a heavy 
penalty. Formal evidence of the sale was given by Mr. franter, who 
said that the fish must have been caught by a net, and were not fit for 
food, and if the public only knew of their condition they would never 
purchase them. Defendant said that the fish were bought by Mr. 
Lock, of Titchfield, and they were brought from Titchfield river. Tne 
Bench said as it was the first case of the kind, and defendant was not 
the worst offender, they wou!d only fine, him 15s., including costs. 
The Bench considered the prosecution a most proper one, and 
Based the public were indebted to the society for bringing the cas2 
orward. 





s 
Groncr Jamrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invitet 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard # LIES for the present season. No flies sen 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial isall that is required fiom 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patrenised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendalhooks. Prices ¢ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. O:ders punctual !y 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 








JAMES OGDEN, 
28, WINCHCOMB_ STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCR'PTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES, 


FISHEISG RODS & TACKEEH, 





BULMER’S '*GOSSAMER” DRAWN 


LINES, 


Three yards, 8d. each, 

These are the lines which hive ben so ofren most favour- 
ably spoken of by the Kditor of the FrsutnG Gazette (Mr. 
RB. Marston, who has u ed them in fly-fishing for trout and 
g ayliog forthe l:st two or three sea:o1s; also for roach 


GUT 


W hich are still Leing dressed by the same expe: ienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop | fis)ing, &c. See his not ces in the Gaze TE for Dec. 17,185), 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PAR Coe Se ts. 


June 28, 1>82, July 1, 1882. 
N.B.—To be had stained to suit the tint of any water. 
Specime.s sent post free, od. 

Crystal, Roach, and Sneck bend Hooks on Gossamer Gut 
to Match Lines, 8d. per doz. Best Gut and H.uir Hooks, 6d. 
per cozen. Gut-Lines, 3 yards, 4d. and6d. Hair lines, 3 
yards, 3d. and 4d. each. Gut 6d. per hank; too strips, 12 
inches, 1s. 2d. ; 14 inches, 1s,6d.; (Gossamer Gut, 12 inches, _ 


‘Lhe enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high esti nation in which they are | 3s. 6d.; 14 inches, 4s. 6d. Nottingham Sik Twist, 10 yards, 


Leld by the leading Anglers of tre day. 
JAMES OCGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


is For part culars of which see Artic'e in FisHinc Gaze of March 18, 18 2, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correc t to pattern, will be despatchea by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 





COMFORT IN WALKING. 
T.R. BLURTON &€0.’S 
FASY WIDE WELT 
BOOTS & SHOES * 


Are the most comfoitable. 


Alsz-s in stock. 
Serd for 
trated Catalogue, 
with Dir. ctions 
for SelMeasure- 
ment, 









THE ANGLER S buUT, 


5, 6,7, 8, & 9, Bodksellers’ Row, Strand; and |. 
11, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


SMD Piao 


A LURE AND PLEASA‘T 





iss! Preventive of Bite and Stings of 
Insects, Grats, and Mosquitoes. 


A little, either alone or mixed with water, tu be dabbec on 
the face and hands. 


POST FREE, i4 STAMPS, 


jd. ; stout, qd, Flies on Fine Gut, 1rd. per dozen ; on Gos- 
samer Gut, 1s. 2d per doz. ‘Two fold tackle books, rs, ; 
leather ditto, ts. 9d. Three fold superior, 2s. 6d, 2 inch 
Brass Winch, ts. 9d. 

Vackle Books and Winch by post 7d. extraeach. 

Bamboo Roach and Bream Kods, 15 feet, rung, brazed, 
winch fittings, 2 tons, pack in three, 6s.; 18 feet, 8s. 6d, ; 
20 feet, 10s. 6d.; Fly Rods, 4 joints, 12 feet, 7s. 6d, ; hollow 
butt, 2 tops, 92, Gd. Double jack hook: on gimp, 6 for 8d, 
ts, 3d. per doz. Fine drawn Gut Lines, taperéd to Gossamer 
Gut, #d each. 

P. stage extra on all orders. 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


Columbia Market, London. 


Licey 








This Market will 


DA eeelel) >| 
ON TUESDAY, JULY 17, 1883, 


for the SAL of 


FISH WHOLESALE & RETAIL. 








INDIAN CIGAR’. 





ci RICHINOPOLY, Dintigu!, Barrel, Noble, Burmah, 
and other musters of the very best lobaccos zt¢ czts- 
fully selecied, Especially manufactured for 


THE IND"AN CIGAR DEPOT 


77, New Oxford-street, 





N.B.—We feel cor fidi ht that there are no Indi i 
i a dis 3 
n the English market of such excellent quality. hd eee 


Prepared orly at 


The Old Ennlish i 





Consignments may be sent to 
W. HAYLOCK, 
the Appointed Official Salesman, 
All particulars as to SHOPS and STALLAGE, or any 


LAV E N D E R WAT E R FACTO RY other informaticn, may be obtained upon application to - 


PULBOROUGH, SUSSEX. 


L, A. HARKISON, 
Manager of the Market. 





ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and B. ot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Ts. each. 
Wholesale by Pricr's Patenr CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London. 








TO ANGLERS AND OTHERS. 


(F\HE Anchor Inn, with Homestead and Three Grass 

Fields, to be LET at Michaelmas. The Proprietor has 
occupied the premises ior 19 years. leaving through fail- 
ing health, Well adapted for Fishing Parties. Rent, £15 ‘ 
Licence, £8,—Mr. Grant, Anchor Inn, Hartford, Hunting- 
don, This will bear the strictest inyestigation. f 
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PREVENTION OF R 





VER 





: : ci ] 
Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and al 
purification and freservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


who are interested in the 


AT THE 


Great International 


fama | 1 ° ° e 
Exhibition 
Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A B® PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 


the Water, Certificates of 
Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 


Pamphlets, containing Analysis of 


be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO C°. 
SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST/GREAT EASTERN 





THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting 


The Forest anv Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at uhe head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest ard 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field evperiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. 
ea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 

Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 

Yachting and Canoeing, The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 

well-known angler and fi-hculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forrsr anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 

Published by tne Foresr anp STREAM PuBLISHING COMPANY, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marsron, Seance. and Rivineton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies. 


LO ere * Zs as 


Natural History, 





PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 
CARRIAGE FREE. 


THE 


TROMBONETTE 


( Registered.) 


Any person can now play all the melodies they knew, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 
or TUITION. Thetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarimnet.e, cr sonorous asthe obce, Thus the possessor of 
one of hese charming instruments becomes at once on an 
equality with practised musicians, <nd WITHOUT ANY 
MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER, 

The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 

For Boating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Picnics, and evenings at homeit is invaluable. 

Address -Cuas. MILLER & Sows, 70, Patshull Road, 

London, N.W. 





Rovar AQUARIUM This Day.— 


Summer EnterzaArnmEnts. ( oolest Lounge in Lon- 
den. Lit by Electric Light. 





ev AL AQUARIUM.--This Day.— 
Two Great VAKIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8. Stokes 
on Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and ihursdays at 2. 
No extra charge. 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—The BONI- 


TAS. The only Female Gymnasts. The Perfection 
of Grace, A really wonderful performance on the high 
trapeze. 5.15 and 9.15. 





Reva AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


FARINVS KRAO, the Missing Link. Admission rs, 
2.30 until 6, and 7.30 until 10, 





Day.— 
Admissi‘n, until 6 o’clock, 
Lit by Hlectricity, 


Rovar AQUARIUM.—This 


Open from r2 until 11.39. 
Is. 5 28. afierwards, 


, LIMITED, 








POLLUTION. 


POR Ale 


buoyant condti n:— 


fisheries 


** GASEODYNE,” 


be bad separately, 


British Empire. 
CAUTION.—See that 





RAILWAY. 
StEPANS | DE. 


The SUMMER SERVICE of FAST TRAINS 
is now ruoning to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clac- 
ton-on- Sea, Walton-on-the Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
courr, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstan- 
ton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY, 


and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to TUFSDAY 
(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are 


issued by all Trains to the above-named stations at 
REDUCED FARES. 


TOURIST TICKETS, 


available up to the 31st December, 1883, are also 
issued from London (Liverpool Street) to Filey, 
Scarborough, Whitby, and the principal tourist 
stations in Scotland. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYEHOUSE. 
EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any 
Train from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal 
Green, London Fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 2s., 1s. 6d. 
For full particulars see bills. 
WILLIAM BIRT, 
General Manager. 


KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the Frsuinc GAzEITR 
“A. R.I. KH. L.,” and other leading anglers, 
In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and16 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


HATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the mo:t successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldem failing to ensure a heavy creel, 

In Packets, 8d, 6d., and 1s. each; postrige 

ig extra. 

To be obtained of the foltuwing tackle dox'crs amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co., Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. Joho 
Street Road; Price and Co., Kuston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Stre+t ; Gold, Waterloo Road; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London. Nutting& Co, Kirming= 
bam. O’Handlan & Co., Bristol. Gaynor & Suns, Richmond. 
Rice, Norwich. Ramsbottom, Manchester, terry, Read- 


Lindon, July, 1883. 








ing. .Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. "Ashton, 
Sheffield, Hardy, Sheffield, Prickman, Exeter. Wils on, 
Shipley. Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark. 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Win. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 





FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
“British Fishes’? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 
Stall 441, The Promenade, 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 
STOCK BREEDERS’ 
MHediechnmne @hnoest. 


DISORDERS 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the followmg matchless and woild-renowred remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require tocu e Ci ease amongst his Sock and krep them 


* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, 
“GASEOUS Fi UID,” 
“ RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and “wes, &., 
* KED PASTE BalLl8,” fir Conditicning Horses, 

“ RBRONCHOLINE,” 


DAY, 


22, DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON Ww 
AND WANTAGE, BERKS 








IN HORSES, CATILE, CALVES, 


in fire ceabby cna 


and Fwes Lanbing. 
for Cul c, &ccur, and Debility. 


fer lIur), Honse, or Cough. 


for Hea ing or Painine. 

“ Al COHOLIC ETHER,’ f»r Colds and Chil's. 

“CARMINATIVE CHALK,” fir Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. 
Pric» of Chest, with ‘ Key to Fartiery,”? £2 16s. cd. calriage paid, Fach 


artic e can 


ratronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agricultuii-ts of the 


the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packcts. 


SON & HEWITT, 





For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD R ECIPES, 


White to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 


100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,”’ 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





‘* The book embraces a wide fizld ot usefulness,”’—Britis 
4 orkwoman. 


“* Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”—The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 


Both the Uppers 25 
5. 


Patented Process 
DRY AND WARM FEET. 





and Soles by a 
are guaranteed 
ensuring 


Waterproof, 


Carriage free to any part of the country. 


WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 





MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Seuchern Minneso a, Ane ica, Eighty acre:, good 
house, stables, b rns, &c. English Colony. Fu'l particu- 
Jars from A. M., care of Editcr, FIsH1ncG GaAzETTE, 12, 
Fetter Lane, K.C. 








: 3 ———| LONDON & COUNTY 
Fil ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
; COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
i] £10 to £500, at mode- 
R\ : ] | rate rates. Bills dis- 
= : counted. Forms gratis. 
q Si Cores. 
=] CHANCERY LANE, 


Joun Stone, Sec. 












































U 
} 
Bed 

















Cannon’s Glue Powder 


Sold in Penny packets. Equal in strength and 
quality to the best glues made. Useful in every 
house. Dissolves immediately in boiling water. 
Sold by Chemists, Grocers, Oilmen, and Stationers. 
Can be obtained wholesale from W. B. FORDHAM 
and SONS, York Road, St. Pancras, London; or 
from B. CANNON and CO., Manufacturers, Witham 
Leather, Glue and Parchinent Works, Lincoln, Eng- 
land, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri, tion, 
also to give information respecting Loealit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Rivers and Lochs of Scotland, Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet” Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902, 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


x2 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carriage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘6 Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”’—FisHinGc 
GAZETTE. 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s. 5d. 

per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2S. 3d. 
er 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., shoit, and best long 1s. icd. per loo. 








H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 





International Fisheries Exhibition.|— 


Stand 490. Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 


NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 


aving had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 
the Nottingham Style, can confidently recommend any 
article supplied. ; 
A best quality Nottingham Rod, brazed and winch fitted, 
price 5s. 
A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safety 
Rings, price 6s. A 
Chub, Barbel, and Bream Reds, Roach Rods, Pike Reds, 
and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed. Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s, 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and TACKLE, 

1 doz, Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hocked ard 
shotted, price 28. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 








» 4) 





“ Float Fishing and Spinning in the Nottingham Style,” by 
the “Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address for 2s, 
Address as above. 





The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, andTackle, manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power- 


D. SLATER 


g and io, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
£to for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, tos. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and well balanced’ 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel’ 
chub, and pike, 5s. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s, 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, 10s. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
3} inch, 3s.6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 43 inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each; very stout, 6d. cach; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. each, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 

« yardsof superior Nottingham silkline, Is, 3d.; stouter, 
1s.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, 1d. 
per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of red, 3}inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, and 4 floats, 
price 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, price 15s. 
All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 








THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
GREAT FISHERY EXHIBITION, 


LONDON, 1883. 





NOTICE. 


Messrs. C. & R. BROOKS’ 


Highly Popular, Practical, and “ Genuine'y-Stccessful ”” 
Specialities in 


Mounted Tackle & Baits 


for every kind of Light and Deep Sea Fishing, can 
be seen at Stand 20, Div. 1. 


Deep-Sea Fisheries. See Official Catalogue. 





Goods of the same patterns, even superior in quality, are 
daily despatched from the 


SOUTH OF ENGLAND TACKLE 
MANUFACTORY, 


STONEHOUSE, PLYMOUTH. 


TROUT-FISHING, 


With FLY, MtNNOW, WORM, &c 
BY 


THOMAS FORD, 


Price One Shilling. 


130 different Flies, with ways of manufacture and 
seasons foruse. Post free from Author, Caistor, 
Lincolnshire. Agents wanted. Best Trout, Grays 
ling, and Alexandra Flies 2s. per doz. Pike M'lies, 
2s. each. Acme Lines, Gut Collars ; good Gut, 2s, 
per hank. Fly List, one stamp. 











Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
REDDITCH. 








Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 








Summer Tours in Scotland. 





GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 





(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai’ durimg the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One weck, £3; two wecks, 
45 3 or six separate days, £3 Ios, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London and the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c-, for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardriskaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa ‘and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d, and rs., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London ; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope Street, Glasgow, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), ts. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly: Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S..cet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
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PBS SOoUoooODE 


FISHING, SHOOTING. &c 


NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the 
RIVERS OK MOORS, without having 
his Boots dressed with 


ss STRAWSON'S WATERPROOF, 
















































This WATERPROOF has obtained a world-wide reputation, 
and has been used by the leading SPORTSMEN, and for 
dressing Harness, for upwards of TWENTY YEARS. It is as 
good for Lapres' Boots as GENTLEMEN'S, as it will restore 
the soft appearance of the most delicate Kid Leather 
without the slightest injury to it, neither does it interfere 
with the polish from good Blacking. fl 
SHOOTING AND OTHER Boots dressed with it will rosist 
oS the action of Dew, Rain, Snow, and Sea Water, increasing 
the comfort of the wearer, and by its softening effects upon 
the leather, helping to prevent blisters and chafing to 
the feet. Where necessary it may also be applied to the 
soles of Boots and Shoes with advantage. 
es TESTIMONIAL 
From H.0. PENNELL, Esq., Author of “The Practical 
Modern Angler,” and other scientific works. 
5, Cadogan Terrace, London, 8.W.,Sept 20th, 1880, 
Dran Sir,~ ‘ray make use ofmy name. I hays often} 
atated (and always asserted in my books) my belief that | 
¢>] your Waterproofing is the BEST IN THE WORLD | 
| Sporting purposes, and indeed the only one which wills =» 
out Melting Snow 
Yours truly, 1. CHOLMONDELEY PENNELL, 
Mr. H. Strawson, Exeter 
SEE 


Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 

ae : ironmeeeee & others, 

in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 1s., 28., 5S-, & ros., each 
Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler to php it for sag 

send Stamps for the price ofa Tim to the Proprietor, \ 0 a 


will forward ¢ Sample, carriage free ,to any address, 
Whoiesale by the Sole Propri © 
prietor:— 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS 
Manager * IT. Strawson, late of Exeter. . - 














No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain 


STEPHENS’ 


STAINS FOR WOOD 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 

IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE: 

WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND © 
EBONY. 


Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe 
Gitious and without Smell, Have received the highest award 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney. Gcld Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881. 








Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by pos' 
on application to 


HENRY C. STEPHENS, 
191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON 


ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACOIDENTS, 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSI THEIR COST! 





ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. q 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng against 
Accidents of all kinds, 


. 
é 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 
J 


PAID-UP CAPITAL AND RESERVE £250,000, 
Mopgeraté PREMIUMS, 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after fiv2 years. 


: £1,840,000. 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 


Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Lacal 
Agents, or 8, G:and Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 


WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary, 


parse Fish for Sale. 


Pike, and other fish 
Early 








A quantity of Roach, ‘Dace, 
to be disposed of during the winter months, 
application is requested. 





E. W. S., Heathlands, Fakenham, Norfolk. 


Juty 21, 1883.] 
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HAMPSHIRE WORTHIES. 


TYJNDER this heading the Winchester Observer and County 
News publishes the following notice of Mr. Francis :— 
“Francis Francis, the Isaac Walton of the present day, is both by 
birth and parentage a Hampshire man. He is the only son of 
the late Captain John Morgan, R.N., who resided many years at 
Southsea, and was well known and esteemed. Mrs. Morgan was 
the step-daughter of the late Francis Francis, Esq., a gentleman 
also well-known and respected early in the present century, who 
died in 1835. He was also a resident at Portsmouth, where Mrs. 
Morgan was born, and was a gentleman of considerable property 
(including a great deal of valuable building land in the suburbs 
of Portsmouth), nearly the whole of which he left to Francis 
Morgan, the only son of the captain. By direction of the will 
this young man’s name was altered to Francis Francis on his 
attaining the age of twenty-five, and inheriting the property. 
Captain Morgan was a staunch Liberal ; always ready for work for 
that cause. The late Mr. Francis was also a good Liberal, 
and a well-known advocate for Queen Caroline; in 1820, cn her 
. gaining the day, his residence was brilliantly illuminated. He 
died in 1835, and his remains were interred in the High Street 
churchyard (Unitarian), Portsmouth, where a monument stand 
to his memory on the right as you face the church.” 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





J. J. H.—Pike, perch, roach, chub, tench, and eels are the principal fish in 
the Stoke Newington Reservoirs. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


{ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


PROFESSIONALS FISHING. 

Str,—A professional fisherman fishing the Thames for scarce fish like trout 
cannot expect, and does not deserve. the patronage of trout anglers. 

The arguments of Rosewell and his friends appear to me to be beside the 
matk. Anglers do not ask amanto become apprenticed to the calling of a 
fisherman. He chooses the business on his own responsibility. When he is 
out of his time he must get customers by studying their wants and wishes. 
He must give them every chance of getting sport, and must not reduce their 
chance of sport by catching some of the fish before they come. 

He may be within his rights as one of the people to fish whenever he pleases, 
but the anglers are equally within their rights to punish him for doing so. 

Rosewell and his friends say he loses his customers by fishing for trout, and 
then they say that he fishes for trout because he cannot get customers. They 
argue in a circle and confuse cause and effect. : 

This wilful conduct causes annoyance and offence to anglers, and he and his 
friends claim forsooth that he should be pitied and not punished for it. 

It reminds one of the youth who, being condemned to death for murdering 
his father and mother, petitioned the Queen for mercy on the ground that he 
was a poor orphan.—I am, &c., R, CULLEN Dewy, 

Florence Villa, Ceres Road, Kingston-on-Thames. 





CATCHING PERCH WHEN EEL-FISHING. 

Srr,—I wish to say, in reply to your correspondent ‘‘ Thames,’’ that in 
following eel-fishing with rod and line I have never yet hooked a perch, and 
have rarely seen one taken, yet I have fished for over twenty years. 

Apart from that, I should like to see the law altered with regard to perch and 
jack. Ido not believe in spending money to stock waters for the benefit of 
destructive fish, which I regard as little better than poachers.—I am, &c., 

F. M. 

P.S.—I presume ‘* Thames’? is aware that perch devour spawn. 


WHY DO NOT SEA-FISH TASTE OF SALT? 

S1r,—Will you have the kindness to inform me how it is that fish which are 
bred and live in the sea are not salt to the taste ? 

There must be great quantities of salt taken into their stomachs with their 
food. 

How do they get rid ofthe salt? Is it decomposed and separated by the 
action of the stomach ?—I am, &c., Mark ANTONY. 

[They cook their food before they absorb it, and Jeave the salt out ; in other 
words, their stomachs act much as ‘‘ Mark Antony’s’’ does, and probably in 
the twenty-four hours—size for size—do not absorb more salt than his does. 
Following ‘‘M. A.’s’’ view of the matter, by killing the starlings now we should 
get all the flavour of the cherries they have been devouring the last few weeks. 
—ED.] 


SALMON IN THE SOAR. 

S1r,—I beg to inform the gentlemen at the clubs (through your paper) that 
three salmon were got out of the Soar, weighing over 20 lb. each, in the 
parish of Kegworth.—I am, &c., JOHN Foster, 

(Thanks for the 5s. for the Anglers’ Beneyolent Society, and the picture 
shall be sent to you.—ED. ] 


- A TRIANGULAR DUEL. 

Sir,—Fishing by myself for tench on July 13, in a large reservoir, depth of 
water at the spot to feet, I hooked a fish, and after some play got a view of 
him, and also what seemed to be another one in close pursuit. I have fre- 
quently seen perch act in this way, but tench never. I was fishing with an 
ordinary tench hook at the end of my line, and about two feet and a half above 
that [had ona No. Io or tI roach hook and smallish worm, for any chance 
roach or rudd there might be, and when I struck I must have hooked two tench 
by the one act. Speculation being now atan end, all my attention was given 
to securing the fish, which were at length both in the landing net and safely 
on board the punt. The one on the upper and smaller hook weighed 3 lb. and 
that on the lower 21b. Ialso took on the same day a tench of 24 1b, on 
roach tackle with greaves (scratchings) for bait. 

Are not these two incidents rather remarkable >—J am, &c., 

LEUCISCUS. 


FISHING NEAR EASTBOURNE, 

Srr,—Could you or any, of your readers inform me, through the medium of 
your valuable paper, whether there is any good fly or ‘all round” fishing to 
be had within an easy distance of Eastbourne, and if so, the best flies to use. 
Apologising for encroaching on your valuable space.—I am, &<., A. B. C. 





EEL-FISHING IN THE FENCE MONTHS. 

S1r,—I much doubt your correspondent ‘‘ Thames’? statement being borne 
out by fact—viz., ‘twelve perch would be taken to one eel.’’ Considering 
perch spawn mostly in May, and fish do not feed during their spawning time, 
T think, with ‘‘ Malcolm” and also you, Mr. Wditor, very little harm would be 
done to a river and much good to clubs.—I am, &c., A LEA ANGLER. 

uly 17. 
[Perel do feed during spawning time.—ED. ] 





FISHING IN NORFOLK. 

Srr,—As many of your readers may be interested in knowing the state of 
fishing in the Norfolk waters, I give my experience of the last two weeks’ stay 
at Marsham, near Yarmouth, fishing in the Thurne and Higham Sounds. My 
usual practice was to go out soon after daybreak, returning at 9 or Io a.m., 
going out again at 4 or 5 for the evening’s fishing. I found the best time 
generally was on the flood tide and at the evening’s fishing. On several 
occasions at one outing I took from 30 to 50 1b. of fine rudd, with an occasional 
jack of gor 5lb. Owing to the high winds that prevailed during last week, 
and when I could not get out to the favourite spots, I had good takes of bream 
and roach at the mouth of the ‘* Dyke,”” only a few minutes from the house. 
Some of the bream ran 23 and 3 lb. Of course, some days were almost 
‘blanks,’’ the fish lying a long way from the boat owing to the brightness of 
the water, which entailed much labour in the throwing the line. On my worst 
days. however, I managed to secure a dozen good rudd of an average of 1 lb. 
to 131b. To any of your readers who intend visiting this part (and no one who 
had fished here would ever fish at Ormsby Broad or Fritton Decoy, as the fish 
at the latter places will not bear comparison for beauty or cleanliness with those 
from the rivers), I would recommend them to make for Marsham in preference 
to Potter Heigham ; but as accommodation at the former place is limited, both 
as to boats and beds, a note to John Grimmer, at Marsham Staithe, Norfolk, 
afew days previously would obviate disappointment. I may mention that the 


‘¢ Staithe ”? is a mile from Marsham Station. Editor has my address. I shall 
be pleased to give any further information.—I am, &c., 
Stratford. 7 Werks 





THE RIVER VYRNWY. 

S1r,—I never see this river mentioned in your paper apart from the reports 
of the Liverpool Angling Association. And it is, tome at least, a matter of 
surprise that none of your London anglers, who must- necessarily wander far 
and wide in pursuit of fishing, have come across this water; or, having done 
so, that they have not had something to say about its capabilities for all-round, 
general sport. For itis a grand river, and its waters abound with most of the 
varieties of the ordinary British fishes, except barbel. Here are to be found the 
lordly salmon—five were taken out of a pool in one day, weighing 100 Ib. ; 
trout are fairly plentiful and of decent size, grayling are present in considerable 
numbers, whilst chub, perch, and roach of large size are met with every- 
where. : 

It is quite a treat on a hot day to peep cautiously through the bushes into 
some of the chub swims. You will see scores of this fish lazily sailing to and 
fro, veritable monsters, as you will think looking in the water, as long as your 
arm or leg. Just drop a live fly (bluebottle if you can) over that fellow, and 
watch the result ; see how he eyes it askance for a few seconds, and then how 
calmly and deliberately he rises and sucks in the dainty tit-bit, and as he turns 
what a whirlpool his tail makes in the, water ! 

Another great advantage in this river is that you can fish most of its lower 
length unmolested. In all my wanderings up and down it I have never met 
anyone who said, Who gave you permission to behere? In fact, as a rule, I 
really believe the tenants of the iand rather enjoy the anglers’ presence, and 
look upon them as friends, who, by their visits to the water, relieve somewhat 
the monotony of their plodding lives. Many a pleasant day have the members 
of this association spent on the banks of this goodly river enjoying the beauties 
of sarrounding nature, careless whether our creels were well filled or not so long 
as we could roam about the meadows and pastures at our own sweet will with 
a light heart. And then, at the close of day, when hot and weary, to be able 
to sit down to one of the famous tea-dinners at the Cross Keys Hotel, Llany- 
mynech, for which host Baugh, with the assistance of his charming, unas- 
suming, but most courteous lady, has made himself a host of friends, is a finale 
indeed.—I am, &c., Rp. Woo.LFALtL, hon. sec. 

Liverpool, July 11. Liverpool Angling Association, 

P.S.—Llanymynech is easily reached via Shrewsbury or Oswestry. 





FISHING IN WALES. 

S1r,—I don’t thiok your correspondent could do better than try a few days’ 
fishing at Llanymynech. It is easy of access by rail—splendid water within a 
few minutes’ walk of the village—and, ifhe is a fair hand with the fly or minnow, 
he won’t fail to get some good fish. Waders must be taken Next moath 
will be the best time. The Cross Keys is a good and reasonable place to stay 
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o{. Llansaintffraid, a little farther on, is also.a good place. Good fishing is to 
be had at Corwen on the Dee, and in the neighbourhood of Builth on the 
Wye. ‘Three-parts of the fishing in Wales is in mountain streams, and only 
fishable after heavy rains, and those who do not get advised beforehand as to 
‘he state of the water, are apt to come away sadder and wiser than they went. 
Never be led away by the advertisements of hotel proprietors, or, in the majo- 
lity of cases, you will have to pay dearly for your amusement.—I am, &c., 
. , SAND Fy. 


Shrewsbury. 





HOW A LARGE HAUL WAS GOT. 

S1R,—I read in your valuable paper of a large take of tench taken by Messrs 
Wheatstone and Walker, fishing with Sheppard, of Mapledurham, in public. 
water. How this water came to be public I should like to lay before my 
brothers of the rod through your paper. I had been fishing two days a week 
for sume years with Sheppard in the Thames, but having an invitation from a 
friend in the country to come and fish a lake near his house, I thought I would 
take Sheppard with me to pilct me. We did very little, it being so Jate in the 
season ; but I was much impressed with the water, and resolved to try 1: next 
season for tench and perch. I had been in the habit of leaving my tackle at 
Sheppard's house, but having made up my mind to visit the water again I 
wrote to him for my tackle to be forwarded to me. You may imagine my 
surprise at receiving a reply from Mrs. Sheppard that I could not have my 
tackle till Sheppard came home, as he was fishing the water with Mr. Wheat- 
- stone for a week, so I had to wait patiently till he came home. I thought it 
little use to follow directly on his fishing, so took myself off to another place. 
I thought later on I might have a shy at the jack, but here I was to be done 
again, for on arriving at the water I found they and some friends had been 
scouring it for two days for the Piscatorial Jack Competition. They 
have had a grand haul, no doubt ; but seeing the underhand way in which they 
got at the water, I say, does it reflect credit on them as fishermen? I think I 
can safely leave the answer to be given by my brothers of the rod. Sheppard’s 
behaviour after my fishing two days a week with him js contemptible, but I 
cannot understand gentlemen upholding him in such conduct.—I am, &c., 

Ros. Foster. 

The Coleherne Hotel, 

Richmond Road, Earl’s Court. 


[Audi alteram partem.—ED.] 


FLIES FOR THE TEME AT LUDLOW. 

Sir,—Can any of your readers give me information as to what sort of flies 
will be suitable for trout- fishing in the months of August and September in the 
river Teme, at Ludlow ?—I am, &c., ANGLER. 

July 17. 


PUBLIC FISHING IN THE METROPOLITAN PARKS. 

S1z,—Permit me to thank you for your remarks on the above subject at the 
anniversary of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. You are, as usual, 
to the fore in all good works pertaining to the ‘‘ gentle craft.’’ I have no 
coubr, if the matter is properly taken up, it will meet with success, and I know 
no more powerful aid to that end than that of our Press friends. 

Jt may not be generally known that some years ago permissions used to be 
gianted (I think by the Chief Ranger) to fish the Serpentine in Hyde Park. I 
know of a gentleman (now living) who has in his possession a ‘‘ life per- 
mission,’’ and, consequently, has still that privilege; but whether he thinks 
exercising the same would result in an empty creel, or that he has not the 
courage to face the curiosity and ridicule a lone angler would doubtless create 
in Hyde Park, I have not inquired. 

I do not know that there are many fish in the above water ; but having 
resided for some eight years on the borders of Regent's Park, I can speak from 
personal observation of the ornamental water in that park. It teems with fish. 
This is a bold assertion, but equally true. I have been laughed at many times 
for making such a statement, and informed that all the fish were taken out 
when the lake was emptied after the great ice accident. True; but many were 
returned, and the young of those returned would now (some of them) be well 
on in their teens. 

Perhaps some of your readers may have seen in the early morning (as the 
writer has) shoals of carp (and large ones), roach, and, I fancy, perch as well. 
I tried last year very hard to get permission just for a few hours’ fishing here to 
prove my title to the name of an angler, and my assertion to my friends, but 
without success. But probably the fishing enthusiasm of 1883 may result in 
the success of such a great movement—headed by Mr. Francis Francis and 
yourself—as public fishing in tne London parks, when it will then be found 
that at least Regent’s Park is already stocked.—Lam, &c., dele inte 





EEL FISHING WITH ROD AND LINE. 

Sin,—I fail to see that your correspondent’s (‘* Thames’) assertions upon the 
above question in last week’s FisHING GazETTx are of any value—in fact, tomy 
thinking, his premises are quite wrong, In the first place, I never found 
perch feed while spawning ; then perch hang their spawn upon the weed at that 
particular time, They would, therefore, not be at the bottom to pick up a 
Jedger bait. After they have spawned, of course, no harm could be done. 
The bit of gush about gorging and having all to be destroyed, must be accepted 
only for what it is worth. 

What would ‘‘ Thames ’? say if eel-fishermen demanded that trout should 
not be angled for during April, May, and June, in case injury might be done to 
other fi-h ? How would he like to see that come into force 2-—I am, &c. 

A. J. Portsr, 
4, Hampton Street, Walworth, S.E., July 19. 





; _ BALA,” NORTH WALES. 

_S1R,—Bala Lake is free for fishing, and affords good sport for perch and 
pike ; roach are plentiful, but seldom fished for. 

The Tryweryn, a good trout stream close by the town. 
monthly tickets issued on Rhiwlin water. 
Rhiwlin, 

Three hotels in the town, of which 
sidered the best in Wales.—I am, &e., 

Bala. 

|Mr. Roberts is a tackle maker, and will give further information if 
required —Ep. ] ‘ : i 


Daily, weekly, and 
Tickets to be had of Mr. Jude, 


the White Lion Royal Hotel is con- 
M. RosBERrtTs. 


COMFORT IN FLY-FISHING. 

S1R,—If you think it worth while to lay before your many readers a little 
simple invention of mine for carrying artificial flies, 1 have much pleasure in sub- 
mitting it to you. 

I have often experienced, as no doubt many of my brother anglers have, 
annoyance and delay from the tangle into which flies often get when taken in 
a coilout of a fly-book, or from atin box, especially in a wind or in the dull 
light of evening ; and how aptone is to let some fall after having taken out 
one, and to lose them among the grass or sedge. 

To obviate this, and all the irritation ot temper that tries—though it never of 
course, really overcomes—our sweet, proverbial patience, I have adopted the 
following plan :— 

I take one of those little, almost flat, card boxes in which tackle- makers send 
out their fiies, and perforate the bottom of it with a common pin into six or a 
dozen holes, according to the size of the flies I wish to keep init. I then 
push the end of each gut through each hole, and draw it through until stopped 
by the fly. Each fly is thus fixed to its ho!e and lies in the box separate from 
its neighbour, and can be picked out withvut the smal est risk of entanglement, 
while it lies head downwards in the box with the hook uppermost, and free 
from all danger of catching another fly or any other obstruction. Nor can the 
wings be crushed or flattened or the hook blunted, as must be the case ina 
book. Each little box may thus contain a dozen, or even more, of distinct 
flies, with the name written on the outside. 

Half a-dozen of such boxes may easily go into one pocket, while one box 
may contain six different varieties of two each for unexpected need. The ends, 
of course, will dangle out of the bottom, though they may be rolled round the 
box and secured by elastic band ; but, practically, that is no inconvenience 
whatever, as each separate pin-hole makes entanglement impossible. 

Ihave found the plan a very delightful promoter of comfort and economy — 
I am, &c., Coswo tp Isys. 

[This is a simple, but useful, idea, and if worked out may lead tothe fly~book, 
or case, of the future. Every year the old-fashioned parchment and flannel ar- 
rangement loses ground, especially among the best anglers, and we find the tin 
box in various shapes takingits place. Air, damp, and the destructive moth 
cannot get through tin, whereas they often make sad havoc with gut aud 
feather, tinsel and fur, in the old ‘‘ book.” If you meet an angler on the Test, 
or the Itchen, or the Kennet, you generally find that in a small, flat tin box 
he carries his stock of flies for the day, and that they consist of two or three 
dozen of two or three kinds, dressed with upright wings for dry-fly fishing— 
that acme of the anglers’ art--on Mr. Halls eyed hooks. We confess toa 
partiality for the old-fashioned book, with all its drawbacks ; to turn over its 
pages recalls the adventures in which so many of its old pensioners have taken 

art, and brings back memories of days never forgotten quite, but often d'm ~ 
until the well-known old hackle brings back the details vividly. ED.] 


THE LUNE. 

S1r,—I see there has been a lot of talk in your paper about the Lune. I have 
fished the Lune for ten years, and have found that no body can tie flies for that 
river better than Dick Bushby, of Sedbergh, Yorkshire. His prices are most 
moderate, and his flies only require a trial. He ties on both gut and hair. He © 
always uses spider flies, and he has a change for every menth. I should think 
he is forty-five years old, and has fished the Lune from a child, and so has his 
father before him. He is a very deserving man, by trade a sawyer, and he fishes 
and makes his flies and ro ds in his spaie time in the evening. I should like 
some of your readers to gi ve him a trial, so you might put part of this letter in © 
your paper. I think he knows more about the fish and flies than ‘‘ Piscator,”’ 
of Carnforth, for the grouse hackle scarcely kills at all in August and Sep- 
tember. The dark snipe, blue hawk, and curlew kill best then. ~ If you like I 
will send a few flies of his if you have not seen them.—I am, &c. 

BLuE HAwKE. 


“SIMILIA SIMILIBUS CURANTUR.” : 

S1r,—Rather a ‘‘curious episode in a day’s fishing’’ occurred to me the 
other day, which I will relate, if you should think it worthy of mention in the 
FIsHING GAZETTE. I had hooked a good trout ina river in these parts, but 
lost him after a few seconds. On drawing in my cast, I found re to my 
tail fly another artificial fly, with about 18 inches of a good strong cast, thus 
showing that Mr. Speckles had been hooked before, and that my fly had 
relieved him of the one which must have been sticking in his mouth, and which 
(judging from its appearance) must have been there some time. He had thus 
two fortunate escapes.—I am, &c., L. 

North Devon, 


ENORMOUS PIKE, 

S1R,—While I was up seeing the Great Exhibition in London, I saw what 
was looked upon as a monster pike, 30 1b. weight. It seems we can, as the 
Americans say, beat that. In Linlithgow Loch, the keeper tells me, th2re have 
been seen basking on the surface of the water in the sun several pike fully 
8 feet long, and when weighed will be upwards of half a hundredweight. The 
Loch has been taken by Mr. Anderson, of Edinburgh, and when the pike have 
been reduced he proposes to stock it with Loch Leven trout, and has com- 
menced to erect a hatchery to breed them on the spot.—I am, &c., 

Edinburgh. AN OLD WALTONIAN, 


SENTIMENTAL LEGISLATION. 4 

S1r,—A few months ago you very properly expressed a fear that a then 
notorious sentimental Bill affecting a branch of field sports might only be the 
thin end of the wedge, and that thus one branch after another might be attacked 
in detail, to the final suppression of what are undoubtedly important factors in 
the maintenance of our national vigour. It is not too much to assert that thas 
vigour is not equalled, in combination of body and mind, by any nation on the ~ 
face of the earth. The Duke of Wellington said that Waterloo was won in 
the cricket fields! Our men of science are giants in their day and genera- 
tion ! 

During some time past I have watched the public press, and with much regret 
observed that, in accordance with a common law of human nature as manifested 
in its weakness, the sentimental tendency referred to above is running its, to be 
hoped ephemeral, course. ; 

It is painful to read in one of the leading articles of a great daily journal of 
this morning's date, upon ‘‘ experiments on living animals,’’ such a sentence as 
this: ‘ Certainly, live-bait fishing (quite unrestricted by law) must have caused 
infinitely more anguish than science.’’? (The italics are mine.) 

In this short sentence there is the evidence of what is running in the writer’s 
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mind, viz., legislation for the prohibition of all field sports on the score of their 
cruelty. Without entering on the general argument at all, it is only necessary 
in the present instance to point to the mischief that may be done by those who 
write through sentiment, not knowledge, seeing that the ‘‘ anguish”? is purely 
smaginary. No physiological fact is better established than- that fishes 
(not possessing, like mammalia, complete pairs of nerves—one for motion, the 
other for sensation, but only the former) are either entirely incapable of feeling 
pain, or, if they have any such sensation at all, it is so modified that the term 
‘*pain’’ is quite inapplicable. 

Between the two hypotheses, the daily evidence of facts, in addition to the 
absence of the nerves of sensation, goes to prove the utter incapability of fishes 
feeling pain. Every angler knows this, 

I was once fishing for sea-trout in an Argyllshire river with worm on a large 
hook. <A friend doing the same on the opposite bank, I called out to him that I 
had hooked a heavy fish. His reply may be condensed in the word ‘ ditto.” 
I pulled and he pulled, and the more we both pulled the more we could not 
bring our fish to bank. Our grand eapture ended in the discovery that a brown 
trout of some 8 or Io oz, had first swallowed one large bait-hook and then, 
with the barbed point undoubtedly fixed in his gullet, had deliberately swal- 
Icwed another! 

When sentimentalists open ona quarry they run the trail to absurdity or 
until they strike upon another scent. Like all the weaker orders in creation, 
they are gregarious, and when one runs they allrun. It is to be hoped that the 
more virile British spirit—its proud prerogative of independent opinion—vwill 
be quite able to cope with and overthrow the fallacies of a class which only 
exists in any strength by clamouring altogether, and not by individual force of 
character or reasoning.—I am, &c., J. D. Doucatt. 

Bennett Street, St. James's. 
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A SWALLOW CAUGHT ON A ROACH LINE. 

S1r,—On Thursday evening, the atst inst., I was fishing for roach with 
‘light leger tackle at the back of my house, and had taken a few fish, the 
largest weighing 1 Ib. 4 0z., but in fearfully bad condition, when a sudden 
tugging at the line proclaimed what I supposed to be a good bite; but imagine 
my surprise when I observed a swallow dangling from my running line! It 
would seem that the Jittle creature, in flitting by with others of its kind, 
became entangled in the line in such a manner as to tie a complete knot round 
the longest feathers of its wing. I was in the act of re leasing the frightened 
bird, when the cat, who had watched the operation with intense interest from 
my garden, bounded into the punt and made a desperate effort to get the bird, 
but did not succeed, for by this time Ihad released it from the line and set it 
free, when it flew off with a chirp, apparently none the worse for its strange 


adventure, I also set the fish free by returning it to the water again.— 
Iam, &c., ; H. Dickinson. 
Kingston. 


ees 


RESIDENT AND NON-RESIDENT MEMBERS OF AN ANGLING 
CLUB. 

Srr,—Your contributor from Hawes, Mr. Corty, touches a matter of the 
deepest importance to angling clubs, when, in a recent communication, 
he refers to certain of their members who are everlastingly upon the stream 
whenever there is sufficient water to float a line. ; 

The evil is not peculiar to Hawes, but almost every club that I am 
acquainted with suffers to a greater or lesser degree through it. The question 
is not by any means an easy one to settle, 

It is assumed that all the members of a club are upon an inequality, and so 
far as that they pay the same subscription they are ; but the members upon the 
banks get far more for his subscription than the one who resides twenty miles 
away, The membership to a person not resident upon the stream is a costly 
affair compared to that of the «native ’? who lives upon the spot, and has to 
incur no expense in getting to the river. 

The member from a distance has to take his chance of the condition of the 
water, and when he does pay a visit to it he spends his time ‘trying’ to get 
fish whether the water be favourable or unfavourable ; but the «§ native,’? who 
can see the stream, takes his turn when there is a good water, and does not 
tramp up and down vainly trying to find sport when the conditions are decidedly 
unfavourable, In that respect there is no equality between the two. 

But no one, I take it, will raise any complaint on that ground. We cannot 
all live close to the water, and the member who has circumstances in his favour 
does right to take advantage of them and get a good dish when he does go out. 

But there “is a medium in everything,” and I think that medium is passed 
when the ‘‘native” plies his rod on every available occasion. The none 
resident member is then at a great disadvantage, for the fish, terrified by the 
frequent displays of artificials that they see, are wary and shy, and the 
“ visitor’? member has more than he can do to get a decent dish when he does 
go. 

Now, Iam aware that “much may be said upon both sides,’? and possibly 
this may stir up some of your readers to Say something upon one side or the 
other; but what I wish to ask you, Sir, and all our angling brethren, is whether 
you or they are acquainted with any club that makes a difference between 
residents and non-résidents so far as to limit the number of days per week upon 
which the natives may angle? I know that there is a difference in the 
subscription paid by the two in the Hawes Club. The non-resident, I believe, 
p+ys double—just the wrong way about, I think ; but when the subscription is 
paid there is no other difference made between them so far as club rules are 
concerned, 

I know some clubs that have suffered, and are still doing so, by the with- 
drawal of members who find no sort of satisfaction in hearing that certain of 
their brother members— natives ?—are constantly upon the banks. They 
cannot see the ‘‘fun’’ of subscribing a guinea or two per year to assist in carry 
ing on aclub which seems to afford regular employment (I can’t term it sport) 
to some three or four of the characters Mr. Corry speaks of. What is the 
remedy, Mr. Editor ?—I am, &c. York, 

_ [As the majority of the members of an angling club are generally those who 
live nearest to the water they preserve, we do not see how the minority who 
live at 2 distance are going to get their view of the matter accepted. We 
know clubs near London where the resident members have to pay very much 
more than the non-resident members, and we think this is only tair,—ED. 

SES 

NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 

The m--*>r of visitors on Saturday was 20,919, making a total 


for last_ week of 94,175. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 782,453. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July15, Mr. Arnold, roach and dace, 5 1b. toz., from the [hames; Mr. F. 
Harding, one bream 2 1b. 13} oz, chub 93 0z., roach 3 lb. to} oz. ; Mr. Moir, 
from Dagenham, bream 5 1b. 15 oz.,roach 1 lb. 114 0z.; Mr. Partrick, fromthe 
Arun, bream, roach, and dace 4 1b.; Mr. Farebrother, from the Stort, roach 
2 1b. ; Mr. Taylor, roach 11b. 15 oz.; Mr. Droelley, perch, roach, and dace, 
2 1lb.—J. WorLEDGE. 

July 15. 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 
Several of our members were out on the 15th inst., but met with 
poor sport—the following members weighing in:—Mr. A. West, bream, 7]b. ; 
Mr. A. Shakel, bream, 4 1b.; Mr. D, Davis, bream, 11b.; Mr. T. Bowling, 
jack, 45 lb.—D. Davis, Secretary, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. : 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
Tos, 6d. donation from Mr. Revell, of the Upper Welch Harp Hendon, 2s. 6d. ; 
Annual Subscription from Mr. A. Salmon, Good Intent Angling Society ; 
5s. 4d. from the Donation Box of the Trafalgar Angling Society.— 
R. GHURNEY, Sec. 

July, 18th. 

BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members of this club were out on the 15th inst., and weighed 
in some good takes ;—Mr. G. Mumford, a nice show of roach and dace ; 
Messrs. Stockman and Hedges, a magnificent show of dace and gudgeon ; Mr. 
Payne, roach; Mr. Martin, roach and dace, On Wednesday, Mr. G. Edwards, 
some roach and dace; Mr. W. Edwards, jack and roach from the Colne.—A. 
SAmpson, hon. sec, 

July 19. —_—_—— 
-BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a good show of roach, bream, and perch at this club on July 15. 
Mr. Hadkiss, bream and roach from Dagenham ; Mr. T. Hammond, bream 
and perch from Weybridge ; Mr. Hastings, jun., roach from the Lea; Mr. B, 
Smith, roach from Waltham ; Mr. Beard had also a good tray of bream. On 
Wednesday, July 25, a concert will take place at Mr. Mead’s, the Cherry Tree 
Music Hall, Kingsland Road, for the benefit of one of our members, H. 
Collins, who has had the misfortune to have his toes smashed through a piece 
of falling timber. The case is a needy one, as he. is lying in the London 
Hospital, and has a wife and eight children depending upon him for support. 
Admission to the concert what you please.—T, G. WALKER. 





CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The following members weighed in on the 15th :—Mr. Clarkson, bream and 
roach frou. Amberley ; Mr. Castell, roach from the Stort; and Mr. Nitz, 
bream from the Harp.—Cas. 





CROWN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several ofthe members were out on the 15th, but the sport was not very 
good. The following members weighed in:—H. Polmer, 5 lb. 14 0z.; A. 
Palmer, 5 Ib. 1 oz.; A. E, Urry, 31b.70z; C. Clempsvn, 1 lb, 6 0z.—B. 
BENNINGTON, sec, 


uly 17. f 

Jey CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. : 

The members fished at St, Margaret’s on June 24 for five prizes. Only two 
were won, Mr. Senneck first, with perch, and Mr. Willcockson second. Mr, 
Penn gives a pair of boots, value 15s., for the gross weight of carp taken in 
July ; Mr. Wright, a prize for the gross weight of dace taken in July; Mr. 
Saddler gave alanding net complete for the gross weight of all fish taken at 
Esher on July 8, which was won by Mr. Johnson with perch. Mr, Neagus had a 
grand show of roach from the Stort, weighing 10} 1b.; Mr. W. Burwash, 
carp; and Mr. L. Gorsuch, dace.—W. BuRWASH, sec. 

uly 14. 

ay EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. ! f 

Mr. F. A. West took over 60 Ib. of bream at Fritton on the 6th inst., 
twenty.six averaging 2lb. each. Mr. Keiley has taken some very fair chub, 
the best between 3 Ib. and 4 lb., at Harefield.— J. G. LE Greys, hon. sec. 

[Received too late for last week.—Ep. ] 








EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

On the [5th inst. several members of this society were successful in bringing 
to bank (and to the trays of the society, too) a fair sprinkling of fich, chiefly 
roach and bream, the latter predominating considerably ; and the show of Mr. 
J. Bennett was, considering the adverse weather experienced during the day, a 
very nice one; while Mr. Brown, for a maiden shcw of the season, ran the 
bream captor very close with a good tray of roach and bream. Altogether the 
season has been fairly remunerative to those who have persevered, as may be 
gathered from the gross weights already recorded to the credit’ of Messrs. 
J. H. and W. Hopkins and Messrs. Tuddenham, Bennett, Brown, and others. 


The club fishes for a series of prizes, at Amberley, on the 22nd inst.— 
J. H. H. 





GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

Owing to the cold and stormy state of the weather on the 15th inst., our 
share of fish was not so large as onthe 8th. Mr. D. Thomas weigned in 4¢ Ib ; 
J. Ballard, 2 lb. 30z.; C. Russell, 2 Ib. 5 0z.; W. J. Davies, 2 1b. 84 0z.; S. 
Howell, sen., 115. 7 0z.; H. Jeffries, 1 1b. 15 02.; T. Orrow, 14.0z.; J. J. Holmes, 
I lb. 83 oz.; G. Jeffries, 9 oz. ; J. Titmus, 1 lb. 8} 0z.; R. Juchau, a brace 
of tench, 2 lb ro oz., and 21b. 9} oz. of roach. Our annual dinner has been 
unavoidably postponed from the 15th to the 22nd inst., on account of a death 
in Mr, Henly’s family, the proprietor of the Black Dog Inn, Bury.—Josu. J. 
HOLMES, sec. 

July 16. ——_—~ 
GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Although no report from this society has been in for three weeks, we trust 
our London friends do not think we are not doing any good fishing, for Ican 
assure them our members are doing remarkably well indeed—not myself, for, 
unfortunately, I have been in bed with fractured ribs, but under the care of our 
worthy president, Dr. Mitchell, Tam recovering, so I hope my London friends 
will not think Ihave neglected writing to them. We had a 3 !b. tench, 
caught by a gentle, and rudd 2 and 3b. in weight, caught at Potter Heigham, 


348 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 





some good perch from the Bure, one 16} inches Jong, and some very large 
bream from Ormesby. The society proposes'in August to have one week’s 
prize-fishing, and I hope to see many faces of last year again. Iam instructed 
to again call the attention of the London societies to the enclosed circular, 
which would you please add at the bottom of my report ?—J. LARK, sec. 
“St. Gecrge’s Tavern, King Street. 

‘<Srr,—At a meeting of the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, held at 
their club-room, on Monday, the 24th April, it was resolved that a copy of the 
following proposition be sent to the secretaries of the various piscatorial 
societies, viz. :— 

‘“*¢ That a member of any piscatorial society on presenting his card of 
membership to the Secretary of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society 
may, on the payment of the sum of 2s, 6d., become a member for 
the season, and be entitled to all benefits accruing therefrom.’ 


‘T may state that amongst other benefits offered to the members, our entrance 
tickets, when presented at the various railway station booking offices, entitles 
the holder to travel on the respective lines to the fishing grounds at much 
reduced rates, as also to hire of boats, fishing gear, &c. 

“‘ Any further particulars forwarded on application. 

: ‘¢ J have the honour to be, Sir, 
“Yours respectfully, 
‘¢ JAMES LARK, secretary.’’ 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday week at the Masons’ 
Hall Tavern, Basinghall Steet, Mr. A. W. Parker in the chair. Mr, 
Bryant, the hon. Jibrarian, announced that the chairman of the evening had 
presented a valuable and interesting work to the library, and later in the 
evening a similar presentation was made by Mr. Crumplen. A vote of thanks 
was unanimously accorded to both gentlemen. The next meeting will doubt- 
less be very largely attended, as in addition to the attraction of a very interest- 
ing paper, Professor Brown-Goode, the head of the United States Fishery 
Commission, and some other members of the Commission, have signified their 
intention to be present. The Rev. J. Walker has also promised a paper— 
subject, ‘“ Paternostering for Perch,’’—on the last Tuesday in this month. 
There was a very large attendance of members and visitors at the ordinary 
weekly meeting of the above seciety on Tuesday, Among the latter were 
Professor Brown-Goode, Dr. Farleton, H. Bean, and Mr, Cox, of the United 
States Fisheries Commission. Mr. Crumplen having been elected to the chair, 
and the minutes of the last meeting read and confirmed, Mr. Coppin was 
unanimously elected a member of the society, after which the Rev. J. Walker 
proposed and Mr. Bates (hon. treasurer) seconded Dr. Chance for membership. 
The chairman, in afew chosen words, extended a hearty welcome to the guests 
of the evening, assuring them of the deep interest which the members of the 
Gresham Angling Society felt in the useful work which the Commissioners 
were engaged in, and also of the great pleasure it would afford the meeting to 
hear something of pisciculture on the other side of the Atlantic. Professor 
Brown-Goode, who on rising was greeted with applause, assured those present 
that to attend sucha meeting, and to welcome so many brother anglers, was a 
matter of very great interest to himself and colleagues, with whom 
Tzaak Walton was as» much a favourite as with anglers on _ this 
side of the water. The show of fish on the table, and also that 
exhibited on the walls, was also a matter of great interest to them, em- 
bracing as it did specimens with which, as Americans, they were, of course, 
unfamiliar. He had not expected to be cal'ed upon for anything of the kind, 
but, with their permission, he would narrate a few tacts concerning ‘‘ Fish and 
Fishing in the States,’’ which he hoped might interest them. They set great 
store by shat was called game-fishing, as salmon-fishing with them was only 
for the rich man, who could afford to spend three weeks or more at a time to 
make the necessary journeys for it. His friend Dr. Bean would, however, be 
able to say more upon that subject. One of their greatest favourites was 
the black bass, which was very much to their anglers what trout is to 
English anglers. Brook trout they had, but he could not say that they had 
been very successful with it. Pisciculture in the United States began in 1853, 
when a gentleman in Ohio succeeded in hatching the egg of the trout; but 
it was not until 1867 that the Government took an interest in the 
question, and in 1871 the Fisheries Commission was established. Now many 
of the States had their own societies. Pisciculture had been a grand 
success in the United States. They had succeeded in hatching shad, and 
he would strongly recommend the introduction of their mirror and leather carp 
into English waters—tl ese originally came from Germany, and were considered 
excellent fish. The growth of this carp was marvellous in the warmer parts of 
the country, some of them reaching as high as 18 lb, Their Government took 
up the question on account of itsimportance to the poor, who could not afford 
fich brought from the sea. With regard to the black bass, whichis just now in- 
teresting English anglers, there are two species, the large and the small mouthed, \ 
both very abundant in the Mississippi Valley, and were alike to be found in 
almost tropical Mexico as in lakes frozen over for six months in the year. He 
would not advise their being put into salmon or trout streams, but he did not 
think their presence in rivers incompatible with chub, dace, or roach—indeed, 
excepting where they had been introcuced into trout streams by mistake, he 
did not consider they gave anglers any cause for complaint. Dr. Bean, who 
also met with a very hearty welcome, spoke as to the salmon fisheries, in- 
stancing among other varieties the Quinnat salmon, which had been known to 
ascend rivers a distance of 1,200 miles, and was also noted for its great size, 
authenticated weights of 100 lb. having been recorded. In Alaska and the 
more northern parts the Quinnat is superseded by the king salmon, a particu- 
larly fine species, numbers of which are sent to Russia as a great delicacy. /The 
red fish of Alaska is the one most used for canning purposes, on account of the 
red colour of its flesh. There were altogether no less than seventy kinds of 
food fish cn the west coast, among which was the true smelt, closely resembling 
the English smelt, and also the candle fish, the latter now becoming of con- 
siderable importance, on account of the oil which is extracted from it. Having 
described the mode of capture adopted by the Indians of South-Eastern 
Alaska and the Esquimaux, he explained that some notion of the abundance of 
salmon in these parts could be formed from the fact that the 
Indians eat only the choicest parts, giving the remainder to their 
dogs; indeed, at particular times some of the streams were so thick 
with fish that a boat could scarcely make its way up them. 
Mr. Marston, who rose in response to numerous calls, stated that he had 
never recommended the introduction of black bass into streams where there 
were salmon or trout; but, in places where no fish, or only a poor lot at the 
best, could be got, it would be a decided acquisition, not only to anglers, for 
the splendid sport it afforded them, but also on account of its excellent eating 
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qualities. In this last respect it certainly had a decided advantage over most 
of our coarse fish. Mr. Marston concluded by stating that one trial had already 
been made to introduce the black bass into our waters, but that anglers need 
not fear when a second attempt was made that they would try it in any place 
in which better fish were to be found already. Professor Brown-Gocde, 
replying to a question, said that the best bait for black bass was a revolving 
spoon bait. Mr. Crumplen could not help feeling very strongly the undesira, 
bility of introducing another fish of the voracious jack type into our English 
waters. It would, he feared, only end in the destruction of what other fish we 
have now, and we might eventually find ourselves in possession of but one 
species of fish with but its own kind to live upon. Dr. Bean, replying to 
further questions, said that, in their streams in which the black bass had been 
introduced it was very highly prized, and had become one of the best fish, both 
from a commercial and angling pomt of view. Thousands of poor reople 
found a means of living through it. It had thrived in rivers where, before its 
introduction, no fish worth speaking of could be found, and, asa proof of the 
high estimation it was held in for table purposes, 6d. per Jb. could readily be 
obtained for it in Washington. He did not think that it had diminished the 
supply of roach, dace, and the like, but this might perhaps be owing to the 
magnitude of their streams, wbich affords room for all. In conclusion, he 
strongly advised its introduction in places containing nothing but poor fish, 
and firmly believed that it would not interfere with smaller species. Mr. 
Bates, after expressing the thanks of the meeting to Professor Brown-Goode 
and Dr. Bean, proposed ‘‘ The Visitors,’’ which was given with musical honours, 
and responded to by Dr. Bean, Dr. Chance, and Mr. Barnett. The ‘‘ Country 
and Honorary Members’? was also proposed by Mr. Bates, and suitably 
acknowledged by Mr. Marston and Mr. Walker. A vote of thanks to the 
chairman having been -passed, and acknowledged by Mr. Crumplen, the 
remainder of the evening was spent in a social manner, two excellent recitations 
being given by Mr. Walker. 1t was announced that the Rev. J. Walker would 
read a paper on ‘‘ Paternostering for Perch in the Thames,’’ on Tuesday, 
31st inst. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Geen, the president of the society, invited all the members toa fish 
supper on the 12thinst. At 9.30, the appointed time, about twenty-five 
members sat down. Apologies were received from several who could not 
attend. The lordly salmon was at the head and a very fine turbot at the foot 
of the table ; stewed eels, trout, and other fish too numerous to mention 
adorned the tables and made up a most splendid szenw. Mrs. Geen, in her 
usual good style, serving everything up well done and hot. After supper, Mr, 
Bacchus proposed the health of our host, which was drank with mu-ical honours 
and with that enthusiasm which always follows the toast. Mr, Geen having 
responded, the remainder of the evening was devoted to harmony, If there is 
any angling society in London that can boast a better musical programme than 
our friend, Mr. G. H. Penny, gets together, then I should like an invite, for these 
gatherings at the Hammersmith United Angling Club are a real treat. Mr. 
Jones sang, ‘‘Ehren on the Rhine,’’ and encore, ‘‘ Told in the Twilight”? ; 
Mr. Evans, ‘‘ The Little Hero, ’ ‘* Midshipmite,’’ ‘* Noah’s Ark,’”’ and ‘* The 
Powder Monkey ’’; Mr. Penny, ‘‘ Loving Souls Must Part’’?; Messrs. Penny 
and Massey, a duet, ‘*Lunetta’’; Mr. Cormack, ‘‘ Golden Slippers”?; Mr. 
Bacchus, ** Simon, the Cellarer’?; Mr. Toms, ‘‘ Sally Dear’? ; Mr. Burgess, 
‘“‘Flipperty Flop Young Man,’’ and ‘*We Were Four Jolly Good Fellows, 
We Were,” causing roars of Jaughter, as usual; Mr. Arnold, a recitation, 
‘‘ The Youthful Smoker”’; Mr. Keynolds, ‘ Jolly Old Angler.’? I must not 
forget to mention that special votes of thanks were pissed to Messis. Brassey 
and Burgess for their kindness in coming from a distance to amuse us. Mr, 
Walters is learning a new scng, entitled ‘‘ The Blackbeetles’ March Round | 
the Flower Garden.’’ Messrs. Aldridge, Walters, and Arnold weighed in 
roach, dace, chub, trout, and bream, altegether about 15 lb.-—IMpP, 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Am pleased to say that we had good trays of fish on the 8thinst, Besides 
these, Messrs. A. Fish, R. Ford, and Pesham had excellent shows of roach and 
bream.—C, J. MILLIE. 

[Received too late for last week.—EbD. ] ' 

We had nice trays of fish on the 15th, some of the members having very good 
shows, among the best being Messrs. R. Ford, A. Fish, Perham, Rider, 
Walford, and Anderson.—C. J. MILLIE, 


. 








HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. A 
Good shows of fish on Sunday evening, the 15th, Messrs. B. Simpson and 
A. Brockett some splendid bream. Messrs. 8. Cole and J. Jacobs, very fine 
dace. Messrs. A Hattenmore, J. Morgan, J. Osborne, J. Haywood, and 
others, roach. Messrs. Cope and Bavron, perch.—R. GHURNEY* P 4 
P.S.—I am informed that the charge for space applied for by The Fisheries 
Exhibition from The London Angling Sovieties, has been withdrawn, the 
same having been issued in error, . 





INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Those of our members that went out on the 15th managed to get fish, 
although not so rewarded as they deserved ; but we hope when fairly settled 
down, and in proper working order, to be able to produce good shows for the 
inspection of visitors.—H. Moorx, Sec. ie" 

P.§.—All communications of visits, &c., to be made to the Secretary at the 
Club House, Mr. Coulson’s, Brownlow Arms, Betterton-street, Endell-street 
W.C, 





IZAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Fishing here has become a little more the rule than it was when I sent you 
my last article. Weare now doing business on a grand scale, several good 
baskets of fish coming to hook, one of our members being credited with a 20 lb. 
basket of roach, some being close upon 1 lb. ; likewise some very good catches — 
of trout are recorded, Two friends went out last week and left the water 
fifteen brace of trout less to be fed, about 7 oz. to #1b. fish, Several other 
small baskets have come in of a mixed character. This week I expect tosee 
some good baskets of roach, as the roach are now coming on the feed. As we 
were rather late here I saw several reports of pike being taken, but I think it 
too soon. I rarely begin before the latter end of August, for I find they are 
not worth the catching much before; but probably their feeding grounds have 
something to do withit. But I like pike-fishing when the rings rattle with the 
ice running through them ; then, when you find your sixty yards of line being — 
straightway taken from you, you must warm up to the occasion, and show Mr. 
Esox luctus that if he is in his own element he is not quite master of all he 
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surveys. I saw at the Fisheries Exhibition some 
Jardine’s. Unfortunately, I have never had the opportunity to try conclusions 
with a heavier than 12]b., but hope some day to meet with a chance that will 

| make me tremble for the tackle ; but we, unfortunately for sportsmen, do not 
grow such monsters.—C, Price. ’ 


; fishing at Hampton, on July 8th, two bream, 31b. 60z.; one perch, 7 oz. 
Smith, at Esher, r bream, 2 lb. 15 oz. Mr. Pearce, July gth, at Shepperton, 
| roach, 2 lb. 10 oz. ; dace, 31b. 5 0z. Mr. Bisley, same time, dace, 3 Ib. 4 oz. 
Mr. Palmer, same time, roach, 2 lb. 43 02.; dace, 2 lb. 12 0z. Mr. Pacy, at 
Hampton, July toth, two bream, 3 Ib. 5 oz.; roach, 2 Ib. 10} 0z. Messrs. A. 
and H. Hewett, fishing in the Thames at Hampton, caught ten bream, weight 
34 Ib. 11 0z., largest 5 lb. 0} oz.; dace, 6 Ib. 6 oz.; roach, 41b.90z. Mr. 
Pacy, at Twickenham, on July rth, one barbel, 2 Ib. 6 0z. AIf Smith, at 
‘ Twickenham, on 13th, dace, 6 Ib. 62 oz.; roach, 2 lb. 11 oz. Mr. Arthur 
Hewett, at Hampton, roach, 3 1b. .12} 0z. ; dace, 2 Ib: 13 oz.—Atr. H. Brs- 
LEY, Hon. Sec. ; 


very fine specimens of Mr. 





JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
Our members have been doing very well this last fortnight. Mr. Hewett, 
) 2 Alf 





KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 
_ Very poor shows on the 15th inst.; Messrs. E. Saunders, C. Saunders, 
Pearce, Bromsgrove, Young, and Sparrow contributing a mixed assortment of 
_ roach, gudgeon, and dace; Mr. Anstiss, eels.—W. DUuTTOoN, sec. 


July 17. —_—— 
LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We had a decent show of perch, jack, dace, and roach on the t5th; the jack 
has gone to Mr. Webb to be preserved.—D. Davy, sec. 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a grand show of fish on the 15th inst., and our trays were well filled. 
Mr. B. Graham headed the list with bream and roach, 24 lb.; Mr. Petrie; 
bream, 19 lb.; Mr. E. Barr, bream and roach, 6 lb.; Mr. T. Parker, bream, 
3 lb. 1¢0z.; Mr. T. Watts, roach, 1 1b. 44.0z. Mr. T. Goods yesterday had 
a beautiful show of fish. On Wednesday, the rst day of August, we have our 
general return visit on the Eastern list. We cordially invite brother anglers 
from any of the Associations to join us in passing a pleasant evening.— W. 
Brown, sec. : 

July 18. — 
“ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since my last report we have had good fish weighed in by the members of 
the above society. On July 8th, G. Drew, 10 lb. 13# oz. of bream and roach ; 
Obbard, chub, 21b.90z. On the rgth, Drew, sen., roach and bream, 
4 lb. 153 0z., one fish 2?'lb.;) G..Drew, fine bream, ‘9 lb. 14 oz, one perch, 
T Ib. 53 0z., roach, 11b., and bleak, 1 1b.'1} 0z.;. Richardson, bream. and 
roach, 3} 1b.; Crafford, 1 1b. 34 oz.; Laundy, roach and dace, 1 Ib. 53 oz: 
Be ca were out, but failed to weigh in.—J. OBBARD. 3 

uly 16. ——. 
PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the aboye club fish on the 22nd in the Stort, at Royden 
for three prizes, also for the president’s cup, value £5 5s., which has to be won 
three times before. becoming the property of the holder.. The club have a very 
good prize list for the coming season.—W. H. Paar, honsec. 


July 17. : ——-. 

PHGENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society were out in full force on the 15th, but 
sport was very poor. Mr. Keen weighed in bream, Mr. Baillie dace and 
roach, Mr. Maynard bream and dace, Mr, Packer dace, Mr. Glyn’ had some 
a pe bream from Amberley, Mr. Neaves roach, and Mr. Pritchard roach. 
QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Very few of cur members were out on the r5th inst. Mr. Pearce had 
17 1b. tof oz. of bream; Mr. Walford, 12 1b. 11} 0z., bream; Mr. Barrett, 
3 1b. 7 0z., bream; Messrs, Fayers and Hodges had some good roach. Our 
club will be removed from the Queen’s Arms, Bomore Road, tothe Black 
Bull, Silchester Road, Notting Hill.—S. Watrorp, sec. 


July. 17. es 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Several of the members of this society were out on the 15th, but, owing to 
the heavy fall of rain, they did not have much sport. Oae party visited 
Kingston, and complains—and I think all true members will join with him,— 
condemning the manner in which well-to-do (to all appearance) anglers get 
their fish. In the first place, there are parties living in the neighbourhood, 
who get their living by catching fish and selling them to parties who have 
been unable to catch any themselves and do not like to go home without when, 
for Is, or Is. 6d., they can have a good show of roach and dace. Another way 
is as follows:—An inhabitant of the’ neighbourhood will stroll Yound the 
water, and find a ‘* weak one,”’ and, for a consideration, will sit down alongside 
of him, and fish, and all the fish he catches he puts into the ‘weak one’s” 
box or whatever he might have for carrying them in; and, whenit is time to 
pack up, he does not know what fish he or the inhabitant has caught—they 
are all mixed together, and are taken home and exhibited as his own catching, 
and peihaps weighed-in in some society for a prize. I wish to caution all 
“weak ones”’ that dread to return home with a blank, should I fall across any 
of them performing the above swindle on their brother members, I certainly 
will make a report of it.—Pix1e, 


STOKE NEWINGTON. 

On the rsthinst., Mr. W. Webb weighed in bream, Mr, W. Robinson chub 
and dace, the chub being caught at Hornsey and the dace at Amberley on the 
same day. Mr. Robinson fairly earned his success. At the usual meeting on 
the 18th inst., Mr. Charles Martin, of How Street, Kingsland Road, a member 
of this society, exhibited the picture won by him at the late angling tournament 
at the Welsh Harp. Mr. Martin took third prize in the competition for 
amateurs, casting from the reel in Nottingham style; and by an error has been 
described in the certificate presented to him as ‘Mri Martin, of Newark.’’ 
‘Mr. Ghurney will, no doubt, have this rectified upon application to him.—T. 
GrETTon. © ¢ i 
July 19. ee 
LA STOKE-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY: 

_ The second competition in connection with this society took place at Market 
| Brayton, on Saturday afternoon, July 14, twenty members competing for ten 
: 








Prizes, given by tradesmen and and others of Stoke and neighbouthood. Owing 
to the recent heavy storms the water was in anything but angling condition ; 


. 
| a 
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the result was, no large baskets were made. Nevertheless sixteen members 
succeeded in taking fish. . The prize takers were :—Mr. E. Cocker first, Mr. 
T. Rushton second, Mr. A. Morgan third, Mr. R. Wallace fourth, Mr. R. W. 
Taylor fifth, Mr. H. Evans sixth, Mr. Wm. Evans seventh, Mr. J. Leese 
eighth, Mr. J. Hollins ninth, and Mr, Wm. Sweetnam tenth. Although the 
earlier part of the day was very cloudy and threatening, the afternoon turned 
be beautifully fine, and the outing was thoroughly enjoyed.—J, Hottrs, 
on. sec. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The following is a list of prizes the members of this society will compete for 
on August the 8th:—ist, silver cup, value £10 1os.; 2nd, given by Mr. 
Edwards, £3 38.; 3rd, Mr. Murray, £2 2s.; 4th, Mr. Hamlyn, £1 1s.; 5th, 
Mr. Bansback, jun., £1 Is. For honorary members only—ist, given by Mr. 
Harris, £2 2s.; 2nd, Mr. Watson, £1 Is. Time of starting, and where and 
how to fish, will be decided on Wednesday next, July 25.—Prxtk, 


THE LIVERPOOL CENTRAL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The first match of the above association was fished in the Dee, at Rosset, on 
Monday last ; but owing to none of the members being well acquainted with it, 
and a scarcity of rain, which left the river very fine, the takes were small; but 
in spite of this, the party spent a very enjoyable day, Mr. G. McKee securing 
both the prize for the heaviest fish, and that for the heaviest basket, with some 
very fine dace.—W. WILDS, Hon. Sec. 

; WALTONIANS. j 

Mr. Packman hada jack from the Harp, 7 1b. 6 0z.; Mr. J. Moore had roach 
and dace, 8 1b. 14 0z.; Mr. Malcolm had roach and bream, 5 lb., one roach 
I lb. 7 0z.; Messrs. Morgan, Jukes, and W. Dodge also weighed in.—A. J. 
MARRIOTT. 








WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The house- warming that was promised this society by the members of the 
South London United took place on the 16th. Mr. Palmer presided, assisted 
by Mr. Gayney, and right well they earned the thanks they received for the part 
they had taken in carrying out the affair, which proved a great success. Over 
one hundred members were present, to say nothing about wives and sweet- 
hearts, who took up their position in the garden adjoining the concert-room. 
Mr. Hill (mine host) created much amusement wih his ‘‘ Proverbs Turned 
Upside-down,”’ and Mr. Grant’s ‘* Wooden Image ”’ created roars of laughter. 
Mr. Bicknell sang ‘- The Cricket Club”’ and ‘‘Oh! Whata Mug’’; Messrs. 
George, W. Page, and a great number of other gentlemen contributed towards 
the amusement of the evening. The roll call was responded to by the Anglers’ 
Pride, Bermondsey Brothers, Anchor and Hope, Rodney, Second Sarrey, 
South London, South-Eastern, and Peckham Brothers: Mr. Palmer, on behalf 
of the members of his society, and also for Mr. Hill, returned his most sincere 
thanks to. all those who had visited him on this occasion. This breught the 
amusement of the evening to a close as far as Iwas concerned; having other 
business to attend ft», ‘*I flewed,’’—PIXxIE. 


A New INK-SUPPLYING. PENHOLDER.—Mr. Berlram, who has 
patented many useful pens and penholders, has shown us the model 
of what really appears to be not only very good; but probably one of 
the best in the market. The advantages are that: you can use any 
pen in this holder, and get a continuous supply of ink as long as the 
supply lasts. It appears to us, judging from the short experience we 
have had with it, to answer very well indeed. It will be on the 
market within two months from the present time to retail at 3s. each 


A LESSON IN POLITENESS.—A | diminutive » boot-black. came 
whistling merrily down Third avenue in: Harlem. one cold evening in 
the early part of the week, when, just as he was passing a saloon he 
discovered the stump of a cigar on thesidewalk. Eagerly possessing 
himself of the treasure he entered a saloon and asked for a match. 
‘We don’t give any matches,” said the man behind the barina 
surly manner. The boy turned. and walked to the door. There he 
hesitated a moment, and returning, asked: ‘‘ Do you sell matches, 
Mister?” ‘* Yes,” replied the man who was growing uncomfortable 
under the scrutiny of a party of gentlemen at the bar whose attention 
had been drawn to the boy. ‘‘ How much are they?’ asked the 
boot=black. ‘* Five cents,’’:was the answer. ‘‘ Just give me a box,” 
said the boy, reaching a nickel up to the counter. Having procured 
the matches the boy deliberately opened the box, and after taking 
out a few matches which he placed in his pocket, calmly lit his “butt,” 
and then returning the box to the astonished storekeeper, remarked : 
“Say, Mister, the next time any gentleman asks you for a match just 
give him one out of my box.”—New England Grocer. 

Not Narvous.—At Cross Keys my horse fell lame, and as night 
wascomingonI gave up the idea of reaching Port Republic, and 
made for the nearest farm house. The people were kindness itself, 


, and when bedtime came she gave me the bedroom off the parlour, 


and a bed so high and luxurious that I was asleep in five minutes. 


|Inless than an hour the old farmer rapped on the door, put his 


) feel one in bed with you don’t feel a bit alarmed. 


head into the room and queried, ‘Stranger from Michigan, are ye 
awake pers esa “OYou Hine matvous, are yer’*s i" Notea 
bit.”? §*I. just, looked in to tell ye (that we are ' bothered 
with milk-snakes. The old woman says that there was one 
round the room to-day and she meant to drive him out, 
but forgot to. They are harmless as kittens, you know, and if you 
Good night.” 
It was awful good:in him, but he doesn’t know to this day that I 


| piled out of bed like astreak o’ lightning, got into my clothes, and 


then skipped through the window and siept in the barn all night. 


GzonrcE James Earon, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 


| of the best fishermen.of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices $ 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d, per Dozen; Dropper. Flies,2s, per Dozen, Oiders punctually 


attended to,—[Apvr.] 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, JULY 21. 





Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge 6 Ae Sa ae A oo | aE 
Putney .. a we Ae eee eee she Rte 
Kewe-.. oe oe oe 5a th oe 4.21 
Richmond Br A an ee ete om po ethyl: 


MID-THAMES. 


Fishing in the Thames has been in the ascendant since Henley Regatta, but 
the water has been so jumbled up and disturbed that litde success has attended 
the disciples of Walton. Ruach and perch are feeding in capital form, and 
affording sport and good baskets to the dozens of punts daily out. Barbel, as 
yet, seem shy, and the same may be said of chub of the sogdollager type, 
but smaller leatherheads are rising to the fly in galore. Gudgeon are the 
coming fish, but as yet do not come over fast—sunshine being wanted to bring 
these succulent dainties to book. At Windsor two trout have been had by a 
London piscator, also baskets of to, 9, 7, and 64 dozen roach, besides an occa- 
sional small barbel, and here and there a perch. At Bourne End, two jack, 
going respectively 5 lb. and 6} 1b., have been had, and at Marlow, one jack of 
7 lb., by Mr. Putman, of Shepherd’s Bush, London. In the Harley waters, 
on Wednesday, two patrons of Hatch, of Marlow, got well amid the perch; 
and also Messrs. Birch and Lever did a pretty three hours’ evening work amid 
the same fish, using gentles, roast lamb, red worms, bitter ale, and pollards for 
bait. At Medmenham, Messrs. Troupe and Sturges have been industrious amid 
es and barbel, but nothing accruing in weight to make the back hair stand on 
end. 

Thursday evening.—Rain much improved the water. Weather delightfully 
fine, with wind steady in fishermen’s quarter, viz.. S.\W.—MAxRLow Buzz. 


Ancholme District. 


The waters are now in first-class order, and the fishing has consequently 
much improved. Some juveniles are beginning to fly-fish for roach and dace— 
one of these caught on the first occasion twenty-five fish. Bream are beginning 
to feed, and a few have been caught about Brandy Wath. I have not heard ofany 
pike as yet, but it is too early for them. I caught seven very fine trout one 
evening after tea; they weighed 4 lb., the largest being about 1 lb,.—THoMAS 


Forb. 
Ballynahinch. 


This last week has not bcen so good for salmon, but trout are taking more 
freely, although no large baskets have been made as yet, the weather being 
very much against trout fishing. The following is the number of salmon 
caught :—On the 11th, Col. Biden, five salmon, 9, 8, 8, 7, and 6 lb. ; on the 
same date, Messrs. Eades and Houlgrave, seven sea trout; Mr. Beaumont, 
eight trout; Mr. Taylor, one salmon, 5}1b. On the 12th, Messrs. Eades and 
Houlgrave, eight trout ; same date, Mr. Luke two salmon and Mr. Sutherland 
one, 10 lb.. Onthe 13th, Col. Biden, one salmon and two trout; Messrs. 
Eades and Houlgraye, one salmon of 8 lb. and three trout; Mr. Luke, one 
salmon of 16 lb. and three trout ; Mr. Lawson, one salmon of 9 lb. and two 
trout ; Mr. Dudgeon, twosalmon of 8 and 10 lb. and two trout ; Mr. Taylor, one 
salmon of 83 1b. ; Mr. Sutherland, one salmon of g} lb. ; Mr. and Miss Chap- 
man, four trout ; Mr. Lynch, one salmon of 9 lb. On the 14th, Col. Biden, one 
salmon of 8 }b.; Messrs. Eades and Houlgrave, one of 8 lb. and twelve trout ; 
Mr. Lawson, one of 8 lb.; Mr. Blanford, eight trout; Mr. Lynch, jun, one 
salmon of 9 lb, ; and Mr. Sutherland, one of 8} lb. and 6 trout. Qn the 16th 
Messrs. Eades and Houlgrave, one salmon of 8 Ib. and two trout so Mr Luke, 
one of 7} 1b.; Mr. Lynch, jun,, two salmon of 74 and 831b.; Mr. J.C, Mac- 
redy, two of to and 12 1b. ; Mr. Sutherland, one of 7} Ib. and 6 trout, Onthe 
17th, Mr, Houlgrave, one salmon of 73 lb.; Mr. Cooper one of 6lb.; Mr. 


Dudgeon, three of 9, 8, and 8 lb. ; and Mr. Wainthorpe, one of 71b. Alsoa — 
good many trout taken not mentioned.—WALTER BLACKADDER. ; 


Bure (Norwich). 

Good catches of roach are being had on this s!ream. From all points I hear 
of excellent sport. Wrexham especially has been a fortunate venture on the part 
of several; againat Horning Ferry flats are being taken in large numbers, also 
a fair quantity of roach. This favourite riverside hotel ought to be largely patron- — 
ised, as the angler is at all times sure ofsport and of good attention from Host 
Thompson. At Ranworth, and also down to Sonth Walsham Dyke, is now first 
rate water for bream fishing, and those who undertake the row from Horning 
will not have reason to regret it, as the fish are almost sure to run larger. 
Several matches are coming off at Horning soon, the results of which I will send. 
Prospects good.—Rosert Mott. | 


Camel ‘Camelford). 

The waters now in our river are in excellent condition, and several yood 
baskets have been taken. Peal and salmon are beginning to ascend, several 
of the former and one of the latter having risen to the fly on Monday last. 
Some good sport is anticipated. Flies for trout: red palmers and blues.—H, 


O. PENGELLY. 
Cherwell District. 


Chub are going well at the crayfish tail or a struggling cockchafer, deprived 
of his case-wings, and impaled on a No. 4 round-bend Carlisle. -Roach — 
very slowly at paste, gentles, or malt. Perch very eagerly at both worms 
and minnow, and the water is low, fine, and in magnificent order for all round 
fishing. On Wednesday, Mr. Davis, from some private water, had four jack, 
the largest 33. 1b., the whole weighing 8lb. In the Windrush, Mr. Collier 
landed a trout scaling 81b., and Mr. J. Dickinson, in the upper Cherwell, 
bagged seven dozen roach. On Thursday, in addition to the large 7 lb. carp 
I reported as taken by Mr. Wallace, he had six others going from 3 to 4]b., 
and on the succeeding twa days six more, averaging {from 2 lb. to 3 lb. 1oz., 
making in all a grand total of thirteen fish. On Friday, Mr. S. Davis, at Deep — 
Martin’s, caught seventy-two small perch, all of which were returned to the 
water; Mr. Shirley, at Thrupp, seventeen perch and a 21b. jack; Mr. Herbert, 
in the lower Cherwell, three jack, weighing 9 1b., and fifteen fair-sized perch; — 
and Mr. Walton, higher up, a carp which turned the scale at 3} 1b. On Satur- 
day, Mr. S. Davis, three jack about 14 1b. each. On Monday, Mr. T. Cleaver, 
a jack of 3}1b., and a chub about 24.1b.; Mr. Davis, from Deep Martin’s, also 
getting two jack. On Tuesday, from the higher reaches of the canal and 
Cherwell, Mr. Corbett, whipping with a bunch of gentles, had 14 1b. of chub, 
the two best fish going 3lb. each. I do not wish to cross pens and purposes 
with your would-be witty Mid-Thames correspondent, who I must say some- 
times displays a slight aberration in his use of the Stygian fluids; but until « 
I perused his lamentable attempts to be facetious, I was unaware that this was 
the preliminary training-ground for embryo comic journalists—CHERWELL © 


OTTER. 
Chichester. 


In last week’s report the printer sayeth, ‘¢ The lower reaches of the Canal © 
are full of mud.’’ It should read full of weeds. With good grapnels used at 
break of day, and spot well ground baited, good sport has been had, although — 
the paters and maters of the bream family seem seldom roaming except at the — 
daybreak and after twilight. The giddy young creatures of the family may be 
taken throughout the day by the dozen. Nocturnal fishing has not been so — 
successful as during the winter months, but few big fish coming tohand. Some — 
good perch are reported. One yesterday taken bya Brighton visitor, baiting — 
with worm, at 2 lb., but allowance must be made for angler’s weight. To- 
night (Thursday), early closing evening, the canal will be swarming with rodsters, — 
and strings of small fry taken. It is a pity we cannot put a stop to this whole- 
sale destruction, but in a free water the question is a difficult one. At Selham 
some of our Chichester members have had fair sport. For areal day’s enjoyable 
angling, combined with beautiful scenery, Selham is the best day’s outing in the 
district. Weather more settled.—G. F. Satter. ; 


Chingford. 
July 15th, some fine roach and perch taken; 18th, three gentlemen took — 
some fine roach and chub. Some fine eels have been taken this week, and are 
still on the feed; water in very fine condition.—A. STEELE. oe 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 4 

On the 16th, Mr. Dixon 6 brace, Mr. Gallon 44 brace, Mr. Noble 3 brace; 

on the 17th, Mr. Gallon 5 brace, Mr. Noble 44 brace; on the 18th, Mr. — 

Gallon 8 brace, Mr. Noble 6 brace, all with worm. The river isin a good 
condition for worm fishing.—A. GLAss, ; 


Derwent (Chatsworth), 


This river could scarcely be in more suitable order than at the present time. 
Owing to the recent rains it is running at a nice height and in very good colour, 
a circumstance that is especially welcome to bottom-fishers. Trout and - 
grayling sport at this river since I last wrote has been excellent, many large 
dishes having been killed, and doings have been most remunerative, The 
most destructive flies have been the bumble, dotteril and black gnat. Trout 
and grayling have been taking the worm and maggot freely—in fact, the largest 
bags have undoubtedly fallen to the bottom-fishers. Prospects for next week — 
seem to be all that can be desired.—WHEATSHEAF Hore. 


Dove. 


Water and weather everything that could be wished, and sport has been 
exceptionally fair since my last. A good dish of trout, numbering ten brace, 
were taken from one of the river’s tributaries, the Blythe, on Saturday last 
with the red bumble, by a gentleman visitor, and several other takes of 7 to 9 
brace have been taken from the main river with the red caterpil'ar and ‘* Little 
Chap.’?’ Worm and minnow fishing has also been fairly good, several heavy 
trout falling victims to the ‘‘ Derby killer’? andthe ‘‘ Universal’? on Monday © 
and Tuesday.—Tun SPLODGER, 


Eden (Carlisle). 


I sent you no report last week, as there was literally nothing to say. This | 
week I am in nearly the same fix. July is notoriously the worst angling month 
in the season here. If weather and water were both suitable a few trout might — 
be killed during the day with the clear water-worm. But trout fishing is — 
practically over, and the whitings have not. yet made their appearance in the 
river. However, I am glad to say we have tidings of these lively and delicious 
fish, for they are killing a few every day in the stake nets in the Solway. In 
ten or fourteen days we ought to see something of them. Mr. Slater tells me 
that on Saturday evening trout rose nicely after 8 o’clock,. He had twenty- 


- 
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three, weighing 9 Ib., taken with very fine gut and midge flies. Between 9 
o’clock and 9g.20 he killed fifteen, and had to run to catch the last train. I 
have known the day when he would have fished on as long as they would bite, 
_ and gone home on Mr. Shanks’s nag. I wish some of you south country chub 
fishers would come and help us to clear the river of these pests. They are 
becoming such a nuisance that the Angling Association is paying men to 
poison them. This is easily done without doing harm to the other fish. 
Anyone who will confine himself to coarse fish may have leave to fish without 
any cost whatever.—SILVER GREY. 


Exe (Exeter), 


Some very good perch-fishing has been obtained during the last week, the 
larger takes being had with a live minnow. I took one over I lb. this week 
near Cowley and several others. Mr. Mould also banked a nice jack and some 

erch, largest 3 1b, Some extensive improvements have been made at Cowley 
ridge Weir, and universal satisfaction is expressed with the work done and 
the manner in which it has been carried out. The salmon will be able to ascend 
the river with any good freshet that comes. Weather wet now, with southerly 
wind.—J. A. KELLEY. 
Greeta (Ingleton). 


There has been considerable destruction ot fish in the river Greeta, owing to 
the very great flood a few weeks since. It appears the Craven Lime Company 
store a quantity of lime ashes on the bank of ‘the river, and the flood being 
unusually high, it washed it into the water, thus destroying all the trout 
between Ingleton and Burton, a distance of three miles. Large quantities of 
trout were taken with hand nets as they floated down, Although the water 
has been in nice order for fly fishing, I have not heard of any heavy baskets 
being made, and fear that the long netting fraternity have been at work during 
the long dry time we had through May and June, as I frequently heard of 
trout being in the village when there was no rod fishing at all.—INGLEBoRO’. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing has been very slack until Wednesday, when the weather brightened 
and some good baskets of fish were caught by boating parties, consisting cf 
bream, tamlin, pollack, and whiting. A large conger was hauled from the 
jetty, weighing 28 1b’, and a quantity of whiting. Wraff eels and whiting are 
very plentiful in-shore, and are caught by people fishing from the rocks. On 
Thursday, in fine weather, several boats were out, and all brought in a splendid 
lot of bream, with a few pollack and whiting. A quantity of crabs have been 
taken from the holes between Hele and Village Point, and several lobsters have 
been brought in from the pots. The trawling skiffs have brought up very little 
fish from the Bay. Weather fine.—E. CoMEr. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Changeable weather still, and little or no fishing up to the present. The 
_ lakes are not settled yet after the last flood. On the roth Tom E'let gct two 
nice salmon, 233 1b., with spoon bait ; Mr. Hoddor, one, 9 1b ; Tim M‘Carthy, 
three salmon, 31 lb. ; Robin Robert, two peal, of 10 lb.; Thade Marah, two 
peal, of 9 lb.; D. C. Coltsman, one, 11 1b., on Flesk. Next day—Mr. John 
C. Coltsman, one, 93 lb., and two peal of ro lb. Mr. Hodd, on 12th, got 
three salmon; on 13th, four salmon; on 15th, one salmon. The nets at 
Muckross are getting a good many salmon and peal. Glena got about 4o 
salmon. 16th, Tim M‘Carthy, two salmon, 22 lb., and a peal of 53 1b. ; John 
Robert, two peal of 12 1b. The trout rose well during the last few days. The 
taking flies are orange grouse, silver horn, silver rail, hare’s ear, and yellow 
a d blue flies. —Tim M‘Cartuy. 


Lea (Rye House). 


There were some very nice perch taken from the Stort on Wednesday, and 
frem the Black Pool some nice dace taken; but avery fewroach. The water 
very bright now.— WM. CowELL, 


Lea (Tottenham). 


Mr. Hazlewood hadsome very nice perch on the 15th; Mr. Herbert, very 
nice carp and three chub; Mr. Windsor, some good dace; Mr. Chapman, a 
good basket of roach ; Dick Hughes, some very nice roach; Mr. Willmott, 
a barbel weighing 6} lb , a very fine specimen fsh.—J. T. Day. 


Lea (Ware). , 


During the week the water has been in splendid condition, and it is so up to 
this (Thursday) evening, for all bottom fishing. The trout are still difficult to 
get at, even with the fly, the cold winds that have been so prevalent preventing 
them from rising. Some very fine roach and chub have been taken, and at the 
early part of the week especial good takes were made near the bridge. The 
Boom is alive with fish, and this evening they are taking the paste bait very 
freely, and should the weather keep warm, there must be every prospect of 
some very good sport in this coming week. 


Lea (White House). 


™ The roach continue well on the feed, and some very pretty takes have been 
exhibited at the house. A few good chub have also been deluded from their 
watery homes, and some really splendid specimens of the silvery dace have 
also been overcome by Mr. Bennett’s provision of steel silk and feather, 
which are got up regardless of expense for the special delectation of the two 
last named fish. In the upper section of the water, are one or two goodly 
shoals of bream, which should attract the attention of such anglers’ as take to 
themselves glory in landing heavy fish.—G@uno. BERESFORD. 


Leicester. 


_ During the week, the weather has been fine but stormy; but this did not 
deter a good number attending the waters in this locality. The sport has been 
up to the average, and as one enthusiastic angler expressed himself ; the roach 
shouid begin to take the wheat ‘like mad.’? Among the most successful 
anglers in the society’s waters at the latter end of last week were Mr. Stevens 
with 6 lb. of roach, Mr. Bird with 61b., and on Saturday, this angler landed 
8 Ib. of the last mentioned species, whilst on this day Mr. Stafford took 9 lb. 
On most of the evenings during the present week, Messrs Taylor and Stafford 
have had good catches. On Monday, Mr. Gladstone among a lot of roach had 
one weighing 1}b. 10 0z. Thursday, the weather was fine, and the prospects 
for angling look promising.—ALERT. 


Lochinver (Sutherland). 


Anglers have been having good sport, and several heavy baskets have been 
brought in. The continued dry weather has left the rivers in such a low state 
that salmon and sea trout, though swarming in the bay, are unable to ascend, 
and consequently salmon fishing has been a failure. Sportsmen are anxiously 
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wishing and waiting for rain, when it is anticipated that excellent sport will be 
got. Several fine sea trout have been secured in the bay by phantom minnows 
in the evenings, yielding capital sport: The following are some of the best 
takes :—Messrs. Maitland and Small, Dundee, on Lochinver, June 29, five sea- 
trout, 10 ]b. ; 30th, on Lock Fewin, 24 lb. trout, on Lochinver, four sea: trout, 
10 lb. ; July 3, three sea-trout, 65 1b. ; 4th, three sea-trout, 4 1b. on Loch- 
inver, and on Shinaskaig one salmo ferox, 4% 1b., 19 1b. trout. Mr. McInnes, 
Rickerby, Carlisle, July 3, three sea-trout, 5 Ib., on Lochinver, and on Loch 
Reannech, 16 lb. trout; July 4, on Loch Fewin, 12 lb. Major Sturrock, 14 lb. 
Col. Stirling, 1olb.; and on Lochinver Canon Evans, 80 lb. sea-trout, Mr. F. 
Halley, Newport, 71b. In all upwards of 100 lb. of sea-trout have been 
caught in the bay within the last ten days. 


Moy (Ballina) and Lakes. 


Since my'last report the river has not been in good order for a single day ; 
constant rain day and night, which kept the water on the rise and in a muddy 
state. A few fish were killed by the minnow and a few bythe fly. Nothing 
doing onthe Lough to speak of. Just now the river is coming into good trim, 
and the weather looks like being fine.—F. HEARNS. 


Ouse. 


There seems no chance of bream here yet. For though there are plenty, 
they do not show up as though they meant business. The only good ones that 
have been caught, ‘‘to my knowledge’’ since my last report to I’. G., are one 
of 4 Ib. by Mr. Heading, Ely. Six going from 12 to 14 lb. (not weighed) ; the 
lot taken in half an hour on the morning of the 8th instby Mr. J. Cullum, 
Norwich, and one by myself of 3 lb. 2 oz. Other fish are feeding by fits and 
starts. The roach came on well for the first time on Saturday last (which is 
very eatly for this water), when Mr. Ratliffe and friend from London enjoyed 
some good sport, though I am sorry to say the roach were small, and a great 
number had to be returned to the water as undersized. On Monday again 
Mr. Gifford and friend, of London, got among them, whilst Mr. Claude Bacon, 
of Cambridge, packed a seven lb creel with fair sized roach in about four hours, 
Again on Tuesday the same promising young angler did the same thing, and [ 
am happy to say was able to top _his creel with a handsome brace of roach 
going within a shade of 2 1b the brace; prospects magnificent for the coming 
time. —CHARLES SOUTH. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


These rivers are in good fishing order ; fish are well on the feed. Between 
6oand 70 lb. were taken on Saturday morning by Mr. Jefferies.—'S. E. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This stream has improved considerably in the week, and may be said to be 
in good order for angling. Some nice trout have been caught near the isle, 
otherwise little remains to be saidon the Shrewsbury side, with the exception 
of very few salmon having been takea with rod and line in this locality for a 
long time. Higher up stream the salmon nets have been doing a good stroke 
of business, to the detriment of fly-fishers, who are the principal sufferers. On 
the Bridgnorth and Bewdley quarter fishermen have been more lucky, some 
very good baskets of trout having been landed. The weather has not been 
favourable for angling, and there seems but little prospect of the weather 
settling down fine.—SALOPIA. 


Snow Sewer (Haxey). 

This water for some years has been preserved by Councillor Hutchinson, of 
Sheffield, and the other day a party visited it for the purpose of taking pike. 
One gentleman in one day caught one 20 lb., another 14 Ib., and a few 
smaller. I understand a few tickets for the water have lately been offered at 
Tos. each.—X. 

Swale. 


In answer to our friend, Mr. Corry, I may say, when I last wrote about the 
size of the trout in the Swale, I did not meation any particular locality, but 
had the upper reaches of the water in view. Having fished the whole of the 
river, from Leoming Lane to its source, I should say that 340z. or } 1b. isa 
fair average weight for the whole of the river. In its upper reaches they are 
smaller, about Richmond a little larger. Trout fall off in numbers very much 
below Richmond, and dace, perch, barbel, &c., take their places. L have 
caught a few trout below Richmond of } lb. and 1 lb., but I have also taken 
occasional fish of this size above Gunnerside. Fish of 2lb. or more have 
occasionally been caught, but these are very rare. The river has a wonderful 
capacity for breeding, despite the lead mines, if netting was abolished.— 


THOMAS FORD. 
Teme (Ludlow-) 


The Teme is again in good order, and the same can be said of its various 
tributaries. A gentleman caught 22 trout last Saturday in the Onibury waters 
averaging 4lb each, also a number of rough fish, We must mention that this 
gentleman had the assistance of a friend, who knew every yard of the river. 
Some good trout have been caught near Steventon, and also at Ashford. At 
Ashford five fine otters have been seen of late, and the Hon. Gecffrey Hills 
Otter Hounds will hunt in the Teme in this district to-day and to-morrow. 
Several fine trout have been caught near the weirs on the Teme. Repeated 
questions have arisen respecting the source of the Teme We may state that 
the source of the River Teme is at the foot of Clay Hill, near Kerry, situate 
three miles south-east of Newtown in Montgomeryshire. Northwest of Ludlow 
the Teme makes its appearance, and the Corve, after glidiag several miles 
down a rich valley northwards, unites with it opposite the grand old ruins of 
Ludlow Castle, then running on the west and south sides of the town, where 
several weirs are erected to retain the water for supplying the mills.» A great 
quantity of water almost constantly rolls over these weirs, which produces a 
very pleasing cascade - like appearance, with an agreeable murmuring and 
soothing effect. The water, leaving the town, takes a south-eastern course, 
in some places bounding the county of Salop, and in others varying and after 
receiving the Ledwych and Rea, with many contributory streams, glides at the 
foot of the pretty little town of Tenbury in Worcestershire, and falls into the 
Severn below the capital of that county. Some sixty or seventy years ago a 
great stir was made, and a survey of the Teme was made, in order to ascertain 
the practicability of erecting locks and weirs to make it navigable to Worcester, 
but the violence of the current, the great height of the shores, crowded with 
rocks and wood, and its channel narrow, were considered unconquerable 
obstacles to the undertaking, which had to be abandoned. The Teme contains 
pike, trout, grayling, perch, eels, roach, and other sorts of excellent fish. The 
Corve produces trout, chub, eels, &c. Buffon’s ‘‘ Natural History,” vol. 2, 
page 200, says that the largest grayling heard of was taken near Ludlow ; 
it weighed 4lb 60z, and was half a yard long.—S. 
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Thames (Chertsey). 


I have a short report this week owing to my being away up country, where 
I am going to fish next week. Out with two gentlemen on Saturday, nine 
bream. I will let you know about my fishing up country later on, when I hope 
to give a good account of it to you.— JAMES HASLETT. 


Thames (Cookham). 
Mr. Hill, of Oxford Street, out with E. Godden, on Tuesday, July 17, 
caught a fine handsome trout of 5 lb. 12 0z.—J. CHILD. 


Thames (Datchet)- * 


The water is low and clear. Some good chubbing might be had now if we 
could only be favoured with hot weather. I hear Gray has been among 
the barbel yesterday, catching between 30 and 4o lb. weight, with greaves. 
With the above exception the fishing has been very dull. In the Windsor 
district up to the present the only encouragement’barbel-fishers have had with 
the worm has been among the trout. Sixteen have been caught to my know- 
ledge. Marsh, a local of Eton, caught a trout on the 15th, spinning with 
artificial bait, weighing 45 1b.—G. L. 

Thames (Eynsnam). 

We have had some very good sport this weeek amongst roach, dace and 
chub ; gentles and lob worms were the most killing baits. Mr. Geen and self 
went to the Winrush yesterday (Wednesday) ; Mr. G. took four nice trout, 
several good dace and roach, and some large chub, all caught with lob worms. 
We have been to the Evenlode to-day, and had good takes, including perch. 
Water all round in capital condition,—W. B. Hower. 


Thames (Goring). 

Water in good order for all sorts of fishing. There has not been much 
doing here this week. My best day, two dozen of perch and four dozen of 
gudgeon.—JOHN RUSH. 

Thames (Hampton Court). 

Roach and dace are plentiful in this neighbourhood. ‘William Milbourne, in 
two days, thirteen dozen of roach and dace, and seven barbel weighing 18 lb. 
His son Thomas has taken thirty-two barbel, in four days, of about 23 1b. 
each, Thomas Wheeler, in four days, twenty-eight dozen of roach and dace, 
four barbel, weighing 12 lb., and three bream 8 1b. C. Davis, in three days, 
ten barbel and a jack of 5 lb.—M. 

Thames (Kingston.) 

John Johnson, sen., has been making about six dozen of roach and dace per 
day and some barbel and bream. He had two interesting incidents in roach- 
fishing—one where a large trout, of about 12 Ib , took a dace on roach tackle, 
close to the punt—it came up to the surface for his bait, had three or four runs 
with him, and then lost it; the other was‘where a jack, on the roach tackle, 
took a single gentle on drawn gut.—M. 


Thames (Oxford). 

In all parts of the Thames in the vicinity of Oxford the returns have been 
exceedingly good. The*best catch I have heard of was made on Friday last by 
the Thames Conservators, who were inspecting the river, and took two men 
red-handed whilst using a qo feet fine net. As luck would have it, there was 
no magistrate anywhere near—like the gentle Roberts, they are not always at 
hand when they are wanted, so the net had to be returned, but I understand the 
offenders are to be summoned in a few days’ time. On Wednesday, Mr. H. 
‘Wood, in the Go istow water, landed three jack, weighing together 11 lb.; and 
Mr. Haynes, at Culham, ten perch. On Friday, Mr. C, Peek, at Pinkhill, 
bagged several good chub, four of which went over 2 1b. in weight. Mr. Ball, 
at Eynsham, seven jack weighing about 14 1b.; and Mr, C. Mallett, at Ifley, 
fourteen perch and two jack. On Saturday, Mr. Potter caught thirteen roach 
at Bolscott Bridge, three of them being over 1 lb.; and Mr. Cox, at Eynsham, 
landed a fine perch of 13 1b., and a jack going 2} 1b. Cn Monday, from the 
Oxford Angling Society s water, Mr. J. Dickenson grassed eight jacs, weighing 
16 lb., the largest fish being 4 Ib., 3 1b., 21b., 21b., and so on. At Folley 
Bridge, Messrs. Simmonds and Dolley had five barbel, going respectively 5 Ib., 
3 lb., 2} 1b.; and Mr, English, in the Oxford Angling Society's water, eight 
perch. On Tuesday, Messrs. Payne and Such landed six jack, weighing 441b., 
4 1b., 31b., 23 1b., two 141b. Mr. Deane, carping below Lechlade on the 16th, 
17th, and 18th, secured four brace of jack (one of which went 6 lb.) and several 
perch. Mr, L, Kelson, at Pinkhill, twelve chub, one a beauty of 41 1b.; and 
Mr. Wyatt, at Osney, three, weighing together 32 1b. On Wednesday, above 
Godstow, Messrs, Craddock, Tanner, and Heaps, trolling and worm fishing, 
caught thirteen perch and two jack, weighing 4 lb. and 3 1b.—MEDLEY 
TROUT. 

Thames (Staines). 

Angling has been somewhat slack this week, and there is only one report 07 
any consequence. A gentleman fishing with ©. Hone, in one day, eight 
barbel, one perch of 1 1b., and a chub of 21b. An angler fishing in a punt by 
himself has taken three jack, weighing 8 lb. Mr. George Rowles, at the Weir, 
has taken two trout of 2 Ib. each.—G. 


Thames (Sunbury). 

There has been some good fishing for roach and dace; the Strouds have been 
getting takes of five dozen each and a few bream. On the 15th, Messrs. 
Clarke and Sons had three punts out, resulting in a combined take of two 
hundred roach and dace; in other days about five dozen to each punt.—M, 


Thames (Walton). 


Friday, 13th, J. Hone, with two gentlemen, 6 dozen roach and dace, and 
four bream, the largest weighing 4 1b. G. Hone, jun., 10 dozen roach and 
dace. Saturday, 14th, R. Whatford, with Mr. Alexander, 4 dozen roach and 
dace, and two dozen gudgeon ; J. Hone, 6 dozen roach and dace ; G. Hone, 
Jun., 7 dozen roach and dace ; Mr. Landey, three jack, the largest, 4 Ib. 
On the 15th, R. Whatford, 5 dozen roach and dace ; G. Hone, jun., 9 dozen 
roach and dace, and two bream, 2 Ib. each ; Mr. Bryant and two gentlemen, 
19 bream ; Monday, 16th, ®. Whatford, with two gentlemen, 6 dozen roach 
and dace, and two bream ; and with Mr. Lutner, 3 dozen roach and dace, 
and one bream, weighing a pound: G. Hone, sen., with Mr. Macirill, eleven 
bream, averaging 2 lb., three roach, averaging rlb., one perch, 1 1b., and one 
jack,2]b. ‘Tuesday, 17th, R. Whatford, four bream, weighing together 10 Ib, 
and two roach, average 2 1b. Wednesday, 18th, G. Hone, jun., 9 dozen roach 
and dace, three bream, and one jack, 2 Ib. Thursday, tgth, G. Hone jun. 
reat a papery dozen a) ae dace, and one small jack, in three hours. 

e weather has been very cold and stormy, b is i 
fishing condition.—OLp Caras  Meheine tan de Peres 








Trent (Newark.) 


The water is now very low and clear, and most of the swims can be reached 
from the banks. The weather during the week has not been favourable for 
good sport, although several fairish bags have beenhad; bream, roach, dace, 
eels and flounders have at times been a bit on the feed, while a few odd barbel 
or chub have succumbed to the attractions of alob-worm. An old friend and 
Thad afew hours last Saturday, and got 20]b, principally eels and floun- 
ders, worm being the bait. I have heard of the bream being on the feed in a 
well-known reach or two in this locality, and a few fairish catches being had. 
I noticed a lot of barbel pitching, and should advise anglers to bait a swim for 
these fish. If the water keeps low and clear as at present, scratchings will be 
as good as anything. ‘These fish seem to be showing up in fairish quantities 
this season, and if weather and water keep all right, some good bags ought to 
be made. Roachand dace now should be taken with the maggot ; bream, 
eels, flounders, &c., will bite at the worm, while wasps’? grubs worked nicely 
down the streams, should account for a few chub, and if a swim or two is well 
baited with scratchings or worms, a bag of barbel ought to be theresult. One 


‘drawback, the weather looks very threatening and the wind keeps chopping 


from West to North and vice versa, in a very aggravating manner.—THE TRENT 


OTTER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


Angling pursuits have taken a wide turn this week. The river has been low 
and clear, and tarbel fishermen have mustered strongly, especially in the 
higher reaches; Shardlow has, in fact, received special attention, although 
sport does not seem to have been of the best. Mr. Wood, in the reach above— 
namely, Weston—has entertained his friends with salmon-netting, with the 
result that four grand fish, on Tuesday, were caught, largest 22 lb., second 
18lb., third 121b., and fourth 81b,. Cad-baits are now nearly used up, but on 
Wednesday three gentlemen using them below Sawley Bridge succeeded in 
taking a very choice sample of chub ; the largest was 341b. els are just now 
off the feed, and will only be caught by legering.—THE MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Wick. 

The herring fishery is now in full swing here, and has been up to this date 
very successful. On Tuesday 420 boats averaged 22 crans. On Wednesday, 
as I write, boats are coming in heavily laden. The catch for the season 
up to this amounts to 24,899 crans. The coast stations of Lyhster, 
Latheronwheel and Helmsdale had good fishings yesterday. ALEXANDER 
RAE. 

Witham and Drains. 

Boisterous, March-like, cold weather does not tend to encourage angling, 
and of such we have had some since my last, and until Tuesday, the consequence 
is, there has been grumbling on all hands, but upon the whole the determined 
have not done so badly. I hear of a party of three gentlemen, now at Skegness 
down at Eastville, making up a basket of over 26 lb., chiefly perch and roach ; 
at the same spot also, I hear of other anglers doing well. At other points on 
Hobhole Drain, there has been moderate sport, and the notable fish have been 
a tench, 3 lb 2 oz., at Sibsey Bridge, and a tench of 2? lb., and. a perch of 
13 1b., at Fishtoft. On the South Forty-foot, where the weeds have admitted 
of it, some good roach running, in many instances to 1lb. each,have been taken, 
one angler getting nearly a hundred fish near the oil mills, and there have been 
some half dozen pike taken up, reaching in one instance 61b., from Swineshead. 
From the smaller drains, fish have been brought, but the takes of roach have 
run smallin number. A visitor from Sheffield caught four jack in this water. 
On the Aqueduct Water, Mr. W. Day secured a pike and some large bream, 
and one of the latter fish taken by another angler scaled 4 1b. Several tench, 
pike and eels, have also been taken with the roach. On the Witham the sport 
his been rather limited. At Southery, Mr. Turner got among big bream, 
running to 33 1b., and he also got a perch 22 Ib. legering. At Hougham, I 
hear an angler got hold of a couple of small pike whilst maggot fishing for 
roach, and at Tattershall, pike were taken up to 7 1b. At Boston there were 
some decent roach taken from the Witham.—TuHE YeLLow Batty. 


Wye and Derwent. er 

On Tuesday morning we had a most beautiful woodland water come down 
the Derwent from the heavy thunder rain which fell up in the-woodlands. The 
bottom fishers all up and down the Derwent have done exceedingly well, chiefly 
with wasp grubs and maggots, and baskets up to twe:ve brace of good sized 
trout and grayling per angler have been made. Mr. William King, of Matlock 
Bath, killed a splendid trout of 24 1b. last night (Wednesday), with wasp grubs 
for bait, and several other good fish have been killed about Matlock and Darley 
Bridge. The fly fishers have done pretty well on the Derwent, both on Wed- 
nesday and to-day (Thursday), the yellow dun bumble, black gnat, and furnace 
all killing fish. Sport on the Wye eontinues very middling.—Gro. JAMES 
EATON. 

Yare (Norwich.) 

The Champion Angling Society hold their first match at Buckenham last 

Thursday ; the catches as a whole were not good. First prize, Mr. G. G. 


_Whincop, 18 1b. 8 oz.; 2nd, Mr. R. Moll, 16 lb. 6 oz. ; 3rd, Mr. Stannard, 


8 lb. 103 0z. Most of the catches were roach, though a few bream were taken, 
Jumbo, the Yarmouth steamer, is credited with spoiling sport, and certainly a 
heavy swell is very dangerous to small boats, and something ought to ba done 
to prevent her running or to regu'ate her speed. I hearofsome capital sport at 
Buckenham Ferry ; 2 stone 4]b. was taken to-day with one rod; yesterday some 
friends had excellent sport among the roach. Visitors will do well to make 
Buckenham their head quarters, as they can then fish some of the best reaches 
on the stream, as well as meet with good accommodation. They would also do 
well by becoming subscribers to The Yare Preservation Society, or at least to 
drop a donation into the box which is to be found at each fishing station. 
Prospects first-rate.-—RoBEeRT MOLt. ; 








ILLEGAL FISHING.—The Notts county magistrates have expressed 
a determination to put down the illegal fishing which goes on in the 
county, and which occasions so much annoyance alike to the real 
sportsman and the holders of preserves. On Thursday, at the Shire 
Hall, Nottingham, two young men were charged with illegally fishing 
in the Erewash, at Trowell, onthe 7th inst. They were caught setting 
night-lines in the portion of the river over which Mr. R. Birtrin has 
the right of fishing. Mr, Birtrin’s keeper had watched their move- 
ments and seen the lines thrown in. Each defendant had to paya 
fine of 5s., or in default to suffer seven days’ imprisonment. 
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ILLNESS OF MR. FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


Che readers will be sorry to learn that Mr. Francis Francis, 
Angling Editor of the /eld, has had rather a severe stroke 
of paralysis. We are glad to hear from Mr. F. Francis, jun., as we 
go to press, that his father “still slightly improved,” although for 
some little time to come there will be cause for anxiety. We are 
only echoing the heartfelt wishes of all true anglers when we 
express the hope for the speedy restoration to health of our 
leading angler and angling writer. : 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CAMBRIDGE AND ELY 
ANGLING SOCIETY. 


IMPORTANT DECISION AS REGARDS FENCE MONTHS. 


THE annual meeting of this angling society (the largest in the world) 
was held on June 29th, at the Lion Hotel, Cambridge. Dr. 
Cooper, president of the society, took the chair, and there was a fair 
attendance of members. 

After the minutes of the last annual meeting had been read and 
confirmed, the secretary read the annnal report for 1882-3, which 
was very encouraging. 

Mr. R. R. Royston moved and Mr. F. W. Miller, jun., seconded 
the adoption of the report. Mr. Royston remarked that the repert 
was a very good one. 

The report and statement of accounts were adopted. 

The Secretary proposed the re-election of Dr. Cooper as president 
of the society for the ensuing year. He was sure that the members 
were all very much obliged to Dr. Cooper for the interest he had taken 
in thé society since he was elected president. 


Mr. R. Ellis seconded, and said he thought they had been very » 


fortunate in securing Dr. Cooper’s services. He was very pleased to 
know that Dr. Cooper took so mnch interest in the society, and he 
was sure that with his assistance.the society would go on ina very 
flourishing manner. 

The proposition was unanimously agreed to. 

Dr. Cooper said it afforded him very great pleasure to accept office 
again. It was vety kind of them to say he had done some good for 
the society. He could only assure them that it had been his constant 
endeavour to see the society in a prosperous state. He was much 
pleased with the report and balance-sheet presented that night. He 
had the pleasure of informing members that there was every prospect 
of a good season beforethem. There was now a large number of 
pike and other fish, owing partly to the small number taken last year, 
and partly to the vigilance of the society and the law in preventing 
fish being taken at unlawful seasons. There was no doubt that a 
great interest attached to angling societies at the present time, and 
that they had been the means of directing attention to the question 
of fish culture and the preservation of fish. He was sure that all the 
‘members present would find great interest in attending—if they had 
not already done so—the National Fisheries Exhibition, in which he 
had spent two days that week. Even to those who did not care for 
fishing, that splendid Exhibition was well worth a visit. The exhibi- 
tion of stuffed fish caught in various parts of the country was certainly 

one of the most marvellous he had ever seen in his life. The sight 
was such as would incite one who was an angler to go and do like- 
wise. ‘There was one proposal in the report to which he could not 
help alluding, namely, the one in which they proposed to extend their 
season. There was only one portion of their water to which that pro- 
position would apply, namely, the South Level Cut. As they were 
aware, the Act of Parliament regulated the fishing which was not 
private property. Now, as the South Level Cut fishing was not the 
society’s property, Mr. Mundella’s Act did not apply there. With all 
deference to the law, they considered that the present close season 
was not exactly suitable totheir waters, The close season need not 
come into operation in their waters until at least a month later than 
the time fixed. The committee, therefore, proposed that all the 
members should be at liberty to fish for roach at an earlier date than 
that fixed for non-private waters. It would not be right to fish for 
pike, but there was very excellent roach-fishing up to April 15—and 
even later, but they thought they would be on the right side. This 
year the fish did not spawn until the end of May or the beginning of 
June. It was a great disappointment to many members that on two 
holidays of the year, Easter Monday and Whit Monday, they should 
be debarred from fishing, and the committee thought that in making 
the proposed alteration they would be relieving the members 
of that disappointment, by not only permitting them to fish 
for roach until April 15, but also to fish on the Bank Holidays if they 
happened to fall within the close season. With regard to the subject 
of the St. Ives waters, they last year gave up paying for the lease of 
the right of fishing in them as they found that the rights represented 
to be conveyed did not exist. They had been in negotiation with the 
St, Ives Club, and the club had made an arrangement which he 
thought would be satisfactory. They had not thought it right to 
enter into any final arrangement with them, but they proposed to 
leave it with the committee to negotiate with the St. Ives Club for 
reciprocal rights of fishing in each other’s waters without extra sub- 
scriptions. The Cambridge and Ely Society might, however, have to 
contribute to the funds of the St. Ives Club, as the number of members 
of the latter was very small compared with the membership of this 
society. Perhaps members of this society would not mind paying a 
-small subsidy. He thanked them for re-electing him president. So 


long as he might hold the office it would be his endeavour to do every- 
thing to promote its prosperity. He could only say it gave him very 
great pleasure to fill the office of president, for this was one of the 
few clubs in Cambridge which had no political tendency. If there 
were more of such clubs it would be for the common benefit of the 
people. 

Mr. A. T. Ellis proposed the re-election of Mr. Purchas as 
honorary secretary, and spoke in high terms of the manner in which 
Mr. Purchas had carried out the various duties of the office since he 
was first appointed. 

Mr, J. F. Miller seconded. He remarked that the duties of the 
office were very heavy, and they had to thank Mr. Purchas very much 
for the great interest he had in the society. 

The proposition was agreed to. 

The Secretary thanked the meeting for re-electing him, and called 
attention to the question of altering Rule I., so as to appoint some sub- 
secretaries in districts. He mentioned that there were several persons 
in Newmarket and elsewhere who could not be included in the com- 
mittee, the number of that body being restricted to twelve, but who 
thought they ought to hold some office, or would like to. 

Mr. R. Ellis proposed the re-election of Mr. Allen, of Ely, as 
secretary for the Ely district, remarking that his heart and soul were 
in the work, and that the society was very much indebted to him 
for the great trouble and pains which he took to carry out the duties 
of the office. 

Mr. Lee seconded, and said the society could not have a more 
energetic man than Mr. Allen. 

The Chairman supported the proposition, and added that Mr. 
Allen had worked up the society in Ely as no other man could have 
done. 

The proposition was agreed to. 

In connection with the election of the committee, which was the 
next business, the Secretary mentioned that there had been ten com- 
mittee meetings during the year, of which three were held at Ely and 
seven at Cambridge. The attendances had been as follows :— 
Allpress, 5; Archer, 0; Dewberry, 2; A.T. Ellis, 5; R. Ellis, 8; 
D. B. Flack, 1; E. Hills, 4; R. Hills, 5; E. M. Jones, 4; Lee, 7; 
J. F. Miller, 6; B. H. Mitchell, 1. 

The Chairman referred to the suggestion made by the Secretary as 
to sub-secretaries, and spoke in favour of replacing one or two of the 
members of the committee who had attended only once or not at 
all by one or two gentlemen the secretary had named, who were not 
on at present. 

After some further discussion, the composition of the committee 
was agreed to as follows:—Re-elected: Messrs. T. Allpress (Ely), 
H. Archer (Ely), E. Hills (Ely),-H..Lee, J. F. Miller, E. M. Jones, 
W. C. Dewberry, R. Ellis, A. T. Ellis, and R. Hills (Cambridge). 
Elected: Mr. W. E. Pain (Cambridge), in the place of Mr. B. H. 
Mitchell, and Mr. Howlett (Newmarket), in the place of Mr. Flack 
(Cambridge). 

On the proposition of Mr. Lee, seconded by Mr, R. Ellis, Mr. Ge 
Turner and Mr. E. L. Whitehead, of Cambridge, together with Mr. 
Rogers, of Ely, were re-appointed solicitors, with the thanks of the 
society for their past services. 

Mr. Hodson wished to make a proposition with a view to restrict 
the bait-catchers from throwing in their nets and disturbing the fish 
in particular parts of the society’s preserves, namely, at the two mills, 
the West Pit, and the boathouses at the Common. There had been 
great complaints of the disturbance of the fish by the bait nets just 
when people were fishing. He thought that the men might go 
further afield for their baits, even though it should give them a little 
more trouble. 

Mr. Miller agreed with Mr. Hodson’s remarks, but represented, in 
favour of the men, that no one knew the amount of trouble which 
was involved in bait-catching, Bait, moreover, could only be pro- 
cured in certain places, and not where the water was thick. He 
did not disagree with excluding the bait-catchers from the reserved 
parts of the river mentioned, but said they must not blame the 
men if they could not catch bait elsewhere. 

The Chairman said that no doubt the committee would notice the 
matter. The committee did pass a resolution upon the matter, but 
they rescinded it for the reason given by Mr. Miller. He was sure 
that the committee would take care that if any disturbance to 
angling were brought before them, steps should be taken to do away 
with it. 

Mr. R. Ellls hoped to see the use of live bait done away with. 

Mr. Hodson spoke of having a whip round to raise subscriptions 
for stocking the socieiy’s waters with grayling. He for one was ready 
to subscribe. 

Dr. Cooper said there was a society in Norfolk with whom he 
thought they might make an arrangement, but he did not- know 
whether the present time was the proper one or whether the grayling 
would succeed. A society was being formed at Lowestoft and Nor- 
wich. He would take good care that when any proposal was made 
to stock rivers, the subject of grayling should be brought before 
them. 

A vote of thanks to Dr. Cooper for presiding then terminated the 
proceedings. 





Mr. W. MAuRICE ADAMS has written a paper on ‘‘ The Water 
Babies of our Canals,” to appear in the August number of Casse/d’s 
Magazine. As will be inferred from its title, the paper will deal 
with the juvenile portion of the canal population, giving much valu- 
able information on the subject. 
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CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


By Lae. 


THIS (Friday) evening the usual monthly meeting of the West Central 
Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies will be held 
at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, Mr. L. 
Bonvoisin in the chair. It is hoped representatives from the various 
angling societies will attend, as several matters of importance are 
likely to be brought on for discussion. 

Return visits seem to be few and far between. Are these once 
popular meetings really going out of favour, or is the apparent 
decrease in numbers and attendance simply a result of the recent 
warm weather, and, as such, only temporary ? 

Ihave been round the Welsh Harp waters several times this 
season, and seen the takes of a number of anglers. ‘here is no 
getting away from the fact that the jack are getting few and far 
bet ween, and good fish are the exception and small ones the rule. A 
take of perch is a thing of the past; the roach have long ceased to be 
worth catching, being barely sizeable for livebaiting ; while the un- 
doubted increase in the number of the bream has been unfortunately 
accompanied by a rapid falling off in their weight and quality. There 
is but one remedy for this state of things—liberal re-stocking ; and in 
commending the same to the serious consideration of the worthy pro- 
prietor I shall only be echoing the wishes of hundreds ot sub- 
scribers and others who fish this popular and favourite suburban 
water. 

Loud are the lamentations going on anent the netting and wholesale 
destruction of fish at Amberley, and the prohibition by the landowners 
of anglers going on their lands. Yet might all this have beea 
easily prevented by alittle common prudence, and, above all, com- 
bination, of which the London anglers seem to be totally incapable, 
though their interests are on all main points identical. 

In view of what has already occurred, and what is sure to follow 
unless some energetic steps are taken at once, viz., the total depletion 
of the river Arup, the withdrawal of the privilege of angling from 
their lands by the whole of the riparians, and the consequent utter 
collapse of these cheap and popular excursions, the following letter, 
which appeared some three or four years since in the pages ofa 
contemporary—Zel/’s Lzfe—may prove of interest at the present 
moment. Perhaps those gentlemen who cry out for Mr. Geen to go 
down and, single handed, set things right, would be surprised to 
hear that this letter of appeal, as it may well be called, met with no 
response at all:— 


THE AMBERLEY AND PULBOROUGH EXCURSIONS AND 
THE PRESERVATION OF THE RIVER ARUN, 


To THE EDITOR oF ‘‘ BELL’S LIFE IN LONDON.” 


SIR,—Will you permit me, through the columns of your valuable 
paper, to ask whether anything has at any time been attempted 
towards the preservation of the river Arun? ‘I have asked the same 
question ofscores of anglers, and beyond being told that Colonel 
tartellott and Mr. Challen allow no netting from their lands (all 
honour to them), I have hitherto failed to learn that anything has 
been done in that quarter. That the river zs netted, and to such an 
extent that the sport has been gradually year by year getting poorer 
and poorer, is unfortunately true beyond all possibility of contradic- 
tion. Now, sir, there are thousands who, during the summer months, 
avail themselves of the cheap excursions to visit these beautiful 
Sussex villages, and I feel confident that if some well-organised 
scheme were started to secure the preservation of some miles of this 
water, these people would in almost every case gladly contribute 
theirmite. There are also the East Central Committee and the West 
Central Association, and the London angling clubs, who could not 








fail to give both moral and pecuniary support to further so deserving 
an object. As everybody knows, these excursions are under the sole 
management of Mr. Clout, of the Berkeley Castle, Rahere Street, 
Goswell Road, to whom they prove, no doubt, and deservedly a source 
of considerable profit. I would therefore suggest to Mr. Clout—as 
the fittest person above all others—to take this matter in hand ere 
it is too late, and I cannot help expressing some surprise that the 
advisability of something of the kind being set on foot has not struck 
a man of his energy and enterprise before. 
the hint I have thrown out is acted upon, the promoters of the move- 
ment will not lose sight of the one great thing without which their 


endeavours, however earnest, will surely end in failure, viz , to secure - 


the approval and, where possible, the co-operation of the lords of the 
manors, riparian owners, &c., and of the great bulk of the respectable 
inhabitants, who, whether anglers or not, if rightly approached, are 
sure to sympathise with the well-conducted angler, who, with his 
wife and little ones, seeks far away from the noise and dust of our 
great city a few hours of innocent and health-giving recreation.— 
Yours, &c., Leo BONVOISIN. 


From the various rivers the reports continue very discouraging, and 
Messrs. Wheatstone and Walker’s magnificent take of tench (recorded 
in last week’s GAZETTE) stands out “so like a star when only one is 
shining in the sky.’ 








A CHARMING series of papers, under the head of ‘ Papers from 
Dovedale,” by ‘The Rector,” is now being commenced in The 
Quiver, The title of the first paper, which will appear uext month, 
is *‘ At the Study Window,” and forms a most refreshing zorceau of 
summer reading. 





CONVICTION FOR SNATCHING FISH.—Joseph Wells, of Brentford, 
was convicted by the Brentford Bench on Saturday last for snatching 
fish in the river Thames with four large hooks unbaited. The case 


was proved by head river-keeper Alfred Thompson, of the Thames 


Angling Preservation Society, and the defendant, who pleaded 
guilty, was fined £1 or fourteen days’ hard labour, with the promise 


that if he came before the Bench again he would be convicted in the - 


full penalty of £5. 


THE UNITED STATES NATIONAL ROD AND REEL ASSOCIATION, 
—A meeting of the National Rod and Reel Association was held 
recently at the Metropolitan Hotel, New York, few members being in 
attendance. Mr. Francis Endicott presided, and Mr. Fred Mather 
acted as secretary. Partial arrangements were made for the annual 
fly-casting tournament, to be held in Central Park next October. 
Mr. James Benkard, President of the South Side Club, was selected 
as President of the Committee of Arrangements. The tournament 
will be much the same as last year. Prizes will be given for both 
professionals and amateurs, and exhibitions of fly and bait casting as 
practiced in trout, salmon, black bass, and striped bass fishing. 

WITHAM.—WHOLESALE DESTRUCTION OF FISH AT RIVENHALL. 
—Disciples of Izaac Walton will regret to hear of the destruction of 
a large quantity of fish which has occurred in this village during the 
past few days. It appears that the bank of the sluice at the Riven- 
hall end of the large lake at Rivenhall Place was out of repair, anda 
local builder had received orders to repair it. On Friday night the 
sluice was opened for the purpose of slightly lowering the height of 
the water. During the night, however, the force of the water drove 
the bank from its place, and the water was allowed to run, nearly 
emptying the lake, and hundreds of fish were thus driven into the 
meadows and along a narrow ditch. Subsequently, scores of persons 
picked up splendid specimens of tench, perch, roach, jack, and eels. 
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JAMES OGDEN, 
28, WINCHCOMB_ STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES, 


W lich are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 
JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRG) 219, 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


held by the leading Anglers of the day. 
JAMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


. For particulars of which see Article in Fisninc Gazerrr of March 18, 18°2, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatchea by return of post. 


N-B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 


y a % ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
Coa SE Fish for Sale. G is much used by Sjortsittat Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

r Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
Early | and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 


Wholesale by Price’s Patrnt CANDLE Company, 
Limited, London. 





A quantity of Roach, Dace, Pike, and other fish 
to be disposed of during the winter months. 
application is requested. 


E. W. S., Heathlands, Fakenham, Norfolk. 








FISHENG RODS & TACKLE, 





BULMER’S “GOSSAMER” DRAWN GUT 
LINES, 


Three yards, 8d. each. 


These are the lines which have been so often most favou = 
ably spoken of by the Editor of the Frsatnc Gazerre (Mr, 
R.B. Marston, who has used them in fly-fishing fortrout and 
grayling for the last two or three seasois; also for roach 
fishing, &c. See his notices in the Gazerre for Dec, 17, 18535 
June 28, 1882, July 1, 1882. 

N.B.—To be had stained to suit the tint of any water. 

Specimeas sent post free, od. 

Crystal, Roach, and Sneck bend Hooks on Gossamer Gut 
to Match Lines, 8d. per doz. Best Gut and Hair Hooks, 6d. 
per dozen. Gut Lines, 3 yards, 4d. and6d. Hair lines, 3 
yards, 3d. and 4d. each, Gut 6d. per hank; 100 strips, 12 
inches, 1s, 2d. ; 14 inches, 1s, 6d.; Gossamer Gut, 12 inches, 
3s. 6d. ; 14 inches, 4s. 6d. Nottingham Silk Twist, 10 yards, 
3d. stout, qd, Flies on Fine Gut, 1rd. per dozen ; on Gos= 
samer Gut, 1s, 2d per doz. Two fold tackle books, rs, ; 
leather ditto, rs, 9d, Three fold superior, 2s. 6d. 24 inch 
Brass Winch, ts. od. 

Tackle Books and Winch by post 3d. extra each. 


winch fittings, 2 tops, pack in three, 6s.; 18 feet, 8s. 6d, ; 
20 feet, ros. 6d.; Fly Rods, 4 joints, 12 feet, 7s. 6d. ; hollow 
butt, 2 tops, 93, 6d. Double jack hooks on gimp, 6 for 8d., 
ts, 3d. per doz, Fine drawn Gut Lines, tapered to Gossamer 
Gut, 8d each. 

Pcstage extra on all orders, 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 
Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station, 


In conclusion, I trust, if , 


Bamboo Roach and Bream Rods, 15 feet, rung, brazed, 
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PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION. 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 
who are interested in the purification and _ preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


‘NATIVE GUANO €0.’S EXHIBITS 


AT THE 
Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 
Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A BCG PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of 


THE NATIVE GUANO CO., LIMITED, 
SEWAGE WORKS, 











DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Mt eqdienme @inesé. 


FOR ALL~ DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CAEVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine kealiky ond 
buoyant condition :— 

“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
* GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility, 

* RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

*“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 

* BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills. 

**CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhea in Lambs and Calves. b 

Price of Chest, with ‘“‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid. Hach article can 
be had separately. ; : ‘ 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. . 

CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


22. DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, w. 


AYLESBURY; BUCKS: 








THE ODOR OF THE FOREST/GREAT HASTERN RAILWAY. 


OF THE STREAM ! 


STHE SPARKLE 





oe Ne 


The American Journal of Angling and Shooting. 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. Itstands at the head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


Subscription agents for Great Britain ; 
Messrs. Samrson Low, Marston, Seartz, and Rryineron, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies. 


PRICE TWO SHILLINGS, 
CARRIAGE FREE. 


Her, & 


TROMBONETTE 


(Registered.) 


Any person can now play all the melodies they knew, 
either Sacred, Opera, Dance, or song, WITHOUT STUDY 
or TUITION, ‘hetone produced may be deep and rich as 
the violoncello, plaintive as the flute, melodious as the 
clarionette, Gr sonorous as the oboe, Thus the possessor of 
one of \hese charming instruments becomes at once on an 
equality with practised musicians, cnd WITHOUT ANY 
MUSIC4L KNOWLEDGE WHATEVER. 

The TROMBONETTE packs up iu small compass and is 
not affected by a damp atmostphere. 

For B ating and Fishing Parties, Bicyclists, Excursions, 
Races, Picnics, and evenings at homeit 1s invaluable, 


Address—Cuas, MILLER & Sows, 70, Patshull Road, 
London, N.W. 





OYAL AQUARIUM.-—-This Day.— 
Two Great VARIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8. Stokes 


on Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 2 
o’clock. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—Last Week of 


KRAO’S RECFPTIONS before provincial tour. 
Krao, the Missing Link, 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—This Day and 
: Last Week of KRAO’S RECEPTIONS, 2.30 till 
3-39, 5.0 to 6, and 7.45 to 10, Admission rs, 


OYAL AQUARIUM —This Day and 


Last Week of LIFE-LIKE and ARTISTIC 
FIGURES in WAX. Should be seen by every one visiting 
London. From 2.30 until x1 p.m. Admission rs, 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — RUSSIAN 
WAXWORKS. Last Week. 


Peel AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


Open from 12 until 11,32, Admission, until 6 o’¢lock, 
ts,; 2. afterwards, Lit by Electricity. 

















seruAoos! DE; 

The SUMMER SERVICE of FAST TRAINS 
is now running to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clac- 
ton-on- Sea, Walton-on-the Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstan- 
ton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY, 


and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to TUESDAY 
(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are 
issued by all Trains to the above-named stations at 
REDUCED FARES. 


TOURIST TICKETS, 


available up to the 31st December, 1883, are also 
issued from London (Liverpool Street) to Filey, 
Scarborough, Whitby, and the principal tourist 
stations in Scotland. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYEHOUSE. 
EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any 
Train from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal 
Green, London Fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 2s., 1s. 6d. 
For full particulars see bills. 
WILLIAM BIRT, 
General Manager. 


KING’S 


FISH PRESERVATIVE, 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Bright- 
ness, and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, 
and other Natural Baits, and for general use in the 
Piscatorial Museum. 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisnina GAzrrtx 
“A, R.I. E,.L.,” and other leading anglers, 
In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, 8and 16 
Stamps. 


KING’S 


HATURAL BAIT, 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 
bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., srs ls. each; postige 
extra. 

To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co., Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Koad; Price and Co,, Euston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 
Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London. Nutting& Co, Birming= 
ham. O’Handlan & Co,, Bristol. Gaynor & Sons, Richmond, 
Rice, Norwich, Ramsbottom, Manchester. Perry, Read- 
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ing. Ramsbottom, Liverpool. Clough, Bath. Ashton, 
Sheffield, Hardy, Sheffield. Prickman, Exeter. Wilson, 
Shipley. Booth, Hull. Slater, Newark. 





Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCOCK and Co. 


Wim. KING, Chemist, 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E. 





FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
‘‘ British Fishes’? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 
Stall 441, The Promenade. 


AND WANTAGE, 








BERKS. 





For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GDODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 


100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





*€ The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,’’—Britis 
Workwoman, 


“Can scarcely fail to prove of service.””’—The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


A BOON TO ANGLERS!!! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 


Both the Uppers 25 and Soles by a 
5. 


Patented Process are guaranteed 
DRY AND WARM FEET. 





Waterproof, ensuring 


Carriage free to any part of the country. 


WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 


| LONDON & COUNTY 
ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
£10 to £500, at mode- 
/ rate rates. Bills dis- 

counted. Forms gratis. 
ee 57 & 58, 
| CHANCERY LANE. 


JouN STONE, Sec. 


Columbia Market, London. 


QPEN 
ON TUESDAY, JULY 17, 1883, 


for the SALE of 
FISH WHOLESALE & RETAIL. 


Consignments may be sent to 


Ww. HAYLOCK, 


J. 
the Appointed Official Salesman, 


All particulars as to SH‘)PS and STALLAGE, or any 
other informatiun, may be obt ined upon application to 
L, A. HARRISON, 
Manager of the Market. 


MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 
Souchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b.rns, &c. English Colony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, FisHinG GAZETTE, 14 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 
NV ANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 
and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful description, 
also to give information respecting Loealit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet” Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 9 oz. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carsiage paid for 6d. 
, extra. 

‘‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, uzeful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottcm Fishing We can re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,’”—FisHING 
GAZETTE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gu‘ cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
er 50. and 7d, per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short,-and best long 1s, 1cd. per 100, 














H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 





International Fisheries Exhibition, 
Stand 490, Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER’”’) 
No. 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARKE-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 
aving had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 
the Nottingham Style. can confidently recommend any 


article supplied. . ; 
A best quality Nottinguam Rod, brazed and winch fitted, 








price 5s. 
A very superior Nottingham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safetv 
Rings, price 6s. 
Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 
and Trout Rods, same price, 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed. Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. 6d. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and 1ACKLE. 

1 doz, Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, price 2s. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post, 





“Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the “ Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address jor 2s, 
Address as above, 





The cheapest and best house in the trade for 
Nottingham Rods, Reels, andTackle,manu- 
factured on the premises by gas power- 


D. SLATER, 


g andIo, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT. 


National Fisheries Exhibition, Norwich, 1881, Prize 

Medal and Diploma of Honour for cheap and good 

Tackle and Fishing Rods, also Special Prize, value 
410 for collection of inland Fishing Tackle. 


Greenheart fly-rods, tos. 6d., 9, 10, or 11 feet long 
Partition bags, superior finish and well balanced’ 
First class Nottingham rods for roach, bream, barbel’ 
chub, and pike, Ss. 6d., 6s. 6d., 7s, 6d., 8s. 6d. each. 
Very superior quality and finish, tos. 6d. each. 
Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 3s. ; 
32 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, qs.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. Gut 
lines, 3 yards, 5d. each ; very stout, 6d. each; very 
fine drawn gut lines, 3 yards long, 7d. each, or 
6s. 6d. per dozen—none better. One dozen bottom 
tackles, hooked and shotted, price 2s. post free; 80 
yards of superior Nottingham silk line, rs. 3d.; stouter, 
Is.6d. Superior braided waterproof silk line, 1d. 

per yard, equal in every way to the American. 


A complete outfit for bottom-fishing in the Notting- 
ham style, consisting of rod, 3}inch reel, 80 yards cf 
silk line, 1 doz. yards tackle, assorted, and 4 floats, 
price Its. 6d. ; a very superior ou.fit, price 15s. 
All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
; \ ways. 
Price list on application, and free by post. 











THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
GREAT FISHERY EXHIBITION, 


LONDON, 1883. 
NOTICE, 


Messrs. C. & R. BROOKS’ 


Highly Popular, Practical, and ‘‘ Genuinely-Successful ”” 
Specialities in : 


Mounted Tackle & Baits 


for every kind of Light and Deep Sea F.shing, can 
be seen at Stand 20, Div. 1. 


See Official Catalogue. 





Deep-Sea Fisheries. 





Goods of the same patterns, even superior in quality, are 
. daily despatched from the 


SOUTH OF ENGLAND TACKLE 
MANUFACTORY, 


STONEHOUSE, PLYMOUTH. 


TROUT OVA AND FRY. 


Orders booked at the fo lowing low rates : — 
OVA SALMO FARIO . to 40s. per 1000 








PS “a LEVENENSIS.,. Pay ROR ry 
% a FONTINALIS » 99 50S. = 
FRY SALMO FARIO ....: ....... 39 CDSE a3 
ei ay i; EVENENSIS do. y, do. ae 
re) or FONTINALIS ~yy808; ” 


YEARLINGS AT PROPORTIONATE RATES, 


Hatching Apparatus, and Fishing Tackle of all 
kinds supplied. 


ADDRESS: 


THOMAS FORD, 


MANOR FISHERY, 
Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


“‘ Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 130 different flies with ways of manu- 
facture and seasons of use, 








Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. 


H, MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
okie Dek PeCiLeb. 








Stand at Exhibition, 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 





| 
Summer Tours in Scotland, 








GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai’ during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One weck, £3; two weeks, 
#5 3 Or six Separate days, £3 tos, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London ard the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs, CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 110, Hope Street, Glasgow, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS. 


EVONSHIRE’ FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. T’lies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, lly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
S..cet, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
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“FISHING, SHOOTING, &.° 


Sportsmen, Fishermen, Yachtsmen, Punters, Sol- 
diers, Sailors, Tourists, and all classes who are ex- 
posed to the many changes in the weather, and value 
their health and the comfort of dry feet, should use 


STRAWSON’S WATERPROOF. 


‘ 




















he 





Lhe dest Dressing for Boots, Shoes, 
Harness, &t. : 

Does not prevent the polish of good Blacking, 
Invaluable in preserving the softness and improv: 
ing the appearance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as weil 
as Gentiemen’s, as i< cannot injure the most deli. 
cate Leather. 

From the EDITOR of “* Pulman’s Weekly News,'* 

We are glad to hear that StRawson's WATERPROOF Com- 
FOsITION is daily gaining that world-wide popularity wvaich 
is not dificult to prognosticate for it. The following ex- 
tract is from a letter. written by a gentleman m Queens. 
land. * Noone should come out hero without a good sup- 
ply of STRAWSON S WATERPROOF for Boots ‘rhe 
heavy dews, followed by intense heat. will soon crack your 
Boots, unless they are well dressed with Strawson's or some 


similar compound. J wish ! had move of i} heze. ov Faew 
where to get it in Brishane.” 


i 
Sold Retai! by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddiers. 
‘ : _ tronmongers, & others, 

in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 13., 28., 58., & tos, eack 


Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler tu procure 1t, for you, or 
send Stamps for the price of a Tin to the Proprietor. who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address 


’ Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— re.) 


JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS. 


Manager : HE. Strrwson, late of Exeter 


iu PPP PGP 


No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain, 


STEPHENS’ 


OTAINS FOR WOOD 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND | 
EBONY. 
Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe= 
éitious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney, Gold Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881, 
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Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by post 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 


WitH DESCRIPTIONS OF ITS FISHERIES. 





By SEDGE WILLoyw. 





No. 7.—BAILey’s WATER. 


R. GEORGE BAILEY resides at Chestnut Cottage, Ching- 
ford, and is the owner of about four miles of good 
fishing ; his water joins Mr. Coventry’s, and extends right round 
to the Royal Small Arms Factory, at Enfield Lock. It is rented 
from Goyernment, and at various points we shall come across 
white posts marked with the broad arrowand the initials ‘« W. D.” 
(War Department). 

Let us walk up-stream, keeping on the Pondeu’s End side of 
the fishery, and commencing at the point where this water flows 
into Mr. Coventry’s. The first swim is on the Chingford side, 
about ten yards from the stile at which we finished our last 
ramble; the meadow on that side is known as Broken Marsh, 
and the swim is a very good one for roach, the depth being about 
6 feet. After this, we pass a lot of weedy shallows, and then 
there will be noticed a willow that overhangs the water on the 
other side ; just past this is a celebrated barbel swim, and also a 
capital place for roach. 

This fishery has been in the hands of the Bailey family for 
several generations, and Mr. Bailey was telling one of two 
elderly, gray-headed gentlemen who, in his father’s days, used 
to take a large quantity of barbel out of this particular swim. 
‘He said :— 

“‘I was quite a boy at the time, but I can remember that they 
used to come down from London and put in a tremendous lot of 
worms overnight; they used to sleep at one of the cottages in 
Sewardstone, and they always turned out before daylight in the 
morning. I’ve seen them, in one day, take more barbel than 
they could carry. Iam no angler, but I know enough about it to 
say that we don’t get such fishermen down here now: I don’t 
know any of my subscribers that ever think of baiting a swim 
overnight, and I don’t think any of them ever fish for barbel 
nowadays. I am sure there are plenty of barbel in the water, 
because, when everything is quiet, I often see them jumping about, 
and a few years back one was taken that weighed nearly 12 Ib. 
I was fetched all the way from my place at Chingford to look at 
it, and I thought they were having a lark with me till I saw the 
fish—a great thing as fat as a pig.” 

This is not a case by itself; I hear similar stories from all the 
proprietors of the Lea fisheries. Personally, I know scores of Lea 
fishermen, but there is only one man of my acquaintance who makes 
it a rule to bait his swim beforehand. He is rather a peculiar 
gentleman, and whenever you see him fishing you can never 
ascertain whether he has caught anything. He has two or three 
bulky-looking bags lying about, but whether they contain fish, 
groundbait, or fishing tackle he leaves you to guess; and all 
inquiries are met with very curt and unsatisfactory replies. If 
you stop and attempt to watch his operations, he will take his 
line out of the water, and, coolly lighting his pipe, will leave off 
fishing until you have taken your departure. I have known him 
so long now that there are no secrets between us, and he tells me 
that he adopts these morose tactics simply because he hates 
being interrupted, and, to use his own words, he doesn’t want all 
his favourite spots spoilt by a parcel of fools. This man, on the 
day before he intends fishing, might easily be mistaken for a 
commercial traveller; he may be seen strolling along the banks 
of the river with two black leather bags, one in each hand, and 
looking as unlike an angler as possible. The two bags are filled 
with groundbait balls, and with them he baits two swims ; it is all 
done quietly and quickly, and he takes good care not to let any- 
one see what he is after. The next day he fishes these two 
swims alternately. He has a great idea of giving aswim an hour’s 
rest, and once or twice a day he will shift from one swim to the 
other. I knew him by sight for some months before we became 
at all friendly; but one morning it happened that I got into a rail- 
Way carriage in which he was already seated. We entered into con- 
versation and discovered that we were bound forthe same station. 
On my telling him that I was going to try for some barbel in a swim 
that I had baited the day before, he laughed heartily, and in- 
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_ deep, and here the water joins the Mill Stream. 


formed me that he had also been down on the previous evening, 
and had thrown a lot of worms into the very same hole. Of 
course we agreed to fish it together, but, unfortunately, the 


-worms had attracted a host of undersized perch, and, with the 


exception of a few eels, we got nothing worth taking. We have 
had many a day together since, and I am happy to say that this 
gentleman, who is pretty well known on the Lea, is a thoroughly 
conscientious sportsman. He takes a lot of fish during the 
season, but he is not like some men that I could mention—his 
bag never contains an untakeable fish ; and in spite of the unin- 
viting manner that he assumes towards strangers, he can be jolly 
enough with anybody that he knows. 

Now, I daresay you are getting tired of contemplating this 
barbel swim, so we will get on. All about here is good for jack, 
and in the winter, when the weeds have disappeared, many a 
10 Ib. fish is taken out of this part of the water; further on, at the 
first abrupt bend, are two or three very good roach swims, with 
depths of about 5 or 6 feet. Through the gate, and we are onan 
island known as Ferry Garden. The river is shallow and weedy 
all round until we reach a large open piece of water familiar to 
every fishermen who pretends to know anything about the river 
Lea. This is the celebrated Ferry Pool; send your plummet into 
the middle of it and it sinks into something like 22 feet of water. 
It is known that there are plenty of fish here, especially barbel. 
I always think there must be a lot of big carp in this place, but 
none have been taken of late years, so I may be wrong. The 
pool can be fished from either side, and is just the kind of place 
that I love to fish. The next swim is the Garden swim: this also 
can be fished from either bank. It will be found right at the 
point where the white Government post stands, under the willows 
that grow by the end of the ditch. Crossing the ditch, we leave 
the island behind us. All round this bend is particularly good 
for jack-fishing ; the depth is from 6 to 9 feet, and for 200 yards 
the water is all fishable, with many places where roach and perch 
may be taken. Near the tree that grows in the water is avery 
good roach swim about 6 feet deep, and after leaving this we pass 
a lot of sedges with openings here and there, but not any par- 
ticular swims until we reach the hole in the edge, through which 
we have to creep. Just by the edge is a fine swim for roach, and 
a lot of jack lie about here. After this the river gets narrow; 40 
yards up is a good swim under the outspreading willow tree that 
grows on the opposite bank. This also can be fished from either 
side. 

We are now close to Sewardstone Mill. In the mill pool are 
fish of all kinds, and it is especially noted for perch and jack. 
This is a fine piece of water, and in places there is a depth of 20 
feet. Leaving the pool, we pass a narrow, weedy portion of the 
tiver known as the Crooks. On the other side, just before we 
reach the back of the mill, is one good perch hole, and opposite 
the back of the mill is another. More shallows until we reach 
the next ditch. ‘Twenty yards past the ditch, in the elbow where 
the river widens, is a hole about 9 feet deep, noted for roach and 
jack; this is followed by a bed of sedges and then some shallow 


| swims, but nothing worth noting until we arrive at the next 


bend where, on the opposite side of the river, a very good 
swim will be found some six feet in depth. Further on we 
get through another hedge, and over another ditch, but for about 
a quarter of a mile the water is shallow and unsuitable for any- 
thing but the fly. Some distance beyond some boarding will be 
seen on the opposite bank; all along by this boarding is good 
chub and roach—the depth is about 7 feet. Shallows for another 
60 yards, and then, between the weeds, a nice quiet swim will be 
noticed, with a little eddy in the corner. More shallows, with 
swims here and there. Across this part of the river was formerly 
a ford with a right of way through the water; 60 yards past the 
ford, at the abrupt bend where the ditch enters the river, is avery 
good swim about 7 or 8 feet deep. Now go through the hedge 
and over the ditch (don’t get up to your knees in water like I did), 
and right along for a hundred yards is all fishable and good, steady 
water. 

The next swim that presents itself is where the river widens— 
two white thorn bushes will be seen on the other side. This is 
about 5 feet deep, and after leaving it we pass more weeds and 
sedges, beyond which a post will be found close to the water’s 
edge, with a bush growing in the water on the opposite side. 
Here is a good, steady swim with 6 feet of water, and abounding 
with roach and perch. Further on is a willow that grows from 
the opposite bank, and stretches right out over the river; just 
past it is a capital hole for jack. 

Twenty yards of shallow water and then we arrive at the bridge 
and Tumbling Bay; outside the apron the water is 15 feet deep, 
and full of fish of all kinds. Past the bridge we find shallows for 
some 40 yards, and then a few good swims by the two bushes; 
this is a likely spotfor chub. At the point is a swim about 8 feet 
Irom this point 
to the end of the fishery is known as the New Water; it is some 
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years since it was added to Mr. Bailey’s fishery, but the distinc- 
tion is still recognised. 

So far as we have come the river can be fished from either side, 
and, as soon as the grass is cut, anglers can go where they like; 
but the New Water can only be fished from this side, the opposite 
bank being Government property. t 

Burnt Tree Hole is 20 yards from the point, and is 30 yards 
Jong; this is a nice piece of water, 7 feet deep at the sides and 
more than that in the middle—a lot of jack have been had here. 
Past Burnt Tree Hole the water gets somewhat shallower, but for 
50 yards it is all fishable: the bank here is awkwardly high, and 
along-handled landing net will be required. On the other side 
of the large may bush is a very good hole extending for some dis- 
tance, and holding chub and jack. Round about the next clump’ 
of bushes the water is somewhat shallower, but here also chub 
and jack will be found. Thereis not much roach-fishing done at 
this part of the water, but a few may be had at the tail end of the 
weeds, and there are several good swimsat the extreme end of the 
water. We have now reached the Royal Small Arms Factory, 
where Mr. Bailey’s fishery terminates. 

The subscription to this water is one guinea per annum; day 
tickets are also issued at a shilling each. Jack-fishing begins on 
October 1 and ends on February 14; all other fishing is open 
throughout the year. The nearest stations are Ponder’s End, 
Ordnance Factory, and Chingford; each is within easy distance, 
and the last mentioned has the most convenient service of trains. 

Ina wet season it is very difficult to get round this fishery on 
account of the numerous ditches that have to be jumped or waded. 
Mr. Bailey recognises the inconvenience of this, and has ex- 
pressed’ his intention of placing planks across all the awkward 
spots. By so doing he will add to the comfort of his subscribers, 
and the attractions of the water will be greatly enhanced. 

The fishery is a very secluded one, and owing to the many 
shallow places the fish are extremely wary; but by keeping cut of 
sight and using fine tackle a cautious angler would meet with 
good sport. I have made up my mind to fish the Ferry Pool 
before many weeks have passed, and I fancy I can get some fish 
out of it, too. 

(To be continued.) 





A DAY’S TROUTING WITH ‘“RED-SPINNER.” 


u Nee I should like better,” was the answer “ Red- 
Spinner” gave me when I asked him recently if he 
would have a day’s trout-fishing with me on the Darenth, in 
Kent. ‘But if the water you are going to is the same I fislfed 
some years ago, it is not much good.” I explained that it was 
the same water, but by no means the same fishing ; for the friend 
who had kindly often invited me to fish it, had protected it, and 
stocked it, and, in fact, treated it in the way such a charming 
stretch of trout stream should be treated. ; 
When two enthusiasts in trout-fishing, mutually acquainted 
with many a good bit of trout water, get together, and pull out 
the pipes and fly books, and begin to talk of old exploits, it is 
wonderful how the time flies—the fact is, you can go on talking 
about angling for ever; almost every fresh remark starts a new 
theme in some way connected with the subject. We had hardly 
got settled into our seats in the train in I.ondon before we found 
ourselves stepping out on to the platform of a little wayside 
station, twenty miles away, in the heart of Kent. 

Fearing lest the kindly proffered hospitality of our friends 
would encroach too much on the time we wanted to devote every 
minute of to fishing, we begged to be excused—being perfectly 
ready to let the cravings of hunger crave, so long as we got some 
fish. What selfish things the internal arrangements of a man 
are! The head, legs, arms, and hands, all want to go fishing. 
A still, small voice inside whispers: ‘Why not accept the kind 
offer of lunch and dinner? It looks rude not to. Jt won't take 
long. A rest in the middle of the day and in the evening will do 
you good.” But the arrangements referred to must go where the 
legs carry them, and I defy any trout-fisher, who sees most of his 
daylight in London, who has spotted some rising trout, and who 
has free ‘permission to catch ’em if he can—I defy him to keep 
his legs indoors—he simply cannot do it. 

_J was particularly anxious that “ Red-Spinner” should try the 
pike-scale fly, and gave him a few for the purpose. We could 
see a fish ortwo on the move as we put our rods together, and 

‘Red-Spinner-” looked on while I had a cast or two. At the 
third or fourth cast, which I got nicely above a rising fish, he came 
at it with such a smack that he missed it, or else I struck too late, 
for I only just felt him. ‘That will do,” saic ‘* Red-Spinner,” 
“quite enough for me; couldn’t have a better testimonial than 


ae !” And he went on up-stream a field or two to commence 
sling, ant Am BA 
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We met again to compare notes an hour or two later, and 
found we had each gota brace of decent fish. I got mine with 
the pike-scale. ‘“R.’ had got his fishing a Wickham wet, on a 
broad part of the stream, ina good breeze; and he had left two 
or three of the wee pike-scale flies in fish! They had all broken 
off where the fly was knotted to the gut line, and “ R.” seemed 
to fancy there was something wrong with the gut the new flies 
were attached to—but I had found it all right. 

The miller stopped the water back for any hour or so now, and 
we could not do much with so little water. I got another brace 
with the same fly I commenced with—in fact, I got four brace 
with the pike-scale, weighing nearly 6 1b., and lost two or three 
heavy fish, as also did Mr. Senior. 

The difficulty of getting a big fish out of a nirrow, shallow 
stream with plenty of long weed in it is far greater than ina 
larger stream. Unless you use very fine gut, you can’t get a fly 
over a fish without scaring it, and with very fine gut you must 
give a little to the first rushes of a good fish—in fact, he consti- 
tutes himself a needle, and threads your line through and through 
a big bed of weeds in less time than a Singer machine would 
take. You see the sand being stirred up, and now and then a 
silvery-yellow side flashes out from the weeds, and you then may 
feel tolerably certain he has got the bit in his mouth and means 
to ‘“‘bust up something.’ Of course, you ought never to let a fish 
weed you—if you can help it! In May-fly fishing, with stronger 
gut and a big hook, you have a much greater chance of getting a 
fish out of weeds by pulling gently down-stream. 

‘‘ Red-Spinner” lamented very much his bad luck in losing so 
many fish, including one of aldermanic proportions, which in the 
evening took a big alder and kept it, at the same time proving to 
“R.” that it was his collar that was to blame and not the gut on 
the pike-scale flies. But, with all his misfortune, he took home 
six or eight good fish, all over 21b., the limit on the water we 
were fishing. 

I shall not forget for some time how I managed to circumvent 
the best trout of my lot. He was rising in deep water at the side 
of the stream which came under the mill wheel. He looked like 
a dark shadow moving up and down in the blue water. I waded 
out—and I had the advantage over ‘“‘R.” in that I could wade, 
and he could not. I waded out, and for five minutes threw over 
that fish ; he would rise an inch or two, and look, then take a 
fly close to mine, until at last I thought I must give it up; at the 
last throw he turned and took the fly as if he had no doubts 
about it, and had never seen it before; then he was off with that 
sudden rush which, in my opinion, generally betokens a fish which 
has had to fight for his life before. Twice I thought he was 
going clean under the mill wheel, and close to my right was a 
row of fine old crusted piles. But I got him safely into the net— 
the best conditioned fish and the biggest I got that day. Indeed, | 
although there were plenty of fish, they know ‘‘ what’s what’ in 
an astonishing manner, and I found they would not by any means 
always rise to the pike-scale. But it is a really good thing. I 
tried the dry fly same day with no result at all, and then with the 
pike got the fish in one or two instances. Curious that the pike, — 
so deadly to trout in life, should prove so deadly also in death, 
His ‘‘ evil deeds live after him.” } 

-R. B. Marston. 





DEPARTURE OF MR. REUBEN WOOD FOR 


AMERICA. 


M® EDITOR,—I desire to express, through the columns of 

your valuable paper, my sincere and heartfelt thanks to 
the anglers who were present on the occasion of the Inter- 
national Anglers’ Tournament, at the Welsh Harp, on June 11— 
especially to Messrs. R. B. Marston and J. P. Wheeldon—for the 
many courtesies which they have so kindly and so frequently 
shown me since my stay in England. 

I shall take home with me to the United States the pleasantest 
recollections of my sojourn here, and I feel well assured that the 
kindness which has been extended to me in this country will be 
as much appreciated by my brother anglers in America as it has 
been by me.—I am, &c., REUBEN Woop. 


The Great International Fisheries Exhibition, 
South Kensington, London, 
July 24, 1883. 

In the name of British anglers, we are sure we can say with 
perfect truth that it will be always a great pleasure to them to 
welcome any representative of their American brethren, and that 
it will be doubly gratifying to do so when that representative 
takes the. form of such a pleasant, jolly, genial gentleman and 
angler as Mr. Reuben Wood. He has made himself a favourite 
with everybody. He has never spared any trouble to explain to 
English anglers by practical demonstration how the celebrated 


_ little further up one was marked under a stub. On the terrier 
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American split-cane rod should be used, and what it will do; in 
fact, his visit to England has given a marvellous: impetus to the 
demand for these rods here, and has caused our own makers of 
rods to give their attention to serious competition with the 
renowned American makers. 

Mr. Wood left in the Grecian Afonarch this week. We hope he 
will have a pleasant voyage, and that it will not be long before 
he visits us again; he may rest assursd of a hearty welcome 
when he does come. 








A DAY WITH THE HON. MAJOR GEOFFREY HILL’S 
OTTER HOUNDS-ON THE TEME. 


“aes Saturday last we had a day’s sport with these celebrated 

hounds. The meet took place seven miles from Ludlow, at 
Burford Bridge, on the banks of the Teme. 
the Master (Hon. G. Hill) arrived with his pack, and we at once 
proceeded to try the Teme, past Little Hereford Church and 
Bridge, but not a note from the hounds up to this ; but on passing 
the railway deep sounds proclaimed that an otter was about. A 


Punctually at 9 a.m. 


being put in out bolted a fine bitch otter, which the hounds 
hunted a short time, and then returned to the place from whence 
she had bolted. The terrier being again put in, a young cub 
jumped out, which was quickly despatched by the hounds. The 
Major, thinking the young cubs not capable of taking care of 
themselves, deemed it advisable not to try again for the mother, 
so she was left for another day. A sharp thunderstorm here 
stopped us fora time. We then proceeded up the Teme, past 
the aqueduct, Barrett's Mill, and Ashford Court (generally a 
certain find), where we got ona strong drag, and worked our way 
up to Ashford Bridge (here five otters have been seen of late), and 
a short adjournment took place for luncheon. Afterwards we 
went on up the river, and on up to Ashford Hall pool. Here 
again we had astrong drag, but after trying the drains we found 
he was “‘not at home.” We then drew up the river past Saltmoor 
and Steventon, and on towards Ludlow, where, there being no 
signs ofa find, the hounds were called off, and returned to 
Cainham. The assemblage was large, and included the Master 
(Hon. Major Geoffrey Hill), Sir W. Curtis, Bart., Captain 
Joynson, Captain Kevill Davies, W. H. Sitwell, Esq., Baily, 
Rogers, Raileigh, Walcot, Esq., &c. ; also a large number of ladies. 

REDMAN. 








OVER THREE THOUSAND FISH POISONED BY 
CHLORIDE OF LIME. 





CoMMITTAL OF THE PoIsonER. 


A SERIOUS charge of wholesale poisoning of fish was heard on 

Saturday last at the County Police Court, Stafford. Samucl 
Harvey was brought up in custody charged with destroying fish 
in Gayton Brook on June 12th by placing chloride of lime therein. 
It appears that on June 12th, prisoner bought at the shop of Mr. 
Fowke, of Stafford, chemist, 4 1b. of chloride of lime, which he 
put in a tool basket. On the evening of the same day he visited 
the Dog and Partridge Inn at Gayton, when he was carrying the 
tool basket, and about which was noticed to be a very strong 
smell. Prisoner left there, and went in the direction of the brook 
where the fish were poisoned. Detective Inspector Wheaver 
deposed to visiting the brook in the morning after the event, and 
found that all the fish had been poisoned in the stream for 600 
yards, and some three or four thousand lying dead in the shallows 
and holes. The fish bore the marks of poisoning by chloride of 
lime. When arrested at Burton, prisoner replied, “Right you 
are.” It was stated that the prisoner was well known to the 
police, and had been convicted a number of times for poaching 
and other offences. Prisoner, who reserved his defence, was 
committed for trial. 





NOTES ON THE EEL. 


I SHOULD say there are very few things in nature can perform 
so many contortions as the eel. In attempting to extricate 
themselves from night-lines, I have frequently found them quite 
dead, literally hanged in fact ; getting the line twisted fearfully 
tight round the neck and mouth, suffocation has ensued, and some- 
times this has occurred after the hook has been got rid of. 
The wonderful vitality of the eel is well known: after decapita- 
tion with a sharp knife, removing the entrails and scraping the 
_back bone free from blood, I have cut the eel, with the skin still 
on, into six equal pieces ,and every piece has shown strong signs 
of life, more especially the tail. There must be a wonderful 
amount of nerve power in that part, for I have frequently seen the 





tip rise and fall, and present a considerable amount of resisting 
force when pressed between the thumb and finger. I have 
noticed this scores of times, so there can be no mistake about it. 

Wonderful, as this may seem, it is nothing when compared to 
the vitality of the common garden slug. Within the past week I 
placed four on a j:iece of board, and after waiting until they were 
in the act of crawling (if that extraordinary process of locomotioa 
can be so-called) with avery sharp knife I cut them in halves. 
The four tail pieces, though quite unable to crawl along, 
showed unmistakeable signs of life, the internal parts still re- 
maining in that portion working up and down precisely the same 
as when whole; but as the minutes passed by, these singular 
evolutions or workings, which might be likened to the sand _ bub- 
bling up and down in a very tiny clear spring, became fainter and 
fainter, until they gradually died away. It was very different with 
the head portions, for in every case they simply moved ‘about in 
the most unconcerned manner as though nothing unusual had 
happened. How long life could be maintained under such extra- 
dinary circumstances as these, it is quite impossible to say; but I 
should imagine only for a short period. After this, no one need 
doubt the stories in circulation about the eel. 

Many anglers are under the impression that eels do not leave 
the water; but this is a great mistake, for on several occasions 
when drawing my night-lines, which I do very early indeed, 
master eel has ensconced himself ina hole in the bank some two 
or three inches above the surface of the water. The first time this 
occurred you can imagine my astonishment on taking up the peg 
to find the bait in a hole on the opposite bank, and never shall I 
forget the tussle I had before I got him to my basket. Since 
this occurred I have seen eels dug out of holes in a bank three 
and four feet away from the water. 

In the summer they delight to hide in these holes until the 
approach of evening, when they wriggle to the edge and drop 
into the water. After digging holes from two to four feet deep, I 
have seen a man kneel down, put in his hand, and after a short 
time bring out splendid eels. In these cases the soil was, no 
doubt, saturated; but I believe that the burrow or run was free 
from water, but of this I have no proof. 

One thing always puzzled me: if these holes or burrows were 
made by the eel, how in the name of all that is wonderful, did they 
get rid of the earth as they went along? Worms we know, 
consume the greater portion (if not all) the earth as they go 
along and evacuate it in the shape of castings. I must 
give you to understand these are not small eels I am 
alluding to, but eels from one to four pounds, so that you can 
imagine there would be a considerable load of earth to be got 
rid of somehow, before they reached the end of therun, and more 
particularly when the water is slightly discoloured. 

In close and thundery weather, an eel will hold on a flag or 
stake by its tail in a stream or river, its head swaying to and fro, 
watching for any prey that may come within its reach ; similar to 
a Boa hanging from the branch ofa tree, awaiting the approach 
of a victim. 

It is a singular fact that, no matter when, where, or in what 
position you place them (within a reasonable distance, of course), 
when taken off the hook they always make to the water; and if 
you refer to the letter sent by my friend, Mr. Taylor, this is amply 
verified. Those he saw had evidently left the water, and it is quite 
clear that they must regain it or very soon die. It is all very 
well to say, as some anglers have said to me, ‘My dear sir, 
they naturally seek their native element.” But why should they 
not go the other way? Do you think they can smell the water ? 

Mark ANTONY. 
“* Chemical Laboratory, 
*« 1, Carlyle Square, Chelsea, S.W. 
“g June, 1882. 

‘* DEAR HEWEs,—I am much obliged for your notes on the Eel. 
One thing, however, surprises me. You considerit an extraordinary 
circumstance that you should have found an eel on the hook, in a 
hole on the bank above the surface of the water. 

‘*T do not quite know how eels climb up banks, but I do know that 
in Gloucestershire, in a tributary of the Severn, I myself have seen 
ecls 100 yards from the stream, in a grass field, wriggling along just 
like snakes and there caught by myself. In fact, it was an incident 
well known to the anglers of that locality. 

“‘Tam, dear Hewes, 
‘* Faithfully yours, 
lev, T., FiC.S? 

‘* Anthony Hewes, Esq.” 





BIRMINGHAM ANGLING NOTES. 


BRACEBRIDGE Pool. Mr. Job Edwards, on Wednesday last, took 
eight roach; Mr, Bannister, one bream, one tench, and twelve roach, 
all fair size. 

Mr. Benton, of the Summer Row United Fishing Club, caught 
15 lb. roach in two and a half hours last Monday, in the River Avon. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. ‘ 

Since my last report we have had some good shows of fish by the following 
members :—Mr. Slatter, on two occasions, bream, roach and dace, from 
Thames; Mr. Head, tench, Grand Junction Canal; Mr. Brooks, the host, a 
good show of dace from Twickenham; Mr. Clifton, dace, Thames; Mr. E. 
Eydmann, dace, from Twickenham; Mr. W. Howell, on two occasions, has 
weighed in roach, dace, and gudgeon, from the Colne. Some of our members 
have had some good fishing at Isleworth from the grounds of the Orange Tree, 
kept by J. Batchelor, who, being an angler himself, can give all information 
required by strangers. They have been catching some good barbel at this 
place ; there is also good fly fishing for dace. Our secretary, Mr. C. Simpson, 
who has been staying in Devonshire, has been having a rare time of it amongst 
the trout. On Saturday and Monday we have a competition on at Wimbledon 
Lake—first prize (given by Mr. Brooks), one guinea; second, half a guinea, 
given by club; third, 5s , given by club. Gross weight to win. I shall back 
Grandfather Cooper to win, if he is a starter. BLAcK BAG. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Moir, roach and bream from Dagenham, 1 Ib. 4 oz. ; Mr. Taylor, 
bream, 21b. 13 0z.; Mr. Bryant, bream, 1 Ib. 10 0z.; Mr. Lewis, from the 
Arun, roach, dace, and bream, 3 1b. 10 oz.; Mr. Partrick, bream, 8 lb. 6 02z.; 
roach, 4 1b. 2}.0z.; dace, 40z, from the Arun; Mr. Arnold, roach and bream 
from Dagenham. 1 lb. 40z.; Mr. Dwelley, dace, roach, chub, and perch, 
21b. 30z.—T, WORLEDGE. 


July 22. 
; ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. : 
Since my last report I beg t» acknowledge with thanks the receipt ot 7s. 
from The Waltonian Angling Society, The Jew’s Harp, Red Hill Street, 
Regent’s Park, N.W.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 














BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

I am very happy to inform ycu that the Brunswick Piscatorial Society are 
making good use of their rods and lines at Jast. Mr. Green, Mr. H. Dunn, 
and Mr. Keeble, the host of the above society, showed us some splendid bream, 
roach, dace, and perch from the river Wey. Mr. Dunn weighed in some 
very fine bream, one 41b. 100z., and several over 4 1b., the smallest 2 1b. 10 oz. 
Mr. Green’s roacb was very handsome also. A number of the members have 
offered prizes to be fished for. The host has given three prizes of 10s. 6d. each. 
A friend, Mr. Pullen, has offered a very handsome prize for the finest brace of 
perch, which we have no doubt the host, with his usual luck, will secure. 
Several of the members have arranged to wet their lines on the 29th inst., Mr. 
T. Bayley, Mr. Green, Mr. Bodell, our hardworking sec etary, and several 
others. One striking feature in this society which I very much admire is that 
most of the prizes are for specimen fish. All brother anglers are cordially in- 
vited to visit the above society any Wednesday evening, when they will enjoy 
avery pleasant hour or two.—J. BoDELL, hon. sec. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a very good show ofroach, dace, perch, and bream on the 22nd. Mr. 
Lamb, roach and dace; Mr. B. Smith, roach; Mr. Newton, bream ; Mr. Hast- 
ings, jun., roach; Mr. Whitmore, roach; Mr. Hastings, sen., bream; Mr. T. 
Hammond, roach, perch, and bream, one of the last named fish scaling 4 1b. 10 
oz., (it was given to Mr. John Barrett, of Diss Street, Hackney Road, for preser- 
vation) ; Mr. J. Hadkiss, bream from Dagenham. On Wednesday, July 25, Mr. 
W.N. Elves weighed in a very pretty barbel frem Richmond ; although not 
of large proportions, scaliag just under 2 lb., it certainly was a very handsome 
fish.—T. G. WALKER, 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in fish on the 22nd :—Mr. Chambers, bream 
and roach, froun Amberley, 4 1b.; Mr. Clarkson, roach, from Amberley ;.Mr. 
Nitz, bream, from the Harp; Mr. Castle, roach, from Dagenham ; and Mr. 
Davis, rudd.—Cas. 


CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 
‘The next return visit of the Central Association of London Angling Societies 
will take place on Monday, July 3oth, in the club room of the Clerkenwell 
Piscatorials, Horse Shoe, Clerkenwell Close.—J. W. Power, sec. 





COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society will fish their second match of the season on 
July 29, at Bourne End, It is arranged for most of the members to proceed 
from Westbourne Park by the 8.30 train, but members can join the train at any 
station this side of Bourne End, although fish taken the previous day are not, 
of course, weighab‘e for the prizes.—C. REEVES, sec. 

FOXLEY PISCATORIALS, 

During the past week there have been some grand shows of roach at this 
society, exhibited by Messrs. G@. Lee and T. Hughes. The former had a splen- 
did take last Thursday week : it consisted of fifty fish, weighing 60 lb., and the 
two largest fish turned the scale at 4} lb. Mr. Hughes had qo lb, of hand- 
some fish from private water.—PIXIE. 


GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fifth annual dinner of the above society took place on the 22nd inst., at 
Mr. Henly’s, the Black Dog Inn, Bury, near Amberley, and proved quite a 
success, the viands being in abundance and of the finest quality. The chair 
was very ably filled by Mr. J. B. Franks, treasurer of the society, faced by 
Mr. M. Fitzgerald. Amongst the guests invited were :—Messrs. Lavit and 
Kay. On our return to club the following members weighed in fish :—Messrs. 
H. Jeffries, D, Thomas, S. Howell, sen., S. Orrow, C. Franklin, R. Juchau- 
Auduer, and W. J. Davies a nice carp weighing 2 lb. 5 oz.—JosH J. Horus, 
sec. 





GLOUCESTER ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The annual dinner of the above was held in the club-room at the Sir Colin 
Campbell Inn, on Thursday evening, July 12, W. Stout, Esq., the president of 
the association, presiding. After the usual loyal and patriotic toasts the 
chairman proposed the toast, ‘‘ Success to the Gloucester Angling Association,” 
which was responded to .by the secretary, Mr. H. Vann, who said that the 
club, although not numerically so strong as last year, was in a good position 
financially, and fairly prosperous, After the toast list had been gone through 


the evening was devoted to harmony. The catering was done in a first-class 
style by the host, Mr. C. Bailey, a Severn salmon of 16 1b, being particularly 
appreciated. 


“« 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 
The members brought in a good show of fish on the 22nd inst. The 

following members weighed in:—Messrs. Maybury, Browne, Greene, Bell, 
Nelson, Singlehurst, Archer, and others. . There was a good attendance of 
members on Tuesday. The auditors gave their report and read the balance- 
sheet for the past quarter, which shows the club is in a good and sound position. 
There were four propositions taken. Our annual dinner will take place at the 
Rye House Hotel, on August 20th, when we expect a large attendance. 
Mr. “H. J. Tibbatts, chairman; Mr. Thos. Smith, vice-chairman.—R, 
MurpHy. “ave te 





GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 22 we fished Dagenham Lake for three valuable prizes given by Mr. 
Wright, over thirty of the members going down by road. The weather was un- 
favourable, and the takes were small. Mr. Theobold won the first 
prize, Mr. F. Watling the second, and Mr. J. Watling the third.” We fish at 
Amberley on the 29th for eight prizes.—J. Fitcu, sec. 


uly 26. 7 

iy GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society had the pleasure of enrolling Mr. Gainsford, of the North- 
Western Society, as visiting member on Monday evening’s meeting. The report 
of the week’s angling was not very large, as the weather his been anything but 
good for the angler; ‘and also that our annual races were held on Tuesday and 
Wednesday ; but still, on Thursday, one gentleman had a good catch of rudd, 
at Potter Heigham, some of the fish scaling between 2} and 3]b. ; also 28 Ib, of 
bream, and two roach,each about 2} lb., from the Bure, near Acle. The rudd 
seem to be the chiet fish caught at Heigham during the week, as another 
member had 9 Ib. and two brace of perch in two hours. We hear of some 
good catches of tench, but none have been sent in hy any member up to the 
present. The weather at the present time seems very unsettled, not at all good 
for sport. I trust to be able to send you a better account..—J. LARK, sec. 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting was held on Tuesday evening, at the Masons’ 
Hall Tavern, Basinghall Street, Mr. Young presiding in the chair. The 
minutes and some other routine business having been disposed of, the secre- 
tary read a letter from Professor Brown-Goode, of the United States Fisheries 
Commission, on behalf of himself, Dr. Farleton Bean, and Mr. Cox, thanking 
the society for the very pleasant evening which he and his friends spent here . 
on Tuesday last, and also for copies of the Papers read before the society 
during the past session. These Papers have now been handsomely bound, and 
form a highly useful and interesting volume. _ Similar letters of thanks were 
also read from Col. Knollys (on behalf of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales), Pro- 
fessor Huxley, and Lord George Hamilton (president of the society), to each 
of whom a. copy of the work has been sent. Mr. Graham Bennett weighed in 
3 lb. 14 oz. of excellent dace, caught at Kew. Mr. Ghumey gave a very 
satisfactory account of the society’s private water at Waltham. He believed 
there was every prospect of a highly successful season; indeed, already sume 
excellent takes of 14 to 161b. of roach had been effected. Mr. Crumplen was 
elected a delegate to the Central Association, and Messrs. Young and Bentley 
to the East Central Association. After a vote of thanks had been passed to 
Mr. Young for his very able conduct in the chair, the remainder of ave 
pleasant evening was devoted to music. It is hcped that there will be a large 
attendance of members and friends on Tuesday evening next, when the Rey. J. 
Walker has kindly undertaken to read his Paper on ‘‘ Paternostering for Perch 
in the Thames.’’—H. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th inst., Mr. Inman, fishing at Wimbledon Lake, had three bream, 
weighing 21b, 9}0z.; Mr. Geen had eleven dace, the Jargest turning the scale 
at 10 0z., the united weight being 41b. 60z. . He had also a good show of 
roach, the fish coming from the Evenlode. Mr. Hobden had bream and perch 
from the Ouse. On the 15th inst. was the second day’s competition for prizes 
presented by the society, and Messrs. Burbidge and Allder took first and 
second prizes with 4]b. 54.0z. and 3 1b. 13 oz. of roach and dace from Surbiton, 
Mr. Lewis-took the 3rd prize with dace and roach from Brentford, and Mr. 
Peachey had roach from Henley. On Thursday last Mr. Geen had roach, 
dace, and perch from the Evenlode, the heaviest dace being 100z, Mr. Smith 
took a jack of 7 Ib. 144 oz. at Teddington, and Mr. Johnson showed some 
roach and dace from Kingston. Mr. Walters, having mastered his song 
entitled ‘‘ The Blackbeetle’s March Round the Flower ~Garden,”’ is composing 
a mcst pathetic ballad, which is expected to take the Hammersmith United 
Angling Society by storm.—ARGuUs. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. ] 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. . ‘ ; 

Good shows of fish on July 22. Mr. R, Ford, roach, bream, and dace; 
Mr. Rider, perch; Mr. A. Fish, bream; and Mr, Pleydell, jun., 10ach.— 
C, J. MILtm. : 


July 25. het ee 
HOXTON BROTHERS. : 

Our trays were well filled .on the 22nd inst., with perch, bream, roach, and 
dace, by Messrs. J. Osborne, A. Hattemore, H. Steadman, A. Brockett, W. 
Cooper, S. Cole, J. Morgan, and. others. The jack fishing in this society 
commences on the 5th August.—R. GHURNEY. s 

INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Each of our members that went out on July 22 met with fair sport, and 
brought home some nice fish, consisting of bream, roach, perch, rudd, chub, 
and dace. Messrs. Stone, Leader, J. White, Antony, and H. Moore being the 





_ most successful members. The club is progressing favourably—H. Moors, _ 


sec. 





JUNIOR. PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. onl 

On June 22, ourmember, Mr. Frank Chauntler, caught at Shepperton, while 
roach fishing, a tench weighing 2 Ib. 5 oz., he also took 7 lb. 43 oz. of roach; 
Mr. Palmer, sanie time, dace 3 1b. 8'0z., and roach 5 1b. 3 0z.; Mr. H. Hewett, 
at Hampton on Monday, dace’5 1b. 10 oz,, roach 6Jb. 3 0z., and one chub 
2. lb. 2.0z.; Mr,-Arthur Hewett, same Place, dace 3 lb. 9 .0z., roach 4 lb, 8 02., 
four of the roach averaged 4 Ib, each, Iwas out on Wednesday at Chertsey, 


E 
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but did not do very much—roach 2 Ib. 13 oz., dace 4 1b. 1} 0z., and one barbel 
of 2)b. 1 oz.— ALF. H. BisLry, hon. sec. 

July 26. —_—— 
LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We only missed a blank on July 22 by two members weighing ina trifle— 
Mr. Petrie with dace and Mr. B. Graham dace and roach. On Wednesday 
next, August I, we have our general return visit on the Eastern list. We beg 
to remind anglers and friends that we still continue to hold harmonic meetings 
every Saturday evening. We promise visitors a hearty welcome:—W. Brown, 
sec. . 





2 LIVERPOOL’ ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Eighteen of our members went down to the Vyrnwy on the 12th inst. to 
compete for a few private prizes. Unfortunately, in consequence of a heavy 
thunderstorm in the mountains on the previous evening, the water was vely 
thick and the river in flood and quite unfit for fly-fishing, and nearly so for 
bottom-fishing. But, by perseverance, most of the party got more or less fish, 
and on weighing in it was found that the prize for trout and grayling had not 
been won, but that in the coarse fish class the first prize had been won by 
Mr. W. Jones, and the second by Mr. Cardwell. After partaking of one of 
Mr. Baugh’s famous tea-dinners, the members started homewards in convey- 
ances, and had a pleasant drive of six miles, through a lovely country, to 
Oswestry. This drive was thoroughly enjoyed, and put all in good spirits for the 
journey home, where they arrived in due course, sound in wind and limb. Mr. 
H. Wood, one of our members, was fortunate enough to hook and land a tench 
weighing 7 lb. 2 0z. on the 18th inst. This grand fish was taken whilst 
angling in the lake in Newsham Park, and was kept alive in one of the 
aquariams in our club-room until the morning of the 22nd, when he, unfor- 
tunately, refused to live any longer and departed this life. I do not remember 
seeing any account of a heavier fish of this class being taken with rod and 
line. Have you, Sir, or any of your readers? This fish will, of course, be 
preserved —a fate it is well worthy of. Only a short time ago, Mr. Spencer, 
another of our members, Janded a tench weighing 4 Ib. 6 oz., out of the same 
water. This lake, and the one in Sefton Park—out of which large takes of 
rudd are being made—are those in which our association induced the Parks 
and Gardens Committee to permit angling on certain conditions, and at a charge 
of one guinea per annum.—RpD. WooLFALL, hon, sec. 


Jaly 23. —_— 

j PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society fished at Royden on the 22nd inst. After a 
contest lasting nine hours, Mr. Brancher claimed first prize, beating Mr. Page 
by the draught of the scale; Mr. Matthews won, but declined to take, the 
third prize. Mr. Otgin had a nice show of roach. Messrs. Stidolph and 
Thomson had an interview with the Justices at Petworth on the 21st. jieSs 
says they asked for a loan of 14s. 6d. He could not refuse them. 
Can any of your readers inform us how much of the Arun you can fish without 
being summoned for trespass? The next match takes place on the 5th of 
August at Weybridge for three prizes, given by Messrs. Stidolph, Bignall, and 
Cox.—W. H. Pace. 





PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society met with very fair sport on the 22nd inst., 
Mr. Slater at the top of the tree with a very nice show of bream, turning the 
scale at 231b. 12} oz., also some very nice perch and roach ; Mr. Baillie, avery. 
fine show of bream and roach from Amberley, 7 Ib. 2}0z., all in good con- 
dition, Other members had fish, but not of any note, but hope to have better 
luck next time.—J. G. 


July 25. : oa 
QUEEN'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members met with very fair sport last week. The following gentlemen 
weighed in bream and dace :—Bream—Messrs. Pearce, 15 lb. 63 0z.; B. Chick, 
13 lb. 8$.0z. ; Walford, 7 lb. 42 oz. ; Pratt, 6 lb. 11 02.3 Hutchinson, 4 1b. 
4; 0z.; Morgan, 1 Ib. tr oz. Dace—Messrs. Fayers, 1 lb. 3}.0z.; F. Barrett, 
1 lb, ; A, Barrett, 1 lb. 1 oz,—L. WALFORD, sec. 


REDDITCH ANGLING CLUB, 

The members of this club have had good sport during the past week in the 
Avon, several having had large takes of roach and dace, among whom may be 
mentioned J. Field, on Friday, 23 Ib. and F. Langher, on Saturday, forty fish, 
weighing 20 1b. The tackle used, fine gut, with Allcock’s new standard roach 
hook. ‘The fish are in good condition, well on the feed, and prospects of sport 
are good,—W. H, 


July 23. 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 
Messrs. Grant and Hotham travelled by the South-Eastern on the 22nd, and 
a a variety of fish, consisting of perch, roach, bream, gudgeon, and dace. 
—PIXIE. 





SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We hada nice show of fish on the 22nd. Mr. A. Manning, having some 
fine bream, which were greatly admired. Other members who had fish were— 
Messrs, T, Jones, roach and bream; C, Lloyd, bream and roach; W.S. 
Woodhead, perch and roach; H. Mills, roach, and T. Keymer, tench'— 
W.S. WooDHEAD, sec. 


SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members were out in good force on the 15thinst., when Messrs. Hoben, 
Stone, Smith, sen., Smith, jun., Groves, and Weston weighed in some fine 
roach, dace, tench, barbel, bream, and gudgeonat their club- house, ‘The Prince 
Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E. Several members were made and others pro - 
posed. ‘The evening was, as usual after business, devoted to harmony. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED.] 








At the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E., there was a good muster of 
visitors and members on Wednesday last, Mr. Smith, sen., in the chair. 
Messrs. Smith, sen., Croomes, Stone, Weston, and Smith, jun., had a fine 
show of roach, dace, bream, and barbel. It was resolved that specimen fish 
(which this society advocates in preference to gross-weight) should weigh as 
follows :—Trout, 4 1b. ; jack, 71b.; perch, 141b.; roach, 1}1b.; barbel, 4 1b. ; 


dace, 80z.; chub, 3 lb. ; bream, 3 Ib. ; carp, 4 Ib. ; tench, 31b., and rudd, 14 1b., 


of half a guinea, 


| and that the member taking the heaviest fish ofeach species do receive a prize 
It was also resolved that the first prize for gross- weight 


_ taken during the season be thirty shillings, second twenty shillings, and third 


} 


| anglers were proposed, and four were elected, 


' fifteen shillings, if taken in accordance with the rules of the society. Several 
Mr. Smith, sen., gave one 


J 





guinea for grosssweight caught during the month of August (the 5th, and 
Monday, the 6th August, to weigh in as one day’s take.) | Mr. Smith, jun., 
gave one guinea for gross-weight in February; Mr. Hutchinson (treasurer), a 
silver medal, suitably engraved, for gross-weight in September; a visitor gave 
half a guinea for heaviest perch taken in the month of February ; Mr. Brown, 
half'a guinea for the heaviest jack taken in February; Mr. Delves, halfa 
guinea for gross-weight in January ; Mr. Hutchinson, a box of cigars, value one 
guinea, for gross-weight in December; Mr. Garton, half a guinea for gross- 
weight in October, and as a second prize in that month, Mr. Gold, 
the well known fishing-rod and tackle-maker, of Waterloo Road, S.E:, 
a patent camp stool, which is a splendidly arranged and compact 
halieuetic acquisition to an angler’s kit. After business, as usual, 
the evening was devoted to harmony. Mr. Brown sang “An Angler’s Life for 
me’’ (composed by Mr. Thomas Crumplen, of the Gresham Angling Society, 
and the music by Mr. Brown), which was much appreciated; Mr. Holben, 
‘*Carrie, the Belle of the Ball’?; Mr. Delves, «‘ Annie Lisle’? ; Mr. Hutchin- 
son, ‘* The Identical Rolling Pan”’; Mr. Smith, sen., ‘The Boy in Blue’? ; 
Mr, Smith, jun., ‘Jack's Yarn” ; the Secretary, ‘‘ The Jolly Angler’? ; Mr. 
Croome, ‘‘ Keep the Mill Going’’; Mr. Stone, ‘‘The Pirate of the Isle ae 
Mr, Reynolds, ‘The Bugler’? ; Mr. Ballantine recited ‘Daniel versus Dish- 
clout,” which was highly applauded; and after several other songs and recita- 
tions, the Secretary sang ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne.’’—Esox Lucuus. 





STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

The following is the extract from the society's register of fish taken by mem- 
bers during the week ending 25th inst.:—Mr. D. M. Humby, perch 14} 0z., 
roach 11 lb, 15 0z., tench 6 lb. 9 oz ; Mr. W. R. Humby, jack 2 lb. 10 0z., 
roach 3 lb. 14 oz., eight tench 201b. 9 oz., heaviest fish 4 lb. 13 oz.; Mr. 
Pistrucci, four roach 2 lb. 6 oz., and some dace; Mr. H. Rose, roach 
4 1b. 6 0z., one tench 41b. 150z.; Mr. C. P. Wheatstone, sixteen tench 
60lb. 5 oz , jack 5 1b. 7 0z., perch 21b. 4 oz, roach Io lb. 12 oz.—G. E. W. 

July 26. ———- 
, STOKE NEWINGTON. 

Three prizes were fished for at Pulborough on the 22nd inst. 
were small, the weather being extremely bvisterous. The following is the 
result:—Mr, M. Robinson, first, 2 Ib. 13 0z.; Mr. C. Martin, second, 
I lb. 83 0z.; Mr. E. Machin, third, 11b.20z. Messrs. Whitmore, Webb, 
and Gretton also weighed in. Mr. J. Davis gives a prize, value ros. 6d., for 
the heaviest gross weight of any kind of fish taken on the Sundays in August. 
—T. GrETTON. 


July 24. ——- 
SURREY PISCATORIALS. 
On the 15th, Mr. Beckett exhib'ted some fish from Pangbourne. Members 
are requested not to forget the cup day, August 8, particulars of which can be 
had of Mr. J. Boalch, in the old Kent Road, S.E.—Prxir. 


The tikes 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

The members of the above society will fish a peg-down match on the 29th 
inst., in the old river Wey, at Weybridge, for three prizes, one rod and Jine 
only. First train from Waterloo Station leaves at quarter to nine a.m. Several 
members were out on the 22nd inst., when the following gentlemen weighed 
in:—Mr, W. Tyler, roach and bream; Mr. F, Belton, chub from the Med way ; 
Mr. J. Currans, roach, gudgeon, and bleak; Mr. J. Payne. perch and bream 
from the Wey, a nice specimen for the match on the 29th. ROACHER. 


WALTONIANS., 

On ‘July 22 we had a few small shows by Messrs. Malcom, Waltham, Moore, 
Jukes, Roland, and Dodge, but nothing worthy of special mention. ‘The best 
take was 5 lb. of roach and bream by Mr. Malcom.—A. J. MARRIOTT. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly mee ing of the above society was held this evening, 
Mr. G. Evans in the chair, The open competition was duly contested for on 
the 22nd July, and resulted in a good show of specimen fish, prizes to the 
value of £6 being taken by Messrs. E. A. Bayford, T. Oatley, G. Herbert, and 
W. Buttery. Mr, Herbert’s fish included a splendid barbel of 7 1b. from the 
Thames. The next competition between the members will take place on the 
Igth August next, all to fish at Godfrey’s water at West Drayton. From this 
latter water several handsome dace have been shown, varying from 10 oz. to 
13} oz. each, and Mr. J. Bayford was also successful to-day in securing: some 
good roach, largest weighing 1} lb. Mr. H. Thompson has also had some 
bream from Norfolk, the largest 4 1b. 44 oz.—H. T., sec. 











NETTING OF RESERVOIRS. 

THE Thames Angling Preservation Society, continuing the successful 
operation of last year in netting the reservoirs of the Water Works 
Companies, made another glorious ‘commencement on Wednesday 
last in a third reservoir of the Chelsea Water Works, at Sunbury. 
The day was most favourable for the work, and amongst those present 
to render great assistance were Mr. Thomas Spreckley, who occupied 
his usual position of commander-in-chief, Messrs. A. J. Little, Alfred 
Nuthall, R. L. Pugh, A, Allison, P. Geen, T, Hoole, W. Jones, R. 
B. Matthews, T. Hisock, &c. Mr. W. H. Brougham, who is still” 
suffering from a severe attack of sciatica, wasabsent. The netting, 
which was entrusted to Lewis Gibson, of Putney, commenced soon 
after ten o’clock, and cortinued up to five o’clock in the afternoon, 
The result was the capture of 149 large buckets of fish, the weight 
being estimated at one and a half tons, principally good stock perch. 
There were also plenty of fine roach, many of them 1} 1b, each; and 
bream were in great preponderance on this occasion, several of the 
hauls being all fine bream. Altogether the day was a successful one, 
and the fish were all turned into the river opposite to the reservoir, 
Mr. Spreckley, on going to the summer dinner of the Piscatorial 
Society, at the Ship Hotel, Halliford, took up a quantity of fine roach 
and turned them into the river in the presence of the guests, who 
expressed great delight in seeing such splendid fish, B. 


NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 23,058, making a total 
for last week of 92,311. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 874,764. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 


FoR SATURDAY, JULY 28. 
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Ancholme D strict. 


On Wednesday in last week, just after sending off my report, we made up a 
party of five, and rede over to Gulham, My friends fared very indifferently, 
but I had tolerable sport, catching four small pike, weighing a total of 10 Ib., 
the largest 4 ]b. They were a'l secured after 6 o’clock, and were caught with 
small natural minnows on gut trace, and afforded capital sport. I was out 
again also on Saturday, after tea, trout fishing, and landed three fontinalis and 
two trout, they were all of them in very fine condition and cut quite pink, 
owing to the presence of crustacea in the waters. There are a fine lot of perch 
in the pond at Barnetby Junction, but owing to shallowness and weeds they are 
most difficult to get at. Mr. Abraham, the owner, speaks of getting a good- 
sized punt for the convenience of his friends, they will then, I have no doubt, 
have excellent sport. The waters are now of very fine colour, and sport should 
be very good during the coming week. Mr. Bower, jun.; caught a fine perch 
of 25 1b, at Owersby, on Saturday last, in a pond.—THOMAsS Forp, Caiston. 


Ballynahinch. 


Since last Wednesday sport has been indifferent. In the early part of the 
week weather was very much against fishing, but yesterday and to-day it looks 
better; also trout are beginning to show well, but rising short, which 
accounts a good deal for the small take. On the 18th, Messrs. Eades and 
Haulgrave, i9 trout, same date Mr, Lawson, one salmon, 6 lb.; Mr. Dudgeon, 
one, 6 lb; Mr. Lynch, two, 8 lb. each, and Mr. Sutherlaud, two, 8 lb. and 
15 lb, On the tgth, Messrs. Eades and Haulgrave, 12 trout; Mr. Lawson, 
12 trout; Mr. Dudgeon, 4 trout, and Mr. Sutherland, one salmon, g lb. On 
the 20th, Col. Biden, four trout ; Messrs. Eades and Haulgrave, six trout; 
Mr. Juke, eight trout ; Mr. Dudgeon, six trout, and Mr. Sutherland, one 
salmon, 93 1b. On the 23rd, Col. Biden, three salmon 10, 7, 641b. Same 
date Mr. Eades and Haulgrave, fifteen trout ; Mr, Dudgeon, one salmon to lb. 





and six trout ; Major Willmott, two salmon, 7 lb. each, and six trout; Mr. 
Lynch, three salmon, 10, 9, and 8} 1b.; Mr. Weiathorpe, one 8 lb., and six 
trout, and Mr, Sutherland, one, 9lb. Onthe 24th, Col. Biden, ten trout ; 
Messrs. Eades and Haulgrave, fourteen trout; Mr. Weinthorpe, five trout, 
and Mr. Llewhellin, one salmon, 44 lb,—WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Bure (Norwich). 

Large catches of flats are reported from various parts of this stream, also 
some very fine rudd and roach, whilst small pike now freely take the spoon 
trailed from the boat. From Coltishall down to Wroxham, thence to Horning 
Ferry and Ranworth down as far as Acle Bridge the water seems alive with 
fish, and those who prefer number to size cannot do better than try the Bure, 
‘‘ Horning Ferry’’ for choice, as good bream and roaches are within easy row- 
ing distance. ’Tis reported that aman named Warren succeeded in c+pturing 
a perch over 5 lb. at Acle either on Monday or Tuesday last ; but unfortunately 
he sold the fish for 5s. tosome visitor ; otherwise he might have done far better 
by allowing some Norfolk collector to add such a monster to his Norfolk speci- 
mens. Acle now affords good fishing ground for visitors staying at Yarmouth ; 
the station is, however, nearly 1} miles from the water, soitis advisable to 
take as little luggage as possible. Host Rose at the Bridge will find ground 
bait &c., and I believe meet visitors if they send him notice —a paternoster 
should be taken and tried from the bank at Thume Mouth, minnows being 
most killing.—RoBeRT Mott. 

Cherwell District. ; 

If I made my own weather, I should try to manufacture some with more sun- 
shine ard less rain init, than that of the past fortnight has had ; but, after all, 
I expect it is better to leave it in the hands of Providence. S:ill, joking apart, 
it is anything but the pleasant time those imaginative people, the poets, sing of, 
though we have nothing to’ grumble at in the way of sport. Roach are wellon 
at malt, corn paste, and gentles, and the returns for all species of coarse fish are 
satisfactory. On Friday, Mr. Blagrove, from some private water, caught ten 
roach, two of which went over the pound, and three fine dace on Saturday. 
Mr. Wallace had a bag of sixty six good roach from the Upper Cherwell. On 
July 22nd, Mr. Marsh grassed seventy-five roach, nine of which turned the 
scale at I 1b., from the Ihrupp Water, and Mr. Waliace lower down bagged 
forty-two, making in all, one hundred and eight in two days. Oa Tuesday, 
Messrs. Ritson and Davies had a few chub and roach from the Thames, but 
the water was too much discoloured from the rain of the previous day, to d» any 
execution with the crayfish tail, and a small boy who was fishing with them, 
landed a fine roach of rt Ih. 1 oz. Mr. Howard grassed three jack,. 
weighing 6 lb., and Mr. Shirley at Thrupp had twelve roach; and 
Messrs, Phillips and Webb in some private water, but I am not allowed to name 
the locality, whilst trolling, had six jack, giving res pectively 43 lb., 3#1b., 21b., 
13 1b., 15 lb., 1} 1b. On Wednesday, Lieut. Barnes had a nice jack, scaling 
6 lb., from the Cherwell, near Marston. The same "gentleman has also a quan+ 
tity of roach and carp; but unfortunately I was unable to see him this week, so 
tnust leave him until I write again. —CaeRWELL OTTER. 


Chichester. 

I think all brother rodsters will agree with me, ‘‘ The great charm of angling 
lies in its uncertainty.’”’ Raking, ground-baiting, and every wie the adept 
here adopted early in the week failed to secure fish, anglers look ng as blank as 
their creels ; but within the lest two days a change has taken place. Bream 
have been well on small fry, biting as fast as one could land them, and break- 
aways being numerous with some heavy fish. Paste is decidedly the favcurite 
lure. Some good bags of roach have also been taken. The season for bream 
bids fair to equal the years 778 and ’79, when heavy bags were the rule, 
Weather fine but heavy.—GrorGe F. SALTER. 


Chingford. 
July 22nd, some very fine roach taken by Messrs. Ha-ley and Cox, 13 lb, 
25th, scme very fine chub taken by Messrs. Barrett and Walters. Some very 


fine roach taken dwing the week; wa'er in very fine condition; and the fisa © 


feeding well.— A. STEELE. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 
Since my last report the river has been flooded until to-day, and has been in 
good condition. Dr. Allen Mating, of Sunderland, creeled 8 1b.; C. Smart, 
2!1b., all with worm.—A. GLAss, 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The weather still keeps rather unsettled, but the river is in capital order, and 
angling prospects are byno means bad. Fly-fishers have done pretty well, the 
takes averaging from six to eight brace per rod. ‘rhe killing flies continue to be 


the bumble, dotterel, black gnat, and wrentail; the latterseems to be effecting — 


the largest execution. Bottom fishers have been doing remarkably well with 
cockspur worms and magzots.—WHEATSHEAF HOTEL, 
Dove. 


The weather during the past week has been of a rather unse(tled nature, and 
the nights have been very cold. 


The water is, however, in splendid condition 


for angling, and, should the weather keep fine, excellent sport may be antici- 


pated. The fly, minnow, and worm have been fairly successful throughout the 
week, all taking well. Four anda half brace of fine trout were captured on 
Monday with the golden dun, and on the following day six brace fell to the 
same rod and fly. 
length, scaling 7 lb., and on the whole fish have been biting extremely well.— 


THE SPLODGER. é 
Exe (Exeter), : 


A gentleman has taken seven grayling in the Dove Dale 


Some good catches of trout have been reported this wee'x, a fine trout having 


been captured by Mr. Dudley with red palmer in the upper Exe, as also a good 
lot of perch by Messrs. Kelley, Mould, and others. Canal-fishing has been up 
to the average. Some nice perch taken at Turf by Mr. Charles Fredericks, 
also two tench have come under my notice, the former caught with whitebait, 
the latter with redworm. Weather now fine, and wind north west.—J. A. 
KELLEY. 

ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing, Friday, very wet. In spite of the rainseveral boats made a s'art 
for the fishing ground off Freshwater, brought up there, and commenced fish- 
ing. Each boat had a fine catch of bream, whiting, and pollock, Some good 
sport was also had from the rocks, and several 1»bsters and crabs were taken 
from the holes. Saturday, blowing strong. Monday fine; several boats, fishing 
off Bird in the Hole, caught a lot of bream and pollock. C. A. Teape had a 
fine string of whiting and several lobsters. Tuesday, a seine was set at the 
mouth of the harbour ; they hauled a quantity of soles, flukes, and prawns. The 
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trawling skiffs brought up from the bay some fine soles weighing 5 lb. the 
pair. Boating parties out every day; their average catches of bream are 60 lb. 
per boat per tide. Some bass 2} lb. each have been caught from the rocks, 
Good fishing from the pier-head and jetty with rod and hand lines for pout, 
dabs, eels, &c. Weather fine.—E. Comrr. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Fine weather since the Jast report, and fair sport according to the waters; 
they are a little out of order still, On 12th, Mr. John Ross, two salmon, 
19 lb. ; Tim M‘€arthy, two peal and a salmon of 12 ]b.; Thade Marah, two 
salmon, 20lb. On 13th, Mr. Hoddor, two salmon, 18 lb. ; Mr. Sam Huggard, 
two dozen nice trout ; Frank Robert, 2} dozen. On 14th, Denis Looney, one 
salmon, 121b.; James Hogan, one, 224 lb.; John Robert, one, 12lb. On 
15th, Tim M‘Carthy, 3} dozen trout; George Bastable, two dozen trout; 
John Callaghane, two dozen trout; Mr. John Ready, two dozen trout. On 
16th, Thade Marah, onesalmon, 1olb. On 17th, Tim M‘Carthy, a nice peal 
of §1b., with a trout fly, and two dozen trout; J. D. Curtayne, 2} dozen 
trout ; Mr. Hoddor, one salmon, to ]b.; Mr. D. C. Coltsman, on Flesk, got 
one salmon, 12}]b.; Mr. John Coltsman, two real of 9;1b. On 2oth, Tim 
M‘Carthy, one salmon. 121b.; John Robert, one, gib. On 21st, Mr. Hoddor, 
one salmon, 111b.; nexs day, one, 9 lb ; Thade Marah, two peal of 121b. ; Tim 
M ‘Carthy, 3} dozen trout. The best taking flies are orange grouse, yellow 
grouse, brown ant, grey gnat, and silver horn; also the red spinner is a taking 
fly, the hare ear, and olive hackle are good still, The lake ought to be in good 
order next week if we do not get more rain.—T1m M‘CArRTHy. 


Lea. 


Mr. Cook, the well-known secretary of the society renting Dobb’s Weir 
Fishery, and his old friend Mr. W. W. Thompson, have had great success 
among the roach and chub last week, some of the roach scaling a long way 
over I lb., and one reaching 1 lb. 12 0z. Mr. H. Brookwell took another 
trout, which was in splendid condition, and weighed a little over 2 1b. Along 
the Forty Guinea Water, which is free, some very good takes of perch and 
roach have been had, several of the perch exceeding 1 lb. each in weight. This 
water is now right for perch and roach fishing, and well worthy a visit.—L, E. 


Cook. 
Lea (White House). 

The roach are still fairly on the feed, and god takes are realised, notwith- 
standing the brightness of the water. Mr. Bennett during the week has been 
doing execution among the dace and the chub, and has made one or two 
exhibits of remarkably fine fish. It is common to hear Thames dace spoken ot 
as unmatchable, but the specimens brought to bank from our own little river of 
late will bear comparison with any productions of the kind the greater river 
can offer. Some chub of fine quality and size have also rewarded the exertions 
of the few fly-fishers who delight in the use of the supple angling-whip—a 
style of angling which, once acquired, is scarcely ever laid aside.—GEo. 


- BERESFORD. 


Leicester. 


Angleis have been showing up in considerable numbers during the past week, 
but the weather has been extremely unfavourable for aay good fishing to be 
done, large quantities of rain having fallen. In the society’s waters the best of 
the fishing has been done in the evening, and for several days the pike were 
fairly on the feed, and some good catches have been had, sill no large fish have 
been taken. Most of those caught averaged between 4 1b. and 5 1b. Roach 
fishing has not been up to the standard for the period of the year, although in 
quiet places out of the stream some fair sized fish were taken with wheat and 
meal. In the brook at Aylestone sport has shown an improvement, and the 
majority of anglers are taking good baskets of both roach and perch. The water 
at Barrow-on-Soar do not seem to be in anything like condition this year, and it 
is doubtless owing to the unfavourable state of the water that fishing has not 
been quite so good as in the past, especially the bream fishing. Two gentle- 
men from Leicester had an extraordinary take of perch at Welford reservoir on 


Thursday. The water was drawn very low, and out of a hole they took twenty 


fish, the largest of which, upon being weighed after the anglers had reached 
home, scaled 3 lb. 6 oz., and several were over 21b. The eight smallest fish 
out of the lot weighed 11]b. The weather of Thursday bright and fair, and 
prospects of sport bet er.—-ALERT. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

Water in splendid condition, weather right, and everything promising for 
good sport during the week. There has been some excellent all round sport, 
Mr. E. Greenwood, and Mr.G. Payne, fishing above the town on Tuesday, and 
using boiled wheat, and a well baited swim secured 105 roach in splendid con- 
dition as wellas a few bream ; but the latter do not feed well yet no doubt, on 
account of the cold weather. Some fine perch have been captured below the 
town as well as chub, which are rising well to a fly, and can be taken whipping 
with gentles under the boughs. Mr. A. A. Bartram, fishing opposite Tonbridge 
Castle for roach, hooked a jack of six pounds, and, notwithstanding that he 
was using the finest tackle, he succeeded in grassing his fish after a good fight 
ind some first class angling. With fine weather there is every prospect of 
good spoit.—YE Mrpway Warer Rat. 


Nene (Northampton).. 

Since my last report the fishing in this district has not been very pleasant 
for anglers on account of the state of the river, which has. been flooding the 
meadows for the past six weeks ; but during the past week we have been able 
to get at some of the favourite swims on account of the hay being cleared off, 
and the result has been some nice bags of fish has be n taken, the Brothers 
Wright, of the Nene Angling Club, killing a nice bag of perch on Friday last. 
Mr. Betts, member of the above club, taking some nice eels and perch, Messrs. 
Turner and Seal taking a nice bag of roach in the upper water of the Northamp- 
ton Working Men's Angling Club, and I think, if the weather remains favour- 
able, I shall have some good reports to forward from this district. —Yours 
truly, T. F. 

Ness (Inverness). 

Since I wrote last there has been very little done here, although the water is 
in splendid order for fishing. On the upper reserved water, on Thursday, the 
2oth, Mr. Fountain Walker had one salmon, 10 lb.; Saturday, the 21st, one 
salmon, 9 lb.; Monday, the 23rd, one salmon, 15]b. On the lower water, on 
Monday, the 23rd, Mr. R. T. Pattison killed the first grilse of the season, 
weight 8 lb.; Wednesday, the 25th, Mr. Chisholm, one grilse, 8lb, Friar’s 
shot nets got fifty salmon and grilse during the week.—D. Watson. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
Being a member of the above waters, and fishing on the 24th inst., I had 


splendid sport. I landed out 2 stone of bream and a whole lot of roach, dace, 
&c. A friend of mine landed over 50 lb. last week, some weighing 5 lb. 
Both rivers are now in good order.—W. E. 


Ouse (Littleport). 

Roach, &c., are now fairly on, though it is too early for large ones. Only a 
few anglers have been down since my last report, but those few have gone away 
perfectly satishied. The best takes were by Mr. Claude Bacon, of Cambridge, 
who, on Saturday last, got a nice basket of 9g lb. The Rev. W. J. Tillbrook, 
of Comberton Vicarage, Cambridge, and Mr. W. Fetch, Cambridge, who have 
been fishing together, made good baskets during the last three days. Water 
in splendid order, but a great many floating weeds about —CHARtIE SouTH. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This river has risensome inches, and assumed a dark, sluggish appearance, 
very unfavourable to angleis. The number of fish taken is very small, the 
Angling Society having done next to nothing. The ‘‘outing *’ of the members 
of the society, which should have taken place on Wednesday last, was post- 
poned for some cause for a few days. A tew trout hive been caught below the 
railway bridge, but they were small ones. To-day has been very fine, and 
tempted several to the river's banks, but they met with indifferent success. This 
is Assize week in the good old town, and a great many are engaged in the law 
courts. In the Upper Severn and Verniew things do not wear a more favour- 
able aspect: in the latter water, near Llanymynech, a gamekeeper named Jones 
shot two fine otters in the river. One was 26 lb. weight, and measured over 
four feet; the other was be.ween 16 1b and 17 1b weight. An application has 
been received from a society at Crewe fora day’s fishing. I amsure any visitor 
to the Severn will obtain every information on fishing matters (which he has 
power to give) from the secretary of the Severn Fishing Association, Mr. T. 
Morgan, Mardol Vaults, 59, Mardol, Shrewsbury.—SALoPIA. 


Suir aud its Tributaries, Clonmel (Ireland). 


It would do any Angler’s heart good to see the trout and salmon jumping 
every day, now; more especially in the evening, at that time called “ the 
gloaming’’ just between the ‘‘ two lights.”’ As I predicted, the recent floods 
caused every stand to be crowded with fish, and we are now at last rewarded 
for our patience, during ourlong and enforced idleness, even the cotmen, who 
are proverbially as wont to grumble as farmers, are satisfied with their week’s 
work; the Clonmel set alone getting fiftysfive for five evenings (I say evenings 
advisedly, for their only chance was from about six o’clock to eight o’clock 
p-m., the early part of the day the water being too bright and clear). 
Amongst the rods I notieed Lord Donoughmore two days, with four fish of 
the following weights, 16 Ibs., 13 lbs., 4 lbs. and 3% lbs. Mr. Frederick 
Clibborn in six days twenty-two, between peal and salmon, the largest 
weighing 23 lbs.—Dora. 


Taw (North Devon), 


The floods of the last few days have carried the salmon and peel up the 
river, and many have been taken. One gentleman caught nine salmon, 
another, four. Good catches of trout lave been had inall the small streams 
around the district. One gentleman caught eight dozen.—RusTy GAME, 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The Teme has risen considerably during the week and is much coloured, and 
little good can be done till the water is finer. On the other, hand nearly all the 
tributaries of the Teme are clear, and some of them the Orry for instance, 
is so bright and clear that bottom for a considerable distance can be pliinly seen. 
Some six trout were caught on Thursday at Ashford in the Teme —also two 
pike, but the pike were caught with the net, seven or eight fine pike being 
seen near the residence of the late General Salway, and attempts were made 
to net them with the above result. Two gentlemen up the Corve on Saturday, 
landed at the back of Ludlow Racecourse twenty-eight splendid trout weighing 
14 lb., these were most ofthem caught bottom fishing with worm and was 
grub. Some nice fish were caught in the Orry on Wednesday, but the fish 
would not take the fly un:iltowards night time, and then they rose sharp for 
aboutanhour.. Up Leintwardine waters and also in the Ledwyche the fish have 
hada httlerest. ‘Chere is every prospect of fine weather to-day (Thursday), 
and next week will find the Teme in proper order.—8. 


Thames (Goring). 


Water very clear, in very good order for jack, perch, and chub. Roach not 
on much, have been taking afew jack and perch. My best day two dozen of 
perch and three jack ; largest jack 3 lb,—JoHN RusH. 


Thames (Oxford). 


I hope before I write again the amalgamation of the Oxford Angling Society 
and the Local Branch of the Thames Angling Protection Society will have 
been effected, and as the conservancy have been good enough to intimate 
through Captain Burstall their intention of granting deputations as honorary 
river keepers to twelve members of the Oxford Angling Society, now that the 
new bye laws are in operation there may be a slight chance of making the free 
waters of some benefit to the general public, and convincing those free handed 
gentry who have been sweeping them for such a length of time that the river 
was not created for their sole and exclusive use. On Wednesday Mr. Clesver 
had twelve chub from Pinkhill, the largest scaling 4+ lb.,the whole weighing 
25 1b. On Thursday Mr. James Simms, at Dorchester, caught three dozen 
and eleven perch. Mr. Hern, from the same water, taking seven perch and 
fourteen roach, Mr. Mapleston, fourteen roach from the Sheepwash ; and Mr. 
Blagrave, a dozen dace. On Sunday Mr. Brown and two friends one chub 
44 lb., four jack 13 3} and 2} lbs., and seven perch from 1? to 2 1b. in weight 
Eynsham water, the same. party on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday taking 
twelve roach, nine jack, and seventeen perch. On Friday Mr. Potter, from 
the Sheepwash, caught eight fine roach; on Monday Mr. J. Blagrave at Osney 
a perch scaling 1% lb. On Tuesday Messrs Tanner and Greathead 
three jack going respectively 2 lb. 141]b and 14 ]b.; Mr. English at 
Radley, thirty-six roach, and Mr. A. Stone, below Nuneham, forty-eight 
roach. To-day Thursday a competition of the Oxford Angling Society will 
be held in the Wolvercott water for a rod presented by the treasurer, and five 
prizes open to all members of the society free of charge.—MEDLEy Trout, 

P.S.—I forgot to mention that a fine trout weighing 4 lb, was taken in 
Stacey’s Pool at Wolvercott on Saturday. This makes the ninth fish caught in 
the Oxford waters since the beginning of the season. 


Thames (Walton). 


On Thursday, roth inst., G. Hone, jun., seven dozen of roach and dace. 
Friday, 20th, J. Hone, three dozen roach and dace; G. Hone, jun., three 
dozen roach and dacein three hours. Saturday, 21st, G. Hone, sen., wtth Mr, 
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Lewis, seven dozen roach and dace, several weighing 1 lb., and with Mr. 
Weller, in an hour and a half, three dozen roach, some 1 lb.;_R. Whatford, 
two jack weighing together 5 lb., and four perch 21b.; J. Hone, six dozen 
roach and four bream; H. Lambert and Mr. Luker, nine dozen gudgeon in two 
hours; G. Hone, jun., seven dozen roach and dace, several weighing 1 Ib, 
each, and one I} 1b. On the 22nd, G. Hone, sen., with Mr. Lewis, eight 
dozen gudgeon in three hours ; R. Whatford, with Mr. Barling, seven dozen 
roach and dace and one bream; G. Hone, jun., in four hours, four dozen gud- 
geon and six perch weighing 3 1b. each; Mr. Bryant, six bream, one weighing 
2lb. ; J. Hone, five dozen roach and dace. Monday, 23rd, G. Hone, sen., 
with Mr. Mackrill, four jack weighing 12 lb., five chub 2 1b. each, one perch 
1 lb., and six roach averaging $ 1b. Tuesday, 24th, R. Whatford, with Mr. 
Abbett, four dozen roach and dace in two hours; J. Hone, six dozen roach and 
dace. Wednesday, 25th, G. Hone, sen., with Mr. Nissen, twelve dozen roach, 
several weighing from } lb. to ?lb. each; R. Whatford, one jack 4 lb., three 
dozen roach and dace, one bream, and one perch } 1b.; J. Hone, twelve bream 
and five dozen gudgeon. Theriver isin good condition. The jack cruise about 
the roach and dace swims and disturb the little ones. —OLD SWAN. 


Torridge (Torrington). 


River right for fishing and plenty of peel up. I heard of fifteen that were 
taken yesterday and lots of trout, one gent taking 90 in three days? fishing, 
only a few hours each day. Most of the peel were taken with the improved 
Devon minnow, and the loch o’ bondhu and red badger, the most successful 
trout flies —PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Trent (Newark.) 


Since sending off my last report, heavy and long-continued rains have fallen 
in this locality, which caused the river to come down very high and discoloured, 
and, as anatural consequence, not much has been done with the finny’uns. 
A few odd bream have been had, during the week; but I have nothing particu- 
lar to report from this locality. At the time of writing, the weather seems more 
settled; wind, N.W. (not the best of quarters), and the water is clearing down 
very nicely. Under the present prospects, I anticipate some fairish sport in 
the course of a few days. As soon as tee water reaches its usual summer level, 
all sorts of fish should be willing to come to bag or creel. Worms, in my idea, 
will be the very best bait to use next week, and if the angler has nota stock of 
worms, it is his own fault, for the last few nights have been extremely favourable 
for the worm catcher. Pike tackle should now be looked over, for these fish 
will be inclined to run at a spinning bait as soon as the water gets clear, 
(Thursday night), water clearing down very nicely; weather ditto; prospects 
improving every hour, and good bags of fish are rising before the mental vision 
of—Tux Trent Orrer. 

P.S.—I hope Jupiter Pluvius has exhausted his vials of wrath, and will not 
be able to get a fresh stock in for a week or two. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Heavy rains fell last Saturday and Sunday, and on Monday the river was 
very much swollen. Angling operations for the time being were at a stand- 
still, On Wednesday there was a slight improvement in the colour of the 
water, and those of the craft who went downwards returned with a rather 
plentiful supply of eels, two anglers alone getting above thirty. On Wednes- 
day prospects were even brighter, and at Colwick (ast side) some large bream 
were caught with the worm. In the upper reaches the most encouraging re- 
ports are from Weston, the bream contingent being unusually busy, although 
none of the fish ran above the average. Iam imformed that an otter has been 
taken out of the riverat Wilford. During Wednesday night the water sub- 
sided rapidly, and one of the subscribers, trying for barbel below Colwick weir 
on Thursday, returned with a brace of very-nice fish. The largest, over 5 lb., 
was weighed in at the St. George’s Association.—Tar Man At THE CLUBS, 


Tweed and Teviot- 

During the past week, not much has been done in the way of angling in this 
neighbourhood, although occasionally a small basket has been killed, On 
Saturday, on the Tweed, Mr. Geo. Malcolm had a very fair basket of 4 Ib., 
and on the same day Mr. William Scott, tailor, killed an excellent trout of fully 
17 1b., and at the Pierhead last night, Mr. J. Cummings, tailor, had a beauty of 
nearly 2 lb. On the St. Boswells water last week, excellent takes were got b 
Mr. Jas. Kerr, Kelso, who, with fly and worm, killed on Tuesday 6 Ib.; Wed- 
nesday, 8) 1b.; Thursday 61b, and Friday 5 1b. One of the trout in this latter 
basket scaled 1} lb. On the same water, and with identical line, Mr. W. 
Turnbu'l, Glasgow, had 63 lb. on Tuesday ; 8 lb. on Wednesday; 7 lb. on 
Thursday ; and 44 lb..on Friday, The rivers are in fair angling ply, having 
again subsided since the flow of last week with any quantity of fish.—On 
Tuesday last week Mr. William Shortreid, Yair, landed a splendid fish of tolb., 
and on Wednesday the same angler got another beautiful salmon of 14 lb. out 
of the Tweed. The Tweed salmon net fishings at Berwick also remain much 
the same. Although the heavy rains which prevailed lately had injured the 
fishing to some extent, yet prices have undergone no material change, and are 
salmon, Is.; grilse rod.; and trout 9d. per 1b,—Max WueExt, 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


A steady downpour of rain througeout the whole of Saturday last resulted 
in anice freshet, but as the wind veered round into a cold quarter, the baskets 
of fish taken on Monday and Tuesday were not nearly so good as I expected 
they would be. At present the best flies to employ are red ant, dotterel 
and orange, black midge and orange, and partridge hackle. I need hardly add 
that they must all be dressed small and finely—FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


Witham and Drains. 


The Witham is now in prime condition. The rain of Saturday morning 
raised it up well to a good summer height, and did not put too much colour 
in it. The consequence was the visitors to the district did extremely well in 
some cases, Some rare specimens of bream were got from the river close to 
the town, as wellas a lot of nice tench, A youth is credited with a fine lot of 
the latter from the mud boats, as well as a nice pike. Mr, Latham got a tench 
of 3 Ib. along with a lot of large roach, and Mr. Wakefield had a basket of 
carp bream, the best being one of over 3 1b. At the pumping” engine some 
good bream were taken, one gentle man getting 9 as well as a perch of 2 lb. ; 
and there were good pike taken at Bardney and Kirkstead, one taken at the 
former being over 7 1b. At Dog D yke the chief amusement was among the 
roach, Pike of good size have been taken at the drains. At Swineshead an 
angler had one of 8 Ib. as well as others ; at Leake one reaching nearly 6 lb. 
was taken, and from the aqueduct one of 43 1b. Some rare tench have also 
been taken at points on the drains. Mr. Short got two going 43 lb. at Sibsey 
Northlands ; and a yisitoron the aqueduct caught three, scaling 7} Ib, Roach 


takes were very numerous, and in some instances as many as 20 Ib. are repor~ 
t ed to the lot of visitors by trip trains, but in many cases of the latter there 
was much disappointment. ‘This, however, was not all the fault of the angler 


: 


5 


or of the fish, For the purposes of club matches the visitors use the town — 


de ain, and on the 22nd it was in nice order, being of good colour and height 
from the previous rain; but on that day somebody gave the order for it to be 
run off, and run off it was till little more than 18 inches of water remained in 
it. Itit was necessary to be run off, moderation might have been used, for if 


clubs are to be thus treated they will seek other spotsthan Boston to spend — 


their money in.—THE YELLOW BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent. 

We had large floods on these rivers last Sunday, from the heavy thunder-rain 
which fell both up in the Peak an1 woodlands. 
a most beautiful porter coloured water on it, generally a very killing water for 
the bottom fishers ; but I am sorry to say such was not the case last Monda 
although nearly every person who possessed a fishing rod was out—in fact, be- 
tween Darley Bridge and Matlock Bath there were over thirty rods on the 
water, some trying wasp grubs and eggs, maggots, and worms, and could not 
get the fish on the feed the whole of the day, although there were some first- 
class fishermen out. The largest basket was made by Mr, S. Smith, of Matlock 
Bath, viz., nine brace, The average baskets were about four brace per angler. 
Since Monday good sport has been had with the artificial flies both on the 
Chatsworth fishery and Darley Dale club waters, the bumble, yellow dun, 
furnace, and sand flies all killing fish. Sport on the Wye has also been much 
better, several good baskets having been secured just as the river was clearing ; 
the honey dun bumble killing the greatest quantity of fish. Grayling are 
beginning to move much better, both at top and bottom. Several other ground 
fish have been killed this week, and in good condition. Sport on the ponds 
has also been very good this week, both with top and bottom, some heavy 
baskets having been secured with wasp grubs, Fly fishing prospects looking 
well for next week, especially early in the morning and late ia the evening.— 
Gro. JAs. Eaton, 

Yare Norwich.) 

Anglers during the past week have beer. well rewarded at all stations on this 
stream, and every day has seen numbers out, and from the Iron Swing Bridge 
o: the Great Eastern Railway at Norwich right down to Reedham good sport 
has beea had ; two Norwich men caught ‘5 or 6 stone of bream near the Iron 
Bridge just alluded to, I also hear of good catchesat Reedham and Cantley. 


Host Goldspink informs me that some very fine roach were taken at Can'ley ° 


the other day. At Beckenham and Brunda'l roach are well on the feed, in two 
hours at the latter place I took 56 last Saturday evening, and 9 very fair sized 
perch. Those visiting Cantley should go down and try Limpenhoe and 
Hardly Reaches with a ledger, I feel convinced the bream would put in an 
appearance, while those who prefer roach fishing had better stop at either 
Brundall or Buckenham—first-rate accommodation at either places. Pike may 
now be taken by trailing a spoon from the boat in going to and from the swim 
selected. Prospects moderate.—RoBERT MOLL, 








THE GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY AND THE: 
BANK HOLIDAY. 


WE have much pleasure in calling attention to the special 

facilities offered by this company for obtaining tickets at 
City and West End booking offices and at the Liverpool Street 
Station, as shown on page 1 of their new programme, also to the 
additional train to be run for the accommodation of passengers 
to the sea-side and other stations on this railway, which opens up 
so many first-rate fishing districts to anglers. 








FISH AT THE EXHIBITION. 

STROLLING last evening through that portion of the building in which 
the live fish are exhibited in tanks, I could not help thinking— 
How isit that these tanks are built on the kno wledge and experience 
of the most scientific men of the day, yet how is it that I find that the 
fish, roach in particular, on this occasion suffer a disease that either 
destroys their tails, fins, gills, or eyes, while others have a white, 
hairy-looking substance growing on top of their heads, which I have 
never geen on any fish that I have caught out of either river, lake, or 
pond 


July 26. J. HorHam, 





GuN LICENSES.—The Commissioners of Inland Revenue give 
notice that, in accordance with the provisions of the Act 46 Vic., cap. 
10, all gun licenses, and such licenses or certificates to kill game as 
are dated to expire on the 5th April, which are now in force, or which 
may be granted during the current year, will continue in force up to 
the end of July, 1884. 

‘*THE ALARMING DESTRUCTION OF AMERICAN FoRESTS” is the 
subject of an article which will appear in the August number of 
“Forestry,” from the pen of Mr. William Little, of Montreal, an 
authority who has made the subject of American Forestry a life study, 
Mr. Little states that at the present reckless and wanton rate of 
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On Monday the Derwent had ~ 


cutting, the United States will be entirely denuded of its merchantable — 


yellow pine in seven years! 





Groxcr James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshire, respectfull 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to a} his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may begenuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kenda lhooks. rices $ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper F lies,zs. per Dozen.! Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr,] 


invites — 
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| 
| 
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; 


. 


- sure he would at once come forward and refute it, as he has done. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

T. P. B.—Fishing is free in most of the Norfolk rivers and in many of the 
broads. In our Tourist Number we shall give some particulars about 
fishing in these counties. Ormesby Broad is free, and contains fine bream, 
roach, rudd, perch, pike, &c. Large bags are often made, though the 
fishing is alittle uncertain. The charge for a boat is aoout ts. 6d, we 
think, and you can get baits, &c., at the Sportsman’s Arms. We have 
always had better sport on the Yare than on_the broads in the summer, 
Mr. Greene, fishing-tackle maker, London Street, Norwich, can set you 
up with proper tackle, and also tell you where to go for sport,—Epb. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, | 





HOW A LARGE HAUL WAS GOT. 

Srr,—In the last number of your valuable paper, dated July 21st, a para- 

graph appeared.under the above heading, signed by Mr. Rob. Foster (a mis- 

rint for Robt. Forbes), in which the writer professed to explain how a certain 
fas, from which a short time ago I had a fine take of tench, became public 
water—a statement which might probab'y mislead some of your numerous 
readers. 

This lake is a large reservoir, I believe, 67 acres in extent, and, in some 
parts, nearly 30 feet deep, and feeds the Berks and Wilts Canal. It is largely 
used by the people of Swindon and the neighbourhood for picnicing, boating, 
fishish, swimming, and (in winter) skating 

The keeper, Job Lawrence, charges 1d. per head for people using the ground 
for recreative purposes, and fs..per diem for fishing; this is open to all, and 
so is public water. There is alsoa small extra charge for the use of a punt, 
of which he has four, besides numerous boats. This Jake has been fished by 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, as well as by many gentlemen from the 
metropolis, as a public water long before Mr. Forbes ever went there. 

Anglers are proverbially selfish, but I myself believe in those who impart to 
their angling friends all the useful knowledge they cin that may be productive 
of good sport. ; 

Tn regard to the statement that on one occasion myself and friends were 
“scouring the water for two days ’’ for the jack competition of the Piscatorial 
Society, this is surely a great mistake, as that competition is for one day only. 

Apologising for the valuable space that Imay take up in the FIsHive 
GAZETTE, and hoping that [ may never have to do the same again on such an 
unpleasant subject.—[ am, &c., C. P. WHEATSTONE. 

51, Torriano Avenue, Camden Road, July 25. 

[ Knowing that there is not a more generous or fair angler living than Mr. 
Wheatstone, we much regretted the attack made on him last. week, but felt 
What a 
pity it is that no sooner is an angler credited with a big take than some jealous 
rival comes forward with remarks which invariably point to the fact that the 
writer is jealous, and generally, as in this case, have no foundation to stand on. 
The impression we got from Me. Forbes’ letter was that the lake belonged to 
his friend, instead of which it turns out to be the Swindon Reservoir, in which 
anyone can fish by paying !—Ep. ] 


HOW A GREAT HAUL OF FISH WAS GOT. : 

S1r,—Owing to absence from home I did not see the GAzeTTE of las 
Saturday containing Mr. Rob. Foster's (?) extraordinary letter. My first in- 
timation of its being in print was received upon my arrival at our society’s 
rooms this evening. 

The s‘atements contained in the letter are so misleading and unfair, that Iam 
afraid they will take too long to deal with serZatiém, as I am anxious to be in time 
for your issue of this week. I, however, at once and most emphatically deny 
that it was through either Mr. Forbes or Sheppard that the water in question 
was first brought under my notice. I have known of it for years, intending to 
pay it a visit, but unttl last year had been unable to do so. 

As regards the water being public, I opine that public wateris where anyone 
can fish free of cost or by payment of a daily sum, This, I believe, has been 
the practice or this particular piece of water for some years. 

Where the “‘underhand way”? lies I fail to trace, and can only conclude that 


it is owing to the fact, that I amin the habit of fishing with Sheppard (against 


whom Mr, Forbes hassome apparently personal grievance), that my name is 
dragged into his letter at all, for surely it cannot be ‘the green-eyed monster 
gnawing at his vitals,’” and that because he is annoyed that others have been 
successful where he may yet succeed, Mr. Forbes vents his spleen and pub- 
lishes his own selfixhness in a gratuitously insulting letter, attributing meanness 
and dishonourable actions where none exist.—I am, &c., 
Gro. E, WALKER, 
The Stanley Angling Society, 51, Camden Park 
Road, N.W., July 25. 

{If we are not mistaken, the reservoir referred to by Mr. Walker has long 

been advertised in the ‘‘ Anglers’ Diary.”’—Ep.] 


JACK. FISHING AND THE LEA CONSERVANCY. 

S1r,—I beg to inform the Lea Anglers that the jack fishing this season, and 
in future, in the Rye House water, will commence the first day of August, the 
same as all the public waters of the River Lea. Persons are warned against 
retaining undersized fish, either dead or alive, taken from this river, as in all 
cases the Lea Conservancy will prosecute all parties so offending. The 
following are the present respective sizes :—Salmon (not less than) 4 1b. ; trout, 
11b.; pike 15 in.; tench, 6 in..; barbel, 12 in.; grayling, 9 in.; perch, 
6 in.; roach, 6 in; dace, 6in.chub, Ioin.; bream, 8in.; rudd,6 in.; carp, 
10 in. All fish to measure from the eye to the end of the tail. The angling 
public are requested to assist allin their power in protecting the fishery by- 
laws.—I am, &c., R. GHURNEY. 


July 25. 


FISHING IN THE TIDEWAY IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF 
RICHMOND. 

Srr,—Hearing that it is reported that the fishing is bad inthe Tideway, 
and noticing no reports from Richmond, we beg to say that the foregoing 
statement is not correct, as the following will show. From information 
received between the 13th and 26th inst., H. Mansell out on two or three 
occasions with Sir Arthur Collin Curtis, Bart., some very fine roach, dace and 
barbel, several roach over 1 lb. ; barbel, 2, 23, 43, 5% 1b. Kit Brown out 
with — White, Esq., some large dace, Fishermen Pride, Wheeler, E, Brown, 








and H. Howard, have also been well patronised. A barbel in splendid condi- 
tion and weighing 8 lb. was captured, but we did not hear in whose punt it was 
taken. Kit Brown, out on Wednesday, with some gentlemen, quite novices, 
killed between five and six dozen fine dace, and a few large roach, This speaks 
well for Kit Browa’s attention to his patrons. T. Styles, of Isleworth, out 
with J. Wotton, Esq., some very fine roach. The bank anglers have also heen 
doing well. Mr. Harvey, barbel and dace; Mr. Arthur Wells, perch and 
dace; Mr. Mason, bream and roach; Mr. White, barbel; Mr. Coodwin, 
Darbel ; Messrs. G. and W. Hester, fishing with fly, some good size dace. One 
or two bank anglers have had some large fish from Sion Reach towards Kew. 
A great many of the fish taken by the bank anglers we have seen. If they and 
the fishermen would let us know, we should be glad to report their captures.— 
Tam, &c., GAYNOR AND Son. 
Tishing Tackle Makers, Richmond-on-Thames. 


SALMON FLIES FOR NORTH OF IRELAND. 

S1r,—I see an inquiry in your last week’s number as to flies for use in the 
north of Ireland. I do not knowin what part of the north your correspondent 
proposes to fish, but if it be west of Coleraine I can tell him pretty nearly the 
flies that he will find useful, as I have had some seven years’ experience of the 
waters in Donegal and around Londonderry, where I used to fish daily. In 
the mountain streams that flow into Lough Lindy from Inishowen, are to be 
found a good sprinkling of salmon and white trout, particularly towards the 
latter end of the season. They, at the same time, hold plenty of brown trout, 
which, in some of the streams, are of fair size. The best salmon fly I ever 
used in these waters was made with orange silk body, gold twist, dull red 
hackle over same, jay’s feather or grouse hackle at shoulder, with wing of dark 
mallard, tail golden pheasant crest. This is not a very gaudy flyin appearance 
when dressed, but it isa good one. It should, of course, be varied in size, to 
suit the state of the waters, which s»on become extremely high after rains. 
They rapidly fall—even while one is fishing, and it then becomes necessary to 
substitute a smaller fly. White trout will take well when the river has just 
cleared after a spate, and they give as much or even better sport than the 
salmon do when one drops on a shoal of them, for they generally lie together, 
and they rise freely to most of the gaudy patterns sold under the name of sea- 
trout or white trout flies ; but, directly the spate is over, such flies have always 
been found by me to be useless, The best cast one can then use is one of very 
small duns and spinners, dressed on the finest gut—in fact, such flies as our 
leading tackle makers produce for well-fished streams. The white trout has 
always seemed to me to be quite as wary in low water as apyof his shy brethren 
the brown trout, and requires as much caution in canting for, Besides the 
river, there are in that region a good many freshwater lakes or loughs that 
give capital sport. The best flies I ever used on them were:—1. Body, 
peacock’s brown herl; legs, black hackle; wing, landrail. 2. Body, red 
mohair; legs, red hackle; wing, landrail. 3. Hofland’s fancy. ‘These flies 
should be dressed of different sizes, from No. 10 to 14 hook, using the larger 
ones if the day be windy and water rough. In addition, the hare’s ear dun will 
kill well, but I have taken more fish with fly No. 1 than any other. These flies 
—both for salmon and trout—will also answer well in western Donegal, and on 
the loughs there, particularly Lough Erne and Kildram Lough. Flies hackled 
with grouse or partridge feathers, yellow silk bodies, and a turn or two of hare’s 
flax at the shoulder I have found very killing on the last-named loughs, where 
the trout run of very fair size.—I am, &c., Re wet 


FREE FISHING IN WALES. 

Sir,—Referring to ‘* Deux Etoile’s’’ letter in last week’s edition of the 
Fisainc Gazerrel beg to inform him and others that there is most excellent 
free fishing to be hadin the river Vyrnwy. By staying at Mr. Baugh’s, Cross 
Keys Hotel, Llanymynech, Oswestry, the angler is within five minutes’ walk 
of the river, and you may fish it for a mile or more up and for several miles 
down without any charge save Is. for a trout licence, which can be obtained at 
the post-office there or from the river watcher. 

This river is very fairly stocked with trout and grayling, and abounds in pike, 
chub, perch, and roach of fine size. And Mr. Baugh can and will obtain a 
day or two’s fishing inthe Tanat, which is full of trout, and is within easy 
reach of his hotel. The Coin, or Cain, is only one hour’s walk off, and ten 
minutes by rail to Llansaintffraid, and this stream is also well stocked with 
good trout, chub, roach, &c., and can be fished if the angler will only take 
the trouble to ask permission. And the tariff at the Cross Keys is very mode- 
rate indeed: 5s. or 6s. a day will cover board and lodging, and as you are well 
catered for, and beds and attendance very good, what more does an angler (or 
anybody else) want ? As I have been there many times and can guarantee the 
foregoing, I strongly recommend the angler to pay this healthy and beautiful 
locality a visit, and if he is not an inveterate grumbler, or troubled with a bad 
liver or digestion, he will thoroughly enjoy himself and the free fishing.—I am, 
&c, R. WOoLrFALL, 

Hon. Sec. Liverpool Angling Association. 











THE RIVER ARUN. 

Sir,—I am pleased to find my letter to your paper is likely to bring forth 
fruit. 

I wish to correct an impression you, sir, as well as Mr. L. B., lie under— 
viz., that Mr. Geen should be expected to go down to Amberiey in the guise 
of a policeman, and fight the landowners, like a Don Quixote, single-handed. 
No one, that I am aware, everexpected such a thing of Mr. Geen—certainly 
not I. In fact, there is at Amberley areal live policeman, and a very good 
fellow he seems to be, and well up to his work. But has he ever had instruc« 
tions given him to protect the river from illegal netting during the fence 
months? Ifheis so instructed, why does he not do his duty? Oris the 
Mundella Act a farce, or does it not apply to the river Arun ? 

The reason I took the liberty to mention Mr. Geen’s name was simply 
because, at the meeting of the Society of Arts, he talked about getting a 
certain clause passed to abolish netting in all waters without permission in 
writing of the owners. Some considerable time having passed, and nothing 
further come of it, I ventured the remark. : 

A friend of mine remarked that we have the thin end of the wedge in; but 
there, I am afraid, it will stick. 

I must thank you, Mr. Editor, for allowing these letters to appear in your 
paper; andalso Mr. L. B., who I was not aware had interested himself before 
in the matter. But what one may fail to do a number might succeed in. 
Would it be possible to get funds to purchase aright, or compensate the land- 
owners for damage done? This ought to be possible. I for one shall always 
be ready with my mite ifany good can come of it, for I am sure the river Arun 
could be made to afford sport to thousands of working men anglers.—I am, 
&e,, FRED MALCoM, 
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ENORMOUS PIKE. 

Str,—lI trust that Old Waltonian’’. will give your readers some further 
information about the pike in Linlithgow Loch, which, according to the 
keeper’s account, are 8 feet long! f 

Shade of Izaak Walton! Are these monsters pike, or are they sharks ? 

Doubtless, their identity will be settled satisfactori'y soon, as the said keeper 
evidently regards their capture as hopeful judging from his remark that they, 
«¢ when weighed, will be upwards of half a hundredweight.’’ Both in the 
interests of science, and the piscatorial world generally, it is devoutly to be 
wished that these Jeviathans will eventually be ‘‘ weighed,’’ and (let us hope) 
not be fo nd ‘‘ wanting.’? The likelihood of their capture is increased by the 
fact stated—that there are several of these ‘‘8-feet’’ gentlemen. Surely, Sir, 
Mr. Jardine, or some other noted pike-fisherman, should at once journey to 
Linlithgow, and bring back one of these patriarchal pike for the Exhibition,— 
Lam, &c., AS Resets 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


THE usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Societies took place at the Portman 
Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening, the 
2oth inst.; Mr. L. Bonvoisin in the chair, Mr. Beckett in the vice. 
After the reading ani confirming cf the minutes of the previous 
meeting, the secretary (Mr. T. Hoole) read the correspondence 
received by him since the previous committee meeting. The most 
interesting items were the acknowledgment with thanks of the 
receipts of sums paid to Messrs. Thompson and Myers as rewards for 
convictions obtained against persons poaching in the Thames, in the 
portion of the river commonly known as the City waters; an applica- 
tion for a subscription from the Windsor and Eton Thames Angling 
Preservation Society ; applications from James Gray, keeper to the 
same society, for a reward for the recent conviction obtained hy him 
against a notorious poacher ; a similar application from Geo. Myers 
and Alfred Thompson, river keepers to the T. A. P. S.; from the 
London and North-Western Railway Company, stating the issuing of 
railway privilege tickets had been discontinued to several large towns, 
and, indeed, that the whole question of anglers’ cheap tickets was 
being reconsidered by the board of directors, of whose decision, as 
soon as arrived at, Mr. Hoole would be apprised without delay. The 
principal items of business done were the voting of £5 5s. to the 
Windsor and Eton Thames Angling Preservation Society ; the voting 
of a reward of £1 1s. to Jas. Gray, and a similar sum between Geo. 
Myers and Alfred Thompson; the electing of Mr. G. S. Copeland to 
be auditor for the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. One or two other 
matters were considered, notably the relations between the repre- 
sentatives of the West Central Association and those of the other 
two associations forming the United London Angling Associations 
Fisheries Society. As, however, the arriving at a definite decision 
was postponed till after the meeting of the Fisheries Society, on the 
30th inst., it would perhaps be unwise to report at length the very 
strongly-expressed views by several gentlemen present, among others, 
by Messrs. Geen, Hoole, Murphy, Beckett, Bonvoisin, Packman, 
Buttery, &c. Upon the roll being called, the following societies 
answered to their names:—Acton and Ealing, Bostonian, City of 
London, Cambridge Friendly, Cobden, Duke of Norfolk, Duke of 
Cornwall, Good Intent, Gresham, Hammersmith United, Hammer- 
smith Club, Knights of Knightsbridge, North-Western, Prince of 
Wales’s, Queen’s, South-Eastern, Waltonians, Westbourne Park, and 
Kingsland Brothers; from the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee, Messrs. Ghurney and’Chambers. A cordial vote of thanks to 
the chairman and vice-chairman concluded the business of the 
evening. 

The address of the secretary of the Cobden Angling Society is 
62, Hazlewood Crescent, Upper Westbourne Park. 

The address of the secretary of the South-Eastern Angling Society 
is 10, Clare Terrace, South Kensington, 

Iam sorry to hear that two angling clubs have been broken up, 
viz., the King’s Cross United and the Trafalgar. 

In spite of the unsettled weather, the reports from the various 
waters are more encouraging. I have heard of several good takes of 
roach and dace, and of some good rudd, from the neighbourhood of 
Shepperton. LIhear that there have been two or three good takes of 
barbel, but they have been ‘‘kept very dark.” 

From my young friend at Maldon, I hear that the fishing has im- 
proved all round, and that some good roach and bream have been 
bagged. As I purpose having a couple of days’ fishing here this 
week, I shall be able to say something further about this water in my 
next Jottings. 

Monday, the 6th prox., being Bank Holiday, the usual monthly 
meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Committee will be 
held the following Monday, viz., 13th. 








A DAY ON THE MOLE. 


“WELL, will youcome P Weare sure to have some good sport, and 
the return fare is only 2s. from Charing Cross, An elderly gentle- 
man gave me the ‘tip,’ and I have gota plan of theroad fromthe 
station to the water ; and if we call at Littleton Farm, E, D. says 
that we shall be right for some of the good things of this world.” 








The above question was asked and statement made by Mr. C. Grant i 
to me in the presence of Madame the ruler of the ‘‘Pixie” household, = 
and I had scarcely replied in the affirmative than Madame began, — 
“Going out again ? You are always out. Youare never at home, 
I must stick at home and never go anywhere. There is Tom—he 
stops away from school and goes down to the caral, and if he falls 
in or the School Board man calls, you do not care. And then there — 
is Jim falling into the water-butt or else the dusthole trying to get at 
these grapes. And Alice, poor thing! is cutting her teeth, that 
makes her so cross that I have to nurse her all day long. No, yo. 
do not care; you can go out. What with your clubs, house warmings. 
and return visits, you are never at home. Now you have been and 
promised to go out on Sunday. Well, if you go, I will go——” At — 
the moment a smash was heard, and the poor little woman altered — 
her tone and exclaimed, as she jumped up, ‘‘ [here is that limb of a 
Jim at those grapes again, and he has fallen into the water-butt! Oh, 
the trials and tke troubles of a mother—I wish I had never been 
onen.% 

I have no doubt that my lady’s complaint was a just one, ania; 
these maternal troubles occur in nearly all working men’s families 
where the income is small andthe rising generation young and nume- 
rous ; I would advise all ‘‘ Brother Bobs” who are thus afflicted not 
to increase the maternal troubles by making arrangements of this 
sort in the presence of the ‘ Queen of the Household,” unless you can 
give hertime and the money to purchase sundry ribbons that she- 
might require for herself or the children. 

Now, as I could not-allow her the one and the R M. in hand was 
not sufficient for the other, I compromised the affair with her by pro- 
mising to take her and the children out some time next month. ‘TJ 
hope it will not rain that day.” 

The next morning I started for Grant’s house, taking with me the 
good wishes of Madame that it would rain ‘‘ cats and dogs” all day. 
But it did not. 

We reach London Bridge in plenty of time to catch the 7.20 from 
Charing Cross, and when the train came up we jumped into a third- 
class carriage, in which were an old gentleman and his son with their 
rods and boxes. The old gentleman was busy working up his white, 
paste. ‘‘I have more time now than when I get to the water, and it 
is no good unless it is well worked up, and it will stick on the hooks 
then; but if it is not, it isa perfect nuisance t) use it,” he remarked to 
C. Grant. The making of the white paste having been finished, the 
ground-bait for the shots was worked up into a similar manner. 
After this was done the tackle was displayed. He had roach lines, 
perch lines, jack lines, paternosters, traces, and floats from the last 
patent one out to the large jack float about the size and shape ofa 
Day and Martin’s blacking bottle, in fact, tackle sufficient to supply an 
ordinary going club. We had now arrived at Reigate, and thus were 
prevented from seeing anything else the old gentlemen had to show. 
We wished him good-day and plenty of sport, and departed on our 
way to find this * new found out” where very few London anglers 
visited. Crossing the railway, the first thing we did was to refresh. 
On entering the bar we discovered five gentlemen, who, 
like ourselves, had just arrived, but were evidently knowa there. 
‘‘Landed,” said Grant to me, and he then called fora pint of ale. 
‘Can you teli me where there is any fishing to be had about here ?” 
inquired Grant. ‘‘ What water do you want, public or private ?” 
responded one of the elders. ‘‘ Public, if we can get it,” replied 
Grant. ‘‘ You see weare strangers down here. We were told that 
some good fishing was to be had about here, so we came down on the 
chance,” continued Grant. Elder No. 1: ‘* Well, there isa piece of 
water about an hour’s walk from here, and as you are the first * 
parties from London that I have seen come down here to fish 
you can come with us—we are going close by the place.” We both 
returned our thanks, and called for another jug, and departed across. 
the line again, down the road, till we came to a red brick built 
publichouse, where we were informed, should we ever come down on 
Saturday night, we should be sure to find good accommodation. 
Facing this house is a road which will lead on to Reigate Common, 
the corner of which is the Black Horse. Here we stopped to fill up 
bottles, as this was the nearest house to the part we were going. 
Crossing the Common, we came to a narrow lane which would have 
delighed a lover of wild flowers, to say nothing of the entomologist or — 
ornithologist. Reaching the bottom of the lane we came to a barn 
on the right, and on the left was a gate, through which we passed a 
short distance, on the right of which was a footbridge, over which 
we crossed, and then we were informed we were on the war path once 
more, We were now left to ourselves to take what swims we pleased 
up to a certain boundary, over which was strictly private we were 
told. C, Grant soon came to a place he liked, and down he sat, and 
goon began to get among the perch. 

I passed higher up the water, and in a short time I was among the 
bream, which ran rather small, but where there are small ones] 
thought there must be Jarge ones, and I stuck toit, and soon had the 
pleasure of hooking one, and shortly after saw part. of my tackle sail- 
ing down the water, and torescue it was a difficulty I did not care 
to venture, so { contented myself by quietly opening my tackle case 
and put on another line, and fished the same spot, but I could only 
getoue now and then. Sometimes a roach, a perch, or a bream— ~ 
nothing of any size, but sufficient to afford good sport. 

Visiting Grant about seven o’clock, I found that he had had 
same kind of sport as myself. We now prepared to pack up and 
meet our friends of the morning, perfectly satisfied with the water 
and the sport we had had, considering that it was the first time we 
had seen the place, and should all go well it will not be the last, 
when I get over Madame’s maternal woes. 


PIXIE. 


Jury 28, 1883] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 367 











ILLEGAL SALMON-FISHING IN THE SEVERN. 
CONVICTION. 

JAMES CARNAGIE and Abraham Williams were charged at the last 
Petty Sessions at Newtown, with using two nets to catch salmon in 
the Severn, contrary to statute. Mr. Taylor appeared on behalf of 
the Severn Board of Conservators and Mr. Woosman for the defend- 
ants. i 

Alfred George said: I am superintendent of the Severn fisheries 
and complainant in this case. I know the Severn at Newtown, and 
have seen salmon there. Cross-examined: The defendant, Carnagie, 
has never applied t6 me for the rules and regulations for fishing in 


' the Severn. 


Police-sergeant Poole said: On the sth inst. I was on duty with 
Police-constable Davies. Whenon the bridge, we heard splashing, and, 
on looking by the wall of Mrs. Pitol’s garden, I saw two men going up 
the river in a boat. -The men then came back and got out. We 
watched till half-past one. We saw a net across the river, opposite 
the Gasworks. It appeared to be fastened on the field side of the 
river. There was another net lower down. ‘The net was in the same 
position till four o’clock. The net by the short bridge was fastened 
to stakes and drawn tightly across. Two men came and looked at 
the net about two o’clock and again at about a quarter to five, when 
they lifted the net and let it down into its former position. The men 
came out of the boat to me. They were the two defendants, vA 

Mr. Woosman said: Carnagie admitted the net belonged to him, 
but denied that there were two nets. 

Four or five witnesses gave evidence for the prosecution, one of 
them swearing that the net was go yards in length. 

The defendants were fined £2 10s. each and costs. A further charge 
of using the nets at night was withdrawn, 

















There is no doubt that much. unlawful use is made of the nets in 
the Upper Severn, and nothing will so soon do away with the evi! as a 
few wholesome convictions. 








PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 
who are interested in the purification and _ preservation of our 


RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the 


NATIVE GUANO CO.’S EXHIBITS 


AT THE 
~ Great International Fisheries 
N ° be e ° 
Exhibition 
Where the operation of purifying Sewage by the A BC@ PROCESS 
is carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


Authorities, Press Notices, and any further information required, may 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of 





THE NATIVE GUANO CO., LIMITED, 
SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS. 








JAMES OGDEN, 
28, WINCHCOMB STREET, CHELTENHAM, 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER, AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 


DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES, 


Which are still being dressed by the same experienced hands as for many years past, and can only be obtained at the old shop 


28, WINCHCOMB STREET, 


JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


BRE EK (2is. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


the leading Anglers of the day. 
eld by the leading Anglers of the (2AMES OGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisu1nc Gazerre of March 18, 18*2, 
All Standard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatched by return of post. 


N.B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 


GREAT EASTERN |GSREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 








FISHING RODS & TACKLE, 


BULMER’S “ GOSSAMER” 
LINES, 


Three yards, 8d. each, 


These are the Jines which have been so often most favour- 
ably spoken of by the Editor of the Fisutnc Gazette (Mr. 
R. B. Marston, who has used them in fly-fishing for trout and 
grayling for the last two or three seasons; also for roach 
fishing, &c. See his notices in the GAzerrs for Dec, 17,1831, 
June 28, 1882, July 1, 1882. 

N.B,—To be had stained to suit the tint of any water. 

Specimeas sent post free, od. 

Crystal, Roach, and Sneck bend Hooks on Gossamer Gut 
to Match Lines, 8d. per doz. Best Gut and Hair Hooks, 6d. 
per dozen. Gut Lines, 3 yards, 4d. and6d. Hair lines, 3 
yards, 3d. and qd. each, Gut 6d. per hank; 100 strips, 12 
inches, 1s. 2d, ; 14 inches, 1s,6d.; Gossamer Gut, 12 inches, 
3s. 6d. ; 14 inches, 4s. 6d. Nottingham Si'k Twist, 10 yards, 
3d. ; stout, 4d, Flies on Fine Gut, 1rd. per dozen ; on Gos-~ 
samer Gut, 1s. 2d per doz. ‘Two fold tackle books, rs, ; 
leather ditto, 1s. 9d. Three fold superior, 2s, 6d. 25 inch 
Brass Winch, ts, od. 

Tackle Books and Winch by post 3d. extra each. 

Bamboo Roach and Bream Kods, 15 feet, rung, brazed, 
winch fittings, 2 tops, pack in three, 6s,; 18 feet, 8s. 6d, ; 
20 feet, 10s, 6d,; Fly Rods, 4 joints, 12 feet, 7s. 6d.; hollow 
butt, 2 tops, 93. 6d, Double jack hooks on gimp, 6 for 8d., 
1s. 3d. per doz. Fine drawn Gut Lines, tapered to Gossamer 
Gut, 8d each, 

Pc. stage extra on all orders. 





DRAWN GUT 


SS ee ee 








RAILWAY. 
On Monday, July 30th, 1888, 





S, EAS DE. 

The SUMMER SERVICE of FAST TRAINS 
is now running to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clac- 
ton-on-Sea, Walton-on-the Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstan- 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 
Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


Sipe Bie CO Oe are Oleg kb ee OUR Set, 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





A SPECIAL TRAIN 


LIVERPOOL STREET STATION 


YARMOUTH 


AE G&D <a. mR. 


Returning from Yarmouth (South Town) at 6.0 p.m. 


the same day. 





FARE FOR THE DOUBLE JOURNEY: 


THIRD E=5 j} - CLASS. 


NO LUGGAGE ALLOWED. 





WICLIAM BIRT, 
General Manager. 


FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
A NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
_ Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
“British Fishes”? from J. KNOWLES, in Div. 14, 
Stall 441, The Promenade. 


[MEROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 
Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
Esse, stables, b rns, &c, EnglishColony. Full particu- 
ars from A. M., care of Editer, Fisy1ng GazgrtE, 12, 


London, July, 1883. 








__ Fetter Lane, E.¢. 


ton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY, 


and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to TUESDAY 
(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are 
issued by all Trains to the above-named stations at 
REDUCED FARES. 


TOURIST TICKETS, 


available up to the 31st December, 1883, are also 
issued from, London (Liverpool Street) to Filey, 
Scarborough, Whitby, and the principal tourist 
stations in Scotland. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYEHOUSE. 
EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by any 
Train from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, Bethnal 
Green, London Fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 2s., 1s. 6d. 
For full particulars see bills. 
WILLIAM BIRT, 
General Manager. 


Coarse Fish for Sale. 


Its departments are :— 
The Sportsman Tourist. 
Sea and River Fishing. 
Game Bag and Gun. 
Yachting and Canoeing. 


London, July, 1883. 


Terms, 





The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at uhe head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of trave], camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 


Natural History. 
Fisheulture. 

The Kennel, 

The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Srream annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 
ost free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
Published by the Foresr anp StreAM PustisHine Company, 37, Park 

Row, New York, U.S. : 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Searte, and Rivinetron, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 


specimen cepies. 








A quantity of Roach, Dace, Pike, and other fish 
to be disposed of during the winter months, Early 
application is requested. 


\ 
E. W. S., Heathlands, Fakenham, Norfolk. > 











ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Pricr’s PAtent CANDLE COMPANY, 

Limited, London, 


if 


















LONDON & COUNTY 
ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
£10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates. Bills dis- 


I] counted. Forms gratis, 


57 & 58, 
CHANCERY LANE 


JoHN Stone, Sec, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practical angler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful deseri- tion, 
also to give information respecting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Rivers and Lochs of Scotland, Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet”? Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 





THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carriage paid fur 6d, 
extra. 

*‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,.’—FisuinG 
GAZETTE, 

x yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., tod., short, and best long 1s, 1cd. per 100. 


H. BOOTH, 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 








International Fisheries Exhibition. 
Stand 490. Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER”) 


4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTTs, 


aving had considerable experience in all kinds of fishing in 

the Nottingham Style. can confidently recommend any 
P article supplied. 

A best quality Nottingham Rou, brazed and winch fitted, 

price 5s. 

A very superior Nottineham Rod, Partition Bag, and Safetv 
Rings, price 6s. 

Chub, Barbel, and Bream Rods, Roach Rods, Pike Rods, 

and Trout Rods, same price. 

Manufactured on the premises. Material and workmanship 
guaranteed. Testimonials from all parts of the kingdom, 
A complete outfit for bottom fishing in the Nottingham 
Style, best quality, price 12s. éd. 

REELS, LINES, FLOATS, and TACKLE, 

1 doz, Bottom Tackles, assorted, x yard long, hocked and 
shotted, price 28. 

Retail dealers liberally treated with. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 








No. 





“Float Fishing and Spinning in the Nottingham Style,” by 
the “Trent Otter,” sent post free to any address jor 23, 
Address as above. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 


EXHIBITION. 
STAND 4638. 
THE NOTIINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


9 and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 
Anbentor and Datentee of the 


Combination Reel, 

Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, 10, or 11 feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition Case, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any action 
and superior finish. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to Ios. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38. 5 33 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. 9d., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, 1s. 2d. ; stouter, rs. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, 1d. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. i 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Nut- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 33 inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, price 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price Iss. 

All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 
free by post. 





ety Perfect 





THE FISHING GAZETTE. 
GREAT FISHERY EXHIBITION, 


LONDON, 1883. = 
NOTICE. 


Messrs. C. & R. BROOKS’ 


Highly Popular, Practical, and ‘‘ Genuine’y-Successful ” 


Mounted Tackle & Baits 


for every kind of Light ard Deep Sea F.shing, can 
be seen at Siand 20, Div. 1. 


Drep-Sea Fisheries. See Official Catalogue. 











Goods of the same patterns, even superior in quality, are 
daily despatched from the 


SOUTH OF ENGLAND: TACKLE 
MANUFACTORY, 


STONEHOUSE, PLYMOUTH. 


TROUT OVA AND FRY. 


Orders bocked at the fo lowing low rates : — 





OVA ‘SALMO FARPKO 3e3...c4cac.. 20s. to 40s. per 1000 
ay y LEVENENSIS............ do. 5, do. re 
a, * FON TINABIS «. .<cscarcce 258. 4) 50S. a3 
PRY SALMO FAIRIO Wee coi ccene Os. 5 Eos, bs 
eA E, i EVENENS IB ,........ 4. Jo. ,, do, ” 
a * FONEENGSIETS ..spaseverses 408. ,, 80s, ” 


YEARLINGS AT PROPORTIONATE RATES. 


Hatching Apparatus, and Fishing Tackle of all 
kinds supplied. 


ADDRESS: 


THOMAS FORD, 


MANOR FISHERY, 
Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


‘“‘ Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 130 d fferent flies with ways of manu- 
facture and seasons of use. 








Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM TOE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERYSHOOK PERFECH. 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
REDD Ie 4Ers 








Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 











GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai’ during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may ca!l. One weck, £33 two weeks, 
45 3 or six separate days, £3 10s, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London ard the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c, 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d, and 1s., at W. H 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map-and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs, CHATTO and WINDUs, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope Sireet, Glasgow, 


DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


EVONSHIRE FLIES (GOOD in ANY 
STREAM), Is. 6d. per dozen. Flies made 
to pattern. A large stock of Rods and Tackle of all 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 
Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 
requisite. Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 
Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. Ticket depot for the 
Tiverton Fishing Association. 
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STRAWSON'S WATERPROOF, 3} 
NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the : 
RIVERS OR MOORS without having / 


his Boots dressed with it. 


~ 












































POPEDE PO POS PCOCOP POOP FOCORVOOD: 


To Punters, and for Snipe and Wild Dueck Shocting on ce) 
ne. margin of Lakes, and in Fenny Country, it is indispen - |(>} 
sible. 
5 Fishermen and Sailors will find it the best compositlon 
for dressing Sea Boots, Sea water belng very injurious to 
leather, as when once thoroughly wet with it, they are a 
long time in drytng ; this can be prevented by the free use 
icp] of the Composition, ‘ 
Ge) Soldiers on the March, {n Camp, or in Trenches, should 
freely use it in all weathers, as even in hot dry weather 
it preserves the leather from the action of the sun and 
keeps the feet cool. 

Does not preyent the polish of good Blacking. Invyalu- 
able in preserving the softness and improving the appear- 
ance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as well as Gentlemen's, as it 
cannot injure the most delicate Leather, and 4s the best 
dressing for Harness, 


One of the best preparations for Boots, Shoes, Harness. 

&e., which has come under our notice lately is a dressing 

o> prepared by STRAWSON & Co., of Exeter. By its use the 
durability of leather of all kinds 1s greatly increased. It 
is WATERPROOF, and completely resists damp from rain, 
snow. and wet grass. It has peculiar softening properties 
which render St invaluable for sportsmen. A better snow 
and wet ressster we have never met with.”’ Land and Water. 


POD 


COOOEE 








Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
Ironmongers, & others, 
in Tins, price 2d., 4d., 8d., 1s., 2s., 5S., & TOs. each, 
Ask your Boot Maker or Saddier to procure it for you, or 
send Stamps for the price of a Tin to the Proprietor, who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address, 
(2) Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— 


JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lanr, LEEDS. 


Manager: 10. Streneson, Vite of Fiecter we) 


DODO PPP II PIEPER EP EY 


POOP POOPED 


PPP 











No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain, 


_. STEPHENS? | 
STAINS FOR WOOD 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 

IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 
EBONY. j 

Economical, extremely durable; thesProcess Cheap, Expe- 

Gitious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 

wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, rhiladelphia and Syduey, Gold Medal, : 

Adelaide, 1881. 


Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by post ( 
vn applicatien to i 


- HENRY C. STEPHENS, 
191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 


i 
BI 
RoxaG AQUARIUM.--This Day.— 

Two Great VARIETY SHOWS, at 3 and 8. Stokes 


on Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 2. 
o’clock } 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — SPECIAL 
GRAND HOLIDAY PROGRAMME, again the — 
largest, for BANK HOLIDAY, August 6, Fifiy Artistes. — 


Rez AQUARIUM.—The Bonitas, 
Adele and Elise ; the Chiesi family ; the Shoepfers 3 
Segomer ; Vallo’ Artelle, and Lalo, Georgia Coloured a 











eae Poluski; San Martino Rossi, and other artistes 
aily. 





OYAL AQUARIUM -—See Raflin’s- 
Wonderful PERFORMING PIG and MONKEY, , 








RovaL AQUARIUM.—This Day.—* 


Open from 12 until 11.3, Admissiyn, until 6 o'clock, — 











Is,; 28. afterwards, Lit by Hlectricity. x 
Ca 
OYAL AQUARIUM. — .LIVES 


WHALES,—The Manager begs to annonce that he 
has received a telegram from Mr, Farini’s agent in America, — 
stating that he has shipped SIX LIVE WHALES for the — 
ROYAL AQUARIUM, expected in ten days. § 
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FISHING!! MAGIC 


YE MAGICK 
BAITE. 


A pailful of any kind 
of float fish taken in a 
perfectly legal manner 
by this Bait. Bait and 
instructions free, rs. 6d. 


J. GOOLY, Belchamp, 
Sudbury, Suffolk, 
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DRESSINGS OF SOME oe lendaes TROUT AND GRAYLING 
FLIES. 


THE ORANGE DUN. Ronald’s pattern.—Body: Orange silk, and 
the fly to be dressed with thesame. Tail: Two fibres of a starling’s 
feather. Legs: A dark dun hackle. Wings: The dark part ofa 
starling’s quillfeather. This fly should be made small and fine. 

THE ORANGE DUN. Shipley’s dressing.—Body: Orange-coloured 
silk, Legs: A blue dun hackle. Wings: A fieldfare’s wing 
feather. 

THE MARLOW Buzz (also calledhazel fly, coch-y-bondhu, shorn 
fly, bracken clock, fernwebb, &c.) Ronald's dressing.—Body : Black 
ostrich herl twisted with peacock’s herl, and made with red silk 
thread. Wings and legs are made buzz with a dark furnace cock’s 
hackle. To make it with wings at rest the darkest. part of the starl- 
ing 2 wing and a red cock’s hackle may be wound upon the above 
body. 

THE CocH-y-BONDHU. Francis’s dressing.—The ordinary way to 
dress it is to make a fat body of dark copper-coloured peacock’s herl, 
mixed equally with black ostrich. Itis customary to dress it buzz, 
as to the wings and legs, with a dark red hackle, with a black streak 
. up the centfe. 

THE CocH-yY-BONDHU. Foster’s dressing.—Body: Peacock herl, 
hackle with bright furnace feather, 

THE RED TAG is formed by the simple addition of a red tag or 
tuft of wool or feather at the tail. 

This RED TAG is a deadly fly for both trout and grayling—espe- 
cially for the latter. 

THE DARK MACKEREL. Ronald’s dressing.—Body: Dark mul- 
berry floss silk, ribbed with gold twist. Tail: Three rabbit’s whiskers. 
Wings: From a brown mottled feather of the mallard which hangs 
from the back over a part of the wing. Legs: A purple.dyed hackle 
appearing black when looked down upon, but ofa dark tortoiseshell 
hue when held between the eye and the light, 


PALE EVENING DUN. Ronald’s pattern.—Body: Yellow martin’s 
fur spun on pale fawn-coloured silk thread. Wings: From a very 
fine-grained feather of the starling’s wing stained a rather light 
yellow. Legs: Pale dun hackle. 

PALE EVENING DUN. Francis’s dressing.—Body: A dirty, 
yellowish buff, ribbed with light lemon silk, hackle honey dun. Tail 
Two whisks ofthe same. Wings: Light starling lightly dipped in 
onion dye. 

PALE EVENING DuN.—Body to be formed of pale blue silk. 
Legs: A pale dun hackle. Wings: From a starling’s short quill 
feather. 

THE ReD ANT AND BLACK ANT. Ronald’s dressing.—Body: 
Peacock’s herl tied with red brown silk. Wings: From a feather of 
a light part of a starling’s wing. Legs: A red cock’s hackle. The 
black ant is made of peacock’s herl and black ostrich mixed for the 
body. Wings: From the darkest part of the starling’s wing, and legs 
a black cock’s hackle. 

THE RED ANT AND BLACK ANT. Francis’s dressings.—The Red 
Ant: The body of peacock herl, left az nature/ as regards the lower 
or tail half, and tied in at the waist with copper-coloured silk, The 
legs: A red cock’s nackle, and wings of the light part of a starling’s 
feather. The Black Ant should be tied similarly, save that the body 
should be composed of black ostrich and peacock herl mixed, and 
tied in at the waist with black silk. Legs: Black cock’s hackle, and 
wings of the darker portion of a starling’s feather. 

THE RED ANT AND BLACK ANT. Foster’s dressing.—To be tied 

with orange-coloured silk, which may be shown at the tail. Body: 
Copper-coloured peacock’s herl. Legs: A red cock’s hackle. Wings: 
From a redwing’s feather. Black Ant to be tied or dressed with pale 
dull fawn-coloured silk, which may be shown at the tail. Body: 
Black rabbit’s fur, well mixed with copper-coloured mohair. Legs: 
A dark furnace hackle. 
. THe RED ANT AND BLACK ANT. Theakston’s dressing.—The 
shoulders and body are usually formed with a small strand of peacock’s 
feather, with small red or amber silk, with a few fibres of red-brown 
mohair wrought in the breast, for legs. Wings: Slips from the light 
brown web of a feather in the snipe or starling’s wing. The Black 
Ant—Wings: A silvery grizzle cock’s hackle. Dark blood red or 
black silk, well waxed, for body, &c.; with a few fibres of dark red 
mohair at the breast for legs. 

THE LITTLE ORANGE FLY. Ogden’s pattern.—This fly is a great 
favourite of mine, and numbers of heavy baskets of trout and grayling 
have I made with my imitation dressed as follows. Body: Made 
with deep-coloured orange floss silk. The legs are put on flat, and 
should be taken from the water rail wing or hen blackbird wing. 
Legs: A dark furnace hackle. 

THE AUGUST DUN. Ronald’s pattern. Body: Brown floss silk 
ribbed with yellow silk thread. Tail: Two rabbit’s whiskers. 
Wings: Feather of a brown hen’s wing. Legs: Plain red hackle 
stained brown. It is made buzz, hackle-fashion or spider fashion, 
with a grouse feather wound upon the above body. 

THE CINNAMON FLy. Ronald’s dressing.—Body: Fawn-coloured 
floss silk, tied on with silk thread of same colour. Wings: Feather 
of a yellow-brown hen’s wing, rather darker than the landrail’s wing 
feather. Legs: A ginger hackle. It is dressed buzz with a red 
hackle from the grouse, or a red hackle stained brown with copperas, 
and tied on the same body. 

THE WHIRLING FLy. Ronald’s dressing.—Body: Squirrel’s red- 
brown fur, mixed with yellow mohair, and tied with yellow silk, well 
waxed, Tail: Two strands of ginger hackle. Wings: Darkish 
starling. Legs: Ginger hackle. ‘‘ Ephemera” substitutes water-rat 
fur for the body, and dun hackle for the tail and legs. In Hampshire 
(says Mr. Francis) the body is made of the dirty-blue feather of the 
heron’s hackle or wing used as a herl, or some other feather of that 
hue, and warped with yellowsilk. Legs: Dun hackle, with a grizzled 
dark brown tinge, or, if this cannot be got, a brown-red. Tail: The 
same, with darkish starling for wings. 

THE LITTLE PALE BLUE DUN (called by some anglers the Willow 
Fly), Ronald’s pattern.—Body: Very pale blue fur, mixed with a 
very yellow mohair. Wings: Feather from the sea swallow, Legs: 
The palest blue hackle to be had. To make it buzz-fashion, a sea 
swallow’s feather only may be wound upon the same body. 

THE WILLOW or WITHY FLy. Ronald’s pattern.—Body: Mole’s 
fur (a very little) spun upon yellow silk. Wings and legs: A dark 
hen’s hackle, with the edges strongly tinged a copper colour, some- 
times called a golden dun feather or a yellow dun. Made as above, 
with the addition of wings from the dark part of a starling’s feather, 
is a good killer in the Derwent until November. 

THE RED PALMER. Ronald’s dressing.—Peacock herl, with a 
red cock’s hackle wrapped over it with light brown or red silk. It 
may be varied by a ruby-stained hackle. 

THE BROWN PALMER. Ronald's dressing.—Mulberry-coloured 
worsted, spun on brown silk, and a brown cock’s hackle spun over the 
whole, It may be varied by making the body of ostrich herl, of a 
drab colour, and winding a grizzled hackle over. 

THE BLACK AND RED PALMER. Ronald’s dressing.—Black 
ostrich herl, rubbed with gold twist, and a red cock’s hackle wrapped 
over it. The feather at the shoulder should be a large furnace hackle 
from the rump of a game cock, and the ostrich herl should be 
wound thickest there. The gold twist should be clearly shown at 
the tail. 

THE QUILLED GNATS.—The following description of these most 
deadly flies is by Mr. Francis. ‘‘ Body: A strip of the quill from a 
starling’s feather, neatly rolled on. Legs: Dark blue dun cock’s 
hackle—some prefer red -hackle. Wings: Bright starling’s wing. 
Pull the tail off, and the fly will pass muster for many other small 
flies, which it somewhat resembles, throughout the season,” 
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A GUIDE FOR ANGLERS IN NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK. 


ANCLERS fond of good coarse fishing cannot do better than spend 
their holidays at either Lowestoft, Yarmouth, Cromer, or Norwich ; 
the abundance of bream, roach, perch, and pike in the Norfolk and 
Suffolk rivers and broads is without doubt unequalled throughout the 
kingdom, while the places above named are easily accessible from all 
parts, the Great Eastern Railway running cheap trains for various 
periods at fares which, if the splendid sport to be obtained were 
better known, would command a larger influx of visitors who desired 
to combine seaside pleasures with angling. In addition to cheap 
fares and convenient and fast trains, the accommodation at various 
fishing stations hereafter mentioned is both excellent and inex- 
ensive. 
3 Without entering into particulars of the many objects of interest 
both at, and within easy reach of, Lowestoft, Yarmouth, Cromer, and 
Norwich, I will endeavour to give a few practical suggestions for the 
gui ance of intending visitors to either places whose desire it may be 
to seek some freshwater fishing,* and dealing with each in the order 
named, commence with— 
LOWESTOFT. 


Anglers staying at Lowestoft are within about two miles of Oulton 
Broad (Oulton Broad Station on the Norwich and Lowestoft line), and 
they must not fail to visit this splendid broad, where the fishing is 
free and the accommodation of the best possible order. Host Mason, 
of the Wherry Hotel (which is pleasantly situate, overlooking the 
broad, and has, in addition to commodious premises, splendid bowl- 
ing green and pretty and well-kept gardens), will afford every in- 
formation, supply boats at 2s. per day, loans tackle, provides ground- 
bait, livebait, &c., on very reasonable terms. There is also another 
resort called The Commodore, where visitors can be accommodated 
and boats hired on the broad, and for those preferring privacy apart- 
ments are to be had in thevillage. The Waveney, with its splendid 
bream-fishing, is easi'y reached from Oulton Broad by rowing through 
Oulton Dyke, and, as arule, will repay the extra trouble of a long 
row. 

Somerleyton is the next station, distant about six miles, and is 
celebrated for the large bream taken, some running 63 lb. have been 
captured here, The difficuity is a boat, but the landlord of the Duke’s 
Head may be able to procure one. 

Fritton Decoy (one mile from Haddiscve Station on the Norwich 
and Lowestoft line, and about the same distance from St. Olave’s 
Station on the Yarmouth and Lowestoft direct line) next claims 
attention. This famous and charming spot should not be missed by 
the angler who is also a lover of Nature; it is an inland piece of 
water, deep and abounding with fish, especially bream flats, perch, 
and pike. Boats can be hired at Fritton Old Hall, where teetotal 
accommodation can be obtained, so it will be better for those who 
wish for something stronger than Bohea to take it with them. 

Reedham, onthe Yare, comes next, and is chiefly celebrated for the 
large catches of bream of immense size, but they have not been so 
numerous lately (the prohibition of drag netting will no doubt soon 
restore these waters). Those visiting this spot will require a ledger, 
as the current is very swift and the water deep and often salt. Good 
perch are sometimes to be had. 

The Ferry Inn is conveniently placed, though some distance from 
Reedham Station. I should advise anglers to come up stream as far 
as Limpenhoe Reach and Hardley Dyke. 

Cantley is the next station, and the remarks as regards Reedham 
fishing apply to this place, fishing down stream for bream, but for 
roach, which are both numerous and large, come up stream to 
Langley Dyke, or even a mile higher. Host Goldspink, of the Red 
House (which is close to the station and by the river side), will afford 
every information and supply good accommodation. The boats here 
are the best for the purpose of any on the stream, and the charge, I 
believe, Is, 6d. per day. 

Buckenham Ferry (about a mile from Buckenham Station) and 
Coldham Hall (about a mile from Brundall Station) are the best 
quaiters for roach fishermen. At the latter station the fishing, boating, 
and yachting premises of Messrs. Flowers and Co. are adjacent, and 
afford easy means of obtaining a boat, and additional accommodation 
is being added to the house for the comfort of visitors staying here ; 
at present there is only an ‘outdoor licence.’? Host Garrett, of 
Buckenham Ferry, will give good attention to anglers, and boats are 
plentiful, and sport of best order among roach of large size ; bream 
are often taken here at the flood, also good pike inthe season. At 
Coldham Hall, Host Brown will afford visitors good accommodation, 
and the roach-fishing is excellent. 


YARMOUTH. 


Visitors staying at Yarmouth will find Reedham, Cantley, Bucken- 
ham and Brundall on the Yare very convenient stations for angling, 
For particulars respecting each place, see Lowestoft. 

Acle (since the Great Eastern Railway has now opened a new line 
from Yarmouth to Norwich véa Acle)now promises to become a 
favourite resort for anglers from both ends of the line. Sport here is 
excellent. Very recently a perch of 5}1b. weight was captured here 
bya working man from Norwich; bream and roach are plentiful and 
of good size. Thurne Mouth, so famous for pike and perch, can 
easily be reached from here. Host Rose, at the Bridge, provides 
boats, groundbait, &c. The station is unfortunately situated 14 miles 
from the water, so those intending to try these waters had better 
bring as little luggage as possible, unless they write to Rose, Acle 
Bridge, to meet them. 

On the Eastern and Midland Railway from Beach Station(near the 





* Those at Lowestoft can be supplied with the necessary tackle by Mr. H. 
Brand, 3, Bridge Terrace, Lowestoft. 


Aquarium) the fishing stations are as follows :—Ormesby, Filby, and 
Rollesby Broads are situated together, about 6 miles from Yarmouth, 
and visitors should go to Ormesby Station, which is 1} to 2 miles 
from the water, but conveyances meet trains during the summer 
months. Boats can be had at the Eel’s Foot and the Sportsman’s 
Arms. The fishing is free, and sport is always sure to be good— 
bream, rudd, roach, pike, &c. These are first-rate waters for 
angling, and the accommodation at the Eel’s Foot is good. Boats 
about 3s. per day. 

Somerton Broad and River Thurne (Martham Station, about t mile 
from the river). The King’s Arms affords good accommodation for 
visitors, and private apartments can be had in the village. Sport is 
good of all kinds. 

The Thutne and Thurne Mouth (Potter Heigham Station, about 
¢ mile from the water) is one of the best possible places for perch and 
jack. Host Lawes, at the Waterman’s Arms, provides boats and 
affords good quarters for anglers. 

Boats can also be obtained of Applegate’s, just close to the bridge. 
Kendal, or Candler’s, Dyke is famous here as a fishing spot, and it 
leads into Heigham Sounds. This channel is noted for the number 
of pike caught there. 

Hickling Broad and Horsey Mere are situated about 3 miles’ row 
from Potter Heigham Bridge or Martham Staithe, and are well worth 
a visit. 

Barton Broad (Statham Station, about 15 miles from Yarmouth) 
affords good bottom fishing, and good quarters at the Maid’s Head, 
Statham, kept by Host Grapes. Boats are plentiful at Statham 
Staithe, which is close to both station and the Maid’s Head. 


CROMER. 


Coltishall (station on the Norwich and Cromer line).—The King’s 
Head, kept by Host Hewitt, is situated about 14 miles from either 
Coltishall or Wroxham Station; and good boats can be obfained and 
also good sport, with very fair accommodation. 

Wroxham (Station).—This is very famous for angling, especially 
the Broad, which is justly termed ‘‘the Queen of Norfolk Broads.” 
Any number of fish can usually be caught on this stream. The rudd 
are of good size and afford first-rate sport. Jack also are very . 
numerous; so are bream flats and small roach. Visitors here will 
find Host Jimpson’s Hoveton King’s Head (close to the station) the 
principal hotel, and he has good premises, adapted for accommodat- 
ing parties of anglers, supplies good boats, &c., on very reasonable 
terms., The Horseshoes also provides good quarters for sportsmen, 
and are very reasonable ; a cottage belonging to the landlord adjoins 
and is handy for those preferring private apartments. 

Horning Ferry Hotel (Wroxham Station), is kept by a thorough 
sportsman (Host Thompson), and it certainly is the most charming of 
riverside inns in Norfolk ; the catering and attention is of the highest 
order, and sport is at all times to be had here, either more or less. 
Visitors wishing for a few days’ seclusion cannot surpass this pretty 
spot. They must send notice to Thompson, and he will meet them, 
as it is situate nearly 4 miles from Wroxham Station. 

Ranworth and St. Benet’s Abbey (Wroxham Station),—Those stay- 
ing at Horning will be well rewarded by rowing down to the above- 
named places, as the water is deeper, and large bream are caught 
in good numbers; also roach and pike. Perch are to be had all 
along these waters by paternosting with live minnow. 


NORWICH. 


Visitors to Norwich can, by reason of the facilities offered by the 
Great Eastern Railway, avail themselves of aJmost all the fishing 
waters in both counties. 

On the Bure they can fish at Coltishall, Wroxham, Horning Ferry, 
Ranworth, South Walsham, Thurne Mouth, and Acle; and by sub- 
scribing 5s. to the Yare Preservation Society return tickets at single 
fares are issued to the holders of the society’s cards to most of the 
fishing stations. Mr. C. J. Greene, London Street, Norwich, is hon. 
secretary to the society, and he will be happy to supply both tackle 
and information to anyone visiting these parts. 

On the Yare and Waveney, Brundall, Buckenham, Cantley, Reed- 
ham, Haddiscoe (for Fritton Decoy), Somerleyton and Oulton Broad, 
are easily comeatable, and at each and all sport may be said to be 
unequalled in any other county, 

In fishing the Bure, small floats that will only require a few shot 
should be used, with the finest tackle possible ; while oa the Yare, the 
fine tackle should have a large float, or rather a long one, as the 
water is swift and deep, and it requires a heavy weight so as to reach 
the bottom quickly. Baits for roach are boiled wheat, gentles, white 
and red paste; for bream and perch, lob and brandling worms. 
Ground baits should be made up into balls as large as a cricket ball, 
and composed of barley meal, boiled_wheat and rice, bread, &c., 
mixed with clay; and if fishing for bream, chopped lob worms should 
be added. A long rod is required for the Yare, while a short one will 
do well for the Bure. 

I hope the foregoing may be useful to. some anglers, and that they 
may have excellent sport and an enjoyable holiday. 

ROBERT MOLL, 
Hon. Sec. Norwich Angling Club. 





WIMBLEDON PARK LAKE.—Mr Page and several friends visited this water 
on the 2gth ult. ; they managed to find a few bream in spite of the sharp puffs 
of wind that came across now and then Jack-fishing commences here about 
the middle of August, and this year it is purposed to start on the 12th, on 
which occasion the keeper will give a guines rod for the largest and heaviest 
fish (jack, carp, bream, or perch). Jack-fishing can be had here at Is. 6d. per 
day for two rods, and bottom-fishing with two rods at Is. per day. The rod 
competition is open to all comers. 
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FISHING IN THE LAKES OF KILLARNEY. 


1h Lakes of Killarney are three in number—the Upper, the 
Middle, and the Lower Lake. They lie on the confines of 
a chain of lofty mountains, close to the range which forms the 
most elevated part of Ireland. \ 
“Beautiful Killarney, adieu! thy charms must no longer enthral 
me; yet where in nature shall I see a face like thine? Glorious 
are thy mountains, pellucid thy lakes, set with their fairy islets, 
draped in many colours, each one a marvel and a mystery.” 
Thus enthusiastically does Dr. Peard, in his ‘Year of Liberty,” 
write of the Lakes of Killarney, and then he pours out his soul in 
maledictions on the poaching the waters are subjected to by the 
natives. And truly these lakes would afford superb sport to the 
angler were it not for the wretched cross line fishing, and otter | 
fishing, and other poaching methods still only too common in the | 
district. A short description of the “ otter’? and how it is used | 
may be interesting. The “otter” itself is simply a piece of inch 
board about 2 feet long by 1 broad. The lower side is weighted 
with lead, and forms a sort of keel, so that when placed in the | 
water the board floats in a perpendicular position, with only its 
nose and an inch or two of the top out of water. A long line, to 
which some dozens of large trout and small salmon flies are 
attached at intervals, is fastened ts the board a little in front of | 





its centre. The otter is then slipped overboard from the boat, 
and begins to work 
away from it ina line 


| at market price. 


way up, orange at shoulder; wing, brown turkey; blue macaw 
ribs. No. 3. Tag, ruby silk; taii, mallard and tippet; butt, black 
ostrich ; body, pale olive green floss; gold tinsel ; hackle, medium 
blue, brown-olive at shoulder; wing, mixed brown turkey, argus, 
and gold pheasant tail; head, blue ostrich. The bodies are 
sparsely dressed—hooks No. 6, 7, and 8. A boat is necessary for 
fishing the lakes; the usual charge is 7s. 6d. per day. There are 
several good hotels in the neighbourhood, and, in addition to its 
fishing attractions, the angler tourist will not easily find a more 
charming district than that of Killarney in which to spend a few 
days. R. B. Marston. 








FISHING IN THE NORTH-WEST OF IRELAND. 


G)Ne of the best headquarters for the angler in the north-west 

of Ireland is the pleasant little town of Ballina on the river 
Moy, perhaps the most prolific salmon stream in the country. 
The Moy is one of the few rivers where an angler can fish for 
salmon without charge,—of course it is necessary to take ous a 
licence, which costs twenty shillings. The fishery near the town 
belongs to a company who generously grant free tickets for 
fishing, but who expect all fish taken to be given up or paid for 
At any rate, you get fine sport, and may count 
on having at least 
one fish returned to 





parallel with the 
course of the boat, 
and so carries the 
line out over the 
water. The flies, with 
their foot-lengths of 
gut, dangle over the 
water, and it is simply 
wonderful how fish, 
bothsalmonand trout, 
_will take these flies ; 


aes 






\\ \ \ \ AOA ROY 
AAS 
NUS A 
wok ~ 


| you gratis after a 
successful day. The 
summer-fishing will 

' continue for another 

/ month or so. Great 

| numbers of fisn are 

| now being taken by 
anglers = at Ballina, 
and I know of no 
place where a better 
chance of sport is to 


Pech 


often when the be had. There is 
angler’s carefully capital accommoda- 

orked single fly is i in th t 
sales The “otter” ie Moy Pare tas 
is most deadly when perial hotels; the 
there isa good ripple three brothers, Frank, 
-on the water. Of Jim, and Mike 
course, an immense Hearns, are _ first- 
amount of water is | rate anglers, and 


covered by the flies 
stretched out in a | 
line extending 50 or 
60 yards from the 
boat. The splashing 
of the fish indicates 
when it is on, and | 
when the fisherman 
thinks he has enough 
on, which may mean | 
from three to a dozen 











the fishing itself is 
extremely easy. It 
is no uncommon 
thing to see half a 
dozen boats out be- 
tween the weirs and 
the quays, each hold- 
ing an angler “ en- 
gaged” witha salmon, 
and as many as a 





S'ORPER 2 


or more of trout, ac- 
cording to the day, 
or an occasional 
salmon, he commences to haul in the line, coiling it care- 
fully into a shallow box, and takes off the fish that may be 
caught. But in spite of this and similar poaching methods, and 
the net fishing, tue lakes and their tributaries at times afford fine 
sport to the angler. The river Flesk, which flows into the highest 
of the lakes, yields capital sport when full after rain, as the fish 
then run into it out of the lakes; but in dry weather it is hardly 
worth fishing. Angling on the lakes and on the Flesk is open 
both for trout and salmon, the best casts for salmon being on and 
near the shore beyond Ross Castle, and at Bircheen Bridge and 
Prince of Wales’s Island. The best trouting-ground is on and 
near the Long Reach, and at the back of Dinis Island. Eels, 
perch, and fiounders abound in the lakes. Good brown trout- 
fishing is to be had in Loch Guttane, five miles distant, preserved 
by Lord Castleross and Colonel Herbert. Tim McCarthy will 
be found a reliable fisherman for the Killarney waters, as he knows 
them well. The local salmon flies for these lakes are dressed on 


| splendid fish 





hooks a size larger than those used elsewhere. The following 
dressings, given by Mr. Francis Francis, who, I regret to say, is 
now seriously ill, will be found as kiliing as any the angler can 
take with him:—No. 1. Tag, silver tinsel ; tail, tippet and a king- 
fisher feather: butt, black ostrich; body, darkish medium blue 
floss; hackle, blue jay all the way up, orange at shoulder; wing, 
brown turkey ; blue macaw ribs. No. 2. Tag, silver twist; tail, a 
topping and bit of mallard and kingfisher feather; butt, red 
wool; body, darkish medium blue floss; hackle, blue jay all the 


thousand fish have 
been taken at one 
haul of the net» here ; 
Ine fact mee tOnSimr ot 
English markets from 


FISHING, 


ates sent. toms the 
Ballina. 

The company’s fishery extends a mile or so above the town, 
and the stream is then preserved by the local landowners, who 
frequently grant day tickets to visitors, and any fish you may 
catch on these preserves are your own. At Foxford, about ten 
miles up the stream, the Midland and Great Western Railway of 
Ireland have the right of issuing tickets for a capital stretch of 
the river. These tickets may be had gratis on application to Mr. 
Ward, the manager of the line, at Broadstone Station, Dublin. 

At Foxford the Moy is joined by a stream which flows out of 
Lough Cullen and Lough Conn. It is, in fact, the overflow 
water from the Deel River and other smaller streams which empty 
themselves into these loughs. Salmon, in very large quantities, 
run from the Moy into the loughs, and often afford splendid sport 
from the end of June to the end of October. There are a few 
char and gillaroo trout, and quantities of fine brown trout which 
run from 2 to 5 |b. in weight. Perch and pike also abound inthe 
loughs ; the latter are, fortunately, decreasing in numbers, which 
may be attributed tc the fact that the natives catch great quantities 
of them with stake nets in the spawning season. The fishermen 
on Lough Conn are the Clarkes of Court Cloughans, a little 
hamlet on the verge of the lake. I was out on two or three 
oceasions last March with Clarke, jun., a most civil and obliging 
man, who knows every inch of the fishing, and who, I am quite 
sure, will give perfect satisfaction. to any angler who entrusts 
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himself to his care. The scenery on and around the loughs is 
very fine. Mount Nephin and her sisters, the outlying spurs of 
the Connemara mountains, rise from the eastern shores of Lough 
Conn. To the west in the distance are the Ox Mountains: these, 
and the diversified outline of the lake itself, with its rocky pro- 
montories, inlets, bays, and wooded islands, form together a most 
lovely scene. ; 

In consequence of the size of the lake—ten miles long and 
two in width at its narrowest part—a boat is necessary to fish the 
best places properly, though there are certain spots which the 
salmon frequent that may be fished from the shore. One well- 
known place is called Wilson’s Rock, from the fact that a gentle- 
man of that name once took seventeen salmon with the fly with- 
out moving from this rock. It happens’to be directly in the 
course the salmon take on their way through the lake to the 
spawning beds in the tributaries. I was fishing for trout from a 
boat with Clarke near this spot one bitterly cold day, when I rose 
and hooked a salmon of about 10 or 12 1b. My cast of the finest 
drawn gut, and my light 10-foot trout rod, were hardly the things 
with which to tame a fresh-run salmon; in fact, all the pressure 
I dared put on seemed only to amuse him, and for ten minutes he 
simply kept swimming gently near the top—about twenty yards 
from the boat, in a stubborn sort of way—refusing to make a run. 
My only chance was in his tiring himself out in a series of runs. 
This he did not choose to do, but, instead, commenced a series 
of double knocks, which scon culminated in one too strong for 
my slight tackle in such a gale as was blowing, and so we 
parted company. 

Clarke’s place is only about six or seven miles’ drive from 
Ballina, and, in spite of the wretched weather, we drove out 
several times, as Mr. Rourke, of the Moy, was most anxious to 
show us all he could of the fishing. On one of these occasions 
we had to take shelter in Mr. Clarke, senior’s, house from a 
violent storm; and, half-starved with cold, tke shelter, and 
abundant and most excellent tea, cake, eggs, &c., which Mrs. 
Clarke insisted on our taking free of charge, were most welcome. 
In fact, we experienced the greatest kindness from everyone we 
met with in Ireland, from the gentry down to the poorest beggars 
in Ballina, who showered their blessings on us in the most lavish 
manner. 

The beggars of Ballina are, indeed, an institution ; they seem 
to spring from the earth. You will one instant see no human 
being near you, and the next the familiar ‘“‘ plaize yer honour” is 
sounding in your ear. Or else it is, ‘Will yer honour help a 
poor man to go to Amerikee?” I helped one man to go three 
times, but he never got further than the next potheen shop. 
Another wants a ‘‘ thrifle” to enable him to get ameal for himself 
and wife ‘‘and fourteen children’! 

I forgot to mention that the salmon and trout in the loughs 
take the phantom well, and that the pike are veritable monsters. 
Clarke told me he found one of about 50 lb. once, stranded on 
the shore and nearly dead. On cutting it open a little fox terrier 
dog jumped out, and went barking away, It appears the pike had 
swallowed the dog, and the latter, in its endeavours to scratch 
and bite its way out, had got hold of something vital, and thus 
put an end to its captor. 

English anglers need be under no apprehensions whatever in 
visiting Ireland; more warm-hearted, honest, and truthful people 
than the Irish it would be difficult to find. R. B. Marston. 





(See acma  en s Et 





INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 





A MiLtion Visitors ALREADY. 


pak total number of visitors to the Exhibition reached one 

million during the course of Tuesday, the 31st of July— 
that is to say, within sixty-eight days of the opening on Whit 
Monday. This gives an average of about 14,700 visitors per 
diem. The two largest days were Whit Monday and Tuesday 
with 42,941 and 29,446 respectively. The third on the list is last 
Saturday, with 26,351. 


SS 


MR. FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


T is with great pleasure we hear that Mr. Francis is improving 
_ Satisfactorily—indeed, ‘‘much more rapidly than the doctors 
anticipated.” 
——— 





Gronce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-B i fully invi 
. 1 ~Bath, Derbyshire, res fui y 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the pease een Ne Uae ial 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 
ee eon ap ee) ot eed day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices 5 
in les, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; ot Flies z ders panciaal 
shendh Ae: Dozen; Dropper ‘ lies,es. per Dozen: Orders pancruchly 





PIKE AND SAND-MARTINS. 3 


HE curious incident depicted on page 379 represents 
a scene from real life, and the following description is by 
Mr. H. Band, who witnessed it :— e 
Mr. B. was fishing in the Mulde, near Castle Zschepplin. He. 
says:—‘‘ A few paces below me I noticed three young sand- 
martins perched on a bough which overhung the water. They. 
could hardly fly, and the old ones were fluttering about them. 
My float lay motionless on the surface. Suddenly there was a 
tremendous splash in the water directly under the withie bough, 
which swung up and down. One bird was still on the bough, and 
another, after fluttering about a little, again settled down on it. 
I looked on in amazement: the waves, caused by the splash, spread 
over the river, the surface became smooth and still again, but one 
bird was missing. 
A bite at my line recalled my attention to fishing; but pre- 
sently there was another splash under the bough, which swayed 
about again—the second bird was missing, and now only one 
remained, balancing itself with difficulty on the swinging branch, 
That the thief was a pike was quite evident. I stuck my rod- 
butt into the soft bank, and quietly approached the spot, soon 
finding a convenient place from which to reconnoitre. Steadily 
I watched for along time. The final dash of the pike occurred 
so violently, so suddenly—and this time from the side where I 
had been sitting—that I could only get an instant’s view of what 
had happened. The third sand-martin was gone. The swaying 
bough grew still again, and all was over.” 








ROACH-FISHING IN STILL AND RUNNING WATERS. 


By CREEL. 

| Boas there are not two phases of angling which differ so 

widely as those necessary to be practised to ensure success 
in ponds and streams. Not only do the habits of the fish differ 
in these habitats in regard to their mode of feeding, but 
the baits they affect: For instance, worms which in lively streams 
are so eagerly taken by roach seldom attract the fish of this kind 
in still pools, paste and gentles being the most tempting morsels 
in lakes and ponds. We are aware that this is not the opinion 
of many accredited anglers, but it is our own, determined 
by years of experience. Unless the presence of large-carp or 
tench is suspected, the rod for pond-fishing should be of light 
cane, of a length easily handled, sufficient to carry the line over 
any weeds which may grow near the margin of the pond, as 
pond-fishing is best carried on from the bank, unless the area of 
the water be extensive, and then a punt should be moored fora 
few days over the deepest part with a good, clear, gravelly 
bottom, and the punt quietly approached to take possession by 
the aid ofa boat. A carpet or mat should be laid down on the 
floor of the punt to deaden the concussion, and all movement as 
much as possible shouid be avoided, any noise or vibration under 
such circumstances being communicated throughout the whole 
district. That such is the case may be readily observed by 
watching on the bank the course of the merest ripple raised by 
the swaying of the punt on the surface, the wave of which per- 
ceptibly breaks upon reaching the shallows. 


of roach, more particularly when paste is used, because if the bite 
is not actually met, not to say anticipated, the nick of time is 
gone, and the fish is lost. 
of the finest wire, and if with single hair No. 9 or ro will be the 
fittest size. 


this will not be too small. 
be No. 8 or 9, and he advised—to take off the glare of the gut, and 


make it as little conspicuous as possible—to stain it very lightly 
It was likewise his practice to shorten the 


of a pale water blue. 
shanks of the hooks for roach-fishing. The shotting of the 
line should engage as much attention as the rest, that the lead 
may not scare these timid fish. It is only necessary further to 


remark that, unless there be much wind, or astrong ripple from 


current, there shouid be somewhat less than a quarter of an inch 
of the float to appear above the water. 
the float to the rod may vary according to circumstances, as 
from 18 inches to z feet; but the shorter it is the more command 
will the angler have over the extremely fine winter bites even of 
the largest fish. 


All running gear — 
should be avoided, as a slack line is most inimical to the capture — 


The hook for roach-fishing should be’ | 


Salter says No. 11 should be used in the depth of — 
winter; when the bitings amount to little more than a nibble © 
If asilkworm gut line, the hook may ~ 





The length of line from ; 


‘ 


Let the float, the line, and the point of the 


rod be always perpendicular to each other, and carry the line — 


lightly but perfectly extended. Practice striking from the wrist 
when fishing for roach, or you never can become a perfect roach 
fisher. The arm and elbow should be nearly motionless at the 
time of the stroke. The depth of the water from the bank is not 


_ of much consequence, provided extreme quiet is preserved and the 


particularly affected by the fish. 
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angler out of sight. Indeed, should tie locality be good, and the 
weather favourable, they may be taken in any depth of water, 
from one foot to twenty. But in every water—and this rule ex- 
tends not only to ponds, but to rivers—there are always spots 
These spots are found either 
by experience, tradition, or in many instances what appears to be 
the unfailing sagacity of some anglers. F 
Fennell upon this head says: ‘There is a slight variation from 
the fishing in the dykes in the fenny parts of Cambridgeshire, 
Lincolnshire, Norfolk, &c., where the fish, although somewhat 
under the same influences, are less nice in their habits, and more 


_ free in their feeding, than in the ponds to which we have made 


allusion.” 

The baited hook in ponds should be as near to the bottom as 
possible, but great care must be taken not to fish amongst weeds, 
although a clear space in the vicinity of weeds is the best locality 
that can be selected.. The fish frequent the weeds for shelter, 
but generally feed in the open, being mostly bolder in proportion 


. to the nearness of their retreat. 


When a clear space of this nature is found, a little chewed 
bread thrown into the centre will almost immediately—if the 
angler is well out of view—bring the fish out of their fastnesses 
and prove how closely upon the watch they had _ been 
for any food passing in their common feeding ground. But it is 
here the greatest tact is necessary to be exercised for their 
capture. Many anglers thoughtlessly thrust forth their tackle 
immediately over the assembled fish and drop the bait amongst 
them. Nothing can be more disposed to excite their suspicion 
and to create a stampede amongst them. Let the line and rod be 
gradually brought down from the right or left, high in the air if 
necessary, and silently made to take its place as near the middle 
of this place as is possible. An over-baited hook for ponds is a 
certain scare to the roach; one gentle, lively, and merely attached 
by the skin of the blunt end, is enough and the greatest attraction. 
Avoid, if possible, splitting up the gentle or arming your hook 
with a pellet of paste which shall prove an obstruction to the 


entrance of the barb; this arises from too great a toughness 


of the paste. There is, however, an art in putting on a pellet 
of paste, which, by its very insecurity of adhesion, secures the 
action of the hook. Still, this can scarcely be taught by any 
descriptive writing. But let the hook, baited with paste, be 
placed in the division of the ball of the thumb and the palm of 
the hand, and an attempt made to release it ; it will then be found 


that, if properly baited, the paste is at once removed, and the 


hook unmistakably tells its presence. 

The self-cocking float is a valuable aid in pond-fishing, as it 
may be taken for granted that the closer you adhere to nature, 
the more success will attend upon your efforts. The notion of a 


_ bait sinking with the rapidity of a stone, and the supposition that 


under such circumstance even the “‘ silly roach ’’ could be induced 
to recognise it as a safe and palatable food, is almost a charge 
against a fish which has been said of late years to have become 
so highly educated as to be able to decide judicially upon the 
relative qualities of hair and gut. A self-cocking float is easily 
made by removing the plug and putting sufficient shots in the 


quill end to sink it to the required depth. 


The singular superiority of this float over others we had an 
opportunity of proving about two autumns since in the pools of 
the Tollesbury Marshes, in Essex, to which we had been invited 
by alittle party of anglers from Ipswich. There were eight of 
us in all, amongst whom were two or three of the best Gippen 
fishers, who, provided with every appliance, were determined to 
make heavy bags. We got upon the water between 10 and I1a.m., 
and left off at 5.30 p.m. This was in the latter end of October. 
The weeds were down, the water in excellent condition, and 
everything promised good sport. Being somewhat of an invalid, 
a kindly indulgence was shown to us, and a stool being provided, 
we took the first swim that presented itself; and there we sat, 
well from the water, with a Lea roach rod, a little loose ground- 
bait and paste and gentles, the latter gathered from tan and 
rotten pig-dung. Four of my companions were erratic fellows— 
all over the banks, now here, now there, and never at one spot 
sufficiently long to let the fish find them, while, by their profligacy 
of the ground-bait they scattered, they detained the fish in the 
many places instead of the few. The result of this excursion 
appeared from the pen of one of one of its members in the local 
papers. The four restless men scored three roach, a perch of 
141b., and two eels; Mr. R., 321b. of roach, with 1¢1b. of rudd; 


Mr. S. S., 8lb. of roach, largest 11b., four handsome perch, and 


six rudd, weighing 5¢1b.; Mark P., the driver of the break, who 
modestly kept aloof from the rest, but could not resist the 
temptation of ‘‘ wetting a line,” got altogether 141b. of mixed 
fish ; the rest, x7. When our bag was weighed at the house of 
the hospitable proprietor, it plumped 57 1b., which was thus made 
up: roach, 341b.; rudd, 21 lb.; eels and perch, z lb. 


boastful spirit, but as an illustration for what it may be worth of 
the merits of the self-cocking float and the reward for the close 
observance and imitation of what occurs under our very noses, 
and are too often permitted to pass without the slightest profit or 
thrift of experience. 

Angling for roach in running waters, as we have said, greatly 
differs in practice from the pursuit of these fish in ponds, weirs, 
and lakes. But even here there is an exception to be observed: 
ponds, lakes, and weirs are not. always stagnant pools, and where 
they have ariver running in and out of them, or owe to sub- 
merged springs their freshness, the fish therein possess more or 
less the qualities and conditions of those in running streams. 
There cannot exist a doubt but that fish in the lively waters of 
rapid currents possess far more vitality, and therefore greater 
appetite and eagerness for food, than in stagnant pools. The very 
fact of the rapidity of the flow carrying their food, if once not 
seized, beyond their reach stimulates their desire ; while, once the 
hook is laid hold of, the indication of a bite by its arrest is much 
more obvious, as a matter of course, than in still water. Here it 
may be, perhaps, of interest to mention that a roach bite, beyond 
the description given by Fennell in his ‘‘ Book of the Roach,” is 
to an uninstructed eye of a very deceptive character. The indo- 
lent, plethoric, aldermanic roach—those ‘“‘toppers ” worthy the use 
of the landing-net, and which try to straining ‘the ’lastic hair’”— 
will merely arrest the bait in its progress down stream, and, like the 
idle pauper with the ague who was too lazy to shake, scarcely 
take the pains to eject the steel-encased morsel, and give but little 
indication of their presence by the float. It is, therefore, always 
prudent, if the bottom of the swim is known to be even and free 
from all impediments, to strike, by tightening the line, at the 
slightest appearance of the cause of the bait being arrested. 

Many fine and heavy roach have been in recent years taken in 
the Thames by legering with alobworm. Mills, the fisherman at 
Caversham, and now the landlord of the Swan, at Streatly, taught 
his patrons an extremely novel method of placing these large 
worms on the hook. ‘The hook is a small one, and is attached 
to the head of the wormat or near the ‘‘ knot,” or hermaphrodital 
organ, and thus the reptile is permitted to lie on the bottom at 
its full length. The large roach seize this bait by the tail and 
very rapidly suck in the whole, hook and all. Time 
should be given the fish to swallow this bait, and, as in barbel 
fishing, the strike should not take place until the second ‘ knock,” 

as we here have a large bait for a comparatively small mouth, 
although the mouth of the roach is much larger than is generally 
supposed, as may be seen by examination. 

Tight corking, as it is termed on the Trent, and now a good 
deal practised on the river Lea, isa killing mode of fishing for 
roach, and may be followed in water of almost any depth where 
the current is-gentle. A large swan quill float is used, on a fine 
line, a few very large shot several inches apart, the nearest one 
18 inches or 2 feet fromthe hook. The bait is generally alobworm 
orthe tail of one, sometimes a bunch of gentles. The line is left 
from 3 to 5 feet longer than the depth of water. The bait is 
thrown down stream and then allowed to find its own position, 
the top of the rod being kept perfectly still. The extra length of 
line should be so proportioned that the lowest, or two lowest, 
shot remain onthe bottom, the float reclining in a slanting 
position. 

The above method is often very judiciously supplemented by a 
plan which tends much to economise ground-bait, while it usually 
captures the largest roach. A small ball of ground-bait (bread 
and bran) is squeezed around the bait, and this latter breaking 
up by the action of the stream brings the fish, large and small, 
up tothe spot, when, aftera while, the more tempting morsel is 
exposed, and the big fellow of the school makes a dash for it, 
apparently in fear that it should be secured by the others, and 
finds himself a captive. 

It is always as well to have a landing net handy, as many fish 
are lost, lines broken, and rods strained, by the incautious 
practice of weighing out the fish. 








FREE SUNDAYS AT THE GRO3VENOR GALLERY. 

The members of the Sunday Society were admitted to the Grosvenor 
Gallery last Sunday, which was opened for tio and a half hours and visited by 
354. persons, ; 

Next Sunday the Gallery will be open to the public by tickets, which may be 
had free by all making writ en application tothe Honorary Secretary, 8, Park 
Place Villas, W., and enclosing stamped and addressed envelope for reply. 


HASTINGS FISHERMEN AND THE EXuIBITION.—It has been arranged to take 
upwards of 300 of the Hastings fishermen to the Fisheries Exhibition on 
August 7th. They areto beaccompanied by Mr. Thomson, of the National 
Refuge Harbours Society, who had charge of them when they presented their 
address to their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. Sir 
Thomas Brassey has promised to proyide a dinner for the party in the Ex. 


We do not state these facts, well known at Maldon, in any ! hibition, 
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FISHING IN THE LAKES OF KILLARNEY. 


(See description on page 371.) 
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FRESH-WATER CRUSTACEA, LARV, AND OTHER 
INSECT LIFE. 


By J. H. KEeEne. 








[t has often been a source of wonder to me that anglers do not 

devote more time and attention to the study of aquatic life 
other than that represented by their quarry. True it is that there 
are intelligent men, who make a point of opening the stomach of 
the fish they get, for the purpose of ascertaining the kind of food 
it has been feeding on, and thereafter applying the knowledge 
gained; but where you find one does this, there are fifty who 
never think of it, or, if they did perform the operation, would 
most imperfectly recognise what it revealed. Yet a more ex- 
tended knowledge of water insects, especially those forming the 
staple of fish food, must obtain if the coming angler would keep 
pace with the increasing wile of his fish, and I do not doubt that 
many a detail conducing most effectively to capture would come 
to light by such knowledge. Mr. Greville Fennell was, I believe, 
the first to speak of roach-catching with the green weed termed 
Conferva rivualis, but doubtless was not the discoverer. The actual 
discoverer, however, was aman who hit upon a genuinely good thing, 
for I myself can most emphatically avouch its productiveness in 
early season. So also with the caddis and the various larvee on 
which trout feed. That these were the actual food of the fish 
must have been proved at some time by observation and examina- 
tion. One cannot therefore be wrong in urging greater attention 
to this matter even on the part of the humblest angler. No one 
is too poor to be a naturalist; concentration of observation is his 
stock-in-trade, and need I repeat the platitude that it is precisely 
this quality which makes up the successful fisherman. 

Perhaps the best test of a good angler is the state of his bag 
after a day or two on a strange stream. Put a man down by the 
side of an out-of-the-way river, and tell him to find what fish it 
contains and where the swims are likely to be, and you have set 
him a task which he ought, if he call himself an angler, to be 
equal to, but which is nevertheless one crucially severe. Probably 
he will notice the weeds, stratum, general depth, whatever fish 
may flash by him, and lastly, but most important in my opinion 
of all, what food in the shape of fly, larvee, or crustacea, &c., is 
possessed by the water. Here is a bunch of Endorea canadensis, 
or American weed. Out it is hooked, and carefully scanned. 
‘‘ Hullo!” he says, “here are larvee of duns and spinners: good 
enough food for trout.” Looking down, he sees a bright, 
gravelly bottom; underneath a few of the larger stones there are 
hundreds of the gammarus gliding about, not to mention the 
tiny entomostraca—all food for fresh-water fish, cyprinida, pereide, 
esocide, salmonide, probably each and all, What is the obvious 
inference ? If these fish are not here, they have been fished out 
somehow, for pollution would kill the food as well as fish. Well, 
suppose there are heaps of fish. In steps the angler-naturalist’s 
knowledge of the reciprocal relations existing between fish and 
its living food, and he argues where the latter are there are the 
fish, for generally throughout creation we find the creature has 
most unkindly to go to its food, and not the food to it. Or, 
briefly, in the classic words of Ah Sin, ‘no catchee, no havee.” 

In the space at my command it is obvious that I cannot deal 
exhaustively with the subject of this kind of fish food: the barest 
sketch of some of them of necessity must suffice. The various 
flies of a stream at once, of course, suggest themselves as 
chiefly important, being, as in very fact they are, the principal 
means of subsistence of most of our fishes. Of course, when I 
say that, it is understood that I include the various stages of the 
insect, during all of which it more or less preys itself, or is preyed 
upon. The minuteness of the most plentiful chalk-stream gauze- 
winged flies is well known, and this alone to an extent prevents 
very close observation of their food and general habits. I have, 
however, no doubt about the fondness of trout for the little lizard- 
like creatures, for it is by no means uncommon to find the fish 
following the cut-weeds down, picking them off as a school-boy 
would gooseberries. It is presumable that their life cycle is not 
essentially different from that of their relatives; and as the May- 
fly is at the head of the Zphemeride, to which all these beautiful 
little insects are related, a brief summary of the existence of that 
fly must be deemed sufficient. 

The Mayfly, as is probably well-known to most of my readers, 
really rises in the early part of June, and the female contains 
myriads of ova, which, ina good ‘‘rise,” she may be seen to be 
shedding, rising, and falling over the water the while. The 
number of ova is so great that it is much to be doubted if one in 
a thousand hatches comes to maturity. However, some of them 
unquestionably do hatch, and it is fair to infer from what I have 
had the good fortune to observe under the microscope that, 
minute as is their then size, their voracity at once commences, and 
ina short time they become completely visible and of visible 
rapacity. This growth and appetite goes on from the deposition 


of the egg till the image stage with undiminished vigour, and it~ 

as been asserted that four years may elapse between the first and 
last period. Insects—if so they may be called—less than itself, 
even the ova of fish, are not spared by this ugly lizard-like 
creature; but ths ultimate day of retribution comes, and those 
who know the gusto with which a trout smacks its lips over a full- 
roed Mayfly will imagine it—ample and complete. 

Prior to this consummation, however, the larva of the Mayfly 
is by no means disdained by some fish. I have taken both roach 
and dace with it, though in sooth I felt a twinge, on impaling it, 
as T recollected to what graceful beauty it had been destined. 
Just before the rise of fly also eels seem partial to it, as I have 
proved this season—one of about 1 Ib. being literally gorged. If 
trout take it—as they may—I can only say that I have tried but 
failed to catch one with it. Barbel and bream are sometimes 
guilty of devouring this larva, but only isolated cases have come 
to my knowledge. 

The pupa of the Mayfly presents but few indications of the great 
change in its nature and condition until just before this takes 
place. In April, however, the wings can be distinguished tightly 
folded over the thorax of some, whilst others do not present this 
appearance for the simple reason that their time is not yet come. 
As June comes in, the pupa shows it wings yet more plainly, and 
ends in approaching the edge of the water, whence at the 
appointed time it emerges in the sunshine to dry its wings, shed 
their outer pellicle, and at last rise to its nuptials in the air, an 
image or full-grown Ephemera valgata, or Mayfly. . Such isa short 
transcript of this insect’s history. The creeper of northern 
streams has an analagous life cycle, though it is the larva of the 
large stone fly, and in its embryo state is the incarnation of hideous- 
ness. Stewart says itis, ‘upon the whole, the most venomous- 
looking insect the angler in pursuit of his vocation encounters.” 

It is from the ‘‘ caddis” or “case” bait that such old favourites - 
as the cinnamon, the caperer, alder, sedge, &c., flies come, 
and this caddis is a remarkably interesting creature, let me say, 
and one well worth careful observation. On the vivification of 
the ova, the little creature proceeds to build itself a habitation, 
which it does from materials lying immediately around it, such as 
pieces of stick, leaves, gravel, straw, wood, &c., and all this is 
cemented tightly together and held in its place by a natural silk 
gum secreted by the creature, which hardens immediately. 
From the ungainly and deliberate movements of the caddis this is 
a matter of time, but when finished the whole somewhat resembles 
a black-headed little North-American papoose bound up in its 
inflexible cradle of wicker-work. The caddis attaches itself very 
powerfuily to the inner end of the case by means of two very 
strong hooks, and it requires some exertion to pull it out. Just 
previous to the emergence of the fly we find that the entrance to 
this case is hermetically sealed, or, at any rate, it is waterproofed. 
Whether the caddis previously takes up a certain amount of air 
which, as it slowly assumes a fly form, becomes greater until 
sufficient to carry it to the surface, I do not know; but certain 
it is the caddis often is seen to rise spontaneously, and this is the 
usual method with the alder fly. 

The appetite of the caddis is enormous. It devours both vege- 
table and decayed animal debris. I took out the shell of a broad 
bean which had been thown in the water this morning, and it was 
filled with caddies and gammari. All fish, without distinction, 
seem fond of caddis. A “ grubbing” trout will consume dozens, 
shells and all, in the course of the day, butI notice that the 
“caddies” are generally the larvee of the cinnamon and alder 
flies. 

Ten years ago I do not suppose a dozen people used the little- 
fresh-water shrimp (Pulex gammarus) as a hook bait. Truth to 
tell, very few do so now. It is a favourite bait with me, however, 
especially for perch or trout. When you can find trout gorged— 
as I have done repeatedly in early season—with these lively little 
fellows, I think it is but a rational deduction that, if properly used, 
they would make good hook-baits. Having verified this, I can 
say that the largest only should be used, and two may be impaled 
on a small-sized hook—the size of the bait will regulate this—and 
the tackle used ought to be of the finest. I ordinarily employ my 
fly-rod and the finest drawn gut, throwing the little gentleman as 
a fly, or perhaps more like a worm with Stewart’s worm tackle, 
always up stream. From a little stream in Hertfordshire I took 
twenty-two fish in one afternoon two years ago with this identical 
pat when they would not make the ghost of a movement towards 
a fly. 

Of course everybody knows this little creature, and how like the 
ordinary Pulew irritans it is in shape. Its voracity is also, perhaps, 
equal to its relative, though it is not given so much to actually 
blood-sucking. I have placed a few large ones.before now ina 
clean tumbler of water, and watched how they circle round and 
round in the effort to discover the limits of their confinement—for, 
being denizens of running water they are impatient of stagnant, 
which impatience indeed seems to render them cannibalistic. 


Aveust 4, 1883] 


Still, they may be kept a long time in a globe or aquarium, as I 
have experienced, providing a fair supply of fresh raw meat or fish, 
with an occasional green bean husk, be given them. In a fish- 
breeding bed I would counsel their extinction, for they are enemies 
to all young fish life. 
shrimp is to place a gauze-net in the stream, and lift the stones 
and gravel with a rake a little distance above. In somé streams, 
especially those flowing over a gault formation where insect life 
is not plentiful, I should unhesitatingly recommend the intro- 
duction of both caddis and the ‘‘shrimp.” Some ten years ago I 
stocked a newly-made pond ona_gentleman’s estate in Sussex 
with these insects and roach, and carp, dace, chub, &c., and I 
hear they all did and are doing marvellously well. There can be 
no doubt that the colonisation of fish-food is almost of as great 
importance as that of fish. 

Another little crustacean of almost equal value as food for fishes 
is the so-called water woodlouse (Asellus aguaticus). Its form is, as 
its name implies, very much like the crustacean of the loud or slater 
woodlouse, but its movements are very slow and its habits dirty in 
the extreme. Ifthere is any vegetable or animal refuse at the 
bottom of the water the waterlouse is sure to be in it, clogging up 
its fourteen legs with mud and filth until the really wonderful 
organs of its breathing, &c., are unrecognisable. Eels consume 
large quantities of these creatures, and until I found out 
under the microscope, I was for along time undecided as to 
what the accumulation of excrement I occasionally found in eels 
could possibly be. 

Of the crayfish a great deal might be said, all interesting and 
valuable to the angler ; but even supposing I had the space, what 
presumption would it not be to attempt a long history of this re- 
markable crustacean, when Professor Huxley’s book dealing with it 
is on my library shelf. As a bait, even when small, whole, and alive 
for chub and perch, I have a good opinion of it. It should be not 
more than an inch in length, and if baited on a large hook, I 
warrant the angler will find it useful, especially for eels. I have 
found it entire both in eels and pike, though I am not saying that 

-it is an habitual diet. If bruised and used for baiting eel-pots it 
is, however, very useful. 

The tail of a boiled crayfish is caviare to chub, especially when 
the latter are large—this is a fact known and valued by every chub 
fisher. The best way to catch the crays is to take a hoop-net 


and fix tothe centre of it a large piece of fresh bullock’s or other | 


liver. Attach the net to a pole and let it down near the old 
stubbs of trees or near hatch-work camp-sheathing, &c., &c. 
The night should be dark and warm. Thecrayfish are scavengers 
of the water, not being very particular what animal remains they 
eat, but preferring it fresh. All you have to do is to lift your net 
at intervals; and mind your fingers when you are taking out your 
crays, for they are no respecters of persons when they bite. 

I have thus most rapidly touched upon those creatures which 
form the chief food of the denizens of fresh water if we except in 
the code of the fish of prey the fry of fishes. It now remains to 
glance at some of the other inhabitants of the water, who may for 
the most part be looked upon not as mutual enemies with fishes, 
but simply as unassailed enemies of fish life. ‘These principally 
belong to the beetles. 

The largest of the water beetles is the hydrous, and is distin- 
guished by its jet-black back and covering of white down on the 
underside. It is seldom or never seen in the open river, preferring 
the side ditches. ‘Though I found it plentifully in some unused 
gravel pits at Wraysbury, near the Thames, I am aware that it is 
- comparatively scarce. Personally itis a harmless creature even 
amongst young fish, but its larva is very troublesome and its fierce- 
ness very remarkable. The female hydréus spins a species of 
cocoon, which she fastens to any suitable water-plants; pieces of 
meat, trout eggs, and pieces offish are the food of the larvee, and their 
hold on their prey alive or dead is so decided and strong that they 
may be lifted from the water by it alone. 

But if this beetle is a water-tiger, what shall we say of the 
Dyticus marginalis ? Nothing can exceed its ferocity and power of 
feeding. The beetle is of rather pretty appearance, smaller than 
the hydrous, and of a deep olive green on the back instead of 
black, with a narrow band of yellowish brown running round the 
wing cases, head, and thorax. It passes a good deal of its time on 
shore, though it never feeds there, and is possessed of arrange- 
ments both for swimming easily and breathing for a great length 
of time beneath the sarface of the water. The former of these 
consists of hind legs, or tarsi, provided with a fringe of stiff yellow 
hair, which expands when the stroke is made like the web ofa 
duck, and contracts as the leg is drawn back for the next move- 
ment. The latter isa very complete reservoir, for air formed by 
the elytra, or wing cases, which fold very tightly over the back, 
enclosing a volume of air which is consumed by the insect through 
its spiracles, which open into this miniature chamber. The insect 
is innocuous to handle, but of a most offensive odour. 

The larva of the dyticus is even more fierce, if that be possible, 
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than its parent. Itis of formidable appearance about the head, 
and its sickle-like jaws when seen magnified are things to have a 
nightmare about. When at rest it floats bent at right angles with 
its fan-like tail (through which it breathes), with the points just 
even with the surface. Its eyes are large, and on eager look-out 
always for some hapless water insect, no matter what, or fly. With 
an irregular but vigorous motion it then throws itself upon the 
hapless wight, and its doom its sealed. The grub of the pretty 
little water whirligig seems to be its favourite diet, but I have fed 
it on gentles, caddis, earth worms, and fresh meat. 

‘The water scorpion (Nefa cznerea), so called from the resem- 
blance its front larsi bear to the claws of a scorpion, is another 
predaceous insect, of which, by the bye, I have very unpleasant 
recollections. Its appearance is so much like a leafthat when, as 
a youngster, I saw what I conceived to be that most extraordinary 
phenomenon, I clutched at it and found two very sharp mandibles 
stuck into my hand instanter. It is a slow mover, and seizes its 
prey, even a young fish, with these powerful clasps, and burying 
its beak into it proceeds at once to suck out the juices. Its tail 
appears like a stiff spike, nearly as long as the body, but so far as 
that is concerned, it is nothing terrible, being only a sort of double- 
barrelled breathing tube, through which the water scorpion 
draws the breath of life, hanging head downwards, 

These various predaceous insects are chiefly here mentioned 
because they very considerably affect the health of young fish if by 
any chance, in artificial propagation, they are allowed to escape 
into the nursery where such are reared. Noone but those who 
have had to contend with such pests can estimate the trouble 
they cause. Before now I have had to entirely empty my trays, 
searching the gravel, perchance, over and over again before find- 
ing the delinquent, not, however, before perhaps a thousand ova 
have been destroyed. 








AN IRISH FISHERMAN DROWNED IN HIS NET. 
[FROM A CORRESPONDENT. } 

Dr. TAGGART has just held an inquest at Carrickfergus, County 
Down, on the body of James Sheals, aged 56, a fisherman, whose 
death was occasioned by drowning, under the following circum- 
stances:—Robert Lundy deposed that he, Thomas Jack, and 
deceased, left Carrickfergus at 5 p.m. on Saturday, in a fishing boat, 
all being perfectly sober. When opposite Rockfort, as he and de- 
ceased were putting the rope over the lee side, the strap that the rope 
was attached to gave way, and the rope ran out and took deceased 
with it. Jack and witness tried to get the boat round so as to haul 
the rope in, and when they had got it within ten feet of the bow the 
deceased let go the rope. They still tried to get the boat round, and 
when they hauled up the net they found deceased in it. Half an 
hour elapsed from the time deceased was carried out by the rope 
until they had his dead bédy on board. Thomas Jack said that the 
boat was properly manned, and even if they had an additional hand on 
board they could not have saved deceased. A strong breeze was 
blowing at the time. The coroner said it appeared to be partially 
a mystery how it was that deceased had not been saved, although 
ten minutes had elapsed from the time he was taken out by the rope 
until he let go his hold, and what were those on board doing in the 
meantime ? ‘They had heard the views of an experienced fisherman 
that everything that could be done was done to save the life of the 
deceased, but it seemed strange to him, and to those who were 
unacquainted with the management of boats, that a life should have 
been lost in that way. The jury returned a verdict of ‘ accidental 
drowning.” 

We noticed in the daily papers the other day a report of a gentle- 
man being drowned when wading and fishing. Anglers should 
remember that the best swimmer can do nothing with his heavy 
fishing stockings on. The temptation to get the fly over a fish which 
is rising just out of reach has been the death of many an angler. 
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ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 

SoME months ayo Messrs. Wilson and Son, of 79, Newington Cause- 
way, London, sent us for trial a pair of their anhydrous leather water- 
proof fishing boots, in which the uppers and soles are made water- 
proof by a patented process, These boots are everything the makers 
claim for them—waterproof, well-made, and thoroughly strong—in 
fact, the only drawback in the pair sent to us is that they are too 
stout and strong! Most anglers would say this was impossible ; but 
there is a wonderful strength and weight about this anhydrous leather, 
which makes it advisable to have the soles, &c., thinner than in 
ordinary leather boots. We can strongly recommend these excellent 
goods to the notice of anglers. We cannot understand how they are 
made at the money; they are certainly the cheapest really good 
leather boots in the market. 


ere 








At the recent conversazione of the Society of Arts and Sciences held_ by the 
President, Sir William Siemens, at the Fisheries Exhibition, Lady Siemens 
presented H.R.H. the Princess of Wales with a most elegant and unique 
bouquet holder. It was ornamented with fine gold enamelled salmon, trout, 
and perch, and was greatly admired by Her Royal Highness. Sir Frederick 
Leighton, to whom it was shown, pronounced the fish to be perfect works of 
art. This little gem was made by Mr. T. R. Sachs, jeweller, 22, Hyde Park 
PJace. The rare specimens of white flowers of which the bouquet was composed 
were supplied by G. Taviner, of 11, Coburg Place, Bayswater, W. 
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FISHING IN THE NORTH-WEST OF IRELAND. 


(See description on page 371.) 
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PIKE AN?C SAND MARTINS, 
(See description on page 372.) 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
Wires Desorrerions or irs FIsHERIES. 





By SEDGE WILLOW. 


No. 8.—A Frew Stray NOotEs. 


a O the London anglers know the extent of the Lea and its 

adjacent fisheries ?”” I was waiting for my train at Ord- 
nance Factory Station when this question arose in my mind. 
Ordnance Factory is, according to the time-tables of the Great 
Eastern Railway Company, twelve miles from Liverpool Street ; 
and, having completed my observations of Mr. Bailey’s water and 
the Pike and Anchor Fishery, I was curious enough to add up the 
number of miles of water that lay between me and town. I must 
confess that I was rather astonished when I found that the total 
showed “‘ more than thirty miles” of fishing. When I considered 
that I was only about halfway through my task of describing the 
Lea and its fisheries I felt more strongly than ever that we London 
anglers have much to be thankful for. 

Let me just place before my readers, in rough figures, the 
extent of those fisheries that I have visited ; and for the benefit of 
any who may not have seen my previous articles I will add the 
names of the different proprietors, the nearest stations, and the 
amount of the subscription to each water. 

No. 1.—The White House Fishery. Proprietor, Mr. G. Beres- 
ford. Subscription, including jack-fishing, 15s. a year; without 
jack-fishing, 10s. a year, Is. a day, 6d. half-day. Nearest stations: 
Homerton (N. L. R.), Hackney Downs Junction, Clapton, or 
Lea Bridge. Extent, 22 miles. 

No. 2.—The Ferry Boat Fishery. Proprietors, Messrs. Day and 
Sons. Subscription, including jack-fishing, 21s. a year, 2s. 6d. a 
day; without jack-fishing, 10s. 6d. a year, 1s. a day, 6d. halfa 
day. Nearest stations: Seven Sisters, Bruce Grove, or Tottenham 
(Hale). Extent, 44 miles. 

No. 3.—Ford’s Water. Proprietors, Messrs, Day and Sons. 
Subscription the same as at the Ferry Boat Fishery. A sub- 
scriber to either of these waters can, by paying 5s. extra on his 
annual ticket, obtain the privilege of fishing both. Nearest 
stations: Park or St. James’s Street. Extent, 2} miles. 

No. 4.—Cook’s Ferry and Chingford Mills. Free. 
stations: Angel Road or Silver Street. Extent, 3} miles. 

No. 5.—Flanders Weir-Fishery. Proprietor, J. T. Humphreys, 
Esq. Subscription, £2 2s. a year. Nearest stations: Angel 
Road, Ponder’s End, or Chingford. No Sunday fishing allowed, 
and the number of subscribers is limited to thirty. Extent, 
4 miles. 

No. 6.—Coventry’s Water. 
scription, tos. 6d. a year, 1s. a day. 
End or Chingford. Extent, 1} miles. 

No. 7.—Bailey’s Water. Proprietor, Mr. G. Bailey. Subscrip- 
tion, 2Is. a year, Is.aday. Nearest stations: Chingford, Ponder’s 
End, or Ordnance Factory. Extent, 4 miles. 

No. 8.—The Pike and Anchor Fishery. Proprietor, Mr. H. 
Puddicombe. Subscription, tos. 6d. a year, Is. a day. Nearest 
stations: Ponder’s End or Ordnance Factory. Extent, 2} miles. 

The above waters represent twenty-five miles of fishing, and, 
with at least five miles of free fishable water in the Naviyation 
River, there are thirty miles for you between Ordnance Factory 
and London. 

The article on Mr. Puddicombe’s fishery will appear in 
due course; and I don’t think I am exaggerating when I 
assert that by selecting the nearest station to the particular 
swim that the angler intends to fish, any point in the whole thirty 
miles may be reached within one hour of leaving the Royal 
Exchange. 

I should like to ask the Lea fishermen just one question. Why 
do you always fish so near to the publichouse that is attached to 
the fishery ? And, when there is no publichouse, why do you settle 
down to the first unoccupied swim that presents itself after you 
alight from the train ? 

I can only find one solution to this mystery, and that is, that 
the Lea fisherman is inclined to be lazy. In nearly every fishery 
on the Lea there are swims at the extreme end in which there is 
scarcely a line wetted from the beginning to the end of the 
season. ‘Why is this?” do youask? Well, that is just what I 
should like to know; and, for the want of any better reason, I 
conclude that the average Lea angler objects to obtaining 
seclusion at the expense of half-an-hour’s walk, and prefers a 
swim that lies within a few yards of the railway station, even 
though the bank to the right and left of him be lined with 
brother piscators. 

In the present paper I had not intended to mention any point 
above Ordnance Factory station, but an instance occurs to me 
that will illustrate very forcibly the practice of the Lea fishermen 
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in refusing to fish the more secluded portions of the river. Mr. 
Wheeler’s water, at the King’s Arms, Waltham, is divided into 
three portions; two of them are on the Navigation River, and 
the third is known as the Abbey Stream. Now, all the sub- 
scribers fish in the Navigation River, and as close to the house as 
possible; while the Abbey Stream, which is further away from the 
house and the railway station, is entirely neglected. The banks: 
of this charming piece of back-water, which we shall come to 
by-and-by, are not even marked by the roach fisherman’s box- 
seat; and Mr. Wheeler tells me that it is only once or twice 
a year that he finds an angler up there. 

Even at the favourite Ferry Boat Fishery the fishermen are 
always more crowded near the house than they are in the upper 
portions of the water. The Top Pool, which is always, in my 
mind, one of the likeliest places for big fish, is frequently left un- 
noticed on the very busiest days of the year. I know the incon- 
venience of carrying all your traps to the extreme end of the 
water, but I am sure the result would more than recompense 
those who would give themselves this extra exertion. ( 

Talking about carrying one’s tackle reminds me that I have 
just come across the very ne plus ultra of arod strap, When 
starting out for a few-days’ fishing I have frequently experienced 
the bother and awkwardness of a leather strap. You take with 
you a couple or perhaps three rods, a landing handle, and an 
umbrella; the last time you went out you made the holes in your 
straps just in the right place, and now you find that the joints of. 
the rod are alittle more closely packed, and the strap requires 
piercing again. The Leslie strap will obviate all this worry. I 
noticed it afew days ago, in the window of Messrs. Waterlow and 
Son’s warehouse, in London Wall, and I at once saw its adapt- 
ability to angling purposes. The strap is made ofa strong kind 
of webbing, and is really intended for putting round architects’ 
plans, lawyers’ deeds, &c., but it is the very thing that was wanted 
for strapping rods together. The cost is trifling, and the straps 
can be obtained in various lengths and widths. I daresay they 
are sold by all law stationers, and probably the fishing-tackle 
shops will be able to obtain them at a day or two’s notice. 

I should like it to be understood, in connection with the de- 
scriptions that I am giving of the Lea waters, that they assume a 
very different character during the winter, and while the river is 
flooded. What now appears as a rippling eddy will then become 
a rushing torrent; places that cannot be fished now on account 
of the weeds will then be perfectly clear and accessible. I re- 
commend anglers to take more advantage of the close season for 
making observations of fisheries with which they are unacquainted. 
As a rule, rods and tackle are laid by for three months, and all 
thoughts of the river are laid by with them. Thisis a great mis- 
take. Much can be learnt by an occasional stroll along the 
banks during the interval between the seasons. The man who 
only sees the Lea during the fishing months, who goes straight 
to his swim and, after his day’s fishing, straight home again, has 
a very limited knowledge of the river. 

It is a pity that so few of the proprietors of the Lea fisheries 
know anything about angling. Many ofthem have never handled 
a rod in their lives—some few have a day now and then when a 
friend visits the water and shows them what to do—and one or 
two of them are fishermen worthy of the name; but in the majority 
of cases there is a lamentable ignorance of matters piscatorial, 
and all {hat the owner of the water does is to take money from 
his subscribers and see that no one fishes until he has paid for 


the privilege of doing so. Under these circumstances the stranger 


is ata disadvantage, and many a man who visits the Lea for the 
first time goes home disgusted, and declares that there are no fish 
in the river. It is with a view to removing this impression that 
I have undertaken these descriptions of the Lea fisheries, and 


amply repays me for the trouble that I have taken, and encourages 
me to endeavour to make the future papers equally useful and 
practical. 


— 


¥ 


the knowledge that many anglers have already profited by them 


[The Leslie straps alluded to are capital things—yvery neat and — 


strong.—Ep. | * 





A FEW HINTS IN FLY-FISHING. 





By R. B. MARSTON. 


THE following notes are intended for beginners in fly-fishing, though 
I venture to think that some older hands may pick up a hint or two, 
especially as regards striking. The grand secret for successful fish- 
ing of any kind is to put the lure before the fish in as natural a manner 
as possible, and not to alarm it in any way. To accomplish this the 
angler must be acquainted with the habits of the fish, and this is 
specially necessary in the case of sucha shy, sharp-sighted fish as 
the trout, which can only be taken with the fly in clear, or moderately 
clear, waters. - Although many first-rate anglers use a whippy rod, I 
cannot help thinking that a stiff one is vastly preferable, as it will do 
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all or more than a whippy rod on a calm day, and against a wind it 
will enable the angler to get at places which cculd not be reached 
with a whippy lumber rod. But whatever kind of rod is used a winch 
line should be selected which will suit it—nothing.spoils a rod so 
much as a line which is too heavy for it. A good braided waterproof 
silk line is perhaps the best line for fly-fishing, and a dark green is 
the best colour for it, Forthecollar some anglers still use hair, but 
the beautifully fine and strong drawn gut lines, which are now so 
cheaply and easily to be obtained, are infinitely preferable. It is true 
that a hair line will kill a good fish, but a drawn gut line as fine will 
kill three in the same ‘time, and I am perfectly certain that even in 
the clearest water fine drawn gut is quite equal to hairas a means 
of getting the fly over fish without alarming them, and when you have 
hooked a fish its much greater strength is an immense advantage. 
Some anglers complain that drawn gut kinks, that they cannot get 
it out properly, and that it soon gets fluffy. Although I have used it 
for years, I have never experienced any of these disadvantages except 
the last; and then only when the gut was badly drawn, or had had 
hard usage. I rarely use the same collar more than two or, at the 
most, three days, as I consider by that time it has done its share of 
work. For 5s. youcan get enough drawn gut collars to last a month’s 
hard fishing, and certainly five shillingsworth of equally fine hair 
lines would not kill nearly so- many fish in the same time. But I 
leave this question of stiff v. limber rods and gut v. hair to the judg- 
ment of the angler himself; it does not matter a pin to me which he 
uses—I only recommend what I really believe to be best, and by pre- 
ference use myself. 

‘The question of whether you should throw your fly up stream or 
down stream depends a good deal upon the nature of the water, but 
in nine cases out of ten I have found it pays best to cast up stream. 
In the first place, the fish do not see you nearly so soon when you cast 
up to them as when you cast downto them; secondly, when you hook 
a fish you kill him by drawing him down through water which you 
have already fished, whereas, if you cast down stream and hooka 
fish you mtst spoil a certain extent of water by going down with him 
tokillhim. Ina rapid stream I find it the best plan to cast first 
straight up under the bank I am nearest to, then gradually crossover 
and fish under the opposite bank if the stream is too wide to be 
covered from oneside. Then I fish back again in the same way. I 
cannot tco strongly impress on the beginner the necessity of sending 
his flies well in under the sides, for where bushes hang over or sedges 
grow there the feeding fish will be found. I have hundreds of times 
killed fish so close to the side that the rise seemed to be out of a half- 
submerged water-rat’s hole; and I have often noticed that fish which 
hug the sides in this way either do not see or wil! not trouble them- 
selves to come after a fly unless it is thrown directly over them. And 
when these side-feeding fish do rise they mean business as a rule. 
It is when the fish are rising badly or not at all that this side-fishing 
answers best, as, of course, when there is a good rise on you see 
where to cast; in this case, always fish for the fish which is rising: 
nearest to you, even though you do not think it so good a one as that 
big fellow just beyond. A small fish often rises boldly and makes a 
big ring, and a big fish generally rises quietly and makes little fuss. 
In trying to get the big one first you often scare him without knowing 
it, for the fish you have thrown over will probably see you or your reel 
line and rush off up stream and frighten the big fellow. He knows 
that no fish would rush past him in that way unless there were danger 
behind, and he instinctively follows suit. I have noticed over and 
over again that fish which could not possibly have seen me have sud- 
denly stopped rising, and I generally attribute it to this circumstance. 
Ihave no doubt that most of my readers who fish for trout have 
noticed that when they have startled one trout away to its cover there 
follows a general move in all the fish near, fish which had not been 
seen before. ' 

The question of striking is a very important one. Up to within the 
last year or two I invariably struck on a perfectly tight line—that is to 
say, on a line grasped at the butt with the hand; but, when fishing 
once in Cumberland, on the Eden, I met a gentlemen, a most suc- 
cessful angler, who struck his fish in a way newto me. I was im- 
pressed with it, because I rarely saw him miss a fish, although to all 
appearance he struck hard enough to smash his rod. I found that he 
struck from the winch; and eversincethen Ihave adopted the sameplan, 
and I find it infinitely preferable to the old one. I described striking 
from the winch in the GAZETTE some time ago, but have been so 
repeatedly asked to do so again, that I make no apology for saying a 
few words about it here. The line should be passed between the 


second and lower winch bar, and not between the upper bar and the” 


winch—this reduces the friction very much, The winch should be a 
silent check, but the check so slight as to be only just sufficient to 
prevent the line running off when withdrawing it from the water fora 
cast. It must not be held by the hand in any way. The instant the 
angler sees a fish rise to his fly he strikes, and the slight resistance 
of the-winch is quite sufficient to send the hook home, and if the 
stroke has been too hard the line is only pulled off the winch a foot 
orso. It is almost impossible to breaka line when striking from a 
winch of this kind, An ordinary check winch will not answer, but by 
removing the check and substituting a buffer of metal or flat 
india-rubber, any degree of silent check may be obtained. 
Another grand advantage gained in adopting this style of 
striking is that, if you get your fly fast behind you 
when casting, the sudden and unexpected strain is rendered 
harmless to rod and tackle—the line runs off the winch a 
little, and so ‘‘ gives” to the strain. Again, it often happens that 
when a lively fish takes your fly, the instant it touches the water, and 
before you have had time to raise the rod, he makes a long rush the 
instant he feels the hook. If you are holding the line, he gets a dead 
pull on it, and you are fortunate if he does not smash you; but, when 


your line is free to run off the winch at any moment, he cannot get 
this advantage over you. In grayling fishing I have found that 
striking from the winch arswers admirably ; with the old plan I often 
found myself striking grayling too hard. When you have been fishing 
for trout, it is a difficult thing always to moderate the strike for a 
grayling’s soft mouth, especially in August and September, when you 


are taking *‘ now a trout, now a grayling”—the prettiest sport of all, 


in my opinion. But this striking from the winch gets over the diffi- 
culty entirely. I shall always bless the day when I met that angler 
on the Eden; he was also the best up-stream worm-fisher for trout I 
ever came across. The grand thing is to get your winch right—the 
pull must not be too hard or too tight; but, whether you strike from 
the winch or not, never use a clicking winch, unless you are so ena- 
moured of the ‘‘ music of the reel”’ as to consider it compensates for 
letting every other angler within hearing distance of you know exactly 
where you are, and that, if he wants to fish ahead of you, he has only 
to give you a wide berth across the fields, and so get on ahead. I 
have no objection to hearing the ‘“‘music’’ when it comes from 
another angler’s reel. A word as to playing a fish. The beginner is apt 
to be flurried and nervous, and the old hand is not always as cool as 
he should be; indeed, what pleasure would there be in angling if 
there were no excitement about it? To all appearance you may be as 
“cool as.a cucumber”’; but if, from the time you hook a good fish to 
to the final moment when you get him into the net, your heart is not 
beating considerably faster than usual, there must be something 
wrong with it. Never hurry a fish; you will often get him close to the 
net long before it is time to use it, and the sudden sight of it is suffi- 
cient to urge his only half-exhausted strength into a strong rush 
when, with a short line and rod, and one hand engaged with the net, 
you have Jeast control over him. Another hint I got when fishing in 
the north was in the matter of creels. Most of the Cumberland anglers 
use waterproof creels made of wood or tin. My friend, Mr. Yarde, 
who was fishing with me at the time, and I were astonished at the 
beautiful condition of the trout we sawin Bird’s creel after he had 
been fishing all day on the Eden, near Armathwaite. The fish in our 
baskets would not compare with them in appearance; they looked, 
in fact, as if just caught. He got Méssrs. Gillett, of Fetter Lane, to 
make a tin creel for him of an improved pattern, and I have used one 
this season. All I can say is, I shall never go back to the old wicker 
creel, which lets the air in to dry the fish up through its countless in- 

terstices, which lets the slime and dirt from a heavy lot of fish ooze 
through on to your coat, and which no amount of washing can ever 
thoroughly get clean and sweet. The tin creel can be washed out 
as clean asa plate in afew seconds. It is a good plan to have a flat 
piece of board, with holes in it, in the bottom of the tin creel, 
because a certain amount of moisture must ooze from a_ lot 
of fish packed closely together (or even when laid out on a 
dish for that matter), and the bottom row of fish get the benefit 
of it, but it is so slight that the thinnest bit of wood is sufficient 
to keep them out of it. Waders, for the last three seasons 
I have used a pair of the North British Rubber Company’s rubber 
fishing boots, and find them infinitely preferable to the old stockings 
and brogues, which Icould never get to last more than one season. 

These full-length fishing-boots, reaching to the thigh almost, cost 
only 25s. They are sold wholesale only by the Company (offices, 

Moorgate Street). It is policy of the waterproof houses to run down 
these goods even if they keep them in stock ; but I am writing for the 
benefit of anglers, and, as I said before, these North British rubber 

fishing boots are infinitely preferable to the stockings and brogues, 

and half the price. From the knee down they are lined with felt — 
this makes them wonderfully comfortable to wear, prevents the coldest 
water being felt, and yet seems to do away with the dampness arising 
from confined perspiration. I always wear a pair of Mr. Tacon’s 
excellent wool socks over a thin pair, and I fancy that these, with the 
felt, have a good deal to do with the fact that these boots are so com- 

fortable. There is no outside sock to be pulled up every now and 
then, and to hang heavily when full of water; no place for sand to get 
in and wear the rubber off the heels and soles. When you step out 
of the water every drop of water runs off at once, as these boots can- 
not absorb a drop of water. When walking in wet fishing stockings, 

wet socks, and brogues, one has to carry a considerable weight of 
water, as the cloth acts as a sponge. Another great advantage is 
that you can wade through deep mud and sand, and then witha 
handful of grass wash every trace of dirt off them in no time, and they 
are clean and dry enough to go into a drawing-roomin. I finda pair 
of knee boots of the same kind most useful for fishing when the banks 

are wet, and where deep wading is not allowed or not necessary. If 
some firm would make a feature of these boots, and push them and 
advertise them among anglers, I am sure it would answer their 
purpose. They are rapidly becoming popular in the north, where I 
first saw anglers using them. Similar boots of lighter make are used 
by ladies and children at the seaside. When stockings and brogues 
are wet, as they always are when in use, I should say these boots 
would be considerably less weight to carry. A final word about the 
new pike-scale flies, which I know very many English anglers are 
now using in consequence of my recommendations of them in this 

paper. I saw them first at the Edinburgh Fisheries Exhibition, 

where they were exhibited by the inventor, James McNee, a pro- 
fessional fisherman on Loch Tummel.: I consider, after giving them 

a good trial on various streams, that they are the greatest improve- 

ment in flies which has been made for many years past. McNeeisa 

poor man, and I think it is only fair that aoglers should support him 

by getting these flies only from him. There are one or two secrets 
about their manufacture which are only known to him, and imitations 

are only likely to bring his invention into disrepute. I am the more 

confident in recommending them because several good anglers who 
have tried them speak most highly of them. I need hardly say Ihave 
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absolutely no interest in recommending them except the desire to 
make a good thing known to anglers. That they are infallible I do not 
pretend to say—it would be unfortunate for the stock of trout if they 
were ; but I have killed fish with them which would look at nothing 
else. As I am repeatedly asked for McNee’s address, I give it again : 
Bohally, Loch Side, Pitlochry, Scotland. His price is 3s. per dozen, 
and he tells me he can only make two or three dozen a day, so itisa 
very reasonable one. The only disadvantage I have found with them 
is that they do not stand so much work asa feather fly; but two or 
three flies more or less used in a day’s fishing does not disturb my 


equanimity anyway. 





KESSELL AND SONS’ SELF-ACTING FOUNTAINS. 


(ge) Xe of the most interesting and beautiful ornaments in the 
house of an angler is a well-kept aquarium, and the best 
aquarium is the self-acting fountain aquarium patented and now 
largely sold by Messrs. Kessell and Sons, and exhibited by them 
in the Aquarium Section, Western Arcade, of the Great Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition. 
We are informed that these 
fountain aquaria have been 
greatly admired, and _ that 
the Marquis of Hamilton, 
who takes such a great 
interest in the Exhibition, 
recently purchased a large 
one. It is highly spoken of 
by Mr. Carrington, F.L.S., 
naturalist to the Westminster 
Aquarium; Mr. Best, pro- 
prietor of the Freemasons’ 
Tavern; and many other 
gentlemen. who have had 
considerable experience of 
it. The advantages claimed 
for it are that it is portable, 
clean, cannot get out of 
order or overflow, can be 
charged by a boy or servant 
in less than five minutes, and 
will play for hours, and when 
charged is always ready to 
play.. The same water is 
utilised for a length of time, 
and the whole of it is kept 
in circulation and aérated by 
the action of the fountain. 
As will be seen from the 
illustration, the shape is most 
handsome and convenient; 
and, for a trifling increase 
in cost, it can be had asa 
combined aquarium, foun- 
It would 
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resting ornament for con- 
servatory, hall, or drawing-room. With a proper amount of 
vegetable life, fish can be kept ina healthy state for any length 
of time in a self-aérating aquariuin like this. 
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ANGLING DAYS IN THE DERBYSHIRE DALES. 


By Limpus, 


(HE haunts and the homes of Walton and of Cotton have ever been 
most fruitful sources from which to draw themes to delight anglers 
with, and many writers, of high and low degree, have by their means 
done more or less justice to the gentle arts and their subjects. The 
dales of Derbyshire are as old as the hills, and long before the modern 
writers had tried theic ’prentice hands upon them they have had the 
attentions of the curious and observant. The forefathers themselves 
have left behind them immortal remains in poetry and prose, and not 
a few others have placed on record in well remembered lines their 
charming nat>ral features, or delineated with their fascile pencils 
their rare artistic beauties. Nearly every angler knows something of 
these dales. 

As every angler who knows aught of the dales well knows, they are 
but deep recesses worn by nature through a mountainous land, and 
through these dales the rivers and the brooklets wander. It is of the 
rivers rather than of the mountains, and of the brooklets rather than 
of their gorges th~t we would wish to treat, and our main desire is to 
offer an acquainta.ice with the inhabitants thereof rather than of the 
physical beauties of their ancestral homes, These rivers and brooklets 
with their inhabitants are interesting to a degree; but really the 
former are but the arms of the bigger Trent, which spread out and 






graceful, instructive, or inte- - 


clasp within a fond entrance the hoary rocks and rugged hills which 
go to make up at ten thousand places a beauteous landscape. How- 
ever, to descend from the sublime to the matter of fact, let us intro- 
duce the reader to the district of the Dove and Derwent, and their 
treasures, the trout and grayling, and briefly give “him a few useful 
hints as to how to get at them, and where we may assure him he may 
spend many a happy angling day. 

High up in the hills, then, and coming down from the renowned Axe 
Edge, above Burton, is the ‘‘ gentle’? Dove. From Dove head for 
some ten miles down we have a mere brooklet, of comparatively little 
importance to the angler; still, for the size of the stream there is a 
good store of trout, and it forms a capital breeding place for the fish 
torun up to. Over this, and for ten miles more, adjacent landowners 
have control, and should a day be desired by the enthusiast up in 
that higher quarter, permission is not over difficult to get. But the 
first length which affords what may be called good angling is that 
known as the Beresford or Hartingtonlength. There is really capital 
fishing here for trout and grayling, and it ia strictly preserved. The 
tickets, which are 2s, 6d, per day, may be purchased by anglers 
staying in the village of Hartington at private lodgings, or at the 
hotel. Hartington is about ten miles from each of the following 
stations: Matlock Bath, Bakewell, Burton, Leek, or Ashbourne, 
but no railway comes nearer. From several of the places named 
there are, however, coaches, and carriages may also be got 
at a moderate charge. There is excellent accommodation here, par- 
ticularly at the Charles Cotton Inn, an angler’s rendezvous well 
known to Dove anglers. Below Beresford dale the water is in private 
hands, those of Sir J. Harpur Crew and H. C. Okeover, Esq., they 
having the sole right over some five miles or so. This reaches quite 
to the celebrated Dove Dale, through which is about three miles of 
very good fishing, Except at general holiday times this length of 
water is very little fished as coiuspared with other and less desirable 
streams of the midlands. Gentlemen staying at the Izaak Walton, 
at Ilam, have free tickets for this length, and also for the meadow 
close by the hotel. The hotel is close to the river—running almost 
beneath its very windows, and there is the very best accommodation 
afforded in the old house by the host, Mr. W. Prince. _Board and bed- 
room, with use of coffee-room, gs. to 12s, 6d. a day, or bedroom as. 6d. 
to 4s. per night, may be had separately, and meals and attendance 
charged astaken. Private sitting-room, 4s. and 5s. extra. There 
are also a goodly number of guests who make the Peveril their home, 
and it affords similar accommodation, but the facilities are scarcely so 
good. Iam is about three anda half miles from Ashbourne, and may 
be easily reached walking from that place, independent of the car- 
riages there to be had at any time. Just below the Izaak Walton the 
Manifold joins the Dove, which is a tributary very noted for its fishing, 
Rising near to Flash, it passes through Longnor, by Sheen, Warslow, 
and Wetton to Ilam; but some four or five miles from Ilam it is joined 
by the Hamps, coming from the direction of Caldon. Soon after their 
junciion the two, however, suddenly enter a cave, and for a distance 
of nearly two miles pursue a subterranean course underneath the 
limestone hills. Emerging near to Ilam Hall, the residence of Mr. 
R. W. Hanbury, they goon to the Dove, asjust described. __ 


Upon the Manifold, before its underground passage, and also upon © 


the Hamps, are some grand trout lengths, mostly in the hands of the 
private landowners, and from whom it is not difficult in many in- 
stances by respectable persons to get permission to fish. With the 
Izaak Walton so near, with its length of the Manifold and Dove, this 
is quite unnecessary 10 obtain ; but from Ilam Hall downward one 
side of the Manifold is strictly preserved by Mr. Hanbury, who occa- 
sionally grants permission to gentlemen staying in the district, The 
other side isin the hands of the Okeover Club, who have this along 
with about three and a half miles of the Dove, lying below the junc- 
tion and along by Okeover. The club is a small one, and consists of 
five members only, who pay an annual subscription of 412 12s,, and 
exercise the sole right themselves. Over the next three miles, which 
is by Ashbourne and towards Mayfield Station, on the North Staf- 
fordshire Railway, the Birdsgrove Club and private owners preside in 
about equal proportions. The former has an unlimited membership, 
and the annual subscription is £5 each. The latter grant ‘* private 
owner’s permits”’ in the majority of cases, which are to be had from 
them personally. 

Next comes the Norbury Club length, which is about four miles, 
and extends by Norbury towards Rocester. Thisis also known as the 
Dove Fishing Club, which number ten subscribers of 45 each, and 
they have reaily excellent fishing. What is known as the Rocester 
Water extends for some seven miles, and is open or thereabouts, The 
Earl of Shaftesbury has about two miles contiguous to Alton Towers, 
and he occasionally grants permission for a day to respectable appli- 
cants. Forsome miles after this the river is in the hands of private 


owners and tenants, who in some cases are generously disposed, — 


After this the water passes into the possession of Mr. Woodward, of 
Uttoxeter, and is known as the Uttoxeter length. This gentleman 
issues daily tickets at a merely nominal sum, and being contiguous to 
the town named, good and reasonable accommodation is to behad at 
the hotels, and the railway places it within easy reach. In this part 
the fishing is varied and excellent. From this point downwards the 
river is in the hands of private owners again, who, owing to the pre- 
sence of salmon, hold their claims very rigidly, and make their rights 
manifest in no small degree. This condition of things obtains right 
past Tutbury and to the mouth of the river itself, which is about ten 
miles distant. Besides this river and the streams mentioned, there 
are numerous notable brooks literally teemng with trout, such, for 
instance, as the Bradburn, the Brailsford, the Bentley, and the Long- 
ford brooks. There is also a pretty considerable stream called the 
Henmore, coming from the direction of Wirksworth, and passing 
through Ashbourne to Mayfield, which contains a capital supply of 
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trout, and permission to fish in almost all places is usually grant ed by 
the private owners to all respectable applicants. 

Leaving the Staffordshire side of the bridge, we enter the watershed 
of the Derwent, which contains a series of waters hardly less cele- 
brated than the limpid Dove, and, if anything, the more extensive. 
From source to mouth, the Dove meanders and rushes for sixty-three 
miles ; the Derwent for sixty-seven miles. High up on the Langset 
Moors, quite on the northern fringe of the county of Derby, and at 
the uppermost parts dividing that county from that of Yorkshire, the 
Derwent flows, a mere brook, joined by other mountain rivulets, until 
some seven or eight miles it is met by the Westend River on the one 
side and the Abbey Brook on the other. From this point it enters 
what is known as Derwent Dale, a picturesque yet wild locality, 
fringed by high hills called Derwent Edge, with Black Tor in it, rising 
nearly 1,800 feet from the sea’s level.. 

In Derwent Dale, nestled among the trees called Derwent Wood- 
lands, lies old old Derwent Hall, the shooting and angling residence 
of his Grace the Duke of Norfolk, who retains a length of the river 
at this point for the use of himself and friends. Here and upwards, 
and in the streams named, trout abound, and there may occasionally 
be obtained permission for an odd day or so. But the visiting angler 
will do well to make for the Ashopton Inn, at the bottom of this dale, 
and there he will find all he requires to his hand—capital sport, excel- 
Jent accommodation, and moderate charges, at the hands of host 
James Marsden. The Ashopton Inn lies about midway between 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, on the Manchester branch of the Midland, 
Glossop, on the Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincolnshire Railway, 
and Sheffield, on the main lines of both, about fifteen miles from 
each, It is rather awkward to reach, except from Sheffield, but from 
that town there is daily communication during the summer by ’bus 
and carriage, and during the year the place is visited by thousands of 
excursionists. At this point the Ashop joins the Derwent, formed of 
Ashop Clough and Alport Brook; and, like the brooks before men- 
tioned, contain many trout, permission to fish which may in some 
few cases be obtained from the owners and at the inn. The tickets 
supplied by Mr. Marsden are: for the season, 30s.; day tickets, 3s. 
each. From this point for some two miles, to Mytham Eridge and 
Sickleholm, are what are called the Bamford Waters, containing 
excellent trout, which are covered by the above-named tickets. 
Around this district are other houses where accommodation can be 
obtained, notably the Lady Rower hotel, on the Sheffield road, and 
from which also permission is obtained to fish a minor stream; the 
Anglers’ Rest, at Bamford; and the Marquis of Granby, at Sickle- 
holm. 

At Mytham Bridge the Derwent is joined by the river Noe, which 
comes from the lovely Vale of Edale. Rising high up in the 
wild moors fringing Kinder Scout (1,981 feet), the highest point of the 
peak, it ripples along through the interesting Hope Dale, by Hope 
and Castleton, joined by brooklets, draining the valleys formed by 
such heights as Main Tor, Loose Hill, Win Hill, &c. The River Noe 
is very celebrated for its trout, and so are the brooks running into it, 
particularly the Castleton and Bradwell brooks. Very nearly the 
whole of this fishing is in the hands of the Peak Forest Angling Club, 
who exercise the rights of the various owners almost entirely. No 
tickets are at the call of the public, but members may occasionally 
take friends. Odd owners may give permits, but they are difficult to 
obtain without an introduction. The Derwent from Yorkshire Bridge 
downwards is owned by many, but the fishing rights are exercised by 
the Derwent Fly-fishing Club. This is the oldest club on the river, 
and is rather limited in membership. They take great pains in the 
cultivation of trout, and breed extensively on its banks. The club 
was established about forty years ago, and many of the members are 
still living. Passing on, by Hathersay, and underneath Longshawe, 
the Duke of Rutland’s shooting-box, Froggatt Edge, &c., the 
the river reaches Calver. The length of this stretch is about 
ten miles, and among the most notable are the Stoke Hall waters. 

The Derwent for a long length here is owned by the Duke of Rutland, 
who gives the portion down to Calver Bridge to the Derwent Club. 
From Calver Bridge, through Baslow, and to the bridge at Rowsley, 
his Grace hands over to the Duke of Devonshire, who owns Chats- 
worth and the stream through the park and by Edensor, his rights, 
and the noble owner allows tickets to be issued from his hotels to 
anglers—notably, the Edensor Hotel, at Chatsworth, and the Peacock 
and the Wheatsheaf at Baslow. The distance is about seven miles, 
and is called the Chatsworth Fishery. Day tickets are issued at 
2s. 6d. each, as an attraction to the hotels, and can only be obtained 
by gentlemen using them. At each the accommodation is very good. 
The district is very interesting, and Chatsworth is the centre of at- 
traction of which the immortal Cotton sings :— 


“‘Environed round with nature’s shames and ills, 
Black heaths, wild rocks, bleak crags, and naked hills, 
And the whole prospect so informe and rude— 
Who is it but must presently conclude 
That this is Paradise, which seated stands 
In midst of deserts and of barren sands ? 
So a bright diamond would look if set 
In a wild socket of ignoble jet.” 


From the Peacock the prospect is really charming. Every accom- 
modation for families and anglers can be had from genial William B. 
Waud, thehost. His tariff for the angler is—bed-room and board, 
with use of coffee-room, 10s. 6d. per day. Baslow is four miles from 
Rowsley Station, on the Manchester branch of the Midland, to which 
*busses ply to meet trains; or it may be reached from Sheffield, twelve 
miles away, daily, by "busses, and the fashionable four-in-hand drag 
orcoach, specially tooledinthe interest of tourists. At Rowsleythe Der- 
went is joined by the Wye, another pretty considerable stream, which, 


. 


like the Dove, rises among the hills of Axe Edge, above Buxton. The 
first dale that it enters is Ashwood Dale, well known to the residents 
at and visitors to that inland summer retreat. The high road from 
Buxton to Bakewell passes beside the Wye, through Ashwood Dale, 
Chee Dale, and Miller’s Dale: in the midst of the latter there is also 
a station on the railway. The scenery around here is simply delight- 
ful, and well-nigh equals the best parts of the famed Dove Dale. 
About the locality there are several inns and roadside houses where 
the angler may fairly content himself—notably, the Railway Inn, at 
Miller’s Dale; the Chee Tor Tavern, at Thornhill; the Anglers’ 
Rest, at Wormhill, &c, Tideswell is a town affording good 
accommodation, and is not too far off, The water through 
these dales, and also through Wye Dale, below the pretty village 
of Cressbrook, is largely owned by Mr. F. W. Bagshawe, 
who resides at Wormhill Hall, and others who are not averse to occa- 
sionally give permission, particularly Mr. Manlove, a conservator of 
much angling, when judiciously approached. Through Monsal Dale 
and to Ashford there is capital angling, and good accommodation at 
the Devonshire Arms, at the latter place, kept by Mrs. Frost. The 
manner of approaching the owners of the fishery in these higker 
lengths are better learnt upon the spot, and, to prevent disappoint- 
ment, it is better still to make direct to the Rutland Arms, at Bake- 
well, or to the Peacock at Rowsley. From Ashford to Bakewell, three 
miles, the river passes through private grounds attached to Ashford 
Hall, the residence of Lord George Cavendish, M,P., and those of 
other gentlemen. Between Bakewell and Rowsley, three miles, the 
Wye passes the old baronial mansion of Hadden Hall, and is owned 
by the Duke of Rutland. From Bakewell Bridge to Fillyford Bridge 
his Grace allots the angling to the hotels named at Bakewell and at 
Rowsley, and tickets are issued from them ina similar manner to 
what is done on the Chatsworth waters. The length between Filly- 
ford Bridge and Rowsley, and called Rowsley Meadow, is reserved by 
the Duke, and his Grace’s agent, R. W. M. Nesfield, Esq., of Bake- 
well, issues tickets to resident gentry and a few other applicants. 
Joining thisreachjust below the bridgeisthe still more choice Lathkill, 
which, with its tributary Bradford, form what are called ‘‘ the pre- 
served waters,’’ which are kept strictly for the Duke’s private friends, 
and to fish which direct application has to be made to his Grace per- 
sonally. Walton, Cotton, and others have highly prized this fishing, 
and that of the Wye here about. Returning to the Derwent, we have, 
after the Chatsworth waters, those of the Darley Club, given by the 
Duke of Rutland as far as Darley + but these waters extend, it is un- 
derstood, as far as Matlock Bath Bridge, and visitors may fish down 
from Darley Bridge on payment of 2s, a day ; but some portion of one 
side is understood to be free. Particulars as to this may be obtained 
from the hotel and angling resorts immediately adjoining. It is a 
capital fly water and well stocked. Among the chiet hotels here may 
be mentioned the New Bath Hotel at the Bath, and the Gate at 
the Bank, the less noted places for accommodation being the Grouse 
at Darley Dale, the Square and Compass at Darley Bridge, the White 
Lion at Starkholmes, &c. There are also hydropathic establishments 
and other health resorts in the district. The river in this reach passes 
through the picturesque Darley Dale and Matlock Dale. Below is 
Cromford Dale, and, if anything, more interesting still. From Mat- 
lock to Whatstandwell Bridge the river passes round by Willersley 
Castle and Lea Hurst, the residences respectively of the Arkwrights 
and Miss Florence Nightingale. Frederick Arkwright, Esq., owns 
most of the angling upon this length, and permission to fish in this 
water, which is about Cromford Bridge, and in places becomes deep 
water, and affords excellent sport, may occasionally be obtained from 
him and other owners. 

The Greyhound is the chief hotel at Cromford, At Whatstandwell, 
close to the station, there is an angling house, the Bull’s Head, and 
good sport may be got in the same manner quite down to Ambergate, 
another station, and a junction on the Midland, and at which is an 
hotel having good accommodation. In this district the trout becomes 
scarcer from the presence of pike. The river Amber here enters the 
Derwent, and comes down from the hills above Ashover, passing that 
place, South Wingfield, and Pentrich, There isa good deal of trout 
in this stream, and the brooks running into it chiefly in private hands, 
and notwithstanding the poachings and other depredations of the 
colliery districts, it survives to afford good sport in places, chiefly in 
the lower reaches near Amktergate. From here the Derwent flows 
deeply and gracefully through Belper, Duffield, and on to Derby, and 
from thence through Borrowash to join the Trent at Sawley. In the 
neighbourhood of Belper, and for five or six miles, really what is 
worth visiting of this lower portion is owned by Mr. C. H. Strutt, of 
Bridge Hill, Belper, and an extensive owner in the locality. It is not 
exactly out of the range of possibility for the gentleman angler to get 
permission in these waters, but the probability is, unless he hasa 
good introduction to Mr. Strutt, he will be refused. From Mr. Strutt’s 
water to Derby there are points where angling is possible and fairly 
remunerative, and some of it is in private hands, but there is nothing: 
worth the while of a stranger. Below Derby there used to exist a 
club which preserved a considerable length on either side of Borrow- 
ash, but of late nothing has been heard of it or its members away 
from the locality itself. Probably the rising town of Derby and its 
increased sewage may have something to do with this silence. 

As has already been pointed out, trout and grayling abound in 
these dales, but trout more especially. The latter are the brown or 
common trout (sa/mo fario), but of a variety peculiarly its own— 
rather small, but game and sprightly to a degree. Coming chiefly 
off the limestone formation of that side of the Peak hills, and from 
the sandstones on the other, the water is exceedingly pure, and as it 
rumbles along over its gravelly and pebbly beds it coats the stony 
path with the dark vegetable matter and stains which give it its well 
known dove and woodland shades. ‘There is nothing very particular 
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about this trout for the angler, but its sprightliness tends to improve 
his pleasure, and in some parts, the supply of insect life being great 
in the way of flies, they give him an exceedingly lively time of it. 
The present essay is too short to deal with the scientific peculiarities 
ofthe district ; but as a guide to those who would wish to make ita 
study, we would recommend a little posthumous work of David Foster, 
of Ashbourne, the Walton of the present century. Foster was a 
naturalist as well as an angler, and this little book, edited hy his sons— 
which, by the way, is far on in its second edition—gives some of the 
most sensible and valuable information tobe got anywhere. Few men 
were better informed, and his life-long experiences, not only of this 
district, but of others, are well worthy the possession. From the 
“ Scientific Angler”? the reader will gain all he requires about flies and 
other baits and tackle. The sons still supply tackle, &c., on the Ash- 
bourne side, as well as give valuable advice. On the other side there isa 
“character” little less known, whose acquaintance with the Derby- 
shire streams and their fish is most intimate; and rightin the centre 
is another, all of whom make angling and anglers’ wants a study. 
The district cannot, indeed, be left without a reference to John 
Llewellyn Young, of Sheffield; the Messrs. Foster, of Ashbourne; 
and our friend George G. Eaton, of Starkholmes, near Matlock Bath, 
Of these the necessary trout licences of the Trent Fishery District 
may be had. Besides trout, there is the dainty grayling (Zzymallus 
vulgaris), but, unlike the trout, they are not to be found in the 
higher lengths of the streams. Grayling inhabit the Dove from 
Rocester to Dove Dale, but more prolificly; whilst on the Derwent 
they are found from Ambergate to near Hathersage, where, near to 
Yorkshire Bridge, there is a natural weir across the river, and over 
which they do not go; and on the Wye they are found to Monsal 
Dale. As to how they got particularly into those parts there is 
much dispute, but at Darley and at Norbury there were ancient 
abbeys, and probably the old monks had more to do with their 
introduction than most writers give them credit for. Salmon do not 
inhabit the Derwent, probably owing to the disagreeable acquaint- 
ance with Derby they would be bound to get in passing; but they 
enter the Dove, as has been mentioned, and proceed as far as 
Rocester, where, however, exists a senseless weir, which neither they 
nor any other fish can mount, Pike exist rather too prolificly 
on the Derwent, near to Whatstandwell and Cromford, and many 
other fish of the coarser kinds live in the lower waters of the Derwent 
and Dove; but the upper waters of the rivers and brooklets are sacred 
to trout and grayling alone. 





ROD AND LINE FISHING IN THE SERPENTINE, HYDE 
PARK; THE ROUND POND, KENSINGTON GARDENS; 
AND THE WATERS IN REGENT’S PARK; AND OTHER 
REMINISCENCES, 


AMONG my numerous cards of permissions to angle, I find one for 
the Serpentine, dated 1864, and signed, ‘“‘ Adolphus, Ranger,” the 
present Duke of Cambridge. These permissions were not freely 
granted at the time, but some years before the Serpentine was drawn 
off and the mud removed the general public had free leave to fish the 
Hyde Park portion of the lake, tickets having to be secured for the 
Kensington Gardens side as before; but the rough element, chiefly 
from Paddington, interfered so much with the comfort of the pedes- 
trians as to cause H.R.H. to stop the free angling altogether. I have 
seen more than a hundred anglers at the same time near the Bridge, 
this being the best place for carp, bream, and eels; but their lan- 
guage and general conduct was intolerable, and | therefore fear that 
H.R H. will never grant free leave to the public again, and doubt 
very much whether special permissions will be issued as before. 

The best time for fishing in Kensington Gardens was before 8 in 
the morning or in the evening, the morning being the most advan- 
tageous as then there were but few persons about; but nowadays the 
Gardens are always so full of ladies, nurses, children, &c., that the 
gerd ” holder of an angling permit would have a very bad time 
of if, 

No one was ever allowed to angle in the Round Pond, as it would 
have interfered with the comforts of the Palace residents and the 
higher classes, who resorted to that pretty portion of the Gardens. 

Special permission used to be granted for the Regent’s Park waters 
before it was emptied and the depth lessened, after the terrible 
skating accident, in which so many Jost their lives. Some of the fish 
have been returned to the Serpentine and Regent’s Park waters, and, 
doubtless, have much increased in numbers, and there could be no 
harm in allowing respectable people permission as heretofore. 

I only fished once in the Regent’s Park water, and that was from 
York Gate Bridge fifty years ago, At that time, George the Fourth’s 
reign, none of the public were allowed to even enter the park. The 
school I went to was in the Savoy, Strand, some distance from my 
home, and I, like other boys, took my cold dinner with me, and en- 
joyed the playground in the usual hour’s interval. One of my school- 
fellows, as ardent an angler as myself, told me of fine perch to be 


caught from the bridge, and one fine day we took to our heels and | 


ran all the way to York Gate. Our hand-lines, the hooks baited with 
worms, were soon in the water. My companion caught a fine perch, 
I did likewise, and just as I was hauling in another large one I re- 
ceived a tremendous box on the ear, which grounded me, with the 
accompaniment in words, ‘‘ You young rascal, how dare you fish 
here ?” from a portly, grey-headed, old gentleman, who also seized 
my line. { jumped to my feet, snatched pp my second perch, and, 
with my friend, bolted back jo the school, where we arrived just in 
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-however, like to see something more of the place before I expressed 
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time for the first lessons. After school we showed our fish to the 
other boys and the master, who could hardly credit our having gone 
the distance there and back and caught three fish in about an hour’ 
and a quarter, and we two boys were looked up to by the others after 
having performed such a feat. : 

Note.—Wherever ducks are fed there is sure to be plenty of fish, 
The water-fowl do not get all that is thrown to them, and the rest 
sinks to the bottom, acting as an excellent ground-bait. 

I have a card for the Surrey Canal Docks dated 1846, and have 
caught good perch there. Doubtless, there is good fishing still to be 
had, but I am told no leave is now granted. ‘ 

Another time I got into trouble was at Chalk Farm, which, like 
the Welsh Harp of the present time, was a resort for pic-nic parties, 
&c. There was a large pond attached, and my friend persuaded me 
to go there one half-holiday. We had caught several perch, and, — 
in the midst of our sport, down came the son of the proprietor. He 
snatched my bamboo rod from my hand, broke it into pieces across 
his knee, and chased us over the field. My friend, being the bigger — 
boy, escaped through the hedge; but I, alas! was caught, and gota 
caning with my own rod for fishing without payment. Chalk Farm : 
is now, like Ball’s Pond, covered with bricks and mortar. 4 


22, Hyde Park Place. T. R. SACHS. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


—_——_ — 


By L. B. 


THE adjourned special meeting of the Fisheries Society was held at 
the Star and Garter, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C., on Monday evening, 
July 30. The principal business was the completion of the revisal of 
the rules, a copyof which, when printed, will be sent to every club 
connected with the society. But by far the most important business was — 
the tendering by Mr. T. Hoole of his resignation of the post of secretary, 
which he has held since the founding of the society. The resignation ~ 
was accepted, with an expression of regret from several gentlemen 
present, and the vote ofthanks usual on these occasions, Itis apity — 
one is not able to add that Mr. Hoole’s resignation was simply the — 
result of pressure of business, and it is to be hoped the unappreciat- 1 
ing, unkindly feeling shown towards him and several of his colleagues 
from the West Central Association will make room for a better state 
of things, otherwise it is not difficult to forsee the early disintegra- ‘ 
tion of a society which might be made a means to great and useful ~ 
ends, : ; 
Two friends and self have been having a couple of days’ angling at % 
Maldon, in Essex, but the results were not very grand. I should, ' 
¢ 


an opinion about it, or pretend to give my brother rodsters contem- 
plating a visit any hints likely to prove useful. ; 
q 


bass fishing in the pages of the FISHING GAZETTE, and very interest- 
ing and amusing they are to allofus, whatever may be our differences — 
of opinion anent the advisability of introducing this all-devouring — 
cannibal into our own waters; but what we don’t know is what our — 
American cousins think of roach fishing—eminently the coarse-fish 
anglers’ piece de resistance throughout England. The following lines, — 
therefore, taken from my friend, Mr. Sidney Creed’s letter, recently — 
received, may prove of interest :— | 
‘So the angling season 1883 and ’84 has fairly begun, and Tam ~ 
pleased to say I celebrated it by having half a day’s fishing last 
Saturday. A friend and myself went toa fresh pond some little way out 
of Boston, a ride of about thirty minutes on the horse cars. The 
pend is finely situated, and covers about 150 acres. We took a boat, 
and whilst my friend rowed I spun with the minnow, and took some | 
white perch. It was atreat, I can tell you, to feel the jokers after 
laying one’s rods by for solongatime. After that we had a try om 
shore, and I discovered where the roach were, and in about four hours 


We occasionally get sume very graphic records of American black i 









another go at this pond before long, and will faithfully record all takes | 
in future. By Jove! though, you should have seen the fine tackle we 
fished with ; it would have made an old Lea fisherman envious. My 
friend’s line was common silk line with only a sinker attached. Mine 
was rigged a Za long-faced style! Yes, for the fine quill float Thad — 
a jack pilot and the usuallead. Gad! how they bit; float would go 
like a shot. So you can guess I lost considerable. Next time! 4 
shall try and get the right sort of tackle, and if I don’t land some of 
those roach it won’t be my fault.” - 


The usual meeting of the West Central Association’s Working — 
Committee will be held at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, — 
Marylebone Road, on Friday evening, August the 3rd, Business Ole | 
importance will be brought forward, and it is hoped there will be a 
good muster of commitieemen. ; 

From Mr. T. Hoole I am in receipt of the following :— i ‘$i, 

Re Railway Concession, London and North-Western Railway.— 
‘(Tn future anglers’ cheap tickets will be issued from Broad Street, 
Euston, Chalk Farm, and Kensington only to the following stations + 
—Watford Junction, Rickmanworth, King’s Langley, Boxmoor, 
Tring, St. Alban’s, Bedford, and Sandy, as heretofore.” : ; 

Re Railway Privilege Tickets,—-Mr. Hoole will be much obliged if 
secretaries, when ordering tickets, will please put their addresses and 
name of club always, iT } 
; ’ 


~ 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. . 

Mr. Moir, roach and bream from Dagenham, 3} 1b.; Mr. Lewis, roach from 
the Arun, 2 1lb.; Mr. Harding, perch, 144 oz, roach, 1 lb. q_0z., dace, 
3 1b. 14 0z.; Mr. Partrick, roach, 3-lb. 125 oz., bream, 6 lb. 11 0z., perch, 
6 oz., dace, 3 oz.; Mr. Robertson, sen., dace. Mr. Partrick won Mr. F. 
Plumstead’s prize, a tea-service. Gross weight of fish duriog the month, 42 1b. 
Mr. Harding won Mr, Taylor’s prize, value 10s. Heaviest one dace, 8 oz.— 
T. WORLEDGE. - 


ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Only a few of our members were out on the 29th ult., the following weighing 
in:—Mr. D. Liston, dace and roach; Mr. T. Bowling, bream, 2 lb. 83 oz. ; 
Mr. W. Hale, dace; Mr. Shakel, bream, 3 1b, 12} oz.; Mr. J. Bowling, 
bream, 2 1b. 9} 0z. A peg-down match will take place at Addlestone, on the 
19th inst., for six valuable prizes.—D. Davis, sec. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of §5s., 
- annnal subscription, from Mr. J. Mann, Hoxton Brothers’ Angling Society ; 
and §s., donation, from Mr. Hobden, Hammersmith United Angling Society. 
—R, GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY “ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following memhers of this club weighed in fish on the 31st. ult. ;—Mr. 
W. Edwards, jack, and some rare dace from the Colne; Mr. G. Edwards, ditto ; 
Mr. W. Stockman, roach ; Messrs. H. Martin, H. W. Payne, G. Anstiss, 
G. Mumford, and C. Hedges, all fish from the Thames. Mr. H. Ford, jack, 
roach and dace from the Lea. Mr. T. Smith had some bream, but declined to 
weigh.—A. SAMPSON, hon. sec. 

BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The show of fish on the 29th ult. at this club was very poor compared with 
the past six weeks. A good number cf members went out, but many returned 
with empty baskets. Mr. J. Whitmore weighed in roach from Pulborough ; 
Mr, C. Lamb, roach and dace from the Stort ; and Mr. F. Newton a very nice 
carp from Weybridge.—T. G. WALKzr. 

- P~.S —Since writing the above I hear that we should have had some good 
roach from Messrs, Hastings and Son but for an accident on the line at Angel 
Road Station, G. E. Rw 


“CENTRAL ASSOCIATION 'OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
The next delegate meeting wil take place on Friday, August 10.—J. FitcH, 
sec. ; 





CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in on the 29th ult. ;—Mr. Clarkson, roach and 
perch from Amberley, 3 1b. 1 oz., one perch, 1 1b. 14.0z. ; Mr. Chambers, bream 
and roach from Amberley, 3 lb. 4 0z.; and Mr. Plumstead, sen., also had bream 
and roach from Amberley; Mr. Castell, roach and bream from Dagenham, 
21b. goz.; Mr. Nitz, bream from the Harp ; and Mr. Davis, roach from the 
Lea,—Cas. ca 
CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. : 

Only a few members of this club were out on July 29th, and the takes were 
not great. Mr. Jelliman had some nice roach; Mr. Turner had bream; Mr. 
Ward, roach and perch. This club received a return visit of the Central 
Association on Monday last. Mr. R. Stebbings in the chair. Nine clubs 
were represented, and harmony was continued till a late hour.—J. W. 
Powez, sec, 

COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

' The members of this club fished their second match of the season on July 29, 
at Bourne End. The first prize was taken by Mr. Stead, who had anice show 
of roach and dace ; Mr. Sharland took second and Mr. Evans third prize, also 
with roach and dace; Mr. Reeves was fortunate enough to secure fourth prize 
‘with a small jack.—C. REEVES, sec. 





; CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On the 29th ult. we had a grand show of fish at our head quarters, the Crown 
Tavern, Clerkenwell Green, the following members weighing in some good 
specimen fish :—Mr. Wilcockson, rudd, perch, and tench; Mr. F. Long, 
bream; Mr. W. Long, tench, largest fish weighing 2}1b.; Mr. L. Gorsuch, 
dace; Mr. W. Aitridge, perch; Mr. J. Attridge, dace; and a friend, Mr. 
Thompkins, perch. Messrs. Neagus, J. Welch and Penn had about 12 lb. of 
mixed fish from the Stort, but did not arrive in time on account of an accident 
on the line at Waltham. The following gentlemen are the winners of the 
July prizes :—Mr. Johnson won Mr. Saddler’s prize, Mr, Neagus won a Club 
prize, Mr. Wilcockson won Mr. Penn’s prize, Mr. W. Long won a club 
prize, Mr. L. Gorsuch won Mr. Wright’s prize, and Mr. J. Attridge won a 
Club prize. Mr. T, Welch gives a prize for the largest bream taken in August, 
and Mr, Neagus gives a prize for the gross weight of perch taken in August.— 
W. A. BurwasH, jun., sec. 


EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few members were out this. week, but those that did go were well 
rewarded. Messrs. Bennett and Massey contributed to the show some very nice 
roach and bream from Amberley, but we hope to have a better report next 
week, as Sunday and Bank Holiday count as one day. If Mr. Smith, sen. 
(of the South-Eastern Piscatorials), will call at the above society’s meeting 
house on any week day meeting night, he can be accommodated by a member 
to fish him for £5. side (as he wishes).—J, H. Hopxrns, hon. sec. 


GLOBH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A spirited contest took place on July 29th between several of our members, 

it being the last day fora special monthly priza for the gross weight of roach. 

In the end the honour fell to Mr. Charles Russell, with 10 1b. 30z. The 

following meinbers also weighed in roach and bream: Messrs. H. Jeffries, J. 

Titmus, D. Thomas, J. Ballard, W. J. Davies, 8. Howell, S. Orrow 4 F, 

_Lawren, J. J. Holmes, and C. Russell.—Josu. J. Horas, sec. 








GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The followmg members won prizes fished for on the 29th ult,, at Amberley ; 
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—ist, E. Young, 8 lb. 2 oz.; 2nd, G. Watling, 6 lb. 13 0z.; 3rd, S. Magar, 
3 lb. 4 0z.; 4th, J. Fitch, 3 lb. 12 oz. (one roach, 1 1b. 13 oz.); 5th, S.Baker, 
3 lb. 11 oz.; 6th, W. Parkins, 3 1b. to0z.; 7th, F. Tucker, 1 1b. ro oz. ; 8th, 
J. K. Fitch, 1 1b. 7 oz. Total weighed in, 42 Ib. 7 oz.—J. Frrcu, sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At our meeting on Monday last much satisfaction was felt at the report of 
the secretary on the extraordinary catches of bream and roach, bream at 
Ormsby and Fritton, and roach of 2 and 3 Ib. on the Bure; the fishing being 
now very promising indeed, It is proposed during August to have one week’s 
angling for gross weight by members of the society, which will be accepted by 
our London members with p'easure. - By making it a week it will enable many 
members who cannot always get from business on any particular.day named 
for a contest, but who might be able to go on another day, ard so be in the 
contest. The definite arrangements wil!, no doubt, be made at our next meet- 
ing, when I willat once report them to your paper for information to those at 
a distance.—J. LARK, sec, 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a very large attendance of members and friends at the ordinary 
meeting of this society on Tuesday last, at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Basing- 
hall Street, the chair being taken by Mr. Bates. The minutes having been 
disposed of, Mr. Field was unanimously elected a delegate to the Central 
Association of London Angling Clubs, and Dr. Chance was also unanimously 
elected a member of the society. Mr. Crumplen reported that he had received 
an offer of some forty or fifty tench, all of considerable size, for the society's 
private water at Waltham. This offer was very gratefully accepted, and Mr. 
Crumplen was requested to convey the hearty thanks of the society to the 
donor, Mr. R. T. Thomas was proposed as a member of the society, and 
the ballot fixed for the 14th prox. The secretary was directed to express the 
thanks of the members to Professor Brown Goode for a copy of the catalogues 
of the American exhibits in the International Fisheries Exhibition which he 
had very kindly sent. The chairman then introduced the Rev. J. Walker to 
the meeting, and called upon him to read his paper on ‘‘ Paterpvostering for 
Perch inthe Upper Thames,’’ Mr, Walker, in a most able, instructive, and 
amusing paper, dealt with this form ofangling from every aspect, claiming that . 
it was essentially the contemplative man’s pastime. To those who wished to 
succeed in it his advice was ‘* Keep cool, dodge the winds, and take your time,’ 
advice which, if carefully attended to, would, he felt, certainly result in the 
making of a very pleasant acquaintance, lasting the lifetime of one of the parties 
interested. The discussion which followed was taken part in by the chairman, 
Captain Alfred, and Messrs. Sachs, Wheeldon, Lake, Crumplen, and others; 
and Mr, Walker having replied to the points raised by the several speakers, 
a very cordial and hearty vote of thanks was, on the motion of Mr, Chambers, 
seconded by Captain Alfred, unanimously accorded tohim. Mr. Wheeldon 
then favoured the meeting witb a very interesting and laughable description of 
his1ecent visit to the North, and in conjunction with Mr, R. Walker and several 
other members, lent valuable assistance in the social portion of the evening. A 
vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to Mr. Bates for his services in the 
chair. The society will meet as usual on Tuesday next, when it is expected 
some good takes of fish will be upon the tables. The question of giving a 
prize to be fished for wi'l also be brought forward.—H. ' 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Thursday, July 26, Mr. Johnson had roach and dace from Kingston, and 
Mr. Inman bream and roach from Wimbledon Lake; Mr. Hobden got a nice 
lot of bream and chub fromthe Ouse. On the 28th, Mr. Allder weighed in 
roach and dace from Kew; Mr. Geen had a good bag from Eynsham, in which 
were four dace of r lb, 55 0z., the heaviest 10} 0z. On the 2oth, Messrs. 
Lewis and Reynolds had bleak and dace from Brentford, Messrs. Allder and 
Burbidge roach and dace from Kew, and Mr. Peachy roach, dace, and perch 
from Henley. Next Monday (Bank Holiday) the members will compete for 
prizes in the society’s water at Esher, when it is expected that heavy baskets 
will be made.—ARGUS. 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Good shows were again the order of the day—or rather evening-—on the 
29th ult., among others being Mr. A. Fish, 9 lb. bream and roach; Mr. R. 
Ford, 81b. roach and dace; Mr. J. Holt, 61b. roach; Mr. C. Walford, 54 1b. 
roach, perch, and dace. Last Wednesday was our general meeting, at which 
a lot of business was done, the principal being the annual dinner, which it was 
decided to have at Mr. H. Ratley, Cricketers’ Inn, near Arundel, Amberley, 
Sussex, on the 31st of August.—C, J. Mizuie. 





HIGHBURY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

The trays of this society were well furnished on the 29th ult., with a grand 
assortment of the finny ‘ribe. The following members weighed in:—Mr. C. 
Lewis, a very pretty trout, scaling over 31b., also roach, dace, perch, and 
gudgeon, from the Thames, securing a very valuable prize given by Mr. 
Ricketts for the gross weight. Mr, Anthony, bream, from the Welsh Harp; 
Mr. Payne, roach, and Mr. Arnold, roach, from the Thames ; Mr. McDermott 
and Mr. C. Rose, perch, roach, and gudgeon, from the Lea; Mr. Shipley, 
roach ; Mr. Higley, roach; Mr. S. Howell and the secretary, bream, from the 
Welsh Harp. Two other prizes were won by Mr. Anthony during the month, 
given by Mr. Page and Mr. Chas. Otway. A very spirited contest is anticipated 
on the 5th and 6th inst., the total of the two days’ sport being recorded for 
several excellent prizes given for the heaviest weights of all fish,—JAs. EDwp. 
WHEATLEY, sec. 





HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had but few fish on the 29th ult., Mr. Osborne having 25 lb. roach from 
Norwich; Mr. A. Brockett, bream from Dagenham; Messrs. J. Morgan, W. 
Cooper, and others having roach from the Lea; Mr. J. Romer, rudd, and Mr. 
S. Gillett, tench. Several other members had fish, but were prevented reaching 
London till the club house was closed.. The members will fish for prizes on the 
sth inst., in the Stort, between Roydon Lock and Harlow Lock. The 
annual dinner will take place at the Rye House on the 26th inst. —R. GHURNEFY. 


ISAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There has been a little more activity this week among the members of our 
club, but there has not been an increasing weight of fish, for the weather here 
has been cold, considering that the month of July is nearly out. I, wanting 
something to do, and another member were induced to take a stroll to 
an old haunt of 25 years, to see if there was anyone living there now of the 
name of Esox Lucius, although, as I observed in my last, I considered it quite 
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my remarks, for after a few 


a month too soon, and the result quite justified ; 
beautiful fish just under 9 lb. 


throws, I succeeded in bringing to grass a most ) 
«All right,’? says my friend, “you’re a beauty. Load up your pipe, 
Charley, and have another go, while they are at home.” ‘ Very well,” says 
I; so I did—grasses another, but what I had prognosticated, an indifferently 
fed fish of about 61b., and far from being in condition, for had he remained 
another month he would nearly have equalled his predecessor in misfortune. I 
should have returned him to have fattened a bit, if it had been possible ; but, 
unfortunately f r him, I was fshing with that deadly gorge. Well, after that, 
my friend and I retired to that fine little snuggery, the Railway Inn, to have a 
chat and a pipe with the liveliest of hosts. Perhaps it will not be out of place 
to let some of our London angling friends know of the accommodation they 
may expect from our host and his most comely little wife. Every comfort, 
every wish is studied to make anglers comfortable; and what anglers 
more particularly complain of—heavy charges—here you will find the 
charges of the most reasonable nature. As to the fishing, there is upwards of 
two miles of free fishing with pike; bream very fine. Roach, chub, perch, 
dace. and all other kinds of fresh-water fish, with the exception of trout and 
grayling. The water varies in depth from 6 to 20 feet. There were being 
offered while I was there bream of 64 lb. for 2s., caught by the natives with a 
withy stick and rope. One individual caught three a few days ago, weighing 
18 Ib., the three within two hours, so that there is no lack of fish fur those that 
make this their especial sport. Anglers from London could reach Defford, 
leaving St. Pancras for Birmingham, from Birmingham to Defford, only chang- 
ing at Birmingham. The fare, with anglers’ privileges, would be about, I think, 
gs. The hostelry is about two hundred yards from the station, and the water 
about the same distance. If there are any of our angling friends in want of a 
real week’s fishing at a very moderate expenditure, let them come and see friend 
Rammell and his buxom wife, and see if I have exaggerated either the sport or 
the accommodation, having experience as an angler for 20 years. ‘The trout 
baskets come in but very slow ; the cold weather seems to have completely 
settled fly fishing this season, for I have not seen half-a-dozen fly fishers, and 
not a good fish taken with the fly. Thesalmon nets are having a very good 
season. Up to this date, they have taken more fish than has been taken for 
fifteen years.—C. PRIcE, hon. sec. 


JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. Henry Hewett, fishing at Hampton, cauyht on Friday last dace, 410. 80z., 
aud eleven roach, weighing 6 lb. 40z.; Mr. Arthur Hewett, same place and 
time, dace, 5 lb. 7 oz., and fourteen roach, 5 lb. 15 oz.; Mr. H. Osborne, at 
Shepperton, roach, 4 Ib. 2 oz., dace, 8 lb. 74 oz; Mr. T. Jenkins, roach, 
5 lb.40z., and dace, 71b. 20z._ All these fish were a very good size. Mr. F. 
Chauntler, at Weybridge, had seven nice bream, weighing 22 lb. 4 oz., and 
two chub, caught the following day at Shepperton, 4 lb. 3 0oz.; Mr. A. H. 
Hewett, fishing yesterday at Hampton, caught fifteen roach, 6 1b. 2 oz., and 
dace, 5]b. 103 oz, ALY. H. BISLEy, hon. sec. 








KINGSLAND BROTAERS’ ANGLING SOCIKTY. 

Ihave not much to report this week, Messra Kirtland, Goodchild, Cant, 
and Burton exhibiting roach and dace, barbel, and eels, Mr. Burton having one 
scaling over 2]b. Several good prizes have been recently presented to the 
society, to be fished for during the present season, besides those provided by 
the socie'y. All that is wanting now is for members to come aud win them. 
Any gentlemen wishing to join, [ shall be most happy to meet them as the 
Club House, Mortimer Arms, Mortimer Road, Kingsland, any Thursday or 
Sunday evening at 9 p.m.—H. SEwe11, sec. 








KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 

The 29th ult being the last day for Mr. Weatherhead's prize, some good 
shows were weighed in by the following members :—Mes-rs. Bronsgrove, Cecil, 
Pearce, Sewel, E. Saunders, ©. Saunders, Abrams, Stonebridge, and Dutton, 
the last named being the winner after a very close contest, all the above 
showing up well —W. DuTTon, sec. 


PHENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Slater, of the above society. has been well amongst the finny tribe Jast 
week. He managed to weigh in 851b. 2}0z. of fish, consisting of bream, 
roach, perch, and rudd, in splendid condition and very fair in size; Mr. Keen 
some verynice bream, roach, and perch, turning the scale at 18lb.; Mr. 
Piitchard some very nice dace and gudgeon, the largest dace weighing 6 oz., 
from the Thames. The members that fished Amberley shared very badly indeed, 
only 180z. amongst five good fishermen We expect to have a very grand 
show of fish on Monday, August 6th, as most of the members will be out to 
their new-found out places.—J. G. 

Aug. I a= 
QUEEN'S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out in full strength on July 29th, to fish for prizes at Dagen+ 
ham Lake, but we met with very poor sport. The successful members were Mr. 
Hodges, 1st; Mr. F. Barrett, 2nd; Mr. M. Chick, 3rd; Mr. A. Barrett 4th; 
and Mr. Hart, 5th. We went by road, starting from our new club house, the Black 
Bull, in one of Mr. Skelton’s pleasure vans, of Princess Road, Notting Hill. Mr. 
Skelton took us there and back very comfortably and reasonably. With all 
our bad sport, we one and all enjoyed ourselves A 1.—L. WALFORD, sec. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this society have been competing for prizes during the past 
month. Mr. Grant succeeded in taking the first prize, a tackle case, value 
Ios. 6d., given by Mr. Halmon; Mr. Hotham landed the second, a gallon jar 
of pickles, given by Mr Arnsby. The following prizes are offered for com- 
petition on 6th inst. :— First, a gallon of pickles, given by Mr. Arnsby; second, 
a set of iron saucepans; third, a set of shoe brushes. Conditions: go where, 
and fish how, you like; bar ‘‘silver’? hooks. The following prizes are kindly 
given by Mr. G. Lee for competition among the members during the next three 
months ;—First, a silver watch, value 42 2s.; second, roach rod and tackle, 
pa 6d.; third, jack rod and tackle, £1 1s. ; fourth, copper kettle, ros. 6d, 
—FIXIE 

P.S.—If Mr F. Daie has lost my private adcress, would he be kind enough 
to forward to the society's headquarters the result of the competition that took 


en! at Broxbourne, on the 15th of last March? By doing so he will much 
oblige. 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOOIETY. 
Our show onthe 29th ult. was not so good as in previous weeks, the follo wing 
members weighing in:—Mr. Jones, bream and roach; Mr. W.S. Woodhead 
bream; Mr. Hart, roach; Mr. Manning, bream; Mr, Morris, bream; Mr. 


Ballard, roach ; and Mr. Spencely, roach. Mr.S. Jones succeeded in captur- 
ing two prizes this month (July), one for gross weight of roach given by Mr, 
T. Keyme, and the other for finest show of roach or bream, given by Mr. O, 
Lloyd.—W. S Woopueap, ‘ec. 


SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


a tue ool 


The South London United will visit this society on the 13th inst., at their 


headquarters, the George and Dragon, Camberwell Road. Members and 
friends of the unity that can make it convenient to attend are respectfully 
invited, —PIXxIE. 


STANLEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The subjoined figures give the particulars of the concluding catch of tench 
from Swindon by members of our society. This last take was by Mr. D. M. 
Humby, last Thursday week, and weighed as follows :—3 Ib. 14 0z., 3 Ib. Bt 0Z., 
31h. 72 0z., 3 Ib. 72 oz., 31lb. 72 oz. 3 1b. 6} 02z., 3 }b., 2b, 8f.0z., 21b. 63 07., 
21b. 1}02.,21b.30z, 21b. 10z, 1 1b. 143 oz.—total, 371b.g0z. This 
makes the total weight of tench taken by the members of this society since 
July 4th, 371 lb. 14 oz. Truly a great haul has been got. Mr. U. F. Pistrucci 
has also weighed in a nice show of roach.—G. EK. W. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2gth ult. Mr. C. Martin weighed in roach and dace, Mr. A. Fring 
roach and perch, and T. Gretton bream. The third annual dinner takes place 
on August 12th at the Pied Bull, St. Margaret’s, Herts. We hope to 
have the company of some old friends on this occasion. Those intending to be 
present will inform the secretary not later than August 8th —THos. GRETTON. 

THE LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our luck is still on the wrong side. On the 29th ult., Messrs. Petrie, 
Graham, E. Barr, and T. Watts had some nice fish, but still, nothing like the 
quantity we should like to see on our trays. Last night (Wednesday) we had 
our general return visit on the Eastern List, and nineteen clubs were repre- 
sented. We had a jolly evening; there was plenty of talent and music. 
Messrs. Deacon, Linch, Titmus, Parsons, E. Barr (with his banjo), and others 
added to the harmony of the evening. Mr. J. Pipe officiated well as chairman, 
and Mr. B. Graham as vice. —W. Brown, sec. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIEIYs 

The time-honoured custom of this old-established society to have a summer 
outing and a summer dinver is stil maintwined in all its integrity and spirit. 
It has occasionally shifted the locality and gathered the members and friends 
together at Maidenhead, Chertsey, and Hampton, but it generally settles down 
again to the old and favourite quarters of the Ship Hotel, Lower Ha!liford, 
where the catering of Mr. and Mrs. Stone cannot possibly be surpassed. It 
was on one of these occasions that a casting competition took place on 





Halliford Green. when several well-known Thames anglers competed, several - 


of whom have since whetted their last line; but games of some kind or other 
are still practised, such as cricket and trap ball and others go a-fishing. 
Amongst the latte* on this occasion were Messrs. M. H. Blamey and Mr. J. 
Ross Faulkver, who re’urned to the scene of the dinner after a day’s fishing 
with David Hackett at Shepperton, with a fine show of forty-eight barbel, 
weighing 741b. Wednesday in last week was the day selected for this year’s 
outing, and as it happened to be on the day of netting one of thz reservoirs at 


Sunbury Mr. T. Spreckley, who is a member of the society, brought up with him 


a splendid show of roach as a sample of the fish they had been turning into the 
river. 
in increasing the stock of fish inthe river. Previous to the dinnera photographer, 
who had been engaged from London on purpose, took four groups of memoers 
of the Piscatorial Society, and as a grand tableaux, two others were teen of 
members and visitors, and in order to give a completeness to the character and 
effect of these the whole-of the Stone family were includedin them. At half- 
past five dinner was announced as being ready, anda company of nearly forty 
speedily mustered around the festive board. Mr. Francis H. H. Lemann 
occupied the chair, and Mr. J. Ross Faulkner the vice-chair. There were also 
present Messrs. Thomas Spreckley, D. Goodyer, E. Pratt, H. Gray, J. 
Pattison, R. L. Pugh, G. H. Thurston C. P. Wreatstone, M. H. Blamey, T. 
Gillatt, James Lauder, T. Huggett, B. Perelli-Rosco, E. Foreman, Dr. 
Coates, T. R. Sachs, J. P. Wheeldon, P. Geen, T. Hoole, &c. A splendid 
dinner was served up by Mr. and M's. Stone and gave great satisfaction, the 
wines being of first-class vintages. There are very few toasts proposed on 
these occasions, that of the ‘‘ Thames Angling Preservation Society’’ being 
replied to by Mr. Spreckley. He gave an interesting account of the day's 
netting. The Chairman, after expressing regret at the absence of their old 


Mr. Spreckley was heartily welcomed and loudly cheered for his efforts — 


friend, Mr. W. H. Brougham, from severe indisposition, proposed his better 


health, which was heartily responded to. As soon as the lists of toasts were 
got through the party adjourned to a tent, which was erected on the lawn, to 
spend the remainder of the evening, which they did in a happy and jovial 
manner. It was unfortunate that the Society of Arts Conversazione at the 
Fisheries Exhibition, which attracted so many anglers, was also held the same 
evening. 

UNITED LONDON ANGLER. 

London and North-Western Railway.—In answer to numerous inquiries 
respecting the anglers’ tickets on the London and North-Western Railway, I 
beg to state that I have received the enclosed list of stationsand fares to be in 
operation in future. 

ANGLERS’ FARES 








From | 
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Euston. Broad St. | Chaik Farm.| Kensington. 
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Third Class Return Available for three days. 


In consequence of the first Monday in August being Bank Holiday, the 
monthly meeting of the central committee will be posponed till Monday, 
August 13th, at 9 o’clock.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 
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SALMON & TROUT FISHING. 
Chas. Farlow &.Co., 
foi, STtRAN DD. LON DON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
_ SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
aw PO RT ERS OF SILK-WORM SEUaT. 


Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 


CaTatocurs GRATIS. 


Sampson Low, Marston & Co.'s 
PUBLICATIONS. o> 


Dedicated by permission to Henry Fawcett,Esq., M.P., Post- 
; master-General. AN 


Angler's Strange Experiences. 


A Whimsical Medley, and an Of-/7sh-all Record without A-dridge- 
ment. By COTSWOLD ISYS, M.A., Fellow of All-soZes, late 
Scholar of Winch-ester. Now Ready. Profusely Illustrated in 
a Style never before App-voach-ed in these Days, after Drawings 
in Vater Colours. 4to, cloth, bevelled edges, price 5s. 


The British Fisheries Directory 


For 1883. Price 2s. 6d. Now Ready, 


The Art of Trout-Fishing in Rapid 
STREAMS, By H. C, Cutcliffe, F.R,C.S. 


Small post 8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. [Now ready. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 
Being a Treatise on the so-called Coarse Fishes, with Instructions for théir 
Capture, including a Chapter on Pike-Fishing. By J. W. MARTIN, the 
‘* Trent Otter.’’ With illustrations. Crown 8vo. cloth, 2s. 6d. ° 
London: SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, SEARLE & RIVINGTON, 
Crown Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, E.C. “41 














RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, AUGUST 4. 








Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge oe oe Be) Bash ey ee) 2054 
Putney .. oe oe e ee = 3-25 oe we S344 
Kew .. AD oe oe ee 4s She cette sinus | 4o24) 
Richmond ,, = oe Cad. 25 amine UE. 4 
THAMES. 
Richmond. 


The fish in the Tidal waters are feeding well, and are taken of a good size. 
It is the opinion of both anglers and fishermen they are very plentiful. Sir A. 
Curtis, Bart., fishing with Edward Mansell for three days, has taken 28 Ib. of 
good roach and three barbel. Mansell, another day, got 12 lb. of roach; 
Henry Howard, in four days, twenty-one dozen of roach and dace, one carp 
of 33 1b., and two barbel, the largest 341b. ; Joe Brain, in three days, twenty- 
one dozen of dace and a few roach; Edward Brown, in one day, eighteen 
dozen of dace and acouple of barbel, and another day, five barbel and a nice 
sprinkling of dace; Kit Brown, in three days, thirty dozen of dace; H. Wheeler, 
in one day, a barbel of 9 lb., and some good roach. The following fish have 
been weighed in at the Jolly Anglers by the bank fishers :—Mr. Webb, twenty 
good roach and perch, and another day, three perch weighing 3 lb. 2 oz.; Mr, 
Wells, 61b. of roach and dace; Mr. Weller, 7 lb., and had the misfortune to 
lose a large barbel in the act of landing; Mr. Wasson, fourteen roach and 

-dace,; Mr. Blake, 81b. ; and Mr. Davis, 6 lb. ee 


Twickenham. 

Samuel Cole, in six days, 69 lb. weight of roach, several weighing 1} ]b , 
each, four dozen of dace, and two barbel, weighing 6 lb.; H Chamberiain, in 
half a day, 1olb. of roach and dace ; J. Dobbin, in three days, eleven dozen of 
roach and dace, and a barbel of 23 lb.; J. Spong, in five days, twenty-five 
dozen of roach and dace ; Mr. Jones, with G. Coxen, in three days, 4olb. of 
roach and dace, one barbel, and one perch ; James Coxen, in two days, fifteen 
dozen of roach and dace, and two barbel, the largest 3 lb. ; and R. Coxen, in 
one day, three dozen of dace. 

; Kingston. 

John Johnson, sen., has been making an average of three dozen of roach and 
dace each day, with a few barbel. John Johnson, jun., in five days, fifteen 
dozen of roach and dace and twenty-eight barbel, averaging 3 lb. each ; another 
day, in six hours, a jack of 3 lb. and a chub of 1} Ib. J. Wilks, in three days, 

seven dozen of roach and dace and four bream, weighing 10 lb. The bank 
anglers have been making baskets of four dozen roach and dace each in the day, 
and some bream and barbel. 
Surbiton. 


The bank angters are having excellent sport amongst the roach and dace, each 
getting something like six dozen, and bream and barbel, 


’ Pa 


Thames Ditton. 


C. Tagg, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon, and two brace of perch; and F. 
Cansell, two dozen of roach and dace, and a couple of barbel weighing 4 Ib. 


East Moulsey. 

John Smith, in six days, twelve barbel, the largest 6 lb.; one trout of a Dees 
and eight dozen of roach and dace. TT. Davis, in three days, six dozen of roach 
and dace. C. Stone, in three days, twenty-four dozen of roach and dace, and a 
barbel of 24 1b. C. Davis, in three days, 15 lb. of roach, dace, and perch. T. 
NW hecless in one day, six dozen of roach and dace, and two barbel weighing 
4 lb. 

Hampton. 
abe n Milbourne, in two days, twelve dozen of roach and dace out of the 
eep. 
Sunbury. 

The Strouds, in four days, have taken twenty-five dozen of roach and dace, 
twelve bream weighing 25 lb., four jack 10 lb., one carp of 41b., and six barbel 
141b, E, Clarke and sons, in five days, seventeen dozen of gudgeon, twenty- 
two dozen of roach and dace, and eight jack weighing 18 1b. Mr. E. Lukyn, 
at the Weir, a nice trout of 5 1b. The roach here have been very fine, up to 
13 lb , and dace 4 lb. 

Shepperton. 

J. Smeath, one day, three perch, a couple of barbel, and seven dozen of 
roach; another day, seven dozen of roach, and one perch; and another day, 
two barbel, four dozen of roach, and two eels. F. Purdue, in four days, five 
dozen of roach and dace, four perch (weighing 5 lb.), and eighteen dozen of 
gudgeon, 

Weybridge. 

On Monday last, Mr, M. H. Blamey, fishing with H. Curr, took thirty 
barbel, the eight best weighing 20$ lb., and winning the first prize the same 
evening in the barbel competition at the Piscatorial Society. These are in 
addition to the forty-eight barbel taken on the Wednesday previous by Mr. 
Blamey and Mr. J. Ross Faulkner, thirty-three of which weighed 73 1b.; the 
rest were put back again. 

2 Chertsey. 

James Haslett, in two days, one barbel, three perch, one bream, two chub, 
and some fine roach of 1 Ib. each; another day, one jack, one perch, and a trout 
of 2lb. J. Poulter, in three days, eighteen dozen of gudgeon, six brace of 
perch, and two dozen of roach. 


Penton Hook. 
One of the bank anglers got a jack of 6 Ib, and two brace of perch, 
Staines. 


Mr. Attenborough, with S. Scott, one bream of 4h lb. and a handsome 
trout of 5lb. Mr. Johnson, with C. Hone, five barbel, one chub, and one 
trout. 





MID-THAMES. 

The all-round angling during the past week has been productive of success, 
and the weather and water being everything that could be desired by the 
votaries of the gentle art, good sport may confidently be anticipated during 
the forthcoming Bank Holiday week and whilst the present favourable condi- 
tion of the two elements continue. From Windsor and Clewer I glean that 
fair bags of roach, perch, and chub have been had, but that barbel work, gone 
into at great expense for bait, has hitherto not been too over-successful, very 
small fish coming to book, to be returned to increase in bulk, multiply, and 
replenish the river. At Maidenhead, a grand trout of 1011b., and several 
smaller ones of 3, 4, and 4} lb. respectively have been had, chiefly under the 
guidance of the veteran Harry Wilder. At Cookham, Mr. Hill, of Oxford 
Street, London, with Ted Godden, the local professional, has landed a pretty 
trout scaling 5 lb. 10 oz., and hopes ere long to nobble a beauty, the feeding 
ground of which has been carefully noted. At Bourne End, the two past Sun- 
days have been particularly fruitful to the bankers, bags of roach and chub of 
10, 95, 82, 7, and 6 lb. being the best hauls reported to me from that excellent 
hostelry, the Bourne End Railway Tavern. From Marlow I only hear of the 
capture of several jack, and of baskets of roach satisfactory to the takers. At 
the Marlow petty sessions, the other day, George Piecey, boatbuilder, of 
Henley, pleaded guilty to a charge of retaining undersized trout in the well of 
his punt ; the excuse being his intention to return the fish into the river near 
his own premises. The defendant was fined £4, with costs £1 8s. 4d. This 
conviction of a highly respectable tradesman should act as a caution to piscators 
not to retain fur a moment undersized trout, whether injured in capture or not. 
I donot often read the weekly effusion of your correspondent, ‘Cherwell 
Otter,’’ but my attention has been called to some remarks of his anent myself in 
your issue of the 24th ult. Iam sorry Mr. C. O. has put his lamentations 
over my failings into print, instead of dropping me a line and tearof sympathy 
per post. In consequence of the evident opacity of ‘*C. O.’s ” intellect I 
can judge of his anguish at my ‘‘attempts to be facetious,’’ but trust he will 
recover and learn to be less gratuitously offensive in the future. 

Thursday evening.—In passing through Windsor [learnt that some splendid 
barbel have been taken, and that this fish and chub are well on,—Marntow 
Buzz. 

Thames (Chertsey). 

I send you my report, which I am sorry to say is not what it ought to be ; but 
now July is out we may look for better sport. My two days’ fishing last week :— 
Two barbel, one bream, three perch. On the 29th ult., fishing, one small jack, 
one perch, one trout 2 lb.; Monday, three barbel. Anyone doubting as to 
barbel being in the neighbourhood of Chertsey should have been with.me last 
Monday. I was out with a good angler, Mr. C. P. Wheatstone—a better 
anglerno fisherman could wish to go with. Though that gentleman worked 
hard, still they would not come; but I hope to surprise them presently with 
him. Hope for beiter news next week.—JAMES HASLET. 


Thames (Eynsham). 

I was too late last week to send a report. Mr. Geen had a very good take 
of perch, roach and dace, in the Evenlode, with the lob and red worms; and 
several jack were taken trolling. This week the jack have been feeding well ; 
the largest caught weighed 6]b. There have been mote taken trolling than 
live-bait fishing. Mr. Geen, ledgering for barbel, caught a handsome trout, 
weighing upwards of 41b., but has not yet taken any barbel: Some good 
takes of roach were made on Thursday, with boiled malt. Water in capital 
condition. W, B. Howe. 
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Thames (Oxford). 


The opening competition of the Oxford Angling Society, which took place 
on Thursday last at Wolvercott, was most amusing considering the talent and 
patience displayed by the six keen competitors. | The prizes, which were taken 
by Mr. English, with roach; Mr. Simms, with general fish ; Mr. Powell, 
perch ; Mr. W. Rilson, chub; and Mr. Ounell, jack, with the exception of the 
latter catch all fell to bags under 5 lb, in weight. On Wednesday Mr. Crad- 
dock, at Port Madow, a fine perch of 2} 1b., Mr. Gibbons, below Sandford, 
thirty-six roach. On Thursday below Carrots Ham, Mr. Powella fine perch 
of 11b., Mr. Davies one hundred and one roach, Mr. Ounell five jack, Mr. 
Simms, two chub. On Friday Mr. Tanner, below King’s Weir, a jack fry 
4} 1b. On Saturday Mr. Moys four perch at Medby; Mr. Simms, over the 
shallows, four chub, and Mr. Mundy, below Eynsham, three jack and four 
perch. On Sunday Mr. Simmonds, above Iffley, six perch and one jack. On 
Monday Mr. Heavens, above Folley bridge, twelve perch, and an eel weighing 
14. 1b. ; Mr. English, fifty roach, and Mr, Turner eight perch. On Wednesday 
Mr. Saunders, above Eynsham, two dace, seventeen roach, and three perch.— 
MEDLEY TROUT. : 

Thames (Sonning). 

Weather and water getting all youcan wish. Two gentlemen out fishing on 
Monday caught some nice barbel, over 4o lb. weight, and one nice trout. 
Several others have taken some nice fish lately. I went with two men to 
Hungerford last Monday, for the Reading Angling Association, to get some 
grayling to put in the Thames, as they were netting the waters for jack and 
coarse fish. In one haul they had over eighty trout and no end of grayling, 
which were all placed back again. We brought fifteen brace up, and put them in 
the Thames at Norfolk Scours. I don’t see why they should not do as well 
there as from where we brought them. There will be some good fishing after 
the Bank Holiday. I should not advise anyone to get on the river thinking of 
getting sport from the Saturday till after the Monday. I expecta gentleman 
down shortly who had over 1 cwt. in one day last year—W. Hutt. 


Thames (Walton.) 

Thursday, 26th July, J. Hone, six dozen roachand dace, and four bream ; 
G. Hone, jun., five dozen roach in three hours. Saturday, 28th July, R. 
Whatford, fourteen dozen roach and dace; G. Hone, sen., with Mr. Lewis, 
five dozen gudgeon in three hours; G. Hone, jun., nine dozen roach and dace. 
On the 29th ult., R. Whatford, seven dozen roach and dace; G. Hone, jun., 
four dozen roach in three hours. Monday, July 30th, R. Whatford, ten dozen 
roach and dace; G. Hone, sen., with Mr. Mackrill, one jack, 31b., and three 
bream, weighing 2Jb. each; J. Hone, five dozen roach, ‘Tuesday, July 
31st, R. Whatford, with Mr. Abbott, nine dozen roach and dace, 
and several bream; Mr. P. Sharp (son ofa resident), caught four and a-half 
dozen gudgeon in three hours. Wednesday, August Ist, J. Hone, two dozen 
large roach ; Mr. Wood, of the Swan Hotel, with two gentlemen, in three 
hours took eight bream and two chub, weighing together 192 1b., the largest 
bream being 4]b, Thursday, August 2nd, J. Hone, two bream and three 
dozen roach. The water has been on the rise, but is now getting into good 
condition. Small unsizable jack have been taken and returned ; they seem 
numerous—OLD TWAN. 

Ancholme District. 

The advent of milder and more congenial weather, coupled with the fine 
colour of the waters, has caused a great improvement in the coarse fishing. 
The becks are also in good order for trout fishing, and some nice dishes have 
been-taken here and there. I had eight beauties from a local wick on Satur - 
day last, several of them being from } to 13 lb. each. My son also caught one 
of t4 lb. at Riverhead when bottom: fishing. They were all of them in capital 
condition. Pike have been running very freely in the Ancholme ; four were 
taken by one gentleman in the space of about half a mile, but the sizes did not 
transpire. A good one was hooked and lost up the river on Saturday iast. — 


Tuomas Forp, Caistor. ve i‘. 
Cherwell District. 


In the Cherwell and its affluents the water is low and fine, but the heavy 
rains which have fallen during the week have deterred all but the boldest spirits 
from venturing forth, and then in many instances the takes have been very 
poor, or almost nil, most of the best fish with that perversity characterising fish 
nature generally coming as far as the bank, and after giving a tantalising view 
of their fat sides to the anxious one on the bank, with a tantalising roll and a 
wag of their caudal appendages, go back to their swims with a sample of gimp 
and steel. On Tuesday 26th, in the lower Cherwell, Mr.Cox grassed a nice little 
carp, scaling 2} lbs , Mr. Floyd at Gosforth Park, fourteen perch and three 
jack going 23, rhand 14 ]bs. On Wednesday, 27th, Mr. Harris, at Hand- 
brough, two jack, weighing 2} lbs. each; Mr. Godfrey in the lower Cherwell 
a fine perch of 2 lbs. 14 ozs., and a jack weighing 3 lbs. Mr. Kelson at 
Kiddlington five perch and one chub, Mr. Davis in the lower Cherwell, sixty 
roach, and Mr. Wallace, two fine carp between 5 and 6 lbs. Two miles of 
good water has kindly been placed at the disposal of the Oxford Angling 
Society by Mr. Rose, of the Sun Vaults —CHERWELL OTTER. 


Chichester. 

During the Goodwood meeting the Canal has been Jargely patronised, after 
the business of the day, as much delight being evined at landing a one ounce 
roach as backing the winner. Early in the week, bream were weil on feed, 
good sport resulting. On Wednesday, Mr. Howlett, one of the Cambridge and 
Ely Angling Committee, paid us a visit. Our angling excursion proved a fail- 
ure, but few fish coming to hand, although the water looked uncommonly fishy. 
The largest bream I hear of weighed 34 1b. Several, weighing from 2 to 31b. 
have been handled ; but, as usual, the best fish have broken away. Weather 
dull and close ; wind, southerly.—Gxo. F. SALTER. 


Chingford. 

July 28th, some very fine roach and dace were taken. On the 29th, Mr. Lee 
took a brace of nice chub, also roach.and dace, some very fine roach and dace 
taken by Mr. Bowman, also some very fine roach and dace taken during the 
week, The water very bright.—A. STEELE. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 
On the 27th, Dr. Alex Maling creeled 9 Ib. of trout ; C. Smart, 3 Ib. 
weather 1 more settled and the river in good condition.—A. GLAss. 
Dove, 


The weather is a trifle more settled, and a great number of anglers have been 
out on the banks of the above favourite stream during the last few days. The 
fish are rising splendidly at the red bumble and the golden dun; and some good 
sport has been had with them. Both fly and minnow have been killing trout 
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‘and chub species, with a large sprinkling of eels. The water being very bright, 


well, and large quantities of coarse fish have fallen victims to the worm, mag got, 
and wasp-grub. Barbel are taking the tail-end of the lob freely, and prospects 
just now seem very encouraging.—T au SPLODGER. ; 


Exe and Barle. - 

Trout are not rising so freely as during the spring, a keen sportsman can take 
them, but with more difficulty and a lesser number; the blue and red uprights, 
and cockabondy are mostly used. Mr. Collier hired a small portion of the 
Barle, Exe, and Haddes, with his otter hounds on Wednesday, meeting at and 
starting from the Carnarvon Arms; after scenting him at various places the 
otter was killed near the junction of the Exe and Barle ; he showed an hour's 
excellent sport, and his weight was 24 1b. The hounds met at Exebridge on the 
following day and tried down the Exe to Tiverton, but could not find.— 
Carnarvon ARMS. : 

Tlfracombe-. 

There is now some good fishing at the reservoir, for which weekly or monthly 
tickets can be had on applying to the clerk of the Local Board. Sea-fishing 
has been going on briskly this week. Fishermen report the prospects to be very 
good and bait plentiful. As the mussels now are being brought here three or 
four times 4 week, many boats with their parties are out daily, some whiffing, 
others fishing with ground lines. Bream has been the most plentiful fish 
caught. A quantity of bass has been seen off Morthoe, but very few caught. 
The sport from the rocks between Capstone and Compass Hill is very good for 
pout, wraff, and pollock. . Several crabs have been caught with hand lines, 
and on. Wednesday a quantity of crabs were taken from the holes at low water 
between Larkstone and Hillsborough. On Thursday, T. Davie had just come 
up from Rockham Bay with 50 1b. of bream, 20 1b. of whiting. Other boats 
had similar catches. A few lobsters have been brought in from the pots, and 
some good strings of pout from the Jetty. "Weather fine.—E, Comer. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Real summer weather at last, and little or no fishing for the last week. 
There wasnot a curl of wind onthe waterto catch a salmon. The only one 
killed was onthe Laune, by Major Speight. On the 25th ult., one salmon, 
12 lb.; Captain Crane, two peal of 12 ib, Onthe 28th ult., Tim M‘Carthy, 
two dozen trout, anda peal of 6 1b., with a trout fly, orange grouse, No. Io 
hook. The nets at Glena, 65 salmon this. week; Mtckross, about 30 salmon. 
All nets are off this day, August 1st, and we hope to have a good supply of 
salmon for the rest of the season.—Tim M‘Carruy, 


Lea (Broxbourne), : 

The roach have been well on the feed this last weck in the Dobbs Weir 
Water, Messrs. Thompson and Hunt subscribers to this fishery, having 
some heavy fish, many of the fish running from 1} 1b. to141b.; the latter 
gentleman on Saturday last took over 25 lb. of beautiful roach. Along the 
Forty Guinea Water some few have been successful ; the water is very bright, 
and requires very careful fishing, and anyone visiting these waters now need © 
not fear taking home an empty basket if he knows how to handle his rod ~ 
either for roach or perch.—L. E. Cook. 


Lea (Ferry Boat.) £ 

Mr. Haselwood, some very nice perch.and roach; Mr, Hughes, very nice 
basket ofroach ; Mr. Dodd, some very large dace and three jack; Mr. Bell, 
two good jack; Mr. H. Oates, three roach, 21b. There has been some good | 
takes roach and chub at Ford’s Ferry.—D. L. Day. ; 


Lea (Rye House). 
The water is in good order now, the rain we have had having coloured it 
nicely for fishing; and there have been some nice roach and perch taken. On 
Wednesday morning a nice jack was taken from the pool with a live bait.— 
¢ 


Wm. CoweEt.. 
Lea (Waltham Abbey). : 


There have been acontinuation of good takes of very fine roach, but they 
require some very finefishing. The very best bait in the Lea at this time of 
the year is bran and bread paste, and a man behind the tools, and he cannot 
make any mistake. With a little coaxing the result will be some very fine fish,, 
As an old angler, as a rule I begin about the time a lot of fishermen think of 
leaving off, and I find I have no fault to find with myself. The result is, if they 
look at it, I generally sneak some, and my advice is, stick to it till dark and you 
will not find fault with me for my advice; and Taman old man that wears 
glasses when I start, and that is very often.—PmNCILLER. ia 

N.B.—The water is isin first-class order for all-round fishing. i 


Lea (Ware). ee | 

The storms and unsettled weather during the week have deterred many from 
visiting our river still the water is in good condition for fishing, and the open- 
ing season for the jack looks very promising. There have been some fine 
fish seen, and they appear plentiful. A few trout weighing 33 lb. were taken 
in the old river the early part of the week. The roach and chub are averaging 
a good size, and are in fine condition. Several members of the different 
clubs were here the early part of last week, and had very fair sport. 
Mr. Kirtland of the Kingsland having from 7 to 8 1b ; Mr.Chart, of the Reform 
having some fine specimen fish, and Mr. Bell, The Good Intent, from 7 


no 
















10 lb of fish.—H. W. STARLING. 
Lea (White House). 3: 


On Tuesday last there was an extraordinary influx of fish of the roach, dace, 


every opening amongst the weeds displayed the gregarious habits of the aboye~ 

named denizens of the river. Some fine takes of dace with the blow lines as — 

well as the whip are going on daily, some dozens falling to the lot of an a 

with most unpretentious tackle, nearly answering to the bent pin, cotton, and 

willow-twig, so graphically described by Washington Irving in his sketehes.— 

GEO. BERESFORD. dy et 
Leicester. 


The weather dming the past week has been more favourable for operations, 
and anglers have been showing up in strong force. During the latter part of 
last week some good fish were taken from the local society’s waters, and the 
roach being fairly well on the feed, some capital baskets were made. Mr. 
Pinnock on Saturday took 7} lbs. the largest fish weighing 24.0zs. Some good 
chub have also been had from the reaches at Aylestone, several weighing close 
upon 8 lbs. A few pike were also taken trolling, one dace weighing 9 Ibs. 
Since Monday the weather has continued fine, and anglers have been landing 
some fair quantities of both roach and perch ; anumber of the roach which were 
taken’ at Aylestone were remarkably good fed fish weighing over 1lb, The 
Wreake has received its fair complement of anglers from Leicester, and with 


_ ing about all day threatening thunder. 


 3tst, Mr. R, T. Pattison, of Edinburgh, two grilse, 9 lb. each. Mr. C 
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very fair results, several good baskets of roach being shown. On Thursday 
Some anglers paid a visit to the Welland, and made fair baskets of roach, a 
chub weighing 3 lbs. being in one basket taken by W. J. Hunt. The waters 
at Leicester are now in excellent condition for bottom fishing, and the weather 
appears very favourable,—ALERT. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water is still in good condition, and warm weather has brought fish well 
on the feed. As accnsequence, there has been some good all-round sport. 
On Wednesday, Mr. Ede, fishing above the town, caught, with lobworm, 
twenty-one bream, weighing 501b. On the 2gth ult., Foster, the water. 
bailiff, succeeded in landing a couple of netters, who will be brought to scale 
before the magistrates, and will no doubt weigh in well—Yr Mrpway 


WATER-RAT. 
Moy (Ballina) and Lakes. 


Since my Jast report the angling on river and Lakes has been very indifferent ; 
anglers could not average one fish a day, no matter. how hard they fished. 
There have been a few fish killed this week. Mz. Henn, R.N.(on Mr. Perry’s 
water), killed 5 salmon on Monday,*and on Tuesday Mr. P. Atkinson killed 5 
and Mr. Turner 1, just above the weirs. The nets on the upper waters are 
off for the season to day, and the weirs opened : this will give more fish to 
the upper water and lakes, but it is not at any time for the want of fish that we 
haye not good sport : the weather has more to do with angling than anything I 
know of. Just now is not good angling weather, very heavy black clouds hang- 
The water in the river is a good height 
and in good order for the fly—FRAnk Huarns, Ballina, Co. Mayo. 


Nene (Northampton.) 

The waterin this districthas been in good condition for fishing since last 
report and some nice bags of fish have been taken, My old friend, Bill Ball, 
taking the cream with a bag of 84 Ib. of Bream in the lower water of the Nene 
Angling Club. Mr. Tipler, member of the above clnb, taking 43 doz. roach 
ing good condition; G. York killed a nice brace of pike on Saturday last, the 
roach, perch, and pike in the free water of the Borough have been well onthe 
feed, and some good fish have been taken.—T. F. 


Ness (Inverress.) 


We have had nice weather since last report, and fair sport has been got. 
The water has fallen down to almost dead low. Rain is much wanted to im- 
prove the fishing at Demain water. On Thursday, July 26th, Lundir Fraser, 
fisherman, killed a nice salmon, 18} lb., at Ness Castle water. On Frid ay, 
27th July, Lord Lovat killed three grilse, 81b. each. On 30th, Mr. Fountain 
Walker, two salmon, 14 lb. each, and two grilse, 8 1b. each. August 
1st., Mr. Fountain Walker, two grilse, 9 lb. each. On Saturday, 28th July, 
Mr. Alfred Denison, one grilse, 81b. On the lower water on Monday, July 
30th, Mr. Alexandra Mackenzie, fly-dresser, one grilse, 9}1b. On Tuesday, 


Chisholm, one grilse, 8;1b. Friar shot-nets got forty grilse during the week. 


—D. WATSON. 
Old River Lea (Sewardstone.) 


There have been some fine takes in roach and dace this past week ; the water 
is in splendid condition after these rains —CHAs. CovENTRY. 


Ouse (Littleport). 

The bottom fishing since last report has been variable, but on the whole 
por Though we have not been able to fish the best swims owing to the 
oating weeds, Mr. J. Cole, St. John’s Wood Piscatorials, did best yesterday, 
with about 18 lbs. of roach, largest going about 13 Ibs., but had no opportunity 
to weigh them. I took slbs. of roach and silver bream in two hours the same 
day. To-day, Thursday, is the opening of the pike season, and the Ely 
division (the only party out), have done well among them, five rods taking 
13 good fish up to $a.m. What has been done since I have had no oppor- 
tunity to learn. Mr. §. Allpress led the way with four, largest going 71 Ibs. ; 
Mr. A. Allen, our energetic secretary for Ely, getting three; Mr. R. Kemp- 
ton, three; Mr. E. Hills, two; Sergeant Adkins, one. Everything except 
weeds looking favourable.—CHARLIz SOUTH. 


Severn (Gloucester.) 

The river has been in splendid condition during the last week, and the 
rodsters (some of them) have had some good catches of roach and dace—the 
latter being especially fine this season. Gentle is the favourite bait, but wasp 
grubis about right for angling, and those who go further up the river into the 
deeper water ought to have some good chub with it. Severn salmon was rod. 
per Ib. in Gloucester on Saturday—it has not been so cheap for years,—YE 


Fayre CITyz. 
Trent ‘(Newark.) 

The Lower Trent is now in fairish condition, but somehow or other the fish 
don’t seem to feed at all freely. Some few fairish catches have come under my 
notice, but bags are not so heavy as they should be. Roach should now take 
creed wheat, malt, or paste, but these fish are very late this season before they 
get in good condition, An old friend tried them with paste the other day, got 
half a dozen, but they were lumpy, slimy, and disagreeable. I have not heard 
of the barbel being on down the Lower Trent as yet, but they ought to come 
if the swim is judiciously baited. Chub seem to be conspicuous by their 
absence, only a few odd ones being taken down here, as far as I can learn; a 
scarcity of wasp grubs, perhaps, being one reason for this. A few bream have 
been killed with the worm, but nothing worth reporting. Sport has been a 
little better on the higher reaches of the river, but below Newark it has been 
of the most meagre description. But, however, we must hope for the good time 


coming, and hope, at least, I do that fish will be oa the feed during Bank 
Holiday.—THE TRENT OTTER, ; 


Wye and Derwent. 

Both the Wye and Derwent are in first-class condition for fly-fishing, and 
good sport is now being had, chiefly off the Chatsworth Fishery and the 
Whatstandwell Cleugh of the Derwent. Baskets, chiefly of grayling, from six 
to nine brace per angler, have been daily made. The best feeding times are 
early in the morning and the last thing at night. The killing flies have been 
light dun, bumble, and furnace flies. “There have been some good 
trout killed by dibbing under the bushes and trees, with the natural flies. 
Coarse fish have been killing fairly well on the Derwent lately. Some good 
chub, roach, dace, and a few trout and grayling have been killing with wasp 
grubs for bait. There have also been a few pike killed lately on the Derwent; 
one of 12 Ib. 4 0z., last Friday, at Crowford.—G. J. EATon. ~ 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





B. W. E.—There is a little trout fishing in some small streams in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ilfracombe, and first-rate sea-fishing, Any tackle shop 
will supply the ordinary hand lines, but we recommend you to use a short, 
stout pike rod, a strong pike line, and stout gut, and you will increase your 
sport considerably. 

M. A. AND OTHERS.—We do not care to admit criticism on articles ina con- 
temporary—quite enough to do to attend to our own business. 

H. P. T, (Dumbarton).—There is good fishing of alt kinds to be had in 
Switzerland. You certainly should take a copy of the “‘ Anglers’ Diary” 
with you—it gives most useful information. It is published at the Field 
office, at Is. 6d. Or you can have a copy, post free, for 1s. 6d.,by sending 
stamps to Manager, FisHine GAzEtTrn, 12, Fetter Lane, London. 

TENCH.—You cannot have a better bait than a well-scoured marsh worm for 
tench—fish it on the bottom. White bread paste and brown bread 
paste we have found very effective for tench recently. You should ground- 
bait the place the day before, or two days before, with a ground-bait made 
as follows: Get a half-quartern ‘‘yesterday’s’’ loaf of white or brown 
bread (we think brown is best for tench), and soak it in water for a little, then 
putit into a basin, with a quart of bran, add alittlewater, and work the whole 
up with your hands into stiffish balls. This is a good ground-bait for all 
kinds of float fish. It is nota bad plan to fish for tench with worm on, or 
nearly on, the bottom, and have a roach hook just below the shot. Tench, 
as a rule, fight splendidly until you get them to the top, and then they 
usually collapse, just as though the light ‘‘dumbfoundered ’’ them, but'they 
will make enough noise when the net is put under them, and live a long 
time out of water.—[Ep. ] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourseluesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





WHY DO NOT SEA-FISH TASTE OF SALT ? 

Str,—I should like a more edadorate explanation to my inquiry in a recent 
issue. You can scarcely draw any analogy between starlings eating cherries 
and fish, which are bred and live in salt water. 

Yes, I know all about that ; but one great naturalist is against you, and it 
must bea wonderful process that can get rid of the effects of the salt water in 
the easy manner you describe.—Yours, &c., MArk ANTONY. 

“¢ Mark Antony’s’’ query and our reply were as follows :— 

‘* Will you have the kiadness to inform me how it is that fish which are bred 
and live in the sea are not salt to the taste ? 

‘There must be great quantities of salt taken into their stomachs with their 
food. d 

‘‘ How do they get rid of thesalt? Is it decomposed and separated by the 
action of the stosaach P—I am, &c., MARK ANTONY. 

[‘‘ They cook their food before they absorb it, and leave the salt out; in 
other words, their stomachs act much as ‘ Mark Antony's’ does, and probably 
in the twenty-four hours—size for size—do not absorb more salt than his does. 
Following ‘M. A.’s’ view of the matter, by killing the starlings now we should 
get all the flavour of the cherries they have been devouring the last few weeks. 
— Ep.”’ 

“M. A.’’ not being satisfied withouranswer, we wrote to Dr. Giinther of the 
British Museum, the best authority on the functions of fish life, and have the 
pleasure to enclose his reply, which we hope will satisfy ‘‘M.A.’’ It will be 
seen that our reply to ‘*M. A.’’ was in accord with the science of the matter, 
and we are glad that his query has elicited such an interesting note from Dr. 
Giinther as the following :— 

S1r,—Fish do not take great quantities of salt into their stomachs. The 
cesophagus is so elastic and contractile as to closely embrace any solid sub- 
stance, and to prevent water from passing. 

There is, besides, a powerful masticatory apparatus in the gullet, by which 
fluid which is taken in with the morsel is squeezed out and expelled before 
swallowing. A small quantity of salt, of course, is always swallowed, but 
probably not more than we add to our daily food. 

With regard to the pbysiological function of the intestinal canal, the 
organism takes up just as much salt asit requires: the remainder is expelled 
(chemically dissolved or unaltered) by the natural ways. If a dose of Epsom- 
salts is taken, the greater quantity is discharged after twenty-four hours, 
without having left the intestinal canal ; and no chemical test would show its 
presence in the muscles.—I am, &c., A. GUNTHER 

British Museum. 


_FLIES FOR THE TEME, NEAR LUDLOW. 

S1r,—Being a reader of the FisHina GAzErrr, I see a gentleman wishes 
information as to the flies suitable for trout fishing during the months of August 
and September in the river Teme, near Ludlow. 

I have every confidence in recommending the following flies for August :— 
The red spinner, small, rather light blue dun, pale blue, silver twisted blue 
with orange tag, claret-bodied blue, red palmer, red ant, blue- winged 
coachman, white-winged ccachman, August dun, whirling blue, and governor. 
For September, the red spinner may be omitted, and also the August dun, the 
others are all suitable, with the addition of the willow fly. The Leme contains 
fine grayling, The above flies are suitable for either trout or grayling. Fine 
dishes of grayling are frequently taken in the months of October, November, 
and December, with the grasshopper. P 

As the water is very low and fine at present, the best time is late in the 
evening.—I am, &c., Tuos, Hopecss, 
Fishivg Tackle-Maker 
13, Raven Street, Ludlow, July 27. 


‘* SALOPIA’S”” NOTES. 

Srr,—Last week and this I have been expecting to see ‘* Salopia’s’’ reply to 
my letter, as to the seventeen trout alleged to have been landed by his two 
friends.9S5i8 

May Iask why he backs out of the matterin such gloomy silen ce ? 

I am sure it is very impolitic for anyone to send you reports which cannot be 
substantiated for insertion in your valuable and, I believe, otherwise reliable 
paper, as such reports simply tend to its depreciation. 

I can hardly think ‘‘Salopia’”’ would willingly send youa false report, but Tam 
afraid that in this case there’s a screw loose, and he has been misled by some- 
one. Tam always pleased to read the reports of Mr, Thomas Ford, of Caistor,— 
Iam, &c.; A SEVERN GRAYLING. 

Shrewsbury, July 28. 
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HOW A GREAT HAUL WAS GOT. ; 

Srr,—I am just now erjoying the pleasure of reading your number of this 
date, and have come across a little correspondence respecting the large take of 
fish by Messrs. Wheatstone and Walker, of the Stanley Anglers’ Society. I 
read of their splendid catch with a great deal of pleasure, knowing them both 
to be good and true fishermen in every sense of the word, and was very pleased 
indeed to read of their good fortune. : 

My particular object in writing is this, that I gather from Mr. | Walker’s 
letter that they have beentaxed by Mr. Forbes as doing something in an 
underhanded manner. I know not what the specific charge was, having 
missed your last number, but Ido maintain than when a charge of this kind is 
made publicly that it should be as publicly proved, if possible. 

I have had the pleasure of knowing the two gentlemen personally for seven 
years, and can with confidence state that they are altogether inéapable of doing 
anything that is unfair or unsportsmanlike, and I regret thatit should have 
been left to those gentlemen to have to protect themselves from such a charge, 
when they have so many good friends who know that a charge of the kind 
against them could not be maintained. : ; 

In the angling interest, I ask the favour of this beinginserted in your next 
number.—I am, &c., T. W. Hargis. 

63, St. Thomas’ Road, Finsbury Park, July 28. 
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HOW A BIG HAUL WAS GOT. 

Sr1z,—In your paper of the 2Ist inst., appears a letter signed by Rob. Foster, 
complaining of Mr. Sheppard's conduct towards bim, over the fishing of a 
certain water. I wish, as tenant of the said water, to contradict his state- 
ment as to the water being private ; it has never been so, in the sense in which 
your correspondent would have his brothers of the rod believe ; but is open to 
anyone who chooses to come and pay for it, and Mr. Sheppard acted quite 
ight and fair in bringing down whom he chose. 


Coate Reservoir, near Swindon, Wilts.—I am, &c , Jos LAURENCE. 





THE PIKE SCALE FLY. 

Smr,—Having given the above a fair trial in a Yorkshire trout stream of 
note last week, it proved as effective in the North as Mr. Marston (who 
kindly recommended them to me some weeks since) found it in the South. A 
small green rail ran it close in midstream, but with the bank fish my other 
flies were simply nowhere. Fishing a mill dam in the dusk, other flies were 
preferred; but being unable to obtain a pike to tie different varieties with, I 
merely got afew yellow dun scale flies to try, very nicely made by Mr. 
Macnee, of Pitlochry. N.B. No doubt the scales of many fish besides pike 
will be necessary for the different shades of duns; chub haye,I think, some 
very suitable scales.—I am &c., WATCHET, 














Stand 440, Inland Fisheries Department, International Fisheries 
Exhibition. 





‘* ‘The work is full of interesting matter ; its intrinsic value is beyond all question.””—‘‘ Army and Navy Gazette.” : q 
‘« Every line breathes a simple and genuine enthusiasm—‘a work of great interest and importance.’ ’’—‘* New York Tribune.” 


“Tt is a charming companion and a clear guide.”?—‘* Bell’s Life.” 


‘¢ A work of the first water, and one which no fisherman should be without.’’—‘* Squire.”’ 


‘* An angler’s manual that is simply invaluable.’”,—‘‘ New York Times.” 
‘* Well written. 


Teeming with useful information, and full of original matter.’’—‘‘ Morning Post.’’ 


‘* Never since the days of ‘Good Old Izaak’ has there appeared a work calculated to give so significant an impetus to the angling cause,””—‘* Advertiser.”” 





Three Editions (two British and one Transatlantic) have been issued in eight months of the 


SCIENTIFIC ANGLER. 
BY 


THE LATE DAVID FOSTER. | 


This being the greatest success ever achieved in the annals of angling literature. 


s 
The immense popularity of the above new and advanced work has been gained at a bound. Its true worth is reflected by the length and tone of the revieW 
accorded by the leading British and American sporting journals, a brief analysis of which we here append. The English “ Fisnina Gazerre’’ an adjourne 
notice of six-and-a-half columns, or three-and-a- quarter pages (Tone, highly favourabie ); the ‘‘ American Angler,’ four columns, two pages (Tone> 
highly complimentary) ; ‘‘Fcrest and Stream,” quarter of long column (extremely favourable) ; ‘Bell's Life,” half of column (highly 
favourable) ; “ Field,’’ three-quarters of long column (deprecatory and complimentary); ‘ Land,” a column and quarter (most fnvour- 
abe); ‘‘ New York Tribune,’’ half of long column (Tone, same as last named); ‘‘ Morning Post,” aco'umn and quarter (very favourable) ; 
the ‘‘ Naturalist Trout Fisher,’? two columns, or one page (@itto, ditto); the ‘Squire,’ half a page (ditto, ditto), etc., ete., ete. 


Mr. R. B MARSTON says :-—‘ It is one of the most valuable and important contributions to angling literature which has ever been 
Mr, F, MATHER says :—“ Jt is a most original and well-written work from the pen of a thoroughly reliable authority.”’ 
says :—‘I know of no better authority on grayling fishing than David Foster.”” FRANCIS M, WALBRAN says:—‘‘Though I have read almost every 
angling work that has been issued during the past twenty years, I do not remember any one that has given me so much pleasure as the one in question.”” Mr, 
GREVILLE FENNEL says :—“ Best thanks are due to the compilers for this powerful and excellent aid to angling,’”’ 


published.’’ 


2nd English Edition, crown 8vo (enlarged to 354 pages), elegantly bound and well illustrated, price 6s., post free. 





Orders should be sent in early through Library, Bookseller, or direct to the Publishers, 


LONDON: BEMROSE & SONS, 23, OLD BAILEY, AND DERBY, 
ASHBOURNE: D. & W. H. FOSTER. 


PREVENTION OF RIVER POLLUTION; DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


Fishery Boards, River Conservators, Town Authorities, and all 


who are interested in the purification and preservation of our NGedicime Cinest. 
RIVERS and STREAMS are invited to inspect the FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 


NATIVE GUANO C0.’S EXHIBITS cane andr 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
AT THE 


Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition 


Where the operation of purifying S 

\ j 1 ying Sewage by the A B © PROCESS 

is Carried out, and Fish are exhibited living in Effluent Water. 
Pamphlets, containing Analysis of the Water, Certificates of 


Authorities, Press Notices, and any further i i i 
ities, information re 
be obtained at the Exhibition or of i ae 


THE NATIVE GUANO CoO., LIMITED, 
SEWAGE WORKS, 
AYLESBURY, BUCKS, 








buoyant condition :— 
* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
** GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 
* RED DRENCH,”’ for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c. 
* RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 
* BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 
‘* GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills. 
“ CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. 
Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid, Each article can 
be had separately. 
Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 
CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


22. DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 
AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 





ALDER, of ‘‘Bell's Life,” — 


i 
i 


Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy 224 


4 


not be taken. 
from gto 10 inches, roach are reduced from 8 to 7 inches, 
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C ommunications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressedto the Editor of the Fisuinc Gazg1rTs, No, 12, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 1 


Contributiens are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule ba adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications, 


Tue Fisuixc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. 
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
‘Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Anrual Sub:cription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; or post 
free, tos, 6d, 


_ Toanypart of Europe, the Unit-d States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 

















ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be add.essed to the Manager of 
Tue Fisuine Gazeire, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


American Office'and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 


N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs. Simpson Low, Marston, anp Co., the Proprietors, 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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THE THAMES FISHERY BY-LAWS, 1883. 


4 Ges new Thames Fishery By-Laws which were allowed by 
the Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council at the 
Court at Windsor on the roth day of July, 1883, extend and apply 
to the river Thames and Isis, now called the river Thames from 
Cricklade, in the county of Wilts, to Yantlet Creek, in the county 
of Kent, thus embracing both the Upper and Lower Thames, and 
these By-laws are now in operation. 

The following are amongst the most important alterations 
affecting the portion of river Lelow the ‘ City Stones,” at Staines. 
The only differences, however, between the Lower portion and 
the Upper district are those relating to preserves in the former 
and private rights in the latter... In all other respects they 
assimilate :— 

CASTING OR BAIT NET. 


This net has been increased to 30 feet in circumference, and 
can only be used by assistant riverkeepers or registered fishermen, 
in obtaining bait to be employed in angling, the sack or purse 
thereof not being more than 6 inches in depth when extended 
to the utmost. 

SIZES OF FISH. 


There are some alterations in the sizes under which: fish may 
Jack are increased from 12 to 18 inches, chub 


barbel are increased from 12 to 13 inches, trout from 14 to 16 
inches, gudgeon are reduced from 5 to 4 inches. The following 
are the sizes of fish not formerly mentioned in the By-laws :— 


Bream Io inches, carp to inches, tench 8 inches, and rudd 6 
inches. 


ALTERATION IN MODE OF MEASUREMENT. 


There is an important and valuable alteration under this head. 
The future measurement will be the extreme length of the fish, 
and not from the eye to the end of the tail. The jack under the 
new system of measurement are not so largely increased in size as 
they would appear, there being about 3 inches from the eye to 
the nose, and therefore the increase is 3 inches. 


SEASONS OF FISH, 


All the species of freshwater fish are now enumerated, and the 


close season in accordance with the Freshwater Fisheries Act 
of 1878. 


. a ety TROUT SEASON. 


This is now legalised for all portions of the river from the Ist 
of April to the roth of September inclusive. This was not the 
case with the Lower Thames until these By-laws were allowed. 


BAIT FOR TROUT. 


Any person can take bleak, minnows, and gudgeon as bait for 
trout during the trout season. 


EELS. 


The fishermen of the Lower Thames can now lay their grig- 
weels in any portion of the river, including the preserves ; but as 
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regards the latter the By-law states, “‘ grig-weels for eels only by 
fishermen only.” 

This privilege has long been sought for by the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society on behalf of the fishermen, as it was an old 
promise when they gave up their rights to net above Richmond 
Bridge this concession should be obtained for them. Although 
late in the fulfilment, there can be no doubt the alteration will 
give great satisfaction. 


SNATCHING OF FISH AND NIGHT LINES. 


The prohibition of these two evils, which the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society obtained a few years since, are under the 
new By-laws still in force. 


NIGHT FISHING. 


No person can fish from any vessel, boat, or punt for to take, 
or attempt to take, above Richmond Bridge, any fish except in 
the day-time—that is to say, between the beginning of the last 
hour before sunrise and the end of the first hour after sunset 


NUMBER OF RODS. 


No person can use more than two rods at any one and the 
same time for angling. 


REGISTRATION OF FISHERMEN’S BOATS. 


All persons following the business of a fisherman on the river 
Thames will be required to register each of his bovts, and to 
affix his name and address, with the number, where it can be 
plainly seen in the day-time. ‘The registration fee is fixed at one 
shilling for each boat, and this will give tive qualification for using 
the bait net as a ‘‘ Registered Fisherman.” 

STOPPING UP CREEKS AND BACK WATERS. 

No person shall put down in the river Thames, at the mouth of 
any creek, river, or backwater communicating with the river 
Thames, or running into the said river, or at any mill or sluice, 
any net or device whatever to stop, catch, or hinder the fish, or 
spawn, or fry of fish, from coming into the said river of Thames. 


FISH FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES. 


Any person, provided he has the previous consent of the Con- 
servators in writing under their common seal, can obtain fish for 
the purposes of artificial propagation or scientific purposes. 

PRIVATE RIGHTS. 

The old rule which was in existence in the old Upper Thames 
By-laws is stillin force, with the exception that the words “if 
any’? are introduced after the word ‘‘right,” thereby leaving it 
an open question for the future. 

BURNING OF NETS AND FINES. 

Provisions are introduced for the power of burning nets and the 

enforcement of penalties. 





THE THAMES BANK ANGLER. 


HERE are few rivers like the Thames that afford so much 
sport and so much variety in fishing for the bank anglers, 

and nearly every portion is enriched with the most beautiful 
scenery. ‘The Thames bank fisher does not always go alone: he 
is frequently accompanied with his wife and family to enjoy 
healthful recreation and to breathe the pure air of the country, 
and it becomes a scene of real enjoyment to all.. There is the 
angler practising his favourite sport, his keen eye intent on the 
float, and eagerly expecting the interesting nibble to take it 
slightly under water; then comes the careful sirike from the wrist, 
and very soon a handsome-looking roach is landed on the grass. 
Meanwhile his wife and family are strolling along the river side, 
gathering the prettiest of wild flowers, watching the pleasure- 
boats as they are rowed gracefully down the stream, and to them 
all ‘is like a little heaven below.” In another moment one of 
the youngsters is heard to call out, ‘‘Father’s gota fish!” All 
are soon grouped around the angler; and to witness the in- 
tensity of satisfaction depicted on each one’s countenance on 
seeing the aforesaid ‘‘ handsome-looking roach ”’—it can be more 
easily imagined than described. But the heart of any man must 
be moved with rapture on witnessing so charming a picture, and 
feel the work of preserving the Thames fishery, even for the bank 
angler, is of a philanthropic and deserving character. The day 
on which the bank angler frequents the river is his only available 
day—instead of spending it in scenes of vice and profligacy, as 
he might do in ‘the great Babylon,” he is, to my notion, doing 
no harm but good, and fitting him up with new strength and 
vigour for the toiling week which is to follow. He returns home 
with his family in the evening, and with anice quantity of fish as 
wholesome food, perhaps, for an evening meal. Such is a day 
spent by a Thames bank-fisher, and what scene would look 
prettier on canvas than that which I have feebly shown on paper ? 
I remember when first I became connected with the river, and 
holding a position with one of the religious societies in London, 
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there wasa fear that, ‘as a righteous man and a psalm singer,” 
I should interfere with the angler’s enjoyment on his only avail- 
able day. It was soon proved otherwise. Instead of enforcing a 
by-law which was then in existence against that day being per- 
mitted for angling, I carefully concealed it, and until now I have 
never publicly referred to it. Ishould not do so now, but that 
the old by-laws have been repealed and better ones substituted. 
It may very fairly be asked to what extent a day’s angling sup- 
plies as sport tothe bank angler? At the present time instances 
are by no means isolated where takes of from four to six dozen 
of roach and dace, with an occasional bream or barbel, have been 
reported. Only the other day, in the romantic locality of Penton 
Hook, a bank angler got a jack of 6 lb. and two brace of perch. 
I must now say a few words about the club bank anglers who 
use the river for prize competitions, and I refer to them with 
much greater satisfaction than I used to do about twenty years 
ago, because the clubs religiously obey a proper standard of fish 
to be weighed in the club-room, which they did not do at that 
time. Now that concessions have been obtained on the railway 
for ‘‘society men,” as they are called, they go to their arranged 
destination by that mode of travelling, instead of in vans as 
formerly, and it is a much quieter way. Frequent used to be the 
complaints against the vans loading and unloading on the banks 
of old Father Thames, but I never hear complaints now; and 
altogether the bank anglers, whether as private individuals or as 
members of angling clubs, are of a different type to what they 
were at the period referred to. It has always been a pleasure to 
me to work and labour for those who fish from the banks of our 
Metropolitan river, and in many of the convictions that have been 
recently made, with the exceptton of snatching, the offence of 
taking unseasonable fish has been done through ignorance, so 
that there is no reason why the bank anglers should be neglected 
or forgotten. The sizes of fish under the new by-laws will be 
adopted by every angling club, as they nearly assimilate with 
those already laid down by the associations. I remember about 
three years ago, when attending a meeting of the West Central 
Association in relation to the revision of the old by-laws, it was 
given to me as the opinion of that meeting the measurement 
should be in the extreme Jength of the fish. It will be found in 
“The Thames Fishing By-laws, 1883” this mode has been 
adopted. B. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Very few of our members weighed in on the Sth inst., the following being 
the successful meinbers :—Mr. H. Shakel, bream, 121b. ; Mr. Roker, bream, 
31b ; Mr. T. Bowling, perch, 141b.—D. Davis, sec. 

Aug, 8. —— 
BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLERS. 

Mr. King’s prize was fished on the sth and 6th instant, and was won by 
Mr. H. Martin; Mr. G. Mumford, second; Messrs. G. Butterworth, jun , 
E. F, Sampson, A. Sampson, and G. Edwards also weighed in. Prizes will 
be fished tor at Amberley on the 12th inst.—A. SAmpson, hon. sec. 


Aug. 9. ——————— 

BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday last, August 6th, the members of our association held a com- 
petition at Berwick (Sussex) when about five and twenty brother anglers tried 
their luck fora few prizes presented by the association. The weather was fine, 
river in splendid condition, wind south-west. Some good bream were taken 
by Messrs. T. Anscome, H, Inman, and A. Cardy, the former with 72 lb., 
securing first prize value 30s.; Mr. H. Inman with 6 Ib., second; Mr. A. 
Cardy, (our worthy chairman) with 3} 1b being third, the fourth a book on 
British Fish by F, Buckland presented by Mr. W. Smith, was won by G, 
Saunders, the fifth falling to Mr. G. Ford. Amongst the members present. were 
Mr. Jas. Saunders, Messrs. Geo. and Wm. Saunders, G. F. and C. Stapleton, 
G. Ford, Chas. Hilton, N. Clark, Noble, Tullick,, Anscombe, Inman, Cardy, 
Dolton, Heathorne, Page, Harding, &c , &c. This association I am happy to 
say is in a most flourishing condition.—PIscaTor. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The trays were well-filled with roach, dace, rudd, bream, and jack on Aug. i 
the fcllowing members being the chief contributors :—Mr. Hastings, sen., 
roach; Mr. Strong, two jack; Mr. Whitmore, roach and dace; Mr, Hopkins, 
one jack ; Mr. H. Collins, rudd; Mr. Gibbons, one jack; Mr. Hastings, 
jun., roach; and Mr. G. Hadkiss, bream and roach.—T. G. WALKEn. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
‘The following members weighed in on the 5th :—Mr. Castell, bream from 
Dagenham, 11 lb.; Mr. Nitz, bream from the Welsh Harp ; and Messrs. 
Plumstead, sen., and Chambers, roach and bream from Amberley.—Cas, 


_ CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 

On the sth inst. Mr, Turner had a fine show of bream and roach; Mr. 
Tompkins had some nice perch ; other membezs were our, but were too late to 
weigh in, Through the death of an old and well-known member of this club 
(Mr, Frank Jones) an appeal will bemade to the generosity of brother anglers to 
defray his funeral expenses. This is a deserving case. AJl remittances should 
be addressed to Mr. Smith, treasurer, Horseshoe, Clerkenwell Close.—J. W° 
Power, sec. 

Aug. 7. ——— 

CREWE NO. 1 ANGLING SOC:ETY. 

The annual dinner of the Crewe No. 1 Angling Society was held on Satur- 

day week, at the Old Oak Farm Hotel, Crewe. There was a good 





attendance. Mr. S. Jones presided, inthe absence of Mr, Wallace Lumb, the 
president of the society, and among others present were—Mr. Sutcliffe (of 
Marchester), Mr. Sharman (Northwich), Messrs. Henry Bull (treasurer), 
Samuel Hoole (secretary), Peter McCluskey, Robert Seddon, Elijah Half. 
penny, Thomas Latham, John Rigby, C. Mitchell, Edward Dyke, T.Fotherby, 
Jobn Bean, Colin Meredith, Carro!, Edwin Bebbington, Walter Diggle, J. 
Clarke, Joseph Eaton, Ridgway, James Bond, J. Greenhalgh, R. Johnson R.- 
Shaw, Mulliner, R. Cole, Whitfie'd, and others. A capital dioner, provided 
by Hostess Rawson, was thoroughly appreciated. After dinner, the chairman 
said he was sure they all regretted the absence of their worthy president, Mr. 
Lumb ; but his father-in-law (Mr. Bennion) was entertaiaing his employees 
that day, and it was only natural that both Mr. and Mrs. Lumb should wish 

to be present. (Hear, hear.) Had it not been for that circumstance, Mr. Lumb 
would have been there to grace their festive board by his presence. (Applause ) 
The usual loyal toasts were then given. The chairman, in proposing ‘ The 
Patrons of Crewe No. 1 Angling Society,’’ said that they were perhaps the 
most unfortunate body of anglers living within reasonable distance of fishing 
waters, inasmuch as they had no public waters near them. They were indebted 

for whatever liberty and enjoyment they had in this direction to the kindness 
and liberality of several owners of private waters in the neighbourhood. He 
regretted that for the last three or four months they had been under _prohibi- 
tion from fishing in consequence of the so-called Fish Preservation Act The 
close season lasted;three months, and they were now prevented from aps 
proaching the riverside by growing crops, so that they would not be able to. 

do much fishing till about the end of September. As he had said, for the last 
three or four months they had been prohibited, and just as anglers were ready 

for the fray, they found that at Minshull and Minshull Vernon many fish had 
been poisoned. He was not there to say how such wholesale destruction had 
been brought about. But he would say this—that had the framers of the 
Fish Preservation Act employei only one-half the ingenuity- of 
mind on some method to prevent the pollution of rivers they would have earned 
the gratitude of every working man. (Hear, hear.) The fish had a close season 

of their own ; when they were not in the right fettle there was no getting 
them. He regret’ed to say that according to the reports of their members last 
week there had been hundreds and thousands of fish washed down the 
Weaver, This damaged the fishing to an incalculable extent, and made the 
anglers’ enjoyment almost impossible. As a society, they hadto beg hard for 
their priviled,es, and, therefore, they were interested in the preservation of 
fish from destruction in this wholesale manner. Were it not for the prizes offered.,, 
which stimul:ted their members to exertion, he thought some of them would 
have given up disheartened. The society had, however, to thank their kind 
patrons for the privileges which they gave them, and their thanks were 
especially due to such gentleman as Sir Phillip Egerton, of Oulton Park the 
Hon. W. F. Tollemache, M.P., of Tilston Lodge ; Squire Poole, of Marbury 
Hall; Mr. Howarth, the Broomlands, Nantwich; Mr. Bailey, and Mr. Side- 
botham, of Manchester ; Mr. Lloyd, of London, and others. These were friend; 4 
of the working man, whose welfare they had at heart, by allowing them the re-_ 
creation and enjoyment of fishing in their waters. (Applause.) He coupled with 
the toast the name of one of the oldest and truest friends of the society, Mr. _ 
Sharman, of Northwich. (Applause.) Mr. Sharman, who was received with _ 
applause, said it gave him very great pleasure to be present at their festive 
board. As long as the members of the Crewe No. 1 Angling Society conducted 
themselves in such a straightforward manner they might depend upon it that “J 
none of their patrons would withdraw their privileges from them, (Applause.) 
The Chairman announced that Mr. Sharman’s three prizes for the next season 
were already at the disposal of the society. The prizes for the past season were _ 
then awarded, the following being the names of the successful competitors:— _ 
] ace.—1, Samuel Jones; 2. John Rigby; 3, Walter Diggle. Trout.—1, 
Samuel Fowles; 2 John Clarke ; 3, Elijah Halfpenny. Roach.—1, Robert 
Seddon ; 2, Joseph Eaton ; 3, Robert Seddon. Bream.—1, William Stavers ; rh 
2, Samuel Hoole 3, Thomas Latham. Chub.—1, Thomas Fotherby ; 2, Robert 
Seddon ; 3, Thomas Fotherby. Perch.—1, Joseph Eaton; 2, James Bond; 
3, Elijah Halfpenny. Pike.—1, James Bond; 2, James Bond; 3, John Green- 
halgh. Gudgeon.—1, Joseph Eaton ; 2, Joseph Eaton; 3, Richard Johnson. 
Ruff.—1, Peter Shaw ; 2,Samuel Jones. The champion prize for the season 
was taken by the chairman himself, who said it should go down through his’ 
family asa heirloom. A prize to the keeper of the water wherein the best fish 
were caught was awarded to Mr. Baines. Mr. T. Latham proposed ‘* Success 
to Crewe No. 1 Angling Society.’’ He alluded tothe great interest which Mr. 
Lumb had always taken in the society, without whom they wouli have fared 
very badly indeed, and to whom their present condition was materially due. 
He himself had beena member of the society now for many years; he had 
watched its progress, and he was glad to say that it was never in a more 
flourishing condition than it was to-day. (Applause.) They had better prospects 
before them than ever. It gave him great pleasure to see his friend Mr. Jones 
present, and to testify to the interest which he had ever taken in angling and 
in the society. He coupled his name with the toast. (Loud applause.) The 
Chairman, in reply, again alluded to Mr. Lumb’s absence, and said that a more 
kind-hearted, generous, open-handed gentleman it was impossible to find. He 
had worked for them very hard, and his labours had been eminently successful 
in obtaining for them many privileges. The society were under a deep debt 
of gratitude to him. He was tauly a thorough gentleman, the friend of the 
working men of Crewe, and especially anglers. (Applause.) He thanked them 
on behalf of Mr. Lumb, and it would be a pleasant duty to convey to him the 
enthusiastic manner in which his health had been received. Mr, Sutcliffe, of 
Manchester, proposed the health of ‘‘The Chairman of the Meeting ” (Mr. 


Jones). The chairman suitably responded. During the evening some ca = | 




















songs were sung by Mr. Carrol, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Ridgway, Mr. R. Cole, 
Mr. Sharman, Mr, Mulliner, Mr. S. Jones, Mr. John Clarke, and others, 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in on the Sth inst. : Mr. Penn, perch and 
roach from the Ouse, one of the latter going 1 lb. ; Mr. Willcockson, rudd and 
perch from private waters; Mr. Neagus, roach and dace; Mr. T. Welch, roach, 
perch, and gudgeon; Mr. F. Long, roach; Mr. Burwash, roach, all from the 
Stort; and Mr. W. Long, perch from the Lea. Several others out, but had 
no luck.—W. H. BurwasH, jun., sec. 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 
The trays were well filled on the 5th and 6thinst, Mr. Harris showing a 
splendid take of roach from the Colne, the largest scaling 1 Ib. 62 oz., Mr. 
Baxter also having a fine show from same place. Mr. Severn, bream from 
Wimbledon Lake.—J. Avon, sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The above club had a@ very nice show of fish on Monday last, of bream, 
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jack, tench, and roach, The principal take was Mr. G. Stevens’, 19 lb. of 
bream and 3 lb. of roach; Mr. Money, one jack ; Mr. Weber, tench and perch; 
Mr. Foster, Roach; Mr. Holdsworth, roach ; Mr. Nathen, bream; Mr. Gray, 
jack; and Mr. Stevens, had 15 1b. of bream and roach on Wednesday.—F. a. 
GRAY, sec.- 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On July 29 the following members brought in fish :—Haines, carp ; Sampson, 
roach; G. Green, R. Murphy, trout and dace, the trout was 21b. 540z., and the 
dace were good specimens, from’Io oz. to 12 0z., all taken with the fly, the Wick- 
ham’s fancy. Ihave found that fly to kill better than any other this last 
month. On August 5th, Singlehurst, roach; Maybury, roach; Sluggett, 
roach. On Tuesday last there was no members present.. There was an appeal 
by a member to our Club Benevolent Fund. One pound was granted to the 
case, and one member enrolled. Our annual dinner takes place at the Rye 
House on the 2oth inst., when we hope to have a large attendance. Miss 
Emily Roberts has kindly given a handsome silver-plated cup to be run for on 
that day, the distance to be 150 yards handicap; 6d. entrance; to be made 
another prize. There is a large number entered for it, and I think it will add 
to the pleasure of the day.—_R. Murruy. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The fol'owing members exhibited from Amberley on the 5th :—Mr. Green, 
jack, bream, androach ; Mr. Henrie, jack and roach; Mr. Allen, roach, dace, 





and bream; Mr. Roach, bream and roach ; Mr. Stanton, dace; Mr. R. Fellows, | 


roach and dace; Nobby Hall, roach and bream. On the 6th—Mr, Allen, 
roach and bream; Mr. Green, bream; Mr. J. Roach, bream and roach; Mr, 
Henrie, bream and dace.—PIx1E. 


GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Only four of our members weighed in fish on the 5th inst., the result being 
a yery nice show of roach and bream, weighing between 20 and 30 lb., and one 
very nice tench. On the 12th we fish a match at the Welsh Harp, Hendon, 
for four valuable prizes. At our committee meeting, which was held on 





, Thursday, the 2nd inst., Mr. W. Fitzgerald was unanimously elected president 


; 


for ensuing half-year.—JosH. J. HOLMEs, sec. 

Aug. 7. 

GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in on the sth inst.:—Mr. G. Major, 
71b. 12 02.; J. Fitch, 7 lb. 5 0z.; J. Watling, 3 lb. 8 oz.; G. Watling, 
3.lb. 6 oz. ; Page, 1b. 11 oz., all from Amberley. Mr. Stammer, g lb. 3 oz. ; 
Mr. Watley, 21b. 80z., from Welsh Harp. C. Major, 2 lb. 9 oz., from the 
Thames. Messrs. Theobald Stammer and Parkin also weighed in on Monday. 
—J. Fircu, sec, 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

. Holiday week notwithstanding, there was a very good attendance on Tuesday 
evening last, at the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Basinghall Street. The chair was 
taken by Dr. Brunton. The attraction of the evening was a paper by Mr. A. 
W. Parker on ‘* Angling Competitions ’’ He approved of the society’s rule of 
giving prizes for the Jargest fish in preference to gross weight, and submitted a 
tabulated form shewing a method of averaging an angler's work ina competi- 
tion, so that the prizes should be awarded for the best all-round results. This 
form requires a fuller explanation than can be given here, and as it deserves the 
attention of every angling society anxious to dispose of its prizes to members 
who have done the best work, we hope to be able to give a detailed descripjion 
of it another time. Mr. Ghurney described the mode of prize giving adopted 
in the society to which he belonged, but contended that the rules of a competi- 
tion must mainly depend on the circrmstances of the members. Dr. Lloyd 
spoke as to the difficulty of defining an angler’s day; and the chairman also 
urged the same difficulty. He approved of a competition as suggested by Mr. 
Parker, but they had, as a society, laid down arule of prizes for the finest 
fish, and anything which tended to average weight prizes should be most care- 
fully avoided. A vote of thanks haviag been passed to Mr. Parker for his 
paper, and to Dr. Brunton for his services in the chair, the remainder of the 
evening was devoted to music.—H. 


HAMMERSMITH UNiLED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2nd Mr.Inman, § bream, 4 1b 9 oz., from Wimbledon ; Mr. Walters 
had dace from Cowley ; Mr. Alldridge, 2 bream, 4 lb. 13 oz., I eel, 2 1b. 53 02., 
and a nice trout from the same place. On the 4th Mr. Lewis had dace from 
the Crab Tree. Messrs. Burbidge and Allder had bream onthe sth. Mr. 
Penny took the Ist prize in the Bank Holiday match, and the other winners 
were Messrs. Lewis, Etms, Inman, and Peachey. Messrs. Allder and Toms 
had the same weight for the 6th prize.—Araus. 





HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very fine show of fish on the sth inst., Mr. A, Fish being the best, with 
Io lb. bream, besides roach. Messrs. Rider, Furlong, and Perham had nice 
shows of perch. The members of the above society having received three 
consecutive invitations to return meetings on Wednesday evenings, wish to 
express their inability to attend the same, as that is their club night, unless it 
is within easy distance.—C, J. Mirxir. 


HIGHBURY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

The result of a very keen competition on the 5th and 6th inst. (both 
days being included as one weighing in) produced a very handsome display of 
all fish, and the members contributing were as follows:—Mr. G. Howell, a 
capital show of bream, roach, and dace from Amberley, securing two of the 
prizes; Mr. Temple, perch and gudgeon from the Lea; Mr. Edwards, a good 
take of bream from the Welsh Harp, taking third prize; Mr. E. Wheatley, 
roach, perch, and dace (Thames) ; Mr. Hailey Champ, roach,{dace, and perch, 
Thames; Mr. C. Lewis, barbel, chub, and roach, Thames ; Mr. Devonshire, 
a fine show of gudgeon and perch, Thames; Mr. Arnold, dace, roach and 
bream, Ouse; Mr. Payne, roach and dace, Ouse; and Mr. Anthony, bream, 
Ouse,—JAS. EDWARD WHEATLEY, sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Twenty-four members of this society had an outing for seven prizes in the 
river Stort, from Roydon Lock to Harlow, on the sth inst. The takes of 
weighable fish were’not very great. The following were the winners :—First 
prize, W. Pledyer; second, A. Brockett; third, H. Da Costa; fourth, G. 
Swinerton ; fifth, A. Hattemore ; sixth, H. Steadman ; seventh, G. H. Wood. 
S. Cobe also weighed fish. H. Cope had perch from the Rye House, J. 





_ Osborne weighed in 17} 1b. roach, Jacobs 6} Ib. dace, J. Huntley weighed ia 


tudd, On August 19th, the members will tish for their last prizes in the Lee, 
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atthe Rye House. The annual dinner will take place at the Rye House on 
August 26th. —R. GHURNEY. 


~ Se 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Most of our members that went out on the 5th managed to secure some 
fish, not so much in quantity as quality; H. Moore being at the head of the 
list with a handsome show of perch, one scaling 21b. A complimentary visit 
will take place on Thursday, August 30th, at the Brownlow Arms, Betterton- 
Street, Drury Lane, W.C., when we shall be happy to have the company of as 
many brother anglers and friends as can make it convenient to attend.— 
H. Moors, sec. -_—_—— 


ISAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Angling here has been pretty successful last week, some good takes being 
announced, our members showing rather prominently, one member grassing 
9 brace of trout. Myself and a few other members of our society had « day's 
outing last week. The baskets were not large as the time was ra'her limited, 
and the greater portion of the time was taken up in dispensing with the bait 
provided by the hostess, consisting of a three-quarters of lamb, with marrows, 
kidney beans, new apple puddings, dessert in abundance, grown upon the 
premises. Each member was credited with fish or eels. I was fortunate in 
landing a shark, weighing 5? Ib., in fine condition, and got my gorge in the 
stomach of a very much larger one, but through the clumsiness of a man in 
clearing my line broke it, he having run me out, and so set the fish free to die 
of hunger. Angling seemed to be but a secondary consideration with many 
of our members, so intent were they in rambling the river bank, and enjoying 
the beautiful scenery only to be seen here of the Cotswold Range ; it must be 
seen to be appreciated, and at a trifling cost you may go to the top of them 
and look down into the garden of England, a sight seen when the orchards are 
in bloom never to be forgotten. While returning I met with an old angler, 
who tells me that two days previously a native caught twenty-five roach, weigh- 
ing 301b.60z. Perhaps I may here mention that those heavy roach are a 
bastard, or cross between a bream and roach, and may be caught here up to 
4 and 5 lb. in weight, and of which there are a great quantity. The time for 
departure from here now became necessary, so each made for the station, and 
in twenty minutes were landed at the club-house, and after drinking success to 
the angling society, prepared to return to their respective homes, hoping the 
time is not far distant for a repetition of the Isaac Walton outing day.—C. 
PRICE, hon. sec. 

The shows of fish have been very good lately. Mr. G. Bliss had rr Ib. 2 oz. 
of nice bream, also 14 0z. of roach. Mr W.H. Mecham had 10 Jb, 4 oz, 
of bream and roach, Mr. W. Wiltshire has been well amongst the 
dace, he had five beauties which weighed 4 1b., he also had a nice trout which 
scaled 1 1b, 60z. Mr. R. Perrin, has had some goodroach, Mr. G@. Wood, 
dace and roach. Mr. G. Rolt had some very good roach. Mr. F. A Haw- 
thorne had perch. The members will have a day out together on the 
26th inst., on which occasion three prizes will be fished for between ,Carthagena 
Weir, and Rattys Weir, one prize given by Mr. T. Dennison, Sen., fir the 
heaviest fish taken, barjack, and two prizes given by Messsrs. G. Wood and 
A. Bass, for the first two heaviest weights of any kind. Three special prizes 
will be fished for on Wednesday, September 5th, conditions of which will be 
published next week. — 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE. 

Some very good shows on August 5. Our persevering member, Mr. Abrams, 
met with success amongst the bream, heading the list; Messrs. Bransgrove and 
Dutton had roach, Messrs. Young and Sparrow being too late to weigh in with 
some good roach and perch, some of the latter going over 1 1b.—They wili stay 
till the last train, and lose the lot.—W. Dutron, sec. 





LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY, 
Our members were out on the Sth, but met wiih indifferent success, only a 
small show of roach and perch being placed on the trays. We have a peg- 
down match on 26th August, at Dagenham.—D, Davy, sec. 





LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members went out on the Sth and 6th, with the following 
results.—Messrs. Humphreys, dace &c., 9 lbs. 8 oz; Petrie, Bream, 12 lb. 
4 0z.; Ki. Barr, bream, 6 lb. 8 oz.; Raine, bream and perch, 4 1b. 430z; B. 
Graham, bream, 3 1bio oz.;_ F. Moore, bream, 1 1b; J. Goodes, perch and 
roach. I hope good luck will still further attend us.—W. Brown, Sec. 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Twenty-one of our members were at the Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, on Bank 
Holiday, competing for prizes. The weather was rather unfavourable at the 
beginning of the day, but cleared up afterwards. We fouad the river very low 
and clear, and much against fly fishing, but in fairish condition for bottom 
fishing. On assembling at half-past 6 to weigh in, it was found the trout prize 
had been won by Mr, Boulding; the first prize in the coarse fish class, by 
Mr. Chandler (a brass flower stand of his own presenting), second prize by 
Mr. Cardwell, and third by Mr. W. Jones. Unfortunately a party were 
petting the river for salmon where the contest came off, and quite spoiled the 
ordinary fishing, and, in consequence, the baskets were somewhat smaller than 
usual. After the weighing in, the party sat down to one of Mr. Baugh’s (Cross 
Keys Hotel) famous diuners, which was thoroughly enjoyed, and then we started 
for home, fairly well satisfied with the out, but a little disappointed at our poor 
success. Our next competition will take place in water nearer home, as the 
journey to Llanymynech is somewhat long for one day, and the return, after a 
hard set-to at fishing, fatiguing. —R. WoOoLFat., hon. sec. 





LONDON AND SOUTH-WESTERN RAILWAY ANGLING CLUB, 

A match has been arranged for the 12th inst., at Datchet. All members to 
go down by first train, and meet at Datchet Station. Roving match between 
Albert Bridge and Old Windsor Lock ; three prizes. Mr. Fortescue had a 
good specimen last week, bream, 3}1b.; all other members a blank.—J. 
WooDCock, sec. 


Aug’. 4. ——-- 
et MUTUAL (GLOUCESTER) ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting, held on Thursday, the 2nd inst., the secretary 
reported that through the kindness of Councillor Arkell, the club had per- 
mission to have the fish out of the Robinswood Hill Reservoir, and accordingly 
arrangements were made to take them on the Friday afternoon. At the time 
appointed half a dozen of the members met at the reservoir, provided each 
with a landing-net and bucket, to transfer the fish from the pool to a water 
cart which we had in waiting ; but we might just as well have gone to the river 
with the same implements, for there was quite 2 feet of water in the pool, and 
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in some places more. Well, we did not know what to do under the circum - 
s‘ances, but after a few moments’ consideration our secretary drove off to 
Walham, about three miles distant, to fetch an old drag net, which took him 
about an hour, during which time we indulged in the ‘‘ weed ”’ and sundry drops 
of ‘‘home brewed’ which we had taken the precaution to take with us. Uponhis 
retuin the first business was to repair the net, which had several large holes in 
it. This task was pleasingly undertaken by one and all, and when completed 
we began our work in earnest. ‘* Well, they must be fools,’’ says one of the 
onlookers; ‘there is no fishin there.” Stop a bit, ‘my friend, and we shall 
soonsee, Our net was not long enough to take a clean sweep of the pool at 
once, so we decided to take a corner at a time. One of the Corporation men, 
with long wading boots, came to our help, and took one end of the net out, 
and one of our members, with long boots on, beat the fish up into the corner, 
Now began our first haul, and as we came along it was a sight to see the fish 
jumping over and through the net, nearly the whole of them being perch from 
2 to 4 oz. each, and when the net was hauled ashore nearly every mesh cons 
tained a perch, and we had some beautiful samples. of roach from 
2)b. to 21 1b. each. Sowe went on time after time till our water-cart would 
hold’ no more. and we had to leave behind us more than six times. the quantity 
of fish we were going to take away. Before leaving the pool we placed in the 
tank with the other fish a beautiful roach of about 2} lb. which was intended to 
be preserved as a memento of the occasion ; but on the way it was purloined, 
much to our mortification, for we had given all the large fish away with this 
single exception. When the cart arrived at our stock pool we found the water 
had very nearly all escaped, and was afraid that the fish were dead, but when 
transferred to the clear water after remaining stationary a few seconds, they 
darted to the bottom. This is the second lot of fish we have put in the water, 
the first about a month ago, consisting mostly of tench, bream, and carp. 
We are stocking this for the winter-fishing, and when the mver is not in proper 
condition. We have had some very goed baskets of roach and dace shown in 
the club room this last week, the best bait being gentles, whilst the worm has 
teen successful with the eel and flounder fishers. -W. L. 


NORTH-WESTERN . ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The following members weighed in fish during the holidays :—Messrs. Stead, 
Grindley, and Marshall, perch and bream; Mr. Cross, roach (who was also 
busy with the eels) ; Mr. Marshall, bream, on the 9th inst.—W. HILLign, sec. 


ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since my last report to you we have had some capital trays of fish, Messrs. 
Longman, Crafford, Laundy, Obbard, Drew, sen., G. Drew, Richardson, and 
Parkes having weighed in for the month of July, the members having been 
competing for four prizes—Mr. Lucy’s prize, won by Mr. Longman; Mr. 
Crafford’s prize, won by Mr. Drew, sen., largest bream 2 lb. 12 oz.; Mr. G, 
Drew’s prize, second largest bream, 2 lb. 4 oz., won by Mr. Obbard; Mr. 
Lavender’s prize, won by Mr. G. Drew. The takes have been fairiy good, the 
totals for the month being 98 Ib. 44 oz. On August’ the 6th, the following 
members weighed in:—Messrs. Obbard, Laundy, Longman, and Crafford. 
Some capital fish ; total, 29 lb. 63 0z.—J. CBBARD, sec. 

PEACEABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This club is now in working order. The members that were out on July 29th 

met with fair sport, consisting of roach and dace. -—W. CoLLING, sec. 








PECKHAM BROTHERS, 
fi{The members of this society competed for three prizes, given by Messrs. 
Stidolph, Bicknell, and Cox, to be contested for at Weybridge, on the 5th. 
Mr. Otjen took the first, Mr. Stidolph second, and Mr. Scratch Page third. On 
the 19th, another contest will take place at Staines, the limit being from Staines 
Bridge to Penton Hook.—P1xtk, 
PHOENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above did rot meet withas good sport as they expec'ed. 
Their show of fish was very good, but not so large in weight-as last seascn, but 
tll very fresh. Mr, Slater had anice lot of fish, consisting of roach, perch, bream, 
and tench. Mr. Keen had roach, bream, and pike. Mr. Ashley, a very pretty 
show of roach, in splendid condition. Mr. Elbourn, a very fine show of roach 
and bream, and a very nice eel, turning the scale at 1]b. 8 0z. Mr Balter had 
bream; Mr. Herd, roach and bream; Mr. Pritchard, roach; Mr. Neaves, 
reach ; Mr. Grist, some splendid roach, in capital condition; Mr. Clark, 7 lb. 
of very nice roach on Tuesday, caught in three hours, in beautiful condition. — 


J. G. 


REDDITCH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Last week a notice appeared in the FigsHinG GAzeTTE from the Redditch 
Angling Club, stating that Messrs. J. Field and F. Laugher had taken 23 lb. 
and 20 lb. roach and dace, and that the tackle used was Allcock’s new standaid 
roach hooks and fine gut. The fish taken by Mr. Field were exhibited at the 
club house of the above society, Mr. Field being a member; and, further, 
they were caught with Charles Court’s fine wire roach hooks, tied to hair.— 
JOHN E. WILKES, sec. 

RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The summer dinner of the above society was held at the Station Hotel, 
Richmond, on Wednesday last, Mr. F.C. Clench in the chair, Mr. H. B. 
Tervill, vice-chair, Also present—Messrs. A. J. Little, H. Taman, J. Plant, 
G. L. Rowland, J. P. Houghton, W. F. Perkins, E. H. Smith, R. B. 
Matthews, J. A. W. Griffiths, 8. Morbey, F. A. Crew, J. Summers, W. 
Johnson, D. East, &c.; hon. member, W. J. P. Wheeldon; visitors, Messrs. 
Austin, W. Little, &c. ‘The presentation of prizes (won during the past 
session of 1882-3) took place on this occasion as follows :—Mr. E. H. Smith, 
The Abbot Challenge Cup, The Peek and Laurence Cup, The Sach’s Cup, 
gross weight of trout prize, gross weight of roach prize, gross weight of pike 
prize, gross weight of chub prize, gross weight of gudgeon prize, specimen 
prize brook trout, barbel, perch, dace, society’s prize for gross weight and 
specimen barbel. Mr. vice-chairman Dickinson, The Pike Challenge Cup for 
heaviest specimen. Mr. Nathen, rudd, gross weight and specimen, also tench 
prize. Mr. W. Johnson, gross weight dace prize, specimen roach and bream 
prizes. Mr. J. L. Matthews, specimen chub, two prizes and society’s prize. 
Mr. W. H. Marjason, roach specimen prize weighed on Wednesday. Mr. G 
Eydmann, specimen bream, two prizes, &c. There was also a competition for 
gross weight of roach and dace on tke 8th inst., with following result :— 
Messrs. E. H. Smith and J. H, Gaunt, 1st and 2nd, fishing with Pert 
Hammerton, Twickenham Deeps, two very handsome trays of fish, and 
gentlemen wanting a good fisherman would do well to secure the services of 
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Hammerton, and will find in him a very decent fellow, and need never feir 
unsizable fisk in his well, the simple and efficient rule being to mark the sizes 
on the lid of the well, and [ should be glad to see the practice carried out in 
every punt. The third prize was taken by Mr. W. H. Marjason. The usual 
toasts and harmony followed above announcement, the musical arrangements 
being carried out very efficiently by Mr. H. P, Donnelly, the society’s musician, 
assisted by Messrs, Crew, Griffiths, &c. Permission is now granted to members, 

upon application to the secretary, to fish in the society’s witer at Ashford. — 
J. H. Gaunt. : PBK. Es 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. haan? ; 
Mr. Grant visited Ponder’s End on the’5th inst». He managed to get a few 
fish, but they were rather small. He thinks that, if’ the weeds were cut in this 
water it wou'd bea great improvement toit. Mr. Arnsby had some good sport 
among the barbel at Day’s, he informs me, but he could’ not manage to land 
one ; just as he was about to doso his rod broke. He succeeded, after repair- 


Pi 


-ing it, in getting among some nice roach. Three prizes wete given for c»mpeti- 


tion for the Bank Holiday, conditions being go where and fish, how you like, 
punt or bank. Only one prize was taken, and that was gained by Mr. Grant, 
with fish from Walton-on-Thames.’ The other tivo prizes will stand over to 
the next competion... Mr. E.| Pyne was elected a member of this society on the 
8th inst, —PIxIr. ; 


— 


SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Met in good force at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street. when some good 
shows of fish were shown by Messrs. Smith, Bennett, Croome, Weston, 
Holben, and Smith. Some. capital songs were rendered by the visitors aud 
members who attended the meeting.—Esox Lucius. 





SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY... 
The next’return visit of the South London United willbe paid to this club on 
Monday evenitig next, the 3rd inst., when itis hoped the societies interested 
will muster in good force and make us a bumping visit.—J. Kirwan, sec. 





indi. _ SOUTH LONDON UNITED, voile 
The above’ society have decided to have another of their’ very successful 


outings. This time it is decided to have ‘a: pegged-dowa mitch.at. St.. 
Margaret’s, on September 30th. Entrance fee, as usual, 1s.—WM. /ALiEN, 
hon. sec.” ; t , : ; 


STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

At our ordinary meeting on the 8th, at’ which there was a medium 
attendance of members, after the conclusion of the usual business an interesting 
little paper was read by one of our members, ‘‘ Ye Stanley Rose,’’ entitled 
“ A-Night’s Bream Fishing on the Ouse.” This paper, written in the 
compiler’s usual happy manner, gave great and unanimous satisfaction. Our 
Axgust Bank Holiday competition was won by Mr. C. Scull, Mr. Pistrucci 
gaining the second prize. ‘Mr. Wheatstone’s special prize for heaviest roach or ~ 
perch taken on that day was also won by Mr. C. Scull During the week, 
Mr. Wheats one has weighed in—perch, 4 1b 4 0z.; trout, 2 1b. 2? 0z. Mr. 
Pistrucci, roach, 2 1b. 6} 02.5 trout, 1 Tb. 1102: “Mr. Scull, roach, 14 lb. 
8 oz., heaviest, 1 1b. 2.0z.; on another day, roach, 10 lb. 12 oz. Mr. W.R. 
Humby, tench, 3 1b. 12} oz. ‘Members are reminded that a special day's 
outing has been arranged for Wednesday, 5th September, and that the locality 
will be announced in due course —G. E. W. ‘ 

P.S.—It has just been settled that the competition will take place in the 
neighbourhood of the town of Huntingdon. 





SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The grand competition of the season among the members of this society took 
piace on the 8th inst. Unlike previous compe itions that have taken place 
during past years, this was an open one. ~ Members were allowed to- 
go where they liked, public or private, ome~mile or two hundred miles away, so — 
Jong as the fish were caught that day by the exhibitor. Theexcitement among 
the members and their friends commenced as soon as the chairman (Mr. G. Duck) 
took his ‘seat and exhibited his fish, which consisted of perch and jack—only a — 
few fish, but they made it up in weight. Next came Mr. Linstead, with jack 
and roach from Norfolk; Mr. Grigg, dace from Richmond; Mr. Bansback, 
roach and dace from Blunham; Mr. Hdward, roach and dace from Ringwood. 
Each arrival was greeted with loud cheers, and it was not known until the last 
minute allowed (11.45) for weighing in fish had passed who were the prize 
winners. The time having arrived, the secretary read out the prizes and their 
respective winners; and when it became known that Mr. G. Duck (late of Old 
Kent Road Fire Station) had succeeded in winning the silver cup, a hearty 
shout of applause was given. Mr. Duck is one of the oldest members of this 
society, and is much respected in this neighbourhood, and, I hope, everywhere 
else. The following are the names of the prize winners ;:—Mr. Duck, 15 lb. 
I 0z., perch and jack, silver cup; Mr. Edwards, 8 lb. 3} oz., roach and dace, 
£3 35.3 Mr. Grigg, 6 lb. 103 oz., dace, £2 2s.; Mr. Boalch, roach and dace, 
ZI 1s.; Mr. Beckett, roach and dace, £1 1s: ; Mr. Bansback, roach and dace : 
Mr. Linstead, jack and roach; Mr. Murray, bream and roach; Mr. Howard, 
roach. No honorary member exhibited, therefore those prizes will stand over 
for another occasion, —PIxIz, rai 










UNITED LONDON ANGLERS’ CENTRAL COMMITTEE. #} 
The monthly meeting will take place on Monday next, August 13th, at 
9 p.m., Mr. 8. Morgan chairman.-—R, GHURNEY, sec.. sane “ 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. ‘ ~oh 
The result of the competition that took place on the 5th and 6th is as 
follows :—Mr. R. Cain, first, with bream from Cobham; Mr. Bedford second, 
and Mr. Fox third. Mr. Deiehaye had- some nice roach from Byfleet. The 
following gentlemen also exhibited fish :—Messrs. Bayley, Beale, Piolaine, and 
Hawkridge. The next competition will take place on Thursday, the 23rd, for 
Mr. Edward's prize of a guinea and Mr. Delehaye, sen.’s, halt-guinea.—PIXiE. 


WALTONIANS. _ 

August Ist. Mr. Rushbrook had jack 61b, 11 oz. from the Harp, August 
sth., Messrs. Jukes, Starr, H. Putman, and Rushbrook weighed in. August 
6th., Mr. T. Watkins weighed in a barbel 3 1b. 13} 0z., Mr, Morris, chub, 
dace, and roach, 7 lbs. 10 oz. ; Mr. Jos, Moore, roach, 4 Ibs. 53 oz. 


| ‘ 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Farr Pray.—Ifyour clab has no rule suspending a member from use of his 
rights and privileges during the period between his breaking the rules.and 
the decision of the committee thereon, your majority was probably right in 
allowing him to weighin. You say it was ‘‘proved that he had acted 
unfairly,’ but do not say when this was proved. If the matter came 
before the club at once, and they merely referred it to a committee, how 
was the member to know that he would not be allowed to compete? Even 
the committee decided he was still to compete in some matches. It would 
be wise of your club, and all others, to have a rule suspending a member 
convicted of breaking the rules until the matter had beensettled. In many 
clubs with the rules are given the punishment for breaking them, and most 
clubs would at once expel a member who deliberately attempted to gain a 
prize by breaking one of the most important conditions on which a match 
was fished. : 

Jack FLoAT.—Of course a walking-stick fly rod can never be so good as’ one 
of ordinary make, and it requires a little practice to get used to the action, 
as there is no playin the butt. Mr. Stevens, fishing-tackle maker, Berwick 
on Tweed, supplied us with the one we described, the best and cheapest we 
have seen. The winch is attached by a couple of strong india rubber 
rings. 

J. H., Brrxtoy.—Striking from the winch. . We do not know-where you will 
get a winch suitable for striking from; but, surely, if you describe what you 
want to any tackle maker, he can make you one, or procure one for you 
with therightamountof ‘ pull” onit; but you could doit yourself if you tried— 
at any rate, after a trial or two. Yes ; you must alter the ‘‘ pull’’ if you alter 
the weight of your winch line. All you want is to get a winch and winch 
line to suit you, and then use no other. For trout, at any rate, this is much 

- the best plan. ru ; 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





WHY DO SEA-FISH TASTE OF SALT? 

S1r,—Allow me to tender my best thanks to yourself and Dr. Giinther for 
your great kindness in replying to the above. 

We read in the stomach of the whale scarcely anything is to be found, but in 
that of the cachalot there are loads of fishes, some half digested, some small, 
and others 8 or 9 feet long. 

The cachalot is, therefore, as destructive amongst smaller fishes as the whale 


- is harmless, and can at one gu'ph swallow a shoal of fishes down its enormous 


gullet. Here Master Philo the Clever made a calculation, and came to the con- 
clusion—how is best known to himself—that at least 2 cwt. of the briny went 
down with such ashoal. 

But we have seen without the shadow -of-a doubt that Fhilo for once 
reckoned without his host. ay ee ae 

In conclusion, It eg to inform you the explanation so kindly given by Dr. 
Giinther has perfectly satisfied me.—I am, &c,, MARK ANTONY, 


HOW A LARGE HAUL WAS GOT. t 

Srr,—Mr. Forbes being away (fishing in Wilts), will reply at length nex 

week to the letters of Messrs. Wheatstone and Walker.—I am, &c., 
Coleherne Hotel, 


South Kensington, S.W. : 


BIG PIKE. 

Sim,—It may interest some of your readers, in connection with the statement 
of ‘* Old Waltonian,”’ regarding the 8 feet pike, that 7 years ago I saw and 
measured the skeleton of a pike found by Mr, Stewart on the bank of a small 
pond, connected with Loch Tummel. Without the head the bone measured 
sft. roin, in length. ‘The remains were taken to London by an English gentles 
man, and examined by the late Frank. Buckland, Esq. The: largest. pike 
caught in Loch Tummel was captured, I believe, by myself; 28lb. This season 
I got one close on 241]b.; but I believe that monsters do exist, though never 
caught, the reason being, in my opinion, that the mere mouthful—tcothful, I 
ought to say—of a lure used, won’t tempt them.—I am, &c., 

Bohally, Pitlochry, 30th July. JAMES MACNEE. 





; ENORMOUS PIKE. ‘ 
S1r,—Linlithgow Loch, 18 miles from Edinburgh, where the’ supposed 
** Enormous Pike”? are, if true. I should like to come down and try for them. 
I have caught thousands in my time, and so have other London anglers, I 
know, who do not care about their names appearing in print, and so are lost to 
fame. I extract the following from ‘‘ The Sportsman’s Guide to Scotland,’ 
published at 52, Fleet Street :—‘‘ Linlithgow Loch is a beautiful sheet of water, 
but it yields no sport, save a few perchand eels. It can be fished by the pub- 
lic from the banks, but the Crown—who is the proprietor—charges a small sum 
per annum for leaye to have a boat onit.’? What does ‘‘ An Old Waltonian,”’ 
or Mr. Anderson, of Edinburgh, say to this? Are not the ‘‘enormous pike ’”’ 

a creation of the keeper to gull the ‘‘ Old Waltonian”’ P—I am, &c., 

: 7 T. BR, Sacus. 


THE ‘“ALEXANDRA” AND THE PIKE SCALE. 

S1r,— Would you kindly give us an article on how, when, and where to use 
the Alexandra fly ? Ihave been tryingit on the Derbyshire Wye, but the fish 
would not look at it. I fished down stream with it in the rough water, raising 
and lowering the rod point. Would you also tell me where I can obtain the 
pike-scale flies, like you used the other day on the Darenth, also the price per 
dozen.— &c., SPIDER. 

Bakewell. 

{We are are inclined to give Punch’s advice, and say, ‘Don’t use the 
Alexandra at all,’’ as its use is considered unsportsmanlike by many fly fishers. 
Curiously, it appears to be much more deadly ona chalk stream than on any 
other, for we have often heard anglers say they have done nothing with it on 
the Derwent, Wye, Dove, Eden, Wharfe, Yore, &c. To cast across and down 


stream and work it gently back by jerks is the usual method, letting it sink an 


inch or two between each draw. 
We shall be glad to hear how ‘Spider’? gets on with the pike+scale flies 


(which we were the first to introduce to English anglers) on the Wye, and we 
hope before long to see how they affect the graylinz. Theinventor and maker 
is Mr. J: Macnee, Loch Side, Pitlochry, Scotland, and -he charges 3s. per 
dozen, as the trouble of making them permits only of a few being made in a 
day. Where fish are shy, the hare’s ear, blue and yellow duns, and quilled 
gnats (red, green, and grey), all dressed small on fine drawn gut with pike scale 
wings, should be used.—ED. ] 





FISH AT KENSINGTON. 

Str,—Mr, J. Hotham expresses surprise that fish in the Aquarium suffer 
from a disease which eats away parts of their fins, and that he never found it on 
fish he has caught with rod and line. “When salmoa, or, in fact, any fish is 
afflicted with this disease they are weak and-disinclined to feed. It is most 
difficult.to. obtain even,roach and dace for the tanks without a few scales 
being knocked off, and when this is the case these places seem to be a seat 
for the fungoid growth, be it (S. ferax) or not, I cannot say. Some scientific 


* men think it may be caused from the cement used in fixing the rock work: I 


do not, for this reason—viz., I have had fish which have lost scales, and these 
fish have been placed in tanks with well filtered water, o rack or lime, and the 
same growth has been developed —I am, &c., T. J. MANN. 

A good growth of water-plants is the best preventive of disease on fish in 
aquaria.—Ep, 


GRAYLING IN THE COLNE. 

Srr,—It may be of interest to some of yout reacers to know that after the 
discussion which took place some two or three years agoin your paper, as_ to 
whether grayling would thrive in the river Colne, that in 1881 and 1882 I put 
into the river at Iver, Bucks, 2,000 fry, and that last week while fishing with a 
pekaie fancy fly, I took a grayling of about } 1b. weight, in splendid con- 

ition, 

This I believe to be the first fish of the kind ever taken in the river Colne, 
and I am going to have it preserved. 

Perhaps this news may be the means of others starting stocking their waters 
with this fish.—I_am, &c., SYDNEY SHUM. 

16, Theobald’s Road, Gray’s Inn, 

(formerly 3, King’s Road, Bedford Row) 
London, W.C., July 26. 

P.S.—When I sayI put 2,000 grayling into the water, I should say that it 
was in conjunction with Mr. Stevens and others, and that the fish was taken 
in Delaford Park, the property of the latter gentleman. 





THE EDEN, CARLISLE. 

Srr,—I should be glad if your correspondent, ‘‘ Silver Grey,’’ would kindly 
state in your next issue what the cost of license would be to fish the Eden for 
salmon and whitings at Carlisle and the other fishing stations thereto. By 
doing so he would oblige.—I am, &c., Agua AVIS. 

Kelso, July. 

P.S.—1 think an appeal by‘ Silver Grey’? to some of the Lancashire chub 
fishers would have a beneficial effect on what he calls the ‘‘chub nuisance.’’ 











FISHING AT WEYBRIDGE. 

S1r,—Fishing with Herbert Curr, of Thames Street, Weybridge, this week, I 
have caught four jack, one 14 1b, two 11 1b., and one 3 lb., a bream 4 lb., a 
barbel 3 1b., and any amount of roach and dace, but mostly undersized. 
H. Curr is a civil and obliging fisherman, and moderate.—I am, &c., 

9, Winsley Street, Oxford Street. Wm. SPALDING. 





TROUT-iISHING. 

When out trout-fishing yesterday 1 caught a rlb. male trout, and on 
handling it to release the fly, the milt ran from it as freely as if it had been the 
regular spawning season. 

Is not this a very unusual occurrence to meet with at this time of the year ? 

I caught two others of a1 1b. weight, one” of which wis a male, anl there 
were no signs of milt on pressing the fish. I also examined all the other males 
of seven brace of smaller fish, and could see no signs of milt. 

&s soonas I grasped the fish in questioa the milt shot out in a stream, and 
on examining the vent it was still issuing.—I am, &c , H. BRADFIELD. 

Aug. 7. 


A CHRISTIAN ACT. 

S1r,—I have just been informed that the c'ergyman at Bury, near Amberley, 
netted the river Arun last week, putting the fish upon his land to rot, I 
trust thisisnot correct. If this is soitis_a very un-Christianlike act—no 
doubt done to spite the London anglers.—I am, &c., 

A, FURLONG, 

66, Bread Street, Aug. 1. 





«“GAFFING” SALMON—CONVICTIIONS., 


AT the police-court, Machynlleth, on Wednesday, before the Rey. J. 
W. Kirkham, R. Jones, J. Bonsell, and J. Evans, Esqs., Richard 

enkins, of Cemmes, was charged by Evan Jones, water bailiff, with 
committing the above offence in the River Dovey, near Cemmes, on 
the 20th July last, in the daytime. Jones said, on the day in question, 
he saw the defendant, Jenkins, at the River Dovey, ‘“gafliing” a 
salmon, but he failed to get the fish out of the water. He was within 
two yards of defendant. John Jones, another bailiff, gave corrobora- 
tive evidence. Defendant was fined £3, including costs. David 
Jones, of Cwmllie, was also charged by the same complainant with 
aiding and abetting in the above case, The bench considered the 
case proved. Fined £2, including costs. 





Groncz Jamrs Earon, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the presentseason. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices 5 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 
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SALMON & TROUT FISHING. 


Chas. Farlow & Co., 
1901, STRAND. LONDON; 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 


SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
ieMEPIO [Re EGRsS OF SILK-WORM GUT. 


Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. 
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LOWER THAMES. 





BANK HOo.ipDAy. 


The river throughout was largely frequented by bank anglers; in some places 
there was scarcely any space between them. Their chance of sport was greatly 
interfered with by the wesh from steamers and pleasure boats. 


Richmond. 


Kit Brown, in five days, 90 lb. of roach and dace, a couple of barbel, and 
three brace of perch ; Edward Brown, in the same time, forty-nine dozen of 
roach and dace; Henry Wheeler has been making some very good takes of 
roach during the week ; Henry Mansell, in seven days, fifty-six dozen of good 
roach, five barbel, and a brace of carp weighing 64 1b., with Mr, C. E. Deacon; 
Henry Howard, one day, 10 Ib. of roach, another day five dozen of roach, and 
another day seven harbel, the largest 7 lh.; Job Brain, in one day, 16 lb. of 
good roach, and in four other days some good sport. The following single 
takes by bank anglers have been weighed in at the ‘Jolly Anglers’’: Mr. 
Price, ten dozen; Mr. Smith, 5 lb. of dace; Mr. Gray, 84 1b.; Mr. Wesson, 
91b.; Mr. Johnson, 51b.; Mr. Davis, 61b.; Mr, Healey, in two days, 
16 lb. ; and Mr. Webber, 17 lb. 


Twickenham. 

John Spong, in five days, twenty-seven dozen of roach and dace and four 
barbel ; J. Dobbin, in five days, twenty-five dozen of dace and five barbel ; 
George Coxen, in one day, 14 lb. of roach and dace, and in two other days 
thirteen dozen ot dace ; James Coxen, in two days, twelve dozen of dace and a 
barbel of 23 lb. ; Arthur Turner, in two days, twelve dozen of dace and a few 
roach ; Edward Finch has been well in amongst the roach during the week; 
and Samuel Cole, in five days, thirty dozen of roach and dace, three barbel, 
and one bream. ; 


Kingston. 

The angling has scarcely been up to the average this week, the Johnsons 
contenting their clients with an average of six dozen of fish in the day, and J 
Wilks, in two days, six dozen of roach and dace and a couple of bream weigh - 
ing 61b. The bank anglers at Kingston and Surbiton have been getting from 
four to six dozen of roach and dace in the day, and a few bream and barbel. 


Thames Ditton. 


C Tagg has been out forfour days, making an average of six dozen 07 roach, 
dace, and gudgeon each day. Some years ago, when the Home Park Pond 
was netted by Mr. Francis Francis, this portion of the river received a large 
quantity of fine carp up to 16 lb. each. 


East Moulsey. 

William Milbourne, in one day, ten dozen of gudgeon and five perch ; 
Thomas Wheeler has been doing about six dozen in the day with a mixture of 
roach, dace and gudgeon; and Thomas Davis has been doing similar results ; 
©. Stone, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace. There has been some 
good roach and dace fishing in the neighbourhood of Tagg’s Island Fishery. 

Sunbury. 

Messrs. T’. and A. Strouds’ boats have been returning each day with six 
dozen of fine roach and dace and some good bream; Messrs. E. Clarke and 
Sons have been getting a similar quanti y, assisted with roach, dace, gudgeon, 
and perch. There ought to be some good barbel fishing at Sunbury now, and 
the Strouds are always well supplied with lobworms. 

Walton. 


On Thursday 2nd, G. Howe, sen., one bream, 2 Ib., one chub, 2 lb., and 


eight dozen roach; G. Howe, jun., five dozen roach in three hours, Friday, 
3rd, J. Howe, four dozen roach and three bream. Saturday, 4th, R. What- 
ford, four dozen roach ; G. Howe, sen., eight dozen gudgeon and two dozen 
roach. 5th inst., G..Howe, sen., with Mr. Lewis, one dozen roach and five 
dozen gudgeon. Monday, 6th, G. Howe, sen., two bream 2 lb. each, and two 
dozen perch; Mr, Annett, roach fishing, landed a 3 1b barbel ona hair line. 
Tuesday, 7th, R. Whatford, seven dozen roach and dace Wednesday, 9th, 
J. Howe, eight dozen roach and one jack. Thursday, 9th, G. Howe, jun., 
fishing with Mr. Newell, six dozen roach and dace. The water is now fairly 
clear. The weather being boisterous few punts are out. The holiday boats 
disturbed the water considerably on Sunday and Monday.—OLp Swan. 


Shepperton. ; 

David Hackett, in one day, one brace of jack weighing 161b., ten barbel, 
and five dozen of gudgeon; and in four other days, twelve dozen of roach and ~ 
dace and twenty dozen of gudgeon; Mr. Brimmer, in three days, with F. 
Purdue, twenty-four dozen of gudgeon; W. Rogerson, in one day, seven 
dozen of roach and dace ; Mr. Renard, with H. Curr, of Weybridge, in one 
day, 30]b. weight of barbel anda trout of 2}1b.; Mr. White, fishing one 
day with H. Curr, got some very fine roach and dace, returning all to the river 
again forsome future sport. 





Chertsey- 

J. Poulter, in one day,'11 lb. 74 oz. of roach and dace ; some of the roach 
over 1 lb. each, another 30 1b, weight of roach and dace, and a similar quantity 
on a third day, and in three other days thirty-six dozen of gudgeon and twelve 
brace of perch, There should be some good bream fishing in this neighbour- 
hood, and Mr. G. H. Thurston, the piscatorial proprietor of the Chertsey Bridge 
Hotel, would pay every attention and make all arrangements for anglers befure- 
hand. 

Two days’ fishing last week: 1 barbel, 2 chub, 1 perch, I jack; 9 roach 
ledgering. J. Haslett, junior, one day’s fishing ; 8 dozen gudgeon, 3 perch. © 
This week, two days’ fishing; first day, 2 perch, a few dace, 2 eels. Next day, 
2 trout, weighing 2 lb. and 2} 1b. The weather was so rough, we had to leave 
off fishing.—JaMEs HAsLErv. 


Staines. 
This district has been very quiet this week, and the result has been no angling 


items to report. 
MID-THAMES. 


The river is simply in perfection for any class of summer fishing, grand takes 
being recorded from every station ; amid the many, I may mention a jack of 
15; 1b. by Mr. Russell at Elmley, also a trout in the same waters by Mr. 
Palmer, going 4lb.14 0z., and 16 fine perch by Mr, Fowler, out with W. 
Parrott. At Hurley, Mr. Ghirgue on Sunday got a pretty trout of 4 lb. odd. 
Those waters are full of trout, and would well repay a visit. The Reading i 
Angling Association has been lately putting into their waters 17 brace of 
grayling and 50 ditto of Wycombe trout. Thursday evening—Weather grand, 
and fish well on the feed.—Martow Buzz. 


Thames (Eynsham). f 

Several anglers were about here on Bank Holiday, but I did not hear of any § 
large takes of fish. A net 30 yards long I-inch mesh was taken from two men _ 
in a punt on the Thames near Treadwell’s Weir. Mr. Geen and three sons 
have been out most days this last week, and have had some good takes of © 
perch, the largest 1} Ibs., several nice roach and dace, with lob worms, and a 
few jack with live bait. The water is in good condition fur’ all round fishing 
except barbel, for which we want a good fresh to bring them on.—_M. B. 
Howe. 


7 


Thames (Goring.) 


‘Water in good order for jack, perch, and chub; roach not on; gudgeon 
biting well, taking 20 and 30 dozen a day. Saturday, we took about 120 dozen 
of gudgeon, My best day, 4 dozen of very good perch, and 2 jack.—JouN 


RusH, 
Thames (Oxford). d 


Mr. W. Buckingham and Mr. T. Batts, of Eynsham, being, as they expressed 
sir, borrowed a fine net, without the 












Heritage, at 
Seacourt, five roach, three going 1} 1b., 1 ]b., 2 lb., and 1 lb., on the sth ult., 
fish were taken, one 
hundred and forty-three perch falling to four rods. To-day, Thursday, I grassed 
my first brace and ahalf of trout, and a small eel; and to-morrow I have to 
leave the pure, unadulterated joys of camping out and unlimited fishing, to. 
appear against Mr. Busby over the netting seizure.—CHERWELL OTTER. ; 


Ancholme District. ge 

The weather and waters have on the whole been very favourable for coarse f 
fishing during the past week. I have been out twice after trout and once after ‘ 
coarse fish, and have been fairly successful each time. On Friday a London 
friend came down to see me, so I went to the beck side and caught him two 
for supper and two for breakfast. These were taken between five and seven 
o clock, and I limited myself to the two brace, as so many of the fishhave  . 
been poisoned by local brewers. When these brewers came I knew it would 
go badly with the fish, so I began to turn my attention t» another small beck 
which runs down from the other side of the town. It was at that time trout-_ 
less, and I had only a few fish to spare. On Monday afternoon I thought I 
would go down and see how my _protegés were thriving. This was the first 
time of angling in the beck, andI was much pleased to secure four fine fish—the 
largest just 11b. I might have caught more, but did not feel myself at liber 
to go through the corn fields which border the beck. The beck, too, is wr . 
encumbered with wood. It however looks very hopeful, and with the large 
number placed therein will at some future time contain a nice store of trout. 
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On Saturday last my friend (Mr. Coates) and two of my boys drove over to 
Gulham. I caught two small pike, and had three or four additional runs, but 
the fish left tte bait. I have been over there two or three times of late. Is 
it possible that the fish begin to know me? In addition to these we caught a 
number of roach, perch, and eels, but no bream. These have evidently gone 
down into deeper water _I am informed that there are a large number of good 
pike above Harlem Hill Lock. This is a portion of the river which I have not 
yet fished It looksvery promising, but is much encumbered with weeds. Ishould 
advise visitors to take boats at Brigg and try this length. A large number of 
local fishermen and strangers were over on Monday. I have not learned the 
nature of the sport. Iam much obliged for ‘‘ Salopia’s”’ kind appreciation of 
my notes.—THOMAS ForD, Caistor. 


Ballynahinch. — 


These last three days weather has improved well for angling. To-day we 
have a splendid south-western water, in fair order. The following is the take 
for the week:—Colonel Biden, 78 trout and one salmon, 75 ]b.; Mr. 
Taylor, twenty-eight trout and one salmon, 8 1b.; Mr. Fenton, thirty trout ; 
Mr. Sutherland, forty-two trout and two salmon, 9 1b. and 7 Ib. ; Major Gough, 
twenty seven trout and one sa!mon, 10} Ib. ; Captain Phipps, twenty-six trout 
and two salmon, 11} 1b. and 63 1b, The undermentioned have only fished 
three days :—Mr. and Mrs. Power, twenty-four trout and two salmon, 73 lb. 
and 6 1b.; Mr. Smith, twenty-one trout and two salmon, 8 Ib. and 6 lb.; 
Messrs. G. and F. Rooper, forty-two trout; Messrs. Chadwick and Green, 
fifty seven trout, on Thursday, they got forty-two.—WALTER BLACKADDER. 


Bure (Norwich). 

Since my last report a prize has been caught on this stream by a member of 
the Nerwich Angling Club (Mr. J. Lord) in the shape of a roach which scaled 
ov.r 3 lb., in length, 17} inches ; in girth, 12} inches, and 33 inches from lip to 
end of gill cover—this monster he has kindly presented to the club, and it is 
now being preserved by Mr. T. E. Gunn, Naturalist, St, Giles Street, Norwich 
Reports from all the stations are favourable, several stone (of I4 lb.) is the 
usual take for two rods. Acle just now seems to be a favourite spot, and Rose 
at the Bridge will meet visitors from Yarmouth or elsewhere if they give him 
notice. Some roach caught near here were shown me yesterday weighing 
1 lb. 6o0z. each. Angling may now be said to be at its height and everywhere 
sport seems plentiful, though the large proportion of fish are very small. 

Herning Ferry and Ramworth seem to afford larger fish than higher up stream. 
Prospects good.— RoBERT Mott. : 


Chichester. 


Fair sport has been realised the past week among the bream, yet nothing 
large has been recorded. Myself and son near the basin landed four fish 
weighing 82 Ib., the largest 2$1b., the result of a couple of hours’ fishing at 
dusk. Mr. W. Cook made a good bag on Monday, but the weather the past 
two days has been cold and wet, but few fish coming to hand. Paste and 
gentles are the most successful baits. This evening (Thursday) stormy.— 


George F. Sarrer. 
Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


On the 3rd, W. H. Maling killed a dozen and a half, and on the “4th, two 
dozen. On the 6th, Mr. Elcomb five brace, and W. H. Maling two dozen and 
four; and on the 7th, W. H. Maling two dozen and nine, and Mr. H. Barker 
five and a half brace, all with fly—A. GLAss. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


Since my last communication the weather has been extremely unsettled, but 
this did not deter a good number of anglers from visi‘ing the water. The 
heavy rain which fell yesterday (Wednesday) brought a considerable fresh on 
the river which has quite put a stop to fly-fishing for a few days, but previous 
to that sport had been up to the average. The killing flies were the bumble, 
little dun, dotterel, wrentail, and black gnat. Bottom fishers have done fairly 
well, killing chiefly with wasp grub and cockspur worms. 


Dove. 


The weather since my last has been pretty warm and dry, no rain having 
fallen until Wednesday, when it came down very hard. The whole of our 
Derbyshire rivers had settled down beautifully before the change in the elements, 
and as the “‘fins”’ are rising in earnest at the naturals beaten down and drowned 

by the heavy rains, good sport is sure to follow. The latter end of last week 
was not very favourable for angling, but the trout and grayling rose well, and 
some good dishes of both were obtained from the lower reaches of the Dove, 
Wye, and Derwent. The most taking flies just now are the hare’s ear, the 
golden dun, and the little chap. Rodsters are out in force to-day (Thursday), 
and as the weather is clearing up excellent sport is certain to be had.—Tus 


SPLODGER. 
Eden (Carlisle), 


Reports from anglers this week are again very meagre. The whiting are 
showing a good deal more, especially in the lower reaches of the river, but 
they seem to have hardly got accustomed to their new home, and are con- 
sequently very shy about taking the fly, when they have had time to settled. 
they will do better. This is the way with all sea fish, when they first take to 
the fresh water. Many of the old hands are at it nightly; but I fear 
their takes do not much more than pay for tobacco, of which there is generally 
a pretty free consumption among night-fishers ; whitings are more plentiful 
now in the Esk than than the Eden, and the chaplain of the Carlisle Gaol tells 
mehe had one or two nice baskets last week, caught in the afternoon with 
trout flies before the river got solow asitisnow. ‘There is nothing beats a 
partridge hackle for these fish if weather and water, are pretty fine. Mr. 
Slater proved this on Tuesday evening when he caught more whitings and sea 
trout than half a score of the professionals, the reason being that he was fish- 
ing trout flies, and they were all flogging away with a double handed rod and 
large flies ; they are not so wary as river trout, but they don’t lik the look of a 
butterfly on a cart rope. There is still a good run of salmon and pike, and the 
shops ate daily well supplied with splendid fish at tod, per 1b.—SILVER GREY. 


. Exe (Exeter), 


Perch fishing has been very successful during the past week some very fine 
ones having been taken in the canal, principally at Turf, with minnow and 
worm. The salmon fishermen have been very fortunate with the nets, a very 
large number having been taken during the past week.—J. A, KELLEY. 


Exe (Tiverton). 


Very few trout are being taken just now with the artificial fly. The ones 
that have taken best are blue upright, needle fly, red ant, and cock-y-bondie. 
Some very good fish have been taken in the tributaries with worm and 


minnow. To-day the water is discoloured with the rains of yesterday ; have 

had scarcely enough of it to rise the river sufficiently to bring up many salmon, 

which are very plentiful in the estuary, and are being caught in large quantities. 

—Wo. MupDrForp. 
Ilfracombe. 


At sea fishing on Friday and Saturday boating parties had some good sport 
among the bream and whiting, their average catches were 60 1b. per. boat per. 
tide ; some large shoals of mackerel were seen between Killage and the pier; a 
few dozen have been caught by parties wiffiing. Monday being holiday, on'ya 
few boats were out, and some good strings of whiting pollock and bream were 
brought in bythem. The trawling skiffs broughtup very little fish from the 
bay; a quantity oflobsters have been caught at Lee, about three miles from 
here ; Tuesday and Wednesday blowing strong from N.W.;no chance for the 
boats to get out of the harbour, and the fishing from the rocks and jetty has 
been slack this week. Weather moderating.—E. Comer. 


Lark and Linnett. 


Anglers doing very well on these two pretty streams. Roach, dace, and 
chub well on. Mr. Howlett took a very nice tray of roach on Saturday last, 
some of them of them nearly 2 1b. each. Mr. William Owen, of Mildenhall, 
and Mr. Richard Compton, of London, took on Saturday, from the river Lark, 
43 Ib. roach, that averaged #1b. each—without doubt the be:-t tray of fish ta‘ en 
from the Lark for many years ; they were a perfect picture. Six of them, 
weighing over II lb., have been sent to Mr. Wiliam Howlett, of Newmarket, 
to be preserved and mounted. Mr. Godfrey, of Barton Mills, grassed a fine 
chub on Saturday, 5 lb. weight. Several good dace have been taen with the 
fly near Mildenhall. We are very glad to say netting is almost done away 
with, owing in a great measure to the efforts of Mr. William Owers and O. F. 
Read, Esq., of Mildenhall.—H. F. Grrcory. 


Lea (Broxbourne). 


Although the water is still bright the roach have been well on the feed, and 
several good baskets have been taken. One of 20 1b., another of 30 1b., and 
several smaller takes, most of which were taken in the Mill Stream with bread, 
paste, and bran. Ali these fish averaged from { to1lb. I have also heard of 
several good takes of perch, and I think that there is a very fair prospect of 
good sport for the next few days.—E. N. BENINGFIELD. 


Lea (Ferry Boat.) 


Water in good order for all fishing. Sport: Mr. Hertert, five barbel, 
smallest 541b., largest 10lb; brace of carp, 7 1b., and this veteran means 
having the bottle of port for the white-nosed one under the bridge if he fishes 
all night for them; Mr. Bell, six jack, fair specimens. varying from 2 to 6 Jb. ; 
Mr. Chapman, roach, a fair bag each day; Messrs. Thomas and Hughes have 
likewise had some good baske's of roach. The Dr. had a run down this weex, 
but there was rather too large a company for the fly-rod to yet fair play room, 
so intends coming again later in the week. The weeds have been cut, and 
visitors should have some good catches, and this will give the snap tackle, 
which is the only method for jacking, a fair chance,—Hy. Day. ; 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


Fishing as a rule has been very good, the jack have been well on the feed; 
the best fish, 7 lb., and eight other fish from 4 1b. downwards, one eel 2 Ib, 
with jack. While jack fishing, one gentleman worm fishing, 1 doz. and twe 
good perch averaging 4 lb. each, and topping the basket with a bream, 5 Ib; 
one perch taken by a lad with a worm, 1 lb. 93 0z. The roach tishermen have 
not fared quite so well as they have gone off and have come to the conc'usion 
it is tke weather being stormy with thunder and lightning occasionally. The 
best take of roach I saw during Monday was taken by Mr, Kempt, and was 
between 9 Ib. and 10 1b., some others were very reasonable for the number of 
anglers that were down. But the numbers on the river in boats accoun's for 
the multidude not doing much. The river since the rain is in first-class order 
for all-round fishing.—PENCILLER. 


Leicester- 


On Bank Holiday an unusual number of anglers availed themselves of the 
opportunity afforded for visiting the waters hereabouts, but the extremely cold 
and changeable weather greatly interfered with the sport. For the number of 
fishermen who have been out the results generally have been of but a 
moderate character. On Monday over 150 were fishing the Leicester Angling 
Society’s waters, and it Was ascertained that nearly 200 availed themselves ot - 
the privileges of the reduced fares allowed to anglers by the Midland and Great 
Northern Railway Companies to visit the waters in and around Leicestershire. 
The best takes that I could hear of on Monday were those of Messrs. St .fford, 
Soars, Sheldon, Keightley, Bampton, and Collins—these baskets would average 
between 6 and 8 lb. each, principally roach; and Mr. Thomas took a nice brace 
of pike, weighing about 8} 1b. Since Monday we have had very heavy rains, 
and to this cause may be attributed the small baskets that have been made. 
Visitors out of town this week seemed to have fared about the same as those 
who were content to try their luck near hom:, bu; few fish of any size falling 
to their lot. The weather at the time of writing (late on Thursday night) fine, 
but there is too much water for any good sport to be had.—ALErvT. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water is still in good condition, but the unsettled weather has militated 
against good fishing. Several bags of bream and some good roach have been 
taken on well-baited swims The bream are in first-class condition, and the 
roach are running bigger, some of them above 1 lb, in weight. On Tuesday 
the two men, Marsh and Mankellow, caught netting last week below the town, 
appeared before the magistrates. Mr. E. J. Gorham, solicitor, prosecuted on 
behalf of the Society, and Marsh, being an old offender, was fined 203. and the 
costs, but as it was Mankellow’s first appearance, he escaped with a fine of 5s. 
and costs The London fraternity are again. becoming a great nuisance, as they 
are not content to stay on the towing-path, but will trespass on private pro- 
perty. Last Sunday tea of them refused to shift from one spot for the water 
bailiff, and it was not till the riparian owner made his appearance, and began 
to get rather rough, that they condescended to move their quarters. It there is 
much of this sort of thing by non-tickes holders there is no doubt the river will 
be closed altogether to anyone but ticket-holders, as there is no doubt but that 
it is private property, as far as the fishing is concerned. The local society are, 
however, averse to this step; but itis rather too bad that Londoners should 
come down not to pay a penny towards the preservation of the river, and then 
turn, to say the least of it, cheeky, when politely told they are wrong. The 
river below the town is open to all Ss. ticket-holders or to those subscribing Is. 
per day. We hope the high-handed business will be dropped, or it will 
leave the angling to the locals and—Yr MeDWay WATER Rat. 
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Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This stream may be considered to be in a fair state for angling. On Monday 
a gentleman landed a nice trout below the railway bridge, which turned the 
scale at 21 1b.; he also hooked a second fish as laige as the first, but he got 
off. Some good catches at Buildas and Bridgnorth side ‘of the Severn Some 
good baskets made near Llanymynech. The July ‘‘outing’’ of the Severn 
Angling Association was held on Monday. The party, a:small one, drove over 
ina brake to Llanymyncch, it rained heavily a'l the previous night and most of 
Monday, and the excursion was anythiog but a pleasant -one. On reaching 
Llanymynech the river was found to be low and exceedingly clear ; there was 
scarcely a fish to be seen, and when the party reassembled, it was without 
dissent condemned as the worst day’s fishing that any of the members had ex- 
perienced. At 6 o’clock the party sat down at the Cross Keys to a splendid 
dinner prepared by Mr. anc Mrs. Baugh. The chair was taken by Mr. Wood- 
fin, and vice-chair by the secretary, Mr. T. Morgan. The return journey was 
commenced ot 7 o’clock, and the party arrived at the headquarters of the 
society in Mardol, at 10 o'clock, when the contents of the several bastets were 
weighed, which resulted in the following gentlemen being proclaimed the 
winners of the several prizes :—Mr, Ellis, sen., won first prize for the best 
basket of trout; Mr. Ellis, jun., firsé for gross weights of fish; Mr. G, Sayce, 
second for gross weights; Mr. Gregory took the prize for rough fish. The 
several prizes for trout not being won, merged into the’ scciety’s funds. The 
flies which are most in favour here are the red ant, dun, and red spinner.— 
SALopra, 

[Received too late for last week.—Ep. } 


This stream is in faircondition. The river is well stocked with the finny 
tribe. Bank Holiday brought a number of fishermen to its banks, but their 
success was somewhat limited. From Bridgewater to Bewdly some good fish 
have been caught. From the Severn, above Shrewsbury, we have received no 
report.—SALOPIA 


Taw and Tributaries. 


A flood last week took many peal up the river. One gentleman got twenty and 
four salmon ; another took seven one day, and most of the gentlemen fishing 
where the-Mole runs into the Taw have been satisfied afer so long waiting for 
the flood. I should think over one hundred peal were taken in eight days. The 
trout have moved with the increase of water, and many good catches have been 
got, some takes were over four dozen, and few less than two dozen fish. . The 
Bray, Mole, Taw and Yee are all well up. I hear the fishing at Dulverton is 
likely to by spoiled, one gentleman wanting to take it to keep others off.— 
Rusty Game 


Teme (Ludlow). 

Nothing could be more acceptable than the change in the weather during the 
last two or three days. The Teme has resumed its natural state, with the ex- 
ception of a little colour, and all its tributaries are in excellent fishing order. 
The Coachman, Marlow Buzz, and dark blue dun are doing the most execution 
hereabouts. A gentleman up the Leintwardine waters on Thursday met with 
poor success. Some 5 trout weighing 63 1b. were caught up the Corve, on the 
28th and 30th ult. The same angler landed 6 eels weighing 4 lb., and one 
trout over 13 1b, on the 31st, on the Teme, with the wasp grub, near to Charl- 
ton Arms—all taken towards sunset. The same day, two fishermen landed, at 
Ledwyche waters, 13 excellent trout. These were caught with the dark blue dun, 
aud Marlow Buzz. ‘the same gentlemen on the previous Saturday took 7 brace 
of trout in the Corve, averaging halfa pound. There has been little or nothing 
in the Clun, this week. Up the Oney, on Thursday, an Oxford gentleman 
caught 8 brace of fine trout, and 6 perch, Kels are plentiful this week in the 
Teme, and some remarkably fine ones have come into our possession. Anglers 
paying a visit to Ludlow will obtain all the information they require, if they 
call at friend Charles Doughtey’s Queen’s Head Hotel, in Goalford.—‘* S.” 

[Received too late for last week.—ED.] 


The Teme is very low, but in good condition for the rod and line. Tuesday 
and Wednesday brought a quantity of rain, but the trioutaries do not seem to 
have profited much by it, the water of all the rivers being very fine. Tuesday 
was held as Bank Holiday here (instead of Monday, which was market day) and 
Jarge numbers ava.led themselves of the opportunity and visited their favourite 
streams, but inquiry proved that on the average not two fish apiece were cauzht 
by Tuesday's anglers. The fish are shy, and anglers must wait until evening if 
they intend doing any good. A trout, 2} 1b., was taken in the Teme on 
Monday, below New Bridge, with the wasp grub; also thirteen small fish. A 
quantity of fine silver eels were caught on Friday, in the Clun, near its con- 
fluence with the Teme at Leintwardine. On Saturday some ine trout were 
landed near the Oakly Park waters. Little doing in the Oney, Corve, or Led- 
pone. Rod and line licences are procurable at Mr. Williamson’s, Bull Ring, 

udlow.—S. 


Trent (Newark.) 


The water has been in pretty good condition most of the week, but the finny 
tribe have not come to hook at all satisfactory. A few barbel have been killed, 
scratchings being the most successful bait; but six or seven fish have been the 
extent of the heaviest bag. A few chub have also been killed, and roach, dace, 
and bream have also been taken in small quantities ; heaviest barbel about 7 1b. 
Very heavy rains have fallen, which may bring on the water a bit, but at 
present, there is not much alteration. If the water should thicken, scratching 
fishing for barbel will be no go; but if it keeps low and bright, scratchings will 
be the best bait for stream fishing for barbel. Any sort of fishing should be 
now in full swing. If the ground-baiting is carefully attended to, fish ought to 
feed. Roach are just beginning to feed at creed, wheat, and malt, so that is 
one good sign. Hope I shall have something better to report next week.—THE 
TRENT OTTER, 


Trent (Nottingham). 


The barbel swims have again been fishable, and extra attention seems to have 
been paid to the reaches at Shardlow, King’s Mills, and Weston. No sooner 
had my last report been despatched than the salmon nets were brought into 
requisition below the “ Mills’? weirs, with the result that four grand fish were 
caught—largest, 18} 1b. Onthe 28th ult. six or seven barbel were taken out 
of the hole at the bottom of Weston lane, and on Wednesday a further take 
was reported, although the swim had been cross-baited. Sport amongst barbel 
at Shardlow has improved, and, with a spell of hot weather, a great treat is in 
store. I pity the poor fish on Bank Holiday! In the lower lengths favourable 
news reaches me from Rolleston and Kelham. Mr. G. Bates, of Radford, 
has caught, amongst other fish, three splendid barbel at the former place, and 
the largest (6} 1b.) now stands first on the list of the Wellington Association. 
Last season this gentleman took out of the same length two of the same 
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species, weighing upwards of 20 1b. A very large take of bream is at hand 
from Clifton Hill—Tur Man at THe CLuBs. ; 
[Received too late for insertion last week.—Ep.] 

On Wednesday, anglers here, experienced a heavy downpour ot rain, which 
brought on a rapid rise. Bank holiday witness2d some hnadreds of anglers out 
and taits were literally at a premium, At Weston, and in the Shardlow 
Length, bream and roach fed freely ; two of the subscribers at Weston bigging 
upwards of 40 1b, of splendid bream, The barbel swims were tried at Shardlow 
with a varied amount of success, the best fish being one of ci Ib. There .are 
tons of bream in the Weston allotment, but somehow or o:her they are not 
often persuaded to.bite. On Thursday, the weather was extremely boisterous, 
but the takes in the upper reaches were fully up to the average. I learn, inci- 
dentally, of a gentleman having recently enjoyed some grand sport in the Dove, 
not very far from Rocester.— H. Coxon. 

Witham and Drains. : 

Some rare good takes of tench and bream have this week been hauled by 
Messrs. Arden, O’Brien, Bioughton, and Day, quite close to the town of 
Boston. Many of the fish of each kind have run to 3 Ibs. each. At Bardney, 
I hear of some rare takes of bream and roach ; one Sheffield angler, I am told, 
brought home close-upon three stone on Monday night. Pike have been 
running more freely, several-having been got up to 7 lbs. each, at Southey on 
Friday, and also at Kirkstead. A fish of the weight named was taken by Mr. 
Blackburn, along with four others. At Tattershall good bream were also 
taken. Upon the drains the sport was very varied. On Monday the Bargate 
presented an extraordinary sight. Hundreds were fishing-club matches mainly, 
and hundreds more were observing the progress of the sport by making a close 
examination of each fish as he was being landed. Anglers who have never 
winessed the thing can have no idea of it, and yet in the eye of those who 
partake init, it is rare fun. The majority cf takes did not exceed ounces, 
nor was it likely when anglers sat on either side, but about a couple of rods 
lengths apart, throwing ground bait in by the stone, whilst others were running 
and shouting as in a fair, At Darins further out, legitimate anglers did fairly 
well, Some pretty decent pike were taken at Cherrycorner, as also eels, good 
tench, and roach. At Eastville the like doings are reported, a gentleman from 
Skegness getting a tench of nearly 3 1b,. along with ovher fish. Some good 
perch were also got at this latter point with the worm, and also near the pump- 
lng engine. Anglers using the maggot were considered to be unlucky. On the 


Forty foot sport was vere indifferent, owing to the many weeds.—THm YELLOW 


BELty. 
[Received too late for last weex.—ED. ] 

Fine angling weather and better sport have been the characteristics of the 
Boston district. All waters ere in fine order, and weeds have begun to 
disappear. All along the Witham from Bardney downwards good sport has 
to bereported. Pike have been killed running up to over 8 lbs., one of that weight 
being in a take at Stirwold on Monday. Good baskets of bream, perch and 
roach have also been made, and a few tench have also been taken. The roach 
taken in some places were of an excellent samp!e, some going to over a pound 
each, The best sport has been had legering with worms, but other means have 
been tried with almost equal success. Several of the pike were got live- 
baiting. About Langrick and Brothertoft some capital eels were secured, and 
at Borton a tench of 3} Ibs. was taken by Mr. Latham. Mr. Wray had also a 
capital bag of over 2 stones, which included ‘several good tench. On the 
drains there has not been so many visitors, owing to the inability of the 
railway companies to spare coaches for the journey on Bank Ho'iday, 
Skegness and other places more popular with pleasure seekers claiming their 
attention. _ Nevertheless there were a good many locals and other ordinary 
anglers out, and they seemed to fully reap the benefit of the quietaess. There 
is no mistake that the great crowds which sometimes come down to this place 


injure the sport very considerably. From the aqueduct some large bream were — 


got hold of as well as roach and rudd, The latter is a very lively fish when cn 
and affords splendid sport. The Frith Bank and Mount drains were well 
patronised by anglers, as was also the Hobhole, but nothing very smart was 
done on them that needs a mention further than that most of them were good 
general bags.. The best pie caught that I heard of on the drains was one of 
6% lbs. at Hastville. Some good eels have been taken out in the harbour,— 
THe YrLLow BELty. 


Wye and Derwent: 


The Bank holiday piscatorials on the above rivers have done very li tle, 
owing to the rainand thunder hanging about the whole of the time. ° Yester- 


day (Wednesday) was a soaking wet day, which has caused both rivers to be 
discoloured. The bottom fishers on the Derwent have killed some good | 


baskets of Trout, to day (Thursday) with wasp grubs for bait. Both on last 
Friday and Saturday night, good baskets of both trout and grayling were killed 


with the artificicl flies, the bumbles, furnace, and dun flies all killing fish. The — 
itis a capital killer, — 


red ant fly is just making its appearance on these rivers; 
both this and next month. 
with fly and bottom fishing, 
G. J. EATon. 


Sport on the Ponds still continues excellent, both 
y fishing prospects looking A 1 for next week.— 


Yare (Norwich.) 


Last Thursday the Champion Angling Club held their aunual match at 


Buckerham Ferry ; the weather was fair, but the early part of the day’s sport 
was very slow, the roach coming on better at ebb tide. 
match was that Mr. George Daniels‘won the splendid 
and first prize with 12 lb. 9 oz of Roach; Mr. Wells, 
Moll, third prize; other prizes were won in following order, Messrs. 
Chettleburgh, Brown, Whincop, Howitt, Goreham, Youngs, Restieaux, 
Stannard, and Wright. 
tribute the prizes. Everything passed off most satisfactorily and reflects great 
credit on the don, secretary, Mr. Chettleburgh. 
stations on this stream are mot so good as they ought to be, many going out 
and returning with small catches, while here and there some have excellent 


sport, for instance ; two members of the Walton Club caught 173 good roach, — 
which is a fair catch. With warmer weather and more settled, I expect-to hear 


of large takes. The Norwich’ Angling Club hold their annual match at 
Buckenham Ferry next Tuesday, when I trust sport will be- good. Host 
Garrett has had the livn’s share of patronage, which clearly shows the angling 
to be good at this spot and the attention excellent.—Rospert Motu. 








NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 21,992, making a total 
for last week of 106,648. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,085,346; and about 60,000 visited the 
Exhibition on Bank Holiday, 


The result of the — 
Silver Challenge Cup 
second prize; Mr. R. 


The club meets to-morrow (Friday evening) to dis« 


Reports from the yarious — 
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COARSE FISH CULTURE. 





AN EXPLANATION. 

DEAR Mr. MarstTon,—In the published copy of the paper read by 
you before the Fisheries Conference on “Coarse Fish Culture,” I 
observe that you have appended a note to the report of the remarks 
made by me in the course of the discussion. As this report and your 
note somewhat misrepresent me—unintentionally, no doubt—I trust 
you will allow me to reply to it, and to ask you to be so good as to 
publish this letter in the FisHinG GAZETTE. 

Although I had desired to be present at the reading of your paper, 
I was prevented from arriving in time to hear more than the last half- 
dozen sentences: and, having an appointment elsewhere, I had not 
the slightest notion of staying to take any part in the discussion. As 
a matter of fact, I should not have entered the room when I found I 
was so late, but that I had a communication to make to Mr. 
Trendell; and when that gentleman and Mr, Crossman beckoned me 
on to the platform, I did not like to appear discourteous to the meeting 
by going away again directly. Being afterwards asked to second the 
vote of thanks to the chairman, I decided, as it was hopeless then for 
me to keep the appointment referred to, and as the discussion had 
taken a turn which I thought it desirable not to allow to pass un- 
challenged, to comply with this request. But, in doing so, J expressly 
stated that, as I had rot had the pleasure of hearing the paper, I 
could offer no remarks upon it, and that I should confine myself to 
the remarks made in the course of the discussion. I should, there- 
fore, have thought. myself safe fiom the imputa ion of a desire to 
‘knock down your skittles’’—as you express it—for the sake of setting 
them up again. I had never seen your skittles ;-and my remarks 
were in no way intended as comments on a paper which I had not 
heard, but upon a discussion which I had heard. 

So far from ‘‘deprecating your suggestions without having heard 
what you said about them, and then proposing asa substitute the 
very thing you had advocated most strongly,” I distinctly stated that 
“J did not wish to throw cold water on any scientific attempt ‘o 
increase freshwater fish in any way whatever.” 

I fail, however, to reconcile the observation in your “ note,” that 
your ‘‘pond form would be less ‘intricate’ than those I proposed,” 
with the diagram given at page 12 of your paper; or the remark that 


‘my ‘suggestion would require three ponds for each kind of fish,” 


with my bare proposal that gentlemen might ‘‘ cultivate the fish as 


“they found them,” ‘‘ without going to the trouble of making special 


ponds and apparatus.” 

I have only to add that I did not propose any system of “ pond 
form,” and that my suggestions wete made, as I stated most ex- 
plicitly, nof in substitution for any thorough system of ‘‘ coarse fish 
culture ’—‘‘ intricate’? or otherwise—but with the sole object of 
calling attention to the possibilities of cultivating ordinary ponds, &c., 
« without going minutely into the questioa’?—a point which the dis- 
cussion seemed to me to have missed. 

Home Office, Aug. 4, 1883. 

R. B. Marston, Esq. 


Faithfully yours, 
CHARLES E, FRYER. 








THE WHEELDON TESTIMONIAL. 


THE following is the First List of Subscriptions to the above Fund :— 





NAME. LiSaud: | NAME. be $0 ds 
Captain A. J Alfred Ba byxie ©: Brought forward rt 24 3.0 
th ee Adungion, sq. .. 1 I o}.T. J. Hamp, Esq. .. go BE EG 
ogler ae ie Peele bs on VW. Holl sq. oe os 2 2 
‘A. Benningfield, Esq. ipzpre 5 OL Knechtli, Esq. og Se a : 
W. H. Brougham, Esq. pete Aes le ittesHsd: y's FN) ABS Be} 
Dr. Brunton .. Ba vet) tO) Per Lemann, Fsq: pie a Heme) 
A sae : a? .. I I O R.B. Marston, Esq. or ae 2 0 
ee Giese; sd. 3 : : dl i ‘Nuthall: Be oe Bie ihe 
~&. Smo oo a » HS . oo 
abe Crumplen, ESC Sic Meee! o| ReLA Bugh; ia, 4 ae p > “ 
HB. Eyre, Esq. . .. jezences Ob Pratt,-Esq; a Ree Ay O 
J. Ross Faulkner, Esq. .. I I. 0 B. Perelli-Rocco, Es 2 
E,. Foreman, Esq I 1 0| W. G. Ski ae 4. at 
D. Goodger, Hie * 0 Io 6| A Smith, Esq. oa ca aon 
. Goodger, Esq. .. a0 Xo ee Te) 
T. Gillatt, Esq. . ~.0) £0 26) TIR Sachs CSG eae ok ini wh 
H. Gray, Esq. “¢ .. O 10 6/ T. Spreckley, Esq. 2 
w G E | Vy q on ony 2 9O 
; J. « Gant,Esq. ,, -. 0 10 6) G. H. Thurston, Esq. me. O 
P. Geen, Esq. Oe .. I I 0, Walworth Waltonians wel, LO 
x Reidy Lin at as : : | Cy P: Wheatstone, Esq. 5. 2/2 0 
»&, eld, tee oe ie) . 
é —- Total ., 52 
Carried forward., £24 3 0 : 454 1 6 


M. H. BLAMEy, 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer, 


August gth, 1883. 62, Charing Cross, S.W. 








Tor CrenTRAL Fish MARKET.—A_ misunderstanding, it is t i 
at the first on the-part of the official salesman at the Central Ee eA 
respect to selling wholesale before ten o'clock in the morning, as the sub-com- 
mittee’s rules contemplated that the practice followed at Billingsgate should 
prevail at Smithfield. However, the point is now made clear, and there is no 
longer any difficulty in ‘* breaking bulk,” nor has there been for some little time 
past. The market (the C’ty Press says) continues to increase in popularity. 

AutTuMN Lraves.—Messrs, Sampson, Low, Marston, and Co., are issuing 
for the autumn holidays, a new edition of Mr. F. G. Heath’s « Autumnal 
Leayes,”’ a work which the author claims to be the only one ever published in 
Europe or America, giving actual fac. simife representations, in colour and 
venation, of autumn-tinted foliage. : 














FLY-FISHING ON SMALL RAPID STREAMS.* 


For fly-fishing on small rapia streams, the best description of rod I 
have used is made in this way—butt, of white or silvery spruce fir 
light, well-seasoned, and strong ;' there must, on no account, be any 
flaw in the wood, or irregularity in the grain; the thicker part of the 
rod to be so large as the hand can grasp, or so big that the fore- 
finger and thumb can scarce span it—second part, lancewood very 
light and elastic—top, made of best split cane, with a few inches of 
lincewood at its lowerend. Entire length of rod, twelve feet; the 
butt, longer by an inch or two than the second part, the latter as much 
longer than the top. The splices in the cane to be so struck that 
when the rod is put together, the extreme point of the rod will cock 
up a little. This is a very commanding rod, and extremely serviceable 
for fly, beetle, worm, minnow, or any other kind of fishing on small 
streams ; but for finer work, with the artificial fly alone, I prefer a rod 
of ten-feet only—certainly not more than eleven feet in length; butt 
light spruce fir; second part, entirely of split cane, though in this a 
few inches of lancewood may be inserted at the lower end; top, en- 
tirely of splitcane. This is an extremely light rod, and one easily 
broken, so that it is hardly adapted to any other kind of fishing than 
artificial fly-fishing. These rods are stiff, and have no double action ; 
to use them we must exert a sharp wrist movement, and not work them 
with the long arm swing required for the double-actioned rod ; they 
cast the fly by a sudden jerk, with great force and proportional ac- 
curacy; the line is always ‘‘ taut,” and when you Strike at a fish, you 
are into him in a moment; but, above all, you may work with them 
through the most successful day’s fishing, and your arm will not be 
fatigued—a point of no small importance, I can assure you. 

The flies I have had most reliance on, in small bright water fishing, 
are made of hare’s flax, shorn off the back; they are made large, on 
a No. 6 or 7 Adlington hook ; their bodies are ribbed with gold twist 
to add to their conspicuity, and the hackle of the brightest shades, to 
be obtained of the main or predominant colours of the hare’s flax. I 
make the flax stick out from the body, so as to mingle with the fibres 
of the feather. In some kinds of the redder hare’s flax I put a rusty- 
rea hackle, with gold twist; to others more silvery, a ginger-red 
hackle, almost yellow. Then, again, for very low water, with very 
bright sun, I use a lot of stained flies, made with bodies of lainb’s 
wool, such as ladies work-with ; some of the colour of an infantry 
soldier’s coat, with ginger-red hackle and gold twist, on a No. 7 
hook, and capital killers these soldier flies are; but, in using them, 
one need be quick of movement, or they will scare and not catch 
trout. The various shades from crimson and yellow to red, all with 
fancy-coloured hackles, answer well at these times—indeed, the only 
objection I know to them is that they catch so many trout that their 
bodies wear out by the constant biting and tearing of the fish’s teeth. 
I have commonly used two hare’s flax flies—one of a reddish, the 
other a yellowish hue, and I rarely or never change them during the 
brighter months. I don't wish to limit the fisherman’s resources in 
flies, but I state this fact that it may console him some day, when he 
may be fishing my old haunts, and can obtain no sport. He may, too, 
if he remember my confession, think that there is some truth in what 
I have endeavoured to prove, viz., that there is more trust to be placed 
in the peculiar use of flies than in the selection of any one particular 
fly. The collar should; consist of four or five links of gut, and 
no more than two flies should ever be used in bright water. 

From what has been previously stated conceining the difference 
between the sluggish, deep stream and the merry, lively, boiling 
btook, it must not be expected that any or scarcely any similarity 
should be described in the manner of fishing the two, the former 
essentially requiring the wily temper to dissemble, and by false imi- 
tation deceive the cautious trout, the latter affording a scope for a 
new practice over and beyond that of simple imitation of natural 
food, and based on the principle of the character of the fish, and his 
boldness and tyranny ; remembering the universal maxim, however 
that the fisherman must be wholly concealed, which maxim, in the 
case of the clear, swift-running brook, will be found difficult to carry 
out, and will cost some little labour and experience to perfectly 
accomplish. 

And now, to the uninitiated, let me briefly recapitulate what may 
elsewhere be found in different parts in alluding to small rapid, stony- 
bottomed streams or brooks. Remember that the trout are pretty 
constantly feeding, but that their food varies. They feed early in the 
morning, and seem especially fond of an early breakfast; therefore 
you cannot ce too early by the river side, Ifa trout sees you, or any 
part of your dress or tackle, distinguishing it from local objects, you 
will not catch him, and probably will not catch his neighbours either. 
Conceal yourself, therefore, entirely, rod and all, by every means (and 
these are numerous) in your power. Regard a pool or river, or any 
portion of water you approach, with a most scrutinizing eye, and en- 
deavour constantly to pick out the exact spot where every fish is 
lying; practice this, and you will soon catch every fish favourably 
situated. Give every rapid-running stream credit for a great number 
of fish, so every likely spot will be fished as though you were con- 
vinced a trout were there ; this conviction firmly fixed will make you 
fish at all times in the same determined but cautious marner, and 
your reward will encourage you. Note in your mind the exact spot 
from whence every fish you move proceeds, whether you kill him or 
not; observe the manner in which he took, lost, or refused your hook 
and reflect on the way in which you worked for him, and the different 
circumstances influencing your sport at the time, as wind, weather, 
colour, and height of water ; if successful, think for what rewarded ; 
if unsuccessful, cast the blame on yourself manfully, and reason 
with yourself in what way you were wrong, and how ia future you may 


* From Cutiliffe’s ‘‘ Art of Fishing for Trout in Rapid Stieams.’’ Published 
by S. Low & Co., 188, Fleet Street, London, (Post free for 3s, 6d). 
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be right. Never lose these practical lessons by saying to yourself that 
the fault was the trout’s, but reflect at all times on your proceedings, 
and your reasoning will soon conduct you to more successful practice. 
Remember that in rapid streams, rapid movements are necessary on 
the part.of the trout; his action is wonderfully rapid, so be quick in 
eye and hand ; in the latter, the utmost rapidity with the least pos- 
sible force is required. The trout has a force which may be either 
opposing or concurring with his movements, in the rapid course of 
the water, and the voluntary force he himself exerts may be towards 
or away from you in direction. Learn, then, to calculate instan- 
taneously your advantages and his, when you strike him, for your fly 
must be into him instantly; nor neglect these forces, if you are 
obliged to play him out. Remember that a trout sees best upwards, 
forward, and on one side, less easily backwards and upwards, and but 
little, if at all, directly backwards. Keep behind his tail then, fish 
up stream, and keep your head as close to the level of the water as 
you can. Keep as short a line at all times as possible ; creep and 
crawl—get down to the water’s edge, or into the stream itself—use 
every artifice you can for concealment—throw up stream, but do not, 
if you can help it, let out line to reach a fish. Throw boldly and 
with exact precision, and provided you are fishing rapid water, and 
throwing up stream, yourself being concealed, care less about your 
fly pitching very lightly than its pitching in the right spot to an inch, 
and in the right manner for his taking it, you will soon catch plenty 
of trout, though you have made your fly enter the water with even a 
little splash, and will learn how to work your fly when it has pitched 
in the water, a matter next only in importance to the spot where it 
should pitch. Keep your line, from fly to reel, ‘‘ taut.” 

The practice I recommend is to be by the water very early—not 
later than six a.m, during the summer months. Don’t be alarmed at 
the idea of turning out of bed at four a.m., for you may be assured, 
if you Co so a few times, you will agree with me in saying that a 
fisherman who comes to the river at nine or ten loses a large portion 
of a day’s pleasure. I reflect with the greatest pleasure on the many 
early walks I have taken up the Devonshire valleys to reach the spot 
I intended to commence my day’s fishing, and most truly enjoyable 
and delightful is a walk before the sun is up to reach some beauteous 
valley, and there to witness the rays of the rising sun bursting through 
the morning haze and mist, clearing the atmosphere just now par- 
tially obscured by the vapouring air, but now rarefied to allow a more 
extended scene. Pardon, reader, my hinting at the pleasure I re- 
member before getting to the water; make the experiment yourself, 
and I shall have your forgiveness. Arrived at the water, my usual 
practice has been to commence with the worm, and continue with this 
bait until I find the fish are not taking it well; I then change for the 
artificial fly, and with this I work away as long as Iam confident I 
have the best advantage with it. Now, I may say, that for early 
morning—perhaps from four a.m.‘to ten a.m., generally—the worm 
will beat the fly, supposing, in this statement, that they be each 
managed with equal skill by the fisherman. Asa general rule, in a 
complete day’s work, the fly will beat the worm in numbers, but the 
worm has the advantage in point of size. The worm is decidedly the 
more uncertain bait of the two, z.e., sometimes you can hardly kill a 
fish with it, at other times you may kill them rapidly; with the fly you 
may always kill some fish, but sometimes more than others; there- 
fore, if they take the worm well, stick to it—if they do not take it 
well, waste no time, but change to the fly; to persist with the worm 
when they are taking badly is, in my opinion, a waste of time. And 
as we must give a separate chapter to worm-fishing, we will say a 
little more about the fly. I prefer to use two flies only for up-stream 
fishing ; you are better able to throw and to work two flies in the 
water, and can better command them with a rod, ana, moreover, you 
can more keenly observe when a fish moves than you could with three 
flies ; a short collar of stout gut, which, however, must be round and 
clear—four or five links are quite enough—will be better managed 
than very fine gut, which, after soaking, becomes so limp that it is 
difficult to keep the collar “taut” in the water; the stouter gut is 
stiffer and more easily managed, and the objection to its being seen 
more easily will be found practically of no importance in up-stream 
fishing. Horsehair and silk form the best line, which should taper, 
but on no account be very light, and fifteen to twenty yards will be 
long enough for small streams, Whe. you approach a part of the 
stream you are going to try, cast your eye well over it first (having 
taken care to be in a position where you cannot possibly be seen), 
and supposing it to be a rapid part, intersected by rocks and large 
stones, so as to be cut up as it were into numerous little eddies, select 
the spot which you can fish without disturbing the other parts, and 
try that first. Now, this spot may, perhaps, be so small as a square 
foot or jess, but, if it be a feeding spot, never mind its size; if the 
water is deep enough to cover the trout, and sufficiently attractive to 
him for feeding, he will be there. Suppose it is just below a stone, 
with a little water gushing down on the side towards you, and a little 
quiet spot the other side to that on which you are standing, your cast 
must be as nearly up-stream as possible—it will be probably a little 
oblique—throw boldly, so that your end fly pitches close to the stone, 
say, touches it, then your bob fly will drop in, and by that time the 
current will begin to wash on the collar and carry it down, Now, 
there is just a nicety of judgment required to measure the time you 
must allow the end fly to remain in the quiet water on the side of the 
rapid; if you pull on the line by moving the rod too quickly, the fish 
will dash at the fly, but probably miss it, for, as soon as you pull, the 
whole collar is in the rapid current, and moves so rapidly that the 
trout cannot catch it, as he and the fly are not moving in the same 
direction. The trout dashes directly at the fly in a straight line, but 
the fly sweeps round, and the trout is left behind, and, before he re- 
covers himself, the fly is washed out of his view down the stream ; 
but, if you leave it too long in the still water, the trout will not take 
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your fly for anything living or eatable, and will be scared away. A 
little practice will decide the point for you, and generally, as soon as 
you have seen the fly clearly, you may raise your rod, so as to keep 
the bob fly on the surface, and this will be sufficient, for speedily the 
current will wash the collar towards you, and, of course, to keep the 
line ‘‘taut” and the bob fly on the surface, you must move your hand 
and rod. Ifthe spot you are going to fish is itself rapid water, allow 
for a moment after pitching the fly to be washed by the current; it 
will be carried under water a little, and, if a fish takes it, you will see 
him turn, You must not expect to see your trout rise, you must keep 
your eyes open, and watch for his turn in the water, and immediatety 
strike. From your fishing up-stream, your fly will most often be a 
litle under water, and there the fish takes it; he may try to take it 
as soon as it drops on the water, and in that case would rise, but you 


: 


a 


must be very quick with your eyes, and watch for the turning of the : 


trout. Ifthe first cast does not succeed, try the same spot again, 
but remember that the first cast is the important one, and, if it be 
properly made, you will take a fish, if there be one to be taken; but 


try again more carefully, for, perhaps, there was some fault in the ; 


manner of your first attempt, and you will be surprised often to dis- 
cover how little a deviation from the right manner will make all the 
difference between success and disappointment. You cannot b2 too 

attentive to your casting or throwing the fly in the exact spot, for you 
should depend on your casting for sport. Many fish you will pick up 

in swimming your flies and working your bob fly, but these must be 

considered casual ones, aud the casting the part esssentially to be 

relied on. You must learn to pick every fish out of his particular hole, 

and not trust generally to any fish the flies may be washed over, and 

so I advise you to try first the spot you could best fish with least dis- 

turbance to other spots, and that completed, try another and another, 

till all be thoroughly tried, and don’t despise a little spot because it 
looks meagre or hardly grand enough to hold anything buta very 
small one. You will often find good large trout lying out in very 
shallow and insignificant+looking places; on the other hand, you will 
sometimes be disappointed to find only a little one in a place where a 

large one should have been. In this case probably the fault is yours— 

you have not fi-hed it sufficiently well to attract a large one, and he 

has allowed some little imp to dart in and take what he was too wide: 
awake to be gulled by. It is impossible to describe the variety of 
places you must fish, but generally whenever a stone in the water is 

large enough to interfere with the direction or the current, look out— 

throw so that your fly pitches close to the stone, at the very head of 

the turn, Ifit falls only in the middle, or at the end of the little eddy, 

you cannot expect success—you do not deserve it. In getting at these 

several little holes and currents, don’t be afraid of your knees; keep 

down close to the mother earth, go on your knees or crawl on your 

stomach ; remember the trout is there, and you can catch him if you 

work properly, and do not frighten him away. I must again impress 

the necessity of self-concealment; without it your best efforts will 

assuredly be unavailing, and in throwing with precision, I have found 

in my experience that a little splash in rapid water matters not at 

all. I advise a beginner, however, to learn to throw as lightly as 

possible, for in quiet water, undoubtedly you might as well throw 
your hat in as your fly witha splash. Light pitching has nothing 
objectionable, under any circumstances, but heavy pitching 1s only 
excusable under circumstances the beginner will not comprehend very 

readily, Asa general rule, you will catch your trout by the sides of 

rapids rather than in them, so again I repeat the necessity of attend- 

ing to the casting and the pitching of the fly. The end or stretcher 

fly should be regarded as the depending one—the one you rely upon. 
to exhibit your skill, The bob is a useful appendage to take strag- 

glers, and work in just now and then when your stretcher cannot well 

be made to go, 

TR SE 





HEIGHAM SOUNDS.—IMPORTANT TO ANGLERS. 
‘A CASE of some little importance to the angling community came 
before the Smallburgh Bench of Magistrates on Tuesday last, which 
will be read wilh no little interest by the members of the Piscatorial 
Societies recentls established here, as weli as by those who are wont 
at this season to pursue their favourite pas}ime on the Norfolk waters, 
We refer to the case where Mr. Boult in his capacity of lessee of the 


far-famed Heigham Sounds has found it necessary, in vindication of — 


his rights, to institute a prosecution for trespass against one or more 
individuals who had been found fishing on what was claimed to be 
private water. In this case it will be seen that no attempt was made 
to assert any right on the part of the defendants to fish on the 
‘‘ Sounds,” and as the offence was not denied, the Justices had no 
other course open but to inflict a fine. The latter was not merely 
nominal, Mr, Boult having intimated that his desire was simply to 
protect himself against persons who choose to act as if they were free 
to fish where they liked, utterly unmindful of private rights or the 
injury they might inflict. The step taken by Mr. Boult in this matter 
will be welcomed by those possessing similar privileges to himself, 
and will doubtless have a wholesome effect on those who, in pursuit 
of their own pleasure, are too apt to disregard the feelings of others. 
We feel sure that in the steps he has taken, Mr. Boult has had no 
desire to interfere with the pleasure of the public who seek the waters 
of the Thirne and its tributaries for recreation and amusement at this 
season of the year, and that his chief object has been to assert a right 
conveyed to him by lease, and which was, he found, being system- 
atically and deliberately challenged. Now that a magisterial decision 
has been expressed in his favour it would be well for anglers to 
remember that a privilege loses none of its value by being courteously 
sought by those who benefit by the concession, and that a disregard 
of private rights may, as in the case in question, be attended with 
results not always agreeable to the offender.— Yarmouth Independent. 
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OGDEN, 


98, WINCHCOMB- STREET, CHELTENHAM 


PRACTICAL ANGLER, FLY DRESSER. AND MANUFACTURER OF EVERY 
DESCRIPTION OF FISHING TACKLE, 


Solicits a trial of his 


WORLD-RENOWNED TROUT AND GRAYLING FLIES, 


W hich are ¢till being dressed by the sarre experienced hands as for many yearspast, and can only be obtained atthe oldslo 


28, 


WINCHCOMB STREET, 


JAMES OGDEN’S 


MULTUM IN PARVO FLY RODS. 


PRICE 


218. 


The enormous and increasing demand for which is a sufficient guarantee for the high estimation in which they are 


keld by the leading Anglers of the day. 


JAMES CGDEN’S NEWLY INVENTED 


NE PLUS ULTRA RODS. 


For particulars of which see Article in Fisutnc Gazette of March 18, 18:2. 
All Star dard Flies ordered, or dressed correct to pattern, will be despatchea by return of post. 
N-B.—No connection with any other persons assuming the same name. 





are IN reat eer 
NATURAL BAIT 


For ROACH, BREAM, CARP, CHUB, etc., 
from almost all tackle dealers throughout the King- 
dom, its superiority over ordinary bread or biscuit 
paste being always acknowledged, while its con- 
stantly increasing sale proves it to be what it is repre- 
sented, and not an articleheld out to deceive anglers. 
As a proof of this the following unsol.cited testimo- 
nials are quoted, which must convince anglers of the 
genuineness of the bait, far more than any unsup- 
ported statements of the proprietor. 





Mr. King, Dear Sir,—I have given the bait you sent me 
to several of my customers, and they all speak very highly 
ofit. My son, who is only 13 years of age, tried it on 
Satur@ay, and filled his tasket with tench and roach. I 
shall require large stocks of it next season.—W. Rams- 


* BOTTOM, 


Liverpool, Sept. rst, 188r, 


Dear Sir,— All my customers speak well of your bait, and 
as lam nearly without 1 will thank you to send meon6 
doz. more. Please send at once, as I have several waiting 
for it.—Hunry BootH. ~ 

13, Chanot Street, F’u'J, Tune 2oth, 1883. 


Mr. J. E. Gold, 284, Waterloo Road, 8.E. 

Sir,—Please send me another pac ket of King’s Natural 
Bait same as previously supplied. 1 have used it cn several 
occas.ons, and can certainly say I find it a capital substi- 
fate {or the ordinary bread paste. It hinds well to the hook, 
and the fish evidently like it, as each time I have had very 
fair takes of both roach and bream.—Yours truly, A. F. 


LEY. 
mers Fenwick Road, East Dulwich. 


In packets, 3d., 6d. & Is, each. Postage extra. 


CEROLEUM. 


A Waterproof Dressing for Hemp and Silk Fishing 
Lines, Poots, Leggings, &c. 


The “‘ Trent Otter’? (Mr. J. W. Martin) says: ‘* I can cor 
Gially :ecommerd your Ceroleum, to pike fishers generally, 
for with it a line may be made to Jast double the time it 
would without, and two dressings of the line as directed is 
quite sufficient for a season’s pike fishing. : 

“A great advantage with it is, it does not cause the line 
to be stiff and rigid, nor leave any objectionable stickiness,’”’ 


In packets, 6d. and Is. each. 


WM. KING, Chemist, 1, New Road, Commercial Road, 
Lonpon, E. 





For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
opreess bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
calle 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





** The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,” —Britis 
Workwoman, 
** Can scarcely fail to prove of service.” —The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 





ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 
£old by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 
Wholesale by Pricr’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY, 
Limited, London. 








GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY. 
SEA S'l DE: 


The SUMMER SERVICE of FAST TRAINS 
is now running to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clac- 
ton-on Sea. Walton-on-the Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstan- 
ton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY, — 


j}and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to TUFSDAY 


(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are 
issued by all Trains to the above-uamed stations at 
REDUCED FARES. 


TOURIST TICKETS, 


available up to the 31st December, 1883, are also 
issued from London (Liverpool Street) to Filey, 
Scarborough, Whitby, and the principal tourist 
stations in Scotland. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYEHOUSE. 

EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by 
any Train from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, 
lee Green, London Fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 2s., 
Is. 6d. : 

For full particulars see bills. 

WILLIAM BIRT, 
London, August, 1883. General Manager. 





THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD, 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT. 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
~ ROACH ROD. 


12 feet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Cartiage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘‘ Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”’—FisHinG 
GAZETTE, 

r yard gut cast 1s, 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
er 50. and 7d. per dozen, 

Trout gut, 8d., 1od:, short, and best long ts, 1cd. per 100. 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 








Tuts Day 18 PusiisueD, Crown 8vo.,, price 4s, 6d, 


RAMBLES WITH A 
FISHING ROD. 


By E. S. ROSCOE. 





ConTENTS } 


An Autumn Ramble in the Salzkammergut and 
Tyrol—Pike-fishing in the Black Forest-—In Conne- 
mara—Fly fishing in the Bavarian Highlands—A 
Spring Ramble in Normandy—A Week at a Ger- 
man Castle—A Diary at Davos—The Professional 
Fisherman of the Eastern Alps—On Fishing Tours 
Abroad—Sea- Trout Fishing, &c., &c., &c. 





WILLIAM BLACKWOOD & SONS, 
Edinburgh and London. 











Summer Tours in Scotland. 





GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issue‘, en- 
titling the holder to sai during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call. One weck, £3; tWwo weeks, 
£5 3 Or six separate days, £3 Ios. 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m., 
and from Greenock about 9 a,m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London ard the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c, 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d, and rts., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs, CHATTO and WINDUs, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 1109, Hope Street, Glasgow, 











Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM TARE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT, 


H, MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
ee DTC EL. 








Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 








FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
Purchase the Rev. Houghton’s Work on 
‘‘ British Fishes”? from J. KNOWLEs, in Div. 14, 
Stall 441, The Promenade. 








1 Eee OH) OiRsO* eed: HE ee Bh OMRSE ST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting. 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. Itstands at vhe head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field e«periences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
fea and River Fishing. Fisheulture, 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 

The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 

well-known angler and fishculturist. 

The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 








| 


Published by the Foresr anp STREAM PUBLISHING Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, Szarre, and Riyineton, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies. 


LONCON & COUNTY 
ADVANGE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
£10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 

Dyno. 
CHANCERY LANE 


JouNn STONE, Sec. 
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MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minneso.a, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b-rns, &c. EnglishColony Fu! particu- 
Jars from A. M., care of Editor, FisH1nG GazeTtTx, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 
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SCOTLAND BY THE WEST COAST ROYAL 
MAIL ROUTE. 


ONDON AND NORTH-WESTERN 
AND CALEDONIAN RAILWAYS. 








The SUMMER SERVICE of PASSENGER 
TRAINS from LONDON to SCOTLAND is now 
in operation. Week deys., 


B. 
London (Euston a.m, a-m, a.m. a.m. P.m. p.m. P-m. 
Station) ... dep. 5.15 7.1§ 10.0 11.0 8.0 8.59 9.9 
Edinburgh .... arr. 4.39 §-50 7-50 9-45 6.15 6.45 Ba: 
Glasgow... so Tus, 6.0: 610 XG,0yeeO.49 655 ah 
Greenock .., 3) 5152) 7245-95 EE 42 7-59 Tene 964 
Ops ess cass 9p 0043 ae 4d 22S 2.5223 
Perth Sy tO. FO) = Onsale 85 > 8.16) 0155 
Dundee ? +30 — 10.30 12.59 9.0 9.0 12.0 
Aberdeen ... nf 10 — — 43.20 1.40 2.15 
Inverness ... _— 8.0 1.30 6.25 


The HIGHLAND EXPRESS (8.0 p.m.) leaves 
Euston eyery night (Saturday excepted), and is due 
at Greenock in time to enable; passengers to join the 
steamers to the Western Coast of Scotland. It also 
anives at Perth in time to enable passengers to 
breakfast there before proceeding northwards. 


The train will be run specially on Saturday, 
the 11th August, 


Until the roth August (Saturdays and Sundays 
excepted) an additional Express Train will leave 
Euston Station at 7.30 p.m. for Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
and all parts of Scotland. This train will convey 
special parties, horses, and carriages. 

A does not run to Oban or Dundee on Sunday 
mornings. 

B does not run beyond Edinburgh and Glasgow 
on pl mornings. 

Day saloons fitted with lavatory accommodation 
are attached to the 10.0 a.m. Down Expres s Train 
from Euston to Edinburgh and Glasgow, &c., with- 
out extra charge. 

Sleeping saloons are run on the night trains be- 
tween Londen and Edinburgh, Glasgow, Greenock, 
Stramiaer, and Perth. Extra charge, 5s. for each 
berth. 


Callander and Gban Wine. 


The line to Oban affords the quickest and most 
comfortable route. to the Western Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland. 

For particulars of up train service from Scotland 
to London, see the Companies’ time bills. 

G. FINDLAY, General Manager, 

L. and N.-W. Railway. 
J. THOMPSON, General Manager, 
Caledonian Railway. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 4683 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 
g and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 
Angentor und Latentce of the Bet Perfect 
Combination Reel. 
Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9 


Io, or II feet 


long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition ase, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any ion 
and superior finish. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 


Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38. ; 33 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 44 inch, qs. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d. ; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. €d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, t yard long, hooked and 
shotted, Is. gd., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, Is. 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, 1d. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Not- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 34 inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, p:ice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price 15s. 

All gocds sent cut that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price task on application, and 
free by post. 


Coarse Kish for Sale. 


A quantity of Roach, Lace, Pike, and other fish 
to be disposed of during the winter months. Early 
application is requested. 

E. W.S., Heathlands, Fakenham, Norfolk. 
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FISHING RODS & TACKLE, 
BULMER’S DRAWN GUT 





“ GOSSAMER” 
LINES, 


Three yards, 8d. each. 


These are the Jines which have been so often most favou-- 
ably spoken of by the Editor of the Frsuinc Gazette (Mr. 
R.B. Marston, who has used them in fiy-fi-hing for trout and 
grayling for the list two or three seaso1s; also for roach 
fishing, &c. See his not ces in the Gazgars for Dec, 17,1833, 
June 28, 1882, July 1, 1882. 

N.B.—To be had stained to suit the tiat of any water. 

Specimens sent post free, od. 

Roach, and Sneck bend Hooks on Gossamer Gut 
to Match Lines, Si, per doz, Best Gut and Huiir Hooks, 6d. 
per dozen. Gut Lines, 3 yards, 4d. and6d, Hair lines, 3 
yards, 34. and ad. each, Gut 6d. per hank; t00 strips, 12 
inches, 1s, 2d. ; 14 inches, 1s, 6d. Gossamer Gut, 12 inches, 
3s. 6d. 5 14 inches, 4s. 6d. Notinighec Sik Twist, 1c yards, 
jd. ; stout, 4d, Flies on Fine Gut, r:d. per dozen ; on Gos- 
samer Gut, 1s, 2d per doz. ‘Two fold tackle books, 1S; 4 
leather dit'o, ts, 9d, Three fo'd superior, 2s, 6d. 25 inch 
Brass Winc h, ts. gd. 

“vackle Books and Wiach > by post id. extra each. 

Bamboo Roach and Bream Kods, 15 feet, rung, brazed, 
winch fittinss, 2 tops, pack in three, 6s.; 18 feet, 8s. od, ; 
20 feet, ros. 6d.; Fly Rods, 4 joints, 12 feet, 7s. 6d, ; hollow 
butt, 2 tops, 92, éd, Double jack hook: on gimp, 6 for 8d., 
ts. 3d. per dcz. Fine drawn Gut Lines, tapered to Gossamer 
Gut, 8d each, 

Py. stage extra on all oS ae 


A. BULMER, 62, WANDSWORTH ROAD, 


Corner of Nine Elms Lane, 
Three minutes’ walk from Vauxhall Station. 


Crystal, 


siitébnation F csherins Exhibition, 
Stand 490. Division 16. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE, 


JOHN W. MARTIN 
(THE “TRENT OTTER ”) 


No. 4, NORTHERN BUILDINGS, LOVERS’ LANE, 
NEWARE-ON-TRENT, NOTTS, 


having had considerable exper ence in all kinds of fishing in 
the Nottingham Style, can confidently reconmend any 
- article suppli d. 
Superior Fly Reds, 10 or :1 feet long, best finish ; partion 
bag, superior action, tos. each. 

Superior Nottingham Bcottsm and Sp nning Rods, 4s. 6d. 
and 5s. each ; with Partition Rag, Safecv Rings, and supe- 
rior finis h, 6s., 7s. and 8s, each, warranted. 

Superior Nettingbam Star Back Reels, 38.) 3S. 6d., 4s. and 

4 4s. 6d. each, 
Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, 1s. 6d. ; 2yards, 38,3 3 yards, 
4s. edi per dczen, post free, 

1 doz, Bottom Tackles, 1 yard long, ho-ked, shotted, and 
stained, very best quality, ts. 9d. post free ; 80 yards Superior 
Silk Line from zs, 2d. to 1s.@d. each. 

A complete bottom fishing ouifi-, Nottingham Style, com- 
pr sing best quality Kod, in partition bag, 3sin. reel, 80 yards 
Silk Line, 1 dozen a: soried tackles, and © floats, assorted, 
price 12s. ¢d. ; very supesior outfit, 16s. 

Write for a Price List, free by post. 














“Float Fishing and Spinning inthe Nottingham Style,” by 
the ‘Trent Otter,’ sent-post free to any address tor 2s, 
Address as above. 





INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 


EXHIBITION. 


DIVISION 14. 


THE 
“ MACNEE” PIKE SCALE FLY. 
Wings made frem prepares Pike Scales, 


Genuine only 
rom Inventor, 


JAMES MACNEE, Sohal Pitlochry (N.B.). 


Extract from ‘ Trout Fishing near Canterbury,” by R. B. 
Marston, Esq. : 
‘‘T set great store by these Flies now, as I find they 
will kill when nothing else will,’”’ 


Beware oF Imirations. 


3d. each, 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—-This~ Day.— 

Two Great VAKIETY SHOWS, at3z and 8. Stokes 

on Memory, Mondays, Wednesdays, and Lhursdays at 2 
o'clock 





Rees ~ AQUARIUM. — SPECIAL 
GRAND HOLINAY PROGRAMME, again the 
largest, for BANK HOLIDAY, August 6, Fif:y Artistes, 


ROraL AQUARIUM.—This Day.— 


Open from r2 until 11.39. Admission, until 6 o’clock, 
Lit by Electricity. 


Peete AQUARIUM.-—See  Raffin’s 


Is,; 28. afterwards. 





Wonderful PERFORMING PIG and MONKEY, 





SPLIT CANE RODs, 


STIFF OR PLIANT. 


9 feet Brook Rod, 2 lengths, he EE CY 
lO 49 ” ” 2 5S. 0. 
2198. 0. 


Lock Joints, de, 6d. extra, 
Prices fer Longer rods on application, 
Light reels fitted to above, and suitable tackle at 
usual prices. 


EH. ©. Andrews, Manufacturer, 
HIGH STREET, UPPINGHAM. 


Orders should be accompanied by cash or reference, 
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PO PPLE POOPED TAPES Dapenapenge 


“FISHING, SHOOTING, &e.* 


Sportsmen, Fishermen, Yachtsmen, Punters, Sol- 
diers, Sailers, Tourists, and all classes who are ex- 
p sosed tothe many changes i inthe weather, and value 
their health and the comfort of dry feet, should use 


STRAWSON’S WATERPROOF. 3) 





va 








etal 




















The i bess Dressing for Boots, Shoe, 
Harness, St, 2 

Does not prevent the polish of good Blacking, 
Invaluable in preserving the softness and improv- 
ing the appearance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as weil 
as Gentiemen’s, as !4 cannot injure the most deli. 
cate Leather. 

From the EDITOR of “ Putman’s Weelily News.” 

We are glad to hear that StRAwson's WarrRPRoor Com- 
POSITION is daily gaining that world- wide popularity woich 
is not diflcult to prognosticate for it. The following ex 
tract is from a letter. written by a gentleman in Queens 
land. ‘' Noone should come ont here without a good sup. 7 
ply of STRAWSON 5 WATERPROOF for Boots ‘Lhe 
heavy dews, fellgwed by intense heat. wiilsoon cack your |& 
Boots, unless they are well dressel with Strawson’s or some 
similar compound. J wish ! bad more of 1 here. o. Faew 
where to get itm Brishane.”’ 








Sold Retai! by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddiers. 
- J tronmongers, & others, 
in Tins, price I8., 28., 5S., & z0s.each 


Ask your Boot Maker or Sad iler tu Procure it for you, or Ce) 
send Stamps for the price ofa Tin to the Proprietor who 
will forward a Sample, carriage tree, to any address 


9 Wholesale by the Sole ’roprieror— o> 


JOHN BLAKEY, Lavy Lawe, LEEDS. 


Manaoer: IT Stheneson, lute of Fxeter 
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THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. — a 


i 
With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WAT Eig 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, sTROG q 
TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS, 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN E 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO Cart 
THEM. 


INCIDE\TS OF CAPTURE, Ete., Ete, id 


ae Seo Pn eee Ee 
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These essays are — 
rp 













Tus American Anccrs is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
N tes and Queries relative to fishing aad fish life ; rep 
of fishing trom all parts of the Continent, and an engravit o 
of a representative fish of Amerizan waters. Drawings | 
fitty-one of these fish have a:ready appearel in the cola 
of Lum Ancer, which is the only paper pudlished in A 
rica that is solely devoted to fi-hiag and fish culture, | 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 61. 


WM. C HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
25.2,' BRO ADWAWS 
(Opposite City Hail Park), 





NEW YORK CITY, U.S. A 
FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS. 
A Nourishing Food for all kinds of é 
_ FresH Water Fish. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, FRHS. 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants; Beetles, &e, for 
the. Aquaria, 


52, King William Street, City, and South-Eastern 
Railway Station, Cannon Street. : 


N.B.—This Feod is invaluable to Breeders of all 
kinds of Fish. 


Avaust 18, 188+] 
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oO 

Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Book® 
tor Review, &c,, must be addressedto the Editor of the: Fisuinc Gazztrs, No, 12? 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith, Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. : 

Tue Fisuixc Gazurrz is published every’ Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 











ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Anrual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpost 
free, 1os, 6d, 


To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 


Wir Descriptions or ITs FisHertss, 


By SepGcEr WILLow. 


No. 9.—THE Pike AND ANCHOR FISHERY. 


i. following the back waters of the Lea, right along from 

Tottenham to the Royal Small Arms Factory at Enfield 
Lock, we have gone round the Pike and Anchor, which stands 
on the towing-path of the navigation river, close to the lock at 
Ponder’s End. We shall, therefore, have to drop back to a 
_ point some two miles nearer London than that at which we ter- 
minated our observations of Mr. Bailey’s water. 

Mr. H. Puddicombe has for the last five years been the pro- 
ptietor of the Pike and Anchor tavern, with the fishery that is 
attached to it. The latter consists of about two miles of the 
navigation river and half a mile of mill stream. We will go to 
the mill stream first, and to get to it we must walk through the 
meadow at the side of the house and follow the footpath outside 
the fence. There is a swim or two inthe garden, but Mr. Puddi- 
combe has been compelled to prohibit any fishing there on 
account of the damage that is done to his vegetables, &c. Real 
anglers do no harm, but Mr. Puddicombe says, ‘‘ If I admit one 
I must admit another; and then some Sunday I get two or three 
rough customers in there, and they not only pick my flowers, but 
they pull up carrots, turnips, potatoes, or anything that. may be 
growing. I couldn’t stand it any longer, so I have shut up the 
garden swims altogether.” 

Close to the fence that surrounds the garden there is a very 
good place for eels, and a lot of gudgeon may be had there too. 
The water is then shallow for about thirty yards until we reach 
the first bend, where there isan eddying swim that-is always good 
for perch, roach, and dace. <A perch of 1 Ib. 14 0z. was taken 
out of this corner during the last season, After leaving this bend 
there are several places where roach may be taken, and about ten 
feet from the next bend is the noted Barbel Hole; it lies just 
by the two old trees, and has retained its celebrity for many years. 
Just past the Barbel Hole, by the broken stump at the corner, 
is a well-known swim for roach, perch, and gudgeon. The 
remaining portion of this stream is shallow; but right at the end, 
where the Mar Dyke marks the boundary, many jack have been 
taken, and some good eels may generally be found there, 

- As we can proceed. no farther, we must’ return to the front of 
the house. There are several well worn spots on the opposite 
bank of this mill stream, and, although subscribers to the fishery 
are only entitled to fish from one_side of the water, it is pretty 
evident that their presence on the other side is not very strongly 
objected to. 
fa back of the house, and chub and dace abound in the mill 
slréam, Mics 
On the towing-path the Pike and ‘Anchor Fishery beging at the 
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horse-bridge, just outside the house, and extends to Enfield 
Wash, which enters the opposite side of the Navigation River, 
some 200 yards below Enfield Lock. 

This portion of Mr. Puddicombe’s water is certainly not over- 
fished ; in fact, there is very little known as_ to its capabilities. 
Nearly all the subscribers seem to fish at the back of the house, 
and there they have the advantage of being secluded and free 
from interruption; but 1 fancy there are some good fish to be 
had in the Barge river, and I should advise them to give ita little 
more attention. 

Right opposite the front door of the house some good perch 
and roach aretaken. The place cannot be mistaken, because the 
grass is all ‘‘ rubbed out.” This isone much-fancied place, and 
to get to it you must cross the river in one of Mr. Puddicombe’s 
boats. The other place that the fishermen generally make for is 
a long way up the stream, and may be known by the haystacks 
and the very high hawthorn hedge at the side of the towing- 
path. A good many jack have lately been taken out of the Navi- 
gation river, and I believe bream, tench, and carp might be 
beguiled if they were properly tried for. There is some very 
quiet water between the intake and outlet of Wright’s Mill, and 
if these fish are anywhere, they will be there. 

I would advise anglers to search the whole of this water with a 
paternoster : by that means they are certain to come across perch, 
and at the same time the best spots for groundbaiting could be 
noted. A good knowledge of a fishery can always be gained by 
a day’s paternostering; the effect is the same as if you went all 
over the water with a plummet. © Unfortunately, the Lea fisher- 
men.are so wedded to one style of fishing, that paternosters are 
almost unknown to them. 

I don’t see why this portion of the Pike and Anchor Fishery 
should be so neglected by anglers. . With the exception of the 
barges, there is very little interruption to be feared ;. the towing- 
path is stony and uncomfortable to walk on, and this is rather an 
advantage than otherwise, because it causes the inquisitive pedes- 
trian—that bugbear to Lea anglers—to turn his footsteps in 
another direction. Atall events, I have walked the whole length 
of the water many times on Sundays, and weekdays too, and I 
never met more than half a dozen people on the banks of this 
portion of the Navigation river. 

The Pike and Anchor Angling Society has its head-quarters at 
the house, and the water is free to members of angling societies 
that are in connection with the Central Committee of the United 
London Anglers. 

The annual subscription to the fishery is 10s. 6d.; day tickets 
are issued at 1s. each.. The trout season is from April 1st till 
August 31st; jack fishing begins on August rst, and ends-on the 
last day of February; eel fishing is open all the year round ; all 
other fishing begins on June 16th, and ends on March 14th. 
Ponder’s End Station is within five minutes’ walk of the house, 
and the upper end of the fishery is a very short distance from the 
Ordnance Factory. Mr. Puddicombe has every accommodation 
at his establishment; there are plenty of beds, and some very 
large rooms that may be used for meetings, dinners, &e. 

‘There are two of Lund’s hatching boxes in the stream by the 
garden, and a considerable quantity of perch spawn has been suc- 
cessfully hatched during the present season. Experiments with 
other fish will, no doubt, be tried at the proper time; and it is 
confidently hoped that these will be equally satisfactory, and add 
to the stock of fish that the water now contains. 

* * * * *- 

Iam now going to aira little grievance of my own. It does 
not concern the Pike and Anchor fishery, but it is of great 
importance to the Lea fishing and London anglers in general. 

Can nothing be done to stop the constant pouring into the Lea 
of the foul matter from the sewage works at ‘Tottenham ? 
Immense quantities of fish were poisoned some two or three years 
ago, and I am convinced that the Tottenham sewage works were 
the cause of it, We have just escaped.a similar slaughter. During 
the week before Bank Holiday the stink (smell is too moderate a 
word) of the Lea waters below Tottenham was horrible. 

The fish in the Navigation River, in the portion of the ald Lea 
that runs through the East London waterworks at Lea Bridge, 
and in the White House fishery, were all in a‘state of sick- 
ness that was really heartrending. Wherever a pipe of 
fresh water discharged itself into the river, there they were, 
crowding in thousands to get a taste of it. I dipped an ordinary 
landing net into the river and lifted out fifteen fish; and I could 
have taken out fifteen hundred in the same manner, as they were 
too languid to attempt to get away. These fifteen fish were 
roach, perch, gudgeon, and smal! chub, and, of course, | put them 
back again; 

I caught one man snatching the helpless things in the tumbl« 
ing bay at Mr; Beresford’s water, and I threatened to lock him 
up, His excuse was that he had been fishing propertly all day, 
and had not had a bite, and seeing such alot of Ash huddled up 
together, he could not resist the temptation to try and Rook 6fe: 
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I had no time to spare, so I just saw him pack up his tackle and 
take his departure, and then hurried off myself. | Se 

When this stuff comes down the river, if there is a trout in the 
water, it is always the first to succumb. I saw two dead ones that 
had been found below Lea Bridge; one weighed 23 lb., the other 
was about half the size. Now, this in itself is deplorable. Here 
are trout trying to exist in waters close to London, and falling 
victims to the foul state of the river. Some three years ago I found 
a trout lying deadin the White House water, and I sent a short 
letter to this paper mentioning the fact—that one weighed 
4 1b. 10 oz., if I remember rightly. 

Jack seem to be very little better able to bear the pollution 
than trout, and several were turned up by it. I only saw one of 
about 31b., but I heard of others being found. 

During nearly the whole of the week preceding Monday, 
August 6, fish of all kinds were to be seen lying about the lower 
part of the Lea. On that day (Bank holiday) I suppose the men 
were not at work; at all events, the water was much purer, and 
the fish recovered. I had no doubtin myown mind.as to the cause of 
the fish being so sickly; but I took the trouble to go up above the 
Tottenham Sewage Works, and there I found no signs of the fish 
being inan unhealthy state. 

Some persons imagine, because fish can always be caught close 
to the outfall, that the stuff does themnoharm. A little reflec- 
tion will suggest to their minds that these fish simply swim in 
and out of the pollution ; if one of them feels queer he only has to 
swim afew yardsup stream, andthe purer water pulls him round 
again. Atthe East London Waterworks and at the White House 
Fishery there are gates through which no fish can pass, and it is 
here thatthe deadly effects of the sewage matter can best be 
seen. The fish are obliged to remain init, and there is no possi- 
bility of escape for them ; their instinct causes them to get as far 
up the river as they can, and that is why they always crowd 
together at these gates. I have no doubt thatifno obstacles pre- 
sented themselves, they would force their way up stream, and 
either get beyond the offensive matter or perish in the attempt. 

Although there is always an outflow from the Tottenham 
Sewage Works, it is not the ordinary sewage matter that works 
all this mischief. The stuff that does it generally comes down in 
the dead of the night. 

At the present time no orders are granted for fishing the por- 
tion of the Lea that flows through the grounds of the East 
London Waterworks, at Lea Bridge ; but, two or three years ago, 
I was allowed there, and it was then that I learnt so much about 
this sewage matter. In the building known as the Mill House 
there are two large water-wheels that are turned by the polluted 
water ; it is necessarily churned up by them and sprinkled all 
over the walls. Provided that there is the proper amount of 
water in the river, these wheels are going night and day. 

I used to keep my worms in this Mill House, because it was a 
nice cool place for them; and sometimes for weeks there was 
nothing noticeable but the usual damp smell that is always found 
in such places. Some morning I would go down at daylight and 
proceed to fetch my worms, as usual; when, on opening the 
door, my breath would be almost taken away by the stench. My test 
as to whether the fish were likely to feed or not was either to go 
down early and smell the Mill House for myself, or enquire of 
the watchman as to its condition in the morning. So long as 
there was no foul smell from the wheels, the fish would bite ; but 
if the dark deeds of the night had been going on, you might just 
as well pack up and go home. On the night between Sunday, 
August 12th, and Monday, August 13th, there was another deluge 
3 this poison, and it must have been running for nearly twelve 

ours. 

I have just met one of the men who are employed at Lea 
Bridge, and I asked him whether he had noticed much smell in 
the Mill House during the last few weeks. His reply was, ‘It’s 
been awful, sir; we’ve been obliged to open all the doors and 
windows, because we couldn’t go into the place.” 

Personally, I have no interest or animus in the matter beyond 
that which an angler naturally feels; but there are laws for the 
prevention of river pollution, and they ought to be brought to 
bear on the subject. With a view to the prevention of cholera, 
house to house sanitary inspections are being made, and yet the 
authorities seem to shut their eyes to the occasional foul state of 
the Lea below Tottenham. 

I have seen numbers of men and boys bathing in the polluted 
water when a quarter of a mile above them the fish were almost 
dead from its effects. Then, again, the whole of this poisonous 
pollution is carried through some of the most densely populated 
suburbs of London, and the danger of ill-effects therefrom cannot 
be over-estimated. 

I have made considerable mention of the East London Waiter- 
works ; but 1 wish to remove any erroneous impressions that may 
be formed by my remarks on the above subject. This pollution in 
no way affects the drinking water that is supplied by the water- 





works, nor is it possible for itto do so: The water in which the 
pollution occurs is used as a motive power only, and it works some 


of the pumping engines that force the drinking water to its © 


various destinations. The drinking water is brought at a high 
level from miles above where the pollution takes place, and has 
no contact whatever with the lower portion of the Lea. The 
water, as supplied to the consumers, is regularly tested by the 
proper analysts, and I should be sorry if a careless reader should 
in any way interpret these observations as casting any doubt upon 
its acknowledged purity, 


(To be continued.) 





THE LEA AND THE SEWAGE WORKS AT 
TOTTENHAM. 


“ Q@EDGE WILLOW,” in his interesting ‘‘ Rambles by the 

River Lea,” which we have had the pleasure to give to 
our readers, has pointed out many matters of interest. In his 
‘‘Ramble” which appears in our columns to-day he refers with 
very righteous indignation to the fact that within a few miles of 
the seat of Government of that grand Empire on which the sun 
never sets, men are getting their living by pouring tons of the 
most horrible, stinking sewage imaginable into a stream which 
afterwards passes through a poor but pepulous district, carrying 
death and disease with it at all times. We have recently thrown 
a great many stones at the Egyptians; but with such cesspools 
as the canals and the Lea below Tottenham in our midst, it 
seems a pity we cannot find the proper parties to throw them at 
at home. 





A NOTABLE VISIT TO THE NORFOLK BROADS. 


A COMMITTEE of Norfolk and Norwich gentlemen interested 

in Fish Culture and Inland Fisheries, including Sir R. 
Buxton, E. Birkbeck, Esq., M.P.; I. O. Taylor, Esq. ; Geoffrey 
Buxton, Esq.; T. J. Mann, Esq.; Harry Bullard, Esq.; John 
Gurney, Esq., and others, have issued invitations ‘to meet the 
Executive Committee of the Great International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion and the distinguished Foreign and Colonial Commissionets 
on a day’s visit to a portion of the Norfolk rivers and broads on 
Thursday, August 23.” 

A special train, for which the Great Eastern Railway Com- 
pany have given most liberal facilities, will leave Liver-- 1! Street 
Station at 8 a.m., and proceed to Wroxham, wher th= ayor of 
Norwich and the Norfolk Committee will join the par'ys 


After luncheon the rivers and broads will be iv “ected ina _ 


fleet of steam launches, returning about 5 o’clock tc 1 roxham to 
dinner (a feature of which will be freshwater fish of the Norfolk 
waters cooked in various ways). 
town at 8 o’clock. We understand Mr. Soman intends to present 


The special train will leave for — 


a copy of his useful ‘‘Guide to the Broads and Rivers” to each — 


of the visitors. With fine weather, a most enjoyably and in- 
teresting holiday may be anticipated. 








FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND YOUNG EELS FOR 


AUSTRALIA. 


\ X JE notice from a paragraph in the Deuésche Lischered Leitung 

that a consignment of 300,000 young eels, 
to Brisbane. The fish have been collected in the neighbourhoo 
of Sidwesth6rn, and to fill the order of a Brisbane resident, 
tried a similarrexperiment successfully last year with carp fry. 








DEPARTURE OF SALMON DISEASE FROM THE WYE. 


IT is a gratifying fact that Saprolegnia ferax, or salmon disease, ha 
entirely disappeared from the waters of the river Wye. This disease 
was practically unknown in the Wye till the present season, differing, 
fortunately, in this respect from her sister river, the Usk. 
Usk was quite clear of fungoid disorder. Although in January last 
(1883) the Usk was affected with this disease, the Wye was free; but 
as the season advanced the Wye was in the same position as the Usk 
the previous year—the disease appeared and disappeared at exactly 
the same period as it did in the Usk in 1882. The Usk, after a viru- 
lent outbreak, became free at Midsummer, 1882. ‘The Wye, after a 
similar outbreak in 1883, also became free at Midsummer. In 1882 
the Usk, after being free, was again affected in October, and the 
visitation was a very serious one; and by parity of reasoning the Wye, 
though now free, may in a few weeks be visited with a return of the 
disorder to which so many fine fish have already fallen victims, 


> 


In 1881 the © 


‘ 


the majority — 
not larger than a lead pencil, is about to be sent from on 
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TAKING UNDERSIZED THAMES TROUT. 


THE Hambleden case of taking undersized trout, heard and de- 
cided by the County Bench at Great Marlow, is important as being 
probably the first that has been adjudicated under the eleventh By- 
law of the Thames Conservators of 1869, which makes it illegal to 
take any trout under the weight of one pound. It is only quite re- 
cently, or within the last two or three years, that there have been so 
considerable a number of trout, including a large proportion of fish 
that are not of the specific Thames trout kind in the river. Almost 
all the socicties for the improvement of Thames angling have put 
into the river, at very great expense, great numbers of Wycombe and 
- other trout, in the hope that they will at last become established as 
stock, and those public-spirited men, who have borne the trouble and 
cost of those operations, would have little credit for wisdom if they 
were content that their gifts of the sa/monzde should be taken up as 
fast as they were deposited by unscrupulous and rapacious anglers of 
the pot-hunter class and prowling waterside loafers and poachers, At 
Present these trout and troutlings are in the river, but not of it, few 
certain traces of river brood having yet been detected ; and the just 
protection afforded by the By-laws, enforced by judicious firmness 
and stringency, will surely be to the advantage of all well-disposed 
and considerate anglers and honest professional fishermen in the not 
very remote future. The trout are now apparently thriving in the 
Thames, and every angler, imbued with the sentiment of a true sports- 
man, will voluntary abstain from taking, however favourable a chance 
may occur to him,:more than one brace, or, at most, two brace of 
sizeable fish. Every angler should mote what others do, as any per- 
son can put the law in force against offenders, or give information to 
some person with local authority. Every lock-keeper is also a river- 
keeper. The new Thames By-laws are said to be still more effective, 
and therein :rci:t under the weight of 2lb. are restricted, if not from 
capture, from retention. 

The above is a prelude to the report of a conviction of George 
Peacey for takirg four trout under 1b. each, for which he was mulcted 
in a penalty of £4; but, as the detail of this trial is of general im- 
portance, we give it here as we find it reported in the Henley Adver- 
Ziser, and reprinted in a brochure by Mr. J. W. Knight, the hon. sec. 
to the Henley and District Fishery Association. 

The case again came before the Marlow Bench—present G. W. 
Vansittart, Esq. (Chairman); T. S. Cocks, Esq.; H. W. Cripps, Esq. ; 
C. A. Scott-Murray, Esq. ; and Major Carson. 

George Peacey, who was fishing from a punt in Hambleden Wier 
on Saturday, June 16th, was charged with having taken four trout, 
each less than one pound in weight, contrary to the 11th bye law of 
the Thames Conservancy, and the same fish were seized in the well 
ofthe punt, at Henley, on the morning of June 17th, by William 
Vaughan, assistant river-keeper. 

Mr. J. W. Knight, Hon. Sec. of the Henley and District Fishery 
Protection Association, opening the case, stated that the information 
was laid for infringement of the 11th By-law of the Thames Conser- 
vancy, made 14th June, 1869, which he read, and pointed out that 
the said By-law consisted of two sections, the first as to taking un- 
dersized fish of the descriptions usually termed ‘‘ coarse fish,’ which 
incurred the penalty prescribed for taking any such fish under the 
stated legal sizes determined by measurement, and the word “ fish”’ 
might in that place be taken to have the signifiance of plurality, and 
the fine of £5 be of effect accordingly ; but the second section which 
applied to this case deals with any individual fish by weight, so that 
not any salmon of less weight than 4lb., nor any salmon-trout or trout 
of less weight than 1!b. can be lawfully taken, “‘ and if any person 
does anything in contravention of this By-law, he shall for every such 
offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding £5.” Mr. Knight con- 
tended that, from the relative construction of the two portions of the 
By-law, it seemed that the taking of each or every salmon, salmon- 
trout, or trout under weight became specifically a distinct offence, 
and that the defendant had rendered himself liable in this to four 
penalties not exceeding £5 each, or a possible £20 in aggregate. In 
repiy to the Bench, Mr. Knight stated that he had not heard of any 
precedent of a conviction under the By-law, because it was, in fact, 
only quite recently that small trout had become numerous in the 
Upper Thames, but that all fishermen and boatmen and others like 

- the defendant, having their business and occupation on the river, knew 
well this By-law, awd also that these small trout were not indubitably 
brood of the river, but principally or entirely stock fish ; that for some 
years past similar societies to the Henley Association, that he repre- 
sented, had, at great aggregate cost, put into the river at various 
points, and, although when put into the water at all risks they could 
not actually be objects of larcenous capture, yet every right-minded 
and considerate man on the river might well feel that it was a moral 
larceny to take any of these fish which the Conservancy Bye-laws 
protected up to a certain size, above which anglers might lawfully 

‘take them, while it followed that the greater future certainty of taking 
sizeable fish, which would in time accrue, would materially promote 
the future interests of the fishermen who lately had taken, or suffered 
their customers to take, them surreptitiously, Mr. Knight represented 
that, though prepared with all his evidence complete, as to the taking 

of the fish, he had no vindictive purpose whatever, and he felt much 
regret in having to pursue this case against the defendant, whom he 
considered a respectable man, enjoying a well-to-do position, which 
by his energy and diligence he had well earned. He had advised the 
defendant to admit the offence, a conviction being chiefly important 
to convince all persons inclined to infringe the law that prosecutions 
would be uncompromisingly pursued; he would on such admission 
be quite prepared to move the Bench to mitigate the penalties to the 
utmost degree of reduction their Worships would be disposed to allow. 
At this stage, therefore, he would suspend his remarks to give the 


= 


defendant opportunity to elect whether he will admit the offence or 
defend the case. 

The defendant, who had the professional assistance of Mr, Francis 
Smith, solicitor, of Henley, was then called upon by the Chairman of 
the Bench for his response to Mr. Knight’s proposal, and, through 
his solicitor, he then admitted the offence, but Mr. Smith urged that 
he had no criminal intent, that the fisherman with him in the punt 
was ordered to put the fish into the fivér, when they returned to 
Henley, and he had neglected to do so. 

Mr. Knight objected that this plea was one of course, but quite in- 
admissible, because the offence was completed when the fish were put 
into the punt well. The captor was clearly bound to return unlawful 
fish to'the water immediately and with the least possible injury ; he 
was not to determine whether they would be better placed elsewhere, 
nor whether in being caught they had sustained any serious degree of 
injury, for this also would lead to evasions, The law said he shall 
not take them, and he must return them to the water off-hand, and 
the Bench fully concurred. 

The defendant having been asked expressly if he pleaded guilty, 
and having answered in the affirmative, the justices retired to con- 
sider their decision, and, after a short absence, returned into court, 
and the Chairman, having questioned the defendant as to his position 
in business, gave the decision: That the Bench would not express 
any opinion as to whether the taking of each fish was a separate 
offence or not, but would inflict a fine of £4 for the fish taken and 
costs. 

The penalty and costs, amounting to 45 14s., were paid. 

It was to be expected that the magistrates, in the absence of any 
precedent, decision, or conviction, under the By-law, would refrain 
from expressing an opinion as to its effect; but the amount of the 
antigay penalty as referable to the number of fish taken, is signi- 

cant. 
: J. W. KNIGHT, 
Hon. Sec., Henley and District Fishery Association, 





“GOING, GOING!” AND “ GONE!” 


HESE charming little illustrations are from Mr. Henry 
Blackburn’s Academy Sketches, and the copyright belongs 
to the artist, whose originals in the Royal Academy form two of 
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GONE ! 


the most attractive pictures in the collection. Messrs. Allen and 
Co., of Waterloo Place, have very kindly lent ls the engravings. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


BERMONDSEY BROTHERS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

The general visit will ta e place on Tuesday, August 28th, at the Alscot 
Arms, Alscot-road, Grange-road, when we shallbe glad to have the company 
of as many brother anglers and friends as can make it convenient to attend,— 
W. Covust, sec. 


BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday last our yearly general meeting took ‘place: at the White Hart 
Hotel, Old Market Street, for the purpose of auditing accounts, election of 
officers, &c. The auditors, Messrs. Barber and Cornish, having got through 
their ta~k in good time, the other business was at once proceeded with. Mr. 
Haddon (chairman), Mr. H. Inch (vice-chairman), Mr. W. G. Leigh (treasurer), 
Mr. Lewis C. Wride (secretary); and Messrs. Barber and Cornish (auditors) 
were again elected to fill their respective offices. The following committeemen 
were also elected to stand again:—Messrs. J. Inch, F. David, F. C. Morris, 
J. A. Everett, Julion, Pain; the newly-elected committeemen being Messrs. 
W. H. Stephens, A. Matthews, Dovey, and F. A. Withers. The auditors 
having read their report as to the finance of the association and the able manner 
in which the officers and committeemen had fulfilled their duties, a hearty vote 
of thanks was at once accorded to them.—L, Wrrbe, sec, 








BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

The weather here and about the neighbourhood last week was a'l against the 
skill of our angling brothers ; nevertheless the cold winds and rain did not deter 
three or four members from trying their hand at the favourite sport, but with- 
out having to record any heavy scaling. _Barcombe and Berwick were the 
places visited. Should the atmosphere keep fine as it at present promises, no 
doubt several of our members will be busy with the rod, instead of brooding 
over business, which I am sorry to say is very quiet just now. We anticipate 
some good sport on the 19th, when a peg-down competition will be held at 
Chichester. I hope to send you a favourable report next week of the sime. 
My friend Mr. A. Cardy, our respected chairman, relates the following which 
I think will intérest readers of your valuable’ papers. ’ Visitors to the seaside 
who are fond of sea fishing will be glad to hear that my old friend Dick Priest 
went off here (Brighton) last week and was well amongst the briny ones. 
Accompanied by Tommy Roberts, he took four red bream scaling 20 lb. ; eight 
score of rock whiting and 21 horse mackerel, the top weight of the latter being 
2lb. I oz,—rather extraordinary weight for such fish ; but the old hand is always 
in form. All true lovers of this sport wishing to know a favourite spot should 
call on Dick at his residence, 18, Kent Court, Russell-street, Brighton, where 
he can be seen, and would be pleased to give advice gratis, at the same-time 
enjoying a quiet chat ina friendly way.—Piscator. 


BRUNSWICK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of the above have been more or less fortunate during the week. 
Mr. Green weighed in 3} 1b. of roach and 9g lb. of bream; the host, Mr. 
Keeble, a very fine chub in splendid condition ;. Mr, Dunn, perch and bream, 
the largest perch over 1 lb. Wehave had a number of old friends paying us 
a visit from Norfolk, and they have promised our members a treat whenever we 
pay the broads a visit, which I trust is not far distant, especially as they have 
given us such glowing accounts of their catches; they laugh ag the idea of catch- 
ing a few pounds of fish—they goin for four and five stone at the time.— 
J. BoDELL, hon. sec. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club were out on August 12th in good force, but 
met with very little sport. Mr. J. Hadkiss weighed in bream and roach, from 
Dagenham ; Mr, Whitmore, roach, from the Lea ; Mr, Syddel!, roach and perch, 
from the Stort; Mr. B. Smith, dace and roach, from Waltham; and Mr. (¢. W. 
Britt, dace, from St. Margaret’s.—T. G. WALKER. ' 


CITY OF LONDON’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 5th inst. Messrs. Macdonald and Clarkson had bream and roach from 
Amberley. On the 12th, three of our members visited Dagenham Lake, with 
the following result :—Mr. Castell, bream, 4 1b. 9 oz.; Mr. Nirz, bream and 
roach, 3 lb, 6oz., also a flounder weighing 4 1b. ; Mr. Chambers was very un- 
fortunate : after losing several good fish he had to return with a blank,—Cas. 


CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 
Mr. Turner brought in a good show of bream and roach,,Mr. Jelliman had 
a nice lot of chub, roach, and perch; Mr. Ward, roach.—J. W. POWER, sec. 





CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Since my last report the fullowing members weighed in fish :—Mr, W. Maslin: 


jack and chub, Mr. B. Banfield roach and bream, Mr. Li. Boisseau jack and 
roach, Mr, C. J. Speed roach and dace, Mr. J. Walkley roach and dace, Mr. 
E. Wilson roach and dace, Mr. E. Wakeford jack and roach, Mr. Farell bream, 
Mr. A. Ipps perch, W. Hodges jack. The first open prize of the season, 
given by Messrs. Waterhouse and Chatwin, was fished for on Bank holiday, 
from Sunbury Lock to Walton Bridge, and was won by Mr. E, Wilson, Mr, 
J. Veaser second, ‘Lhe next prizes, given by Messrs. Field and Son, H. Speed, 
and Hutchins, will be fished for on the 26th of August, all to start by first 
train in the morning. Mr. C. Speed and friend fished a match against Mr. E. 
Wilson and friend at Sunbury on Friday last, all fish to weigh, punt only, 
After a sharp contest it ended in favour of Mr. C. Speed and friend, through 
taking a barbel of 3 1b, just at the finish of the match. Members are requested 
to attend on Thursday next for important business.-—-E. WILSON, sec. 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

A few members out on the 12th inst., only four weighing in fish. Mr. F. 
Long, anice show of dace from the Lea, the largest two, 1 lb. ; Mr. Johnson, 
bream from Dagenham; Mr. Meager, roach, and Mr. T. Welch, roach, dace, 
perch, and gudgeon. All members are requested to attend next Thursday at 
nine o’clock, business very important,—W. H. BURWASH, sec. — 





DUKE OF CORNWALL ANGLING CLUB. 

Several of our members were out on August sth, Mr. Hyde being well in 
amongst the perch, from the Medway, one turning the scale at 1} lb., also one 
I lb., with 4 quantity of smaller ones. Mr. W. Kettle, with a chub over 2 lb, 
and a quantity of eels; Mr, F. H. Kettle, with a nice show of roach, from the 
Stort. I also paid a visit to the Maidstone Angling Club, and find Mr. 


Hutson, the host, avery jolly feliow, and they are doing a great amount 





of good by p reserving their part of the river, as there wasa quantity of netting 
and illegal fish ing going on when I first went there. Lalso find the angler has 
more liberty there than any other river IT have been to, and when you can get 
the river in condition you will find very good a'l-round fishing, The scenery 
is simply beautiful at the present time.—W. Hypr, hon. sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We hada very nice show of fish at the above club Jast night, the principal 
being Mr. G. Stev ens, 16]b. of bream and roach; Mr.. Weber, perch; Mr. 
Money, jack; Mr. Collyer, jack; Mr. O. Wade, roach.--T.A. GRAY, sec. 

GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Most of ourmembers fished the Welsh Harp waters on August 12, fora 
series of prizes, but with very little success. After a close contest the following 
gentlemen proved the winners :—Mr. H. Jeffries, first, with 3 lo. 44 oz.; Mr. 
J. Titmus, second, with 3 1lb.; Mr. J. Ballard, third, with 2 1b. 15#0z.; Mr. 
C. Titmus, fourth, with 21b. 2 0z.; Messrs. D. Thomas, J. , Holmes, S. 
Howell, W. J. Davie s also had bream—a!l the fish running small.—Josu. J. 
HOLMES, 





GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This socie y was well attended by both London and Yarmouth anglers on 
Monday, and good catches were registered. The following being a summary ; 
Mr. D. S. Bayfield, 40 lb. of roach ; Potter Heigham, specimens shown over 
1} lb. a fish; Mr. West, 11 lb. of roach, Reedham, scaling up tor lb. 3 oz., 
and on the next day (Saturday), same kind of fish, but a little heavier. On 
Monday and Tuesday, Fritton Decoy, some good perch over 11b.50z, A. 
Mitchell, Esq., on Friday, some good trout, three fish weighing 3 lb, 6 oz. 
Taking into consideration that trout in Norfolk run very small, it really was a 
good catch. It was decided to hold the August contest on the 28th inst., and 
to be a pegged down match between Cantly and Reedham on the Yore, six 
prizes being offered, and a further prize of ros. 6a. for the largest perch on 
that day, given by Mr. Archard, jeweller, King-street.—J. Lark, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Basinghall Street; on Tuesday evening, Captain Alfred in the chair, 
Mr. Reginald T. Webster was unanimously elected a member of the Society, 
Mr. Graham Bennett weighed in to 1b. of roach from the.Colne. The chairman 
announced that Mr. Samuel Wilmot, of the Canadian Fisheries Commission 
a very able speaker and a great authority on lake fishing, had kindly promised 
to pay a visit to the society at an early date. Captain Alfred also preseuted a 
copy of the new by-laws for the protection, preservation, and regulation of the 
fisheries in the river Thames, and in doing so remarked that they would bea 
source of the utmost satisfaction to anglers, for they embraced the whole of the — 
suggestions expressed by the London Anglers’ Conference. A vote of thanks 
having been unanimously passed to the chairman, the remainder of the evening 
was passed in the usual agreeable manaer.—H. - 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 6th Mr. Geen had roach, dace and perch, from the Evenlode, and 
Mr. Goldsmith bream from the Ouse on the 8th. Mr. Burbidge weighed in 
dace on the 9th. Messrs. Lewis and Reynolds hid dace and roach from the 
Crab Tree on the 11th. Mr. Burbidge had dace, roach, and gudgeon, from 
Surbiton on the 12th. Mr. Peachey, dace, roach and gudgeor, from Henley, 
and Mr. Lewis, bleak, dace and perch from Brentford.—ARGus. 








HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

Very poor shows on August 12th at this society, princ’pal being bream from 

Dagenham. The members will fish for the last of their prizes on Auzust 
Igth, at the Rye House.—R. GHuRNEY, 
HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Members still weighing in fish, the priocipal shows on August 12th being by 

Mr. A. Fish, bream and roach; Mr. Furlong, roach and dace; Messrs. Ander-= 

son and Rider, perch.—C. J. M1Liir. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our show of fish on the 12th inst. was small, only one or two of our members 
going out.. Mr. T. Leader had some nice dace, whicn saved us from a blank. — 
A complimentary visit will take place at the Brownlow Arms, Betterton Street, _ 
Drury Lane, on Thursday, August 30th, when we shall have the pleasure of the — 
company of as many brother anglers and friends as can make it convenient to — 
attend.—H. MoorkE, sec. bas : 
———- —__—_ or 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. Re 

Mr. W. H. Mecham again had a store of bream; Mr.G. Wood had a tray 
of roach, which were in beautiful condi:ion ; Mr. H. Butthad roach; Mr. G, — 
Rolt had a tray of roach on Wednesday (the 15thinst.) Mr. G. P. Roit had — 
roach and perch on the sameday. The members are reminded that three 
special prizes will be fished for on August 26th between Carthagena Weir and — 
Patty’s Weir. The three prizes given by Messrs. A. Rogers, W. Wilt- — 
shire, and G. Edwards, will be fished for on Wednesday, Sept. 5th. Members — 
to choose their own water. All fish weigh, nothing under 8 oz. to take a prize 





be 

LARKHALL ANGLING SOCIETY. cae = 

Mr. W. Spencer visited Staineson Wednesday, and fishing with Keene, — 

managed to secure a miscellaneons bag, comprising one jack, 6 lb. 4% ozs., 

barbel, chub, roach, dace, and perch, the gross weight being 17 lb. 10 oz. One | 

roach, I lb, } oz., being in splendid condition. As several members wha have bs 
been resting on their laurels, have expressed their intention of dizging up the 
hatchet next week. I hope to be sble to forward reports of some good takes.— 
E. M. Matzett, sec. — : J: ae 

LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. ~ 

Our takes of fish on the 12th inst. were small, although a number of members 
tried their luck. The following members weighed in: Messrs. B. Graham, 

jack, dace, and roach; Petrie, roach; F. Moore, dace and perch; Raine, 
perch ; E. Barr, bream, perch, and roach. Our Saturday evening harmonic 
meeting is progressing very fayourably. Last Saturday evening our room was 
crowded with both sexes. Good singingand music. Chairman, Mr. J. Pipe; 
Vice, Mr, J. Moore. We shall be glad to welcome visitors any Saturday 

evening.—W. Brown, sec, . 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. pled 
On the 11th inst., M. Lemon weighed in a lot of roach, from out Watford 
way 5 L. Bonvoisin, roach and dace, from the Thames; F. Grindley, bream ; 
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W. Plumpton, jun., a brace of jack. On the 16th inst , Mr. Stead had some 


_ nice bream, from the Ouse. Members ere reminded that the Rye House excur- 


_ lesson, A goodly number of spectators witnessed the match; the only fault to 
' prize, £2 10s., W. Makin, Wigan; 2nd, £2, John Dickinson, Wigan; 3rd, 
) i 


| Builer, sen., dace, Mr. Burler, jun,,, dace, and Mr. Monk gudgeon. 


. and thanked them, promising more in future for the welfare of the Portsmouth 
_ Waltonian Angling Society. 


: 


/ 


_ J. Munro, E. H. Smith, G. W. Heasler, J. Neville, &c. 


active part. With one exception, all that had been asked for was granted, and 


_ the new regulations referring to sizes of fish, &c. The statement as to prize 


] 


4 





' winner of second prize was erroneously given; they should, therefore, read 


' was offered. Mr. Edward King, proprietor of the Richmond and Twickenham 


| Ashford, for which a vote of thanks was accorded Mr. Matthew. 
| thanks to the chairman closed the business 


sion takes place on the 2nd September.—W. HILLIER, sec. 


PATRICROFT SOCIAL ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. : 

The third angling contest of this society took place on Saturday last, 11th 
inst., in the Bridgewater Canal at Patricro{t, when upwards of 230 anglers 
competed for the £ro offered by the society and treasurer, Mr. Adam Olcfield. 
The day was showery, otherwise there would no doubt haye been a larger entry. 
The time for drewing fur places was fixed for 4 o’clock, and with commendable 
punctuality commenced at 4.20, and at 5.15 the match began, A fair number 
of fish were taken—roach and gudgeon. Time was called at 7.15, two hours 
being the duration of the match. The winner turned up in W. Makin, of 
Wigan, quite a youth, but a thorough angler, his style being very much admired 
by competent judges. Out of twelve prizes, no less than eight were taken by 
Wigan anglers, from whose style the local anglers might have learned a useful 


be found with them was when one of the competitors took a fair roach they ran 
to him and completely surrounded him. This and the constant moving back- 
wards and forwards was against heavy takes. However, everything went off 
well; the only drawback being the late hour when the prizes were delivered, 
which caused many to miss their early trains. This could not be avoided, as 
no less than seventy weighed in, and it was not-till close on 9 o’clock that the 
winner was announced. The following are the names of the winners ;—rst 


4&1 tos., Joseph Bradshaw, Wigan; 4th, 41, Sth, 15s.. T. Parr, Wigan, and 
Jolin Berry, Bolton,being equal, divided; 6th, rzs. 6d., Roby Dennett, Wigan; 
7th, Ios., Thomas Hankin, Wigan; 8th, 7s. 6d., W. Platt, Bolton; gth, 5s, 
J. Heaton, Manchester; roth, 5s., Edw. Mason, Wigan; 11th, 2s 6d, Wm. 
Knowles, Bolton ; 12th, 2s. 6d., Squire Wolstenholme, Bolton, and W. Wilson, 
Wigan, being equal, divided.—W. R..R., hon. sec. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual outing for the Bank holiday competition took place as usual at 
Midhurst and Selham, on the river Rother, one of the most beautiful spots in 
Sussex, The morning was not very inviting, but the remainder of the day was 
everything that could be de-ired for an angler. The catches were not very 
large but varied. Mr. Bracey pike, Mr. Buck perch, Mr. Vaughan dace, Mr. 
The 
weigh in took place at the Three Moles, the trys ing place for anglers in thit 
district, where the host is always prepared. with a good larder of substantial 
eatables, &c., for the weary and hungry fisherman. ‘The prize winners were as 
above. A very pleasing little episode took place iast week in a deputation of 
the officers and the president (Mr. J. E. Buck) going to Leigh Park, Havant, 
the seat of General Sir Frederick Fitzwygram, K.C.B., and presenting that 
gentleman with an illuminated testimonial for.the past kindness he had shown 
the club, in giving them every facility and permission to angle jin. the. waters 
belonging to his estate. Sir Frederick very cordially received the deputation, 
Mr. W. Tranter, the worthy secretary of the 
above club, who has been on the sick list for some time, is very much better, and 
will soon be able to résumé his duties.—DAGGERWOOD. 


QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out in strong force on the,t2th, most of them having a 
fair show of fish. Mr. Pearce, two days, 37 1b. of bream; Mr. Walford, two 
days, 17 lb. of bream; Mr. A. Chick, two days, 17 lb. of bream; Mr. Koop- 
nan, 51b. 3 oz. of roach and dace; Mr. Hart, 4 lb. roach.and dace; Mr. Fayes, 
5 lb. 83 oz. roach and dace; Mr. Hutchison, 3 lb. 440. roach and dace ; Mr. 
Morgan, 2!b. 104 oz. of bream; Mr. Corney also had some goud roach.—L. 
WALFoRD. ; 








REDDITCH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Several members of this society have taken some good trays during the 
past week. Messrs: J. Field, A. Willis, H. Willis, and F. Blick showed up 
on Saturday, 1rth, 37 Ib. roach’caught in the Avon, at Bidford, taken’ with 
Court's fine wire roach hooks tied to hair; the principal takes have been 
eaught at Bidford this season; baits, malt and wheat.—J. E, W., sec. 





REDDITCH ANGLING CLUB. 
Through inadvertence my notice of the 28th ult. of the take of fish by 
Messrs. Field and Laugher, the tackle used was made to appear to both—it 
should have been to the latter only. Mr. Field has been a member of the club 
and on the managing committee from its formation, several years ago. On 
Saturday last Mr. Paddock, among his take of fish, had a fine reach weighing 
z2 oz. Mr. Laugher also had good sport, taking a number of fish, both using 
fine gut with the new standard roach hook.—W. H. 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
At the meeting held on Wednesday there were present :—Messrs. F. C. 
Clench (chairman), H. Dickinson (vice-chair), H. Davis (librarian), H. E. 
Gaynor (curator), H. Taman, W. H. Marjason, E. V. Powell, T. E. Dwelly, 
C.J. Arthur, Joseph T, Matthews, G. C. Rowland, J. Plant, G. Eydmann, 
The chairman stated 
the Thames Conservators had acknowledged the Richmond Piscatorial Society 
as an official body at Richmond, and he had received copies of the new by-laws 
from Captain Burstal for use of the members, passed according to conference 
held this time last year, and in which the members of this society took such an 
that was they had been unable to obtain the abolition of netting below Rich- 
mond Bridge. It was the original intention to issue these new by-laws at a 
later date, but as it was they were passed in Council on July 19, 1883, and he 
trusted every member would make himself acquainted as far as possible with 


winners in the competition on the 8th inst. was incorrect, the secretary not 
being eligible to take any prizes in the society, and by misconception the 


thus: Mr. E. H. Smith first prize, Mr. J. P, Houghton second prize ; no third 


Times, was duly elected a member of the society. Mr. E. H. Smith showed 
a handsome tray of barbel, roach, and dace from the Thames. Mr. Joseph T. 
Matthews presented a silver cup for competition during the season, to be taken 
by the member weighing in the heaviest tench caught in the society’s water at 
A vote of 


proceedings of the evening.—J. H. 
Gaunt, sec. : 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 
Several of the members visited the Thames and Wimbledon on the 12th, and 
the result was a show of roach, dace, and bream by Messrs. Marsh, Grant and 
“Co. The following gentlemen have beea proposed as members of this society : 
Mr. Phillips, of Oxford Street, and Mr. Leverside, of Bloomsbury.—Pixiz. 


SOUTH LONDON. 

The South London United paid a visit to this society on the 13th; Mr. 
Gafney presided, assisted by Mr. Field. In consequence of the heat that pre- 
vailed, the first part of the meeting was passed in the open air. About Io 
o'clock harmony was commenced by Mr. Wright, S.S., with ‘Old Friends,”’ 
, followed by Mr. Olborn, S.E., ‘* Three Jolly Smiths.’? Time passed merrily 
along with the assistance of Messrs. Richardson, Bignell, P.B, Buckham, 
S.L., Wakling, A.P.; and Mr. Fudge caused the glasses to rattle again when 
ke gave his version of ‘* A Virgin only 19 Yeats Old.’? The roll was called by 
Mr, Allen, and was responded to by the following societies: The Anglers’ 
Pride, Bermondsey Brothers, Wellington, Rodney, United Brothers, Anchor 
and Hope, Sec.nd Surrey, South London, South ‘Eastern, and Peckham 
Brothers — ten societies out of thirteen enrolled on the Unity. The next visit 
will be to the Anchorand Hope, on the Canal Bridge in the Old Kent Road, 
S.E., the date of which will be announced shortly. The harmony was now 
renewed with the aid of Messrs. Smith, Buckham, Fudge, Wright, and 
Richardson, &c., until nearly the time for closing arrived, when it was wound 
up with the glee ‘‘Good Night,’’ by several of the members of the Second 
Surrey, and it gave great satisfactioa. Mr. Field returned thanks on behalf 
of the members of the South London to those gentlemen who had kindly 
attended there that evening. ‘This brought the visit to a close.—Prx1e. 

P.S.—Members of the executive committee to the South London United 
are requested to attend at The Alscott Arms on Tuesday, the 2Ist., at 9 sharp, 
for important business in reference to the next outing. 





STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Ono the 12th inst. our third annual dinner took place at-that well-knowa 
angling-resort, the Pied Bull, St. Margaret’s, Herts, and proved a great suc- 
cess. Thirty-three members and friends responded to the invitation and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves, everything pr »vided being of the best—well- 
cooked and well served —Mr. Lyndsell fully sustaining his reputation for cater- 
ing on this occasion. Mr. Tom Swan,,.of the Middleton Arms, Mansfield 
Sirect, Kingsland Road, presided and Mr. J. M Brookman occupied the vice- 
chair, both gentlemen attending to the wants of those around them with their 
usual geniality. After enjoying themselves in various ways the party re‘urned 
to town highly gratified with their day’s outing —T. GReTron. 


UNITED BROTHERS’, DEPTFORD. 
On Monday August 6th, the members of the above society turned out in full 
force and payed the Medway a visit, and were well rewarded for their trouble. 
Several members returned with some capital shows of roach, bream, and 
perch, which well filled our trays. Iam sorry to say the trains being so late 
some of the members were notin time to weigh. Mr. F. Belton, handsome 
show of roach; J. Currans, roach; H, Muggeridge, roach; J. W.Freeman, 
roach; H, Tyler, roach; F. G. Watts, perch and bream; J. Payne, roach; 
Mr Divers, a nice show of bream, about 11 1b, and on Tuesday Mr. W. Tyler, 


returned with a nice show ofroach and bream weight Io lb. 5 oz. On the 
12th Mr, J. Currans had a nice show of roach.—ROACHER. 
UNITED LONDON. ANGLERS. 
Further concessions by the London and North Western Railway. I have 


great pleasure in informing anglers that I have received instructions to adi to 
the list of stations—already published—Cheddington. Fare for the return 
journey from Euston Sration 3s. gd., 3rd class. This is a great acquisition, as 
the United London Fisheries Society are about renting 7} miles of the Grand 
Junction Canal adjacent to Cheddington and ‘Tring. —R, GHURNEY. 





“WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting of this club, the report of last quartér, showing 
the society to be in a good financial condition, was passed. Two new members 
were ballotted for and elected. Mr. James Corrie holds the secretary’s office 
(pro tem.), through the unavoidable absence of Mr. Palmer. Mr. Large was 
appointed delegate to represent the society at the West Central Association. 
It was also resolved to hold an entertainment at the club house on the 27th 
inst. for the benefit of Mr. W. Bolton (naturalist), a member, who has been in 
very low circumstances for a considerable time owing to a poisoned hand. 
Brother anglers are earnestly requested to assist in this very deserving case. 
Mr. Hills, of the Prince George, will gladly receive any contribution on his 
behalf. Members of the club fished on the 12th inst. for the secretary's prize, 
(viz., a guinea rod), rcving match, which was won by Mr. H Lockett, who 
captured a roach weighing 34 oz.; no other member succeeded in landing a fish, 
—W. PALMER, Sec. 





/ WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The ususl weekly meeting of the above society was bed on Wednesday, 
For the competition on the Igth inst., it-has been decided to hold the same at 
Godreys Water, and that any further entries may be made by to a.m. on the 
day.- On the 12th inst. a good show of fish was produced, piincipally bream 
from the Thames, the largest being taken by Mr. G. Hulbert, 4? 1b. The 
holiday. week:also brought in several good fish, Mr. Buttery having a bream 


from the Ouse weighing nearly 51 1b,, besides several others ofless weight. On 


| Wednesday, while Mr. W: Hawkins was fly-fishing for dace at West Drayton, 


he succeeded in capturing a very fine trout which weighed, on reaching here, 
5 lb. 6 oz., and has duly sent this specimen for preservation. —H. T., sec. 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Guyver had seven nice jack on Monday, August 6, the largest about 
9 lb., and the smallest 2} lb. ; Mr. Mansfield hada nice take of bream; Mr. 
Hay had four nice jack.—J. MAXWELL, sec, 








Groner James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices 
Point Flies, 2s, 6d. per Dozen; Dropper. Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctuaily 
attended to.—[Abvr,] 
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SALMON & TROUT FISHING. 
Chas. Farlow & Co., 
191, ‘STRAND, LON DOSE 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
IMPORTERS OF SILK-WORM-~ GUT, 
Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. 


FOR DISPOSAL.—A Bargain. 


Pair of Wading Trowsers in good condition, suitable for small man or a youth. 
—For particulars of size, &c., apply to H. W. Coopzr, Clifton Villas, Otley, 
Yorks. 
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LOWER THAMES. 


Richmond. 


The report is {hat fishing is very good indeed at present, and the fish taken 
are ofagoodsize. Particular attention should be directed to the new standard 
and the new mode of measurement, as well as to the new bye-laws against night 
fishing in boats. Kit Brown, in seven days, 70 lb. weight of roachanddae; E. 
Brown, in the same time, 56 dozen of dace,a few roach, and eight barbel; 
Henry Wheeler during the week has been well in amongst the roach and 
dace ; Henry Mansell has been averaging eight dozen of roach in the day, in 
one instance several of the roach turned the scale at 7 lb. He has also taken a 
jack of 25 1b. and five perch; Henry Howard, inone day, with Mr. Kimbrel, 
16 1b. of weight of roach and three barbel; another day with Dr. Sellé, 2olbs. 
of roach and dace, and another day, seven dozen of dace; John Bushnell, with 
two gentlemen in one day, 15 lb. of dace, anda few roach Job Brain, one day, 
7lb. of roach and dace; another day, 17 lb., one of the roach weighing 1} lb. ; 
and another day, fifteen brace of perch, and a jack of 2 lbs. At the Jolly 
Anglers the following weights have been registered from bank anglers : one 
man 7 lb. of fish, including a perch of 11b.; Mr. Blake, glb.; Mr. Walkdon 
and Mr. Davis, 5!bs. each ; and Mr. Webber, 6 lb., all good fish. 


Twickenham. 

Edward Finch, in three days, twenty-six dozen of roach and dace, and a 
bream of 14 1b.; Samuel Cole, in seven days, forty-two dozen of roach and 
dace; J. Spong, in four days, twenty-three dozen; Richard Moffatt in the 
week, forty-two dozen, and a barbel of 23 lbs ; Samuel Wesley, in one day, 
about four dozen of dace; J. Dibbin in one day, about four dozen of roach and 
dace, one of the roach scaling 13 lb; another day, with Dr. White, fourteen 
dozen, and in two other days nearly ten dozen; James Cox, in three days, 
sixteen dozen, anda barbel of 4lbs.; George Coxen during the week, has been 





making some good takes of roach and dace, and a barbel of 8lbs.; Mr. ©. 


Harper, in one day, two jack of 2 1b. each, one perch of 1lb., and achub. The 
same angler caught a trout of 6lbs. at Hampton Court on the Bank Holiday, 
and a jack of 5 lb. He brought the trout to Teddington, and sold it for half- 


a-crown. ‘This is the fish reported in acontemporary as having been caught at 
Teddington. 


Kingston. 

One of the anglers fishing with John Johnson, sen., hooked one of the large 
trout at the Town’s End hole, but the fish indignantly rejected his removal 
from the river, to the evident annoyance of the angler. John Johnson, sen., 
has been getting about six dozen fish in the day in roach and dace fishing ; 
John Johnson, Jun., inseven days, one trout of 34 lbs., five chub, one perch, 
a jack of 93 Ibs., a good quantity of barbel, and twenty-three dozen of roach 
and dace, J. Wilks, in two days, twenty dozen of roach and dace, a bream of 
4 lb., and two barbel weighing 4 Jb. “The bank anglers at Kingston have 
been getting four dozen of roach and dace, with some good bream and barbel 
in the day, and those at Surbiton six dozen. 


Thames Ditton. 
E. A. Tagg, ina couple of days, 24 lb. of roach and dace, and Mr. Bedford 
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in one day, seven dozen of gudgeon, two dozen of roach and dace, and five 
barbel. 
East Moulsey- 

Thomas Wheeler has been getting six dozen of roach and dace per day, and 
during the week seven barbel. Thomas Davis, in three days, twenty dozen of © 
roach, dace and gudgeon. C. Davis, in six days, twenty dozen of roach and 
dace, a bream of 2lb., and a couple of barbel. William Milbourne in one day, 
four dozen of roach and dace, one barbel, and one bream ; and another day, 
five dozenof roach. Thelatter were taken out of Hampton Deep, where the 
roach are reported to be very fine. William Milbourne says he has not seen 


such fine roach for years. 6 
Hampton. 
A nice-conditioned jack of 6 lb. has been taken by one of the anglers. 
Sunbury. 


The Stronds have been doing their usual good business amongst the roach 
and dace, with the supplement in the week of a trout of 4 lb., two barbel, and 
fifteen bream. Messrs. Clarke and Sons in five days, have made a total of thirty 
dozen of roach and dace, half-a-dozen barbel, three brace of jack, and a perch 
of 131b. This 1each having been so largely benefited by the netting of the 
Chelsea Water (WVoiks’ reservoirs should give good sport to the anglers. 


Shepperton- 


David Hackett, one day, four dozen of roach and dace, and a*bream of 3} lbs.; 
another day, eight dozen; another day, six dozen, and another day, four dozen. 
E. Purdue one day, four dozen of gudgeon, and another day, twelve dozea. 


Chertsey. 


J. Poulter, in four days, twenty-four dozen of gudgeon, six brace of perch, 
and 7 lb. of roach. 


UPPER-THAMES. 


The river is somewhat too alive withthe ‘‘madding crowd’? to be capable 
of yielding sport of a remunerative nature to fishermen, however enthusiastic 
they may be. From Windsor, Bray, Maidenhead, and Cookham, the reports 
are all agreed, with regard to fair sport, every available punt being daily en- 
gaged, and returning with decent wells full of roach, perch, and chub, Barbe! 
are not as yet particularly well on, my correspondent between Windsor and 
Oxford only telling me of two takes of 14 lb. and 11 1b. respectively by Mr. 
Rivers and Mr. R, A. Johnson. At Hurley, in the back quiet waters away 
from the steaming coffee-pot launches, Mr. MacGeorge has taken some 
decent perch, roach, chub and a nice trout. 
month of it, and really establishing swims for himself, instead of sticking to the 
old roads. His success will be well deserved as, a departure in the right direction 


4 


This gentleman means having a 


and shall be duly chronicled in the GazzTTE. , Thursday evening.—I have just _ 
been down to have alast fond look at ‘‘Father ,\Thames,’’ before closing my — 


note, and have to report that all round he looks 
Buzz. 


‘“ fishy.’’—MARLOW 


Goring. ‘ 
Water in good order for all-round fishing. "We have been taking some good 
perch and jack, one jack 121b. My best day three jack, largest jack 5 lb.; 


two dozen of perch, largest perch 1lb. Prospects at present look good for — 


the next few days.—JoHuN RusH. 


Datchet- 


ED mms 


I am sorry to say that not much sport has been had lately: On the 12th, a_ 


match was fished at Windsor with very poor results, only one barbel falling — 
victim to six punts. Mr. Lock, of High Street, Eton, has taken two trout 
since I wrote last, one scaling 7 lb. and the other 2 1b. Myself one day, seven 
dozen dace, a trout 3 lb., and a jack 21lb. On the 12th, I caught about four 
dozen dace, and a barbel 4 lb., with greaves. The barbel, from all I hear, wiil 
not bite till it is time to leave off: it was just dark when I caught mine. By 
the way, a local of Eton was hauled up before the magistrates on the charge of - 
fishing a bit late, and fined £1. The water is very clear and low. I know such 
poor accounts are enough to make people think there are no fish, but I can see 
barbel by the dozen and roach by the score. Standing on Old Windsor weir 
the other day, I saw ten or a dozen barbel swimming just off the Apron, every 
one of which would go g lb. or 10 lb., and one among them I should be sorry 
to say how much it weighed. I should just like to give them a baiting, and — 
then I should know more about them. In my opinion the weir is the place to” 
fish for barbel this month. Above the weir the shallows were alive with fish 
from 2 lb. to 3 lb,—G. L. ey 
us 
Ancholme District. 


We have had a pleasant week, and the fishing improves with the | 
clearness of the water. Some’very good baskets of roach have been taken, 
and among them have been several specimens of 21b. orso. Mr. J. Atkinson, 
of Brigg, caught one such. Visitors have in a few cases gone higher up the 
river, and have been fairly rewarded for the extra journey. I have done nothing 
amongst the trout during the past weel, but should say that the secon! 
hatchings of some of the spring varieties are now making an appearance. 
Tuomas Forp, ; 






Bure (Norwich). a 
Reports from the various stations vary considerably. It appears to me that 
those who understand the waters and the mode of angling best suited are 
successful, while those who come from a distance and have no one to guide 
them as to spot, or how to fish, fail. Sport at both Wroxham, Horning a 
and Ranworth can almost be said to be sure, if certain conditions be observed. 
The river is teeming with fish, pike, roach, bream, rudd, and perch—only wait 
the angling of the knowing one to be drawn from their native element. I think 
next week to have the pleasure of fishing all along these waters, and will not 
fail to let you know the success which attends the efforts of my friend and myself 
Prospects cannot be better.—ROBERT MOLL. 


Chichester. 

Sport has fluctuated the past week, good takes and blank days alternately. 
Mr. Young has been among the bream, on one occasion securing over 20 1b. © 
good fish. Yet nothing large has been recorded, two fish from the basin, 
weighing a trifle over 4 1b, taking the palm. From that anglers’ paradise, 
Selham, I hear a good account: some good roach and dace, Mr. Budd taking 
thirteen on Tuesday, and also a fine pike of 11} 1b. was taken by Mr. Woods 
on Monday. To lovers of fly-fishing a day at Selham among the dace will 


‘ 
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well repay a visit. Mr. Willison, the obliging host of the Three Moles, will 
give strangers every information.—GroRGE F. SALTER. ad 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 
On the 11th, Mr. W. Finlay killed a salmon. On the 15th, Mr. R. Thomp- 
son creeled two dozen and three trout; Mr. W. H, Maling, two dozen and 
nine trout. Ail with fly.—A. GLASs. * 


Dove. 

Angling prospects are just now very rosy. The river in good order, and 
both trout and grayling are rising well. The water was rather low and fine on 
Monday, and the fish came up shyly ; but an imorover.ent has now taken place, 
and I hear some good accounts from various parts, of both the public and private 
lengths of the river. The most destructive fly has been the August brown or 
dun, and the red bumble or brown earwig. The dishes during the last few days 
have averaged about six brace per rod. Coarse fish are taking the worm and 
maggot freely. —THE SPLODLER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

Whiting fishing is now on in earnest. They are more plentiful in the rivers 
than for six years past. Fair sport was obtained in the evenings at the end of 
last week, after the river was low, but Sunday night’s rain brought the anglers’ 
harvest. The Eden and its tributaries were in high flood, and too thick for any 
bait. On Tuesday the Eden was in grand order for the worm, and every one 
who could by hook or by crook steal away from office or shop was off by day- 
light, and in many cases before that, and capital baskets were made. Several 
had from 20 to 30 lb., and I know one young fellow who killed 20 1b. of whit- 
ing and sea trout before 7.30am, The fish shops got as many as they wanted 
at 6d. per Ib., and refused to buy many stones of fish. I don’t remember such 
a glut for many years. Last week salmon and grilse were selling at 8d. per lb. 
To-day they are tod. Some of my London friends tell me that they still have 
to pay 2s. per lb. in the West-end shops. It is to be hoped the new fish 
market will bring down these absurd prices. Your correspondent, ‘‘ Aqua 
Avis,’’ asks for information as to the Esk and Eden fishing. For the Esk, 
below Longtown, a half-season ticket, from August 1st to November Ist, costs 
30s. ; one week, 15s. ; one day, 5s. Thesecan be obtained from Richard Rout- 
ledge, Ferguson’s Lane, Carlisle. No license is required. For the Eden the 
license for one week is’ 5s., for the season 2Is., to be obtained from T. H. 
Hodgson, Esq., Clerk to the Board of Conservators, Courts, Carlisle. The 
Angling Association tickets are 10s. 6d. per week, or for trout only 5s. per 
week, to be obtained from Mr. J. B. Slater, 13, Charlesworth Square, Carlisle. 
—Stiver GREY, 

Exe (Tiverton). 

The river is a very good size for fishing, but of a tan colour owing to the 
heavy rains on the Moor, consequently very few fish are being taken—On 
dit,that a fair number of salmon have come up but do not seem to take 
the fly very readily —W™M, Muprorp. 


Ilfracombe- 

Sea>Fishing.—Weather very squally until Monday, when many fishing parties 
availed themselves of the fineness of the weather, and started on their fishing 
excursion, some to the eastward, others to the westward; and after fishing 
their tide, returned with good strings of whiting, bream, pollack, and tamlin. 
A large shoal of shad has been seen in the offing, but none has been caught. I 
saw C. A. Teape pass with nine crabs, one lobster, and some small whiting. 
Tuesday morning’s early tide—A few boats were out, and returned about half- 
past eight with some large bream. Since that there has been too much wind 
and sea for any boat fishing. The sport from the jetty has been good for small 
pout. Thursday's boats getting ready for the tide, as the wind has gone d:wa 


considerably. —E. CoMER. 
Lark and Cam. 


Roach and dace well on the feed now in these streams. The only drawbaak 
is the wind, which at all times is a great fce to anglers. Boiled wheat is now 
the favourite-bait for roach; gentles, of course, for dace. Mr. Alfred Pace 
took, on the roth inst., three very fine dace from the river Lark, at Mildenhall ; 
the three weighed on Saturday morning 2 lb. 2}0z. They are being preserved 
by Mr. William Howlett, of Newmarket. Some good roach were taken on 
Saturday last by Messrs. Henry Randall, Robert Owers, and Howlett, some 
of them turning the scale at 13 lb. each. The best tray, however, was taken 
on the 3rd inst., by Messrs. William Owers, Robert Owers, and Richard 
Compton ; the lot weighed 43 Ib.; average weight per fish, 1b. We hear very 
good accounts of the new water at Blunham. Ouse getting now in good 
condition —W. MERLIN. 

Lea (Broxbourne). 

The fish have not been feeding so well this week as the preceding ones, in 
consequence of the exceeding brightness of the water ; but still a few roach and 
perch have been taken, and unless we have some rain soon, there will not 
be much sport.—E. F, BENINGFIELD. 


Lea (Ferry Boat.) 

The water is in very fair condition, but rather bright. The sport this week 
has not been so good as last, referring to which, the weight of carp taken by 
Mr. Herbert was misunderstood. It was 71». each, not the brace. That same 
gentlemen has tried very hard this week for the bottle, and I have an idea that 
he will be the successful angler. Mr. Thomas has had some good baskets of 
roach ; also Messrs. Dodd, Hughes, Williams, Rolt, Bennett, and many others. 
Mr. Bell has had some very nice jack this week—he has just now weighed in 
one of 41b.; and Mr. Goddard, one of the old hands at this water, has cap- 
tured a brace of 3}1b. fish. The dace are well worth trying, also the chub ; 
mg ee is acapital water for learners, as so many good anglers fish here.— 

Lea (Sewardstone). 

Water bright. Want rain. Roach are feeding well. Some good takes 
last week. A gentleman took some good chub. Some good barbel have been 
taken lately. Fishing good generally. The Fox and Hounds water shou'd 
be tried.—CHARLEs COVENTRY. 


Lea (White House). 


Owing to what the Meteorological Office persists in foretelling as Westerly 
breezes, but which turn out to be westerly gales, there has been but little 
inducement to anglers to test their skill ; the bottom fishers’ floats and the top 
fishers’ flies proving alike useless in finding the whereabouts of the fish, but in 
the lulls that take place and last only a moment or so, the revelation is made 
that the water is literally well stocked with the finny tribes, and that the fisher- 
men are being laughed at. Calmer weather must ensue before any thing can 
be recorded as a good take.—GzO. BERESFORD. 
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Lechlade. 


For the past week a violent N.W. wind has been blowing, and although 
this is some of the best fishing on the Thames, we have had anything but 
good sport. On Saturday and Sunday Mr. H. Kelsoe caught thirteen pounds 
of roach, On Tuesday Mr. George Simms had a brace and a half of trout from 
the Colne. On Wednesday Mr. Thornton, of the Surrey Piscatorials, who has 
been staying with us since Monday, proved his right to the title of Senior 
Angler, by taking home sixteen pounds of roach, perch, chub, and jack, 
besides being smashed up several times during the day by some big fish. To- 
day I am going to pay the Colne a visit.—MupLeEy TRo UT. 


Leicester- 

The extremely changeable weather we have had during the past week seems 
to have had a depressing effect upon angling. A fair sprinkling of the devotces 
have been out, but the takings have been only moderate. In the home waters 
Measrs Gladstone, Hubbard, and Budd had fair baskets each containing roach, 
weighing over 1b. Mr. Hubbard hada nice fish weighing 1lb, 240z ‘he 
cold winds and rain had been without doubt the sole course of the small takes. 
Only in very quiet places have any quantity of roach been had; pike fishing 
has been resorted to during the week, and several fair fish have been taken 
trolling, but no large sized ones were reported, those caught averaging from 
4 lb. to 5lb. per fish. At Aglestone a good many have been fishing the Brook, 
and when the float cou'd be kept in the water some capital roach were had 
with the wheat. The chub have been biting, but shyly, and some small jack 
have been landed from these waters. A number of anglers went to the out of 
the town resorts, but for what sport they had it would have been better ifthey 
stopped at home and tried their luck in the Leicester waters. The annual 
fishing contest of the Leicester Angling Society takes place this day week, and 
as the prizes are well worth fishing for, I shall expect to see the entries fully as 
large as on past occasions. The weather to-night (Thursday), is fine with the 
wind S.W., and much better prospect for angling —ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


There are few rivers so well stocked with fish as the Arrow and the Lugg in 
the Leominster district. Grayling and trout are to be found in great quantities, 
and good fishing is to be got in the Pinsly (a smaller stream than either of the 
above). All these streams are now in capital condition for either fly or bottom 
fishing. Some three gentlemen staying at Kingland here, secured daily 
excellent baskets of trout and grayling. There have been a number of pike 
taken in this quarter within the last twelve months. A gentleman named 
James caught four nice trout on Tuesday, in the Lugg, with the wasp grub. 
Up the Aymstry and Shobden waters, there has not been much doing this 
week, We saw some fine trout caught below the new Bromyard line, on 
Tuesday night ; there were six fine trout that weighed } lb. each. Visitors to 
the above rivers may in general calculate on good sport, HEREFORD, 


Moy (Ballina) and Lakes. 

Since my last letter the angling on river and lakes is not much to speak of— 
anglers cannot get one fish per day. ‘Trout are not rising freely to the fly on 
the lakes. A few good trout are got by trolling, with an occasional salmon. 
Only a favoured few are allowed to kill salmon on Messrs. Little and Co.’s 
water since the 12th inst., and those who are allowed will only get the privilege 
to the 2oth inst. In other waters on the river salmon can be killed up to 
the 15th September. White and brown trout fishing can be had on river and 
lake up to the 31st.—F RANK H#ARNS. 


Ness (Inverress:) 

Iam glad to report this week that anglers have been having excellent sport 
since L wrote last. The heavy rains of the past week have raised the water into 
splendid order. The following is a record of the catch during the past forinight. 
The 16th being our free fishing day, we expect good sport will be got, the 
water being swarming with fish. On the Dunain Water Mr. H. Milbank 
landed. on Juuly 30th, one grilse, 63 1b.; August g'h, two grise, 9Ib. 


each; roth, one grilse, Io lb.; 1 Ith, twelve grilse, five, Io_ lb. 
each, four, 7} |b. each, ani three, I1 Ib. each; 13th, thirteen grilse, 
four, 10 lb., four, g lb., two, 8 Ib. and three, 12 lb. each; 15th, 


five grilse. Killed on the Holm water, by Mr. Alfred Denison, 
July 30th, three grilse, 9 Ib. each, 31st, three grilse, 10 1b., 16 lb., and g lb. ; 
August Ist, two grilse, 10 1b. and 12 Ib. ; 6th, five grilse, 9 1b. each, and one 
11 Ib.; 7th, three grilse, 8 Ibs. each; 8th, two grilse, 8lb, each, ard one, 
t1lb.; gth, six grilse, four, 8 lb. each, one, 9 lb., and one, Io Ib. ; Ioth, seven 
grilse, 12 lb., 93 lb., 8} 1b., 8 lb., 8 1b., wi \b., and 7 1b.; 11th, two grilse, 
10 lb. and 9} Ib.; 13th, seven grilse, average 9) lb. each; Mr, R. T. Pattison 
killed on 7th one grilse, 9 lb.; 11th, three grilse, 7 Ib., 9lb., and 111b.; 13th, 
one grilse, glb.; 14th, five grilse, 81b., 81b., 7]b., 7 1b., and glb. each; Mr. 
Robinson, on the rith, Janded four grilse, 8 Ib., 9 lb., 9 lb., and irlb.; 
Colonel Boulderson, on the 11th, two grilse, 63 1b. and gtlb.; 13th, two 
grilse, to} 1b. and 9 lb., and one salmon 18} lo.; Mr. A. Coxson, on the 
13th, three grilse, 71b., 8 lb., and 6} lb. ; Captain Roberts on the 13th, three 
grilse, 7!b. each; 14th, one grilse, 81b.; Mr. J. A. Chisholm, on the 13th, 
three grilse, 6} 1b., 8lb., and 1b. ; 14th, two grilse, 81b, and glb; Mr apc 
Hollins, on the 11th, four grilse, 81b. each; 13th, tive prilse, 9 Ib. each; Me. 
J. A. Chisholm, on the 15th, one salmon, 16 lb.; Mr. Robertson, on the 15th, 
one grilse, rolb. ; 15th, Mr. Atwel Coxson, one grilse, 7 lb.; on the Ness 
Castle water on Friday, the roth, Mr. Fountain Walker, seven grilse, 9 Ib. 
each ; 11th, five grilse, 8} 1b; «3th, eleven grilse, averaging between 10 lb. and 
Irlb., and nine were lost. The Friar Shot nets got over 1,000 salmon and 
grilse during the past fortnight, Dochfour nets i50 salmon and grilse. The 
killing flies were jock scot, silver doctor, silver grey, brown dog, and batchel.— 


DonALD WATSON. 
Ouse (Littleport). 


I am sorry, but I quite forgot to make out my report last ‘week till too 
late, for I had several good items booked for the fore part of the week. Tour 
London anglers, Messrs. Ratcliffe, Faulkner, Philps, and Friend, had a taste 
of the old-fashioned sport among the roach; Mr, S. Shallow, also, besides, 
two nice pike. Since last Monday week, however, with but an occasional break, 
bottom fishing has been very bad, owing, I expect, to the blustering wind, and 
very bright water ; but the pike fishing has been the best all through, since 2nd 
August, I have ever known ir. The Ely anglers have been simply slaughtering 
them, as many as from 6 to 8 good fish falling to a single rod in a few hours. 
The river is all alive with fish, and I hope soon to be among them. Mr. A. H. 
Lea, to-day, has taken 24 dozen roach, the best catch this week,—CHARLIE 
SouTH. ; ‘ 

Taw and Tributaries. 


Sal-peal are well up the rivers, which are in gooicondition. More than 
fifty peal, besides sal, have been got with the rod. The net fishermen are 
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complaining whilst the rod are rejoicing for the rain. Two gentlemen took 
eight peal each this week, and others two and four. | Most of the rod fishermen 
have got some sport this week, the wind and water being everything desirable, 
and looks in every way to be the-best season for many years. Trout are nearly 
done, but many dishes of small 2 oz, fish are taken, which are disgraceful to 
a sportsman.—RustTy GAmz. 

Teme (Ludlow). 

The water of the Teme continues very low for this season of the year, and 
above a foot lower than the usual water-line. The tributaries are all fine and 
clear ; with these drawbacks some good fish have been, neverthless, landed in 
this district. Five grayling and two trout were caught inthe Steventonportion 
ofthe Teme on Saturday, with the silver-tailed blue fly, by T. Baker, the fish 
averaged from 2 to 1 lb. each, and were considered very fine fish. Fourteen 
trout and grayling, were caught between Ludford-bridge and New-bridge on 
Saturday by R. Smith with the fly. Some splendid trout and other fish were 
landed at Ashford on Monday, by a gentleman residing on the Bull Ring. 
The iron blue and coachman were the flies used. The wasp grub has been 
more frequently used in the Corve, which is in good order, in fact bottom fish- 
ing is practised more in that stream than any water round Ludlow. The 
weather on Wednesday was anything but congenial for those frequenting the 
river’s banks,and few fishermen out. Many sportsmen are now paying attention 
to the grouse. The wind to-day, Thursday, keeps ina north-west quarter, 


and cold,—S. 
The Rother. 
Some good roach have been taken in the Rother here this week. Mr. J. 
Budd took 32 nice dace on Tuesday, near the Bridge and a pike in fine condi- 
tion, weighing 114 lb. was taken on Monday by Mr. Woods.—J. Aparr, 


Trent (Newark.) 


Since sending off my last report the water came down high and very much 
discoloured, which put a stop to barbel fishing with scratchings. However, it 
soon cleared down again, and by Sunday was in fairish condition. Very heavy 
winds all this week have sadly interfered with sport. This afternoon, ho wever, 
a delightful change has come over she spirit of the storm king, and for once in 
a way the weather is all that can be desired. I went this afternoon for an hour 
or two to try the chub with wasp-grub and got two and a half brace, biggest 
fish, 2 1b. 15 oz. Sport during the week has nut been very good ; a few fairish 
individual catches have come under my notice, but generally speaking, you may 
set the sport down as only indifferent. Prospects at present look a lot better, 
weather has calmed down very nicely ; the water is low and bright, and fish are 
a bit inclined to feed. Roach should now be sought after with creed wheat, or 
malt, or a bit of paste; dace and chub are inclined to revel in the luxury of a 
few wasp grubs, and barbel and bream, should have a liking for a well-scoured 
worm, so I think, according to the present circumstances, and taking into con- 
sideration the very favourable report I had from old Father Trent himself this 
afternoon, sport is nearly certain, if only properly sought after.—TruntT OTTrER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Barbel anglers are again busy in the upper waters, and at Shardlow, on 
Wednesday, a very heavy basket was made by two gentlemen from Nottingham, 
in all they got thirteen fish, the largest of which was541b. Roach seem more 
inclined to feed than last week, and the Western fishery reports to hand, are 
to the effect that prospects are more promising. Eels in the lower waters 
have been running in large quantities, and salmon are now going down to the 
sea. Fly-fishing has engaged attention at Hoveringham and Gunthorpe, and at 
the latter place, Mr. Daun, of Nottingham, takes the credit of a grayling of 
1 1b.—Tun MAn-at-THE-CLuBs. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

After the flood on the 16th the river now in good order for fishing, A great 
many peal, and lots of trout, have been taken this week, and several salmon 
hooked and carried away some tackle. Weather showery, which will im- 
prove the fishing. Sheepwash and Woodford, both on the Torridge, are good 
places to put up at for trout fishing.—PracricaL ANGLER, 


Torridge (Woodford Bridge). 


There has been but little fishing for some days past, owing to the heavy rains, 
now the water is again in good condition. Yesterday Captain Wheeler and 
T. Eales, Esq., had some very good sport, the former taking two and a half 
dozen, some of them very fine trout, the latter also caught a good dish ot fish. 
The Devon minnow is the general favourite.—JoHn BLAKE. 


Upper Medway (Tonbridge). 
The cold weather and wind have been right against bottom fishing, and nothing 
worth speaking has been caught. The water is still in excellent condition, and 
with warmer and more settled weather, there will be good sport.—Yr MgDWAY 


OTTER. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There have been some grand waters down this river during the past week, 
and some good dishes have been taken by wasp grub, minnow, and fly. J. 
Bland, of Pool, caught a good dish on Saturday last with the first named bait 
fourteen good fish, mostly trout; J. Dewes, of I.eeds, also did pretty well on 
the same day. Fishing in the reservoirs at Fewston and Swinsty has not been 
so good, but during the present month good dishes of trout are frequently 
taken there with wasp grub and minnow, the fly being very little use there. TI 
fancy more rain is impending so that anglers should do well for some time to 
come, unless the fish get glutted owing tothe continuance of heavy freshes. 
The red ant (Mr. Aldam’s pattern), the orange dun, and bracken ‘clock are 
sure killers during the next few weeks on the Yore and Wharfe.—Franois M. 
‘WALBRAN, 

Witham and Drains. 


The heavy wet which fell in this district last week tended to give colour to 
the Lincolnshire Fen waters, and did them good from an angling point of view 
in all but a few instances. These exceptions applied to the Witham at Dog- 
dyke, and also to the Fortyfoot, which comes from the southern part of the 
county, The tinge of the latter indicated a great disturbance, but the rapid 
clearing of the weeds may have had something to do withit. The numbers of 
visitors to Boston and its immediate vicinity have been very large, and a care- 
ful estimate places them at 2000. Many were chub fishers, but asa conses 
quence an immense quantity of roach must have found new ownera. The roach 
taken have been exceptionully good. A friend of mine who was out and about 
over the fishing expresses the opinion that seldom if ever before have such a 
splendid lot of fish been taken. Scores and scores of roach bagged have turned 
the scale at a pound and more. On Morday chub matches were the rule 
during the middle of the day, and some of these fishers did fairly well for once. 
The Bargate, Frith, Bank, Mount, Sibsey, Cross, and Hobhole have all been 


extensively patronised, and roach have been killed freely almost at all stations, 
The resources of the district are enormous, or they would not stand the 
pressure of such times ; but really when something like 150 miles of good 
water is fairly accessible, it need not give rise to wonder. Besides roach very 
many tench have been accounted for, and eels, bream, perch, and rudd have 
been found by the adepts. The rudd taken have been quite prime. Pike 
have paid the penalty both on the river and drains.- The best fish for the week 
that I heard of was one taken at Southery absut 10 Ib., several from 6. lb. to 
8 lb. were caught. On the Hobhole one taken by Mr. Horry reached nearly 
8 lb. A splendid roach of t lb. 5 oz. was taken at Sibsey, and three tench 
taken at Leake weighed 6 ]b., and four got at Freiston scaled over 10]b. On 
the river Bain, a tributary of the Witham, a gentleman of Boston had some 
rare sport fly~fishing for dace and chub,—THr YELLOW BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent. bom 

The bottom fishers on most parts of the Derwent did exceedingly well la-t 
Saturday, chiefly with wasp grubs for baits, one angler on the Derwent taking 
over 12 brace of good sized trout and grayling on that day. Sport with the fly 
on both rivers has been very fair with the exception of yesterday, Wednesday, 
when the wind was so very boisterous, you could scarcely keep your line on the 
water, To-day (Thursday), there is a splendid woodland water coming down 
the Derwent fromthe heavy rain that fell up in the Woodlands, and the 
bottom fishers are now out in great force all over the Derwent, most of them 
doing well; fishing prospects look well for next week.—Gero. J. Haton. 


Yare (Norwich.) 

Fishing has been very slow work on this stream during the past eight days; 
how to account for the absence of sport seems to puzzle all the knowing ones. 
Two matches have been held at Buckenham Ferry this week, viz., Thorpe 
Hamlet Angling Club, on Monday, when catches were very small indeed; aad 
on Tuesday last the Norwich Angling Club held their annual match at thesame 
place, for prizes presented by the’ president of the Yare Preservation Society 
(Sir R. Jacob Buxton, Bart., M.P.), the Mayor of Norwich (C. S. Gilman, 
Esq ), the Sheriff of Norwich (S. Newman, Esq.), Messrs. Laight, Whincop, 
and Holland, besides valuable prizes from the club From some most un- 
accountable reason the p'easure of angling was turned into hard work, for 
while everything seemed favourable not a bite was to be had, several fishing the 
whole day without catching asingle fish, whils* others only caught a few. The 
following was the resu't :—First, silver challenge cup, presented by S. Gurney- 
Buxton, Esq., and J. J. Colman, Esq., M.P., Mr. Chas. Daniels ; second, Mr. 
Mace; third, Mr. G. Daniels. And other prizes were taken by the following 
gentlemen—Messrs. J. L’Estrange, M. J. Builey, C. Clowes, Hunt, C. J. 
Greene, W. Cooper, Chettleburgh, J. E. Gunn, H. Gedge, J. Lord, John 
Womersley, and F, Powell. A fine salmon trout was caught bya member of 
the Norwich Angling Club (Mr. J. B. Pearce), at Cantley, last week, weighing 
between 3 and 4 lb.; these visitors are rare, but very welcome. The wind has 
been very high, and the water very clear; still sport should be good.—RoBgrr 
MoLL. 





NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. — 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 20,494, making.-a total 
for last week of 151,467. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,236,813. 

INTRODUCTION OF GRAYLING INTO THE THaMeEs —‘ An interesting experi- 
ment in the mprovement of Thames angling was made on the 27th ult., when 
seventeen brace of magnificent grayling, many weighing 2 Ibs. each, were 
pl ced in the Thames by the Reading and District Angling. Association. 
fish were the generous present of the Hungerford Fly-fishing Club (through 
Mr. Henry Collins, of Reading, the hon. sec.), and were in splendid condition 
when placed in the Thames, thanks to the exertions of Mr. Frederick Harley 
and Mr. Hull (Sonning), who accompanied. them on their journey. The gray- 
ling (Salmo thmyallss) is not only a rare table delicacy, but also affords excellent 
sport to the angler; and it is hoped that fora year at least—by which time 


they will have estab!ished themselves—any angler capturing one of these stock © 


fish will return it to the river, so as to give them every opportunity of multi- 
plying, which they do with great rapidity.—Reading paper. 

Fisa PorsoNING NEAR NEWENT.—Joseph Jenkins (30), labourer, was 
indicted for unlawfully and maliciously putting a quantity of lime into a certain 
stream of water at Stardens, in the parish of Oxenhall, near Newent, on the 
I1th of July, with intent to destroy the fish therein. Mr. Sim prosecuted, and 
Mr. Raikes defended. The case for the prosecution was that on the day named 
the prisoner with another man purchased 5 lb. of chloride of lime froma 
chemist’s shop, that he was seen near the stream on the day in 
question ; and that the same evening he was seen selling fish supposed to be 
taken from the stream. Mr. A. G. Onslow spoke to seeing twelve trout lying 
dead in the stream within a distance of a quarter of a mile. 
and found that its blood had turned blac«, and was somewhat congealed. 
Crosssexamined ; A railway is being made near the brook. ~A witness spoke 


to seeing prisoner carrying a bag of trout, weighing about a quarter of a — 


hundredweight. He remarked to witness, ‘‘That’s the way to have ’em.” 
Witness said, ‘‘ What's that ?’’ and he replied, ‘‘Fish.’? He saw him sell 
some of the fish toa man named James. Prisoner had also told witness that 
he was ‘‘ going to have another turn.”” When apprehended, the prisoner told 
P.C. Collett that he ‘ went along with a lot of chaps and gotthem.’’? A bag 
covered with fish scales was found at the prisoner’s house, and a pair of trousers 
was also found, wet up to the pockets. Prisoner was taken to a Mr. Steward 
who said that he had bought a quantity of him, for which he paid him 2s, 3d. 
He was then charged by the policeman with putting chloride of lime in the 
brook, when he made the following statement :—‘‘ I went with the man who 
bought thelime. He paid for it; I did not. We put it inthe brook, got the 
fish, sold them, and divided the money. I don’t know the man who went wi h 
me to Roper’s (the chemist’s). ‘The only manI know amongst them is Moey 


Coldrick, Ishould not have done it if I had not been drinking,’’ Mr. Raikes — 


pointed out that in the depositions before the magistrates the prisoner was 
stated to have said, ‘‘ The only one I know amongst them is Moey Coldrick, 
who paid for it.”” His Lordship, referring to the depositions, said he had no 
doubt that was what the prisoner meant. The case for the prosecution having 
closed, Mr. Raikes argued .that there was no evidence to show that the 
prisoner was present when the lime was put into the brook. A number of 
navvies were working upon a new railway line which was being made in the 
neighbourhood, and any one of them might have put the lime into the brook. 
His Lordship, in summing up the case to the jury, said that if the evidence for 
the prosecution was to be believed, there never was a case more conclusively 
proved, The jury found the prisoner guilty, and he was sentenced to six 

months’ hard labour.’’—G@Uoucester Merewry. : me ‘ i 


The. 


He opened one, ~ 
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THE SEASON’S SALMON-FISHING ON THE TAY, 


ON Monday next the net-fishing for salmon on the river Tay will 
terminate for the season, after one of the most successful fishings 
within memory. The opening of the season was characterised by 
seme extraordinary catches, and, with the exception of a brief period 
about the month of July, this initial success has continued till the 
close, and hasbeen Shared in equally by upper and lower proprietors. 
The fact is all the more notable on Account of the miserable nature 
of the fishing for several successive years, and the nearly unanimous 
opinion of experts that 1883 would prove equally bad. In addition 
to this, it ought to be remembered that in 1881 over 1,000 dead dis- 
eased fish were removed from the river; and, shortly put, the unex- 
pected success of this season has entirely upset all the theories pre- 
viously advanced on the subject. 

Naturally enough, the rental of the fishings was this year on the 
aggregate lower than for many years past, and the tacksmen will 
therefore have profited considerably more than they would in ordinary 
circumstances. 

Just now the river is swarming with salmon, and the number of 
grilse running up is exceptionally great, so that splendid rod fish- 
ing may be expected up till the 10th of October, when the close time 
commences, 








‘CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


Bap iat. 





THE usval monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central 


Committee took place on Monday evening, the 13th inst., at the 
Bald- faced Steg, Worship Square, Finsbury, Mr. S. Morgan occupying 
the chair. 

After the reading and confirming of the minutes of the preceding 
meeting, and some remarks respecting the drawing of the water in 
the river Lea. at Ware, b 

Messrs Ridd and Copeland, as auditors to the Anglers’. Benevolent 
Society, gave a most satisfactory report, each in turn saying a few 
words about the deserving character of the institution, urging upon 


_all club anglers to join it, and contribute to its funds according to 


their means. 

Mr. Manning, as trustee, also said a few words to the same 
purpose, 

Mr. Stevens then tendered his resignation as residential Lea bailiff, 
giving as his reason that when elected to the post he resided close by 
the river, but had now removed to a considerable distance, and could 
no longer give the attention to the duties of the office he would wish. 
Mr. Stevens has been a valuable worker, and his resignation was 
accepted with a very general expression of regret and a unanimous 
vote of thanks for past services. 

Mr. R. Ghurney then spoke about a suggestion that had been 
made to him respecting the getting up by the London anglers of a 
demonstration of some kind to Mr, Birkbeck, M.P., as a mark of 
appreciation of his valuable services in connection with the Fisheries 
Exhibition; and, indeed, the sea and inland fisheries generally. Some 
conversation took place, but nothing definite was mooted, and the 
question was finally adjourned for further consideration at the next 
meeting. 

The time-honoured custom of the delegates’ and friends’ annual 
dinner next came under notice, and, upon a proposition by Mr. 
Metcalfe, seconded by Mr. Manning, it was decided the same should 
take place at Ye Olde Rye Houe on September 9th. 

The question of anglers’ cheap excursions to Amberley and Pul- 
borough next came under consideration, and two representatives from 
the Central Association—viz., Messrs. J. Fitch and Thos, Crumplen— 
gave the views of their association about the question, and asked the 
representatives of the Central Committee to co-operate with their 
association in approaching the railway company. Messrs. Manning 
and Metcalfe having been duly elected to meet representatives from 
the Central Association, several gentlemen made some valuable 
observations in connection with the subject, among them being 
Messrs. Theobalds, Bonvoisin, &c. 

Several other items of business, principally routine, were then 

brought under consideration; and, upon the roll being called by the 
secretary, it was found the following clubs were represented :— 
* Izaac Walton, Amicable Brothers, Hoxton Brothers, Edmonton and 
Tottenham, Alexandra, Gresham, Great Northern, Dalston, Original 
Alexandra, Cavendish, Sociable Brothers, Bermondsey Brothers, Stoke 
Newington, Hearts of Oak, Burdett, Little Independent, Metropolitan, 
Canonbury, and Phcenix, 

Among the bailiffs were—Messrs. High, Stevens, Vernon, and 
Williams, from the West Central Association of London . and 
atic Angling Societies; Messrs. L. Bonvoisin and Cope- 
and. 

The usual vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the business. 

From my friend, Mr. Vincent, I get the following, which yet once 
again shows how any piece of water, within easy reach of London and 
at all worth having, is being eagerly snapped up :— 

“The Watford Piscators have just taken another piece of the 
Colne, at Watford, as a private fishery for the use of their numerous 
members, This portiou of the river is known as Spatrow’s Water, 
and has been preserved for many years. This is the third piece of 
water taken by this young society during its short existence of under 
two years. Holland Hibbert, Esq., made them a present of 700 fish 


_ ortheir canal, consisting of perch, chub, and jack, from 1 1b. to 5 or 


6 1b. Putting fish of this size into the canal must be the way to im- 
prove the water. Letus hope that all gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood who drag their waters to preserve the trout will give them the 
fish in the same generous way that Mr. Hibbert has done. 

“* There are numerous complaints of Londoners persisting in fishing 
waters once, in most cases, open, but now rented, in this neighbour- 
hood, and a case was heard the other day, a London angler being 
summoned forthis very thing. I have not heard how it turned out, 
but I shall look forthe decision with no small amount of interest.” 

Mr. Hoole, in answer to his application, has received a letter from 
the authorities of the London and North-Western Railway, stating 
that anglers’ cheap tickets will continue to be issued to Cheddington, 
and expressing the hope that the same would be sufficiently used to 
guarantee the continuance thereof. 

I have had a day after the roach and dace at Richmond, and 
although my atterdant, Edward Brown, tried very hard to put me on 
for some sport, only from 5 to 6 1b. of fish rewarded my efforts. 

North-Western District Alliance.—Reading in Angling Societies, 
—The next paper will be read at the Duke of Cornwall Angling Club, 
Lismore Circus, Haverstock Hill, on Monday evening, the 27th inst., 
by Mr. Bentley, of the Gresham Angling Society, subject, ‘“ The 
Sense of Pain in Fishes.” I know the paper to be most exhaustive 
and practical, and dealing as it does with a matter of the deepest in- 
terest toanglers, Mr. Bentley should command a good audience, 

The monthly meeting of the West Central Association of London 
and Provincial Anglers takes place on Friday evening next (to-night), 
and is likely to prove of the deepest interest, as several most im- 
portant matters are down for discussion. 








WIMBLEDON PARK LAKE. 


ON the rath inst. this park was well patronised, both by club and 
private anglers, attracted by the reports of the enormous numbers of 
bream that have been taken from this water during the present sea- 
son, and also to have a chance to win a guinga roach rod, purchased 
at William’s by the keeper, and given by him as a prize forthe 
heaviest fish taken during that day. I visited the place in the after- 
noon, and recognised representatives of the following societies :— 
Anglers’ Pride, Second Surrey, Anchor and Hope, Wellington, 
Rodney, Phoenix, and the Queen's, Notting Hill. I was informed 
that the members of the last-named society have already this season 
taken over 300 Ib. of bream out of this water, 150 of which has been 
placed to the credit of Mr. F. Pearce, late of the Marylebone Brothers. 
The gentleman that represented the Phoenix Brothers was, at the 
time when Joe Lovett, Tubby Hinton, and I and many others I could 
mention used to fish the Welsh Harp, known to me as “ Johnny,” and 
was a member of the Golden Barbel. 

I passed round the water and inquired of one and the other as to 
the amount of sport they had had and the time they commenced. 
Some of them had been there all night, and had got a few fish ; others 
had arrived by the first train, and they had a few fish ; but the last- 
named had the advantage of the others: they were awake in the after- 
noon, and the others were either nodding on their boxes or else fast 
asleep on their mackintoshes or overcoats—what I should call a clear 
introduction to rheumatism. 

I now purposed to have some tea, as nearly allthe company present 
were either having their cup, pint, or quart of that beverage, and I 
must say that.I did enjoy it ; at the same time I could not help think- 
ing that if a Certain Gentleman had been in the neighbourhood with 
his net, what a haul he would have had. Just under the trees, round 


by the cottage, there was ‘“‘ Bobbing Float” receiving a lesson how 


to use the fork stick ; C. Grant was discussing the decrease of fish and 
its causes; ard all the time ‘‘ The Kingfisher” was mentally wishing 
someone would come and take the others away to the bottom of the 
lake, or anywhere so long as they did not disturb him. 

The cool of the evening had nowarrived, and the fish began to bite, 
and suddenly all are anxious waiting to see the long-looked-for 
“bob.” Mr. Wright was looking at his watch when he had the first 
bite ; down goes his watch—there was not time to put it into his 
pocket—up goes the rod. ‘‘ Got yer! got yer!” Swish! He is gone, 
and his watch was nearly going, too, forthe line by some means got 
twisted round it, and in Mr. Wright’s hurry to get the fish he pulled 
the chain nearly out of his pocket. ‘ Pearce has got one about r1b,” 
‘“ Woolgar’s got another,” “ Kingfisher is getting them now; I think 
he will be in at the finish.””. Such remarks could have been heard as 
each fish was landed, Now it would bethisend, and thenit would be the 
other end of the plantation where the fish were being taken, and they 
all seemed to be about the same weight, that it would be impossible 
to tell without weighing which was the heaviest fish. And the excite- 
ment now became contagious as. the time for leaving off was drawing 
near—viz., eight o'clock. ‘‘ Johnny” camedown by the first train— 
and as this was the first time that he had ever seen the lake and the 
style of fishing, therefore did not expect to do much on this occasion— 
now got a “bang,” and away sails his float all through Mr. Wright’s 
line. Both of them pull out, and on Johnny’s line there is a nice, 
thick bream, much to the discomfort of Mr. Wright, who had lost a 
very nice fish just a few minutes before. 

The pistol was now fired, and all fishing ceased. Rods and tackle 
were packed up, and all those who had fish made their way towards 
the cottage to see who had the heaviest fish, passing in in rotation, 
Johnny’s turn arrived, and in the final result he was declared the 
winner of the rod with a bream of 1 lb. 6 oz. I did not stop to take 
the names of and the weights of those who had fish, as that will 
appear in the Club News, PIXIE, 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


HOW A GREAT HAUL WAS GOT. 

S1r,—I have been away fishing in Wilts with Mr. Carter, of the Fulham 
Road, and have had some capital perch-fishing, twenty of the largest scaling 
over 301b. This water I have also taken Sheppard to, but, as it is strictly 
private, I suppose J shall be safe from intrusion. I have now to deal with the 
large haul, and, to put the matter fairly, it will be necessary for me to state that 
the Stanley Anglers Club was founded by Mr. Poley and myself, and it was a 
long time afterwards that Mr. Wheatstone joined it. I introduced him to 
Sheppard, and we fished the Mapledurham waters together for years. Shep- 
pard, finding he had a generous patron in Mr. Wheatstone, introduced him to 
what was virtually a piece of free water on the Loddon, and the take being 
large (sixteen perch, weighing 32 ]lb.), the water was rented by Mr. Wheat- 
stone, but it was along time before I had a chance of fishing it, though I think 
it ought to have been taken between us. So much for his belief in imparting 
useful knowledge that may be productive of good sport. I fail to see any 
answer from Mr. Wheatstone to my letter. He labours hard to prove it is 
public water. My letter will not bear any other construction. If it had been 
private, how could he have got there? Mr. Walker says he knew the water 
years ago, and intended to fish it. I cannot understand that his first appear- 
ance there should have been with Sheppard. Mr. Harris comes forward to 
strengthen (?) the defence. Does he forget that when Mr. Tracey gave a ten 
guinea cup to be fished for perch in public waters, how religiously he kept the 
secret of Frensham Ponds? He gave no Sheppard a chance of taking his 
flock to fields afresh and pastures new, Ihad to rely on the Thames, and got 


fairly beaten. I admit that I and my friends, both here and at Swindon, 


wanted to keep the water as much as possible to ourselves, and not when we 
wanted to fish it to be told—‘‘No use going: in possession of Mr. Wheatstone 
and friends.” My connection with the Stanley Anglers has long since ceased, 
and had I for one moment thought that Sheppard, without one word to me, was 
going to utilise my knowledge for the benefit of his pocket and the sport of 
his more generous patrons, Coate Reservoir would have been kept as dark as 
Frensham Ponds. The sight of those thousand jack spawning was too much 
for him. They have had the cake and the wine too.—I am, &c., 
The Coleherne Hotel, Richmond Road, Rost. FORBES, 
Earl’s Court, Aug. 15. 





A PERCH INCIDENT, ar 

S1r,—We have several aquariums in our club-house. One contains a jack 
and a tench, about #1b. each, who appear to live together on the most amicable 
terms. Sometimes jack takes it into his ugly head to dash about in the water 
in a most vicious manner—especially if his captor, Mr. A. Jones, approaches 
too near, to whom jack appears to have taken a most unaccountable aversion ; 
but this does not affect his companion in the least, who simply eyes jack’s 
antics with almost unconcealed scorn. Occasionally, when some memories of 
the past disturb his equanimity, master tench will go through some extraor- 
Ginary gymnastics—twists and turns, stands on his head, on his tail, rushes 
backwards and forwards, and causes a great commotion ; but to all this his 
chum pays not the slightest attention, but floats apparently serenely oblivious to 
the vagaries of his dark-skinned neighbour. In an adjoining aquarium there 
are rudd, roach, perch, gudgeon, loach and minnows, from which jack is fed, 
and livebait procured. 
and into this one day last week a solitary loach, about 33 inches long, was put. 
On Saturday evening word was passed that something unusual had occurred in 
this aquarium, and on looking it was discovered that one of the small perch— 
positively not more than 44 inches long—had taken the loach, and, from sheer 
Incapacity to gorge him completely, had to leave the tail protruding from his 
mouth, The tail remained visible for the greater part of Sunday, but gradually 
disappeared as the loach was digested. This remarkable incident, considering 
the relative size of the two fish, I believe to be unprecedented ; but if any of 
your readers know of anything similar I shall be glad to see it in the FISHING 
GAZETTE.—1 am, &c., R. Woo.rFatt, Hon. sec. 

Aug 15. Liverpool Angling Association. 

P.S.—The perch did not appear in the least inconvenienced, but behaved as 

nothing out,of the common had taken place. 





FISHING AT MARTHAM, NORFOLK. 

Sir,—Lhaye just returned from a few days’ fishing, on the river Bure, and 

Higham Sounds, near Martham. Both of the above places I have fished 

“for several years. Hanging on the wall of rhe room, where Iam writing this, 
I see a large rudd with the inscription on his glass—‘‘Caught at Heigham 
Sounds, 25th August, 1871.”” And he is only one out of many good roach and 
rudd caught on that day. 

For good, all round ‘‘coarse”’ fishing, there is no place that I know equal 
to these ‘‘ Sounds,’’ and a few, hints as to fishing in this district may be useful 
to those anglers who have not previously been there. 

There is but little bank fishing accessible, and a boat costs only 2s . per day. 
Having secured your boat, do not omit to see if she is provided with a chain 
and pole to fasten her. The tide runs up as far as these Broads, and as the 
current is often strong, it is necessary to use a heavy ground boat. That 
locally used is merely bran and bread mixed—but this is soon carried away by 
the stream. 

I haye therefore adopted barley meal mixed with clay, and find this 
an effectual ground bait, and one that remains in the swim for a considerable 
time. 

Having selected a good clear swim (or two), bait well, and keep well baited 

for a few days if possible. If this plan is adopteda swarm of bream, roach, 
rudd and eels will congregate—the eels are, in fact, a nuisance. Worms and 
paste are the two best hook baits, and if you goin for quality and. not quan- 
tity of fish, make the paste pellets almost the size of hazel nuts. I caught 
nearly all my large fish this way. 
: Rudd are not so plentiful in the river, but they abound in the quiet reedy 
shallows of the “ Sounds,’’ and grand sport may be had with the fly-rod, cast- 
ing your fly (tipped with a gentle) along the torders of the reeds. Many of 
these fish weigh from Ib. to 1} 1b., and I have caught them up to 2 Ib. 
Ihear that tbree pounders are caught occasionally; but I have never.set eyes on 
one, and three-pounders, are, I fancy, ‘*a thing we often read about, but very 
seldom see.’” 

About ten years ago I_ well remember having a grand day’s sport among 
them ; I caught some “ whackers,’’ but only one scaled over 2 Ib, 


dna third aquarium are more small perch and roach, . 


As for pike, the winter months are, of course, the best, but they may be 
occasionally taken spinning during this month and September. There are 
large pike in Heigham Sounds, but I believe permission is necessary for 
spinning on these waters, The river Bure is free. I see a case is reported-in the 
FisHING GAzgTTF of August 11th, in which some young men were prosecuted 
for fishing in the ‘*Sounds.’? I understand, however, that the real offence 
was breaking the reeds, which, of course, are private property and valuable. 
Ido not think that any respectable and quiet angler would be interfered with 
in pursuit of sport on these waters. But he must keep out of the reeds and 
rushes. I very much question whether fair angling can be stopped on the 
“* Sounds ”?—that is, if the public choose to fight the matter out in the law 
courts. ‘There is but little doubt that public angling has been an established 
custom on. these waters for many years. 

However, let us hope that anglers who visit these parts will conduct them- 
selves quietly and inoffensively, and also that the Lord of the Manor will re- 
consider the matter in all its bearings before interfering with peaceable and 
well-behaved men. 

Boats and lodgings can be had at either Potter Heigham or Martham. 
John Grimmer, of Martham Staithe, provides boats, and has occasionally a 
bedroom to let within a few minutes’ walk from the river. Grimmer is a most 
obliging man. I can also recommend anglers in want of lodgings to call upon 
Mrs. Hamley, near Martham Church. Her apartments are highly respectabie, 
clean, and comfortable, and charges moderate. On the whole, I should advise 


those-anglers in search of ‘‘a place to spend a happy day”? to try Martham, | 


and as it is only thirty minutes’ journey from Yarmouth Beach Station, a sea- 
side trip, combined with a few hours’ angling, can be easily obtained at a 
moderate cost, thanks to the weekly excursion trains so admirably arranged by 
the Great Eastern Railway Company.—I am, &c., ARS Es 

[If we are not mistaken there isalso a most comfortable inn, the King’s 
Head, at Martham.Eb.] 





A WARNING. 

Sre,—I shall feel obliged if you will insert the following in the FisHiva* 
GAZETTE.— : 

Last Monday I went with three friends to fish in the river Medway, where it 
bounds Lodgefield Farm, Withyham, on the east, and near to Ashurst Mill 
and Weir. While we were fishing, two ot Lord Delawarr’s keepers and a 
Sussex county policeman came to us, asked if we had permission. To this I 
replied that we did not know permission was required, asI, who had been in, 
the habit of fishing the water for the last sixteen years, had never experienced 
anything but friendly greetings and wishes that I might have good sport feom 
the farmer who rents the ground of Lord Delawarr ; but as it appeared I was 
innocently in the wrong, I would at once pack up my tackle and go. This I 
proceeded to do, and called upon my friends to do the same. The keepers then 
demanded our names and addresses, which we gave, they alsosaid that they 
would. have to take away our tackle and rods. To this I replied, that so far as 
my tackle was concerned, they would take it under protest. I informed them 
that I had been seriously ill for some time past and was still ill and weak, but 
had I been in my usual health, I should certainly fight for possession of my 
goods; that their proper course was simply to warn us off, or, at most, to have 
summoned us for trespass, when we should have had an opportunity of publicly 
explaining our innocence of any wrong. Ithen packed the rods, five in 
number, together and laid them on the ground, from whence they were picked 
up and carried off by one of these keepers. 3 

I also wish to put these further facts before your readers: Not only myself, 
but the entire body of anglers for many miles around have always fished without 
let or hindrance in these waters and so have anglers for generations past ; and 
what applies tous and these waters applies equally to other anglers and waters 
throughout the kingdom, where by long free usage something very like a 
public right to angle’has bezome established. 

No notice board or intimation of any kind had been given in this instance 
of the new regime. Ae 

I have since heard that’some thirty or more reds have, within the past few 
weeks, been taken in a similar manner from London and other anglers by these 
keepers. 

ve Tintend forthwith to commence legal proceedings against Lord Delawarr, 


I shall esteem it a favour if all those who are similarly aggrieved with myself — 


will, without delay, forward full particulars to John Grout, Esq., solicitor, 
7, St. Swithin’s Lane, London, EH. C.—Iam, &c., Francis W. HANCOCK. 
79, Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Aug. 11. !' 





THE FEAST OF ST. TROUT AT BEXLEY MILL. 
Srr,—On Monday (Bank Holiday) the worthy miller, S. Cannon, kept the 
feast of St. Trout. He put down sluices, and then nearly the whole parish ate 


trout for supper. Over 200 were foully ‘‘grabbed,”’ one of which exceeded — 


6 lb. in weight. If Mr. Cannon had any interest in preserving the trout, could 
he not easily have borrowed a net here, and so kept them in a place of safety 
while he cleaned his pond? I believe this game is played annually; it goes to 
show what a grand little trout stream the Cray might be made, if only the 
pollution were put into the sewer running beside it, and an association formed 
for its protection. It is only nine miles long, and three keepers could watch 


ae 


te 


every inch. Within an bour by rail from London, trout fishing ought to be ~ 


very valuable, I think. If these remarks meet the eye of thé riparian owners, 
they may do some good.—I am, &c., CuHaAs. C. CAPEL. 
Cray Fishery, Foot’s Cray, Kent, 12th August. » ee 
[We can fully bear out Mr. Capel’s remarks as to the suitability for trout of 
the Cray if it were properly looked after. Three or four hundred a year could 
easily be got for preserving even three or four miles of it, if the fishing became- 
as good as it easily might become.—ED. } 


NETTING THE ARUN. 

S1r,—I cannot believe the report that a clergyman netted fish from the Arun 
and manured his land with them, and sooner or later hope to hear it contra- 
dicted. If it is true, what is the cause of this wholesale slaughter? Is there 
no remedy ?>—I am, &c., : Mark ANTONY. 

[Is it true, as we have heard on very good authority, that numbers of roughs 
of both sexes are in the habit of visiting the Arun, and by their behaviour 
giving extreme annoyance to the local gentry? They go in the ‘anglers’ train, 
but they only bring angling into disrepute and cause this wholesale netting of 
the fish. Several of the landowners appear to have said to themselves, ‘* The 
only way to stop the visits of these roughs is to get rid of the fish.’ Quiet 
anglers are never objected to, but foul-mouthed roughs most properly are 
objected to most strongly.—Ep.] . 


Aveusr 18, 1883] 
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FRESH-WATER FISHING NEAR MARGATE. 

Sir,— Would you, or some of your readers, kindly inform me if there is any 
fresh-water fishing (coarse) near Margate, and please state if free or otherwise ; 
also if there is good sea-fishing >—I am, &c., 

Kennington, S.E., 13th August. 

[There is good sea-fishing off Margate, and fresh-water fishing (coarse) can 
be had free in the Dykes near the Reculvers, also in the Stour at Canterbury 
and Grove Ferry. Tickets, 1s. each, for coarse fishing in the Stour, can be had 


of the keepers or at Grove Ferry Inn; or of Mr. W. May, water bailiff, Ford- 
wich Arms Inn.—Ep.] 


‘THE ‘* ALEXANDRA”? FLY.—GRAYLING. 

_ Srr,—Isee that ‘‘ Spider”’ asks a few questions about the “ Alexandra,”’ and 
in your reply to him, advise him not to useit. Ido not know whether the 
river Wye is fished in a similar manner to what this river is or not ; if it is, I 
should certainly try it. One has very little chance with fly when you are per- 
haps following halfa dozen persons fishing with loach. I have used the 
‘‘ Alexandra ’’ for about two months now, owing to the loach fishers. If the 
river be one on which only fly is allowed it would be better not to use it ; but 
if it be a river where you can almost fish with anything, it is quite a different 
matter. I have had more sport in the deep, still places than in the streams. Jf 
it can be dropped nicely off the bank into the water it very often rises a fish. I 
find it best to throw down and across, bringing it by gentle jerks to the side I 
am on. 

A great number of fish are pricked and lost. 
than with fly when I have to follow loach fishers. 

We think of putting grayling into our stream this year, and it ‘* Sydney 
Shere’? would kindly answer the following it would be doing a favour to 
anglers about here: Can he supply us with fry or }-lb. fish? What is the 
character of the Colne with regard to its bottom, streams, and pools? Were 
the grayling put into the small tributaries or main river,; and if the river, was it 
streaming ? 
“. I received the paper all right on Saturday morning.—I am, &c., 

W. PALLISER. 


I can get more sport with it 


Westwood, August 13. 


‘ ' FISHING ON LOUGH CONN. 
S1r,—Having spent fifteen enjoyable days at Tom Clark’s, Lough Conn 
Lodge, county Mayo, perhaps some of your readeis would like to know the 
result :—117 trout, largest 7 lb. 80z; 3 salmon, largest 10 lb. 8 0z; 185 perch. 
Most of the large ash were caught trolling, as the wind was in the wrong point 
for them to rise much. I must say that both he and his wife did everything in 
their power to make me* comfortable. Board and lodging, about £2 2s. per 
week. The Clarks are good fishermen, and know the water well.—I am, &c., 
: T. WILKINS. 
Smethwick, near Birmingham, August 14. 


INSTRUCTIONS IN FLY-CASTING. 

Srr,—I have read with much interest your article on fly-fishing in the last 
two numbers of the FisH1NG GAZETTE, and should esteem it a favour if you, 
6r sotne other experienced fly-fisher, would give a few hints as to the art of 
fishing with the fly, especially treating of the method of throwing the fly, and 
of the tackle and rod requisite for an amateur ; also stating the cost of an outfit. 
By doing so you will, I am sure, confer a benefit on many would-be fly fishers 
who, like myself, are desirous of acquiring the art, as the instructions in most 
works upon fly-fishing are not such as can be followed and carried out by many 


es a 





amateurs, Besides, it is not all who are able to obtain such works. Ihave been 
a reader of the FISHING GAZET1E for some years, but cannot remember having 
seen any article which gives the information required for the amateur.—I am, 
&c., A WoUuULD-3E FLy-FISHER. 

[Have you read Stewart’s ** Practical Angler,’’ and Cutcliffe’s “Art of Trout 
Fishing, and Mr. Chatterton’s (of 24, Hillmartin Road, London, N.) pamphlet 
| on « Fly-Casting ’? ?—Ep.] : 


FISHING NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

S1r,—Will you kindly inform me if there is any fishing to be had near New- 
castle-on-Tyne P?—I am, &c., : Mark ANTony. 

_ [Willsome North-country angler kindly answer this? We fancy the Coque 

is the best free river in the neighbourhood.—ED. ] f 





CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES FOR RAPID STREAMS. 

S1r,—Can you or any of your correspondents tell me where or from what 
tackle maker I can obtain the flies as recommended in the extract from Cut- 
ciffe’s ‘* Art of Fishing for Trout in Rapid Streams,” as published in the FisH- 
ING GAZETTE of August I1, page 399?-—I am, &c., 

Aigle, Switzerland, August 13. SKIN THE FISH. 

[The other evening we were sitting watching some fish rise and smoking a 
quiet pipe with a friend, who had been trout fishing in Devonshire. ‘‘ By the 
way,”’ he said, ‘*I am having several of Cutcliffe’s flies dressed from his descrip- 
tions only, mind you, on much smaller hooks than he gives and finer gut—for 
the days of big flies and coarse tackle are gone.’’ We agreed with him entirely, 
and were glad to hear that Mr. Mudford, fishing tackle maker, Tiverton, 
Devon, will undertake to dress any flies described in Cutcliffe’s ‘‘ Rapid 
Streams.’’—ED. ] 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Meiedienme Chest. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy and 
buoyant condition :— 

~. © CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
«“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 
* RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 
“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 











* BRONCHOLINE,” for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 
«“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’ for Colds and Chills. 
“ CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhea in Lambs and Calves. 
Price of Chest, with “* Key to Farriery,’? £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid. Bach article can 
be had separately, 
Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading 
British Empire. 
CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


22. DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 
AND WANTAGE; BERKS. 


Agriculturists of the 








THE ODOR OF THE FOREST|GREAT 


‘EASTERN RAILWAY. 





THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 
ki BPN (7, it. 
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The American Journal of Angling and Shooting. 


The Forrsr aAnp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at the head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertainin sketches of travel A camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Bea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 
me Bag and Gun. The Kennel. 
achting and Canoeing. The Rifle 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred, Mather, 
‘ell-known angler and fishculturist. 
e weekly numbers of the Forest AnD STREAM annually form two 
ma a a Pee vounmes of over 500 pages each. 
Terms, post free, 21s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
Published by the Fores: anp Staeam PupLisHine ComPany, 37, Park 
: : ‘ Row, New York, U.S. 

Subscription agents for Great Britain ; 
Samrson Low, Manston, Szaniz, and RivincTon, 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 

specimen copies. 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
‘too’ pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
“ HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 


Messrs. Crown 





‘¢ The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,” —Britis 
Workwoman. oe 
. “Can scarcely fail to prove of service.’ —The Rock, 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


. 










SIE. A S.LDse, 

The SUMMER SERVICE of FAST TRAINS 
is now running to YARMOUTH, Lowestoft, Clac- 
ton-on- Sea, Walton-on-the Naze, Harwich, Dover- 
court, Aldeburgh, Felixstowe, Southwold, Hunstan- 
ton, and Cromer. 


TOURIST FORTNIGHTLY, 
and FRIDAY or SATURDAY to TUESDAY 
(First, Second, and Third Class) TICKETS are 
issued by all Trains to the above-named stations at 
REDUCED FARES. y 


TOURIST TICKETS, 


available up to the 31st December, 1883, are also 
issued from London (Liverpool Street) to Filey, 
Scarborough, Whitby, and the principal tourist 
stations in Scotland. 


BROXBOURNE AND RYEHOUSE. 

EXCURSION TICKETS are issued daily by 
any. Train from Liverpool Street, Bishopsgate, 
Bethnal Green, London Fields, &c. Fares, 3s., 2s., 
Is, 6d. 

For full particulars see bills. 

WILLIAM BIRT, 
London, August, 1833. General Manager. 


| LONDON & COUNTY 
| ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
ri, COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Th Cash advances from 
L¥ £10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 
&7 &. Ss, 

| CHANCERY LANE 


JouNn Stone, Sec, 
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Summer Tours in Scotland. 





GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 


oa 
(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en~ 
titling the holder to sai! during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (r9) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call, One week, £3; two weeks, 
45 3 Or six separate days, £3 10s. 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 
“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m, 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London and the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c-, for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c, 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London ; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 119, Hope Street, Glasgow, 





SPORT AND PROFIT! 


LL FISH captured as fast as de- 
sired by using “ ELECTRIC 
CONSERVE,” Sufficient to capture 
hundreds sent free for 24 penny stamps. 
—Mr. W. JOANNES, Practical Chemist, 
5, Oakfield Crescent, London, N.W. |: 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 468 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


9 and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 


Anventor and Patentee of the New Perfect 
Combination Reel. 


Superior. Greenheart Fly-rods, 9 10, or I1 feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition ase, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any ion 
and superior finish. t 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. ; 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38.; 3} inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 44 inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d. ; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. 9d., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, Is, 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, td. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the N«t- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 3} inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Yackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, p ice [Is. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price I5s. 

All gocds sent cut that do nit give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and cariege paid buth 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 
free by post. 


THE CHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902, 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. . 


12 eet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carsiage paid fur 6d. 
extra, 

‘* Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottcm Fishing Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.””—FisHinG 
GAzrETTE, 

r yard gut cast 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozen; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long 1s, 1cd. per loo. 


H.= BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 
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Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT, 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
A order noted BS BG Ws Wt eet bas be 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No, 














ESTABLISHED 1857. 


REUBEN HEATON, 
Practical Salmonand 
Trout Reel Maker. 


Ask for Reuben Heaton’s Best Salmon and Trout 
Reels, as I warrant them to work freely when full of 
line, 

Also his newly-invented Noitingham Double Centre 
Reels, with check, which can be adjusted by a turn 

of the centre pin, — 
20,000 REELS ALWAYS IN STOCK, 
______/ WHOLESALE ONLY, 
UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 








GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION, 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 


First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381. 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


PATENT SELF-ACTING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c, 


SpeciaL fraTuRts. 


Perfect Portability. 

Cannot get out of Order. 

Cannot Overflow. 

Automatic in Action. 

Combising Aquarium 
Fountain. 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights, 

Self-contained, 

Perfect Simp.icity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action ia fiom 3 to 5 minutes 

Wil Play from 6 to 12 hours, 

Artistically Decorated, 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guinas 


ORYSTAL AND MAJOvICN 
FOUNTAINS, 


Fiom 4s. upwards, 


with 





Iilustrated Price List po:t free, 


Kessell & Son, 


11, Southwark St, 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 

















E ANGLERS CAN NOW OBTAIN 


KING'S 
NATURAL BAIT 


For ROACH, BREAM, CARP, CHUB, etc., 
from almost all tackle dealers throughout the King- 
dom, its superiority over ordinary bread or biscuit 
paste being always acknowledged, while its con 
stantly increasing sale proves it to be what it is repre- 
sented, and not an article held out to deceive anglers. 
As a proof of this the following unsolicited testimo- 
nials are quoted, which must conyince anglers of the 
genuineness of the bait, far more than any unsup- 
ported statements of the proprietor. 

a Se eee 

Mr. King, Dear Sir,—I have given the bait you sent me 
to several of my customers, and they all speak very highly 
of it. My son, who is only 13 years of age, tried it on 
Saturday, and filled his basket with tench and roach, I 
shall require large st-cks of-it next -season,—W. Rams- 
BOTTOM, : 

Liverpool, Sept. 1st, 188, 





Dear Sir,—All my customers speak well of your bait, and 
as lam nearly without 1 will thank you to send meon6 
dez. more, Please send at once, as I have several waiting 
fcr it.—HEnky Boorn, 

13, Chanot Street, Hull, Tune 2oth, 1883, 


Mr, J. E. Gold, 284, Waterloo Road, 8.5. 

Sir,—Please send me another packet of King’s Natural 
Bait same as previously supplied. I have used it on several 
occas ons, and can certainly say I find it a capital substi- 
tute for the ordinary bread paste. It hinds well to the hook, 
and the fish evidently hke it, as each time I have bad very 
fair takes of both roach and bream.—Yours truly, A. F, 
Cow Lry. 

11, Fenwick Road, East Dulwich, 





In packets, 3d., 6d. & 1s. each. Postage extra. 


CEROLEUM. 


| A Waterproof Dressing for Hemp and Silk Fishing 


Lines, Boots, Leggings, &c. 


The “ Trent Otter’? (Mr. J. W. Martin) says; “I cari cora 
dially recommerd your Ceroleum, to pike fishers generally, 
for with it a line may be made to Jast double the time it 
would without, and two dressings of the line as directed is 
quite sufficient for a seas6n’s pike fishing, 

“A great advantage with it is, it does not cause the line 
to be stiff and rigid, nor leave any objectionable stickiness,’? 


In packets, 6d. and Is. each. 


WM. KING, Chemist, 1, New Road, Commercial Road, 
Lonvon, EB, 


[PREROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, b-rns, &c, EnglishColony.  Fuil particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editer, Fisnrne GAZEITE, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C, 








FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
A NGLERS SHOULD INSPECT and 
-& Purchase the Rev, Houghton’s Work on 
“British Fishes” from J. Rnowees, in Div, 14, 
Stall 441, The Promenade, 
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STRAWSON'S WATERPROOF, & 


NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the x 
RIVERS OR MOORS without having \é, 
his Boots dressed with it, 





*° 

















To Punters, and for Snipe and Wild Duck Shoeting.on 
esate a of Lakes, and In Fenny Country, it is indispen- 
sible. 

Fishermen and Sailors will find it the best composillon 
for dressing Sea Boots, Sea water being very injurious to 
leather, as when once thoroughly wet with it, they are a 
long time in dryIng ; this can be prevented by the free use 
of the Composition, 

Soldiers on the March, in Camp, orin Trenches, should 
freely use itin all weathers, as even in hot dry weather 
it preserves the leather from the action of the sun and 
keeps the feet cool. 

Does not prevent the polishofgood Blacking. Invalu- 
able in preserving the softness and Improving the appear- 
ance of Ladies’ Kid Boots, as well as Gentlemen's, as it 
cannot injure the most delicate Leather, and 1s the best 
dressing for Harness 


One of the best preparations for Roots, Shoes, Harness, 
&e., which has come nnder our notice lately is a dressing 
prepared by STRAWSON & Co., of Exeter. By its use the }qp 
durability of leather of all kinds fs greatly increased. It 
is WATERPROOF, and completely resists damp from rain, 
snow. and wet grass. It has peculiar softening properties 
which render jt invaluable for sportsmen. A better snow 
and webresister we have never met with.”” Lund and Water. 








Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
Ironmongers, & others; A ‘ 
“38,255 5S., & TOS.each, 


6] Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor— 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lant, LEEDS. | 


Manager: II Streneson, late of Fereter [sf] 
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THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. : 
With the first issue (Fisude ye: 785845 of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
° FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AW ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 

A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC 
TURE, Ete. i 

HABITS AND HABITATS, 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. - 

WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 

THEM, ‘“Z 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc, 
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Tue AmERIcAN ANGLER is published on Saturday.of each 
week, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; _ 
N« tes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing trom all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American witers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have aiready appeared in the columns — 
of Tu ANGLER, which is the only paper published in Ame= 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and Ek cultnae . % 

Subscription per annum - 16s. 3 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 4 
WM. C. HARRIS, ~— 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, i 
252, BROADWAY, © 
(Opposite City Hall Park), ‘ 





NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. 
FOOD. FOOD. FOOD, 
6d, per Pkt. PREPARED 6d. per Pkt. 


ANTS’ EGGS 


A Nourishing #ood for all kinds of 
Fresh Water Fish. J 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F,B.H.S. 
Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c, fox 


x the Aquaria, 

53, King William Street, City, and South»Hastern 
___ ‘Railway Station, Cannon Street, 
N.B.=This Food is juvaluable to Breeders of al} 
kinds of Fish, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
for Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisuinc Gazette, No. 1 2 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to theirletters, but as a guarantee 
of gocd faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 


Tus Fisuixe GAzzrrr is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. 


H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Anrual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; or post 
ree, 10s, 6d, : 

To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of 
Tus Fisurnc GazgiTE, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E,C. 


American Office and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 


N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs. Simpson Low, Marston, anv Co., the Proprietors, 
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CHUB-FISHING. 


gets have been feeding well the last week or two, and will 
continue to take as long as this warm weather lasts. The 
best way to fish for chub is from a canoe or a boat, as you can 
then get at the fish quietly, and send your bait right into their 
feeding places. I had a very jolly afternoon’s chubbing recently. 
A friend had invited):me down to his. place to fish a lake con- 
taining monstrous carp, bream, and tench, and we tried them for 
an hour or two, but the water was like green pea soup in colour, 
and nothing but small bream, perch, and roach would look at our 
float line orledger. ‘I tell you what_we’ll do: there is {a river 
near here with alot of chub in it. Iwill send my canoe up 
stream, and we will drive to meet it, and then I will paddle you 
down 10 miles or so while you fish.’ This suited me exactly, 
and after lunch we started for the canoe. ‘There shelies, floating 
over a deep black hole. She will just hold two, and I take my 
seat in the bow, and my friend—an adept with the paddle, for- 
tunately—steers. A split-cane fly-rod, a fly cast, and running 
line, a big red-spinner, with half-a-dozen gentles on the hook, 
are the tools Iam to work with. ‘Are you ready?” Then off we 
go, and look out for your rod and_ hat,” and presently we are 
being carried down one of the prettiest little streams I have been 
on foralongtime. It hascut its way into the rich loamy ground, 
and pursues its course in the most crooked manner imaginable ; 
trees line the banks in most places, and their boughs often inter- 
lace over our heads; indeed, in some places it looks as if we were 
hurrying into ahedge. I never did such a rapid bit of fishing in 
my life. We had ten miles to do in about. three hours, 
so that it was impsssible to fish properly, . All I could 
do was to spot a likely place, rapidly get a good swing 
on to the heavyish bait, and bring it down with a flop 
close in under‘the bank. ‘‘ Aha! that was a fish,” says my friend, 
as I strike; and he soon sees that I want the canoe 
stopped for a little while we kill our first chub. My! how he 
fights in the strong stream. Twice he rushes right under the 
canoe, but comes up gasping at last, and the net is put under 
him. On we go again: now I get a cast to the right and now to 
the left, but even for the best places there is only time for one 
cast. ‘Hang on tothat grass for a minute,” I cry to my friend, 
as a beautiful pool comes into view round the corner. ‘‘ There 
must be a fish in that quiet eddy,”—pointing to a hollow in the 
clay bank where the stream had worn it away. ‘“ Yes,” says my 
friend ; ‘“I’ll bet you a new hat there is a fish there—they always 
lie under those clay banks.” Flop goes the fly-bait, splash goes 
the chub, for this fellow came like a bull-dog at it, By the time 
he was killed we had floated down some distance without noticing 
it, or I should have had another here. Out of places like this, 
_ or just below some ripple near the edge, I got fish every now and 
then ; they generally took the bait directly it touched the water, 
and you must keep a sharp look-out for the rise, as it is often 
merely a little turn in the water, or else a little wave follows the 
bait as you begin to draw it for another ;cast. When you see 
this, stop the bait, wait a second, and then strike, and you are 





pretty sure to have your fish. The great thing is to be in a boat 
or else wading, so that you can keep close to the level of the 
water; froma high bank like this, it is almost useless to try and 
get at the fish when they are feeding at the top. As it was, I 
only missed two out of the few rises which I got in the ten miles, 
for the fish were not feeding well. But we arranged to have a 
whole day at it soon with some small frogs as bait,—they are more 
attractive to chub than turtle soup to an alderman. They have to 
be cast exactly as in up-stream worm-fishing—swung ‘out over 
hand and boldly “flopped” into the enemy’s dining-room, avoid- 
ing jerks as much as possible. Of course, when going- 
down a rapid stream like this, with trees ali round you and only 
opportunity for a cast now and then, you must get hung up occa- 
sionally, and the advantage of striking from the reel is very 
apparent. ‘‘ Now we are coming to a nasty bit ; down with the 
rod, and duck your head.” And as I hastily turn my head I see 
I have only just time to recover from the cast I had last made 
and drop the rod to the level of the water as we shoot under a 
low bridge, with ‘‘ sharp, sunk piles” within an inch or two. of 
our frail birch bark canoe. I tell my friend he is making the 
worst of it, and he saysI shall steer through myself next time; 
and then I observe that there really are snags just below the 
surface and so close on each side that I could touch them as we 
shoot under the bridge. A little lower down we land, and the 
stiffness I feel from sitting in the canoe for nearly four hours 
makes me wonder if I could swim supposing I don’t get the 
canoe over those snags all right. 

“Well, you have caught nothing but frogs in that old pond, I 
know.” 

This slightly sarcastic welcome from my host’s good lady is 
turned into a look of astonishment as four or five brace of silvery 
chub are turned out on to the lawn, and then to regret that such 
handsome fish are not good eating ! 

R. B. Marston. 








FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 


HAVE been thinking for some time past of sending you a few 

notes on fly-fishing for trout, and am reminded of my inten- 
tions by your hints a week or two back on the subject, and by the 
letter of a ‘Would-be Fly-fisher” in your issue of the 18th. 
As I have been for the last four years at the river-side in Hamp- 
shire on an average about two days a week from one end of the 
season to the other, I have necessarily acquired some experience 
in many little details, which are not to be found in books, though 
I may say that I personally learnt to throw a fly entirely from the 
very clear directions given in Stewart’s ‘Practical Angler,” and 
by Mr. Francis in his smaller book on angling. My hints, Mr. 
Editor, will be supplementary to yours, and I trust that they will 
be found useful, at any rate to those commencing the delightful 
art of fly-fishing; and I must premise that when I speak of fly- 
fishing it is only fishing with a dry fly up or across stream for 
rising trout that I consider worthy to be called sport ; but having 
learnt this, any other style which wind or weather may occasionally 
force one to adopt is comparatively simple: The art of throwing 
a fly, and the difficulty of acquiring this art, depends mainly, L 
think, on the choice of the rod. Anglers differ on this point ; but 
the result of my observation and practice is that a rod cannot be 
too stiff so longas it is kept within the proper weight, and above 
all things is not top-heavy. It is, however, curious how people 
differ in their estimate of.stiffmess in a rod, and this I cannot 
better illastrate than by asking you, Mr. Editor, if you remember 
mentioning to me in a letter that, though you were an advocate 
for stiff rod, yet that you had to return one or more to a certain 
maker because he had made them so stiff that you could not fish 
with them? Now, my experience with the same maker was this : 
I ordered a rod from him as stiff as he could possibly make it. 
He made me three, and I have never used any of them because 
they were not stiff enough for me. A whippy rod I abominate ; 
it is perfectly useless unless there is absolutely no wind. Iam 
speaking, remember, of dry fly-fishing. From much ob- 
servation of first-rate fishermen, I notice that there are two 
entirely distinct methods of delivering the fly. With a whippy 
tod the middle of the line, or thereabouts, falls. first on. 
the water. The rest of it then rolls out. With a rod of what 
I consider the proper stiffness, the line is sent straight out. over 
the water till it is nearly above the spot where you wish to drop 
your fly, the last yard or two then falls quietly. To talk about a 
fly falling first on the water before any of the line isa poet’s 
fancy. What a difference there is, too, in the action of the two 
rods in casting the line forward, The top half of the whippy 
rod gives at first to the weight of the line, which is extended in 
the air behind the caster, and is bent over backward, and it is 
only after some seconds that the elasticity of the rod begins to 
tell, and then, by that elasticity, the line is flung forward; whereas 
the stiff rod, immediately on the forward motion being communi 
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cated to it by the wrist, picks up the line from its backward 
extension and puts it (this is the only term for it) at once 
straight out to its destination. 

My advice, then, to the young fly-fisher is, have your rod as 
stiff as possible—ro feet is ample for length for a one-handed 
rod—and the weight should not be over 12 oz. Stiff rods have 
two slight disadvantages compared with the whippy ones, viz., 
in striking a fish—an expression which I think ought never to 
have been invented, and which I shall hereafter refer to—and in 
playing it when hooked; but these two difficulties will soon be 
overcome with a little practice, and then the great advantage of 
the stiff rod will soon be seen, not the least of which is that its 
possessor will often make a good bag when boisterous weather or 
an unfavourable wind will entirely prevent the use of the whippy 


rod, i: RIC eee 
(To be continued.) 








ANGLING RAMBLES IN NORTH WALES. 


LEFT town about two weeks ago to wander about North 
Wales, fishing or otherwise touristing, and if you will allow 
me, I shall let you know occasionally how I get on, It is just 
possible I may tumble across some “‘ good thing” in the way of 
trout or salmon quarters; but I rather doubt it. ‘‘Good things” 
in fishing are as scarce in North Wales as elsewhere, and any 
decent bit of water means ‘strictly preserved,” or daily, weekly, 
and monthly tickets, with enthusiasts from Liverpool, Bir- 
mingham, &c., whacking away all round you. My frst halting 
place was Rhyl, about 54 hours from Euston—a town on a sand- 
bank, very flat and very windy—with a lodging-house esplanade 
facing the sea, and, of course, a pier. It was Bank Holiday the 
day I arrived, and as an excuse for getting me in nearly an hour 
late to the station, they told me there were nineteen excursion 
trains in—and it was easy to believe it, when I had time to look 
about me. After getting comfortably fixed in a very good-looking 
hotel, it seemed as if all the townsfolk from the Midlands that 
wanted washing had mutually agreed to get it over at the one 
time and be done with it altogether. Up and down they 
swarmed, ‘‘some in rags, and some in tags, and some in velvet 
gowns”; on spotted horses, on wiry donkeys, in by-the-hour 
traps, and as to tricycles they were not to be numbered. But 


riding or driving they must all be on the parade, up and 


down before the balcony windows, where those who were in 
town for the week or so, visitors, not “‘trippers’’—a lofty 
distinction to be religiously observed in Rhyl—sat with coats off, 
picking shrimps, watching niggers, &c. This was all very well 
as an elucidation of ‘‘where to spend a happy day’”’; but for 
fishing and fishing quarters I seemed to have got a little mixed. 
However, I was acting from “information received.” A friend of 
mine had stayed here some years ago, and he told me rare stories 
about the rivers Clwyd and Elwys, and the sport to be got; how 
the Clwyd, a sluggish, slow-going stream, wandered steadily 
through the Vale of St. Asaph, with here and there fine bits of 
runs and rapid waters, grand pools, where lots of real good trout 
got on and prospered. The river was not easy to fish, and they 
had snug quarters under its deep banks, from which nearly all the 
way along twisting roots grew down far, and the continuations of 
same roots upwards formed a leafy nuisance; one could not poke 
a rod through to “‘ wriggle” a worm, let alone work a fly ; but the 
trout were there, and that was a great thing to know, whilst from 
the middle of August to November there was not a pool or likely 
spot that might not hold a salmon—perhaps 10 lb., perhaps 30 lb. 
weight, with any amount of ‘“sewin” or ‘‘mort,” as they call 
them ;—“‘peal,” I call them. A gentleman, writingito the Mieldthree 
weeks ago, said the “‘sewin”’ were white trout—sea trout. Well, 
I don’t know what fish he saw and heard called “sewin’’; but 
what they call by that name in this part are certainly not white 
trout, but genuine peal. I have fished for twenty years in South 
of Ireland and many places, and cannot be mistaken as to what 
constitutes a white trout. To show that the natives are not to 
be regarded as absolute authorities, I asked a man who lived by net- 
fishing only three days ago what he called a fish about 2 lb. weight 
he had just hauled in, and that I had bought for 8d. He said they 
called ’em “‘sewin.”? ‘Yes, I know; but what is a ‘sewin’?” 
“Well,” says he, ‘‘it’s a white trout now, but it would grow intoa 
salmon next year.” This isa digression. To get away back. The 
other river, the Elwys, my friend told me was quite another 
sort—a lively, dashing stream—all runs and stones and 
dancing waters, equally full of fish, though perhaps the 
trout did not run so large. -These two rivers meet half a mile 
above Rhuddlan and its fine old castle, and run into the sea 
three miles lower down, at a place called “The Voryd,” half a 
mile from Rhyl. The fishing of these two rivers was in the 
hands of conservators, who issued tickets at acheap rate. This was 





the information I received that made me decide on Rhyl as my first 
abiding place, and it was encouraging enough; but—and here is 

where the awkward bit comes in—the information was right 
enough as applied to matters twelve years ago. Now things were all 
changed: ‘No conservators,” ‘‘no tickets,” ‘‘rivers strictly pre- 

served and in the hands of proprietors,’ ‘“‘ might get leave for 
the day by writing,” &c. I was getting a ‘“‘brush up” and all 

this pleasant intelligence at the same time from Mr. Halwood, 

the local ‘‘ [ruefit’? and proprietor of the fishing-tackle empo- 
rium, who was very civil in giving me such information as he™ 
could. ‘All the gentlemen come to me for their flies and 

licenses. You must take out a license—ss. for trout and 20s. for 
salmon or sewin. There is a very nice place to fish called 
Llanfair ; it is about twelve miles from Rhyl, and a pleasant drive 
through Pensarn and Abergele. The trout are small, as a rule; 

but from this out the salmon and sewin will be running up, and 
there are plenty of big trout, too, if you can catch them. But, 

indeed, it is no use your going anywhere to fish until we get 
rain. Rivers are all dried up. Hope it will stay fine until 
to-morrow, for the Cattle Show. Certain to bring lots of people. 

Don’t want anything else. Thank you, sir. Good afternoon. 

When it is wet, go to Llanfair.” 

Well, it stepped fine that night, and I went to the Cattle Show, 
where, by good luck, I meta friend, and got permission through 
him to fish a good stretch of the Clwyd, and Elwys too. So all 
I had to do now was wait for the rain. The Cattle Show must 
have been a monetary success. I heard over 5,000 people paid 
admission; but as a show it didnot seem to mecreditable to two 
large counties. There were a few good beasts and three or four 
good pens of sheep, but the pigs and poultry were the worst I 
ever saw. In the horse-and-trap competition, Mr. Cossens, of 
Cheshire notoriety, had a nice, corky goer, that lifted his legs all 
round and looked a great deal better on the move than when: 
standing ; he won easy, with nothing in a large class near him. 
The jumping was very bad: the horses knew their business, but 
the riding could not be beat for ‘‘ badness,” There was a Dog 
Show also, and the collection would lead one to wonder what 
was the price of rope where the animals were reared. One or 
two colleys were good, and there were nice “‘ dachshunds,” but 
most of the others were very bad. 

All night it rained, and next afternoon I drove to Llanfair or 
Llanfair Talhairn (I don’t profess to accuracy in names, and 
certainly not in spelling them). The river (upper part of the 
Elwys) was coming down a smart flood, running not ten yards 
from the Black Inn, where a fisherman can stay comfortably. 
They are very civil, and have good whiskey—a most important 
consideration aftera hard day. I did not attempt to fish that 
evening in the black flood, and it was two days before the river 
went down fit for operations. About three miles from Lianfair 
there is a reservoir which holds some good trout and plenty of 
them. I went one day up to that, but could not do much fishing: 
it was too wet and boisterous. I killed one trout, $1b., but was 
thinking more of getting under the lee of anything that would 
shelter me than catching trout. The reservoir was high up towards 
the top of aminiature mountain, without a bit of cover, and I had 
not brought a mackintosh. How therain could come down with 
the wind blowing three or four gales rolled into one, I don’t 
know; but come down it did, and worked its’ way very near to 
my skin before I got back to the ‘‘ Black.”’ They gave me a bit of 
well-kept, well-cooked Welsh mutton, good potatoes, peas, and 
bread, fair beer and excellent whisky—good enough. I could 
only fish the next day, as I wanted to be at Llandudno in the 
evening. ‘The river was in capital order, a good porter colour, 
and fair height. The first part has some good runs, and there 
is a nice pool below the weir by the mill. Seventeen trout was 
my bag at three o’clock, all small—the best, and by far the 
largest, was ? lb., and I killed him with a minnow; the rest with 
fly. I did not try worms at all. Itis very likely my bag would 
have been better filled, but that I put up a cast of big flies and 
triedfor ‘‘ sewin’’ most of the time, but did not get a move out 
of one, or even see one jump. They may not have got up so far 
yet, but must be on their way, fora gentleman told me that two 
weeks ago a proprietor living just above Rhuddlan took fifty 
salmon with a net out of one of the best fishing pools in the river 
—the Junction Pool. If that is the case, some fish were certainly 
on their way up.. It is to be hoped many more of those following 
will not be stopped in an equally abrupt manner. 

I am not sure whether I shall now go and try the Conway about 
Trefriew for a salmon, or potterabout a bit longer for trout ; but if 
you wish, will write you again intwo orthree weeks. It is a bit 
too early yet in the Conway and Lledr for salmon, but the Belle- 
vue Hotel at Trefriew, and the Bendabieu at Dolwyddelen are good 
enough places to stop at, with or without fishing, and country 
round charming. : 

LoucH Manon, 
[Shall be glad to hear how you get on,—Eb. | 
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ROACH FISHING AND OTHERWISE. 


Wy" Saas do I mean by otherwise? Well, several things— 

roach frightening for one. I went out for a day. witha 
friend a short time back, who will make an admirable illustration 
of what I call a clever, scientific roach-frightener. I had often 
heard him spoken of as a capital fisherman: ‘Oh, yes, he is a 
very artful chap—gets fish when nobody else can,” &c. So I 
rather counted upon learning something (I amalways open toa 
wrinkle or two). On reaching the water he figured about more 
than I liked on the high bank, but having got all ready he crept 
cautiously down to the water’s edge, and seated himself behind 
some rushes and flags, which screened him capitally; and after 
some quarter hour’s patient waiting out came a very good roach, 
and with it came the disillusion, for he landed it on the high 
bank behind him, and forthwith scrambled up there to unhook it, 
bait up, &c., and then erep¢ back again to his seat, and this was 
repeated about every twenty minutes or half an hour, by which 
time those he had previously frightened had forgotten it and 
returned, or fresh ones came. Whereas, had he eft out of sight, 
landing his fish into his hands as he sat, and dropping them into 
his basket at his side, without so much as showing the tip of his 
nose, he might, instead of the six or eight he caught, have 
had ten times that number. 

But, I fancy, if our Editor has waded in this rather rambling 
stream to this point he is beginning to elevate his eye- 
brows, and is saying, ‘Wonder what in the world has 
made this correspondent break out like this?” Well, 
Mr. ‘“‘Creel”’ is responsible, as it is entirely owing to having 
read his capital article in last week’s GAzErrE on “Roach 
Fishing in Still and Running Waters.” I derived very great plea- 
sure from its perusal—in fact, have looked it through two or three 
times. To any one willing to learn, it contains valuable hints and 
suggestions, and whena man has got past learning anything 
further in the gentle art I would not give much for his stock of 
knowledge. 

As Iread the thought ‘struck me I could add a word or two 
that might not be quite useless. In the first place, I note he 
condemns running tackle for roach-fishing, because ‘‘a slack line 
is most inimical to the capture of roach.” Quite right, Mr. Creel, 
I am not going to dispute that for one moment—it is my own ex- 
perience exactly. But how about it if you are fishing where there 
are big carp, tench, and bream, asI generally do? I used running 
tackle and frequently lost my roach bites; then I discarded the 
running gear, and frequently lost big fish, tackle and all, but'am 
happy to say have hit upon a plan whereby I now, generally 
speaking, manage to nick the roach and get the other gentlemen 
too. 

One evening last summer, at a favourite spot of mine, I hooked 
and landed a beautiful bream, scaling 42 1b. good when I got 
home, which was caught on a No. ro crystal hook, on the finest 
drawn gut Mrs, Williams could put it on, and which, had I not 
been using running tackle, must have smashed me as he started up 
under a brick bridge, close to which I was fishing; but by stepping 
down the bank inacontrary direction to that which he took I was 
enabled to get on toa part of the bank which projected suffi- 
_ ciently to enable me to keep my line clear of the angle of the 
brick work, against which it would otherwise have been cut to a 
certainty. My plan, from its very simplicity, may not have 
occurred to some, and this must be my excuse for explaining it. 
In the first place, I like my gut bottom to be from 18 inches to 
2 feet longer than the water is deep, not more; having joined 
this to my running tackle, I next take a little piece of stick about 
an inch long, (the stalk of a fusee ora piece of match answers 
admirably) and attach it byits middle to the running line close 
to the gut line, say within an inch, by two half hitches; it then 
hangs by its middle at right angles with the line. A moderately 
stiff silent check reel isnecessary. Now wind up any slack which 
may be hanging about until the piece of wood is brought up close 
to the top ring of the rod; you cannot possibly pull it through 
the rings, and it will not catch up. You are now prepared for 
any emergency—the quickest roach bite or the more sluggish pull 
of a large fish of any other kind; and in all casesI like to strike 
from the reel. I generally use a 20 foot rod, having the reel 
mounted just above the first joint.. I like a fine but strong Not- 
ingham silk twist forrunning line; this runs so easily in upright 
rings that by pulling a yard off the reel and slipping off the 
bottom joints before taking the line out of the water, the hooks 
come beautifully to the hand for rebaiting, &c., without rising 
from your seat. 

“Creel” goes on to speak of self-cocking floats. I-had no 
idea that they were at all known or used, although I had been in 
the habit of making and using them myself for some years now, 
and flattered myself I had hit upon a new and original notion ; 
but I do not think I quite like “ Creel’s” way of making them. 
He suggests “ pulling the plug out, and putting sufficient shot in 


the quill end to sink them the required depth.’ I do not like 
plugged floats at all ; they generally leak, let the water in, and are 
oftentimes a nuisance. Especially would this, I think, be the case 
when the plug had once been taken out. 

To make a self-cocking float I proceed as follows :—-Obtain 
large goose and turkey quills according to size required, cut off 
about an inch below commencement of the hackle, and remove 
all hackle cleanly from the quill, leave the pith in, take a piece of 
lead about the size of a match, tie with little piece of thread to 
the further end of the quill, drop into a pan of water, and if too 
heavy cut offa little piece of the lead until the quill stands half 
an inch out of water. Now lay it aside in a warm place to dry in 
case any little water may have got in, afterwards push the little 
strip of lead into the pith at the cut-end of the quill—this keeps 
it firm and steady—and touch both ends, particularly the bottom 
one, carefully with sealing-wax, and this will make all perfectly 
water-tight. It only remains to obtain at any chemist’s a little 
piece of small indiarubber tubing, and cutting off two pieces 
about a finch long, slip one on each end of your quill to pass 
the line through, and you have, to my mind, as perfect a float as 
possible for fine fishing in still, or comparatively still water. Of 
course, it would not do for running water, as the bait would not 
reach the bottom ; but neither this float nor the finest tackle ever 
made, orany other, wili effect a good catch of fish unless accom- 
panied by the greatest quiet and care to keep well out of sight. 
Some may think my friend of whom I first wrote an uncommonly 
silly fellow. I can only say that plenty such are to be seen by 
the riverside -any day. M.. B.C. 

[‘‘M. B. C.’s” suggestions are very sensible, and his plan of 
striking on a tight line which can also be used as a running lire 
is very good. A simple plan for making a self-cocking float is to 
roll a bit of lead off a roll plummet round the float at the lower 
end, The metal ring in the end of the float prevents the lead 
slipping off. A porcupine float isa good one to use in this way, 
which we have always found answers perfectly, and it has the 
advantage of not spoiling the float for other purposes as the lead 
can be rolled on or taken off ina few seconds. It is advisable 
to use as little weight as possible, as fine tackle will not stand the 
strike. ‘‘M. B. C.’s” plan is preferable where such a float is 
always used.—ED. ] 








THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE NEW THAMES FISHERY By-LAws, 


1883. 

Sizes of Fish. 

Inches. Inches. 
Pike or jack nic ve .. 18 | Trout ais ie 5 nee LO 
Perch aA ff zie wn (oseereamn, an an = ee tO 
Chub at. os sc .. Io |Carp we at an toy DO 
Roach she of G0 ate 7 | Tench ne An ae Ef 8 
Dace Be re ae va, Ol Rudd re ap ate en O 
Barbel A is Fic ceed. Gudgeonia er ae Newey: 


The measurement the extreme length. 


Night Fishing from Boats. 

No person can fish from any vessel, boat, or punt, for, or take or attempt to 
take, above Richmond Bridge, any fish except in the day-time—that is to say, 
between the beginning of the Jast hour before sunrise and the end of the first 
hour after sunset. 


Number of Rods to each Angler. ‘ 
No person can use more than two rods at any one and the same time for 
angling. ‘ 
T OMGg T. Spreckiey, Chairman. 
W. H. BrouGHaM, Secretary. 
7, Ironmonger Lane, August, 1833. 





ANGLING COMPETITION FOR £100, OPEN TO ALL ENGLAND. 





SEVENTEENTH GREAT ALL-ENGLAND ANGLING SWEEPSTAKES, 


Mr. James Wragg, Queen Inn, Scotland Street, Sheffield, now takes the 
pleasure to announce to all his angling friends and the public generally in 
Sheffield and surrounding districts that he will give £100 to be competed for 
in the Witham, at Dogdyke, between Lincoln and Boston, to be drawn at Mr, 
Beecham’s, Packet Inn, Dogdyke, on Monday, August 27th, 1883. 


ae Saree ess. ds 
First prize is ve 30 o O| Seventh prize ., ce 4 10 0 
Second prize .. Py. 20 0 0| Eighth prize hie Ze 16 oO 
Third prize ie A I2 0 O| Ninth prize ost ne 3) O%G 
Fourth prize ., oe 9 © o| Tenth prize or 2° TOG 
Fifth prize be ve 7 © O| Eleventh prize .. ve ZAvOn LG 
Sixth prize. “€ 5 © O| Twelfth prize .. oe Eton Oo 


Also a number of minor prizes. Entrance, 5s. each. Open to all-England. 
The fishing rules strictly adhered to. 
Entries can be made at Mr. Wragg’s, Queen Inn, Scojland Street, Sheffield. 


s 


A18 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Arnold, roach and perch, 6 Jb. 13}0z.; Mr. Harding, roach, dace, 
perch, chub, and gudgeon, 7 1b.; Mr. Wicks, one jack, 2 1b. 5,0z. ;, Mr. 
Chevalier, bream; Mr. Binks, one jack; Mr. Shury, roach, 3 lb. 6 oz, ; Mr. 
Partrick, roach, 4 Ib. 144 oz., and one fish, 1]b. 4 oz; Mr, Dwelley, roach and 
dace; Mr. Carrington, perch; Mr. Lewis, roach. On September 2 
the members will fish fur seven prizes—a pair of trousers, perch rod, spinning 
rod, value 10s. 6d., half sovereign, pair of lustres, and a pair of decanters. The 
water to be fished—River Stort, from Burnt Mill to Harlow Lock—roaming 
match—all to go down by first train, to meet at seven o'clock p.m, to weigh 
fish at the Railway Hotel, Burnt Mill.—J. WorLEDGE, sec. 





BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club fished a match at Pulborough on the 19th inst., G. 
Munford first, C. Hedges being second. Mr. Crane’s prizes will be fished at 
Woking on the 26th inst. On September gth, Mr. Burgess’s prize will be 
fished at Bourne End, Those members who are going are requested to send 
their names in by the 4th of September. On Wednesday, Mr. W. Edwards 
weighed in jack and perch frcm the Colne, one jack going 9 lb. 4 oz. Pav ihes 
Birkett, jack and dace.—A. SAMPSON, jun., hon. sec. 


BERESFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had’a fine show of fish on the 19th, Mr. Weller having nearly 19 lb. of 
bream, all good fish; Mr. Whitaker, two jack, one just under 5 lb , together 
with roach and dace; Mr. Sames; had some barbel and three jack, two of the 
barbel were fine specimens, weighing just upon 11 lb. the pair. One member, 
Mr. Sames, whilst punt fishing, rescued in a miraculous manner an anger who, 
being seized with a fit whilst standing on the bank at Staines, fell into deep 
water. Mr. Sames, hearing a scream, saw what had happened, and, throw- 
ing off his coat, jumped out of the punt, swam to the young man, who had 
sunk and lay at the bottom, and diving for him, after great difficulty got him 
up. This is the second life Mr. Sames has saved whilst angling. On the 
former occasion he was awarded the Royal Humane Society’s medal, and I 
think he deserves another. No doubt tho e who saw the rescue will report it 
to the proper authorities; but I know Mr. Sames is the last man to require any 
recognition of his bravery, and probably will be very angry with me il he sees 
this in print.—E. G. ELLts, sec. pro tem. 


BERMONDSEY BROTHERS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

Most of our members fished for prizes at Pulborough on the 19th, and spent 
a very pleasant day. All prizes were taken. First, Mr. Frost, with bream, 
perch, and gudgeon; second, Mr. Conn, with dace and roach; third, Mr. 
Sherwall, sen., bream and gudgeon.—W. Court, sec. 

BRIGHTON ANGLERS' ASSOCIATION. 

Weather here beautiful, but rather too bright for killing large fish. Wehad 
a fair muster at Chichester on the 19th, when a competition took place. Prizes 
were taken by Mr. W. Park (first), Mr. Batchelor (second). Nothing in the 
way of extraordinary catches were recorded. On Monday next, August 27th, 
the association intend ho'ding their third annual outing at Leonardslee, Lower 
Beeding, the seat of W. E. Hubbard, Esq., who has again very kindly granted 
us the use of his beautiful grounds and lakes. The committee have arranged a 
capital programme of sports for prizes given by members and friends, consisting 
of flat racing, three-legged and Siamese twin race, walking match, fishing 
competition, &c. Dinner on table at 5.30. Fine weather, and a plentiful 
supply of good things to satisfy the inner man will enable all present to say— 
«* Dum vivimus vivamus, et chacun a son gout,’’—PIsCATOR. 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. ul 
We had a good show of fish at this club on August 19. Mr. W. 
Strong, with three jack, the heaviest being 4 1b. 540z.; Mr. Wilson, roach and 
dace; Mr. Brant, roach and chub; Mr. Hadkiss, bream from Dagenham; Mr, 
Syddell, some good chub; Mr. Lamb, some perch and roach ; and Mr. Reeve-, 
a very nice chub, weighing 2 Ib, 124 oz., from the Stort.—T. G. WALKER. 








CAXTONIAN ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

A meeting of the committee was held on Friday, 17th inst., at which several 
new members were elected. The committee proceeded to compile the list of 
prizes, and the president announced that the prizes already settled amounted to 
the value of twenty-four guineas, and that several others were promised. He 
hoped that by the end of the month the list will be complete and in the hands 
of the members. It was announced that the competition for the club prize 
(a silver cup of the value of five guineas) should be competed for in Twicken- 
ham Deeps, on September Igth next. The largest roach caught on that day, 
between g a.m. and 6 p.m, to win the prize. 

CITY OF LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Thursday last, the 16th inst., a match took place at Newton, Mere, when 
we had a fair muster of members. Starting from Lime Street Station at 
8 a.m., the scene of operations was reached soon after 9 o’clock, and being 
favoured with very fine weather, a most enjoyable day was spent, and some 
very fair catches made. The first prize for the heaviest creel of fish was taken 
by Mr. Gregory; the second prize, for second heaviest creel, by Captain 
Hoblyn ; the third prize, for third heaviest creel, by Mr. Till; the fourth prize, 
for heaviest single fish, by Captain Hoblyn.—R. P. PICKTHALL. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 12th, Messrs. Harris, Crouch, and Gentry visited the association 
water at Weybridge. The result was a fair show of bream, roach, and perch, 
but they arrived too late to weigh. On the 19th, Mr. Castell weighed in 
7 lb. 4 oz. of breamfand roach, and Mr. Nitz 2 Ib. 10} oz., both from Dagenham 
and Mr. Chambers bream and roach from Amberley.—Cas. A 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Several of our members have had good sport lately, notably Messrs. West 
and Harris, with bream and perch. The former weighed in a brace of fine 
perch, caught at Fritton, the one scaling 21b. 41 0z., and the other 1 lb. 7 O23 
and Mr. Harris, one perch of 1 lb., taken on Monday, 13th inst., at Fritton, 
Mr. Keiley has taken some good fish at Henley, and landed four dozen roach 
and two jack ia an hour and a half. Mr. Sidney Parsons has also been very 
successful, and recently weighed in a golden carp of 1 lb. 10 0z,—J. G 
LE Grys, hon, sec, s oe 
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EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The show of fish at the above sociely on the rgth inst. was not so good as 
we have been having, though we hada ve y nice show. The principal takes 
were as under:—Mr. G. Stevens, bream and. roach; Mr. G. Crane, roach and 
dace (the dace were very fine fish) ; Mr. J. Collyer, nice jack; Mr. F. A. Gray, 
jack.—F. A, GRAY, sec, 


GLOBE ANGLING SCCIETY. 

The following is the weight of fish weighed in by our members on 
the r2th inst. :—Messrs. S. Howell, 7} 1b. of roach and bream; J. Titmus, * 
1 Ib. 62 oz. of bream; D. Thomas, 1 Ib. 14 oz. of bream ; J.J. etolmes; 
1b. 2 oz. of roach and dace; S. Orram, 3 Ib. 8 oz. ofroachand bream; W. J. 
Davies, 1]b. of roach and perch; Andaer, 10 02, of roach; H. Jeffries, 84 oz. 
of roach; J. Ballard, 2 1b. 7 oz. of bream ; C. Russell, 6 Ib. 63 oz. of roach and 
bream.—JosH. J, HOLMES, secretary. : ; 

On Monday evening, August 2oth, at 8.30, the members of this siciety met 
at their club-house, the George Hotel, Fonthi!] Road, Finsbury Park, and 
having taken a social glass, proceeded on their way, headed by their treasurer 
and secretary, to pay a complimentary visit to their late treasurer, Mr. H. 
Hobbs, at the Bank of Friendship, Highbury Vale, who gave them a hearty 
welcome. At go’clock the chair was taken by Mr. Allen, and many good 
songs and recitations were given by the company. Mr. J. J. Holmes, the 
secretary, proposed ‘‘ The Health of Mr. H. Hobbs’? in very warm terms, ant 
Mr. Hobbs, in responding, expressed his regret that so jolly a society sbould 
have been compelled to shift their swims from the Bank of Friendship through 
want of accommodation, but he was very glad to find that since their removal 
they had made great progress, and they might rest assured that anything he 
could do to increase their prosperity would give him very great pleasure. In 
conclusion, he wished great success to the Globe Angling Society, and hoped 
for a continuance of their good wishes. Mr. Fitzgerald, en rising to propose 
‘© The Health of Mr. Franks,’’ the present treasurer of this s iciety, said he had 
been puzzling his head for a long while to find out which was the best man, 
their late or present treasurer, but had failed to come to aay coaclusion. They 
were so much alike—being about the same size, and such jolly good-natured 
faces. For his own part he should like to see them have a quiet three rounds 
to decide the question. . The toast having been drunk with great enthusiasm, 
Mr. Franks responded. He thanked the company for the manner they had 
drunk his health, and assured them that it had made him fcel quite proud. 
The kind manner he had been received by Mr. Hobbs had also given him much 
pleasure, and he hoped their friendship would long continue. He assured the . 
members of the Globe Angling Society that anything he could do to make 
them comfortable should receive his sincere attention, A most enjoyab’e 
evening was finished at 12 o’clock with “‘ Auld Lang Syne,”’ in which all the 
company joined,—ONz oF THE COMPANY, 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were not many fish at the club on the roth inst, Mr. Maybury having 
the best show. Our annual dinner took place on Monday last at the Rye 
House Hotel, sixty-four members being present, and partook of one of the 
best dinners we ever sat down to, both for quality and quantity. Mr. Teale 
took the supervision of the dinner, and_a great success it was, Mri, J. 
Tibbatts being chairman, Mr. Jhomas Smith vice-chairman—and we could not 
have chosen better men for the office. Mr. T. Hoole arrived just as we sat 
down, and met with quite an ovation. A telegram was received at the last 
moment from Mr. Geen announcing his regret that he was prevented from 
being present, also from Mr. Crumplen and Mr. Field. After the cloth was 
removed, the chairman, in his usual happy style, gave the usual loyal toast, 
then ‘* Prosperity to the Good Intent Angling Society,”’ and said how p'eased 
he was to sce the society progressing 2s is was, is financial position being 
sound, and alsoits moral tone much higher than when he joined. The secre- 
tary responded briefly, and thanked the members for the assistance and kindness 
he had always received at their hands. Mr. Hoole responded on behalf of the 
angling associations in a most lucid speech, and was most heartily cheered. 
Then followed the ‘‘ Honorary Members,’’ responded to by Mr. W. B. Wood. 
The last, but not least, was ‘‘Our Worthy Hostess at Home, Mrs. Roberts, 
and Family,’’ responded to by Mr. Murphy on ker behalf. The visitors were 
Mr. Salmon and Mr. Bland, and a vote of thanks to Mr. Teale brcught the 
dinner to aclose. At 5 o'clock a 150 yards handicap foot race took place, 
and proved very interesting. Twenty-eight members competed, in heats, 











GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting was held on Tuesday evening at the Masons’ Hall 
Tavern, Basing hall Street. There was a very fair atiendance of members, the 
chair being occupied by the Rev. J. Walker. Several of the members present 
had been out during the past week, but their efforts had not been crowned with 
a very large amount of success. Mr, Youug, however, succeeded in weighing 
in some very good roach and dace, and Dr. Brunton gave a very amusing 
account of a successful venture at jack-fishing, in which he had availed himself 
of the services of a dace which must have possessed a remarkably peasant 
flavour from the fact that it had spent the last 43 years in a mixture of methy= 
Jated spirits andcamphor. Our friend Mr. Jack could certainly not complain 
of an absence of flavour about his last meal. A vote of thanks to the chairman 
brought the evening's business to a close.—H. x 


; HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very large muster of the members of this society competed on the 19th 
inst. for four prizes, given for the Feaviest weights of all fish taken between 
King’s Langley and Boxmoor. ‘The fish were not at all on the feed, owing, no 
doubt, to the brightness of the water and the immense quantity of floating weed 
to be found everywhere ; but, in spite of all these and many other ills to be 
encountered, not forgetting the barges, backwards and forwards, sometimes 
three at one time, the well known energy and perseverance of the competitors 
prevailed, and the result produced a capital display of roach, dace, and perch. 
The first prize (a very handsome morocco leather, illuminated album, given 
by Mr. Charles Rose) was taken by Mr. Edward Wheatley with a fine assort- — 
ment of roach and dace, the remaining prizes, in coin, being taken in order by 
Mr. Higley, Mr. Shipley, and Mr. Charles Rose, with some fine roach and 
dace, some of the former scaling over 1 lb. each. Among the other members 
who added to the display in our trays the most prominent were the following ; 
—Mr. E. Ricketts, Mr. Payne, Mr. Anthony, Mr. Arnald, Mr. S. Howell, 
Mr, Devonshire, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Chas. Otway, and your humble servant.— 
Jas. EDwD: WHEATLEY, sec, 


HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
. Twenty-two members fished for the remaining prizes of the season on the roth 
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inst., at the Rye House. The roll was called at 9.30 in the garden to start 
fishing. The weighing in took place at 7 o’clock in the evening with the 
following result ;—First prize, Mr. Pledger, roach; second, R. Ghurney, jack ; 
third, A. Hattemore, roach; fourth, Mr. Hadkiss, jack; fifth, Mr. Cooper, 
roach; sixth, J. Jevans, roach; seventh, S, Cole, roach; eighth, J. Bagler, 
roach and perch. The annual dinner of this society will take place at the Rye 
House on the 26th inst.—R. GHURNEY. 
INDEPENDENT BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Success has again attended us this week, some very fine fish having been 
placed on our trays, consisting of roach, perch, dace, bream, and gudgeon, by 
Messrs. Hand, S. Wilson, A. Antony, T. Leader, F. Gilbart, and H. Moore. 
—H. Moorg, sec. 

P.S.—We kindly beg to remind all brother anglers and friends that our 
complimentary visit takes place on Thursday next, August 30th, at the 
Brownlow Arms, Betterton Street, Drury Lane, W.C., and also to inform 
them that there shall not be anything wanting to make them comfortable. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. G. Rolt has had some good roach during the past week. Mr. W, 
Wilkinson had, with others, a beautiful roach which weighed 1 lb. 3}.0z. Mr. 
F. A. Hawthorn, Mr. J. Barnes, Mr. C. Green, and Mr. H. Butt weighed in 
rvach, and Mr. W. H. Mecham showed and weighed in bream, roach, and 
rudd. The members are again reminded that three special prizes are to be 
competed for at Broxbourne, on the 26th inst., when it is hoped that all mems 
bers who can compete will do so.—H. B. 

KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had some capital shows onthe 19th. Messrs. E. Saunders, C. Saunders, 
Dutton, Pearce, Bransgrove having bream, roach, and perch, all good samples, 
anc in good condition. We fish our first handicap on the 26th inst , and I 
think it will be a very close contest, as nearly all the members have given in 
their names to compete for the same.—W. Bu1TON, sec. 





LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above club were out on the 19th, and with the excep- 
tion of some fair roach and perch, we had a small show. We hope to be able 
to report a good show.on the 26th, when we fish for our four prizes at Dagen- 
ham Lake.—D. DAvy, sec. 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members who went out met with very indifferent sport on the Igth inst. 
yet we had apretty little show. ‘The following members weighed in :—Mr. B. 
Graham, bream and roach; Mr. Raine, roach; Mr. Petrie, roach, dace, and 
perch; Mr. E. Barr, bream. Better news for you, we hope, next week.—W. 
Brown, Sec. 





PATRIOTIC ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above society paid a visit to the Lea on the 19th 
inst,, Messrs. R. Poole, Hayes, and Fuller returning with a nice show of jack, 
the average weight being nearly 3 lb. each and in good condition.—H. A. 
FULLER, sec. 


PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society weighed in on the 12th inst. Mr. Slater. 
roach and bream; Mr. Maynard roach, gudgeon, and pike; Mr. F. Ashley, a 
very nice show ofroach; Mr. Packer, bream, dace, roach, and gudgeon from 
the Thames; Mr. A. Ashley, avery nice show of gudgeon. On the 19th the 
following members weighed in fish:—Mr. Packer, roach and dace; Mr. Slater, 
bream and roach; Mr. A Ashley, roach; Mr, I’. Ashley, roach. Other mem- 
bers were out, but returned with long faces and empty baskets.—J. G. 


QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were scattered about on the 19th. They must all seem tohave 
met with some sort of sport, Mr. Koopman with 4 Ib. 11} oz. of bream; Mr. 
Walford, 4 lb. 14 oz. of bream; Mr. Davey, 5 lb. 150z. of dace ; Mr. Morgan, 
3 lb. 60z. of dace; Mr, Hodges, 1 lb, 11} 0z. of bream ; Mr. Pratt, 11b. 63 02. 


of dace ; Mr. Carney, 1 lb. 53 oz. of dace; Mr. Pearce, 1 lb. 2 oz. of dace; Mr. | 


A. Chick, 1 lb. of dace. 


RODNEY PISCATORJALS. 


Mr. Arnsby visited ‘* Day’s”’ on the 19th inst., and had some snort among 


the perch. They ran small, but all those that did not come up to the society’s 
standard he returned to the water again. There are plenty of fish here, but it 
is a rare job to get the ‘big un’s on the feed.’’ 
Co. visited Bletchworth. They did pretty fair among the roach, bream, 
and perch in the morning. In the afternoon they visited another spot, 
but here they were very soon informed of the unpleasing fact that it was 
subscription water, and no fishing allowed on that day. Searching for 
‘* waters new’ of the public description made them too late on reaching 
London to exhibit their fish. A general meeting will take place on September 
5th, the anniversary and quarterly night of this society. Mr. Gold paid this 
society a visit on the 22nd, and kindly presented a four-legged camp stool as a 
consolation prize, for which on behalf of the society I tender my sincere 
thanks. I visited the Second Surrey on the 22nd, and saw about 7 lb. of 
bream and roach, taken by a member at Wimbledon Lake that afternoon. 
The fish looked in splendid condition. —PIxIE. 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 19th inst. the following members weighed in fish :—Mr. A. Manning, 
roach and bream; Mr. F. Jones, roach and bream; and Messrs. W. Hart, 


W.S. Hale, H. Ballard, and H. Mills also had fish,—W.. S. WOODHEAD, sec. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

The committee of the South London United met on Tuesday last to make 
arrangements for the match which takes place on September 30, at St.,Mar- 
garet’s. Only those clubs on the above visiting list can take part.: It will be a 
pegged-down match, entrance fee Is., as before. All particulars can be gleaned 
from your humble servant,—W™M. ALLEN, hon sec. 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual bream competition amongst the members of this society took 
place on Monday last. The first prize was £2 12s. 6d., and the second prize 
two guineas, supplemented by a prize of one guinea, given by Mr. Shepway, 
for the largest fish, and another prize of one guinea, given by Mr, T. R. Sachs, 
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for the second largest bream. The conditions of the first and second prizes 
were for the greatest weight of bream taken by one member with one rod and 
line from the Thames. Mr. M. H. Blamey, following up his great success in 
the barbel competition, appears in the front on this occasion, and not only 
secures the first prize, but the supplemental prizes for the largest and second 
largest fish. After putting back a number of fish that would have been 
sufficiently heavy for the Piscatorial Society standard, he only weighed in three 
bream scaling 6 1b. 13 oz., the largest being 31b. 140z. Dr. Brunton, who is 
so justly celebrated as a fly-fisher amongst the grayling and trout, and one of 
the most genial of anglers, was Mr. Blamey’s only opponent, weighing in also 
three bream, scaling together 3 lb. 4 0z., of about equal size. There were 
other members sent out, but returned with empty baskets, probably owing to 
the scarcity of worms. In addition to the above fish weighed in at the society’s 
rooms, Ashley’s Hotel, Covent Garden, on Monday evening last, when Mr. 
Edwin Sachs occupied the position of chairman at the weekly meeting, Mr. 
M. H. Blamey had two barbel, weighing 10 lb. 5 oz.; Mr. Fennings, 24 1b. 6 oz. 
of roach from Ringwood; Mr. Huggett, 6lb. 12 0z. of tench, 3 1b. 40z. of 
perch, and 4 1b. 3 oz. of roach and dace.. Mr. Fennings registered during the 
week 61 1b. of roach and 81b. 3 oz. of dace from Ringwood, and Mr, Beasley 
one salmon of 8 lb, from Scotland. Mr. T. R. Sachs and Dr. Coates left town 
or Saturday last for Ireland, and will no doubt send over some good specimens 
of fish.— B. 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society. were out on the 19th, but met with 
very poor sport, no doubt owing to the brightness of the water, and a very bad 
wind, the old saying, ‘*When the wind is in the East the fish bite the least.’” But 
I am pleaged to say some of the members managed to make up a very nice show 
of fish, Mr. W. Tyler, three nice bream, turning the scale at 7 lb. 10 oz. ; Mr. 
H. Tyler, some nice roach; Mr. F. G@. Watts, roach and bleak from the 
Medway; Mr. J. Currans, some nice roach from the Wey. At the time of 
writing this there is every appearance of rain, and I expect we shall have a 
better show next week.—ROACHER. 

WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Waltonians this year took a new departure, and instead of holding their 
dinner at the club house had a day in the country. The Greyhound Hotel, at 
Great Marlow, was selected as the place to spend the happy day. The catering 
of Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd, of the above house, gave every satisfaction to the 
members of the above society, who mustered in strong force. Previous to the 
dinner £5, divided into twelve prizes, were fished for. All the prizes were 
taken, but the weight of fish that were successful had perhaps better remain 
unmentioned. The dinner was served at a quarter-past five; Mr. Skeats in the 
chair, Mr. Marriott acting as vice. The dinner, having been done ample 
justice to, various toasts followed, including the loyal and patriotic, by the chair- 
man ; that of the Waltonian Angling Society, coupled with the name of Mr. 
Packman, the popular secretary, by the vice, the healths of the various Preser- 
vation Societies, of Messrs. Geen, Hoole, and Bonvoisin, none of whom were 
there unfortunately to respond. The healths of Messrs. Starr and John Dodge, 
the delegates to the West Central, Messrs. Waltham and Giles, the stewards 
of the dinner, and the day was brought to a close, everyone appearing to have 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves by a vote of thanks to the chairman and vice. 
Numerous prizes were announced to be fished for during the season. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Several of the members of this society were out on the 23rd inst. competing 
for Mr, Edwards's guinea and a half, and Mr. Delehaye’s, sen., half guinea. 
The following is the result :—1. Mr. Cain, three bream, one chub, I perch, 
glb.20z. 2. Mr, Prolaine, bream and roach, 31b, 12} 0z. 3. Mr. Delehaye, 
jun , roach and dace, 1 lb. 12}.0z. 4. Mr. Grigg, roach and dace, 1 lb. 8 oz. 
5. Mr. Gilbert, dace, 12}.0z. 6, Mr. Delehaye, sen., roach’ and dace, Ioj oz. 
The next competition will take place on September 9th for the following 
articles :—1. Mr. Bansback’s, £3 3s. 2. Mr. F.. Grigg’s side of bacon, 3. 
Mr. E. Newport's guinea hat. 4. Mr. Delehaye, sen., half guinea hat. The 
where and how. will be considered next meeting night, August 3oth. It has 
been the rule of past years ali to go together on that date.—Prxiz. 








SALMON NETTING ON THE RIVER: DEE, AT CHESTER, 
AN important case of illegally netting the River Dee was heard 
before the Chester magistrates on Tuesday morning last. Some 
watchers employed by the River Dee Board of Conservators saw 
James Lee and Charles Holmes holding a net in the stream, just 
above the weir, at Dee Mills, Chester, while Thomas Buckley was 
beating salmon and small fish towards them. The beneh fined Lee 
and Holmes £1 each and costs, and Buckley, being his second 
offence, £2 1os., and costs. 








BIRMINGHAM ANGLING NOTES. 

Mr. F. Jephcott, on Friday, took 32 roach and 1 grayling, 5 of the roach 
weighing 7 lbs. Mr. Job Edwards on Saturday, took over 60 roach at Brace- 
bridge pool, Sutton Coldfield. Mr, Bannister on Monday, took 58 roach and 
rudd at Bracebridge. One of the Bordesley Waltonians caugh*, in the Avon, 
this week, 6 bream weighing 33 lb, -HowWARD SMITH. 


ener EE ET 





STRANGE Cast,—CoONVICTION oF AGENT of CHAIRMAN OF SEVERN FIsmry 
Boarp.—At Worcester, on Tuesday, before the county justices, William 
Huxley, agent to Mr. J. Willis Bund (chairman of the Severn Trishery Board), 
was summoned for having caught two salmon in an illegal manner at Powick 
Mills, on the 12th July. Mr. George appeared for the Severn Fishery Board, 
and Mr. Bently for the defendant. Mr, Willis Bund is the owner of the fishing 
near the mills, and deputed the defendant to catch the fish lawfully ; but he 
caught the fish with his hands by driving them on to the shore when the water 
was low. For the defence it was submitted that the defendant did not “catch 
the fish within the meaning of the Act under which the proceedings were taken, 
therefore no offence had been committed—Mr. Bently arguing that the words 
“ catch’? and “ take’? were not synonymous, and had a totally different mean- 
ing. The magistrate, however, inflicted a fine of Is, and. costs, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, AUGUST 25. 





Morning. Afternoon. 
London Bridge ma A me MOBO Mae erty O52 
Putney .. +o . oe oe, £020 “se 'ss 7942 
Kew .. Ae es ae Che ARON Seems SONG: 22 
Richmond ,. ae as BUAR BO ene oe Gao 


LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The officers employed by the Board of Thames 
engaged in getting the names of the fishermen and the number of punts, for 
the purposes of registration under the new by-laws. There is an impression 
amongst some of those fishermen who have been regularly brought up to the 
business as professional fishermen that they will be exempt from this registration, 
but in the new by-laws there is no such recognition, and all who carry on the 
business now will come under the same designation. ‘The river at the present 
time is suffering much from want of rain, and the water in some places does 
not possess a very agreeable odour. 


Richmond. 


Christopher Brown and Edward Brown have taken twelve dozen of fish each, 
the former amongst the roach and dace, and the other especially amongst the 
dace. Henry Wheeler has been out five days, and brings up a total of sixty 
dozen of good roach and dace. Job Brain registers a total of sixty dozen of 
dace and three barbel in the week. Henry Mansell during five days has been 
well in amongst the roach and dace, and one day secured 12 lb. of perch. 
Henry Howard has taken twelve dozen of roach and dace in two days. At 
the Jolly Anglers the bank anglers have had some good shows of fish, repre- 
senting a gross total of 45 lb. weight. 


Twickenham. 


Samuel Cole, in three days, 38 1b. of roach and dace. J. Dobbin, in five 
days, twenty-eight dozen. Edward Finch has had some satisfactory sport 
amongst the roach and dace, the fish being of good size. CO. Hennessey, in 
two days, 18 1b. of roach and dace. R. Moffatt, in one day, six dozen of 
roach and dace. John Spong makes the following return :—One day, with 
Mr. Pilcher, fifteen dozen of roach and dace; another day, with Mr. Morris, 
eight dozen of dace; three other days, twenty-one dozen of dace; another day, 
with Mr. Jacobs, eight dozen of dace; and another day, with Mr. Ramsay, 
six dozen of roach and dace. Mr. Anderson, of the Eel Pie Island Hotel, has 
revived the old agitation of another lock in the tidal waters, and supplements 
the movement with an offer of £200 towards the costs. If there is a lock at 
Brentford, how will it affect the fishing between that point and Teddington, 
and the then head of the tide at Brentford, where the netsmen can drag with 
impunity ? 

Wind north-west, and weather simply delightful for an enjoyable day on the 
river. Ihave had thirty-one punts since the 16th inst., and I am pleased to 
say each punt has come home with eight or ten dozen of good fish with now 
and then a barbel. I have never seen the river so stocked with fish as it is this 
season (many thanks to the Thames Angling Preservation Society and their 
energetic river keepers). Mr. Arthur Jacobs (Covent Garden) and friend took, 
in eight hourt, twelve dozen handsome fish and one barbel, with Spong ; 
Messrs. Pitcher and Boyce, of Newgate Street, took a nice basket of fish on 
Wednesday, with ‘‘ our Joe.’’ This day (Thursday), we have been patronised 
by several gentlemen, better known on the turf than on the river, but always 
known by ‘‘ good punters,’”’ viz., Mr. Alfred Saville (who captured a splendid 
barbel of 93 lb, which was immediately despatched to the Fisheries Exhibition 
by special messenger), Mr. Charles Kilby, Mr. Ben Battle, Mr. G. Fuller, Mr. 
‘W. Searle, and Mr. A. Brenchly, punting with Jack Spong, ‘‘Our Joe,’’ 
and ‘‘ Mouse,’’ hada splendid show of 36 lb. of roach and dace. Tides will 
suit well for whole-days fishing next week. 

P.S.—I beg to contradict the statement of having left the Two Sawyers, 
having now to stay until the 30th September. 
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Kingston- 

John Johnson, sen., during four days’ fishing, has scored twenty-four dozen 
roach and dace, seven brace of perch, and four barbel. John Johnson, jun., has 
made average in the week of five dozen in the day, and in addition during the 
week twenty-six barbel and seven perch. J. Wilkes, during the week, filteen 
dozen of roach and dace, three bream, three barbel, and a trout of 3 1b. The 
bank anglers at Kingston have been making takes of six dozen of roach and 
dace, and, occasionally, bream and barbel,; and at Surbiton they have done 
still better. At Thames Ditton, C. Tagg has been getting some good roach. 


Fast Moulsey- 

William Milbourne has been taking from five to six dozen of roach in the 
day. He says, ‘‘ The water is so low and bright we can see the fish lie on the 
bottom of the river, and we shall do no good with the barbel until we have 
had some heavy rain.’? Thomas Milbourne, in one day, eight dozen of roach 
and dace. Thomas Davis, in the week, twenty dozen of roach and dace. 
Thomas Wheeler, about six dozen of roach each day. C. Stone, has been 
doing some good business. Mr. Vickers, at Hampton, records a take of five 
good perch and nine dozen of gudgeon. 


Sunbury. 

Messrs. T. and A. Stroud have been making some satisfactory takes of fist 
in their punts. Messrs, E, Clarke and Sons, during the week, have taker 
twenty-four dozen of roach and dace, six brace of perch, and four barbel. 
Mr. George Morgan has been amongst the barbel, carp, and perch. Like all 
other places, this neighbourhood is in want of a freshet of water. 


Walton. 


Mr. Bryning, in one day, three bream, a barbel of 2} 1b., a jack of the sam 
weight, and a couple of eels of 1 Jb. each. George Hone, jun, one day. 
seven dozen of roach and a perch of 1 lb. ; another day, five dozen of roack 
and a barbel of 21b.; another day, two dozen of roach, the fish averaging 
3 1b. each, and four bream ; another day, four dozen of roach and four doze 
of gudgeon; and another day, in two hours, one dozen of roach, up to 1 lb 
each, and a bream of 2lb. John Hone, in one day, three dozen of roach. 

On the 18th inst., G. Hone, jun., five dozen roach, and one barbel 2 lb. 
J. Hone, two dozen roach, averaging 41]b. each, and four bream, igth, G 
Hone, jun., four dozenroach and four dozen gudgeon; Mr. Bryniag, three 
bream, one barbel 231b., one jack 2} 1b., and two eels 1 lb. each. 2oth, J. 
Hone, three dozen roach; G. Hone, jun., four dozen dace. 2Ist, G. Hone, 
jun., in two hours, one dozen roach, the largest weighing 1 lb., and one bream 


2 1b.—OLD SWAN. 
Halliford. 


Mr. Thomas Spreckley, fishing for a short time with Edward Rosewell, go 
three brace of nice perch and one jack. G. Rosewell, one day, in four hours, 
with a lady and gentleman, over twelve dozen of gudgeon; another day, witl 
a gentleman, twenty-four dozen of gudgeon and seven perch, the largest 1} Ib. 
and another day, twelve dozen of gudgeon. 


Shepperton- 
David Hackett, in five days, twenty dozen of gudgeon, eight dozen of roack 
and dace, six brace of perch, and one brace of jack. J. Smeath, employed by 
D. Hackett, forty dozen of gudgeon and two perch, the largest of 13 1b, 
during the week. J. Upsden, one day, two barbel, the largest 3 1b., and: 
large roach; and anvther day, a trout of 2i1b. W. Kogerson, in one day 
five and a half dozen of roach and dace. H. Purdue, in two days, four jack 
the largest 44 lb., and one perch. Mr. Primner, with F. Purdue, in one day 
twenty dozen of gudgeon and three perch. 


Chertsey- : 

J. Poulter, in three days, ten dozen of gudgeon, twelve bream, one barbel 
two eels, and six dace. Mr. Thomas Spreckley, during his practical visit uj 
the river, went out on the 17th inst., with James Haslett, and got four bream 
four barbel, two dace, 93 inches in length, and some chub. ‘This gentlemar 
says, ‘¢I look forward to chub fly-fishing in one year’s time to be the grea’ 
thing. I took and saw a large quantity, from 7 to 9 inches, and foresee that ai 
10 inches the new standard will be grand sport for anglers.’’ 

My first day with Mr. . Spreckley, four barbel, four bream, three chub, pu 
back; next day’s fishing, five bream, one perch, roach, and dace; next day 
four bream, and one eel 2 lb. ; next two days’ fishing, one bream, roach, anc 
dace, two eels (ledger fishing), and six dozen of gudgeon—_ JAMES HASLETT. 


Staines. 

C. Hone, who is reported to be an attentive and hard-working fishe:man in 
this district in one day took eight dozen of roach and dace; and another day, 
three barbel and one chub. One of the anglers says, ‘‘I can strongly recom- 
mend OC. Hone, at Staines, as he does not mind where he takes his customer: 
to, and is very anxious to give every satisfaction.”’ . 





UPPER THAMES. 


Uneasy isthe man that at present calls himself a Thames angler, for it 
consequence of the river being as clearas Old Tom, and as warm as freshly 
brewed tea, the fish decline to have the least appetite, tempt them as you maj 
with scoured gentle and minced lob, stewed greaves or wriggling brandling 
They are very wisely doing the dolce far niente under the umbrageous weeds, 
and dining off water asparagus, washed down with nectar, which possibly may 
cheer fishy folk, but certainly would not be likely to inebriate. Gudgeon are 
well on, 17, 18, and 193 doz. of these succulent little dainties rewarding thre 
punts out yesterday in the Marlow waters. At Windsor and Boveney, fai 
baskets of roach, perch, and chub have been taken, considering the brightness 0 
the river, but barbel as yet will ‘‘ none of it.’’? At Bisham, one day this week 
a piscator caught 16 lb. of roach, anda few perch, and in the Harley and 
Medmenham Waters, Messrs, Spiers, MacGeorge, Bryan and Richart have 
been daily at work, commendable ardour, however, not producing commensurat¢ 
results. ‘Thursday evening. ‘Therain which fell yesterday has not in the least 
affected the condition of the Thames, which is very low and bright, the fishing, 
except in the morning and evening, being most unprofitable, amid roach, perca, 
chub, and barbel, Jack will not look at a bait, and ofthis I am glad, for it is 
a pity to take them first. Gudgeon are the ‘‘coming G.,”’ and bite freely. 
Weather several degrees above hot.—MarLow Buzz. 


Goring. 
Water in good order for jack and perch. We have been taking some gooc 


perch, my best day being about 10 Ib,, while fishing with Mr, F. Marsh of 324 
Oxford-street, London.— JOHN RusH. 
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Datchet. 


Rain is much needed. The sport has been indifferent the last week, the 
dace ate biting beautiful. H. Shuter caught some good chub out by Clivden. 
On the 2oth, coming down by Monkey Island, he picked up a well-fed trout 
with a barbel hook in its throat, some one had the misfortune to lose. Since i 
wrote last [’ve been locked out, as the saying is, so I mean to turn my attention 
to the barbel for a month or so. Ifany readers wanta day, I should be glad 
of a line. Terms moderate.—G. LUMSDEN. 





Ancholme District. 


The weather is now exceedingly fine, and the water is in the primest order 
for coarse fishing. The weeds, too, have been cut, and everything is of rosy 
hue. Fish, too, are evidently getting well on the feed. Two or three gentle- 
men caught a mixed lot of 6 stones near the Ancholme and Trent Railway 
Bridge, about a week ago, I took my family for an outing to Crosby Lake on 
Saturday last, and had an hour or two in the private trout streams below. It 
was scorching hot, and the water at the lowest, but I managed to secure two 
brace, the two largest 14 Ib. and 2 lb. respectively. My boys took a nice dish 
of fine perch from the lake. The fish never feed well on hot days, but they 
were in the epirit just at the time we had to pack up. Messrs. Sharpley and 
friends had a splendid catch of about four dozen the day before, when it was 
dull.—THomas Forp. 


Bala Lake (North Wales). 


Lake fishing has much improved with the fine weather of the last week 
Several fair takes of perch have been had, jack and pike have been fairly on 
the run, the largest taken so far this season was caught by a visitor on Satur- 
day, the 18th, weighing 16 lbs. in splendid condition. With the last floods a 
great quantity of salmon have come up the Dee.—M. Roberts. 


Chichester- 


Bream are at times well on, some good baskets having during the week been 
landed. The Brighton Anglers paid us a visit a few days since to compete for 
prizes. But as trains arrive late and depart early, the best portion of the day 
—early mocn and dewy eve—are lost. Light creels were the result, Mr. Park 
taking first prize. From Selham report sayeth ; two pike have been taken of 
about six pounds ; water clear ; full of fish; early morn or evening best sport, 
some good trout in the water. Trust to spend a day late in the week’; the result 
shall be chronicled.—Gno. F. Satter. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


On the 18th, Mr. Wood killed a fine salmon, On the 21st, Mr. Jameson 
caught a dozen trout, all with fy.—A. Guass. 


Cumberland (Holmrook, Carnforth). 


The rivers Esk, Irt, Mite, Bleny, Calder, and Eden% have for the last 
two weeks been in splendid condition, The sport in this neighbourhood, 
Holmrook, has been really good. Ourneighbouring blacksmith, who I spoke 
so highly of last year, is again on the highest list, having caught over sixty sea 
fish, smolt, mort, and salmon principally in the evenings, by worm. He is, 
perhaps, one of the best bottom fishers in this neighbourhood. My son, 
William Brocklebank, has caught with the fly a good number of sea fish, includ- 
ing 3 splendid salmon. H. Elveck, a labourer. has killed_a good number of 
fine fish. I myself have killed 25 sea fish with the fly. Mr, Reynolds, excise 
officer, Ravenglay, has been very successful ; and Mr. Benjamin Bibby, the don 
of fishers, has been very successful, Mr. B. Addington, Portland Place, W., 
and Mr. C. Butler have again made ‘their appearance in _ this 
parish, where they have come for some years, and in the course of a week or 
ten days have killed over 50 sea fish. Other fishermen have been very success- 
ful. If we have a good shower of rain the river will never be in better season, 
as there is now up a splendid run of fish. Good sport is fully expected. The 
best salmon fly is turkey wing, under wing, drake, and a dark hackle, and 
silver tinsel, black, red, or yellow body. While Iam writing to-day (Thursday) 
W. B. Addington, Esq., has killed 2 splendid sea trout at mid-day in the hot 
sun, with fine tackle and fly. We must now have more rain for fly fishing.— 
A. BRocKLEBANK. 

Dove. 


We have had xcellent weather this week, and a great body of anglers have 
been out. 1 he water has now run down rather low and fine, but it is notin an 
unfavourab'e condition, and some nice baskets of trout as well as grayling and 
other course fish have been captured during the week. The killing flies have 
been various, as there are at the present time a vast number of naturals on the 
surface. Cuarse fish generally are taxing the wasp grub eagerly, perhaps the 
only exception being the barbel, which, as usual, seem to prefer the lobworm 
to any other kind of bait. The fish in question are now in the very deepest 
swims. Dove Dale has again turned out some nice sample of trout and gray 
ling, and during the last few days a considerable number of tourist rodsters 
have been whipping this water. Some cf them use very strange flies for our 
Derbyshire rivers, but mst of them manage to get something or other to reward 
them for their pains. Trout are beginning to show signs of readiness to go into 


spawn,—THE SPLODGER. 
Eden (Carlisle), 


Since my last report, the river has been running down in size daily, and the 
weather is fine, without much wind, Very little fishing has been done during 
the day, but in the evenings up to Io or 11 o'clock fair sport has been had 
among the whiting. Still, heavy baskets have not been the rule. We want 
the river lower stiil for successful night-fishing. There has been more done on 
the Esk. On Tuesday evening, Mr. Slater killed in a short time 15 lb., and on 
Wednesday evening Mr. Stubbs-had 7 lb. Last Monday evening Mr. R. H. 
Horrocks killed 10 lb. of trout, and a to lb. salmon with the bustaid, in the 
Dean and Chapter’s water above Wetheral. The nets had some capical ta’es 
on Monday and Tuesday, but now they are doing only moderately, owing to 
the lowness of the river.—Sitver Grey. 


Exe (Exeter), 


The perch fishing in the river has been very good the last week, and some 
fine ones have also been taken in the canal at Turf and the Limekilns with 
the live minnow andred worm. Water now in fair order; but some rain will 
improve matters. Some few trout have been taken with red spinner and 
white moth in the evening after sunset.—J. A. Keniry. 


Exe (Tiverton). 
The river is now again very low, with every prospect of its becoming lower 


and littleis being done. The season, which closes on the 3rstinst, itmay be 
said, is practically over, unless we should happen to have arise of water, whichat 
present there is no prospect of. Farmers don’t complain. —W. Muprorb. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 


Roach, rudd, bream, tench, eels, &c., have during the week paid a heavy 
penalty for temerity in this district. Anglers literally in shoals have been after 
them, and though the usual luck has attended the amateurs at the business, men 
versed in the science of the angle bave done extremely well. Mr. Walker 
showed up a really fine bag of roach, made off the Aqueduct Water and Cross 
Drain; and a Sheffielder brought up a bag of 62 fish, including a brace of tench 
scaling 4 1b., from the same district. Out of a hole another Sheffield man 


dragged 22 tench, and several of these were grand fish. At Fishtoft, Freiston, 


East Villa, and other pots in that direction anglers have been on the banks 
in crowds, and an immense aggregate of fish must have been captured irrespec- 
tive cf the ill-luck of novices. If proof of this were needed, the late staying of 
many this week would give it, for most of the Monday arrivals who could do it 
have stayed to the extent of their tickets. A list of the takes seen by my in- 
formant would extend to near a page alone, I have, however, to mention with 
regret some very unsportsmanlike doings on the Mount and Hobhole Drains. 
The former and part of the Jatter have been run off for repairs, &c., and in 
places the fish have had to take refuge in the holes and about the locks and 
shuttles. Here, being found almost exposed, men have waded and pursued 
them with their hands and landing nets very largely, and no doubt many fish 
have thus been sacrificed. It would be a scandal to call the persons who did 
this anglers, but for the credit of the craft many protested loudly at the sacrilege. 
—Yur YELLOW BELLY. 
Ilfracombe- 

Sea fissing.—The weather this week has been everything that could be 
desired for boating and ground-line fishing. The boatmen are very busy daily 
with their fishing parties, some going to the eastward, others to the westward, 
as the coast up and down is full of fish. Visitors can be seen almost every hour 
in the day coming from their boats with good strings of bream and whiting. 
A quantity of lobsters and crabs have been brought in from the pots, and the 
sport has been very good from the rocks for pout, wraff, and eels. The 
trawling skiffs have brought up some fine soles fromthe bay. Weather very 
fine, and prospects good.—E. Commr. 


Lea (Rye House), 


The water is in good fishing order now, and there has been some very nice roach 
taken these last three days, and some good jack—persh, not many.— Wm. 


CowWELL. 
Lea (White House). 


As anticipated in last week’s impression, the calm weather succeeding the 
violent winds has been productive of good fly-fishing, both with the artificial 
and natural baits. The fly is well out on the water, and despite the great heat 
of the last several days, the dace rise well and boldly, their number being 
literally legion. —G. BERESFORD. 


Leicester. 


Avery agreeable change in the weather having taken place, has causeda greater 
number of anglers to turn out than has been the case for some time past. The 
fine weather seems to have given a strong impetus to roach-fishing, and some 
good baskets have been made, the best fish being taken with wheat, which is 
now the most killing bait that can be used for roach. A good many have been 
trolling for pike, and from the Aylestone waters several fair-sized fish have 
been taken, although the water is considerably too fine for this class of fishing. 
The best fish caught this week weighed 54 lb., and was taken from the canal. 
Chub have been biting but shyly, and onty few have been taken; the larges; 
would not scale more than 1 lb. Several Leicester anglers have visited the 
Barrow-on-Soar and the Wreake waters. At Barrow some good bream and 
roach were landed. In the Wreake roach have been biting well during this 
week, and many anglers were well rewarded for their visit. The best basket 
that I could hear of was that of Mr. Bonner on Tuesday. Waters are low and 
very fine. —ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These streams are in prime order, and fishermen have not been slow to 
patronise them. The best killing flies are the silver horn and redant. The 
grayling are sporting in both these rivers. A Mr. Wilson caught seven fish 
on Saturday with the grasshopper, and fifteen grayling and trout in the Lugg 
and Arrow on Tuesday with a similar bait. Pike have been seen in the 
Ivington waters, but all attempts to catch them have proved useless. Eight 
grayling have been caught by Mr, Nash with the fly in the Arrow, all fine fish. 
At Eardisland, on Tuesday, some fifty or sixty prime trout and grayling were 
landed with the nets; but the fishing parties’ pleasure was of brief duration, as 
the villagers opened the flood gates and let the water down on the netters, 
who had to abandon their sport in consequence. Pinsly has been but little 
fished this week, though it contains some nice fish. Reports from all parts of 
these streams say that fish are very plentiful.—T., Hereford. 


Wess (Inverress-) 


The weather has been extremely favourable fur anglers during the week, and 
on the Ness heavy baskets have been the rule. Mr. Alfred Denison has been 
fishing the Ho m Water with remarkable success, and his take for the season 
is now between 70 and 80 fish. The following isa record of takes since last 
Wednesday on the Holm Water :—Mr. Alfred Denison, on Friday, the 18th, 
killed eleven grilse averaging 11 lb.; on Saturday, 2 grilse; on Monday he 
killed ten fish, three of them weighing 28 lb. each, and seven grilse g lb each. 
On the lower water, on Friday, the 19th, our free day, Messrs. McKay ani 
Watson killed five grilse, averaging 8 lb. each. Mr. James Scott, two grilse; 
Mr. Geo. Smith, one grilse, 11 1b.; Mr. Naughton, two grilse; Mr, Middleton, 
two grilse; Mr. Fraser, Mr. Hogg, Mr. Mackenzie, Mr. Cameron, Mr. Gibson, 
and Mr. McBean, one grilse each. On Thursday, the 18th, Mr. A. Coxson, 
one grilse ; Mr. Pattison, two grilse ; Major Gard, one grilse-; Mr: Robinson 
four grilse; Captain Roberts, eight grilse, averaging from 7 1b. to 13 lb. On 
Monday, the 2oth, Captain Roberts, one grilse, 9} lb. ; same day Mr. Pattison, 
four grilse, averaging Io lb, On the 18th, on Dunain Water, Mr. H. Millbank 
killed four salmon, from 18 lb. to 22 lb. On the 19th, six grilse; on the 2tst, 
three salmon, 16, 184, and 224 1b,, and three grilse averaging 9 lb. On the lower 
water, Miss Boulderson, two grilse, 9 lb. and 10 lb ; Mr. A. Coxson, two grilse, 
g lb, and ro lb., and Mr. T. Pattison, one grilse, 10 lb. On the 22nd, C olonel 
Boulderson, one grilse, 9lb. ; Mr. Pattison, one grilse, 10 lb. Laggan nets got 
300 grilse and salmon during the wee’, Friar Shot nets got between 70 and 
80 fish.—DonaLD Watson. 
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Ouse (Littleport). 


Bottom fishing still very uncertain owing to the b.ight weather and water. 
Have only had the roach in deep water once since last report, when Mr. W. 
Thurston, of Cambridge, got 121b. of beauties. The only chance, with that 
exception, has been fishing from 14 feet to 2 feet deep on the shallows, over 
the line of weeds, where from 2} to 3 dozen of fair roach have been had for a 
short day’s sport. Pike fishing at the Branch this week has been more un- 
certain, from causes stated above; still, some good fish_have been taken at 
intervals.—CHARLIE SOUTH. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

On Friday the water cleared wonderfully, so much that one enthusiast was 
tempted to try his luck with the fly, and not without reward. While fishing the 
Laundry Ford, which lies about a mile above the town, he landed a fine trout 
of 1} 1b. with the alder fly. Thinking there might be another about the same 
spot he fished on for some time without success. Anglers are complaining very 
much this season about the scarcity of rough fish, and the fishermen of the 
scarcity of trout, although they have been supplying their wives with one basket 
after another of nothing but perch, trout, and grayling. I saw one basket 
which contained at least from 4o lo. to 50 Ib. of nothing else. Among the lot 
were two perch of over 2 lb. each. The river is clearing very fast, and is even 
now in fair condition. Yesterday (Wednesday) I saw a man with a basket of 
fine chub, some of them weiging 3 lb. each. I hear that a very fine salmon 
has been seen a little below the Cherry Orchard ferry- boat, throwing several 
times this week. Nearly any of this season’s flies will kill now, but if there is 
any choice it is with the red ant, red spinner, and dun. These three will form 
a fair cast.—Z. 


Taw and Tributaries. 


The fine weather having set in, the rivers have fallen back, and become very 
clear. But a few salmon and peel have been taken, both with fly and minnow. 
The best time for fishing is afterthe sun has gonedown. Therivers are fulland 
increasing with fish. To-day’s tide brought good catches to the net fisher- 
men, many salmon and peel being taken, averaging 20 lb. each. Since the 
snatching has ceased at Lynmouth gentlemen are getting good sport in the 
Lyn with fly and minnow. In the evenings some fine baskets of trout have 
been taken ; one gentleman had 4 dozen ard 8, one 3 dozen, another 2 dozen 
and 8, and many catches of adozen. The river Bray (Cutcliffe’s Rapid 
Streams), has this week been very successful in giving good sport ; some peel 
and fair baskets of trout have been taken, and not least of alla stag, for the 
Devon and Somerset deer hounds, which gave some hours’ hunt, Brayford 
having a famous wood where deer are always found. Flies killing: ccachman, 
caddiss, blood red coch-y-bondhu, golden palmer, and the maggot. There 
is no doubt before the season closes that it will be an exceedingly good 
one for fishermen.—Rusty GAME. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The waters of the Teme in this district are in much the same state as last 
report. A nasty dark bottomis fast coming tothe Teme and its tributaries 
through the want of rain to carry the stagnant water off, A couple of days’ 
rain would do the river good. Good fishing (inspite of these drawbacks, and 
the hot weather), has been had in this district. Some splendid trout have again 
been caught at Ashford: 4 nice trout below Steventon on Monday night with 
the wasp grub ; also some nice fish opposite the Moss House the same evening, 
on the Ludford side of the water. Several catches of trout have been had 
** under the hill,’” which is always well patronised by a certain portion of 
townsmen. The iron blue, red spinner, and red tag are the best flies on the 
Teme this week. Some excellent trout have been landed nearly opposite Elms 
Lodge onthe Corve. This river near the town was netted by licensed netters 
this week, and a good haul was the consequence. We have heard of very little 
being done this week at Onibury, Bromtie!d, or up the Clun. The’ Lut- 
wyche this week has been but little visited. The weather promises to remain 
fine. Wind, W.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


The river Teme at Tenbury has been for years celebrated for its trout and 
grayling fishing. The stream runs on one side of the town and separates it 
from the county of Salop, on the other side of the town runs the Kyre, over 
which there is a bridge at the south end. The Kyre isa capital stream for 
trout. The water of this stream is not, we are informed, protected, and all 
that is wanting is to obtain permission to fish from the various landowners 
through whose grounds the stream flows, which is a matter of little difficulty, 
The Rea is near at hand, but little has been done in this stream latterly. From 
the Teme I was told that on Friday two fishermen, near Millbrook, landed. 14 
fine trout with the blue dun and red spinner. Mr. H. Page landed a good 
basket with minnow. The fish were 1 lb. to 14 Ib. each, and were much 
admired. The Teme in this district has been pretty well fished during the 
week, and some good baskets have been the result. ‘All sorts of fish abound 
here, and though the water is low it is in good order for the fly. The favourite 
flies here are the red spinner, blue dun, and the red tag. Good attention is 
paid here to the waters, and everything done to insure the “‘rodster”’ a good 
day’s sport.—WoRCESTER. 


Trent (Newark). 


The water is now very low and bright, and fine fishing must be the order of 
the day. Most kinds of fish have fed pretty freely during this week; fair 
quantities of roach have been taken with maggots, creed wheat, malt, and 
bread paste. Bream have been captured with tail end of lob ; barbel have also 
fallen victims to the attractions of a well-scoured worm, and a savoury lump of 
scratchings, but the baskets of the latter fish have not been very heavy. Night 
fishing for barbel has been the most successful; chub have been taken in fair 
quantities with the aid of a few wasp grubs. Taking all things into considera- 
tion, this has been a fairish week for sport, and the prospects for next week 
look equally good. In my opinion, roach are the coming fish, and anglers of 
that ilk having a few hours to spare cannot do better than try a favourite roach 
shop or two. Sport, I think, is certain, that is, if the angler goes about his 
business in a sportsmanlike manner, selects his swims with judicious care, and 
carefully attends to the ground-baiting. But at the time of closing this report 
the wind has veered round into the north, and it is threatening rain,—THE 
TENT Orrer. i 


Trent (Nottingham). 
The Trent in this district continues very low and in excellent condition for 
barbel fishing, Reports are, as a rule, scarcely so favourable as usual, Pro« 
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bably the intense heat which has recently prevailed has something to do with 
the drawback. On Monday, Mr. W. Parr, one of the ticket-holders in the 
Holme Pierrepont allotment, took, amongst other fish, a barbel weighing 
upwards of 7 lb, and several fairly good takes haye since been reported from 
the same quarter. Mr. Theaker and two friends were busy amongst the bream 
in the Weston length on Tuesday. I have already intimated that there are 
tons of the ‘‘ bellows’’ at Weston, and on the day named the subscribers ia 
question succeeded in killing a dozen splendid fish, besides a number of large 
roach. Chub have been taking the wasp grub at Sawley, where also the 
barbel anglers have been doing their level best to get these game fish on the 
feed.—_Tun Man at Tae OLvss. 


Witham. 
Angling in the Witham is really capital just now, and as the ancient proverb 
is (quoth old Geryasse Markham} 


‘* Ancome eele, and Witham pike 
In all England is none sike !’’ 


What was true in 1673’ is true’ in 1883. There is none ‘‘ sike.’? Oa Monday, 
Mr. Lister and Mr. Wood obtained six pike out of one hole at Bardney; Mr. 
Curtis got a brace and many others had singles and braces from the same dis- 
trict, At Southery, Mr. Turner and friend caught three: at the Hermitage, 
a gentleman had a brace, and at Langrick and Savory’s several gentlemen had 
singles and braces to account for besides other fish. Between Anton's Gows 
and Boston, thesame thing obtained, and some good pike were bagged. 
Several of the fish scaled 7 lb., and were in prime condition, but there are 
plenty of bigger fish still in the river, no fear. Many hundreds, nay, thousands 
of visitors spread over the district between Lincoln and Boston on Monday 
and during the week, so it is almost impossible to say what was done. Besides 
his pike, Mr. Turner and friend made up a bag of 19 Ib. ofroach. At Kirkstead, 
some splendid takes of bream and perch were made, this being a favourite spot 
for the latter.. Perch is reported to be very plentiful, and it is expected soon 
good accounts of them will be rendered, A capital perch fell to the lot of Mr. 
Spensley at Savory’s, which scaled 2 lb, 2 oz., and I have heard of several 
other good sized fish of this kind taken. Large tench have been taken near to 
Boston by Messrs, W. Day and J. Arden, some of them running to 3 Ib. and 
over. Roach and rudd takes have been exceedingly numerous, and it would be 
difficult to give an adequate idea of how things went in this direction, but I 
may say plenty of roach were killed over 14 lb. Among those who haye dis- 
tinguished themselves in this direction have been Messrs. W. Turner, J. Bell, 
G. Robinson, H. Cooper, J. F. Fell, &«.—Yr YELLOW Betty. 


Wye and Derwent. 


Both the Wye and Derwent are in first-class order for fly-fishing, but I am 
very sorry to say sport is only to be had early in the morning and the last thing 
at night, say, from 6 to 8 p.m. It is no use at all fishing with the artificial fly 
in the middle of the day while the sun is so bright and hot. Black gnat, light 
dun, bumbles, and reds have all taken fish. Dibbing under the bushes and 
trees with the natural flies has been followed with good success both on the 
Chatsworth and Darle Dale Club waters, and some good baskets of fair-sized 
trout have been killed, chiefly withthe small bluebottle flies. The bottom 
fishers only fish on the Derwent the last thing at night. They have killed some 
fine barbel, roach, and chub with wasp grubs for baits. ~ Weather very close 
and hot.—GeEo. JAs, EATON. 


Yore (Hawes). 


During the last three weeks angling has been very good, and good fish have 
in many instances fallen to the worm. Mr, A. Johnson, of Hardrow Hall, 
made a beautiful dish last week, five of his fish weighing close upon 51b. A 
fine trout of 2 1b, fell to the lot of a working man from Appersett. In fact, 
good dishes seem to have been the rule. I have had a week over the hi'ls, and 
enjoyed some fair sport, thanks to the kindness of ‘‘Ingleboro.”” Ingleton 
Dale is literally swarming with fish. When the August dun makes its appear- 
ance the whole water is in commotion. I was out three times, and on the first 
occasion I killed 12} brace, with fly; on the second occasion, 5 brace, with 
worm ; and on the third occasion, 14 brace (many small), with fly. The best 
fish I caught with the fly fell victims to a grouse hackle, with peacock body,and a 
ginger and black bumble, closely resembling a coch-y- bondhu, ‘Ingleboro,” Mr. 
A. Barron, and Mr. J. Townson had a fair day in the priva te waters of ‘ Ingle- 
boro,”” on the 15th inst. The best trout fell to Mr. A. Barron (1} lb.). 
Major-General Bracken has also had fair sport on the same water, The little 
iron blue upright, waterhen, August dun, and sandpiper are the killing flies at 
present.—Jos. Corry. 





READING COUNTY MAGISTRATES’ OFFICE. 
SATURDAY, JULY 28. 


(Before Captain Cobham, in the chair; F. Wilder, Esq., Major 
Hunter, and T. B. Garland, Esq.) 


ILLEGAL FISHING AT BASILDON. 


A YOUNG man, named Alfred Edward Bach, living in London, was 

summoned for unlawfully taking a perch less than 6 inches in length, 

contrary to the By-laws of the Thames Conservancy, at Basildon, on 
une 24. 

J The defendant said he took the fish in ignorance of the regulations 

as to size, and he had never been warned as to the conditions. 

Mr. Creed, solicitor, who prosecuted on behalf of the Reading and 
District Angling Association, said that on Sundays a large number 
of people came down from London and infested the river Thames, 
and they were not at all particular as to the size of fish they took. 
The defendant took no less than four fish, all of which were under the ~ 
regulation size, Thus, they could have taken out four summonses 
against the defendant. On the day in question there were something 
like forty men fishing on the river bank, and from what Lovegrove, 
the bailiff of the association, had ascertained since, a great number 
of undersized fish were taken then. The regulation size in future 
would be 8 inches, and one of the fish the defendant took was only 
3} inches long. 

A fine of 10s, and 12s, costs was imposed. 
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‘A NOTABLE VISIT TO THE NORFOLK BROADS. 


R. WOLDHAM CHAMBERS is certainly to be congratu- 
i lated on the thorough success of his arrangements for 
carrying into effect that generous invitation of the Norfolk 
Committee of gentlemen to which we referred last week. The 
object of the invitation was to give the Foreign Commissioners 
and some other gentlemen connected with the Great Fisheries 
Exhibit’on an opportunity of seeing those celebrated rivers and 
broads of Norfolk—the cradle-land of fisheries exhibitions in this 
country. an 
At 8 o'clock the express train conveying the visitors from 
London left Liverpool Street Station, and with but one or two 
stoppages ran right through to Wroxham Station. Here the party 
was enlarged by a contingent of Norfolk gentlemen, headed by 
the Mayor of Norwich. The station was most tastefully decorated, 
and banners, wishing ‘Success to the [ishers,’ welcomed the 
visitors. After a most substantial luncheon in a spacious tent 
near the river, the expedition, under the command of Commodore 
Chambers, embarked in some half-dozen steam yachts and 
Jaunches, and the exploration commenced. Everything com- 
bined to. make the day a most enjoyable one for all; 
the weather was superb, and the hospitality of the com- 
mittee magnificent; champagne seemed to flow in as full 
and strong a stream as the beautiful and sparkling Bure 
itself. The fine expanse of water called Wroxham Broad was 
circumnavigated, then the flotilla passed on between the banks 
of the reed-fringed river bright with loose-strife, lilies, and other 
flowering water plants. A detour to Salhouse Broad brought out 
ihe amiable hospitality of the Lord of the Manor, who came 
down to welcome the visitors and refresh them with iced cham- 
pagne cup. Then on the ficet goes to St. Benedict’s Abbey, 
which is inspected by the company, who listen -to an excellent 
account of it, read by Mr. Chambers. Then all steam is got up, 
and the return voyage is rapidly accomplished. Of the excellent 
speeches made at the really magnificent dinner which awaited the 
guests at Wroxham, we shall. give some account next week; but 
we may say that we never heard such unanimous praise of the 
enjoyment and hospitality afforded by guests to visitors as on this 
occasion. Among the sixty or seventy present were Edward 
Birkbeck, Esq., M.P., the Mayor of Norwich, the Foreign Com- 
missioners for China, America, Canada, Austro-Hungary, the 
Netherlands, &c., Sir P. Cunliffe Owen, A. J. Trendell, Esq., W. 
A Burdett Coutts, Esq., &c. 








KENNET TROUT, &c. 


‘©WE believe that one object for the visit of Professor Huxley to 
Newbury was to inquire into the phenomenon why the Kennet trout 
will not associate with the trout of other streams as the Thames and 
the Lambourn, This remarkable peculiarity on the part of the 
Kennet trout, though, perhaps, not generally known, has long re- 
mained a puzzle to those who have made themselves intimately ac- 
quainted with the habits of the fish to be found in our local streams, 
and we can well understand that the solution of such a problem 
would be an intense pleasure for so ardent a physiologist, devoted to 
the practical study and illustration of every department of animal 
life, as Professor Huxley. 

‘We have heard it alleged that one reason why the Kennet trout 
will not thrive in other waters is owing to the presence of a variety of 
*sug’ which is not to be found elsewhere. The ‘sug,’ it may be ex- 
plained, is a minute species of crayfish. At Kennet village, near the 
rise of the river, the ‘sug’ may be seen fringing the sides of the 
stream two or three feet wide, and forms a luscious dainty to the pigs, 
which are known to go down to the stream and devour it with great 
gusto. In what way the ‘sug’ has an influence upon the trout, we 
are unable to say, unless it is in the way of food. Ifso, then, per- 
haps, to this cause may be attributed the delicate, pinky colour which 
is peculiar to the Kennet trout, which is absent in those taken in the 
Lambourn. 

_‘‘ There 1s another inquiry to which, perhaps, Professor Huxley may 
give some attention, as to why there is such a difficulty in rearing 
grayling in the Kennet. Better fortune, we believe, has recently 
attended the propagation of the grayling at Hungerford, but in no 
other part of the Kennet are grayling to be found, though at different 
times hundreds have been turned into the river. 

‘« Another peculiarity belongs to the crayfish, which will not live in 
some streams; notably the Pang, which rises near Compton, and, 
running through Bradfield, flows into the Thames at Pangbourne. It 
is said that the crayfish introduced irto this stream invariably crawl 
out of the water and die on the banks. We have heard it stated, with 
how much truth some of our readers deeply versed in such matters 
can, perhaps, say, that crayfish are not to be found in streams flowing 
north and south—only in streams with an east and west current, and 
not always there. : 

_ “Speaking of the Kennet trout, we are reminded of some informa- 
tion, with a proper reference, which came recently under our notice, 
as to the great size to which they sometimes attain in this river. Dr. 
Mavor, writing in 1805, mentions that Mr. Toomer is famous in pro- 

| ducing trout of very large size in his stews at Newbury, as many years 


ago he had three fish of that species which weighed 15lb. each ; two 
of them had been fattened by himself, the other was of that weight 
when taken out of the Kennet. At another time he had a trout grow 
until it had attained the weight of 17lb., when it was given to Lord 
Craven, who sent it as a present to King George HI. Dr. Mavor 
mentions also that.when in Newbury in that year (1805) he dined with 
a party who the day before had a trout at table weighing 152lb., 
which had been fattened in a stew about eighteen months. It mea- 
sured 31 inches in length, 20} in circumference, and the length ofhis jowl 
was 9 inches. A trout of 141b., adds Dr. Mavor, has, in the space of 
a year, grown in a stew to the weight of 8klb., and instances have 
been known of a trout growing 1lb, per week. 

‘‘ Resuming the ichthyological question regarding the Kennet trout, 
it would be well to ask at the outset whether the fact of its never 
migrating to other streams can be sufficiently established. The com~- 
mon trout (Salmo farzo) is distinguished in every stream by manifold 
variations of form and tint. In rivers rushing over gravelly beds it 
arrives at the highest perfection of shapely outline and silvery glow, 
its golden sides changing into a rich play of greys and browns, dashed 
with ruby spots, while in a moorland burn it becomes as dark as the 
peat itself, Ina river flowing over chalk, again, it acqu res a whitish 
tinge, these variations showing that nature gives it this power of 
adapting itself to its surroundings as a providential means of preser- 
vation from its numerous enemies. No one but a practical angler is 
aware of the extent of these variations. The late Mr. St. John proved 
by experiment that the same trout could, in as short a space of time 
as thirty minutes, adapt itself to the colour of the rocks, &c., which 
surrounded it. ‘Put a living black burn trout,’ he says, ‘into a white 
basin of water, and it becomes within half an hour of a light colour. 
Keep the fish living in a white jar for some days, and it becomes ab- 
solutely white ; but put it into a dark-coloured or black vessel, and, 
although on first being placed there the white-coloured fish shows 
most conspicuously on the black ground, in a quarter of an hour it 
becomes as dark-coloured as the bottom of the jar, and consequently 
difficult to be seen.’ Misled, probably, by this habit of the fish to 
assimilate itself to the tints of the ground on which it lives, some 
ichthyologists have proceedea to multiply the species of trout, but 
Mr. Francis is, no doubt, correct when he says: ‘ My conclusion is 
that Great Britain affords one species only, but countless varieties of 
the Salmo farzo.’ The power possessed by the trout of altering its 
colour to the colour of the locality in which it swims seems as involun- 
tary as the changefulness of the chameleon. The cause of this versa- 
tile colouring is thought not to reside in its scales, but in the surface 
of the skin immediately below them, and is probably a secretion 
wholly independent of the fish's will.’"—Vewdury Weekly News. 
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CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


—_—- 


By L. B. 





ON Friday evening, 17th inst., the usual monthly meeting of the 
West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies 
was held at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, 
Mr. L. Bonvoisin presiding, Mr. R. Murphy facinghim in the vice, in 
the unavoidable absence of Mr. Beckett. 

After the reading and confirming of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, 

Mr. Hoole read a letter from the authorities of the London and 
North-Western Railway Company (in answer to an application), 
granting the continuance of the issue of anglers’ cheap travelling 
tickets to Cheddington, and expressing a hope the same would be 
made use of. 

_A dispute between two societies, each claiming to be the original, 
caused some discussion and much merriment, and was finally referred 
back to the committee for investigation. An application for a reward 
from John and James Clarke, keepers to the Windsor and Eton 
Thames Angling Preservation Society, was next discussed. The 
conviction obtained was against a fisherman for taking fish during 
illegal hours; and, though the rewards of tos, 6d. each were voted 
(as the action was an offence against the Thames by-laws), yet there 
is no doubt that a majority of the meeting sympathised with fair and 
line angling after dark and before light, and were of opinion that 
there was far more serious and useful work for preservation societies 
to do than interfere with same. The question as to whether the rewards 
hitherto paid by the association for convictions obtained allover the 
country should not, in view of the serious and increasing strain upon 
the association’s funds, be limited to those waters within a certain 
radius of London, in which the members have a direct interest, was, 
after some discussion, sent back to the committee for investigation, 
as also was the question whether the minimum reward for each con- 
viction should not be reduced from ats. to 10s. 6d. 

Mr, J. Fitch, who attended from the Central Association, next 
asked the support and co-operation of the West Central Association 
in approaching the London, Brighton, and South Coast Railway Com- 
pany with a view of obtaining concessions on their line, notably to 
Amberley and Pulborough. 

Some conversation ensued, and the cordial co-operation of the West 
Central Association was promised, A deputationof the o flicers of the 
three associations and two delegates from each will meet shortly to 
concert ways and means and afterwards place themselves in com 
munication with the London, Brighten, and South Coast Railway 
authorities, 


42k 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Aveusr 25, 1883 


er eee ee ee ee eee 





Some routine business was then transacted; and upon the roll 
being called by the hon. secretary, Mr. T. Hoole, the following 
societies responded to their names :— - ia 

Amicable Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, Acton and Ealing, Bostonians, 
Bloomsbury Brothers, City of London, Cobden Anglers, Duke of 
Cornwall, Good Intent, Hammersmith United, Hammersmith Club, 
Hampstead, Jovial Anglers, Knights of Knightsbridge, Kingsland 
Brothers, North-Western, Prince of Wales, Portsmouth Waltonians, 
Princess of Wales, Rodney Piscatorial, South Loudon, Waltonians, 
and the Westbourne Park Piscatorial; from the East Central or 
United London Anglers’ Central Committee, Messrs. Ghurney and 
Medcalfe ; and Mr. J. Fitch from the Central Association of London 
Angling Societies. 

The usual vote of thanks to the chair and vice brought the meeting 
to a close. 

The twelfth annual summer dinner of the Good Intent Angling 
Society took place at Ye Olde Rye House, on Monday, August 2oth, 
Mr. H. T. Tibbatts in the chair, Mr. Thos. Smith in the vice; sixty- 
four members and friends sittiug down to do ample justice to the 
capital dinner provided by the worthy host. Among the toasts, which 
(and rightly on an occasion of this kind) were exceedingly limited, 
were the usual loyal toasts ; the Good Intent, responded to by Mr. R. 
Murphy; the Central Associations, responded to by Mr. T. Hoole; 
the Visitors, Mrs.-Roberts and family, the Chair, and the Vice-Chair, 
all duly honoured. Dinner took place at 2.30; and at 5.30,.and pre- 
sumably after the process of digestion had progressed sufficiently, 
the Good Intent Angling Society 150 yards running handicap, fora 
handsome plated cup given by Miss E. Roberts, was decided—the 
handicappers being Messrs. Murphy, W. Howe, and W. Hall; 
starter, Mr. B. Wood; referee, Mr. H. Courshu; judge, Mr. H. 
Tibbatts. A number of heats were run off and some very good time 
made by several competitors; the winner of the cup eventually 
proving to be Mr. R. King; the second (money) prize going to Mr. J. 
Christie ; and the third (money) to Mr. G. Rawlinson. 

My good friend, Mr. Hoole, sends me the following report of a 
recent day’s outing :— 

Fishing with James Gray, keeper to the Windsor and Eton Thames 
Angling Preservation Society, on the 16th inst., two friends and self 
managed to bag eleven dozen roach and dace, one barbel, and 
eighteen gudgeon; with the exception of two dace, they were all 
taken with greaves. I found Gray a most civil and obliging man, 
and strongly reeommend him to amy angler wishing to fish in the 
Windsor district. He has gained several convictions against 
poachers, and does allhe possibly can to stop illegal practices; in 
consequence, he has to put up with a great many nasty knocks from 
the ‘‘ knowing ones.” I trust the London anglers will encourage him 
by their patronage as often as possible—such men should have hearty 
support. The New Inn, Eton Square, Windsor, is a capital house to 
put up at; Mrs. Goddard, the hostess, is most obliging and reason- 
able in her charges, 

I had a day in the tidal water on the 1gth, with Edward Brown, of 
Richmond, and secured eight dozen sizeable dace; the fish, however, 
ran small, though in precisely the same swims, as I saw myself, the 
previous day they all ran a good size—such is the perversity of 
“* fishy ” nature. 

Don’t forget Mr. Bentley’s reading, at the Duke of Cornwall 
Angling Society’s club-room, Lismore Circus, Haverstock Hill, N.W., 
on Monday next (opposite Haverstock Hill Station, Midland Railway), 
Chair taken at nine o’clock. The subject, ‘‘The Sense of Pain in 
Fishes,” is one of deep interest to anglers. A discussion to follow. 
a brothers of the rod, club men, or otherwise, invited and heartily 
welcome. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





IrisH RHINE.—There is fair coarse fishing of all kinds in. the Avon above 
Bath, and we think day tickets can be had; but we recommend you to ask 
Messrs. O. Handlen and Co., fishing tackle makers, 48, Victoria Street, 
Bristol, and feel sure they will give you full particulars. 

S. S.—Moulsey is a very good spot for general Thames fishing. A fine pater- 
noster, with livé minnows as bait, will be your best lure for perch; gentles, 
for roach; and whipping under the boughs, with a small frog or a bunch 
of half a dozen gentles, for chub, Let the bait ‘flop ” in as close to the 
side as possible, and throw often. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


( Ws donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. ] 


; CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES. 

Srr,—‘' Skin the Fish’? asks for information where flies from Cutcliffe’s 
book can be got. 

T have seenso many of the Redditch imitations, and living as I do in the 
centre of the district Cutcliffe fished, and having many of the colour feathers’ 
he named, some being thirty and forty years old, that I must warn fishermen that 
they are not genuine, and even Judson’s dyes will not come up to colour. If 
any doubt exists respecting colour I always refer to my old feathers. But the 
rivers Cutcliffe fished in do not contain so many fish as in his day. I have 


known instances in the Bray where ten or twelve dozen were not unusual, but 


not so now—five or six dozen will be cried up. 

I feel sure if you kept a column for line advertisements of really bond fide fly 
and tackle makers for every county, you would do not only yourself but fisher- 
men generally a great service. I would willingly offer 41 a year towardsa 
prize for fly makers in Devon for the best make, say three flies; and if other 


Devonian fly fishermen would do likewise we should make fly-inaking a great 
art, and ‘‘dyed hackle’’ makers wou'd be exterminated. 

I do not believe that many of the colours of Cutcliffe are in existence, but 
only know of three or four persons who keep his/colours, which were very goc 

I never see any prizes offered for the best colourand breed of fowls for fi 
making, and if any of your readers do, I shall be glad to hear of one 

Trusting I have not spun too long a yarn, I wili now say, If you would lik 
to have one cf each of Cutcliffe’s own feathers, I will gladly send you them, 
Iam, &c., Rusty GAME, 

Rowe, Barnstaple. 

[Should be glad to have the feathers, and will add a guinea to your prize { 
the three best Devon flies—unstained feathers. —ED. ] 


VISITING THE CLUBS. 

S1r,—Would you kindly allow me a space in the FisHING GAZETTE fo. 
word to the secretaries of angling clubs? As I live some distance from t 
club-house I cannot always see the Visiting List; but if I and othe: membe 
and would-be members, knew where the clubs visits’ were held, with time a 
date, we should be only delighted to pay them a visit when we cannot g 
away fishing.—I am, &c., Top RING. 

Aug. 18. 


EARLY APPEARANCE OF OVA IN TROUT. 

Sir,—I see in your correspondence column a letter from H. Bradfield an 
the milt in a cock trout that he caught. It may be interesting to him to kn 
that I caught a’ hen fish yesterday in a pond fed by a mountain brook, full 
spawn the size of No. 3 shot. The trout weighed 144 0z,, and the spawn w 
2 oz. ; nevertheless, the fish was, when cooked, nearly as pink in colour as t 
sewin, and quite firm. 

T intended writing for your advice re circumventing the trout in the sa 
pond, and, if youelect to publish this, please put a postscript with the nece 
sary wrinkle. The pool is too full of weeds to spina natural minnow, an 
except in one or two holes, the weeds rise within a few inches of the surfac 
and a moth fly late in the evening would get entangled. The one I had wy 
with wasp grub, and I got smashed with Bulmer’s gut as if it had been co 
web, with three more. The pond is so small that if you play a fish you .do1 
get another near one of the holes fora couple of hours. I had baited, « 
rather, as I was fishing, kept flinging a few grubs in constantly.—I am, &c., 

Aug, 17. M. L: 
“ [We saw eggs this size in a fish we killed on the Anton, in Hampshire. 
fortnight ago. Some early fish are found every season in every trout strea1 
Try a dry fly on the pond or a pixe-scale fly.—ED ] 





SPORT ON ORMESBY BROAD. 

Sir,—I have been enjoying a few days’ fishing on Ormesby Broad, and thin 
ing it might interest some of your readers, I beg to tell you my success. Duri 
last week, strong winds and large fish, but few caught. This corn 
three hours, myself and triend, Mr. Cooper, of Brighton, Sussex, were fo 
tunate enough to land nineteen fish, eighteen of them bream, weighi 
19 lb. 6 oz., and one perch weighing I lb. Io oz. Host Muncey, of the He! 
Fool, I found very civil and obliging, and he says that the perch was the large 
caught thisseason. But there are some very large fish there, as I had no le 
than four break clean away with hooks, &c.—large bream I fancy. 

Weather fine and hot, and water in grand condition.—I am, &c., 

TuHos, P, BROAD, 

Holly Lodge, Great Ormesby, near Yarmouth. =. 
August 21. 





MR. T. R. SACHS AT BALLINA. ‘ 
S1r,—I am staying here with Doctor Coates, of the Piscatorial Society, ar 
to-day (the 21st inst.), caught three salmon each, the largest caught by tl 
doctor, weighing 121b. The nets being off the river is full of salmon. Roc 
fishing allowed til: September 16th. My friend was much pleased with bh 
first salmon. It was an exciting half-hour’s struggle.—I am, &c., 
T. R. Sacus, Piscatorial Society. 


FISHING FRENSHAM PONDS. 
Srr, —Can you or any of your readers kindly inform me whether day ticket 
can be obtained to fish Frensham ponds at or near Farnham ?—Lam, &c., 


GRAYLING IN THE HUMBER. 

S1z,—Sir John Hawkins, ina note on Walton's ‘‘ Complete Anyler,’’ sa) 
‘‘grayling is found in great plenty in many rivers in the North, particularly i 
the Humber.’’ 

It would be interesting to know if Sir John had any grounds for such a stat 
ment, and, if so, what they were. I have failed to find any. Can Hull angle 
throw any light on the subject ?—I am, &c., 

W. 4H. L. 





NETTING THE ARUN. a 

S1r,—In your issue of August 18, page 412, thereis no doubt that [ am th 
clergyman alludedto. The lessee of the fishery under the Duke of Norfolk ha 
for years delegated the right of netting to me—some nine miles, I very seldon 
exercised it, and during the three last years my net has not been wetted. I dis 
continued drawing the river almost entirely for the sake of the anglers. Ihay 
been myself all my life an ardent fisherman in fresh and salt water. I haven 
reason personally to wish to interfere with our London friends, certainly not? 
the way “‘ Mark Antony ’’ mentions.—I am, &c., 

JaMEs CARLETON KING, 
Vicar of Bury. 


THE PIKE IN LINLITHGOW LOCH. ; 
S1r,—I beg to send aa answer to Mr. T. R. Sachs, and to say I have 
doubt whatever as to what the keeper says, seeing other parties testify havin 
seen a duck of 5 or 6 Ib. weight seized and carried down to be devoured beloy 
Mr. James McNee is correct ; such pike have been caught in Lochs Tummel an 
Rannoch, and in Lochleven pike have been frequently caught with the n: 
20 to 301b., and in one instance one of 45 lb. weight. : 
At times nets have been tried to capture the pike in Linlithgow Loch. Bu 


Avaust 25, 1883] 
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T believe such nets were formed out of herring netting, and in every instance 
when a jack was surrounded he just slipped through, leaving a hole as ifa 
grampus had been there. It will take Mr. Anderson to have one of his 
strongest and best new salmon coble nets, which he’s getting ready as soon as 
salmon fishing closes. ; 

Should Mr. T. R. Sachs think of coming down to have a try with the 
monsters, I shall have great pleasure ia going out with him to secure a boat, 
and Jet him enjoy himself with jack—I prefer a cast for the king of fish ; and if 
all goes well I expect to be with him on the Teith on the 22nd, and as long 
as the water keeps good for angling. It must be full of fish, as on the 8th, 
gth, and roth, immediately below my water, the men captured with their nets 
no léss than three ton each day, and the flood rising and continuing hundreds 
would escape past the nets into ourangling water. And should Mr, Sachs be 
keen for salmon as pike I shall be most happy to give him a ticket and the use 
of my beat, and my assistance to land a fish if I am at home.—I am, &c., 

Joun ANDERSON. 

Edinburgh, August 20. 

[Unless we are mistaken, Mr, Sachs is now salmon-fishing in the north-west 
of Ireland. We think we can say he will be quite ready either for a qo lb. 
pike or salmon.—ED. ] 


LOUGH REAGH, IRELAND. 

S1r,—I may say that Ihave just had good sport with the bream in a river 
feeding Lough Reagh (Ireland). One forenoon after breakfast I brought to 
grass ten bream scaling 45 ]b., the smallest weighing 3 Ib. and the largest 6 lb. 
I may add that I found these fish much more productive of sport when hooked 
than those I have killed in some English lakes. 

J was sorry to hear that the Fisheries Act is shamelessly broken in the dis- 
tricts above named (near Athlone), the net being used in the lake for trout 
curiog the close season, and the fish thus caught stored in ponds specially 
made till they could be’ sold in the market, though indeed only a proportion 


eee 


A £20 Fins For NETTING THE Wyz.—On Friday, at Ross (Hertfordshire) 
Police Court, before Captain Power (Chairman), a fishmonger named 
Joseph William Barker, was summoned by the Wye Board of Conservators for 
fishing in the river Wye at Goodrich, in the county of Hereford, witha 
salmon-net for salmon without a license on June 29th. Mr. Gwynne James, 
of Hereford, prosecuted, and Mr. Williams defended. Defendant was turther 
summoned for a similar offence on July 13th. Mr. Gwynne James, addressing 
the Bench, called their attention to the statute under which the summons was 
issued, showing that if the offence was made out the Bench would have to 
inflict a penalty double the amount of the license which should have been taken 
cut, and such further penalty as they might consider right nos ex:eeding £29, 
The amount of the license was £5, and as the facts were not controverted he 
should ask that a penalty double that amount be inflicted in each case, anda 
further penalty of ts. The facts were that on June 29th defendant was fishing 
in the Wye with three nets, and had only one license, and on July 13th he was 
again fishing with three nets, and only had two licenses, one of which was 
dated that day. Defendant was fined £10 in each and costs, making a sum of 
£22 17s. 6d. inflicted by the Bench. 

NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The nvmber of visitors on Saturday was 20,153, making a total 
for Jast week of 100,810. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,337,623. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 
STOCKBREEDERY’ 
Me eqdiecizume @ibinaesti. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 








cf the fish survived captivity till the desired time. 


At the beginning of August a second batch of May-fly was plentiful on 
these waters, but the trout would not look at it—I am, 


August 17. 


[Our impression is that Mr. King’s preservative will keep the baits much 
better than methylated spirits, certainly much brighter, and without that un- 
pleasant smell which we agree with ‘‘ Rus in Urbe’’ in thinking is probably 
enything but attractive to fish. Specimens of baits preserved in Mr. King’s 
preservative may be seen in beautiful condition at the Fisheries Exhibition, 
where they have been since the opening in May.—ED.] 





Geronrce James EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 
NWoblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. i 
t A trial is all that is required from 
pentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 
All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices 
Point Flies, 2s, 6d, per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. 


or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, 
of the best fishermen of the day. 


attended to.—[Apvr.] 


&c., buoyant condition :— 


Rus 1N URBE. 


be had separately, 


British Empire. 
CAUTION.—See that 


No flies sent 





Orders punctually 


DAY, 


22. DORSET STREET, BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 
AND WANTAGE, 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine Leality and 


‘* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. 
** GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility, 
* RED DRENCH,”’ for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 
“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 
** BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 
‘““GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 
* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills, 
**CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. 
Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,’? £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid, Each artic’e can 


Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 


the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


SON & HEWITT, 





BERKS. 











Taco DpOR. OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





The American Journal of Angling and Shooting. 


The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentjemen the world over. It stands at the head of all American 
publications ofits class; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 
Pea and River Fishing. Fisheulture. 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 
Yachting and Canocing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr, Fred. Mather, 
the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


The weekly numbers of the Forest anp Stream annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 


Terms, post free, 2)s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 


Published by the Foresr anp StrEAM PuBLisHine Company, 37, Park 
Row, New York, U.S. 


Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and Rivineron, Crown 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies, 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
ys pee bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
calle 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR. EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





* The book embraces a wide field of usefulness,” —British 
_Workwoman, 


“Can scarcely fail to prove of service,’—The Rock. 


PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


ANGLERS CAN NOW OBTAIN 


KING'S 
NATURAL BAIT 


For ROACH, BREAM, CARP, CHUB, etc., 
from almost all tackle dealers throughout the King- 
dom, its superiority over ordinary bread or biscuit 
paste being always acknowledged, while its con 
stantly increasing sale proves it to be what it is repre- 
sented, and not an article held out to deceive anglers. 
As a proof of this the following unsolicited testimo- 
nials are quoted, which must convince anglers of the 
genuineness of the bait, far more than any unsup- 
ported statements of the proprietor. 





Mr. King, Dear Sir,—I have given the bait you sent me 
to several of my customers, and they all speak very highly 
of it. My son, who is only 13 years of age, tried it on 
Saturday, and filled his basket with tench and roach, I 
shall require large stocks of it next season.—W, Rams- 
BOTTOM, 

Liverpool, Sept, 1st, 1881, 


Dear Sir,—All my customers speak well of your bait, and 
as I am nearly without I will thank you to send meon6 
doz. more. Please send at once, as I have several waiting 
for it.—HeEnry Boor, 

13, Chariot Street, Hull, June 2oth, 1883. 


Mr, J. E. Gold, 284, Waterloo Road, 8.E. 

Sir,—Please send me another packet of King’s Natural 
Bait same as previously supplied. I have used it on several 
occasions, and can certainly say I find it a capital substi- 
tute for the ordinary bread paste. It hinds well to the hook, 
and the fish evidently like it, as each time I have had very 
fair takes ot both roach and bream.—Yours truly, A. F, 
Cow Ley. 

11, Fenwick Road, East Dulwich, 


In packets, 3d., 6d. & 1s. each. Postage extra. 


CEROLEUM. 


A Waterproof Dressing for Hemp and Silk Fishing 
Lines, Boots, Leggings, &c. 

The “ Trent Otter”? (Mr. J. W. Martin) says: ‘‘ I can cor-~ 
dially recommend your Ceroleum, to pike fishers generally, 
for with it a line may.be made to last double the time it 
would without, and two dressings of the line as directed is 
quite sufficient for a season’s pike fishing. 3 

“ A great advantage with it is, it does not cause the line 
to be stiff and rigid, nor leave any objectionable stickiness,”’ 


In packets, 6d. and 1s. each. 


WM. KING, Chemist, r, New Road, Commercial Road, 
A Loxpow, B, ae 


Summer Tours in Scotland, 





GLASGOW AND THE HIGHLANDS. 





(Royal Route via Crinan and Caledonian Canals.) 


TOURISTS’ SPECIAL CABIN TICKETS issued, en- 
titling the holder to sai‘ during the time specified, in any or 
all of the fleet of (19) steamers, and to any part of the High- 
lands at which they may call, Oneweek, £3; two weeks 
45 3 Or six separate days, £3 tos, 


THE ROYAL MAIL SWIFT PASSENGER STEAMER 


“COLUMBA” OR “IONA” 


Sails daily from May till October, from Glasgow at 7 a.m, 
and from Greenock about 9 a.m., in connection with Express 
Trains from London and the South, Edinburgh, and Glas- 
gow, &c., for Kyles of Bute, Tarbert, and Ardrishaig, con- 
veying Passengers for Oban, Glencoe, Inverness, Lochawe, 
Staffa and Iona, Mull, Skye, Gairloch, Stornoway, &c., &c. 


Official Guide, 3d.; Illustrated, 6d. and 1s., at W. H. 
SMITH and SON, Railway Bookstalls. Bill, with Map and 
Tourist Fares, free, at Messrs. CHATTO and WINDUS, 
Publishers, 214, Piccadilly, London; or by post from the 
Owner, DAVID MACBRAYNE, 110, Hope Street, Glasgow, 


COMFORT IN WALKING. 

T.R. BLURTON & €0.’S 
BASY WIDE WELT 
BOOTS & SHOES 


Are the most comfortable. 










A'l sizes in stock. 


Send for Ilus- 
trated Catalogue, 
with Directions 


for Sel™~Measure- 
ment. 


THE AYGLER'S BOUT. oR Bes EES 4 
5, 6,7, 8, & 9, Booksellers’ Row, Strand ; and 
| 11, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 46383 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


9 and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 


Anventor and Patentee of the Hew Perfect 
Combination Reel. 

Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, 10, or II feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition ase, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any ion 
and superior finish. : 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s, 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
3s. 3 3} inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s. ; 44 inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. 9d., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, 1s. 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, td. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in. the N.t- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 34 inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, price 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou'fit, 
price I5s. 

All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price Tit on application, and 
free by post. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 9 oz. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 ect, stand-up rings, Wunch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Cartiage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

«6 Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan re- 
’ commend it as being all it pretends to be,’’—FisHine 
GAZETTE. 

x yardgut cas 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 
per dozer ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gvt manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., rod., short, and best long 1s, 1cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 











Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM TNE 
VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
REDDITCH. 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 














ESTABLISHED. 1857. 


REUBEN HEATON, 
PracticalSalmonand 
Trout Reel Maker, 


Ask for Reuben Heaton’s Best Salmon and Trout 
Reels, as I warrant them to work freely when full of 
Jine. 

Also his newly-inyented Nottingham Double Centre 
Reels, with check, which can be adjusted by a turn 
of the centre pin. 

20,000 REELS ALWAYS IN STOCK, 
WHOLESALE ONLY. 
UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

WN ANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for ail parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practical angler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods cf the most sound and useful descri. tion, 
also to give information 1especting Loealit'es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘Sun and Planet’’ Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


DIVISION 14. 


THE 
“ MACNEE” PIKE SCALE FLY. 


Wings made frem prepared Fike Scales, Genuine only 
from Inventor, 


Tr 
JAMES MACNEE, Bohally, Pitlochry (N.B.). 


Extract from “ Trout Fishing near Canterbury,’ by R. B. 
Marston, Esq. :— y 
‘‘ T set great store by these Flies now, asI find they 
will kill when nothing else will.”’ 


BEWARE oF IMITATIONS. 


THE GAME FISHES O 
AMERICA. . 
With the first issue frdanary 6, x849)° of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 





3d. each, 





A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — CCLORATION, STRUC- 


TURE, Etc. 

HABITS AND HABITATS. 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 

WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 

THEM. . , 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTUBE, Etc., Etc. 





Tue American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
wack, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of Amerizan witers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tue Ancier, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, , 
252, BROADWAY, 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 
NEW YORK. CITY, *U.°S: A. 





Peas AL AQUARIUM.—This Day. 





Ree AQUARIUM.—The MOST 
i POPULAR PLACE of AMUSEMENT, Wet or 
Ty. é 


RoOrse AQUARIUM.—TWO GREAT 
VARIETY 5HOWS DAILY, at 3 and 8 p.m, 





tee: AQUARIUM. — CAPTAIN 
URECK, the HUNGARIAN GIANT, is the 
TALLEST MAN 1N THE WORLD, only twenty years 
of age, and is still growing. 


}2O728 AQUARIUM. — CAPTAIN 
URECK, the GREAT HUNGARIAN GIANT, 
SINGS and PROMENADES AMONG the AUDIENCE, 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 
WHALE. 








ieee AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 
LIVE WHALE FED at 2.3¢, 5.30, and 9.30, On 
exhibition the whole day, Admission 1s., and can be seen 
without entering the Aquarium. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—Prices as usual, 


1s. up to 6 o'clock ; 28, afterwards, 





79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON, 







FISHING, SHOOTING, 


NO SPORTSMAN should leave for the 
RIVERS OK MOORS without having 


[ STRAWSON'S WATERPROOP, 





OO 








a a eae 
This WATEWPnOOF has obtained a world-wide reputation, 
and has been used by the leading SPORTSMEN, and for 
dressing Harness, for upwards of TWENTY YEARS. It is as 
good for Lavres’ Boots as GENTLEMEN'S, as it will restore 
the soft appearance of the most delicate Kid Leather 
without the slightest injury to it, neither does it interfere 
with the polish from good Blacking. 

SHOOTING AND OTHER Boots dressed with St will ranist ie 
the action of Dew, Rain, Snow, and Sea Water, increasing 
the comfort of the wearer, and by its softening effects upon } ¥ 
the leather, helping to prevent blisters and chafing fi 
the feet. Where necessary It may also be applied to 
soles of Boots and Shoes with advantage. at 

TESTIMONIAL 
From H.0. PENNELL, Eeq., Author of “The” Practical 
Modern Angler,” and other scientific works. 

5, Cadogan Terrace, London, 8.W.,Sept 20th, 1880, 
DEAR §1r,- ‘ray make use ofmy name. I hay» often 
stated (and uiways asserted in my books) my bellef that 
your Waterproofing is the BEST IN THE WORLD - 
sporting purposes, and indeed the only one which willl. .p 
out Melting Snow 
Yours truly, H. CHOLMONDELEY PENNELL, 
Mr. H. Strawson, Exeter. 
































Sold Retail by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddlers, 
: : _ Jronmongers, & others, 
in Tins, pric R IS., 28., 58-5 & 10s., each 
Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler to procure {t for you, or 
send Stamps for the fe ofa Tin to the Proprietor, ¥ io 
will forward ¢ Sample, carriage free, to any address, 
re Wholesale by the Sole Proprietor:-— 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lanr, LEEDS, 


Manager* I. Strawson, late of Exeter. 

















ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACOIDENTS. 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSF THEIR COST 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE ; 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. ~ 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng against 
Accidents of all kinds, ’ ! 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 


PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £250,000, 
Mopgeratgé& PREMIUMS, - . 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after five years. 


: 
£1,840,000. ; 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. ' 


Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Laca — 
Agents, or 8, Giand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON. e 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED _ 6d. per Pkt. 








AN TS’ S. = | 

A Nourishing Food EGGS. oe & 
FrresH WatTER Fish. 7 

Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S. — 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c. for | 


the Aquaria, 
52, King William Street, City, and South-Eastem 
Railway Station, Cannon Street. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders of all — 
~~ kinds of Fish. aan | 





° 


A BOON TO ANGLERS!}] — 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 


Both the Uppers 25 and Soles by a 
S. 


Patented Process are guaranteed 
Waterproof, ensuring 
DRY AND WARM FEET. 









Carriage free to any part of the country. ne 





-WILSON and SON, 


| 


A 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c,, must be addressed to the Editor of the FisHInG GazettE, No. x2, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of goid faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 


Tuer Fisuixc Gazette js published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. 
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Avrual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s,; orpost 
ree, tos, 6d, 


To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sizpence, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of 
Tue Fisuinc Gazeitr, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


American Office and Agency, Mr, De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 


N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs, Sampson Low, Marston, AND Co., the Proprietors, 
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THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


MEETING of the general committee to hear the report of 
the executive committee was held at the board-room at the 
Fisheries Exhibition, last Tuesday at noon, Mr. Edward Birkbeck, 
M.P., in the chair. 

Among those present were the following gentlemen :—The 
Marquis of Hamilton; Sir E. W. Watkin, Bart., M.P. ; Sir John 
Whittaker Ellis, Bart.; General Sir Henry Norman, K.C.B., 
C.I.E.; Sir Fred) Bramwell;-C,E., F.R.S.; Vice-Admiral A. 
Phillimore; E. Birkbeck, Esq., M.P.; Captain G. S. Austin ; 
A. D. Bartlett, Esq.; J. T. Carrington, Esq.; T. Crumplen, 
ieq.; ff. Ffetinell, “Esq. A. Jardine, Esq.; E. Jex, Esq.; 
H. Lee, Esq.; T. J. Mann, Esq.; R. B. Marston, Esq.; Major 
‘Flood Page; C. Poland, Esq.; J. Stevenson, Esq.;_ H. Toozes, 
Esq.; and F. Wiseman, Esq. 

The chairman read the report, which referred to the encourag= 
ing fact that over one and a half million visitors had attended the 
Exhibition, and stated that the railways of the United Kingdom 
were arranging special excursions at low rates for the purpose of 
enabling the provincial labouring and artisan classes to visit the 
Exhibition, and that all parties of over one hundred coming 
together the executive had decided to admit at 9d. each. It was 
gratifying to know that the sixpenny fish dinners, which are so 
popular, have realised a profit. The conferences had been very 
successful, and the building being illuminated by the electric 
light in the evening had undoubtedly attracted a great many 
visitors. The grounds would be extensively illuminated next 
Saturday evening, and if it proved successful, the practice would 
be continued on Saturday evenings. The performances by the 
bands of the Grenadier Guards and the 6th Thuringian Infantry 
Regiment had been greatly appreciated by the public. At the 
close of the Exhibition the agreement between the executive 
committee and her Majesty’s Commissioners of 1851 is to be 
renewed for a period of three years for the sole purpose of hold- 
ing exhibitions, and the executive committee have every reason 
to believe that, with the approval of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, 
K.G., exhibitions of great importance wili be held in each of 
these years. The executive committee run no risk whatever 
under this arrangement, and they stand a very excellent chance 
of making four thousand pounds a year for the next three years. 
If we understand Mr. Birkbeck correctly the arrangement is as 
follows :—The Commissioners of 1851 extend the present lease 
to the executive committee for three years. The executive sub- 
let to another committee of some other exhibition, and they take 
half of any profit made up to £8,000, and divide it 
with the Commissioners. Thus, if the Floral and 
Horticultural Exhibition, which isto be held next year, makes 
a net profit of ‘£20,000, it will have to give £8,000 to the 


executive of the Fisheries, who will give half to the Com- 
missioners, ee 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 427 








aoc 


The Exhibition will be open as long as the number of visitors 
daily justifies its being kept open—in plain English, as long as it 
pays to keep it open. 

The adjourned Conference on the Duke of Edinburgh's paper 
may be resumed if H.R.H. visits London. 

After the report had been read and referred to by the chairman, 
Sir Edward Watkins proposed its adoption, which was unani- 
mously carried; Mr. Birkbeck then asked the members of the 
general committee if they had any suggestions to make. 

Mr. E. Jex advocated a conference of practical fishermen, 
and offered to open the conferences every day. 

Mr. Birkbeck replied that the conferences could take place at 
any time. 

Mr. R. B. Marston asked the chairman if he could name any 
probable date for the announcement of the awards of the jurors, 
as thousands of exhibitors were most anxiously waiting for 
information on this point. 

Mr. Birkbeck replied that the executive were doing all in their 
power to hasten on the reports of the jurors, that some of them 
had not been received yet, and that they had to be placed before 
the special commissioners appointed by her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, for consideration and approval, so it was unfortunately im- 
possible to say exactly when the reports would be published. 

A very cordial vote of thanks to Mr. Birkbeck, proposed by 
Sir F. Bramwell and seconded by Sir John Ellis, having been 
briefly acknowledged by Mr. Birkbeck, the proceedings terminated. 








WASP GRUB FISHING FOR TROUT. 


** My rodand my line, my float and my lead, 
My hook and my plummet, my whelstone and knife, 
My basket and my baits, both living and dead, 
My net and my meat, for that is the chief; 
Then I must have thread, and hairs green and small, 
With mine angling purse ; and so you have all.” 
—WALTON. 


T was at the end of August, 18—, when the ripening of the 
peaches on the walls, and the jargonel pears upon the trees 
call into activity the ‘‘bothersome” wasps, whose nests, when 
found, are immediately assaulted in the dusk of summer nights 
by urchins armed with fuse, or scientifically-made powder squib, 
who dig out the great cakes of fat grubs to sellin the morning to 
the local angler. The trade was brisk this year, for a great legal 
luminary had come down for the long vacation, and being a real 
good old sportsman, was trying to sweep the dry legal cobwebs 
from his brain with the pursuit of the gentle art ina neighbouring 
trout stream, where the speckled beauties in the hot month of 
August are loth to rise at the fly, preferring to lie at the bottom 
sucking in all the drowned delicacies that their own particular 
eddy happens to bring before their dainty noses. At this season 
the luscious wasp grub is a deadly bait, whether worked witha 
running line without float in the streams and side eddies, or with 
light quill float in the deep pools of the quiet reaches above the 
numerous mills. 

Here the man of law, after making glad the hearts of village 
lads by giving them double the usual price for wasp grubs, would 
resort with footman heavy laden with tackle, lunch, and bottled 
beer, but carrying his burden with heart made light by the thought 
that he would get more of the drink than his good-natured 
master—and many a sly pull at the bottle have I seen the rascal 
take, secure from detecticn through the dipping and bobbing of 
the little float. Little cared he for the sport, but generally seemed 
to be ‘‘doing himself very well,” as he basked in the sunshine, 
dreaming of Mary Jane left behind ina London area. ‘To the 
master this was Elysium after the stuffy law courts—to sit by a 
pleasant stream, filled with an intense excitement when the 
dancing of the quill indicated more sport; or, when the fish were 
listless, to be listless, too, and lazily watch the bright-eyed water 
rats gnawing the long green blades of grass, and the water hens 
leading about their’ now half-grown broods in search of food, 
jerking their tails merrily as they swim. 

In the same village there lived a retired colonel, also an ardent 
disciple of the great Izaak, who was pleased to have found a com- 
panion for his fishing excursions. .So occasionally these two 
would drive off on an expedition together, fishing on opposite 
sides of the pretty stream, vieing against each otherin good- 
natured rivalry to catch the most and biggest fish. On one of 
these joint excursions, well loaded with lunch, &c., they drove off, 
accompanied, as usual, by the townsman, sitting behind with a 
self-satisfied grin on his countenance, as he tenderly tucked in the 
bottled Bass under the seat, thinking how he shouid probably be 
left alone to look after the lunch while the friendly rivals, with 
stooping attitude, crept up and down the streamy bits, dipping 
their baits in every likely-looking curl. So it proved, and the 


i sportsmen, carrying their own nets, went eagerly to work, 
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‘By Jove! Colonel, here’s a sweet place,” says the lawyer, his 
face beaming with anticipation. . 

Plop! In goes the bait at the top of a beautiful, curling back- 
water, where it isa million to one that a trout is lying. Ha! 
the line stops inits trundling course ; a sharp strike, and the first 
fish of the day is fighting gallantly against terrible odds. All to 
no purpose, for he is soon grassed and basketed by the now 
radiant fisherman. 

Surely such times as these are pure enjoyment to a man who 
for months has been sitting in stern judgment upon his fellows. 
What would not a criminal in the dock give to see such a smile 
upon the eminent man’s face as now lights it up? So they go 
on up the rippling stream, alternately catching, and chaffing each 
other at the loss ofa “real big one” (fish lost are always real 
big ones. Verb. sap.), until the choice spot of the day is reached. 
Itis a stone bridge just below a small island, round which the 
stream runs furiously, concentrating all its force to rush under the 
left-hand arch, hollowing out a deep channel in the middle, then 
flung up again seething from the bottom to form a deep eddying 
pool oneach side around and under the overlapping masonry. 
This is a favourite spot forthe monsters to lie, who scorn to eat 
anything smaller than a lively minnow or choice clot of grubs, 
and even when ensnared by one of’these a quick rush down the 
rocky rapid often sets them free to return later on to their old 
haunt in the eddy, where thenceforth they sit wagging their old 
tails, and winking as they see their younger brethren caught, 
until having, from over-caution and age, becomeas black asa hat, 
lean, and bull-headed, they probably in the end succumb to the 
eel hook and worms of a village boy, for pride must have its fall. 
It was the colonel’s good fortune to be on the side of the favourite 
arch; so after trying the opposite one in vain, his companion 
crossed to help with the net, in case of a rush down the dreaded 
rapid. Acouple of dozen nice grubs are thrown sharply into the 
side eddies so as to sink them at once, the depth is carefully 
plumbed, and three or four of the choicest of the young queens 
are threaded on the hook—an irresistible bait for any ordinary- 
minded trout, whose appetite has been whetted by picking up the 
single ones thrown in. Standing below the arch, the colonel 
gently chucks the bait into the beginning of the backwater, 
watching with eager eye the little upright quill as it sails undis- 
turbed up to the top, coming down again with the rush of the 
stream. Again he tries, leaning well forward, to allow the bait to 
float right up to the top, where a ledge of stone overhangs the 
quiet eddy just before it joins the seething stream. A chuck at 
the light quill—yes, another; give him time, now! As the float 
disappears the quick downward pull is met by the colonel’s steady, 
upward strike, and in a moment his rod bends double with the 
frantic struggles of a grand fish. ‘‘ Look out for him coming 
down!’’ he shouts, as the excited veteran runs to his side with 
the landing-net. Not a moment too soon, for down comes the 
fish like a flash towards the rapid below; but, foiled 
by the sight of the net, goes up again to “‘ pather”’ in a provoking 
way under the masonry. A steady strain brings him out safe ; 
another rush down, this time meaning business at any price. 
‘‘ Now, then!” And as he passes, the quick arm and eye of the 
netter, acting in perfect unison, bring the net up round him as he 
flashes by, landing him allin the same motion among the long 
grass, where, quickly extricated from the meshes, he receives his 
coup de grace, and lies a perfect beauty, the admiration of his 
joint captors, who gasp out, ‘‘A 131b., if he’s anounce.” ‘Yes, 
by Jove, and what condition!” After a last, long, loving, lan- 
guishing look from both, the beauty is placed carefully ona bed 
of fresh-plucked grass in the creel, whose length will hardly 
permit of him being laid out straight, so that even in death there 
is a scornful curl in his broad, strong tail. 

Cooling down from the excitement of the capture, the angry 
grumblings of two empty bread-baskets”’ remind the sportsmen 
that it is time to demolish the lunch which the love-sick George 
has got ready under the shade of a neighbouring fence. Accord- 
ingly, they proceed to satisfy their cravings, smiling with sheer 
enjoyment as they talk over the thrilling moments of the fight, 
ee drink to the “big ’un” in foaming but lukewarm bottled 

eer. 

Here let me tell fellow fishermen, who, like myself, enjoy a 
snack in the middle of a long day’s fishing, but object to have 
their liquor the same temperature as the warm summer air, of a 
simple dodge, which seems to be comparatively unknown. Tie 
string securely round the necks of your bottles, and choosing a 
bush whose overhanging branches touch the cool, shaded water, 
hang the doomed culprits to such branches, so that your liquor is 
down in the cool trouty depths until your return, to be rewarded 


for your slight trouble by a really refreshing drink. But be not- 


like the moorhen, who builds her untidy nest carefully hidden 
from her own side of the stream, but a conspicuous object from 
the other, lest a pair of fishermen come by and the one opposite 
your treasure call to his friend to draw up the string, perhaps know- 
ing the dodge, or thinking it to be a poaching night-line, For 
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then your bottle, chucked across the stream for mutual drinks, 
will be on your return an empty wilderness. i 

After lunch, the replenished and now lazy anglers resolved, 
going above the favourite bridge, to adopt the easier mode of wasp 
grubbing, in an orchard where the water ran slow, 4 or 5 feet deep. 
Here, each well baiting a deep pool, within comfortable chatting 
distance of the other, they pass the evening smoking the calumet 
of peace, their eyes fixed intently on their quills, their rest only 
disturbed by the pleasant labour of alternately wielding the 
landing net, when lying on the legal or martial stomach they can 
reach the struggling yellow captive, 

When the shades of evening are fast falling, and their mists 
begin to curl and play upon the surface of the water, with the 
prudence of age and practical experience of rheumatism, they 
agree to “Jack it up,” slowly trudging with fairly well-filled 
creels to the house, hard by, of the genial owner of the water. 
Here they linger, sipping just a thimbleful of comforting whiskey 
pressed upon them by the ever-hospitable sportsman, until the 
dogcart comes round, when, almost reluctantly mounting, they 
drive off home contentedly, dreamily listening to the ‘* Hold. 
fa-a-ast!”” of the team-boys amongst the golden harvest, and 
brightening into admiring liveliness as they spy a fine covey of 
birds crouching low upon a wayside stubble. 

On arriving at the village, where the colonel is to be set down 
at the corner, a fierce friendly argument arises as to which of 
them is to take the “big un”—the colonel, good-naturedly 
wishing the judge to have it; the judge equally firmly insisting 
that he cannot think of it. At length, to settle the question, the 
judge whips up his horse; but the other, not thus to be done, 
saying, ‘‘No, no; here, you take it,” pops it into the back of the 
retreating cart, and proceeds home, pleased to have been the 
victor in the rivalry of good nature. ; 

A few days after, they met again, when the colonel asked, 
jokingly, ‘‘ Well, how did the big trout eat?” ‘‘ Why, what do 
you mean? You had him.” ‘No; I putit into the back’of the 
dogcart.” ; 

We will draw a veil over the wrath of the master when he dis- 
covered that the love-sick one, taking the colonel’s remark of 
‘‘ Here, you take it,” to refer to him, had had that “ big un” 
cooked as a tit bit for his own supper in the servants’ hall; but, 
though the wrath soon cooled down to a hearty laugh, still “the 
eating of the big trout” is rather a sore subject. 

VINCENS: 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


SOME HAND-BOOKS AND PAPERS ISSUED IN CON- 
NECTION WITH THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES EXHIBITION.* 


FISHERIES AND FISHERMEN OF ALL COUNTRIES. From the Earliest 
Times. By W. M. Adams, B.A.—This is. one of the most 
interesting in the series of Hand-books. Mr. Adams gives an 
outline of the condition of fishermen in every age, and concludes 
from his researches that, ‘‘in character, as in habits, the fisher- 
man seems little changed from the days of Oppian. Physically, © 
he is well made, active, and athletic; morally, he must needs be 
patient and enterprising. Nothing daunts his uncon-_ 
querable courage, or wearies out his inexhaustible patience. 
This is what makes the fisheries of a nation so valuable anursery 
for its national defences.” Mr. Adams copies into his work an 
interesting Latin edict, published by the Emperor Diocletian, | 
from which we are able to gather the following comparative - 





values of meat and fish in Diocletian’s reign, or about. 
A.D. 300 :-— | 
Den, : 
Sucking pig .. ata Xe ae, .. bythe pound 16 
Lamb .. an a a Aic a 6 ale 
Kad 4-3: ie 3% 7s An rs “f ioe De { 
Tallow.. ae 44 ae tif a5 5) 5 Sets’) a 
Butter.. i ae i ai ca 9 ee ls | 
Best sea-fish from deep water a es i ooeed ; 
Second-rate sea-fish., Ao a So ns Bye 45) , 
Best 11ver-fish KS a Bc Sa an ee Le + 
Second-rate river-fish of ge 3 Fa mths: d 
Salt fish i “fs A a is 5 tae 
Oysters es ae 3B ve os per Too 100 ; 


If we could fix the value of the Denarius at this period, we could 
compare these with present Billingsgate prices. 

Billingsgate has long been proverbial for its slang. The origin | 
of this ancient and fisherman-like custom would appear to be 
that provision of the code of Tiberius regulating the fisheries, 








* The Official Hand-books and Conference Papers are published by Messrs. 
Clowes and Sons, Limited, at the Exhibition and at 13, Charing Cross, S.W. 
The Hand-books at ts. each, and the Conference Papers in most instances at 
6d. each. 
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which ordained that when fishermen quarrel they may fight it out 
as much as they like in words, but are on no account to proceed 
to blows. Mr. Adams proceeds to give an interesting account of 
the development of laws for the regulation of sea fisheries, affect- 
ing much more the relations of the fishermen than with any reference 
to the fish. Queen Eleanor, wife of Henry II. of England, and 
her son, Richard Cceur de Lion, appear to have drawn up the first 
laws for the regulation of the English Channel fisheries on the 
Norman coast. In picturesquestyle Mr. Adams describes the birth 
and extension of the whale fisheries. It may be news to 
some of our readers that a hundred-barrel Greenland whale is 
worth from £1,200 to 41,500. Whatan animal to cultivate! Of 
course our author touches on that reckless speculation in the 
fisheries which marked the early years of the eighteenth century, 
and which culminated in that South Sea Fisheries Company which 
burst with such ruincus effect to thousands. Next we havea 
sketch of deep-sea fishing at the present day, a chapter on the 
increase and decrease of fish, in which the value of fish culture is 
fully recognised. 

The reader who cares to take Mr. Adams as his pleasant guide 
over the ten ortwenty thousand miles of fisheries and back into 
over ascore of centuries touched upon in this book, will prob- 
ably agree with usthat he has obtained avery sterling shillings- 
worth of information. 


THE BRITISH FISHERIES DIRECTORY.* 


Tuts is a work which will be found useful to everyone interested 
in any way in fish and fisheries, either as amateur or professional. 
It is the only work of the kind in existence. It is 
the only work which gives a list of the British fishing-tackle 
makers, fishmongers, boatbuilders, net, rope, and line makers, 
sail makers, &c. It gives the names and addresses of the cfficials 
connected with the English, Scotch, and Irish inland fisheries, 
and the names and addresses of the chairmen and secretaries of 
the boards of conservators, and the extent of their fishery districts. 
It gives the best and most complete list of London, provincial, 
and Scotch angling clubs. It gives digests of the fishery laws, 
and a mass of other information. 

It ought to have a place in every angling club in the country, 
in every angler’s library, and in every fishing-tackle maker’s shop, 
as a directory and work of reference. We have heard it spoken 
most highly of by Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., Chairman of the 
Executive Committee of the Exhibition; by Professor Goode, the 
United States Commissioner to the Exhibition; by Mr. Brady, 
H.M. Inspector of Fisheries for Ireland, and many other com- 
petent authorities. Its compilation has entailed an immense 
amount of work and considerable expense, and its projectors 
hope that it will be appreciated and supported by that large 
public who are interested in the subject. 


BRITISH ANGLING FLIES. + 


THEAKSTON’s book on “British Angling Flies” is one of 
the most valuable and conscientious of the many” works 
which have been written for the instruction of the fly-fisher. 
The first edition has long been out of print, and scarce, and it 
was with much pleasure that we heard a new edition was contem- 
plated, and that the work of revision was to be entrusted to Mr. 
Francis M. Walbran. Anyone better fitted for the task could not 
well be found, and now that after eighteen months of most 
careful and painstaking work Mr. Walbran has finished his 
labours, and the book is published, we can most warmly con- 
gratulate him. The drawback to the original edition of Theak- 
ston was that the author had worked out a system and nomencla- 
ture of his own, excellent indeed in its way, but, from its nature 
not easily understood by those who only know our angling flies 
by their generally accepted names. But Mr. Walbran has in 
great measure overcome this objection by identifying Theakston’s 
patterns with those in general use. Here is what he says on this 
subject in his preface to the work :— 

‘« The author gives a list of ninety varieties of flies, I have gone through the 
whole carefully, one by one, and have come to the conclusion that from thirty 
to forty of them are amply sufficient to meet the requirements of the angler, 
not only uponthe Yorkshire rivers, but upon any stream. Theakston has 
adopted a nomenclature entirely his own, and great has been the amount of 
both time and labour that I have expended upon the identification of some of 
his patterns ; many of them are merely reproductions of different shades of the 
same fly, and itsaves an immensity of trouble to adopt the plan in the first 








* «The British Fisheries Directory, 1883-84.’’ Over 200 pages. Cloth, 
price 2s. 6d. post free, of the publishers, Sampson Low and Co., 188, Fleet 
Street, London. ; 


_ t+ ‘* British Angling Flies.” By Michael Theakston. Revised and anno- 
tated by Francis M. Walbran. With drawings of natural flies and illustrations 
of Yorkshire Scenery. 150 pages, crown 8yo, cloth, post-tree 5s. London: 
Sampson Low and Co., 188, Fleet Street. 
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instance advocated by Mr. Francis, and later on by David Foster—viz., to 
keep a good stock of browns, duns, and spinners of different shades, and adapt 
them to the various contingencies of water aud weather. To such flies as I 
consider almost indispensable to the wandering angler I have appended foot 
notes, giving the name by which the fly is more generally known, and also any 
comments that I have thought might possibly prove of interest.” 


Theakston’s system of classification is an extremely good one. 
After years of examination of flies for the purpose of imitation, he 
noticed that several of them were of the same shape, but differing 
in their sizes and colours, and that others were of another shape, 
varying likewise in their sizes and colours. This led him to 
separate them according to shape and colour, and he found that 
this divided the mass of flies into seven distinct classes. He 
carried on his researches each succeeding season, so long as any 
of the aquatic or land flies of interest to the fly=fisher are to be 
met with. They were generally taken alive, and were closely 
examined, measured, drawn, and described. The drawings, 
which are most excellently done, are by a daughter of the author. 
It is not too much to say that they present the angler with the 
best existing representations of flies in all but colour, and we trust 
in a future edition it will be found possible to print them in 
colours, 

‘THEAKSTON’S CLASSIFICATION, 


PLate I.—The Classes. 
Re II.—Browns and Drakes. 
»,  IIT.—Drakes and Duns. 
5, 1V.—Duns and Spinners. 
op V.—Spinners, House Flies, and Beetles. 
», _WI.—Beetles, Ants, and Creepers. 
»» WIl.—Creepers. 
», VIII.—Artificials. 


The readiest way to give our readers an insight into the plan on 
which Theakston arranged his classes wiil be to give a few quota- 
tions from his work, which is one they will do well to study, and 
one we can recommend with the utmost confidence. It was only 
the other day an angling friend, well up in flies and fly-fishing, 
expressed to us his delight at having met with this little work. 

In Theakston’s time it was not illegal to catch samlets, or 
“smelts” or ‘‘blue-backs,” as they are termed in Yorkshire, 
hence he includes this fish among those that are the ‘delight of 
the fly-fisher.” 


“Trout, grayling, and smelt, the treasures of the streams and the delight of 
the fly-fisher, feed on numbers of natural flies of different kinds, which, for 
better distinction, may be divided into classes: each class contains many distinct 
species or families that differ from each other in their sizes ani colours, but are 
alike in shape. 

“THE BROWNS. 


‘* The browns claim priority in the angler’s list; they are all bred in the water, 
and are of the same shape and construction as the stone fly, which is the largest 
of the class, and the needle brown is the smallest ; they have three shoulder- 
joints that join together ina line with the head and body, which gives the length 
and cylindrical form of the carcase of the fly. 

“‘Their bodies are smooth and fleshy, consisting of eight or nine joints, or 
rings, and is about the length of the head and shoulders. At the breast of 
each shoulder there is a pair of legs, and they have two pairs or smooth, 
oblong wings, which, when folded, circle close over and beyond the body in a 
round cylindrical furm, giving most of the species the appearance of a short 
piece of wire. The top wings show veiny, and stand on the middle shoulder ; 
the under wings stand on the shoulder which joins the body. They have two 
feelers at the head, and most of them two whisks at the tail, Their most pre- 
vailing colour is brown, from which they are named, ona yellow or orange 
ground, and are very quick runners both on land and water. All the class are 
day flies, except the stone fly, which sometimes steal out in the gloom of dark 
days, but generally in the dusk and twilight of night, They are the earliest 
and latest angling flies; most of the species hatch in the spring, but some are 
on the water nearly the seasons round. Some species, like the stone fly, hatch 
the main swarm in two or three weeks, and their generation disappear for the 
year; others, like the needle brown, continue hatching and. breeding through 
the season. The streams of Ripon produce them in great numbers, und all 
fish that take flies feed off them greedily—for trout they may be considered 
the leading class. The following species are in the class :— 


‘* Needle brown... = as : ve Renee Lt 
Early browa (or winter brown) é A rie we, 23 
Little early ., fe we ve 13 
Red brown ,, ef ae 56 oF os gels 
Royal Charlie Ae ie ae 53 ae «» 20 
Light brown ., Sic oe ws ar] as wen 23 
Mottled brown ae ric oe te Ao oe 25 
Stone fly ae ne . a 28 
Bloa Brown .,, ae ac Hc fe ste oe 36 
Yellow brown (yellow Sally) +e oe » 43 
Orange brown ; se af Dic oe 70.” 


In the same way our author treats of the drakes, duns, spinners, 
house-fly class, beetles, creepers, &c.; and Mr. Walbran adds 
explanatory notes, and gives other and often better dressings for 
the flies than those of Theakston. After describing the classes 
into which he divides the flies, Theakston goes through the whole 
list month by month as they appear on the water, prefacing each 
month with a short, but quaint, appropriate, and often poetic 
description of the change of season. 


‘SEPTEMBER, 


‘The sun, with his summer, is departing, but leaves a full lap to declining 
autumn. Trout, the prince of the sport, is on the wane, the hour of his prime 
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and his beauty is passing. The merry smelt and gliding grayling mingle their 
charms with the lovely days of autumn. The air becomes thinned of towering 
tribes of tiny flies ; but the waters—the wonderful waters !—half the life of 
our globe, which fosters in fields of ice the huge leviathan. and nurtures in its 
warm bosom the tender summer-bred fly, pours out is motley stores. 
Swallows flock on the house top meditating their long flight, and the martins 
mingle at even in the willows their sonorous departing song.”’ 


The trout are, indeed, ‘‘on the wane” now, and should be left 
in peace until the hawthorn buds again. But there is no need to 
put away the fly rod, for are not the grayling now in prime con- 
dition? And what except trout-fishing can equal that for grayling ? 
Pity it is that more of our streams are not stocked with this 
delightful fish! Some of the finest grayling-fishing in this 
country is to be had in the Yorkshire rivers, and Mr. Walbran 
deserves the hearty thanks of anglers for adding a chapter on 
these rivers, describing the angling stations and the facilities for 
angling generally. His chapter, ‘*A Day on the Yore,” makes 
us long to revisit that most charming of streams. May it be our 
good fortune to spend a few days with him there this autumn, for 
a truer angler and more pleasant angling companion never 
breathed. ‘‘ Look you, there is a fine grayling feeding just below 
that stone yonder. ‘There he is again—you'll get him with your 
little blue.” That is his style, although the fish is feeding more 
on his side than ours, and. he can cover him easily enough. 
Thank you, Mr. W., and, if the fates are propitious, we hope to 
introduce you before long to some of our Hampshire grayling and 
pilot you to a “buster” or two, as ‘‘ F. F.” calls them when they 
run over 2lb. Who of the present generation of anglers does 
not owe a deep debt of gratitude to Francis Francis? Mr. 
Walbran acknowledges his debt most gratefully, not only for 
information from the veteran’s writings, but for answers to 
endless queries which cropped up in the editing of this work. 

We must not close this notice of the most notable angling 
publication of the year without acknowledging the excellent 
manner in which the work has been printed and brought out by 
Mr. William Harrison, of Ripon. 








ANOTHER LARGE HAUL OF TENCH FROM 


COATE RESERVOIR. 


“THIS seems to be a fatal year: for tench—never do we 
remember such general accounts of successful tench- 
fishing as this season; carp and bream, on the other hand, have 
been comparatively quiet. Mr. €. P. Wheatstone writes to us:— 
“T am sorry, in answer to your inquiry, I can give you no 
account of good sport by myself, as I have been laid up fora 
fortnight with a badly-sprained ankle, and it will be, I fear, some 
weeks before I shall be able to get my foot to the ground; buta 
gentleman (he does not wish his name mentioned) was fishing 
the Coate Reservoir last week and took thirty-two tench, scaling 
82 Ib., besides other fish ; so there are plenty of fish left, it appears. 
I should have been there also but for this accident.” 
We trust Mr. W. will get about again sooner than he antici- 
pates. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





LuGrr —Larkhall Angling Society. You must send your name and address 
for publication, before we can insert your letter, as you seem to infer that a 
member of your club has played a shabby trick on two other members. 

E, C. Frrncu.—We do not advise you to try the Regent’s Canal, as you will 
probably catch only a dead cat or typohid fever. : 





CORRESPONDENCE.. 


| We donotholdourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





‘ HOW A LARGE HAUL WAS GOT. 

Sir,—I should not again have troubled you on this subject, but that Mr. 
Forbes has, I know not why, thought fit to drag my name in connection with 
the river Loddon into the matter. 

But I must first refer to a.misstatement in that gentleman’s previous com- 
munication to the FisHING Gazette of July 21st, 1883, by which he makes it 
appear that when he wrote to Sheppard, at Mapledurham, for his tackle, and 
heard that I was fishing on Coate reservoir, he also intended to fish that water. 
This is not so, as I have now Mr. Forbes’s original post card to Sheppard 
(September 4th, 1882) before me. It commences as follows :—* Please oblige 
by sending Saturday morning my rods and tackle to me at Swindon, to be 
called for. Iam going to Bo Wood, so will feel obliged,’’ &c. Now, as this 
private water is not Coate reservoir, though in the same county one of the 
statements must be incorrect, and I should presume the one written at the 
time to be most likely the right one. 

Mr. Forbes has not been often to Coate during the time he has known of it 
and I fancy he has never wetted a line there for tench, but of this I am not 
sure, Ido not think he knows the capability of the water, for he says in his 


last letter that when wanting to fish he and his friends do not like to be told, 
‘‘No use going—in possession of Mr. Wheatstone and friends ;’’ but it is 
absurd to think that one or two anglers on a piece of water, 67 acres in extent, 
could monopolise the whole of it, whether by pike, tench, or any other kind of 
fishing. 

Now, as regards the Loddon. Mr. Forbes virtually accises me of Selfish- 
ness, insomuch as his remarks on this subject terminate as follows :— ‘So much 
for his (Mr. Wheatstone’s) belief in imparting useful knowledge that may be 
productive of good sport.’’ 

The facts of my connection with the Loddon are as follows:—Some years 
ago I went with Skeppard to Mr. May’s water on that river, had good sport, 
and took a fancy to it. It was private, permission to be obtained from Mr, 
May, and not by payment. I found the water was dreadfully trespassed upon 
and poached by people fishing the adjoining public fishery—namely, Loddon 
Bridge. Thinking it would be well worth renting, I entered into negotiations 
with Mr. May, and succeeded in obtaining it, with the proviso that he should 
prosecute trespassers, and generally keep an eye on the water. I had a boat 
purposely built and placed there, and told the members of the Stanley Anglers 
and my fishing friends that they might use it, and the water, whenever they 
liked, by simply letting me know beforehand, subject to rules relative to tha 
size of fish taken, ana to fence months, neither of which had been before 
observed, and I believe by s» doing I rescued for some time a capital piece of 
water from the hands of the Philistines. I had to give up renting this after a 
time, as my notice boards were repeatedly destroyed, and the water wis of tou 
large an extent to be properly preserved without a reguler keeper. Mr. Forbe3 
thinks it ought to have been taken between us. I wish it had been so, as I 
should have been a ten-pound note in pocket for several years running; but 
perhaps he would have liked to have kept is for ourselves alone, and not 
have been so liberal to our brother anglers as I should have wished ‘The 
voluntary information regarding Mr. Harris and the Frensham ponds has nothing 
to do with me. 

Thanking you for-your courtesy ia affording me space for my last reply, and 
hoping you will be able to insert this somewhat lenethy letter, for whatever 
Mr. Forbes may have farther to say I have finished with this disagreeable 
subject, which that gentleman has, in my opinion, been so ill-advised as to 
bring forward, using, and causing others to use, your much-needed space to ven- 
tilate, what I shou'd call, a purely personal and imaginary grievance to the 
detriment of your numerous readers—the angling and piscatorial pubiic, who, 
no doubt, would like tosee that space occupied by matters of more importance 
to themselves and their craft.—I am, &c., C. P. WHEATSTONE. 

51, Torriano Avenue, Camden Road, N.W., August 22nd. 

[However much we regret this little bit of sparring between two old anglers, 
we cannot agree with Mr. Wheatstone that it has been to the detriment of our 
readers, On the contrary, it has made known two first-class fishing places — 
viz., Coate reservoir, 67 acres in extent, near Swindon, full of fish, and anyone 
can fish on payment of a very small sum; and Frensham ponds, noted for fine 
perch.—ED. ] 


HOW A GREAT HAUL WAS GOT. 

Str —Referring to Mr. Forbes’s last letter on the above subject, it appears to 
me to be entirely confirmatory of the suspicions I hinted at, that jealousy and 
selfishness alone prompted him to commence the correspondence at all. 

With regard to Mr. Fo:bes’s remark that-he could not understand that 
although I had known the water for years, intending to fishit, my first appear - 
ance there should be with Sheppard, the mean insinuation conveyed therein is 
unworthy of comment, and I fail to see that there is one word in either of Mr. 
Forbes’s letters which can possibly justify his unwarrantable attack upon Mr. 
Wheatstone and myself. 

This, Sir, is the last letter with which I shall troub’e you o1 this very 
disagreeable subject, which has already occupied a great deal too much of your 
valuable space in the GAzzerrz.—I am, &c, ; 

Gro. E. WALKER 





NETTING THE ARUN. 

S1r,—When in your issue of the r1th a letter appeared bringing forward a _ 
rumour that the Rev. C. King was guilty of netting the Arun purposely to — 
prevent the angler’s sport, I felt it my duty to write you at once, as; having — 
the pleasure of the rev. gentleman’s acquaintance, I knew the rumour to be — 
false, and such an act quite opposite to his nature. I decided, as I should be — 
at Bury, it would be better to bring the matter before him, and meet rumour ~ 
by fact. The result is already known by the letter of denial in your last. 
Kindly allow me to make a few remarks of vital interest to anglers. First, in — 
your editorial note on ‘* Mark Antony's’? letter as to the behaviour of many — 
of the excursionists is perfectly correct. For two years past I have been — 
sketching here, this season for six weeks, and in the interests of anglers con- 
stituted myself an investigator of the rumours as to the overbearing nature of 
the farmers, the netting, and the natives fishing during close season. fe 

I know two of the farmers on whose grounds near here the tow-path runs, — 
well-disposed men. One speaking to me said, ‘*These excursions bring a 
rough lot. We have much noise on the banks on Sundays, and recently I~ 
disturbed some angler making an attempt on my orchard.’’ ‘I then brought u 
the only argument—that it was the few who sinned, &c. ‘‘ Well,” he said, 
‘*T like to see people enjoy themselves if they only behave; but the way they 
go on—women as well—is at times disgraceful.’’ 

A fortnight since a cottager complained bitterly tome of some “ fishermen? 
that had got into his orchard, he being just too late to identify them. How 
absurd is this, as one angler said to me, when for 6d. in London they can buy 
a fair quantity of apples. I myself have seen many things done that would be 
good ground for complaint. : K 

The netting question is disposed of. And as to natives fishing in close 
season, three weeks last close time and a month this I did not see one fishing; 
indeed, an ardent angler living in the village prides himself on having the Act, 
and the law is pretty well known. . 

The conclusion I have come to, Sir, is that the angler, speaking collectively, 
is his own enemy. The Amberley side of the water here is closed to a great 
extent owing to the wantonness of the anglers during the grass season, Mr. 
King informs me that he warned some of them what would take place. 

Diverging for a moment, one of the finest portions of the Wey that I have 
fished for years is now closed, precipitated by a break load of anglers on the first 
day of the season, who spoilt a lot of grass. The farmer sent his men to estimate 
the loss. It then became a question of summons. ‘¢ Sir,’”? said the farmer 
(who, mind you, I know to bea genial man), ‘So-and-so wants the fishing and 
shooting. He shall have it, and his keeper will then look after it.’” 

In every case I find the aggrieved associate these offenders with the 
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angling clubs, and it is a question with many enthusiastic anglers if. the club 
system, a3 at present constituted, is productive of real benefit to the genuine 
angler, I myself cannot help feeling the doubts to a great extent well founded. 
So far as the Arun is concerned, anglers should look on it as a great privilege 
to come here, and many do. From conversations I have had with them, and 
from a careful observation, I can say the great majority are well-behaved men ; 
but they have not yet developed a plan of protecting themselves. 
help thinking that if really in earnest with a desire to protect their privileges it 
could be accomplished, for if a man does a wrong act it is almost sure to be seen 
or heard of by others. Let those about join and denounce him at once. Then, 
again, at their respective clubs there should be a rough and ready law at hand. 
I feel certain that, once let it be looked on as a disgrace to do these things, 
they will decrease ; if not, depend upon it all the present free water within 50 
miles of London will be closed. 

As a final note of warning, I have it on undoubted authority that the question 
of entirely closing the tow-path on the Arun to all except those in charge of 
horses towing has already been once considered. 

Thanking you for your attention to this matter, and apologising for this 
great trespass on your space, the gravity of the matter will, I think, excuse. 


» 1 am well pleased to have been the means of assuring brother anglers they have 


a good friend in the Rev. C. King, and that so far as this part of the Arun is 
concerned the fish remain for their best enticements.—I am, &c., 
Bury, Aug. 27. Harry ARNOLD. 





NETTING THE ARUN. * 

Srr,—I am pleased to find that the Rev. Mr. King, Vicar of Bury, in answer to 
‘‘ Mark Antony’s”’ letter to your paper, states as a fact he has not wetted his net 
for the last three years in the Arun. Inthe intereat of my brother anglers I 
should like to ask the Rey. Mr. King if he is aware of any other person 
besides himself having the right granted to them to net in the said nine miles of 
the Arun? Also has the Rev. Mr. King the sole right, or is a right granted to 
any others, and if so, can he inform us who they are ? By doing so he will be 
conferring a favour upon anglers who fish that water. If the Rev. Mr. King 
has the sole yight, and would use his interest to prevent the’ wholesale 
destruction of fish, I, for one, feel sure the London anglers would willingly 
pay something into a fund that could be distributed to the poor. of the Sussex 
villages in return for the sport the river Arun would afford them if properly 
preserved from those most destructive nets——I am, &c , 

21, Finsbury Pavement. R. Marriott. 
F:P.S,.—I was informed the other day by one of the keepers of the Duke of 
Norfolk that his Grace was much against netting. 


CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES. 
Sir,—If your correspondent ‘‘ Skia the Fish’? intends giving a trial to 


* Cutcliffe’s Devonshire flies, I fancy he will find the season now too far advanced 


to use, satisfactorily, the gaudy flies described in your paper of August Ith, 
As the summer wanes, Cutcliffe recommends a return to the sombre flies of the 
earlier months, and if the streams where your correspondent intends fishing 
be small and rapid—coming down in tiny waterfalls, and forming foam-covered 
whirling pools in frequent corners—there is little doubt they will afford him 
plenty of sport. I see, however, you, Sir, advocate a departure from Cutcli ffe’s 
instructions, by suggesting much smaller flies. Now, with all deference to 
your trouting experience, permit me to remark that I believe small flies fora 
rapid little stream are a mistake. No one isa stronger adviser of fishing with 
tiny flies than I am, my own flies being usually dressed on a No. 18 hook, 
sometimes even on a No. 20 hook; while if a bigger fly be desirable, I rarely 
exceed No. 15; but this, remember, isin comparatively smooth water—at the 
tails of gliding stickles, under banks where the stream is almost still, and in 
quiet eddies where the fish are rising, always casting over a rising fish, and, if 
possible, with a dry fly. Fishing thus, with these flies sport is, under favourable 
cireumstances, almost certain ; but supposing I left such spots and made my 
casts blindly in rushing waters, the fly would be too small, and its journey 
down stream too rapid, to be noticed by the trout,.and the result entirely 
different, 7 

Itis here that Cutcliffe’s full-sized flies should be used. In a lively stickle 
trout take them well, in spite of their apparently unnatural look, and their 
being big enough to frighten all the fish in the river—and alarm the fish they 
undoubtedly will, ifthey happen to fall over them in quiet spots... So far as 
my observation extends, it is simply .a question of suiting the fly to the water, 
Use a cast of Cutcliffe’s flies—his big ones, I mean—ona good spring day 
on the Upper Exe, and you may probably fill your basket ; use the same cast 
over the quiet waters of such rivers as the Test, or the Itchin, or on sluggish 
reaches of the Exe itself, and you may very likely never get a rise. I have 
proved this many times, and have had lots of opportunities for doing so, con- 
sidering that for years past Ihave been fishing daily, or whenever the state of 
the water would permit. 

I distinctly remember an instance last season, when fishing a small tributary 
of the Exe, in May, the water was large, and I put upa cast of flies, with a 
large one of Cutcliffe’s at the point. On that fly I killed a good basket of fish, 
while with the smaller flies I scarcely got a fish. ‘The big fly did allthe execu- 
tion. LIhaveit now by mein a wrecked condition. Ienclose it, and you will 
see that it does not fall short of Cutcliffe’s propostions. 

That this fly was successful on that occasion was due, I am sure, to the fact 
of the stream being swollen, and the water coming down unusually fast. Let 
the river run quietly, and the smaller flies would kill better; but if it falls 
extremely low, then Cutcliffe flies to kill at all should be dressed on hooks no 
bigger than No. 15, Eventhis.week, when fishing smooth waters, a Cutcliffe, 
dressed on a No. 15 hook, has been found by me superior to anything else I 
tried. Ido not know what fly fish take it for, nor does it much matter; my 
experience is that when fully on the 2ise they are not so particular as the angler 
himself is on that point, It watched closely, they will be seen taking down 
most of the insects that pass over them, and if the artificial fly be then properly 
presented to their notice, neatly tied on the very finest of gut, and, above all, 
on a small hook, the odds are it ‘“ fetches’? them, _ If a Cutcliffe, ona No. 15 
hook, be held between the eye and the light, it will be seen to have a close 
resemblance to some of the numerous insects floating down stream on a summer 
evening, and, I believe, the fish undoubtedly think it a fly; Look now at a 
big Cutcliffe, andit requires astrong imagination to discover a winged insect 
that it canbe said to be a fair copy of, Yet, for all that, in a rough, full stream 
it is a more deadly lure than a smaller fly; the fish come at it boldly, they seem 
to recognise it quickly enough, very probably as larva, or some aquatic insect 
not generally known to the angler. ; 

These flies have the advantage of being easily fabricated. The only difficulty 
about them is that of obtaining suitable hackles, which are both rare and 


_ valuable, : 


TI cannot 


Those that I dress are only for myself and one or two friends who fish 
with me; but if your correspondent will give to the FisHING GAZETTE the 
result of a trialin the Swiss rivers of Cutcliffe’s full-sized flies, and make use of 
the two casts I enclose, he will doubtless record an experience that will be of 
interest to many of your fly-fishing readers.—I am, &c., Reta 

Tiverton. 


HOW NOT TO DO IT. 

S1r,—I wandered on Sunday by the towpath from Henley up to Marsh Lock, 
and was greatly interested in watching the means and tackle employed by the 
local and other bank anglers to ensnare the fish, in each case, however, with- 
out avail. The principal characteristic of the gear of the operators was the 
shortness of the rod, and the length of the line in requisition for roach fishing. 
This shortness of the rod arises, if I may recall my early experiences, from the 
calculations made when the joints are put together either in the shop or at 
home, when the impression is that it will not only serve to reach on the 
borders of weeds, but fairly into midstream. Great, therefore, is the disappoint- 
ment when the water is reached to find half the length of the rod is on this 
side the margin of the stream, and the other merely serving to place the bait 
in some opening in the aquatic vegetation, but not certainly beyond it. In 
this strait a long line is resorted to, and the bait and float cast with sheer force 
to the extreme limit of the angler’s strength, the consequence of which is that 
if the line getsinto free water, it would be impossible to respond successfully 
to a bite with either paste or gentles, a worm alone giving any chanee of cer- 
tainty. 

Somewhae efter this fashion a gentleman was fishing from the southern 
horse-bridge at Marsh Mills, but his errors were more inexcusable than those 
of the tyros I had passed. For instance, his float was that of a porcupine, 
piercing a perfectly round sphere of cork, which might have done well enough 
for perch or chub, but with roach as the object of capture, was simply ridicu- 
lous, as not a bite could be perceptible, and if so with yards of line loose and 
in curves floating on the surface of the water, to strike and-hook a fish would 
have surprised me as much as it would have done the victim. I ventured to 
point out this one palpable mistake; but as my friendly suggestion was received 
with a little Aawtewr, I refrained from further observation. When it is con- 
sidered that this gentleman (for such he was) was fishing with paste, and used 
two hooks, the upper one hanging round the main line, every roach fisher will 
see how much he had got to unlearn before he could consider. himself on the 
path of improvement. Moreover, he had his worms in a tin box, which would 
convert them shortly into a mass ofcorruption. Yet with a tio box at his ser- 
vice, his gentles, unscoured as they came from some knacker’s yard, were in a 
canvas bag, making their escape through the seams and stitches, to mix, to the 
owner's surprise, with his bread and cheese. As his notion appeared to be 
that he had not sufficiently ground-baited the swims, more and more soft stuff 
was thrown in, to float away and carry the fish, if any, beyond his reach. The 
next morning (Monday last) I was down early on this spot, and got a pretty 
show of roach, a few dace, three perch of $1b. each, and twochub of about 
2 1b. the brace.—I am, &c., CREEL, 





SPORT WITH METHYLATED BAITS, &c. 

Sim,—I am obliged to you for the partial answer you inserted in last week’s 
Fisuine Gazerte to that portion of my letter (written for insertion under the 
nom de plume * Rus in Urbe’’) which did not appear. It struck me after posting 
that I had stupidly written on both sides of the paper, which was, no doubt, the 
reason that part of my letter was condemned, 

Still, I should have been glad if all your readers had been given the oppor- 
tunity of saying, for the public—as well as for my particular—information, 
whether they ever had any really good sport while using as pixe-spinning ‘bait, 
fish preserved in spirits. And, also, I should have liked an explanation of the 


_ sudden coating of the fish with white film on its immersion whilst alive in the 


spirits. as ne 

eT notice in the ‘‘ Directions ’’ printed on the covers of King’s Preservative 
we are told that ‘ pike-sized baits should be cisembowelled before immersion ”” 
in the solution. Does not this interfere with the spinning of the bait? Can 
the solution be made of sufficient strength to preserve the gudgeon or roach, &c. 
when.packed close together? For it isa great ‘convenience to be able to pack 
in this way when going from home for a few days’ fishing where baits are 
scarce. 

T noticed with interest your recent encomiums on tubber boots for wading 
as made bythe N. B. Rubber Co. It would be of interest to many besides 
myself, doubtless, to know whether the soles. ofthese boots will stand the 
friction on hard roads and abrasion of sharp stones, to which the angler has 
to subject them; and, also, ‘‘imprimis,’’ what foothold they give on slime- 
covered stones and shelving rocks under water? Apologising for troubling 
you so much,—I am, &c., Rus in UnBe. 

[We-hope some of our readers will take the trouble to give their experience 
with baits preserved in methylated spirits. The sudden coating of the fish with 
the white coating is not only not uncommon, but-it is just the great drawback 
attending the use of spirits for preserving baits in, as it. deprives them of the 
glittering, silvery appearance which is so attractive to pike and trout. It is 
caused; we believe, by the coagulation of the albumen when it comes in contact 
with the spirit—the stronger the spirit the more complete and rapid the change. 
The disembowelled baits must be sewn up before use, and then will spin splen- 
didly.. It is not wise to put too many fish into the solution ; but if you wantto 
take a supply away for a fortnight or so, you should select such as have already 
been soaking for some weeks in the preparation, and can then pack them pretty 
closely in some strong fresh preservative. We find. the rubber soles wear 
splendidly, but felt soles should be used for wading in a rocky stream, and 
walking on wet stones.—Ep.] 


NIGHT FISHING IN THE, RIVER. LEA. 

S1r,—Would you kindly answer me the; following question through the 
medium of your valuable and interesting paper:—Is there a law to prevent 
fishing in the river Lea before sunrise and a‘ter sunset ? Myse’fand friend a week 
or two ago arranged for an all-night’s fishing excursion to Waltham Abbey, at 
which place we arrived at 11.30. We had settled all the necessary prelimi- 
naries, baiting our ledgers with lobs, &c’, when a ‘‘ boy in blue’’ appears.upon 
the scene, and informs us that there is a law which still exists whereby fishing 
is prohibited before and after sunrise in the river Lea, He added, however, 
that it was not strictly carried into force. Can you inform me whether there is 
such a law? Apologising for trespassing upon your valuable space,—I am, &c., 

; PISCATOR. 

[Yes, we think there is such a law, anda similar provision has, just been 
introduced into the Thames Conservancy laws. Of course, in a private water 
you can fish all night. Perhaps Mr. Ghurney will answer this question, as he 
knows all the Lea legal matters well.—ED.] 
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TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER I. 
Morning Afternoon, 
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Putney .. AG ne a6 oe §=2.28 6. 0. © 2.49 
Kew .. Se ae An Bre ECT base shee pee) 
Richmond ,, x +e PES 20 iets aneemanes 34.0 


LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The fish snatchers at Kingston have had another example in the way of a 
conviction before the Borough bench. In this case the magistrates enforced the 
payment of 25s ; and told the offender the next time he came before them the 
full penalty of £5 would be inflicted. Angling is still suffering from the bright 
and low state of the river. 





Richmond. 

H. Mansell, one day, with Mr. Hugh Marston and Mr. Denton, 23 Ib. of 
good roach and dace; and on three other days, with Mr. Hugh Marston, forty- 
one dozen of roach and dace, and a barbel of 2 1b.; another day, with Mr, 
Marston and Mr. Howse, 15 lb. of dace; and another day, with Mr. Marston 
and a young friend, 20 lb. of dace. Mr. Marston supplements his good sport 
by subscribing to the Thames Angling Preservation Society. Kit Brown, each 
day 15 1b. of dace, and ten barbel in the week. E. Brown has been making 
the same average. H. Wheeler, six dozen of rcach and dace in the day. J. 
Brain, during the week, seventy dozen of roach and dace and five barbel. H. 
Howard, one day, fifteen dozen of roach and dace; another day, ten 
dozen; another day, twenty-five dozen of dace; and another day, fifteen dozen 
of roach and dace. The bank anglers have been making some good shows of 
fish at the Jolly Anglers, of from 5 to 10 lb. each, 


Twickenham. 


Samuel Cole, in three days, fourteen dozen of roach and dace. E. Finch, in 
one day, eight dozen. R. Moffatt, in six days, forty-eight dozen, and two 
barbel. J. Dibbin, in two days, 21 1b. of roach and dace, one of the latter 
measuring 11 inches; and another day, about fourteen dozen, E. Hennessy, 
in three days, fourteen dozen. J. Dunn, in the same time, eighteen dozen. 
George Coxen has averaged eight dozen each day and three barbel. James 
Coxen and John Spong have been doing similar business. 

Wind 8.W. and prospects of rain, which will be very acceptable to the river. 
We have been well employed since last writing ; I have had 4o punts out 
since last Thursday, and with a few exceptions each have come home with a 
good show of fish ; a gentleman took 173 lb. off one rod. We have again this 
week been honoured with H.S.H Prince Francis Joseph of Teck. H.S.H 
Prince Adolphus of Teck, with the Rev. Walthew, and Mr. Freeborn of 
Richmond, fishing with Jack Spong and ‘our Joe,”’ who took eight dozen very 
fine fish. Mr. F. W. Hancock, of Tunbridge Wells, fishing with Charley 
Henessy, took a fine specimen of hybrid between a roach and bream and 
about eight dozen roach and dace. Mr. Elliss and friend, Old Hats, Ealing, 
took this day 16 lb. of fine roach and dace; Mr. John Bowyer and friend 
took a nice basket of fish, including four fine chub, fishing with P. Ham- 
merton, who is again on the staff at the Two Sawyers. AsI have had to refuse 
several applications for punts, I must again advise writingin advance to save 
disappointment.—ALFRED PERRIN. 


Teddington. 
DACE-FISHING. 


Now that the water is so low in the tidal portion of river Thames, great 
sport being ishad with the dace, both from the punts, bottom fishing, and from 
the shallows with the fly rod. Let me recommend anyone fond of fly-fishing to 
come to Twickenham, Richmond, or Isleworth, and if he does not obtaina fine 
sample of dace, the fault must be his own. We locals find that the finest cane 
rod manufactured is not in it with the lowly withey or willow rod. I haye 
fitted several friends out at Gaynor’s, Richmond, for the modest sum of Is., 
that is, with a withey rod, 8 yards line, short cast (this might be longer), and 
three or four flies, The flies we find’ most effective are the Richmond and 


» 


Petersham fancy, and Gaynor tells me he cannot make them fast enough. I 
enclose a sample for your inspection. My reason for saying the withey rod is 
the best for use is that it is short and stiff, alchough very light, and the strike 
is much more effective than a long, pliable rod. Iam open to back some of our 
boys here against many expert trout fishers with the most elaborate fit out.— 
AGW). LALILE. 

Kingston: 

John Johnson, sen., has been getting each day an average of seven dozen of 
roach and dace and supplementing these with a nice mixture of perch, chub, 
and barbel. John Johnson, jun., during the week has landed twenty-nine 
barbel, five dozen of dace, and a handsome trout of 7} 1b. J. Wilkes, in the 
week, has taken fourteen dozen of good roach and dace. The bank anglers at 
Kingston have been realising takes of six dozen of roach and dace, and an 
occasional bream or barbel, the latter varying in weight from 2} to 6 lb., and 
the former up to 44. 1b. At Surbiton, the takes from the banks have been 
better than at Kingston. ' 

East Moulsey- 

C, Stone has averaged about six dozen of roach and dace. Thomas Davis 
and other fishermen have been doing quite as well as could be expected con- 
sidering the fineness of the water and the consequent sullenness of the fish to 
feed. A good rainfall would be a great blessing to anglers. 


Hampton. : 

The is perhaps no other reach in the Thames that supplies more jack to 
the anglers than the deeps at Hampton, and it has become famous for pro- 
ducing the largest fish of that species. A gentleman fishing with W. Mes- 
senger, has this week made a take of five dozen of roach and dace anda bream 
of 44 1b. 

Sunbury. 

The Stronds have been making daily takes of four dozen of roach and dace, 
and in addition, during the week, twenty bream and as many dozens of 
gudgeon. E, Clarke and Sons, during the week, fourteen dozen of roach and 
dace, twenty-five dozen of gudgeon, seven barbel, and eight perch. John Mil- 
bourne, who is now in retirement from active duties on the river, says, *¢ The 
water is so bright I can see thousands of fish, but the anglers cannot catch 
them. If rain would only come there would be plenty of sport for anglers.” 
Sunbury reach ought to be well supplied with fish. 


Walton. 


Mr. Abboit, in one day, seven bream. G. Hone, jun., six bream. R. 
Watford, one day, five dozen of roach and dace and a bream of 3 Ib. ; another 
day, one jack of 31b., and four dozen of gudgeon; and another day, ten 
dozen of roach and dace, a brace of jack 10 lb., and four good perch. : 

On the 25th ult, G. Hone, jun., five dozen roach. 26th, R. Whatford, — 
fifteen dozen roach and dace, and two jack, weighing 1olb. J. Hone, with ~ 
Mr. Abbott, in three hours landed seven bream, weighing together 161b. G. 
Hone, jun., 5 bream, weighing 12 Ib.; Mr. Slade, two jack, the largest 2})b. 
On the 27th ult., G. Hone, jun., in three hours, two bream, 21b. each, and one 
dozen roach; J. Hone, four bream and one dozen roach. On the 28th ult. J. 
Hone, six dozen gudgeon; R. W. Whatford, five dozen roach, and two perch 
3 1b. each; G. Hone, jun., four dozen roach and four dozen gudgeon. On the 
29th ult., six dozen gudgeon, and three perch $1b. each; J. Hone, fifteen 
bream, the largest 4 lb., and two largeroach; G. Hone, jun., seven dozen 
roach; G, Hone, sen., with Mr. Maczsrill, in three days took three perch, 1 lb, 
each, four jack, one weighing 4 1b., three chub, 11b. each, fourteen bream, 
the largest 3 1b., and one dozen good roach.—OLpD SWAN. 


Shepperton. 


F. Purdue, five dozen of gudgeon. D. Hackett, in four days, ten dozen of 
gudgeon and eight dozen of roach and dace. J. Smeath, in five days, fifteen 
dozen of gudgeon and seven dozen of roach and dace. W. Rogerson, in one 
day, six and a half dozen of roach and four dozen of gudgeon; and another 
day, in two hours, three dozen of gudgeon, 

The water is very low and bright, and the fish very shy, but still we live in 
hopes of stirring the barbel up. We shall get them presently, as there is a 
good show of that fish here and bream. My three days’ fishing is not very 
heavy—that is, five bream, two eels, one perch nearly 2 lb., roach and dace 
ledgering, and twelve dozen of gudgeon. I saw some bank anglers here this 
week take two nice barbel. Nothing else worth-reporting. As I am out for 
the next few days up till Monday I shall be ready after that for any gentleman 
who would like to come barbel and bream-fishing. I am to be found at 
Dockett Point, above Shepperton. Jack punt always ready and swims baited. 
—JAMES HASLETT. 

Staines. 


It is some gratification to find that Mr. Currie Banfield is on the swims again 
at Staines. He has managed, in his scientific style, to land ten dozen of roach. 
and dace and sixteen dozen of barbel, and there is every reason to hope he will 
evidence his good fortune again amongst the barbel. J. Keene, sen., in the 
weck, sixty dozen of gudgeon, seven dozen of roach and dace, and seven barbel, 
the largest 6 1b. J. Keene, jun., in one day, twenty-five dozen of gudgeon 
and four perch. E. Keene, in two days, twenty-two dozen of roach and dace ; 
and another day, eleven dozen of gudgeon. C. Hone, one day, seven dozen 
of roach and dace; another day, two barbel and one chub; another day, five 
dozen of dace and three dozen of gudgeon; and another day, in two hours, 
three dozen of roach and dace. 


Eynsham, 


Since sending my last report, a fortnight ago, Mr. Geen, with three sons, 
and Mr. Emery, have had very good takes of fish in the Thames and Evenlode. 
Ferch, chub, and roach being the principal fish caught, some perch scaling 
nearly 2 lb., several of 1 lb., chub up to4 1b. We went to the Windrush on’ 
the 24th ult., caught a brace of trout, one each, 14 and 2} 1b., and a few large 
chub. Several perch and chub have been taken this week. The barbel will 
not feed yet. I find lob and red worms the best ‘bait for all-round fishing,— 
W. B. Howe. ; 





UPPER THAMES. 


The river fishing is now of a very uncertain kind, sometimes extremely good 
and at others particularly the reverse. My reports from nearly every station 
between Oxford and Staines are poor in the extreme, and I therefore need not 
note them. From a three days’ personal trial of Father Thames’ yielding pro- 
perties, I can honestly aver that amid roach, chub, barbel, and perch the game 
1s not at present worth the candle, in consequence of the extreme brightness of 
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the water. At Bray, Maidenhead, Matlow, and Hurley punts have been daily 
hard at work, but, as above stated, the evening muster roll has been poor 
indeed. But anglers do not, asa rule, complain seriously, for the present sur- 
rounding of the Thames are so delightful that disappointment is swept away, 
and dull care hushed, amid the whisperings of aspen trees and the gurgling of 
fishy weirs.—MarLow Buzz. ’ 

Halliford. 


Water very low and bright, and the fish biting very shyly ; but by judicious 
bai‘ing and fishing with very ane tackle, some fair bags are to be had, Different 
-gentlemen fishing with me within the last ten days; their takes have been as 
follows :—2o0th ult., Mr. John Palmer, 11 lb. of dace; 21st, Mr. George 
Paimer, six barbel, three perch, three chub, some good roach and dace ; 22nd, 
same gentleman, twelve barbel, one bream, five perch, three chub, one eel, and 
three dace; 23rd, Mr. Withers, six barbel, three chub, two perch, two bream, 
two roach, and some fine dace ; 26th, same gentleman, five barbel, three bream, 
*one roach, four eels, and a trout; 28th, Mr. George 
Palmer, three barbel, six chub, two perch, and an eel ; 29th, same gentleman, 
four barbel, five bream, seven chub, and four perch. All the above fish ran a 
good size, and were taken ledgering.—GEroRGE ROSEWELL. 


: Goring. 
Water very low and clear. Rain is wanted very badly. Nothing doing much 
in the way of fishing. Gudgeon well on, perch coming on better. Roach not 
on. My best day, ten dozen of gudgeon, one dozen of perch, one jack 3 1b,— 


Joun RusH, 
Datchet. 


The water still keeps clear and in much need of rain, consequently, I hear of 
very little doing. The dace bite as well as ever; one almost wonders where 
they all get to at times. On Thursday, I caught two chub, 3 lb, each, dozens 
of dace; Friday, nine chub, 2 and 3 lb. each, and two broke away, as I was 
only using fine-drawn gut; Saturday evening, three barbel, the largest 4 lo. 
As I expect a patron or two the coming week, the barbel are being fed on 
greaves for the occasion, and I hope to report the death of ‘a few of them next 
week; but some rain would put them in better humour.—G. LUMSDEN. 


Oxford. : 


No one need yearn to be an _ honorary assistant water bailiff, however great 
their repugnance to illegal netting. The latest advice I have received from 
E)nsham, where the peaceful inhabitants are raising a subscription to defend 
their ill used (?) fellow townsmen is to keep away, as a few of them are particu- 
lariy anxious to baptise me, and, I fear, their ire will be still further raised as 
we intend to prosecute Messrs. Buckingham and Batts at the next sitting of 
the Witney magistrates. At Lechlade Mr. A. Bowyer caught an eel scaling 241b. 
Messrs. H: Kelson and J. Brett also getting 14 1b. of roach. On Monday, 
Messrs. J.and O. Hopkins bagged 16 perch, one turning the scale at 1b, On Tues- 
day I was well on to the dace in the Colne, and had just secured 4 half pounders 
when my fly caught in a tussock, and my favourite little Irishman snapped at 
the top joint. I prayed for the farmer and the thistle conjointly. On Wednesday 
as it was our last day’s camp, we had aroaching turn, but between four of us only 
brought back 161b, and three chub going 3 1b., 2 1b. and 13 lb. Lieut. 
Barnes, one of the O.A.S., writes me as follows:_ Buckingham, River Ouse, 
August 18, 1583. Four days fishing, a few hours eachday. From Monday to 
Thursday 19 jack, 19 perch, 1g roach. This does not include small uninjured 
fish (as some of the pike were, I am sorry to say) returned to the water. 
On Friday above Wolvercote, Mr. Cooper grassed thirteen roach, averaging 
1 1b. each. On Saturday, Mr. Holliday in the Cherwell, landed a fine jack 
scaling 13} lb., and measuring 1 yard, 1 inch from eye to fork. Re “ Mailow 
Buzz,”’ who I have been unable to answer before, I knew I shonld have him 
before the devil did. If ‘“M. b.’’ objects to gratuitous insults, why does he give 
them? Let metell him it is the height of bad form to offer a brother 
journalist a gratuitous insult, and then, when his comments are turned on him- 
self, to do the very thing he complains of. I must certainly say I am only 
sorry that I did not treat his pointless buzzing with the contempt it deserved. 
=—-CHERWELL OTTER. 


[Received too late for insertion last week. ] 


Ancholme District. 


The truly magnificent weather of the past week has caused quite an influx 
of fishermen, and in most cases the sport has been very good; but the best 
catches have been made late inthe evening. As a rule, the perch never feed 
well during the hot daytime, but they fully make up for any remissness about 
sundown. Many anglers who visit the Ancholme are obliged to go away before 
the fish are well on the feed; as a consequence, they take away erroneous 
impressi ons, ‘The waters are literally teeming with fish; but, alas! there are 
anglers and anglers. Many come who are totally unable to catch. Some 
juveniles had a fair catch of roach and perch at the Riverhead on Saturday last, 
and Mr. Stephenson, of Owmby, was out twice fly-fishing, and secured 28 and 
20 roach. As these were the first occasions on which this gentleman used the 
fly, he must be congratulated on so good a beginning. T have not taken down 
my rod this week, being so busy erecting a new and additional hatching- house 
with a capacity for a million fish. I am glad to say I have a copious spring 
coming direct out of the chalk down. It is as pure as nectar, and clear as 
crystal, with not a particle of salt or impurity, and of the uniform temperature 
of 46 degrees. The lines have thus failen to m2 in a pleasant place for 
increasing the spotted denizens of the water brooks.—Tuomas Forp, Caistor. 


Bure (Norwich). 
F.om Coltishal!, down by Wroxham, Horning Ferry, Ranworth, and Acle, 


reports are all good. Those who know the waters and the style to be adopted 


invariably succeed in landing a good numberof fish. I still advise those who 
wish for the larger fish to try Ranworth ; that isto say, in Cutnear St. Benet’s 
Abbey. A friend and myself last Friday morning ad some capital sport among 
the bream, landing some over 3 lb. and losing many, on account ot our hooks 
being too small (10), whereas (6) would be the correct thing to hold these 
gentlemen ; but, aboveall things, let those who try these waters bait overnight 
and fish at daybreak, and then they may, asa rule, leave off at bfeakfast time. 
Prespects good at all stations.—RoBert MOLL. 


Chichester. 
_Bream have been well on during the week, the water being in excellent con- 
dition. Mr. 8. Young has been as busy as usual, one take scaling over 20 lb. 
Some large carp have been hooked but broken away. At Selhem for anglers, 





but not for harvests, rain is badly wanted, the water being far too bright for 
piscatorial pursuits. Large fish can be seen, but not caught. I had the pleasure 
on Saturday of seeing some good trout inthe Rother, but they were not to be had 
with fly, live- bait, or worm. With change of weather good sport is anticipated. 
—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 
On the 29th, Mr. Abbot creeled a dozen splendid trout, the largest 1 lo. 
The river is in good condition at present.—A. GLASs. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


We have had a really splendid week for angling, and there has been a 
good number of rodsters out, not locals only, but peop'e from a distance. 
Trout and grayling sport at this river, since I last wrote, has been exception- 
ally fair. Some very good dishes have fallen to the expert rods, and, on the 
whole, doings have been remunerative. The klling flies at the present time 
are the bumble, wrentail, dotteril, and black gnat. Bottom fishers have 
ae most execution with wasp grub and cockspur wocm.—WHBATSHEAF 

OTEL. 


Dove. 


I am for the present sojourning far from the banks of ‘‘ Ye limped Dove,”’ 
bu: my advices state that the river is running at fair height, and in nice order 
for either fly or bottom fishing. The takes during the week have averaged 
about six brace per rod. Amongst the flies that have been killing best are the 
wrentail, the earwig, the bumble, and the litile chap. Pike have at last begun 
to move about more freely, but at present very few rodsters have been out after 
them. Roach, dace, and chub are well on at the wasp grub, while bream, 
barbel, and perch are preferring the worm, both lob and cockspur. I am 
informed that that highly-respected rodster, Mr. Charles Stokes, of Sheffield, 
has been credited with an extraordinary chub in the Ryton, in North Notts. 
Mr. Stokes is a well-known adept, and has taken many fine fish in his time, 
but this one, which scaled 6 lb. 2 oz , beats all previous catches, and he is having 
the chub stuffed.—THz SPLODGER. 


Exe (Tiverton)- 


The river continues very low, with little doing except at dusk. On Tuesday 
evening fish sported very well for ashort time to the fern web, red ant, and red 
maggott. The season ends to-morrow (Friday), except for the salmon, and 
anglers are waiting fora rise of the water before sport of any consequence can 
be had.—W. Muprorp. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 


Boston and the immediate vicinity was more like a fair than an angling resort. 
Still anglers and would-be anglers crowded down again in their thousands and 
whipped and flogged, and lashed and dragged river and drains here tremend- 
ously. It was all to no good purpose though, in many ins ances, and the cub 
matches on the Town Drain may be said to have failed. In some instances one 
only in about six caught fish. Leaving the amateurs, however, and going 
further afield, some fairly good things might be reported. One of the best 
comes from Sibsey, near where I hear for the last week or two some alterations 
have been going on which have necessitated a lot of excavators being in the 
locality. One of these, a lover of the gentle art, has been doing immensely 
with pike ; and this week, besides a 2 1b. perch, he has grassed six pike of 
about 4 lb.-apiece., Last week his take included eleven pike, and the previous 
week he landed the exceptional number of sixteen. Seeing that he only devotes 
one day a week to the business, he must be written either very fortunate or very 
expert—perhaps both. Another navvy in the same locality got hold of three 
decent fish of the same kind. Several odd pixe have been ta*en in other places, 
notably one of 5 1b. by a Mr. Adams. Mr. Pearson hada brace and Mr, 
Walker had another brace. Good perch were taken from the Hobhole, at I’ish- 
toft, and close to Boston ; and capital tench were got out of the deep waters at 
the former place, and also from the Aqueduct. Some few bream were landed 
here also, and the roach takes were not to be despised. From the Forty-foot 
Drain rather better accounts have come, but nothing notable except a haul of 
a Sheffielder, who inadvertently dropped upon a baited hole-—Y#z YELLow 
BELLY. 


Iifracombe- 


Sea-fishing, Friday and Saturday : weather fine. A quantity of boats out 
with their parties fishing with ground lines, and some splendid catches of bream, 
whiting, and tamiin were brought in by them. Monday, many boats out, but 
their catches of fish were not so good as the previous days’. Tuesday and 
Wednesday, blowing strong, wi'h too much sea for the small boats to venture 
far, though several strings of whiting were caught in shore and from the rocks. 
Good sport was had for pout eels and ling ; several lobsters have been brought 
in from the pots, and a quantily caught at Lee. The fishing from the 
pierhead and jetty with rod and hand lines is very good. Weather wet and 
squally.—E, CoMER. 


Lakes of Killarney. 


Weather rather fine, and very little fishing at present. During the pa-t 
week Mr. Bernard got two nice salmon on the Lawn; Mr. Taylor, one salmon 
and some trout; Tim M‘Carthy, on the Watervilie Late with Mr. H. R. 
O’Kearny, got for three days thirteen dozen white and brown trout, also two 
salmon, several dozen of the trout weighing from 1 lb. to 31b.; Mr. Scotts also 
got several dozen of white trout, and many other gentlemen who were fishing 
there. The best white trout-fishing about this district is at Waterville from 
this until the end of the season. The season closes on 15th of October. There 
are several fishermen attached to the Waterville Lake Hotel. There is Healy, 
a very good angler, also Leary and old Segerson, and the celebrated old 
Bradley. The best killing flies are olive and green, olive and claret, fiery 
brown, and jay under the shoulder. On 27th, Mr. James got on the Lakes of 
Killarney thirty-one trout, next day two dozen. The trout rose very fairly. 
We rose seventy-five trout on one course, about 400 yards long, and only killed 
out of the number five trout.. The wind at the time was south, It changed 
about an hour after to the west, and they wou'd not stir. It looks very like a 
change this evening. —Tim M‘CArtay. 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


Roach fishermen, as a rule; not many fish. The water very bright ; a reason- 
able amount of jack in the open water, five or six fish up to 3 andq lb. I 
have seen, since my last report, a very nive little trout of 3 lb., from Mr. 
Wheeler’s water on the barge river. The river very bright now, and we require 
very much for the fishermen on the Lea.—Punort. 

[Received too late for last week,—Ep]. 

The roach have not been feeding very freely : we require rain very bad for 
all-round fishing, There have been some very fair takes, but not up to the mark, 
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the fish running very small ; the jack fishermen doing a little better this week. 
Several fish have come under my notice up to 4 1b. and 5 lb., and one lad on 
Wednesday had four fish, all sizeable. The water at the present time very 
bright, and the roach will take a lot of coaxing to get them.—PENCILLER. 


Leicester. 


Since the fishing competition on Saturday in the waters of the Local Society, 


angling has been rather quiet, although the waters have been very favourable 
for fishing, Those who have been cut have been takingsome good baskets of 
both roach and chub, the latter kind at Aylestone, having been fairly well on the 
feed. Mr. Robinson took a number averaging about 2 1b. each. Mr. Gladstone 
has also been well amongst the roach and chub. Pike fishing is somewhat slow 
just at present, the waters being much too fine for a great deal of sport to be 
had. A fairish number have been visiting the out of town resorts, and both at 
Barrow-on -Sozr and the Wreake anglers have been fortunate in having good 
sport. Three Leicester gentlemen, Messrs. Chamberlain, Benskin, and Hardy, 
also paid a visit to Thrapstone this week, the two former staying three days, and 
whilst there were busy among the bream, killing between 60 and 70 1b. I had 
the pleasure of seeing the lot weighed in ; among a generally capital lot of fish 
were several very fine specimens. The weather to-day (Thursday) has been 
favourable for angling, but the waters are very fine for bottom fishing.— ALERT, 


Lodden, 


The trout season is now fast drawing to a close, and although the river is 
swarming with th-se speckled beauties, sport has not been up to the average. 
Owing propably to the scarcity of flies and the quantity of live food ia the 
water, the majority of fish opened Contained more or less of gudgeon, minnows, 
and small crayfish ; the fly most taking being a small bright red, mide ex- 
pressly for me by Messrs. Little & Co. Chub and dace take this fly wos} 
greedily ; in fact, at times these fish become annoying when trout-fishing. Some 
splendid jack, chub, and perch have been taken during the week, of the former 
three and four per diem, average weight 5 lb. each, chub, 3 1b., and perch, 2 
and 3 1b, each. LIhope shortly to astonish you and my friend Mr. Gunn, of 
Norwich, with some monster perch; we see them daily, but fail to hook. 
Surely they know nothing of the fishes’ epitaph, ‘‘ Hock’d it.”’—FranKx 
GOspEN. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominstér). 

The waters here are very clear, and rain is much wanted. On Saturday, Mr. 
James visited the Lugg and caught six nice trout with the wasp grub. On 
Tuesday he tried the Pinsley, and landed sixteen splendid trout; the fish 
averaged 13 lb. each. A gentieman, with the fly, caught six fine grayling in 
the Arrow on Tuesday; the same day another gentleman lended fifteen gray- 
ling from the Lugg. Mr. Rutter, fishing early in the morning, caught with the 
worm some fine dishes of fish. The Cenwater was netted on ‘Luesday evening, 
and some good fish caught. On Saturday, Sir Edward Colt’s water at Monk- 
land was netted and a nice lot of fish taken. The river Pinsley has been run 
‘‘off.’? Mr. Holmes caught about 8 lb. of fish on Monday, and 8} 1b. an 
Tuesday, and several more people had goodhauls. The weather has been too 
bright for any good to be done ; though wasp grub fishing is now at its best, 
fish will only bite at early dawn or when night is coming on, and it is almost 
a waste of time visiting the streams under a burning sun for bo‘tom fishing. 
T,. HEREFORD, 

Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water is in good condition, and sport has been pleniiful during the week. 
Bream, chub, roach, perch, and eels have been taken, but there is. but very 
little doubt that fish will bite better after a littlerain. ~YE MEDWAY WATER RAT, 


Moy, Ballina, and Lakes. 


A good many fine salmon have been caught during the last week by anglers 
on the river. The largest, weighing 14 lb., was killed by Mr. Atkinson. Mr. 
T. R. Sachs killed a nice yo Jb. fresh 1un fish cn Wednesday. Only poor sport 
on the Lakes at present; better expected soon FRANK HEARNS. 


Ness (Inverress). 


The net fishing closed on the river on Saturday last, and the season, it may 
be said, has been, without exception, the best for at least seven years. The 
Laggan nets got 300 salmon and grilse in two nights last week. Good sport is 
still being obtained withrod. The following is a record of the catch, during 
the past week on the Ness Castle water :—Mr. F. Walker, on the 23rd, killed 
five grilse ; 24th, two salmon weighing Ig and 221b.; 25th, two grilse gb. 
each ; 27th, two grilse 931b. each, On the lower waters on Monday, the 27th, 
Mr. D. Macpherson three grilse 9} Ib. each; Mr. J. Tolmic, two grilse, 9} 
each; Messrs. Jas. Graham, D. Cameron, and Jas. Scott, one grilse each. 
‘Mr. A. Coxon, on Friday, the 24th, had one salmon 22 1b., and one grilse 
8lb; 28th, Mr. J. Pattison, three grilse 9 lb. each ; 29th, Mr. A. Coxon, one 
grilse, 113 lb.—D. Watson. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 


This river is now in fine angling condition, the water having cleared beauti- 
fully since my last. The fish are being sought after most persistently by a great 
number of anglers, but no very extraordinary catches have come to my know- 
ledge. An angler who was fly-fishing the other evening below the English 
Bridge was surprised at his own powers when he saw a fine chub of over 3 Ib. 
weight lying on the bank. The reason he was so much astonished was because 
he had very little knowledge of the art of fishing. He has since taken another 
of similar weight in-the same place. Two gentlemen who went to Llanymynech 
last Thursday had a very fair day’s fishing. One of them, while spinning with 
the minnow, caught a fine grayling of 2 lb., also dace, which are incidents we 
very rarely hear of. Altogether they got eleven grayling, one trout, and 
several good rough fish. Four gentlemen, who had been pool fishing yesterday 
in a pool close to the town, had the satisfaction of landing six good pike, the 
largest turning the scale at 615., and the next at 541b. Iam told that the 
Angling Society have been promised another present of trout by the same 
gentleman, who last spring was good enough to give them something like 7,000, 
which were put into the river.—SEVERN SALMON. 


Taw and Tributaries. 


Rivers have gone back since this seasonable weather set in, but I have heard 
of a few peal at Southmolt Road and on Mr. Roils’ part of the Taw, which 
were taken in the evening. Two gentlemen got three dozen trout a few davs 
ago, and on Tuesday four and a half dozen were taken on the Bray. The 
salmon are larger and fewer now than a month ago, but should we get a flood 
before the 15th September, when the net fishing closes, we may again hear of 
a great catch. A few bass are. taken upon the Estuaries. Coachmen still 
taking the trout, and the flies are the best,lure for. the peal and salmon,— 
Rusty GAMg, 







Teme (Ludlow). 
This stream continues low, but still in good condition for fly-fishing. Rain 
is much wanted in all the streams in this district. Up the Teme on Thursday 
a well-known fisherman from Mill Sireet caught fifteen trout with was grub, 
maggot, and fly. Down the stream at Steventon, a gentleman landed, ct 
Friday, a trout weighing 1} 1b. with the wasp grub. Another trout was caught 
the same day on the opposite side the river which weighed 11 1b. ; this also was 
caught with the wasp grub. Eels in large quantities continue to be caught with 
night lines—a rather tedious process in these rivers. Fishermen complain ab 
their lines being taken up and stolen. A couple of tishermen opposite Burw: 
House (the occupier of which, V. Nightingale, Hsq., I regret to say, has been 
buried since last [ wrote, but who always gave every facility to anglers visiting 
his grounds), on Saturday, fishing for perch, after two or three hours’ waiting 
were rewarded with a capital catch towards dusk, when the maggot was tried, 
fifteen perch being secured in a short time. Up the Corve somegood fish have 
been taken. The Orry has not been so much visited of*late; neither his the 
Clun or the Ledwyche.—S. 1 4 






Teme (Tenbury). 
The water here continues very low, but still in fair angling condition. There 
has not been so much fishing hereabouts owing to the very hot weather. Fish 


are sporting well about here, and thousands of young fish are visible in clear 
water. ‘The best flies on now are the whirling blue and green insect. With 
these flies Mr, J. Page caught on Friday four very nice grayling. From four 
o’clock in the afternoon until dark is the best (and pleasantest) time to fish. A 
gentleman was plying the minnow on Tuesday afternoon at the bridge at the 
bottom of Teme Street, but from whatI saw, he seemed to have but poor luck, 
The fishing here for 3 miles down the Teme is under the protection of an 
association, and tickets can be had for one or two days, or any longer period, — 
for (ne pound per year. The streams are reported to have the best stock of 
grayling and trout everknown. One thing you can always get at Tenbury, 
and that is civiity (which is saying a great deal). Then there are other at- 
tractions than the river. Tenbury Wells can be reached from almost anywhere 
by tourist’s tickets. I forgot to mention that there has been next to nothing 
doing inthe Kyre on the Rea.—Worcest=r. 


The Misbourne (Chalfont). 


Fishing in private water in the Misbourne below Chalfont during this month, 
Mr, W. A. Smith and a friend have taken in three days’ fishing, 26 brace of 
trout, running from 3 lb. to 2 1b. each. Allunder } lb. have been returnéd, 
and are not counted in the above take. Two fine perch have also been secured, 
one of 2 lb. 5 1b., and another 1 lb. 9 oz. ‘The best killing fly has been Mr. 
Francis Francis’ ‘*Coln Nobbler.’? On the 25th inst. Mr. Pugh (well-known 
on the Thames), hooked a pike about 8 1b. weight, in one of the tumbling bays; 
but the sudden appearance of some half dozen boys ‘‘in Nature’s garb,’”” who 
had been bathing a little way above, so frightened the fish that he broke away,” 
mach to the angler’s regret, who said he should like to have tried his flavour, 
as he must be ‘pure essence of truut.’’ Water very low and bright. 


Trent (Newark). ac) aa 
The water is very low and remarkably bright, and extra fine fishing has to be 
the order of. the day, and even then good sport is not general. Some few 
anglers have met with fairish success, Roach have been on the feed fairly well, 
malt, wheat, bread, and gentles all doing their share among those fish, [have 
not heard of any very good catches of barbel being had this week Scratchings. t 
will be found the best bait for these fish ander the present circumstances of 
weather and water. A fair quantity of chub have been taken with stratchingsis 
aad wasp grubs for bait. In my opinion, roach sre the fish for the angler toyo — 
after just now. I had a grand day among those fish on Wednesday, killing 39 © 
fish that weighed 22} 1b. A very good bag*of roach, several of my fish going 
1 1b, each. An old sportsman who saw the fish said they were the ljoveliest lot 
of roach he had ever seen. Bread paste, flavoured with ‘‘King’s Natural Bait,’? — 
was the lure I used, and [ found the roach take to it kindly; in fact, all other — 
baits [had with me were simply nowhere. Asarule, I don't believe in nostrums ~ 
of any kind ; but from a series of careful trials I have made with ‘ King’s — 
Natural Bait,’’ I have been forced to confess that it is genuine, which is more ~ 
than I can say about some other baits.—Tuz Trent Orrer. 4 


Trent (Nottingham). ~ - 
Never during the present season have I known the Trent to be solow as itis — 
at the present time. Barbel anglers have accordingly rejoiced, and from one x 
of the low waters—a noted reach—a take of eighteen splendid fish is reported, — 
largest 6 1b. Fairly good sport has been met with at Shardlow, the catches 
ranging from three to six fish per rod. But here anglers complain rather 
bitterly of the bottom of the swims containing a vast quantity of whatisknown 
as ‘‘ flannel’? weed. Good news is to hand from Heston, not, however, amongst — 
the barbel, but amongst the bream. Mr. J, Theaker (Nottingham), attending 
upon one of the subscribers, has succeeded in killing nearly 80lb., and since 
then a further capital basket has been secured. Fiy fishing contiaues excellent, 
especially in the distiicts of Hazleford, and Gunthorpe.—THr May AT THE 
CLuBs, : 
















Tweed and Teviot- 


The weather and the state of the rivers during the past week has not been 
the most favourable character for angling, and only a few small baskets haye 
been got on the Teviot and Tweed. Mr. Kerr, Edinburgh, had between 4 1b, 
and 5 lb on the Teviot. Mr. D. Brown has also had a couple of nice baskets, 
while onthe Teviot Mr. James Kerr and Mr. John Kerr had each fair takes— 
one trout in the former’s basket being fully rib. Salmon angling in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood has been wi/ since our last, although yesterday, on the 
Teviot, Mr. W. Barff killed an old clean salmon of 7?1bs. while angling 
for trout with the small flies. In the Galashiels district a few fi-h 
have been got, however. On the Boldside water one was killed by 
Middlemass, 2nd one was also got on the Fairnilse water by Mr. White, 
keepers on the respective waters. In the Melrose district a curious,catch was 
made last week by a gentleman angling for trout. “Whilst close to the bridge 
there he hooked a fish which gave him some play, and on being landed it proved 
to be a very nice jack. The same gentleman had also a good basket of trout, 
Our Coldstream correspondent writes to-day as follows regarding the net fish= _ 
ings on the Tweed in that district: On the 26th ult. very few fish passed the — 
ford here, but on Monday morning Cornhillwater had 14 fish, the other fishing 
stations being nearly blank. We learn that some one unknown had put an — 
obstruction in the cauld at Milne Garden, so that when the fish came near they 
were frightened and turned back, thus giving those below the cauld a double 
chance of capturing them. This obstruction was, however, detected Jast week. 
The article, which works on a swivel, is, we believe, in the police station here. 
Salmon angling on the river Ness has been yery successful so far as the season 
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has gone, the past ten days having afforded excellent sport, large quantities of 
‘salmon haviog been ki'led. One of the most successful anglers on this river 
bein Mr. A Denison (lessee of Birzham Dub), wh» fished the Holm section 
Up to Wednesday last this gen leman had kil'ed close on 100 salmon. On Monday 
week he had a splendid day’s sport, landing ten fish, three of them weighing 
28 lhs each, and the total weigh* of the lot being 146]bs., or an-average of 
nearly 142 lbs. Tweed Net Salmon Fishinzs.— The*produce at these fishings 
at Berwick continues fair, although last week they showed signs of decrease. 
Salmon are not now increasing in numbers as they should do at this season, 
while the same remark applies also to grilse ; trout, however, being still caught 
in good numbers, The season, however, has so far been an excellent one, and 
latterly sever] salmon of between 301b. and 4olb. weight have been got. One 
of the best-fished stations has been Goswics, on the sea coast, which had one 
day the other week 600 salmon, grilse, and trout at one tide. In consequence 
of the closing of other 1ivers, prices are now going up, and yesterday sa’mon 
and grilse were 1s. 9d. per lb., while trout were 1s. 8d. At the corresponding 
eriod last year salmon and grilse were 1s. 5d., and trout Is. 3d. per lb. These 
ouings close on the 15th proximo. 


Witham. 

For the agriculturist as for the holiday angler, the weather during the past ten 
days his been really glorious. A journey dowa the Witham valley ‘is really 
most enjoyable, but the dry weather has had its effect on the river, and perhaps 
done a good deal to throw the fish off the feed, which they cer’ainly are. The 
waters have run off until in many places the slow-going Witham has become so 
narrow that the anglercan throw nis p'un> across with eas2 Club matches 
and other affairs of that sort have had poor re-ults, though it is worthy of men - 
tion that ia the great contest at Dogdyke, the first prize winner got fourteen 

~ good average-siz¢d fish, running nearly } lb. each, whilst. the second got one 
pike which scaled ver 5 1b.. Pike have been out and about and a fairly good 
slaughter has been made on them, o:e angler getting three running to about 
7 1b. at Southery; two at Stixwold getting four, best 53 lb. Mr. Naylor three 
at Brotherstofc, best 5 lb., and single catches of good fish here and there on 
the river. On the S!ea, asmallerriver, some pike have been taken up to 
43 1b. Some very fine bream have been taken in odd instan:zes, one of 3% Ib. 
being reported from Stixwold. Very nice perch were taken at Kirkstead, and 
the roach taken about Langrick, in some cases was exceptionally fine. About 
the best all-round bag I hear of fiom the river was a 17 |b., made at Stixwold, 
and another I saw at Southery, upwards of a stone. The colour of the river is 
very good, but the water being so Jow and warm, the fish are dead-hearted. The 
best sport is where the small drains and creeks come in, bus many are now dry. 
A few yards below one of them cannot fail to yield well.—G&. B. 


Wye and Derwent. 
Both the Wye and Derwent still continue in excellent condition for fly-fish- 
- jing ; but asT have before said, sport with the artificial flies has been but very 
middling on both rivers, although both trout and grayling seem to rise fairly 
well fur about half an hour, just before dark, at something which none of the 
Derbyshire anglers can make out. In fact we cannot see any naturals on the 
“water; so the fish must be ‘ midging;’’ I myself go out nearly every even- 
ing, and can only capture from two to four brace of an evening, and that’s 
with only very careful fishing, and by the number of fish that keep rising, one 
ought to fill their baskets. The following flies have all killed fish, Light Dun, 
Honey Dun Bumble, Black Jack, and furnace flies. Barometer falling. Rain 
would do a great deal of good. No bottom fishing at present.—Gxo. JAs. 
EATON. 
Yare (Norwich). 


Roach fishing on this stream is now excellent. Gentlemen from all parts 
are visiting this river. Host Garrett, of Buckenham Ferry, sends me a first- 
rate account this week. Two gentlemen staying there from J.ondon captured 

_ 54 stone of roach and bream, and on another day one gentleman took 47 stone 
with one rod. I can speak from experience, that the fish are well on the feed ; 
several jack have also been had here (Buckenham). The Norwich Piscatorial 
Society held their second match here to-day (Thursday), but owing to some 
cause or another the catchea were anything but large. Ist prize, Mr. Spelman, 

8b. 12} oz. ; 2nd prize, Mr. Cubitt, 6 lb. 13 oz ; 3rd prize, Mr. Butler, 
6 lb. 93 oz ; 4th prize, Mr. Sim, 5 lb. 11} 0z.; 5th prize, Mr. Page, 5 Ib. ; 
6th prize, Mr. Cushing, 4 1b. 14 0z., and others took prizes with very small 
catches. There seems to be a fate about match days, as others at various 
points do well. Both Brundall and Buckenham should be visited for roach, 
and Cantley forbream. Prospects excellent.—Robrrt MOLL. 


Yore (Hawes)- 


Water very bright and low. I have not done anything for a week past, nor 
do I hear of any one else doing anything. The barometer has taken a drop (I 
am afraid too much all at once), so we are on the look. out for rain, and I must 
say the weather is very threatening. nent trout containing spawn. Ihave 
- got trout in April and May with the roe forming. I have no doubt the 
majority of female fish now taken in this river will be found very forward, not 
that they will spawn much earlier, but owing to the abundance of feed causing 
them to get into condition earlier. The ova will be larger, and I have no doubt 
more likely to produce strong fry. Cray-fishing, or as it is locally termed 
“ crabbing,’’ is in full swing. The ‘modus operandi’? is as follows :—Obtain 
a supply of (liver is best) offal from the butcher, cut it up into lumps of 3 1b. 
each. To each piece of offal attach a line about 4 feet long, to the line attach 
a stick about the same length. About a score of baits are sufficient. Having 
_ your baits ready, choose a rough bottom, and set your baits about 30 yards 
_apart. Upon visiting the baits, and finding fish upon them, lift them gently, 
and slip your landing-net under the bait as quickly as possible, for the fish will, 
on perceiving you, endeavour to make their escape. I know of no nicer picking 
than a dish of crayfish hot, with bread and fresh butter, and a bottle of stout. 
A friend and I took over 1,700 one day in the water at the foot of Semmer- 
water. The best draws we had were forty at a bait. In the Yore crayfish are 
most numerous in the streams, Night is the best time, but then a dark 
lantern is a necessary article in order to see your baits.—11M Cogry. 








NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 23,163, making a total 
for last week of 106,892. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,444,515. In addition to the usual Wednes- 
day Féte, arrangements have been made to hold a special Popular 
Féte on the evening of next Saturday, the 1st September, when the 
grounds will be brilliantly illuminated as on the occasion of the recent 
Royal Féte, and the Exhibition kept open till 11 ppm. The admission 

_ will be one shilling. ; _ 





—— 


CLUB REPORTS. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Members of the Battersea Friendly Angling Club fished a match at 
Woking on the 26th ult. for a prize kindly presented by Mr. Crane, which was 
won, after a good contest, by Mr. H. Ford with some splendid golden bream, 
one of which has been sent to Couper’s for preservation; Mr. H. Martin also 
weighed in from the same place. Mr. Burgess’ prize will be fished for on 
September 9th from Bourne End Station to Marlow Bridge. Messrs. G@. Edwards 
and A. Sampson have kindly presented two other prizes to be fished for same 
time and place.—A. SAMPson, jun., hon. sec. 








BERMONDSEY BROTHERS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

A general visit was paid to the above on Tuesday evening, nine clubs being 
present. A very pleasant evening was spent. The chair was taken by Mr. 
Allen, faced by Mr. Frost. The following gentlemen contributed towards the 
harmony :—Messrs. Frost, Davis, Duff, Grant, Gretton, Fell, Richardson. 
Mitchell, Graham, Davison. <A recitation was given in excellent style by Mr. 
Javis.—J Court, sec. 

P.S.—Some of the members had a very good show of fish on the 26th inst. 
Mr. R. Gafney, 6 1b. of roach and bream; Mr. Hulse, 4 1b. of roach, gudgeon, 
and perch; Mr. A. Gafney, 2 lb. of bream and roach. 


BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

A few of our members have been busy with the rod, taking advantage of the 
fine weather, Steyning being the favourite resort. Mr. T. Anscombe landed a 
fine carp just under 7 lb., Mr. A. White took one 31b., making up a5 lb. 
basket with some decent roach. It isa great pity netting is allowed so much 
in this water, as some good sport could be had were these proceedings puta 
stop to. Monday last, 27th ult, was was quite a red-letter day amongst the 
members of our association, the annual outing taking place at Leonardslee, 
Lower Beeding, through the kind permission of W. E. Hubbard, Esq., who 
granted us the use of his beautiful grounds. Early on Monday morning 
about forty smiliag faces, with fishing tackle complete, could be seen wending 
their way to the Brighton Railway Station, sll evidently intent on thoroughly 
enjoying themselves. We steamed merrily away by the 8.17 to West Grinstead, 
where at 9.30 conveyances were awaiting tohelp us through five miles of mag- 
nificent scenery. Arriving at the Crab Tree at fo 30, luncheon couid not very 
well be passed over. After a breather, an adjournment was made to the 
grounds of Mr. Hubbard, where teams were chosen by Messrs. Cardy and 
Saunders, the former being far too strong for the latter. Sports were then 
indulged in, Mr. H. Inman securing with ease a quarter mile handicap walking 
race; Mr. E. Cardy (scratch) beat a field of eleven in a 200 yards flat race. A 
fishing competition and other sports, as per programme, whiled away the time, 
which had throughout been most enjoyable, until six o’clock, when one and all 
must stop to do justice to acapital spread providei at the Crab Tree Hotel, 
Mr. A. Cardy in the chair. The company present having done their utmost 
‘to satisfy the inner man, Mr. Cardy proposed the toast of the day, ‘‘ Success to 
the Brighton Anglers’ Association,’? which was received with loud applause 
other toasts followed, the health of W. E, Hubbard, Esq., being drunk with 
enthusiasm. A vote of thanks having been passed to Mr. H. Gamlin, hon. 
sec , for the admirable manner in which he had carried out the outing arrange: - 
ments, our third annual gathering was voted by every member the best ever 
held by the Brighton Anglers’ Association.— PrscATOR. 

PROGRAMME OF SPorTs. 
Judge, Mr. T. Sargeant. Starter, Mr. C. Stapleton. 

Quarter mile walking handicap.—First prize, value 12s. 6d., presented by 
Mr. E. Quait, H. Inman, 1; second prize, value 7s. 6d., presented by Mr. T. 
Sargeant, H. Batchelor, 2; third prize, two bottles of wine, presented by Mr. 
Trimmer, E. Artis, 3. Nine competed for thisrace, H. Inman (scratch) winning 
easily. 

Two hundred yards running handicap.—First prize, set gold studs, presented 
by Mr. T. Crowhurst, E. Cardy, 1; second prize, cigar case, presented by 
Messrs. Saunders and Cardy, A Wyatt, 2; third prize, a vesuvian case, pre- 
sented by Mr. T. Bull, J. Stevens, 3. E'eyen ran, E. Cardy (scratch) never 
being headed after once in front. 

Siamese twin race.—First prize, two bottles of whisky, presented by Mr. 
Harry Saunders, Harris and Wyatt, 1 ; second prize, value 5s., presented by Mr. 
A. White, White and Batchelor, 2. Very amusing race. 

Sack race.—First prize, a dozen portraits presented by Mr. H. Spinks, 
N. Clark, 1; second prize, a bottle of gin, presented by H. Saunders, J. 
Stevens, 2; third prize, a pipe and case, A. Cardy, Harris, 3. 

Fishing competition.—First prize, 103, presented by Mr. N. Clark, G@. 
Taylor, 1; second prize, Nottingham reel and fishing stockings, presented by 
Messrs. Park and Spink, Page, 2; third prize, fishing tackle, presented by Mr. 
G. F. Stapleton, H. Inman, 3; an extra prize of two bottles of wine, given by 
Mr. Trimmer for the largest roach, G. Taylor. 

Cricket match.—A, Cardy’s eleven uv. J. Saunder’s eleven—Cardy’s eleven 
96, Saunder’s eleven 26. Mr. W. Park takes two bottles of wine, given by 
Mr. Trimmer for the highest score. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The trays were fairly filed on August 26th. Mr. B, Smith was the first to 
weigh in dace and 10ach from Waltham; Mr. Powell, some excellent roach 
from the Lea; Mr. Strong, some good perch from Ponder’s End; Mr. Powell, 
jun., some good roach, winning Mr. Elvas’ prize for the best roach caught on 
that day. Mr. J. Hadkiss weighed 1341b. of bream from Dagenham. Next 
Wednesday is quarterly night.—T. G. WALKER. 

CAXTONIAN ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

At the meeting of this society, held ‘on the 24th ult., the president 
announced that the dinner to celebrate the opening of the society under the 
new rules will be held at the Falcon, Gough Square, on Friday, September 7th, at 
six o’clock. Several new members were elected, and other prizes added to the 
list, among them a drinking flask of the value of two guineas, by Mr. Esson, 
for the largest roach caught during the season. The complete prize list is 
promised next Friday, 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The prizes presented by Messrs. Field and Son, Mr, Speed, sen., and Mr. 
Hutchins were fished for on the 26th ult., when the members showed up in good 
form. Mr. R. Banfield (first), with 17 lb. 10 0z. of dace from Twickenham ; 
Mr. Farell (second), 11 1b. 14 0z. of bream from Weybridge ; Mr. E, Brewer 
(third), 11 1b. 4 0z. from Weybridge ; Mr. L. Boisseau, 2 1b. 73 02. of dace 
from Twickenham; Mr, E, Wilson, 2 lb. 7 0z, of dace from Sunbury ; Mr. W. 
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Maslin, 1 lb. 14 oz. of dace; Mr. Hodges, 1 lb. 2 oz. of dace; Mr. J. Veaser, 
dace; Mr. A. Ipps, roach and perch. Onthe 22nd, Mr. J. C. Speed (from 
Staines), 5 lb. 13 oz. of dace and roach, the gross weight for the 26th ult., 
being 48 Ib. 5$ oz. The next five prizes, presented by Messrs. H. Smith, EK, 
Wilson, and W. Maslin, will be fished for at Weybridge, rivet Wey only; all 
start first train on the gthinst. Members are requested to attend on quarterly 
night for important business. —E. WunsoN, sec. 


CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 
A few members of this club were out on the 25th u't.. but only three were 
able to bring home any fish. Mr. Jelliman had roach; Mr. Ward, 
roach and perch; Mr. Power, roach and chub.—J. W. POWER, sec. 








COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. oa 

A portion of the above clab fished a match on the 26th ult. The conditions 
were that members could go where they liked. The result was that the club 
had a better show of fish brought home in the evening than usual. There was 
only one prize contested for, namely, a cigar and cigarette-holder in three 
parts, Mr. Evans being the winner with a nice show of small barbel and perch. 
Mr. Sharland had a very nice show of the same kind of fish. Mr. Philp had 
some very nice roach from Hairfield. Mr. Stead ahd several other members had 
some very fair shows of fish.—C. REEVES, sec. 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above fish their fourth match this season on September 
2nd, at Ponder’s End, in the Association waters, for several valuable prizes. 
The first prize is a very handsome marble timepiece, others consisting of a 
table lamp, fishing table, sealskin purse, and several money prizes. Mr. 
Wilkins had a fine show of bream from Wimbledon lake on the 26th ult.— 
J. AVON, sec. 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Friday, the 24th ult., Messrs. West and C. Baker visited the Copper 
Mills, Harefield, when they landed about 43 1b. of perch: the Jargest was caught 
by Mr. Baker, and weighed 10} oz. Againon the 28th Mr. West, in company 
with Messrs. Harris and Green, tried the same spot, and they were rewarded 
with about fifty perch and a fair-sized jack, The best perch was taken by Mr. 
Green, scaling 14 0z.—J. G. Lr Grys, hon. sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The show of fish at the above club last night was not so good as we have 
been having, with the exception of the 19th ult. The principal takes of 
yesterday were as under:—Mr. G. Stevens, bream and roach; Mr. O. Wade, 
roach; Mr. F. A. Gray, roach and dace; Mr. E. Nathen, bream and roach ; 
Mr. G. Button, chub; Mr. R. Money, jack.—F. A. GRAY, sec. 
August 27th. 





GLOBE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

T have not much to report this week, our show of fish on the 26th ult. being 
much smaller than usual, owing perhaps to a number of our mem bers contesting 
for two prizes for perch, but with very little success, only one of them being won 
with one perch 6 oz., by Mr, Harrington, viz.;—a silver Albert. The following 
are the weights of fish taken. Messrs. J. Ballard, 4 1b. of breain; J. J. Holmes, 
I lb. roach and bream; S. Howell, senior, 2 1b. 13 oz. roach and bream ; 
W. J. Davies, 3 1b. 74 0z. of roach and dace ; J. Harman, one rudd, 5 3 oz.; 
J. Titmus, one rudd, 10 oz.; D. Thomas, 2 rudd, 1 lb. 14 0z., one of thema 
pretty fish weighing 1lb.1 oz. On the 2nd we have a roving match between 
‘Weybridge and the railway arch at Byfleet fora series of prizes,—J. HoLMEs, 
sec. 








GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Since our last report our members have been busy with the finny tribe, 
especially our worthy president, H. Mitchell, Esq, Mr. Bayfield, sen., and 
Mr. W. Bayfield, principaily rudd and roach Our contest on Friday next is 
being looked for with considerable interest, especially as its being the first one 
from this society on the Yare, and I hope to be able to send youa good 
report of our catches cn that occasion. A most remarkable catch has just been 
reported—viz , a jack of 4 lb. and in fine condition, being successfully hooked 
and landed, the bait being a worm; some of the bream reported being of large 
size, both from Fritton and Ormesby.—J. Lark, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual wee'ly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Mason's Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basinghall Street. Mr. Cotton 
was unanimously voted to the chair. The minutes having been read and the 
little remaining business disposed of, a vote of thanks was accorded to Mr, 
Cotton for his services in the chair, and the rest of the evening devoted to 
music.—H, 


HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society had their annual dinner on the 26th ult., 
at the Cricketers’ Inn, Amberley, when they had a very pleasant day, the 
weather being fine, and the repast, provided by Mr. H. Ratley, the proprietor 
of the above house, being ull that could be desired, pleasing both members 
and friends. Some of the members took their rods with them, and fished 
during the intervals, with, Iam pleased to say, success. Messrs. A. Fish, H. 
Cook, Perham, and J. Holt especially showing good trays of fish.—C. J. 
MILLIz. 


HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The annual presentation of prizes won by members of this club will take 
place at the club house, the Cherry Tree, Kingsland Road, on September 17th, 
at nine o’clock. More than one hundred prizes will be distributed. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Three special prizes were fished for on the 26th ult., at Broxbourne; after a 
keen contest Mr. W. H. Mecham won the prize given for the heaviest fish, Mr. 
G. Wood was first for the heaviest weight, Mr. A. Bass was second. The 
three prizes given by Messrs. A. Rogers, W. Wiltshire, and G. Edwards are 
to be completed for on Wednesday next. No competitor to leave London 
before the morning of the competition, nothing under 8 oz. to take a prize, all 
fish weigh, competitors to choose their own fishing water. he shows of fish 
during the past week have been goood. Messrs. F. A. Hawthorne and G. 
Riches, have had some handsome fish.—H. B. : 

KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Nothing much to report. On the 26th ult. Mr, Durket haying 17 lb. 4 oz, of 
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bream from Dagenham lake, Messrs. Pearce, Bramsgrove, and Cecil having 
roach and dace. The match for the 26th ulc, was put oft till this month.— 
W. DutTon, sec. 


LEICESTER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The society’s fourth angling competition for £8 in money, and twenty-four 
prizes, given by a number of pentlemen who take great interest in this class of 
sport, tcok place on Saturday in preserves of the society. Unlike the past 
occasion, the weather was everything that could be desired, the sun shining 
brilliantly during the whole of the atternoon, and the waters were in excellent 
condition, being, if anything, too fine. The entries were twelve in excess of 
the previous year, the total numbering r39. | These included crack fishermen 
from Barrow-on- Soar, Loughborough, Mountsoriel, Nuneaton and Thurmaston, 
and of the large number of anglers entered for the competition, there was not a 
single absentee when the gun was fired at threeo’clock, giving thesignal for each 
angler to commence operations. The swims reached from the Twelve Bridges, 
Leicester, to Aylestone Bridge, about two and a half miles of water being occupied, 
which was carefully pegged out by Messrs. Beaskin and Stafford. The watch- 
ing and booking of the fish was entrusted to the fillowing members of the 
committee:—Messrs. A Smith, E. Bonner, Ward, Greenwood, Stafford, 
Farrar, Chamberlain, Ritson, Starkey, Paterson, Pearson, Rowlston, and 
Gask, and the arrangemen's of the details in the hands of thesecretary of the 
society, Mr J.T. Hardy. The contest was brought to a most successful 
conclusion at half-past six, when Messrs. A. Smith and Bonner weighed the 
fish from the Aylestone end, and Messrs. Ward and Greenwood from the 
Leicester end. The total amount of fish weighed over 301b., which shows a 
good average, taking into consideration the large number of spectators who 
lined the bank of the stream, close to the anglers, The foilowing is a complete 
list of the takes down to 6} oz., and these each took prizes in the order 
given. Mr. Pratt, 1lb. 7} 0z, 1st prize, £5; T. Starkey, 1lb 7 z., 2nd 
prize, £1 10s.; J. Fisher, Thurmaston, 1 lb. 4 oz., 3rd prize, 15s., and also 
a watch, value 43 I5s., given by Mr. Barfoot for the largest fish; W. Pinnock, 
I lb. 2} oz., 4th prize, tos. ; Gladstone, jun, 1 lb,1} 0z., balf-dozen knives and 
forks ; Rudkin, sen., I lb, 1 0z., fishing rod ; Brown, 1 1b , clock; Brockley 1b, 
‘* Complete Angler ’’; J. Shelton, 14 oz., Angler’s Souvenir; Clark, 134 oz, 
fishing creel ; Gimson, 13 0z., thirty cigars ; R. Hartshorn, 11} oz., handsome 
cigar case; R. Blount, 11o0z., large brass reel; Burgess, Io} 0z., clock; 
Faulkner, 9} 0z., copper kettle ; C. Hartshorn 94 0z., handbag; Hartshorn, 
93 02., felt hat; Knight, 9 oz., landing rod and net; Albert Hardy, 84 oz, 
double-landing net; W. Birch, 8}0z., reel and line; F. Matthew, 8'oz. 
fishing stool; Webb, 8 0z,, 5s.; Lapworth, 7}0z., meat carver and fork; 
Robertson, 7 oz., brass reel ; H. Newton, 63 oz , campstool; J. Mee, 6} oz., 
bait can; Rudkin, 63 0z., 100 yards of line; Sedgley, 63 0z. lace curtairs , 
and Freer, 63 0z., bottle of liquor. A large company assembled on Monday, 
evening, in the Mayor’s parlour, Old Town Hall, to witness the distributon 
of the prizes. The room was filled to overflowing. The secretary, Mr. J. T. 
Hardy, read a letter from G. F. Harrison, Esq., regretting his inability to be 
present. Mr. A. Smith, chairman of the committee, was thereupen called to 
the chair. He expressed his regret at the absence of Mr. Harrison, who, in 
his capacity as coroner, had unexpectedly been obliged to go to Great Bowden. 
He must congratulate the members of the scciety on the number that took part 
in the contest, and expressed a hope that it might be as prosperous in the years 
tocome. He informed those present that next year, providing the funds 
would allow, the amount of money given by the society would be increased. 
The prizes were then | distributed, and at the conclusion Mr.-Clark proposed, 
and Mr, Pinnock seconded, a vote of thanks to those gentlemen who had given 
the prizes, which was received with acclamation. The next vote of thanks was 


to the committee and watchers for the admirable manner in which the atrange- ° 


ments had been carried out, and this was proposed by Mr. T. Hurst, and 
seconded by Mr. Lapworth, Mr. A. Smith responding. Mr. A. Starkey then 
proposed that the best thanks of the meeting be given to the Mayor for 
lending them the room. 
unanimously. Mr. Smith undertook to convey the feelings of the meeting to 
the Mayor, and said, like his predecessors, he was always very willing to lead 
them the room for their meetings. The proceedings then terminated ~ 


LEICESTER JOLLY ANGLER’S CLUB. 


The annual excursion and fishing match of the Jolly Angler's Club took 


This was seconded by Mr. Knight, and carried 


place on Saturday week, when thirty members journeyed from the club house, — 


the Earl of Leicester, Infirmary Square, Leicester, about two p.m., in convey- 


ances for Rearsby, the permission of H. C. Woodcock, Esq , having been } 


obtained for the members to fish the waters on his property. Ang ing com- 
menced at 5 p.m. and ended at 7 p.m. The following is a list of the prize 
takers :—1, Mr. G. Broadhead, handsome fishing rod, given by Mr, Chamber- 
lain; 2, W. T. Hunt, writing desk, given by Mr. Chamberlain; 3. Mr. W. 
Cross,set of knives and forks, given by Mr. Everard; 4. Mr. D. Sheriff, album 
given by Mr. Hampton; §. Mr. James Cave, large fishing reel, given by Mr. 
Bonner; 6. Mr. A. Bostock, bird and cage, given by Mr. Hampton; 7. Mr. 
Burrows, fishing reel, given by Mr. Freeman. The weather was beau ifully 
fine throughout the day, and the party returned home about nine o’clocx, 
having spent a very enjoyable outing. 


LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 





This week several of our members tried their luck with the following results; — 


—Mr. B. Graham, dace and gudgeon; Mr. Petrie, roach; Mr. T. Parsons, 
roach; Mr.E, Barr, perch and bream; Mr. Goods, bream.—W. Browy, sec. 


MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The Marlborough Angling Society was estab'ished on Monday, at a meeting 
convened at the Marlborough Head, Marmont Road, Peckham. Another 
meeting is to be held on Thursday, the 6th inst., to determine rules, &c. 





NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 24th ult. Mr. Cross weighed in a nice lot of fish, consisting of jack, 
perch, and tench. On the 26th W. Plumpton, sen., a jack; C. Plumpton, 
bream; W. Aldis, jack and perch; W. Hillier, ajack and perch. Mr, Stuart 
had a nice take of bream on Thursday, the 30th ult., weighing 12 Ib. Eleven 
prizes are down to be fished for on September 2nd, at the Rye House,—W. 
HiInLigr, sec, ; 


QUEEN S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members met with very fair sport last week. Mr. Pearce had 
14 lb. 15% 0z., bream; Mr. N. Chick, 7 lb. 11 oz, bream; Mr. Corny, 
5 1b. 10 0z, bream; Mr. A. Chick, 5 lb. 3 0z., bream; Mr. Koopman, 5 lb., 
bream; Mr. Davy, 61b., dace; Mr, Hart, 21b., dace; Mr. Walford, r1b. 50z., 


" 
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= Mr. Fayers, 3 lb., roach; Messrs. Pratt, Huchson, Morgan, and Den- 
‘man all had¢ a few good roach.—L. WALFORD, sec. 

| RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

| On the 26th ult. Mr. Arnsby exhibited perch from Tottenham. Mr. Chantry, 
bream from Brentford; Mr. Hotham, perch and gudgeon from Esher. I beg 
to return thanks to the following gentlemen for the prizes they have given. 
Mr. George King, tos. 6d., for the largest bream, and tos 6d. for the Jargest 
‘perch. Mr. Relph, a tea service for the largest Roach ; Mr G. Ball, Ios. 
for the largest dace taken during the season. Members are requested to 
attend on the sth to decide where and how we can have an outing—all go 
together.—Prxiz. 





SOCIAL BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Our trays were well fil'ed on the 26th ult., Mr. Manning having bream and 
-yoach: Mr, Jones, bream; Mr. Hart, roach and dice; Mr. Mills, bream ; 
Mr. Keymer, roach; and Mr. O. Lloyd, four very nice bream.—W. S. 
WooDHEAD, sec. 


STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

The following weights of fish have. been registered on our books since my 
last report :—Mr. Wheatstone, perch 120z., roach 12 0z., dace 9 ¢z., chub 
1 Ib. 4 0z.; Mr. Ellis, roach 7 oz ; Mr. C. Scull, thirty-three roach 13 lh. 15 oz , 
thirty<one roach ro lb. 9 oz., twenty-one roach 7 Jb. 14} 02z., fifty-eight roach 
2tlb., forty-six roach 17 lb. 9 0z., fifty-one roach 20 ib. 10} oz., one fish 
lb. 4 0z., one fish 1 lb. 5 oz., bream 3 lb. 20z ; Mr. S. Richards, one roach 
1b. 22 oz.; Mr. H. Rose, perch 2 lb. 11}0z. and rlb.9 o0z., ten roach 
weighing 11b. 640z, 1b. 4} 0z., 1]b. 25 0z., rlb. 1} 0z., t Ib. Ij0z., 
1lb. 10z., 14 oz., and 12 oz.; Mr. R. Humby, perch 1 1b 2} oz. and 
1 Ib. 0} oz., roach 1 1b. 5 0z., 1 }b. 03 0z., I 0z., also perch 1 Jb. 6% oz , roach 
3 1b 34 0z —G. E. W. 


ST. JOHN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The custom of this society to have a summer dinner is still maintained in all 
its integrity and spirit. It has every year shifted the locality and gathered the 
members and friends together at diffeff-nt places, but this year settled down at 
the Bell Hotel, Hurlev, where the catering of Mr. Rodwe'l cannot possibly be 
surpassed, the viands teing of the finest quality and in abundance. After 
dinner the members had a ramble about this pretty place un il it was time to 
yeturn to town, when Mr. Rodwell, finding we were rather tired, procured, at 
our request, horses and traps to drive us to the station. On arriving at our 
headquarters, the Fox and French Horm, Clerkenwell Green, the following 
-memberts weighed in fish :—Messrs. Goudge, Fudge, Lee, Thorling, Stevens, 

Bray, Leacock, Mathews, Seal, and Sale.—F. THoRLING. 





THE SOUTH-EASTERN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
On the 26th and 29th ult. some good trays of fish were weighed in by several 
of the members at the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, S.E. On Wednesday 
evening the visitors and members gave some capital songs.—Esox Lucivs. 


THE STOKE NEWINGTON. 

Several of our members were out on the 26th ult., but the takes of fish were 
moderate, Messrs. Whitmore, Webb, and Gretton faring the best, weighing in 
respectively 3 lb. 133 oz., 3 1b. 8} 0z.,and 3 1b. 3} oz. bream, Mr. T. Gretton 
winning Mr. J. Davis's prize for the month with 9 lb. 4 oz. The next mee ting 
takes place Wednesday, September 5th.—T. GRETTON. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members of the above society were out on the 26th ult., and had some 
very good sport. Messrs. J. Currans, H. Muggeridge, J. Dengate, W. 
Windred, roach, bream, and perch from the Wey; Mr. F. Belton, roach, 
6 lb. 7 oz., and Mr. Geo. Belton, roach, 4 lb. 3 oz., from the Medway; and 
Mr. J. P. played the blank domino. But now that September is close at 
hand, and the jack fishing opens, I hope to record a great bag of pike—some 
real monsters,—W. TYL8R. 

UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. : 

The next monthly meeting of the Central Committee will take place on 
Monday evening next, the 3rd inst., at nine o’clock ; S. Morgan, chairman.— 
R. GHURNEY. 


: WALTONIANS. 

Aug 26th, Mr. Waltham had roach, 10 lb. 12} 0z.; Mr. Roland, roach, 
6 lb. 53 oz.; Messrs, Malcom, Luxton, Grace, Jos. Moore, Jukes, Crabb, R. 
Dodge Read, and Mergan also weighed in; and I weighed in roach, 3} 1b.— 
A. J. MARRIOTT. 





WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

At the meeting held on August 30, it was decided that the grand competi- 
tion of September 9 should take place at Shelford, in Kent. The following 
members were appointed to make arrangements :—Mr. Boalch, travelling, and 
Messrs, Bayley and Delehaye, sen., to mark out swims. Messrs. Delehaye, 
sen. and jun., exhibited some nice bream from Wimbledon; Messrs. Gilbert 
and Weatherhead visited Richmond, and captured over 20lb. of dace all over 
Thames measurement, viz , 6 inches ; but owing to the society having made an 
alteration in the measurement, viz., 7 inches, tney only managed to weigh in, 
the former 4 lb. and the latter 5 Ib. 143 0z. Members wishing to take part in 
the competition must apply to Mr. Boalch for their tickets. Any member can 
invite a friend.—PIXIE, 

WELLINGTON. 

The members are requested to meet at the club house on Wednesday next, 
as there is some important business to transact. Mr. James Crisp will give a 
handsome prize to be fished for on September 16, for a roving match, go where 
you like, no fish to’ weigh in under 1 lb. Mr. C, Wright had a nice show of 
roach and perch from tne Medway.—W. PALMER, sec. 








THE SUNDAY SOCIETY. 


At a meeting of the Committee of the Sunday Society recently, at the 
Grosvenor Gallery, Mr. Robson J. Scott inthe chair, 

Mr. Mark H. Judge proposed the adoption of the following memorial to 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales, President of the Fisheries Exhibition and the 
Committee of the Exhibition, viz.— 

‘*That your Memorialists earnestly ask you to allow the International 
Fisheries Exhibition to be opened to the public on some few Sundays before 
the final close of the collection, which, with the sanction of Her Majesty's 
Government, has been gathered together at great expense from every part of 
the world. 

‘¢ The guide to the Exhibition forcibly points out that Exhibitions discharge 
most distinctive and salutary functions. ‘They collect in a single focus the 
scattered rays which illuminate the recesses of the body politic; they present 
in a visible and striking form those features of our industrial and social life 
which almost of necessity escape common observation, and, so to speak, they 
place beneath a hive of glass the operations and domestic habits of our human 
bees.’ Thus it is eminently desirable that no section of the community should 
be debarred from visiting these instructive collections. 

‘*Your Memorialists appeal to you on behalf of those who are unable to 
coamand the necessary time for visiting the present Exhibition either with 
profit or satisfaction to themselves, on any day, save that which releases them 
from labour and gives them leisure to examine what is to be seen therein, but 
who are nevertheless most anxious to form some conception of the extent and 
resources of an industry which so materially affects the weli-being of the 

eople. 
‘©Your Memorialists represent a large meeting of the supporters of the 
Sunday Society which was held in Princes’ Hall, and beg to say that in order 
to obviate any necessity for interfering with existing arrangements at the 
Exhibition, the Sunday Society is prepared to supply such attendants as might 
be required for complying with their request.” 

This was seconded by Mr. Dominic, and carried unanimously. 

A vote of condolence with the relatives of the late Major R. R. Noel, for 
several years an active member of the Committee, was passed, 








Enormous PIKE.—The Oork Herald notes an extraordinary capture 
which took place on the Shannon recently. It says:—Sir 1X. Payne 
Gallwey, Bart., at present residing in this city, was engaged last week in 
angling on Lough Rea, near Athlone, onthe Shannon. While fishing with a 
spoon bait, he hooked a pike of large size. The enormous fish was, after a 
brisk play, landed, and it proved to be 25 1b. Pursuing his operations in the 
same locality, he hooked another monster, and the second proved to be a com- 
panion of the first fish, and to weigh 251b. and a fewounces. _ Both fish were 
brought to Cork, and in size and appearance they are remarkable looking 
specimens of their species. They are to be stuffed. 

Groncr JAmeEs EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlgck-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some 
ot the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 








DAY, SON & HEWITT’S King’s Fish Preservative. 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen_and Brightness, 
and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Roach, and cther 
Natural Baits, and fir general use in the Piscatorial 





Museum, 
ME eqdicime qinaest. Highly renpenmcndice BY the a of os beanie GazurtTr, 
S6 RT Fee Pe ihe kite t ading anglers, 
FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, In Packets, 6d. atid 1s. each; by post, 8 and 16 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. Stamps. 
2 In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, vo a i ; J 
2 eeana conti to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy and Kin g Sg Natur al B ait ‘ 
“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing. Acknowledged to be the most successful known for all 


* GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 
‘“*RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 
**RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 
*‘ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

‘© GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills, 


**CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. 


bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 


In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; postage 


: extra. 

To be obtained of the following tackle dealcrs amongst 
others :—Messrs. Williams and Co., Great Queen Street ; 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sons, St. John 
Street Koad; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 


Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s.€d. carriage paid, Each article can Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 


be had separately. 


Commercial Street ; Gold, Warerloo Road ; Smith, Hack~- 


Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street ; 


British Empire. 


Read, Goldsmich’s Row, London; Nutting & Co., Birming- 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all bam ; O’Handlan & Co,, Bristol ; Gaynor & Sons, Kichmond ; 


Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 





Rice, Norwich ; Ramsbottom, Manchester ; Perry, Read- 
ing; Ramsbottom, Liverpool ; Clough, Bath ; Ashton, 
Sheffield ; Hardy, Sheffield ; Prickman, Exeter ; Wilson, 
Shipley ; Booth, Hull; Slater, Newark. 


Wholesale of Messrs. ALLCocK and Co. 


22, DORSET STREET BAKER STREET, LONDON, W, ‘Wim. KING, Chemist, 


AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 


1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, E, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 463 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


Dero aes ths 


g and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 

Anventor and Patentee of the Aewy Perfect 

Conbination Reel. 

Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any 
and superior finish. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38. ; 3} inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4% inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Linés, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, Is. gd., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, Is, 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, 1d. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Not- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 3} inch Reel, 80 
yards «f Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Yackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, p ice tts. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price I5s. 

All gocds sent cut that do nt give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and caniage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged aed ice on application, and 
free by post. 


TH ECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT. 7 to 902. 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 eet, stand-up rings, Wanch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carriage paid for 6d, 
extra, 

‘6 Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Rottcm Fishing Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.??—Fisuinc 
GAZETTE, 

i yardgut cas ts, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s. 5d, 
per dozer ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn git manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 100 ; 2s, 3d, 
per 50. and 7d, per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., sho:t, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


10, or II feet 
ase, 
ion 














Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERYSHOOK PERFECT 





H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
1 Sa Oi ae? Se NN DE ot Bp 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No, 











REUBEN HEATON’S 
“LITTLE GEM” 
POCKET BALANCE 


Fr 


PARCELS POST, SPORTSM4N’S and 
HOUSEHOLD PURPOSES. 


Sold at Fishing Tackle and Ironmongery Establishments, 





Favourite Rorses’ and other Hoofs Cured, Polished, and 
Mounted ia various Patterns, 





WHOLESALE ONLY. 





UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 








INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

h ANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts ofthe World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P, D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the m «st soundand useful deseri_tion, 
also to give informa ion iespecting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specia!ly for Riversand Lochs of Scotland, Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘*Sun and Planet’’ Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
DIVISION 14. 
THE 


“MACNEE” PIKE SCALE FLY. 


Genuine only 




















’ 


Wings made frrm prepared Pike Scales, 
from Inv. ntor, 


JAMES MACNEE, Bohally, Pitlochry (N.B.). 


Extract from ‘ Trout Fishing near Canterbury,’ by R. B. 
Marston, Esq. :— y 
‘€ T set great store by these lies now, asI find they 
will kill when nothing else wiJl.’’ 


BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GDODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
Ico pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 


3d. each. 








* The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,””—Briti:h 
Workwoman. 
‘Can scarcely fail to prove of service.” —Tke Rock, 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1833), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AW ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 

A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. 

HABITS AND HABITATS, 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 

WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 

INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc, 








Tur American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish ana Fishing ; 
Netes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Gontinent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American waiters. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have aiready appeared in the columns 
of Tum Ancter, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - 64. 
Wk. C. HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
252, BROADWAY, 
: (Opposite City Hall Park), 
NEW YORI@SCiiY« Ui, Sieag 


LIVE PERCH FOR SALE, 


One and two year old, price 10s. per 100.—Apply 
to W. T. Sirk, Burghley Park, Stamford. 








MPROVED FARM FOR SALE.— 


Scuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
conve mtables, burns; &e. Bs. tee a Full particu- 
ars from A. M., care o ito ISHING GAZE 
Fetter Lane, EC. > databed, 


[ Sept, 1, 1883 


TL 
“FISHING, SHOOTING, &.° 


O% 
x 
Sportsmen, Fishermen, Yachtsmen, Punters, Sol- I 
diers, Sailors, Tourists, and all classes who are ex- a 
posed tothe many changes in the weather, and value |Y 
their health and the comfort of dry feet, should use ea 


STRAWSON'S WATERPROOF. 















flarress, & et, 

Does not prevent the polish of good Blacking, 
Invaluable in preserving the softness and improv- 
ing the appearance of Ladies: Kid Boots, as weil 
as Gentiemen’s, as it cannot. injure the most deli. 
cate Leather. 

From the EDITOR of “ Pulman’s Weekly News."* 

We are glad to hear thatStrawson's WareRPROOF Com- 
POSITION is daily gaining that world-wide popularity viaich 
is not diMcult to prognosticate for it. The following ex- 
tract is from a letter, written by a gentleman m Qneens |t 
land.‘ Noone should come out here without a good sup- 
ply of STRAWSON S WATERVPROOF for Boots ‘he 
heavy dews, followed by intense heat wiil soon cack your 
Boots, unless they are well dressel with Stvawson's or some 
similar compound. I wish ! had move of i, here. o. Kaew 
where to get it in Brisbane.” 





a 
Sold Retai! by Boot and Shoe Makers, Saddiers. 
J ironmongers, & others, : 
in Tins, price : IS., 2S.) 5S., & 0s. eack 
Ip] Ask your Boot Maker or Saddler tu procure it for you, oF i 


fa) send Stamps for the price of a Tin to the Proprietor, who 
will forward a Sample, carriage free, to any address 


9 > 
JOHN BLAKEY, Lapy Lang, LEEDS. 


Manager: IT. Strneson, late of Baeter 


ee So 


Wholesale by the Sole ’roprietor— 





singe ee’ AQUARIUM.--This Day. 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—The MOST 
i POPULAR PLACE cf AMUSEMENT, Wet or 
ry, 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—TWO GREAT 
VARIETY SHOWS DAILY, at 3 and 8 p.m. 


Reet AQUARIUM. — CAPTAIN- 


URECK, the HUNGARIAN GIANT, is_ the 
TALLEST MAN IN THE WORLD, only twenty years 
of age, and is still growing. 


OYAL AQUARIUM, — CAPTAIN 
URECK, the GREAT HUNGARIAN GTANT, 
DiNGS and PROMENADES AMONG the AUDIENCE, 


OYAL AQUARIUM, — FARINIS. 
WHALE. : J bie 











OYAL AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S” 


LIVE WHALE FED at 2.3c, 5.30, and 9.30, On 
exhibition the whole day, Admission rs., and can be seen 


without ent2ring the Aquarium, q 
a ee 


OVAL AQUARIUM.—Prices as usual, 


Is. up to 6 o’clock 3 2s. afterwards. 








a 
2 





THE ODOR OF. THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 





sma f- Ain . d \ ~ 

A Sat \\/ iY SK x) Be Me 
ie 

4 


par fe. —— ps es : 


The American Journal of Angling and Shooting, 
The Forest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 


gentlemen the world over. It stands vhe head of all American — 
publications of its class; and is constantly growing in interest and 


value, Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field ¢. periences, and original observations in Natural History F 
Its departments are :— 

The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 

fea and River Fishing. Fishculture. 

Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel, 

Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of .Mr. Fred. Mather, 
the well-known angler and fi-heulturist, 

The weekly numbers of the Forest aNpD Stream annually form two 
handsomely-printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. 

Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 
Published by the Foresr anv STREAM PuBiisHINe Company, 87, Park 

~ Row, New York, U.S. , 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Mesars. Sampson Low, Marston, SEARLE, and Ruiyineton, Cro 
Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specim 2n copies. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressedto the Editor of the Fisurnc Gazgrre, No. oo 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of gocd faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications, 


Tuer Fisuinc Gazetrr js published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, ; . 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Anrual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpost 
ree, 10s, 6d, 


Toanypart of Europe, the Unitcd States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager of 
Tue Fisuinc Gazeite, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


American Office and Agency, mr, De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 


N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs. Simpson Low, Marston, anp Co., the Proprietors, 








The Fishing Gazette. 
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RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 


Wiru Descriptions or Ts FIsHERIEs. 


By Sepcr WILLow. 


EFORE we bid adieu to the neighbourhood of Enfield Lock, 

I should like you to havea glimpse of the pool at the back 

of the Swan and Pike Tavern. It can only be fished from the 

garden ; we will, therefore, trespass on Mr. Swinden’s kindness 
and ask him to allow us to go through the house. 

This pool contains some fine specimens of barbel; they are not 
taken very frequently, but now and again one of them will 

_gladden the heart of a persevering angler by yielding to “ the 
captivating allurements of the silvery lobworm.” 

No subscription is demanded for fishing here; permission must 
be asked before commencing, and it is readily given to respect- 
able and orderly persons: 

Rammey Marsh Lock is the next above Enfield. At the back 
of it there isa small fishery rented by E. Francis, Esq., of 
Powerscroft Road, Clapton. The annual subscription is £1 6s., 
and the number of members is limited to twelve, each subscriber 
having the right to give an occasional day’s roach-fishing to his 
friends. This fishery was formerly a part of Clarke’s Water, 
but it is now almost a private one, and a description would be of 
little interest to ordinary anglers. The water is abouta mile in 
length and contains plenty of fish. The close times observed 
are the same as in the Thames, with the exception of jack-fishing 
which does not commence until September 1. No day tickets 
are issued, and no Sunday fishing is allowed. Tom Flack, the 
lock-keeper, looks after the water, and his homely little wife sees 
to the culinary requirements of the subscribers. 

Ordnance Factory Station is the nearest to the Swan and Pike, 
and tothe Rammey Marsh Fishery. 


No. 10..—Tue Kina’s Arms FIsuery. 


In the landlord of the King’s Arms at Walton we have that 
rara avis amongst Lea fishery proprietors, a practical angler. Not 
only is Mr. Wheeler himself a skilful handler of the hickory, but 
-his son, “‘ the boy Alfred,” is the hero of many a fishing yarn. 
See how ‘‘the guv’nor’s” eyes glisten as he tells you how “the 
boy Alfred” hooked and landed an eleven-pound jack on an 
ordinary roach rod, with a fine gut line and a small perch hook. 
Observe the paternal pride with which he draws your attention to 
the handsome proportions of the fish which was taken in February 
last, and now adorns the bar. This is the sort of thing I should 
like to see a little more of amongst the fishery proprietors. 

You don’t see an angler come in here, simply ask for a fishing 
ticket, and go out again; he inquires for ‘the guv’nor,” and con- 
sults him as to the chances of sport, and where the fish are likely 

a. * All rights reserved; ; 











to be. The information that he obtains is reliable, and is given 
from actual experience. Ifa stranger visits the water Mr. Weeeler 
either takes him round himself or sends “the boy Alfred” with 
him, and the judgment of either of them in selecting a swim is 
rarely at fault. " 

Mr. Wheeler has been the proprietor of the King’s Arms 
Tavern for about six years, but the fishery was formerly rented by 
Mr. William Clarke, and it is only during the last three years that 
it has changed hands. There is about a mile and a half of water, 
partly on the Navigation river and partly on the back-water known 
as the Abbey stream. The first place we will visit is on the 
Navigation river; the boundary downstream is the Tumbling Bay, 
opposite the towing path, about halfway between Rammey Marsh 
Lock and High Bridge Street ; and upstream Mr. Wheeler’s water 
ends at the Horse Bridge, where the towing path crosses the 
barge dock. 

There is a good deal of contention and dispute as to this 
portion of the Navigation river forming apart of the King’s Arms 
fishery. Anglers constantly fish it, and refuse to pay for doing s0 ; 
and, so far as I know, the question whether the water ought to be 
free or preserved has never been properly decided. Iam not 
going to offer any opinion on the matter; all I can say is that I 
have seen Mr. Wheeler’s lease, and, on the plan attached to it, 
this part of the river’ is distinctly marked as belonging to the 
fishery. Mr. Wheeler pays rent and taxes for it, and if there is 
any doubt about the fishing rights I must leave it to abler hands 
than mine to remove it. 

It is a glorious stretch of water, and Las yielded good fish of 
all kinds. ‘The roach fishermen will find some capital swims in 
front of Mr. Clarke’s house, and jack and perch niust be sought 
for in every part of this wide reach. 

We will leave the towing path and go through Mr. Wheeler’s 
house into the back yard. Here are four roach swims of well- 
known repute, and with a nice level bottom: the first is off the 
stone coping close tothe house, depth 4 feet ; the second is by the 
waste-pipe that comes from the brewery, depth 6 feet; the third 
is 10 yards from the fence, depth ro feet ; and the fourth is at the 
fence. Now, I will take you to a swim that I think is unique ; 
it has received the appropriate name of the Carpet and Hearthrug 
swim, and it can only be fished by sitting in Mr. Wheeler’s little 
parlour, and putting your rod through the open window. This is 
where ‘‘the guv’nor” amuses himself when things are quiet; he 
tells many a good story of the big roach that he has quietly 
landed through this window while seated in his arm-chair and 
enjoying his afternoon pipe. 

Leaving the house, we must walk about a quarter ofa mile up 
the High Street, turn round by the Baker’s Arms, cross the cattle 
market, and there, by the gates of the old Abbey, the Abbey 
stream commences. This part of the fishery is of an entirely 
different character to that which we have just left. In a dry 
season the water is so low and bright that even the most cunning 
angler will stand but little chance of getting near the fish. The 
depth scarcely varies at all in the whole length of the stream, and, 
with a fair amount of water in the river, 5 feet may be taken as 
the average throughout. 

The first place of note is along by the trees that grow in Mr. 
Chapman’s garden, and overshadow the opposite bank of the 
stream. Here I have taken many good roach, perch, and chub, 
and a trout frequently lies in this shady spot. At the old Stone 
Bridge is another good place; the next is the Sluice swim, anda 
little higher up, opposite the ditch, is the Bush swim. After this 
the water is somewhat weedy until we reach the bathing-place; 
here the depth is perhaps a foot more than in the other swims, 
and many good fish come from this hole. It may be known by 
the tree that grows over the river, with a rope attached to one of 
the branches; the rope is for the accommodation of the bathers. 
Twelve yards past the stile is another very good swim extending 
as far as the second bush; and at the open space between the 
low bushes that grow on the water’s edge there is a clear bottom 
close in within 2 feet of the bank. 

Rather weedy again until we reach the iron footbridge, which 
we must cross, and follow the footpath on the other side. A good 
roach swim lies far out by the sluice gate, about 15 yards above 
the bridge, and another is about Io yards from the stile. Here 
are some very fine roach all along here, and the bottom is clear | 
for some distance. 

Over the next stile might be called the Dibber’s Paradise. 
Trees line the bank of the river right away to the end of Mr. 
Wheeler's Fishery, and they grow so close together that they 
afford excellent cover for the manipulation of the luscious black- 
beetle. 

Ten yards past the stile is adead stump, and this marks a capital 
swim for perch and roach. Where the stream runs into the 
Powder Mills is a likely spot for legering, and thirty yards beyond 
is a stile with a sign-post pointing to Waltham Abbey; this marks 
the end of the fishery, 
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It is in the late autumn and winter the Abbey stream can be 
most successfully fished; roach, perch, chub, and jack will then 
be found in all parts of it. It is very quiet and secluded, and 
the banks are so beautifully wooded, especially in the upper part 
of the river, thata walk along them is an enjoyable treat. 

The subscription to the King’s Arms Fishery isa guinea a year, 
including jack fishing; half a guinea a year, or IS.a day, for 
bottom fishing only. No Sunday fishing is allowed. — { 

Chub and eel fishing are open all the year round ; jack-fishing 
begins on October1 and ends on April 14; other fishing begins 
on June 16 and ends on April 14. It will be noticed that Mr. 
Wheeler keeps his water open a month later than the commence- 
ment of the usual close season. The King’s Arms is about ten 
minutes’ walk from Waltham Cross Station. 

‘There is water in every direction at Waltham, with public and 
private fishing of allkinds. The Gresham Angling Society have 
a fishery of their own here, with abouta mile and a half of stream. 
Then there are the Powder Mills, where permission is only granted 
to aselect few. I have had the privilege of fishing at the Powder 
Mills on one or two occasions, and have enjoyed some excellent 
spcrt; but the very necessary regulation which makes the angler 
turn out his pockets and leave all his smoking appurtenances with 
the policeman at the lodge renders the fishing rather a dearly- 
bought pleasure to a man who almost lives on ‘“‘the weed.” 
Nevertheless, if 1 am ever offered another day at the Waltham 
Powder Mills, I shall not decline it on that account. 


(To be continued.) 














INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


|i view of the immense success which attended the popular 

féle on Saturday last, when, in spite of the severity of the 
storm, no less: than 32,817 visitors were present, the Executive 
Committee have decided to repeat the /é/e to-day, and they have 
engaged the band of the Scots Guards in addition to that of the 
Grenadier Guards. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


NEW EDITION OF THE WORKS OF WALTON AND 
COTTON: 


Srrtu another edition of dear old Izaac—in some respects as 
handsome and complete as any that has yet been issued by the 
English press. It is a reprint of Major’s edition, to which some 
new etchings have been added. Handsomely bound, printed in 
good clear type upon the very best quality of paper, and profusely 
illustrated throughout by such masters of the art as T. Creswick, 
R.A., J. W. Archer, K. Meadows, and Alexander Fussell, the 
success of the work before us is assured, as there are said to be 
over 500 collectors who buy every edition of Walton. 

The illustrations consist of portraits of Walton and Cotton, 
together with six original etchings, each occupying a full page, 
and faced by a replica printed on toned India paper. The one 
that takes our fancy the most is entitled “‘ Landing the Grayling,” 
although modern adepts in the art may take exception to the 
ignominious manner in which the traditional grayling of 16 inches 
is being towed up by the hand of Viator towards the extended 
landing-net. We have also another scene, in which Maudlin is 
singing the famous ‘‘Milk Maid’s Song” forthe edification of 
Venator and Piscator. The engravings of the different fish were 
drawn on the blocks by Alex. Fussell, some from life, and others 
from paintings executed by A. Cooper, Esq., R.A. To our way 
of thinking, however, the main feature of the work is to be found 
in Creswick’s delicious little views of river scenery (principally on 
the Lea). These were taken on the spot expressly for this work, 
and were afterwards drawn on the blocks by the artist ; several of 
them make one long for one’s rod and creel, so tempting do they 
look. The editor, in his introductory essay, makes graceful 
acknowledgment for the valuable assistance that was rendered 
to him by the artists. 

The engravings do not exhibit nearly so much sign of wear as 
we should have expected, and altogether to anyone desiring a very 
handsome, complete, and well illustrated edition of the great 
classic of our art we can confidently say, Get this, as it is by far the 
best edition of Walton and Cotton now in the market. Major 
was a most dogmatic man, and many of his “notes” must be 
taken cum grano salts, especially where they refer to Charles 
Cotton ; but one is not obliged to read or believe his notes, in- 
teresting as undoubtediy many of them are, This edition is 
published by Messrs. Nimmo and Bain. 
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FOSTER’S BUMBLES. 


ESSRS. D. AND W. FOSTER, of Ashbourne, Derbyshire, 
whose exhibition show we shall notice shortly, appar- 
ently having noticed that we shall be among the grayling this 
autumn, have sent us some samples of their celebrated bumbles 
to which we have referred often before as being among the best 
flies it is possible to use for grayling or trout in the Derbyshire 
streams. The sight of a “honey dun bumble” always reminds 
us of many a good trout and. grayling killed with it. Then we 
have the “mulberry bumble,” a standard favourite of ours; their 
‘“‘solderrpalmer”’ is a capital littie fly. We have never done so 
much with the “light” and ‘‘rough” bumbles as with the 
‘honey’? and “mulberry,” though they are both good flies for 
the last hour’s fishing when something a little more showy is 
wanted. The furnace bumble is an indispensable fly in a cast of 
bumbles, and will kill all the year round. Some of the hooks 
Messrs. Foster sends are evidently Court’s make, and we prefer 
them vastly to the somewhat heavy blue steel hooks on which the 
rest are dressed. Gut is beautifully fine. 


“GOSSAMER” GUT CASTS AND HOOKS 
ON “ GOSSAMER” GUT. 


R. BULLMER, of 67, Wandsworth Road, has sent us some 
samples of his new lot of drawn gut casting lines, which 
he sells at gd. perthree yards, either fine, medium fine, or extra 
fine, as desired by the angler. We have so often found these 
‘‘ossamers’’ a ‘‘ boon and a blessing,” that we have pleasure in 
again recommending them. ‘There is drawn gut and drawn gut, 
and there is an artin drawing it which Mr. B. seems to have 
acquired perfectly. We never want anything better than one of 
his “ finest,’ on which we have this season killed az lb. trout, a 
2 lb. tench, a2 lb. eel, anda 4b. pike, and that, too, on a stiff 
rod—in fact, with fair play, they will kill any average trout that 
will take a fly out of the May-fly season (when the monsters do 
come up for once in the season). Mr. B. also sends us some 
capital roach and other hooks, mounted onthe same fine gut. If 
roach anglers who nowuse hair used these fine gut hooks they 
would catch just as many roach, and not lose those big fish which 
so often ‘‘ smash up”’ the hair fisher’s tackle in the roach swim. 
We have frequently, when fishing for roach recently, taken tench 
which would probably have broken away if hair in place of fine 
gut had been used. 

We notice that many of our best fishing-tackle makers are 
using Mr. Court’s rust-proof hooks; they are very nicely made, 
and ofa capital olive colour, and much less distinguishable in the 
water than blue, black, or bright steel hooks. Mr. Hall’s eyed 
hooks are purposely made this colour. 


BULLMER’S 





SIX SPLENDID GRAYLING FLIES. 


\ [ ESSRS. C. FARLOW AND CO., 191, Strand, have sent us 


samples of the six flies which they sell most of at this 

time of year for grayling and trout, but chiefly for grayling. 
The flies are—- 

The artful dodger. 

The red tag. 

The pale blue dun. 

The olive quill gnat. 

The whirling blue. 

The orange bumble. 


We have not placed them in any order of merit, but, from our ¢ 


own experience of English grayling streams, which extends to 
nearly if not quite all of them, we would back these six flies 
against almost any others. The artful dodger is a celebrated 


trout fly on the Darenth, but we found out by accident one wet day — 
The red tag has been 


that it kills grayling quite as well as trout. 
so often referred to by us that we will only mention that Messrs, 
Farlow vary the dressing by ribbing with silver twist—it is a 
grand grayling fly, whether for Hampshire or Derbyshire, Here- 
fordshire or Yorkshire. The pale blue dun we have found 
answer on the Derwent on a cold, bright October morning. The 
olive quill gnat we have always found a most valuable fly, and can 
say the same of the whirling blue and the orange bumble. These 
flies are beautifully made and tied on neat fine-wire sneck bend 


hooks, well barbed and pointed—a great ‘‘ point,” often overlooked 


~ 
4 
| 


; 4 


4, 


anglers, who wonder why they miss fish so often—and they are — 


tied on nice, fine stained gut. The price is 2s. per dozen, or 
6d. less than is charged by some other makers of these patterns, 
which cannot compare with these for neatness and strength. 

Grayling anglers and those who are going to fish out Septem- 
ber for trout should make a note of our recommendation, and try 
these flies. We prefer to fish the red tag and artful dodger as” 
end flies on a cast. 


sal wy 


asking for their judgment on 
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SOME NOTICES. 


SEVERAL matters in the shape of goods sent to us recently for 


notice have been tried and not found wanting. We have not 
space to give to “cutting up” unsatisfactery goods, or we could 
often do so—we prefer to give the space to the good things. At 
the moment of writing the weather is just such as to make one 
appreciate the calm, cool, refreshing repose exhibited in the accom- 
panying sketch of Messrs. Seydel’s patent Ashantee hammock and 
their novel “awning” for it. The awning is a great improve- 
ment, and, as we can testify, answers its purpose admirably. 
Utility, strength, and simplicity are the qualities supplied, at 
most moderate prices, in these goods of Messrs. Seydel, which 
may be said to be pretty well perfect in make. What more 
pleasant way of enjoying a rest could be imagined than by means 
of one of these hammocks slung between two willows, near the 
margin of some stream or lake, with a bottle of champagne and 
a box of cigars “within measurable distance” ? There is only 
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Prive RE-STOCK OUR 'RIVERS.” 


‘ee is the title of what we are sure will prove amost inter- 
esting paper to be read in the Lecture Room, at the 
Westminster Aquarium, on Friday evening, the 21st inst., by Mr. 
eCThomas Crumplen. The chair will be taken by Dr. Brunton. 
The subject is one which has, or at any rate ought to have, the 
greatest interest for all anglers who live near depleted rivers. 
What we want is that coarse fish culture should be made to do 
for our coarse fish streams what trout culture has done for our 
trout streams. 





MR. FRANCIS FRANCIS. 


i is with much pleasure we learn that Mr. Francis has recovered 
sufficiently to go for short drives, and hopes to get away to 
the seaside for a change shortly. 
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SEYDEL’S NEW ASHANTEE HAMMOCK AND AWNING. 


one possible drawback to this enjoyment, against which even 
tobacco smoke is not always effective, and that is tue sting of 
the humming gnat, or, that worse biter still, the silent midge. 
Many unguents, ointments, oils, and balsams have been invented 
to prevent or cure midge bites; some of them are effective 
enough, but so nasty in themselves as to make the remedy worse 
than the disease. Some months ago, Mr. Maddock, chemist, of 
Pulborough, Sussex, sent us a few bottles of his ‘‘anti-midge ”— 
this we have proved to be a useful preventive of and cure for 
gnat and midge bites, and anything but unpieasant to use. We 
gave bottles to friends to try, and in nearly every case where there 
has been occasion to use it, it has been found effective. With this 
“anti-midge” Mr. Maddock was good enough to send several 
bottles. of his ‘‘old English lavender water.” To several fair 
acquaintances we had the pleasure of presenting these botties, 
the scent. It would have 
done Mr. Maddock good to hear the unanimous verdict in his 
favour given by this fair jury. Preferring the scent of a fresh- 
caught grayling to anything else we know in the ‘‘scent”’ line, 
we simply mention that this ‘old English lavender water” was 
pronounced ‘“ perfection,’’ and said to be evidently derived from 
that stock of Javender which old Izaak Walton, by inference, 
praises so much in the fifth chapter of his immortal work. 


* PATERNOSTERING FOR PERCH IN THE UPPER 
THAMES,” 


THE above is the title of an able and instructive paper read before the 
Gresham Angling Society by Mr. John Walker, M.A., and now pub- 
lished. It would seem difficult to find anything new to say about 
paternostering for perch, but Mr. W. is evidently an old hand at this 


interesting branch of angling, and he freely gives the result of his 


experiences to his brother anglers. He recommends the use of ‘ one 


_ hook only about 7 inches above the lead,” and we quite agree with 


him that whether for perch or pike this is far better than having two 
or three hooks, when, if you get a good fish on one of them, you are 
pretty sure to lose him through the others catching in weeds, &c. 
Depend upon it the single hook plan is less obtrusive, requires less 
weight, and can be better worked in those weedy bye-lays, where 
perch and pike have to be ‘‘ felt for” with the insinuating “ pater.” 





“ THE ANGLER’S SONG.” 


WE are glad to see that Mr. Crumplen’s effective little angling song 
under the above title has been set to music by Mr. H. Cardini Cole, 
and is now published by Mr. C. Jeffery, 67, Berners Street. We 
have heard it well sung at the Greskam, and therefore can commend 
it to those of our readers who love a good angling song witha spirited 
chorus. We think it will be popular at angling club meetings this 
winter. It is written by a good angler, and ene who has done much 


- good for anglers, 








GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
INLAND FISHING TACKLE. 


M® D. SLATER, of Newark-on-Trent (No. 463 in Catalogue), 

is one of the many exhibitors in the English Inland Fish- 
ing-tackle Department, who is very well pleased with the amount of 
business he has done, and certainly he has a capital exhibit. His 
speciality is a new winch, one of the best we have ever seen. We 
refer to his ‘‘ perfect combination reel,” for which he has wisely 
taken out a patent. It isa combination Nottingham and ordinary 
winch, and, even for casting from the reel, it is better than the 
open Nottingham, because the line runs out through bars, as in 
the ordinary winch. By touching a catch it can be instantly con- 
verted into an ordinary winch suitable for fly-fishing, or, indeed, 
any kind of fishing. We hope before long to give one of these 
new winches a good trial, and feel quite certain it will prove as 
perfect in practice as it is in theory. The price of a 3} inch 
combination is 33s., and, considering that it is equally useful asa 
‘“‘ Nottingham” or ordinary winch with bars, it is by no means 
dear. The ordinary ‘ Nottingham” winch of 4 inches diameter, 
which Mr. Slater sells at 3s. 6d., is a perfect marvel of cheapness, 
seeing that it is thoroughly well made in every respect, and of 
sound and well-seasoned mahogany wood. We agree with Mr. 
Slater that for lightness and freedom from warping there is 
nothing better than a bit of well-seasoned mahogany. For this 
reel he sells another marvel of cheapness, and that isa Nottingham 
twist line, made of pure silk, and 80 yards in length, price rs. 2d.! 
His braided waterproof lines, in three sizes, at 1d. per yard, and 
these, in proportion to size, up to largest for salmon, at about 13d. 
per yard, are extremely good; in fact, we have never seen better 
fly reel lines than these at the price. We recommend them to 
the notice of our readers. 

Stained gut bottoms of all kinds, 1 yard in length, shotted, and 
with suitable hooks attached, Mr. Slater sells at 1s. gd. per dozen. 
In fly rods he has some really useful-articles at 12s. 6d., warranted 
best greenheart from butt to tip, in any number of joints, and of 
any size, from 8 to 12 feet; he also. makes an all-lancewood rod 
at 10s. 6d. His guinea fly rod, double-brazed, with solid winch 
fittings, two tops, and partition bag, is very good value, and is 
made whippy or stiff as required. 

A bottom-fishing rod he recommends is one at 15s., with three 
tops—short trolling top, strong barbel top, and long, light one 
for general fishing—a very useful rod, well made, light, and 
strong; and his cheap rod at 5s. 6d., three joints and winch 
fittings, is warranted of sound material. His drawn gut lines, 
3 yards, at 63d. each, are as good as many we have paid twice 
the price for; and his ordinary gut lines at 13d. per yard fine and 
medium, and 2d. extra stout, are good enough for all ordinary 
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purposes. To pike anglers he offers at 12s. 6d. a double-brazed 
rod, with ringed ferrules, 7.e., the ferrules are strengthened at the 
end by a flat ring, which gives great strength and prevents split- 
ting. 
a really good and cheap rod. 

Messrs. Milward and Sons, of Washford Mills, Redditch, show 

a most ingenious machine by which hooks can be barbed at the 
rate of 100 per minute—all sizes except very small; they have 
also a fine exhibit of first-class hooks of all kinds, from big sea 
hooks down to hooks so small that 2,700 of them only weigh 
+ OZ. 
Messrs. Forrest and Sons, of Kelso, make a speciality of boxes 
for holding double-hooked salmon flies—a very clever arrange- 
ment of cardboard trays, with cork circles fitting into a circular 
box—price 5s. to 6s. each. Double hooks for salmon flies are in 
very general use now on the Scotch rivers; in fact, for the last 
twelve or fourteen years more double than single hooks have 
been made. We noticed in their collection a 12-foot trout fly 
rod, butt hickory rest greenheart, with two tops and partition 
bag, price 17s. This is their cheapest fly-rod, and very cheap it 
is, nicely balanced, light and with hammered ferrules. Their best 
rod of this description is 35s., made of picked wood, guaranteed 
not to warp. A 16-foot grilse-rod, made in the same manner, with 
hickory and greenheart, price 55s., took our fancy very much, and 
we confess we like this combination of greenheart and hickory. 

No. 433 in Catalogue is the exhibit of Mr. Wright, of Sprouston- 
on-Tweed. Mr. W. is always ready to give anglers particulars 
about fishings to Jet in his neighbourhood, and angling informa- 
tion generally. IJis salmon and trout flies for Great Britain and 
Ireland, Norway, Canada, &c.,are very neatly made. Inthe trout 
flies the hooks used are not so fine as they should be; indeed, 
this is a fault we notice in the flies of several Scotch makers. 
The workmanship in the fly itself is perfect; but the hook being 
a little too big and heavy, gives it a clumsy appearance, and cer- 
tainly detracts from its value as a lure. Of course, hooks of any 
kind can be had to order, but we cannot see why such stout hooks 
are used for trout flies in Scotland when hooks of much finer 
wire answer the purpose far better, unless the angler is one of 
those impetuous individuals who “ skull-drag” their fish out soon 
as hooked. We may mention here that our old friend, Mr. David 
Wells, of 11, Leith Street, Edinburgh, does not exhibit. We wish 
he had done so, as we know no better maker of flies, and he uses 
fine and neat hooks; indeed, he makes quantities of flies for 
‘‘crack” Hampshire anglers for use on chalk streams. We do 
not know flies of better value for the money than his at 1s. 3d. 
per dozen, and he also is always ready to give anglers informa- 
tion about the fishing within fifty miles of Edinburgh. 

Mr. R. Ramsbottom, of 81, Market Street, Manchester (No. 
435), confines his exhibit entirely to silkworm gut, of which he 
has undoubiedly the best show in the Exhibition; indeed, he 
deserves the thanks of anglers for the special attention he has 
given to the improvement of this staple article of the angler’s out- 
fit. Itis a very unfortunate thing for him that the jurors in this 
department decided at the last moment to exclude gut from com- 
petition. Jtseems the exhibitors had notice that they were to 
get their gut ready for testing by a certain time, and then some 
of them, or, at any rate, one of the provincial tackle-makers, sent 
ina protest. He saidthat the gut exhibited at the Exhibition 
had deteriorated from the action of ight and damp, and that the 
London houses would be able to bring up fresh gut at the last 
moment. And then the jurors, we are informed, decided to 
exclude gutentirely. That this was very hard on an exhibitor 
like Mr. Ramsbottom and others who prided themselves on their 
display of gut is manifest. We can strongly recommend our 
readers to write to Mr. Ramsbottom for his retail price list of gut 
from the crop of 1882-3, and they will then get an idea of the 
quantity and variety he has to offer. 

No. 426 in the Catalogue represents the varied and excellent 
exhibit made by Mr. C. J. Cummins, of Bishop Auckland, Durham. 
His “ Royd” fly-tackle box, price 3s. 6d., will recommend 
itself to many fly-fishers. It is made of japarined tin, and 
contains four oval trays of waterproof cardboard on which 
flannel is stretched ; round the outside rim of the tray small wire 
eyes are placed to hold the gut leader—a most simple and capital 
arrangement for carrying casts ready for use. Cummins’ improved 
waterproofed braided silk lines are strong, and appear to be care- 
fully waterproofed. He dresses flies on Mr. Hall’s eyed hooks 
at 3s. a dozen. North-country anglers will be glad to know this, 
as Mr. ©. dresses flies for all the northern trout streams. His 
258. hickory and greenheart fly rod with two tops, bag, &c., is a 
very nice light rod. His 14-foot rod of this kind, £1 12s. 6d. 
makes a superb double-handed rod for dry fly fishing or heavy 
trout or grilse fishing of any kind. Another good rod is his stiff 
‘‘up-stream ” whole cane rod for worm fishing, price 28s. 6d... A 
circular tin fly box, with three partitions, will suit the dry fly 
fisher, price 2s. Creeper boxes and worm boxes, from 6d., are 


It is fitted with the “ Bell’s Life” rings, and is altogether 


marvellously cheap; in fact,as compared with the prices charged 


by some other houses for boxes of this kind, we can hardly under- 


stand why the best should be the cheapest. He shows a winch 


made of gunmetal, a material which is excellently adapted for the 


purpose. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


- AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Twenty-three of the members competed for seven prizes in a roaming 


‘ 


match from Burnt Mill to Harlow Lock, with the most unfavourable weather 
that could be. Mr. Harding won two, for the gross weight and the largest 
roach; Mr. Shury, second; Mr. Chevalier, third; Mr. Cookson, fourth; Mr. 


Squire, fifth; Mr. Robinson, sixth. 
quantity was-great, but the quality in size was very small.—J. WORLEDGT. 


ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Twenty-four of our members competed for six prizes, pegged down, at 
Amberley on the 2nd inst., but owing to the day being very boisterous only 


All the other members had fish—the 


three were taken, the following being the successful competitors :—Mr. H. 


Scott first, Mr. Joseph Somers, jun., second, Mr, 
Davis jack. 
Monday, Sept. ro, at the above club.—D. DAVIS, sec. 


BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION, 


j. H. DavisithireseeMr G: 
The next return visit South London District wil take place on 


* On the 29th and 30th Mr.G. J. Stapleton had a good catch of roach each ~ 
day at Barcombe, weights respectively, 15 and 16 1b, Mr. N. Clarke took 4} lb. 


carp at Berwick this week. Other members have had fair sport. 


On the 16th 


we hold a competition (river Ouse) Barcombe, and Isfield. We expect a strong 


muster, and if favourable weather, good sport.—PISCAToR. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Ono the 26th ult. Messrs. Nitz and Castell had a decent show of bream from 
Dagenham; Mr. Chambers bream and roach from Amberley; and Mr. T. 


Blackwell one roach from St. Margaret's, 14 oz. ; Mr. Martin had fish from the 


Medway, but owing to the heat of the weather or some other cause, he did not 
weigh in. On Sept. 2nd we had a poor show, the wind and rsin being so much 
against us—Mr. Chambers 1]b. 15}.0z. bream and roach from Amberley; Mr. 
Nitz 1 1b. 150z. bream and perch; and Mr. Castell, 1lb.0}0z, roach, both 
from Dagenham.—CaAs. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The only members that turned up on September 2nd was Mr. R. Banfi eld, 


with a nice show of roach and dace from Iwickenham, 9lb. 4 02. 
tember 4th Mr. S. C. Speed, roach, dace, and barbel from Staines. On the 
gth the members fish at Weybridge for five prizes; river Wey only ; all 
members to start by first train in the morning.—E. WIrson, sec. 
CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 

In spite of rough weather-on September 2nd some of the working members 
of the above society went out. Messrs. Jeliiman and Thompkins were suc- 
cessful in capturing a good show of perch. Mr. Ward brought home some 
roach and perch.—J. W. Power, sec. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. f 
The mewbers of the above socicty will fish their third match of the seaso 
on the 9th inst , at Mr. Warner's, the We!sh Harp Fisheries ; there will be six 
prizes to contest for.—C. REEVES, sec. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Sept. 2nd Mr. Maybury, Mr. Bonnick, and Mr, Ormes brought in some 
good takes of roach, dace, and perch. Our prizes will be distributed on the 
18th instant; there will be over 100 prizes to be given up, and wiil be on view 
from 8 o’clock—R. MuRpHy. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
This society, at its weekly meeting on Monday last, by the attendance of its 
members shows that although the numbers may be slack on some occasions, 
the true sport of angling is on the advance. 





Ou Sep- 


aes: oe 


R-specting the rights of fishing, 


no sooner had a case been quoted of a conviction for fishing at Heigham Sounds _ 
than the members at once formed a fund for the purpose of defending any — 
member of the society who may-be prosecuted for fishing in that locality. The 


term ‘*Sounds’’ I cannot explain, although I have in front of me an engrav- 
ing showing that Breydon Water was once very narrow, but now very wide ; 
but I never heard of Breydon Sound. I wonder why the lord of the manor 
does not stop the bobbing for eels and shooting on Breydon, where the tide 
ebbs and flows the same as Heigham Sounds. 


3 


The law says that the water, 
whether brackish or fresh, makes no difference where the tide ebbs and flows. — 


If that is really the case, I may on some future occasion ask you to allow me ~ 


to appeal through your columns to the true anglers for pecuniary assistance to 
enable me (meaning my society) to defend any action or prosecution, and I am 
convinced that I shall not plead in vain. : 
Thursday, the 3oth ult., at Reedham, where I stood on the bank and landed a 
pope about 2 inches inlength, which would probably have cost me £2 had I 
been at Heigham Sounds, but as there is no one claims the right from the wall 
to the water I feel perfectly safe. Respecting the competition, Mr. Bacon 


won the first prize, a handsome cup; the second, Mr. Lowne, a nice service- 


able timepiece; Mr. Bayfield, fishing tackle; Mr. Lowne also the special 
prize given by Mr. Archard, of King Street—a pair of opera glasses. 
other prizes not being taken up.—J. Lark, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Our August competition came offon — 


| 
: 


* 


The 


The ordinary meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening atthe 


Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street. Mr, Callaghan 
presided, and there was a very fair attendance of members. Mr. McDowall 
weighed in some good tench. Several of the members reported having had 
some good sport during the past week. The Rey: J. Walker spoke in hopeful 
terms of the beneficial effects to be anticipated from the new By-laws. In 
four days at Goring he caught over nine dozen perch, seven dozen of which he 
put back as being unsizeable under the new By-laws, but which could have 
been kept under the old rules. On Friday last he caught forty-five perch, one’ 
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after another, showing that there are plenty of fish in the river if fair play be 
givento them. Mr. Bates gave an account of his recent visit to the broads and 
rivers in Norfolk and Suffolk, where he had been very successful. Mr. Bates 
also gave an account of the famous carp at Fontainebleau; they were there 
literally in thousands, and were so tame that if a piece of. bread were thrown 
into the water they could be seen coming up after it until it was all gone. 
They had all heard of the very old carp supposed to exi-t there, whose age was 
supposed to be authenticated by a gold label attached to him a fabulous time 
ago, and although he did not have the pleasure of seeing him, yet he could not 
_ help noticing the very venerable appearance of some of them. Happening to 
havea fly with him, it was a hard matter to resist dropping it in ; but he refrained 
from doing so, bearing in mind the ill-odour which the Germans during their 
occupancy brought themselves into by their utter disregard of the sanctity of 
these fish. He believed carp to be the most easily artificially cultivated fish 
extant. Mr. Bentley and Mr. Field spoke on the same subject, and Mr. 
Crumplen, in confirming Mr. Bates’ opinion as to the practicability of artifi- 
cially rearing carp, instanced the breeding-boxes of the Reading Association 
in which he had been told on good authority some thousands of these fish had 
been hatched. Mr. Crumplen made an addition to the library of ‘‘ Mantell’s 
Fossils of the British Museum,’’ for which, on the motion of Mr. Bryant 
(honorary librarian), seconded by Mr. Bentley, a vote of thanks was unani- 
mously accorjed to him. The chairman (Mr. Callaghan) also gave his ex- 
perience of Oulton broad, and one or two other places, and some amusement 
was caused by Mr. Parker inquiring of Mr. Crumplen whether in the Fisheries 
' Exhibition he had noticed anything of the famous fishing dogs of Llandeillo 
yt Rhos, asa friend of his staying at Colwyn went there with the expectation 
of seeing them, but was told they were at present at the Exhibition. These 
- wonderful animals, according toa guide-book description of them, ‘“ may often 
be seen to dash into the water and bring up a fine salmon, flinging it ashore 
much more dexterously than the most experienced angler can with rod and 
line.” A yote of thanks having been accorded to Mr. Caliaghan for his able 
services in the chair, the members separated after enjoying some very good 
music,—H. 
HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members of the above were out on the 2nd in st., when the 
following members weighed in:—Mr. C. Messenger, roach, dace, and gud- 
geon; Mr. W. Messenger, roach and dace; Mr.. W. Price, ‘some very fine 
roach from the Thames; Mr. Preston, bream; Mr. Blatchley, a fine tray of 

chub. The annual supper took place on August 29, when a capital supper was 
put on by the host, and a pleasant evening was spent. Some good songs were 
sung by Messrs. Blatchly, W. Messenger, and Price. Then the prizes were 
given by Mr. Stedall, the late secretary, when the following members were 
successful :—Mr. Blatchley three prizes, Mr. C. Messenger three, Mr. W: 
Messenger three, Mr. Broom one, Mr. Price one, Mr. Preston one.—W. B. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The trays of this society have been well filled during the last fortnight with a 
fine selection of roach, bream, dace, perch, and tench. Amony the most pro- 
minent in the club were Mr. Higley and Mr. Shipley, who produced from one 
of the Broads at Yarmouth between 40 and $0 lb. of capital bream and perch. 
On September 2nd Mr. Higley also captured some very fine tench, three scaling 
nearly 6 Ib., in addition to some capital eels, two weighing a little short of 
41b. We had also good roach, bream, and dace from Messrs. Howell, Payne 
Ricketts, Temple, and others. The annual dinner will take place at Mr. 
Lyndsell’s, the Pied Bull, St. Margaret's, on the 29th inst., on which occasion 
the chair will be filled by Mr. Sampson, supported in the vice-chair by Mr. 
Edward Wheatley. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Owing to the rough weather on September 2nd our members were not able 
to get much fish, Messrs. H. Wilson, J. White, and H. Moore being the most 
_ successful, with a show of bream, roach, perch, dace, and gudgeon. Our 
_ members beg to return sincere thanks to all brother anglers and friends for the 
- kindness shown to us at our complimentary visit on August 3oth, and to 
inform them that whenever they have a visit taking place, if they only let us 
have notice of the same, we shall be most happy to be with them. The chair 
on the above occasion was taken by Mr. H. Moore, the vice-chair by Mr. A. 
Antony, the demon. ‘The harmony of the evening was everything that could 
be wished for, the following gentlemen contributing to the same:—Messrs. W. 
Maslin, Clapham Junction Angling Society; W. Welch, Little Independent ; 
_ H. Wright, West Central; Mr. Cooper, Bloomsbury Brothers; Mr. Ungley, 
Alliance Brothers, with his favourite song of ‘‘ Soup’’; Mr. Wright, Second 
Surrey, with a capital parody on ‘‘ The Village Blacksmith ’’; Mr. Hawksley. 
Fitzroy Brothers; Mr. Fitch, Great Northern Brothers, with his « Four 
Jolly Smiths’? ; Mr. Gill, Bloomsbury Brothers; Mr. Franklin, Bucklin 
_ Angling Society; Mr. Wannell, Lincoln Brothers; Mr. Ingram, Buckland 
Angling Society ; and Messrs. F’. Davis, J. Bartlett, J. White, J. Clements, 
G. Clark, H, Curtis, and H. Moore, of the Independent Brothers ;-and with 
the ‘usual version of ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne,’’ the evening passed off very satisfac- 
torily,—H. Moor, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members were out on the 2nd inst., but owing to the boister- 
ous weather, only one succeeded in taking anything worthshowing. That was 
Mr. A. Bass, who had 4 1b. 64 oz. of nice roach and dace. The members com- 
peted for three special prizes on Wednesday. Mr. G. Roll took first honours 
with 81b. 153 0z. of splendid roach. Mr. IT. Dennison, jun., was second, who 
had 31b. totoz. of roach and dace. Mr. G.P. Rolt was third with 2b. 
7 £02. of roach.—H. B. ; 

Sept. 6th. 


KINGSWOOD AND DISTRICT ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

In connection with the above a very interesting contest took place on 
‘Saturday, Sept. rst, at the Gloucester and Berkeley Canal. A start was 
effected at 10 a.m. by the firing of a pistol by Mr. James Amos, thé clerk, 
and very soon Mr. C. D. Wiltshire was among the finny tribe, having captured 
two very nice fish in a very short space of time, which gave promise for future 
victory, but, unfortunately, he succeeded in landing a very few afterwards, Mr. 
George Summervill, the champion of the association, who, on three previous 
Occasions, has taken Ist prizes, again fished with his indomitable perseverance, 
and succeeded in capturing 18 decent fish, with which he again took first prize, 
Mr-A. H. Wiltshire following in his train with 11 beautiful fish, taking 
second, Mr. Joseph Bryant third, and Mr. Thomas Wiltshire fourth, the pre- 
sident and his son being only about two ounces below the prize takers. The 








fish were afterwards weighed in at Host Hodders’. After a capital repast they 
repaired to Sharpness Station, and reached home, after spending a very 
pleasant day, by about 9 o'clock p.m.—W. J. WILTSHIRE, 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A great number of blanks on September 2nd, but Messrs. Cecil and Brans- 
grove succeeded in getting a good show of roach, and Mr. Durket bream; the 
rest with wet coats and sundry growls.—W. Dutron, sec. 

LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
»The members of the above clubd-brought ina pretty show of bream and perch 
on the 26th ult.—D. Drury. 





NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 2nd inst. our annual outing by road took place (this year the Rye 
House water being selected), eleven prizes to be fished for. Messrs. Cross, 
Billings, and Grindley were the only successful members, which, taking the 
weather into consideration, was not to be wondered at. I must say it was not 
their fault that all the prizes were not taken. Ishould like to know if the 
party who caught an eel out of the Rye Hcuse water on the 2nd inst. belongs 
to a society, and would feel obliged if the secretary of such society would let 
me know through the FrsHING GAZETTE. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

In spite of the rain and wind that prevailed on the 2nd, Messrs. Marsh and 
Hotham succeeded in getting about 7 lb. of perch, roach, and dace, from the 
Mole and Thames At the meeting held on the sth, it was decided to have a 
pegged-down match at St. Margaret's on the 30th, for the following prizes— 
First prize, given by. Mr. Hughes, value £2 2s ; second, tankard, by Mr. 
Marsh ; third, camp stool, by Mr. Gold. Tickets for the South London 
United Competition are to be used on this occasion by all members com- 
peting.—Pixir. Ss 


SHEFFIELD ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The quarterly meeting of the delegates of the clubs comprising the Sheffield 
Old Angling Association, was held at the Crown Inn, Scotland Street, on 
Wednesday evening. The chair was occupied by the president, Mr. Styring, 
and there was. large attendance. In addition to the transaction of the ordinary 
business, the delegates decided that the Association should have an angling 
gala-day, to be held at Saxilby. It was agreed that the Association should give 
twenty guineas towards money prices, and £5 was voted to purchase other 
articles for distribution. It was also agreed that any surplus which might 
remain after the expenses of the match had been defrayed, should likewise be 
spent in additional prizes, prior to the final award. Monday, Sept. 24, was 
the day appointed, and it was also arranged that the entries should 
be closed on the Saturday previous. A sub-committee was also appointed 
from the delegates to assist the general committee in the manage- 
ment. Complaint was made that several clubs had during the 
season been unfaithful to the Association, It was explained by the 
chairman that at the commencement of the season the clubs in question 
obtained what are called water tickets in the ordinary way, and for them excur- 
sion tickets had been procured when they would be required. When their 
matches came on, however, these clubs obtained their tickets elsewhere, which, 
besides putting the association to inconvenience, caused them a positive loss, 
because, though the commissions were the same, the association looked to a 
slight advantage to meet current expenses. This, it was thought, was hardly 
a fair way of doing business. A somewhat animated discussion ensued upon the 
matter, and it was ultimately decided to warn the defaulting clubs as to their 
mode of proceeding in the future: In one case, where a club had deliberately 
set the association at defiance, it was further resolved that they should be 
debarred from the privileges of the association during the remainder of the 
season, 


SPORTSMAN ANGLING CLUB. 

We have had a fair show of fish this week, by Messrs. Fisher and Green, 
with roach from Amberley. Messrs. Phillips and Vizer, bream, roach, and 
chub, and Mr. Hounslow, 20 Ib. of jack from the Ouse. Mr, Fry, bream from 
Westmeath, Ireland, largest fish 5 lb.—B. DENNY. 


SOCIABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Owing to the very bad state of the weather very few of our members went 
out on the 2nd inst.; those that ventured meeting with very indifferent sport. 
The following members had fish:—Mr. O. Loyd, bream; Mec. W. Hale, dace; 
and Mr. W. Hart, perch and roach ~W. S. WoopHEAD, sec. 

WALTONIANS. 

August 29, Mr. Clarkson, roach, 4 lb. 13} 0z.; Mr. Rushbrook, bream, 
3 lb. 1440z.; Mr. Read, roach, 21b.120z. September 2, Mr. Phillips, 
barbel, 8 Ib. 103 oz.; Mr. Roland, roach, 7 1b. 15 oz.; Messrs, Hunt, 
Morgan, and Rushbrook also weighed in.—A. J. MARRIOTT. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The members of this society have been having some sport during the past 
week. At Esher, on the 2nd inst., I saw a member who had a collection of 
perch, roach, and dace. On the 3rd, Mr. Delehaye, sen., had a nice lot of 
fish from the Queen’s river, among them being three bleak, each of them mea- 
suring 9 inches long and weighed 3 oz. each. In my report last week I stated 
that the place appointed for the September outing was Shelford, in Kent—I 
should have said Shalford, in Surrey. Members and friends intending to visit 
the above place are to meet at the South-Eastern Railway station, London 
Bridge, not later than 7.30 on the 9th inst.—PIxIe. 





UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
The dinner and angling competition of the delegates of the United London 
Anglers’ Central Committee will take place on September 9th, at the Rye 
House. Dinner on table at five o’clock. 


UNITED LONDON FISHERIES SOCIETY. 
The monthly meeting of the Executive Committee will take place at the 
tar and Garter, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C., on Monday evening next, Septem- 
ber roth, at nine o’clock. 





WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Mansfield’s prizes will be fished for on the 23rd of September.—J: 
MAXWELL, sec. 
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CATALOGUES GRATIS. 








CONTENTS. 


(N.B.—AUl rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 

















PAGE, PAGE, 
Rambles by the River Lea .» 439) Mr. Francis Francis + oo 441 
International Fisheries Exhibition 440] The Great International Fisheries 
Notices of Books :— Exhibition. — Inland Fishing 
New Edition of the Works of Tacklewai. A oe 44 
Waltoa aud Cotton ., .» 440} Club Reports ole ne naa 
Bullmer’s ‘‘Gossamer’’ Gut River Reports .. ay .- 444 
Casts and Hooks on ‘‘ Gos- The American. Purse Seine 
samer’’? Gut .. ve .. 440} Net $5 oe sie »« 447 
Six Splendid Grayling Flies .. 440| Great Yarmouth Piscatorial So- 
Some Notices .. aie .. 441 ciety =. oe 56 «+ 447 
Paternostering for Perch in the Club and Other Jottings .. os 448 
Upper Thames & .» 441] Answers to Correspondents «+ 448 
The Anglers’ Song... ..» 441| Correspondence ,, oe oe 448 
How to Re-stock Our Rivers,. 441 
RIVER REPORTS. 
TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 
Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge <o on bi) ab 33 kao: Mis ond 5.44 
Putney., ae ee oe eeiheO.21 pen FeeelO.34 
Kew oe ee ee ee Dak ee ne 7-14 
Richmond ee oo ee ee 7.21 ee ee 7°34 


LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


The fish are row reported to be generally on the feed, and therain has some 
what improved the condition of the water. The barbel are well on the move 
at Sunbury, and the Strouds are well prepared for their customers. There has 
been an important conviction by the Brentford Bench on Saturday last for having 
possession of four bushels of unsizeable fish. The offender in this case was 
John Armitage, one of the netsmen, who pleaded guilty, and was fined five 
shillings for not having his name on the boat, and forty shillings for the fish. 
The summons was taken out by the keepers of the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society, who took possession of the fish and put them back in the 


river. : 
Richmond. 


Christopher Brown, during seven days’ fishing, has taken 137 1b. weight of 
roach and dace and adozen barbel. Edward Brown, in the same time, 140 lb. 
weight. His two be-t days were one with Mr. Kelsey of 234 ]b., and the other 
with Mr. Kiog, of 261b. and a barbel of 41b. H. Wheeler in the week 98 lb. 
and a few barbel. The united takes of these three fishermen representing 
375 lb. weight of rach and dace. Henry Howard, in two days, 14 dozen of 
roach and dace and two barbel. Another day, with Mr. Whitmore, seven 
dozen of dace; and in two other days with Mr. Tibben, 25 dozen of roach and 
dace. Job Brain, during the week, 98 1b of roach and dace and eight barbel. 
H. Mansell, in five days with Mr, Hugh Marston and Master A. Douglas, 75 1b. 
weight of roach and dace, and a perch of 21lb. 1oz.; and another day with 
Mr. J. Larkins, 121b. of dace. The latter gentleman on haying the punt 
inspected by Mr. Thomas Spreckley, became a subscriber to the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society—an example worthy of imitation. Mr. John- 
son, in one day, eight dozen of dace. 


Twickenham. 


Samuel Cole, in one day with Mr. Lee, 1olb. of roach and dace; and in 
two other days 21 dozen of roach and dace, Edward Finch, during the 
week, some very good takes of roach and dace. James Coxen, in four days 
1g dozen of roach and dace, and three barbel, the largest 5 1b. George 
Coxen, in five days, 30 dozen. J. Dobbin, in four days, 32 dozen. C, 
Hennessey, in three days, 12 dozen. J. Spong, in one day with one of the 
young Princes of Teck, six dozen of roach and dace; and in five other days 
33 dozen. R. Moffatt, in four days, 24 dozen. J, Dunn, employed by W. 
Miles, of the ‘‘ Queen’s Head,” in five days with different anglers, 59 dozen 
and one barbel. J. Anyer and friend fishing in a boat in one day caught 20lb 
of good fish. 





Teddington. 
Joseph Baldwin during the week has been doing very well amongst the 


roach and dace, and Benjamin Stevens, in one day, six dozen of dace, one 
bream and one barbel. 2 


Kingston. 

John Johnson, sen., in two days, 20 dozen of roach and dace and a few 
perch. John Johnson, jun., during the week, 16 barbel, 12 dozen of roach 
and dace, and a brace ot jack, weighing 71b. J. Wilkes, 19 dozen, five bream 
weighing Iolb., and five barbel. The takes of the bank anglers have been six 
dozen of roach and dace, and at Surbiton seven dozen, with -an occasional 
bream or barbel at each place. 





Thames Ditton. 
E. Tagg, in one day, five dozen of gudgeon. One of the bank anglers a 
couple of barbel, weighing 41b. } 


East Moulsey- 

Thomas Davis, ten dozen of roach anda jack of 51b. Charles Davis, 13 
barbel and three dozen of roach and dace. J. Watford, nine dozen of gudgeon, 
four and a-half dozen of roach and dace and five perch. On the Ist of Sep- 
tember Mr. George (Wood, of Moulsey, caught a trout of 11} 1b. at the 
Weir. 

Hampton. 

James Langshaw, in one day, eight dozen of: roach. 

anglers five dozen of gudgeon and a bream of 2} 1b. 


Sunbury. 
The Strouds during the week 42 barbel, 25 dozen of roach and dace, and 
a trout of 4lb—all good fish. Edward Clarke and sons 10 dozen of 
gudgeon, 12 dozen of roach and dace, and a couple of barbel, weighing 4 lb. 


Halliford. “ 


George Rosewell, one day, 13 barbel and seven chub. Another day, six 
dozen of roach and dace; and another day four bream, two perch, and one 
chub. 

Water still very low and bright. We want a lot more rain before there will 
be many heavy takes. Since last report I have been out with different gentlemen 
for four days. First day with Mr. George Palmer, thirteen barbel and seven 
chub; second day with Mr. Bennett, six dozen roach and dace; third day with 
Mr. George Palmer, five bream, two chub, and two perch; fourth day with 
George Palmer, seven bream, four chub, two roach, two perch, and one eel.— 
GrorGE RosEWELL. 


One of the bank 


Shepperton- 

J. Smeath, one day, in 24 hours, three dozen of gudgeon. Another day, 
one brace of jack, a perch of 2lb, and seven dozen of roach and dace. 
Another day, seven dozen of roach and dacé. Another day, one brace of jack 
and eight dozen of roach and dace; and another day, in two hours, twodozen ~ 
of roach and dace. David Hackett, one day, one brace of jack, two dozen of 
roach and dace, and six dozen of gudgeon; and another day, three jack. “F. 
Purdue, in two days, three jack. W. Rogerson, one day, seven dozen of gud- 
geon. Another day, four dozen of roach and nine dozen of gudgeon; and 
another day, six dozen of roach and dace. 


Weybridge. 
Herbert Carr, one day, six dozen of roach and dace; ani another day, 


eight dozen. J. Upsden, one day, a bream of 3#1b. and three dozen of roach 
and dace; and another day, eight dozen. 


Chertsey: 


J. Poulter, with a gentleman during the wee’, four barbel, weighing 16 1b. 
(the largest 5}1b.), four bream, weighing 121b., 12 brace of perch (some of the 
fish over Ilb. each), two dozen of fine dace, 45 dozen of gudgeon, and a small 
trout, which was returned to the river again. 


Staines. 


Mr. C. Banfield, one day, five barbel, the largest 41b.; and another day, 
six dozen of roach and dace. Charles Hone, one day, three barbel, the 
largest 81b; and in two other days 12 dozen of roach and dace. : 


UPPER THAMES. 


The late heavy downpour has considerably improved the condition of the — 
water for angling purposes but, for the time being, has interfered with the 
success and comfort of piscatorial visitors to Father Thames, At Maidenhead, 
and Cliveden, grand sport has accrued to the gudgeoners, and roachers have © 
also done fairly, one rod on Monday, in a hurricane of wind, getting 11} lb. of 
beauties, with tail of lob as bait. At Hurley, Mr. MacGeorge has taken, during 
the week, 1 trout, 21 1b., 2 dozen perch, andsome 16 dozen of gudgeon. Ina 
landing one of the perch Mr. MacGeorge nearly captured in his net a big 
brother, who persistently and fearlessly kept with his mate until the ring of the 
net touched him, and opened his eyes to hisdanger. From Hambledon I glean 
that a patron out with Bob Young, on the 2nd inst., got 4 trout, I barbel of © 
63 1b., and 18 fine perch. Tom Street, out with the Squire of Rose Hill, has 
been astonishing some patriarchal gudgeon in the Medmenham district. Tom 
told me, he ‘‘ never saw such whackers.’’? At Henley, the chub.have been on 
the fly and bumble-bee, and at Caversham, the veteran Mr. Brooksbank ~ 
has had good sport with roach, with tail of lob. Thursday evening; weather 
very unsettled, with stiff breeze from S.W. River in good order for roach, 
chub, and perch.—’‘ Martow Buzz.” 

Goring. 

Water very low and clear; perch coming on better; roach not on much, — 
Fishing with Mr. Marsh, of 324, Oxford Street, London, for two days, gota 
good basket of perch and gudgeon, and one jack. Best day’s fishing with two — 
London gentlemen, two dozen of very good perch and four dozen of gudgeon, — 


—JouN RusH. 
Cherwell. 


A case of a somewhat peculiar nature was brought before the county migis- 
trates on Saturday last, when Mr. I’. Herbert was charged by Charles Cox, the 
proprietor of a bathing place and fishery on the Cherwell, with having illegally — 
taken fish with a rod and line. Mr. Dudley appeared for Mr. Herbert, and 
stated that his clint believed he had a right to fish, as he had received an invi- 
tation to do so from Mr, Harris, a Marston farmer, whose land was bounded by — 
the riverin question. From time immemorial the riparian owners had given per= 
mission to their friends; he had fished it when a boy, and he could not conceive 
how Cox could claim exclusive rights. Mr. Tanner, for the plaintiff, in reply to | 
Mr. Dudley, produced a huge piece of parchment, and stated that it was a 
deed of conveyance from the executors of the late Dr. Rusher, by which the 
University, in consideration of having paid £300, claimed the sole ownership of 
the bed of the river for two miles. ,Mr. Dudley then produced an ordnance — 
map which clearly showed a boundary line drawn at half stream, and asked 
whether the plaintiff claimed at high or low water mark, and whether he should 
feel inclined to prosecute anyone for fishing in flood time (laughter), Mr. 
Thornhill (chairman), said he had never known such a case before. No doubt 
the University would not have paid such a sum had they not believed he had a 
right to the bea of the river ; but they could not make a criminal conviction on 
such evidence asthat given by Mr. Tanner. The remedy lay in the county — 
court, and they should therefore dismiss the case with costs for defendant.— 
CHERWELL OTTER 
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Oxford. 


I am very pleased to say we have at last obtained the railway concessions 
from the Great Western Railway for no less than twenty stations on their line. 
This should act as an impetus in increasing the number of that already flourish- 
ing institution, the Angling Society. Where the fish have gone to seems a 
mystery; every one is complaining of the paucity and indifferent character of 
their sport. The river is low and fine, but all that I can hear of is a catch of 
roach weighing 14 }b., made at Ristlington, on the 30th ult., by Mr. Watson ; 
fifteen perch, by Mr. Hudson, at Batlock Hythe, on the 2nd inst.; and ten 
perch, by Mr. James Simms, at Culham, on the Sthinst. In fact, all my cor- 
respondents, both up and down stream, give the same discouraging reports. I 
am sorry to say the Angling Society lost its case against Mr. Edward Collier 
Beesley for having nets of an illegal mesh on his premises on the banks of the 
Thames; for though the summons was taken out under section 10 of the bye- 
laws, which most explicitly states to the contrary, the magistrates ruled that 
this only applied to persons actually using them on the river, thereby giving any 
person who chooses to take up’his residence on the river tacit permission to hang 
up as many flue, drum, and drag nets as he chooses, and, practically speaking, 
as far as this district is concerned, annulling all the good intended by the 
Conservancy Bye-laws of 1883.—Yr Mrpiry Trovr. 


Datchet. 


The change in the weather has made things look little more promising. In 
my Jast I said I had baited for barbel with greaves. On the 1st with two 
gentlemen, caught three barbel, largest 5 lb., but after a series of mishaps, 
for the fish bit well. The late rains made the lobworm more plentiful, so I 
took the advantage to bait a swim with worms: on the 4th with two gentlemen, 
40 lb. weight; on the 5th, 30 lb. weight ; to-day (Wednesday), three hours 
with E Granger, Esq., seven fish between 2 and 3lb. each. Jn all my ex- 
perience I never remember the fish biting so shyly. I hope to be able to report 
some sport of other anglers in the neighbourhood next week.—G. L. 


Ancholme District. 


The rain which has fallen during the past week has had no effect upon the 
colour of the water, which still remains in an excellent state for all-round 
angling. A good many anglers have been out, but they have met with varying 
sport. The fishing, owing to the general clearance of weeds, is now very 
comfortable, and with the return of beautiful weather, the sport ought to be 
first-class. I had a last turn at the trout yesterday, when I secured three 
fario and two fontinalis, all very nice fish. The latter seems to be taking 
very kindly to the waters hereabouts. I leave for my holiday on Friday, and 
_ hope to try some good southern and midland waters, both public and private, 
before my return home.—THoMAS Forp, Caistor. 


_ Chichester. 


Those enthusiasts who braved the storm at the early part of the week met 
with but illsuccess. Some large bream have however been taken within the 
last few days—or rather nights—as it is only by thelanthorn’s dim light good 
sport has been had. The recent rains, although not affecting Chichester, have 
materially improved the Selham water; good sport may be anticipated by those 
who pay this charming resort a visit. Pike are reported plentiful from Petworth 
to Selham ; dead gorge most killing. —GrorcE F, SALTER, 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). © 


On the 2nd, Mr. Barker creeled seven and a half brace trout. On the 4th, 
Mr. Headley creeled six brace of trout anda salmon, On the 5th, Mr. Head- 
ley creeled 8 1b. of trout; Mr. Knox killed a salmon 8 lb. On the 6th, Mr. 
“Headley creeled two dozen of trout, all with fly.—A. Guass. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


This river could scarcely be in more suitable order than at the present time, 
the recent rains having considerably enhanced the prospects of sport. The river 
is now running at a nice height and in very good colour—a circumstance espe- 
cially welcome to bottom fishers. Both trout and grayling are rising well : the 
latter are now in really fine condition ; the bottom fishers all up and down the 
‘Derwent have landed some very good samples of them with wasp grubs and 
worms for bait. The killing flies have proved to be the yellow dun, bumble, 
wrentail, and dotterel. I fancy sport for the next few days is bound to be good. 
—WHeraTsHEAF HOTEL. 

Dove. 


The weather has been rather unsettled, and cold nights have generally pre- 
vailed since I last wrote. The river teems with fish, but I have not heard of 
many heavy dishes having been killed. The best flies just now are undoubtedly 
the golden dun midge and the August dun. Ihear that the Henmore, one of 
the Dove’s tributaries, has lately been again poisoned, and there has been a 
good deal of poaching on some of the small streamlets of the Peak. Of the 
bottom baits the wasp-grub has proved the best, and it will in all probability 
- continue to do so whileever it is to be obtained. Pike have now begun to move 
with freedom, and are taking the live bait freely —THs SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle), 


During the last fortnight there has not been much fishing except at night, 
and by the time the river was low enough the nights became too dark, so that 
the whitings have hadrather an easy time of it. The rain on Sunday and Mon- 
day, however, brought a fair-sized fresh on Tuesday, anda good many nice 
baskets were killed with the worm, especially by those anglers who could get 
out of bed and were off before cock-crow. Since then brilliant weather has 
set in, and the river is too high for night fishing, so that there is likely to be 
another slack time for a few days. Net fishing in the river ended on August 31, 
_ but the Solway fishermen have this year till September Io, so that there is still 

a fair daily supply of salmon in the shops. The prospects for the rods are 
good this autumn. Fora week before the netting season went out the river 
was so low that very few fish were running, but there were a few every tide, 
and ‘‘ thumpers ’ they were, running from 25 to35 lb. ‘This showed the fish 
were there, and I have no doubt the late fresh has stocked a good many of 
the salmon pools. It came most opportunely, as the fish will have time to get 
well up the river and settle themselves before the colder and better fishing 
weather comes on. We believe greatly in a chill October night for sharpening 
their appetites, Do any of your readers! know a salmon fly called ‘the Irish- 
man’s stocking,’’ and the best tackle maker to procure it from ?—SILVsR 


GREY. 
Exe (Exeter), 


The heavy rains have spoilt fishing for a time, the water being very foul and 
of pea soup consistency. Last week Mr. Milton Green creeled some very fine 





— 


trout, one a grand fellowscaling 4lb. The perch fishing in the Canal has been 
up to the average, and some nice dace and roach have been banked near the 
city. Prospects now more favourable for all round-angling.—J, A, KELLEy. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 

Freiston, Fishtoft, Leake, and the surrounding districts were again alive on 
Monday with anglers of the holiday class. Conveyances of all kinds, ram- 
shackle or otherwise, met the trains at Boston on Monday, and men, women, 
ank children were conveyed wholesale to their various fishing grounds for the 
inevitable club match. It does not matter much whether fish are caught or 
not ; they come for a holiday, and have one. But of course itis more satis- 
factory to weigh in fish. Itis really amusing to watch the operations of this 
class of fisher. Should one be a little more fortunate than his neighbour, and 
get hold of a roach or arudd, or, better still, a little eel, the women are up in 
a moment ; the signal is given, and there is alittle crowd almost instantly in- 
specting the little innocent as he sparkles on the grass or is held up to view 
prior to disappearing in the basket. And, after all, they enjoy the fun 
immensely if their takes are small. Scarcely so many were on this mode of 
angling bent as usual. Old hands at the business avoid these little amuse- 
ments if they mean business, and this week they may be said to have done well. 
On the waters just mentioned dozens had decent takes of roach, perch, and 
eels, with here and there a good tench. Onthe Bargate Drain, about Raw- 
son's Bridge, some Sheflielders on Monday morning were noticed pulling out 
roach yery fast, and one had a pike of nearly5]b. On the Fortyfoot these 
adepts did fairly well amo ng roach, and one had a take of 201b. Mr. Wray 
and Mr. Pocklington we re among the early risers, and they did well.—Y. B. 


Greeta (Ingleton). 

After very heavy rains on Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, we had again a 
moderate flood, and the anglers turned out very strong. On the whole very 
good baskets were made, many good fish being taken. I succeeded in landing 
a fine trout, scaling fully 21b. weight. I also landed some very nice fish with 
the minnow, ranging from $1lb. up torlb. Gen. Bracken caught some very 
nice fish. On Tuesday there was asplendid minnow and fly water. A gentleman 
from Gargrave caught a splendid basket up in my water with the minnow (and 
chiefly. He had five fish over 1 lb. weight, the heaviest being 1} 1b, To-day 
(Thursday) it is raining very heavily, and should we have another flood I expect 
some good baskets will be made.—INGLEBORO’. 


Lea (Broxbourne). 


The water still keeps bright, notwithstanding the heavy rain which has fallen 
lately ; but still a few good baskets of roach and perch have been taken ; a few 
jack have also been had, the largest of which was 5 1b. and on the 31st of last 
month Mr. Goumm took a trout weighing 64 1b. whi'e paternostering with a 
small gudgeon. If this rough weather continues the perch ought to keep on 
feed for some time to come,—E. N. BENNINGFIELD. 


Lea (White House). 


Nothwithstanding the heavy rains of late there is no discolouration of the 
water, and as a consequence there have been some excellent takes at the top, of 
fine dace and a few chub, the former summing up to dozens to a single rod. 
Should we have some September sunshine to favour us, there is every pros- 
pect ofa continuance of good sport for the fly-fishermen.—GEORGE BrEREs- 
FORD. 

Leicester. 

The weather has been cold and changeable since my last report, but not s> 
much as to damp the ardour’of our anglers, most of whom seem determined 
to enjoy the sport to the full. The local societies’ waters have been exten- 
sively patronised during the week. The best fishing has been done in the 
Aylestone preserves, and some capital takes of both roach and chub have been 
had. Among some of the baskets of roach were several very fine specimens. 
Mr. A. Harrison, among about 6 1b. of capital roach, had one weighing 
1lb. 50z. Another angler fishing near also had a nice lot of roach, and was 
to the fore was a splendid fish of this species weighing I lb. 6 oz. In several 
other baskets some large fish were seen. The chub have been fairly well on 
the feed, although no large ones have been taken. The majority of those caught 
averaged about 2lb. Pike have taken the bait moderately, and some nice- 
sized fish have been landed. Mr. Bird took eleven during the week, the 
largest weighing 53 1b. Thursday and Friday being the races, a large number 
of anglers are fishing the home waters, whilst a great number are visiting the 
out of town resorts, the reports of which are not yet to hand. The weather 
to-day (Thursday) at times was very threatening, cold winds and showers 
alternately prevailing.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


These favourite trout and grayling streams are low, and the water coloured. 
There is nothing done with the fly, and the best bottom fishing can be got with 
the wasp grub, and red worm, at a little before sunset. On Saturday and Sunday 
rain came down heavily, and on Monday at one mill a short distance from 
Leominster, 38 lb. of prime eels were caught. Some fine trout have been 
caught in the Lugg with the wasp grub, by Mr. Gardener, 1 lb., 14 Ib., and 
I lb. 10 oz., each. A gent visiting the Arrow, on Wednesday, caught some 
good grayling averaging }1b. to 1 lb. each. A gentleman at one of the mills 
where the water was turned off, saw an eel in the mud, he struck it with aniron 
bar, and killed it ; when weighed it turned the scale at 21b. No sport in the 
Rusby. Aymestry Pools have not afforded much sport as yet; fine fish being 
caught there last year. A gent landed atroutin the Stretford waters which 
weighed 21b. On Friday, up the Ivington water, a nice dish of trout and 
grayling was caught with the wasp grub. Sometime ago there was (we are 
informed), a fishing association or club in this district, for some reason or other 
(which we cannot ascertain) it has ceased to exist, we believe it was to fish up 
the river towards Shobden. Jf the weather would take up fine, fly fishing 
would be resumed in a day ortwo about here.—T., Hereford. 


Medway (Tunbridge). 

The high winds of the past week have not been conducive of good sport, 
but very decent bags have been made of all kinds of fish. Pike from 8 lb. 
downwards have been taken. Some good baskets of roach have also been 
made, one gentleman, fishing off the Castle, taking one of 1 lb. 7 oz., as well 
asa good number of others. Heavy bags of bream have also been captured, 
especially above the town. Allthat is wanted is good weather to render sport 
fast and furious. Ye MEDWAY WATER Rav. 


Ness (Inverress). 


The angling on this water has not been so good during the past week, owing 
to the flooded state of the water. The following are the takes for the week— 
On the Dunain Water on the 29th Aug., Mr. H. Milbank killed eight grilse, 
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averaging 9} Ib. and one salmon, 19} Ib, On the 3oth, three grilse, 81b., 8 1b., 
and 11 ]b.; on the 3rd September 5 grilse, averaging 9 lb. each. On the Holm 
Water on the 30th ult., Mr. Alfred Denison killed five fish, 8, 9, 10, I% and 
16 lb. each. On the Lower Water on the 30th Aug., Mr. A. Coxon killed 
one grilse, 85 1b., and on the same day Mr. R. T. Pattison, had two grilse, 
9 lb. each. On Monday, 3rd Sept., Mr. R. T. Pattison, two grilse, 85 and 
91 Ib.; 4th, Col. Boulderson, one salmon, 15 Ib., and Mr. A. Coxon, one 
gri'se, 7 }b. On Wednesday, free day, Mr. Jas. Naughton, jun., one salmon, 
13 lbs. Mr. Jas. Scott, two grilse, 9 and 10 1b.; Mr. A. Cameron, one grilse, 
9 lb.; Mr. Peter Gibson, one grilse, 11 lbs., and Mr. Peter Hogg, one grilse, 


9 lb.—Donatp WATSON. 
Ribble and Hodder. 


You will think me long in reporting the state of the fishing; but there has been 
very little doing—the rivers have been too low; but now that the nets are out 
at Preston we expect some good sport. ‘There are plenty of saimon in the 
rivers ; one has been caught to day, and one last week below. the bridge, in the 
Hodder, and one last week in the Ribble above the bridge. A few morts have 
been caught.—E. DUGDALE 


Severn (Shrewsbury): 


The netting season closed on Friday last, and has been one of the most suc- 
cessful that netters have had for many years. Both salmon and trout have been 
plentiful, and large fish have been caught in greater numbers than usual. I 
hope that by this time next season the proposed Act of Parliament which has 
been drawn up by Mr. Hawley Edwards and Mr. Willis Bund, and promoted 
by the Local Angling Society, will be passed. I believe it is simply through 
the misunderstanding between the member who was to have introduced it and 
the one who was to have backed it that it was not before the House this session. 
On Friday (August 31s!) I saw a netman who had been having a farewell try, 
but he had only taken about two dozen, among them being a very fine trout of 
about 13 1b. Rain fell heavily on Saturday and Sunday, and on the early hours 
of Monday, and by Monday night the river had risen quite 6 feet. A boy fishing 
in a pool at the Isle one day last week caught a fine eel which weighed over 

lb. A gentleman fishing in the Verniew last week had some fine sport while 
grayling fishing. He is one of the best anglers in this part of the country. 
After catching a nice basket of fish he hooked a fine grayling, and played him 
for some ten minutes, during which time he saw the fish several times ; but his 
tackle proved too fine to land such a fish, which he says was at the very least 
41b. The river watcher on Friday ‘August 31st) found a man netting without 
a license, and reported the case. On Wednesday, as the result of the high 
water, large quantities of fine eels were brought from Shrawardine and Preston 
Boats weirs, models of each of which engines are to be seen at the Exhibition, 
which is now causing so much excitement in England. Fels are again plentiful 
this (Friday)morning. Weather threatening; wind, 8. W.—SrEvz#rn SALMmon. 


Taw (Barnstaple). 


The rivers have much increased in size, and very dirty salmon are plentiful 
and large. Isaw forty on one slab in a shop, some 30 lb. and even 4o lb. 
Every day they are caught and increasing in size, but the last dayis the 15th, 
and then the rods will have it all their own way. I have heard of six salmon 
and ten peal caught since last report. Good sport is had at Lynton with the 
minnow. ‘Few dishes of trout are caught. I heard of three dozen, two dozen, 
eighteen, and eight a few days back, and on Wednesday a good few large } lb. 
fish. The best salmon season known.—Rusty GAME, 


Teme (Ludlow). 


All Saturday night and Sunday rain came down heavily, and on Monday the 
Teme had almost rose to its natural level. The water is slightly coloureda 
darkish red, but in a few days, if the weather holds up, will again be in order 
for fly-fishing. Some excelient catches of eels have been secured at the Mill 
traps. On Tuesday a man fishing off Ludford Bridge with the wasp-grub 
caught three nice eels. Wednesday morning was cold, and a north wind blew ; 
no good could be done till evening, when we landed, Steventon way, some 
perch of fair size with the maggot. Some grayling, about 3 lb. each, were 
caught in the Corve on Tuesday night with the wasp grub. The fishing for 
this season up Lord Windsor’s water, in the Oakley Park district, is now closed, 
in consequence of partridge shooting having commenced. This has been the 
custom on Sept. Ist for some years. Up the Leintwardine distzict there has 
been nothing, the partridges drawing many sportsmen from the river side. The 
Clun, Letwyche, and Oney have been almost totally deserted this week, the 
weather at the commencement being so very unfavourable. I have just heard of 
a gentleman at Ashford catching some nice fish to-day with the wasp grub.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

This portion of the river has not been so well patronised the early part of 
this week owing to cold weather, and anglers who frequented the river’s bank 
were glad to avail themselves of their topcoats. On Friday some very nice 
trout and grayling were taken with the fly. On Tuesday some fish were taken 
with the red worm. The water now is rather high coloured, and about up to 
its ordinary level. On Wednesday a gentleman fished all day, but never landed 
a single fish, the water being unfavourable for the fly. A second gentleman 
was more fortunate, for using the wasp grub he caught three fine fish, averaging 
nearly a pound weight each, This was towards evening. There has nothing 
of consequence been done in the Kyre or the Rea this week. The Teme and 
its tributaries in the Tenbury district is well attended to, and will bear com- 
parison with the best of waters. During the unsettled state of the weather fly 
fishers had better rest awhile. Rain threatens again this (Thursday) morning, 


taken in this locality. I have not heard of anyone doing anything particular 
this week. With fine weather sport should now be good, as this fresh will 
clear away some of the ‘flannel’? weed; worms for barbel and bream, and 
gentles and paste for roach, with wasp-grubs and scratchings for chub, wili, in 
my opinion, be about the correct thing under the present prospects. Weather 
to-night has cleared up very nicely ; every prospect of fine weather for these next 
Ee days, which will be better for both the angler and the farmer.—THu TRENT 

TTER. : 

Trent (Nottingham). 

During the week numerous anglers have patronised the river, and at 

Shardlow (Western) bream and roach have fed freely.—Coxon. 7 


Tweed and Teviot- 

During the past week the state of the river has not been such as might have 
been expected, and consequently very little angling has been engaged io, and 
few baskets of trout have been got. Owing to the rain of the past few days, 
Tweed rose fully a foot and a half yesterday, but no takes of any size were got, 
Salmon fishing has been very poor; although on Monday week, on the 
Sprouston water Mr. Charles Ross killed one fish, and on Wednesday last, 
he had a most successful day; killing halfa dozen, all good weights. On the 
Pavilion 20 salmon have been killed by Major General Heny and Captain 
Erskine. However, until we have a pretty good flood to bring more fish up 
the river, the sport must still remain poor. Tweed Net Salmon Fishings,— 
The produce at these fishings continues fair, although samon and grilse are not 
so plentiful as they were last week. Trout also are on the decrease, and over 
the whole, the best supplies are of grilse. The sea coast stutions, as a matter 
of course, are the most productive, and several of the fish caught have been 
upwards of 301lb. The yield in the riveris below the average. Prices yesterday 
were—salmon, Is. 4d.; grilse, ts. 6d.; trout, 1s. 3d.; at the corresponding 
period last year they were—salmon and grilse, Is, r1d,; trout, 1s, 6d. perlb,— 
MAXWHEEL KELSo. ; 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

There is very little doing at present, except in the evening, in this district. 
Just at dusk a few brace of trout or grayling may be piczed up by careful 
fishing, employing the smallest of flies and the finest of casts; but angling — 
during the daytime is a delusion anda snare, Itis too late in the season for 
clear- water worm and minnow fishing, so the angler cannot fall back upon 
those branches of the gentle art. An excellent pack of otter hounds have been 
scouring the upper portions of the Wharfe during the past week ; but although 
they scented game each day I have heard of no kill. To-day the weather 
appears to be changing, and more rain imminent. The August dun and little 
brown silverhorn are very strong at presenton the water.—FRANCIS M; 


WALBRAN. 
[ Received too late for insertion last week. | 


Much to.the chagrin of farmers who had not yet got their harvest gathered in, 
heavy rains commenced to fall in this district last Saturday night, -and con= 
tinued throughout Sunday almost without intermission ; the result being that 
on Monday the river Wharfe was in full flood. It is, however, getting too 
late for successful trout fishing, and itis full soon for the grayling to stir freely. 
Poor dishes, therefore, have been the rule; but I expect better sport may be 
experienced later on in the week, when the water has fined down. The present — 
season has been the worst for trout fishing that has been experienced in Wharfes — 
dale for some years.—F, W. WALBRAN. : | 

Witham. _ 

The late rains have suited the nike fishers on the Witham, and the stiffish 
wind we have had, on at least two days, has aided in the capture of many 
pike. At nearly every station on the river, from Lincoln to Boston, pike has — 
been taken, mostly of fairly good size. The best fish that I have heard of was 
one of 8} lb., obtained ina take of seven, made by a couple of gentlemen from © 
Bradford, who are staying at Tattershall. The whole of them were taken 
whilst spinning with dace. At Southery, Mr. Jamieson anda friend succeeded — 
in obtaining five, the best of which scaled upwards of 7 Ib., and the gentleman 
named grassed two more at Stixwould ona later day, as well as a perch of 
nearly 141b. At Bardney there was good pike taken and als» at the Hermit- 
age. At the latter point a Boston gentleman, I understand, hooked during — 
one day no less thana dozen pike, two of them heavy fish, but owing to his 
hooks being small and his tackle faulty, he only succeeded in bringing to bank 
three. The spinning bait was the lure in this instance. At Anton’sGowtand 
at Langrick a rare lot of nice pike were secured, some getting three, others a — 
brace each, whilst others again had to be content with odd ones. Manyofthe — 
pike fishers also got perch, and on the whole a good quantity were ki 
Several turned the scale at apound. One angler at Kirksteed landed a brace 
scaling 5} 1b., whilst using a spoon bait. Roaching was fairly successful, 
except in the district by the late angling match about Dogdyke, when they _ 
seemed to be a bit off. There was, however, a superabundance of eels. Some. ' 
of the best roach taken were made at Anton’s Gowt, where Mr. Tuxford anda 
friend one day got 266 fish, and another day, besides a lot of fine roach, they 
had a decent pike. Bream seem to have been quiet, but a good many tench 
have been victims, At the last-named place an angler had over 3 lb., and 
another at Stixwould had three scaling 7} lh.— YE YELLOW BELty. ; ne 


We had a very great quantity of heavy rain fall here on Saturday night aaae 


Wye and Derwent. isha. . 


and all day on Sunday, which caused both rivers to have high waters on them — 

on Monday. Since then good sport has been had all up and down the Derwent, _ 
with the bottom fishermen, and baskets from four to ten brace per angler have 
been daily made with wasps-grubs for baits. Sport with the fly, both on — 


and the thermometer stands at 48 degrees. There has been nothing done in 
the angling line by members of the Association this week,— WORCESTER, 


Torridge (Torrington). 

The river has had two big floods this week, but four peal were taken on 
Tuesday, and a few lots of trout and dace, and quantities of eels. We may look 
forward to have some good peal fishing when the weather and water clears 
-with a good chance for salmon. ‘Trout fishing will be good in the upper wate rs 
for the remainder of the season. 
raining at present. This will keep up the waters, and bring in lots of new fish, 


—Practican ANGLER. 
Trent (Newark). 


Since sending off my last report, we have had weather very uncomfortable 
for angling. Heavy rains caused the water to come on very high and thick, 
At the time of writing the water is clearing down very nicely ; in fact, it has 
been in fairish condition for worm fishing now for a day or two; during the 
latter part of last week a few fairish bags of fish were got, two anglers in the 
lower reaches getting a fairish bag of barbel. A few very good pike were also 


At Woodford Bridge and Sheepwash, it is | 


Friday and Saturday, was first class on all parts of the Derwent, and baskets 
up to ten brace per angler were made. One of our local hands killed twelve — 
brace on Friday, and 18} brace on Saturday, on the Derwent, with ash dun and — 
olive dun flies. Both rivers are now in good condition for fly fishing, and fly 
fishing prospects are looking flourishing for next week.—L. J. EATON. i 


Yare (Norwich). ji 
The bream now seem fairly on the feed in the lower reaches of this stream. 

At Cantley, and also at Reedham, four to five stone seem to be the average 
day’s catch by those who know the water. Roach fishing has been very un= 
certain, and some who are supposed to be very knowing have failed to get a 
knock hour after hour. I believe it is to be accounted for mainly on account 
of the weeds not being cut this year, and I anticipate first-rate sport among the 
roach as soon as the weeds begin to die down. The visitors to the Yare have 
not been so numerous as to the Bure. At all stations on the Bure they have 
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been full, and in some cases even had to refuse app'ications from anglers. On 
Monday last, a large party from Birmingham visited our waters at Brundall, 
put the weather was unfavourable, the wind being strong; and what with the 
elements against them and their want of knowledge of the waters, sport, of 
course, was not good. I should advise them next year, if they repeat the 
experiment, to apply to some local man fora li'tle guidance and instruction 
beforehand. The present weather is unfavourable for angling.—RoBerr 
MoLL. 
Yore (Hawes). 
We are now in the last month of the season, and anglers in this district are 
not losing any time. Water is in fine fly trim, but fish doing next to nothing. 
“Weather broken, and every prospect of good waters for the next few days. I 
am now fully convinced that the trout in the Yore are not all spawning at the 
sawe season, for I caught a female yesterday wi h the ova no larger than dust 
shot. ‘Lhe fish itself was in prime condition. This, to my mind, accounts for 
the fact of an occasional full-bellied fish being taken in the early spring. 
Flies : water hen (yellow body), grouse hackle (peacock pody), dotteril, snipe 
or moor poult bloas are good just now. I have a failing in my partiality for 
jhe moor poult bloa, because I find it a very deadly fly in a brown water. Care 
must be taken that the feather is not too light or large. I generally use a 
We. 2 hook, dres:ed hackle, with yellow body.— Jas. Corry. 








THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Tae weekly meeting, at Ashley’s Hotel, Covent Garden, on Monday evening 
Test, was presided over by Mr. James Pattissun. Amongst the members 
present were Dr. Coates, Messrs. F'. H. Lemann, I. R. Sachs, H J. Inder- 
wick, E. Foreman, T.N. Hanrrisson, Harden, James Lender (hon. sec.), &c. 


Mr. Hammack registered 41b. 8£cz. of chub, caught with the fly from the 


Ouse; Mr, R. 8. Fennings, 981b 10 0z. of roach and dace from the Avon; 
Mr. M.H. Blamey, 5 lb. 7 oz. of chub from Staines; Mr. Harden, 3 1b. 1 oz. 
of dace caught with the fly from the Welland; Mr. T. R. Sachs, one salmon, 
71b 8 oz.~ from Ballina; Mr. R. S. Fennings, a further take of 28 lb. 6 oz. 
of roach and 3 |b. of dace fromthe Avon. Mr, T. R. Sachs and Dr. Coates 
gave an interesting account of their trp to Treland, and stated as the nets were 
off the river the salmon were very plentif=l, jumping up in all directions, but 
would not take the fly freely. They only caught nine fish, the largest 12 lb., 
but any quantity of trout, perch, aud pike. Mr. Harden reported the fishing at 
Tempsford in the Ouse, was very good for chub with the fly, and there were 
plenty of pike andperch. A vote of thanks to the chairman closed the pro- 
ceedings.—B. 








NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The nvmber of visitors on Saturday was 32,817, making a total 
for last week of 112,101. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,556,616. 

THE PopunaR PaPER-KNIFE- AND THE NEW PARcELS Post.—Messrs. 
Charles Reynolds & Co., 6, Milk Street, Cheapside, send us a sample of the 
popular paper-knife, with the rates of the new Parcels Post printed on one side, 
and English and French measures and inland postal information. This paper- 


knife, which is exactly the same size and quality as the original one which has 


had such an immense sale, retails at half the price, viz., 6d. 

ConTINzNTAL GurpEs.—We have received from the Great Eastern Railway 
Guide Office ‘‘ A Trip to the Ardennes, being a Fortnight in Southern Bel- 
gium.’’? No. 1 of Holiday Handbooks, edited by Percy Lindley. The idea of 
giving for the modest sum of one penny a guidebook which contains all that a 
tourist really needs to know concerning the spot selected for bis holiday journey 
is a happy proof that such trips are no longer confined to the few, but are 
becoming the privilege of the million. The idea is well carried out, and we 
can give a good word also to the companion guides to the Moselle and Hol- 
land, and also to the tourist guide to the continent, which is very well done 


_ indeed, and excellently illustrated with sepia plates and photo-etchings. A 


few notes for anglers in connection with the rivers mentioned would make it a 
perfect guide. 
FIsHERY CONVICTION.—F. Finch has been convicted by the Kingston 


_ Borough Bench, upon the information of the river keepers of the Thames 


neti 





Angling Preservation Society, for snatching fish, and fined in the sum of 23s., 
including costs. The Bench informed the defendant if he came there again on 
a similar offence he wou!d be fined in the full penalty of £5. 
_ An UMBRELLA AS A FISHING INSTRUMENT.—Mr. Serjeant Tindal Atkinson, 
Judge of the Ringwood Courty Court, has just decided a rather novel point. 
An action was brought in the Ringwood Court by George King, a mason, 
against Edward Hurdle, a fisherman, to recover the value of an umbrella which, 
it was contended, was illegally detained by the defendant. The fa’ ts disclosed 
were of a somewhat peculiar nature. It appears that the defendant isa keeper 
appointed to look after certain preserved waters in the neighbourhood of Ring- 
wood, and on the gth June of the present year he caught the plaintiff fishing 
for eels in this water with what is called in Hampshire a fishing clod, which 
was described to the judge as a bunch of worms on one end of a long pole. 
When the eels have become attached to the worms, the fisherman, by a rapid 
movement, transfers them from the clod toa receptacle provided for the pur- 
ose, which receptacle takes many different shapes. On the occasion in question 
e plaintiff was using an open umbrella for the purpose of dropping his fish 
into, and the defendant took possession of his umbrella, acting on the authority 
given him by 24 and 25 Vic ,c. 96, s. 25, which gives a keeper power to seize a 
poacher’s fishing instruments. At the time it was seized the plaintiff had not 
caught any fish. ‘The plaintiff contended that the umbrella was not a fishing 
instrument, and therefore the defendant had no right to take it away from him. 
The judge said the statute was one which had to be very strictly construed, and 
the clause which gave the keeper power to seize a poacher’s instruments defined 
certain implements, viz., ‘‘any rod, any line, any hook, net, or other imple- 
ment.’’ The last few words meant any other implement partaking of the 
_nature of a rod, line, hook, or net. Inasmuch as he was called upon to construe 
this strictly, and seeing that the umbrella was not a rod, line, hook, or net, or 
other implement of the same nature, he must give judgment for the plaintiff. 


| Defendant asked whether the umbrella could not be looked uponas partaking of 
' the nature of a net? His Honour: No, certainlynot ; it wasnot taken into the 
| water. Judgment was accordingly given for the value of the umbrella, 


Groncr JAmzs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invites 


) WNoblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
"or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 


gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 


’ otthe best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d, per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 


attended to,—[Apvr.] 


THE AMERICAN PURSE SEINE NET. 


HE following communication has been addressed to the 
different centres of the Drift Net Fisheries by the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee of the International Fisheries 
Exhibition :— 
“30th August, 1883. 

“Tt has been repeatedly brought to my notice by various 
authorities who are interested in the Great Drift Fisheries of the 
United Kingdom that it would be most advisable that steps 
should be taken to enable our fishermen to see the practical 
working of the celebrated Purse Seine Net as used by the United 
States fishermen for the capture of mackerel, herring, and other 
fish usually caught by the drift net. 

‘“ One of these nets, together with a small working model and 
all gear connected with it, is on view in the United States Court 
of this Exhibition, and has been inspected by the highest possible 
authorities on the fisheries of the world, who have unanimously 
pone it to the most effective method of taking this class 
of fish. 

‘‘T am strongly of opinion that steps should be taken to hire 
one of the American fishing schooners that are employed in this 
special fishery to come over to the British coasts and visit to all the 
principal centres of the Drift Net Fisheries, and thus demonstrate 
to our fishermen the mode of working this net and its great 
effectiveness,. which has been done with such remunerative 
results in America. 

“I propose that the expense of this experiment should be 
borne by this Exhibition, as assuredly coming within its scope. 

“T have had an interview with Professor Brown Goode and 
Captain Collins, of the United States Commission, and it is sug- 
gested that the vessel should remain in the United Kingdom for 
some few months, and I am glad to say that they are most 
anxious to afford every possible assistance in the matter. 

“‘T shall be glad, therefore, if you will be good enough to 
place yourself in communication with those who are most inte- 
rested in the Drift Net Fisheries of your locality, with a view of 
ascertaining from them whether they view this proposal with 
approval, and that you would very kindly send to me the result 
of your inquir’es at your earliest convenience, as it is indis- 
pensable that the necessary arrangements should be concluded 
forthwith for tre dispatch of the vessel from the United States. 

‘Tam, SCs, 
(Signed) ‘* EDWARD BIRKBECK, 
‘‘Chairman of the Executive Committee,” 








GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


AN angling club, established in the centre of the fishing grounds of 
Norfolk and Suffolk upon the principles of true sport, of checking all 
evil practices, and of obtaining benefit and privilege to anglers, ought 
to acquire great prosperity ; but it is remarkable in the experience of 
most clubs how small an element opposed to any one portion of these 
principles can disturb, but at the same time not uproot, its foundation. 
The Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, in its graud desire of possessing 
and supporting the essentials of true Waltonianism, has not been 
without some little disturbance, and there can scarcely be a wonder 
at this when it is considered how loosely the practices of fishiag have 
been for years carried on in the fish farms of Norfolk and Suffoik, and 
when the great Thames and London Angling Club rules form the 
basis of its operations. The society still Jives—and will live—to break 
down all barriers so long as it enforces its present wise policy in the 
regulation of its affairs. Its success up to the present time has been 
good, and the executive feel grateful to the FISHING GAZETTE and 
individual friends for'the assistance that has been rendered to make 
the society substantially prosperous, The president, Dr. Mitchell, a 
thoroughly practical angler, continues to conduct its proceedings 
with great judgment and discretion. The energetic honorary secre- 

tary, Mr. James Lark, as a determined upholder of fair and honest 

angling, contributes both time and money in discharging the onerous 

duties attached to his office. The August Angling Competition, 
which took place between Cantley and Reedham, on the Yare, on 
Thursday, the 3rd of August, was regulated by sound conditions : 

one rod and line, two hooks only, float fishing or legering, legitimate 
bait, the sizes of fish those of the new Thames Fishery By-laws, all 
fish except jack to be weighed in, and to fish from 10.30 to 6 o’clock. 
There were seven prizes offered, the first a cup of the value of thirty 
shillings, the second fifteen shillings, the-third seven shillings and 
sixpence, the three next half-a-crown each, and the seventh wasa 
special prize of ten shillings, given by Mr. Archard, jeweller, King 
Street, forthe largest perch, and it was offered as a test to ascertain 
whether the river contained any quantity of that fish. The result 
proved that only two came to grief. Not unlike the days of London 
angling club competitions, the fish were not on the feed, and as there 
was no previous baiting of the rivers the takes were not very large. 
Substantial evidence, however, was afforded that this portion of the 
Yare contained plenty of bream. An angler came on shore with his 
boat at the end of the day with 75 lb. weight of bream, the largest 
431b. It was, however, apparent the whole of the fish had not been 
taken on that day, but was the united result of two days, the best 
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portion being caught on the second day. In the match of the Yar- 
mouth Piscatorial Society there were a dozen competitors, Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, the secretary of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society, accepting the duties of referee. The decision took place at 
the Reedham Ferry soon after 6 o’clock, the president and honorary 
secretary being amongst the competitors ; and at 7 o’clock the army 
of anglers wended their way to the Reedham Station for Yarmouth, 
first calling for some lubrication at the Eagle Tavern, Reedham, 
where the ‘‘Scotch”’ was found of good quality, the house at Reed- 
ham Ferry only supplying beer and aérated waters, The prizes were 
awarded as follows:—The first prize, consisting of a cup, to Mr. 
Bacon for about 10 1b. weight of fish; the second, a yacht clock, 
to Mr. Lowne; and the third, of fishing tackle, to Mr. Bayfield, 
The special perch prize was given to Mr. Lowne, consisting of an 
opera glass. The three half-crown prizes were not won, and it is the 
rule of this society that all prizes should be spent in fishing-tackle 
and other useful articles. B. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


By L. B. 





In my notes a week or two since I had occasion to refer to a case on the eve 
of coming off at Watford, the decision of which would prove of great interest 
to anglers generally. It appears that a Mr. Edward Mountain was summoned 
for fishing in water belonging to Mr. L. W. Fitzgerald, at Rickmansworth, 
on August I9th. Mr. Boydell prosecuted, and Mr. Overend defended. It 
was stated that the Watford piscators had also got a charge against the defen. 
dant for fishing in their preserved waters. After sundry evidence pro and coz, 
the chairman said that the bench had come to the conclusion that the case was 
clearly proved, and in order that the public might know that there was no 
right to fish there, they would inflict a fine of 5s., and £1 13s. costs. 

The monthly meeting of the United London Anglers’ Central Committee 
took place on Monday evening, the 3rdinst., Mr. S. Morgan presiding. There 
wa3 a fair attendance of club delegates present. Some business of importance 
was transacted, mainly connected with the preservation of the river Lea. 
Among the representatives from the West Central were Messrs, Field, Bon- 
voisin, Starr, and Jennings, and among the visitors Mr. R. Murphy, of the 
Good Intent Angling Society. The usual vote of thanks to the chair brought 
the meeting to a close at a comparatively early hour. 

Several grand vocal and instrumental concerts are being got up by various 
angling societies for the benefit of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent 
Society. Let us hope they will all be well patronised, and turn out the 
financial success they so well deserve. 

Readings in Angling Societies.— North-Western District Alliance: Mr. 
Bentley’s reading ‘*On the Sense of Pain in Fishes,’’ at the Duke of Corn- 
wall, anglers’ club house, on Monday evening, August 27th, proved in every 
sense a complete success. Mr. Hyde occupied the chair, Mr. Kettle the vice. 
The attendance was very fair indeed, and the interest manifested throughout 
in Mr. Bentley’s capital paper was unmistakable, and amply testified to by the 
animated discussion of the various points touched upon by the reader. There 
were present and among the speakers—Messrs. Crumplen, Marshall, Jennings, 
Starr, Parker, Lealand, Packman, Hillier, and Bonvoisin. Some capital 
microsc pes, kindly lent by Messrs. Crumplen and Bentley, formed a most 
interesting and absorbing study for those present. A hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Bentley for his capital paper, also .to Messrs, Crumplen, Bonvoisin and 
others who have taken a prominent part in these « anglers’ evenings,’’ and the 
usual vote of thanks to the chair and vice-chair, brought a most pleasant and 
instructive evening to a close. The next paper in this series goes to the 
North-Western Angling Society, at the Lord Southampton, Southampton 
Road, Haverstock Hill, N.W. “The name of gentleman reading and date of 
reading both to be duly announced in the F1isHING GAZETTE. 

The usual monthly meeting of the working committee of the West Central 

Association will take place at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker 
Street, on Friday evening, the 7th inst. There is a lot of important business 
to be dealt with, andit is hoped the delegates will meet early, 
' Last Wednesday, the 29th ult., I was witness to a most amusing and, to my 
thinking in its results, conclusive angling match. The con‘estants were Mr. 
J. V., of Sunbury, who was piloted by J. Stroud, and my friend, Mr. Herbert 
S., who had secured the services of George Hone, jun. The venue was Walton 
Deeps and though Mr. J. V. was afloat before we were out of our bedrooms, 
from whence we could distinctly hear the clink of Stroud’s rypeck on the 
gravel, had an opportunity of ‘securing the swim, and got something like 
twenty minutes extra of the best fishing to boot ; yet from start to finish the 
‘Sunbury veteran,’’ with his coarse tackle, hadn't the ghost of achance. The 
London man’s fine rig up (though it did entail the loss of a hook or two) scored 
the second swim down, and so on, till by nine o'clock (when time was called for 
breakfast) some seven or eight good bream had been welled, while in epite of 
much groundbaiting, Mr. J. V. had only the recollection of two tiny niboles to 
comfort him. After breakfast the contest was resumed with exactly the same 
result, till twelve o’clock, when the occupant of the Sunbury boat threw up 
the sponge in despair and made for home. 

Now comes the laugh. Barely were they out of sight before another 
punt came, pitched in their old swim, the occupants of which, with fine tackle, 
secured four dozen handsome roach, several of the fish scaling from 3 1b. to 
I lb. each. A return match is talked of, to come off at Chertsey shortly 
between the-same parties. Provided the water is bright, it is any odds the 
result will be the same, if the contest is, as on the last occasion, virtually and 
practically a case of ‘coarse versus fine.” 
_ Many of the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE are aware that Mr. T. Hoole 
is in the service of the London and South-Western Railway Company. He 
has been appointed to be station-master at Wraysbury, and, as this is promo- 
tion, all who know him will be pleased and congratulate him on his good 
fortune. At the same time, his new post will necessitate his resigning the 
secretaryship of the West Central Association, and, however able and courteous 
his successor may prove, Mr. Hoole will for a long time be sadly missed by 
the societies’ delegates, but more pacticularly by his brother officers on the 
executive, and by none more so-than the writer of these notes. 

[There will be a lot of tickets taken to Wraysbury, ifitis only to congratulate 
T. H. Is there any good fishing near Wraysbury? We seem to remember 
hearing stories of certain big roach and railway bridge swim.—Ep.] 






NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


\ X JE very frequently receive letters to be forwarded to writers 

in this paper, and would venture to point out that we 
have no objection to do this provided the cost of postage is 
paid. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

LowestTorr.—There is at Lowestoft, we are informed by a friend who lives 
there, in September.and Octoter excellent fishing for codlings and whiting 
from the shore. Fishing from the pier is uncertain, but from the beach is 
perhaps unequalled along the coast. We have not our correspondent’s 
name before us, as we sent his letter to Lowestoft ; but, doubtless, he will 
recognise this answer is intended for him in particular, though also for our 
readers in general. Lowestoft is Eon to good roach and rudd fishing also, 
and the air there is most pure and bracing. ; 

AMATEUR ANGLER.—It is difficult to say what bait chub will take best. It 
Cepends on the time of year. Now, you could not do better than try a 
small yellow frog; fish it in the Nottingham style, i.¢., let it go down 20 
yards or more away from you under the bank or boughs, where you expect 
achub, If you can use a boat, then adopt the plan described in our issue 
of August 25th. A dozen gentles on a perch hook, ‘‘flopped ’’ skilfully 
into the likely places, the angler being out of sight, will certainly fetch 
them. The tail of a river crayfish is also a grand bait for chub. Where 
chub are much fished for they become more critical and ’cute than any 
fish we know. i ’ . 

SALMo, Mark Lane, asks if he can, supposing he wishes to fish at a station 
beyond the last station on the line to which his privilege ticket extends, 
use his privilege ticket as far as it goes, and then pay the ordinary fare for 
the rest of the journey. We can see no earthly reason why he should not 
do this, but insert the query in case there may be some stipulation on the 
part of some railway company touching the matter, in that case we should 
be obliged if Mr. Hoole, or Mr. Hatfield, or Mr. Ghurney would inform 
us. Of course ‘‘ Salmo’ would have to get out at the privilege station to 
get a ticket for the unprivileged one, and he could not travel by any train 
which cid not stop there, and pay the difference at the end of the journey, 
this most probably would not be allowed. —ED. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


( We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





COARSE FISH CULTURE AT READING. . 

S1rx,—Thanks for your note of the 14th inst., in which you ask me to give 
you for publication ‘‘an account of how the committee of this association 
attained the ‘surprising success’ with the Lund box, with which we are 
credited in Mr. Wheeldon’s recently- published handbook on the ‘ Angling 
Clubs.””’ Ihave the greatest pleasuie in complying with your request, and 
hope that the following brief sketch of our first effort in this novel (to England 
and deeply-interesting branch of piscicalture may be of some use to others. 
have delayed writing you on the matter in the hope that I should see some 
account in the GAZETTE of the success of others who have this season been 
trying the ‘‘ Lund’’ breeding-box. I had understood that these efforts were 
no: so successful as could have been wished, and thought that by comparing the 
experience of others with our own I might be enabled to point oat wherein 
they had failed. ' 


I will not dilate on the enormous advantages of the artificial cultivation of — 
coarse fish, especially in the case of a river such as the Thames, where those ; 


‘“angler’s curses,’’ steam launches and swans, do such incalculable mischief. 


The importance—nay, the necessity of coars2 fish culture is admitted; and, 


therefore, I will simply address myself to the task of showing tha-, properly 
managed, it is not only simple and inexpensive, but successful beyond the most 
sanguine hopes. ee 


When you, Sir, first called attention through the columns of the FisHinG ~ 


GazeTTs to this question, my committee at once saw its importance. We 
were happy in having the assistance of Mr. Leonard Goodhind (one of the 
¢ mmittee), who had seen the Lund box at work in Switzerland some yea 

ago, and who kindly and most ably undertook the practical direction’ of the 
experiment, We had two constructed of elm from his drawings. They measure 
4ft. by 4 ft., and are 2 ft. deep, being caused to ride a few inches above the 
surface of the water by wooden ‘¢ floats.”” 
‘pitched ’’ inside and out, and have on the top a light frame covered with 
galvanised wire-netting. Having placed our boxes in a suitable backwater, we 
procured (by the kind permission of the owner of the water) 16 splendid 1 
from the Kennet, near Kintbury, and placed them in the boxes. ‘The numerous 
holes pierced in the sides and ends of the boxes unfortunately got clogged by 
confervoid growth (which has been unusually troublesome this season), and six 


aS Madan 


They are very strongly made, and 


of the fish died, Directly this was discovered we had the boxes out, and let — 
in perforated zinc, which was easily kept clean by brushing, and shifted all the 5 


perch into one box. I ought to mention that the boxes were lined with spruce 
branches. 
ova with which it was filled were a sight tosee. In box No. 2 we placed a 
vast quantity of perch spawn collected at Caversham after it had been deposited 
about two days. The result was marvellous. So far as the most minute exami- 
nation could discover, ‘every egg hatched,” and our ‘ output’? of perch fry 
amounted literally to hundreds of thousands, all of which appear to be doing 
well in the quiet, shallow back stream in which they are free from enemies, 
natural and artificial, and where they find plenty of food. The boxes were 
under the able charge of Henry Knight, one of our bailiffs. } 

Tattribute our success in the case of box No. 1 to procuring vigorous parent 
fish some little time before they were due to spawn, and keeping them healthy 
and quiet; in box No, 2 to removing the ova soon after it was deposited ; and 
in both to a continuous and thorough, but at the same time gentle circulation 
of water, Weare so thoroughly satisfied with our success that we intend to 
greatly increase the number of boxes next year, and to distribute them in every 
suitable locality in our district. May others do likewise, and get as good 
results. 

I may add that after the perch fry left the boxes we successfully hatched cut 


In box No. 1 all the perch spawned, and the splendid ribbons of © 


~ 


» answer best without qualifying his recommendation. 
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avery large quantity of carp spawn, which we procured from a lake in the 
neighbourhood by the kind permission of the owner. 

L have written this meagre account of our work under considerable pressure, 
) owing to want of time; but if it is not quite intelligible I shall be delighted to 
/ answer any questions to the best of my ability.—I am, &c., 3 

ARTHUR C. BUTLER, 
Hon. sec., Reading and District Angling Association. 

Great Western Hotel, Reading, August 2Ist. 





; A GOOD TAKE OCF BREAM AND ROACH IN THE 
ESSEX STOUR. 
S1r,—It may interest many of your numerous readers to let you have an 
' account of the above take which took place in the river Stour, at Bures, Essex, 
on Friday, the 31st ult. 
| Two gentlemen went out from here and caught ecightyesix bream, weighing 
| 180 lb., the time being five hours, viz., from one o’clock to six p m.; also Mr. 
i Thompson, of the Fight Bells Inn, here, who is one of the best 10ach fisher- 
/ men, 1 may say, in England (I may also add there is every accommodation for 
anglers, on the most reasonable terms and one is treated with the greatest 
civility), who took forty-eight rcach in the hour, turning the scales at 17 lb. 
. Any anglers wishing for a day or two's good sport I should recommend them to 
“pay a visit here.—I am, &c., A. M. B. 
P.S.—I am a visitor here, and am not writing this as an advertisement, but 
' for the benefit of anglers. . 
[We are much obliged to Mr. B., and feel sure many of our readers will also 
thank him for making known this quiet and likely spot ; and as it appears the 
/ Jandlord of the Eight Bells, at Bures, is himself a good angler, we have 
. pleasure in giving him this advertisement.—Ep. ] 


NIGHT-FISHING IN THE RIVER LEA. + 

S1r,—In answer to ‘‘Piscator’’? and your remark in last week’s FISHING 
GAZETTE on the above subject, the following, from the River Lea Fishery 
By-Laws, will explain :—Clause 11 states it shall not be lawful for any person 

to do any of the following things, that isto say: Section D. To fish for, or 

take, or attempt to take, any fish, except in the day-time, that is to say, 
' between the beginning of the last hour before sunrise and the end of the first 
‘\ hour after sunset.—I am, &c., R. GHURNEY. 





“ FENNELL’S BOOK OF THE ROACH.” 
Sim,— Will any brother angler kindly inform me where I can obtain a copy 
| of the above work?—I am, &c., Boo Be res 


nN 





STIFF RODS. 

Si1r,—Readers—especially youthful readers—are prone to consider whatever 
they see in print as gospel, and in consequence not infrequently adopt erroneous 
views. In the ‘‘ Advice to Young Fishermen,’’ which appeared in your last 

_ week's impression, I find it laid down somewhat dogmatically that stiff rods 
are in every respect superior to springy ones. ‘‘ Have your rods as stiff as 

| possible’’ is the summary of the advice given by ‘‘F.R.C.S.,’’ and that pre- 

' luded by a description of one of the writer's, which must have been about as 
elastic as a punt pole. 

Now, I have no intention of entering into a controversy on the respective 





merits of stiff and limber rods, but I wish merely to say that, in common with © 


very many good fishermen, I greatly prefer the latter, They are not only more 
artistic and elegant in use, but far more efficient. Such, I say, is my opinion, 
founded on fifty years’ experience. I merely state it that ingenuous youth may 
- made aware that on this, as on most questions, there are two sides.—I am, 
Cs Ss. S. 
[*S. S.”’ is quite at liberty to teach the young idea how to fish in the style 
he (‘*S.S.’’) prefers, but he can hardly expect an advocate of a springy, stiff 
rod to have a good word fora limber one. We maintain there 1s far more 
spring in a stiff than in a limber rod, though there is not so much bend, and to 
call a limber rod springy is a mistake if it means there is more spring than in a 
stiff rod. We know good anglers who use limber rods, and quite agree with 
_ ©S,S.’’ that opinions differ, and always will differ, as to which is best ; but 
surely “F.R.C.8.” is perfectly justified in recommending what he finds 
Again, there is sucha 
difference among anglers as to the meaning of ‘‘limber’’ and ‘stiff’? when 
applied to rods, that a rod one man considers stiff another considers.limber. I 
will be seen from what ‘“F.R.C.S.’’ said that he recommends a 
stiffer rod than we do, although we pin our faith to a light, stiff rod which 
springs from the hand, and yet has no double action about it. **S. S.’’ has not 
sent his name and address, but we insert his letter (contrary to our rule) to 
show him this paper is always open to the ‘‘ other side of the question,’’ and 
those who care to take it up.— Eb. : 


\ 


** SALOPIA’S”’ NOTES. 

Sir,—In the particular items of news respecting a catch of trout by two 
gents at Uffington, I may state that it was supplied me by a gentleman who 
has always furnished me with correct reports, and in whom I have always bad 
the greatest confidence (he having fished the Severn for thirty-five years at 
least), and I never found him give information otherwise than what he believed 
to be true‘and correct, and not over-coloured.—I am, &c., SALOPIA. 





THE ARUN AT FULBOROUGH. 

* _ Sir,—In your correspondent’s letter last week no doubt much he has written 

| 4s true; but from what I myself have observed, I must take objection to Mr. 
Harry Arnold throwing the blame entirely upon the anglers. My experience 


if and observation goes to show quite the reverse. First, with regard to the 


' robbing the orchards, I have heard this tale numbers of times for years past. 

No doubt our country friend, the farmer (he is a very old man), isa little 
» crazed upon this subject, and wil go on repeating this tale until the 
~ end. of his days. One worn-out old apple tree, surrounded by a 
_ very high wall, is the only orchard I have ever come across; but then I am an 
' angler, and only go by the side of the Arun, and this makes me think that the 
: ed that do harm are the anglers’ friends who roam all over the country, 
» but never think of fishing. I feel sure the same result would occur if the 
_ towing-path was closed and fishing put a stop to. The excursions would still 
|| go to Pulbo.ough and Amberley, for the railway authorities, finding it pay so 
. well, would never stop the train so long as they found people to fill if. I 
_ believe the trainis nowcomposed of two-thirds excursionists to one-third anglers. 
| With regard to the netting, I have frequently seen men with nets staked 

across wide ditches at the top of the tides, and using sticks to beat the fish 
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down into the nets. The result is always a take of fish. On one occasion, near 
Watersfield, I saw a man with 16 bream and some good roach. This kind of 
thing at every tide must keep down the fish._—I am, &c., 

206, Blackiriars Road, Sept. I. W. PorRTER. 

[What difference doesit make to the farmer whether the angler himself or 
his ‘friend ’’ steals the apples? The excursions are g/t up and advertis-d as 
‘* angling excursions,’’ and if anglers go and take ‘“‘{riends”’ with then, they 
should keep them in order.—ED. ] 





A SUGGESTION FOR PRESERVING THE ARUN. 

S1z,—I am pleased to find that the Rev Mr. King, Vicar of Bury, denies 
the netting upon nine miles of the river Arua, and that he cares very little for 
the privilege granted him, he not having used the net for the Jast three years. 
That he is not adverse to anglers his letter clearly proves. Then why should it 
not be possible for Mr. Clout (who has most at stake, and should be the man) 
to purchase this right—viz., netting the Arun. But if Mr. Clout cares moce 
for his excursionists than he does for anglers, then let the three associations 
take the matter in hand before it is too late, and if possible buy up the right 
and preserve the river for angling purposes. 

There may be difficulties in the way, but I believe they may all be overcome. 
So many miles of bank (I may say land) are covered at each moon by high 
tides, that anglers can do but little harm if they only keep to the river bank.—I 
am, &c., F. MAtcom. 

P.S.— Illegal netting could always be discovered by a good reward offered, 
and this would be a very easy matter for the angling associa ‘ions, 

[This is a good suggestion.—ED. ] 





COARSE FISHING NEAR MANCHESTER. 
Srr,—Would any of your readers be kind enough to inform me if there is 
any coarse fishing to be had near Manchester, free or otherwise >—I am, &c , 
XFRA, 


EDENBRIDGE, KENT. 

S1r,—Could you or any of your readers inform me whether there is any 
fishing to be had at Edenbridge, in Kent, and what sort, and whether free or 
otherwise, and full particulars >—Iam, &c., NOVICE, 

[Perhaps one of our Tonbridge friends will answer this.—Ep } 





CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES. 

Srr,—I have been a breeder of fowls for fly-fishing purposes many years, and, 
of course, feel interested in the articles upon Cutcliffe’s flies, the colours of 
which cannot be correctly conveyed in writing, and this is the cause of the 
comparative uselessness of most works on angling, the unique work of W. H. 
Aldam, Esq., being, I fancy, the only one based upon correct principles, ia 
which (as you are no doubt aware) patterns of the materials are given. I possess 
a copy of Cutcliffe, whose ideas coincide with my own; but ignorance of the 
colours of his dyed flax and feathers have prevented my trying his flies upon 
our rough streams, which are of a similar kind to those of North Devon. I 
should esteem it a favour if you or ‘¢ Rusty Game’’ would allow me to see a 
specimen of Cutciiffe’s feathers, which I would return by next post.—I am, &c , 

Sutton, Macclesfield, Sept. 1. W. T. HaRvDeERn. 

[The promised feathers are not to hand yet.—ED.] 


HOW TO FISH A “DRY FLY.” 

S1R,—I sometimes practice fishing with blowline and natural fly for dace, 
&c. Ihave tried the artificial fly, but find, afier being on the water a short 
time, if gets wet, and does not look much like a fly then, and yet I frequently 
see in your paper the term dry fly-fishing. Being a fly-fisher yourself, you can 
inform me how the fly is kept dry. Will you kindly do so in your next issue ? 
—Ian, &c., : J. F. Cooper. 

Shortmead Street, Biggleswade, Sept. 3. 

[We have no doubt ‘*F. R. C. S.” will touch on this point in his hints on 
trout fishing. It is not a difficult matter to make an artificial fly float. You 
simply dry it in the air after each cast by making several false casts in the air. 
You must cast the fly straight up, or up and across stream, so that it can come 
down on the surface quite naturally, and without being contro led by the gut- 
line in the least, as the least pull on it will often sink it. Suppose you see a 
fish rising ten yards above you upstream, you want to put your fly a yard above 
him, and let it float down naturally over him.—ED. : 








e PIKE SCALE FLIES. 

S1r,—I find the preparation of pike scales is a secret, as you said in the 
FIsHInNG GAZETTE; but Mr. Macnee most kindly sent me an outfit of scales 
ready for tying from 5, 8, and 20 lb. pike, andasked me, should I be writing to 
you, to request you to make it known that he was willing to prepare scales for 
bond fide amateurs. I think the proof he requires of the above is a note to 
that effect from the secretary of a respectable angling club.—_I am. &c., 

Ilkley. WATCHET. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Meaeditiectmae ines. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 

In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer ¢an require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healtky and 
buoyant condition :— F 

“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 
“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 

*“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

““ GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 

“ ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’ for Colds and Chills. 

“ CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. 

Price of Chest, with “ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid. Each artic'e can 
be had separately. ; ; : 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 

CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 
22, DORSET STREET. BAKER STREET, LONDON, w. 
AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 468 
NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-IRENT, 


anbentor and Datentee of the Netw Perfect 
Combination Reel. 


Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, Io, or II feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition ase, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any ion 
and superior finish. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38.; 3} inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 43 inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. 9d., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, Is. 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, 1d. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Not- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 34 inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, p:ice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, | 
price ISs. 

All gocds sent out that do nut give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 
free by post. 


THE 





THE CHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902, 


BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 eet, stand-up rings. Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Cartiage paid for 6d, 
extra. 

** Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottcm Fishing Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.’””—FisHinG 
GAZETTE. 

zryardgut cas 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s. 5d. 

per dozer ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn gi t manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per roo ; 2s. 3d. 
per 50. and 7d, per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long 1s. 1cd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 











Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 








RE) DD LPG 


t Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 














REUBEN HEATON’'S 
‘LITTLE GEM” 


POCKET BALANCE 


PARCELS POST, SPORTSMAN’S and 
HOUSEHOLD PURPOSES. 


Sold at Fishing Tackle and Ironmongery Establishments, 





Favourite Herses’ and other Hoofs Cured, Polished, and 
Mounted in various Patterns, 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 
UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOGH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 
My ANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 
and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri- tion, 
also to give information sespecting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet’’ Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


DIVISION 14. 


THE 
“ MACGNEE ” 


OFF TO THE MOORS 



































Every Sportsman who values ‘health and comfort 
should have his : 


BOOTS 


AND 


LEATHER LEGGINGS 


DRESSED WITH 


STRAWSON'S - | 
WATERPROOF 


REFORE LEAVING FOR THE 


M ©:@ Fe 


Sold in Tins at is., 2s. 5s., and 10s. each 


Sample Tins sent on receipt of Stamps. 
Carriage paid to any address, 


PIKE SCALE FLY. 


Wings made frem prepared Pike Scales, Genuine only 
from Inv. ntor, 
JAMES MACNEE, Bohally, Pitlochry (N.B.). 
Extract from “ Trout Fishing near Canterbury,’ by R. B. 
Marston, Esq. :— 
“‘T set great store by these Flies now, asI find they 
will kill when nothing else will.’’ 


Beware or Imirations 


3d. each. 


For a Hunéred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 











JOHN BLAKEY, 


SOLE PROPRIETOR, 
LADY ‘LANE, LEEDS: 





‘¢ The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness.””—British 
Workwoman. 
“Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”—The Rock, 











PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 


THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 
With the first issue aduary OaGa, of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 
will be - «blished a series of exhaustive essays on the 
FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FI8H. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 





THE ODOR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM! 


- - 4 
R oy 4 % 









The American Journal of Angling and Shooting. 

The Forrest anp Stream has a very extensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. Itstands at vhe head of all American 
publications of its class ; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with entertaining sketches of travel, camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natural ; 
Its departments are :— 


POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- | te snsrasn tone Natural History, 
Game Bag and Gun. The Kennel. ie 


TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 


Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. : ; 
The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred. Mather, 
the well-known angler and fisheulturist. ee 
The weekly numbers of the Forest AnD StReam annually form two 
handsomely- printed vo.umes of over 500 pages each. : 
Terms, post free, 2]s. per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 


CAPTURE. Published by the shies oo Sc asan Cosas Oncaa | 
ow, New . U.S. 4 # bi 
WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH | store soos te eee ee 
THEM, buildings, 188, Fleet Street, Tondon, who can supply 
: specimen copies, ; 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc. : 


Zz 
ou 


King’s Fish Preservative 


For the Preservation with all their Sheen and Brightn 
and Improvement, of Minnows, Dace, Reach, and cthi 
Natural Baits, and fir general use in the Pise 

. Museum, ? 
Highly recommended by the Editor of the Fisuinc GAzE 
é “A, R. I.E. L.,” and other leading anglers, 
In Packets, 6d. and 1s. each; by post, Sand: 

Stamps. ~ : ~ 


nT 


King’s Natural Bait. — 


Acknowledged to be the most successful known i 
‘| 


Tu American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life 3 reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of Amerizan writers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tur ANGLER, which is the only paper publisled in Ame= 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture, 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
252, BROADWAY, 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 

NEW, XYOREKSSGITYS “U.S A; 


LIVE PERCH FOR SALE, 


One and two year old, price 10s. per 100,—A pply 


to W. T. Sirk, Burghley Park, Stamford. 

[ MPROVED FARM. - FOR --SALE.— 
cuchern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, d 

house, stables, b.rns, &e. English Colony. A Ball aattice: 


lars from. A. M., cz f Editor, Fis 4 
Fetter Lane, 2,07 sey Seiten Msagne Gagerre, x2, 


! 
- 


A 
‘ 








ma 


4 





bottom fish, seldom failing to ensure a heavy creel. 
In Packets, 3d., 6d., and 1s. each; posta 


; extra. } 
To be obtained of the following tackle dealers amongst — 
others :—Messrs, Williams and Co,, Great Queen et 5 
Little and Co., Fetter Lane; Carter and Sos, St. John 
Street Road; Price and Co., Euston; Nash and Co, 
Hackney Road; Richards, Church Street ; Sowerbutts, 
Commercial Street ; Gold, Waterloo Road ; Smith, Hack- 
ney ; Martin, Cambridge Road; Young, Oxford Street; 
Read, Goldsmith’s Row, London; Nutting & Co., Birminge- 
ham ; O’Handlan & Co., Bristol ; Gaynor & Sons, Kiehmond ; 
Rice, Norwich ; Ramsbottom, Manchester; Kerry, d~ 
ing; Ramsbottom, Liverpool; Clough, Bath; Ashton, 
Sheffield ; Hardy, Sheffield ; Prickman, Exeter; Wilson, 
Shipley ; Booth,Hull; Slater, Newark, ( 


Wholesale of Messrs, ALLCOCK and CoO. — 


Wm. KIWG, Chemist, i 
1, NEW ROAD, COMMERCIAL ROAD, LONDON, oh 
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: 5 : 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c,, must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisuinc Gazatts, No, :2, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


- Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 





unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, 


Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of gocd faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 

Tue Fisuixc Gazerrz is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W. 
SI, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Anrual Sub:cription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s,; orpost 
Tee, 10S, éd, 


Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ct 
Tue Fisuinc Gazeite, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E,C. 


American Office and Agency, Mr, De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 


N.B,—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs. Simpson Low, Marston, anp Co., the Proprietors, 


The Fishing Gazette. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 115, 1883. 














THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


INLAND FISHING-TACKLE DEPARTMENT. 


M ESSRS. W. and H. FOSTER, of Ashbourne, Derbyshire (No. 

440 in Catalogue), as might be expected from the fact that 
they live in the midst of trout and grayling-fishing, appeal chiefly 
to the interests of fly-fishers, and they make a most creditable 
show. We have all heard of the pike-scale fly, but it was a 
novelty to us when Messrs. Foster showed us some flies with 
gauze-like wings made from the skin of mutton suet: We tried 
a couple of these flies on the Anton trout, but the wings came off at 
the third or fourth cast, which had to be long and strong ones to 
getat the fish. With a light limber rod, casting a short line up- 
stream with the wind, there would be no difficulty in keeping the 
wings on; but they would not stand much chance in the sharp 
teeth of a trout. We like their flies dressed with head down, and 
cock-winged flies for dry fly-fishing. Their patent steel-centered 
fly rod is an extremely neat little weapon, and throws a fly very 
nicely indeed. The butt has a fine bevelled steel core, which 
gives more spring and elasticity, combined with strength, than 
one could otherwise get out of a butt of the same size. Weare 


told these rods have been received with great approval by Derby- 


shire anglers. ‘They are fitted with the Ryder patent winch and 
fitting, which is the most perfect arrangement of the winch to 
prevent the line catching, and is very neat, and said to be liked 
by those who have tried it; it works inside the butt as it were. 
The price of a rod of this kind with this reel is 51s. 6d., either 
9 feet 9 inches, 11 feet, or 12 feet; without the winch, and with 
ordinary fitting, the price is 45s. Their 30s. fly-rod, with 
washaba butt and rest greenheart, is extremely light. They have 
some of the finest tapered whole gut casts we have ever seen, 
made from 16-inch lengths of gut guaranteed not drawn—the 
very thing for big fish. Their salmon-flies range in price from 
5d. to 2s. zd. each. Foster’s new fly-book is a good idea; it is 
made somewhat on the principle of a tailor’s pattern book, in 
which the side of the page forms the hinge of the next, and they 
thus fold up one on top of another, so that a page of parchment 
comes opposite a page of flannel with a parchment leaf in 
between. Their fly-maker’s scissors at 1s. each are very useful 
little articles. The second revised and enlarged edition of the 
“Scientific Angler,” by David Foster, is a work they may well be 
proud of, and we are glad to see that the high opinion we ex- 
pressed of it when it first appeared is fully borne out by the 
wonderful success it has had. 

No. 436 represents a small case of Mr. Wigley’s, of Cheltenham, 
registered and now celebrated Gloucestershire spinners, ranging 
in price from rs. 6d. to 5s. The spin of this bait is perfect, and 
its great strength makes it admirably snited for the angler who 


fishes rocky and rapid streams at home or abroad. Near this case 
is an exhibit of Houghton’s “British Fishes,” and many other 
works on angling, shown by Mr. Mackenzie, of Edinburgh and 
London. 

Mr. M. Rogan (No. 453), of Ballyshannon, Ireland, exhibits 
ie excellent Castle Connell rods, and salmon and trout 

ies. 

Messrs. Eaton and Deller (No. 445), of Crooked Lane, London, 
are one of the oldest first-class London firms. Their goods have 
deservedly a great reputation among our best trout and salmon 
anglers, They tie flies on Mr. Hall’s hooks as well as any house 
we know, and their rods are of beautiful workmanship and 
thoroughly reliable in every way. » We regret to say that they have 
had two silver medals stolen from their case. 

Mr. James Macnee, of Loch Side, Pitlochry (No. 478), exhibits 
his very capital pike-scale flies, which we have so often referred 
to inthis paper, and used with success—they range in price from 
38. to 6s. per dozen. He has also amost ingenious spinner, in 
which beads are arranged on wires. 

Dr. Brunton exhibits a small case of his bayonet-pointed hooks, 
made by Hutchinson, of Kendal, and Court, of Redditch. We 
notice that Messrs. Milward’s sail needles are made on this prin- 
ciple of the three-sided blade. 

Messrs. Hemming and Son, of Windsor Mills, Redditch (No. 
503), have a general exhibit of their general goods; and Mr. 
Ogden Smith (No. 434), of Clapham Junction, shows some most 
excellent flies and well made fly-rods, which, however, we could 
only examine through the glass case. 

Mr. J. W. Martin (the ‘‘ Trent Otter’’), of 4, Northern Buildings, 
Lover’s Lane, Newark (No. 490 in Catalogue), exhibits some rods 
and tackle of his make which, if not quite so showy as they might 
be, will be found none the less serviceable, and are very cheap, as 
Mr. M. goes in especially for supplying the requirements of 
working men anglers. 

Some charming designs in glass of fish and other subjects in 
the shape of water jugs, flower holders, &c., are exhibited by 
Messrs. Phillips and Pearce, of 155, New Bond Street. Their 
show is near to Messrs. Barfleet’s case. 

Messrs. Gaynor and Son, of Richmond-on-Thames (No. 492), 
have a general and attractive little exhibit. Their ‘“‘ pocket line 
chest,” fitted with lines for roach-fishing, isa good idea. They 
paint their leads for traces, plummets, &c., a dark green colour, 
also the ‘‘ Yarde” tin creel. They have a ringless rod, in which 
the line passes up the centre, and also exhibit the FisHine 
GAZETTE live bait float and Fisuinec GAzervE lead, both of which 
can be put on or taken off the line without unfastening a single 
loop in the trace. We noticed a split-cane rod in their case, also 
the ‘‘ Wheeldon” barble hook—and there is none better; the 
“‘ Jardine” live bait snap tackle, and some excellent large porcu- 
pine floats—the largest we have recently seen. By the sidé of 
their case is an interesting collection of the eel pots, lampern traps, 
&c., which they make for use in the Thames, and preserved 
specimens of lamperns taken at Teddington Weir by the Kemps. 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR. T..HOOLE. 
To the Editor of the FISHING GAZETTE. 


S1k,—It is with deep regret that { learn, by the note in your last 
number, of the loss the West Central Association have sustained in 
the resignation of their hon. sec. (Mr. T, Hoole). We must all 
rejoice at his promotion ; but I fear that his gain is our loss. I hope 
no time will be lost in forming a committee to invite subscriptions 
towards a testimonial for him. We all know how hard he has worked 
for the benefit of the London anglers, and, although we cannot repay 
him, we can at least show that his labours on our behalf are appre- 
ciated. Trusting that a moye will be at once made, and of the issue I 
have no doubt, c 
I remain, yours truly, 

GAD-ELY. 

[We quite endorse what ‘‘ Gad-fly’”’ says, and have much pleasure 
in promising to subscribe towards this testimonial, and to do all we 
can to help the committee to make it a substantial recognition of 
services which, as we can testify, have been as valuable as they have 


been ungrudgingly given.—ED.] 








THE NATIONAL FISH CULTURE ASSOCIATION. 


AT a meeeing of the Council of the above Association, Mr. William 
Senior in the chair, at the suggestion of Mr. R. B. Marston, it was 
decided that steps should be taken with a view to commence practical 
pisciculture this season, and a sub-committee was appointed to visit 
certain places on the River Colne which might be suitable, and report 
to the Council, he tats lal 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


A CHARMING FAIRY BOOK.* 


Tus is really a decided advance on the run of fairy stories which 
are published nowadays. Its treatment is original, and it cannot 
fail to accomplish the task set it by its author. Mr. Tavlor—who 
is an enthusiastic angler, by the way, and throws his fly in this 
fairy story very cleverly—says he will consider himseif as paid if 
the book elicits only ‘‘ one peal. of silv’ry laughter” from some 
“little man or maiden.”” We think we can guarantee a good 
many peals whenever it finds its way into the nursery to delight 
the little folk. We can recommend it as an excellent child- 
soother—an invaluable thing sometimes. 


IN THE HIGHLANDS 
OF SCOTLAND.t 


(utsis oneof the brightest little things in the way of tourist literature 
we have ever come across. It is written in a crisp, incisive style, 
which in a few words places before the reader equally well some 
fine picture of Highland scenery, or lays open the eccentricities 
of humanity met with ex sou/e. The whole is spiced with some 
sparkling little anecdotes and stories, for the most part new if 
not true, and equally good whether new or true. Here and there 
we find notes proving that both author and editor are anglers, 
and they cast a line in every now and then for the benefit of 
anglers who may be fortunate enough to ‘go a-fishing”’ in the 
lovely Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 


RAMBLES AND ISLANDS 


, 





MORE GRAYLING FLIES. 


Mr. 8. Hewartn, artificial fly maker, 184, Etation Street, 
Burton-on-Trent, himself a very. clever fly-fisher, especially for 
grayling, sends us samples of his make of 


The Burton iron blue. 
The gold spinner. 
The primrose. 

The needle. 

The black gnat. 

The orange dun. 

The gold earwig. 


These are all good flies. The black gnat is an excellent pattern ; 
it will be on the water thick enough soon, to the joy of the fish 
and horror of the angler. We wish Mr. Howarth would dress 
this fly much smaller, as it is as near an approach to the ‘‘cuss” 
as we haveseen. ‘The Burton iron blue is an excellent fly,” 
Mr. H. says, ‘‘when fishing the Trent, Blythe, or Dove. I never 
omit this fly and the gold spinner from my cast, andon the zndand 
3rd of August I had very fair sport on the Manifold among the trout 
with the Burton iron blue.” Mr. H. evidently knows our weakness 
for fine gut. Our difficulty now is to get flies dressed on gut as 
fine as the cast, and nothing is more disheartening that to find 
the fish taking some fly well and all your representations of it 


tied on stout gut. The best plan then is to use the killing fly as 
a dropper. 





HEARDER’S NEW “DUPLEX” SPINNING BAIT. 


Messrs. HEARDER AND Son, of 195, Union Street, Plymouth, 
have brought out a new bait for mackerel, pollock, bass, lythe, pike 
&c. Mr. H. says: “ The shape is not new, as we introduced it some 
years ago, but the ‘duplex’ affair is new ; in fact, you are the first 
I have sent one to. It is contrived so as to counteract the 
friction in spinning, You are aware that however well a spinner 
is made, there is always a certain amount of friction, which causes 
the gut to twist and foul. Our new ‘duplex’ is so arranged 
that the front part turns to the right and the back part to the 
left, both revolving on the same wire, and one movement counter- 
acts the other, and so prevents the wire being turned at all or the 
gut twisted. Another advantage is the double flash in the water. 
Sree made of German silver, and can be cleaned up like 

Le. 

We have tried the bait, a 
and is all Mr. H. claims it 
8d. in stamps. 


nd it is extremely simple and ingenious, 
to be. He will send one, post free, for 


* Dot's Diary ; or, Banished from Fairyland 
Author of ‘Chess Chips,” «* Through Time and § i 

‘ g Ss ” . 
pres OL " ay R.S.A. London : Griffith ree pe pat Piet 
Saber ited and En arged by Aliquis. i ge Sine Ross aud Co., 115, Renfield 
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GREAT YARMOUTH AQUARIUM. 


THE Royal Aquarium at Yarmouth has become a great attraction to 
the seaside visitors. It is now an elegant building, and under able 
and efficient management. When it was opened in September, 1877, 
it was in every way incomplete. The original desigr was onty 
partially carried out for want of the necessary means, and up to list 
yearitso remained. The enterprise was unsuccessful, and it at Jast 
came to the hammer, when the building was purchased by four gentle- 
men of Yarmouth for a comparatively small sum. Having obtained 
the consent of the Corporation for an alteration of the plans, which 
they had previously sanctioned, a sum of £10,000 has been expended 
in enlarging and improving it throughout, and it may with truth be 
said to be one of the largest, most complete, and most comfortable 
places of enterfainment in the Eastern Counties. The building as it 
now stands is an imposing ornament to the North Beach, very near 
to the Britannia Pier, reflecting largely to the credit of the architect, 
and to the spirited enterprise of the proprietors. The internal arra nge- 
ments may be said to be thoroughly changed. On the site of the old 
dingy, dark-looking hall where the amusements used to be carried on 
there is now constructed an elegant, light, and commodious enter- 
tainment hall, with stalls, pit stalls, and a spacious gallery, altogether 
capable of holding several thousand persons. At one end is the 
stage, handsomely fitted up with beautiful scenery and footlights, and 
a magnificent drop-scene, representing the new: Town Hail with the 
quay and bride to the South Town Station of the Great Eastern 
Railway. In front of the stage there is an orchestra and a first-rate 
band belonging to the company. In addition to this important altera- 
tion the proprietors have erected what is termed a minor hall, though 
of large dimensions, which can be utilised for large banquets and 
balls. The refreshment department has been considerably augmented 
in its accommodation, and the contractors, ~Messrs. Pullen and 
Nightingale, are admirably carrying out their work in making it 
atiractive to all classes of seaside visitors, that portion of the building 
having now a separate outside entrance. Under the personal 
and courteous superintendence of Mr. Nightingale dinners are pro- 
vided, with hot joints, two kinds of vegetables, bread, cheese, &c., at 
fifteenpence each; and in the first-class dining hall for twoshillings, 
with other additions. So perfect and complete is the management of 
this department that at half an hour's notice the contractors are pre- 
pared t> supply luucheon for over one hundred persons. It is there- 
fore satisfactory that this department is so well managed, and it is to 
be hoped that it will meet with every appreciation. 

As regards the aquarium portion of the building, it would be unjust 
to offer criticism, as the tanks have been so long neglected, and the 
able and excellent manager, Mr. P. W. Taylor, who was formerly at 
the Brighton Aquarium, has had little or no chance since the re- 
opening in July last of stocking them with fish, especially as some of 
the tanks are much out of repair, From Mr. Taylor’s well-known 
abilities in this direction there can be no doubt before another season 
all will be complete. And in regard to freshwater fish, both Dr. 
Mitchell and Mr. Lark, of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, are — 
giving all the assistance they can to supply the freshwater tanks with 
the various species of fish suitable to them. Mr. Taylor has, however, - 
snstained kis reputation as a public caterer in providing first-class — 
entertainments, and through him the Royal Aquarium at Yarmouth 
has achieved a wonderful success, The large and spacious hall,as © 
before described, is nightly crowded with appreciative audiences, and the 
attractions have become quite the talk of the place. With such © 
artistes as ‘‘ The Girards,’’ ‘‘ The Brothers Victorelli,’’ ‘* Lieutenant — 
Cole,” ‘*‘ Mr, and Miss Connolley,”’ ‘‘ Mr. Maclagan,” and others in _ 
a combined entertainment, the visitors at Yarmouth have been pre- Si 
sented with such an array of talent that has hitherto been almost un- 
known inthe Capital of Bloaterland. These entertainments must be — 
attended with great expense, and Mr. Taylor acts very wisely in ~ 
incurring it as the sure and certain means of acquiring support, and ~ 
making the RoyalAquarium at Yarmouth a substantial and permanent _ 
success. To be niggardly and sparing in catering for the public is 
always a cause of failure. 4 

' 


Tur SvuccessFun ARTIFICIAL CULTURED Oysrers.—Professor oe 


Pie 





Goode, the Commissioner of the United States to the International Fisheries 
Exhibition, has just received a telegram from Professor Baird, the United States 
Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, to the effect that Mr. Ryder, the Embryo~ 
logist of the Fish Commission, has finally solved the problem of the culture of 
oysters from artificially-impregnated eggs, and that on the 4th inst., at the 
Government Station at Stockton, Maryland, there were many millions 0 
young oysters three-quarters of an inch in diameter, wh’ch had been hatched | 
from eggs artificially impregnated forty-six days before. This fact is of the 
utmost importance to oyster culturists throughout the world, as from a single 
oyster several millions of eggs can be obtained by the planting of the artifically 
reared spat ; thus, oysters may be produced in practically unlimited quantities in 
any sheltered estuary in temperate climates ; and localities in which oysters do 
not grow, can, with great ease, be stocked by seed transplanted in bulk while 
very smal. It may be added that oysters were artificially impregnated in — 

4 

| 









America by Dr. Brooks, of Baltimore, in 1879; but the difficulty hitherto met 
with in hatching them has been to prevent the young oyster from escaping, and 
being lost immediately after they are hatched, since the spat passed through — 
the meshes of the most finely-woven fabrics, such as flannel. This sounds almost © 
too good to be true. P e 


: af 
GrorGE James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derhyshitc, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who'can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 
of the best fishermen of the day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices” 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvz.] 3 a‘ 2 ; <n 


SS 


at their destination. 


the water in the broad reaches of the Yare into foam, 


Sepr. 15, 1883] 





BIRMINGHAM ANGLERS ON THE YARE. 


Tur cheap excursion for anglers, which had been extensively advertised in 
Birmingham andits district, by Messrs. Cook’s well-known tourist agency, took 
place on Monday, when about eighty fishermen availed themselves or the cp- 
portunity offered by the firm, who undertook to convey them to Brundall, a dis- 
tance of upwards of 200 miles, for the very reasonable return fareof 5s. 6d. At 
the hour of departure of the train, which left the New Street Station, Birming- 
ham, at a few minutes after Sunday midnight, the weather was stormy, and the 
disciples of the rod, who put in an appearance, must have been plucky indeed 
to indulge in so long a trip with every prospect of bad sport when they arrived 
The train reached Brundall at about six o’clock on Mon- 
day morning, when the aspect of affairs seemed anything but inviting. A 
strong gale which blew with the unabated voilence of the previous day lashed 
and to make 
things more unpleasant still the tide was high, consequent upon the advent of 
the new moon. The excursionists, however, were not deterred by these adverse 
circumstances from making preparations for their enjoyment. At Messrs. 
Flowers’ boating and fishing station the strangers found every convenience ia 
the way of craft, and those who made their way to Coldham Hall, partook of a 
substantial breakfast prepared for them by host Brown, who also had a good 
supply of boats to place at their disposal. By seven o’clock the whole fleet was 
afloat, and then commenced the exciting work of persons unaccustomed to 
fishing from boats, getting their craft into position in the teeth of a gale. Mr. 
Brown informed us that he specially engaged a competent man for the purpose 
of instructing the visitors as to suitab'e spots at which to moor, but when we 
arrived on the scene of action we saw at once that they had decided to rely 
upon their own resources. Some had actually taken up a position in the middle 


_of the river, with the boat athwart the stream, while the heavy swell caught the 


broadside of the craft, and every now and then sent the spray over the would- 
be fishermen, rendering their position unpleasant if not posiiively dangerous. 
Others adopted extreme measures, and either fished from the margin of the 
water way or from the bank of the river wherever they were able to obtain a 
footing on the marshy ground. With one or two exceptions all used running 
tackle, with ab ut seven feet of slack line, and but very few angled in anything 
like calm water, although as we paddled our canoe off the right bank we went 


- through several reaches, in which splendid ‘lees’? could be obtained. The 


wind became more boisterous towards noon, and big masses of clouds drifted 
across the heavens and occasionally discharged{heavy, but fortunately very brief, 
showers of rain. The boats continua!ly broke away from their moorings, but 
still with exemplary fortitude did the men of Birmingham persist in their 
‘*sport.’’? A few, very few, fish fell to each boat, but what surprised us the 
more was the fact that any were taken at all. Mr. H. Jackson, fishing tackle 
maker, of 79, Hockley Hill, Birmingham, was one of the more lucky ones, and 
weighed in with between twenty and thirty pounds of roach, all of which ran 
small. Shortly before seven o’clock in the evening the boats returned to the 
stations, and it is satisfactory to note that each man appeared to have 
thorough'y enjoyed himself. The return train left Brundall at 7.30, and was 
timed to reach Birmingham at about two o’clock on Tuesday morning. If at 


_any future time anglers from a distance should visit our river we can only 


~ 


blank days. 


miast. 


express a hope that more favourable weather may reward their enterpri e.—The 
Norfolk Mail. 








A NEW ZEALANDER’S TROUT FISHING RECORD. 
A CoprESPONDENT in Dunedin, Otago, New Zea'and, writes: ‘‘ A friend who 
kept a note of his fishing during last season has allowed me to take a copy, 
which I irclose for your edification ;— 

‘Between the 12th Octuber and 9th November, 1882, I had three days’ 
fishing in the Kuriwao, and 17 in the Waipahi. Two days on the Kuriwao 
and seven on the Waipaho were blank days. One day I fished a short time in 
the Pomahaka, near the mouth of the Waipahi, but only got two small trout 
with minnow. 

« Kuriwao.—Two blank days ; 1 day, 1 trout (fy), 3} 1b. Waipahi.— Seven 

blank days; 10 days, 28 trout (1 with minnow, 4}1b.; and 27 with fly, 
59 lb.). Pomahaka.—One day, 2 trout (nianow) 1}1b. Making a total of 31 
trout, weighing 68} 1b. 
+ “© The weather was generally cold and windy. One dull, mild day the trout 
rose better than I have ever seen them in this country. Having a stiff, sbort 
rod, and very fine tackle, several good trout broke. My total was only six 
trout, 14%1b. ‘The heaviest was 5 1b.; all caught with grouse hackle. 

‘On the 4th December I returned to Waipahi from Southland, and between 
that date and the 18th had eight days fishing with fly. None of these were 
After this I went to C'inton and had one day fishing on the 
upper waters of Waipahi, which was very small and full of green weed, but 
did nothing. On the 19th I returned to Waipahi and found the river rising 
I used a blue phantom and killed 6 trout, 19 1b. The following day the 
river had fallen considerably, but was still coloured. I fished up from the 
hotel, and before one o'clock had killed 8 trout, 301b. The heaviest was 6} 1b., 
two of the others were 5}1b. each. The following day I fished above Arthurton 
and killed two very finely-conditioned trout. On the 23rd I left for the Toi 
Tois. Waipahi, 4th to 23rd December —Two blank days; 8 days, 14 trout 
(fly), 4121b. ; 3 days, 16 trout (minnow), 56 1b. ; making a total of 97¢1b. With 
artificial fly | had some good sport, killing 2 trout of 5}1b. each, and 1 of 
5lb. The flies I found best are—early in ‘season, grouse hackle and black 
spider; later on, black gnat and quill gnat. 

«Between the Ist ana the 2oth of February I fished chiefly with the cricket 


and minnow in the Waipahi and Pomahaka, near the junction. About an 


equal number of the trout were killed in each river. Best day at junction, 5 
trout with cricket, 19]b. (one 61b.). Waipahi and Pomahaka February Ist to 
zoth.—Five blank days; 12 days, 34 trout (with minnow and cricket), 937 1b. 
Oa the 20th February went to Kelso and remained there till the toth March, 
when I went to Conical Hills Station. Pomabaka, 20th February to roth of 
March—Three blank days; 12 days, 79 trout (cricket and minnow), 1261b. 
The best takes I made were near the hotel at Kelso, or just below Gorge, 
chiefly with cricket—r1o trout, 15lb.; 15 trout, 143]b ; 12 trout, 8 Ib. 
Leitholm.— One day, 2 trout (cricket), 71b. Apparently not many trout in 
this creek. 

‘On the r2th March and three following days I fished with minnow (natural) 
and cricket, and killed 43 trout, 811b. After this the rivercame down dirty, 
and sport was poor. On the 21st 1 went to Waipahi, and the next week was 
dreadful—gales and rain. No sport at all. : 

“On the 28th I went to Otaria, getting there late in the afternoon, andin 2} 
hours in the evening killed 5 trout, 15 1b., with natural mionow. These were 
the finest-looking trout I have seen in the country, and very red in the flesh. 
On the 29th walked to Pukerao, and returned to Waipahi, killing one trout 
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with misinow in the evening —-th2 last of the season, as the next day I lett for 
Toi Tois. 

* Pomahaka, 12th March to 21st March, 1883.—Nine days, ¢2 trout (minsow 
and cricket), 102 1b. Waipahi, 21st to 28th.—A,. blank week; I day, I trout 
(minnow), 251b. Otaria, 28th March.—One evening, 5 tout (mionow), 15 1b. 
Kuriwao, 1 trout, 2} 1b.; Waipahi, 58 trout, 16141b. ; Waipahiand Pomahaka, 
36 trout, 94$1b.; Pomahaka, 79 trout, 1261b.; Pomahaka, 52 trout, 102 1b. ; 





_ Otaria, § trout, 151b. ; Leitholm, 2 trout, 7 lb. ; Waipaha, 1 trout, 2}lb. Total, 


234 trout, 512 Ib. 
“*The above killed on 59 days, 22 blank days, and a blank week at end of 
season, but I don’t remember how many days I fished in it. 
SW. ME LLrOn.) 





CLUB REPORTS. 


? ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIRETY. 
Since my last report [ beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of Ss. 
donation from Master J. A. Crumplen.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fished a match at Bourne End to Great Marlow 
on the gth inst. We had the greatest muster we have had this season. Very 
few fish were taken. None of the prizes were taken owing to the heavy weight 
fixed, The following weighed in:—Messrs. W. Stockman, C. Hedges, W. 
Crane, E.F. Sampson. Mr. H. Martin had a nice show from Woking, and 
G. Austin from Richmond. The thanks of all members are due to Mr. G. 
Edwards for the able manner in which they were conveyed to Paddington. Mr. 
Bares prize will be fished for on the 23rd at Egham.—A, SAMPSON, jun., 
hon. sec. 


BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Tuesday last a committee supper in connection with the above Associa- 
tion took place at the Club House, White Hart Hotel, when abou; 20 members 
and friends sat down to a sp endid repast supplied by our worthy host, Mr. W. 
G. Leigh. The chair was most ably filled by our worthy president, Mr. J. 
Hadden, and the vice-chair by the vice-president, Mr. H. Inch. After the clot 
had been'cleared the chairman remarked that this was merely a social gatherinz, 
but he should only be too pleased if anyone conld suggest anything for the 
welfare of the Association. It was then suggested that a contest shoald take 
place at Bradford-on-Avon on or about the second week in Octobar, which will 
be decided at our next committee meeting. Some capital songs were sung by 
visitors and others, and a most enjoyable evening wis spent. New tab'ets for 
the ensuing year are now heing issued, and oi] members should app y to the 
secretary at once, as there are a great many new members waiting t) j)n. 
Members kindly note Rule 3.—LEw:is WRID3, sec. 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Oa September 2nd Mr, Syddell saved the c'ub from a blank with a few roach 
and perch from the Stort. Oa September 9th a few of the m2mbers competed 
for two prizes at Broxbourne; Mr. Powell, jun., won the _ first 
with roach; ‘Mr. Powell, sen., second, with roach Mr. J. Kerry 
had anice, jack, 531b., from the Roden; Mr. Reeves, some good chub 
from the Stort; Mr. B. Smith, dace and roach from Wa tham; Mr. C, Lamb, 
roach, perch, and dace from the Stort.—T. G. WALKER, 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the gth, bream and roach from Dageaham, Mr. Casted, 3 lb. 2 oz. ; 
Mr. Nitz, 1 lb. 12 oz.; Mr. Chambers, roach and dace from Amberley, and 
Mr. Davis, roach from the Stort.—Cas. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society fished at Weybridge on Sept. oth for five 
prizes, presented by Messrs BH. Wilson, H. Smith, and W. Maslin. All the prizes 
were taken. Mr. R. Banfield, 1; Mr, L. Boisseau, 2; Mr. E. Wilson, 3; Mr. 
R. Wellman, 4; Mr. A. Ipps, 5, The next prizes, presented by Messrs. Thora 
and E. Wilson, will be fished for from the 24th to the 3oth inst. for the heaviest 
gross weight. All fish to weigh, one day only.—E. W1130N, sec. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Result of match fished at Welsh Harp 01 the 9th. “We had a very fine 
show of bream taken by the following memhe:s:—Messrs, Ha:lows, 1 ; 
Batchelor, 2; Cox, 3; Baker, 4; Salmon, 5; and Stead.—C, REEVES, 
Secretary. 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

I have not had much to reporc for the last few weeks. The only members 
having fair shows were Mr, Neagus, roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. Penn, 
bream and roach; Mr. Welch, roach, perch, and dase ; Mr. Wilcockson, verch 
and rudd; Mr, Johnson, bream; W. Attridge, perch; and Messrs. F. and 
W. Long, jack. Mr. Wilcockson won Mr. Neagus's prize for the gross weight 
of perch taken in August, and Mr. Johnson won Mr. Welch's prize for the 
Jargess bream taken in August. A special general meeting will take place on 
Thursday, Sept. 20th. Ail membe’s are requested to attend early, as business 
is very important. —W. H. BurwasH, jun., sec, 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above went out for the second time on the 9th inst., 
Ponder’s End, to fish for the prizes, with the following result :—Mr. Harris, 
first, a handsome timepiece; Mr. Baxter, second, 8s.; Mr. Allen, third, 
fishing lamp; Mr. Avon, jun., 4 lb., table lamp; Mr. Adeane, one of our 
honorary members, took a prize of ten shillidgs, bein g the only prize taken 
on September 2nd,—J. Avon, sec. ; 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The show of fish at the above club on the gth instant, considering the 
brightness of the water, was very good. The principal takes were had by the 
following gentlemen:—Mr. G. Stevens, bream and roach; Mr. E. Nathen, 
bream and roach; Mr. H. Bentley, roach; Mr. J. Wray, jack; Mr. R. 
Money, jack.—F. G. Ray, sec. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. | 

Since my last report this society has taken practical steps respecting the 

rights of fishing on Heigham Sounds, as the secretary and one of its members, 
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Mr. Crowther, served a notice on the lessee, E. R. Boult, Esq., on Wednesday, 
informing him that between the hours of 12 and 2 on Thursday his right 
to stop them would be ignored, thereby giving him or anyone else that 
believe in such right the opportunity cf legally testing the question, not as 
individuals, but as against the society, as it was the unanimous vote of the 
society to support the two gentlemen appointed, and defend any action taken 
against them, and it is to be trusted that this question of fishing in tidal waters 
being claimed wiil be brought to an issue for the whole district of Norfolk and 
Suffolk. Mr. Boult has given notice to one of those appointed, I am pleased 
to say, that he will take the proper proceedings to try the right. One of our 
members, Mr. Elliott, of Yarmouth and Ormsby, angling with Mr. Lafosse, 
Mr. Fowler, and Mr, Warwick Brooke, at Monsey’s Broad, on Tuesday, 
reports the catch as 10 st. 21b., consisting of 438 fish—ninety- five bream, being 
of good size, and twenty seven perch, of good size, only two eels, which makes 
the entire catch of weighable fish 436. Our president, A. Mitchel’, Esq., 
also had good sport on Heigham Sounds on Tuesday among the rudd and 
perch ; 10 1b. of good fish in afew hours. The Guarantee Fund for defending 
the rights of Heigham has been well taken up by Yarmouth anglers, and who 
at once join the society now they find that as far as possible we shall pro- 
tect them against infringement of rights. Iam also pleased to say that mem- 
bers of the Gresham, and some of our old London anglers, are not backward in 
promising subscriptions should they be required, which no doubt they will be 
by the notice just received. The truth is, if Norfolk people do not stir they 
will lose all their rights as subjects of the realm, the same as Epping Forest 
would have been lost but for energetic measures that were taken. Not that 
we, as a society, want any praise in the matter ; but the sooner the Government 
itself maintains these Tidal Water Rizh's belonging to subjects of the realm 
the better, and not have a few anglers to move first in the matter. An 
inspector of freshwater fishing going through Norfolk only once a year 
would do this. Ishould like to hear his opinion of the nets across the tidal 
water which comes in through Yarmouth Bridge from the sea to within a few 
yards of where this right is claimed. What would be done with a net across 
the Yare by the bridge to stop the notorious steamer, Yumbo, or the Albion ? 
The Commissioners of the Port of Yarmouth would interfere at once. Then 
why not the Commissiosers higher up by Heigham Sounds, where the high- 
way, I will call it, of a tidal water, flowing through the same course, and allow 
an obstruction to the stream? Why make an angler stop his bcat rowing, or 
a wherry with merchandise whilst these eel nets, which, as I told you once before, 
only catch eels (?), extend from shore to shore ? But I must sop. I only hope 
next report may be that I am summoned, then no one, I am sure, will think 
me too enthusiastic on angling in Norfolk waters.—J. Lark, sec. 

({** Suaviter in modo, fortiter in re’’ isa motto all anglers who intend to 
defend their rights should remember. It would be unwise to embitter the 
gentry of Norfolk generally against anglers by too uncompromising an attitude 
against some of them, especially in doubtful cases.—ED. ] 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday evening 
at the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, Mr. Bentley 
in the chair. Mr, Knechtli weighed in a very fine dace of 11 oz., for which a 
vote of thanks was accorded to him, and a similar compliment was paid to Mr. 
Crumplen for another addition to the library. Mr. Parker proposed, and Mr. 
Crumplen seconded, Mr. Thomas William White as a member of the society, 
and the ballot for his election will take place on the 25th. Mr. Jannings gave 
particulars of his recent visit to Scotland, where at Lock Skene, some twenty- 
four miles from Selkirk, the trout had afforded him excellent sport. A vote 
of thanks to the chairman having been unanimously voted, a very pleasant 
evening was spent. Itis hoped that there will be a good attendance on 
Friday next, as some very important questions concerning the society’s private 
waters are down for discussion. The following Tuesday (Sep‘ember 25th) is a 
special musical evening, and visitors will be cordially welcomed. The Rev. 
J. Walker’s admirable paper on ‘‘ Paternostering for Perch in the Upper 
Themes”’ has just been published, and may be had of the librarian. Mr. 
Crumplen reads a paper before the Balloon Society at the Royal Aquarium, 
subject, ‘‘ How to Restock our Rivers,’’ on the 2Ist, when Dr. Brunton has 
very kindly promised to preside.—H. 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was not many fish at the club on the oth inst., Mr. Maybury being the 
most successful with close on 10 1b. of good roach. There was a good muster 
of members at the club on Tuesday last, bringing in their prizes, which will be 
given to the winners on Tussday next. The secretary will be at the club house 
on Saturday and Monday evening next from eight o’clock to receive prizes from 
members and friends. Mr. Thomas Shooter, of Crispen Street, Spitalfields, 
has given the club a handsome china tea service, valued £5 5s., to be fished for 
this season, Mr. W. Wright's £5 5s. portrait of the winner will be fished for 
at the Rye House roam of water, the club adding eleven more prizes for the 
month of October.—R. Murrny. 

HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We were again favoured on the 9th inst. with a fine display of various fish, 
more especially jack and tench, the heaviest of the former scaling nearly 11 Ib., 
being taken by Mr, Highley, and the latter (single fish) weighing close upon 
4lb., by Mr. Shipley. Both specimens are now in the hands of the taxidermist 
for preservation. Lhe other members who added tothe show with some 
capital roach, perch, bream, and gudgeon were Messrs. Anthony, Howell, 
Devonshire, Payne, and McDermott.—Jas. EDWARD WHEATLEY, sec. 

ISAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The fishing here has been of a very moderate class, seeing that the trout are 
gone out. There have been some very good takes in places on the Avon ; bream 
being taken of very fair weight, some scaling from 8 tog lb. ‘There have been 
some very good baskets of roach. I hear of two or three strangers, one angler 
hailing from the Metropolis, teing here from South Wales, where he has been 
for a fortnight, being unsuccessful in fishing. I hear that he had been landing 
large bream. Jam not surprised, as anyone here, early in the morning, must 
be successful with the river so full of fish, especially bream, as it is. Pike I 
have heard but very of little yet, but expect to have something more to report 
shortly, as the season is about to commence. About here I know of only one 
fish being taken last week. I have not been out this fortnight, nor, looking at 
it as I write, may not for another week, as the Severn has been flushed and 
thick for a week, and I fear will be again for another week according to 
the downpour at present. Our members are organising a grayling outing ; I hope 
it may be more successful than the trout season has been, for I do not remember 
such a bad trout season for years, for the brooks haye been comparatively dry the 
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whole season. But the truly legitimate fishing season is now commencing. That 
is really my view.—C. Price, hon, sec. “a 


Sept. rr. : = 
4 IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There were several members out on the gth inst., but only three showed up 
with fish, they were Mr. A. Bass who had some handsome roach and dace ; 
Mr. W. H. Mecham had bream and roach; Mr. W. H Butt had roach. Oa 
Wednesday, 12th inst, Mr. G. Rolt was again well amongst the roach; Mr, 
I’, A. Hawthorn had roach and dace; T. Dennison, sen., had roach.—H. B. 





JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. A. Smith, fishing at St. Ives, seven bream, 10lb. 7 oz.; Mr. F. Chandler, 
at Buckenham Ferry, Norfolk, caught 31 lb. 4 oz. roach on August 28th and 
2gth, and on August 31st and September Ist he had 16 lb. 11 oz, roach; Mr, 
H. W. Hewett, at Hampton, one trout, rlb. 11 0z., two barbel, 3 1b. 80z., — 
nine roach, 3 lb. 12 oz., dace, 1 1b, 14 0z.; A. Hewett, one chub, 1 4b. 15 0z., _ 
eleven roach, 4 1b. 5 0z., dace, 11b. 100z.; J. Pearce, at Twickenham, dace, — 
8 1b, 10z.; H. Hewett, at Hampton, two bream, 4 1b. 7} 0z., one barbel, — 
31b. 8 0z., twenty-three roach, 9 lb. 2} 0z., dace, 1 lb. t2 uz.; A. Hewett, 
two bream, 3 lb. 64 oz., one barbel, 2 lb. 13} oz., twenty-one roach, 
61b. 134.0z., dace, 21lb.60z.; A. Smith, at St. Ives, roach, 3 lb. 7 0z.; Mr. 
S. Jenkins, at Sunbury, two chub, 4]b. 1}0z.; Mr. F. Palmer at Shepperton, 
jack, 3lb. 2}.0z., roach 5 lb. 110z.—ALF. H. BIsLty, hon, sec. 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Small shows were the order of the day on Sept. gth, Messrs. Cecil, Bentley, 
Bransgrove, and Pearce having roach; Messrs. Ducker and Dutton bream and 
jack. i hope to have a better report next week.—W. Dutton, sec.- 


NORTH WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 2 
On the 9th’we had an excellent show of fish, brought in by the following 
members: Messrs. Wynn and Plumpton, Senr., jack; W. Hillier, jicx and a 
tench; H. Underwood, bream ; J. Grindley, bream ; Messrs, Aldis, Holmes, 
Harris, and Stead, roach and dace.—W. HiLttgr, Sec. 
NORWICH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
On Thursday, August 30th, the members of this society, to the number of 
thirty-one, held their eighth angling contest on the river Yare, at Buckenham, 
one of the ‘ happy hunting grounds’? of the Norfolk ang'er. The party met 
at their.club house, the Walnut Tiee Shades, a noted rendezvous for the dis- 
ciples of ‘old Isaack,’’in the early morning, and were, with their fishing 
impedimenta, conveyed to their destination, a journey of twelve miles, ia 
waggonettes. Having arrived at Buckenham Ferry House, a local photo- 
graphic artist of some renown succeeded, by the aid of old Sol—who bene- 
ficently smiled in a flood of light, bringing out to the full the charming loveliness 
of a glorions autumn morning—in getting a good photograph of the party in 
their war-paint. The business of the day commenced in drawing for boats and — 
positions, the latter having been staked out overnight by two members who 
preceded the party. The modus operandi which the society finds most satis- 
factory in arranging the fishing water are that, priorto the match, what is appa=. 
rently the most sheltered’ reach or reaches are selected; a stake with No. t is 
planted in the bank, and twenty yards further on another stake bearing the — 
same number, then comes a neutral space of twenty yards before No. 2 stake, — 
and the two members who draw the No. 1 boat proceed to the space between _ 
the two Nos. 1—they thus have between them and the next boat a neutral space’ 
of twenty yards, besides having twenty yards of water where they may remain — 
moored in one place or move about in at discretion during the day. Soon 
along the line. When all members had proceeded to their positions and — 
declared all readv, the signal was given to commence fishing; this was in all © 
instances complied {with with the utmost despatch and kept up witha per- 
severance which showed but exceedingly little abatement until 4-30 p.m, 
when, by given signal, the lines were drawn out of the water and fishing closed — 
fir the day. Owing to the varied causes which render the catches at thesems 
fishing matches small, the creels of some of the members showed at the end of % 
the day a ‘‘yawning capacity’? far from satisfactory to their owners. The 
weighing in, which took place on the lawn at Ferry House, showed results as 
given below in prize list. After a substantial spread having been justice to by 
the hungry anglers, a beautiful drive home brought to aclose what must long 
remain a pleasing reminiscence to all who took part in the day’s proceedings. 
On Tuesday evening, the 4th inst., the society’s club room was thronged by — 
members with their friends, under the genial presidency of Charles Daniels, 
Esq., when the presentation of prizes formed the chief business of the evening, — 
The prize-winners were :—Mr. Frank Spelman, a silver teapot (besides being 
the holder of the society’s challenge trophy, a silver epergne, value £13, sub- 
scribed for exclusively by members, for twelve months). This gentleman’s catch — 
weighed 8 lb. 12} 0z., and he occupied No. 2 boat, his partner coming fifth on — 
the list. Mr, Cubitt, 6 1b. 135 0z., coal scuttle; Mr. W. Butler, 6 lb. 9} oz, 
silver jug; Mr. A. Sim, 5 1b. 1140z., pair of fish carvers; Mr. W. Page, 
5 lb., umbrella (specially made); Mr. Cushing, 4 1b. 14 oz., set of lava ware 
vases; Mr. R. Otty, 4b. 9} 0z., fishing rod and tackle; Mr. A. Cox, 
3 lb. 123 0z., cruet stand; Mr. W, G. Capon, 3 lb. 114 0z., pair of lava ware 
flower stands; Mr. S. F, Howitt, 3 1b. 9 oz., Gladstone bag; Mr. Parker, 
2 1b. 113 0z.; toast rack; Mr, E. H. Corbyn, 2 1b. 84 0z., pair of nut crackers; 
Mr. F. I. Bradly, 2 lb. 5 oz., fishing tackle; Mr: Waythe, 2 lb. 43 oz,, box of 
cigars; Mr. C. Daniels, 2} 1b., umbrella; Mr. O. B. Wilson, 1 1b. 15 0z., 
fishing rod, &c.; Mr. S. H. Townshend, 1 Ib. 143 oz., fishing rod, &c.; Mr. 
A. S. Wilde, 1 1b. 54 0z., fishing tackle; Mr. Kelf, 1 lb. 24 oz., travelling 
bag. The following catches did not gain prizes:—Mr. Hinsby, 1 Ib. 2} 02.5 
Mr. Godsall, 1 lb. $0z.; while Messrs. Warne, R. Page, Russell, Lemon, R 
Smith, W. Gili, Wright, Mobbs, Bassingthwaighte, and R. Bradly had catches 
under 1 lb. each. Mr. Daniels, in presenting the prizes, accompanied them by 
humorous and appropriate speechlets, and the proceedings of the evening were 
much enlivened by the interspersion of some good songs. Cordial votes 
thanks were unanimously passed to Messrs. Spelman and Butler for arrange- 
ments made prior to the match; to Mr. Garrett; of Buckenham, for his able 
catering in the way of boats, provisions, &c.; to the president, Mr. C, Daniels; 
and to the society's hon. secretary, Mr. W. G. Capon. is 





























PECKHAM BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. “4 

A club match will be fished on the 18th for three prizes; open match; all — 
fish to weigh. Several of our members were out on the 11th, but the show of 
fish was very small. Messrs. Stidolph and Page journeyed to Wraysbury, the 
former undertaking the position of guide. The latter has an idea that the next 
time the position will be altered. Six miles in a broiling sun, with all your 


traps, groundbait, &c!, licks ‘banting’”’ into fits. Iam very pleased to say 


; 
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our club is making great progress. We have had eight new members this 
season. May they sti'l come.—W. H. PaGE, hon. sec: 





PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above were out with varied success on the 9th inst. 
Slater (the champion), a very nice show of bream, cne scaling 4 lb. ; Mr. Reid, 
three jack ; the brothers Ashley, Packer, and Grist bringing up the rear with a 
yery small show of roach. Members’ notice: Two prizes at Boxmoor on the 
23rd inst.—W. ELBOoURN, sec. 

[The members have some work before them with over sixty prizes to fished 
for.— Ep.] : 
RODNEY PISCATORIALS, 

Messrs. Chantry, Arnsby, and Hotham visited Shalford on the 9th. The two 
first-named managed to find some dace and bream. Mr. Pyne visited Brentford 
and succeeded in getting about a dozen gudgeon and ‘‘pope.’’ Members are 
respectfully informed that fishing at Kingston or Surbiton drains is for the 
future strictly prohibited in this society. The fish exhibited from there a short 
time ago by a member renders this necessary.—Prx1E. 


SIR HUGH MYDDLETON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Only one member of this old-established society went out on the 9th instant, 
your humble servant. I was highly pleased with my few hours’ sport ina 
small pond by the roadside in Kent. I caught a very pretty show of carp, 
sealing 26 1b. the largest 31b. 30z.; also a goodly number of rudd, which I 
returned to the water, not caring to carry them home. ‘Sir Hugh Myddleton’”’ 
—that sounds well for the title of anangling society, still it does not prosper. 
Where lies the fault? Perhaps it is a new sec. is wanting in the shape of a 
young and energetic man. If so, I am willing to give it up instanter, Poor Sir 
Hugh Myddleton passed through many vicissitudes in his great scheme of sup- 
plying water to London by the New River. After all this great man did for 
the benefit of his fellow men, I believe he died in penury. It appears tome, as 
an old sec., a great pity that a society like this, with such a good old title, 
standing 15th on the list, should collapse for the want of a few good working 
members. We havea spacious club-room capable of seating 150 persons.—G. 
CaABORN, sec. 





SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 


-We had on the. oth inst. the finest show of fish this season, Mr. T. Jones 
having three very pretty jack, the largest weighing 8]b., which was greatly 
admired. Another fine show of fish were Mr. A. Manning’s, Io lb. 8 oz. of 

“bream and roach. The following members also had fish :—Mr. W. Hale, roach 
and gudgeon; Mr. H. Smith, roach; Mr. H. Mills, roach; and Mr. W. Hart, 
dace.—W. 8. WOODHEAD, sec. 


SOUTH LONDON. 


Tickets for the match at St. Margaret’s, on the 30th inst., have been issued 
to the clubs on the South London Visiting List, which no doubt will be taken 
up as vigorously as on last occasion. The following is a copy :—The clubs on 
this list will fish at St. Margaret’s, on September 30, for a series of money 
eee Entrance fee, 1s. All prizes paid at conclusion of match. 

atch to commence at 9.30 a.m., conclude 6 p.m.; one rod only to be used. 
N.B.—All moneys and tickets unsold to be returned to the hon. sec., at the 
Alscot Arms, on Monday, September 24.—W™M. ALLEN, hon. sec, 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 


- This society paid a visit to the Anchor and Hope, Old Kent Road, on the 
toth, The evening was passed very comfortably; Messrs. Bignell, Page, 
Richards, and several other gentlemen did their best to entertain the company. 
On the roll being called six or seven societies responded. The weather, I have 

- no doubt, had to answer for the others. The societies of this unity will fish at 
St. Margaret’s on September 30, for a series of prizes, entrance fee Is. All 
prizes will be distributed at the end of the match; fishing to commence at 9 30, 
and concluce at 6 p.m. All money and tickets not sold to be returned to the 
secretary, Mr. Allen, at the Alscot Arms, by Monday, the 24th. For further 
particulars apply to Mr. Allen, 16, Trothy Road, Bermondsey,—Prxir. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


I have had no good takes of fish to record Jately, although our members have 
_ been trying hard, notably Mr. W. Webb, who notwithstanding the inclement 
weather of the 2nd weighed ia 3 1b. of bream from Dagenham; Mr. W. 
Whitmore, perch, and Mr, C. Martin, dace, on the same date. On the 5th 
Messrs. J. Davis, T. Harris, and S. Wilkinson had a fair show from Guildford, 
consisting of roach, bream, dace, and perch; the latter gentleman has also been 
busy at Broxbourne among the perch. On the gth inst., Mr. T. Millington 
succeeded in breaking the spell of ill-luck by getting a fine show of bream and 
roach from Pulboro’, weighing 14 lb. the largest bream weighing 2 1b. 9 oz. 
Mr, Whitmore also had perch from the Lea, and T. Gretton, roach-and bream 
from Dagenham. The next general visit of anglers will take place to this club 
on Tuesday, Sept. 18th., we shall be glad to welcome all friends on this occa- 
sion,—T, GRETTON. 





STOKE-UPON-TRENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 


This society held its third angling competition on Saturday afternoon, 
September &th, twenty members competing for the eleven prizes offered. The 
weather was all that could be desired, but the water was in anything but 
angling trim, being in a very muddy state through the heavy storms of the 
previous day, consequently there are no heavy takes to record. The prize- 
takers were: Ist, Mr. J. Bailey; 2nd, Mr. J. Hollins ; 3rd, Mr. J. Fenn; qth, 
Mr. E. Cocker; 5th, Mr. J. Evans; 6th, Mr. J. Brooks; 7th, Mr. R. 
Wallace; 8th, Mr. E. Parker; oth, Mr. Jesse Stevenson. Mr. Bailey also 
took two special prizes, one for the best brace of roach, the other for the best 
bream. Although the sport was not of the best, the outing was thoroughly 
enjoyed by one and ail.—J. Hotins, hon. sec. : 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 


The members of this Society competed for prizes on the 12th, and the follows 
ing is the result: 1st, Mr. Beckett, from Richmond, 7} 1b. of dace ; 2nd, Mr. 
Bansback, from Kingston, 4 lb 1302. of roach, dace, and perch; 3rd, Mr. 
J. Howard, Kingston, 3 1b. 15 oz. of roach, dace, and perch; 4th, Mr. 
Edwards, Richmond, 3 lb. 13 oz. of dace. Mr. Grigg, and Mr. J. Boalch, also 
had fish from Richmond,—** Prxtk.”’ 





P.S.—I went fishingat Kingston, near the cottage, on Wednesday afternoon. 
I succeeded in getting a nice show of roach and dace. I should, no doubt, 
have got more than I did, had the natives kept away with their confounded 
ledger I'nes, which I reckon a great nuisance at this place.—‘** Prxtt.’’ 








THE LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 9th inst. our members fished for three prizes; result, only one taken 
with bream and roach, by Mr. H. Blyth. We beg to return thanks to those 
members of various clubs who turned up on Monday, r1th, at our complimentary 
visit, when we spent a famous evening, although a very wet night. Good songs 
were sung, especially by Messrs. J. Goodes, Hammond, Petrie, of the Little 
Iudependent, Mr, Davis, of the St. Pancras, and Mr. Davis, of the Indepen- 
dent Brothers. Mr. Cuff, Great Northern, gave a good parody on the 
‘‘ Death of Nelson,”’ the night winding up with a song from Mr. Jennings 
(Bostonians), and variations on the viclin by our host, R, Ellis.—D, Davy, 
sec, 





WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual fishing contest (under the auspices of the above society), given 
by Mr. J. Fogg, the landlord of the Swan Inn, Hyde, Cheshire, was brought 
toa conclusion on Saturday last, in the Peak Forest Canal, between Apethorne 
and Woodley. The entries numbered 135, and the amount contested for was 
45. The following were the successful competitors, viz.:—S. Bennnett, 
Ashton, £2.; Wm. Whitwell, Bardsley, £1 5s.; Wm. Chorlton, Newton, 
15s.; Alfred Crofts, Sheffield, tos.; Wm. Arnoll, Sheffield, 7s. 61.; S. 
Adshead, Hurst, 2s 6d. The whole of the ptize-takers took roach, which 
were considered fair samples considering the canal is netted regularly; but this 
it is anticipated will soon be stopped through the activeness of some of the 
society’s members. After the contest, the exponents of the piscatorial art 
adjourned to the club house, where a pleasant evening was spent.—R. G. 
BESWICK, sec. 

WALTONIANS. 

September 5th, Mr. Phillips had roach, 61b. 44.0z.; Mr. Waltham, roach, 
5 lb. 9 oz. ; Mr. Clarkson, roach, 3 lb. 8 oz. ; Mr. Packman, roach, 2 lb. 15 0z. 
September 9th, Mr. Thos. Watkins had a grand show of roach, perch, and 
dace, 21 lb., a trout of 1 1b. 74 oz. was included ; one roach went I lb. 34 02. ; 
one perch, 1 lb ro%0z.; one dace, 920z. Messrs. Packman, Burton, Dodge, 
Sun, Starr, Rushbrook, and Luxton also weighed in fish. A. J. MARRIOTT. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society held its usual weekly meeting on Tuesday evening, Mr. Evans 
in the chair. Several more entries were made for the annual week-day match, 
to teke place on Monday, 24th inst., for which the list will close on Tuesday 
next, and it is confidently expected that this will be the most successful 
competition of the year. The secretary read out the list of fish that had been 
taken since the previous meeting, when good takes were recorded to Messrs. 
Bowen, Beatley, Stevens, and Evans.—H. T. 


ee EE ES 





NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The nvmber of visitors on Saturday was 32,063, making a total 
for last week of 109,680. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,666,296. 





A very fine specimen of the Kennet trout was captured on the fo‘h ia th> 
Kennet and Avon Canal. ‘The fish, which afforded some first class sport for 
nearly an hour, was short and-well made, in capital condi'im, and scaled over 
10 lb.—Daily Telegraph. 





THE ‘‘Gross Weicur’? Systkm.—On Monday a great angling contest was 
decided on the Witham, between Tattershall and Langrick Terry, in which 
upwards of 500 anglers entered a sweepstakes of 5s. each, with many prizes 
added, the first of which was £30 in money, and the second £20. The con» 
ditions were to draw for places, which were pegged out, about six to ten yards 
apart, and extending upwards of four miles. At a given signal they were to 
start fair angling of any class, and at six o’clock to cease, the highest weights 
of fish caught to take the prizes in rotation. There was a committee to search, 
inspect, and weigh in the fish. The highest weight of fish presented was by 
Mr, R. Spill, of Sheffield. Next in size came a lot which consisted of a large 
eel, a couple of bream, some roach, and five or six small eels. The large eel 
being dead and uninjured, excited suspicion. The bream were then carefully 
examined, and pronounced to be Trent fish, and stale. The lot was condemned. 
Two other condemned lots consisted of stale fish. Evidence of conpetitors on 
either side of the suspected persons as to the condemned takes was taken, and 
the committee on Tuesday decided to disqualify the parties concerned. The 
discredited anglers were all from Nottingham. At this remarkable contest 
there were anglers from Manchester, Leeds, Bradford and neighb suring towns, 
Hull and places in the East Riding of Yorkshire, Derby, Nottingham, Boston, 
Newark, Macclesfield, and such distant places as Bolton, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Stockton-on-Tees, and Bristol. Some of the more distant ones came as 
representing clubs and other angling bodies. Special trains ran from Leds, 
Bradford, Sheffield, and Nottingham.—Fie/d, Sept. I. 

ABOLISHMENT oF Fers At Drury LANg THEATRE —A praiseworthily 
emphatic announcement has been made by the manager of Drury Lane Theatre, 
to the effect that the sale of programmes is in future prohibited in his estab- 
lishment. Hitherto notices to the effect that ‘‘No fees” are to be inflicted 
upon visitors to many of the London theatres have been issued ; but, in 
defiance of this loosely-worded edict, black mail has been generally levied by 
the attendants who show the audience to their seats and attend them in the 
cloak rooms. Mr. Harris has, however, given strict orders that the attendants 
in the front of his house are to receive no donations; and if the habitués of 
Drury Lane only secona the manager’s efforts, the system, which is not only 
unfair, but irritating as well, will speedily come to an end. Other managers, 
it is to be hoped, will follow Mr. Harris’s energetic example, and let their 
servants know that any one of them found guilty of accepting gratuities will be 
dismissed the service. The managers of theatres, it is to be presumed, pay 
their employés fair wages for their services, and do not desire the public to con- 
tribute thus, as it were, surreptitiously to their support ; and if the reprehensible 
habit ceases to exist in the ‘‘ National’’ Theatre, as a matter of precedent, it 
will rapidly cease in other theatres as well. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
. FOR SATURDAY, SEPTEMBFR IS. 





Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridgé ais Le Spee oll es Miale mids onl. 2 03 Oh 
Putney... ek mr a 6 I.I ata uae 1.29 
Kewian aie a0 oe ; 1.41 . 2.9 
Richmond A os aye = 2.1 oe Ree 2.29 


LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 





The barbel are now well on the feed, and are being taken at Kingston and 
Sunbury in respectable quantities. At the former ‘place, Mr. Alfred Nuthall 
writes, ‘ one day, with bis friend Mr. Edwin Frost, fifteen good fish, and 
another day, with his friend Mr. Coppinger, fifteen more good fish.’’ This is 
capital sport, considering that Mr. Nuthall, after baiting a swim for three days, 
found it occupied on the fourth day—the day he was going to use it—by 
another party ; this was rather hard, after inviting his friend for the day. Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley, in fishing for perch with David Hackett, of Shepperton, on 
Friday afternoon last week, caught a nice trout of 44 1b, ; it has, upon examina- 
tion, proved to be an Irish trout, hatched and reared by Mr. James Forbes, of 
Chertsey Bridge, and of those removed from the rearing ponds at Sunbury three 
years ago, and turned into the river by Mr. TI. Spreckley about three years 
ago. Ithas been sent to Mr. John Cooper for preservation. The trout season, 
which closed on Monday last, has ended most satisfactorily as far as the num- 
ber of fish are concerned. During the last week one of 5 Ib. has been caught 
by B. Stevens at Teddington ; one of 7 1b. by Mr. H. Dickinson, at Kings- 
ton, measuring 23 inches in Jengih and 14 iuches round the girth; one of 
53 1b., another of 421b., two of 3 lb., and one of 2; 1b. in the punts of 
Messrs. J. and A, Stroud, at Sunbury. A:1 these fish must have been taken in 


barbel fishing. 
Richuond. 


Christopher Brown, during the week, 140 lb, weight of fish, including sixteen 
barbel, the largest 341b.; Edward Brown, 180 1b, inclu jing twenty-eight 
barbel, the largest 8 lb.; H. Wheeler, 105 lb, including six barbel, the 
largest 4 lb. ; Henry Howard, 80} lb. and a barbel of 33 lb., with one angler, 
and all weighed in at the Waterman's Arms; and Job Brain, in six days, 
100 1b, of roach and dace and twelve barbel. 


Twickenham. 

Samuel Cole, in four days, 59 1b. of roach and dace—his best day was with 
Mr. Lee, who got 21 lb.; Edward Finch, in four days, 32 dozen; George 
Chamberlain, in two days, about 10 dozen, and a perch of 1 Ib. ; H. Chamber- 
lain, in one day, 8 lb. ; J. Dunn, in six days, 34 dozen; J. Dobbin, in four 
days, 41 dozen; C. Hennessey, in three days, 17 dozen; R. Moffa't, in four 
days, 28 dozen ; Pert Hammerton, in four days, 65 lb. ; John Spong, one day, 
with Mr. Boyce and friend, 11 dozen, another day nearly 13 dozen, another 
day 4 dozen, and another day, with Mr. Jacobs, about 16 dozen. 

_ Wind N.E., and splendid weather for anglers who enjoy a quiet day on the 
river, besides taking home a good basket of fish for next morning's breakfast. 
I have had eighty-five punts out since September 1, and some of them (who 
know when they get a bite) taking qo lb. of roach and dace during the day. 
But if I were to mention the names of each customer and weight of fish I should 
Occupy one whole column of your valuable paper. There were more punts out 
on September 9 in Twickenham Deeps than have been seen in one day for many 
years past ; in addition to the whole of our Twickenham staff being out, we 
nave for the past week or two been visited by several of the Richmond profes- 
sionals, This proves what I have always said, that Twickenham Deeps is the 
‘* home of the fish.’? Amongst our patrons this day was Mr. Crowder, of the 
Canterbury Music Hall, who in two hours took four dozen of fine fish with 
‘Little Mouse’? ; Mr. Good:ear and friend, of Koightsbridge, had a fine 


| show of fish, with Mark Addy (or No. 9); Mr. F. J. Timothy and son took 4 


170 fish, nearly all sizeable, with Jack Sponz; Mr. Howes took 18 dozen. 
with “Our Joe ’? in one and a half days; Mr. Williams took 35 1b. of roach 
and dace and one perch, with Pert Hammerton; Mr. A. Jacobs and brother 
took 24 lb., with Tom Angle. * 
P.S.—It having bee. circulated that I have left the Two Sawyers, I beg ‘o 
state I shall not leave until the end of October.—ALFRED PERRIN. J 


Teddington. ; 
Benjamin Stevens, in one dsy, fifteen barbel, the largest 2}1b., and another — 
day a nice trout of 5 lb. 
Kingston- ; 
John Johnson, sen., inthe weex, 140 1b. weight of barbel and 4 dozen of 
roach and dace; John Johnson, jun., nineteen barbel, six chub, and g dozen — 
of roach and dace ; J. Wilks, 18 dozenof roach and dace, sixteen barbel, and 
four bream; Mr. H. Dickinson, in one day, nine barbel weighing 21 lb., and a 
trout of 7 lb.; Mr. Pope, in one day, twenty-five barbel and one bream. The — 
bank anglers here and at Surbiton have been getting 6 and 7 dozen of roach | 
and dace in the day, and some barbel and bream. 


East Moulsey- 

Thomas Milbourne, in one day, six barbel; Charles Dayis, four barbel, 
3 dozen of fine roach, and 16 dozen of gudgeon; C. Stone, 4 dozen of roach ~ 
and dace; Thomas Watford, 25 dozen of gudgeon ; ‘1homas Davis, 5 dozen of 
roach, 4 dozen of large gudgeon, and five barbel. ; 


Hampton. 


James Langshaw, one jack of 44 1b., and one of 3 Ib. 


5 Sunbury. 


Mes:rs. Thomas and Alf.ed Stroud in the week have taken thirly-six barbel, , 
five trout, the largest 55 1b., 26 dozea of roach and dace, six chub, four bream, 
and a quantity of small perch, which were a!l put back again. Messrs. Strou] 
report :—‘‘ The barbel are well on the feed, and we have plenty of good bait of 
all sorts.’? Messrs. E. Clarke and Sons, in the week an average of 6 dozen 
of roach and dace in the day, and in addition during the-week sixty barbel and 
12 brace of perch; Mr. E. Gardner, during the wee's, fifty barbel; and Mr. 
Morgan has had a good catch of barbel. . 


Walton. 


Angling has been very quiet this week. John Hone, one day, a barbel of 
3 1b., and another day, in two hours, three bream weighing 6 1b.; George 
Hone, jun., five bream of 2} 1b. each ; and George Hone, sen., in three hours, 

5 dozen of roach, ; 
Shepperton. 

David Hackett, in four days, 10 dozea of roach and dace, to dozen of pud- 
geon, four jack, and five brace of perch; J. Smith in the week, 20 duzen of 
roach and dace and 10 dozen of gudgeon ; W. Rogerson, one day, 4 dozen of 
roach and dace, and another day, in less than two hours, 4 dozen of gudgeon 
and one perch; H. Tucker, in one day, 23 dozen of gudgeon; H. Purdue, 
with Mr. Brimner, 25 dozen of gudgeon, aud in three other days, 22 dozen of 
gudgeon and two d zen of roach. ? 

I have not much to report, simply because I have not been out. One of my — 
customers is unfortunately disabled, or I would have had more to report. | 
Another customer has been away, but is coming back this week — one wh» does | 
not wait till they are on, but comes and tries what he can do; one who knows 
what fine tackle does. I was out last Saturday, and got fuur bream, two barbel, _ 
two chub, one perch, and four good roach. Next day, could not fish the swim 
as there was so much traflic on the river. That makes two days’ tishing for the _ 
week, about enough to pay for the worms I used up. The wateris as bright _ 
as evernow. I hope to send you go,d news next week, and show what fine ¥ 
tackle will do in the hands of those who know how to use it. Lamto be heard — 
of at Dockett Point, midway between Shepperton Lock and Chertsey.—JaMes _ 
HasLerv. : : : 

Weybridge. Y 

Herbert Curr, in one day, § dozen of roach and dace, the largest roach : 
1} lb, another day, 5 dozen of roach and dice, and a barbel of 24 1b.; and — 
another day, 5 dozen of roach and dace. eae, , | 


Chertsey. 


' J. Foulter, in three days, 12 dozen of gudgeon, eight bream, and 2 dozen of 
roach and dace; H. Purss, in one day, seven bream, one barbel, and one jack, 
Several anglers who have been staying at the Chertsey Bridge Hotel have ex- 
pressed much satisfaction at the comfort and attention they have received, and 
Mr. Thurston, being a practical angler, has given them good informatioa. - 


Staines. 


Charles Hone, in one day, five barbel; another day three barbel, the largest 
4 lb. and three chub of 1 1b, each; and another day, a jack of 2 lb, 


UPPER THAMES. 










‘« The butiful river’s a-running to town. 
It never runs up, but ailers runs down ; 
Weather it rains or weather it sno’s, 
And where it all comes from noboddy nose.’? 
It has not “snown”? lately, but it has rained a considerable few, and thereby 
much improved the angling status of Father Thames. Roach are getting sick 
of their vegetarianism, and seem willing to go in for the diet of worms with a 
follow of gentles or pastry. Chub are on the fly, and dace ditto, but do nor 
object to a dainty brandling. Barbel for the first time this season seem on the 
jb, rare takes being reported from several up-river stations. Jack are peering 
out of the already rotting weeds, and do not tind it so easy to obtain a dinner 
as of late ; for bait which for months past have sailed into the jaws of death in 
the umbrageous depths of the river, now avoid the decaying subaqueous fores $s” 
of sedge. rush and ribbon weed, and Mr. Jack has to exercise his voracity and 
velocity in the open. Gudgeon are still well on, eighteen to twenty dozens” 
per punt of two rods not being an out-of-way take. From Caversham I glean 
per letter that my old friend “ John”? is doing well amid the perch with lob 
worms, but finds it very difficult to get a clear swim from weeds. He te 
believes, however, the water ‘‘abounds with good fish,’? and to any 
intending visitor to this district he strongly advises a visit to Kree- 
body's, on the Oxoa side of Caversham Bridge, where civility, lodging, 
and punts can be obtained at a moderate ou'lay. At Burgfield, on the Kenneu, P. 


' 
~ 


last week, Mr, E. Fryer, of Reading, landed a ground jack scaling 251b. At — 
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Hambleden — Baker, Esq., with Bob Young, of the Ferry Hotel, Medmen- 
ham, caught four trout, one bardel and eighteen perch, on one occasion lately, 
and the next day punted 60 1b, of barbel from twoswims. At Hurley Messrs. 
Bryan ani Cartwright, in three days, have had ten dozen gudgeon, one dozen 
perch, and four takeable jack ; the Rev. I’. Wethered takes of eleven and 
twelve dozen of gudgeon with Hatch ; and — Gray, Esq , and friend ; also with 
Hatch some fifteen dozen of gudgeon and twenty-two fine perch; Mr, 
Manuelle, with R. Shaw, a jack of 71b. At Marlow punts have been daily 
out ; but the only item of import is :the-take of a 61b, trout by a patron of 
Coster. Weather gloriously fine.—Martow Bvzz, 


Oxford. 


The tenth section of the new bye-laws of the Thames Conservancy have a 
very large Joophole for the poacher, and unless he is actually taken in the act 
of netting, without it is tried before a Bench who are particularly severe on 
sportsmen (?)—who prefer to capture theic fish by cobwebbing, it is perfectly 
useless to attempt a conviction. As a case in point, Edward Beesley, who was 
charged by myse f a week or so since, before the Oxford Bench, with having 
ilegal nets in his possession, got off with the plea that he was a net-maker, and 
had only exposed them asan advertisement. Following this, I prosecuted two 
men at the Abingdon Police Court on Monday for having a flue net whilst wet 
on the Thames, and a similar verdict was given by the magistrates, because the 
two innocents swore hard and fast that they had only used it inthe Evenlode, 
a bye stream which entered into the stream about five hundred yards below the 
point where they are taken; and I think if ever the Conservancy contemplate 
‘hanging their bye laws again, they ought to let a committee of anglers frame 
the next, for until this is dune I feel there will still be left the same opening for 

eople who do illicit acts. Fishing has been simply at a standstill, the best 
fsh I have seen have been a 7 1b. jack taken on the oth inst., and a minnow 
measuring four and a half inches in length, and two and a quarter round.—YE 
Megpway OTTER. 
Halliford. 


The river is still very low, and the water as clear as it possibly canbe. We 
want a lot more rain before it will be in good order for fishing. Different 
gentlemen fishing with me since my last report, their takes have been as 
fol ows: First day, only one barbel all day. Second day, Mr. Newsom, two 
barbe!, three chub, and a nice trout, weighing 61b. 7 cz., spinning with a dice. 
Third day, Messrs. Bennett and Plimpton 6} dozen roach and dace, being 
twenty-three I have had the pleasure of landing this season. Fourth day, Mr. 
Hill, fifteen dozen gudgeon and three dozen roach and dace. Fifth day, three 
barbel, four dozen roach an4 dace, and one bream. Sixth day, Mr. George 
Palmer, eighteen barbel and three bream. Seventh day, Mr. Withers, seven 
barbel and two roach.—GrorGeE RosEWELt. 


Goring. 

Water very low and clear; not much doing. Gudgeon biting very well ; 
roach coming on a little better; chub biing very well. On Wednesday took 
six chub, largest 3 lb., and a few good perch, fishing with W. P. Hue, 231, 
Camden Road, Holloway, London. 


Datchet. 


The water is still very low, and not much d.ing. A partner with James 
Gray took a nice jack on the 6th, which weighed 7 lb. On the gth one punt 
secured the exceptional take of thirty dozen gudgeon. I find the barbel are 
still feeding very fair. On the 6th J. L. Meyer, Esq., of 28, Harcourt Terrace, 
South Kensington, captured nine barbel, weighing 20lb. On Wednesday the 
same gentleman caught two barbel—the worst day I have been out. On Thutss 
day, with two gentlemen, secured five barbe!, and in another swim they broke a 
large fish away. The roach are not on yet, but a little rain would do them good, 


—G. LUMSDEN. 
Cherwell. 


_ Fishermen’s righ's is the subject at present agitating the minds of the general 

public who reside in and near the sleepy old city of towers and spires, for, if 
teports are to be believed, the University authorities intend to enter an action 
against Mr. Herbert to ascertain if they have any legal claims to the fishing in 
the Cherwell ; but unless they can show that the whole of the land fora distance 
of about two mi es was at some former time ia the possession of one individual 
who conveyed his property separately, I cannot see how any action can hold 
good, as from time immemorial the riparian owners have given permission to 
any of their friends to fish, and the boundary of their farms are marked on the 
Government maps at half water: and all along the Cherwell, from Woo'sey 
Comer, wkere the University claim to hold rights, to the source of the river, 
unless it is in the case of a landowner who claims for both banks, the fishing 
goes by half water. Riparian rights are peculiar things to deal with, and any 
attempt to upset them, as a rule, costs a great expenditure of money; but in 
this particular instance, unless the University are able to show an unbroken 
right, they are bound to loose any lawsuit they may enter into, and although it 
as a puvate stream, does not affect the Oxford anglers as a body, I have every 
reason to think, in this particular case, they will support the farmers in con- 
serving their legal rights —THz CHERWELL Ortrr. 





Ancholme District. 


A great many anglers have been out during the week, and some have had 
excellent sport. One gentleman got three pike in about an hour, and lost two 
others, one a very fine one. ‘The weather is now very dujl and wet. I caught 
three trout on Thursday in last week weighing respectively 2 1b, 1}1b., and 
Tb , being a very respectable finish to the season. I took them to London as 
a sample of what Lincolnshire can do in the way of trout.—THomas Forp, 


Chichester. 


With a marked improvement in the weather, the past few summer-like days 
have proved prolific to rodsters. At Selham some good roach have been taken, 
but the water is still over bright. At Chichester bream and roach are well on 
feed, some excellent roach were taken early in the week; later on, at ear'y 
morning and at close of day, some bream up to 34 1b. havec metohand A 
large pike in the basin has had one life—breaking away from a juvenile rodster. 
Other good fish are reported lower down. Pastes vary with bream, at one 
time paste, then gentles, but worm in the water is seldom successful. —GEORGE 
F. SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 


The river is very sa all and bright and the sport is very poor. Mr. Elcombe 
killed six brace to-day.—A. GnAss. 
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Derwent (Chatsworth). 


We have had capital weather during most of this week. The sun has been 
shining brilliantly every day. The river isin fine condition, and since Monday 
has been par'icularly well patronised, and I am glad to report that sport has 
been excellent. Some heavy bags have been made ; both trout and grayling have 
been rising freely (especia:ly the latter) to the bumble, black dun, dottere', 
and wrentail. Bottom fishers have killed a tine quantity of fish with wasp 
grubs for bait. I never remember the water to be in better condition than at 
the present time, and if Anglers do not succeed it will be their own fault.— 
Tuk MERMAID. 


Dove. 


The sport in this river has been of an excellent nature during this week. 
Indeed, such has been the case in all our Derbyshire streams. The waters are 
now nicely tinged, and trout and grayling are rising freely at the fly, while the 
former fish have also been taking the minnow and worm. Heavy baskets are 
reported from all parts, especially from preserved lengths. I saw a dish of eight 
brace, all good fish, that had been captured at the end of Jast week in the Deve 
Dale length, the fly having been the successful lure. Some members of the 
Okeover club also caught an average of 54 brace of heavy trout lower dowa the 
stream with the natural minnow, The April yell»w dun, intermediate, and the 
red bumble have been the most killing flies since I last wrote. and where it has 
been difficult to obtain the live minnows the universal and heavy Devon have 
done well —THE SPLODGER. 


Exe (Exeter), 


Some few trout have been creeled with coachman and red spinner, and 
Mr. Milton Green captured a nice 6 1b. pike in the Exe a few days back. Mr. 
Dudley, I have also heard, has made some fine takes. The latter end of last 
week some good perch fishing was had at Turf, and Captain Pear-e, a genial 
rodster, informed me that some one staying at his hotel caught over a hundred 
perch in tao or three days (strange to say with gentles, absolutely refusing 
worm and minnow, their m:st seductive lure). Weather now favourable and 
water in fair fishing order, so with sport our rodsters say ‘*An Angler's life for 
Me.”’—J. A. KELty. 

Exe (Tiverton). 

The river is now in-good order for salmon fishing ; a fair number of fish 
appear to have come up in the last flood ; some anglers have been very fortunate, 
having secured three or four fish in one day, while others have had to content 
themselves with one or nil.—Wa. Muprorp. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 


Quite a cessation of hostilities has to be reported from the Fen district. 
Anglers seem to have for once deserted the locality, and the usual angling trains 
on Monday and other days were but mere skeletons. Wich one accord they 
seem bent on doing Doncaster in the usual liberal manner. At a few points 
there have been a few of the old stagers out, and since the rain came they have 
done fairly well. Mr. W. Day travelled to the South Fortyfcot, and was re- 
warded by four nice pike, scaling 6 lb. downwards; a Sheffield angler was 
noticed there with one of 7 Ib., and Mr. Bell caught a very nice perch, along 
with eels and roach. Good roach takes have fallen to others un the same 
water. Onthe Aquedact water there has been a fair lot of roach taken, and 
some have done well. On the Drains above the East Fen Lock some excellent 
tench and bream have been taken. Mr. Broughton showed a tench and a 
bream from this locality which together turned the scale at 6lb. Next to 
nothing has been done in the district of the Hobhole and about the more 
popular stations, such as Leake, Fishtoft, and Freiston, anglers were few and 
far between. Above the flood doors the drains are being cleansed, and from 
what I hear there is still great destruction of fish by illegitimate modes of cap- 
ture. The fish are driven into holes, and trom there they are easily taken. — 
Verbs 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing for a week has been stopped, the wind blowing a gale with a 
heavy sea, so that no boats could venture outside the harbour. Thursday, the 
6th, one boat put out and ran about a mile to the westward, and there brought 
up ; they found the fish well on the bite, hauling two ata time, but the sea was 
tso much for them to fish out their tide ; however they caught about 20 lb. 
and report if they could have held on they should have h:d 1 cwt. 
Friday, still blowing, very few fish caught from the boats ; some fine whiting, a 
bass, 11 lb., and several conger eels where caught from the rocks at the back 
of Compass Hill. Monday, several boating parties out; they had some good 
catches of bream, whiting, and tamlin. Tuesday, blowing strong; there is good 
fishing to be had from the boats when the weather is moderate, a quantity of 
mackerel have been seen to the westward, and some herrings caught at Clovelly, 
so that our fishermen are beginning to get their boats and nets ready, the 
trawling skiffs have brought up some fine soles, and a lot of thornback from the 
bay, very few lobsters taken from the pots ths week. The sport from the 
jtry, for pout, eels, and pollack is very good. Weather at present fine.— 


E, CoMER, 
Lark and Ouse. 


Roach are feeding well now in the Ouse and Lark. Several good baskets o 
fish were taken on the 9th inst., near Upware, on the Cam; also s»me good 
perch, one of which scaled over 2 1b. A committee mecting of the Cambridge, 
Ely, and Newmarket Society was held at the Red Lion Hotel, Cambridgs, on 
Wednesday evening, there being present Dr. Cooper, president; Mr. Parchas, 
hon. secretary; Messrs. Allen, Elliss, Howlett, and other gentlemen. The 
question of hiring the rights of fishing in the Lark, from Prickwillow to West 
Row, was introduced by Mr. Howlett, of Newmarket, who gave a description 
of the fishing to be obtained in these waters. The members present fully 
acquiesced in the desirability of acquiring the rights, and authorised Messrs. 
Allen and Howlett to make all necessary inquiries in'o the matter, and report 
thereon at the next meeting. Mr. William Owers, of Mildenha 1, the lessee of 
that part of the river from West Row to Mildenhall, has promised his cordial 
support and should the contemplated acquirement of the rights of fishing be 
carried out by the society, would be willing to allow its members to fish in that 
part of the river over which he exercises the power of lesseeship. I may just 
add, all the anglers in Mildenhall and Newmarket are greatly indebted to Mr. 
Owers for the trouble he has taken to preserve the fishing in the river Lark, 
and also for his kindness in al'owing them to fish.— Wit11am How err, New- 
market. 


Lea (Ponder’s End). 
Some good chub have been taken here, one weighing 5! lb , some guod 
dace have also been taken. The water is a bit coloured, and will be so some 
few days.—H, PUDDICOMBE. 
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Zea (Waltham Abbey)- 


The roach fishermen, asa rule, have been doing very badly, the fish not 
taking anything they can introduce in the way of bait, either bran, bread, or 
gentles, and I cannot think of anything else. It is quite fourteen or fifteen 
days since I tried them until to-day (Thursday) for two hours, and I took a few 
very nice fish with gentles. The jack and perch fishermen have fared much 
better, hardly a day passing but there have been two, three, and four fish, and 
very good ones, among them.— PENCIL. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

The condition of both these streams is very good, and fly and bottom fishing 
has been in practice most of the week. The waters are slightly stained and 
rather low. A large quantity of eels have been caught around here. 
Mr. Good caught about I cwt. weight, some were very large, and 
and weighed from 2 to3 1b. A Jarge quantity were also caught at Crowart’s 
mill. Mr. E. Woodhouse fished in the Arrow on Friday and landed two or 
three brace of grayling with the fly. The grayling season is looked for anxi- 
ously about here. The river Pinsley is;considered one of the best little grayling 
streams in the neighbourhood, and some good fish have been caught there with 
the fly this week, The green insect is acertain bait for killing, large quanti- 
ties having been swept off the trees by the rain into the rivers. The little blues 
and tag are also in favour. Mr. James visited the Lugg on Friday and caught 
a splendid dish of grayling with the wasp grub. About November the gray- 
ling will be in good condition, and anglers can with certainty look forward to 
some excellent sport in this lo cality —GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tunbridge). 


Sad news this week. Nearly a mile of water poisoned on Thursday, between 
the second and third locks below the town, and thousands of splendid bream 
and roach killed as well as fine chub, jack, and perch. The hoppers had a fine 
haul, but we hope that their fish diet will not disagree with them. No doubt 
the matter will be strictly inquired into. During the week good baskets of 
roach have been captured with wasp grubs and boiled wheat in bread and 
bran. Bream have not been ravenously on the feed, but pike have been cap- 
tured in some numbers. Water in excellent condition, except in the part 
described. —YE MEDWAY WATER RAT, 


Moy (Ballina) and Lakes. 


Since last report angling on the river has not been good. Owing to high 
and dirty water, few salmon have been caught; a few good beoskets of sea 
trout were got in and about the mouth of the Bunree river, where the fish 
congregate in large numbers waiting a fresh to run up. The last day for 
salmon fishing is the 15th; sea and brown trout continues on to 
the 1st November, other rivers and lakes in the neighbourhood, salmon 
and sea troutcan be killed up to the ist November. On Lough Conn, Mr. 
Woodford, on the 3rd inst., killed twelve trout, largest weighing 3}1b.,; on 
the 4th, thirteen trout, largest 2}1b.; 5th, eight trout, Jargest 41b.; 6th, 
fifteen trout, largest 5 lb.; 7th and 8ch, twenty-seven trout, largest 3 lb; 
roth, two salmon and twelve trout, largest trout 44 Ib,—IF'RANK HEARNS. 


Ouse (Littleport). 


I must acknowledge myself fairly beaten this year; for with a river teeming 
with fish, it seems wonderful to me that we cannot get them on, except on very 
rare occasions. Since my last report, three weeks back, we have been catching 
scarcely anything. The only catch of roach at all worth mentioning were 
taken by Messrs. W. Purchas (secretary of the Cambridge and Ely Angling 
Society), and R. Hills, of Cambridge. They had a nice show, and they 
deserved them, as they were fishing in the pouring rain most of the time. Mr. 
Ratliffe. of London, staying here for a few days, caught afew pike and some 
good eels, but had but indifferent sport among the roach. The water is brighter 
than I have known it for years, and a dish of roach I got ready for the table on 
Monday last were quite {full of weed ; so I suppose while the water and weeds 
are against us, weshall not stand much chance. It seems all over with the 
pike fishing at the Branch for a time.—CHARLI# SOUTH, 

P.S.—I had two days at the Fisheries Exhibition last week. 
magnificent. I should like to havea month there. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


Since the late rain the rivers are again in yood condition. 
roach have been made.—S. E. 


Severn (Shrewsbury)- 


On Thursday and Friday last the water continued to go down, and by 
Saturday was in fair bottom-fishing order. An angler fishing near the town 
took a nice basket of rough fish in the afternoon, among them being a very 
good roach. Heavy rain fell on Sunday night and Monday, and in some parts 
of the country thunder and lightning were very prevalent. On Monday two 
members of the Angling Society ventured down to Enstrey, where they spent 
most of the afternoon sheltering under some trees, but during the time they 
were fishing the one caught four nice roach. The match of which I spoke last 
week came off on Monday afternoon at Montford Bridge. The start was fixed 
for 1°30, and punctually at that time both the competitors walked down to tHe 
river. Mr. Sayer, having won the toss, had choice of water, so, of course, 
decided to try his favourite run, while Mr. Mason tried his luck in a run some 
yards above. Rain was falling all day, so that it was anything but inviting. 
Both the competitors used maggots and ground-bait. Six o’clock was the 
time fixed for finishing, and when the two baskets were inspected it was found 
that Mr. Sayer had won easily, having caught nine fine dace and roach, while 
his antagonist had only taken four, the . largest being a chub of about 3 1b., 
while the best of the winner’s dish was a very fine roach of about lb. The 
Board of Conservators have granted a prosecution in the case of the man whom 
the water-bailiff found netting without a license. The case is to be heard on 
Friday. Eels were plentiful on Wednesday, large quantities having been 
caught at the weirs. I saw one which was over 3lb. weight, and in the same 
basket there must have been 30]b. all over a 1lb. a piece. The river isa good 
deal coloured from the rain which fell on Monday.—SEVERN SALMON. 


Tt is certainly 


Some fine bags of 


Taw (Barnstaple). 

. T heard of one gentleman getting sixteen salmon peal with minnow. On 
Saturday over thirty taken with minnow. 

P.S.—In my last report, by the wrong insertion of a stop, your printer makes 
me say salmon are dirty, when it should have been the water! 

This past week the rivers were swollen by the heavy rains, and great 
enthusiasm prevailed amongst the fishermen in’ the Taw and other rivers, the 
numbers of fish taken (salmon and peel), the latter especially, was very good ; 


one gentleman got 17 one day and 30 for the week; many gentlemen getting 
from 10 to 20 for the week, I could give the names and numbers, but they 
object to be paraded through a newspaper, and I must content myself to know 
the numbers. I could name 70 peel taken, but 39 out of 4o with the minnow, 
I cannot hear of but 6 salmon, but everyone who fished in the week just past 
have had some to record, salmon or peel. One man, who scarcely took Io in 
the season upon the Lower Taw, told me he had taken 34 up to date. Waters 
have gone back very mach the last few days, and fish will only take 
early morn or in the evening. The rivers are full of peel and salmon, and 
when the nets finish, which will be the 15th September, we may expect to hear, 
should there be any rain next week, the rivers will be alive with fish. Ido 
not believe any more tickets can be got, but they are worth the taking as the 
fishing with the rod ends 15th November and there are two months of every 
prospect of being immense numbers of fish taken. So good has been the 
Taw fishing, I was told by a gentleman he had left the Tornidge to have some 
catches of peel. I regret I could not attend to my promise, but will do so as 
quickly as possible; it is not that I have not got the feathers, but time has 
been so much cccupied in the day-time I have not a moment for myself, but 
will do so the first spare time. P.S.—Ooly the real Barnstaple minnows of 
any use,—RUSTY GAME. 
Teme (Ludlow). — 
The waters of this stream have risen very much during this week, and all 
the tributaries ha ve poured into the Teme a flood of water sufficient to 
cleanse it of the stagnant impurities congregated in the bed. A deal of 
black sediment is being carried away down to Powick. ‘The river will, ina 
few days, be again in excellent condition, and the grayling season coming in 
‘as the trout are going out, anglers are calculating upon visits to their favourite 
grayling streams. In thisdistrict the Clun is far the best stream for grayling 
fishing, and it is easy.of access from Craven Arms Junction, on the Shrews- 
bury and Hereford Railway. All infermavion can be obtained from Mr, 
Penny, landlord of the Kangaroo Hotel, who is a well-known angler in this 
district. Nothing can be done for a few days with the fly. Bottom fishing 
has been plentiful, and the worm and maggot have secured Jarge numbers of 
the finny tribe. Some five orsix trout and grayling were caught with the 
latter on Wednesday, in the river Corve, weighing nearly 61b, On Saturday, 
five nice perch were caught in the Teme, near Barrott Mill. weighing nearly 
21b,each, Some good fish have been landed in the Oney, but very few in the 
Letwyche. Weather not very promising, the wind being in the north.—S, 


Teme (Tenbury). is 

This river has attained a greater height thanit has reached for some months, 
owing to the very heavy rains of Monday afternoon. The river also is very 
highly coloured, and fly fishing may as well be let alone until the stream has 
well cleared itself, which will not be for some days yet. Mr G. Page, fishing 
in these waters on Monday, landed two excellent trout while fly fishing with 
the whirling blue. Great quantities of small fry are sporting about the stream 
hereabouts, and are a great annoyance to rodsters, who hook the fish and have 
to return them back to the stream. Mr. H. Page went out several days, and 
caught some good fish with the fly and the worm. On windy days the flies 
most in favour in this neighbourhool are the soldier palmer and the black 
palmer. On Saturday, a gentleman caught with the worm and the maggot, 
onthe other side of the Teme, some very fine trout and grayling; while 
another gentleman, considered an expert, tried all day with the wasp grub and 
did not land a single fish. Some few trout have been landed up the Kyre, 
This has been anexcellent year for fish in these waters, very rarely equalled for 
size or quantity.— WORCESTER. : 


Trent (Newark). 


Sport during the past week has only been very indifferent. 
scarcely any good bags being made ; one or two anglers have 


q 


I have heard of 
done middling, 


but they are scarcely worth reporting. Weather has been very indifferent all 
the week, heavy rains has kept the water very much disturbed; to-night the 


: 













weather is still very much unsetfled, so cannot give a guess as to prospects for 
next week; so should advise anglers who come from a distance to fish the 
Lower Trent, to be sure and not forget the worm bag.—THE TRENT OTTER, — 
P.S.—An old friend has just come home from the lower reaches. with 
20 Ib. of nice bream, taken with tail end of lobworm, He 1eports the water as 
only very middling. : | 
Trent (Nottingham). ; . 
There is not much news to communicate this week. Heavy rains have bem 
very troublesome, and on Tuesday and Wednesday, produced a big swell, Some 
bream have been caught at Trent Lock, and on Thursday a few good baske 
were met with at Weston’s, which contains tons of these fish. A correspondent 
informs me that recently in one of the upper reaches thirteen or fourteen dead 
salmon were discovered, and that he has communicated the fact to the secretary 
of the Trent Fishery Board, at Derby. It is feared they were poisoned by the 
refuse which is poured into the Trent by the brewery companies at Burton. 
The barbel season is now-rapidly drawing toa close.—THE MAN AT THI 
CLUBS. i ‘ -@ 
Torridge (Torrington). 3 
River now in capital order for fly-fishing ; and lots of peel, salmon, ane 
trout have been taken this last week, over fifty peel, one of them 4 Ib. 
man took eight peel and a lot of trout in one day; another, .four peel. Thi 
improved Devon minnow is one of the best baits, and most of the peel were 
taken with it.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


Tweed and Teviot- 


The prospect of the disciples of old Izaak for the back end rod salmo 
fishing in this river seems to be of a fairish description, as a good many fis 









are already inthe river. Trout fishing has been prosecuted during the last t 
days with fair success, although this description of sport is now nearly at an 
end, except for an hour or two during the middle of the day, but no larg: 
trout are now got, the majority of the largest now killed being not much 
11b. each, The best baskets have of course been got on the Tweed, althoug! 
onthe Teviot, Eden, Kale, Tid, and other smaller streams fair takes have 
been killed. Salmon rod angling on the Tweed has during the past week also 
given sport successfully to several anglers, and a pretty good number of salmo 
are reported to be already up the river. Anglers are naturally in hopes of a 
good back endrod season. A good rattling flood, however, would do muci 
just now to improve matters, as the net fishings close on the I sth inst. 
(this day), The following takes have been got during the week: On the 
Hendersyde water Captain Butler, on Tuesday, hooked one fish but lost it, and — 
on the Cornhill water on Monday Mr. Collingwood, Cornhill House, killed a 








_ couple of fish. On the Sprouston water Mr. Charles Kerrs killed a salmon of 


25% 1b. weight, and three grilse, that scaled 241b., giving an average of 8b. 
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each. Weather to-d ay (Thursday) splendid. 
MaXWHEEL, 


Glass, firm, and wind S.E.— 


“Witham. 


- Pike have had, in many of the swims, quite a respite; and only at long . 


intervals, on the banks of the Witham, Bain, and Slea, could anglers of any 
sort be distinguished. Most of these, from the inclemert weather, were en- 
veloped in oilskins, and looked anything but happy. The rains have undoubtedly 
improved the waters very much, for before they came the colour was gin-lke 
and scmewhat stagnant. Down at the Grand Sluice I hear there is a shoal of 
big bream, and it is possible, before this appears, some one will have got a good 
haul. At Lanyrich, some good bream have been tiken as well as pike. Pike 
have paid the penalty at Southery and Stixwold, one gentleman at the former 
place, on Friday. getting a fish of nearly 7 1b., and two others. A good one 
taken at Stixwold scaled 53 lb. At the last-named station some good work 
was done one day, ledgering with worms, particularly among tench, some being 
very fine; and a couple of anglers by these means made up a mixed bag of some 
22)b. An engler, at Kirkstead, got nicely among perch with the minnow, 
and four of his best fish averaged a pound each. At Dog Dyke and Tattershall, 
there was not much to chronicle, nor was there on the Slea, besides a brace of 
good pike by Mr. Blackburn. Roach seem to have been taken freely about 
Anton’s Gowt, and among the best takes I hear of was one of 4o fish by Mr. 
J. Pearson. —Yu Yetiow Brtry. 


Wye and Derwent. 
Great quantity of heavy thunder ; rain fell all over Derbyshire the latter end 
-oflast week, and the beginning of this, which caused bothrivers to have nice 
little flushes on them on Monday night. The bottom fis ers all up and 
down the Derwent had good sport, both on Tuesday and Wednesday, with 
both meggcts and wasp grub for baits, and baske's up to fully ten brace per 
angler weremade. Sport with the fly on both rivers has been very good 
just as the rivers were fineing down, ard some good takes have been made, 
especially on the higher lengths of both rivers, and baskets up to fully nine 
brace perangler have been made. Theash dun, and apple green dun have 
been the best killers on the Wye, along with the small honey dun bumble. The 
bumbles, furnaces, {and duns have proved the best killers for the Derwent. 
Both rivers are now 1m first-class condition for fly fishing. Fly fishing prospects 
looking well for next week, ~ Weather very cold both nights and mornin gs. — 
Gro, JAs. EATON, 


Yare (Norwich). 


Yery little news as respects sport on this stream has reached me during the 
past week, the only thing worthy of notice is that the bream are well on the feed 
at Cautley and Reedham. The day before yesterday (Tuesday), Professor Day 
had a capital catch at Reedham, and I should advise any gentleman staying in 
the neighbourhood to try and catch the flood tide at Reedham, and it will be 
their fault if they do not catch ‘some good bream; roach fishing is at a 
standstill at all points. Much discussion is now taking place as to the Broads 
on the Bure, but it awaits the authoritative voice to settle the question. I should 
advise a compromise, which I believe would tend to the interests of those termed 

owners, and also those who wish to enjoy these waters. Prospects fair.— 
RoserT MOLL. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


J. A. Horton, Manchestez.—fo make quilled gnats’ bodies, take one of the 
long fibres from a peacock’s tail feather, strip off the downy fluff between 
thumb-nail and forefinger, and then dye the fibre or quill any colour you 
want. Any similar fibre (for it is not, strictly speaking, ‘‘ quill ’’) that is 
long enough and strong enough may be used. Mr. Hall makes a beautiful 
body out of fibre of a condor feather. To make a body showing alternate 
rings of different colour, take two pieces of fibres—say brown and dirty 
white for a blue upright—and wind on both together as if you were putting 
on one, taking care, of course, that they lie flat and do not everlap each 
other, Mr. Hall’s eyed hooks are made by Messrs, Hutchinson, of Kendal ; 
and the ‘‘rust-proof’’ hvoks of the same shade are made by Mr. Court, 
Hewell Works, Redditch. ! 

€. Witsoy, Clapham Junction Angling Society.—If we understand the 
ma'ter correctly, it appears one of your members gave a prize to be fished 
for in a stretch of water which he named,.and that during the match the 
prize-giver relaxed the rule as to where the members were to fish, and said 
they could fish where they liked, and now you have a dispute as to who wins 
the prize. It seems to us that if the one who claims the prize fished with 
the others in the prescribed water until the prize- giver said the competitors 

_could go anywhere, then he is fairly entitled to the prize, evenif he had 
caught his fish miles away from the water named. The Weir stream, being 
pet of Thames, and coming within the points named, viz., between Sun- 

ury Lock and Walton Bridge, if it was not barred by the prize-giver, must 
certainly be considered part of the water in which the competitors could 





sh, 
_ Top Rinc.—There is no ‘‘ Angler’s Map of the Rivers of England.’? Your 
best plan is to get the ‘‘ Angler’s Diary,’’ which mentions all the rivers 


and the fishing stations on them, and you can then trace them on the 
ordnance map. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


| [Wedonot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





[Want of space compels us to hold over several letters until next week,—Ep.] 


“GREAT LAKE TROUT” CAUGHT IN THE THAMES. 

_ _ S1r,—Last Friday, the 7th inst., Mr. T. Spreckley sent me a trout to know 
_ its variety. It was afat, handsome male fish of 4} lb. weight, but quite dif- 

ferent in colour and spots to any I had ever seen from the Thames. Not know- 
| ing at the time Mr. Spreckley had caught the trout at Borough Head, I pro- 
_ Rounced it a Salmo ferox, probably from Lough Neagh, Belfast, because of its 
dark complexion and large, chocolateecoloured spots the size of threepenny- 
Pieces. It had no red spots. 


« 1am told Mr, Forbes, of Chertsey, also saw this fish, and thought it was one 








of a Jarge variety of trout-b rood (some of them young ‘ great lake trout ’’) he 
gave us April, 1879, to place in the T.A.P.S. breeding ponds at Sunbury, 
many of which, having grown to Io inches in length, were turned by Mr. 
Spreckley into the Thames at Shepperton, Chertsey, &c., the following year. 

From the markings and other characteristics of this trout, I think it wasa 
true §. ferox, and one of the youngsters given us by Mr. Forbes, since grown 
into a handsome 4% Ib. fish. 

I am sure all anglers who know Mr, Spreckley will be glad that he captured 
this adult, about which and its companions he felt some anxiety some four 
ycars since, and it opens up the question whether s. /¢7'0« cannot be successfully 
introduced into the ‘Thames, and many other of our rivers.—I am, &c., 


\ A. G, JARDINE. 





THE MOY, AND LOUGH CONN, BALLINA (COUNTY MAYO), 
IRELAND. 

Sir,—Having recently paid another visit tothe Moy Hotel, Ballina, accom- 
panied by my friend, Dr. Coates, who had never been in Ireland or caught a 
salmon before, we enjoyed ten days’ fishing in the Moy and Lake, for the most 
part in very charming weather. We caught three salmon each the first day, in 
the river which runs alongside of the town, but our permission being endorsed 
‘* All fish to be retu:ned as uninjured as possible to the water again,’’? we covld 
not retain any; our 7s. 6d. each, &c., for cot and man, went for nothing. We 
visited the lake next day, where there are fish of all kinds, and those you catch 
you can keep. This necessitates a car and driver for the day, 8s. 6d.; boat 
with two rowers, 7s. 6d.; lunch beer, and whiskey, another 6s. ; being about a 
guinea for us two. We were not.so successful on the lake as I have been on 
former occasions. The sun was out for six days in all its power, which was 
much against fly-fishing. Two days it was rough on the lake, so much so, that 
we could not row to the upper part, where the monster pike are. I had duly 
provided myself with two small mackerel for spinning baits, using flights of 
hooks of large size, which my friend, Edwin Pratt, and self successfully use for 
large pike, which are plentiful in a lake within 50 miles of London, but not a 
run did Ihave. My friend was more fortunate with a spoon bait, securing two jack 
and a quantity of large perch. The lake abounds with perch, and can be taken 


“by hundreds with worms, 


We tried to get to the adjoining Lake Cullen one day, but it was too rough 
for the men to row against, so we had to content ourselves with trout fishing 
instead, 

Our most obliging landlord, Mr. Juhn Rourke, got us permission, for a day, 
to fish the town water and keep one salmon each; but as luck would have it, we 
only rose, but never hooked one. {Another time we had two days’ permission to 
fish the Moy, some four miles between the town and the lake. The first day 
was a tantalising one, salmon leaping all around—a bad sign; however, we did 
not return unsuccessful, although the salmon were not so large as those we 
captured on our first day. The second day proveda blank. We saw a great 
number of salmon, as before; they rose and looked at the fly, then descended 
with a swirl of the tail, leaving what is an unsatisfactory ‘‘boil.’? Pat Clarke, 
who has a nicely-furnished cottage on the lake side, tells me that a gentleman 
from London brought a can full of live gudgeon, and had excellent sport with 
them, catching very large salmon and Gillaroo trout. There is one of the latter 
at the Moy Hotel of 171b., and I have one half the size in my collection in the 
Fisheries Exhibition ; but they are known to exceed 20lb., and are best taken 
with a small phantom bait: A gentleman, Mr. Woodford, of Gravesend, 
staying with Pat Clarke, caught 6co trout in 6 weeks—some of them 
“ sloggers ”’ 

Another member of the Piscatorial Society, London, visits 
the lake in spring and autumn. He has just returned from 
another six weeks’ fishing, and tells me that 100 trout a week is nothing from 
Lough Conn; he has freguently-caught more. 

We visited the sma]l river Benree, near the town one day, to ask at the 
Mill for permission to catch some small trout for spinning in the lake. We 
were most politely received by Mrs. and Miss Annie Gallagher, andshown over 
the gardenand tumbling bays by the latter, a most engaging and communica- 
tive young lady, then invited into the elegantly furnished house, introduced to 
young Mr, Gallagher and another sister, and treated to wine and cake This only 
shows what a hospitable race the lish are : here were two Englishmen, perfect 
strangers, enjoying the fascinating company of Mrs. Gallagher and daughters, 
and receiving their invite to visit them again, we were much pleased. Our last 
day on the lake was a rough one; there were large patches of rainbow lights in 
the heavens, our boatmen telling us it foretold a coming storm, and surely 
they were right, for it was then on its way across the Atlantic. We felt some of 
it on the Saturday night,{1st Bept., when we crossed the Jzish Sea. The men call 
these signs weather ‘‘ galls,’” so pronounced—perhaps “gales ”’ is meant. 
Two gentlemen and a lady staying at the Hotel went on the lake several times 
angling ; one of the gentlemen went out in a boat by himself and shot many 
wild fowl—shooting and augling free. We went inacar with Mr. Rourke and 
family to Killala, 8 miles on the coast, to fish the Palmerston river, and view 
one of the ancient watch towers ; the river was low and unfishable. Another 
day we drove to Enniscrome, seven miles, the sea side bathing-place; a 
portion of the beach consists of Jayers of:black stone, which are full of fossil fish, 
many of the broken pieces being of small size. We brought some nice specimens 
away with us. The rest of the bay is fine sand and of great extent, reminding me 
of the Southport sands. There are no bathing machines; theladies walk in 
dressed as they are at Ostend or at Boulogne. On Sundays the country girls 
come down and dispense with dress altogether. The women and children run 
about all the week without shoes or stockings, and sleep in their cabins with 
donkey, pig, or poultry, sothat a bath must be a delight and a blessing to them. 
No one goes near where these frolicking damsels are enjoying themselves. 
There is a spacious and well.furnished billiard room at the Moy hotel, and an 
excellent table init; it ant agreeable lounge for visitors and the well-to-do 
class of Ballina of an evening, for players and non-players to have a chat 
and a glass of wine or grog together. We regret not to have met 
Mr. Marston at Ballina; I am sure that gentleman and Mrs. Marston 
would have enjoyed themselves this time in the fine weather we have 
had. They have left a bright and beloved recollection behind them, 
expressed with that warmth of feeling which spontaneously springs 
from Irish hearts. We are much indebted to Mr. Rourke for constant atten- 
tion to our wants, and procuring us permission to fish for salmon, which many 
would covet ; also to those gentlemen who gave us the privilege we feel grate- 
ful. My friend Dr. Coates busied himself much with questions, medically, of 
the poorer people and their habitations; he had read about them and their 
cabins ; but now he has seen the West Coast of Ireland and gathered up infor- 
mation which I expect will be produced in a book for Ireland’s benefit, including 
the music of an Irish jig he there learned to dance so perfectly. We had a 
yery jolly time indeed.—I am, &c., T. R. SAcHs, 
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FRENSHAM PONDS. | é 

Sir,—In reply to your correspondent ‘‘M.” in a recent issue as to 
Frensham ponds, near Farnham, Surrey, and as to whether tickets are pep 
I may perhaps state that I have frequently fished there, but 2m not aware that 
any permission (except that from the landlord of the public-house adjoney is 
required. At the time I speak of there was good fishing, and from what I have 
heard since I have no doubt it is still better. I have in my mind one particu ar 
instance of good luck, when on one gloomy, tempestuous day Jo August, 
when it was next to the impossible to manage the huge punt, with its still more 
unmanageable poles, to get away to the upper end of the lake (for so its, 
covering some 90 acres); but, having by sheer perseveranze accomplished this, 
we were rewarded by scme good sp rt—some dozen or so of good perch some 
roach, one or two jack of fair size, and drifting down (as we were compelled to 
do from force of wind) we captured a good many more perch, and lost a great 
many, until we got under the headland which shelters one side of the 
lake and could settle quietly to work; we then had some famous sport with 
the jack, which generally choose the heavy weeds which run out for some con- 
siderable distance from the banks. ae 

I know of nothing more enjoyable than a day or two’s fishing at Frensham ; 
the count y round is wild, and at the same time most beautiful. The well- 
known Punch Bowl and the neighbourhood of Haslemere and Blackdown 
would refresh anyone who has never visited this delightful spot, and recom- 
pense him for want of sport, if it should so happen, which I don’t think is 
likely. 

There is one very important consideration, however, to be studied, and that 
is, mind and take your own tackle and bait, live-bait in particular, as you 
cannot depend upon any at hand. Minnows and gudgen will ensure good 
sport, and unless Iam much mistaken, or the times have changed since I was 
at Frensham, your correspondent ‘‘ M.’’ will not regret the day or so at that 
place. At the time I spea of the landlord’s name of the huuse was Marden, 
and isso, I believe, to this day. 

The only objection I have is to the difficulty of getting to the place Farnham 
Station (S.W.R ) is the nearest, and this entails a drive of some four or five 
miles, but these difficulties are not insurmountable. 

Any further information or assistance I can give wi'l be most willing’y 
rendered by— Yours, &c., ERAS 

[Many thanks for this information, and also for your suggestion, which we 
hope to be able to carry out to some extent.—ED ] 


FRENSHAM PONDS. 

S1R,—I have seen no answer to your correspondent ‘‘M.’’ as to this fine 
piece of water. Itis situated about six miles from Farnham. There isa 
hotel there, to whom the fishing belongs ; but as the accommodationis limited, 
it will be necessary to write before to make sure of a bed. It is full of jack and 
perch, but very weedy. It will be necessary to ‘take live bait (dace and 
minnows), as I found the perch would not take a worm.—I am, &c., 

Coleherne Hotel, Earl’s Court. R,. ForBEsS. 





MORE WATERS SECURED FOR LONDON ANGLERS BY THE 
UNITED LONDON FISHERIES SOCIETY. 

S1R,—I have great pleasure in informing the members of angling societ‘es 
enrolled on the three associations that the above society have succeeded in 
renting for their use three stretches of water on the Grand Junction Canal, to 
commence on September 29, 1883—viz., the Slough and Uxbridge Cana', from 
Osman’s Wharf, Bottle Bridge, Uxbridgeto Slough, 74 miles; Cheddington 
to Triny, about 8 miles ; from Batchworth to Springwell, 12 miles. Full par- 
liculars as to boundary, &c., I will forward in a few days.—I am, &c., 

Sept. 12. j R. GHURNEY, sec. 

N.B —The above are in addition to our Ponder’s End Fishery, the Wey- 
bridge Fishery, and the Springwell Fishery at Rickmansworth, and the com- 
mittee are in negotiation for other valuable fisheries. 





FLIES FOR DEVONSHIRE WATERS. 

S1R,—I enclose a few flies that I believe would kill in these streams. I killed 
a bag of 183 brace of grayling with similar ones in five hours on October rrth 
last year. Six of the fish were over 1 ]b., and the best one as near 2 lb. as 
possible. This is now at the Fisheries Exhibition, shown by Mr. T, E. Gunn 
of Norwich. Would it not be bet er to throw the prize for fly-makers open to 
all comers, instead of confining it to Devon? Many of us would like to try for 
it. Would you please pubtish a few of Cutcliffe’s dressings ? The only Devon- 
shire flies I ever saw were a quill-bodied one, with a light-dyed hackle and 
fieldfare Ny a yellow-bodied one, with dark dun hackle and starling 
wings.—I am &c., S. Howarr ifici -m:z 

BiawR ae eae ee OWARTH, artificial fly-maker. 

The flies sent are very good; but to make a fly to pleace 4 
stiter hackles are used by Dev.n makers. Often hee aeamaek ‘aged on 


thinkiog. We wi'l consider the matter of a general priz ‘ 
m ikers.— Ep. ] general prize open to all fly 


——— 


R DEVONSHIRE FLIES AND SWISS TROUT. 
_Str,—Many thanks for yours of the 31st ult., inclosing ‘' Cutcliffe flies,”? 
tried by Mr. Austin. I have not been able to give them a trial, owing ; 
bad weather which has set in and flooded the streams with snow water con- 
sequently I am afraid the trout fishing is neaily over for the season "T feel 
certain the flies will turn out good killers, because I received a couple of dozen 
of Cutcliffe’s from Mudford, of Tiverton, last week, and with two of which 
Nos. 1 and 3, I made acapilal basket of trout on the 3oth ult. If [ vet a 
chance, I will give you my experiences more fully with them ; if not, will do so 
eS season—not only for the Swiss streams, but those in the Black Forest 
At the beginning of this season, on reading the paragra h headed «: 
Upright,”’ in the EISHING GazeTrE, I oat eee Fest Mudtons snaeenae 
ss bgt ed Oo) Hee ale ah i never fished with more killing flies ; the 
ase woul ae ric at the brightest of days, and when @pparently nothing 
banks for the addresses of the grayling fly-tiers.—- 
Aigle, Switzerland, Sept. 8th. ehetale Loe ee oe THE Fysu 
ee Se OE ee 


‘ i Aicel aaoed AT KINGSTON. 

siR,—t may interest the many readers of your valuable 
the fish in the [hames at Kingston were well hs the feed edeioesk: pte 
the sth instant, Mr.Pope, of the Ferry, caught twentystive barbel and one 


to the 


bream, weighing in the aggregate 60lb. ; on the 6th I myself took nine barbe 
weighing 21 lb. ; two eels, weighing 1 lb. 12 oz. ; one flounde-; and last, though 
not least, a magnificent trout, turning the scale at 7lb. The ‘‘speckled 
beauty’? was taken on tight Jeger tackle, and afforded me about twelve 
minute’s splendid sport, after which I nettedit without any assistance. Its 
extreme length is 23 inches, and girth rq inches, and is in the hands of Messrs, 
Little, of 15, Fetter Lane, for preservation. On the 7th Mr. A. Fricker suc- 
ceeded in getting nine barbel and one bream, weighing altogether 20 lb, 2 0z. 
All the sport referred to above was obtained in the deep water opposite the 
**Woodbines.’’—I am, &c., H. Dickson. 

Kingston-on- Thames, t1th Sept. 

P.S.—I have just seen a fine carp taken by a bank angler near Stevens’ 
Eyot, and weighing 6 1b. 14 oz. 


THE NORFOLK BROADS. 

S1r,—The Norfolk broads.are fas: gaining repute amongst anglers all over 
England as being the finest grounds for bottom-fishing that can be found, and 
the attention of the public bas recently been called to these beautiful waters— 
adap‘ed alike to boating and angling—by articles in the London press, and 
from the fact that a few weeks since the Executive Committee of the Fisheries 
Exhibition visited Wroxham, one of the favourite broads of Norfolk. 

My object in writing is to give the readers of your paper some information as 
to the attitude towards visitors now being taken by the owners and occupiers 
of the land surrounding the broads. 

In many instances the entrances to the broads are closed by achain, and ip 
others proceedings have been taxen against anglers for fishing, and I was my- 
self a few days since summoned at the instance of Mr. Edward Boult (the 
tenant of some land contiguous to Heigham Sounds) for fishing on the Sounds, 
and was fined 20s and c sts. ’ 

As a number of the broads are navigable tidal waters, it is believed that this 
action on the part of the landlords is. illegil ia these cases, and the angling 
associations of the neighbourhood have taken the question up with a view to 
testing the legality of tha landlords’ claims in a superior Court. To this end 
a fund is being raised, and as the question largely affects London and Pro- 
vincial as well as local anglers, it is hoped that they will, by subscribing to the 
fund, assist our local societies in combating the landlords in their attempé to— 
deprive the public of their right to use and fish in the tidal broads of Norfolk.— 
Iam, &c., Ernest B. BLAKE. 

Southtown, Great Yarmouth, Sept. 6. 


WHERRIES FITTED UP FOR VISITORS TO THE NORFOLK 
BROADS, 

Sm —We have fitted up three of our wherries with every convenie1ce and 
comfort, with the intention of letting them to gentlemen wishing to visit our 
Norfolk broads. They are very commodious, each being 28 feet long, and about 
To feet wide inside, with a height of nearly 7 feet, and over 20 tons burthen. 
They are fitted with ladies’ cabin capable of sleeping four or sx; the cabin has 
room to dine twelve to sixteen, and so arranged that it can easily be converted 
into a sleeping apartment for eight or ten gentlemen; w.c., and every conve- 
nience. We have also provided glasses, crockery ware, knives, forks, &c.—ia 
fact everything required. The crafts have each two men oa board, and can go 
to Stalham, Wroxham, Hickling, Yarmouth, Lowestoft, Bungay, Beccles, 
Horsey Mere and Norwich, and can reach a railway station each night if 
required. The Lucy, the Diligent, and the Bertha are ready. We can let them 
for any time required, and any one of them can be seen by appointment at 
Wroxham Bridge. Should you feel disposed for a trip we shall be very pleased 
to send you any particulars you may require.—I am, &e., 4 } 

North Walsham. , Press BRorHERS. — 

WASP GRUBS AND HOW TO PRESERVE THEM. 

Srr,—Can any of your numerous readers inform me how are wasp-grubs best 
preserved ?—I am, &c., AMATEUR. 

{Mr. J. H. Keene gave a recipe for preserving wasp-grubs as being better 
than whisky, recommended by another correspondent signing himself 
“J. W. M.”? Mr. Keene said—‘‘ Take the fullest grown and whitest from the 
comb, and, putting them ona colander, pour boiling water gently over from a- 
kett'e. Then drop them ina basin of bran, and toss them about till quite dry. 
Now make a syrup of sugar, or treacle will do quite as well, and drop them into 
it. They will keep almost.as long as you like, and come out hard and as sweet 
as candy.’’ Wasp-grubs are a splendid buit for almost all fish.—Eb ] > 

| 


é 


BAITS PRESERVED IN METHYLATED SPIRIT. 
Srr,—I have a small bottle of methylated spirits ia which liver gentles have 
been kept since 1876—seven years. One day last weee I gave a few to Mr. 
Edgar Evans, who fished with them at Shillingford, and he kindly reports as 
fo'lows upon their merits : —At first I had little or no success with them, bu' 
having washed them well, I caught on an averaye three or four roach or dac2 
with one gentle; but I cid not detect any advantage in them over the li 
gentles. They may prove, however, an excellent substitute or auxiliary to th 
natural bait, as they are tough and do not smash, and when the hook is armed 
with a live gentle thisis an advantage, as they do not skin like the former. The 
spirit appears to enlarge them both in length and circumfereace.—I " &cam 
TRERL. | 
[Some fanatic called on us some little time back wanting us to start a com= 
pany for the manufacture of artificial gentles. Ifroach take methylated gentles 
in this wav, how would they take gentles preserved in some pleasant. preserva- 
tive like King’s ? Doubtless, Mr, K. wil try, and will thank ‘Creel’? for 
the idea.—ED. ] 

















, BAITS PRESERVED IN ALCOHOL. a 
Siz,—Having used above for some years, perhaps you would like to know my 
experience, , - 
About five years ago I was pike fi-hing in a pool near here with fresh gad- 
geon and could not get a run. Having some preserved ones with me I He 
one ona gorge hook and svon had a fish I caught sixteen that day with them. 
T have also used them and minnows also on Loch Corrib, and caught salmon 
and trout. ae 
I left the minnows with the fisherman, and he wrote to me and said they were 
the best bait for trout he ever used. I also tried them a few weeks ago on 
Loch Conn, using them nearly every day for fifteen days, and never had a run 
with them, though I had fair sport with artificial baits. I have some in King’s 
preservative, but have not yet tried them, but they look as fresh as when they 
were put into the bottle about two weeks “ago. I always use fresh bait whea 
I can get them.—I am, &c., : 


; : THOMAS ADKINS. 
Smethwick, near Birmingham, Sept. 3. 


, 
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SEA FISHING AT LOWESTOFT. 
S1e,—I beg to recommend C. Ansdell, of 6, Crown Street, Lowestoft, as a 
thoroughly expetienced shore fisherman, and shall be glad to show the testi- 


monials 1 have received from various gentlemen who have endorsed my- 


«pinion. : 

eile should have fully a couple of days’ notice to meet his customer, and have 
‘apevious talk upon the peculiar requirements of this somewhat special, but 
most interesting, part of our pursuits —I am, &c., CREEL. 


WEED-CUTTING IN THE THAMES. 

Sim,—I should feel greatly obliged if any of your readers would kindly favour 
me with the approximate date and the name of the place where they may have 
observed the men employed by the Thames Conservancy cutting weeds in the 
early part of the season. If possible, I should be glad of such information 
from all parts of the Thames.—I am, &<., THE CHERWELL OTTER. 

Pheasant Inn, St. Giles, Oxford. 








THE GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY GUIDE TO THE CONTINENT. 

Str,—In a kindly notice of my little ‘‘Gaide to the Continent,’’ you are 
good enough to say that ** a few notes for anglers in connection with the rivers 
mentioned would make it a perfect hand-book.”’ 

T purpose adding some notes on Dutch rivers to the next edition. Perhaps 
some brother rods could favour us through your columns, for my own and 
others’ information, with their experiences on Belgian or German streams? 
1 haye just returned from the Hartz Mountains, where the secluded trout 
streams aie full of fish, but strictly preserved. I am hoping, however, to be 
able to say that in oneor two cases, at least, next year permission will be 
granted to English anglers for a few days’ fishing, who go with proper 
credentials. —I am, &c., Percy LINDLEY. 

{The ‘“ Angler’s Diary,’’ published at the /ie/d office, says that there is 
excellent sport among pike, perch, carp, roach, and bream, in nearly all of the 
numerous canals, so we are glad to hear Mr. Lind'ey is going to give us a little 
more definite information thaa this, which is all that exists, so far as we know 
on angling inthe Netherlands (By the way, how a Dutchman resents his coun- 
try being calleé Holland!) Max von dem Borne’s ‘‘Guide to Angleis on the 
Continent ”’ is the only one we know; it refers to G:rmany, Austria, and 


- Switzerland, if we remember rightly,—ED. ] 





: FISHING AT WRAYSBURY. 

Srr,—The portion of the Colne which runs from Wraysbury isnow, I 
believe, in private hands. There used to be a first-rate roach swim near the 
bridge, which gees over the line near to the station, and if I remember rightly, 
one of my neighbours, when old Joe Heath had the management of the water, 
vot 40 lb. weight of roach in one day. The water commences at the Paper 
Mills, and in the Mill Pool, Ihave known perchtaken up to 3 lb. each and 
chub of animmense size. The old river is no very great distance from the 
s alior, and our friend, Mr. Hoole, will find that many anglers will go that way 
to get to the war path in orderto have a chat with him. I remember some 


years ago hearing of netting going on in that neighbourhood, and that large 


fish carriers, with the designation of a Northern Aquarium upon them, were con- 
stantly seen at the station. I at once wrote to the officials of that Aquarium, 


and the carriers wefe sent back. ‘There can be no doubt this will not occur in| 


Mr. Hoole’s time. I am sure we all congratulate Mr. Hoole on his promotion, 
and I hope he will soon follow his predecessors to Hounslow. It is remarkable 
the last three station agents at Wraysbury have been promoted to Hounslow. 
I believe there are some small pieces of water not far from Wraysbury Station; 
but Mr. Hoole will not be long before he finds them out, ifhe does not know 
them already.—-I am, &c., B. 


TROUT LOOTING ON THE CRAY. 

S1r,—Under this heading there appeared in your’paper recently a letter, 
which, forts length, teems with more inaccuracies, I regret to’say, than the Cray 
with trout, and which, I being the supposed offender against the ‘‘ mute 
li'tle fish who can't speak half their wish,’’? I hope you will, in common fair- 
ness, allow me to correct. About twice a year, for the last forty three years, 
we have cleaned out our mill~head in the same way as on te occasion referred 
to, i.¢., by drawing the sluices and tearing up the weeds with a large harrow 
drawn by horses; and during that period the fish have turned sick not more 
than six or eight times, or one time in ten. The reason is simply this: When 
there is a full flow of water in the river it does not become turbid; but if the 
supply be short, it grows thick and injurious. On the river near North Cray 
Place, there is a large reservoir or basin dammed by sluices. When these are 
drawn there is an extra discharge of water; and, on the other hand, when they 
are shut the supply is diminished, It so happened on Bank Holiday that just 
after we began our work there was a superabundance of water, and before we 


had finished it was very short, caused probably by the above process, thus 


_ pails to astreamlet that runs through my grounds. 


rendering the stream so muddy as to affect even the finny denizens of the 
polluted Cray. Perhaps your correspondent can inform you who contributed 
thus to their injury? As soon as it was observed that the fish were turning on 
their backs, my son and myself jumped into the river, and with a basket threw 
more than sixty of them out on the bank, when my men conveyed them in 
As far as I can ascertain, 
about one hundred fish were taken, two-thirds of which were returned to their 
native element alive and well. I was in the water about two hours, and while 
thus engaged at the front of the mill some trespassers at the back of my 
premises caught six or eight fish, which they killed and doubtless ate; but as 
to nearty the whole parish having eaten trout for supper, I should be surprised if 
more than halfa dozen families enjoyed the luxury, The large trout was landed on 


- a neighbour's grounds, and instead of exceeding 6 Ib. in weight, it weighed 





exactly 3b. 15 0z Being an old friend of my family, at whose hands it has 
been constantly fed, it was at my request given to me, and I have sent it to be 
stuffed—not for consumption, but for preservation.—I am, &c., 

THe WoRTHY MILLER. 





: ANOTHER IRISH RISING. 
'S1e,—Some six months ago you published an account of my first day's 


' salmon fishing this season, which I called ‘‘ Opening the Ball.’?” Perhaps it 
| May interest some of your readers if I relate an equally curious incident which 


occurred to me this day in the same locality, but with to me, at all events, 
much less gratifying results. I have, with my friend Colonel C., been staying 
here for the last three weeks for salmon fishing and grouse shooting. I need 





not tell you that the t2th, 13th, and 14th of August were extremely wet (s> 

much s9 that we could not ge+out to shoot till the 15th). In consequence the 
river rose to such an extent that it overflowed its banks for many miles. Since 
it again got ‘into ply’’ the weather has been so hot, calm, and bright that 
we have hardly had any fishing, two or three fish from 7 Ib. to 15 1b. being all 
we have killed, though we have risen several others, and hooked and lost a few 

This morning between four and five o'clock the weather suddenly changed, and 
we had a deluge of rain with a perfect hurricane from the east. However, we 
sallied out, clad in ‘‘waterproofs from top to toe.’’ I left the Glen stream to 
the colonel, as is was about the only place where there was a chance of castinz 
a fly, (Lought to have said that we have only one side of the river, and that, 
of course, the wrong side for the wind to-day.) I went a considerable distance 
up the river to try three or four of our best pools, but found the wind against 
me so violent that I could not cast a fly at all, spd as the said wind had blowa 
the rain through, I suppose, the buttonholes of my macintosh till I was we 

through, I decided to ‘‘ give up and go home.’”’ AsI walked down the footpath 
on the riverside, Lany, the lad who was carrying my rod, just dropped the fly ove 

the bank into the Castle hole, and at once a large fish came up, and followed 
the fly for some distance, but though he made a regular plunge at, it did not 
take. He (Larry) tried again, and either the same or another fish exactly 
repeated the performance. He tried a third time, and then two salmon came up 
together, followed the fly for some yards, then one of them seemed to pitch himself 
head first at the fly, yet did not fasten. I then took the rod to try my hand, 
(I should have said that we were on the bank some 4 ft. above the river an 
so could most dis'inctly see the fish and what they did) As soon as I got the 
fly on to the water, about five or six yards from the point of the rod, a large 
fish came up, followed the fly for a yard or two, and then made a regular dive 

atit. I felt sure I had him; but, alas! when I raised my band there was no 
tightening of the line—none of that electric thrill which runs down tbe small 
of the back when you feel you are ‘‘in him.’’ The fish had never touched the 
fly. A similar thing occurred five times, always with the same result, for 
though two or three times I fancied I saw the line tighten a little, it never dil 
so sufficiently to justify me in striking. Toe rises could hardly have been made 
by one fish, as I got them all the way down the pool, some 35 to4o yards. I 
then changed the fly, and fished the pool over again. Result just the same. 

Five times did good fish follow, and apparently swallow my fly, yet I never 
hooked one. I am sure the fish means taking, as we could plainly see 
their mouths open when following the fly. At length [ got annoyed, and when 
my twelfth fish rose at, and turned over and down with the fly, I did what no 
doubt my brother salmon fishers will agree with me in calling, to use a mild 
term, a most idiotic thing. Instead of waiting to feel my fish, as n» doubt I 
should have done this time (be made such a magnificent rise), I struck very 
quickly and very hard, and left my fly and half the casting line in a grand fish 
of 25 to 30 lb., which the force of the strike had dragged on to the top of the 
water. When I had put up another casting line and fly the river had begun, 

and the ash ce?sed, to rise, and soon after the former came down bank fu 1, and 
ofthe colour and consistency of pease soup. Of course, further fishing was 
useless, so the 15 ‘‘ offers’? made by the fish resu'ted in no engagement, though 
I would gladly have accepted them all.—[ am, &c., 

An OLD Rop. 





REFUGE HARBOURS. 


Sim —The council of this society has decided that it is advisable to petition 
Parliament that immediate s‘epsare taken to increase harbour accommodation for 
saving life and property, for the protection and development of our fisheries, 
and other shipping interests. If all districts will get such a petition signed it 
will help forward everybody. 

Considering the great sacrifice of life this is intended to mitigate (nearly 
1,000 persons each year), inland districts will no doubt willingly aid the cause, 
which Lord Colville, of Culross, said at a meeting at Cowes, on August 17th, 
was nothing less than a scandal to the nation 

I shall be pleased to send a copy of the petition to anyone willing to do a 
little work to save the lives of-our fishermen and sailors.—-I am, &c., 

F. Jounson, hon. sec. 

National Refuge Harbours Society of the United Kingdom, 

St. Leonard’s-on Sea. 


FOOD OF FRESHWATER FISH. 

Srr,—As a constant reader of the FisHING GAzgTTE, and one who was 
much interested in a recent paper on the ‘‘ Food of Freshwater Fish,”’ will you 
let me, through your columns, express a hope that some one of your able 
correspondents will settle down to write a series of papers—to be afterwards 
published in a collective form —which would serve as a text-book for every 
angler who wishes to be a well-informed naturalist with reference to all that 
relates to his favourite pastime.—I am, &c , See rere 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Mb ech ici mee Iraest. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cure disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine kealthy ad 
buoyant condition :— A 

* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lanbing. 
“GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 

“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

“ GASEODYNE,”’ for Heaving or Paining. 

* ATCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills. 

“ CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. i 

Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid, Each articte can 
be had separately. ' ‘ : 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION,—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT. 
22, DORSET STREET. BAKER STREET, LONDON, W, 
/ 4 3) AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 





462 
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EXHIBITION. 
STAND 46383 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 
and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, | 
anbentor and Patentee of the Hew Perfect 
Combination Reel. 


Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, 10, or II feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition ase, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any ion 
and superior finish. 

Sapefioe Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. : 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38. ; 3} inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d. ; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. 9d., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, 1s. 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, td. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. a 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Nit- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 3} inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, p.ice 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price 15s. : 

All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 

free by post. 





THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 902, 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 ¢et, stand-up rings. Wunch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s. 8d. Carsiage paid fur 6d, 
extra, 





‘‘ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottcm Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.”’?—FisHinc 
GAZErrE. 

ryardgut cas 1s. 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

per dozer ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s, 4d. per dozen. 
Finest drawn git manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per roo ; 2s, 3d, 
per 50. and 7d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long 1s. rcd. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 
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Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM TAE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT, 


H, MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
DS oa Ss 


Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No, 


Se aE 


REUBEN HEATON’S 
_ “§LITTLE = Game 
POCKET BALANCE 


FoR 
RARCELS POST, SPORTSMAN’S and 
HOUSEHOLD PURPOSES. 


Soll at Fishing Tackle and Ironmongery Establishments. 














Favourite Horses’ and other Hoofs Cured, Polished, and 
Mounted in various Patterns, 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 


UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


Selle eet ee ier ee Se 

LIVE PERCH FOR SALE, 

One and two year old, price 10s. per 100.—Apply 
W. T. Six, Burghley Park, Stamford. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND, 471. 

P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH.- 
MAN UOFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 
and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 


















dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri. tion, 
also to give informa’ion 1especting Loealit'es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet’? Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application, 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 


DIVISION 14. 


THE 
“MACNEE” PIKE SCALE FLY. 


Wings made frem prepared Pike Scales. 
from Inycntor, 


JAMES MACNEE, Bohally, Pitlochry (N.B.). 3d. each. 


Extract from ‘Trout Fishing near Canterbury,’’ by R. B. 
Marston, Esq. :— 
“« T set great store by these Flies now, asI find they 
will kill when nothing else wil].”’ 
3EWARE OF IMITATIONS. 





Genuine only 





sTOMEHE 1QUEEN: 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE, 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER 


Factory and StorE— 


29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
Suow Rooms— 
149, rare 871, OXFORD STREET 
LATE 292, OXFORD STREET 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN. 
Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


For a Hunéred Excellent and Palatable ' 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in. cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 


BaANcH—381, 








*‘ The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness,” —British 
Workwoman. J 
“‘ Can scarcely fail to prove of service.”—The Rock, 





PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. 





No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain, 


STEPHENS’ 
STAINS FOR WOOD 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 
EBONY. 

Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe- 
ditious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney. Geld Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881. 








Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by post 
on application to 


HENRY C. STEPHENS, 
191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 


A BOON TO ANGLERS ! 1! 


WATERPROOF BOOTS 


OF 
ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 





Both the Uppers and Soles by a 
Patented Process S are guaranteed 
Waterproof, F ensuring 


DRY AND WARM FEET. 


Carriage free to any part of the country. 


WILSON and SON, 








70, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON, 


interesting Entertainment in England, 
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GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 
First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


PATENT SELF-ACIING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c. 


SpzeciaL FEATURES. 


Perfect Portability"? *"™=* 

Cannot get out of Order. 

Cannot Overflow. 

Automatic in Action. j 

Combining Aquarium  witl 
Fountain. 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 
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HURRAH FOR THE “RED-TAG!” 


DozNG August I had been trying for grayling with poor 


success ina stream which last year had yielded me excellent 
sport. For some days the weather was rough and stormy; others, 
warm and sunny, produced a short, unsatisfactory morning rise, 
an afternoon absolutely worthless except for dace, andan evening 
with an unaccountable absence of fly until it was too dark to see 
anything, and then a furious and exasperating rise at the un- 
known for ten minutes. Two days in succession I got three 
brace of 3-pounders, and not a single killabie fish. Another 


short day of a few hours I hooked fourteen fish and lost half of 


them, four decent fish going one after another without any 
apparent reason when I seemed to have them well in hand. 
Altogether, things seemed to conspire against me—the big grayling 
were not to the fore at all, and trout and grayling, big and little, 
proved ‘‘kittle cattle to shoe behint” every time I went out. 

On Saturday, September 8th, I was at home wondering whether 
it was worth while to have another trial before the end of the 
sea hich with me, I am sorry to say, is about the middle of 
September, asa rule. The list of six grayling flies in the FisHinc 
GazeTTE and Mr. Marston’s note prompted me to write to Mrs. 
Cox for a dozen red-tags, to meet me at my fishing quarters on 
Wednesday morning. I should have tied them myself, but I was 
short of the proper-sized hooks and hackles; moreover, I rarely 
did anything with the red-tag last year—the first season I tried 
t—and I don’t find much pleasure in tying flies about which I 
um slightly sceptical. But my scepticism has vanished once and 
orall; in future no autumn expedition will be deemed com- 
dete without the seductive red-tag. I only kept three of the 
lies Mrs. Cox sent as the gut was too stout for my liking, and I 
vrote and asked forthe remainder to be tied on eyed hooks, size 
90, short. I also, wrongly I am convinced now, criticised the 
nake of the fly, asking fora ruddier tinge in the hackle, anda 
wrighter herl for the body. And now to my sport. I started on 
Vednesday, September 12th, to walk up-stream, with a certain 
nill and its surroundings in view, intending to extend my opera- 
ions a mile further to get the evening rise at a village from 
thich I could return by a convenient train. It was very hot, 
nd the wind down-stream—of course, it always is nowadays, 
lowever, I begin to doubt if we should have a very good time, 
nd the fish a very bad one, if we made the weather ourselves, and 
shing without its difficulties would soon lose its charm. 

I began by carefully wading up and fishing the stream running 
utofa big hatch, or rather a series of hatches. But I never 
ioved a fin till I fished it down again, and then I killed a trout 
nd returned a grayling. Fished two more such places blank, 
nd I had not added to the weight of the basket when I reached 
ie slow, gliding stream, two or three hundred yards below the 
ull. Here I found a few straggling duns, very small and 
elicate in colour (Mr. Aldam’s ‘Eden fly,” in fact, but almost 
20 small for imitation), just enough to keep the grayling with 
me eye on the surface and the other on their enemy on the 
‘ank. I rarely use two flies on a chalk stream, but my red-tags 
€re tied on gut too coarse for the end of my cast, so I used one 
3a drop, and the tiniest light dun at the point. And with this 
st I began to have sport at once ; and had the wind only been 
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up-stream instead of down, what a day I should have had! As it 
was, with a long stretch of knee-deep water before me, I had 
either to crawl on the bank and throw across, or else wade up and 
send my cast as best I could dead in the teeth of the wind. I 
tried both, and had the mortification of seeing many a good fish 
scud off from my side where I was kneeling, scaring others as he 
went; and, when wading, the wind rarely let me cast a long 
enough line to cover the best fish before they were disturbed by 
the waving rod. It is all very well to talk of “ throwing against 
the wind,” but I never yet saw anyone who could cast gossamer 
gut straight into the wind’s eye ; and even if the angler does 
manage to get it out somehow over the fish, how rarely does the 
fly float with wings cocked, or without that fatal curl in the cast 
which shows the suspicious fish a foot of glittering gut before he 
is attracted by the fly ? 

: However, I worked very hard, and was rewarded from time to 
time with trout, grayling, or dace, and in the end landed fourteen 
grayling, five trout, and three big dace, nearly all with the red- 
tag. Many of my fish were 2-pounders, and under the 12-inch 
limit ; but I had excellent sport. Considering the day and my 
previous disappointment, I was quite content with keeping four 
grayling and three trout, two of the former being 121b. a-piece 
as near as possible. I could easily have increased my take, but 
whenever I found myself among dace cr herring-sized grayling I 
moved on to look fora big one. I wasted some time, of course, 
as one always does, over one or two impossible fish, which it was 
easy to covet as they rose time after time within view, and equally 
hard to leave as long as they continued feeding. One such fish 
was a trout who fed in the heat of the day on imperceptible gnats 
and midges, and would not be tempted by anything of mine. 
Another was a grayling, which I circumvented after some trouble. 

I was wading under some trees, and close by me I heard that 
significant, quiet ‘ plop,” which always denotes a big fish. I 
looked about and found him close to me, not five yards up-stream. 
I quietly backed till I got to a convenient distance, and cast over 
him several times, but the only effect was to make him move a 
little nearer to the bank, so that I could hear him rise and see the 
dimple in the water, bat could not cast to him owing to the over- 
hanging boughs. At last my patience was exhausted, and J 
waded up to look at him and Jong for him all the more. A's he 
shot past me down-stream I saw he was a grayling; andI put him 
down at 2lb. Then I proceeded to trim the bank, and cut away 
the boughs; I marked the spot carefully, and I went on my way. 


‘About 5 o’clock I returned, and the shade of the trees made it 


difficult to see anything but a bold rise on the far side of the 
stream. So I listened, and had the pleasure of hearing the 
unmistakable “plop ” close to the bank where I had marked him 
in the morning. Then I saw a faint dimple, and knew exactly 
where my friend was. By this time in the day the red-tag had 
asserted its superiority over other flies, and I put one on at the 
point, as the fish was laying close to the sedges on the opposite 
bank. After about half-a-dozen casts I got the right distance; 
down came the priceless red-tag, the tiny unobtrusive rise 
followed, and I hadhim on. He fought like a demon, and took 
me down-stream 50 or 60 yards before I could net him. It was 
my fifteenth fish, and I was not a little pleased at the capture. 
There is nothing I like so much as outwitting one of these artful 
big ones, and storming the impregnable fortress of a lusty fish 
feeding in fancied security, 

I found the fish about the mill so attractive that I never got 
any further. The evening rise, however, was a failure, and I 
tramped home at last very tired with so long a day in wading 
stockings. 

The next day I went by train a little higher up the river, and 
did not get to work till eleven o’clock. iI found the same little 
dun out very strong, and on a wide shallow where I began the 
fish were feeding in all. directions. I was an hour too late, I 
fancy, for the fish had settled down to feed at ease on the too- 
abundant flies, and with a blazing sun and cloudless sky both 
trout and grayling were very suspicious, and the mere glitter of 
the gut before it touched the water was sufficient at times to 
frighten the fish into the weeds. I noticed that the trout were 
“bulging,” taking the larve before they come to the surface ; 
and it is almost hopeless to whip over them when this is 
the case. However, in this part of the river trout are scarce and 
mostly big, so I could not resist the temptation of laying siege to 
a few of them, but it only confirmed my belief that it is a waste 
of time to fish over trout when they are ‘ bulging,” Thanks to 
the red-tag, I got three brace off this shallow, three of the fish 
being very good grayling, from 13 1b. upwards. In one case my 
movement in the water scared four or five grayling, and I saw 
them swim off together and take up their position on a patch of 
gravel just within casting distance. I just waited till they had 
settled down, and genily laid my cast a yard above them. Up 
came a “Jumper” in a twinkling, and the next moment he was 
giving me a dance all over the shallow, with the irresistible 
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red-tag fast in his nose. 1 got him out after a brilliant fight, and 
he was the best fish of the day, 1$1b. It now got so bright and 
hot that I found my presence in the shallow only frightened the 
fish, and I moved up-stream. - - . 

A few more fish were found a$ long in‘ervals, and I finished up 
at four o’clock for the homeward train, having got five and a half 
brace, of which I kept two brace only. I did not weigh them, 
but sent them off to a friend the same evening. He weighed 
them next day, and told me the smallest was 14lb. and the largest 
1ilb., a very handsome two brace for any water. My three 
red-tags were nearly done for, so I had to tie some by candle- 
light, as I intended an early start the following morning, and my 
supply from Winchester had not come. However, the heat and 
the fatigue had knocked me up, and I found it prudent to take a 
day’s rest, tying a few little duis to pass away the time. 

On the 15th I repeated my first day’s programme, only I found 
fish rising in different places, and I got four brace before I got 
to the mill. All of these were half-pounders, except a trout of 
1]b. and a grayling of 1}1b., both on reg-tag. As I neared the 
mill, where I enjoyed some of my best sport on the last occasion, 
I found nothing on the move but dace, and I went on. It was 
past one o’clock when I got to what ought to have been the 
mill-race, but the mill was not going, and the water shallow and 
still. Isaw some splendid fish sailing up and down, and I grieve 
to say there were six or eight jack prowling about. Ispent some 
time rigging up a wire, hoping to,cut short the career of some of 
these brutes; but I was Laffled for want ofa long stick—the longest 
I could cut was far too short. 

The mill water was coming down a little side stream, and I 
went round to see what this was like, as I had never fished it. 
Just where it joined the main river I saw a nice lot of grayling, 
not rising, but evidently on the prowl, and I immediately decided 
to postpone my lunch while I invited them to dine. A fine fish 
ordered ‘‘red-tag for one” at once, and got it. He meant 
keeping it, for he fought so hard down-stream that he nearly 
took me out of my wading depth. However, inthe end, he added 
i}]b. to the basket, and, as it was only the third fish killed, I 
made up my mind to get just one more before I satisfied my own 
cravings. And when I had got the two brace basketed, besides 
three brace returned, I felt I had earned my grub and _ my rest, 
and I sat on my basket watching some of the grayling still 
undisturbed just above. I forget how many I caught at the 
meeting of the two streams. I certainly basketed four, and the 
smaller fish were a nuisance, as they would rise at the flies just 
as. they were floating temptingly over one of the big ones. 
Finally, I left off fishing and walked down the now shallow mill- 
race, in places almost dry, to inspect the stock of fish. At one 
bend I saw imprisoned eight or ten brace of splendid grayling— 
some of them not for short of 3lb. Above and below the water 
trickled in a stream too shallow for anything but small fish. I 
waded in, and watched these ‘grand fish race past my legs. 
Again and again they bolted past, till one, in a state of absolute 
bewilderment, went into my net, and I scooped him out. He 
was a lovely two-pounder, short, thick, and as fat asa pig. I 
need hardly say I could not basket a fish taken in this way, and, 
after briefly admiring him, I put the splendid fellow back again. 
I only hope the miller is an honest fellow, and that no poaching 
rascal ever gets to know of this hole. If I ever get the chance 
again, I shall not leave the spot without digging a passage 
through the gravel for the fish to get down into the deep water. 
I did not think of it at the time. I should say there were 30 lb. 
of grayling in that hole, and all the fish were large, probably 
because the smaller ones had found their way out over the 
gravel into the deeper water below. 

For the next hour or two there was no more fishing, and 
’ I tramped at leisure to the shallow mentioned in my last day’s 

sport. Here I found trout rising, but few grayling, and those 
the smallest. I could not get arise out of any of them for a long 
time, and ended up by hooking what in the dusk appeared at 
first to be a very heavy fish, but it was only a pounder, foul- 
hooked. It was too late to cut him open to see what they were 
taking, but I pushed my forefinger down his throat and brought 
up larvee and nothing else. Every year I notice a greater 
tendency on the part of trout to this kind of midwater feeding— 
shrimps, water snails, and larvze form the summer diet of half of 
our chalk stream trout. Doubtless they find it safer work than 
legitimate fly food; but it is most aggravating to the angler. I 
can stand a blank day as well as most people; but to see the fish 
feeding (at first sight feeding on flies) and have all your offers 
refused is exasperating to the last degree. A blank day, when 
nothing is to be seen on the move, is quite a different thing. For- 
tunately the grayling have not yet acquired the habit of feeding 
on larve to the exclusion of flies—at least, I have rarely found 
them at it; but I’m afraid they will be as bad as the trout in a few 
years. It is merely a matter of education. 

The hot day was followed by avery dense mist, and the fish 


ceased rising suddenly, as they generally do on these occasions. 
The railway took me home with three and a half brace of capital 
fish out of a total take of nine brace, more than half of which fell 
victims to the red-tag. So ended a most pleasant week. The 
sport was not very grand, some will say; still, it is early in the 
season for grayling, and the river I was fishing is by no means 
well stocked. Considering the bright, hot weather and the 
down-stream wind, twenty-five and a half brace in two days is no 
bad for a weedy chalk stream, especially when I add that I wa 
using the smallest hooks (oo and ooo), that I lost only one fly 
and that out of seventy-five fish hooked I landed sixty-three. 
H. §.. Haut: 
[We are delighted to think our recommendation of the “ rec 
tag” has been so soon endorsed, and in such a thorough manne 
—also to note that Mr. Hall finds the Hampshire grayling “ figh 
like demons.” —Ep. | 








FLY FISHING FOR TROUT. 
(Continued from page 4.16.) 

I HAVE advised thatthe rod should be 10 feet in length, a 

stiff as possible, and weighing not over 12 0z.—say from 9 02 
to 12 oz,—and with no feeling of top-heavyiness when handled 
The material of the rod is a. question of expense: this and th 
choice of a line, which should not be too heavy for the rod, | 
must leave my reader to settle with the fishing-tackle maker, as_ 
propose to confine my remarks more especially to the practica 
details connected with catching your fish and landing it; but 
may observe here that a walk through the collection of tackk 
exhibits at South Kensington affords a most splendid opportunity 
of makinga choice among the great variety of rods now at the 
disposal of the fisherman, as they can be put together and tried a: 
they seldom can be in ashop, though I regret to find that th 
representatives of the different firms are now rather conspicuou: 
by their absence, which was not the case when the Exhibitior 
first opened. 

There are two orthree little matters connected with the ree 
which I advise the novice especially to pay attention to. A reel witl 
a handle—I mean the old-fashioned, common reel—is a continuz 
nuisance, and loses many a fish. A revolving plate is indispens 
able, and the handle on this plate should be short and conical 
t.e., With the broad base of the cone next to the plate, so tha 
when the line catches over the handle it at once slides off. / 
thin piece of brafs, or adouble brass wire, fastened to one of thi 
winder bars of the reel and to the rod, as suggested by Mr 
Pennell, prevents the line from hitching itself round the back o 
the reel, and saves much hasty language on the part of th 
angler. 

The gut foot line or collar, which may be from 6 to 8 feet ir 
length, should be tapered. The end lengths of this should be a: 
fine as the gut on which the fly is tied (¢.e., when eyed hooks ar 
not used—though it is best to tiea few of these on alength o 
gut before going to theriver). The great advantage of havin; 
the collar tapered is, that should it be desirable to put ona large 
fly at any time—for instance, towards dusk—two or three of the 
lower links can be broken off and the fly tied on the thicke 
portions of the collar. It also makes a tapered line less neces 
sary. For many reasons I think it is better to tie the flies on te 
the foot line than to loop them; but I strongly recommend th: 
use of flies on eyed hooks—it is, at any rate, more economical 
They stand more work. Ifyou don’t use them one season, yo 
do not find the next that the gut is rotten and the fly useless, ane 
you can always fish as fine as you like with them—z.e., you never 
find that the gut on which your flies are tied is three or four times 
as coarse as the foot lines you happen to be using. I have 
noticed that, even during the last four years in Hampshire, that 
flies which I used successfully at the beginning of that period J 
now never think of putting on my line, on account of the thicknes: 
of the gut on which they are tied, but which was not too thicl 
three or four years since. The eyed hooks have only. one dis: 
advantage—viz., that they cannot be changed quite so quickly 
but, as I have said, this difficulty is avoided by tying a few tc 
lengths of gut before leaving home. For large flies, sedge, ae 
fly, moths, &c., the eyed hooks are invaluable. : | 

I would not advise the novice to use foot lines of drawn gut. 
This is undoubtedly a luxury which can only be indulged in bj 
the experienced angler, and I think, too, that gut not drawn can 
be had fine enough for any purpose- I need hardly say that the 
fly on the eyed hook, if not tied previously as I have suggested 
on a length of gut, will be fastened, by one of the knots described, 
and I think illustrated in the Frsuinc Gazzrre by Mr. Hall ot 
another correspondent last year, to the last link of the foot line. 
This requires for the very small flies good eyesight and fingers 
that are not clumsy, and involves a loss of time when fish are 
rising well—perhaps only for half-an-hour. The gut collarot 
foot line must, when fishing, be perfectly free from all bends and 
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kinks. If it has been coiled up soak it in a saucer of luke-warm 
water for ten minutes, and draw any parts that do not hang per- 
fectly straight through the points of the finger and thumb held 
tightly together. This is of the greatest consequence where you 
wish to fish fine. I always keep a small elastic ring with a pin 
bent into a figure 8 on it round the butt of the rod below the reel, 
and hook the fly into the ring and wind the line up till the elastic 
is stretched a little. This keeps the gut beautifully straight and 
ready for use. When living near the river it is a good plan never 
to take the rod to pieces, and to keep the line stretched as here 
described. Ifthe tackle is only put together on arrival at the 
water, the foot line, which as been carried coiled up in the 
book, may be put into the water at once to soak while the rod and 
line are being adjusted. 

A pair of the smallest sized nail scissors should be carried. 
Those attached to fishing knives are a useless abomination. 
The outside edge of the points of the scissors for half an inch or 
so should be nicely rounded off on a hone, as the closed scissors 
are then very useful in tying knots in gut. They are most con- 
veniently carried fastened by the rings to a piece of doubled 
string about 8inches long, to the otherend of which I attach a 
bone disgorger, and this I always use to take the flies out of the 
fish when landed. Asa fly will nearly always be spoilt in taking 
hold of it with the finger and thumb to extract it, the disgorger 
should be small at the end, so as to slip easily into the bend of the 
hook. ‘The scissors and disgorger can be carried by passing the 
latter through a buttonhole of the coat. A spike at the end of 
the rod I always think is very much in the way; it is not pleasant 
to have it sticking into one’s side when winding in line. If any- 
thing of the sort is wanted, the conical cap, with blunt steel point, 
is farmore convenient. I have only seen this on rods made by 
Mr. Ogden, at Clapham. No doubt other makers will supply it. 
_ The landing net, with a pear-shaped flat wooden ring, is, I 
think, the best. It should have a handle about 33 feet in length, 
with a plain folding joint about 9 inches below the point of the 
net. It should be carried on a strap over the shoulder, so that it 
may hang well back under the left arm. It is then easily got at 
with the left hand when wanted, and the end of the handle, if the 
joint is where I have advised, clears the ground. 

In my next paper I hope to arrive at the riverside. 

Oo. Ra. te. 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


SHAKESPEARE AS AN. ANGLER.* 


In this tasteful little volume the Rev. Mr. Ellacombe endeavours 
to prove, by collecting together all the references to fish and 
fishing to be found in the poet’s writings, that Shakespeare was 
an angler. We cannot conscientiously say,that the attempt is 
entirely successful—though the result is most interesting—for by a 
similar process it would not be difficult to prove that Shakespeare 
was a sailor or a soldier, or could play his part in any character 
on the world’s stage. It would, indeed, be a pleasant thing to 
be able to claim the Bard of Avon asa brother angler, but the 
claim must rest on some better foundation than the fact that 
scattered through his writings are many allusions to the art 
brought in to give point to some jest or sarcasm, or more often 
_used as metaphor, as in these lines from “‘ Venus and Adonis” :— 
* «© Measure my strangeness with my unripe years. 
Before 1 know myself, seek not to know me; 
No fisher but the ungrown fry forbears.’’ 
But whether Shakespeare-was an angler or not, all anglers will 
_be glad to have in such a concise and complete form all that he 
wrote with reference to our art. 





THE SECRETS OF ANGLING.t 


“THE SECRETS OF ANGLING,” first published nearly three cen- 
_turies ago, is, in our opinion, by far the finest piece of work of a 

poetical nature in the range of angling literature. Several 
_ editions of the poem have been published, but until recently, 
_ when reprinted in Mr. Arber’s collection, and again by Messrs. 
_Satchell in the present handsome edition, it was practically 
_ beyond the reach of the great majority of readers, copies of all 
/ the earlier editions being extremely rare. Of the first edition 
- only three perfect copies are known, one in the Bodleian Library, 
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* Shakespeare as an Angler. By the Rev. H.-N. Ellacombe, M.A. 
' London: Elliot Stock, 62, Paternoster Row. 


¢ The Secrets of Angling. By J. D. (John Denny, Esq.), 1613. A 
' Reprint, with Introduction by Thomas Westwood. London: W. Satchell 
| and Co., 19, Tavistock Street, W.C. 1883. 
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one in Mr. Denison’s collection, and one in Mr. Huth’s collection 
Before the present reprint was announced we had decided 
to issue an edition of the poem copied from the Bodleian copy, 
and Mr. Huth had very kindly promised to compare the proofs 
with his copy; in the meantime, the edition under notice 
appeared, and, of course, we abandoned the idea of doing what 


‘had been already so well done. 


In his interesting introduction, Mr. Westwood gives a history 
of the poem, and of the few facts known respecting its author. 
The plan adopted in this reprint has been to give ‘a 
strictly faithful and literal transcript of the edition of 1613,’ and 
this, we think, gives ita considerable advantage and value over 
Mr. Arber’s reprint, in which many questionable ‘‘ emendations ” 
have been made, and the orthography and syntax ‘‘ modernised,’ 
and, as Mr. Westwood very justly remarks, thereby ‘ robbing the 
verse of much of its ancient air and aspect.” 

The poem is described by its author as “teaching the choisest 
Tooles, Baytes, and seasons, for the taking of any fish, in pond 
or river; practised and familiarly opened in three Bookes.” To 
give our readers an idea of its scope and nature we cannot do 
better than print the author’s table of 


CONTENTS. 
Tue First Bookn CONTAINETH THESE THREE HEADS. 
(1) The Antiquitie of Angling, with the Art of Fishing, and of Fish in 
Generall. 
(2) The Lawfulnesse, Pleasure, and Profit Thereof, 
Answered, Against it. . 
(3) To Know the Season, and Times to Provide the Tooles, and How to 
Choose the Best, and the Manner How to Make Them Fit to Take 
Each Severall Fish. 


with all Objections 


THE SECOND. BookE CONTAINETH. 


(1) The Angler's Experience, How to Use His Tooles and Baytes, to Make 
Profit by His Game. 

(2) What Fish is not Taken with Angle and What Is, and Which is Best for 
Health. 

(3) In What Waters and Rivers to Finde Each Fish. 


THE THIRD BookE CONTAINETH. 


(1) The Twelve Virtues and Qualities Which Ought to be in Every Angler. 
(2) What Weather, Seasons, and Times of Yeere is Best and Worst, and 
What Houres of the Day is Best for Spor. 
(3) To Know Each Fishes Haunt, and the Times to Take Them. 
Also an Obscure Secret of an Approved Bais Tending Thereunto.—D. 


A few extracts from the poem itself will, we trust, induce our 
readers to desire to read the whole; and, in addition to the 
beauty of the language, we can promise they will find much in 
the practical treatment of the subject to interest and even 
instruct them, for it is simply wonderful to find in this work, ‘pub- 
lished when angling was 1n its infancy as a science, such scientific 
advice in the art. Here, for instance, is a description of the 
dress an angler should wear :— 


‘« And let your garments 1usset be or gray, 
Of colour darke, and hardest to descry: 
That with the raine or weather will away, 
And least « ffend the fearfull fishes eye : 
Fcr neither scarlet nor rich cloth of ray 
Nor colours dipt in fresh Assyrian dye, 
Nor tender'silkes, of purple. pavle, or golde, 
Will serve as we:l to keep off wet or cold.” 


After comparing the joys of angling with the distractions and 
exciteménts of town life and its pleasures, he “counts it better 
pleasure to behold ”»— 


‘« The hills and mountains raised from the plaines, 
The plaines extended levell with the ground, 
The ground devided into sundry vaines, 
The vaines inclos'd with running rivers rounde, 
The rivers making way through Nature’s chaine, 
With headlong course into the sea profounde : 
The surging sea beneath the valleys low, 
The valleys sweet, and lakes that lovely flowe. 


‘¢ The lofty woods, the forrests wide and long, 
Adorn’d with leaves and branches fresh and greene, 
In whose coole bow’rs the birds with chaunting song, 
Do welcome with thin quire the summer's queene, 
The meadows faire where Flora’s guifts among, 
Are intermixt the verdant grasse betweene, 
The silver-skaled fish that softlie swimme 
Within the brookes and crystal wat'ry brimme.’’ 


Then follows a history of the art of angling, in which the rude 
angling implements of primitive man are described—the rod a 
bough torn from a tree and hooks of hardwood thorns :— 


‘¢ Tn this rude sorte began this simple art, 
And so remained in that first age of old, 
When Saturne did Amalthea’s horne impart 
Vnto the world, that then was all of gold ; 
The fish as yet had felt but little smart, 
And were to bite more eager, apt, and bold ; 
And plenty still supplide the place againe 
Of woefull want whereof we now complaine, 
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‘* But when in time the feare and dread of man 
Fell more and more on every living thing, 
And all the creatures of the world began 
To stand in awe of this usurping king, 
Wh se tyranny so farre extended than 
That earth aud seas it did in thraldom bring ; 
Jt was a work of greater paine and skill, 
The wary-fish in lake or brooke to kill. 


“¢ So, worse and worse, two ages more did passe, 
Yet still this art more perfect daily grew, 
For then the slender rod invented was, 
Of finer sort than former ages knew, 
And hookes were made of silver and of brasse, 
And lines of hemp and flax were framed new, 
And sundry baites experience found out more, 
Than eldex times did know or try before. 


“ But at the last the Iron Age drew neere, 

Of all the rest the hardest, and most scant, 
Then lines were made of silke and subtile hayre, 
And rods of lightest cane and hazell plant, 

And hookes of hardest steele invented were, 
That neither skill nor workemanship did want, 
And so this art did in the end attaine 
Vnto that state wherenow it doth remaine.”’ 


Then we have descriptions of the various baits used by anglers, 
and instructions in fishing for the various fish. Here is a picture 
of an angler dibbing for chub, trout, &.— 


‘¢ See where another hides himself as slye 

As did Acteon, or the fearful Deere; 
Behind a withy, and with watchful eye 
' Attends the bit within the water cleere, 
And on the top thereof does move his flye 

With skillfull hand, as if he living were. 

Loe how the chub, the roach, the dace, and trout, 

To catch thereat doe gaze and swimme about. 


“« Hisrod or cane, made darke for being seene 
The lesse to feare the warie fish withall : 
The line well twisted is, and wrought so cleane, 
That being strong, yet it doth shew but small, 
His hooke not great, nor little, but betweene, 
That light upon the watery brimme may fall. 
The line in length scant halfe the rod exceedes, 
And neither corke, nore leade thereon it needes,’’ 


Ve should like to quote the author’s advice as to where, how, 
and when to fish, the best times and seasons, the qualities which 
should be found in a goodangler, and other things most charm- 
ingly described, but lack of space prevents our giving more than 
this last verse, in which our author takes leave of the reader :— 


«¢ And now we are arived at the last, 
In wished harbour where we meane to rest, 
And make an end of this our journey past. 
Here, then, in quiet roade J think it best 
We strike our sailes and stedfast anchor cast, 
For now the sunne low setteth in the west. 
And yee boat-swaines a merry carroll sing, 
To him that safe’y did us hither bring.”’ 








CLUB REPORTS. 


ACT-ON-THE-SQUARE. 

The majority of the members of this society having been holiday-making, 
T have haa little or nothing to report. Mr. Chapman has been fishing the 
Kennet and Avon Canal, his best takein one day being 164. Mr. George has 
been fishing the Ouse, and although the bream would not feed, he managed to 
secure some good baskets cf various fish, the largest chubscaling nearly 5lb., perch 
up to 141b., eels up to 21b., and also some good baskets of excellent roach. 
Mr. Thompson has been trying the Lea in different places with very poor re- 
sults. On Monday afternoon he tried the Colne, and had three roach, scaling 
3 lb. 6 0z., the largest a perfect picture, of 11b. 12 0z., which has been sent to 
Cooper for preservation. On Saturday last we fished our first match of the 
season at Waltham, Mr. Chapman winning a gold ring, and beating Mr. 
Henderson just at the call of time, he (Mr. Henderson) having held the lead all 
the afternoon.—A. GEORGE, sec. 

ACTON PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At our Jast meeting it was resolved to have a smoking concert and visit at 
the same time, to take place at our club-house, George and Dragon, High 
Street, on Wednesday, October 3rd, to commence at 7 p.m. All brother Bobs 
will receive a hearty welcome, and will hear some good singing and recitations. 
Several of our members have been out, but we have had no very great takes up 
to the present. Messrs. Howell, Edbrook, Simpson, Townsend, Eydmann, 
and Brooks have weighed in roach and dace.—BLACK Baa. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY, 
Mr. Arnold, roach, 41b, 7 0z., dace, 11} oz. ; Mr. Dwelley, dace; Mr, Car- 
rington, roach. The membere will fish a pegged-down match for five prizes on 
Sept. 30th at Wraysbury.—J, WorLEDGE. 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 7s. 
from the Original Alexandra Angling Society, the proceeds of the smoking 
concert held in their club room on Sept 11th. A smoking ’concert will take place 
on Monday evening next, Sept. 24th, at the Cavendish Angling Society, the 


Duke of York, Wenlock Street, New North Road, Hoxton, in aid of the fund. 
of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. T. Cramplen, Esq., will take the chaira 
nine o’clock.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of the above society were out in good force on the 16th. Fe 

showed up with any fish inthe evening. Mr. T. Smith had 211 1b., from Yar 

mouth ; Mr. H. Martin, roach, chub, and gudgeon, from the Wey; Mr. H 

Ford, roach and dace, from the Thames; A. Sampson, jun., ditto. Ther 

sn be three prizes fished for at Egham on the 23rd inst.—A. SAMPSON, jun. 
on, sec, ' 


BRIGHTON ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

We had a very strong muster on the 16th at Barcombe and Isfield, a compe. 
tition being held in the River Ouse. The weather was all that could b: 
desired, and, with plenty of sport (though not heavy baskets), a very enjoyabl 
day was spent by a'l. Among the members present I noticed Mr. H. Spin} 
(hon. sec.), A. Cardy, H. Gamlin, T. Anscombe, Heathorne, G. Saunders, anc 
about twenty other familiar faces, The fitst prize was secured by Mr. Georg: 
Ford with a very nice chub, the second was taken by Mr. H. Dolton with a few 
good roach, the third by Mr. H. Inman, and fourth falling to Mr. Batchelor, | 
learn that two very decent pike were taken at Rakcombe last week by Messrs 
Cooke, of Lewes, weighing 16 lb, and 17 1b,—Pzsca‘ror. 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. , 

We had a good show of fish here on the 16th inst. Mr. Reeves, some Z00 

chub from the Stort ; Mr. Kerry, jack from the Roden; Mr. Hastings, roach: 

Mr. Wilson, roach and dace from the Roden; Mr. Hopkins, roach; Mr. 
Strong, perch; Mr.-Syddell, chub from the Stort.—T. G. WALKER. 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Nothing extraordinary to report in the way of takes of fish. Oa our last 
meeting Mr. Dumberstone had about 81b. of roach, and bream 221b.; Mr, 
Bowman, jack; and Mr. Lee, barbel. Mr. Charles is going in for quality, 
and not quantity, in the way of roach, he haying had several over 13 1b., and 
one close upon sp cimen weight—1}lb. -The concert in aid of the Anglers’ 
Benefit Fund takes place at the Club House, Duke of York, Wenlock Street, 
New North Road, when we shall have much pleasure in meeting any brother 
anglers who will favour us with their company. Mr. T. Crumplen will preside, 
and Mr, R. Ghurney will officiate in the vice-chair. Nearest omaibuses, Eagle, 
City Road; and Wenlock Street, New North Road. ‘ 


2 CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 5 
Mr. Thompkins had a good show of chub, roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. 
Jelliman, roach ; Mr. Ward, perch. A general meeting of the above club will 
take place on Monday next, the 24th.—J. W, Powrr, sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The above club were out in full force on the 16th to fish the Pike and Anchor 
water at Ponder’s End for five prizes-which I forgot to publish previously. The 
first prize, a photograph of the winner, value £2 2s., kindly given by Mr 
Wright, photographer, Bethnal Green Road, was taken by Mr. R. Meney; th 
second, a pier glass, taken by Mr. G. Cottom ; third, a pair of mats, tuken by 
Mr. T. Nathen ; fourth, a general rod, taken by Mr. H. Bentley ; fifth, 5s., 
taken by Mr. ‘. Houldsworth. Mr. G. Stevens did not go out for prizes, but 
got a very nice lot of bream and roach ; the takes, with this exception, were very 
small.—F, N. GRAY, sec. 











GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ AGLING SOCIETY. a 

The following members weighed fish on the 16th inst.: Mr. G. Watling, 2 Ib, 
13 0%,; EH. Young, 6 1b. 1 oz.; Mr. Scott one jack; 3 1b. 13 oz., from Welsh 
Harp—this won Mr. Warner's prize. Messrs. Cowper, R, Hill, C, Warren 
King, G. Maj -r, J. K. Fitch, J. Fitch, Fuller, Watney, and Hewitt weighed 
in roach, bream. barbel, dace, and perch. The total weight for first quarter is” 
446 lb , 30z. The next Eastern District visit will be paid to this Society on 
Wednesday, September 26th.—J. Frou, sec. « 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. } 
The weekly meeting had some 34 members present in consequence of its. 
being summoned respecting the question of Heigham Sounds right, but no 
summons was at that time received. Since then the secretary has been sum-_ 
moned to the Petty Sessions of Smallburgh—“ For that you, on the r3th day 
of September, did unlawfully attempt to take certain fish in certain water, there 
called Heigham Sound, of which said water the said Edward R. Boult then was 
aud still isthe owner. The time to appear is on Tuesday, the 25th day of 
September.” So now, asIsaid in my last, comes the tug of (law). Our 
fishing has been very good, as Mr. T, Fowler, of Manchester, had good sp 
on Monday at Monsey’s Broad, Ormesby, with a number of fine bream, some 
weighing 3 15, but the gross amounted to 68]b. Mr. Archard had also 14 lo. 
of good fish ; also one perch, 2} lb., was sent in by Mr. Blaxell. On the 17th 
(Monday) Mr. Lafosse, of Manchester, with Mr. T. Elliott and Mr. Edmunds, 
had 112 lb. of fine bream, Mr. Lafosse having 63 lb. to his own share. Brea 
are evidently well on the feed.—J. Lark, sec. : ‘ 
GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The usual weekly meeting of the above society was held on Tuesday at the 
Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall-street ; Mr. Cotton in the 
chair. There was a very large attendance of members and visitors. The prin- 
cipal business of the evening, namely, the question of giving up the socie y’s 
private water at Waltham was soon disposed of, it being the unanimous opin 
of the meeting that it was very undesirable to retain it. The committee are 
making every endeavour to obtain a better water, and it is hoped that very 
shortly the society will be in possession or an excellent private fishery within 
easy distance of town. Mr. McDowell weighed-in some very good tench. 
Next Tuesday is a special musical evening. It is expected that there will be: 
large attendance of members ; visitors will also receive a cordial welcome,— HL, 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. _ 9 

Last Thursday and on the 16th several of ourmembers competed for prizes. 

given by Mr, Pitts. In the Thursday competition Mr. Johnson took the first 
prize with perch, chub, roach, dace, and bleak, the gross weight being 4 i 
Mr, Hobden was second, with 3b. 12}0z. of dace, roach, gudgeon, and 
bleak ; and Mr. Lealey third, with 3 1b. 9}0z. weight of roach and dace. The — 
first prize in the competition on the 16th was taken by Mr, Penney with roach and — 
dace, weighing 7 1b. 30z.; Mr, Green being second with 6 1b. 23 oz. of roach 
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and dace; and Mr. Peachey third with 4 Ib. 14 oz. of barbel, roach and. dace. 
Several other members weighed in, some of whom were close up to Mr. 
Peachey.—Arcuvs, 
KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Better reports this week, Mr, Sparrow getting some nice roach, fourteen 
fish scaling 15 Ib., the four largest going 6 lb.; Mr. Anstiss also having a gocd 
show of 12 1b.; Mr. E. Saunders came up with a ‘‘ beaming smile ’’ and some 
nice carp, the largest weighing 63 lb. On the 16th Messrs. Cecil and Branse 
grove had some good shows of roach; Mr. C. Saunders, chub and roach; Mr. 
Ducker, bream; Mr. W. Dutton, a miscellaneous lot.—W. Durion, sec. 





LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

' On the 16th, our members were out at various spots, and brought home a 
show of fisi—bream, dace, &c. We beg to thank those members of clubs who 
were kind enough to give prizes on the occasion of our complimentary visit, and 
beg to say our members will work hard to take them.—D. Davy, sec. 





} MARYLEBONE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

- This, the oldest society in the West End, perseveringly continues to try and 
entice the scaly beauties from their haunts, and in most instances their patience 
isrewarded. Messrs. R. Humphries, W. Pearce, C. Nye, &c., weighed in 
some handsome roach, dace, and gudgeon from the Thames on the 16th. A 
special meeting was held on Tuesday, the 18th, to investigate a charge brought 
against William Nye, jun., for that he did weigh in certain fish, not having 
caught the same, and the charge having been proved against him, he was 
expelled the society. I hope this will be a warning to other members who may 
have been inclined to impose on the club in something of the same manner. 
We hope, now this little trouble is over, we shall see some of the genuine old 
boys again bringing up their fish as of old, as our prize list is the longest we 
have ever had—something like £59 to fish for.—Horspur. 





NEWARK AND MUSKHAM FISHERY ASSOCIATION. 

The annual match among the members of this Association took place on 
Saturday last from 2 to 5.30 in that part of the Association Waters known as 
“the Dyke.’”” The weather was most favourable, but the water was not in very 
‘good condition. Thirty members entered and 29 fished in the match. The 
takes were an improvement on those of the last two or three years, and some 
very good samples of roach were weighed in. The fine afternoon brought 
several old friends on the scene, who showed great interest in the competition. 
The weighing-in was at half-past five when it was found that Mr. David S!ater 
stood at the head of the list with over 6 lb. of roach and dace. Mr. Longdon 
and Mr. H. Cubley stood next with very good ‘‘catches.’? The match was a 
very great success, and much credit is due to Messrs. Glover, Weaver, Ham- 
mond, and Neal, the stewards, for the excellent arrangements under which the 
competitors fished, In the evening a meeting took place at the Horse and 
Gears Inn, when Mr. Glover, the president of the Association, distributed the 
prizes, the greater part of which were both useful and valuable. Votes of 
thanks were passed to those gentlemen who had presented prizes; the prize 
Committee ; and the stewards. The proceedings were thus brought to a close 
and the members apparently had enjoyed a most pleasant afternoon, 


: NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had another good show of fish on the 16th. Mr. Hayes. bream; Mr. 
Aldis, jack and tench ; Mr. Underwood, another good take of bream, 17 lb. 
On Tuesday, Mr. Aldis had a good take of jack; Mr. Cross weighed in three 
tench and a jack. On Thursday evening, Mr. Stead brought in a good take of 
bream.—W. HELLIER, sec. 


PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on 16th iast., and had very good sport; Mr. 
Slater having a nice show of bream from Woking (the Champion), weighing in 
the month 79 lb. ro$ oz., and he means having some more to make up the 
190 Ibs. Maynard, roach and dace ; Reed, jack; Baillie, bream ; Milton, 
Grist, Packer, and Ashley, dace and perch.—W. ELzurw, sec. 


QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members met with very fair sport on the 16th inst., Mr. Pearce had 
12 Ib. of oz. bream; Mr. Hodges, 7 1b. 8 oz. bream; Mr. Pratt, 5 Ib. 2 oz. 
bream; Mr. N. Chick, 3 lb. 4 oz, bream; Mr. A. Chick, 2b. 2 oz bream; 
Mr. Morgan, 3 ib. 4 0z. dace.—S. WALForRD, sec. 





SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a fair show of fish on the 16th inst., Mr. A. Manning having bream 
and roach, one of the latter going 1 Ib. 64 oz.; Mr. T. Jones, jack; Mr. Hale, 
roach; Mr. W. Hart, dace and perch; Mr. W. Woodhead, perch ; and Mr. O. 
Lloyd, four very nice bream.—W. S. WooDHEAD, sec. 


_ STANLEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I have to record the following weights of fish by 
‘members of this Society. This total, if not a very great one, includes the weights 
‘of several good specimens: Mr. D. M. Humby, 9 tench, 20 Ib. 3 oz., including 
I of “4 lb. 5 oz, 3 lb. 640z., and 31b. 13 oz.; Mr. M. F. Pistrucci, 
19 lb. 93 oz. of roach, among them being a beautiful fish of 1 1b. 9? lb., and 
others of 1 Ib. 6 oz., 1 Ib. 44 0z., 11b. 4 0z:, rb. 20z., also a very handsome 
dace of 10 oz. These fish made a very fine show indeed. . Mr. Walker, perch, 
toach, and 7 tench, 21 lb. 9 oz. ; heaviest fish, 4 1b. 123 0z. and 3 1b. 13 oz. 
Mr. W. Elle’s, jack 61b. 120z., roach 21bs. 110z., bream 1b. 74 0z., dace 

1230z. Mr. W. R. Humby, 20 tench, r21b. 13 0z., two of which were over 
‘lb. each. Members are requested to attend the half-yearly meeting, which 
has been adjourned to Wednesday, October 17th.—G, E. W. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In my last report I omitted to mention that Mr. C. F. Robinson weighed in 
about 3 Ib. of roach and bream. On the 16th inst. Messrs. Gretton and Webb 
exhibited bream and roach; Mr. Whitmore, perch; Mr. Millington, roach and 
jbream; Mr. Martin, roach-and bream; and Mr. W. Robinson, roach and 
dace. The general visit of angling clubs took place on the 18th inst., and was 
very well attended, although clashing with other angling fixtures. Twelve 
clubs were well represented, especially the Burdett, who were in great force. 
Among the visitors present were Messrs. Crumplen, R. Ghurney, Foster, 
Seymour, Barrett, Davis, &c. Some excellent singing by Messrs. Haward, 
Barnes, Neale, Gripton, Whitmore, Webb, Swan, Martin, Coalcutt, and 
Others afforded a pleasant evening’s entertainment. The next visit goes to 
she Burdett Angling Society, —T, GRETTON. 
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ST. JOHN'S ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

On the 16th inst. our show of fish was not up to its usual standard for num- 
ber, but the specimen fish made up for that loss. Amongst the best fish was a 
splendid roach from the Lea, as hanjsome as paint, weighing 2 !b., which has 
been sent to Mr.Cooper to preserve,and I hope will soon decorate our club-room. 
Our Wednesday evening smoking concerts still continue to bring our members 
and friends together, and last Wednesday evening was a grand meeting, what 
with our old friend, Mr. Brockwell, in the chair, and Messrs. Hull and 
Newton, with their splendid music, a nice room, and a good landlord, every- 
thing works well. Amongst the gentlemen that contributed towards the en- 
joyment of the evening I might mention Messrs. Riman, Edwards, Stevens, 
Hall, Brockwell, Seel, Bell, Thorling, Lyons, Goudge, and others. I was 
sorry to seein last week’s FisHING GAZETTE a notice from an old friend of mine, 
Mr. Caborn, about the bad state of his club (the Sir Hugh Myddleton). Like 
all good servants, he thinks the fault is his own, but a better secretary I know 
no club could have. The fault,I think, liesin the bad selection of club house. It 
is too far from any railway station, and again, six or eight members coming 
home to a Jarge room capable of holding 150 persons, cannot make themselves 
feel comfortable with a lot of dark corners and empty chairs in the room. I 
should advise a change of club house, or amalgamation with a healthy neigh- 
bouring club for acomplaint of this kind. And I think that if our’ brother 
anglers saw—well,I will say it this ttme—the Knights of St.John and Sir Hugh 
Myddleton walking down Clerkenwell Green to the Fox and French Horn 
with a good show of fish, they would say it was good company.—F, THORLING. 

SURREY PISCATORIALS, 

The members of this society are requested to attend at the headquarters on the 
26th, to decide the where and how the following prizes shall be competed for 
on October 10:—First, £2 2s., given by Mr. Howard; second, £1 Is., given 
by Mr, Elliott ; third, 18s., given by Mr. Baldwin. —Pixrr, 











THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

In spite of the brightness andlowness of the rivers several of the members have 
had good sport, Mr. Jennings has shown and registered over 400 lb. of rcach 
and dace; Mr. Robinson, 49 lb. § oz. of perch, largest 2)b.; 21 Ib. 8 oz. of 
pike; 231b. 7 oz. of roach and dace, and three tench, 7 lb. 1 0z., largest 3 1b. 
1oz. Mr. Huggett, 11 lb. 8 oz. of perch, largest 1 Ib. 10 oz.; 23 lb. 8 oz. of 
pike. Mr. Walker 4 tench, 9 lb. 9 oz., Mr. Sachs, two barbel 5 1b. Mr. 
Harden, one chub, 3 lb. 6 oz, caught with the fly ; and Mr. Blamey, thre: 
chub, 61b, The roach competition, from the Thames only, will take place 01 
Monday, October Ist.—J. L. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On Sept. 9th several members were out, but met with very bad sport. Mr. J. 
Currans roach from the Thames. Sept. 16th, J. Richardson roach and carp 
from the Ravensbourne. A very pretty carp, weight 1 lb. Several other 
members were out on the Lea, Thames, and Medway, when to their-great sur- 
prise they found ‘‘Ye Medway Water Rat’s”’’ report of last week’s fish- 
poisoning only too true; and on the 16th, after three days’ poisoning, the 
natives were still at work, lifting them out of the water and taking them home 
for a fry. How nice they must go down! But I cannot understand how the 
smal fish have escaped, as they are all large fish, viz., bream, 6 and 7 Ib., roach 
1 to 21b., and chub, No jack or perch were to be seen on the 16th. Hope 
the villains will be brought to justice.—W.T. 

P.8.—I would remind members that the South London United fishing 
match takes place at St. Margaret's on the-Lea on the 30th Sept. Members 
wishing to have tickets should apply not later than Saturday, 22nd inst., as all 
tickets unsold must be returned on the 24th, or be disqualified from the match. 
Tickets 1s. each. Now ye roach fishers, now is the time to try your skill; goin 
and win, and see if ye can’t carry the first prize in honour of the above society. 

UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
Tue New THAMEs FisHEery By-Laws. 

The Thames Angling Preservation Society have very generously presented 
the angling associations with the official copies of the new Thames Fishery 
By-laws for distribution to the angling societies of London and suburbs. Those 
secretaries who are not at present in possession of them can have one on appli- 
cation (gratis).—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


WALTONIANS, 

September 16th, Messrs. Roland, W. Dodge, Packman, Crabb and Jukes 

weighed in; best take, Mr. Roland, 3 lb. 12 oz —A. J. MARRIO?r. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

On the 20th those members who could make it convenient to get away visited 
the Wey at Addlestone to compete for the following prizes; Ist prize, a sew- 
ing or washing machine, given by Mr. Harris; 2nd, dressing case, by Mr. Rayner ; 
3rd, scarf pin, by Mr. R. La Feuillade; qth, tos. 6d. by Mr. B. Cain. The 
following is the result : Mr. Hawkbridge, Ist, bream; Mr. Griffiths, 2nd, bream; 
Mr. Prolaine, 3rd, roach ; Mr. Bayley, 4th, gudgeon. Seven'een members com- 
peted. About thirty members and friends visited Shalford onthe gth tocompete for 
the undermentioned prizes: Ist prize, £3 3s od., given by Mr. Bansback ; 2nd, 
side of bacon, by Mr. F. Grigg; 3rd, guinea hat, by Mr. C. Newport 3 4th, 
tos. 6d., by Mr. Delehaye, sen. ‘‘Old Tom”’ took the rst, Mr. Hawkbridge, 
and, R, Cain, 3rd, M. La Feuillade. The 4th, Messrs. Delehaye and Curtis, 
ran a dead heat for 5th place. A revolving coin settled the affair in the favour 
of Mr. Delehaye, jun, Messrs. Delehaye, sen., and H. Bayley also had fish.— 
PIXIE. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society took place on Wednesday evening, 
Mr. Evans in the chair, when there was a fair attendance of members. The 
principal business referred to was the week-day competition, to take place on 
Monday next, 24th Sept., Thames only, the prizes for which will be unusually 
heavy ; viz., Ist, £4 Ios.; 2nd, £2 10s.; 3rd, 41; 4th. 13s. Particular attention 
was drawn to the new Thames measurements, under which this match will be 
fished, with the exception, however, that no roach under eight inches weigh. 
The secretary read out the fish that had been taken since the previous meeting, 
Mr. Bayford having roach from the Colne, the largest 1 lb. The election of 
Mr. Reid as-an auditor, in the place of Mr. Parker, brought the meetin toa 
close.—H. T 





WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
All competitors for Mr. Mansfield’s prize on the 23rd inst., must be at Totten 
ham Station, G.E.R., at 7.40,—F. MaxweELL, sec. 
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SALMON & TROUT FISHING. 
Chas Farlow & Co., 
191, STRAND, LONDOLDM 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
IMPORTERS OF SILK-WORM- GUT. 
Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 





TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 
Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge oe oe oe Be2L veel ee, g 5-42 
Putney .. 54 Sc AD Ae see » 10.32 
Kew .. ae ie ee 54 GES heey 1a 
Richmond .. we os Ac pM. Sty ab. ays 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


Richwond. 

Henry Mansell, in two days, with Mr. H. Mars’on, 30]b_ of roach, and with 
Dr. Murdoch the same quantity, some of the fish being 1]b each; Job Brain, 
during the week, 1301b. of roach and dace, and eight barbel ; Henry Howard, 
in four days, 431b. of dace; Henry Wheeler, in the week, 105 lb. of dace and 
seven barbel; Edward Brown, in seven days, 140 lb. of barbel, roach, and 
dace—the number of barbel taken was twenty ; Kit Brown, in five days, 106 lb. 
of dace and thirteen barbel, the largest 7$1b. One of his clients ran a large 
barbel, and after playing him on fine tackle for forty minutes, it broke 
away. Master G. K. Blades, of Richmond, a youthful piscator, in one day 
with Kit Brown, four dozen of good dace and two barbel. 


Twickenham. 
Edward Finch, during the week, forty-eight dozen of ro: ch and dac:; Henry 
Chamberlain, in 3 days, thirty dozen; James Coxen, in four days, 4olb. of 
dace and a barbel of 3}b. 100z ; A. Turner, in two days, seven dozen of dace ; 
Richard Moffatt, in six days, f rty-eight dozen of dace; C. Hennessey, in five 
days, thirty dozen, and one barbel; P. Hammerton, in five days, forty dozen 


of roach and dace, and two barbel; John Spong, in six days; 
sixty dozen; and G, Coxen, in fuur days, forty dozen. Wind 
south-east, with light showers, which is much wanted for the river. 


We had a very high tide this day, without doiag any damage, but it will help to 
keep up ‘‘our”’ fish. Ihave had the whole of my punts fully engaged since 
Jast writing, and I am sorry to say I have had to send some of my patrons home 
without wetting a line for want of punts. This day, Mr. Treacher and friend 
took eight dozen of good fish with ‘‘our Joe’’; Mr. Furmer, of Cannon Street, 
City, took ten dozen of fish, including some good roach, with Jack Spong ; Mr. 
Wiggans, Hounslow, had a nica basket of fish with ‘* Little Mouse”’ ; Pert 
Hammerton (who, we believe, ‘‘ won the cake’’ in yesterday’s contest for the 
£5 club prize) also had a nice show; and Dick Moffatt took eight dozen good 
fish. ALFRED PERRIN, ‘‘ Two Sawyers.”’ 
Kingston- 

John Johnson, sen., in five days sixteen barbel, the largest 41b., eight chub, 
seven perch, and twenty-six dozen of roach and dace; John Johnson, jun., in 
six days, forty-seven barbel, the largest 4 lb., four chub, eleven perch, and 
thirteen dozen of roach and dace; J. Wilks, in three days, -two barbel and 
fifteen dozen of very fine roach and dace. The bank anglers of Kingston 
maiatain their sport of six dozen of roach and dace in the day, with occasional 
captures of perch, chub, bream, and barbvel, and those at Surbiton supple- 
open with the same fish are secu:ing takes of seven dozen of roach and 

ace. 
ihames Ditton- 


E, A. Tagg, in one day (in three hours), six dozen of roach and dace, and F. 
Casswell, in the day, six dcezen of dace and gudgeon. Wih so famous a 
hosteliy 2s The Swan, and so excellent a host as Mr. Jones, it is surprising so 
few anglers appear to patronise this portion of ‘the beautiful Thames.”? One 
of the bank fishers has taken four chub weighing 3} lb. 


East Moulsey- 

Willian Milbourne, in two days, eleven dozen of roach and dace; Thomas 
Davis in four days, seventeen barbel and thirteen dozen of roach and dace; 
Jobn Smith, in one day, six barbel, the largest 4lb,, and a jack of 3}1b.; C. 
Davis, in three days, thirty-three barbel, the largest 341b., and nine dozen of 
roach, some of them 1} 1b. each; C. Stone, in one day, seven dczen of roach 
and dace, and J. Watford, in three days, 30 1b. of barbe!, five dozen of 
gudgeon, and five perch. 

Hampton. 
James Langshaw, in two days, thirty dozen of gudgeon, and one of the bank 
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anglers, The fishermen of East Moulsey are hoping soon to hear of the j 
in Hampton Deep, which has always been famous for jack and perch. 1 
Morton some years ago, in paternostering for perch with two hooks y 
William Milbourne, got a brace at one time on the two hooks weighing 61b, ~ 


Sunbury. 5 
Messrs. Thomas and Alfred Stroud, in five days, have taken ten good chub 
eight dozen of fine roach and dace, six barbel, and twelve dozen of gud 
They report: ‘ We have any quantity of lobworms, and only want cust 
to move the barbel.’’ Messrs. E. Clarke and Sons, in six days, ten bar 
twenty-five chub, twenty-six dozen of roach and dace, and twen y doze 
gudgeon. Mr. Morgan has done some good business amongst the b 
The bank anglers have been getting a nice quintity of roach, dace, perch, and 


chub. 
Walton. 


George Hone one day with Mr. A. Mackrill, a member of the TAP 
five bream, weighing 15 lb., and a roach of 1 1b. Another day with the sam 
gentleman, fine bream, averaging 2 lb. each, and a barbel of 2 lb. ; and anot 
day with Mr. Matthews, two bream and a couple of roach of 1 lb. each. Geo 
Hone, jun., in two hours, a chub of 34 1b., and one bream; and another day 
three and a half hours six dozen of roach anddace. J. Hone in four d 


twelve dozen of roach, five bream, and a barbel of 25 Ib. 


Halliford. a 

W.S. Rosewellin one day a barbel of 41b., five bream, a rudd of $lb., a1 
five dozen of roach and dace. 

barbel, and Henry Rosewe'l in two hours four bream and one barbel. ; 


Shepperton. 
H. Purdue in one day twenty dozen of gudgeon; and another day with Mr 
Brimner, seventeen dozen. J. Smeath in the week, fourteen dozen of ro. 
and dace, and thirty dozen of gudgeon. David Heckett in four days thii 
dozen of gudgeon and sixteen dozen of roach and-dace ; and in two other days 
trying for jack, only got four fish. W. Rogerson in one day seven dozen of 
eudgeon, five dozen of roach and dace, and a perch of #3 lb. 
J. Haslett, jun., with a gentleman, four bream, three barbel, some fine roac 
legering. Myself, first day, two bream, three eels, one perch, some 
roach I lb. each. Fishing with Mr. Geen, ten barbel, four bream, three chub, 
one perch, roach and dace. Legering, one trout put bac all right. Nes 
day another gentleman, five barbel, three bream. Water very !ow and brigh 


Weybridge. 
Herbert Curr one day a brace of jack, and three dozen of roach ; another d. 


six dozen of roach and dace ; and another day the same quantity with thesa 
factory addition of four bream, weighing It 1b. ; 


Chertsey- 4 
Mr. Geen hada good day with James Haslett, secarinz ten birbe’, four 
bream, three chub, one perch, a few roach and dace, and a trout of 15 15., whies 
was returned to the river again. Haslett had another day of a couple of brea 
two eels, one perch, and a few roach, averaging f lb. each; and his son, wh 
now in attendance on anglers, four bream and three barbel, in one day 
Taylor, jun , in one day, four, barbel, two chub, and one eel; and a gentl 
in Henry Purso’s punt, eight bream, the largest 33 lb. - a 
Staines. — 
Mr. Currie Banfield, of the Swan Hotel, is now on the war path again aft 
some absence on the river ; one day he got twelve dozen of fine dace, and 
barbel; and another day fifteen dozen. He accounts for the large num 
dace collected in one swim through the place a short time previous having 
baited with greaves. Another day seven chub ; and another day twelve d 
of fine gudgeon. Mr. Mason and friend, a barbel of 7} lb., an four oth 
1} ib, ech C. Hone one day three barbel and three perch ; another 
bream of 6 lb., three barbel and one chad; and another day two barbel and o1 
jack. & 


George Rosewell in one day 45 lb. weight 


Egham : 
Mr. George Rowles in two days 57 lb. weight of barbel. Mr. A. Simmons 
in two days 40 lb of bream, the largest 6} lb., four barbel, and a jack of : 
and another day about fourteen dozen of gudgeon, and one dozen of 
The old and capital hostelry of The Anglers’ Rest, waich a few years bac's 
considerably enlarged and improved, has recently changed hands. The new 
host, Mr. Joseph Evans, has become a subscriber to the T.A P.S , and is de> 
sirous of studying the comfort and interest of the anglers. 


UPPER THAMES. 
Goring. 

Water fairly high, but bright. Gudgeon biting almost every swim. 
and jack are hard to catch, and to get over regulation size. our sizeab 
on Tuesday, besides smaller ones. Best day among the perch four dozen, m 
of which came very nearly to the measure, largest I lb, Prospects not | 
good till some rain fa'ls —JOHN RusH. ae 


Oxfori. 


For the past week the river has been very much discoloured, through 
weed cutting, which has been carried on by the Conservancy men, couse 
sport has been dull in the home district. Chub have been going well a 
crayfish tail, and a few jack have been taken in various parts of the riy 
none of any great size. Much dissatisfaction has been expressed by the: 
pub ic at the action of the honorary river keepers in preventing the ta 
undersized fish, the prevailing impression being that a roach of 7 in. i 
large to use as a trolling bait, several persons in my hearing having giv 
their opinion that one of that length would weigh at least }lb, It may 
interest to your readers, who labour under a similar impression, that a ja 
18 in. weighs 1} }b.; a perch of 8 in., 35 oz.; achub of Ioin., 502.;a 
of 7 in., 2} to 2}0z., anda dace of 6 in., 1} oz., a'l of which I consider 
far below a takable standard. Another large minnow, measuring 4 
length, was caught by Mr. E. Cox on Tuesday last. Could any reader ks 
explain to me the period of time it would take for one to grow to such é 
On Thursday Mr. Peek had six chub at Pinkhill Pool, the whole wet 
121lb., and on Tuesday, Mr. Prior, jun., in the same place, had six mo uv 
of which scaled 3 ]b, the rest going from 1 1b. to 2}. lb. The angling societ 
hold their next free competition on Thursday next.—MspLry Trout. 











Bure (Norwich). 


Favourable reports during the past week have reached me from var u 
points on this stream. Acle seems tohave been most favoured, good catche 
ee 





have to be returned to the water as undersized. 


_ river as yet. 
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of both bream and roach being had. Rose, the obliging landlord at the Bridge, 
has been very fortunate amongst bream. From Wroxham, Horning Ferry, and 
Ranworth, sport, as far as numbers go, appears plentiful, but so very many 
Large fish appear to feed 
only at early morn and dewy eve. Jack of small size have been caught with 
a spoon in goodly numbers, one friend of mine having 5 ina short time between 
St. Benets Abbey and Horning. The weather is all that can be desired, and 
visitors to this stream are nearly sure of sport of some kind.—ROBERT 


MOLL. 
Chichester. 


The Rother at Selham is now in capital order, some good takes of roach and 
dace being shown, Mr. Spring landing over 20 lb. of roach early in the week— 
some fine fish among them. Some London visitors also had good sport. At 
Chichester the water, though weedy, is in excellent condition, and bream at 
times well on. Some heavy fish for this water have been taken, the majority 
in grand condition; one exception came under my notice, a bream of 23} in. 


scaling but 3 1b. Within the last few days gentles have proved most successful. 


Some good pike were seen in the Canal on Tuesday, but troliing or spinning is 
at present out of the question.—GrorGE F. SALTER. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


The all-round angling during the past week has been productive of success, 
and the weather and water were everything that could be desired by the votaries 
of the gentle art. Large baskets have been realised during the week, and in the 
present condition of the river more are sura to follow. To-day (Thursday) 
there has been a downfall of rain, and the river is now in splendid order. 
Good sport may confidently be anticipated during the forthcoming week, and 
more rain, should it come, will only improve the condition of the water. 
The following flies haye been successful throughout the week, all taking well. 
The furnace, bumble, dun flies, black gnat, and wien tail. Bottom bait, 
wasp grubs and maggots.—THE MERMAID. 


Dove. 


During the last week spert in the above stream has been of a very favourabl® 
character. The weather has been fine on the whole, there not being much rain» 
and the genial warmth has tended to mature the winged insects, whilst what 
showers have fallen have beat them down from the trees overhanging the 
river, to the water below. The needle fly has been the most taking, good dishes 
of both trout and gray ing having been captured with it. I hear of 5 4 brace of 
trout being caught in the Dove below Mayfield, every fish over 1 } lb., on 
Monday afternoon, in one hour, with the fly mentioned, The minnow and the 
worm have also been moderately succesful.—THE SpnopGER. 


Eden (Carlisle.) 


The river has been very low for the last week, but the clear frosty nights with 
a bright moon have been against angling, though a great boon to the farmers. 
Rtill some fair sport has been had when there were occasional clouds. Such 
was the case on Monday and Tuesday nights, Mr. W. G. Stubbs had a nice 
Jot on Monday, and on Tuesday Mr. Hough, Mr, J. B. S!ater, Mr. Whitmore, 
and Mr. R, Routledge, had each nice baskets, but these were caught in the 
Fsk. It seems that the ‘‘demon”’ fisher has got over his broken leg. I hear 
that it was quite refreshing to see him ‘‘ shaking hands”’ with the whitings in 
the old style, and keeping his mater in roars of laughter with his jocular res 
marks. We had a slight taste of salmon fishing ten days ago, just after the last 
fresh.. Archdeacon Prescott killed two, 8 and 10 lb., and Mr. J. B. Slater had 
a nice fresh run grilse of 5}]b. There are very few heavy fish showing in the 
Plenty are to be seen in the tideway, but the river jis too low for 
them torunup. At present there is every appearance of ra’n, but for the sake 
of the crops I hope there won’t be much.—SiLVER Grey. 


Exe and Barle. 


Owing to the heavy rains which of late have prevailed, the rivers have been 
high, and salmon have come up in considerable number. Good sport has been 
obtained by local anglers, as many as three salmon in the day having been taken 
by one rod, the weights ranging from 6 to Iolb. each. Visitors do not come to 
the neighbourhood for salmon-fishing, the water being in most cases reserved 
by the owners, who either fish themselves, or give their rights to fiiends.— 


CARNARVON ARMS. 
Exe (Exeter), 


Some good perch fishing has been had in the canal during the past week 
with worm and minnow. [I have also heard of the capture of a pike of 23 lb. 
weightin the Calm by a Mr. Williams, whilst fishing in that river, with a 
medinm sized hook on, whilst tryi ng for perch. I will obtain the details and 
report fully next week.—J. A. Kriuxry. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 

The district around Boston has had its many visitors; but the greater portion 
of the clubbists have gone down towards Leake, Freiston, Kastville, &c. Takes 
among this class of angler have been fairly good. At Freiston there were many 
from Sheffield noticed. Many had good roach takes, 7 lh. each being among 
the best for the day, and some illuminated their baskets with an odd tench, a 
pike, ora goodeel. At Eastville I hear of a regular angler making up a good 
roach and perch bag , and stopping with a 33 lb. pike ; and it is reported that 
at Laid Bank some of the Boston anglers got some big lots of perch and roach. 
Near to the Aqueduct on the cross drain, some big bream were discovered in 
a hole, and they paid the penalty ; a visitor from Shefheld got 21 1b.,the best 
of about 4 1b., and there were others who got hold of decent ones up to 2 ib. 
From the same drain several good pike have been got, one angler having three, 
the best about 6 1b. On the Bargate Drain, some of the visitors have done well, 
chiefly among the roach. Ona length not much frequented, Mr. Reaves made 
a bag of upwards ofa dozen, chiefly roach. Pike have been killed on the 
South Fortyfoot, and braces have fallen to Messrs. Flint and Martin, whose 
best fish were 7 lb. and 53 1b. respectively. These were inthe direction of 
Swineshead and Hubbert’s Bridge, and at the Boston end I hear of some guod 
fair takes among the fishers for roach. Off the Scalp dabs are numerous, and 
Mr. Craven reports some fine sport he had among them with shrimps, along 
with a couple of friends.—Y.B. 


Greeta (Ingleton). 

The close cf the fishing season is now drawing near. Yor the last ten days 
we have had splendid weather, but still it has not favoured the angling frater- 
nily, as the water has again run very low, and only the clear water-worm 
fishing could be indulged in. For the last day or two there has undoubtedly 
Deen some thunder estir, and last night (Wednesday) we had a change, having 
rained most of the night, and the atmosphere this morning is very much colder. 


Judging from the present state of the weather, I think we shall have another 
flood soon, and then I expect we shall still make good basiets ere the season 
closes. —INGLEBORO’. 

Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing. There has been some fine catches of skate and conger this 
week, caught by boating parties off Brandy Cove, one boat hauled in three and 
hooked two, which they suppose to be very large, as they lost all their gear in 
trying to capture them. Some good strings of whiting and collin have been 
caught by the smal boats fishing outside the hivbour. On Tuesday evening, 
some conger was caught from the jetty, weighing 18lb. each, and good baskets 
of pout, wraff, and eels were caught from the rocxs between the pier and Cap- 
stone. Thursday, the boats are just come in. and I see several g:ntlemea 
pass along with good catches of whiting and codlin. Weather, wind blowing 
strong from norch with heavy rain.—E. CoMER. 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


The roach are not feeding in the main river nor any where round the houses. 
‘The best takes have been in th> cut, between Waltham bridge and the 1 ock, 
towards Cheshunt. Mr. Sanders while roach fishing hooked a very fine tench, 
but the line was too fine for the fisherman, and he got broke; but he mean; 
sticking to it ; he will have another go for him, and I wish him better luck next 
time he tries. Some good jack have been taken since my last, and a few very 
decent perch. The water very bright at the present time. I shal be very 
pleased as soon as the roach begin to knock it about a little bit.—A. J. 
WHEELER. 


Leicester. 


The bright open weather that we have been favoured with of late seems 
to be keeping anglers busy, and considecable numbers continue to visit the 
Canal and the Aylestone Preserves. The majority are generally fairly well 
rewarded by some nice takes of roach, chub, and pike. Good baskets of 
roach are taken by most anglers daily from Aylestone waters, and some capital 
chub have been secured with the fly. Mr. Bird has been wellto the front as 
usual, having for some days devoted his efforts to pike fishing. securing 
thirteen good fish, the largest of which weighed close upon 61b. Mr. Pock- 
lington, fishing the same preserved waters a few miles from Leicester, caught 
an extraordinarily large perch weighing 4 1b. lessone ounce. The fish was takea 
live-baiting with a small carp, and gave some excellent sport ere he was 
brought safely to bank. The fish was snown the same evening on which it was 
caught at Mr. Scotney’s, the Fox Hotel, Humberstone Gate, Leicester,“whea 
it was greatly admired by a large number of peop e. It has been sent for pre- 
servation. ‘The weather of Thursday was exceedingly changeable, heavy rains 
falling most of the day, but it will interfere but little with the fishing.— 


ALERT. 
Lodden. 


Trout during the past week or two have been very shy, no doubt, owing to 
the bright, hot weather, and the mornings have been rather cold and foggy, 
but sport amonz the eels has been very good, insomuch that 6 fine fellows 
were brought to bank in a few hours, 5 of which averaged 441b. each, and the 
other 2} 1b. I am now casting, as a memento, one of 4} 1b. Several chub 
have been taken to day, weighing 4 1b, each.—F RANK GosDEN. 

P.S.—Mr. Edon, of the Buckland Museum, whilst staying with me last 
week, caught a rara avis in the shape of a ‘white swallow,” which he 
has preserved, also a very fine perch, which he cast for me in plaster of 
Paris. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These Herefordshire streams are in capital condition for either fy cr bottom 
fishiog. The river has been cleared by the recent rains, and the fish broughs 
out of the holes. Some good-fish have been caught in the Lugg, near the 
Bromyard Railway, with the wasp, grub, and miggot. Some nice fish have 
been landed this week with the fly and wasp grub at Warmington’s Bridge. 
Up the tvington Waters on Tuesday, a gentleman caught II fine grayling, 
weighing altogether nearly 7b. The fish were landed with the little blue fly 
and green insect. Mr. Davis went up the Arrow on Monday and caught some 
good grayling with the grasshopper. Mr James was also very successful in 
securing a good catch of grayling with the wasp grub. Some nice fish have 
been taken up the Pinsley. Some good trout, about rlb. each, were netted on 
Wednesday evening, but it is a question whether they are worth catching so 
near the close of the season, tut Iam informed that (to a certain extent), they 
are caught about here without any regard to close time. Of course, we are not 
alluding to legitimate anglers, who know how to estimate the worth of a fish ; 
but we think some steps should be taken t» more strictly preserve the trout 
during the close season. ‘Ihe best bait is the grasshopper or the green insect 
at present. A. very wet morning.— GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


On Monday evening, a special meeting of the Local Society wis held to 
consider what steps should be taken with reference to the p ‘isoning 
on the main river. Mr. T. Elliott, one of the Vice Presidents, occupied the 
chair, and poipted out that it was perfectly useless to prosecute a poacher or 
two now and then for catching a few pounds of fish, and then to allow them to be 
destroyed by the hundredweight as they had beenlately, He was very glad tosay that 
some strictly preserved parts of the river about the town were untouched by the 
contamination ; yet he could not help regretting that this part of the river, 
or where the poorer menfished, had been spoilt. The report presented by the 
hon, sec., showing that it was only in that part of the river near the outfall 
from the sewage works to carry off the effluent waterthat the fish were killed, 
was adop’ed, and a copy was ordered to be sent to the riparian owners and 
the Medway Company, asking them to take steps to prevent a recurrence of 
this kind of thing. A copy was ordered to be sent to the Local Board of Health. 
The river is still in first-class condition for all kinds of angling, and except in 
the pen in which the poisoning took place, there has been good sport.— 
Ye Mepway WATER Rat. 


Ness (Inverress)- 


The angling on this water during the past fortnight has not been good owing 
to the low state of the water. The following are the takes for the past fort- 
night :—On the Holme Water, on the 5th, Mr. A. Denison killed three fish 
weighing 9, 10, and 16} lb. each; 6th, one grilse, to lb. On the Dunane 
Water, on the 5th, Mr. W. Millbank, three grilse; 6th, two grilse, averaging 
to lb. On the lower water, on the 6th, Miss Boulderson killed_one grilse, 
10 lb,; Mr, A. Coxon, two grilse, weighing 10 lb. each ; General Warren, one 
grilse, 9 lb. ; and Mr. R. T. Pattison, one grilse, 12 lb.; 7th, Col. Boulderson 
kilded a splendid grilse of 12 1b., with a small trout rod and fly—the fish 
afforded excellent sport for upwards of an hour. 7th, Mr. A. Dennison had five 
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grilse averaging 10 lb., and on the 8th, four grilse. On the Dunans Water, on 
the 8th, Mr. A. Milbank, four grilse, averaging gz 1b.; and on the toth, four 
grilse, On the Lower Water, on the 8th, Mr. Scott one grilse, Mr. Coxon one 
grilse, and General Warren one grilse. On the oth, Mr. R. Mitford, three 
grilse, 73, 8, and g lb. each; and Mr. R. I. Pattison, two grilse, 8 and g lb. 
each. On the Lower Water, on the 13th, Mr. Coxon killed three grilse, 9, 8, 
and 61 Jb. each, 14th, one grilse, 11 1b; 15th, General Warren, two grilse, 9 
and 11 1b., 17th, two grilse, 11 and 61b.; Messrs. Cameron and McKenzie, 
_ one grilse each. On the Holm Water during the past week, Mr. Alfred Deni- 
son killed twenty-four grilse and salmon, averaging from 7 to 20 lb.—DONALD 
WATSON. 
Ouse (Littleport)- 

I have nothing this week until to-day to make a shout about ; still all who 
have tried since last report have taken sufficient to satisfy them. Roach - fishing 
has been to the fore, as the water is much too bright for pike ; Mr. Clayton, 
Cambridge, and Mr. C. Howe, Sherfield, to-day have a nice autumn show of 
roach lying on the bank, the sight of which has done me good. I anticipate 
some grand sport presently. A nice rain and a flush of water from the uplands 
will do the trick. As I have said before, there is an abundance of large 
fish waiting to be caught, but we must first get rid of their natural food— 
CHARLIE SOUTH. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

On’ the 13th inst. two gentlemen, while fishing below the town, caught a 
very fair basket of rough fish, each with the maggot, the water having gone 
down sufficiently to allow of angling being resumed. A fisherman while going 
down the river n his coracle, on Friday last, saw no less than ten salmon 
throw between Shrewsbury and the Tern mouth. On the 14th inst. a very im- 
portant special general meeting of the Shrewsbury Severn Anglers took place 
at Morgan’s Vaults, Mardol, when their popular president, James Watson, 
occupied the chair. The meeting was called for the purpose of receiving a 
report from Mr.Hawley Edwards, with regard to the present position of the 
proposed Act of Parliament which was to have been introduced by one of the 
borough members ; but by some means or other it was not brought forward. 
After Mr. Edwards had, in a very able manner, explained all he knew regard- 
ing the Bi'l, and intimated that having undertaken to do all he could to carry 
it through, he would, if he still possessed the confidence of tho society, use 
every effort to bring the matter to a successful issue before the end of next 
session. Mr. Morris proposed, and Mr. Morgan seconded, a most cordial 
vote of thanks to Mr. Edwards for the great energy he had shown, and the 
interest he had taken in the matter. Mr. Watson then very ably proposed, 
and Mr, Morgan seconded, that the best thanks of the society be given to Mr, 
Willis Bund for his great kindness in assisting Mr. Edwards in anything he 
could with regard to the Act. Mr. Edwards then intimated that Col. Mase- 
field had very generously promised him another gift of trout fry to be placed in 
the river next spring. Also that the Colonel had suggested that the society 
should erect a nursery and hatching house, and if they would do this he would 
supply them with fry to rear. The case which was to have been heard last 
Friday, of a man fshing with a bush net without a license, did not come off, 
as the summons was withdrawn by the defendant paying costs, he having 
pleaded ignorance of the law by stating that he was under the impression 
that, as he had his name on the back cf another man’s salmon 
license, he was entitled to use the bush net without any further license, 
The men have been under the impression that they could use nearly any instru- 
ments if they had their names endorsed on a salmon license ; for the future they 
will know different. Twoofthe Angling Society went to Llanymynech on 
Tuesday last, but were not very successful. _The one caught six nice grayling, 
and the other three anda small jack, $1b., which was taken with a fly. The 
Shrewsbury Angling Society held their last outing on Wednesday, when they 
went to the same place, but were a little unfortunate in having fixed their last 
competition on that day, as the Liverpool Club had theirs at the same time, so 
that the river was well fished. None of the numerous anglers seemed to have 
been particularly fortunate, although some good fish were taken. One of the 
Liverpudlians took a very good basket of rough fish with the maggot, includ- 
ing a roach of 113.0z., whi h won the prize that was given for the largest fish of 
the sort taken during the year in the Verniew. Mr. Woolfall, the hon. sec. of 
the club, caught four very nice fish, and won the cup. Amongst the others, 
several very good grayling were taken; and oneangler who lives at Llanymy- 
nech caught a very nice basket of fish. I was told they would weigh 8 lb. or 
tolb., by agentleman who saw them. Amongst the Shrewsbury men, Mr. 
Sayce, who won the match which I mentioned last week, again proved his 
skill by winning the special prize for the best aggregate, with fourteen very 
good roach and dace. Mr. Hllis, jun., 1st for the best basket of fish, with 
about } dozen grayling. Mr. Morgan, 2nd. Mr. Gregory, Ist for best basket 
of rough fish. Mr. Mortis also had some good grayling. Several salmon were 
seen throwing during the day. One of the Liverpool gentlemen rose one twice 
on Tuesday evening with the fly, but he rose very short. The water is very 
fine, and a shower or two would improve angling.—SEVERN SALMON. 


Teme (Ludlow) 


This stream has returned to its natural state, andis but little coloured, and 
in very good condition for angling. Three gentlemen, one evening fishing 
up the Corve (Elms Lodge district) caught thirteen or fourteen trout and 
grayling amongst them : the trout were thrown back into the Corve. They 
were all bottom fishing with the maggot and wasp grub. A conviction before 
the county magistrates at Ludlow, of one John Bursnall, a very expert fisher- 
man (last Monday) for fishing in the Teme, where J. L. Parkinson has the 
right of the fishery, will no doubt goa long way towards putting astop toa 
practice which, unfortunately, is prevalent in this district, viz: A rod and 
line license is applied for and obtained, and the possessor in numbers of cases goes 
upon almost any land by the river side to fish, under the false impression that the 
license gives power to fish indiscriminately upon any ground by which the river runs. 
There has been some very good sport up the Clun, but little going on in the 
Leintwardine quarter, the water being in few hands. Several good fish have 
been caught below Steventon, bottom fishing. Up the Orribury waters some 
good fish have been landed, but nothing worth notice going on in that grand 
little stream, the Letwyche.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

There has not been much doing this week in this quarter, but some good 
fish have been taken. At Monk’s Bridge some gentlemen have landed some 
good baskets of grayling, top and bottom fishing with the maggot and fly. 
‘There has arrived in the neighbourhood of the Teme, a party (not very welcome 
to the angler) of about three thousand men, women, and children, who are 
dispersed through the numerous hop yards on the banks of the Teme, the men 
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indulging in a little fishing on their own account when oppor unity pressa 
itself. This will last three weeks. The waters are in capital condition for ays 
fishing, the late rains having greatly improved it. Splendid fish may be seen 
in the river from Little Hereford Bridge, some one pound weighteach. So 
good {rout have been landed from the Kyre, also a few smal ones from 
Rea. There is butlittle being done in the Letwyche, which j ins the Temei 
this neighbourhood after passing close to Ludlow. Mr. G. Page visited 
river on Saturday and had a very good catch of grayling. The flies used weret 
green insect and little blue. Rain comes down this morning, and fishing 
to-day is done with.— WonCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 
There was a heavy downpour of rain in this district on Thursday, but in th 
evening it had made no difference to the height of the river. Barbel anglers 
during the week have been extremely busy, especially at Shardlow, King’s 
Mills, and Rolleston. In the lastynamed water on Thursday eight as fine fis 
as I have seen this season were taken in an hour by two Nottingkam gentle. 
men, who would have fared even better had not the wet intervened. They 
averaged fully 5 1b. each, and were in splendid condition. Some nice barbel 
were killed below the weirs at King’s Mills on Wednesday, and in the early 
part of the day Mr, H. Benson, of Nottingham, bagged a salmon of nearly 
15lb. Mr. T. Heard, of Radford, also caught one in the Shardlow length on 
Tuesday, and a correspondent at Willington writes me that since Saturday five 
grand fish have been caught out of the barbel swims.—THer Man AT THE 
CLUBS. : i 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). } 
The river has now fined down to its usual level, and some fairly good dishes” | 
have been caught through the agency of wasp-grub. Sport in the reservoirs at 
Swinstey has also been better during the last week, as several capital dishes of 
both trout and eels have come under my notice. Trout are, however, now on 
the wane, and much to my delight visions of red tags, bumbles, Autumn duns, 4 
and the silvery Salmo Thymallus himself begin to flit through my mind, for — 
to my way of thinking there is no phase of the gentle art that cancompare with — 








Visitors to and anglers on the Witham have been most plentiful on the 
Upper Waters, and considering the glorious weather, the lowness of the water, 
and the general indisposition of the fish, under these circumstances the y may 
be reported to have done wellin the majority of cases. If anglers at these 
times will only look out for deeper holes they will in nearly all cases, succeed 
in getting at something. At Bardney some good bags of roach, eels, and 
bream have been made, and the takes of the latter have, in some cases, be«n 
larger with fish up to 3} lb. Some good bream have had out of the waters 
about Dogdyke, and near the pumping engine, and roach have been secured at 
many points. Pike have been landed at the first-named place by Mr, 
Jameison and Mr. Rylands, the best fish taken being one of 6} Ib., taken by 
the former, who reports a most successful season, They have now been taken ~ 
at Kirkstead, Brothertoft, and Langrick. One of the special features of them 
report this week is the continued capture of perch inthe higher waters. The 
non-capture of perch of late seasons, has led to the idea that they had all but 
ceased to exist, and hence anglers for along time have nearly left them un- 
touched. Oflate, some of the anglers frequently visiting Kirkstead have 
turned their attention to them, and having found their Joca/e, have been reaping 
a good harvest. One angler reports having taken one day upwards of two 
dozen, returning small ones, and he showed a fine dish of fourteen, scaling 
12} lb., and the best was nearly 2} 1b. Other anglers have done well at the 
same spot, and sizeable perch have also been3taken at Bardney. I would re- 
commend minnows, and for‘anglers to come provided ; but worms have killed 
very well.— YELLOW BELLY. 


Wye and Derwent. ; 

Both rivers have been in good order for fly-fishing during the past week ; but 
owing to thunder beingin the air on most days’ fish have risen very short indeed 
at the artificial flies, and baskets from three to eight brace per anglerhave been — 
made, chiefly off of the preserved waters on different parts of the Derwent. 
The killing flies have been honey dun bumbles, ash dun, and furnace flies. 
To-day (Thursday) we have had a good deal of steady rain, which has dis- 
coloured the rivers a little. If the thunder will only keep off, good sport is sure” 
to be had next week on the Derwent as grayling are rising freely, and are 
running a good size this season.—G. J. EATON. | 


Autumnal grayling fishing.—FRANCIs M. WALBRAN. 2 
[Received too late for insertion last week. ] x 
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Yare (Norwich). 


The question uppermost among anglers on this stream is, ** Where are the 
roach ?’? The paucity of fish caught is something surprising, considering t 
splendid weather we have lately experienced. A very old angler on this river off 
the suggestion that there is too much ground bait put into the water; another 
very long experience attributes the want of sport to the weeds being uncut this” 

ear ; but whatever the cause, it is certain that such a September we have 
iat for some long time. nor such bad roach fishing for a still longer period. 
should be very pleased if some of our local brethren would offer their opini 
as to the cause of the scarcity of roach caught, as I firmly believe the river is 
plentifully stocked at all parts. A very fine bream of 511b. was landed b 
Norwich gentleman a few days since, and is now being preserved as anotl 
specimen of Norfolk fish, Bream fishing is not up to the usual mark yet, 
several knowing ones are preparing to try their luck, and I hope to hear of so 
good hauls shortly. Rainis falling now, and I fancy a chan ge is near, as 
glass is steadily going down.—RosBerr MOLL. . 





_ A Last Day’s Avon Trout FIsHING.—Mr. George Timewell succeeded 
in hooking and killing a remarkably handsome fish the other evening, within a 
stone’s throw from the Chequers Inn, Hanham Ferry. He ran a magnificent 
trout, and after twenty-five minutes’ rare sport, succeeded in landing it. The 
fish was in perfect form, measured 23 inches, and weighed within a shade of 
61b. It remained on view at Mr. Rogers’s for a short time, and was inspected — 
by a large number of anglers and others, Between twenty and thirty people _ 
congregated and witnessed the landing. The fish is to be stuffed and pre- 
served by Mr. Charbonnier, of the Tiangle, "4 
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ANGLING RIGHTS IN HEIGHAM SOUNDS. 


ROM Mr. ark’s report of the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial 
Society this week we see that matters are coming to an 
issue as regards the right of fishing in Heigham Sounds. Mr. 
Lark, the secretary of the society, was deputed by the members to 
fish in the Sounds, to see if any action would be taken by those 
claiming the right of fishing. Mr. Edward R. Boult has now 
issued a summons against Mr. Lark, and the question will be 
tried on Tuesday next. Anglers generally will most anxiously 
watch the result of this attempt to defend angling rights. We are 
not acquainted with the facts of the case, but feel sure our Yar- 
mouth friends have very good ground to stand on, or they would 
not have moved in the matter, and if that is so, they deserve, and, 
we trust, will get, general support. We are no advocates of an 
arrogant policy on the part of anglers as against landowners; but 
the quiet demand for what they believe to be their “rights” will 
always command respect and attention. 








THE WHEELDON TESTIMONIAL FUND. 


R. M. H. BLAMEY, the hon. secretary and treasurer of 
1 the above, informs vs that it is progressing very favourably; 
which we are glad to hear. We shall publish a list of subscribers 
shortly, and intending subscribers are requested to write to the 
hon. secretary, at 62, Charing Cross. 


ry 








A ROD AND WINCH VALUE £250. 


ESSRS. F. T. WILLIAMS AND CO. have just sent tothe 

Fisheries Exhibition a rod and winch of the value of 

#250! The unhappy proprietor of this édition de luxe ought to take 
a couple of armed burglars with him when he goes a-fishing. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


R. Kerrinc.—Yes; we should say most Ccecidedly the Test produces finer 
trout than the Wandle. The water is better, and the food more abund- 
ant, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


{ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


FISHING AMONG THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS. 

Sir,—Juss a line to tell you of a little fishing expedition that I went on with 

-aftiend. We started from here, Cook’s city (? city, as there are only a few log 
cabins), at daybreak on one of those mornings only known to early risers, cool, 
with slight delicious breezes fanning the valley of pines. We took with us a 
pack horse to pack our blankets, grub, &c., and 1 must here mention..that a 
man soon Jearns to pack yery little both as to quantity and size—two blankets 
each, ten pounds of flour, coffee, bacon, frying-pan, and coffee-pot completing 
the outfit. — 

Our way took us up over a steep mountain leading through forests, down 
again to a long plateau with a rushing torrent as its centre, until we again 
ascended to a high divide or rocky ridge, whence we caught sight of our 
lake, some four miles distant, perched in between the bases of surrounding 
mecuntains, 

I must not forget the charming view we had from the divide. Far away for 
the distance of quite eighty miles could be seen mountain after mountain 
rising in the clear, though mighty rare, atmosphere, some looking like ancient 
castles, others as flat as tables, all bare and rugged from above timber line, 
After a pipe and look to the trappings of our pack saddle, we started to de- 
scend, and camped within a mile of the lake, near a creek of clear snow water. 
A breakfast the next morning of bacon, coffee, and bread cooked in frying-pan, 
at the cooking of which Iam quite an expert, and we started for the lake, catch- 
ing grasshoppers on cur way before the sun had made them shed their over- 

coats and get too lively. 

The first throw I made was with a piece of red flannel, and hooked three 
_hice salmon trout in no time, weighing from a pound to two and a half; but 
they seemed as the morning advanced to fight shy of such indigestible stuff as 

flannel, and I treated them to some nice hoppers of a brownish tint, catching 
eight more. The hoppers went wrong after a little, and I was hard up for a new 
bait, when, happening to nearly Jand another fish, I pulled a piece of his jaw 
(do you anglers call it the jaw?) out, threw again with this, and caught two 
more ; it was a small piece of the white gristly flesh, and wriggled like a worm 
in the water. Time for grub came on: we started a fire, fried some fish, ate it, 
smoked, of course, and I think went to sleep—however, I know I did; when 
/ my friend roused me up and told me to listen, and sure enough we could hear 
an old bear rolling rocks on the other side of the lake, some quarter of a mile 
_ distant. Both of us started with our rifles to have a shot, though, if within fifty 
_ yards and the shot is not fatal (and bears have been shot three times through 
; 4 heart, and yet not killed), it is all up with you; if near a small tree, up 
there. 
However, we did not see the bruin, and, perhags, it was lucky for us we did 
Not, as the older the hunter, the more cautious and wary they are about these 
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enormously strong brutes. Let me tell of my first bear story ovt here. We 
were then down at the mill creek, some eighty miles distant, when we met 
three hunters, who the night before bad met a bear. They came upon her un- 
awares, each discharging their Winchesters, though only one slightly wounded 
ber. She made a rush for the nearest of them, and then for a scatter—one 
jumped into a creek running fast enough to carry him off his legs ; the other 
climbed up a tree, which, being rotten, fell with a crash. However, they all 
escaped, and lucky for them, as the strength and agility of these Rocky Moun- 
tain bears is marvellous; they can lift and roll about boulders of six hundred 
pounds, and tear up young trees and the ground in a surprising manner. To 
return to our fishing, we had good sport also the next day, catching forty-two; 
and on our nearing the lake saw two young elk. My friend fired, but missed, I 
having left my gun behind. 

As our mail carrier starts early to-morrow, I must conclude, and, should you 
want any information as to species of fish with their anatomical peculiarities, I 
will try and find them out and send you.—I am, &c., 

A. Marston. 

Cook’s City, Montana, Aug. 30, 1883. 





QUILL-BODIED FLIES AND HOW TO MAKE THEM. 

Str,—Perhaps you will allow me to briefly supplement your answer to Mr. 
Hotton’s query. From my own experience, I know how difficult it is for the 
ama’‘eur to find the proper ‘‘ quill”’ for fly-bodies. To get the neat alternate 
rings of different colour, it is not necessary to take two pieces of fibre, but 
only to get the fibre from the proper part of the peacock’s feather. And this, 
with all deference to your advice Mr. Editor, is not from the ‘long fibres,?? 
but from the ‘‘eye’’ of the feather. Moreover, some eyes are much better 
than others. To select the best, firs; choose good big eyes, then turn the 
feather so that the metallic lustrous fibres are downwards—look at the back of 
the feather, in fact. Some eyes will look much lighter than others, and the 
lightest will be found to have fibres which, when stripped, show a dark edge 
and a light edge. Wrap this on a hook, and it gives the peculiar ribbed ap- 
pearance, which is so attractive in all the quill-bodied flies. For along time 
after I habitually made my own flies I was unable to tie a quill gnat, because 
I did not know where to get the quill, and I remember being considerably mor- 
tified to find that I couid make all the small duns in general use, while’ I was 
floored over the simplest and best of them all. Let Mr. Hotton get a good 
assortment of eyes from the peacock’s tail feather, and he will very soon be 
able to select at a glance those which suit his purpose, and variety enough for 
nearly all the blues and olives the season through. Of course, the olives are 
only got by dyes, the use of which requires much practice and experience.—-I 
am, &c., HS. HAu&n. 





BARBEL IN SPAWN IN SEPTEMBER. 

Sim,—Is it not an unusual occurrence to take barbel with spawn in them in 
September ? 

Fishing at Datchet on September 13th I caught a fine well-fed fish of 
3 lb. 6 oz. which was full of spawn.—I am, &c., 

Sept. 15th. J. L. Meyer. 

[{t is unusual, but not extraordinary. In the case of all fish we find abnormal, 
or what appear to be abnormal, conditicns present occasionally. In some cases 
disease of the vent caused by external injury, or internal parasites, sometimes 
prevents the ejection of the ova at the proper season.—ED. | 





GROWTH OF PIKE, &c. 

Str,—Could any reader of the Fisninc Gazerre inform me how 
pounds a jack or pike increases yearly ? 

And whether there is any piscatorial society about Liverpool.—I am, &e., 

N. DarpysHire. 

[It is only a question of food ; if well fed, a pike will increase from 1 to 3 Jb. in 
a year, The Liverpool Angling Association, 19, West Derby Road, 
Liverpool.—Ep, 


many 





HEARDER’S NEW DUPLEX SPINNER. 

StR,—I am much obliged for your notice of my invention, but you have 
made a mistake in the price; they are only 4d. each box, and postage 2d. 
extra. A dozen would go for 4d. by post. I have been inundated with orders, 
so it shows your paper is well circulated. —I am, &c. Wo. HEARDRER. 





ANGLING IN THE WITHAM AT DOGDYKE. 

Srm,—-There has been some very good fishing in this neighbourhood lately, a 
party of five taking over 80 1b. of roach in two days, Mr, R. Ashton, cf the 
Buckland Angling Scciety, Ardwick, Manchester, taking the first day 16 lb. 
of roach, second day (half day only) 18 lb. roach, one weighing 180z. The 
water here is now in first-rate trim, and many anglers from distant parts are 
enjoying good sport.—I am, &c., 

Joun C, BEECHAM, 

Packet Inn, Dogdyke, Sept. 12. 


WRAYSBURY. 

Sm,—Anent ‘‘B.’s’’ remarks in your last week’s issue, he is quite correct: the 
piece of water known as ‘* Old Joe Heath's” is now rented by Mr. Hawkins 
(a more liberal man than whom never lived). The subscription is 30s. per year, 
one day’s fishing per week. You would certainly have to go a long way to find a 
better stretch of water. The Mill Pool and Waste Gate Water is open 
to any respectable angler at 1s. per day. Mr. Barrett is in charge of these 
pools, and a very nice, civil, obliging fellow he is. Mrs. B. will provide tea 
or dinner, if notice be given to her one clear day beforehand; her charges are 
most reasonable, and you can have your meals without leaving your swim 
ifyou like. To those anglers who can catch roach, I say come and try. It’s 
one of the most delightful spots for miles, and swarms with big roach. Paste 
is the best bait; ground-bait lightly with bread and bran—tish very fine—I 
am, &c., ONE WHO Has TAKEN DOzENs. 





WRAYSBURY AS A FISHING STATION. 

Sir,—Ts there any good fishing near Wraysbury’’ ? you ask. I reply 
emphatically, ‘‘ Rather.’’? Why, our good friend Mr. Hoole couldn’t have been 
placed in a position where his piscatorial soul could find greater delight. I 
have taken bags of roach from Jos. Heath’s water—aye, and from under that 
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articular railway bridge—that would have done your heart good to see, Mr. 
Feditor ; and Hicks isn’t Colnbrook Churchyard and the old Windsor Fleet gene- 
rally within pea-shootirg distance? Just where the line approaches nearest fo 
the Fleet, between Datchet and. Wraysbary, within a couple of hundred yards 
of the latter station, is there not the Sunk Tree barbel hole and swim, whet: 
from Messrs. Geen and Hoole have drawn many a glorious wellful of barbel: 
But let us drop interrogatories. I lived at Wraysbury some time a few years ago, 
and though it is water—water everywhere in winter, a prettier spot for the artist, 
naturalist, or angler, or all three combined, cannot be found this side the grave. 
Well couldst thou, oh Leo the genial, have replied to our Editor’s question 
hadst thou known! 
CHUB FISHING. Pe ’ 
Whilst agreeing with most you say in reply to ‘* Amateur Angler’? in last 
week's ‘* To Corres.’’, may I ask, is it not rather late for frog-baiting ? About 
this time I much prefer cheese, or even wasp-grub, to the reptile afore-named. 
Let “A. A.’’, using Nottingham tackle—if he does not know how “s. will 
procure him Martin s book on the art from you—drop down from bough to 
bough ina punt. Tbe best way is to have someone who can be gentle and 
noiseless with you, and while you fish, sitting on the well, he hands the boat 
down, Try every likely nook with a light quill float and fine gut; never mind 
being smashed once or twice, and let the cheese be a good soapy one that will 
cut up into dice. Pass the hook right through; never mind the barb coming 
out the other side. This ismy way. However, the ‘‘ Trent Otter’s’’ book will 
tell him everything about this delightful style of fishing.—I am, &c., 
CHUB CHAVENDER. 
| We are sorry to see from ‘B.'s’ letter that the water we knew and fished as 
“ Heath's water’? is now private. As we anglers increase so our fishing places 
decrease.—ED. ] 





WRAYSBURY, BUCKS. 

S1r,—I nolice you ask the question, ‘‘Is there any good fishing near 
Wraysbury ?’’ in your issue of the 8th inst. Ihave fished the neighbourhood 
for over I4 years, so IT may be somewhat of an authority upon the matter. 
The ‘*Thames”’ isa little over a mile from the station, a very pretty walk, 
anc the change, after riding, will do any one good. For those gentlemen who 
prefer riding, the station-master (Mr. ‘I’. Hoole) will, upon receipt of order at 
least one clear day beforehand, have a pony and trap waiting to take them to 
their destination. The old river (or Fleet) is one of the finest pieces of water 
for miles ; never such a thing as a ‘* steam launch,’’ and very few row boats— 
not 6 in a week, It is anangler’s paradise : of course, like most places, it wants 
to be known to be appreciated. For all-round fishing you cannot choose a 
better place, When the water is a little coloured is the best time to fish here. 
Begin at the ‘‘stile’’ end, on the Bucks side; try the chub under the withy 
trees with bread or lob-worm in summer, pith and brain in winter; fish 
‘‘Notiingham style,’’ about 2 ft. deep, and ten to one you'll get a few nice 
fish. Just aboveis a good swim, called the “‘ Dead Tree swim ”’ ; here are perch, 
roach and chub ; look out for a big barbel, especially just as a flood is imminent 
ard when the water is falling. Large pike are often taken out of this hcle in 
the winter time. Just abuve is a ditch emptying inthe main stream: fish 
right opposite this on either side; fish very fine and you'll get some splendid 
roach and dace. Above will be found five or six good swims. When you come 
to a large withy lying out in the stream put out a ledger above and let it wash 
under this tree, There are a lot of big chub, barbel, and perch lying there. It is 
heavy water and requires a large bullet ; try lob.worms, For some 500 yards 
there are no swims. When you come toa fence (be careful not to do any 
damage) you'll see some bushes overhanging the water. Here is another good 
place for barbel and chub legering; but it must be borne in mind, although 
you are pretty certain to get one or two, you'll not get many barbel without 
previously ground-bai'ing. Just above the spot there are some splendid chubby 
nooks. Then comes the ‘‘ Weir”; it was here Mr. Stevens (of Barnes) took 
the 14 1b. trout last season, besides I don’t know how many barbel. 

It must be borne in mind this water is especially good just after a flood; great 
roach in shoals, I remember taking, from 4 a.m. to I p.m. 251b. of chub and 
roach from one little eddy not larger than the top of a cask. 

You will find good accommodation at the Green Man and the George, 
but it is always best to send notice you are coming, and explain fully what you 
require, to save disappointment, for sometimes the places are full. These two 
houses are most reasonable in their charges. Next week I will give you 
particulars of other fishing places near this place if you'll permit me.— 
Iam, &c., RoaAcu. 

[Our question was ‘wrote sarcastical’’ in allusion to Mr. Hoole’s getting 
Wraysbury station.—ED ] 





PRESERVATION OF THE LODDON. 
Notice To ANGLERs. 

Stnr,—It will prevent inconvenience to some of your readers if you will be 
good enough to find space for this short statement, ‘The Patrick Stream and 
the whole of the Loddon Waters, tributaries, and streams north of the G. W..7S 
are now let, and become the private fishery of the Henley and the Reading 
Angling Associations jointly. Numbers of persons have been in the habit of 
fishing these waters on trespass, who are now warned against doing s».—I am, 
Coes; JoHN WILLIAM Kyicur, 

Hon. Sec. and Joint Lessee. 

[We hope that the Henlcy and Reading Associations, who have secured these 
waters, will not entirely close them to London anglers, but issue day tickets 
at Is. forsbo'tom fishing, and 2s. 6d. for pike. A policy of this kind wou'd 
have more of the much-talked-about angling spirit’’ about it than the use of 
the waters for ‘‘ members only’?; the societies would gain by being liberal, and 
the price named will sufficiently limit the number of outsiders.— Ep. ] 





FRENSHAM POND.—FLAMMER PONDS. 

S1r,—Some few years ago I used to spend many weeks of my long vacation 
every year with a friend who had taken thelease of Moor Park.near Farnham, once 
the residence of Sir William Temple, and where Dean Swift wrote some of his 
works. I have driven over from there to Frensham Pond (about five miles) and 
fished for perch. There were large quantities of perch in the pond, but they ran 
small and seemed half-starved. I once tried them for half an hovr with the 
mere skin of a worm on the hook, and they took it ravenously, I have heard 
other anglers complain of the small size of the perch in this pond. The little 
public-house close by was not, when I fished Frensham, of much account. 
‘There was nothing to be got there but bread and cheese, bacon, fat and rank 
and beer, black and flat. I used also to drive over to the Flammer Ponds 
(about ten miles from Farnham) to fish for pike. ‘This water is fished from a 









raised bank. As the water runs shallow for some distance from the bank, 
anglers were obliged to make long casts with their live bait. The pike we 
caught ran from 31b. to 7]b., and not many of them. The fishing and the 
accommodation in both these places may have altered for the better since the 
time I refer to, but I recommend anglers before going any distance to fish 
either of these ponds, to be sure that there has been such an alteration.—I am, 
&c., R. Cutten Dewy, — 
Kingeton- on-Thames. 


{ 


SPAWN IN BREAM. 4 

Srr,—Whi'st cleaning a bream about 2ib., taken at Wimbledon Lake last 
Tuesday, to my surprise I found it to be full of spawn, The keeper persists 
in saying they spawn twice a year. This I cannot believe, but may I ask you 
what becomes of this spawn? Is it retained in the bream until, say, the end 
of next May or the beginning of June, or is it shed between this and 
Christmas ? ; 

This is not the first time I have found fish full of spawn months after the 
time of shedding it, 7 ¢., in September and October, notably in the -case of 
some perch taken near Sunbury. b 

All I know is this particular bream was in splendid condition. What is 
your opinion on this subject?—I am, &c., MARK ANTONY, © 

[We do not believe they spawn twice. See our answers to similar queries 
respec'ing trout and perch.—Ep.] 





BLUNHAM ON THE OUSE AND IVEL. ; 
Sir,—I am pleased to inform you that the angler’s privilege tickets to the 
above splendid fishing station are again being issued by the London and North- 
Western Railway Company. That this station, with its grand fishing waters, 
Should have been closed was a cause of regret to all who knew the water Great 
credit is therefore due to Mr. Elliott, the proprietor, for his success in inducing 
the railway authorities to re-issue these tickets. Froma long and practical 
experience of the angling to be obtained there. I know that there are few 
places where better sport can be obtained, both for bottom and jack fishing 
‘the water is strictly preserved, and it wotld be awkward if anyone was caught 
acting illegally, as the keeper would bedown at once on them, Blunhaie Station 
is about amile from the Ouse. and a ten minutes’ walk from the Ivel, the right 
of fishing both streams being vested in Mr. Elliott ; and if he could only be in- 
duced to issue day tickets, I feel assured that the numbers visiting him would 
soon be materially increased, the more especially as it is well known that to go 
to Eljiott’s is to have comfort, good cooking, and cleanliness—three es:entials 
to thorough enjoyment. At the present time angling in the Ouse is by sub- 
scription of £1 1s, per annum; in the Ivel, by permission of Mr. Elliott, which — 
is readily given to any respectable applicant. I have now some splendid roach — 
in case which came from this little river. The fishing rights extend over some 
seven or eight miles of water, so that there is plenty of room for many anglers. 
Herewith I enclose the letter of the London and North-Western Railway Com-_ 
pany, authorising the re-issue of the privilege tickets, which will commence : 
from the 6th. Trustiag that you will thin this of sufficieat importance t2— 
insert,—I am, &c., : 
Sept. 5th. S. J. WEATHERHEAD. i 
[We are glad to hear this, having always heard good reports of Mr. Elliott's 
place. We notice the London and North-Westera Railway will charge anglers 
5s. between London and Blunham, but ‘if the issue of tickets has been under _ 
100 for the year”’ they will have to cancel the privilege again,—Ep. | 4 


























GOOD SPORT AT KINGSTON. a 
S1R,—I have to record a very good day's sport. On Saturday last, fishing 
with J. Johnson, sen., at Kingston, I bagged 144 dozen good roach and dace, 
3 gudgeon, I perch, I bream, and 18 momsers.—L am, &c., rx. 
University and Public Schools Club. F 





NETTING THE ARUN. 

S1r,—My letter on the above, as usual, was the result of an argument, ; 
In the course of a conversation, friend P—— said, ‘‘No doubt it is quite 
true, these anglers are capable of anything.’ 4 
I replied, ‘I simply do not believe it’?; and at once wrote you to that 
effect, and I was exceedingly pteased when I found P. was wrong. be 
With reference to the remark, “these anglers are’ capable of anything,” in 

nine cases out of ten they are not anglers. * 
I utterly repudiate his statement. Aj 
Your real angler could no more be guilty of the idiotic and paltry conduct 
so truthfully and graphically described by Mr. Arncld, than steal another man’s 
fish, with the idea of securing a prize with the same. 2 
Fancy a true angler breaking into the orchard of a poor cottager and stealing 
his apples. a 
Ta coiblveicn. they are merely the wretched, miserable, contemptible camp- — 
followers of the good army, ready to perpetrate any villany ; and the sooner 
the officers in command put a stop to the erratic conduct of these hopelessly 
ignoran: and help'essly-vulgar persons, the better for all lovers of the gentle 
craft.—I am, &c., Mark ANTONY. — 
7 2a 








NETTING THE ARUN. « 

SrR,—I see one of your correspondents, Harry Arnold, has written a letter 
to show netting is not carried onat or about Bury. 
Now, Mr. Editor, if we can believe our eyes, a number of us saw most 
mistakably a net hanging up to dry about one mile from Bury; it was no 
doubt seen by many anglers as well as the writer, for is was plainly discerni le 
from the carriage windows. What is the use of trying to make out netting 1s 
not carried on when so many know is for a fact? This net had no doubt been 
used recently, and on the water which belongs to the Rev. Mr. King.—I am , 
&c., F. LAURENCE, ~ 
P.S.—I should jize to see netting put a stop to. I don't believe, whoever — 
they are, they bave any right. ss 
[In his letter to us of the 24th of August, the Rev. Mr. King said he had he 
right of netting in nine miles of the Arun, ana that he did not net it because — 
he did not wish to spoil sport for anglers. He deserves the thanks of all anglers — 
for this generosity, and we feel sure Mr. Laurence, or anyone else, will be able — 
to get his permission to stop netting in the nine miles referred to. It is too 
much to expect Mr. King to set watchers to protect such a stretch of water for 
the benefit of London anglers.—Ep. } a 
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FENNELL'S BOOK OF THE ROACH. ; 

Sir,—In answer to “F. B. R.” ‘‘Fennell’s Book of the Roach ’’ was 
published by Messrs. Longmans, Green, Reader, and Dyer, Paternoster Row. 
Should it be out of priat I shall feel much pleasure in lending it to him con- 
ditionally that it be returned in a reasonable time, and in as good condition as 
it now is, fair wear and tear excepted —I am, &c., G. CLARK. 

1, New Road, Crouch End, N. 

| The work is out of print at present.—ED.] 





WONDERFUL TROUT FISHING. J : 

S1r,—Whilst staying at Buntingford, Herts, a year ego, and trying with 
small success some water in the neighbourhood, I determined to try a small 
tumbling bay (close to the station), formed by the water from a_ small stream 
running through the town, and falling over the gates that were formerly used 
to keep up the head water of an old mill now stopped, and the result was, 
during my stay of four weeks, several hundred of splendid trout. Being very 
pleas d with my sport, Ihave been there on two occasions since, and each 
time have landed over 20 lb., several fish being over 3 lb. each, and one caught 
by a friend over 6 1b. I was broken up several times after hooking fish _ by 
their making for the roots of some trees growing in the water (once with triple 
gut). Iintended having another day there before the end of the season, but 


hear from a friend that the fishing is stopped. Now, to all appearances the 


‘ 


that the Ouse is the river par excellence. 


{ . 


water is public, being used by the boys of the town as a bathing-place, and by 
builders for digging sand. It has previously been free to anyone until I and 
my friend took trout from it. There is no notice of any kind put up, and the 
people at the mill-house told me they had nothing to do with it. It is within a 
few yards of the road, and there js a public thoroughfare round the side of it. 
J should be very much obliged if you or any of your numerous readers could 
me any information concerning the right of fishing it.—TI am, &c., 
Davy HAMMOND. 

207, Walworth Road. ; ; : 

[As we have often stated, the fact thata road runs by a river gives the public 
noright to fish in the river. What a wonderful bit of water this must 
be !—Ep.] : 





THE OUSE AS AN ANGLING RIVER. |. 

S1r,—In your valuable columns I have seen week by week inquiries from 
different anglers of places near London that they could get a good day's fishing 
at. Now, from experience, I can tell of such a place. A friend and I 
always have a fortnight’s fishing ac this time of the year, and we both of us find 
I do not care what fish you fish for ; 
bar trout, they are to be got in the Ouse. Ihave fished a good many rivers in 
England, and I have been a fisherman now for 20 years, but the Ouse is the 
river for me before them all. The part we go to is Blunham, and we always 
stay at Mrs. Elliot’s. They rent nine miles of water, and it is strictly pre- 
served, The river Ival also runs at the bottom of their meadows, which can 
be fished by anglers staying at the house. For those who only want a day’s 
fishing tickets can be had, 1s. for bottom fishing and 2s. 6d. for jack fishing. 
Mrs. Elliot has made arrangements with the sailway companies for anglers’ 
tickets, and the fare now is a little better than half. Jack-fishing commenced 
on the 16th of this month, and I should think from what I saw that some very 
Jarge fish will be taken. My friend and I went down the Sunday before the 
Bank Holiday, and we could not have fished out a worse fortnight. The wind 
blew a hurricane the whole time, and yet we had nothing to complain of in the 
way of fish. For those who are fond of jack-fishing 1 should say go there. 
They were a perfect bother to us. Directly we got the roach on the feed in 
would come the jack, and send them flying—not little }-pounders, but fish of 
large size. The bream are, without exception, the strongest and most lively 
of any I have caught. The way they dash off directly they are struck puts one 
in mind of perch rather than bream. Mrs. Elliot-has the largest bream but one 
in the Fisheries Exhibition—weight, 9} lb. We had some immense catches, 
eur largest bream being 5} 1b. We hooked nothing under ? Ib. the whole time 
we were there. Perch are plentiful but small, as far as our experience went, 


the largest being 1b. My friend had a smash up with what, we believe, was a 


large one, but neither of us had a chance of seeing it. Ihave been to this river 
now for four years, and while I get the same sport nothing will tempt me to 
go elsewhere. Considering the short distance it is from London, I am sur- 
prised that the Ouse is not more patronised than itis. Mrs. Elliot does the 
thing well and cheaply. A keeper is kept with a punt to show strangers the 
best swims, and itis the fault of the angler if he does not get the fish. Mrs. 
Elliot will be pleased to answer any questions about the water tariff or trains, 
Hoping you will excuse the length of this letter.—We are, &c., 
Goopr & THORNBY. 





OULTON BROAD, 

Sir,—On my way down to this angling station on the roth I read in your 
issue of the 8th that beach fishing at Lowestoft was grand. I made inquiries, 
looking forward to a return of the ante—Admiralty Pier times at Dover—when 
brave sport could be had off the jetties with codlings and big whiting, it being 
sometimes a question whetherthe cod came out or the angler went in, and 
learnt that this beach fishing is a fine sport when pursued during Beptember 
and October. Unfortunately an ordinary rod and line is of no use, as I had 
hoped it would be, the fishing being done with a tremendous line, having 
numerous hooks, and a correspondingly huge pole, with which the line is pro- 
jected from the shore, much after the manner, I take it, of the ordinary throw- 
ing stick, as used at the Welsh Harp and similar waters. . 

-In your last issue I notice someone on the spot offers his services to teach 
this sport, soI need say no more on the point. On Oulton Broad I found 
the weeds very thick, and furnishing the pike with so well-stocked a larder 
that the live baiter went empty away. As the bream had gone off and the 
roach had not yet come on, I was driven t» spinning in that branch of the 
Waveney known as the Beccles river, with a result of ninejack, all small, in 
two evenings. Isaw one of about 6 lb. taken, and that was the largest of the 
week, although one of 12 ib, had been taken shortly befure. Tris broad and 
more especially its connecting streams—magnificent harbours for fish—have 
been conserved none too soon, and the general expression of those who spend 
much time upon them is that their day is yet to come. This must refer to 
bottom fish, for only two winters ago monster pike, weighing respectively 
26 lb., 233 lb., 18 lb., aud 16 lb., were taken. The 18-pounder is still on show 
at Mr. Mason’s inn, where, by the bye, the angler is made as comfortable as 
possible at a very reasonable rate. The roach are decidedly smali, and the 
bream, besides being uncertajn in their dinner-hour, are suffering from that 
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time of which legends are extant to the effect that they used to be sold at 41. 
per bushel for manure, and that a certain wherry man (everything up to 35 tons 
is a wherry) caught w tons ina single night, trailing a net behind him. As 
I want you to believe what I write, I refrain from saying how many tons this 
manure merchant is stated to have caught. I cannot conceive a finer pike 
water than the Beccles part of the Waveney, its d-pth being from 6 ft. to 12 ft.; 
with fine weeds along each margin. Ihave heard varying accounts of these 
broads. My own opinion is that, although I made no great captures, they are 
crammed full of fish, and if more care be taken to throw back little ones than 
seems to be the fashion at present, big ones should be obtainable. 

For the first time for many years a grey mullet, of which the broad is fu'l, 
was taken by hook and line. The bait taken was a gentle, and the angler kat 
a very lively quarter of an hour. The perch run small.—I am, &c., 

E, T. SAcus, the Piscatorial Society. 

P.S.—On the 13th the water was covered with the black gnat. 





EELS AS A BAIT FOR PIKE. 

S1r,—I read some while since in the FisHinc GAzeTre that pike would not 
touch eels for food. If I have not misread this note I would most 
distinctly say that it wasanerror, There is no other bait than that of an eel— 
excepting, perhaps, small sa'monidz, smelts, and gudgeon—that pike will not 
seize with greater avidity. Indeed, the favourite spinning bait in the Wilts 
and Dorset rivers—the Avon, Stour, &c.—is an eel prepared in the following 
manner :—Cut off about 3 inches of the head and shoulders of an eel, say of 
4b. weight, then sever 4 or 5 inches of the tail, place the middle portion aside, 
take out the backbone and flesh of the shoulder, leaving the skin to about half 
aninch towards the head ; now insert the blunt portion of the tail into the 
orifice thus made, draw the skin over it, and with a worsted needle and thread 
attach the two portions together. To this arrange your flight of hooks, giving 
the bait the necessary turn to secure its spinning, seeing that the several triangle 
hooks are free. No deadlier bait is known in these counties. ‘The whole 
soaked in lime will cause it to last for years, and its toughness wilt de‘y the 
teeth of the pike for a considerable time to make scarcely a matk.—I am, &c., 

CREEL, 

[We do not remember the statement in the Fisurina¢ GAZETTE or should 
have contradicted it: Eels are well known as the most relished and fattening 
food pike take.—ED.] 





PERCH. : 

S1r,—Do perch spawn twice in the year? On Sept. 13th I caught perch in 
the river Boyne, Ireland, with both milt and roe fully developed.—I am, &c., 
Ce RoW: 

[They only spawn once; but, like all other fish, they sometimes are prevented 

from spawning at the usual period. See similar query with reference to trout. 

—ED.] ' 








NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION,— 
The nvrmber of visitors on Saturday was 37,741, making a total 
for Jast week of 110,858. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,777,154. 

A Twenty Pounp CArp.—A 201!b. carp was captured in the Thames at 
Wallingford on Thursday. We hope it will be sent to the Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

Inrportant Tuames Fisnery Conviction.—James Parkins, fisherman, 
Stroud-on-the-Green, was summoned before the Hammersmith Police Court 
on Thursday, Septerber 2oth, for having in his possession on the 23rd of 
August, off Chiswick Eyot, 150 flounders of a less size than 7 in. in the extreme 
length, according to the Thames Fishery Bye Laws, 1883, several of the 
flounders, measuring not more than 5 in. in leng-h, were produced. Mr. Paget 
expressed his opinion the fish were much too small, and on the defendant 
expressing his regret at having taken them in ignorance, this being his first 
offence, was fined in the sum of ros. and costs. This conviction took place 
through an examination of the punts and boats of the netsmen on the 23rd of 
August by Mr, Thomas Spreckley, President of the Thames Angling Preserva- 
tion Society, and will without doubt do much good in preventing such sm>ll 
flounders being taken, and will tend to increase the value of the flounder fishing 
in the Thames. 

Grorce James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshitc, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himaeal bad proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by some 
oi the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices : 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to.—[Apvr.] 


DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 
STOCKBREEDERS’ 


PMbeqdieciime @inaest. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cure disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy and 
buoyant condition :— 

& CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 
“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and wes, &c. 

“RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 

“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

«“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills. 

“ CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. 

Price of Chest, with “‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. ¢d. carriage paid, Hach artic’e can 
be had separately. 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION,—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT. 
22, DORSET STREET. BAKER STREET, LONDON, 
“" AND WANTAGE, BERKS. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 468 
NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


Die ob A.ER; 


and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 


anbentor and Patentee of the New Perfect 
Combination Reel. 

Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, 10, or 11 feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition Case, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any fashion 
and superior finish. ; 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38.; 3% inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 44 inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. gd., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, 1s, 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, td. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American, 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Nut- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 3} inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, price 11s. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price I5s. 


THE 


All gocds sent cut that do not give satisfaction, the. 


money will be returned and caniage paid both 
New and Enlarged Bricesinet on applicaticn, and 
a SS APR PO 2S irae 
THE CHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


IHE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 9 oz. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 eet, stand-up1ings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carsiage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottcm Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,”—Fisuine 
Gaznrrr. 

1yardgut cas 1s. 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

per dozer ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen, 
Finest drawn git manufactured, 15 inch, 4s. per 100 ; 2s, 3d. 
per 50, and 7d. per dozen, 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., shoit, and best long 1s, 1cd. per 100, 


f .bUGLH, 
13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant, 




















ACCIDENTS !—64, CORNHILL. 
NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS. 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINSI THEIR COST. 
ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCHE COMPANY, 


The oldest and largest Company, Insur.ng against 
Accidents ot all kinds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 
PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE £250,000, 
Mopgrarg PREMIUMS, 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 
MAN UFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 
and Tackle suitable for all rarts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri. tion, 
also to give informa'ion sespecting Loealit'es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘Sun and Planet”? Reel. Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 























Bonus allowed to Irsurers after fiva years. 
£1,840,000. 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 


Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, G and Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON. 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA, 
With the first issue (Janwy Baa of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers in 
America, and will include 


AW ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A_ DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, SsTRUG- 
TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 


DIVISION 14. 


THE 
“MACNEE” PIKE SCALE FLY. 
Wings made frem prepared Pike Scales. 


Genuine only 
é from Inventor, 
JAMES MACNEE, Bohally, Pitlochry (N.B.). 


Extract from ‘Trout Fishing near Canterbury,?’ by R. B. 
Marston, Esq. :— 
‘ T set great store by these Flies now, asI find they 
will kill when nothing else will.’’ 
Beware or -Imirations, 





3d. each, 


TO THE QUEEN, 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE. 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver, 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER 


Factory AND STorE— 
29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 
(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 
SHow Rooms— 





149, tarz 371, OXFORD STREET DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN. 
Baancu—381, Lats 202, OXFORD STREET CAPTURE. 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN. 
Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. WHERE, bile HOW TO CATCH 





INCIDENTS OF CAPTUBE, Etc., Etc, 
For a Hunéred Excellent and Palatable —_ 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


Tue AmeRrican ANGLE is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving | 
of a representative fish of Amerizan waters. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tux Ancver, which is the only paper published in Ame 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


























MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY WM. Cc. HARRI 
443 Lea HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. EDITOR AND ; es a 
. F 252 BROADWAY 
Milward’s Fj sh Ho oks “The book embraces a wide field ot usefulness.” —British 5 (Opposite City Hail mae 4 
a Workuoman, ) SS NEW). YORK) CILYeas Ge Sate 
MADE FROM THE * Can scarcely fail to prove of service,”’-—The Rock, 
VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, q 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT. PLEASE MENTION THIS PAPER. Roxas AQUARIUM.—At 3.0 and 8.0, id 
GRAND VARIETY ENTERTAINMENTS, in-= 
cluding the following eae: Pa fo Ureck (the Hun- 
H ; iy | LW A R )) & ‘ ( \ st No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain aaie Captain Austin (Chater Rife Shel) Bee ae 
= ry, the Bonitas (Aerial B » Fler Lightning Sketch 
WASHFORD MILLS, STEPHENS’ and. "Paintings, Newman/-Ventalogaial  Minsttales cai 
‘TORE key Cun ee STAINS FOR WOOD |tstssstessatieaitiicns ose eg 
Stand at Exhibition. r ) 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No, as ai 
at — | PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN OTL AR ee rolessomm 
| IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- TAINMENT, celebrated in all parts of the World, THIS 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND DAY and DAILY, at 5.30 and 9.30. The most useful and 
EBONY. interesting Entertainment in England. Admission 1s. 


REUBEN HEATON’S 
“LITTLE GEM” 


POCKET BALANCE 


FOR 


Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe- 
Gitious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia andSydney, Gold Medal, 
Adeiaide, 1881. 





, 
ROAD AQUARIUM.—Prices as usual, — 


Is. ip to 6 o’clock ; 2s, afterwards. 


fae 





RARCELS POST, SPORTSMAN’S and 
HOUSEHOLD PURPOSES. 


Soll at Fishing Tackle and Ironmongery Establishments, 





Favourite Horses’ and other Hoofs Cured, Polished, and 
Mounted in various Patterns, 





WHOLESALE ONLY. 


UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM. 


OE 
LIVE. PERCH FOR SALE, 
One and two year old, price 10s, per 100.—A pply 
to W. T. Six, Burghley Park, Stamford. 


GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen) 
FOR SALE ar R. ECKHARDT’S, 


LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. 





Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by pos , 
ox "on application to 7") A BOON TO ANGLERS!!1 ; 
supzasoars srauzt, roxvox.| WATERPROOF BOOTS 

191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 4 
9 ANHYDROUS LEATHER. , 

FoR ORNAMENTAL PONDS AND AQUARIA. | Both the Uppers and Soles by a 
Patented Process ~ are guaranteed 

Waterproof, 75s. ensuring 


DRY AND WARM FEET. 


Carriage free to any part of the country. 


WILSON and SON, ; 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON, 
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10) 
Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressedto the Editor of the Fisuinc GazgtTe, No. x2, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. : 
Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. : 4 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily.as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 
Tue Fisuinc Gazerre js published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W 
_ H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 











. ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The a Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpost 
ree, tos, 6d. 
Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








: ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ot 
Fisuinc Gazette, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Trish Agency—Mr. J. E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency, mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs, Sampson Low, Marston, anp Co,, the Proprietors. 
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ey FISHING FOR TROUT. 
(Continued from page 465.) 


X/JE are, then, at the stream, and commence by putting the 
rod together. It should consist of not more than three 
joints. Press the lower end ofeach firmly into its ferule, and in 
doing so, or when separating the joints, take hold of the brass 
itself as much as possible—this avoids the chance of injuring the 
rod at its weakest part. The joints may, however, be splices 
instead of ferules, and though these require rather more time to 
put together, yet a spliced rod is often better in its action than 
one with ferules. Finally, when these latter are used, a piece of 
strong waxed silk must be wound a few times backward and for- 
ward over the brass loops attached for the purpose. Now put on 
the reel with the handle towards the left, the reel being down- 
wards. When playing a fish the rod is turned with the reel up- 
wards. This counteracts the bend which it acquires in throwing 
the fly. Next pass the end of the line through the rings and 
attach the gut collar, with the precautions as to soaking which I 
have already mentioned. Select your fly and fasten it on, after 
moistening the end of the gut in the mouth for a minute or two. 
Tie it carefully with a double knot and cut off the ends with 
scissors. Once more reminding the novice that the footline, 
from the foot by which itis attached to the reel line—to the fly— 
must hang straight, he is ready to attempt his first cast. _ 

Draw out some half dozen yards or so of line, take the fly 
between the finger and thumb of the left hand, holding the rod 
with the thumb extended along its upper side at a point where it 
seems to balance well, a few inches aboye the reel. Stand ina 
perfectly upright position, with the right elbow close to the side, 
whence, under ordinary circumstances, it should never move. 
Now wave the rod—letting go the fly as you do so—backwards, 
30 as to fling out the line to its fuil extent behind you, “ feeling 
your line all the time,” and when it is fully extended—not 
defore—with a turn of the wrist which should cause the point of 
the rod to describe. a small curve, direct the rod smartly, but not 
violently, forward till it is at an angle of about 45 degrees 
above the water. The line will at this moment extend 
self well forward till, it is nearly over the spot where it 
is intended to fall, and then by checking the rod slowly 
md gradually for another 15 or 20 degrees the last yard 
ar so of the foot-line, and finally the fly, will drop lightly 
mn the surface ‘of the water. All this should be accom- 
dlished by the action of the wrist with a slight motion only of the 
forearm ; the elbow should never be lifted. In the backward 
*xtension the rod must not be allowed to go so far from the per- 
dendicular that the line touches the ground behind. It willsoon 
d¢ found that very little force is needed in casting the line for- 
ward ; the elasticity of the upper part of the rod by itself carries it 
‘traight out after the action of.the wrist gives the first impetus. 
have said that by a turn of the wrist at the end of the backward 
‘notion of the rod a small curye is produced, the fact is that 
he course of the point of the rod throughout may be represented 
iy a long, very narrow wedge, with its base, which should bea 
nall semicircle, behind, In describing this wedge the rod is 





— 


waved backwards either towards the left or to the right, that is 


| slightly out of the perpendicular to either side, and forward again 


with the opposite inclination; the effect of this is to prevent the 
fly being whipped off, which is pretty sure to take place if the rod 
is waved straight backwards and forwards. The cast should best 
be tried with increased length of line, and I may repeat that the 
two main points in making it perfectly are ‘allowing the full 
extension of the line behind” before commencing the forward 
motion, and then ‘‘ slowly checking this latter at an angle of 45 
degrees above the water.” These two ruies should never be for 
a moment forgotten. 

In recovering the line for the next cast, if there is a long length 
of iton the water, do not pluck it, as it were, suddenly off, but 
raise the point of the rod till you have a considerable portion of 
the line off, and then up and back with it smartly, and here, be it 
remembered, that between each cast the fly will require to be 
dried by repeating the action without allowing it to touch the 
water, several times. If the cast, however, is very long, it is often 
the best plan to recover the line by drawing in several yards of it 
with the left hand, between the reel and the first ring, before 
taking it off the water, and then, while drying the fly, letting this 
part out again a few feet at atime, and this method is also very 
useful where there are awkward bushes or trees behind the caster. 
Again, along cast may be sometimes made by having a yard or 
two of the line hanging loose as above, retaining it in the left 
hand, and letting it go just at the moment when the fly is ex- 
tending itself forward to its fall length ; in fact, by asort of over- 
hand spinning throw. 

To get out the proper length of line to cover a rising trout 
there are three methods, First, it may be simply drawn out with 
the left hand; secondly,. by drawing some of it off the reel, 
throwing the end of the line on the water (of course, not near 
your fish), and lifting it smartly off, which will take out all the 
slack ; it will be, so to speak, measured out by the lift to its 
required length—or finally, by making casts in the air as when 
drying the fly, and at the same time letting out slack with the 
left hand fromthe reel. Having acquired sufficient skill to enable 
him to throw his fly exactly where he wants it, the angler may 
now look out for a rising fish on which to make his first attempt, 
and here, I think, I will leave him for the present. 





FA Ra CF 
(To de Contznued.) 
RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 
Witrn Dersorretions oF its FISHERIES. 





By SEDGE WILLowW. 


No. 11—Tue Crown Horst, BROXBOURNE. 


| Riper the King’s Arms Fishery at Waltham to Mr. Bening- 

field’s hotel at Broxbourne isa long skip, but the fishing 
that lies between these tivo places is of such a very exclusive 
nature thata mere mention of its existence will be quite sufficient 
for the purpose that I had in view when commencing these 
articles. 

Mr. Eastwood, of Cheshunt, is now the proprietor of the once 
celebrated Captain Sanders’s water. The fishery begins at the 
sign-post on the Abbey stream, where Mr. Wheeler’s water ends, 
and comprises the whole of the backwater right away to the 
King’s Weir at Broxbourne. The annual subscription is /’s 5s., 
and the number of subscribers is limited to ten. 

This brings us to the Navigation River again, and here, under 
the title of the King’s Weir Fishery, we find another private 
piece of water, which was formerly included in the fishery attached 
to the Crown Hotel. It extends for some distance along the 
towing path on either side of the weir, and is now in the hands 
of Mr. Harrison, of Edmonton. The number of members is 
limited to five, and I believe the subscription is /’5 5s. per 
annum, the same as at Mr. Eastwood’s water. 

At Broxbourne, whether the visitor be an angler or not, he 
will find plenty of amusement, and the arrangements for the 
accommodation of pleasure-seekers are such as to satisfy the 
most fastidious. The gardens surrounding the Crown Hotel are 
celebrated far and wide for their beauty, and Mr. Beningfield 
spares no pains or expense in the cultivation of the rare and 
choice flowers that render them so attractive. A month ago 
there were seven pheasants in the aviary that stands in the 
grounds, The aviary is still there, but the pheasants disappeared 
during the night, and the large hole in the wirework tells its own 
tale as to the manner in which the thieves accomplished their 





* All rights reSeryéd, 
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purpose. The loss of these birds is still a mournful topic at the 
Crown; not only were they objects of admiration to all the 
visitors, but they were Mr, Beningfield’s own especial pets, and 
would take scraps of food from his hands without the slightest 
fear. 

Everything at the Crown Hotel is of a highorder. The tariff 
is, perhaps, rather of a high order, too; but it must be remem- 
bered that Mr. Beningfield caters for a superior class of customers, 
and there is an air of refinement that surrounds the place and 
makes it the favourite resort of picnic parties and others. 
Throughout the season there is always jollification going on in 
the grounds, and the spacious saloons seem never to be empty ; 
there are dining-rooms, dancing-rooms, billiard-rooms, bowls, 
archery, Aunt Sally, boats, and last—though by no means least— 
excellent fishing. It is with the fishing that we have most to do, 
so J think we will make for the river without further delay. 

The Crown Fishery extends over about three miles of water, 
partly on the Mill Stream and partly on the Navigation River. 
From its proximity to Broxbourne Station and the acknowledged 
superiority of the swims, it is one of the best known and most 
frequented fisheries on the Lea. 

We will walk up the Mill Stream first! On leaving the station 
we must cross the little wooden bridge in front of us, pass under 
the railway, and then turn sharp to the left, where we shall find 
the Mill Stream within.a few yards of us. Mr. Beningfield’s 
Fishery begins at the Railway Bridge, and the best and deepest 
part of this water will be found between that and the Haystacks. 
The swims need no pointing out, a glance at the banks will indi- 
cate them to the angler; and for roach and dace I don’t know 
that he could do better than by settling down to one of these 
well-worn spots. 

The bottom of the Mill Stream is now in capital order, as the 
steam dredger has cleared it out just recently. The first thought 
that strikes the angler is that this would be a splendid water for 
the fly. There are shoals of very fine dace and also a great many 
chub ; and it happened on the occasion of my last visit that these 
fish were rising in all directions. It is seldom that one 
sees the artificial fly on the Lea waters, but, with fine tackle 
and small flies, a skilful fisherman would surprise some of the 
adherents to paste and gentles. Walking up-stream, we find, at 
a distance of about three-quarters of a mile, a gate by the side of 
the water. This marks the boundary of Mr. Beningfield’s portion 
of the Mill Stream. 

We will now cross the meadow, and make for the Navigation 
River, which lies to our right. Following the footpath, we arrive 
at the Carthagena Weir, and our progress is stopped bya gate 
which is always kept locked. The lockman, will, however, open 
it to any of the subscribers to the fishery, and in response to a 
shout he appears at the side of the lockhouse. 

The Carthagena Weir is too well known to need any recom- 
mendation from me. Big fish of all kinds abound here, and Mr. 
Bradlaugh, who certainly holds the place of honour amongst Mr. 
Beningfield’s subscribers, has taken many large trout, jack, 
bream, perch, chub, and tench from this spot. Page upon page 
might be devoted to a description of the ever-changing aspect of 
the water as it comes tumbling over the gates of the weir and 
goes tearing away down the river, but such a description is not 
needed here; all I say to my readers is—go and see it for your- 
selves, 

Leaving the Carthagena Weir, we cross the river by the little 
bridge over the lock, and find ourselves on the towing-path. 
The next lock above is at Dobbs’ Weir, about a mile up-stream. 
The fishing from the towing-path between Dobbs’ Weir and 
Carthagena Weir has been the subject of many a wrangle. At 
present it seems to be thrown open to the public, but it was 
formerly claimed by Mr. Beningfield as a part of his fishery. I 
have made inquiry, and I am informed that “the right of fishing 
on the towing-path between Dobbs’ Weir and Carthagena Weir 
is vested in the lord of the manor, freeholders and copyholders 
of the parish of Nazing; and any other person fishing there is 
liable to prosecution.” The liability to prosecution does not 
seem to have any effect upon the fishermen, however, and I have 
not heard that any of them have been interfered with or warned 
off. The bank opposite to the towing-path undoubtedly belongs 
to the Crown Fishery, and I believe there has been no dispute on 
that point. 

All along the banks roach swims can be found without any 
trouble. Year after year the same spots are fished, and they seem 
as prolific as ever. Chub, dace, perch, and jack are also taken 
in all parts of the Navigation River. It is impossible to give any 
accurate description of the position of the swims; one bank isthe 
towing path, the other is a plain, marshy meadow, and the eye 
looks in vain for some landmark by which the swims could be 
chronicled. The telegraph posts that line the river sugcest 
themselves, but one telegraph post is like another, and these 
would, therefore, be of no assistance to us. 


* Just above Carthagena Weir there is a noted place called t 
Gulls. Here many tench have been taken, and it is one of t 
best places for jack. Below Carthagena Weir, within a sh 
distance of the lock, is one of the best roach swims, it is kno\ 
as the Cat and Fiddle, and will be found by following the towi 
path and noticing where the biggest worn place is in the ban 
All the way down to the house there are indications of the roa 
fisherman’s presence, and the stranger who visits this water 
the first time will find it easy to select a good swim. ‘ 
Walking down stream till we reach the house, we find that t 
towing path is carried over the river and continues on the oth 
side. Opposite the gardens the Mill Stream discharges itself, a 
just below are some more roach swims that are rarely unoccupi« 
There is also a capital place on the same side as the house, a 
between the two trees that grow at the water’s edge. The loy 
boundary of Mr. Beningfield’s water is marked by the seco 
horse-gate on the towing path. Although most of the fisherm 
fish from the towing path, I much prefer the other side of t 
water, especially below the house. Perch and jack will 
found all along by the trees, and I recommend the angler w 
goes for anything besides roach to devote his attention to tl 
portion of the water; I have tried it, and 1 speak fre 
experience. x 
No Sunday fishing is allowed at the Crown Hotel. The ann 
subscription, including jack fishing and bottom fishing is £2 2 
trout fishing is a guinea extra. Day tickets are issued at Is. 
bottom fishing, 2s. for jack fishing, and 5s. for trout fishing. 
No jack fishing is allowed from March 1 till the third Tuesd 
in August; nor for trout fromm September 1 till April 1. Witht 
exception of trout subscribers, who are allowed to fish for trc 
and eels, no fishing whatever is allowed between March 15 a 
June rs. 4 
Trout subscribers’ annual tickets are reckoned from April 
and all other annual tickets from July 1. 


(Lo be continued.) 





THE NEW THAMES BY-LAWS. 


Aa Act of Parliament without ambiguity, and which shot 

admit of plain definition and -explanation, is proverbia 
beyond the reach for forensic ingenuity ; therefore, to expect t 
rules, orders, and ordinances recently issued by the Thames Co 
servancy, which takes for its subject the protection, preservatio 
and regulation of the fisheries in the Thames from Cricklade, 
the county of Wilts, to Tantlet, in the county of Kent, to be pe 
fect and free from objection, would’ scarcely be consistent wi 
experience. 

As I have been much on the river lately, and received commu 
cations within these defined limits, I have gleaned much fre 
various fishermen, boat owners, hotel keepers, and others, w 
have more or less passed their opinion upon the by-laws, a 
here throw them into some shape, as it may be of interest to ma 
such comments known, as in many cases they may permit of e 
planation or, at all events, provoke wholesome discussion. 

My most important memo. is that which refers to Claus 
enacting— i 

“On and after the first day of January, 1883, every person ft 
lowing the business of a fisherman on the river Thames, or wl 
shall keep to be let for hire for fishing in the river Thames ai 
boat, punt, or vessel, shall cause his name and place of abode 
be duly registered in a book to be kept for that purpose by th 
secretary to the Conservators of the river Thames.” 

I have been repeatedly asked the question whether the abo 
applies only to. professional fishermen, or to all persons who m 
possess boats, punts, or vessels for hire? If the former, it 
urged that a very small proportion of the regular fisherme 
are. the owners of punts, &c., but almost always hire them fro 
boatbuilders as occasion may require—the large. proportion: 
boats, punts, &c.—letting them out indiscriminately to the publ 
who may or may not use them for angling purposes; and if : 
used, thereby subject the owners to penalties—as it is furth 
enacted “that it shall not be lawful for anyone to let for hire f 
fishing any boat, punt, or vessel without having the same regi: 
tered, and his name, place of abode, together with the registere 
number, legibly painted thereon.” Thus, all persons letting boa! 
for hire—as hotel keepers and others—must be included in th 
registration, “and thereon such person shall cause to be painte 
and kept in legible characters of not less than two inches lon 
and broad in proportion on the stern (my italics) and on each bow ¢ 
each boat, punt, or vessel, such number, together with his name and pla 
of abode, so as to be plainly seen in the daytime.” 

Here it must be obvious that the word “or,” misapplied els 
where and italicised by me, has been substituted for ‘‘and,” as a 
who know the shape ofa punt must be aware of the absurdity 
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painting a name on the shelving retiring stern, unless the name 
is to be read by the assistance of its inverted reflection on the 
surface of the water. 

Clause 12: ‘‘ No person shall put down in the river Thames, at 
the mouth of any creek, river, or backwater, &c., any engine, &c.” 
This leaves the clause of the former by-laws where it was, and its 
want of strict definition was more than once fatal to a conviction, 
as it does notrestrict anyone “putting down any net, device to 
stop, catch, or hinder the fish, or spawn, or fry of fish, from 
coming into the said river Thames.” Here is a loophole, if not 
for a carriage and four to drive through, certainly wide enough for 
all poaching purposes in flood time ; for, provided the net, engine, 
or other device is placed one single yard, or even a foot, beyond 
the marginal line of the river inland, the operator is out of the 
meshes of the law. Suppose, for instance, a man rents a half or 
a quarter of an acre of meadow with a ditch running in and out of 
it, what isthere inthis clause to prevent his putting down a net, 
engine, or device, so long as he keeps within his own boundary ? 

It has been remarked, in Clause 10 (section 2), that, as the use 
of double-walled nets or nets with false or double bottoms, with 
cod or pouse, are prohibited, a single-wall net is permissible. 
But this is not so, as its prohibition is provided for by Clause 6, 
wherein all nets or engines not specifically authorised shall Le 
deemed illegal. 

The following case will simplify how the new by-laws are inter- 
preted even by so intelligent a bench of magistrates as that of 

xford. The (4) section in Clause 10 was purposely framed to 
remove the errors which arose to the default of justice by the 
definition of the word ‘“‘shore”’ in the former by-laws :—‘‘ No 
one shall have upon, in his possession while on the river or on 
the shore thereof, 07 02 any lands adjoining or near to the river, 
a prohibited net or engine, unless he shows, to the satisfaction of 
the justices before whom he is charged, that he had not the same 
in his possession, with the intention at the time of such posses- 
sion, to fish with, use, trawl, lay, or set the same in the river.” 

When men are found in possession of housebreaking instru- 

ments, their irtentions are taken for granted; and in instances in 
which notorious poachers who had been repeatedly convicted are 
found with the implements of their illegal calling, the inference 
should be equally clear. 
The alteration of the increase of the size of the cast net from 
15 feet in circumference to that of not exceeding 30 feet, to be 
used only by assistant river-keepers or registered fishermen 
obtaining bait to be employed in angling, has given general satis- 
faction to those benefited, but it must be acknowledged that it falls 
generously on many districts in which no, or few, registered 
fishermen reside, and in which formerly gentlemen were permitted 
to throw the smaller cast to obtain bait for jack, trout, perch, and 
chub. 

It is noteworthy that this is the first time that bleak and 
minnows have had the egis of the law thrown around them. 

‘There does not appear to be any serious murmuring among the 
fishermen in the upper waters at the distinction made in favour of 
their brethren below, beyond a desire for an explanation why the 
use of gug wheels are conceded to the latter and still not per- 
mitted above the city stone. 

It is said that the difficulty here alluded to as to the name 
being placed at the head or stern of the punt may be got over by 
affixing a board thercon. This, however, it is urged, would spoil 
the wedge-shape of either end, get in the way of the punt-pole, 
and in other ways prove an incumbrance; and that, if it hung by 
‘ings or hinges, it would materially impede the action of the 
dunt by presenting its surface to the wind. CREEL. 








ANGLING RIGHTS IN HEIGHAM SOUNDS. 


‘ALL our readers who fish the Norfolk waters should read the 

letter which appears in our correspondence columns this 
veek from the President of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society. 
(he case came before the magistrates on Tuesday, and they 
imanimously decided that the water in question was not tidal, 
hat the public had no right to angle in it, and they fined the 
‘lefendants, members of the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, who 
‘tad fished in the water, on purpose to test the right. The 
tefendants appealed, and it now remains to be seen whether the 
lecision of the magistrates will be upheld bya superior Court or 
1ot. The first question to be settled is whether the sounds are 
jidal or not, and surely there can be little difficulty in ascertain- 
4g such a simple matter as this. 











Bournuam Brecuns,—Mr. F. G. Heath is issuing, through Messrs. Rider 
nd Son, at the office of Forestry, a shilling edition (illustrated), of his little 
york, Burnham Beeches. It will appear opportunely in connection with the 
iblic dedication of Burnham Beeches next week by the Corporation of London. 
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THE THAMES BAIT NET. 


‘PS order to remove the impression that the simple registration 


of a punt will give the privilege of using the bait or casting 
net in the Thames, the Conservators have passed a resolution to 
the effect that no one can use the 30 feet net unless they can 
prove to the satisfaction of the Board that they earn their living 
as fishermen, or, in the words of the by-law, ‘ follow the business 
as a fisherman.” There will be a separate registration for punts. 
This action on the part of the Conservators will remove a wide- 
spread dissatisfaction amongst the professional fishermen through- 
out the whole of the Thames, as it was proved that persons were 
purchasing a punt and applying for registration to give them the 
privilege of using the net. They will now find this is not the 
case. B. 








THE POOLE OYSTER FISHERY. 


Aw inquiry was held at Poole on Tuesday by Mr. E. Thurston Holland, an 
inspector appointed by the Board of Trade, into an application which had been 
made by the Poole Municipal Corporation for an order under the Poole 
Fisheries Act, 1868, for the regulation of an oyster and mussel fishery in part 
of the harbour of Poole. It appeared from the evidence which was given 
before the inspector that until comparatively recent years there was an excel- 
lent oyster fishery in Poole Harbour, which gave means of employment to a 
large number of fishermen. Some of the witnesses stated that they remembered 
the time when they could by dredging obtain boatloads of capital oysters, 
which were retailed at an average price of eightpence per dozen, although at 
times they were much cheaper, while at the present time it was impossible to 
obtain more than a few dozen at a time from the whole fishery. It was ex- 
plained that this fal:iing off had been caused by the over-dredging of the 
fishery, there having been no regulations under which it was carried on. The 
general opinion was expressed that if an order for regulating the fishery were 
granted, and the fishing is carried on under certain rules as to close time, &c., 
there would soon be a rapid growth of oysters. The fishermen expressed their 
willingness to pay a certain sum for licenses if the fishery was properly regu- 
lated, so that they might have a fair chance of getting a good number of 
oysters when they went out dredging. Scientific evidence was called to show 
that there were parts of the harbour which were particularly well adapted for an 
oyster fishery, and it was generally agreed that under certain regulations the 
fishery could not fail to be a successful one. The only opposition to the scheme 
was on the part of the adjacent borough of Wareham, which was interested in 
the matter through having a number of fishermen who principally earned their 
living by eel-spearing, which, it was feared would be interfered withif the oyster 
fishery was established on a firmer basis. It was, however, pointed out that 
there were other parts of the harbour where eel-spearing could still be carried 
on, as only the hard- bottomed portion would be used for the oysters, while the 
eels would remain in the muddy parts. It was agreed that a saving clause 
should be inserted in the order protecting the interests of the landowners 


‘jn the foreshore, &c., and one or two other amendments having been suggested. 


the inquiry terminated, the inspector expressing his intention of paying a per. 
sonal tour of inspection in the harbour. 





IMPORTANT FISHING CASE. 
THe Crown RIGHTS. 


Ar the Littledean Petty Sessions recently, before Sir Hyde Crawley Boevey, 
Bort., and a full Bench, George Cook, of West Dean, was summoned at the 
instance of Charles Knight, water bailiff, for unlawfully and wilfully attempting 
to take otherwise than by angling a salmon in the Severn, wherein Thomas 
Clarke had a private right of fishing, on the 1oth of August. 

Mr. Wintle, of Newnham, prosecuted, and Mr. Jackson defended. Mr. 
Wintle, in opening the case at some length, produced a number of deeds re- 
lating to the fishery, by which it was claimed that the Crown had a right to 
the fishery to mid-Channel. em: : 

Mr. Jackson addressed the Bench, and stated that his client was fishing 
there bona fide, and that the right had been exercised from time immemorial, 
there being an uninterrupted enjoyment of fishing in the Severn at the place in 
question by the public. He contended that the Bench had no jurisdiction to 
try the case. 

ie Carter, on behalf of the Bench, referred to the first deed put in by Mr. 
Wintle, and said he should advise the justices that the right of the public 
was put an end to by the grant of Philip and Mary, and no amount of user 
would give back’ that right. If, however, the defendant acted under a dona 


fide belief that he had a right to do what he did, the case as at present might 


be altered. A long argument ensued, in the course of which Mr. Carter re» 
peated that the deed of Philip and Mary put an end to the public right. Mr, 
Wintle put in a recent notice issued by the Crown and published, warning 
parties not to fish in the Crown waters of the Severn. <T 

Evidence was given of defendant fishing at Milcombhead, within the Crown 
fishery, with a lave net. Defendant had a licence. Several witnesses were 
examined. One, Mr. Biddington (a fisherman of fifty years’ standing), for the 
defence, deposed that he with others of the public claimed a right of fishing 
from. Gatcombe to the Aure fishery, never had been interrupted, or his father 
before him ; it was from Brim’s Pill to Parton. Other witnesses having given 
evidence, Sir Thomas Crawley Boevey said: Although we are of opinion that 
the title of the Crown to the fishery between the points mentioned in the 
public notice has been clearly and distinctly proved, and that the public have 
no real right of fishing in that fishery, yet we are bound to come to the con- 
clusion that ‘‘ our jurisdiction is ousted,’? because, upon the very strong evi- 
dence of long, constant, and uninterrupted user, called for the defendant, which 
has not been rebutted by the Crown, and upon that of Mr. Clarke, who is a 
tenant of the Crown, it would be impossible to say that the act complained of 
was not done by the defendant in the exercise of a bona fide claim or assertion 
of right. 

Mr. Wintle at once gave notice of appeal. 
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CLUB REPORTS: 


AMICABLE BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Harding, roach, dace and perch; Mr. Walker, jack; Mr. Dwelley, 
roach; Mr. Carrington, dace; Mr. Harding had a nice show of roach from the 
Lea, Wednesday, 26th.—J. WORLEDGE. 


ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A roving match will be fished by the members of the above club on October 7 


at Park.—D. DaVIs, sec. 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 Is. 
annual subscription from the Great Northern Brothers, and £2 12s. from the 
Cavendish Angling Society, the proceeds of their,smoking concert on Monday 
last, Sept. 24th.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


ANGLERS’ PRIDE. 

On the 23rd, Mr. J. Gafney exhibited some barbel and roach from the 
Thames; Mr. H. Scott also had some bream and roach; Mr. H. Mallett has 
resigned the office of secretary to this society. Mr. James Gafney, who is 
well-known on the South London United list, has beea elected to fulfil that 
office. —PIxIE. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club fished a match at Egham on the 23rd inst. The 
following gentlemen weighed in:—Messrs. H Payne, H{. Martin, and Stocknau. 
The members tcok their new poet out on that day, but ke seems rather shy at 
present, but we hope he will improve before long. Mr. J. Lant’s prizes will be 
fished for at Taplow on October 7th and 14th.—A. Sampson, jun., hon, sec. 





BOSTON ROYAL GEORGE SOCIETY. 

Eighteen members of this society went out on Saturday for their last match 
of the season. The Mount drain was the water selected, but it turned out a 
most unfortunate pitch, for the weeds had risen with the heat, and many could 
scarcely gain a foot of water in which to fish. Only three out of the entire 
party caught fish, and these individuals turned out to be Messrs, R. Tooms, W. 
Broughton, and H, Cooper.. The society has had a fairly successful season. 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few members only showed up on the 23rd. Mr. Hastings, jun., 
had a few roach from the Lea, Mr. Gibbons had a nice jack, 21b. 93 0z. from 
Pulborough. Mr. Syddell had a few nice chub from the Stort. On Tuesday, 
the 25th inst., Mr. T. Hammond, while fishing in Day's water, the Ferry-boat, 
Tottenham, hooked and brought safe to shore an excellent barbel, weight 
61b. 9} 0z. It is now in the hands of Mr. John Barrett, of Diss Street, Hackney 
Road, for preservation.—T. G. WALKER. 





CAXTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The annual competition of the members took place on Wednesday last for 
the silver cup value five guineas, presented by the society, for the heaviest roach 
caught on that day at Twickenham. Twelve competitors started from the steps 
at Twickenham in punts at ga m., and at 6 p.m. Janded with the result of their 
labours. At the meeting in the evening it was ascertained that something like 
a thousand sizeable fish had been captured. The heaviest fish were taken by 
Mr. Cate, 84 oz.; Mr. Alfred Brooks, 8} oz.; and Mr. Edwards, 8% oz. 
Consequently Mr. Cate, the worthy president, was declared the winner. 
Several members expressed astonishment that out of so great a number of fish 
the heaviest should scale only 84 oz., after so many years of Thames angling 
preservation, while in most other rivers roach of 1 1b. and 1} 1b. were common. 

[Received too late for last week.—ED. ] 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members were successful on the 16th inst. :—Messrs. Cham- 
bers and Castell, bream and roach from Dagenham; Mr, Plumstead, sen., 
5 1b. of roach and tench from a pond in Surrey; Messrs. Gentry and Robson 
visited Blunham on the 15th and 16th inst , and returned with a good show of 
roach and perch, Mr. Gentry having a pretty jack. On the 23rd inst. Messrs. 


Nitz and Castell had a decent show of roach, bream, and perch from Dagen- _ 


ham, and Mr. Chambers, dace and gudgeon from Windsor. On the 3oth inst. 
we fish a pegged down at Weybridge.—Cas. 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report the following members weighed in fish: Mr, R. Ban- 
field, on Sept. 2nd, 9 1b. 2 oz. of roach and dace; Sept. 4th, Mr. C. J. Speed, 
dace 2 1b. 90z.; Sept. oth the following prizes were taken—Mr. R. Ban- 
field, first, with 21b.5}1b. roach and-dace; Mr. L. Boisseau, second, with 
21b. 4}.0z. roach and gudgeon; Mr. EH. Wilson, third, with 1 1b. 7} 0z. roach 
and dace; Mr. R. Wellman, fourth, with 3} oz roach; Mr. A. Epps, fifth, 
with 21 0z.; on Sept. 14th, Mr. L. Boisseau weighed in some nice rudd from 
Seasalter, 441b.; On Sept, 17th Messrs. J. C. Speed and E. Wilson, chub and 
roach ; Mr, R. Wellman on the 18th weighed in a splendid take of bream, 
weighing 35 1b. 40z.; Mr. W. Maslin on Sept. 23rd, 4b. 12 oz. of dace and 
roach; and Mr. R, Banfield, 9 1b. §$0z. of roach and dace. Sunday will be 
the last day for weighing fish for the prizes from the 24th to the 30th of Sept. 
Hope to have some good bags of fish by then.—E. WILsoN, sec. 


CRESCENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members of the above society left the club-house, Giraffe Tavern, 
Newington, S.E., for Paddington, en route for Goring, Oxon, on the 18th inst., 
there to compete in a pegged down match next day. After being reinforced 
the following day, the special feature was who should become the proud 
possessor of a beautifully engraved silver cup, value £5 5s., presented to the 
society by Mr. James Collins,sen. After an exciting day’s fishing the cup was 
won by Mr. J. Nosworthy, with a show of splendid Thames roach, The 2nd 
prize, £1 _Is., was won by Mr. J. Collins, jun., our worthy host. The 3rd 
prize, by Mr. Vaughan. The 4th prize, smoking companion, by Mr. Shaw. 
Two most enjoyable days were spent, and the party returned to the metropolis 
on Wednesday evening, thoroughly satisfied with the arrangements carried cut 
by Messrs. Ross and La Feuillade.~ The presentation of the cup will not take 
place till the end of the season. The engraving of the various kinds of fresh- 
water fish is artistically and beautifully done, and well worthy the inspection of 
brother anglers and may be seen at the club-house. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 
On Sept. 23rd, Mr. F. Watling weighed in a nice sample of roach 
3, 


from Amberley, weighing 11 1b. 120z., one fish, 1 Ib. 70z. Mr. J. Dingle 
12 lb. 6 oz., viz., 9 lb. dace, and 3 1b. 60z. roach. Messrs, Young, J. 
Fitch, and Baker, also had roach, dace, and bream. Our J’astern district visit 
took place on Wedoesday and was well attended. Mr. J. Fitch, chairman; 
vice Mr. A. Hawksbee, Fitzroy Ang ing Society. The following gentlemen 
contributed to the harmony—J. Fitch, A. Hawssbee, C. Watling, G. Bentley, 
R. Clarke, Smith, Cluff, and Patman. Eleven clubs responded. ‘The 
visit will be paid to the Little Independent Angling Society.—J. Frrou, sec, 






GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. ee 
The weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday at the Masons’ H 
Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, Mr. Rippia in the chair, 
minutes having been read, Mr. Thomas Wm. White was unanimously elected 
a member of the society. Mr. J. Bleckly Smith was duly proposed and 
seconded for membership, and the ballot fixed for the 9th proximo, r. Field 
presented a very useful little book to the library, “ Taunt’s Map and Guide to 
the River Thames,” for which, on the motion of Mr. Bryant (honorary libra. 
rian), a vote of thanks was accorded to him. Mr. Crumplen read a telegram — 
sent to him by Mr. Lark, ofthe Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, giving the — 
result of the summonses with reference to the right of fishing in the Broads, — 
This, as may be expected, excited much interest. Mr. Crumplen also, at the — 
special request of the meeting, promised that on Tuesday next he would read 
his paper on ‘‘How to Restock our Rivers.” This paper, the excellence of 
which has been everywhere acknowledged, was read bef ‘re a recent meeting of | 
the Balloon Society, and those who were prevented from hearing iton that occa- — 
sion, have now an opportunity of doing so which they should not lose. Mr, 
Winkworth, who attended by invitation, explained the improvements which he, 
as a practical angler, had made in the winch ; there is a very great dealin these 
inventions, for they are both ingenious, simple, and by no means liable to get 
out of order. The evening being set down as a special musical one, and visitors — 
on these occasions being, if possible, more than ordinarily welcome, a very 
large array of friends were present, who, by their kind assistance, largely helped — 
in getting through a programme of some twenty seven items. Among the 
visitors who added to the success of the evening must be mentioned Mr. 
Romaine Walker for his most excellent recitations, and Messrs. Thorling, Joy, — 
White, Bignell, Page and Ghurney for their vocal contributions, the ‘‘ Gres~ - 
ham”? being represented in the musical portion by Dr. Brunton, Messrs, . 
Crumplen, Ad'ington, Cartwright, Winterbottom, Bentley, Callaghan, Parker, — 
Cole, and Hartley. Mr. Oscar Warren also recited with great effect one of 
G. R. Sims’ poems, entitled the ‘‘ Halfpenny Roll,’’ a most touching piece when 
rendered with the elocutionary ability which Mr. Warren possesses. Mr. 
Crumplen recited a very sweet little poem, written by one of the members of the 
Gresham Angling Society, entitled ‘‘ My Favourite Haunt.’’? During the latter © 
portion of the evening Mr. Crumplen relieved Mr. Rippin in the duties of the 
chair, and a vote of thanks having been passed to both those gentlemen, the 
«National Anthem’? brought to a close one of the most pleasant and enjoy= 
able evenings that any angling or other society could possibly have spent.—H, _ 













GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY, * 
Our distribution of prizes took place on the 18th inst,, and was a great sic- 
cess. Close on £100 worth was given up to the winners. As no cash is give! 
the winner must buy something to the amount of what he has won, so our cl: 
room looked like a general shop. I was very pleased to see the wives were no 
forgotten, for the display of ear-rings, brooches, necklaces, and rings looke 
like a small jeweller’s shop. After the distribution was over, £50 was given 
for this year’s prize list, with many more to follow. There was a good show 
fish on the 23rd inst , when the following weighed in:—Mr. Maybury, roach 
dace, and bream; Mr. Holmes, roach and dace; Mr. G. Bates, roach and 
dace; Mr. Gadbury, roach; Mr. H. Courcha, roach ; Mr. R. Murphy, dace 
Mr. Granger, jack, &c. On Tuesday last there was a good attendance 0 
members, and some important alterations were made with regard to prize fish- 
ing. There were three new members enrolled and four propositions tak se 
R. Murray. ae 
= a 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY., 
On the 2oth Mr. Walters had sixteen dace weighing 5 1b. 6 oz., and a few 
perch and roach from Uxbridge. On the 23rd, Mr. Lewis had roach and de 
from Kew, and Mr, Peachey roach from Twickenham.—ARcus. oad 





















ce 





- IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. = 

We have had some excellent shows of fish lately. On the 20th inst. Mr. J. 
W. Morgan had 9b. 8} oz, of fine dace, several of them scaling 12 02. each, 
He also had some beautiful roach, the heaviest one weighing 1 lb. To} 07. 
Mr. A. Bass had nearly 6 Ib. of roach on the 23rdinst. Mr. H, Butt also rE A 
some good roach on the same day, one scaling 1530z, Mr. G. Bliss ha 
tray of the most handsome roach that the members of the club had ever seen; 
they averaged a pound each, and were in beautiful condition, in fact, every fish 
was apicture. Mr. Snook, cf the Good Intent, paid us a visit on Wednesday 
evening, and at the same time displayed the result’ of his day's sport, vid. 
5 1b. 8 oz. of nice roach.—H. B. be 
Sept. 27. ——————eat q . iy 

LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 7 Ae 

We had our final excursion this season to the Vyrnwy, at Llanymynech, on 
the rgth inst. We found the water very low and bright, and against succe: 
angling; but by dint of hard labour and perseverance some fairish takes 
accomplished. The writer was fortunate enough to win, for the first time, | 
silver challenge cup, presented by Messrs. Ellinger and Boulding, for the be: 
three trout and grayling taken each season at the club: contests. The ot! 
winners on this occasion were Messrs. Chandler, Wilkinson (president), and i 
Wilson. A thoroughly enjoyed day was spent, and an appropriate finish to | 
it was the first-class dinner that Mr. Baugh (Cross Keys Hotel) set before us, 
and, in justice to Mr. B., full justice was done to the good things rovided. 3 
A pleasant variation was meeting with some of the members of the Severn — 
Angling Club, who happened to be there with the same object.as ourselves. 
Very nice and agreeable gentlemen they were, and of the right sort. We 
hope to meet them again next season, ond to become better acquainted, It 
seems Colonel Morsefield, of Ellerton Hall, Newport, Shropshire, has presented — 
them with a large number of trout fry. Strangely enough, this is the same 
gentleman from whom we bought some trout fry in the spring for our reservoir, 
and from whom we are haying 500 yearlings this back end,—R. WoorFALl, — 
hon. sec, oo 


’ another person did so, namely, a native. 


_two good fish, going 6 lb. 6 oz., and 3 1b. 9 
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: MARYLEBONE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Str,—Having read the few remarks concerning our club in your last week’s 
issue, I bee leave to say a few words also, Respecting the charge against W. 
Nye, I must say the whole affair was very unjust. Because, when the chief 
witness for the accusation was asked if he was certain or not that W. Nye baited 
his hook, he (the witness) said he thought he did not, and that he thinks 
Now TI should like to ask if it is 
considered honest and fair to expel a brother member on such evidence as this ? 


' The most that should have been done was to have barred the fish in dispute, 


especially as the fishing took place nearly three months ago. ~ We have hada 
club outing since, and the accused won the first prize, which was unanimously 
handed to him at our last club meeting. . 
To anglers generally this must seem very one-sided behaviour. W. Nye 
was expelled by ballot, ro against and 6 for him; one member did not vote, 
and the secretary, chairman, and vice-chairman had no vote, so it is almost 
uncertain which way it would have gone if all had voted. There seem to be 
many members in W. Nye’s favour, and think him harshly dealt with ; so much 
so that it has again been proposed and seconded that he be reinstated in the club, 
I may also mention that the principal witness for the accusation got it very 
warm during the cross examining, and threw up his privilege on to the club 
table, and said he would leave the club and join some other where he could get 
a little more comfort, and the very next Sunday (September 23rd) he brought 
some fish to the club room to be weighed in. “What would members of other 
clubs think of such curious behaviour towards their brother members? Weall 
know that there never was any club, society, association, or company established 
yet to suit the ideas of all their members, and members joining such societies 
and not finding them altogether of their way of thinking and their way of doing 
business, should leave or resign, and not cause such great dissension and dis- 
putes in the club—disputes which last week after week, and, I might say, 
almost months, until at last none of us know friend from foe. I wish the person 
signing himself ‘* Hotspur”? would be more firm, and not lend a too willing ear 
to the twaddle that takes place outside the club. Hotspur ”’ says, now this 
little trouble is over, he hopes to see some of the old boys bringing up their 
fish as of old. They would, if they were fortunate enough to get any, no doubt. 
I, myself, and many others of our club have been very long journeys to try, but 
have been unsuccessful at present. I took the first gross weight prize last 
season, but am, with others, unlucky this season. ‘Hotspur’? mentions our 
long list of prizes, amounting to nearly £50; but of what use is money and 
misery? We bad much better be poor and comfortable, than have all the 
unnecessary trouble we have had of late. There are many of us that would 
like to see the transactions of the club revert back again into the usual quiet 
and comfortable ways of old. Of late we seem to meet to quarrel and disagree, 
almost fighting; and, myself, I hope soon to seea better state of things, 
Pardon me for trespassing to such an extent, but I only wished to state a few 
straightforward facts; and. as I do not wish to invite any controversy, I shall 
not take any further notice of future correspondence.—JOHN KNIGHT, sec. 





NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had another fine show of fish on the 23rd inst., three trays being well 
filled by the following members:—Mr. H. Underwood, 24 lb. bream: Mr. 
W. Roxber, perch ; Mr. Stead, roach, perch, and chub ; Mr. Holmes, jack and 
perch; Mr. Aldis, jack and tench, one of the latter going 3lb.4o0z. F. 
Plumpton, quite a junior member, was successful amongst the jack, weighing in 


J .9 02. respectively. On Thursday 
evening, Messrs. Harris and Stead weighed in bream.—W. FIILiier, sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The next visit of the South London United Visiting List will go to the above 
clzb on Tuesday, October 2nd, when we shall be pleased to welcome as many 
brothers of the rod as can make it convenient to attend. The chair will be 
taken at 8.30 by W. R. Matthews, « Sloper,” and the ‘Duke’? in the vice. 
It has been whispered that Sailor will sing a new song on this Ocsasion, and 
will no doubt be well supported. A match fora matchless rod, given by our 
president, open only to those members who failed to wina prize last season, 
will be fished on October 7th at Staines. The half-yearly dinner will take place 
early in November.—W. H. Pacs, hon. sec. 








PHOENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members fished Boxmoor for two prizes on the 237d inst., Mr. Slater 
winning the club prize; Mr. Pritchard taking Mr. Price’s Tackle Book for 
second puiize; Messrs. Clark, Burnett, Baillie, Titmus, Ashley, and Bartrip 
being amongst the competitors. Mr. Reed then showed up with three jack, 
and Mr. Milton with a pretty show of tench, 11 1b. 50z., the largest scaling 
3 lb. 4302. Mr. Slater, one roach, 1lb. 50z. Next Tuesday being quarter 
night, all members are requested to attend:—W. ELBovan. 


QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members met with little sport the last week. Mr. Webb 
jack and one small tench; Mr. Pearce, 16 1b. 14} 0z. bream; Mr. Koopman, 
4 1b. 11 oz. bream ; Mr. Walford, 3 1b. 33 oz. bream; Mr. A. Chick. 3 Ib. 4h oz. 
bream; Mr. Pratton, 1 Ib. 8 0z. bream; Mr. Kensey, 2 lb. dace; Mr, Fayers, 
11b, 8 oz, roach; Mr. Corny, 1 1b. t oz. roach.—L, WALFORD. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 
Mr, Chantry has been having some sport among the barbel at Kingston. On 
the 15th he had three going over 7 1b., and on the 22nd, he killed one about 


had two fine 





$8 1b. Mr. Arnsby visited Broxbourne with big expectations on the 23rd, but 


they failed to be realised. Mr. G. Dodd has been elected a member of this 


- society. Members who intend to compete in the St. Margaret’s Competition 


~ Saturday, Sept. 15th, in the Bridgewater Canal, at Barton, 


reel, Mr. Chas. Whitehead ; 
Mr. Jos. Wainwright, jun.; 14th, bait can, Mr. 


on the 3oth, are requested to catch the 8 o’clock train from Liverpool Street. 

Prizes for this affair are:—First, £1; second, 12s,; third, 8s ; fourth, 4s. 

Mr, Allen and Mr. .Gafney will peg swims.—Prxir, P 
» . SALFORD FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members and friends of the above society held their annual contest on 
when 27 prizes 
were fished for with the following result: rst prize, a valuable timepiece, Mr. 
“sie Senior; 2nd, china tea service, Mr. Robt. Bates ; 3rd, large sized copper 

ettle, W. R. Driver; 4th, timepiece, Mr. Walter Ashworth ; 5th, cruetstand, 
Mr. Ahearne ; 6th, copper kettle, Mr. Jas. Overton; 7th, set of knives and 
forks, Mr. J. Viponds; 8th, chamber service, Mr. Jos. Jeffs; 9th, a Lucas 
Toth, copper kettle, Mr. W. Jones ; 11th, copper 

kettle, Mr. Wm. Court; rath, fishing rod, Mr. Wm. Kellsall; 13th, clock, 
Jos. Burgoyne; 1 5th, metal 


teapot, Mr. David Lawton; 16th, knives and forks, Mr. T, Thornton; 17th, 
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painted cup and saucer, Mr. Wm. Taylor; 18th, handsome set of jugs, Mr. 
Jos. Lamb; 19th, ditto, Mr. R. Abrahams ; 20th, pair of clogs, Mr. Wm. 
Thetford; 21st, carving knife and fork, Mr. J. Bates; 22nd, parcel of groceries, 
Mr. John Walker ; 23rd, painted cup and saucer, Mr. R. Driver; 24th, ditto, 
Mr. R. Neild; 25th, pair of clogs, Mr. J. Hare; 26th, pair of pictures, Mr. S. 
Forester; 27th, walking stick, Mr. Adam Bates. A special prize for the 
greatest catch was taken by Mr. Jeffs, and one for the longest fish was taken 
by Mr. R. Bates. The prizes were distributed on Monday, the 24th inst., at 
the club-house, the Globe Inn, Bury Street, Salford, the proceedings being 
commenced with a substantial supper, provided by the hostess, Mrs. Cromble. 
holme. After supper, the President, Mr, Platford, in a few well-chosen and 
appropriate remarks, handed the prizes to the winners, and the remainder of 
the evening was spent in a convivial manner, concluding with hearty votes of 
thanks to the hostess and to the President, 





SAVOY BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Members of the above club fish a match for prizes on the 3oth inst. at Wey- 
bridge.—G. T. CLARKE, see. 
SHEFFIELD ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The Sheffield Angling Association, having its headquarters at the Crown, 
Scotland Street, Sheffield, held what is called its fifth annual angling gala, on 
Monday last. Upwards of four hundred. members of the various clubs had 
previously sent in their names for entry, and the prizes, which were correspond- 
ingly numerous, consisted of twenty guineas divided into fourteen money prizes 
and purchased prizes (numerous) from £5, all contributed by the association, 
and many others given by friends. A speciai train conveyed the whole party— 
which included many friends—among whom the lady element was conspicuous— 
to Saxilby, a small station between Retford and Lincoln, in Lincolnshire, and 
the competitors having been duly drawn and staked down, three anda half hours’ 
fair angling was allowed. The weather was wietched to be in with ; but, like true 
anglers, they stuck to it through the rain until towards two o’clock, when the 
sua broke out and it became fine. At the call of time it was found that some 
good takes had been made, chiefly among roach; but perch and eels were to be 
found. The winner of the first prize turned up in W. Darwin, a noted angler, 
who had secured fourteen roach, scaling 5 lb. 30z. The prizes were distributed 
on Wednesday evening. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A fair show of fish on the 23rd inst. Mr. W. Hart, five very fine bream; 
Mr. Manning, bream and roach; Mr. H. Smith, roach; Mr, H. Mills, bream ; 
and Mr, O. Lloyd, bream.—W. S. Woopurab. 

SOUTH LONDON. 

The final arrangements for the pegged-down match at St. Margaret’s on the 
30th have been made; fifty four competitors have entered —members of the 
South London United visiing list. Four money prizes will be fished for. 
Tickets will be taken at first gate from St. Margaret’s towards Rye House.— 
WM. ALLEN. 

STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 23rd inst., the following members weighed in:—Messrs. C. F. Robin- 
son, roach and perch; Mr. W. Robinson, bream and roach; Mr. W. Whitmore, 
bream; Mr. T. Gretton, bream and roach; Mr. C. Martin, roach; and Mr. T. 
Millington, roach. Some nice fish, but the takes were not large. Members 
are requested to attend next mecting night, October 3rd, to reconsider time and 
place of competition for the next series of special prizes —T. Grerron, 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

At a meeting held at the headquarters of the above society, is was decided 
that the October competition be an open one. Members to be allowed to go 
where and fish how they like. Eight gentlemen have aec ded to visit Rich- 
mond on that cccasion.—Pixtn. 

THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Monday evening Mr. Sachs showed a fine bream from 
KXings‘on, which scaled 5 lb. 4 oz., and four dace 1 1b. ; Mr. Blamey weighed in 
86 lb. 9 oz. of barbel, largest 6 Ib. 2 0z., two bream 4 lb. 6 oz. and 4 lb. 5 oz., 
and one dace of 8 oz., from Shepperton; Mr. Adlington, one grayling 1 lb. In 
last week’s report, for Mr. Jennings, who weighed 400 1b of roach and dace, 
read Fennings. Several members have annouuced their intention of competing 
for the roach prizes on Monday next, and if the Taames be in condition good 
shows of fish may be anticipated.—J. L. 





UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
The monthly meeting will take place on Monday evening next, October Ist. 
Chair taken at nine o’clock.—R. GHURNEY. 
WALTONIANS. 
A lady's silver watch was fished for on the 23rd, n nec ympetitors started, but 
only three had the courage to show up to weigh in. Mr. Burton took the 
prize with 21bs. 30z, the other two were Mr. Giles and myself.—A, J. 


MArRI0r?r. 
WALWORTH WALTONIANS. : ; 
The next competition will take place on October 7th, for two prizes given 
by Mr. Evans and Cain: twelve cabinet portraits and ros. 6d., the where 
and how to be decided at the next meeting.—Prxtr, 











WESTBOURNE FARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. r. 

The menibers of this society fished their annual week-day competition on 
Monday last, the 24th inst., in the Thames, with very fair results, Mr. Lines 
securing the first prize of £4 tos. with 71b.5}0z. barbel, Mr. Reid Tunning 
very close for the second prize with 7 1b. 4} 0z., value £2 10s. ; the third prize 
of £1 Is. fell to Mr. Bowen with 4 1b. 13 0z.; and the fourth prize of 15s. to 
Mr. G. Hulbert with 21b. 5 0z: Several other members had fish, and Mr. G, 
Evans als» managed to get two fine eels from the Thames, weighing very nearly 
41b. The next competition of this society will be held on the 28th October, 
open to any water. Members wishing to enter for same should give in their 
names without delay.—H. 1. 





WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 
The half-yearly meeting of the above society was held on the 26th inst., when 
the following officers. were appointed :—Messrs. J. Goulding and T. Dudley as 


.auditors ; the same two gentlemen as committeemen; and Mr. John Guyver as 


secretary, in the room of Mr. J. Maxwell, resigaed,—A, C. 
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SALMON & TROUT FISHING 


Chas. Farlow & Co., 
191, BTRAND. LONDON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
IMPORTERS OF SILK-WORM GUT. 
Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29. 





TIME .OF 


Morning. Afternoon, 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Angling in the tidal waters continues very satisfactory, and it is a matter of 
wonder to some people where all the fish come from to supply such continuous 
results. The news of Mr, Blamey’s capture last week of 95 lb. weight of 
barbel was only another of his piscatorial achievements, but in this week’s 
return from Sunbury that weight has been very much exceeded. ‘There is every 
reason to believe the uneasiness which has been created amongst the old pro- 
fessional fishermen in reference to the use of the bait net will be satisfactonly 
adjusted. The mere fact of registration for a single punt will not give the 
qualification to use the net. 

Richmond. 


Henry Mansell, in three days, thirty-four dozen of roachand dace. Henry 
Howard has been out three days, one day with Mr. Jacobs, 16 lb. of roach 
and dace and a couple of barbel; another day, 18 ]b. ; and another day, four 
dozen. Kit Brown, in six days, 71 ]b. of roach and dace and ten barbel. 
Edward Brown, in the same time, 70 lb. and twelve barbel. Job Brain, in 
seven days, 130 ]b. and nine barbel. H. Wheeler, in five days, 76 lb. and one 
chub, Amongst the bank anglers, Mr. Gray has a take of 53 Ib. of roach and 
dace, one of the latter measuring 9g inches. Mr. Webber, ten dozen, Mr. 
Wesson, 6]b. Mr. Walden, to lb. and a barbel of 31b. Mr. Lewis, a chub 
of 4 lb. and three dozen other fish. 


Twickenham. 


Arthur Fanning, in one day, 1541b. of roach and dace; Richard Moffatt, in 
five days, forty-five dezen of roach and dace; J. Debbin, in six days, sixty- 
seven anda-half dozen; John Spong, one day with Mr. Wombell, five and 
a-half dozen of dace; another day with Mr. Curtis, seventeen and a-half 
dozen of roach and dace; another day with Mr. Farmer, ten dozen; another 
day with Col. Adcock, eight dozen ; another day with Mr. Rogers, five and 
a-half dozen; another day with Mr. Winkle and Mr, C. King, twenty-one 
dozen; George Coxen, one day, 181b.; and in three other days, twenty-four 
dozen of dace and one barbel; Charles Hennessey, in five days, thirty dozen 
of roach and dace; and George Wright and C. Miles, in one day, five chub, 
weighing 9lb. 1002. 





Teddington. 


Joseph Baldwin during the week has taken twenty=four dozen of roach and 
dace, and Charles Baldwin forty-two dozen of roach and daee, a brace of 
perch weighing 3 1b., and a couple of barbel. 

Kingston. 

John Johnson, sen., in four days, twelve dozen of roach and dace, four 
barbel, and six perch. John Johnson, jun., in six days, sixty-four barbel, the 
largest 41b., and twelve dozen of roach and dace. J. Wilks, in six days, 
twenty-three dozen of roach and dace, six barbel, and one brace of perch. The 
Bank angling results are as follows :—Kingston, six dozen of roach and dace 
in the day, and some good barbel, bream, perch, and chub. Surbiton: The 
takes have been eight dozen of roach and dace each day, with other good fish 
in addition. Thames Ditton: The takes have been eight chub and four dozen 
of roach and dace. 

East Moulsey. 

_Thomas Davis, in three days, with Mr. Taylor and Mr. Joy, from London 
nine barbel, twenty-three dozen of roach and dace, one carp, and one bream, 
Charles Davis, in two days, nine barbel, four dozen of roach, and eight dozen 
of gudgeon. Thomas Milbourne, in the same time, eight dozen of roach and 
dace, six dozen of gudgeon, and a brace of jack weighing 51b. John Smith 
in four days, four barbel, a jack of 2 lb., four dozen of roach and dace, five 


\ 
dozen of gudgeon, one bream, and some fine eels ; Charles Stone, intwo days, 
fifteen dozen of roach and dace. ; 

Hampton. | 
The bank anglers have been getting some good sport, one of them intheday — 
got four dozen of roach and one eel. J : 

o4 


Sunbury. 


Mr. E. V. Gardiner, in one day, in six hours, sixty-three barbel weighing — 
134 lb., three of the largest weighing together over 17 1b.; and another day — 
seventeen barbel, all good fish; Alfred and Thomas Stroud, in the week, 
twelve barbel, the largest 4 lb., fifeen dozen of roach and dace, four chub, 
twenty dozen of gudgeon, and afew perch; E. Clark and sons, in four days, ; 
twelve dozen ofroach and dace, six chub, ten dozen of gudgeon, twenty-one 1 
barbel, and some good perch. The bank fishers have been getting some 
capital sport amongst the barbel, roach, dace, bream, and gudgeon, andall — 
good fish. ‘ A 


Walton. 

George Hone, one day, with Mr. Mackrill, seven bream, four barbel (the — 
largest 4 1b.), two chub of 1} 1b. each, and a trout of 14 Ib., the latter being 
returned to the river; and another day, with Mr. Alexander, who hoo%ed 4 — 
fine pike estimated at 30 lb. which afterwards broke away ; George Hone, 
one day, six dozen of roach and dace and one bream, and another day three’ 
dozen of roach and dace, four dozen of gudgeon, and three bream ; D. Wat- 
ford, in three days, three dozen of roach and dace, five dozen of gudgeon, a 


chub of 2} 1b., and a bream of 2 Ib. The fishing has not. been — 
much this last week, on account of the water being still so 
bright. September 21, J. Hone, three dozen of roach and dace and 


four bream ; Watford, two bream and a chub of 21b. September 22, three — 
dozen of gudgeon. September 13, J. Hone, one jack and two bream, and two © 
dozen of roach and dace ; Watford, three dozen roach and dace. September 24, — 
G. Hone, jun., four dozen gudgeon, one perch, three dozen roach and dace, — 
and three bream; a gentleman, fishing from the bank, took a jack of 5 lb. 7 
September 25, J. Hone, one jack and one barbel.—s. ROsEWLLL. 


Shepperton. s ¥ 

David Hackett, during the week, fifteen dozen of gudgeon, ten dozen of 
roach and dace, five barbel, four perch, and one brace of jack; W. Rogerson, — 
in two days, fifteen dozen of gudgeon, and eight dozen of roach and dace. ? 
Two, days’ fishing last week with Mr. Legarde, nine barbel, three bream, two | 
chub, nine dace ledgering. On September 23, Mr. Palmer, thirteen bream, — 
one chub, one barbel, best nearly 5 lb. Fishing with Mr. A. Jacobs, fourteen 
bream, six barbel, one chub, a few fine roach up to I lb., and a_ few dace, — 
ledgering. The river is getting more quiet, and now is the time for barbel and — 
bream.—JAMES HASLETT. ~- E Bj 
Weybridge. ; 

Herbert Curr, in one day, three barbel and three dozen of roach. The 
angler carefully put back at the end of the day all the fish he had ta‘en—an — 
example quite worthy of imitation. § 


te 

Chertsey- 

. Poulter, in three days, 30 lb. weight of bream and twenty dozen of 

J. Poulter, y dozen of 
gudgeon. 


Staines. 

Mr. Currie Banfield, ten dozen of dace and a couple of barbel ; John Keene, 
jun., a jack of ro lb., and John Keene, sen., four dozen of reach and dace and 
a barbel of 13 1b. ‘_ 






UPPER THAMES. Bd 


The river is in prime trim now fur all kinds of autumnal angling. My reports — 
from every station are full of good roach, gudgeon, perch, and chub work. 
Jack are evidently moving out of the wash, so now with the present tint in the | 
water from the recent rains is the time for piscatorials to enjoy sport all round. — 
A carp of 20 lb. was captured by a Mr. Davidson at Benson last week, and mr ae 
turned to the river ; but was eventually again in durance vile by the same captor 
three days after ; its ultimate destination I have not gleaned. Thirty dozen of 
gudgeon, fifteen dozen of roach, one eel of 3 1b., and chub galore, by Mr. 
Gerkie, fishing from that excellent fishing retreat, the Bell, Hurley, are among” 
the many returns of the past week.—MaArtow Buzz. é 

Goring. £ 

The water is now in good order for all sorts of fishing, the late rains having 
improved the water very much. Perch and jack coming on better, Prospecty, 
at present, looks good forthe next fewdays. My bestday, one dozen of good 
perch and two jack, largest jack 3 lb. a 


Datchet. 


To-day there is more water in the river than there has been sometime. The 
dace bit at greaves this evening quite fast. The takes of fish this week has 
been very small. I did not send any report last week as [had not been out, 
but from one or two experimental trials the barbel were well on, and they 
might think themselves very fortunate I had turned fisherman. James Gray, 
fishing in Windsor Weir on Tuesday, caught a very fine trout going 10} lb. 
He was returned to his native element. Prospects of more water and better 
fishing.—G. L. say 

Oxford. ; 


A great diversity of opinion prevails amongst our local anglers as to the 

roper definition of the word bait in sub-section 12 of section 6 in the new — 
bye-laws of the Thames Conservancy ; many to whom I have spoken holding 
the idea that a man has only to take out a shilling register and he is at once 
enabled to catch any quantity of undersized fish, i.e., roach and dace, although 
it is explicitly laid down in section 7, that no fish under the sizes mentioned 
therein shall be had in possession or exposed for sale on the river Thames, OF 
on the shore, or on any lands adjoining, under a penalty of £5. If such is the 
proper rendering, it is manifestly unfair to the legitimate angler, who is tied 
down more strictly than ever, whilst a system of legalised poaching is permitted 
to men who are thereby enabled to take everything which comes to net without 
fear of legal consequences. But if an exception is made in the case of one oF 
more species of fish, in strict point nothing can prevent any one from taking 

undersized jack, trout, perch, eel, and when detected using the same plea, au 

thereby undoing all the good sought to be effected by the Conservancy. The 
river is rather thick from the heavy rain which fell-on Tuesday, but during the 
' week the fish have bitten fairly well, amongst the best catches being a bag of 
chub, one of which went 3} 1b., taken on Saturday, at Culham, by Mr. Prior, 


_ of one ‘‘ stocking.’’ 
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and a fine sample of roach, comprising 49 fish, weighing 29} 1b., several of the 
best going over 11b. in weight, by Mr. Day, at Iffley Pool, on the following 
day.—Mzxpiry Trovr. 

Cherwell. 


Since I last wrote, a fortnight ago, 
in my district. All species of fish have bitten well, but since Tuesday very 
little has been done, the heavy rain which fell on that day having thrown a 
considerable amount of colour into the water. The otters have again been 
busy along the banks, the partial-y-eaten remains of several jack and roach 
having lately been picked up between Marston and Islip. On Wednesday Mr. 
Webb, at the latter place, bagged four jack, going respectively 8lb. 9 oz, 
43 1b. 2} 1b., and 2$1b., together with a fine chub of 331b, the whole turning 
the scale at 211b.90z. On Thursday Mr. Butler, fishing from Garness 
Meadow, had a roach going 11b., and a chub of the same weight. Mr. S. 
Kelson, in some private water near Wheatley, caught between 60 lb. and 7olb. 
cf mixed fish, inciuding a fine show of roach, many of which were over a 
pound. I only had the pleasure of seeing about 30 lb., which Mr. Kelson 
brought in merely as 1 sample, but they were certainly one of the finest lot of 
fish I have inspected for some time. Mr. Elox had six perch from the tail 
of Enslow’s Mill at Gibraltar—CHERWELL OTTER. 


Ancholme District. 


Being from home on my annual holiday, I had not time to send my usual 
notes last week. Some very fair pika have recently been taken in the main 
river, the water of which remains in a very good condition. The few remain- 
ing weeds are beginning to rot, and pike-fishing should improve speedily. I 
have spent most of the last fortnight on the Great Ouse, and have had some 
very good sport, catching large numbers of roach, dace, chub, &c., with the 
fly, and in addition, a fair number of medium-sized pike. ‘Iwo or three 
letters in last week’s issue extol the stream, and I can only say the remarks are 
not at all overdrawn. I have been within a few miles of Blunham, but have 
not been able to go there this season, Another year, if spared, I will see what 
Tcandothere. Friends of mine fish there occasionally, and all speak highly 


of Elliot’s water.—THomas Forp, Caistor. 


Chichester. 


Sport during the past week, at Chighester, has been meagre. The nocturnal 
anglers have taken severe colds in place of fish, the weather having been co ld 
and cheerless alter sundown. A favourable report reaches me from the Kother- 
Selham, some good roach and dace coming to hand. That genial brother 
Mr. Bubb, at the Mill, Selham, has had good sport—or luck, may I term it ?—in 
his eel traps, taking over four hundred during the recent floods—several over 
2 Ib. The water is now in excellent condition, good sport being anticipated. At 
Chichester—with the weeds a trifle clear—pike and perch will repay a visit to 
thecanal side.—GrEoRGE. F. SALTER. 


Coquet (Weldon-bridge). 

On the 21st the river was flooded, and a good run of salmon came up. On 
the 22nd, Mr. Finlay killed a salmon, 4 1b. On the 24th, Mr. Wherrier killed 
a salmon, 9} lb.; Mr. Morelli killed a salmon, 1131b. On the 25th, Mr. 
Barker c eeled six anda half brace of trout, Mr. R. Barker six brace, Mr. H. 
Barker two and a half brace; the largest trout was killed by Mr. Ridley 
Barker, 1 lb. On the 27th, Mr. Wherrier killed nine brace of trout.— 
A. GLASs: 

Dove. 


At the moment of writing the river is flooded, and anything short of the 
worm is to be considered out of the question for a day ortwo ensuing. A 
great deal of rain has fallen in the midlands at intervals during the past week, 
but there have been intervening days upon which first-rate sport has been had 
with both fly, mirnow, and worm. Thirteen-and-a-half brace was the yield of 
one rod on the Okeover water, the fly being the mulberry bumble. Other and 
smaller takes have been fairly general. The gold bodied whistler fly has been 
largely instrumental in taking fish, whether on Dove, Wye or Derwent. Trout 
go out on the 1st of the ensuing month. This is pretty generally pronounced a 
month too early in this district, and the fish are still in most excellent condi- 


tion.—-THE SPLODGER. 
Eden (Carlisle), 


The rain I prophesied in my last report came the same even'ng, and raised 
the river enough to let p'enty of salmon up into the higher waters. You cannot 
‘sit half-an- hour beside a good pool now without seeing several fish thrown 
out, The river is again in high flood, and the storm of wind from the s uth- 
west yesterday will, no doubt, have driven hundreds of salmon off the Solway, 
so that there ought to be some good sport for the rods soon if the weather 
settles. The only fish I have heard of being killed was one by John Little, 
the Rickerby keeper, one day this week. I have not seen in the GAZETTE any 


answer to my inquiry about ‘‘The Irishman’s Stocking.” But one of my 


friends, who hails from a northern river, had noticed it, and the other day 
wrote’to me saying he had just had ‘‘a pair’’ made, and begged my acceptance 
On Tuesday afternoon last it wasa fine black water, and I 
tried to fit him on to a salmon, but could not manage it. I rose a fish, but he 


came short. Better-luck next time.—SILVER GREY. 


Exe and Barle. 


Owing to the late rains, these rivers have risen considerably, and after long 
delay, which has been very disappointing to us all, the salmon have made their 
sppearance in these waters in large numbers, and we shall no doubt have some 
very good sport during the next month. Of course, the fish cannot at this 
time of year be in as good condition as they would be if they had come earlier, 
for they have a long distance! to come, and some of them have been lying in 
the lower water some ume; still, a good many fresh ones have come up, and the 
sport they gave when hooked with the fly is something wonderful. I caught a 
fine fish yesterday; abvut 8b. ; tor the space of ten minutes the game between 
us was very exciting. I dcn’t think I have seen any fish fight better. The 
fishing in these upper waters of Exe and Barle will be, lam sure, much more 
valuable next year. The fish passes already made, and others that will be 
added by the Conservators, will give great facilities for the salmon to come up, 
and the acquisition by the Board of the water belonging to the Earl of Devon, 
near Salmon Pool, at Exeter, is a most excellent step in the right direction 
toward the preservation of the fishery. For the information of anglers, and to 
correct an unintentional misrepresentation in your last week’s report, let me 
say, that in the preserved waters above Dulverton, on the Loche and Anstey 
estates, there are some twenty good ‘‘ catches,”’ in each of which half-a-dozen 
salmon are always to be found. Tickets at 3s, 6d. a day or tos. 6d. a week for 
four days (the other two days being reserved) or £1 a month may be obtained 
at the Post Officehere. This charge includes trout fishing in its season, On 


there has been a great increase of sport.. 





account of the woods on the banks, it is difficult except insome places which 
are properly cleared, to fish with the fly, so I have allowed the use of the min- 
now also, but next year I hope to make the water more open. I should -have 
made the announcement of salmon fishing to be obtained sooner, but it was use- 
less to hold out delusive hopes to anglers, who would only come to be disap- 
pointed until the salmon came up properly. Last autumn, as many as three 
and four a-day were taken by one rod in the water. The water below Dulverton 
is, as your correspondent observes, reserved by the owne’s for themselves and 
other friends, and leave is very difficult to obtain. I will be pleased to give 
any information or afford every facility to gentlemen who care to come. I am 
confident that the fishing both of trout and salmon will be, in a few years’ 
time, very much improved. The season lasts till end of October.—G. S. 
JELLICOE, Conservator and secretary of Dulverton Association. 


Exe (Exeter), 


Some nice perch have been taken in the canal and in the river at Cuwley 
Bridge, also some fairly-sized dace. We have had some heavy rains, and ina 
few days the river will be in fair fishing order.—J. A. KeLLny. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 


The best things done on the Drains this week come from the South Forty- 
foot, which, it may be stated, is likely to be the water for sport for the 
ren.ainder of the season. At all events, the water has been lowered, and be- 
tween tides is now kept running fast, which, besides clearing off the debris, 
keeps the fish well at work. Some good roach have been secured at the Boston 
end, and a short distance up two Boston anglers, besides making up a capital 
bag of roach, secured three decent pike, and lost another very good one through 
a breakage. At Swineshead Bridge, a few miles fur her up, an angler reports 
roach . vigorously feeding, and though bringing home only a stone and a half, 
believes he could have made in a day at least four stone, so numerous and so 
good were the fish. Good perch were also secured at this point by Mr. Day 
and a couple of friends at the same point made capture of five pike, the best 
being a six pounder. Still further away I hear of good pike captures, particu- 
larly at Heckington, where Mr. Flint reports a case of cannibalism on the part 
of a seven pounder, who attacked a smeller one whilst he was landing it ‘and 
completely tore away its under part. On the Hobhole, a good many anglers 
again congregated, many of them visitors from Yorkshire and other drstant parts, 
At Sibsey, some of the anglers had capital sport among roach and rudd, and the 
same may be reported from Freiston. Occasional pike have been taken on this 
water, and also at Cherry Corner, where the best fish was one of 54]b. On the 
Bargate, also, some capital roach takes have been made, but only since Monday 
and this remark will apply to the Mount Drain. _ The dry weather, as well as the 
heat of last week, caused the weeds and rotting vegetation to rise, and it became 
a great nuisance, besides throwing off the fish. The wet has disposed of this 
difficulty. —Y. B. 


Lark and Linnet. 


Roach feeding, well-boiled wheat being the bait. Mr, Diummond Coates 
(R.A.M.), Haydon Villa, Hornsey, took on Saturday last 30 1b. fine roach 
several weighing 2 lb., none under 3 1b. Mr. Howlett, of Newmarket has 
also been taking some very good fish, also Mr. H, Randall, &c. Several of 
the largest ones are being preserved, and will form a splendid collection to the 
club room in anticipation.—Howterr, Newmarket. 


Leicester. 


A great quantity of rain has fallen since my last communication, and several 
of the low-lying meadows have been flooded, so that angling for the last two 
or three days has been very much retarded. A few good fish were canght at 
the latter part of last week, Mr. T. Smith having a nice pike on Thursday 
weighing 9 lb., from some waters near to Leicester. Very little has been done 
in the local societies’ preserves, with the exception of a few good-sized chub 
Mr. Barrows taking one weighing about 21b, and several other sizeable fish 
were caught ; doubtless, as the season advances, we shall hear of some large 
ones being taken. On Thursday the weather was fine, and a cold wind pre- 
vailed. Waters are going dewn fast, and there is every appearance of them 
being fishable again on Friday, Sept 28th. At the first angling competition 
held by the Nuneaton Angling Society in their waters at that place on Friday 
last, the first prize of a handsome fishing rod and 12s. in money was taken by 
Mr. T. Hardy, of Leicester.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Though very early, we have been informed (by a gentleman upon whose 
authority we can rely), that salmon have already been seen coming uo the rivers 
to spawn in this district. The waters of these rivers are both of them out 
of condition, and are higher than they have been for some months past. The 
waters are very muddy, and the grayling shy ; it is only in clear water that much 
good can be done with this fish, whose appetite seems to increase as the cold 
strengthens. The water may be expected to clear in a few days, if we do not 
have more rain, when the fly can again be used; _ the best fly will be found to 
be the green and copper insect and the whirling blue. On Friday some fine 
fish were caught in the Lugg with the fly, by Mr Wilson. The eel traos have 
been doing well this week, being well filled with eels. Cleaching nets have 
been used up the small streams this week with some success. Some few 
fish have been caught in the Pinsley, which stream has risen con- 
siderably in the early part _of the week. At Ivington, a gentleman landed 
some nice grayling on Wednesday evening with the maggot and worm, 
averaging 4 |b. each. Up the river in the Shobden district we have not heard 
of anything been done. Neither have we received any information of Aymestry 
Pools being fished oflate. The rivers here are all well stocked with fine gray- 
ling, to which fishermen will turn their attention, now that the trout season is 
closing. Weather very changeable.—GWYNNg. 


Ouse (Littleport). 


As I expected, the heavy rain we had here on Monday brought the roach 
well on the feed on Tuesday, when Dr. Cooper, president of the Cambridge 
and Ely Angling Society, got 15 1b. in five hours, by far the best take of roach 
since 16th June forthe time. Ourannual angling match was held on Monday, 
but was not a success, owing to the heavy rain. However, the competitors 
stuck te their work like bricks. Everyone got something, but I am sorry to say 
twenty-one small fish took first prize. Another angler came within one ounce 
with seven roach. The prizes were taken in the following order: Mr. W, 
Webb, kly, first; Mr. J. Miller, Cambridge, second; Mr. Marsh, Royston, 
3rd, for largest fish. Since Tuesday it has been blowing a gale. No chance 
to wet aline. Wind has just gone down a bit, so am off for an hour to try 
my luck,—CHARLIE SOUTH, 
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Severn (Shrewsbury). 


Sport in this district has been very poor during the week, although a few fish 
have been taken the cause is that rain has fallen more or less every day since 
my last report. An angler whom I met, and who had been fishing at Uffing- 
ton on Thursday last, had taken a nice dish of percn, numbering eleven, and 
also a small pike. A friend of mine has had some fair sport among the sewin 
and bass during a short stay at Towyn, having taken some very nice fish. The 
river at present is in bad order for angling, being on Tuesday § ft. higher than 
on Monday. Rain also fell last night. Wind rather high from the west.— 
SEVERN SALMON. 

Taw (Barustap'e)- 


The water has risen the past few days, but is now fining down and just get- 
ting ready for fishing ; about 20 peel and salmon have been taken in the Taw 
and Moll the past week. The nets are off the water, and the men are grumb- 
ling that the rod fishermen have six weeks longer, little thinking one net has 
taken three times as many as all the rod men together. The fishing at Lyn- 
mouth has been good, and many salmon taken with the minnows. How do 
you like the feathers p—Rusry Gamr. 


Teme (Ludlow) 


The Teme and its tributaries rose several inches on Monday after the heavy 
rains, and the water became highly coloured, dooming to disappointment those 
who had set their minds on a few days’ fly-fishing. The trout season, which 
ends with the present month, has proved one of the best we have had for some 
years. All fishermen agree that the Teme, especially the upper portion of it, 
is well stocked with trout. The Leintwardine waters have not had so man 
visitors as on previous years. From Leintwardine down below Ludlow all 
fishermen declare the grayling to be very plentiful. A similar account comes 
from the Clun, the Oney, Corve, and Letwyche; all these tributaries in a few 
days, should the weather take up, will be in capital condition for fishing. On 
Wednesday almost a gale was blowing from the south-west all day, notwith- 
standing a gentleman at Ashford caught about a dozen perch in the Teme 
with the maggot. Some good grayling were landed from the Corve half a mile 
from Elms Lodge on Tuesday evening, with the worm and maggot, $ 1b. each 
fish. On Saturday afternoon some good specimens of grayling were caught 
higher up the river withthe blue dun. The Clun has produced some very nice 
fish—in fact, this stream isa favourite haunt of this shy fish. Very few fishermen 
have visited the Letwyche of late. For bottom fishing nothing is better than 
the red worm or maggot, which grayling will soon take eagerly. If the weather 
clears up the streams hereabouts will be ready for the fly in two or three days, 
but the outlook is not very favourable.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream rose considerably after the heavy rains of Sunday night and 
morning of Monday consequently there has not been so many visitors this 
week, The water also is very thick and coloured, and in no condition for fly- 
fishing, and some days must elapse before fly-fishing is resumed. Last Friday 
some good grayling were caught above the Teme bridge with the blue gnat. 
On Saturday some few good fish were taken -with the little blue near the 
bridge. On Monday some capital fish were landed by Mr. G. Page near the 
town, bottom-fishing with tha red worm. The best ground bait at present is 
the maggot or red worm. ‘When the water is clear and the fly can be used, 
the following during the month of October will be found the most 
killing :—The red ant, the willow, the blue gnat, hare’s ear, 
red spinner, pale blue, and blue dun. The trout-fishing season finishes this 
week, and the grayling season is coming in. Fishermen will find the stream 
well stocked with the latter fish. Of all the fishermen who have visited the 
association waters this year at Tenbury we have never heard one complain of 
lack of sport. A few fish have been landed from the Kyre, and a few grayling 
from the Letwyche, but we have neard of nothing doing in the Rea. I was 
told by an old fisherman in Tenbury yesterday (Wednesday) that the present 
year has been the best trout season in the district for a long period. The 
weather is very unsettled.— Worcester. : 


Trent (Newark). 


The weather and water in this locality have been very unfavourable for fishing 
most of this we-k; several anglers have been out, but sport has not been very 
good. Some of them have done fairly well among the bream and roach, but I 
don’t know of a single bag that was worth shouting about. ‘Tail-end of lob 
and gentles have been the most successful lures. Heavy rains caused the water 
to come on very high and thick yesterday, which, last night, caused the eel 
netters to be very busy, some of them, I believe, having fairish bags. At the 
time of writing the water is stiil high and very much discoloured, but I believe 
it is slowly receding, so, with favourable weather, the river ought to be in ply 
for worm-fishing by Saturday.—Tur Trent OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


Sport during the week has been of an indifferent character. On Tuesday 
the river rose very rapidly, and barbel anglers who had anticipated killing fish 
with greaves were sadly disappointed. Roach fishermen seemed recently to 
have had afairly good time of it, but none of the fish killed were over I lb 20z. 
At Sawley several very good chub have been caught with the wasp grub; and 
reports as to barbelling are more satisfactory than previously. Mr. White. of 
Nottingham, has received a barbel of 11} 1b., and as a skilful preserver. of 
specimen appertaining to pisciculture, he has probably few equals in the Mid« 
land Counties. On Thursday prospects were by no means promising.—THE 


MAN At THE CLUBS, 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There has been a succession of very nice fly waters during the past week, but 
for some unexplained cause the fish have risen provokingly ‘ short.”? On 
Saturday afternoon I hooked six good fish one after another, and missed them 
all; and another angler told me that his experience was identical—small con- 
solation to me, however. Mr. Pratt, secretary to the Otley Club; told me the 
other day, that he never experienced a much worse season than the present one 
has been, and most certainly he is one of the most expert of Wharfdale anglers, 


Let us hope that the graylin season will prove more productive of rt— 
FRANCIS M. WiAteeAn, : Fes sae gangs Ha 
Witham. 


Angling on the Witham since my last re 
The river was low and the fish indisposed 
difficult to get. i i 


a discovery which will interest anglers of the district fishing. At 
other day, 


| 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 



















[Sepr. 29, 1883 





absent in this water. This fish would bea real desideratum, for at. present 
anglers who come prepared with mionows, gudgeon,’ and dace, fish all but 
absent from the district, have an immense advantage over those with but ro 
to depend on in the live-bait line. A judicious cultivation and introduction of 
these useful little fish would be worth the association’s while to look to, =m 
this district Mr, Flint secured a brace of pike, nearly 12 1b. Pike have been 
secured at several points from Langrick upwards. The best fish of the week s 
reported from Stixwold, where Mr. Robinson along with some smaller on 
managed to land successfully one scaling io} Ib, a very nice fish. At South 
also, some very good pike were taken. Mr. Macmillan secured four, the best 
of which ran up to nearly 7 lb. A visitor caught several, as well as some large 
eels, whilst legering with small roach. Perch ofa nice size have again be n 
caught on the river in the neighbourhood of Stixwold to about 1} lb. each, 
Mr. Smaller had several in his creel 07 this description, along with a bream of 
4 1b., and a lot of ee's. Some large bream weie also taken in the néighbonr. 
hood of Anton’s Gowt, and I hear of some very fine rudd being taken here, 
running up to 21b. Roach, since the rain of Monday, improved by the addition 
on Wednesday, have come fairly on again, and some good things wid be done | 
probably before this is printed.—Ye YeLrrow Bariy. 


Wye and Derwent. 


Sport on both the Wye and Derwent was very good, both on last Friday 
and Saturday with the artificial flies, and baskets up_ to eight brace per, 
angler were made, the honey dun bumble and ash duns killing the most she 
Since then we have had a very great quantity of rain fall all over Derbyshire, 
which is causing both rivers to have very high muddy waters on them. Thel 
bottom fishers on most parts of the Derwent have killed a few fish, but no 
quantity, owing to thunder hanging about most of the week. The 
rivers are now fining down nicely, and ought to te in order for fly fishing 
beginning of next week, especially the higher lengths. Sport, on the wh 
continues excellent, most of the fish being killed with maggots and wasp gy 
for baits. Bottom fishing. Weather very unsettled, and wind very boisterous, 
—G. J. Eaton. rt) 
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Yare (Norwich). 

The heavy rains have interfered with sport this past three days, but stillsome _ 
fair catches of roach and bream have been had. The reports that have reached 
me are not at all encouraging, and [ trust that soon better sport may be had, 
On the Bure, last Saturday, two friends had some capital fun amongst the 
bream flats, catching-between sixty and seventy in one and a half hour, some 
weighing as much as131b. They rowed from Horning Ferry down towards 
Ranworth. With regard to the public right to fish on the Norfolk Broads a . 
case for a superior Court was granted at Smallburg, on Tuesday last, so I sup 
pose soon we shall have this vexed question definitely settled—the sooner the 
better, as nothing can be worse than ill-feeling between any two classes, — 
ROBERT MOLL, : 
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NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION,— 
The nvmber of visitors on Saturday was 37,764, making a total 
for last week of 116,394. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 1,893,548. . er 

INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION.—The Commissioners appointed 
by Her Majesty's Government to confirm the reports of the International Juries 
and to issue awards, held their first meeting to-day in the Prince of Wales's 
Pavilion. A i 

Just in the dubious point, where with the pool a 
Js mix’d the trembling stream, or where it boils 
Around the stone, or from the hollow banks 

Reverted plays in undulating flow— s 


There throw, nice judging, the delusive fly, 
And as you lead it round in artful curve, 
With eye attentive mark the springing game, 
Then fix with gentle twitch the barbed hook. 


— Thomson's Seasons. 


—A correspondent, writing 
two ‘‘electric fish’ in that 
ese rare visitants was caught in Mr, Matthew's 
and when brought ashore gave substan ial proof 
ofits nature by transmitting evident shocks to several persons present who. 
unwarily touched them. The second capture was a much larger speci 
Whilst the net was being hauled ashore those engaged at the shore-end ropes’ 
state that they distinctly felt stinging sensations conveyed up their arn 
through the medium of the wet ropes. When the net was drawn ashore, 
electric ray was discovered, and it displayed much energy. Great care 
observed by those present not to come into close contact with the creat 
but Mr. Matthew's son, who placed his right foot (though well booted) on 
fish's back, close to where the electric organs are situated, received a sm 
shock. Several fish found underneath this electric ray in the net were paral 
and motionless, The dimensions of this specimen were—Length, 4 
breadth, 3 feet; weight 751b. One or two other instances of the capture 
electric fishes are remembered at Porthleven, and it is an interesting fact | 
in these cases the same electric sensations were conveyed through the ropes to 
the arms of those engaged in hauling in the net. ‘Wood, in his Natural History, 
says, ‘‘ The electric ray (torpedo) has once or twice been caught on our coasts. — 
It is usually fuund in the Mediterranean, where its powers are well-known and. 
held in some awe.” —L eter Evening Express, Sept. 18. fl 

Mr. Aucustus Harris is in treaty with the managers of the Chatelet 
Theatre for the production of Youth in’ Paris, 
and accepted by the management, and the term 
over his Drury Lane scenery, properties, &c. 
discussed. 


Miss Katz VAUGHAN has been engaged at the largest salary she has ever ‘ 
received, and at the largest salary ever paid at Drury Lane or elsewhere for any 


artist to appear in pantomime. a 
In addition to his Drury Lane pantomime, Mr. Harris has arranged for t 
pantomimes at the Gaiety Theatre, Glasgow, and the Crystal Palace, Sydenham 

GrorcE JAmrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshire, respecttull Invites: 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent — 
or made up but what he hinged! hak proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not, Patronised bysoma 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, ices 


Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.]__~ -_ 


CAPTURE OF ELEcrrIc FIsH AT PoRTHLEVEN, 
from Porthleven, furnishes details of the capture of 
locality. He says the first of th 
net whilst ‘blind hauling,” 


The play has been translated © 
s on which Mr, Harris will ta 
» is now the only question to b 


a 
oe 


* 
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Buffalo River, in which there were then no fish to be found. 
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HOW TO RE-STOCK OUR RIVERS. 

Atanumerously attended meeting ofthe members of the Balloon Society of Great 
Britain held in the Lecture Room ofthe Aquarium, Westminster, last Thursday 
week, Mr. T. Crumplen gave an interesting lecture, entitled ‘‘ How to Re-Stock 
Our Rivers.’’? The chair was taken by Dr. Brunton.—The lecturer having ac- 
knowledged his indebtedness to Mr. Marstoa and many other pisciculturists for 
information derived either from their publications or personal conversation, 
explained that his object was to discuss the question of the culture of fresh- 
water fish, apart from trout and salmon, and to see what could now be done to 
restore them in quantities to cur rivers for the purposes of food and sport. He 
went on to observe that pike, perch, carp, roach, and other kinds of fresh- 
water fish required a different kind of treatment to the salmonidz ; but there 
was every reason to believe they could be readily cultivated, for the salmon and 
trout had practically disappeared from many rivers under conditions which 
these fish (some of them introduced at a later period) had survived. The lower 
orders of fish increased more readily than the higher, and the inference was 
that they could be more readily reared. Attempts had lately been made in this 
country to propagate some of them, and they had been so far successful ; but 
in the United States, Canada, Sweden, Germany, and other places it was 
regularly done on a gigantic scale. There were, he was convinced, three ways 
of accomplishing this, either by placing the spawn in a box suitable for its 
development, by a system of pond culture, or by the introduction of full-grown 
fish into streams requiring them, proper care being taken that conditions 
favourable to fish life were present. In-the matter of fish culture England was 
behind almost all other countries, and yet we had a perfect mine ef wealth in 
our lakes and rivers which at present were utterly neglected. The German 
made far more of his carp ponds than the English agriculturist did of his small 
area of land. The Lecturer detailed the circumstances under which the 
Lund boxes at Ponder’s End and Waltham proved so successful, and 
gave a lengthy account «f the remarkable success, both with perch and 
carp, which bad attended the boxes of the Reading and District Association. 
In England a freshwater fisheries inspector had been talked of, but that was 
not what was needed. What we really did want was that the Government 
should take fish culture in hand, either directly or through the agency of the 
National Fish Cultural Association, distributing the fish to societies or indi- 
viduals, who should be responsible for the due preservation of the waters in 
which they placed them. This would stimulate preservation societies and 
fish culture everywhere, create a new industry, very largely increase our supply 
of food, and provide sport and healthy recreation to many thousands of persons. 
In Regent’s Park we had two scientific societies located— the Zooiogical and 
the Botanical. We had also there a fine Jake and an is!and, which might well 
serve as an experimental fish-hatching station, without interfering with, but 
rather adding to, the public enjoyment. The lecturer, having made several 
suggestions with reference to carrying out fish culture under national auspices, 
said that so much attention had Jately been given to questions relative to fish 
and fishing, that the time had arrived when we should put our knowledge to 
some practical account, which he thought could best be done in the way he had 
described. (Hear, hear.) 

The Chairman said they had had a very excellent lecture, and he would be 
glad to hear the opinions of some of the gentlemen present, especially Mr. 
Marston, who was the first to bring the Lund hatching box to the notice cf 
English pisciculturists. 

Mr. Marston said: Having paid considerable attention to the subject, he 
could certainly say Continental nations were ahead of us in this matter. As 
editor of the FisHinG GAzxttTs he was frequently having applications as to 
where good fishing could be had; an@ he also sometimes had offers of good 
stock fish other than trout from gentlemen who would only be too glad to clear 
their trout streams of them, and give the pike, chub, &c., to societies who might 
be glad to have them. This question of resstocking our waters was essentially 
one for the members of clubs and others who angled for what were called coarse 
fish, and they must not mind spending a little money on it.. He did not much 
believe in coarse fish as an article of food, but they afforded good sport to many 
of the humbler class of anglers, and certainly ought to be cultivated. He was 
happy to tell them that within the last few days, the Council of the National 
Fish Cultural Association had deputed himself and others to visit the Colne, 
with a view to select a suitable water for them to commence operations in, and 
he thought they had found exactly what was required. The black bass had 
been mentioned, and he thought this was in every way a good fish to introduce 
into our larger waters, but not, of course, in any stream containing salmon or 
trout. : 

Mr. C. L. Small said that in 1862 he was in Caffraria, on a portion of the 
Being afterwards 
in Cape Town, he saw some perch, carp, and chub in the Botanical Gardens, 
and thought he would like to see some of them in the Buffalo River, and he 
accordingly procured some and made an attempt to get them there. That 
attempt failed ; but he made another, and, with a better carrier, the fish were 
safely deposited in the stream. He left the Colony, and heard nothing more 


- until a few weeks ago, when a friend sent him a local paper describing the 


enormous quantity of fish now to be found in that river, and adding that they 
were all believed to be the progeny of a few fish placed there originally by a 
gentleman named Small. The water there was eminently favourable to fish 
life, and the way these fish had multiplied had confirmed what they had that 
evening heard. 

Mr. W. H. Le Fevre, C.E. (President, Balloon Society), said he thought 
the rivers of this country ought to be nationalised. In the course of his experi- 
ence as an engineer he had had to deal with the authorities who claim nights 
over the River Thames, and in building the Albert®Bridge he had to get the 
consent of four or five different Boards and individuals before the work could 
be carried out. His opinion was that all our tidal rivers should be national 
property, and the entire control of them vested in one central body. 

Colonel Gilmore prefaced his remarks by stating that he had been a great 
traveller, had written several works on sport and travel, and as sub-editor of 
Land and Water, was an old friend of the late Frank Buckland. He regarded 
the Chinese as the first pisciculturists in the world, for every piece of water they 
had they made available for the culture of fish. He had sent to England a 
quantity of the ova of Salmo Fontinalis, and Salmo Salar, and Frank Buck- 
land hatched them out at Kensington, some of them living for four years in his 
museum. He was in favour of black bass in England, as they would live in 
waters unsuitable for trout. 

Mr. Simmons, the aéronaut, said a few words in support of the paper. 

Mr. White differet from Mr. Marston as to the coarse fish being unsuitable 
for food ; it all depended on the way they were cooked. If more attention 
were paid to this they would soon become a popular article of diet. He 
warned all anglers that while they were discussing the question of how to 
re-stock our rivers they must be careful to see ‘they had rivers to stock, for if 


they did not take care, now that so many riparian claims were put forward, the 
reputed owners would take them all away. 

Mr. A. W. Parker having spoker, Captain Molesworth moved—* That in 
the opinion of this meeting the re-stocking of suitable waters, with the more 
common kinds of fish, is of paramount importance, both for sport and food,” 
which, having been seconded by Mr. Herbert Brown, of the Piscatorial Society, 
was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Charles Hatfield proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Crumplen for 
his able and scientific lecture, which, having been seconded by Mr. Marston, 
was carried unanimously, Mr. Hatfield remarking that he had a day or two 
since seen in the fish market a board inscribed ‘‘ Black bass 6d. per. dozen,’’ 
but these black bass, on examination he found to be reallyroach. They were 
dried and smoked, curea like haddocks. He bought some, and found them 
really good eating. 

Dr. Brunton in response to a warm of vote of thanks, said he had reserved 
his remarks until the close of the lecture, but he found little left to say. They 
had had really a very able discourse, and he fully endorsed Mr. Crumplen’s 
views in general, especially when he said ‘‘follow nature.’”’ He had lately 
fished in a Scotch lake in which some 15,000 Salmo Fontinalis were -placed 
about four years ago, but they appeared to have all died out, for none of them 
were seen or caught now, and no one seemed to know the reason why. He 
thought Mr. Marston had given so much thought to the black bass question 
that we must accept him as an authority on the point, and he was, therefore, in 
favour of them. With regard to coarse fish as food, everything depended on 
the way they were cooked, and in his opinion they were all capable of being 
converted into a good and nu'ritious article of diet, so that he thought we 
could safely advocate their increase both for sport and food. He thanked the 
meeting both for the way in which they had received the lecture and the atten- 
tion with which they had listened to himself and the various speakers who had 
taken part in the discussion that evening, which he was sure had been of great 
interest to them all. 








A DAY AT SHALFORD. 

‘¢ You can find time and money to go out with other people, but if I ask you 
to take me and the children out you cannot afford it, or else you have not got 
the time—some excuse or other. Years ago you did take me out now and then, 
but now I have got all ‘these precious children’ I must stay at home and look 
after them while you go off fishing night aud day. [tis as ‘Madame’ says, 
you do not care what I have to put up with. You and that ‘Pixie’ ought to 
go together, for you are never at home whea I want you; you go with ana do 
more for other people than you will for me. It is either with or for Jack, Billy, 
Tom, or ‘Pixie,’—and as for ‘Pixie,’ he may thank his lucky stars I do not 
know him or his wife; if I did I would help her and give him a bit of my mind. 
I suppose you want to have a day on the Mole with him: he had better keep 
his promise to his wife and children and take them out. If he is like you he has 
not done that yet, I'll be bound. Men make promises to their wives, but they 
seldom keep them.’? Now, I overheard the above whi'e waiting to see 
Mr. Willow Wand, on whom I called to inquire about the fishing at 
Shalford, knowing him to be as keen a fisherman as could be found around the 
South. He happened to he having a ‘‘light spar’? with Mrs. Willow Wand, 
and the conversation was carried On in a very loud tone, so that they did not 
hear me enter ; but from what I heard I was soon convinced that I was not the 
only ‘* Brother Bob’? that was blessed with a lady who had got a tongue and 
who knew how to use it. Now, no doubt it is requisite that ladies should use 
that weapon now and then, as I think when they have given somebody “a bit of 
their mind” they feel much better afterwards ; but when they have given two or 
three *‘ bits’? away they feel exhausted and are inclined to doa faint. Now, by the 
sound of Mrs. Willow Wand’s voice, I presumed that she had already given 
several “ bits’? away ; I thought that Ishould not get my fair share of her mind 
this time, so I quietly retired, requesting one of the children to inform Mr. Willow 
Wand that a gentleman wanted to see him at the ‘‘ Brother Bob's”? hotel, 
to which place I now made my way. For the satisfaction of Mrs. Willow 
Wand and several other friends who have inquired whether I have fulfilled my 
‘promise to Madame,’’—or, in other words, ‘* Have you squared the old 
woman yet? ’’—I beg to inform them that last Bank Holiday I fulfilled that 
promise by taking them all to Wimbledon Park, where Madame enjoyed her 
tea and cake, Tom got up to his knees in mud, Jim sat Gown where the cows 
had been, and I had to amuse myself by cleaning the pair of them. Oh, yes, it 
was a glorisus day! I did not have long to wait the arrival of Mr. Willow 
Wand, who, on entering, saluted me with the following: ‘‘ You must have 
been an old silly to go and put in the GAZETTE that the Walworth Waltonians 
were going to Shalford, in Kent; I thought your amount of geography was 
more than that. Why, you old ‘Juggins,’ it is in Surrey, about two miles 
from Guildford; the river Wey runs through the place; there used to be some 
good bream and roach fishing to be had there some time ago, but if the paper 
mills turn their stuff into it it is all up with the chance of getting any fish 
there for a day or two. Well, ‘old man,’ I will go with you. I suppose 
‘Sugar’ will be there with the rest of ‘ the lively Bobs.’ ”’ 

On the appointed day we all met at London Bridge at 7.80, and thanks 
to the arrangements made by Mr. Boalch with the South-Eastern Railway 
Company, we, and about thirty other ‘* Brother Bobs’? were enabled to obtain 
tickets for the return journey for 2s. 6d. each, and a reserved carriage into the 
bargain. Having all got seated, and boxes, baskets, and rods stowed away, I 
examined the company present, and observed several old faces who generally 
turn up at this cuting, among them being Mr. H. D., Mr. Irons, T. Pearson, 
M. and Madame Delehaye, jun., and many others. We reached Shalford in 
good time, and were met at the station by Messrs. H. Bayley and Delehaye, 
sen , who left London on Saturday to make arrangements for marking out the 
swims, and to find the best place for the accommodation of the members, 
which they found at ‘he Parrot, kept by Mr. Smith, close alongside the 
water, and about five minutes’ walk from the station. Here we partook of 
refreshments, and the competing members drew for swims, which were marked 
out in a meadow about five minutes’ walk from the house. The crawing having 
been got through, each member took his place and awaited the signal to coms 
mence, which was given by Mr. Boalch in a very short time. Ground-baiting 
now commenced, some with bread and bran, carrion gentles, Beale and Cain’s 
patent, boiled rice, barley, and sundry other mixtures, all to coax the finny 
tribe to swallow a worm, gentle, or a bit of paste with a hook inside of it. For 
some time the coaxing continued before a member of the tribe resolved to 
change its abode. The first one was a bream, tempted by the soft allurement of 
Madame Delehaye. The lady had no chance of taking a prize with it, as 
ladies are not admitted as members of the Walworth Waltonians, but she had 
the pleasure of catching the first fish, Mr. Hawkridge now began to find a 
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few roach, closely followed by Messrs. Delehaye, sen. and jun. ‘‘ Dinner is 
ready ’’ was now shouted at the far end of the meadow, and nearly all fishing 
was given up for a time to go and enjoy the good things provided for them by 
mioe host of The Parrot, which was so satisfactory that they did not return 
to their swims for some time. Between 4 and 6 o’clock every man was at his 
post anxious to catch a fish of some sort. Messrs. Bayley, Bedford, Fox, 
Irons, and Griffith till now had not left their post, and had not seena fish. At 
g o'clock a display of fireworks announced that the competition was brought to 
aclose. The following gentlemen had fish: Messrs Delehaye, sen. and jun., 
Cain, La Feuillade, Old Tom, Hawkridge, Curtis, and H. Bayley. ; 
We now packed up, had some tea, caught the 7.5 train up to town, which 
we reach at 9 o'clock, as orderly and as comfortable as everything should be 
on such an occasion. We had no shouting and singing, and a gentleman 
quietly observed to me, ‘‘I have been ‘with a great number of anglers on 
various occasions, and I never came across such an orderly party.” 
‘The following are the names of the prize winners: Old Tom, Ist; Hawk- 
ridge, 2nd; R. Cain, 3rd; La Feuillade, 4th; and Delehaye, jun., J 
IXIE, 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By L. B. 


T Am afraid I have very few piscatorial scraps of interest this week, yet I 
have but just returned from a perfect angler’s paradise—viz , South Devon— 
rocked on the waters of the Exe, fished famed Slapton Ley, and watched the 
spotted trout from the bank of the river Otter. As I actually fished Slapton 
Ley, I suppose I can do noless than give my experience of the same. My 
friend, Mr. H. S., and myself were staying at Budleigh, Salterton, from which 
place we started at 3 p.m., arriving atSlapton at a quarter to Iopm. I 
never renember to have msde so many chanses in so short ajourney—between 
forty and fifty miles—yviz., five miles from Budleigh, Salterton to Exmovth, 
then ferry across the mouth of the Exe to Star Cross, train to King’s Weir, 
ferried over the Dart to Dartmouth, then seven miles’ ride to Slapton Ley. The 
scenery the whole way is magnificient, the view of Dartmouth being alone 
well worth the journey ; and the ride from there to Slapton, along the sea 
shore, and by the light of the moon, a thing to be remembered during a life- 
time. The accommodation at the Royal Sands Hotel is all that can be desired ; 
but enquiring about a boat and man, we were told we could have one at half- 
past eight the next morning, not earlier, and upon our expressing surprise, were 
told ‘‘ very few gentlemen ever went out much earlier.” Don’t let me be mis- 
unGerstood—this was not said in any-way offensive, but simply stated as a 
fact. Well, half-past eight saw us fairly started. The Ley has been so often 
described that I shall not here attempt it, beyond merely stating that it is a 
large sheet of water very weedy, and, so far as I saw, very shallow; it is rush- 
fr nged in most parts, and harbours innumerable wild fowl; it contains jack, 
perch, eels, rudd, and, Iam told, roach. Now for the sport. Mv friend had 
two or three runs with jack, but failed to Jand his fish. While bottom fishing 
we succeeded in getting over four hundred fish between us—rudd and perch— 
mostly fish three or four inches long, none exceeding eight or nine inces long, 
and only tbree or four of thatlength. Iam told, however, at times the fish 
ran much Jarger, and that it is difficult to get one small enough for jack bait. 
The Ley opens for angling, if I remember rightly, in April, and closes on the 
last day of October. There is a coach to and from Dartmouth, which passes the 
hotel daily; and intending visitors would do well to write beforehand for 
accommodation, 40 prevent disappointment. 

I am in receipt of a few lines from my friend, Mr. Stanley Isaac, of Maldon, 
in Essex. He has been having a boating and fishing trip, extending over several 
days, up the river, and succeeded in getting some decent jack and capital perch. 
This passage ends in the following significant manner : ‘‘ We hada most en- 
joyable three days’ trip, and would not have returned till aday or two later, 
but we found our cask of beer was getting very low.’?’ What achance fur the 
Blue Ribbon people in those parts. My correspondent adds, ‘* A grey mullet 
caught here to-day, weighing 141b. Very fine fish, isn’t it ?”’ 

The Anglers’ Benevolent balance-sheet has now been issued, and containsa 
lot of interesting information concerning the progress and work being done by 
this useful society. It is, however, a matter of regret to find that the number 
of subscribers (members) has only increased, during the years 1881, 1882, and 
1883, from 546 to 700. While the income for 1883 shows a net falling off of 

II 5s. 103d. 

A, The Fisheries Socie'y aiso have issued their first balance-sheet and report. 
From this it appears the society has rented, besides the Weybridge water, 
Springwell, and Ponder's End, seventeen miles and a half of the best portions of 
the Grand Junction Canal at Slough, Uxbridge, Springwell, Cheddington, and 
Tring. One item of the expenditure cannot fail to bring a good-natured smile 
to the face of the reader : it is, to say the least of it, original. Expenses of 
deputation to hunt up waters to let, £5 13s. 6d. 

The monthly meeting of the West Central Association of London and Pro- 
vincial Angling Societies took place on Friday evening, 21st inst., at the Port- 
man Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, W., the president, Mr. P. 
Geen, in the chair, Mr. Beckett facing him in the vice, while Mr. L. Bon- 
voisin discharged the duties of secretary gro tem. After the reading and con- 
firming of the minutes of the previous meeting the following business was 
transacted :— 

The formal tendering and accepting of Mr. Hoole’s resignation of the post 
of secretary to the association, with a cordial vote of thanks for past valuable 
services, a committee being formed for the purpose of organising a suitable 
testimonial in recognition of the same, among the names given into serve on 
same being those of Messrs. Geen, Rocking, Hobden, Hotham, Adlane, Keyes, 
Murphy, Starr, Dodge, Field, Large, Page, Thorling, Gaffney, and L. 
Bonvoisin, hon. sec., with, of course, the usual powers to add to their 
number. 

The payment ot rewards of £1 Is. to river-keeper Nuris for a recent con- 
viction at Kingston, and £1 ts. to be shared_ between Nuris and Howard for a 
recent conviction at Brentford, was then unanimously passed. Mr. Geen. 
having spoken at some length ve the new Thames By-laws, it was proposed 
end seconded and duly carried that the society pro tem. convey to Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley and the committee of the Thames Angling Preservation Society the 
sincere thanks of this association for their indefatigable exertions in bringing to 
a successful issue the adoption by the Conservancy of so capital a code of laws 
for the protection of the Thames fisheries. 

In the matter of the election of secretary to supply Mr. Hoole’s post, it was 
after a long discussion, proposed and carried that Mr. Bonvoisin (who had 
courteously but positively declined the post permanently) should accept it gro 





tem., and that the question of the most suitable person willing to undertake the 
office permanently should meanwhile receive the serious consideration of the 
committee, 
some routine business transacted. The roll was called by the secretary pro 
tem, the following thirty-four societies answering to their name:—The 
Amicable Brothers, Angler's Pride, Acton and Ealing, City of London, Cam- 
bridge Friendly, Duke of Norfolk, Excelsior, Golden Barbel, Good Intent, 
Grafton, Grange, Gresham, Hammecsmith Club, Hammersmith United, 
Knights of Koightsbridge, Nautilus, North-Western, Prince of Wales, 
Peckham Brothers, Princess of Wales, Queen's, Royal George, Rodney Pis- 
catorial, St. John’s, Silver Trout, Soush London, South Belgravia, St. John’s 
Wood Piscatorial, The Piscatorial Suciety, Waltonian, Walworth Waltonians, 
Westbourne Park Piscatorial, Wellington, and the Kingsland Brothers, 
together with Mr. R. Ghurney, from the United London Anglers’ Central 
Committee. The usual vote of thanks to the president and vice chair breught 
the meeting to a conclusion. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


SUBSCRIBER.—If the water is of fairly good quality you probably could not do 
better than stock it with trout. Mr. Andrews, of Westgate House, Guild- 
ford, is the nearest pisciculturist to you. We should advise you to get 
two or three hundred yearling trout and tun in, that is if you have no 
pike in the water. Gold fish want srill and warm water; the warmer the 
water the more brilliant their colouring. You should have a grating at 
inlet and outlet of your pond, and stake it if you have any reason to fear 
poachers. The best general book on angling is that called ** A Book of 


Angling,’’ by Francis Francis, and published at about 15s., by Messrs. 


Longman & Co., Paternoster Row. 

A. E. Hotmxs (Wylon-road, 1 iverpool).—Bird skins and feathers for fly- 
making should be thoroughly dried, and kept in a dry place. A conve- 
nient plan to keep the feathers distinct and yet easily to be found is to 
place the various kinds between the leaves of an old book, and make a 
rough index on the front cover, put a strap round the book, and keep it 
in a tin box, with a little camphor. This is the most effectual and inex- 
pensive way we know. 

W. G. Bexu (Chiswick, W.)—We have received no announcement of any 
illustrated work on British Angling Fishes by Mr. Pennell. If we hear 
anything will let you know. Flies which will kill in the Wandle will also 
killin the Darenth; the hare’s ear, and a selection of cock- winged duns 
with quilted bodies of various shades will kill on Darenth, or anywhere 
else for that matter. 

Sotway.—¥or grayling fishing you should select from the comb the half 
formed white grubs in which the legs are just appearing, and the head is 
tinged with pink, Almost a!l fish wi take the wasp grub at times (we 
got a 5 lb. bream with it the other day), but it is most deadly in rivers 
where it is much used. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





THE RED-TAG,. 

Sin,—There is a slight mistake in the last sentence of my article in last 
week’s GAZETTE which I should be glad to correct. Instead of ‘‘ twenty-five 
brace in two days,’’ it should be ‘‘ twenty-four brace in two days and a half,’’ 
In the two complete days the aggregate take was 18} brace. I had a little 
more fishing a!ter I wrote ‘‘Hurrah for the Red Tag,’’and, though the impend- 
ing change of weather made the fish far less keen for the fly, and much more 
particular in their choice, I got a few more very decent fish. Altogether I find 
I had four complete days and two half-days, and my total was thirty brace of 
grayling, five and a half brace of trout, and a good many dace not counted. 
Of these I killed twelve and a half brace of grayling and three brace of trout, 
returning the rest, which were under twelve inches. My best ten grayling 
weighed a few ounces over 15 lb.—I am &c. H..S, Bane 





THE AMERICAN PURSE SEINE NET. 

Srr,—I am desired by Mr. Birkbeck, with reference to his former letter to 
you on the subject of the proposed trial of the American Purse Seine Net in 
England, to inform you that he has subsequently received from Captain Collins, 
of the United States Commission, a letter, of which a printed copy is enclosed 
for your perusal, and that, having regard to the reasons set out in it, it has 
been decided by the Executive Committee to postpone further action in this 
matter until the season of 1884, when Mr. Birkbeck hopes to have the plea- 
sure of communicating with you further on the subject. 
suggestions or opinions that you may think it useful to forward for his 
guidance he will be glad to receive.—I am, &c., 

JouN W. MOLLETT, Secretary. 

Great International Fisheries Exhibition. ; 

[Uf it is true that the net can only be fished on a clean fishing ground, and in 


a moderate tide, we fear these conditions will preclude its use on our wreck- 


strewn coasts and in our rapid tides.— ED. | 





NORFOLK TIDAL WATERS. 

Smr,—It is thought by the Committee of the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial 
Society that the following facts (affecting as they do not only piscators, but all 
lovers of aquatics, in whatever shape or form) cannot be too widely known to 
the public; and I, therefore, venture to hope that you will open the columns 
of your valuable paper for the ventilation of the subject. A disposition has 
lately shown itself on the part of landowners, whose property lies adjacent to 
certain tidal waters, to attempt toclose them; but, inasmuch as the whole 
question as to whether these waters are to be closed or open. will probably be 
decided by a test case which is now pending with referenceto Heigham Sound, 


A long discussion then took place ve the Fisheries Society, and 


In the meantime any 


ire ee es 





I will confine my remarks to the facts relating to that piece of water. This 


society contends that the right of fishing in the Sounds, that water being both 
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tidal and navigable, is vested in every subject, and two members having been 
summoned to appear before the justices at Smallburgh for so-called illegal 
fishing, it was determined that they should be defended. The case was heard 
on Tuesday last, and notwithstanding a most able defence by Mr. Sims 
Keene, instructed by Messrs. Harmer and Ruddock, the justices persisted in 
, convicting one of the defendants. The society, being advised that their case 
is a good one, have given notice of appeal; and my object in addressing you is 
to bring the matter before the public, with a view of raising funds. A con- 
siderable sum will be required, which will be under the management of a re- 
sponsible committee, consisting of ten well-known Yarmouth gentlemen. 
Donations will be thankfully received at the National Provincial Bank of 
England in the town, by myself, or any other member of this Society. Sub- 
scription cards, and any further particulars that may be desired, will be gladly 
forwarded by Mr. J. Lark, secretary. A public meeting will shortly be held, 
details of which will appear in due course. I would again impress on the public, 
not only affected piscators and the adesmen of the town, but every lover of 
sport throughout the country.—I am, &c., ; 
ALEXANDER MITCHELL, President. 
Club House, 162, King Street, Great Yarmouth. ; 





THE LODDON AND WRAYSBURY FISHERIES. 

S1R,—The footnote appended to ‘* The Preservation of the Loddon ”’ must 
commend itself to all large-hearted sportsmen. An exclusive policy appears 
rampant at present, the only excuse being the liberties taken by the rude 
element whenever it gains access to ‘semi-private or subscription waters. 

The same editorial note would-apply to Wraysbury, where I learn from your 
journal 3os. is required for ‘an annual permission to fish one daya week! Ican 
only say that if such a prohibitory course is persisted in, Mr. Hawkins, or 
anyone who claims aright to the water, must be prepared to maintain it, as 
the gentleman is stiil living who wrested it from the poachers, inducted Mr, 
Liddell at the Mill into the quasi proprietorship, and took Joe Heath from 
Longford, where he was coming to grief, to look after the water. 

Mr. Hawkins, as ‘‘One Who Has Taken Dozens”’ states, may be a ‘‘ more 
liberal man’’ than whom never lived, but thirty shillings per annum for one 
day per week does not endorse such a flattering testimonial. 

In a word, Mr. Hawkins has no more right to extort thirty shillings or 
thirty pence from anyone who elects to fish this water than I have, and I shall 
be ready to maintain the ground I have here assumed if the terms imposed 
upon my brother anglers are not greatly modified. 

Doubtless Mr. Hoole, who is appointed in the place of Mr. Taylor as agent 
for the South-Western Railway, will in time know much of the history of this 
district ana its fishery, Jn the meantime if he has any influence with the Jaw 
officers at Waterloo he might place himself en courant as toits peculiar bearings, 
In this the immediate successor of Mr. Crombie might help him, and the Com- 
mons Act‘ and Act of Parliament sanctioning the branch line to Windsor via 
Staines, &c., materially assist him.—I am, &c., 

AN AQUATIC WATCHGUARD. 





AMONG THE ROACH IN THE BLACKWATER. 

Sitm.—The clocks were striking 5 a.m. as I left my house for the ‘* Abbey ”’ 
mill, and the mist was thick over the meadows and dripping fast from the trees 
that lined the road, rendering my walk decidedly moist. However, to me it 
was by means unpleasant, as with the cry of the partridges from the neighbours 
ing fields, and the twitter of the birds in my ears, I made my way to the mill, 
pool where lay, I knew, many a lordly roach. Wily old gentlemen had they 
proved themselves tobe, too, for many a time I offered to their delicate 
appetites the most seductive baits procurable, with no effect, and time after 
time had I returned home fishless and disappointed, but not disheartened. On 
reaching the mill, I found a stranger fishing in my favourite spot, and.as he 
had bad no bites, although fishing with fine tackle, [feared it did not augur 
well for my success. However, I soon had my rod up, and with a couple of 
fine gentles on one of Palmer’s ‘‘ Gossamer’’. lines and hooks, I commenced 
operations ; but not so. the fish, for although I renewed my gentles time after 
time, and fished patiently on, an hour and ahalf passed, and I had not perceived 
the slightest ‘‘ touch.” Theu bethinking myself of some of ‘‘ King’s natural 
bait ’”? that I had with me, I determined to try it, and sure enough the roach 
took to it ‘* naturally.”” Hardly had my line reached the bottom, when ‘‘ plop ’”’ 
went the float with a ‘* perch-like bite,’’ and I was fast ina ‘‘ pounder.’ Fishing 
over a high wall as I was, I had to play and lead the fish across the mill stream 
to the other side, where, after some pretty sport, I netted him safely. Leaving 
the net there for the safe removal of future captures, I returned to my pitch, 
and for an hour or more was rewarded by some excellent sport, fish after fish 
coming to my net, some of I} Ib. and 1} 1b. each, and none under } Ib. weight. 
All this time my unknown companion fished steadily on by my side, but 
although he tried gentles, paste, and worms, not a roach would touch his bait, 
and when I left off, with ten fine fish, he was still minus a bite. This, sir, is 
my experience of a ‘‘ King’s ’’ bait, and it has since been confirmed by other 
good catches, when nothing else would tempt these dainty gentry. Iam, asa 
rule, remarkably sceptical as to the merits of ‘‘ patent ’’ baits, but I think it 
is no more than right that I should speak of a bait which, with me, has proved 
so eminently successful. I intend to use it through the season in lieu of bread 
paste, as it is more adhesive, whiter, and possesses. a flavour which the fish— 
about here, at any rate—appear to appreciate. I may add that [ have no 
interest whatever in reccmmending this bait, beyond that of letting brother 
anglers know of a lure which has brought many a good roach to my net. I 
intend to try its efficacy with the bream on the first opportunity. MeanwhileI 
should be glad to hear the results of any trials that your other readers may have 
made with it.—Iam, &c., A COGGESHALL VOLUNTEER. 





CUTCLIFFR’S HACKLES. 

S1r,—I enclose you some of the hackles I promised you, I cannot make the 
colours of aJl right, but they are genuine, and among the feathers I find a list 
of flies by an old man in 1840, I will send it shortly to you. 

I will also send you some of mine, and believe I can. boast of the best breed 
of fowls for fly-making in Devonshire. I cannot agree to have any but Devon- 
shire people to compete and the flies must be hand made.* Devonshire can 
make Devonshire flies far better than of Redditch. I would not com- 
pete myself, and great care must be exercised to see the flies are genuine 








* Gracious Heavens! they don’t make flies by machinery, even in Birming- 
ham. Do they ?—Ep, Peele ; ue 





home-made Devonshire articles. Cannot a fowl competition be got up at the 
Crystal Palace for best production of cocks for fly-making P—Yours, &c., 
JAMES Rowe. 

Fishing Tackle Maker, Barnstaple. 

[Some of the hackles Mr. R. sends are very nice indeed, especially in the 
various blues we find excellent colours. There is a very fine red-blue, the 
fibres next the stem are a beautiful ‘‘ peat-smoke’’ blue, and then all evenly 
run off into a bright red. A ‘‘dark-rusty red’’ is very good, so is the colour 
of a ‘* dark blue.’? A ‘blood red”’ is perfect, and we should much lize a few 
dozen flies dressed with hackles of this shade exacily. A very dark rusty-blue 
hackle and a dark-lined red are good; as, also, a very red rusty hackle. We 
are much obliged to Mr. Rowe for these specimens of hackles used by Devon- 
shire fly-makers, and we shall be glad to see some specimens of his regular 
stock of flies. As regards the fiwl competition at the Crystal Paluce we 
expect this would depend a good deal on the number of competitors likely to 
take part init. Since cock fighting went out of fashion and the breed of game 
birds has decreased and degenerated, it is not an easy matter to get hold of 
those furnace and red hackles, clean and of perfect shape, stiff without being 
coarse, which make such killing flies. It is mere prejudice, of course, never to 
use dyed feathers merely because they are dyed. If the right colour cannot 
otherwise be got dye must be used.—ED. ] 


RUDD. 

S1r,—A short time ago, while conversing with some friends about a large 
take of rudd that one of them had, a gentleman surprised me by stating that 
rudd were a cross between roach and bream, there being two kinds of rudd. 
The bream rudd, which are produced by bream covering the spawa of roach, 
and the roach rudd produced by roach covering the spawn of bream. Having 
always thought that rudd were a separate family, I wish you or some brother 
reader, would be kind enough to inform me if the above account is correct.—I 
am, &c., PIXxtin. 





THE MOY AND LOUGH CONN. 

Sir,—In my communication last week I mentioned Pat Clarke, of 
Lough Conn. The name should be Thomas, or Tom Clarke. This correction 
is necessary, as there are about one hundred Clarkes in the neighbourhood. 
Tom Clarke has a nice comfortable one-storied house, just suitable for one 
gentleman, or gentleman and his wife. His charge is 14s. weexly, including 
the attendance of a boy and cooking by Mrs. Clarke, the visitor providing his 
own necessaries. Boat on the lake with Tom Clarke and another rower, 
7s. 6d. each day. The premises are now occupied by Mr. Wo odford, of the 
Piscatorial Society, who has had some excellent sport with salmon and trout 
the past fortnight. 

The proper address is: Thomas Clarke, Lough Conn Lodge, Court 
Cloughaus, Ballina, County Mayo, Ireland.—I am, &c , 

T. R. SAcus. 





ROUGHS WHO CALL THEMSELVES ANGLERS. 

Sir,—I thank you for inserting my notice that the Patrick Stream and 
Loddon have become private water, and think I am bound to mention that 
there is no probability of realising your suggestion as to day tickets. Indeed, 
the land-owners almost held out a hand to us to take over these waters that 
they may be rid of the excessive annoyance of trespassers, commonly Londoners, 
whose method and spirit of intrusion is often aggressively offensive. 

I have taken the FisH1inGc GAZETTE from its commencement, and have 
thereby been able to perceive that the system which fosters the numerous 
minor public-house clubs will inevitably extinguish all indulgent sufferance on 
private waters on account of baggage-laden and undesirable persons, who are 
not anglers for pure recreation but come out in force on Sundays, with elaborate 
preparations for the definite purpose of taking all the fish they can. 

The nuisance of these people prompt attempts of riparian encroachment on 
the Thames. The angling spirit in all its phases is a fiction among them, and 
as they are supposed to illustrate, so do they disparage and degrade, the 
characteristics of angling as a placid and recreative sport.—I am, &c., 

J. W. KNIGHT. 

Henley, Sept. 22. Secretary, Henley Preservation Associ:tion. 

[Here again our readers will see that anglers are being shut out of good 
waters simply because the rough element chooses to put a pretence of angling 
as an excuse for rowdy excursions into the country. If the Railway Companies 
would only grant privileges to such angling parties as use the associations’ 
tickets, these complaints would never be made, because then the roughs would 
not be able to go ; the associations would expel any member who by his conduct 
pvt the general good in jeopardy.—-Ep. ] 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

Sin,—In replying to Mr. N. Darbyshire’s inquiry last week, you give the 
address of this association as 19, West Derby Road, Liverpool. Kindly correct 
this in your next edition of The FIsH1NG GAZzaTTE, the location of the Liver- 
pool Angling Association being the ‘‘ Strawberry Hotel, West Derby Road, 
Liverpool,’’ where its members have met since 1879. 

It is somewhat curious how the above mistake arose, but I hope no associa- 
tion describing itself as ‘‘ The Liverpool Angling Association ’’ has given its 
address as published by you last week; as, if so, it could only have been done 
for the purpose of misleading intending members.—I am, &c., 

Rp. WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 

Strawberry Hotel, West Derby Road, Liverpool, 

25th September. 

[We asked our publisher to look up the address of the club, and he gave us 

No. 19.—ED. } 





THE COLNE AT WRAYSBURY. 

S1r,—There used to be very good fishing at Wraysbury. I subscribed to 
the water for several seasons when Mr, Laddle at the paper mill had it. I 
have taken a goodly quantity of chub, weighing from 2 to 3} pounds a piece, 
from under the railway bridge with a leger, and I have taken them in other 
parts of the water, fly-fishing with a black palmer and silver twist. Pike and 
roach were plentiful. I think the best roach were caught above the railway 
bridge in the Mill Pool. I had my fair share of the pike, but one subscriber 
was a demon for them, and had some large takes and heavy fish. Whilst I\was 
a subscriber, Josiah Heath was the keeper. I believe that he subsequently 
became the lessee. One of your correspondents in last Saturday’s issue states 
that the water is still a subscription water, but I gather from your editorial 
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note at the foot of one of the letters that it is now a private water. There 

seems to be a conflict here, but it is probably more apparent than real. 
In my first season or two the subscription water extended from the mill to 

Hythe End, but afterwards the Mill Pool was kept private. Perhaps there is 

still some division of the water, and only one part of it is open to the public. 

Could any of your readers kindly state how this is, as I thought of subscrib- 

ing to the water again P—I am, &c., R. Curten Deny. 
Kingston-on-Thames. 


[We understand the water is now let only to annual subscribers.—Ep. | 





WHAT IS A “MOMSER?” 


Sir,—Many members of our club_would be glad to learn what kind of a fish 
is the “*Momser’?’ referred to by ‘‘ Lex”’ in your paper as having been caught 
by him at Kingston recentiy. 1 have searched angling books in vain, and none 
of the fishing tackle makers can enlighten me.— 
Yours etc., 


aH. De 


West London Angling Club. 
[We are not quite certain, but think that “‘ Momser ”? is Etonian slang for 
that ridiculous little urchin the pope or ruff—the streect-arab amcng fishes.— 








DAY, SON & HEWITT’S 
STOCKBREEDERS’ 


MEedieiizme @Einaest. - 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cure disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy and 
buoyant condition :— x 

“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambizgy 

- « GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“ RED DRENCH,’ fer Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

*“ RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, 

“ BRONCHOLINE,” for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

‘“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. u 
“ ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’ for Colds and Chills. . 
“CARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. " 

Price of Chest, with ‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid. Each article can 
be had separately. : 

Patronised by Royalty, 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT. 


22, DORSET STREET- BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 


and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
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AND WANTAGE; 


BERKS. 




















INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 468 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 
Anventor and Batentee of the Dew Perfect 
Combination Aeel. 

Superior Greenheart Fly-rods, 9, 10, or 11 feet 
long, Solid Winch Fittings and Partition Case, 
12s. 6d. each. These Rods are made to any fashion 
and superior finish. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
3s.; 34 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is. 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
2 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, Is. 9d., post free; 80 yards of Superior 
Silk Line, Is, 2d. ; stouter, is. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, td. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom-fishing in the Net- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 34 inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4. Floats, price Lis. 6d. ; a very superior ou fit, 
price I5s. 

All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and cariage paid beth 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 
free by post. 








Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 


VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY SHOOK? PEREEGd. 





H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
BE DD Dit EL. 
Stand at Exhibition. 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No. 











REUBEN HEATON’S 
“LITTLE GEM” 


POCKET BALANCE 


FOR 
PARCELS POST, SPORTSMAN’S and 
HOUSEHOLD PURPOSES. 


fol at Fishing Tackle and Ironmongery Establishments. 





Tavourite Horses’ and other Hoofs Cured, Polished, and 
Mounted in various Patterns, 


WHOLESALE ONLY. 


UNIVERSAL WORKS, UPPER HOSPITAL 
STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 








INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success asa practicalangler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri. tion, 
also to give information 1sespecting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland. Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Planet’? Reel, Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application. 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
ROD 


THE LIGHTEST ROD IN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 9 oz. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD. 


12 eet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. Carriage paid for 6d, 
extra. 

‘¢ Worth themoney. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottcm Fishing. Wecan re- 
commend it as being all it pretends to be,’?—FisHinG 
GAZETIE, 

zx yard gut cas 1s, 3d. perdozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

per dozer ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s, 4d, per dozen. 
Finest drawn git manufactured, 15 inch, 4s, per 100 ; 2s, 3d, 
per 50, and 7d, per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., 10d., short, and best long 1s, 1cd. per 100. 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL. 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 


GREAT IRTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION, 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 


First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381, 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


ATENT SELF-ACTING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c, 


SpectaL FEATURES. 


Perfect Portability. 

Cannot get out of Order. 

Cannot Overflow. 

Automatic in Action. 

Combining Aquarium with 
Fountain. 

No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 

Self-contained. 

Perfect Simplicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in from 3 to 5 minutes 

Wiil Play from 6 to 12 hours, 

Artistically Decorated, 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas 


ORYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
FOUNTAINS, 


From 4s, upwards. 






















Illustrated Price List post free, 


11, Southwark St., 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 





JTMPROVED FARM FOR  SALE.— 


Southern Minnesota, America, Eighty acres, good 
house, stables, barns, &c, EnglishColony. Full particu- 
lars from A. M., care of Editor, FisHinc GAZETTE, 12, 
Fetter Lane, E.C, 





THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be , ublished a series of exhaustive essays on the: 





“FRESH AND SALT WATER 


FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are * 
from the pens of the best angling writers in 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Ete. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. a 
WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Ete. 





Tue AMERICAN ANGLER is published on Saturday of each ~ 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engravin 
of a representative fish of Amerizan witers. Drawings o 
fitty-one of these fish have aiready appeared in the columns 
of ‘Tus ANGLER, which is the only paper published in Ame~ 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture, 


Subscription per annum - 16s. ~ 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
2°52", )-.B«R' OLAS Wray } 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 
NEW YORK 


ROKAL AQUARIUM. —A GRAND 


ARTIFICIAL FLOWER and FRUIT SHOW, 
with mural decorations, will be held here during the month 
of OCTOBER, when valuable prizes will be awarded. — 
Best display cf table decorations. 
Best hanging baskets of flowers. Best general collection of 
ch in velvet, silk plush, feathers, wool, porcelain, or 
metal, 


Best collection of artificial fruits. A special prize will be 
awarded for the best bride-cake decoration, Entries close — 
TO-DAY. Prospectuses and full paiticulars, with schedule 
of prizes, may be obtained on application, personally or by — 
letter, to the Manager, Artificial Fruit and Flower Show, 
Royal Aquarium, ‘6 


OYAL ‘AQUARIUM. — MONDAY 
NEXT will OPEN the ARTIFICIAL FLOWER — 
and FRUIT SHOW. " 


t 








A 


OVAL AQUARIUM.—At 3.0 and 8.0, 
GRAND VARIETY ENTERTAINMENTS, in- 





garian Giant and Vocalist), Nat Emmett’s Performing 
Goats, Captain Austin (Champion Rifle Shot), Bros. 
mary, Fleury (Lightning Sketches and Paintings, Neiman’s 
Ventriloquial Minstrels, and Grand Classical Statuary 
Entertainment, the Dream of Michael Angelo, Madame 
Claire Balfe (Vocalist), The Lentons, The Onzellas (Hori- 
zontal Bars), &c.—At 3.9 and 8.0. } 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 





CITY, .. U, SinA. a 


Best hand bouquets. | 


Best collection (in any artificial materials) of mural _ 
decorations. Best ball, bonnet, and head-dress decorations. 





4 


—— 









na 
yy. 
Ra 
cluding the following artistes :—Captain Ureck (the Hun= 


> 


. 


~ 


- 


BECKWITH’S GREAT SWIMMING ENTER- — 


TAINMENT, celebrated in all parts of the World, THIS 
DAY and DAILY, a! 5.30 and 9.30. The most useful and 
interesting Entertainment in England. Admission 1s. 


OVAL AQUARIUM.—Prices as usual, 


Is, up to 6 o’clock ; 28. afterwards, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 


lor Review, &c., must be addressedto the Editor of the Fisuinc GazettE, No. x2, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. y 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, i : 

Correspondents ara requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be-adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. F 

Tue Fisnixc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W 
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 


The Anrual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; or post 
ree, 10s, 6d, ae 

To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager oi 
Tue Fisuinc Gazette, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. : 
Trish Agency—Mr. J. E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, 
American Office and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N.B,—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs, Sampson Low, Marston, anp Co., the Proprietors, 
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A DAY’S ROACH FISHING IN THE TIDAL WATERS 
OF THE THAMES. 


A SKETCH. 


By Joun BRUNTON, M.A., M.D. 





ae a recent meeting of the Piscatorial Society the secretary re- 

minded the members present that on Monday, October 1, 
there would be the roach competition of the season, and that it 
was strictly confined to the Thames. 

It occurred to me that if it was possible for me to be absent from 
professional duties on a Monday I should like to enter the lists. 
I consulted one of the older members of the society as to the 
propriety of fishing in the tidal Thames. He said I could not do 
better, and as this advice agreed with my own views—resulting 
from the perusal of weekly reports in the Fisuinc GazeTre—I 
wrote to Mr. Perrin, of the Two Sawyers, Twickenham, to en- 
gage J. Spong, one of his fishermen, for the occasion. Having 
received a courteous and favourable reply, I accordingly made 
preparations. 

The impedimenta piscatoria requisite were few and easy of 
carriage, and consisted of alight roach rod in three pieces—cane 
and greenheart-—reels, and two or three ordinary bottom tackles. 
To the boatman I trusted for baits. As roach fishing, except with 
the artificial fly, has been but little practised by me—not having 
fished in the Thames but a few odd times—I naturally felt some- 
what diffident. I looked upon myself as a comparative novice at 
the art ; atthe same time I determined to do my best, and in any 
case enjoy, if possible, a day on the Thames. 

On Monday morning early it blew a gale of wind from the 
north-east—by daybreak the sky was still strong. The weather, 
on the whole, looked unfavourable for punt fishing, even though 
the sky was clear and}the morning dry. At seven o’clock I was 
by the river side at Twickenham. Man and punt were ready 
waiting forme. It was dead low water, the colour of the river 
peculiar—muddy looking, yet not thick, in spite of the heavy rains 
of the previous days. ‘The water had a dirty greenish tint, but 
withal was comparatively pure, for I took the opportunity of test- 
ing it several times during the day by sampling it ina tumbler. 
I should not like to say it was potable; I daresay it was good 
enough for washing purposes, 

We had our first pitch in the backwater inside of Eelpie Island. 
I put up my rod with Nottingham reel and fine silk line, attaching 
a well-shotted tackle. The usual plumbing of the river—an 
important process when fishing has to be done with one’s bait 
almost trailing on the bottom—gave a depth of about five feet ; 
the current was moderate and the water surface calm. 

Spong was acute enough to take in the whole situation. “ We 
shall begin here,” he said, ‘because, though I know many better 
swims, the wind is quiet. We are in the shade between the townon 


buttered toast, hot ham and eggs, and hot coffee, &c. 


one side and the big trees on the island.’ That was all very well for 
the surface, for I soon experienced the troublesome and irritating 
effects of a higher current of air, which, catching the top of my 
rod, persistently blew the light Nottingham line into complicated 
entanglements with the upper and terminal rings, 

In this first ‘‘ pitch” I caught several nice roach, then a goodly 
number of small roach and dace, which my boatman successively 
dropped over his left shoulder into the river, accompanying each 
with mild persuasive advice, such as, ‘‘ Why did you come here ? 
We don’t want youngsters like you. There, go home to your 
mother and your father, or, if you ain’t got either, to your other 
relations, till you grow to proper size. We’re fishing for big ’uns 
to-day, so please stop away.” Icould not help admiring the 
tenderness with which Spong unhooked the little fish : he could 
not have exhibited more care if Mr. Spreckley or Mr. Brougham 
had been taking notes. 

Whether the same tender feelings animated his breast in rela- 
tion to the impaling of live creatures on crystal hooks I am not 
in a position to say; his actions certainly gave room for such 
suggestion—at least they would to the uninitiated—for he care- 
fully avoided the use of living maggots and worms, except on 
three separate occasions, preferring little cubes of inanimate 
breadcrumbs as enticing baits for the roach. It was soon evident 
that coexistent with the advent of the small ones and the dace 
there evidently was a departure of the larger roach; or, if they 
were present, the little ones were too smart for them in taking 
the bait; or they were off feed altogether. ; ; 

It was surprising how deft these little ones were in sucking off 
the softened bread, each die of which, originally over-large for 
their little mouths, was deliberately and successfully picked to 
pieces. Half-an-hour of this play was ‘‘too much.” We made 
a move of about three yards, and here the same course of events 
ensued. A few large roach at first, then nothing but small fry. 
Again we moved, to be served in a similar manner. 

The morning was cold, but not unpleasant, except from the 
annoyances resulting from the action of the shifty and eddying 
wind, which; independent of its eccentricities with the line, made 
it difficult to discern the float movements indicating a bite. And 
these roach did bite gingerly. During the whole day I don’t 
suppose my float disappeared under water tentimes. The smallest 
movement was sufficient to indicate a bite, the extent of move- 
ment being no index of the size of fish. As in grayling-fishing, 
the surface break is no criterion either, for oftentimes the smaller 
the “‘ rise”’ the greater is the fish. ; 

At the beginning of our second pitch I had the misfortune to 
strike a fish and lose my tackle; the gut gave way at the loop— 
away went fish and float, and instantly Spong cast the punt 
loose; but we failed to find the runaway. 

By this time of the morning both of us were very hungry, 
when, suddenly, a bump against the punt was felt. On looking 
round, I found a boat alongside, containing a youth and a basket. 
The latter contained a refreshing and abundant breakfast—hot, 
Spong 
erected a ‘‘movable feast” table upon the punt’s side, and, with 
appetites whetted by the keen morning air, we did ample justice 
to the early meal. : , 

I was amused at the eagerness my man manifested to finish his 
food, and fish again. It gave me to understand that he was eager 
for his work, and had a proper sense of duty. j 

The wind now came in uncomfortable gusts. Other signs of 
fishing life showed themselves in oar neighbourhood. Punts 
were got ready, ripecks fixed for possession of a spot, and 
general preparations made. Small fish being again abundant, a 
move was made to the shallows, opposite the now defunct Orleans 
Club ground. There the same iuck followed—at first a few big 
fish, then nothing but dace and little roach. Spong, getting 
annoyed, said, ‘‘ As they have had bread all day, let’s give them 
some meat,” And, suiting the action to the word, he baited my 
line with gentles; the result was a dace, and then another and 
another. A shift of place and a return to breadcrumb brought 
more fair-sized fish, then small ones, and so the game rolled on 
in a similar way all the day. ’ 

On the shallows below I saw several diligent fly-fishers wading 
about, but to all appearance flogging the water in vain. There 
were leger-fishers also on the opposite side, fishing from the 
bank, standing in the cold, with hands in their pockets to keep 
them warm, and meditatively gazing in silent, bent attitude at the 
points of their rods, but waiting in vain. Spong laughingly said, 
‘“« They may wait there for six months, and not get a fish.” One 
man stood so long—so longingly gazing at the water—that I 
really began to wonder if he contemplated suicide. He did not, 
for I saw him take up his rod and move off without perpetrating 
any such rash and foolish deed. 

Of course, we had the usual supply of surge from steam 
launches and tugs. On one occasion we were broken from our 
moorings, As the day advanced, so did the windy gusts increase, 
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esses sss 
and they blew from ‘a’ the airts’’—from whatever direction they 


came, they were so disturbing as to make careful fishing a very 
difficult matter indeed. Another move took us_into a deep hole, 
which my boatman said was full of fish, and from which he had 
had many a big take. It was no use, kowever; the same fate 
followed--two or three fair fish, and then nothing but litue 
ones, 

By thistime I said, ‘‘ The water is rising,” and yet the current was 
good for our swim. Spong thought it due to fresh water coming 
down the river by reason of heavy rain above. It proved, how- 
ever, to be the tidal pressure from below. Gradually the river 
rose, and the fish “went off.’ ~The wind blew stiffer and in 
great gusts. It was amusing to witness the futile attempts of a 
lug-sail boat to pass us. Several times the helmsman came along- 
side, but the variable wind as often caused him to alter his 
course, necessitating a return to whence he came. His 
sailing pride had a fall—a heavy fall—when he was compelled to 
take to oars. 

The rising tide noted by Mr. Pertin was like the sound of the 
dinner bell. He knew that slack water was comparatively useless 
for our fishing, so he sent down his boat with a hot dinner for us, 
which was despatched a/ fresco with as much ‘‘gusto” as our 
breakfast. Dinner done, I went to work again, Spong saying, 
‘Never mind the baits if they come off. I am ready with plenty 
more,” and so he was. _ I fished as the tide flowed up, and caught 
an odd good fish now and then, little ones often. 

At this time I stopped to remark the magnificent river scene, 
with Richmond’s grand “ Star and Garter” in the distance outlined 
against the sky—now dark and gloomy by reason of a heavy rain 
cloud—again clear and bright, with a background of azure blue, 
set off by varied snow-white woolly clouds. The river I could 
not call peaceful, for the wind raged upon it. The banks, green 
and fertile, adorned with magnificent trees of many kinds, still 
wore their summer garb. Scarcely one showed the smallest.tint 
of autumnal change. The scene was grand, especially when lit 
up by the beams of the midday sun; yet, though his rays were 
warm, the day was bitterly cold. 

Now I donned my great coat, and felt all the better for it. 
Still fishing, I had the same luck. Change after change, even 
for a few feet, brought the same event. Soon as the evening 
shades prevailed we cast loose, and made for our original quarters 
in the back stream. I fished over ground which in the morning 
was dry land. The same fate followed—fair-sized fish at first and 
then only small fry. Then another change into deeper water and 
a stronger current was made, but not to advantage, and at last, 
after a return to our old quarters, I said to Spong, ‘I will follow 
ihe good old practice of ‘leaving off with a fish.’” This done, 
the punt was cast loose, andan end to my day’s fishing for roach 
accomplished, 

During one of our moves we saw the lost float. Spong tried 
1o catch it with his pole, but the attached fish was too quick for 
him, darting off at his approach. He thinks it was a barbel, and 
he means to have it yet, for he said that some one, whose name 
I do not remember, met with a similar accident, and a fortnight 
after himself recovered his own float, tackle, and fish attached 
thereto. 

So far I have made no mention of ground-bait. What Thames 
fisherman will not use it ? or can he get a decent catch without it ° 
In my case the big fish were had in each case almost before the 
ground-bait could reach the end of the swim. Plenty of small 
{fry followed—weak fry I might call them—easily deluded fry, 
abundant, and ready to seize any bait if ithad only the semblance 
of something to advantage. On the whole, I felt that the ground. 
baiting shared to a very considerable extent the spirit of Punch’s 
picture (July 26, 1862), illustrating ground~-baiting in the Thames, 
in which the angler—then not accustomed as we are at the 
present day to effusive advertisements of every kind, good, bad, 
and indifferent—is made to say, ‘‘It has occurred to me, Sam, 
that throwing in ground-bait is nothing more nor less than, as it 
were, a species of advertising.” 

Before I finish I must say that, inexperienced as I am in Thames 
fishing, observation did not fail me. 1 noted the perseverance of 
my boatman, his disinterestedness in attentions, and his unfailing 
and unflagging zeal. With him trouble was no object. If I had 
ene change, as circumstances above indicate, jifteen is below the 
mark, and as for baiting, it seemed as if his whole soul was on 
pleasing his client and doing his utmost for him. 

As I have said, lam no ‘“ bottom-fisher,” yet here, as a com- 
parative youngster at the work, when I finished I had a bag of 
12 lb. of roach, three and half dozen dace, all Thames Preserva- 
tion size; but to count the multitude of small fish that were 
returned neither my man nor I took the. formidable trouble. 
Having paid Mr. Perrin his most moderate charge, 
he kindly drove me to the train, and although I waited half-an- 
hour at Richmond I was at home by 8.15 p.m. 

What can I say more, than that I have not spent a more en- 
joyable day in my life? 





RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 


Wita Descriprions oF ITs FISHERIES. 


By SrepcE WILLow. 


No. 12—RvyEe HovseE. 


PERE is a very good fishery between Broxbourne and Rye 

House ; but, like several others that I have mentioned, it is 
now in private hands, and must be passed over as a closed water. 
Its present name is ‘‘ The Dobb’s Weir Fishery ”’; it has also been 
known as.‘‘The Swamp and High Bank Fishery,” but I think the 
majority of Lea anglers use the sign of the old-fashioned little 
inn that stands on the towing-path, and, when speaking of the 
water, call it simply ‘‘ The Fish and Eels.” 

Mrs..Cook, the worthy landlady of the said Fish and Eels, has 
let the fishing to some five or six gentlemen at an annual rental, 
and I suppose she is the best judge of her own business. It 
appears, however, to_be the general opinion that by so doing she 
has lost the custom of a great many regular visitors at the house, 
and it is thought that with proper supervision the fishery would 
have been more remunerative had it been continued as an ordinary 
subscription water. 
not concern us, and the fishery, being now a private one, a 
description of it is not needed.- 

The Rye House Fishery begins about half a mile above the 
Fish and Eels. We are walking on the towing-path, anda 
meadow, onthe opposite side of the river, with a single oak 
growing in the middle of it, marks the commencement of the 
water. The meadow is known as Oak Tree Field, and the fence 
below the tree is the boundary. The first portion of the water is 
rather weedy, but a good many jack lie about it, and perch will 


be found all along the other side right up to the Tumbling Bay: — 


Just past an old piece of fencing there will be seena large, round 
willow bush growing partly in the water; this is a famous spot 
for the perch. ‘Thirty yards past the willow bush there is a good 
roach swim on this side, and a little further up is another. Then 
there are seven or eight trees growing close to the water on the 
opposite bank ; under these trees perch are nearly always to be 
found. Just past the furthest tree there is a good roach swim on 
this side of the river; and all along by the old piles that will be 
seen at the edge of the towing-path should be fished with worm 


or minnow for perch. A bed of rushes on the opposite bank is a — 


certain haunt for jack, but to fish it comfortably a boat is re- 
quired. From the lower boundary of the water up to this point 
the angler must be careful where he throws his line in; the 


bottom isin many places one mass of candock weed, and if once 
the hook gets fixed in one of those tough stems he may say good ~ 


bye to some portion of his tackle. 


It is opposite the ditch by the willow plantation that the best 


swims begin, and from there up to the lock there is a good 
bottom all the way, and many first-rate swims are indicated by 
the worn places on the towing-path. 
where the back-water joins the Navigation River, some hurdles 
will be seen coming down to the water’s edge; these mark the 


boundary of a small piece of private land belonging to Mr. — 


Parrish, of Low Hill. The one bank only, from the hurdles — 
round to the Tumbling Bay, is his, and I believe he reserves it 
entirely for his own fishing. a 

We are now at Ratty’s Lock. Old Ratty has been dead some 
five or six years, but the lock is still known by his name. We 
cross the little bridge, and, following the footpath round the back — 
of the lock-keeper’s garden, we arrive at the weir. This place 


should be well fished. Above the weir, outside the timbers that 


prevent boats from running into danger, there are always jack _ 
lying about, and, looking down-stream, there is a capital chub — 


hole under the second willow on the right-hand bank. An 
occasional trout is taken here, and I should say there must be 
some barbel in the water below the weir. Having passed over 
the weir, we find ourselves on the towing-path of the Stort, which. 


enters the Lea at this point. The Rye House Fishery extendsup 
the Stort as far as the lock. There is a good bottom almostany- — 
where in this little river, and it contains plenty of roach, dace, — 
perch, and chub; there are also many jack, but they are generally — 


very small. We will now retrace our steps, and get back to the 
towing-path of the Lea again. vi 
Round about the lock perch and jack should be sought, and in 
the first bend above there is a good roach swim, that can only be 
reached with a long rod. Just this side of the Railway Bridge 
are several noted roach swims, and a few yards fast the Railway 
Bridge, outside the bed of weeds on the opposite bank, is a very 
deep hole, good for fish of all kinds, but more especially famous 
for chub. Sixty yards above the Railway Bridge, at the corner of 
the fence on the towing-path side, is the celebrated Half-moon 
! 
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Swim ; this is a first-rate place for roach, and twenty yards past it 
is another swim nearly as good. There is also a deep chub hole 
on the other side of the bend, right opposite the Half-moon 
Swim. Two more good roach swims will be found on the towing- 
path just here; one is close to the second double telegraph post, 
and the other is about twenty yards further up. The water on 
this side now gets shallow, and the other bank is better until we 
arrive opposite the gardens. Here are three well-known swims, 
known as the Cottage Swim, the Gate Swim, and the Bridge 
Swim ; these three are very rarely vacant. 

The water now is all fishable and good. Many heavy baskets 
of roach and perch are taken from the gardens; but if we once 
get over that side of the water the attractions of the place may 
prove too mucn for us, so we will keep to the towing-path, and 
defer our sight-seeing until we have finished with the fishing. 

Passing the bridge, we walk on until we reach the watercress 
beds. Here are two small culverts, where the water from the 
watercress beds flows off into the river, and roach will always be 
found between these two outlets. There is another roach swim 
ten yards further on, and twenty yards past that is also a good 
place for roach. Back against the railway fence are two little 
huts, in which the watercress pickers take shelter from the rain; 
in a line with these huts isa deep hole that contains some fine 
chub, and against the double telegraph post is another. In the 
next bend several good roach swims will be found, and then the 
river gets shallow for a short distance; it is deeper, however, on 
the other side. Thirty yards past the bend are two tolerably good 
swims, and there is a deep hole about half-way between this bend 
and thenext. Then shallow again until we get past Mr. Mason’s 
house, where two or three well-worn places appear at the edge of 
the towing-path. This is noted as October Hole, and is one of 
the best spots in the water for roach; above it is Black Pool, a 
well-known haunt for jack and perch. A horse-gate on the tow- 
ing-path marks the boundary of the water on this side, and the 
fence at the further end of Mr. Woodhouse’s meadow answers 
the same purpose on the other. 

The Rye House Fishery consists of at least three miles of 
capital water; and, with a generosity which speaks for itself, the 
proprietors—Messrs. J. Teale and Co.—have thrown the whole of 
it open to the public. The close times observed are the same as 
at any of the free waters of the Lea, and no restrictions whatever 
are placed upon any angler who chooses to fish here, nor is any fee 
demanded. I can concientiously recommend the fishing as being 
some of the best on the river; and, although the East-enders 
come down pretty thickly on Sundays and public holidays, the 
water will, like every part of the Lea, be found almost deserted 
on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays. The prices at the hotel 
are reasonable, everything is well served, and the cost of a dinner, 
tea, breakfast, bed, &c., is boldly placarded in the bar, so that 
the visitor knows beforehand exactly what his bill is likely to 
amount to. 

And now, I suppose, you think Iam _ going to give you a long 
historical account of the Rye House Plot and a graphic descrip- 
tion of the many curiosities and objects of interest that are to be 


_ seen at this remarkable old place. Well, it is not my intention to 


do anything of the kind. If you desire to know anything about 
the Rye House Plot, I must refer you to the “ History of England,” 
and ask you to read the events of the year 1683; if you do not 
possess a ‘‘ History of England,” then the best thing you can do 
is to procure from Messrs. Teale and Co. one of their sixpenny 
guide-books to ‘‘ Nether Hal! and the Mysteries of Rye House.” 
Here the details of the Plot and the description of the place are 
given ina far better manner than I could hope to give them, and the 
author has evidently taken considerable troubleto elucidate the facts 
of the case from those works most likely to throw any light upon 
the subject. If I were to attempt to tell you anything about it, 
I should only copy from this interesting guide, and (I had better 
confess it) I was obliged to refer to it in order to find out when 
the Rye House Plot actually took place. 

There are some magnificent gardens and _pleasure-grounds 
surrounding the house, and an angler can take his wife and 
children to this fishery with the greatest satisfaction. All he has 
to do is to see them safely into the precincts of the hotel, and 
leave them there. They will find so much to interest and amuse 
them that he will be able to enjoy his fishing quite as much as 
if he had left them at home. 

(Zo be continued.) 








_MR. SLATER’S NEW PATENT COMBINATION 
NOTTINGHAM AND ORDINARY REEL. 


VWJE are glad to see that the above most excellent winch, 


which we referred to recently as being one of the best 
new things shown at the Exhibition, has been awarded a First 
Class Prize Medal at the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society’s 
Show at Falmouth. 


FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 
(Continued from page 475.) 


Hak overcome the difficulty of throwing the fly, the 


angler will now look out for a fish on the rise, and he will 
wait quietly till he sees this repeated, at any rate, two or three 
times, in the same place. He must especially avoid treading 
heavily on the ground, as this alarms trout more than anything 
else. The best position for the first attempt will be over a fish 
rising some eight or ten yards up-stream from the angler, at an 
angle of about 45 degrees, from the line of the bank on which he 
stands—that is,-so that he has to cast neither straight up-stream 
nor across, but half-way between the two. Let him keep as far 
from the water and as much out of sight of the fish as possible, 
and with this latter view it will often be found advisable to kneel 
instead of standing upright. When kneeling more care is required 
to prevent the line in the backward extension from touching the 
ground. The object now is to throw the fly as lightly as possible 
so that it may fall on the water some 2 or 3 feet above the spot 
where the fish was last seen to rise, and it should then float down 
over its nose. The eye should be kept on the fly as it comes 
down, when, if the fish is seen to come at it, my advice is, don’t 
strike. This I always think is an expression indicating a great 
deal too much violence, and which has caused the loss of more 
fish than any other mistake which can. be committed; but raise 
sligh'ly the point of the rod, keeping the fingers of the right 
hand carefully off your line—a caution always necessary, at any 
rate, with a stiff rod, and.which our Editor often refers to as 
‘striking from the reel.” If the fish refuses the fly, then 
successive casts are to be made, till it e’ther leaves off rising or 
till you think it advisable to change the fly. Between each cast 
the fly is, of course, dried as previously described. If, however, 
on raising the point of the rod the fish is found to be hooked, the 
subsequent proceedings depend on its behaviour. It will very 
probably make a rush, and take out more or less line, which must 
beat first freely given; but should it approach the angler, he must 
as quickly as possible take in all slack line by turning the rod 
ree] upwards, and winding in, and, if necessary, by making a few 
steps backwards from the edge of the water. Should it come in 
under the bank the point of the rod must be held out so as to 
keep the fish away, or it may get under roots and become en- 
tangled. Under any circumstances, the top of the rod must 
always be kept well up, but not back over the shoulder, which 
salmon-fishers call ‘‘ giving the butt.” No such violence is 
necessary. It should be held up just enough to keep the elastic 
spring of the top of the rod always telling on the fish, and no 
more. With hand on the reel, any slack should be immediately 
wound in, but the handle must be held lightly so that any sudden 
rush of a strong fish will not be checked for the first few minutes. 
If a fish springs out of the water, drop the point of the roda 
foot or so as he does so, and recover it immediately that he is 
down again, otherwise he will be lost. Keep opposite the fish as 
much as possible, and try to steer him clear of weeds. As his 
struggles begin to grow weaker he may be drawn quietly in 
towards the bank down-stream; buf never hurry a good fish, nor 
let him see the landing-net till he shows exhaustion by beginning 
to turn on his side. Then, the line being shortened in, so that 
with the rod in the right hand and the fingers now holding the 
line against the rod, the fish can be brought close in to the bank; 
with your left hand take the landing-net off its suspending strap, 
and quietly put it into the water below the fish (¢.e., down-stream), 
draw him over the edge of it, and lift him out. Kill him witha 
blow on the hack of the head with the landing-net -handle as he 
lies on his side on the bank. This is easy when there is a joint 
in the handle, and finally extract the fly from his mouth with the 
disgorger. 

I have said that a fish at an angle of 45 degrees or so from 
the bank is the most easy position for a beginner. This is because 
that in such a case it is easier to throw the fly so that the last 
yard or two of the foot-line shall not come down on the water too 
near the fish, and in floating down the fly is not so much 
dragged out of its course by the stream. A fish rising onthe 
further side of a stream at such a distance that the angler can 
stand nearly opposite to him is still more easy to cast over, but 
then the drag on the fly caused by the action of the stream 
on the rest of the line often gives it an unnatural appearance and 
prevents a fish from taking it. Fish, however, rising close to 
either bank generally take the fly more readily than those out in 
the open, so the. difficulties in casting over them must be over- 
come. In fishing for a trout rising close to the bank on the 
angler’s side of the river, light casting is the main consideration, 
as the line has to fall nearly or quite over the nose of the fish. 
The best plan is, I think, to cast as quickly as possible after the 


‘rise of the trout, as the disturbance in the water thereby caused 


makes him less liable to see or feel the falling line. The nearer 
to his nose the fly falls the more likely he is to take it; but if the 
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angler can get a little to one side of the fish—that is, not quite in 
a straight line behind him—he will be able to throw his fly so that 
the gut has not-to fall on or over it, and then, if the fly be care- 
fully cast a foot or two in advance, it will float down nicely, and 
probably be taken. The point of the rod should, of course, be 
gradually raised as the line comes down after the cast, and no 
greater length of line than is absolutely required should be used. 
These two rules should be observed always in up-stream fishing. 
The angler should, by the bye, frequently examine his fly to see 
that the hook has not been bent or broken—he may even find it 
missing altogether. 

Wind may sometimes render it impossible to cast up-stream. 
In this case, fish that are rising well may be taken by standing, 
or, better still, kneeling, as far as possible above them, and then, 
with a very long line, casting short, and allowing the fly to float 
down to them. By casting short, I mean letting the fly fall on the 
water before lowering the point of the rod much, so that when it 
is gradually lowered the fly floats down to its destination to the 
full extent of the line. In fishing down in this way the angler 
must be more especially careful not to strike too suddenly ; should 
he do so, the hook will nearly always be pulled out of the mouth 
of the fish. 

With a few words on casting against wind and one or two other 
little matters, I hope to conclude these hints on trout-fishing in 
your next week’s paper. Bey. C.ioe 


(To be continued.) 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SGCIETY. 

At the pegged~down match at Wraysbury eighteen members competed. 
Five only got fish. Mr. Bryant, first; Mr. F. Plumstead, second; Mr. W. 
Lake, third ; Mr. J. Robinson, jun., fourth ; and Mr. Marshall. Mr. Harding 
weighed in roach and dace from the Lea. Mr. Squire, one jack, 5 1b. 1 oz. ; 
Mr. Partrick, from the Thames, one barbel, 2 Ib. 7 oz. roach, 5 lb. 75 0z., and 
one dace; Mr. Dwelley, roach, 2 lb. 25 0z. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of £1 1s., 
annual subscription from J. H. Edwards, Esq., of Leyton Road, Stratford 
New Town, E. Thereis to be a smoking concert at the Cherry Tree, Kings- 
land Road, on Wednesday, October 31, 1883, in aid of the funds 
of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. Anglers and friends are cordially 
invited to attend. G. H. Wood, Esq. (Hoxton Brothers), chairman; T. 
Crumplen, Esq. (Gresham A. S.), vice-chairman, Chair taken precisely at 
9 p.m.—R. GHUBNEY, sec. 








BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A few of our members were out cn the 30th ult., but, owing to the bad 
weather, had very pocr takes. Mr. G. Anstiss had a beautiful roach, from 
Richmond, going 1 lb. 5 oz., besides a few others; Mr. H. Ford, dace; Mr. 
C. Hedges, roach and dace; Mr. H. Martin, ditto, all from Richmond. Mr. 
J. Lant’s prize will be fished for at Taplow, on the 7thinst. All members to 
return by the 6.11 train from Taplow. All fish to be weighed before leaving 
Taplow.—A, SAmpsoN, hon. sec. 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 30th ult. the members of the above society competed for six valuable. 
prizes, at Pangbourne ; conditions being, pegged down, tight line fishing onlyf 
‘The weather turned out most boisterous, and it required a certain amount o. 
consideration after the numbers were drawn whether we should unpack or not 
After satisfying the inner man we determined to commence, when we found it 
the greatest difficulty imaginable to hold the roach pole out. I may add that 
our fellows fished on like heroes with the following result: Canton, 1; 
Chambers, 2; Bentley, 3; Palmer, 4; Barber, 5; Elliott and Mindeon tieing 
for the 6th prize. Our worthy host, Mr. Humberstone, accompanied us on 
this occasion. May every angler, when the cold winds blow by the river, have 
as good a physician to prescribe for him.—E. C. 

CAXTON ANGLING CLUB. 

The annual dinner and distribution of prizes took place on Saturday evening 
last at the Club Room, White Swan Inn, Beccles. Dinner was placed upon 
the table at 6.30 p.m., when thirty members and friends sat down, and did 
ample justice to the capital spread prepared by the worthy host and hostess. 
The table having been cleared, the distribution of prizes commenced at eight 
o’clock, the secretary, Mr. C. W. Bumstead, occupying the chair, and Mr. J. 
Hooker the vice-chair, After reading the balance-sheet, the chairman pro- 
ceeded to distribute the prizes, which are given below. The vice-chair then 
proposed the toast, ‘* Success to the Waveney and Oulton Fisheries Preserva- 
tion Society,’? and in doing so remarked that the society had done a great 
deal in the preservation of the waters, and the success which attended the mem- 
bers of this club when angling was mainly due to this society. Upon looking 
at the report, he fancied that they had exceeded something like £20 more than 
the receipts for the past year, and the society urged that, unless immediate 
funds were forthcoming, they would in a short time be unable to continue the 
preservation of the river. He had in his hand a subscription list, which he hoped 
the members of this club would respond to very liberally. He found that the 
Caxton Angling Club were very near being the highest subscription last yearfrom 
Beccles, and he should this year like to sea it at the top of the list. The past 
season had not been so successful as regards the weight of fish weighed in,owing 
to unfavourable days on which the club matches were held; but, although we 
had not been so successful as could be wished, he knew there were fish in the 
river from his own observation, and he also had it upon good authority that 
there were plenty of good fish in the river. After passing the subscription list 
round the room, the sum of £1 17s, was promised, and this sum would, no 
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doubt, be considerably augmented. It is needless to add that this toast was — 
drank with great enthusiasm. The toast of ‘‘The Caxton Angling Club"’ was 
next responded to most heartily, as was also the health of the secretary, com= — 
mittee, and outside subscribers, also the health of the host and hostess for 
catering in such capital style. Various other toasts and songs were the order 
of the evening, and, after spending a most enjoyable evening, the meeting dis- 
persed at 11 pm. The following were the principal prize takers, the weight 
representing the total of our competition. The first three winners of last year 
were handicapped respectively 3 lb., 21b., 1 1b. :—First prize, Mr. J. Hooker, 
10 1b. 43 oz. (hendicap 2lb.) ; second prize, Mr. Peachey, 7 lb. 54 02. ; third prize, 
Mr. Upcraft, 6 1b. 10 0z. ; fourth prize, Mr. Rushmere, 6 lb. 8{ 02. ; filth prize, 
Mr. Chase, 9]b. 44.02. (handicap 31b); sixth prize, Mr. Ulph, 61b, 145 02, 
(handicap 11b.); seventh prize, Mr. Holland, 51b. 60z.; eighth prize, Mr. 
Lee, 5lb, 220z.; ninth prize, Mr. Bloomfield, 5 lb. 0} oz. ; tenth prize, Mr. 
Block, 41b. 20z. Mr. C. Chase took the special prize of 5s. for the largest 
fish of the season, a roachweighing 1 1b. 7} 0z.—WAVENEY ANGLER. 


CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON ANGLERS. 
The next delegate meeting will take place on Friday, Oct. 12th. Delegates 
are particularly requested to attend.—J. F1rou, sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. . 

A dozen of our members were pegged-down on the 3oth ult., in the associa 
tion water, at Weybridge, to fish for the secretary’s prizes, viz., a gold pin and 
a copper kettle; and we had a rough time of it. Mr. Plumstead, sen., and 
Mr. J. Davis were the winners. The takes were very small. Mr. Nitz weighed 
in a good show of bream and roach, from Palborough.—CAs. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

_ On September 30th the trays were well filled with a good display of fish, the 
prizes being all taken. Mr. J. C. Innes headed the list with a splendid take of 
roach, bream, and barbel, weighing together 22 1b.; Mr. R. Banfield, second, 
with 8 lb. 13 oz. of roach and dace; Mr. W. Maslin, third, with 6 1b. 7 oz. of 
roach and dace; Mr. L. Boisseau, fourth, with 5 lb. 3 oz. of pike and bream ; 
Mr. E. Wilson, fifth, with 21b. 7 0z. of roach; Mr. A. Epps, sixth, with 2 Ib. 
40z. of roach; Mr. Hodges, bream, 1 1b. 4 oz. On October Ist, Messrs. J. 
C., Speed and E, Withers, bream and barbel. - Next prizes _to be fished for on 
October 7th, presented by Messrs, S. Veaser, Turner, and Holland. All fish to 
weigh gross weight; all members to start by first train in the morning ; any mem« 
ber starting by the last train on the previous night will be barred from weighin 
in fish for prizes. It is requested that all members shou'd attend on Thursday 
next for important business.—E. WILSON, sec. 





COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Some of the members of the above society went out on the 3oth ult., to 
various places, but, owing to the extreme boisterous weather that prevailed, 
the takes of fish were not very large. Mr. Stead, fishing at Uxbridge, secured 
some very nice roach, several of which scaled nearly 1 1b, each.—O. REEVES, 
sec, 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a capital show of fish at our club on the 3oth ult. The following 
weighed in:—Mr. Bonnick, roach, dace, and bream; Mr. Maybury, roach, 
dace, and bream; Mr. G. Bates, roach and dace; Mr. Grainger, bream atd 
jack, one bream 4 lb. 8 o:.; Mr. Haines, three nice carp.—R. Murray. 





GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS. 

Owing to the rough weather on the 3oth ult., we had a poor show of fish. 
Mr. Baker hadroach, Messrs. Dingley and Theobald dace, J. K. Fitch perch, J. 
Fitch some fine dace, the three heaviest weighing just under 21b.—J. Fivon, 
sec. , 

GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the weekly meeting of this society, held at Mason’s Hall Tavern, E.C., 
on Tuesday last, the chair was taken by Dr.‘Defriez, who was warmly congratu- 
lated by the members on his recovery froma severe and prolonged illness. The 
minutes of the previous meeting having been read and duly confirmed, the chairs 
man called on Mr. Crumplen to read the paper he had promised in response to 
request of the society, on ‘* How to Re-stock our Rivers.’’ This paper havin 
been read to a large audience at the Westminster Aquarium, and fully reporte 
in the FisHinc GAzETT# and other papers, it will be unnecessary to repeat 
pacticulars, Suffice it that it was well received, and an interesting discussion 
followed, in which the chairman, Dr. Brunton, Mr, J. Callaghan, Captain 
Alfred, Mr. G. Gathercole, Mr. C. 8. Bentley, Mr. E. Chambers, and Mr, A, 
W. Parker took part. In reply toa hearty vote of thanks, Mr. Crumplen 
replied to one or two queries raised inthe discussion, and pointed out that 
experience proved beyond doubt that with reasonable care many varieties of © 
our freshwater fish could be, and had been, successfully cultivated. We 
undeistand that Mr. Crumplen has undertaken to read the paper again, with 
sundry additions, before the Cavendish Angling Society, the date to be 
announced later on. Mr.C. S. Bentley, F.R.M.S., F.S.A., will shortly read 
a paper at the Gresham, ‘‘Sundry Suggestions in Reference to Fish 
Culture,’’ which is intended as a supplement to the paper read on Tuesday last, 
and will doubtless treat of a number of minor points of great interest and im- 
portance, not ordinarily dealt with. Mr. J. Callaghan and Mr. G. Gathercole 
urged the desirability of the society renting a good water, and it was understood 
that one or two pieces were about to be visited with that view. Dr. Defriez 
having to leave early, the chair was afterwards occupied by Mr, G. Gathiercole, — 
and a cordial vote of thanks was passed to them for presiding. Among the 
visitors present, in addition to Messrs, Ghurney and Morgan (the latter of whom 
recently met with a severe accident), were Mr, G. E. Walker, secretary 
Stanley Anglers; Messrs. E. Chambers and W. Lee, of the Cavendish; 
and Messrs. C. Green and J. Barnes, of the Izaak Walton. After the formal 
business, the usual musical selections followed, in which several members and 
visitorsassisted, the ** National Anthem”’ bringing this very pleasant evening to 
aclose. The committee will be glad to receive the name of any member of 
the society, or otherwise, who may be willing to read a paper before the society — 
on any angling topic. Mr. Crumplen will also be glad to receive subscriptions — 
for the testimonial to Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, or to the fund being raised to 
defend the right of angling in the Norfolk Broads. Letters may be addressed 
to him, at Masons’ Hall Tavern, E.C., and all contributions will be immediately 
acknowledged. ‘ 





HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On the 27th ult, Mr, Aldridge had thirty roach, weighing together61b; 123 oz. 


Ocr. 6, 1883] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


491 





from private water ; and on October 2nd Mr. Alder, thirteen roach, 34 lb., and 
twenty-seven dace, 3 1b. 2 oz., from Richmond.—ARrGvs. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

On Saturday Jast, the 29th ult., the fourteenth annual dinner of this societ 
took place at the Pied Bull, St. Margaret’s, and proved a great success. Owing 
to the unfavourable state of the weather our members did not meet so numer- 
ously as anticipated, but a good number sat down toa most excellent repast, 
provided by Mr. Lyndsell in his very best style. The chair was most 
efficiently sustained by Mr. Sampson, whose geniality and accomplishments 
greatly contributed to the pleasures of the occasion, while Mr. Edward Wheat- 
ley fully maintained his reputation as vice-chairman. The customary loyal 
and patriotic toasts, together with the toast of the evening, ‘‘ Success to the 
Highbury Angling Society,’’ were duly given and responded to, which were 
followed by several capital songs anc recitations by the company. Several of 
the party took up their quarters at the hotel and in the neighbourhood for the 
night, in the hope of enjoying some sport among the finny tribe on the follow- 
ing day, and I am pleased to record as the result a capital show of roach and 
dace, the most successful being Messrs. S. Howell, E. Wheatley, E. Ricketts, 
and the secretary. Mr. Anthony, who was unavoidably absent from the dinner, 
also weighed in some capital roach from the Roden.—JAs. Ep, WHEATLEY, 
sec. 

HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. 8. Mead, the proprietor of the Cherry Tree, Kingsland Road, Shore- 
ditch, has generously promised a series of extra special prizes of 5s. each for the 
heaviest weight of any fish on each Sunday, for twelve successive Sundays, to 
commence on October 7. Cash to be paid over on the following Thursdays, 
and also two special prizes of £1 each for the first and second heaviest weights 
in one day during the same twelve weeks. .Members to sign on Saturday nights 
according to rule.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Although the 30th ult. was such a boisterous day, several members were out 
trying their luck at the waterside, but only one met with any success; that 
was Mr. A. Bass, who had a tray of nice roach from the Lea. 
will give a box of cigars for the heaviest weight of roach taken on any day 
from Wednesday, October roth, to Wednesday, November 7th. Mr. G. 
Riches will give a rod for the second heaviest weight taken in the same time. 
—H. B. 





LITTLE INDEPENDENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had not much of a show on the 3oth ult. The following members 
weighed in :—Mr. B. Graham, roach and jack; Mr. Petrie, roach, dace, and 
gudgeon; Mr. E. Atkins, roach; Mr. ¥. Hurwood, roach; Mr. W. Welch, 
dace and roach. On Monday, Oct. 8th, we have a general return on the 
Central List. We shall be glad to give a hearty welcome to all visiting 
brothers. On Oct. 14th we fish for a series of prizes. Any water.—W. Brown, 


sec. — 
2 MARYLEBONE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In answer to the secretary of the above society, I beg to say he has made 
several very grave mistakes. In the first place, he says the witness ‘‘ for the 
accusation ’’—it should have been ‘‘ for the defence ’?—was asked if he was 
certain W. Nye baited the hook, his answer was, ‘‘The same man who caught 
the dace baited the hook while W. Nye was erin and caught the perch, but 
was woke up by his father to land it.”” That was his answer, and plain enough 
to all but a few. He says W. Nye was expelled by ballot. Quite correct, and 
the voting showed the feeling of the club. He says secretary, chairman, and vice- 
chairman had no vote, and one member did not vote. Vice-chairman has a vote, 
and did vote, and if all had voted the majority would have been larger still. He 
goes on to say W. Nye has many members in his favour, That was shown by six 
voting for him. He says he has been proposed again. Quite correct, but with 
very little chance of being re-elected. He goes on to say the witness ‘‘ for the 
accusation ’’—he means witness ‘‘ for the defence’’—got it rather hot during 
his cross-examination, and threw up his card on to the table.’ He certainly 
did, after being abused by the party who called him asa witness; but recon. 
sidered his resignation, as every member understood but the secretary and the 
accused, it seems. He says he brought some fish to weigh. He did, and they 
_ were duly weighed, and not a word said against them. He goes on to say he 
wishes ‘* Hotspur’’ would be more firm, Iam only doing my duty to my club 
and acting up to the rules by bringing such things before the club; it is the 
duty of any member, if he is an honest member, to do the same. He says, 
What use is money and misery? What use is peace without honesty? says 

HOorTspur. 
oe can insert no more correspondence on this matter. It is much better 
to keep these club squabbles private, as they do not interest the general body 
of anglers.—ED. ] 
PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Upwards of roo anglers and their friends visited this society on the 2nd, the 
date appointed as the most convenient for the society to receive the visit from 
the members of the South London United. Mr. Brodie presided, assisted by 
Mr. Matthews, Page, and Duke. The concert commenced at 8.30 sharp. The 
following gentlemen contributed towards the amusement of the evening :— 
Mr. White, ‘‘ Ehren on the Rhine ;’’ Mr. Davis, A.H., ‘¢ Old Arm Chair ’’; Mr. 
Stidolph, P.B., ‘* Tit Bits”’; Mr. G. George, S.S., “ Lather and Shav’ em’’; 
Mr. Minard, P.B., ‘‘ Launch the Lifeboat’’?; Mr. R. Smith, A.P., Comic 
song; Mr. W. Page, P.B., ‘When Jack Comes Home’’; Mr. Wright, 
S.S., ‘ The Village Snob’’; Mr. Jesse Parsons, ‘‘TI will never marry again ”’; 
Mr. Duke, ‘‘ Ike Pykie’’;- ‘‘ Sailor,’? “* The Masher’? ; Mr, Spencer, ‘* Wed. 
ding Day’; Mr. J. Parsons, ‘‘Emancipation Day’’; Mr. Jones, ‘* The 
Showman ; ’? Mr. Adams and friends, selection on violin. The whole was 
brought to a close at 11.30 with ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne,’’ and the sincere thanks of 
Mr. Brodie, as president of the society, to all those who had attended there 
thatevening. ‘The next visiton the list is The Wellington, Hill Street, 
Walworth.—Pixig, 


PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

There was a good attendance of members on Monday evening to welcome 
the competitors in the roach competition from the Thames. Mr. Blamey was 
the first to arrive from Shepperton, and although he had a good bag of roach 
much above the Thames standard, only one fish exceeded the standard of 6 oz., 
and weighed 1 lb. 1 oz. ; he also showed one barbel, 3 lb. 6 oz., and two chub, 
2 1b. 13 oz. Dr. Brunton showed 3 1b. 6 oz. of roach fishing with Spong, of 
Twickenham, and won the first prize of £3 3s. Mr. Foreman showed 21b. 11 oz. 
of roach from Bray, and won the second prize of £22s, Mr. Beesley, 1lb. 74 oz. 


Mr. G. Rolt 


from Goring, and Mr. Huggett, one perch, 1 lb., from Sonning. Several 
others also competed, but did not catch any sizeable fish. The next competi- 
tion for pike from the Thames will take place on Monday, the 15th instant.— 
Jie Les 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Two of the members of the above society, Messrs. Buck (the president) and 
R. Barns, were out on Thursday last in the vicinity of Midhurst, jack fishing, 
when the latter managed, after a long tussle, to land a fine fish, in excellent 
condition, weighing over 18 1b. It was exhibited in the club-room the same 
evening, and is to be set up. There is nothing particular to record further than 
the salt-water anglers have been committing rare havoc among the whiting, cole, 
pout, and bass. The committee are now making arrangements for the winter 
session, and papers are already promised by Messrs, Tranter, Bracey, and 
Dyer.—DAGGERWooD. 


Q INN ANGLING SOCIETY, STALYBRIDGE. 

On Saturday afternoon last the members of this club met for the purpose of 
holding their closing contest for the expiring season. Pending the completion 
of the society’s new reserve at ‘* Bury mi Wick,’’ the contest was held in the 
reservoir belonging to Mr. Samuel Garside, of the Gatefield Hotel, Ashton-~ 
under-Lyne, and kindly lent by him for the occasion. The time allotted to 
sport having expired, the members returned to their club-house in Grosvenor 
Street, Stalybridge. Mr. W. Jackson, the president, assisted by Mr. J. Birch, 
the vice-president, distributed the prizes to the ‘successful contestants in the 
afternoon’s proceedings in the following order :—-1st, W. Jackson; 2nd, W. 
Abrahams ; 3rd, W. Wardle ; 4th, H. Abrahams; 5th, D. Shaw. Mr. Wardle, 
the hon. secretary, in giving his annual statement, regarding the competitions 
for prizes for foreign fish—fish caught in free waters more than five miles from 
the club-house—dnring the past year, complimented the members upon their 
endeavours to secure the prizes as evidenced by the goodly number of fish 
weighed in. Out of the eight classes in which prizes were offered, members 
had been successful in carrying off prizes in six of those classes. He stimulated 
the members to use greater exertions in the ensuing season, when, he was 
enabled to say, the prizes would be considerably enhanced in value and amount. 
He concluded by giving the following statement of the winners of the several 
prizes in the classes enumerated:—D. Shaw, perch, 1 lb. 4 oz. (July 12, 
Dunham-on-Trent); T. Abrahams, roach, 11 oz. 7 dwts. (July 21, Glasson 
Dock) ; D. Shaw, eel, 1 lb. 5 oz. (July 12, Dunham); H. Abrahams, chub, 
2lb. 20z., bream, 14 0z. (Aug. 21, Dunham); J. Tasker, flounder, 74 oz. (July 
24, Torksey.) During the evening the president announced that the new 
reservoir for the club would be ready for use next season, and that it was now 
being stored with fish, and that from intimations which had been conveyed to 
him an influx of members might*be anticipated. The usual votes of thanks 
terminated a most enjoyable day’s proceedings.—W. WARDLE, hon. sec. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

Messrs. Hotham, Chantry, Marsh, Dodd, Arnsby, and several others visited 
St. Margaret’s on the 3oth ult., but, owing to the rough weather that pre- 
vailed, they never saw a fish of their own catching, and very few others. Iam 
requested to return the sincere thanks of the society, and especially those of 
Mr. J. Hotham, to Mr. Francis J. Dale, for his prize of two gallons of pickles, 
which has been received. At the special meeting held on the 3rd inst. it was 
decided that the prizes not taken on the 3oth ult. be competed for at Sunbury, 
onthe 14th inst. To fish from Sunbury Lock to Walton Bridge on towing- 
path side.—PIXIE. 


ROYAL BERKS SEED ESTABLISHMENT ANGLING ASSO- 
; CIATION, 
EXCURSION TO STREATLEY’ AND GORING. 

On Saturday last the members of this association, numbering about seventy, 
started by the 11.28 a.m. train to Goring to fish that picturesque part of the 
Thames for a couple of valuable prizes offered by Mr. M. J. Sutton, and, not- 
withstanding a continuous downpour of rain in the after part of the day, a fair 
lot of fish were taken. At seven o'clock the whole of the number were enter- 
tained by Messrs. Herbert and A. W. Sutton to a substantial tea provided by 
Host Gardener at the Bull Inn, Streatley, and that gentleman is evidently well 
acquainted with the appetites of those accustomed to engage in the piscatorial 
art. After doing full justice to the hospitality thus liberally provided, the 
several takes were brought in for weighing and inspection, Mr. J. Adey carrying 
off the specimen prize for pike, Master H. Tomkins securing the prize for 
gross weight. Some well-chosen remarks from Mr. Herbert Sutton and Mr, 
A. W. Sutton, and a capital song from Mr. A. W. Earley, were followed by 
Mr. J. P. Jones proposing a vote of thanks to the Messrs. Sutton, while Mr. J. 
Adey proposed the health of the ladies. The latter was ably seconded by Mr. 
Atter in a humorous little speech, and concluded a most enjoyable evening. 


SOUTH LONDON UNITED. 

The match of the thirteen clubs on the visiting list of the South London 
United came off at St. Margaret’s on the 30th ult., but owing to a coid change 
of wind, the fish were conspicuous only by reason of their absence, The first 
prize was won by Mr. Powell, of the Anchor and Hope; the second by Mr. D. 
Davis, of the same society; the third by Mr. Beard, of the Peckham Brothers ; 
and fourth by Mr. Freeman, United Brothers, Deptford. I have to thank the 
host of the Red Lion, St. Margaret’s for kindly assisting to peg out the swims, 
more especially as it was raining hard at the time. In return I may say that 
any brother angler that may visit him will find that every attention is paid by 
Fred Tiongmate to ensure comfort, and his charges are moderate.—WM. 
ALLEN. 


STANLEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I regret that owing to the boisterous weather ’we have experienced the last few 
days, the fish registered at our society’sroom has been almost blank. At our 
ordinary meeting this evening considerable discussion ensued consequent upon 
the reading of a circular and other communications from Mr. J. Lark, of the 
Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, in reference to their action for the defence 
of angling rights in Norfolk and Suffolk waters, and it was unanimously re- 
solved to support them with a subscription, and also to place a list in the club- 
room to enable any members who might be desirous of doing so to contribute 
privately towards the fund ; and it was further resolved that one delegate should 
attend at the next meeting of the West Central Association with a view of 
urging upon all the London Angling Societies the extreme desirability of their 
affording the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society their combined support, both 
morally and in money contributions.—G. E. W. 

Oct. 3. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 





GENERAL REMARKS, 

The water began to rise again on Sunday last, after a fall of the previous 
day, and has risen considerably ; but on Wednesday morning it was going 
down, and left a little colour in it, which has somewhat cheered the spirits of 
the fishermen, and they are reckoning on good sport for their clients. The 
assistance which has been given to the river keepers by the Richmond fishermen 
during this season when the coarse fish are in such great demand, has been of 
a most praiseworthy character, and their services have been appreciated by the 
committee of the Thames Angling Preservation Society. There ought to be 
no more important allies to the preservation of the Thames Fishery than the 
fishermen themselves, and it is a source of much satisfaction to find that those 
at Richmond are distinguishing themselves in that manner. 


Richmond. 


There has been similar sport in this district as in the previous week, and the 
fishermen have been well employed. 


Twickenham. 


J. Dibbin, in one day, with Mr. Walker, 22 lb. weight of dace, and in three 
other days 30 lb. Pert Hammerton, in one day, with Mr. Williams nine dozen 
of roach and dace, and another day eight dozen. John Spongyin one day, 
with Mr. Ellis, eleven and a half dozen of roach and dace, in two other days 
twelve and a half dozen, and another day, with Dr. Brunton, 12 lb. of roach 
and four dozen of dace. Richard Moffat, in five days, thirty-seven dozen. 

Wind N.E., weather fine. We have been very busy, and have had some of 
the best takes of the season during this last week. Dr. Brunton, with Spong, 
took 12 lb. of good roach and four dozen fine dace one day, taking the pisca- 
torial first prize ; and on Thursday, with Mr. and Mrs. Ellis, cf the Old Hats, 
Ealing, 20 1b. of good fish, Mrs. Ellis taking six dozen fine fish with her own 
rod, Considering it was raining hard the whole day, we must chronicle her 
roach champion of the season. ‘‘ Our Foe,’’ with Mr. Walker, one day, 22 1b. 
of good fish; Pert Hammerton, Dicky Moffatt, Little Mouse, Uckrum, and 
the *‘ Man with the Lucks ”’ have all been fully employed by me duiing the 
week. ‘Tides suit well for whole days fishing next week, and those who want 
a good day’s fishing should write or wire at once, to prevent disappointment.— 
Two SAWYERS. 

Kingston. 

J: hn Johnson, sen., in four days, fifty-eight barbel, three chub, and fuur 
dozen of roach and dace. John Johnson, jun., in the same time, forty-five 
barbel, nine dozen of roach and dace, one brace of chub, seven perch, anda 
jack of 21b. J. Wilks, in two days, nine dozen of roach and dace and gudgeon, 
and four barbel. The Kingston bank anglers have been getting about seven 
dozen of roach, dace, and gudgeon in the day, with some good chub, barbel, 
bream and perch. The Surbiton rodsters have exceeded those at Kingston in 
regard to roach and dace by one dozen. 


Long Ditton. 

There is a return of last month’s sport amongst the barbel and other fish by 
H. and C. Buttery, making an aggregate total of one hundred and forty barbel 
two of them weighing respectively 84 lb. and 8} lb., with some good takes of 
roach, dace and gudgeon, 

East Moulsey. 

C. Stone, in three days, eighteen dozen of roach and dace, and five b 
the largest 6 1b. Thomas Davis, in three days, twenty-six dozen of saa 
dace, six dozen of gudgeon, and five barbel, John Smith, in one day, eighteen 
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barbel. Thomas Milbourn, on the 30th of September, caught a trout of 8 lb., 
whilst fishing for barbel at Hampton Court Bridge, which was returned to the 
river immediately afterwards by assistant river keeper William Milbourn. 
Sunbury. 
Edward Clarke and sons, in five days, twelve dozen of gudgeon, sixteen 


dozen of roach and dace, twelve barbel, one chub of 4? lb., and twelve brace «f — 


perch. Thomas and Alfred Stroud, in six days, twenty-two barbel, one brace 
of jack, six brace cf perch, eighteeen dozen of roach and dace, and six chub. 
In barbel fishing they have taken one trout of 6 lb. and another of 2 lb., both 
of which were put back again. 

Halliford. 


George Rosewell, one day, with Mr. Palmer, 48 lb. weight of bream, and 
six barbel ; another day, three barbel and two bream; another day, two dozen 
of roach and dace; and another day, 22 lb. of bream, barbel and roach. 


Shepperton- 

F. Purdue, in three days, nine dozen of gudgeon, four bream, three jack, and 
eighteen good roach. Mr. Brimner, with W. House, in one day, sixteen 
dozen of gudgeon, and four dozen of roach and dace. W. Rogerson, in one 
day, five dozen of roach and dace. 
and twochub. J. Smeath, in six days, three jack, four chub, three bream, 
fourteen dozen of roach and dace, and six dozen of gudgeon. 


Weybridge. 
Herbert Curr, in one day, four dozen of roach and dace, and a perch of 
23-1b 2 
24-1b, . 
Chertsey- 


Mr, A. Jacobs, with James Haslett, in two days, thirteen bream, six barbel, 
one chub, and some roach and dace. 


Staines. 

Mr. Currie Banfield, one day, three barbel; another day, four barbel; 
another day, two barbel; another day, a jack of 4 lb., and ten dozen of roach, 
the roach feeding best in the evening ; another day, four chub and four dozen 
of good roach; and another day, three chub and one dozen of fine roach. 
J. Keene, sen, in one day three birbel, the largest 4 lb., and two chub. 
J. Keene, jun., eight dozen of roach and dace. CO. Hone, in two days, four 
jack and three dozen of roach and dace. 


Lea (Cook’s Ferry). 
The river will be in splendid condition by the 7th inst., as there is a fine 
push of water now on. A splendid trout was taken on the 30th ult., weighing 
nearly 5 lb., also some good jack.—T. A. WARD: 


Exe and Barle. 

My expectations as to fish coming up have been fu'ly realised. The river 
are full of salmon, and many fine fresh fish have been caught. We hada 
splendid flood last Saturday, and another as high to-day; in fact, we have 
almost too much water now, but the Bare fines down very quickly. and if no 
more rain to-day will be fishable to-morrow. It does seem a pity that it is so 
late in the season—of course, I mean that the salmon-fishing lasts till Nuvember 
Ist. Trout-fishing ends by law on October Ist. If any anglers should come 
they must understand that salmon-fishing is very uncertain, but with proper 
tackle and good flies fish can be certainly taken, and in our high water will 
give them all the sport they can desire. The flies suitable are the butcher, 
Jock Scot, silver doctor, and infallible of medium size; the Devon minnow, 
about 2} inches long, is best.—G. S. JELLICOE. 


Lea (Rye House). 


The water is in good order now, and will remain so for some days if there 
is no more heavy rain, There were some nice roach taken on Wednesday 


afternoon, 
Walton. 


The fishing here this last week has not been much. The water is now 
rising, so next week I hope to send you a bet'er report. J. Hone in three 
days, six dozen roach and dace, four bream, and a barbel of 3 1b. Watford, 
one day, four dozen roach and dace; G. Hone, sen., three days, six dozen 
roach and dace, one dozen perch, and six bream; G. Hone, jun, two days, 
four dozen roach and dace, and one jack and three sream.—S. Rosmwetu. 


Cookham. 


Mr. E. Lloyd, staying at Mr. Worboys’ Bell and Dragon, Cookham, fishing 


with Godden on Monday and Tuesday, took upwards of twenty dozen of fine 
roach and dace. 

[This sounds like one of the good old takes of the last generation. 
no coubt Thames fishing is greatly improved recently.—Ep. ] 


There is 


UPPER THAMES. 


The continuous downpour of rain has told upon the river, which ‘is now 


steadily on the rise and getting of a mignionette tinr, so pleasing to the eye of 


aroacher, The weeds are rotting down fast, and the present push of water 
will materially assist in carrying them down to the majority. Ifthere is one thing 
more than another that frets an angler it is a weed in his swim, and if there is 
anything which soothes an angler it is a weed in his mouth—the one jars, 
frays, and snapshis gut, the other heals it. Roach are now well on and perch 
ditto, also chub, but barbel seem uncommonly shy. 


jack of presentable size. The Marlow fishermen have all been at work, but 
beyond decent hauls of roach and perch, nothing worthy of special note has 
come to my knowledge. At Hurley, Messrs. Birch, Lee and friend, Mr. 
Ghirkie, and three foreigners have been busy, with but little reward. Mr. Kidd 
and friend, on the 30th ult., above Hurley Lock, got 10 lb. and 5 lb. 
respectively of roach, and Mr. Finch 7 Ib. of ditto. The Medmenham waters 
have yielded up some eight jack under the directing influence of Bob Young; 
and from Caversham I hear that my old friend Brooksbank, fishing from Free- 
body’s, has been preciously thinning the pound perch ia that district. River 
to-day in good all-round condition, Wind blowing halfa gale from N.E.— 
Martow Buzz. — , 
) Oxford. 


The competition of the Angling Society which was to have taken place on 
Thursday last was unavoidably obliged to be postponed on account of the 


heavy rain which fell all day, and precluded any attempt at venture to the — 


D. Hackett, in three days, forty-five barbel 


i ii Ae 


At Bray, Maidenhead, — 
and Cookham, excellent hauls of roach and chub have been had, also several — 


—- 


- fair catches of whiting, pollack, conger, skate, &c. 
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river's bank. The week throughout has been a perfect blank, the swollen dis- 
coloured state of the river rendering it a useless labour, and I fear unless we 
get a cessation of the rainfall, that before I write again the fields will be under 
water. On Thursday, Mr. English grassed a jack of 1 5 lb. below Eynsham, 
and on Monday Messrs. Peek and Prior had three small barbel_at Osney Mill 
Fall. The following letter has been received from Captain Burstall—‘‘ Srr, 
I am directed by the Conservators of the River Thames to state that they have 
under their consideration at the present time the question of the best mode in 
which fishermen and others should be required to place their names, numbers, 
and places of abode on their punts and boats, in conformity with the require- 
ments of the 11th Item of the New Fishery Bye-laws. The Conservators do 
not propose until they have anived at a decision on the subject to institute any 
proceedings against persons for not having their names on the vessels, and I 
am to request that you will be so good as to instruct the assistant river 
keepers of your association not to take any such proceedings at present. I am 
yours obediently, E. Bursratu.’’— A more unsatisfactory state of things than 
that produced by these bye-laws it would be difficult to instance. Everyone 
appears to place a different construction on their meaning, and, as far as I can 
see, it would not require a very clever lawyer to upset any prosecution that may 
be taken under them. —MunpiEy Trovr. 


Goring. 
Water very high and thick, every prospect of a flood. Nothing much doing 


except a few roach this week, the water has been so bad; prospects look bad 
the next few days. 





Ancholme District. 


We have had several days of very tempestuous weather during the past week. 
Some of the becks have brought down water of the colour of yellow ochre ; 
others have discharged water of a milky tint, according as the beds passed over 

whave been sand or chalk. The mixture made-by these united waters has had an 
enervating effect upon the appetites of the fish, few having been caught, and 
those of the smallest description. Several trout have been taken in the main 
river during the past season. These are runaways from the Manor Fishery, 
Caistor, and from Major Sutton’s ground at Scawby. The Ancholme will never 
be a trout stream, but it is pleasing to think that visitors will in the good time 
coming havethe pleasure of catching an occasional specimen of the Salmon tribe. 
Loch Leven, Salmo fario, and Fontinalis fry have all been placed in various 
feeders of the river by myself, and as the brooks are mainly small ones, I have 
no doubt that the best of the fish will, if possible, get down to the lower and 
deeper waters. The builders are getting the roof on my new hatching house 


- for an additional million eggs.—THOMAS ForD, Caistor. 


_ Chichester. 

_ Cold nights and mornings the past week have kept rodsters from the water 
side, and but little has been done during the day. Some few good roach have 
been taken, and bream up to two and a-half pounds, while Mr. Summers had 
a few minutes’ tussle with a big carp in the basin, only to be left lamenting. 
At Selham some good fish have been taken. Pike are reported in the lower 
waters, and dace numerous. Bream are as usual feeding at night, gentles being 
most successful.—GEORGE F, SALTER. 


Colne. 


Several good takes of roach have been had in this river, A gentleman 
fishing close to the railway station subscription water took twenty-four of the 
finest roach I’ve seen for many a day. I should think four of them must have 
weighed oyer 6 lb. ; seeing the water was as clear as ‘‘gin’’ that was a good 
take. The jack are well on the feed, and those are lucky fellows who are 
subscribers. The mill pools can be fished for 1s. per day, and no respectabla 
anglers will be refused.—RoacH. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


Since my last communication the weather has been extremely unsettled, and 
rain having fallen heavily and continuously the river is running very high and 
thick, and it wiil be some days befure angling with the fly can be resumed with 
any great hope of success. Thef bottom-fishers on various parts of the river 
have done fairly well, killing chiefly with the worm and wasp-grub, 


‘ Dove. 

There has scarcely been a day on which angling could be carried on with 
success since my last. The water has been continually swollen, in many places 
coming right over the hanks and flood’ng the adjacent country. On Friday and 
Saturday last a few brace of trout were bagged with the minnow, but that is 
about all. The specks, it may De mentioned, went out of season last Monday, 
but when the river recedes grayling will be found in splendid condition, and 
there will be plenty with which anglers may prosperously enjoy the late autumn 
months.—THE SPLODGER. 


Fen Drains (Boston). 

The Lincolnshire District since the former writing has been visited by a great 
downfall of rain, which began on Friday, and continued almost without inter- 
mission up to Sunday morning. Fully two inches are said to have been 
mea sured in the town, and the vast quantities of water that have had to 
be disposed of at the flood doors and grand sluice during the last few days 
j rove that the higher parts of the district have had a similar visitation. All 
the waters are at the present unfishable; but supposing the weather should 
hold fine, possibly sport may be resumed on Saturday next. ‘Before the flood 
an immense quantity of eels were taken at the Grand Sluice, some of them 
being very large. ‘Jo show what was done by the fishermen, it may be men- 
tioned that in one night they brought out upwards of 150 stone of splendid 
cels. During Thursday and Friday the drains were really in first-class con- 
Cition, but being late in the week, anglers were limited. What few turned out 
did extremely well. One angler writes me—‘‘ Roaching wasnearly perfection ; 
in fact I do not wish to enjoy better sport.’? This was on the Bargate Drain, 
but the others were equally productive. Messrs. Barnes, Hale, and Black- 
burn were among the most fortunate. Mr. Polkington reports a rare lot of 
roach from the Forty-foot.—Y.B. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea Fishing—Duning the past two weeks the fishing has been rather indif- 
ferent, owing to the prevalence of bad weather, but on days when the weather 
has been such as to allow of boats putting out, they have returned with pretty 
During last week we had 
one or two fine nights, which the fishermen took advantage of to go out 


congering, and were rewarded with good catches of conger, ranging from 14 lb. 


| 
‘ ‘ 
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to 35 lb. each. The fishermen here believe night time to be the best for conger 
fishing. There have been some good catches of fish with hand lines from the 
pier and the rocks; and one gentleman caught three fair-sized conger eels 








' while fishing from the Parade. Weather rather boisterous, wind blowing strong 


a 


from the north-west.—E. ComErR. 


Lea (Ware.) 

The weather has been very rough since Monday, having had both wind and 
rain ; but it is the very thing that was required to bring roach on the feed, as 
it has cleansed the weeds, and they will not have so inuch natural food. The 
water is in splendid condition, being coloured but not thick.—Prepg CLAY. 


Leicester. 


The expectation that the waters hereabouts would become fishable at the 
latter part of last week was not realised. At the time of despatching the usual 
weekly notes there appeared every prospect of the weather becoming fine, but 
throughout last Saturday the rain fell in torrents, and completely put a stop 
to angling operations. Almost every day this week great quantities of rain has 
fallen, and at many places along the river bank, the low lying lands have been 
flooded ; consequently very little angling has been done, either in the local 
societies’ preserves or at other resorts near Leicester. Reports from Oakham, 
Melton Mowbray, Market Harborough, Loughborough, Wigston, and a 
ie of other places, state that heavy rains have fallen during the week.— 

LERT, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

The muddy state of these two rivers, and the water, which keeps very high, 
prevents anything being done in the way of fly-fishing about the district. Very 
few fish have been taken this week, and a grayling could not be purchased in 
the town for money for two or three days. A few small fish were caught by a 
gentleman in the Eaton waters on Wednesday. The Ivington waters have 
been fished, but with poor success. At Tardisland some fishing has been 
attempted, but the result was not satisfactory.' Some good catches of eels 
have been madein the traps at the mills in this locality. The Pinsley is high 
but clear, but very few fish have been landed from that stream. There has 
been established here a private fishing club, and the number of its members is 
limited to about half a score. The subscription (annual) is £2, and the 
members enjoy the privilege of fishing the best part of the Lugg in the neigh- 
bouthood. The fishing commences at Eaton Bridge, on the Worcester Road, 
not far from the railway station, down to Ford's Bridge, near Hamptou Court, 
and about one mile of the Arrow where it joins the Lugg. The Earl of Meath 
and J. H. Arkwright, of Hampton Court, are riparian owners. Weather cold 
and uncomfortable, ill-suited for piscatorial pursuits at present.—GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The rain has rather discoloured the water, which in a day or two with fine 
weather will be in first-class condition for jack fishing. A nice consignment of 
trout of about } Ib, has been placed in the society’s special preserve. Ata 
meeting of the Local Board on Weanesday evening, the subject of the poison- 
ing of the waters of the Medway was discussed. It was denied that any- 
thing from the Board’s sewage works caused the fish to die, the engineer 
stating that in his belief the cause wasthat the water in the pen being drawn, with 
the hot sun, did the mischief. Very likely, Mr. Engineer; but did not the sun 
shine the same on the pen above from-which the water was drawn end where no 
fish died ? On Monday while pheasant shooting with Messrs. Seabrook, of 
Rainhurst, Mr. E. C. Holding, of Hadlow Grange, shot a fémale otter on the 
banks of the river above the town. The animal, which was doubtless comfort- 
ably kennelled, broke back from the beaters, and received a charge of shot 
through the head. It was a vixen, measured 42 inches from tip of the nose to 
the end of the tail, and being in poor condition only weighed 154 1b. This is 
no doubt the same animal that destroyed her cubs after the dog was shot, some 
months since, by the water bailiff_—Yu Mepway WATER Rar. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 
The late rains have very much improved the condition of these waters, and if 
it holds fine they will be first-class for fishing by Saturday.—T. E. 


Ouse (Littleport). 

We have had a taste of old times down here the last four days among the 
roach. Therain brought the water into splendid condition. But I am afraid 
now we have had too much of a good thing, for the rain is coming down to-day 
anyhow, which I expect will cause a flood, and of course if we get that, then 
good-bye to the fishing till it subsides. The following are the names of the 
few anglers who have been down, and their takes: Sept, 3oth, Mr. T. Shallow, 
Cambridge, 15 1b. roach; Oct. Ist, Mr. T. Shallow, Cambridge, 301b. roach 
(splendid) ; Oct. 2nd, Mr. T. Shallow, Cambridge, 261b. roach; Oct. 2nd, Mr. 
W. Rowton, Cambridge, 14 1b. roach; Oct. 2nd, Mr. T. Hunnybun, Cambridge, 
13 1b. roach. All the fish on Oct, 2nd were well up to the standard size, largest 
roach about 1;1]b. Tried Oct. 3rd myself and got12}1b. proper roach in 6} 
hours, though not biting so freely as the two previous days.—CHARLES 


SOUTH. 
(Ribble and Hodder.) 


Since my last report there has not been-much fishing, the rivers being either 
too high or too low before this week. We had four gentlemen from Manchester 
here last Friday; they could not fish on Saturday, the river being too high ; 
but on Monday had a yood day’s sport, one gentleman catching a salmon 12 lb. 
before breakfast, another one 14 1b. before lunch and two after, one 8 lb., and 
the other 7 1b.—E. DUGDALE. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The waters have been in a most unsettled state during the week, the rain, 
which has been continually ‘alling, having kept the river in an almost constant 


state of flood. During Sunday and Sunday night it fell some three feet, and 


on Monday several jolly anglers were trying their patience and, at the same time, 
endeavouring to decoy some of the finny tribe with the worm, maggot, and 
wasp grub. I spoke to several, but the answer toa'l inquiries was, ‘‘ Very poor 
sport.” The water at present is high, and I am afraid there will not be much 
chance of doing much for a week. I have seen some very fine eels this week, 
several of which would weigh from 14 lb. to2 1b. There has been a great deal 
of excitement in the town over a curious fish which two fishermen from Towyn 
have been exhibiting at the Sun Tavern, and also at the String of Horses. It 
was described as an ‘‘angel fish,’’ but I must say its appearance was anything 
but angelic, as, with a mouth which when open seemed to divide the head, with 
the exception of an inch or so, could have little of that appearance. It 
measured five feet in length and three feet in the widest part. When taken it 
had four salmon in its inside, averaging 43 lb. The body resembles that of a 
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flat fish, the fins on the side having the appearance of wings—from this fact, 
doubless, it derived its name. There were two fins under the body, close to 
the root of the tail, which were furnished with feet resembling those of sheep. 
The head had the appearance of a seal’s head. It was captured at Towyn, by 
its exhibitors, in a net.—SzEVZRN SALMON. 


Teme (Ludlow) 


No fly-fishing has been had about here for some days, all the streams being 
high and muddy. Some bottom fishing with the red worm and meggot has 
been had, and some rough fish caught Ashford and Steventon way. At the 
latter place, on Monday, a perch, 1} 1b., was landed: The Teme is well 
stocked with grayling from Oakley Park preserved up to the Leintwardine 
Association waters, and should the weather take up and the water clear, fly- 
fishing will be soon again in force. Nothing has been done in the Clun or the 
Onibury waters, owing to the weather, At Ashford weir salmon can be seen 
in large quantities daily, attempting to ascend ihat formidable cataract, and 
again and again failing. It is very much to be regretted that some means are 
not taken to enable this noble fish to ascend the stream with greater ease for 
the purpose of spawning; surely this might be done with very little expense or 
trouble, and would be the means of introducing more largely this valuable fish 
to the upper waters of the Teme. The weather has been very changeable this 
week ; thunder, lightning, wind and rain, with the addition of a hail storm on 
Wednesday. A strong gale blows this morning from the north, and if it con- 
tinues, the most expert rodster could scarce keep aline in the water, much 
more on it.—S, 

Teme (Tenbury). 

The heavy rains of last week have caused this stream to rise very much, and 
it is also ina muddy state, Few anglers have therefore visited it ; in fact fly- 
fishing has been totally neglected, and until the water has gone down and cleared 
itself, anglers must content themselves with bottom fishing. Few fish have 
been taken in this locality, but Monday would have been a grand day had the 
water been clear and the night was nice and frosty, well suited for the grayling. 
On Monday a gentleman fishing above the Bridge, caught some nice fish with 
the red worm. There have been some fair catches of rough fish, but they are 
despised by the angler, though they afford him capital sport at times. On 
Friday, some good fish were caught near the bridge with the worms. Above 
the Little Hereford Bridge, some fair sized fish have been landed. The water 
is now lowering, and to-day (Thursday) is much clearer and in a few days will, 
no doubt, be in good condition for fly-fishing for grayling. There are some 
fine grayling up the Letwych. Nothing of importance doing in the Reaor the 
Kyre. The only baits taking are the red worm and gentle.—WoORCESTER. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

The river has had two floods since Saturday last, and is very high to-day. 
The rod and line fishermen had good sport on Monday and Tuesday. Many 
peel and salmon were taken, some with the fly, and others with the improved 
Devon bait, which is considered by our best fishermen to ba the most useful of 
all the artificials yet invented. I believe that J. D. Bastard, of Torrington, 
was the person who made the improvement, and got them cast in the solid to 
give the right weight and form to take the dressings, so as not to cut and fray 
the gut line. Place one of these by the side of any other artificial bait, and 
there will be no doubt as to the choice. Ifthe weather continues fine, as at 
present, there will be lots of fishing next week.— PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


(Trent Newark). 


Angling this week has been at a complete standstill, heavy and long con- 
tinued rain has caused the water to come on very high and thick. In addition 
to this, the wind has been blowing for several days a perfect hurricane, making 
it very difficult to keep a foothold on the banks. At the time of writing the 
water is still very thick and nearly bankfull; and the prospects for sport look 
very bad. Under the present circumstances, I should say there will be no 
chance for any sport for a week at least, unless we have a great alteration in 
the weather.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


On Thursday the river in this district was running at a great height, and was 
much charged with colour. Boisterous winds during the week have consider- 
ably militated against sport, which has been of a very tame description. A 
few lots of roach and bream have been bagged in the siacks near the side, and 
Willington accounts for a nice lot of dace, some of which averaged 9 oz. each. 

These were taken with the maggot, and afforded excellent sport. The finest 
dace on the whole length of the river are caught in the Willington allotment, 
and it is evident the fish thrive on the refuse poured into the stream by the 
Burton-on-Trent brewery companies ; but this is likely shortly to be stopped, 
as it is intended to convey it to Egginton Common. On Wednesday there 
was a rapid subsidence, but on the following day the river rose rapidly and 
prospects were by no means encouraging.—Tum Man ar THE Oxuns. 


Waveney (Beccles). 


Sport lately has been very poor, owing no doubt to the water being so very 
clear, and the fish having plenty of weed food to live upon; but the late rains 
I hope will put a different appearance upon it, and more sport may confidently 
be expected. Splendid perch of upwards of 2 1b. was recently captured, and 
large fish are about.—WAVENEY ANGLER. 


Witham. 

The river at all points is rolling a vast flood almost from end to end. Great 
quantities of water have fallen upon the Wolds, as from Bardney downwards it 
is running bankful, and in places it has gone over and in some parts large 
tracts are under water. When the tide on Monday shut the sea-doors the 
waters backed up dangerously, and immense damage was threatened, but 
luckily it was not so extensive as feared. Not for twenty years has so much 
water come down. This was very unlucky for the anglers, as before the rain 
came, the river was in grand condition. Anglers on all sides were preparing 
for the autumn manceuvres amongst the pike, and the supply of bait for this 
purpose had become plentiful. Some few who stayed after my last report did 
well, Mr. Jamieson, for instance, on Thursday and Friday, grassed half a dozen 
pike in the neighbourhood of Bardney, his best being one a little short of 
61bs. He also got an eel upwards of 2lvs. Another angler not far from 
Savory’s landed five, the best running up to over 7 lbs. Pike were caught also 
at Stixwold and some other points. A rare bag of perch was made at the last 
named place with worms, some of the fish approaching 2lb. At Tattershall 
good perch were taken, several exceeding a pound each, and good perch are 
believed to exist in other parts. Mr. Macmillan, who did well with this fish 
last season, intends trying for them again, as soon as the flood subsides, and 
anticipates more than ordinary ;success. A nice little dish of three tench 
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weighing 8 Ib.wa s made up at Dogdyke. JRoaching on the whole was good — 
until Friday.—Y.B. * 
-“Wraysbury. a 
Water exceedingly bright; immense shoals of barbel are rising in the “ Old 
River’? (Fleet). I am afraid the system of ground-baiting with ‘‘ greaves”’ is” 
doing more harm than good. Nothing like the lob worm. Anyone who will 
take the trouble to ground-bait the river with them for a day or two, would — 
get a good haul. Roach can be taken by legering with the float, either with 
paste or gentles, the water being too bright for the ordinary style of roa 


fishing.— ROACH. i | 


Wye and Derwent. . 

We have had continual floods on these rivers since my last report, owing to” 
the great quantity of heavy thunder rain that has fallen daily. Heavy rain coming 
at this season generally causes great delay and disappointment, besides 
carrying away the bulk of the flies which would have brought the fish to the 
top, and keeping the rivers such a height that the fish are most difficult to get 
at. At the time that I am writing this (Thursday) it has cleared up a 
little, and the rivers are running down, but sudden gusts of wind, and great 
black rolling thunder clouds hanging all around us look like more coming, 
Trout fishing is all over for this year both on the Wye and Derwent, and taking 
it on the whole, we have had but a very middling one on these rivers, especially — 
the last month or five weeks. Both the early spring, and during the ‘‘ Drake’? 
or hay~fly season, some excellent baskets of good-sized trout were killed, but 
since then nothing very great has been done. There will be nothing but bottom 
fishing on the Derwent for next-week. Either cockspur worms and maggots 
will be the best baits that can be used. The Wye might be ready for the fly 
by Tuesday, if no more rain falls.X—G. J. Eaton. ; 


Yare (Norwich). 


The latter part of last week roach fishing very much improved, and at 
Buckennam Ferry some capital catches were made, the number one day reach- 
ing to over a hundred for two rods, and amongst them some very fine fish ; but 
the majority of angters did very moderately, some not being able to obtain a 
nibble. Since Monday last the weather has put an. entire stop to angling, 
incessant and heavy rains, with a blustering cold north and north-east wind, 
has made one feel that winter is fast approaching. I fear ifno abatement com2s 
of the heavy downpour, we shall have some serious floods in and ab ut Nor- 
wich, as a north wind always causes high water here, and the back waters 
coming down cannot get away, so only one result can ensue—viz., disastrous 
floods. Onthe Ant I have heard of some good sport among the rudd and jack, 
the latter all running small, but the rudd were very fine, and gave plenty of 
fun. The following resolution was adopted at the last meeting of the Norwich 
Angling Club :—‘‘ That this club, as a club, does not entertain the application 
from the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society to subscribe towards the expenses of 
the action now pending with regard to public rights on Norfolk Broads,’’— 
RosBertT MOLL. 





DATE OF CLOSING OF THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


UST before going to press we received the following notice 
with reference to the date when the Exhibition will close:— 


*¢ International Fisheries Exhibition, 
‘‘South Kensington, London, S.W., 
“Oct. 4th, 1883. 
= ‘¢ SiR,—T hasten to inform you that the date for closing the Exhibition has 
been fixed for the 31st of October. 
“T remaim, Sir, 
‘‘ Your obedient servant, 
“‘JoHN W. MOLLETT, 
*¢ Secretary.”’ 





‘ 


t 


TWO MILLION VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


ES is with very great pleasure we announce that on Wednesda: 
last the number of visitors to the above reached the 
mous figure of two millions. bye 








CHELTENHAM ANGLING ASSOCIATION. FY os 


An important case was heard by the Tewkesbury Magistrates (Messrs. Steward, 
Hill and Dowdsdell), at the Petty Sessions, on Wednesday week. Willian 
Anderson, of Bredon, was charged with unlawfully and wilfully taking about 
10 lb. of fish, called roach, perch, and chub, in the river Avon, otherwise than 
by angling, wherein one William Dyer then had a private right of fishing. 
Mr. J. M. Clark and Mr. A. D. Palmer, both of Cheltenham, appeared a 


. 
. 
| 
: 
| 
| 
. 


behalf of the Cheltenham Angling Society, to whom the right of fishing is le 
Defendant, being called upon, at once pleaded “guilty,” and asked for a 4 
mitigation of the penalty. Mr. Clark explained that until the Cheltenham 7 
Angling Society was formed not one of the rural anglers, tenant farmers or 
owners, had the public spirit to initiate a prosecution for similar offences to the — 
present one. This was the first case, and a warning to others for illegal fishin; 4 
The present defendant was discovered by Police-Constable Whiting, who found 
the defendant at Twynning Fleet at 11.30 on Saturday night, the 8th ultimo, 
with a large net and a quantity of fish.—The Bench inflicted a fine of £2 105. 
and costs, or one month with hard labour, and, on the application of Mr. Clark, 
confiscated the net to the Angling Society, who intend to retain it as a trophy 
of their first conviction. It is to be hoped the conviction will put a stop to the 
illegal fishing of the Avon in that district. i 





To Our Rzaprrs.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us the addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the Fisnine Gazerrm. Please address Editor of Figaina Gazette, I 
and 13, Fetter-lane, London, E,C. i 
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THE ENORMOUS INCREASE IN- THE VALUE 
OF TROUT STREAMS. 


F Herr Bocius-were now living, how pleased he would be to- 


find that. his oft-quoted prophecy, that a time was approach- 
ing when an acre of water would become more profitable than 
the same acre of land, was fuifilled. For certainly such 
is the case in most, if not in all, trout streams. This 
occurred to me upon going over a_ batch of printed 
rules and. regulations of various fly-fishing associations, 
amongst which were Fairford, Hungerford, Mitcham, Carshalton, 
Wickham, and others. I learn, for instance, that it now requires 
but a little less than a hundred a year to become a member 
of the Mitcham waters, and the Wickham stream, once thought 
little of when founded by a few artisans of that beech-laden and 
chair-manufacturing neighbourhood—then 6s. being the full fee 
for both entrance and annual subscription—is now an aristocratic 
club, composed of noblemen and wealthy commoners, and, 
although it is composed of 111 members now, does not offer a 
vacancy. 

Much, however, to the credit of the present committee, it does 
not ignore the original pioneers and founders of the fishery’s 
protection—six of its artisan members that still exist being 
admitted and secured many extra privileges (for these are great 
considering the money since spent upon conservation and 
constant increase of stock) upon payment of a minimum 
subscription of ros. 6d. per annum, which entitles them to 
fish the association waters above High Wycombe from the com- 
mencement of the season, and also the whole of the water 
above and below, one day per week, on and after the ist day of 
June in each year, 

Fishing members on the commencing of this season paid 
£3 3S. per annum, but those joining after that date paid £5 5s. 
subscription and £5 5s. entrance fee. The committee, however, 
reserve the power to reduce this in the case of gentlemen who 
are natives of Wycombe or are resident within two miles of the 
town to £3 3s. a year and £3 3s. entrance fee. No member is 
permitted to fish more than three days in any one week, nor to 
- kill more than two brace per day, and no trout to be killed under 
13 inches in length. Angling with the fly only permitted, and no 
wading allowed. 

The Wycombe Association waters consist of six sections :— 

(1) Commences above the town on the Oxford road, from 
the Upper Boundary Board, in Ash Mill head, down to the 
Mill, a distancy of about a quarter of a mile. This is private 
water. 

(z) Below the Mill, by the side of the Oxford road, to Temple 
Street Bridge. This is public. 

(3) There is alsoa short piece of open water in the town, to 
the west of Newland Bridge. Public. 

(4) Below Wycombe, on the London road, from G. Darvill’s 
Mill to the Paper Mill; a good stretch of water can be fished 
from both sides. Public. From below the Paper Mill, where 
the bleach trough crosses the river, to garden fence at Brasset- 
bury Mill head ; and below the Lower Mill tail at Brassetbury, a 
small, open piece, to the Bridge; and from the Bridge to Bowden 
Water. This is all private wajer. 

(5) Bowden Water. This is about a mile below Wycombe. It 
commences at the Upper Boundary Board, on the stone bridge 
leading from Marsh Green, to Lord Carrington’s Lodge, on the 
London road, and extends under the Railway Bridge to Bowden 
Mill, and below on to Mr. Wheeler’s Paper Mill. ‘Lhis is private 
water, and is about half a mile in extent. 

(6) From the King of Prussia Inn, Wycombe Marsh, to King’s 
Mill, Loudwater—a long reach of the stream, but with few or no 
fish at present. 

Angling members may, in addition, fish the large Mill Pond, at 
Mr. Darvill’s, Marsh Green, which holds a few trout; and also in 
the Brook Stream, from Marsh to Beech Mill, and, below it, by 
the side of King’s Mead-and the road to Mr. Saunders’s Mill, at 
Loudwater. Here ends the association water, all the latter is 
private. 

Every information regarding the fishery may be obtained at the 
Lion, White Hart, and Falcon Hotels. CREEL. 








JEALOUSY AMONG THAMES FISHERMEN. 


N° one would expect to find an angel in the person of a 

Thames professional fisherman, or wish to for that matter ; 
and our experience of them is that, as a body, they are all right, 
7.¢., Just what we want. Of course, there are some black sheep, 
who soon get spotted. But there is one thing we find pretty 
general among them, and that is jealousy. It crops up in various 
ways; one we wish to call attention to is one affecting the 


angling public. In order to get information for our readers we 
arrange for river reports from various places, and we frequently 
get complaints from anglers that so-and-so never includes the 
catches of the customers of some particular rival fishermen; con- 
sequently, no record of their takes appears at all. Petty jealousy 
of this kind is very annoying, and we can only say that any pro- 
fessional fisherman who finds he cannot get his report into the 
GazerteE indirectly should send it direct to us. Of course, if the 
report does appear in some way, we do not want it duplicated. 
Report forms, &c., can be had by writing to ‘‘The Manager, 
FISHING GAZETTE, 12, Fetter Lane, London.”’ 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


By L. B. 


On Monday evening, October Ist, the usual monthly meeting of the United 
London Anglers’ Central Committee took place at the Bald-Faced Stag, Wor- 
ship Square, Finsbury. In the absence of Mr. 8. Morgan (who has met with a 
serious accident, but I am pleased to say is progressing favourably), Mr. Met- 
calfe was voted to the chair. After the reading and confirming of the minutes 
of the previous meeting, it was found that there was very little business to be 
got through. Some discussion took place anent the election of a residential 
river Lea bailiff in the place of Mr. Vernon, resigned; but no decision was 
arrived at. 

Mr. Theobald next called attention to the desirability of the Central Asso- 
ciation sending representatives to sit on the committee of the Anglers’ Benevo- 
lent Association, incidentally remarking that in Mr. Fitch the Central Associa- 
tion had.a secretary who, though he might not try to make his association the 
largest in London, yet had really the interest of the London anglers at heart, 
and the success of the Anglers’ Benevolent particularly so. He was not deputed 
by the Central to make this suggestion, though he was a member of it ; but he 
really thought both the East and West Central should invite the third associa- 
tion to send representatives. A long discussion ensued, in which Messrs, 
Manning, Ghurney, Chambers, Cundall, and others joined, it being finally 
decided that such a request must come from the Central Association to the 
committee of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, by whom, it would not be too 
much to assert, it would be favourably considered, but that this association had 
no jurisdiction. I understood this to include all the business done for the 
evening, and therefore left early, not staying for the roll call; but there was a 
very fair muster of representatives of various societies present. 

The monthly meeting of the West Central Association’s working committee 
takes place this (Friday) evening at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, 
Baker Street. The meeting will be a special one, to consider upon whom the 
committee’s choice will fall as a suitable successor to Mr. T. Hoole as secretary 
to the Association, the final election, of course, resting with the Association 
itself. The question of rewards for the conviction of poachers will also be gone 
into should time permit. 

The question of the Amberley and Pulboro’ excursions is receiving the 


“careful attention of the committee elected to deal with same, and a meeting 


was held on Wednesday evening. 

What has become of the Amended Freshwater Fisheries Bill? Have those 
who a season or two since were the warmest advocates lost heart and despair 
of carrying it through? There is another question, that of a real (instead of 
the present sham) Rivers Pollution Act, and, for importance, I would almost 
give the last precedence. 

Many months ago some kind friends promised me a graining. I don’t want 
to hurry them, but when they have a take of these fish, perhaps one of my 
piscatorial correspondents will remember ‘*. B.’’ and gratify his legitimate 
curiosity, 











THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 





CAUTION. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE THAMES FiisHERY By-LAWsS. 

Casting or Bait-Net.—Can be used only by assistant river-keepers or those 
fishermen who are specially registered as “following the business of a fisher- 
man.” 

Sizes of Fish.—Pike or jack, 18 inches; perch, 8 inches ; chub, 10 inches; 
roach, 7 inches; dace,6 inches; barbel, 13 inches; trout, 16 inches; bream, 
Io inches; cap, 10 inches; tench, 8 inches; rudd, 6 inches; gudgeon, 4 
inches. The measurement the extreme length. 

Seasons of Fish.—For every description of freshwater fish (except trout), 
from June 16 to March r4, and for trout, from April 1 to September fo, all days 
inclusive. 

Snatching.—No person can fish for, or take or attempt to take, any fish by 
using baited or unbaited hooks, or wire, or snare, or any other engine for the 
purpose of foul hooking, commonly called snatching or snaring. ; 

Night-Lines.—No person can lay night-hooks or night-lines of any descrip-~ 
tion whatever, or any fixed hooks, or lines by night or day above Kew Bridge. 

Night-Fishing in Boats.—No person can fish from any vessel, boat or punt 
for, or take or attempt to take above Richmond Bridge, any fish except in the 
day time, that is to say, between the beginning of the last hour before sunrise 
and the end of the first hour after sunset. ; 

Number of Rods for Anglers.—No person can use more than two rods at any 
one and the same time for angling. : 

Stopping or Catching Fish in Creeks, &c.—No person shall put down in the 
River Thames, at the mouth of any creek, river, or backwater communicating 
with the River Thames, or running into the said river, or at any mill or sluice, 
any net or device whatever to stop, catch, or hinder the fish from coming into 
the said River Thames. 

Penalties.—First conviction, Forty Shillings. 
conviction, Five Pounds, 


Second or any subsequent 


THoMAS SPRECKLEY, Chairman 
(13, Cannon Street, London). 
W. H. BrouGHaM, Secretary. 
7, Ironmonger-lane, October, 1883, 


496 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


G. G. Wurncop, Norwich.—Thank you for the menu done for your Champion 
Angling Society Annual Dinner. Ifthe dinner was half as good in get up 
as the menz, it was very first rate. The photograph of Buckenham Ferry 
reminds us of quiet, pleasant roaching days there. ; 

E: Bravan, Peckham.—We have had in view to do what you suggest, if prac- 
ticable. As regards how we got that 2}b. eelononeof Bullmer’s gossamer 
gut lines, it was thus: we were tench fishing ina punt in a lake, and got 
something on which was a long time before it could be induced to show 
itself, and then proved to ba aneel a yardlong. A call for the net of 
course found that article up at the house, and five minutes were occupied 
in getting it. The eel, luckily, did not twist round and round the line, as 
is its custom, but kept backing away and levering itself down with its tail. 
The net was a large mesh, but a lucky stroke got the eel into it and over the 
punt side, where it fell through the meshes and broke the gut. Some 
hours later a friend was carrying it between two landing nets from 
the punt to the bank, when it gave a spring, and as near as possible got 
free. Since then we got a 51b. bream on Bullmer’s drawn gut, and 
landed it without a net ; but a 2lb. eelis more bother to land than any 
other fish of three times its weight. 

ANGLO-CELTIC, Wexford —Hardy’s V-shaped landing-net holder can be ‘‘re« 
lied on to remain open when carried,” in fact, until unscrewed, it cannot 
come apart. It is very good. ; 

¥, L. Z., Ealing Dean. —You ought to get some good dace between Kew and 
Isleworth. At low water you will see them rising in all directions, and 
good fish, too. The best bait isa governor fly, with a wee bit of wash- 
leather about the size of a gentle on the hook. You must cast it frequently 
and with a stiffish rod. You may also get them by fishing a gentle with a 
float line as near the surface as possible when they are rising. You must 
use strong boots and leggings, and not mind a bit of mud now and then 
where tbe river has washed the soft banks down on to the gravel. We co 
not recommend you to try this stretch for jack. b 

H, H., Old Kent Road.—Youcannot do better than try the Old River below 
the weir at Datchet. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 


THE OUSE. 

Srr,—I have read Mr. Weatherhead’s letter, in your issue of the 22nd, with 
much interest, and can authenticate all he says respecting the fishing in Elliott’s 
water at Blunham, either in the Ouse or Ivel. There are some splendid roach 
in the latter, also some good perch and jack. I have had excellent sport there 
on several occasions. For bream the Ouse is one of the best rivers in England ; 
they run very large, and with a good baiting overnight of grains, bullock’s 
blood or greaves, I will guarantee nothing in the way of sport is left to be 
desired. I have fished there now for many years, and instead of the sport 
falling off, it seems to increase. I find from 3 a.m. to 7 or 8 a.m. the beset 
time (I am speaking of the month «f August), They seem simply ravenous. 
There are also some fine jack. I was roaching with a friend, and we were much 
bothered with them. Unfortunately it was fence time, or we would have made 
an example of some of them, Any of your numerous readers wanting a good 
day's fishing, let them try Blunham. When there I suggested the desirability 
of issuing day tickets, and Mrs. Elliott said she would issue them; so that 
fishermen, for Is. or 2s. 6d., as the case may be, can have some of the finest 
fishing it is possible to obtain within 50 miles of town. The accommodation 
is exceedingly good, and everything is done to make one feel happy and 
contented. Plenty of good food and plenty of fish: what can a fisherman 
want besides P—I am, &c., B. THornBy. 

44, Bryantwood Road, Drayton Park. 








BLUNHAM. 

S1R,—A letter on the above subject appears in your issue of the 22nd ult. 
Ixcuse me troubling you with a few remarks. Whoever owns the water at 
Blunham did what was exactly calculated to make the L. and N. W.R. 
withdraw the privilege tickets as soon as the company granted them. Blunham 
Fishery was made a limited subscription water, which just goes exactly in the 
face of what railways grant privilege tickets for: they expect numbers to pay 
them. I doubt very much whether, as far as Londoners are concerned, that 
the conditions for the continuance of the privileges will ever be fulfilled unless 
Sunday fishing were allowed. Blunham people need not imagine they would 
be overrun with roughs ifit were; a five shilling railway fare has a tendency to 
render the company fairly select. Putting the question of Sunday fishing on 
one side, as there may be insuperable objections to it in the case, I advise the 
owners at Blunham, if they want to attract Londoners, to grant members of 
London fishing clubs season tickets for five shillings for one season at least. 
To popularise the place, they might raise the price afterwards, but not to more 
than half a guinea to Londoners or countrymen who did not live close on the 
water. It would only be fair to make the dwellers in the vicinity pay more as 
they have great advantages over dwellers at a distance. Day tickets should 
also be issued. 

With regard to the accommodation at Elliott's, no one can speak-more 
highly than Tcan, I never was so comfortable at any house : cleanliness, good 
cooking, and charges strictly moderate considering the accommodation. If the 
fishery were managed on commercial principles I should be very pleased to see 
him again.—I am, &c., A. J. MARRIOTT. 





GRAYLING FISHING IN THE TEME. 

Sir,—Angling on the Teme near Stamford on the 18th and 19th I succeeded 
in landing twenty grayling and one trout, weighing 11 lb. 3 oz. Flies used: Pale 
blue, whirling dun and willow.—I am, &c., 

J. DEAKIN. 

8, Gloucester Terrace, Malvern Link, Sept. 25th. 


PIKE SCALES FOR FLIES. 
S1x,—Numerous applications have reached me from anglers wishing to pur- 
chase prepared scales, I cannot comply, or would gladly do so. What is 
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meant, and what is plainly stated in the letter by ‘‘Watchet,”’ is that I am 
willing to prepare scales for bond fide amateurs provided they send the szales. 


Si 


: 


For their guidance I may say a pike of rolb. or 121b, is best for small flies, x 


If possible let them be captured as soon after spuwaing as possible (if this is 
allowed in England). Do not allow the fish to dry before scraping off the 
scales (from tail to head) with a blunt knife, and forward them in their moist 
state without attempting to remove the slime.—I am, &c., 
JAMES MACNEE. 
Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B., Sept. 24th. 


* FISHING RAMBLES IN NORTH WALES. 

S1r,—Shortly after I last wrote you, my ‘* Rambles in North Wales” were 
interrupted by an invitation to Dublin for the Horse Show. From Dublin I 
went to Cork to see the Exhibition, and with two days’ racing at the Curragh, 
on my way back, the time flew along, and it was some weeks before I was 
again at Holyhead. The London and North-Western Railway have done 
wonders at this place. It looked quite imposing when we got in at eleven 
p_m., the docks, station, and all around showing clear as day in the brilliant 
limelight. The hotel, which forms part of the station, is a great convenience as 
a resting-place after the voyage; but they might make matters more comfort- 
able there. Something to eat, hot and ready, would be most acceptable after 
four or five hours’ sea breezes, and an early dinner in Dublin. At present one 
encounters a half-lighted coffee-room with the usual ham and piece of cold 
beef. Doubtless, anything cculd be ordered; but at twelve p.m. it is too 
late to wait whilst supper is cooking, 

The nearest trout fishing to Holyhead is at Ly Croes, the second station on 
the line. There is a river anda lake. The river is a nasty sluggish bit of 
water; no use except with a rattling breeze, and very little good then. I was 
there in the spring—the last week in March. It happened to be a bright, still 
day, without a stir in the air, about the only one of the sort we had for the 
year—a day when the finest blow-line that ever floated under a May fly would 
look like rope en the top of the water—an utterly impossible fishing day. But 
there I was, and had to do something; so, fixing up a-worm on my finest 
tackle, J. dropped it into a hole, and went hunting for plovers’ nests, fishing or 
no fishing, with a pipe well under weigh. One might be worse off 01 a lovely 
morning than wandering about through heather and gorse looking for plovers’ 
eggs. Itis pleasant enough to watch the old birds swoop round one’s head, 
twisting and turning about, with the queer cry, half whistle, half wail, only to 
be heard in the breeding season, and knowing it was all for my edification— 
to humbug me, these cries and antics, allso many bird dodges to draw me. 
from their nests. Well they answered the purpose, for not one did I find; 
but I got the eggs nevertheless, for a sheep boy with whom [I struck up an 
acquaintance told me he had plenty marked down, and before I left that after - 
noon he brought me twenty-five egzs, for which I gave him 1s., and we were 
mutually satished. It cost me 6d. more to get them boiled hard in a small 
cottage near the river, and even then they weren’t dear. About ten days 
afterwards at the club in London they put five in front of me, hidden in 
moss, and charged 2s. 6d WhenI got back to my rod—it is about time— 
the line was run out. Reeling up, I found I was ‘‘in’’ some- 
thing, and soon had an opportunity of seeing what it was, for resenting 
the slight*pressure I put on the fish—a good trout—he gave one or two 
‘‘lepps ’? out of the water, and then shoved his head down-stream. ‘* Away 
with him.”’ It began to be exciting. I dare not do more than just ‘feel”’ 
him—my gossamer cast was of the lightest. There was no one near me, and 
Thadn’t a landing net, so it was to be a matter of time. Fortunately, the 
river and banks were all clear. There was nothing to hinder him as he sailed 
away 50 yards down to a large pool with a ford at the bottom, and a tree 
stretched across to prevent cattle going down. I felt the tree was to be the 
end of it, and that the fish was bound to go under. But he didnot; he made a 
rush as if he meant jumping out on to the opposite bank, then back to sulk in 
the middle for a couple of minutes, when he forged his way slowly up-stream ~ 
again. I let him do as he liked, and it was twenty minutes before he began to 
shew his side up, and it took me ten more to work him back to the pooland strand 
him, He hadn’ta kick left, or with the long grass at the water’s edge I could never 
have got him in—the cast was too fine. He weighed 131b. and was in good 
condition. I killed another nearly as large in the same hole before leaving ; 
and the next day seven with a ‘‘ March brown,” allsmall and under $1b. The 
lake I did not fish, but there are plenty of trout ia it. The Ty Croes Hotel 
stands by itself on the edge of the water: the proprietor, I believe, advertises 
in your paper, so he can give any information required as to boats, &c. Two 
or three stations from Ty Croes is Badorgan, another Jake with plenty of 
fair-sized trout. TI fished it two or three times, but never did much good. It 
should be fished from a boat, which, with necessary information as to flies, &c., 
can be got at the Meyrick Arms, near the station. Like most other public 
waters in North Wales, I think the place is fished to death. March and April 
are the best months for both Ty Croes and Badorgan. 


« 


At Menai Bridge for some weeks—since the herrings began to run along : 


the coast—there has been fair bass fishing. The best place is between the 
two bridges, rowing backwards and forwards over some rocks, called I believe, 


‘The Swiilleys ’’ (spelt as pronounced), where the tide makes in and out at a 


good pace, I use, ina boat, a 15 feet trolling rod, stiff, with at least 60 yards 
of reel line and a strong twisted gut trace mounted on three swivels. The 
best bait is a small herring or a sprat run on a “ brake’? hook, with the tail 
lashed round the bend to make it spin, and the mouth fastened up on the gut. 
This will take the largest fish. The Menai Bridge men use ‘‘ sand-eels’” princi- 
pally; they are a good bait anywhere. When, however, the bass are on 
the top of the water they are not particular as to what they are invited with. 
Hearder’s ‘‘plano-convex’’ minnow I found take them very well. I got 
tired of tying on herrings, &c., so rigged up one of these I had bought at the 
Fisheries Exhibition to try with salmon. It did very well with bass: whether 
the salmon will have it remains to be seen. I like it because it spins so well. 

Sometimes bass keep down at the bottom and bite very shyly. When this is the 


ye. 


case there is no bait so good as a bunch of what in my part of the country we — 


call ‘‘ slob-worms’’—red and green worms dug out of the brackish mud, with 
legs all down the sides. Eight or ten of these should be hooked through the head, 
so as to let the bodies swing about in the water, the line weighted to keep them 
a foot from the bottom; fish in the slack tide tide an hour and a half before 
and after flood. In heavy water they are not so good; the worms get knocked 
off, and the fish do not take so well. All fish will take ‘‘slob-worms’’ ; even the 
grey mullet, the ‘‘wiliest ’’ fish that swims, can’t resist them. At Trouville, 
in Normandy, I have caught dozens of them off the ‘Pier and in the basin, 
fishing as for bass with rod and line. Size for size the grey mullet plays every 
bit as hard as the salmon, but they are difficult to tempt ; indeed, I never knew 
them to take any bait but these worms. From Menai Bridge I went to 
Bettys-y-Coed: how I got on there and elsewhere I shall write you.—I'am, &c., 
LoucH Manon. 
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THE LODDON AND THE READING AND HENLEY 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

S1tr,—Your Henley correspondent wishes to make out that the above asso- 
ciations would be generous, but the farmers who have let them the waters will 
not allow them. What objection could he have to granting season tickets at a 
subscription equal in amount to what the members of his association pay—in 
fact, to make honorary members of any person who chose to pay, and make them 
fiee of their fishing? The ticket of any one misbehaving himself could 
easily be cancelled. I don’t suppose for a moment my suggestion will be 
acted upon The disgusting se fishness of some local angling associations is 
such that the greatest disgrace that can befall any man directly will be to be 
seen with a fishing-rod. Your correspondent is rather hard on public-house 
clubs. Where do the Reading or Henley Associations hold their meetings P— 
Iam, &c, 

A. J. MARRIorT. 





‘““MOMSER.” 
Srr,—‘‘ Momser ”’ is s!ang for the despised ‘ bleak.”’—I am, &c., 
Lex. 
University and Public Schools Club, 


HURRIED ANGLING EXCURSIONS. 

S1r,—I am quite persuaded that it would be of some service if those lovers 
of angling who know how to spend their time and where to go would, ina 
spirit of philanthrophy, make known to their fellows how to proceed, that they 
waste neither time, strength, nor money, ~ 

There are many who have only a few hours now and again to expend upon 
recreation, and they, if they are fond of the sport, will not be other than pleased 
to know how ones milarly positioned to themselves, spends an occasional after- 
noon. 

Being closely pressed in business, I caught up my rod and _tackle with a 
determination not to be a slave more than possible. In twenty minutes I found 
myself at Waterloo, and in twenty-five more Richmond was at my feet. A walk 
by the side of the water, and nearing Twickenham I cast my line, and was 
ambitious to catch large fish, and with spoon bait. I soon saw by the simul- 
taneous rising of small fish that their enemy was not far off, and that therefore 
my chance was not remote. My sport was satisfactory, and I spent an after- 
noon most agreeably and at little cost, and much profit to me in health and 
enjoyment. I do not give weights, as there is such a diversity of opinion as to 
what is and what is not satisfactory. But I am quite sure if a few others would 
narrate a few of their short expeditions it would be a blessing to the hard- 
worked men who are lovers of angling, but have hardly sufficient time to prac- 
tice it.—Iam, &c., 

Atex Ross. 

[This is a good suggestion. Many men would have a sort of Uhlan raid on 
the fish if they knew how easily it can be done. The best plan is to fish from 
one place down to orup to another, soas to be able to ‘‘ work in” the trains 
properly.—ED. | 





A FISHING CARD. 

S1r,—I beg to inform you that I have the privilege of fishing on two gentles 
men’s estates in Kent, situated about thirty-three miles from London. The 
two waters contain pike, bream, chub, roach, bleak, and eels. I have this last 
week given to me the opportunity of taking down there two gentlemen at a 
time. Itis private property. My terms are five shillings per day and board 
and lodgings. 

Two gentlemen caught in one day four jack, one weighed 21 lb., length 
3 feet 44 inches, besides perch, roach, and bleak; in two days one gentleman 
caught three jack, besides a quantity of roach. The large fish is now being 
stuffed, and when finished will be worth seeing. The gentleman who caught 
the fish isa member of the Wellington Angling Society, held at the Prince 
George, Hill Street, Walworth.—I am, &c., 

P. HAROLD. 

19, Danson Road, Surrey Gardens Estate, S.E, 





THE CIFY OF LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
Srr,—In the FisHING GAzzTTE of September 22, page 471, Mr. N. Darby- 
shire asks it there are any piscatorial societies in Liverpool. You kindly gave 
the address of our association, omitting the City—our association is the City of 
Liverpool Angling Association, held at 19, West Derby Road. 
In the next number of your paper, page 485, [ find it is answered by Mr. 

Woolfall from quitea different club, inanswer to which I can assure him that 
no member of this association has attempted to mislead any of their members, 
who are known to us and well respected. Nor have we made use of the name 
of their club to intimidate intending joining members.—I am, &c., 

E.R. HosBiyn. 
Lloyd’s Hotel, 19, West Derby Road, Liverpool. 

[The mistake, as explained last week, was made by our publisher; but 
as there isa ‘*City of Liverpool Association’? and a ‘‘ Liverpool Associa~ 
tion,’’? we do not wonder at the confusion, especially as both clubs are located 
in the same road.—ED.] 





ANGLING RIGHTS AND THE GREAT YARMOUTH 
PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Sir,—At the meeting of the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, held on 
Monday evening last, summoned for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the advisability of calling a public meeting, it was unanimously agreed that a 
‘* public meeting of the inhabitants of Great Yarmouth should be held at the 
Town Hall,” as many of the most influential townsmen had expressed a 
Ee, to assist the committee formed for the defence fund zz ve Heigham 

ounds. 

It is satisfactory for us as piscators to find that we have the substantial as 
well as the moral support of our fellow townsmen in this most important case, 
they doubtless seeing that their interest are as one with our own. : 

It would be a serious loss to this town, as well as to the villages near the 
broads and rivers in the district, were the anglers from London, the Midland, 
and other counties compelled to give up fishing in these waters through the 
advancement of riparian claims on the part of certain landowners, claims which 
we as a society deny the very existence of. : 

It is hard indeed to believe that waters, which have not only been fished from 
time immemorial but for many centuries—probably from long before the time of 
the Roman invasion the only means of communication between the various 
towns and villages in a very extensive part of Norfolk and Suffolk, there having 
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been no road in these parts, with one or two exceptions, until within the Ias* 

eighty or hundred years—should now for some unaccountable reason be pdurce | 
upon by certain rapacious landowners and closed against the public. There is 
one broad, for instance, Wroxham, which, although it has been navigable for 


. all time, the landowner must needs show his assumed right over it by putting 


chains across, so as to prevent wherries, yachts, and »mall boats from sailing, 
either for the purpose of pleasure or necessity, thereon. This, I am sorry to 
say, is but an instance of many. 

Touching the question of interests, to say nothing of rights, ia connection 
with this matter, 1 hold that probably one-half{—at all events. at least certainly 
one-third—of the visitors to this town and district are induced to come here 
through the attractions offered by the justly famous Norfolk and Suffolk broads 
and rivers. Do away with this attraction, and you consequently prevent one- 
third or one-half, as the case may be, of the visitors coming here. Such being 
so, I ask whether it is not the duty of the Great Eastern Railway Company, 
the North Norfolk and Midlands Company, the Steam Navigatisn Company, 
as well as every shopkeeper in Yarmouth, to assist us in our endeavours to 
maintain the public rights in this matter. This, of course, can only be done by 
their advancing us money to fight legally the various cases of unjust encroach- 
ment as they may crop up. 

I am sure I have only to Jay this important question before the piscatorial 
societies over the whole country, and appeal to their well-known generosity for 
support, in order to have it. Therefore, in the name of my society, I now do 
so, trusting that every angler will subscribe his mite as a little something which 
tends to uphold the just rights of every citizen against illegal riparian encroach- 
ments.—I am, &c., James LARK, hon. sec. 

162, King Street, Great Yarmouth, Oct. 3. 


PRIVATE RIGHTS OF RIPARIAN OWNERS. 

Srr,—In your editorial comment on a correspondents letter you say you 
have often endeavoured to impress upon everyone the fact that because a path 
runs along a river that does not give the public a right of fishing. Now, Ido 
not think, asa rule, many people run away with the idea that it does; but 
however that may be, what I want to know is this, and I earnestly beg some 
kind friends learned in the law to answer my question through your journal. 
Does the uninterrupted enjoyment of angling by the public for a term of years 
convey a public right? Ifso, how many years? This question settled, many 
anglers would be willing to try cases as they crop up.—I am, &c., 

A. J. MArriorr. 

[In that invaluable work, ‘‘Oke’s Fishery Laws,’’ we find this question 
answered thus :—‘‘ If the public have no legal right, no length of time during 
which they have been allowed to fish on sufferance will give them such right. 
In Hudson v. Macrae, it was held that sixty years’ uninterrupted user would 
not suffice, and along user was proved in vain in Hargreaves v. Diddams. 
The permission is revocable at any moment, and no reason need be assigned 
for revoking it.’’—ED. ] 





RUDD. 

Str,—I am of the same opinion as our friend ‘* Pixie’’ as to rudd being a 
separate fish. In the first place, they are found in large numbers, and of all 
sizes, in waters which contain neither bream nor roach. Also their manner of 
feeding is different from either. They are very similar to the bleak in habits, 
feeding at mid-water, or on the surface, having a long under jaw and a short 
nose, with the under one projecting upwards. They will take a fly as wellas a 
dace, and they are a very game fish when hooked, and one of the most 
beautiful of our freshwater fish when alive. J can come to no other conclusion 
than this, that the rudd are a distinct species of fish.—I am, &c., 

CAs. 

[The query about rudd got in by accident in consequence of our being away 
barbel fishing last week, or we should have said that there is no doubt aboat 
the rudd being as distinct from the roach as the dace is.—ED. ] 





THE BARBEL “ON” AT WINDSOR. 

S1r,—I saw ‘*Gray”’ last night (Windsor and Eton Thames Preservation 
Society’s keeper). He tells me the barbel are ‘‘on.’’ He took, or rather his 
patron, Mr. Woodall, did, thirty-five barbel and three chub between 3 and 4 lb. 
each one day last week. 

Yesterday he was fishing with a gentleman from the Castle (does not wish his 
name published). They took thirty barbel, and one chub between 3 and 4 lb. 
—I am, &c., T. Hoots. 

b.S.— Gray’s ”’ address is, ‘‘ Care of Mrs. Goddard, New Inn, Eton Square, 
Windsor.’ 

[This note from Mr. Hoole fully bears out Lumsden, of Datchet’s, strong 
conviction that barbel, contrary to the general belief, bite best in coldish 
weather. On Friday week we were fishing wih him in the weir and down the 
‘© old river.’? It was a warm, sunny day for the most part, and we only got 
two barbel, about 3 1b. each, and a chub, and hardly another touch. And 
then, as Lumsden predicted, directly the weather changed and got cold the 
barbel came on madly in the way described by Mr. Hoole. We can strongly 
recommend Lumsden to Thames anglers. A line addressed to Percy Cottage, 
Datchet, will find him. He was recommended to us by probably the best 
barbel-fisher living, Mr. Wheeldon, and after baiting two swims well, and 
throwing in hundreds of lobs while we fished, he only asked seven shillings for 
his day’s work, and he worked well, taking us from Datchet down through the 
old river and back up the Cut in the evening. By the way, what a glorious 
bit of water that old river is! and no steam-launch can invade its quiet bays 
and streams, shallows and deeps. It must be full of fish.—ED ] 





TROUT-FISHING. 

S1r,—In my letters on ‘‘Trout-fishing’’ there are, see, a few misprints, which 
render my remarks occasionally rather incomprehensible. Ifreaders will kindly 
remember this, I will ask your leave to correct these errors when the letters zre 
concluded.—I am, &c., ere Goss 

{The printer excuses himself by saying he finds the manuscript somewhat 
incomprehensible at times, when ‘‘F. R. C. S.’’ has evidently been writing 
hurriedly. —ED. j 


JACK AND TENCH FISHING AT ELSTREE. 
S1r,—Fishing the above water on the joth ult., I was fortunate enough to 
get a very pretty jack, live-baiting with a perch, andalso a splendid tench with 
gentles. It was a very boisterous day; the punts could scarcely live on the 
water; but the champion of the day was Mr. Manley, a member of the St. John’s 
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Wood Angling Society, who, in addition to a brace of splendid tench, hooked and 
landed, with the assistance of Mr. Callagan, a splendid jack, over sixty inches 
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in length, after ten minutes of the gamest play on the part of jack and captor. 


Mr. Manley, wishing to keep the jack alive, 
where it was the admiration of all beholders. 


which is not equalled by any in the 
[Elstree Reservoir is famous for a 
in question went overboard after one of them.—ED. } 


ee ED 





NUMBERS 
The number of visitors on Saturday was 
for last week of 91,502. 
the Exhibition has been over two millions. 


OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
25,486, making a total 
The total number from the opening of 


tookit at once to the Fisheries Inn, 
He was told the best thing to do 
was to give the fish sundry drops of spirits, which it took with some relish; and 
when I left him at St. John’s Wood, the jack was still alive and kicking. It is 
the intention of Mr. Manley to exhibit him at the St. John’s Wood Angling 
Society to any brother angler who may wish to tee this splendid specimen, 
Exbibition.—I am, &c., 
fine breed of ginghams; perhaps the jack 


HorsPUR, buoyant condition :— 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Miedieimae dines. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES, 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. : 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy and 


“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 
“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 

“ RED DRENCH,”’’ for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

‘* RED PASTE BALLS,’ for Conditioning Horses, 

“ BRONCHOLINE,” for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. 

«“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills. 
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“ GARMINATIVE CHALK,” for Diarrhcea in Lambs and Calves. 


be had separately. 
Patronised by Royalty, 
British Empire. 


Price of Chest, with “ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid, Hach article can — 


and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 


Groxce JAmes Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 


Noblemen and Gentlemen to ay his standard FLIES for the present season. 


or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, 


entlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. 
: he All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. 


ot the best fishermen of the day. 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper 
attended to.—[Apvrt.] 


A trial is all that is required from 


Flies,2s. per Dozen. 


No flies sent 
Patronised by soms 
Prices : 
Orders punctually 


DAY, 
22, DORSET STREET- BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 
AND WANTAGE, 


Bottles and Packets. 


SON & HEWITT, 





BERKS. 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 
STAND 468 
THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 


anbentor and Patentee of the Rew Perfect 
Combination Reel. 


This Reel obtained a First-class Bronze Medal at 
the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society’s Show at 
Falmouth. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each. 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
3s.; 3% inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, 4s.; 4} inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, Is, 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d, each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
Bottom Tackles, assorted, 1 yard long, hooked and 
shotted, 1s. 9d., post free; 80 yards of. Superior 
Silk Line, 1s. 2d. ; stouter, 1s. 6d. Superior Braided 
Waterproof Silk Line, 1d. per yard, equal in every 
way to the American. 

Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom fishing in the Not- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 3} inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, price 11s. 6d. ; a very superior outfit, 
rice I5s. 

All goods sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 
free by post. 





No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain, 


STEPHENS’ 


OTAINS FOR WOOD 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 
EBONY. 

Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe- 
ditious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney, Gold Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881. 








Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by post 
on application to 


HENRY C0. STEPHENS, 
191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 


STAND, 471. 


P. D. MALLOCH, 


209, HIGH STREET, PERTH. 

MANUFACTURER of every description of Fishing Rods 

and Tackle suitable for all parts of the World. Flies 
dressed to any pattern or description. From his experience 
and success as a practical angler P. D. M. is prepared to 
guarantee all goods of the most sound and useful descri; tion, 
also to give information respecting Localit es, Flies, and 
Tackle, specially for Riversand Lochs of Scotland, Inventor 
and Patentee of ‘‘Sun and Plavet’’ Reel, 


Descriptive 
Circular and Price List on Application, P 


For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 
HOUSEHOLD RECIPES, 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented with a valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, 
called 


“GOOD THINGS,” 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





*‘ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness,” —British 
Workwoman, 
“ Can scarcely fail to prove of service.’—The Rock, 
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ACCIDENTS !|—64, CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS. 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINS’ THEIR COST, 


ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER. 
INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY, 


The oldest and largest Company, insur.ng against 


Accidents of all kinds. 
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 
PAID-UP CAPITAL AND RESERVE £250,000, 
Mopgrratse Premiums. 

Bonus allowed to Insurers after five years. 
£1,840,000.- 

HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 

Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Giand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON. 

WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 


GRAR TS 


Morejla Cherry Brandy. 


The delicious product of the famed Kent Morellas. 
“ SPORISMAN’S Qouatity,” 50s. per dez., for Hunting and 
out-door use, 
* QuEEN’s QUALITY,” 42s., for household consumption and 
for ladies, 


GRANT'S ORANGE COGNAC, 


A tonic Liqueur of the highest class and most agreeable 

flavour, 48s. per doz Valuable to Sportsmen, and pleasant 

with aerated waters. A beautiful combination of Seville 
Oranges with the finest Cognac. 


GRANT'S GINGER COGNAC. 


A stomachic of extra superior quality, at 48s. per doz. Made 
of the finest Old Cognac, readily discernible by the palate, 
The best possible remedy for Cholera and disorders of the 
stomach, 
Sold by all Dealers, 


ickeou Acree 
T. GRANT, Distillery, Maidstone, 


Distiller of the celebrated ‘‘ OriGINAL Martpstonr Hot- 
LAND’s Gin.”’ 


| LONDON & COUNTY 
i ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
£10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 


57 & 58, 
CHANCERY LANE, 
JoHN STONE, Sec. 


























THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1833), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be published a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. ‘These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AW ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc. 


Tue AMERICAN ANGLER is published on Saturday of each ~ 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engravin 
of a representative fish of American witers. Drawings o 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tu ANGLER, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that ‘is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
252, BROADWAY, 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 

NEW YORK CITY, U.S. A. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—REDUCTION 
OF CHARGE FOR ADMISSION.—ONE SHIL- 
LING DAY AND NIGHT. 


eh AQUARIUM.—ONE SHIL- 
LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 
at one and Eight; also to Artificial Flower and Fruit 

ow. 
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OYAL AQUARIUM.—ARTIFICIAL 


FLOWER and FRUIT EXHIBITION, No extra 
charge, 


Ree AQUARIUM.—At 3.0 and 8.0, — 








the GRANDEST VARIETY ENTERTAINMENT 
in London, Twenty of the leading Artists, including = g 
pion’s Marionettes, Ethardo and Son (acrobats), Madam ¢ 
Claire Balfe (vocalist), the Rowella. Troupe, the Onzellas — 
(horizontal bars), the Lentons, Professor Grant (ventrilo= — 
quist), the Berisor Troupe, Captain Ureck, the Hungarian — 
Giant (bass vocalist), Bros, Almary (acrobats), Mark John=— 
son’s Statuary, &c. 
4 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
" BECKWITH’S ENTERTAINMENT, assisted by 
Lady Swimmers, at 5.30 and 9.30, ONE SHILLING. © 
Children free. : 


Rete AQUARIUM, brilliantly lighted 
by Electricity and the Pompeian Albo Carbon Light. 
The most brilliantly-lighted lounge in London, 











For ORNAMENTAL Ponps AND AQUARIA. | 


i” 


GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen) 
FOR SALE at R. ECKHARDT’S, B.. 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
for Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisuinc Gazerrs, No. 12, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications, 

Tus Fisninc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 








ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


_ The pen Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; or post 
ree, 10s, 6d, 

_ Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 


All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ot 
Tus Fisuine Gazerre, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Trish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, 
American Office and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N.B,.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, anv Co., the Proprietors, 
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THE THAMES OR “FLEET” AT OLD WINDSOR. 





By .J. P. WHEELDON. 





WAS very glad to see in the Fisu1nG GazErrTe the other day, 
-and taking the shape of an editorial note to a communica- 
tion from Mr. Hoole touching and concerning the doings of ‘‘ the 
Grays” at Windsor, a little, but, I may add, well deserved, com- 
pliment to a Thames fisherman called Lumsden, of Datchet. No 
one has a greater respect for ‘‘ the Grays,” or in other words, Jem 
and Dick of that ilk, than I have. In an absolute dearth of 
entirely reliable men, it is a perfect godsend to find professionals 
of their class, and with them, and a few more good ones I know of, 
I must now bracket the name of this latest addition to the ranks 
of good men and true, Lumsden, of Datchet, to wit. I write in 
this strain for a perfectly good and sufficient reason. It is not so 
many years ago since | wielded “first pen” on the angling staff 
of an ancient sporting journal. In those days if there was one 
man—and mind, one in particular—who (to twist a bit of slang into 
printable form) used to forcibly bring about the exhibition of my 
personal linen to the world, it was Lumsden. And for this 
reason: no sooner was there a big trout spotted up Surley Hall 
or Boveney way than Lumsden was on him like a policeman on 
to a juicy shank of mutton. And the devil of it was that he used 
to get ’em and I didn’t; and so that kind of thing fairly riled me. 
To the best of my belief, I slung ink about during that period 


_ pretty freely upon this very question, and I rather fancy a biggish 


splash or two fell upon the gentleman I am talking about. 
Very good; sothat now, if I take to patting him on the back 


' without any explanation, straightway some deuced good-natured 


friend will say, ‘‘ Ah, it’s all very well, old fellow; but what did you 
say ‘larst Toosday’ or this day six years ago ?”’ and ifI can’t say a 
syllable one way ort?other, round I go with my face to the wall, for 
all the world like a hardened juvenile offender caught red-handed 
with his fingers in the raspberry jam pot. 

Now, it seems that at the time when I was emptying the vials 
of my wrath upon Thames professionals fishing by themselves, 
and catching a trout perhaps for which many a good supporter of 
Thames; fishing has tried, and tried in vain, Lumsden was not 
a professional, and so perhaps had as much right to fish for trout 
asl had. Heisa “pro.” now, and I believe earnestly endeavours to 
make a good name for himself. He is civil and obliging, doesn’t 
mind going a little or long way from home (and touching this 
particular point, I may say that it is really an astonishing and 
beautiful trait to see how many Thames fishermen have a quite 
affecting love for their home and itsimmediate neighbourhood) ; 
when he says he baits a swim, I believe he does it to the best of 
his ability—aithough I by no means think that in any event it is 
not always far better to bait oneself—and at the end of the day is 
quite content with 7s. or 8s. for his labour. Above all, he sets 
his face rigorously against fishing by himself—a piece of amuse- 
ment which I am quite sure I shoyld have been tender to, had it 


pleased Heaven to make me a Thames fisherman ; and I wish to 
goodness it had! And still further, he has a bit of the most lovely 
fishful water, almost under his very nose, that mortal man could 
wish to look at longingly, and go away unsatisfied. ‘So much 
for Buckingham!” And now following on upon the editorial note, 
let me say half a dozen words as to the water itself. 

“The Old River,” or Fleet, as it is sometimes called, is the 
main stream of the Thames, divided, by means of a wedge- 
shaped spit of land, from a very long, canal-like cutting, leading 
down to the Lock at Old Windsor. At the bend of this lock- 
cutting is the weir fall, and its pool, and no man’s eye ever rested 
upon a more beautiful stretch of water. Some little time ago, I 
was up the stream with Lumsden, and, the river being exceedingly 
low and clear, I had a good opportunity of seeing some of the 
internal life of this glorious pool. At the right-hand side the 
fall rolls over a succession of concrete blocks and slabs of rock, 
worn smooth and round by the force of the hurrying torrent. In 
one V-shaped corner, just at the juncture of a long line of iron 
girders, a very heavy back eddy rolls up to the head of the fall. 
In the thick of this eddy I saw a very nice trout feed two or three 
times. The weir itself would be a capital place, I should fancy, 
for both spinning and live-baiting, after very hot weather had 
driven the fish up from the shallows; and, again, there is a good 
foot-walk right round it, somewhat high and exposed perhaps, 
but a standpoint, nevertheless, where a good fish could be killed 
easily enough, so long as the lucky man hooking him had a rod 
sufficiently long to check his almost inevitable rush under the 
beam sill. 

While upon the subject.of trout-fishing, I may add that I 
gathered from good information that a gentleman, after a heavy 
and persistent baiting for barbel, killed four grand fish with the 
worm, the largest just 11ib., while Mr. Hatfield, a well-known 
angler, got, if I recollect rightly, a brace of real good ones from 
the same pool—one at least of which is now all alive and well in 
one of the tanks at the Westminster Aquarium. 

Between the corner wherein the chief force of the eddy rolls 
and the first of the row of iron supports which uphold the foot- 
walk and platform, there was a bit of nice, quiet water below the 
then, literally, dribbling fall. The sun was brilliant in the exs 
treme, and, as I have said I think already, the water clear as 
crystal itself. Lumsden and I stood on the platform peering over, 
when he suddenly ‘‘ grippit” me by the arm, and “God save the 
Queen!” he cried, “‘ look at those enormous barbel.”’ I looked, 
and, sure enough, there was a mighty shoal of them, rooting and 
grubbing about in the bright water for all the world like a drove 
of pigs. I sent Lamsden for my leger tackle—not that I really 
thought of getting any—and quietly and very gently lowered a 
lively lobworm down until the gut and bullet lay on the top of a 
big weed-fringed stone, while the worm was lifted, swaying about 
in the small run of water. Fish after fish, big ones too—some of 
them 8 lb. and 9 lb. a-piece—came up and looked at the worm, 
but deuce a bit would they touch it. All they did was to give 
a tantalising roll of their great golden bodies, full in sight, and 
then sink quietly down again. There is avery heavy run of water 
in the centre of the weir, and then, to the left-hand side, looking 
down-stream, there is a fine back run, with a capital bottom, per- 
fectly clear of obstruction, and full of big barbel. Still, I had 
bad luck there the only time I fished it, for, although the weather 
and water were alike perfection, I never got one solitary touch 
the whole day, although fishing upon a well-baited swim. 

Shallows and deeps succeed one another for a long way 
down—that is, starting below the weir pool. Each stretch of 
shallow looks eminently trouty, while in and between the bushes 
lining the sides there are deep, still places, where there should 
be some decent pike found. 

As for these latter fish, I have little doubt that the Fleet holds 
a fairish stock of them, although not so many by a very long way 
as chub, roach, trout, and, above all, barbel. But that there are 
plenty of pike, Iam quite well assured, and for that best of all 
reasons, that I saw them myself. As we dropped quietly down- 
stream on that blazing hot day, we saw the fish lying in shallows 
still, or partially hidden by beds of water weed, and finding that 
barbel would not feed, I tried them with live bait: There was one 
fellow quite 14 or 15 lb. lying amongst some weeds, with his head 
and nothing else poking out into the clear water. From.acertain 
glitter about his eye (I could not see his fins whether they were 
going or not) I fancied that he meant feeding, ‘and so quietly 
dropped a nice lively dace—one of those little gentlemen that 
go in with a splash and a kick—on a paternoster, and close to 
hislordship’s nose. He never moved, and thinking perhaps that 
he could not see it, I moved it nearer and still nearer, until that 
unhappy dace was actually tickling his foe’s chin with the edge 
of his tail. Nota bit of notice would he take, and presently, 
with a kind of “I really wish you'd leave me alone” 
flourish of his tail, he dived deeper and deeper still into the weed 
bed, and I saw him no more, ‘Then I found a gent about 5 lb. 
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He was evidently on the moye, and lying on a gravel shallow on 
the look-out. Of course, with that brilliant sky overhead he saw 
ihe wave of my rod, and equally, of course, he sang es Of, off, said 
the stranger,’ took his hook, and left me with mine; but he 
shot away into a deep hole, and, curiously enough, that dace went 
after him to interview him—probably, with regard to his political 
opinions. Well, he assaulted the dace in an instant, shamefully 
assaulted it indeed, and tried to elope with it, so that I was com- 
pelled to ask the little one’s guardian in the shape of a Marlow 
hook, to tap him under the nose for decency’s sake, and after a 
little row in the hole he submitted with a good grace to enter the 
punt and receive a dose of “tip” on the back of his head. 
Altogether, perhaps, we saw some thirty or forty pike that day, 
and some of them very good ones. 

As to barbel, I should think that this glorious stretch of water, 
perhaps the least harassed by that curse of angling—boating 
traffic and launches—of any portion of the sadly harassed Thames, 
is literally full of them. There is a fine stretch of deep water on 
the further side, close to where an old, worn-out canal-boat or 
monkey-barge lies rotting away, and to my mind this long 
length of streamy water should be full of my gallant friends. 
Then below there is a deep swim exactly opposite to the high 
clay bank which marks the bend of the stream as seen from the 
railway line, and here the bottom is level enough for long corking, 
while there are plenty of fish into the bargain. Quite the last 
thing at night on the hot day upon which I was there, I got five 
fairly decent fish, losing one which I think was a very good one ; 
by the way, he pulled heavily upon the top joint before finally 
saying good-bye for good. 

Again, right in the middle of the stream, but a considerable 
distance down, and much nearer to the famous trout-haunted 
hole close to the entrance of the lock cutting, there Is a very 
deep hole lying below a high shelf in the bed of the river. The 
water foams and ravens over this shelf with tremendous force, 
while such is the power of the stream that it wants a good large 
bullet to hold the bottom. Floating in this hole is entirely 
useless, and so again in the next, just above the bush which 
marks the head of a little ait in the centre of the stream. Both, 
however, are full of fish, while in the hole, close to the lock, there 
should be both good pike and perch, 

Many days in early spring next year, so long as I keep my 
health and strength, will find me on the charming “ Fleet” in 
search of trout. There they are, I am well assured, and in the 
present, if anyone wants a good all-round day, let him write or 
wire to Lumsden, of Datchet. 





FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 
(Continued from page 490.) 


(ESAS NALLY trout which appear to be rising freely refuse 

a dry fly floated down over them. They are then often 
taking the larva as it rises from the bottom before it arrives at 
the surface, and will sometimes come at the artificial fly if it is 
allowed to sink a few inches. It may be thrown above them, as 
in dry fly fishing ; or they may be fished for down-stream, with a 
good length of line out, the angler keeping as much out of sight 
as possible. A larger fly is advisable when fishing in this manner, 
and of course it is not dried between the casts. 

With regard to choice of flies, so much has been written con- 
cerning this matter in the pages of this journal that I need hardly 
add anything. My own experience leads me to think that the 
flies absolutely necessary may be reduced to a very small number. 
On'Hampshire rivers I find that nearly every fish I take during 
the first two months of the season is caught by the hare’s ear 
dun and the olive dun, with an occasional Wickham or blue dun. 
After the end of May the grey and red quill gnats are especially 
useful ; and latterly the small black gnat and yellow dun. In the 
summer the Wickham is often a very good evening fly. All these 
require at times to be dressed on very small hooks, especially for 
the latter half of the season—from oo to 1, and seldom larger 
than 2. For evening fishing at dusk the common and 
silver sedge, the coachman, and the Wickham, again, are the 
most to be relied on; and I should have mentioned, for early 
evening summer fishing, the spinning jenny, From one end of 
the season to the other, the angler provided Only with the flies 1 
have mentioned will not do badly, and they will be found effective 
anywhere in England, Wales, or Scotland, with the addition of 
the March brown for the spring months and a few red and black 
hackle flies forthe summer. A greater variety may undoubtedly be 
faund occasionally useful, but I am convinced that success in 
filling the basket depends in the long run not so much on the fly 
used as on the care with which the first cast over a fish is made. 
The young angler should pay especial attention to this. Let him 
keep well out of sight of his fish, put bis fly on the water above 


it as lightly as possible, so that the gut creates no disturbance, 
and he will become a successful fisherman, and I shall be glad if 
the few hints I have given in these columns help to make him so. 
[We hope before long to publish some particulars about flies 
for Hampshire streams, written by Mr. H. S. A 2 





‘THE BARGEE AND THE SPOON. 


HE attention of Mr. Ghurney and those interested in the 
River Lea is respectfully directed by us to the River Report 
from our correspondent at Waltham Abbey. It appears that the 
bargees on the Lea have discovered that by trailing a spoon they 
can overcome the scruples of sundry jack and perch to leave a 
subscription water at the invitation of any but ticketholders. Our 
correspondent says he ‘“‘knows’”* the deadly nature of the spoon, 
and that it is quite as “‘ destructive as the side net.” It cannot 
be said of the Lea bargees that they belong to the class Mr. 
Chamberlain has described as getting their living by a process of 
‘unearned increment,” for it would appear that they not only 
‘toil’? but also ‘‘ spin.” 
Those parties who pay rent for the fishing should be careful 


to ascertain that the bargees are duly provided with ‘‘through” ~ 


fishing tickets for the season. 





INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


\ X JE are informed by the executive committee that the para- 

graph which has recently appeared in a weekly contem- 
porary, and which has been quoted in the daily papers, to the 
effect thatthe diplomas are now ready, is incorrect. The design 
for the diplomas is in the hands of the artist, Mr. Linley Sam- 
bourne, and is not yet ready for reproduction, which, on account 
of the size of the plate, will necessarily occupy a considerable 
time. The reproduction will be executed through Messrs. 
Waterlow and Sons (Limited), who will avail themselves of the 
process of photogravure, 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR. HOOLE. 


M® THOMAS SPRECKLEY has kindly consented to accept 

the post of chairman of the committee, Messrs. R. B. 
Marston and P. Geen to be joint treasurers, and Mr. L. Bonvoisin 
hon. sec. The executive committee have approved of a draft 
circular, which will be issued to angling societies and others as 
soon.as answers from a number of gentlemen who have been asked 
to consent to have their names placed on the committee have been 
received. 

A better testimonial to the general respect and esteem in which 
Mr. Hoole is held by London anglers could not be given than 
the fact that Mr. Spreckley is chairman ofthe fund, and in avery 
kind letter has promised a handsome donation. 





ANGLERS AND THE PROPOSED I.0CK BELOW 


RICHMOND. 


should like to have the opinion of practical Thames 
anglers as to the probable effect that would be produced 
on angling if a lock is placed below Richmond. It seems to us 


that the fishing would be much benefited by the increased bulk ‘ 


of water, and that ina very short time Thames trout would be as 


plentiful at Richmond as they now are at Kingston. The glories — 
of Teddington as an angling station would probably revive, and — 


the fish, instead of being either drowned in a flood or else gasp- 
ing for breath in the almost dry channel left by the tide, would 
always know where they were, and might be expected to feed in 
a well regulated manner. 
or not, the proposed lock is a thing devoutly 


to be wished for, 
and all anglers should support the movement. 





AMERICAN BLACK BASS. 


pe gentlemen desirous of obtaining live black bass for the — 


But whether the angling is improved 


ps, eet a ce 


purpose of stocking waters are invited to apply to the 


Editor ofthe FisHinGc Gazette, 12, Fetter Lane, London, The 
Marquis of Exeter, Mr. R. B. Marston, and other gentlemen are 
now arranging to get over a further supply from America, where 
Mr. Silk is at present collecting them. We fully expect he will 
bring ever some thousands of titese magnificentfish, © 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


NORFOLK BROADS AND RIVERS.* 


It is with much pleasure that we welcome a_ beautiful volume 
just published by Messrs. Blackwood and Sons, on the 
rivers and broads of Norfolk and the country in which 
they are situated. This peculiar district and its interesting and, 
to most people, charming scenery has found a most able, graceful, 
and thoroughly appreciative exponent in Mr. Christopher Davies. 
As we follow his pleasant pages, scene after scene comes before 
us with life-like distinctness and fidelity, and every now and then 
his word-pictures are reflected in some of the most exquisite 
illustrations imaginable. These illustrations, indeed, deserve a 
special word of praise; they are permanent photographs, printed 
by a process which, while it retains the inimitable accuracy of the 
photograph, has none of that brutal truth which, in the eyes of 
artists, detracts so much from the value of the camera picture. 
These photo-engravings have the appearance of exquisitely 
delicate and soft sepia drawings, and we question whether the 
finest copper-plate or steel engraving could produce a more 
harmonious and pleasing effect. 

As a specimen of Mr. Davies’ style—a style which it seems to 
us has grown out of the clear, calm, and sweetly-fresh scenes it 
describes—we quote the following description :— 

‘It might be imagined that the scenery of such a flat and marshy country 
must be most uninteresting. Yet it is not so, except, perhaps, near the sea, 
where the vegetation is not so luxuriant as it is in the upper reaches. 

‘*On either side of the river, and around the broads, is a dense wall of 
emerald-green reeds, from 7 to to feet in height. Then come the yellow iris 
flowers, tall and bending rushes and bulrushes, the sweet sedge, with its 
cucious catkins; tangled feathery grasses in such variety that, as you stand up 
to your waist in them, you may pluck a dozen kinds without moving ; blue 
clusters of forget-me-uots, foxgloves spikes of purple loose-strift, and broad tufts 
of valerian, bushes of woody nightshades, and, sweeter than all, masses upon 
masses, all the way along, of the cream-white and strong-scented meadow- 
sweet—these are what make the immediate banks changing panoramas of kalei- 
doscopic beauty. Then on the water, beneath the reeds and across shallow 
bays and in the little ‘‘ pulks,”’ or miniature broads, which everywhere open off 
the river, are lilies, yellow and white, in dazzling abundance. Here and there 
are tropical tangles of wood, a picturesque house in a cluster of trees, or a 


reed-stack floating on the river with a supporting wherry hidden somewhere 
beneath it.” 


CoLour on THE Broabs, 


_ The far-reaching marsh has a beauty of its own, that of chan zing colour as 
the wind bows the many-tinted grasses and flowers, and the wind-waves and 
cloud-shadows sweep along ; while everywhere are the snowy sails of yachts 
' and red brown canvas of the wherries. The atmospheric effects, too, are 
unusually beautiful, and sunrises and sunsets glow with a warmth of colour that 
gives the placid lagoons an almost unearthly loveliness, while, when the sun is 
set, the mists often show lakes and ships and islands that vanish with the dawn. 
Colour is seen far away—a group of sed and white cattle, or the scarlet berries 
of the guelder rose entwined around some fallen willow, with a gleam of sunshine 
upon them, willlighten up miles of marsh. Then the flight of hawk and heron, 
snipe and wild duck, the splash of fish, and the scattering rush of the small fry 
as a pike makes his raid upon them, are incidents of every hour.”’ 


We wish we had space to go through the book chapter by 
chapter, but must content ourselves with briefly indicating its 
contents. The wonderfully prolific bird and fish life of the dis- 
trict affords matter for many pleasant pages; the Norfolk wherry, 
that swift, powerful, and not ungraceful craft, so peculiar to these 
waters, is almost lovingly described by our author. Nor would 
anyone who has only seen one of these barges alongside a wharf 
with sail furled, its paint and varnish shining in the sunlight, 
the only sign of life about it a dog or cat curled up asleep on deck 
and the smoke lazily drifting from the cuddy chimney, no one 
would imagine what an almost eerie effect is produced when from 
some bend of the river the great, dark, wing-like sail suddenly 
appears in the moon-lit reach and swiftly and noiselessly passes 
and disappears. The skipper may sing out to you to ask the time 
or to know whether the tide has turned, but, as a rule, he is as 
silent as his craft, and, except the gentle rippling of the water at 
the bow, not a sound is heard. 

Other chapters are devoted to yacht voyages on the Yare, Bure, 
Waveney, Wroxham Broad, the Hundred Stream, Horsey Mere, 
and the other broads and rivers, the Herring Fishery, a run 
down the coast, to eels, otters, swans, decoys, &c.—in fact, 
nothing of interest in, on, or around these endless waters escapes 
the notice of our author, and the result is a most complete and 
captivating description of a country which, though wanting in 
the grander elements of natural scenery, yet claims attention by 
beauties all its own. Rarely have we met with a work which has 
given us greater pleasure than this, and it is with the utmost 
confidence that we recommend it to the notice of our readers— 
they will be delighted with its treatment of a subject which has 
paramount claims on the interests of anglers. 


a SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsSSSSSSSs 
_* “Norfolk Broads and Rivers; or, the Water-Ways, Lagoons, and Decoys 
of Fast-Anglia.’”’ By G. Christopher Davies, author of ‘The Swan and Her 
Crew.’’? With 12 illustrations from photographs by the author. William 
Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, 1883. 
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OGDEN’S O O O BLACK GNATS. 


M® JAMES OGDEN, 28, Winchcomb Street, Cheltenham, 

sends us some samples 9f his imitation of the wee black 
midge, or “ Angler’s Curse.” They are exquisitely made with a 
ribbed shining body, rather long, and evidently dressed ona hook 
specially made for Mr. Ogden on Mr. Hall’s pattern as regards 
bend, but not eyed. The gut is very nice, and the whole fly isa 
morsel dainty enough to deceive the most cautious trout or 
grayling—when not in a too critical mood! By clipping off the 
wings with a fine scissors the winged “curse” is easily converted 
into a sort of black spiderkin, which is often deadly when the 
other is not looked at. 





re reece ar ment ee 





HIGH TIDES AND THE THAMES. 


VERY high tides may be expected from the 17th to the 2oth 
inst., and overflow of water on to low-lying grounds may be 

anticipated. Those who have suffered previously from high tides 

are advised to take every precaution against those of next week. 
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OUR ASSOCIATION: A DAY’S EXCURSION. 


OvR association claims to hold a unique position among angling 
societies, for although it is a large and popular society the members 
never fish, or think of fishing, for prizes, and if among our 150 members 
one could be found bold enough to advocate such a thing he would 
be promptly set down as a ‘“‘pestilent heretic.” All our funds are 
devoted to fish culture and the hire of fisheries, and everyone is con- 
tent to fish out of pure love of the sport alone; but to produce the 
necessary sociality required among such a large body of members the 
committee arrange excursions in the course of each year, and these 
excursions, with the annual dinner, are found to be productive of the 
happiest results in bringing members in contact and friendship with 
each other. 

Several of the landed gentry of our county are members of the 
association, and they are always ready to stretch out a helping hand 
to further our progress, and hitherto we have always been able to 
make our excursions to some gentleman's country seat, where either 
the fishing or the beauty of the spot to be visited has offered ample 
attractions to our members. A ‘‘leading feature’? in these excur- 
sions, and one that is much appreciated, is that the journey is always 
by road, which enables members to see more of the country than they 
would doin going by rail, it gives time for much fun, jollity, and 
fishing gossip, and largely promotes free and hearty companionship. 

Let us, however, get to the account of our first excursion this year. 
The day is the 1st of August, and we rendezvous at the headquarters 
of our association ready for starting punctually at 7 o’clock in the 
morning. About fifty members muster, and as we have a drive of 
upwards of twenty miles before us we find two omnibuses, each with a 
four-in-hand team, provided for our accommodation, Theteams are 
‘tooled’? by members of the association, for on occasions of this 
kind ‘‘ members only ’’ is the order of the day, and among us are to 
be found two Jehus fully capable of driving four-in-hand in good 
style. Before taking our seats let us take our stand outside our 
quarters to watch the members arrive, and what a pleasant study it 
is. What looks of hopefulness of the day's sport on the faces of 
some, and of determination to outdo themselves on the faces of others ; 
but all faces are alike lighted up with the anticipation of the day’s 
pleasure. Here comes one evidently specially devoted to pike- 
fishing, and loaded with rods, bait can, &c., and bent upon capturing 
the big gest fish in the day’s take. Then come a small knot who 
think good perch-fishing the acme of human happiness. Hard upon 
them comes some roach and general fishermen, all loaded with rods, 
&c., and then one who would refuse the offer of the best day’s general 
fishing ever dreamt of for a few lively hours among the trout with a 
fly. 

Herd are now to be found disciples of all the various branches of the 
the sport ; but the group of members waiting has not swelled much 
before you hear a shout of ‘‘ Here’s the President,” for he has the 
failing of being over-punctual, and a very good failing itis. On 
looking down the street you see a happy-looking individual hurrying 
along, and as he comes tripping among us with his cheery, ‘Ah! 
dear boys,” it is apparent to all that he is now in his etement, and 
brimfull of delight at the prospect of the day’s sport. He is accom- 
panied by his assistant, who, in addition to a formidable array of 
rods, creel, bait can, &c., carries a basket of flowers, for it is a fancy 
of our president that on these occasions everyone shall be decorated 
with a ‘‘ buttonhole.” ; 

Punctually at 7 o’clock off we go amid merry shout and laughter, 
and with the discordant notes of the post-horn, which horn is, of 
course, appropriated from the first by the veriest tyro at blowing it 
to be found among the whole party. However, everyone among us 
is far too happy to take much notice of the horrible noises issuing 
from the horn, but the late risers on our route are rather disturbed by 
the unwonted noise as we rattle through the streets of our ancient 
borough, and they hurry to the windows in various stages of deshabille 
to ascertain the cause of the commotion, and are at once met with 
the good-natured chaff of the occupants of the top seats of the 
omnibuses, 

We are soon out of the town and roliing along the pleasant country 











- 


roads—never so beautiful as they are in the balmy fragrance of an 
early autumn morning, when the dew drops lie thick upon tree and 
hedge-row, and the banks are bright with gay autumn flowers. It is 
now that the day’s enjoyment really begins, and each one settles 
down to enjoy itin his own particular way. Some find pleasure in 
the scenery, the pure country air, and fish and other gossip, some in 
the efforts of the tyro of the post-horn, and the efforts of others to ex- 
tinguish him, and those inside one of the omnibuses are greatly 
amused by the vagaries of a humorous member of the committee, 
whose cherub-like expression of face covers an infinite fund of harm- 
less fun and mischief. He acts the part ofan amateur conductor, and 
salutes the rustics with cries of ‘‘Benk! Benk! Cite! Benk!” 
As we pass through the villages he picks up some of the urchins 
running by our side and gives them a lift on their way to the village 
school, and anon he jumps from the footboard to greet some poor old 
dame with a ‘‘Good morning, mother,” and a hearty shake of the 
hand, The stolid, worn faces of the poor old souls light up with 
pleasure as they look on his happy good-natured face, and they smile 
to see him rush off tocatch us up again. And so the time passes all 
too quickly, and we find we have arrived at our ‘‘halfway house,” 
where the horses are to be rested and baited. Here we find a 
German band discoursing sweet (?) music in front of the hotel, 
and the opportunity is at once made the most of by the amateur 
of the post-horn. Seating himself on the footboard of the omnibus 
quite close to the band, he proceeds to make the most hideous 
discords it is possible to imagine, with the result that most of our 
party immediately try to get out of hearing; but when it is all over 
they, come” forth again, one of the party goes round with a 
hat, and the band get such a bumper that they will remember 
their self-elected member for many a long day. 

Horses are put to again, and soon we are passing through the 
park ard past the front of the hall down to a group of tents 
pitched for our accommodation close to the river by the orders of 
the kind-hearted Squire, who is our host on this day. Here we find 
his genial steward, who introduces us to the head-keeper—a very Ajax 
among men—and others. 

The steward at once leads the way to the largest tent, and invites 
us to partake of wine or beer and biscuits; and, after giving each 
member a luncheon ticket, requests us to assemble at the tent again 
at two o’clock to meet the Squire, who is travelling down from London 
by the early newspaper train, on purpose to give us a welcome and 
to preside at the luncheon. 

Having refreshed the inner man, we make the best of our way to 
the river, under the guidance of the head keeper. Here we find 
another instance of the thoroughness in which the Squire has gone 
to work. to welcome us, for men have been at work for some days 
cutting the rank growth for two miles or more along the river bank. 

The day is an ideal fishing day—cloudy, and a south-west wind; 
and the words of the song come up in our memory: 


‘* Hurrah for the sou’-west wind, 
To the angler it ne’er comes unkind, 
Though it pours and it blows, 
Still a fishing he goes, 
Hurrah for the sou’-west wind !”” 


Luckily for the comfort and health of all of us, it does not pour, 
for a twenty-mile drive home in wet clothes is no joke. But it does 
blow, for the wind has freshened since we started, and is now blowing 
a stiff breeze; and, as we disperse to left and right along the river banks, 
each in search of likely-looking places for his particular branch of 
sport, hopes run high in anticipation of a good morning’s sport. Alas! 
how soon we realise—what so many of us have experienced before— 
that large catches are very much the exception rather than the rule 
when all are strangers to a water. However, although our united 
catch, if credited to one man, would not suffice to make his name 
immortal in our district, we are content, and wend our way across the 
grass, still heavy with the glistening drops of an early morning 
shower, to the luncheon tent, telling by the way tales of large fish 
seen or hooked and lost, for never a one among us can show a fish of 
1 lb. weight. 

We reach the luncheon tent, with appetites keen set ; and here we 
find the Squire, who has arrived during our sojourn at the river. 
Kach member is introduced and greeted with a few kind words and a 
hearty grip of the hand. The greeting over, we/‘file into the tent, 
which we find gaily decorated with evergreens and flowers, and the 
tables spread with a splendid luncheon, tastefully set off with fruit 
and beautiful hot-house and other flowers. The Squire presides, and 
is supported on his right by the Mayor of our good old borough, and on 
his left by the honorary secretary of our association, in the absence of 
the president, who, in search of sport, has wandered so far away that 
for once his golden rule of punctuality is broken through. Grace is 
said, and we fall to upon the many good things spread before us and 
quench our thirst in the best of wine from the cellers at the hall. 
Presently the Squire rises, and, prefacing the toast he has to propose 
by saying that speeches must be short, for we have come to fish and 
not to listen to long speeches, he, in a few well-chosen words, pro- 
poses the toast of ‘‘ The Queen and Royal Family.” He next proposes 
the toast of our Association, in terms very pleasant to us to hear, and 
couples with it the names of the president and secretary. 

The president, who has arrived very hot and flurried just as nearly 
everybody has finished luncheon, promptly rises to respond, and 
returns thanks for the splendid hospitality and genuine welcome 
shown tous. The secretary briefly endorses the president’s remarks; 
and then our worthy Mayor rises to propose the health of our host. 
This he does in first-rate style, and we back up his words by loud 

‘ applause and three times three, 
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The Squire, in his reply, gives us a most interesting speech, full o 
his experiences in fish, water plants, &c., met with in his many travel 
in this and foreign lands; and he tells us of the time when salmon 
used to run up the river we have just been fishing, of the immens 
trout caught there, of those now there (and that was very interestin 
indeed to some of us), and of the countless numbers of bleak that 
still run up the river every year. 

During luncheon the secretary has been much interested in conver 
sation with the Squire about the large trout in the river, and especially 
about a 6-pounder somewhere about the Mill Poolthat might possib: 
be taken with an artificial minnow—a fly is quite out of the question 
for these aldermanic gentlemen, like big Thames trout, refuse to look 
at anything so light and trifling as an artificial fiy. The interest is very 
considerably increased when the Squire requests him to walk down to 
that Mill Pool with him after luncheon, so that he may show him 
where the “‘ big uns”’ are to be found, and how to set to work to catch 
them. 

Somehow or other, almost all other earthly thoughts vanish from the 
mind of our secretary, and even the good things spread before him 
(to which he is usually not insensible) seem to lose their accustomed 
charm, for if there is one branch of fishing more than another upon | 
which he is slightly ‘‘touc hed,” it is trout-fishing, especially for 
“big uns,” a 

Luncheon and the speech-making over, we are grouped, and photo- 
graphs are taken to hang of the walls of our room, ‘The Squire then. 
leads the way across the park down to the Mill Pool, and he is accom- 
panied by many of the party, who are desirous of seeing the capttire of 
a big trout. When we arrive there, we find a member has forestalled - 
us. He is perch-fishing, and does not dream of great trout near him; 
but just as we reach the water a grand fish drives at a shoal of small 
roach on the edge of the rush of water coming through the sluice. 
The sudden rush, and the size of the fish, so startles the perch- 
fisher that, on recovering his breath, he blurts out, ‘‘Oh! Lord, did 
you see that?” This creates some excitement among the many 
members who have come down, few of them having ever seen fishing 
for large trout. All eyes are now fixed on the Squire and the secre- 
tary, as the latter rigs up a small Devon spinning-bait on his old fly 
rod, and this keen and close interest in his doings on the part of the 
rather large audience has a decided tendency to disconcert him; but 
he strives against the growing excitement, knowing fall well that 
success depends upon his coolness. The spinning-bait is soon ready, 
and the Squire, after requesting the company to draw back, stands 
on the right of the secretary, giving him directions, which in the roar 
and rush of the water it is very difficult to hear. The first cast is 
made, and the minnow has hardly travelled two yards, when, 
‘“Whoosh!” and a splendid trout drives straight at the minnow, only 
to fall back pricked but not hooked, much to the chagrin of the secre- 
tary, and the evident disappointment of the Squire, who now counsels” 
await of a few minutes. During this time he explains the best mode 
of fishing the Pool, which the fisher, under the bothering circum- 
stances of utter strangeness to the water, and the company of so 
many onlookers, finds it simply impossible to carry out with satis-— 
faction to himself or anyone else. oy 

Having rested the Pool, a secondattempt ismade, and almost at 
the first cast a splendid six-pounder, at the very least, shows his” 
magnificent proportions and beautiful colours, as he leaps in the rush 
and boil of the white, foam-flecked water, and he too falls back pricked 
but not hooked. The feelings of that unfortunate angler may be 
better imagined than described, as, in addition to losing both fish, 
he has also evidently lost the good opinion of the onlookers, who, in a 
measure, look upon themselves as aggrieved individuals, defrauded 
of their amusement; and he has grievously disappointed the kind 
Squire to boot, who, although he strictly preserves the water at the 
Mill for the fishing of his friends staying at the Hall, is particularl 
anxious that we shall take away a big trout as a trophy worthy of th 
occasion. The secretary now gives place to. our president, who trie 
a larger spinning-bait ; and the same game of rising, pricking, and 
losing is all gone through again. The disappointed and discredited 
secretary has in the meanwhile gone to the lower pool, and is stil 
followed by a knot of interested spectators, who have not quite lost 
all faith in him. Here, under the guidance of the jolly miller, he 
casts under the arch of the bridge, and right up to where the water 
comes up from under the mill wheel. A particularly exclusive trout 
makes this his home, so the miller says; but the angler, standing 
down stream, and having to cast up stream, finds it very difficult to 
get any spin on the minnow before it is carried from under the arch 
and into the pool by the rapid rushing water, But at last down goes” 
the point of the rod in a vicious manner, plainly telling that “his ex- | 
clusive troutship ” has been enticed from his retreat. A few seconds 
of the thrilling sensation that follows the hooking of a big fish suc- 
ceed, then up flies the point of the rod again, and our usually (when 
fishing) tranquil-minded secretary is certainly inclined to “ cuss,’ 
and without doubt is doing so mentally. Everybody, with the excep= 
tion of the clergyman, the miller, and the head keeper, now give him 
up as an arrant impostor and unmitigated duffer, and they ‘cleat 
out”’ accordingly, for which he is by no means sorry. Most of them 
go off to the Hall with the Squire, to see his unrivalled c ollection of 
works of art and curiosities, and the secretary goes to fish another 
part of the poolin peace and quietness, and is soon rewarded by being, 
fast in a good fish. The fish begins the fun by taking a leap — 
high out ofthe water, and then comes quietly towards the landing net — 
as if disgusted with the whole proceeding. But the sight of the net, 
held by the burly head keeper, who stands in the water, is too much — 
for him, and he rushes off with tremendous vigour, and it is only after - 
a gallant struggle for ten minutes or so, during which the old fly-rod ~ 


: 

















_and fly-line are put upon their mettle, that he can be induced to ap- © 


\ 
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proach the net, when he is safely grassed and found to weigh 2} 1b. 
The bad luck of our secretary almost pursues him to the last, for the 
instant the line is slackened on netting the fish the hooks come away, 
thus showing the slightness of the hold, and accounting for the 
length of the fight. The erstwhile impostor and duffer is now famous 
in the eyes of the few who have gathered together as the news of the 
fun going on has spread, and he stands in the centre of the group, 
answering questions, gazing at the beauty lying at his feet, and look- 
ing as if the unsatisfied longings of human nature were now almost 
satisfied, This being the most notable catch of the day, we forth- 
with decide to have him (the trout, not the secretary) mounted and 
hung in our committee-room as a memento of our glorious visit. 

The excitement having expended itself in admiration of and talk 
about this capture, the jolly miller proposes an adjournment 
to his house, where we all drink his jolly good health, and then we 
follow the head keeper to the eel-trap at the mill, for the Squire has 
very good-naturedly told the secretary that he wishes all the eels in 
the trap to be taken up to the tent and divided among our members 
before we starthome. We find about eight stone weight of splendid 
eels in the trap, and some of them weigh close upon 2 1b. each. 

Seven o’clock, the hour appointed for our homeward start, is fast 
apptoaching, and we all make the best of our way back to the tent, 
first calling at the Hall to show the captured trout tothe Squire, at 
_ which he is much pleased. At the tent we find refreshments of every 

kind and cigars for those who care for them, and while the horses 
are being put to we drink to the health of the steward, and thank him 
for his kindness to us during the day, and in the toast we include the 
health of the keepers and others who have been with us. The eels 
are then shared, we take our seats, and off we go on our home- 
ward journey, shouting good-byes to all our friends of the day, and 
S a pass the Hallringing cheers are given for the Squire and allhis 

amily. 

“«May his shadow never grow less,” is the heartfelt wish of every 

one of us,—a wish not called forth simply by the generous hospitality 
we have received at his hands, but for his geniality and single-hearted 
liberality to all who come in contact with him. Truly he isa man of 
sterling worth, and would that, in these days of agricultural depres- 
sion, from which our county has grievously suffered, there were many 
more like him—with his means and his disposition to use them—and 
our villages would not then have known the poverty and partings so 
common in recent years. In the three villages that own him Squire 
no labourers have had to leave their old homes, for he has had another 
large lake made, and thus found employment for all the surplus 
labour of the villages. 
’ We give a parting salute to the lodge-keeper as we leave the Park, 
and then the horses settle down to their work, and we shortly begin to 
pass through the villages, every one of which we find, as long as day- 
light lasts, e2 /éte to receive us—old and young, gentle and simple, 
have all come out in the pleasant evening air to see us pass, and wish 
us hearty ‘‘ good nights,” with much waving of handkerchiefs and 
kissing of hands—for the latter our amateur conductor makes the 
most profuse acknowledgments. Knots of merry boys and girls run 
shouting and laughing by our side as long as breath lasts, and as we 
leave them behind we send a shower of coppers as a parting gift, for 
which they scramble. 

And now our day is nearly done, for the lights of the town shine 
and glimmer in the distance. Horses are pulled together, the horn- 
blowers prepare themselves for a final effort, and we dash through the 
streets and up to our headquarters, with clatter and noise enough to 
content the heart of the noisiest among us. It is just upon eleven 

‘o’clock, but there is just time enough for the friendly parting glass, 
and to drink to our next merry meeting. This we do, and then amid 
handshakings and “‘ good nights” we disperse, each one tired and at 
peace with all men. 





































of the object; and when the Bray people apply for a grant, there 
can be no doubt that they will get a favourable hearing from the 
Commissioners. 
At Westport and other places on the West Coast similar meetings 
-have been held. There are very fine trawling grounds on this sea- 
board, which have never yet been worked, and public opinion is ex- 
ceedingly strong that the Government should employ a suitable 
cruiser, with a supply of trawls on board, to go over the ground and 
test thoroughly the character of the bottom. 

It will interest many of your readers to know that on most of the 
Irish rivers still open for angling the ‘‘takes” are very fine, and the 
fish generally in splendid condition. The open waters are Ballycroy 
rivers, which will close on the 31st inst.; Ballinahinch (county Gal- 
way), Oct. 15; Bandon, Oct. 12; Bann, Oct. 31; Bantry Bay rivers, 
same date; Blackwater, Oct. 12; Buncrana, Oct. 313; Burrishoole, 
Oct. 31; Bush, Nov. 1; Carragh, Oct. 15 ; Cashla (Screebe), Oct. 31 ; 
Cashen, Oct. 31; Dauros, Oct. 31; Doohulla, Oct. 31; Easkey, 
Oct. 313; Erriff, Oct. 31 ; Fane, same date ; Foyle, Oct. 31 ; Galway, 
Oct. 15; Glenarm, Nov. 1; Glendun, Nov. 1; Gweebarra, Nov. 1; 
Ien, Oct. 31; Inny, Oct. 15 ; Kenmare Bay rivers, Oct. 31; Laune 
and Killarney, Oct. 15; Leannan, Nov.1; Lee, Oct. 13; Liffey, 
Oct. 31; Louisburgh, Oct. 31; Maine (Flesk), Oct. 31; Owenea 
(Glenties), Nov. 1; Palmerston, Oct. 31; Roe, Oct. 31; and Water- 
ville, Oct. 15, Prices continue high here, 1s. 6d. to is. Iod. and, in 
some instances, 2s. per ]b., the rise being caused by the circumstance 
that during the past month no less than eighteen rivers were closed 
to salmon angling in Ireland, some of them the best grounds in the 
country. 

It Has long been a standing reproach to Dublin that it is the worst 
supplied city with fish of all kinds in the empire, and the dearest at 
the same time. Many projects to rectify this great want have been 
from time to time mooted, but nothing has come of them; and in the 
opinion of many no suitable remedy will be found until English enter- 
prise shall supply us with fish caught ia our own waters, The experi- 
ment might be worth trying by capitalists on your side, so far at least 
as this city and the large inland towns are concerned. It may be 
brocdly asserted that all classes of fish of the coarser kinds are at 

least 30 per cent. dearer in Ireland than in the London market, while 
salmon, turbot, trout, and others of the high-class articles are 3d. to 
6d. a pound ahead of the rates generally ruling in the English 
metropolis. 

With regard to oysters, judging from present results at our native 
beds, it would seem as if we shortly would have none of home growth. 
The yield is trifling, and the bivalves of a small and inferior quality, 
while retail prices are up to 2s. per dozen. In this dearth American 
oysters are largely imported here, principally from Maryland, their 
fine condition and flayour recommending them extensively to the 
attention ofconsumers. These are Is. rod. per dozen, 








THE PHANTOM FISHER. 


—_——_— 


lie 


ACROSS the lonely autumn wold 

The many-coloured leaves are flying; 
Yon beeches burn like ruddy gold, 

And drearily the winds are sighing: 
They moan above the chill, deserted river, 
And sadly through the fading alders shiver. 


Il; 
Fair May stole on us long ago, : 
Her hawthorn blooms around us blowing, 
That felllike flakes of fairy snow 
Upon the stream, so smoothly flowing, : 
Where, through the long, bright day, the trout were playing, 
Andall creation madly went a-Maying,| 


III. 


In spirit was I there, I ween! 
All day amid that burst of glory 
A phantom fisher flogged unseen 
A stream renowned in trouting story— 
Drew ghostly trout along the golden shallows 
From their dim haunts beneath imagined sallows, 


IV. 


But in the flesh far, far away 
I mused beside the sounding billow, 
While visions wild of foam and spray 
Were nightly floating o’er my pillow ; 
A spectral angler through the silent hours, 
In streams that freshen Dreamland’s dusky bowers. 


V 


Thus through the daylight’s garish time 
My soul was roaming by the river, 
And o’er its depths, at midnight chime, 
Still did a phantom fly-rod quiver. 
When shall I:in the /Zesk my Copham clever 
Wield once again ? Pale echo answers, ‘Never! 


F, B. DOVETON. 


MARCH BROWN. 





IRISH FISHING NOTES. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


: DUBLIN, October 9, 1883. 
I REMEMBER hearing a distinguished Waltonian remarking, half a 
dozen years since, that it made his breath come and go to think of 
the prosperity that was in store for Ireland when her magnificent 
coast fisheries are made to be what Nature intended them, and what, 
sooner or later, they must certainly become. The present condition 
of these fisheries is an anomaly that it would be hard to parallel. 
During the past season especially the swarms of fish around our coast 
were enormous, but owing to deficient boats, imperfect gear, and 
defective harbour accommodation, the smallest quantities on record 
of mackerel and herrings were captured by our fishermen; while with 
their finely-appointed luggers, Englishmen, Scotchmen, Manxmen, 
and Frenchmen reaped an exceedingly rich harvest, steamers on the 
grounds taking their finny captures immediately across channel. 
Thereis, however, a prospect of a change for the better in the con- 
dition of the Irish fisher population, in consequence of the legislation 
of last session; and certainly anything that tends to increase the food 
supplies of the empire should be regarded with great satisfaction by 
every one. I should here mention in this connection that the country 
is bestirring itself to take advantage of Mr. Blake’s Act, and already 
several meetings of the landed gentry and others have been held in 
the West of Ireland for the purpose of having its provisions extended 
to their respective neighbourhoods. An important gathering was 
held at Bray to-day to ensure the construction of a suitable fishery 
harbour there. Lord Powerscourt presided, and was supported by 


clergymen and residents of all classes and parties in furtherance Eastbourne, Oct., 1883. 
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SALMON & TROUT FISHING 


Chas. Farlow & Co., 
1191s SoA None L@UN ORE 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
IMPORTERS OF SILK-WORM-— GUT, 
Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 





Richmond, 


Henry Howard, one day, seven dozen of roach ; another day, 15 lb. of roach 
and dace; another day, 221b., and another day, 26]b. Job Brain, in one day, 
with Mr. Weatherhead, 24 lb., and hooked a fine barbel; played him for 
twenty minutes, and then lost it; in four other days a total of 60lb. Henry 
Mansell, in one day with Mr. Williams, 201b. of roach, and in five other days 
58 lb. of roach and dace. H. Wheeler, in seven days, 106]b. E. Brown, in 
the same time, a similar quantity. C. Brown, in six days, 100}]b. of good 
woes The bank anglers have been making some good shows of roach and 

ace. 

Twickenham. 

John Spong, in one day with Mr. Ellis, 21 lb. of good roach and dace; 
another day, with Mr. Wagsted, 221b. of roach; seventeen roach out of them 
weighed together 12 lb. 20z. Richard Moffatt in, four days, twenty-eight 
dozen of roach and dace. John Dobbin, in five days, forty-two dozen. H. 
Chamberlain, in three days, 18; dozen. Samuel Cole, one day, 18 lb. ; another 
day, nineteen dozen of dace, and another day 161b. of roach. George Cham- 
berlain, in three days with Mr. Beard, 345 good sizeable dace. Joseph Dunn, 
in four days, 345 dozen of roach and dace. Mr. C. Miles, fishing a short time, 
caught u barbel of 3;1b. George Coxen, fishing for Mr. Miles, of the Queen’s 
Head, in one day, got 261b. of good roach. James Coxen, in one day with 
Mr. Bicknell, eleven dozen of roach and dace, and in two other days twenty- 
three dozen. A. Fanning, in one day with Mr. Bensfield, 19}1b. of good fish. 
R. Coxen, in three days, 35 1b. of roach and dace. John Coxen, jun., in one 
day with Mr, Simpson, 3% dozen of fine roach. A private punt, in one day, 
35 1b. of dace. . 

Wind north-east, and weather more like summer than autumn, and Iam 
pleased to say we are still very busy, and have this day eight punts already 
ordered for Saturday. This season has been the most successful one 
both for myself and patrons since I have been at the Two Sawyers. 
If any of my patrons want a good day’s fishing before I leave, it must 
be before the Fishery Exhibition closes, as I close my books on 
the same day, Jack Spong, with Mr. Wagstaff, of Epsom, took 20 1b. of fine 
roach, and one dace ina day. This is the best roach take in one day this 
season, and on each other day good baskets of fish. ‘Our Joe,’’ with Mr. 
Walker, East India Road, took 201b. of dace (raking) in one day. Pert 
Hammerton, Dicky Moffatt, ‘‘ Little Mouse,’? Harry Chamberlain, ‘and Mr. 
Chamberlain have all been busy.—Two SAWYERS. ‘ 


Teddington, 


John Stevens, in four days, twenty-six dozen of roach and dace ; Joseph 
Baldwin, in four days, 13} dozen roach and seven bream; Charles Baldwin, in 


two days, 73 dozen of roach; Benjamin Stevens had a similar result. Frank - 


Kemp had a gocd take of roach and bream at the weir. The fishermen in the 
tidal waters of Richmond and Twickenham have desired the head keeper of 
the Thames Angling Preservation Society to report ‘the fish are still on the 
feed and very plentiful.’’ 
Kingston, 
John Johnson, sen., in one day, 43 dozen of roach; John Johnson, j i 

three days, twelve barbel, ten dozen of roach and hss a two chute i. 
Wilks, in two days, eight dozen of roach and dace; the bank anglers at 
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Kingston about six dozen of roach and dace, with some good barbel, perch, 
and bream, and at Surbiton about seven dozen, with some good bream, chub, 
and barbel. Three jack have been caught from the bank this week. 


East Moulsey. 
Thomas Milbourne, son of the veteran William Milbourne, writes as follows : 
—<‘‘Fishing for barbel with Mrs. Roberts at Hampton Court Bridge on 
Saturday last took two very handsome trout, one of 12 Ib, and the other of 
5lb. They were carefully unhooked and returned to the river. They went 
away without being the least injured, ani, curious to say, these fish wer 
hooked and played at the same time on two separate lines. A great quanti 
of people stood on the bank to witness the sport. I think Hampton Court has 
shown itself well this season with Thames trout.’”? John Smith, in two days, 
twelve barbel and three chub; William Milbourne, in one day, eight dozen 
roach and three bream. 
Hampton, 
J. Langshaw, in five days, eighty dozen of roach. Langshaw says: ‘* Th 
roach and jack are well on the feed just now. The bank anglers during the 
week have been getting as many as eight dozen of roach and dace.”’ ‘ 


Sunbury. 
E, Clarke and sons, in five days, fifteen barbel, twelve dozen of roach and — 
dace, fourteen jack, the largest 441b., and seven bream. T. and A. Stroud s — 
boats, in the same time, twenty seven dozen of roach, dace, and gudgeon, A 
eleven perch, six chub, a brace of jack weighing 11 lb., and fouebarbel, Some — 
of the bank anglers have got ten dozen of roach, dace, and gudgeon, and a few 
barbel have been caught from the bank. 


Walton. q 
J. Hone, in three hours, three dozen of roach and dace and a couple of 
bream ; another day, in two hours with Mr. Wood, a fine pike of 20} 1b., and 
two dozen of roach. George Hone, one day, seven bream, averaging 21b. 
each, and a2 )b. chub; and another day, with Mr. Mackrill, six brace of 
erch. ' 
z The fishing here this last week has not been very brisk. ‘Che water now is 
getting in good condition for fishing. Mr. Wood, fishing with J. Hone on the’ 
7th inst., took a fine jack, weighing 20 lb., length, 3 feet 6 inches, after twenty © 
minutes’ play with a paternoster bait; H. Hone, sen., one day, four dozen 
roach and dace; Watford, one day, three dozen roach and dace ; G. Hone, in ~ 
one day, four dozen roach and dace; J. Hone, one day, five dozen roach and 
dace:—S. ROSEWELL. 
Weybridge. 
Mr. A. Hepburn, in one day, three jack, the largest 7} 1b. 


Shepperton, 

David Hackett, in two days, a jack of 5 1b., four dozen of roach and dace, 
and two chub ; J. Smeath, in the same time, three jack and six dozen of roach 
and dace; W. Rogerson, in two days, thirteen dozen of roach and dace anda 
chub of 2 lb, 

Old Father Thames is looking bright and cheerful again, and the water down 
to summer level. Now is the time for barbel and bream while this nice 
weather lasts. Gentlemen should not lose time now as the fish are coming — 
round. My three days’ fishing, seven bream, four barbel; fourth day, two 
bream, four barbel, and some fine roach. Legering roach up to IIb. each. 
I am to be heard of at Dackett Point, above Shepperton. Jack punts ready, 
and swims baited for barbel and bream.—JAMES HASLETT. ; 


Chertsey, 
J. Poulter, in two days, five barbel and eight dozen of roach and dace, and 
James Haslett, in three days, seven bream and fouc barbel. 7 


i 


Staines, & 

Mr. Currie Banfield, in five days with John Keene, sen., twelve duzen of © 
roach, the largest 131b., and sixteen barbel; Samuel Scott, in three days, 
sixteen dozen of roach, some 1 1b: each, and four jack, the largest 7 lb. ; C. 
Hone, in six days, nine jack and five barbel, and J. Keene, jun., in two days, 
five barbel and four dozen of roach. : 

a 


s 


UPPER THAMES, 


4 
*- 


The water has been such a dirty greenish colour that very little has wall 




















done, although much attempted, during the past week. At Bray, a bank 
has landed 8 1b. of roach and a chub of 5 lb., all from one little eddy. A’ 
Cookham, Mr. De Brienski has hac several jack anda perch of 2 lb. 7 0z., 
which took a 7 oz. roach which was being used as bait, I fancy this is an 
unprecedented affair, and should be very pleased to have experiences from the 
GAZETTE readers. At Medmenham, Mr. Troup with Tom Street has h 
some fair roach and also a trout of about 15 1b., which partook of a gentle ani 
was gracefully returned to the river. From Henley I glean that Mr. Biddowe 
has taken a jack of 53 1b. and some excellent chub. Mr. Palmer, three jack 
ranging between 4 1b. and 61b., and three patrons of Parrott’s, three good 
trout, which, of course, were carefully returned to the river for another se ison. 
At Shiplake weir pool, Sir Maurice Gordon has had twelve barbel, and in the 
Caversham Waters, Messrs. Brooksbank and Jones have had some grand dacé 
with the tail of lob, four or five of the take going over 8 oz. each. Water now 
in prime fettle, wind west and weather ‘* scrumptious.’’—MarLow Buzz. 


Goring, 

Water getting in good order for all-round fishing. Roach have been biting 
well this last few days, takings about six and eight dozen a day, some roach 
going over one rlb. Prospects at present look good for this week.—JoHN 


Rusu. 
Oxford, 

Dear old Father Thames stands sadly in need of a good cleansing, for during 
the past week he has been in a beastly dirty condition, and, I am sorry to say, 
sport has suffered considerably in consequence. No one has been able to turna fin. 
except one friend of mine, who went out on Wednesday, and after some hours’ 
patient waiting only took one small perch, which he had to kill before he could — 
extract his hook. Our efforts to stamp out poaching have so far been recognised 
by the Town Council, who have granted twelve of us powers to supervise the back ~ 
streams—not before it was wanted; and I hope, now that we have once started — 
to crush the hydra-headed incubus which has so materially assisted to spoil our 
sport, we shall receive the co-operation of the outside public. I have just had 
the pleasure of meeting Mr. Spreckley and Mr. Geen, who have come down ~ 
to have a chat with our committee over the by-laws; so altogether matters in 
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prospective wear a very rosy appearance. Next season we intend placing 
Lund’s boxes at each of the locks within our district ; and eventually I hope to 
be enabled to follow the example of the Reading Society by introducing a new 
strain of trout into the Thames at Oxford. No town in the kingdom possesses 
finer water, and if we can only put a stop to the taking of undersized fish, I see 


no reason why our fishing should not be equal to any on the Thames.—MEDLEY- 


TROUT. 
Cherwell. 


Mud to the right of us, mud to the left of us, mud all around us, seething 
and flowing ; and as a natural consequence, fishing is at a standstill. This is 
not to be wondered at considering the tremendous quantity of colour even a 
slight storm of rain will throw into the river, and the manner in which it is held 
back by the rush beds and silted up portions which retard the water and make 
it unfishable for a much longer period than it takes the Isis to clear, but as a 
scheme for draining the entire length of the stream, as far as Islip, a distance 
of five miles, is in course of contemplation, a material change will I hope 
be effected by the operation. On Thursday. Mr. Davis had four good chub, 
going 22)b., 21b., 21b., 21b., at Mesopotamia, and on the 7th inst., Mr, Allum, 
at Woodstock-road, took twelve roach, Yesterday, Mr. Mallet, im a private 
water, landed four perch, the largest weighing 1 lb, and a jack of 1} 1b. The fish 
I reported as taken by rod and line and weighing 70 Ib., were, T am informed, 
partly obtained by a net, but with the owners permission, and with the assist- 
ance of his keeper.—CuEmrwett OTTER. 





Ancholme District. 

The waters remain considerably discoloured through the rains which fell last 
week, but they are fining a little, and will now soon be in capital condition. 
Some good catches have been made in the neighbourhood of Brigg. Three 
anglers got three stone of roach and perch in an afternoon, but the baits used 
were not reported. A match took place at Brigg about a week ago with mem- 
bers of the local angling association. Owing to inclement weather the sport 
was bad. The following are the chief prize takers :—1, Charles White, 25s. ; 
2, Gervaise Darley, 15s.; 3, John Weston, Ios. ; 4, Alfred Miller, 7s. 6d. ; 
5. John Hopkins, 6s.; 6, William Darley, 5s.; 7, George Sowerby, 4s. ; 8, 
W. H. Dalton, 3s. ; 9, John Smith, 2s. 6d. ; 10, Thos. Watson, Is. Cdr rl, 
George White, 1s. The prizes were paid to the successful competitors at the 
club room of the Nelhorpe Arms, Brigg, the same evening, after which a most 
enjoyable evening was spent. The weather is now very fine and pleasant, and 
I hope shortly to report some good catches of bream.—TIuomas Forp, 


Caistor. 
Bala Lake (North Wales). 


During the last week the pike have been fairly on the run and in splendid 
condition ; a quantity have been taken varying from 6 to 8 lb. in weight. One or 
two monsters have been played with, but unfortunately lost; The perch have 
not taken so well, although a few fair baskets have been got.—M. Roparrs, 


Chichester. 


Being too late for post, I wire some good news for rodsters. Mr, Willison 
writes to me from Selham: ‘‘ The water here in good condition. Mr. Powell, 
this week, in a short time, took fifteen roach, weighing nearly 18 Ib., the two 
smallest scaling }lb. each. From the canal nothing noteworthy.””—G. F. 
SALTER. 

Dove. 

Bottom fishing has been more successful than the fly this last week. Pike 
fishers, particularly, have been doing well; many decent takes of fish are 
reported from the lower reaches of the Dove and Churnet, as also from well- 
stored private ponds in this district. Spinning the live bait has been most suc- 
cessful. A big shoal of pickerel (whilst cleansing operations were being cat ried 
out) have been got from the milldam at Hurston in the Dove, at a 
point higher than these fish usually frequent. Their presence may be deplorable 
amongst the trout and grayling by Norbury and Mayfield, unless the floods of 
the ensuing winter carry them lower down.—SPLODGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


Salmon fishing began in earnest on October 1st. The river was in grand 
order, a fine black water, and a lot of fish were landed. Some had one, some 
two, and one lucky chap had tree ; cthers had a woful tale to tell of breakages, 
with the loss of both fish and tackle I have heard of several such mishaps. 
The fact is, really good salmon gut is difficult to get in Carlisle, and the 
Jarge sized flies used at this time of year very soon * neck’’ the gut by their 
weight. Again, there isno doubt that there are plenty of large fish in the 
river, and it behoves every angler to look well to his tackle. On Tuesday last 
the gardener at Newby Grange landed a fish of 35 Ib. in the Crosby Water, and 
a good many over 20 Ib. have been killed. At present the river is like a clay- 
dub, and will hardly be in order before Saturday.—Sinver Grey. 


Fen Drains (Boston), 
’ There ig still tco much water in the drains fur successful angling, but the 
colour is very tempting, and we may soon hear of some good captures. On 
the Bargate Drains in fact the roachers have began to take the fish very fast 
and of good size. It is of nice height and in splendid condition. A few fine 
days and other drains will be equally well conditioned. On the South Forty- 
foot there has been a little sport, both at the Boston end and further up the 
stream. The water, thougn, is still discoloured, and there are many 
obstructions in the way of weeds. Several gentlemen have come in with decent 
baskets since Tuesday morning, and many of the fish have run up to # Ib. I 
hear of an odd pike here and there, and of a few perch also from the Forty- 
foot. From Leake it is reported that a few roach have been taken, and also 
some nice perch. A nice bag of roach was made near the Northlands Bridge 
by Mr. Hurst, on Wednesday, and he also had a tench, 2} 1b. On Monday 
at the same spot he got a brace of nice pike. Very few visitors were out, and 
the trains on Saturday brought only a very limited quantity of anglers 
into the district. Things are sure tobe better at the end of the week.— 


T. B. 
Idle (Notts), 


There is often some very fine fishing on the river Idle, a slow- going, sluggish 
stream, draining a fenny country in North Notts and South Yorkshire, and not 
‘seldom are fish got from it of exceptional size. Ata recent meeting of the Idle 
Drainage Commissioners, James Oldield, fireman on a steamboat, reported 
that whilst running near to the bank at Tindale Shoal, Idle Stop, the paddle of 
his boat caught a salmon and threw it out on to the bank, The fish was a very 
_ fine one, weighing 12 1b, The capture of a salmon in this water is somewhat 
rare.—L, 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing. —This week the weather has been very fine, ani boats have re- 
turned to harbour with good catches of conger, cod, whiting, &c. Friday and 
Saturday several pleasure boats were out, and had good sport among the 
whiting, which were biting freely. Monday the fishing took a turn, the whiting 
refusing to bite, so conger lines were got out, and soon all hands were busy, the 
result being fine catches. One party, with T. Davies, fisherman, caught a 
conger 6 feet 6inches in length and weighing 54 1b. On Tuesday, one boat 
caught 125 lb., another 120 lb., and others ranging from 1001b. downwards. 
Fisherman W. Redmore has had a party of gentlemen out with him each day 
this week, and the following are the weights of fish taken on the different days : 
—Monday, 112 lb, of conger and a few whiting ; Tuesday, 40 lb.; Wednes- 
day, 71 lb. conger and acod of 11 lb. Fishing from the pier and rocks has 
been very slack. On Monday, while a party of gentlemen, out with W. Lock, 
were fishing off the Morthoe they were hailed by a passing vessel and their 
attention called to a small whale floating about a quarter of a mile off. They 
got up their anchor and pulled off to the monster; they found it to be a small 
whale of some 20 to 25 feet in length, the back of it being as white as a hound’s 
tooth. It was swimming very leisurely in an E.S.E. direction. One of the 
gentlemen fired two shots into it, which caused it to quicken its pace. When 
last seen it was about five and a half miles off the land, and swimming very 
fast, Fishing prospects very good. Weather fine and warm; wind blowing 
lightly from W.N.W.—E. Comer. 


Lea (Rye House), 
The water is in good order, and there have been several roach taken the last 
two days. On October 7 there were several roach taken. Mr. A. Moss hada 


jack and some perch During the week there were some perch taken ou5 of 
the Stort— Wa. CowELL. 


Lea (Sewardstone). 


There have been several fine takes of jack during the past week, varying 
from I lb, to 4 1b. each, The water is insplendid condition. 


Iea (Waltham Abbey). 

The water isin first-class order for all-round fishing. The roach are coming 
to their old form, bran and bread in preference to gentles. Since my last some 
very good jack and perch have been taken, and one very handsome trout taken 
with a worm while perch-fishing. ButI am very sorry to report that the barge- 
men now are using the spoon bait up and down the river daily, and I know it 
to be a very ki ling bait, and it is quite as bad or destructive as the side net, 
and I think it should be put a stop to.—PENCIL. 


Lea (White House). 


The water here has been in splendid condition for roach fishing for some days 
ast, and those lovers of the ‘‘roach pole’? who have taken advantage of it 
ave been rewarded by some baskets of really good fish, in fact, blanks have 

been unknown. Should the present fine weather last the shoals of dace on the 
sballows, round and below the garden, will continue to afford plenty of sport to 
the fly fisher, either whipping or with blow-line.—G. BERESFORD. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These waters are both very clear and not too high and in excellent order for 
the rod and line. Some good fish this week have been caught up the Pinsley 
with the little male willow fly ; this fly for some time will be a sure and certain 
killer. A large number of fish have been taken about here with ‘‘ Wilson’s”” 
favourite grasshopper, which is a popular bait in these waters with professional 
anglers. Ten splendid grayling were killed in the Arrow with the grass- 
hopper. On Friday, five grayling were killed by the same gentleman, At 
Eardisland, on Monday, some splendid grayling were landed with grass- 
hoppers. On Tuesday, a gentleman paid a visit to the Lugg, near the 
Leominster and Bromyard railway, and soon caught a nice dish with the 
maggot. Some rain fell on Wednesday, but not sufficient to interfere with 
anglers. We have of late little doing up the Shobden quarter ; a few fish have 
been caught. A fisherman visiting the town was fortunate enough to oatch 
some fine grayling near Eardisland, while fishing with the red worm. Each of 
the streams around Leominster abound with splendid grayling. Weather very 
changeable. —GWYNNE. 

Medway (Tonbridge)? 

Water in good condition for all-round angling. During the week several 
jack have been taken, but there have not been a great many anglers out. A 
special meeting of the local angling club was held on Tuesday evening, under 
the presidency of Mr. T. Elliott, of Tonbridge Wells, to take into consideras 
tion what steps should be taken with regard to the poisoning of the river and 
destruction of the fish. It was unanimously resolved, as the Local Board of 
Health repudiated all responsibility in the matter, to have the samples of water 
analysed, in order to see whether or not it contained sewage. Of course, the 
result of this will finally settle the question.—Yer Mepway WATER-Rat. 


Oulton Broad (Lowestoft). 


Ihope tasend you some reports now our autumn fishing has commenced and 
we get the 1eal anglers down—men who don’t mind a bit of rough weather, and 
who mean to get good fish. The butterfly anglers, who only put in an appear 
ance in warm weather, have no idea that there are any better fish here than the 
small fry they catch. The pike are then too well fed to look at a bait ; but now 
they are coming on, and can be had by live- baiting in the bays, or spinning the 
American spoon, which has proved itself so deadly on most of our Norfolk 
Broads.—G. Mason, 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham), 
The rivers are now in better condition than they have been for three months 


past.—S. E. 
Ouse (Littleport). 


The following will show you the old river has still some roach left in it when 
the time comes to get among them. 5th inst.—Out myself for three hours, got 
11} lb. good roach; Mr. R. Hills, Cambridge, 10 lb. fine roach, in two and a 
half hours; Mr. Purchas, Cambridge (secretary Cambridge and Ely Angling 
Society), 8 lb. roach in one and a half hours. 6th inst.—Myself, 144 lb. roach 
in two and a quarter hours; Messrs. P. and H. Holland, Newmarket, 264 lb. 
roach during the afternoon, 14 lb. of which were caught during the last quarter 
of an hour; Messrs. H. Heading and E. Hills, Ely, 30 Ib. roach during after- 
noon. 7th inst.—I went out again myself, and took 23 lb. roach in three hours 
(doubt that if you like, only I can prove it mm twenty places). 8th inst.—Mr. 
H. Lee, Cambridge, 21 lb. fine roach ; Mr. W. Pryor, Cambnidge, 13 lb. roach; 
Mr, Grey, Cambridge, 11 Ib, roach; Mr. Norton, Cambridge, 8 lb. roach in 
two and a half hours. 9th inst.—Dr. Cooper, Cambridge, 18 1b. roach; Mr. 
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Whitehead, Cambridge, 15 lb. roach. roth inst.—Mr. W, Thurston, 10 lb. 
roach. 11th inst.—Mr. J. Head'ey, Cambridge, 4} Ib. pike.—CHARLIE 
SOUTH. 
Severn (Shrewsbury). ' 

During the week the river has fallen a great deal, and is now in fair angling 
condition. I hear that there are a goodly number of salmon in the upper 
waters, so that we may expect to hear of some fish being taken before the close 
of the season. Bottom fish have had some fine sport lately, and are now busy 
among theroach. One angler, a Mr. Blunt, on September 13th, took sixteen 
fine fish, 14th, eighteen; 15th, twenty-eight. October 8th, twenty-two ; 9th, 
twenty. Mr. Woodfin also caught six nice fish on the 8th. These were all 
taken with the maggot, and in Beck’s field, which is situated close to the 
Welsh Bridge. Ata meeting of the Board of Conservators for the Severn 
Fishery District, which is to be held at Worcester, during the present m onth 
deputations will attend from the Shrewsbury Town Council. The following are 
the gentlemen selected from that body: Councillors Geo. Groves, John 
Blockley, John Robinson. The Severn Angling Society will also attend for 
the purpose of talking over the proposed bill, The river is at present a fair 
colour.—SEVERN SALMON. 


Taw (North Devon). 


Waters have risen considerably, and this week some good catches were made. 
One gent got 18 1b. peel; another four fish, averaging 31b.; another five fish, 
and another six fish. Few salmon have been taken, but peel are taking the 
minnow: ‘The river to-day has gone back, and Saturday will be (if no more 
rain to-night) fit for the minnow. The lower Taw, once so much despised, 
has now become the best part of the river.— Rusty GAME. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


The Teme is itself again in this district, and either top or botton fishing 
can again be indulged in, the water having almost cleared itself. Mr. G. 
Page visited this stream and caught some very nice grayling top fishing. On 
Saturday a gentleman, just below Teme bridge, caught some fine fish with the 
willow. On Monday another gentleman, above the same bridge, tried the 
green insect fly with great success, for in a remarkably short time he 
caught a dish of very fine grayling, the fish during the whole time taking the 
fly eagerly. All up this streamthe fish are sporting freely, and pike being 
absent from the stream in this particular locality, fishermen can expect good 
sport. The river authorities are on the atert, now that trout are spawning, 
and have caused notices to be posted warning persons not to take, or attempt 
to take, trout, under a penalty of £2. ‘There has been little doing in the Rea 
or Kyre, but a few grayling have been caught at the entrance of the Letwyche. 
Some good fish have also been caught with the worm, but the weather is 
unsettled. We are glad to be able to state that the hop pickers have nearly 
all left the banks of the Teme, which has resumed its usual quietude.— 


W ORCESTER. 
Teme (Ludlow). 


The Teme in this district is again in good order for angling. The water of 
the stream has gradually gone down, at the same time assuming its natural 
colour. The late rains have proved of immense service to all the tributaries 
around here, many of them becoming almost stagnant for want of rain, and 
very impure. The change has been very beneficial to the finny tribe, and ac- 
ceptable to the angler. Though the sky has been overclouded for several days, 
good fly and bottom fishing has been had in this district. Some good perch 
and rough fish has been caught in the Ludford Orchard side of the Teme. On 
Monday, lower down near Steventon Manor House, good grayling were 
landed, which, when placed in the scale, averaged $ 1b, allround. At Ashford, 
near Teme Villa, some dozen of all sorts, grayling, perch, &c., were hooked 
with the maggot and worm. Salmon still up from the Severn, and attempt to 
leap the Ashford weir. For hours each day every autumn for years a well 
known sportsman, an antiquarian, &c., F. Nash, Esq., of Dodmore Lodge, 
watched the salmon in their attempts to cross the weir, and by frequent letter 
called attention to the obstruction. The unfortunate gentleman was recently 
kitled on the railway. Little doing in the Letwyche. Good catches in the 
Corve, Ony, and Clun. Weather changeable, with wind plump south.—S. 


Torridge (Torrington). 

River in splendid order for fishing, and the weather very enjoyable. I have 
heard of seventeen peel and one salmon taken this last week with the rod and 
line, most of themin the free water near Torrington. About one month of the 
fishing season leftt.—PRACTICAL ANGLER. 


(Trent Newark). 


The water and-weather have been a little better for fishing most of this week. 
A good many anglers have been out, and some of them have done fairly well 
among the roach, dace, and bream. I had a few hours among the roach 
yesterday, but I could only raise a dozen fair-sized fish. I tried paste, worms, 
and gentles ; but not-a fin could I stir with either of the former, gentles getting 
the whole of them. Isawa stranger who had a couple of dozen very fine 
dace, gentles, he told me, being the lure he used. One of our locals had six 
or seven very nice bream, taken with tail end of lobworm. It has been raining 
most of to-day, so probably we may have an alteration in the water by the end 
of the week, but at the time of writing it is in fairish condition. "Worms and 
gentles will be, I think, the best baits under the present conditions.—THE 


TRENT OTTER. 
Trent (Nottingham). 


During the week the river has fallen rapidly, and many anglers have been 
out. In the upper reaches several salmon have been caught with the worm, 
and a successful rodster, Mr. Brown, of Derby, has taken during the season 
sixteen of these splendid fish. From Weston reports are to the effect that bream 
and roach have been killed with the worm, and that roach and dace have also 
been killed. The barbel season is nearly out of date, and it is clear, through 
frosty nights, that the fish have retired to their winter quarters. On Thursday 
night the river was in fairly good condition for chub fishing, and prospects 
were of a most promising kind.—Turz MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Waveney (Beccles). 


As predicted in my last report, the recent rains have changed the appearance 
of the water considerably, in fact, it was fully expected a flood would be the 
result, but am pleased to say the water has been and is going down nicely, 
although at\present very much coloured; but by Saturday it will be in good trim 
for all-round fishing, providing there is no more rain. The fish have been well 
on during the week, some nice bags of roach and perch being taken. Pike 
have also been feeding well. Two gentlemen out on Tuesday had a nice sample 
of roach, some good fish. I have also heard of a nice take of nineteen perch on 
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Wednesday, all good fish, I should advise anglers to try their luck with the 
perch : there are good fish in the river and waiting for the angler. Several pike 
have been taken : Mr. Francis one of 8 lb.; Mr. Balls, a good fish, weight — 
unknown, and Mr, A. Balls hooked a large fish by the swing bridge, but it broke 
away. All mostly taken with artificial bait, which is considered best when 
water is at all coloured. It has just come to my knowledge that a large pike 
34-lb. was caught on Oulton Broad the other day. It will interest your readers 
to know that some of the trout (which were turned into the river two years ago 
by the Norfolk and Suffolk Acclimatisation Society) appear to be thriving well, ; 
having been seen in various places, and one was very recently seen near Beccles — 
Bridge weighing about 4 lb., others of 2 and 3 lb. have also been seen. It is — 
anticipated that the time is not far distant when trout fishing in the Waveney 
will be another addition to the many kinds already attainable in this productiviil 
stream. For the edification of my brother anglers in the town, who are not 
acquainted with trout fishing, I would say that should they (by accident or 
otherwise) now capture a trout they are bound by law and as honest anglers to 
return it immediately to the water. Wind §8.W. Prospects good.—A — 
WAVENEY ANGLER, 
Witham. 


The waters of the Witham are tearing away more like a mill race than a 
steady-going river that itis. But the flood has run down considerably, and 
the colour being right we may soon expect some good sport. Except during 
tide time it has been useless trying to angle; but this interposing a check to 
the flow of water makes it steadier and fairly good fishing. During these 
intervals some anglers have tried and received their reward. At Kirkstead, a 
gentleman got a brace of pike about 9 lb. on Monday, and at Chapel Hill 
another had three, which he had secured from the River Lea, the best of these 
was one of 441b. Mr. Macmillan reports to me that during tide time at the 
Hermitage he succeeded in landing a pike of 71b , along with a very nice perch 
of about r41lb. I hear next to nothing about the roach fishers, nor do I think 
other fish have been touched to any extent. JReally, there have been vei 
few anglers out; at some points none at all, There were more out this 
morning, but particulars are not to hand. Weather duli and rather threatening, 
—YE YELLOW BELty. 


. 
4 


Wye and Derwent. 


Both the Wye and Derwent have run down nicely during the last week, and 
the higher lengths of both rivers are now in good condition for fly-fishing, and 
baskets of good-sized grayling, up to eight brace per angler, have been made. 
The killing flies have been bumbles, furnaces, and ash dun flies. The fish have 
rose the best in the deep rivers and the smooth glidings. They have risen the 
best from eleven to four. The bottom fis hers have killed a good deal of fish: 
during the last week, both grayling and coarse fish, with maggots and worms ~ 
for baits, The present month is a very good one for stream fishing the maggot, 
in the Nottingham style. The weather on Thursday looked like a lot of rain _ 
hanging about. Barometer falling, and very close and hot. If no more rain 
falls we ought to have some first-class grayling fly-fishing next week.—G. J. 
EATON. : 
Yare (Norwich). 


A most favourable change has set in since my last report, and some 
good catches of roach have resuited. Professor Day has been out nearly every 
day this week, and he and his patron have landed each time about sixty fair 
fish. The water is getting into good condition, and I anticipate much better 
sport amongst the roach the next few days. Near Norwich some bream have 
put in an appearance, and on Thorpe Broad some have been taken. Jack are 
also now fairly on the feed. Three were caught with a spoonin Thorpe Old 
River the other day, and my opinion is that Norwich anglers will do well to 
turn their attention to this stream, as the weeds die down. I believe large 
numbers of jack resort to this reach for food. Thorpe Broad will also be worth 
attention for bream, and live baiting for jack and perch. Roach fishers cannot 
do better than try Brundall or Buckenham, and angle inthe beautiful reaches 
to be obtained with a good lee at either place. White paste or gentles as bait 
for choice, but little red worm may prove effectual, Prospects good.—RoBgrt 
MOLL. 


. 


A 29xINCH KENNET TRoUT.—One of the members of the Royal Berks — 
Seed Establishment Angling Association, Mr. R. Bowsher, whilst fly fishing 
for chub in the Kennet last week, hooked and landed a splendid trout in per= — 
fect condition, measuring 2 feet 5 inches in length. The fish was carefully 
returned to its native element. i | 

SHE Took Him ar His Worp,—Wriggles had some teeth pulled lately, and — 
took cold in his jaw, which swelled until it looked like a prize water-melon. — 
He poulticed it and walked the floor several nights with it, quoting choice — 
extracts from Bob Ingersoll’s lectures, but all to no purpose ; it kept on swelling. 
The other morning he remarked to his wife that he’d give forty dollars to any 
one that would hit him a tremendous thump on it suddenly, without his — 
expecting it, to see if it wouldn’t burst the swelling. The dear woman, smiling 
to herself, went and gathered a bootjack, and stepping up quietly behind the — 
old man as he was trying to strain some coffee through his teeth, lovingly © 
inquired: ‘‘ Where does it pain you most, Wrig?’’ ‘*O Lord! right here, 
right here,’’ replied he, as he turned his jaw up and pointed to the apex of the 
protuberance. Taking a step back the dear woman raised the bootjack on high 
and hit him a regular bungstarter right in the centre of the calamity, and 
smilingly stepped back to await results. The old man’s knees flew to his chin — 
as he shut up like a patent rat trap, and with a hollow groan he rolled off the 
chair on the floor. But he was up in a moment, and as he danced the can-can, 
with original variations, his wife smilingly asked: ‘‘ Did it relieve you, dear ?”? 
And as he tried to howl out an answer, old Mrs. Pry, who had just dropped in, 
beat a hasty retreat. And now the whole neighbourhood has it that Wriggles 
has got ’em again.—New Orleans Times. ; 

FisHING FoR SALMON WITHOUT A LicuNsE.—On Friday last, two men 
named Grimes and Bannister were summoned before the county magistrates at 
Derby for fishing with a rod and line, in the River Trent at Willington, on 
17th ult., without having a license from the Trent Board of Conservators to Es 
so. The men named were found in a field at Willington, with a couple of rods 
in the Trent, by one of the bailiffs ; salmon were on the bank, and on the rods" 
were tackle alleged by an angler of thirty years’ standing to be salmon tackle, — 












‘but which the defendants claimed to be for the purpose of catching barbel. The 


defence was that a man named Brindley had caught the salmon, and that the 
defendants were really fishing for barbel and not for salmon. After a long 
hearing and argument by the advocates—Mr. C. R, Eddowes, of Derby, who — 
is also clerk of the board, on the one hand, and Mr. Briggs, of Derby, on the — 
other, for one of the defendants—the magistrates, after a private consultation, — 
came to no decision. The chairman said the Bench were divided, and conse= — 
quently the case would have to be reheard. , 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘Grouse’? (Leeds).—Write to the manager of the Le Page Liquid Fish Glue 
Company, United States Department, Fisheries Exhibition. We do not 
know who are their English agents, but their liquid glue is used by the 


makers of the best American split-cane rods, and for anglers it could not 


have a better testimonial. We believe it is very cheap ; itis always ready 
for use, and requires no heating, and will stick anything to anything, and 
is not affected by damp. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





_—_— ———- 


CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES. 

S1r,—I did not expect to see my letter to you in print, or I should have 
written a little plainer in regard to colour and make of flies. Did you not know 
that Redditch flies are made by the use of a vice and a pair of pliers, to hold 
silk, twist, and even hackles, besides turning them first? I do not understand 
anything but the use of finger and thumb—no artificial help— when one 
writes hand-made. These tools are certainly machine-made. 

Cutcliffe himself writes, ‘*Do not buy shop flies,’’ and his reason was that 
flies made in any way but with finger and thumb are not what they should be. 

-I once thonght that I could breed and collect feathers different from those the 
Redditch flies are made from, as the feathers are taken by by poulterers when 
they buy young birds and take them to Redditch and sell in large quantities ; 
and the red-tinted blues are dyed by No. 1 Judson’s, and I have seen flies just 
used a few minutes become a white soft down. Ihave been very successful in 
getting two or three ginger-rusty fowls, and trust next year to have many more. 
I inclose samples of- feathers from each of my birds in my own yard, 
and you will see that I have some pure game and many seven-eighths breed, but 
I do not allow but one cross in seven years, which is only to get colour. I 
should be glad to send some flies ; but another branch of my business keeps 
me employed for a while, and you may depend upon getting some soon. Some 
time ago a letter was written asking in your paper for some of the feathers for 
‘¢sight,’? ‘Will you tell me the correspondent’s name, as I will send him some 
blue hen’s or cock in exchange, but the carriage must be paid to you by each 
party, and, if you consider the birds worth the exchange, we must each pay 
carriage from you, but if not, to be returned to each sender. 

Our fishing (salmon and trout) extends to the 15th of November, and could 
you give us a visit I would gladly show you my fowls and anything—I mean in 
hand fly-making. 

Iam sure your opinion upon the length and play of rod is right, and you 
carry out Cutcliffe’s idea, as there are many who lived here with him in days 
gone by, and I often hear of their days of fishing together.—I am, &c., 

- Barnstaple. J. Rowe. 

[The samples of hackles look well for Mr. Rowe’s stock of fowls coming on. 
We cannot agree with him that nothing but the fingers should be used in 
making flies if, as we believe, a better, neater, and stronger fly can be made by 
using the vice or pliers when necessary. It would be impossible to dress some 
minute flies without the aid of these simple tools, though in the case of some 
rougher and larger specimens the fingers can do all that is necessary. We 
regret we have mislaid the address of the correspondent Mr. Rowe refers 
to.—ED ] 





THAMES FISHERY BY-LAWS. 
Srr,—Can you inform me whether Rule 6, extracts from the above by- 
laws, published in last week’s GAZETTE, applies to Bank anglers? On Oct. 7, 
with several friends fishing from the bank at Kingston, a gentleman cautioned 
us that we were not allowed to fish except between the beginning of the last hour 
’ before sunrise and the end of the first hour after sunset, which caused rather a 
sharp argument for a few minutes, and very fortunately one of my friends had 
the Thames Fishery By-laws with him, which read thus :—‘‘ Night fishing in 
boats: No person can fish from any vessel, boat, or punt, for, or take or attempt 

_ to take, above Richmond Bridge, any fish except in the daytime—that is to 
say, between tne beginning of the last hour before sunrise and the end of the 
first hour after sunset.’’ 

Now, this gentleman wished to impress upon our minds that he was Mr. 
Little, an inspector of the Thames fishery, and that he had had a solicitor’s 
advice on the matter. 

Surely, Mr. Editor, the bank is not a vessel. Mr, Little may be right; ifso, 

‘the Thames Fishery By-laws must be wrong. Perhaps Mr. Spreckley or Mr. 
Brougham, of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, will be so kind as to 
answer this.—I am, &c., YE RAVENSBOURNE WATER RAT. 

[If Mr. Little’s solicitor advised him that the present by-laws prohibit fish- 
ing from the banks after one hour after sunset or before one hour before sunrise 
all we can say is we fear the solicitor has advised wrongly. We suspect the 
fact of the matter is that the Conservancy have not got the power to prohibit 
night fishing from the banks. If they have, then the sooner they let it be 
known the better. Mr. Brougham’s reply to this question is looked for, and 
we hope it will not leave the question an unsettled one.—ED. ] 





FISHING AT ST. IVES ON THE OUSE. 

Srr,—Will you, or any of the readers of the FisHiNne GAzzTTx, kindly 
inform me whether there is good jack fishing (free) to be had in the Ouse at St. 
Ives, or Huntingdon? Also if there is any quiet hotel to stay at near at hand, 
and any other particulars will much oblige.—I am, &c., 


Oct. 6th. H. G. 


* TROUT-FISHING. 

_81R,—As your correspondent, ‘‘F. R. O. S.,’’ is proposing to supplement 
his very interesting letters on trout-fishing by references to some little matters 
on which his manuscript has not been correctly given, will you kindly let me 
ask him whether he recommends a separate strap as net-suspending strap, or 
utilises the basket strap for that purpose ?—I am, &c., 

X. Y. Z. 
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THE READING AND HENLEY ASSOCIATIONS. 

Srr,—A correspondent, in allusion to Mr. J. W. Knight’s (hon. sec. of the 
Henley Association) observation respecting the members of public-house clubs 
being the principal offending parties who cause the closing up of waters that 
would be otherwise accessible to the well-behaved, asked where the Reading 
and the Henley Fishery Preservation Societies meet. 

I am enabled, as a committee man and subscriber to both these institutions, 
to inform him that the Reading Association rents a private room at the large 
hotel close to the Reading Station, and that the Henley Association hold their 
monthly committee meetings and half-yearly gatherings in the Town Hall, so 
that neither rendezvous can be properly termed a ‘* public: house.’’ 

Trusting this will be satisfactory to your correspondent,—I am, &c., 


EG I. 


RUDD. 

S1r,—I have taken rudd from Besthorpe Fleet close on 21b. From Black 
Pool and Mons Pool, close by, I never saw one reach 4oz. I have seen 
hundreds taken under that weight. It is precisely the same in other places. 
How do you account for it? Captain S s declares there are two kinds of 
rudd in Wimbledon Lake, as he has caught them.—I am, &c., 

Marx ANTONY. 

[Over-crowding and want of food always produces a small run of fish.—ED. ] 





IS THERE FISHING NEAR WELDON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE? 
S1R,—Will you kindly inform me, through the medium of the FISHING 
GAZETTE, whether there is any fishing to be had at Weldon, in Northampton- 
shire, or in the neighbourhood ?>—I am, &c., Epwarp A. REYNOLDS. 
Hammersmith United Angling Society, Oct. 9. 
[ Will some reader kindly answer this ? We do not know the place.—ED. ] 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

October 7th, Mr. Harding, roach, 61b. 1 oz., dace, 5 lb. 6 0z.; Mr. Dwelley, 
roach, tlb. 9 0z., dace, 11b.3 0z.; Mr. Partrick, roach, 41b, 60z.; Mr. Bryant, 
one jack, 1}1b., dace, rlb. 60z., roach, Ilb. 50z., perch, 31b.—J. 
WORLEDGE. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of 5s. 
donation from A. J. Marriott, Esq , of Judd Street, W.C.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 


The members of this club fished for a prize presented by Mr. J. Lant, for 
October 7th and 14th, the first competition at Taplow, the second at Windsor. 
The following weighed in :—Mr. H. Martin, roach; Mr. T. Smith and Mr. W. 
Crane, a nice show.— A. SAMPSON, hon. sec. 

P.S.—Members must not forget that the second competition will come off 
on the 14th inst., at Windsor. 


BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 


We had a good show of fish on the 7th inst. Mr. Lamb had a good tray of 
roach from the Stort; Mr. Eaton, roach from the Rye; Mr. Strong, a few 
perch from Ponder’s End; Mr. Whitmore, roach from Broxbourne; and Mr. 
Syddell, two small jack. ‘The next general visit on the U. L. A.C. C. will be 
paid to the above club on Tuesday, the 16th inst., when a jolly muster of 
anglers will oblige T. Seymour, the Yorkshire favourite, and your humble 
servant,—T, G. WALKER, 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Several of our members were out on the 7th instant. Only three weighed 
in—Mr. Chambers, bream and roach from Amberley; Mr. Castell, roach and 
gudgeon from the Stort; and Mr. Plumstead, roach and dace from Ware,— 
Cas. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society took advantage of the fine weather on the 7th 
inst. to try their skill with the rod and line, and a fair quantity of nice fish were 
weighedin. Mr, Stead was the most successful with 81b. of roach of a good 
size, from Uxbridge. Mr. Jenkins captured, among other fish, a fine roach, 
weighing 131b., at Amberley. Mr. Hammens also took a similar fish from 
the same place, but not quite so large. Messrs. Philpott, Baker, and Fomisoy 
weighed in some good roach and chub from the Thames.—C, REEVES, sec. 





CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members of the above society competed on Oct. 7th for three 
prizes presented by Messrs. J. Veaser, E. Turner, and W. Holland, Mr. E. 
Wilson being first with a nice take of roach weighing 13 1b., Mr. R. Bamfield 
second, with glb. 11}0z. of roach and dace; Mr. I.. Boisseau third, with 8 1b. 
3 0z. of roach and dace; and Mr. W. Maslin fourth, with 7 1b. 15 oz. of dace 
and roach. The next prizes to be fished for will be from the 25th to the 31st 
of October, presented by our ‘host, Mr. J. C. Speed, a handsome tea service ; 
Mr. C. Speed, pair or vases; and Mr, A. Adam a third prize. Gross weight 
of fish, one day only.—E. Wi1son, sec. 

CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this club were out on the 7th inst., when the following 
members filled the trays with some very respectable fish :—Mr. Jelliman and 
Mr. Wells had each a good show of roach; Mr. Tompkins brought in roach, 
dace, perch, and jack. On the 14thinst. a very handsome electro-plated tea= 
pot will be fished for, presented by Mr. Stebbings, to be won by the captor of 
the largest roach.—J. VW. POWER, sec. 


DUKE OF NORFOLK ANGLING SOCIETY. 
‘The members of the above club fished a match at the Welsh Harp waters on 
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Mr. A. Hewett, at Hampton, 48 roach, 15 lb. 60z. Mr. Pacey, at Hampton, 
3 lb. 134.0z. of roach; and dace, 1 lb. 9 0z.; and Mr. Palmer, at Sunbury, 
10 roach, 4 1b. 1 0z,— ALF. H. BISLEY. 
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the 7th inst. for a season ticket, kindly given by Mr. Warner, the prize being 
taken by Mr. Stone with 41b. of bream, Messrs. Severn and Moore also having 
bream; myselfand others having ‘‘ nix.’’—J. Avon, sec. 


EDMONTON AND TOTTENHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. | 
The show of fish at the above club on the 7th instant was better than it has 
been for a week or so, especially roach, there being more roach shown than on 


@ 


~% 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Very poor shows have been the order of the day till the 7th inst , when 
things began to look better ; Messrs. Cecil and Bransgrove having some good 
any other day this season. The principal takes were shown by Mr. G. Stevens, | roach and dace; Mr. Bentley, roach; Mr. Sparrow, some fair chub. Several — 
roach and bream; Mr. E. Nathen, roach and bream ; Mr. F. A. Gray, roach; other members were out, but, unfortunately, had no luck; hope for better 
Mr. H. Bentley, rvach; Mr. J. Hasler, jack.—F. A. GRAY, sec. next time.—W, Dutton, sec. : 


GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. LEICESTER: JOLLY ANGLERS. 2 
Op the Ist inst. seventeen members of the above society, accompanied by The members of the No. 3 branch of the Leicester Jolly Anglers’ Society — 





several friends, helda match in the Medway, at Wateringbury, for three prizes held their annual dinner on Tuesday evening at the Lion and Lamb Inn, Lee P 

Street, Leicester, when a substantial spread was provided by Host J. Davis. 
After ample justice had been done to the good things with which the table was 
loaded, and the cloth had been withdrawn, Mr. G. Gask was voted to the 
chair and Mr. W. Rawlins the vice-chair. The latter stated that the club was _ 
in a very prosperous condition, and urged all members to do their best to secure — 
new members. The following is a list of the successful anglers :—Perch: 
Reeves one, Rawlins two, G, Smith three. Roach: Moore one, J. Pentrill 
two, G. Gask three. Dace: J. Gilmore one, S. Bonsor two, W. Bonsor three ; 
Chub: J. Challoner. Whiting: F. Lutine one, W. Kemp two, Jeffs three. 
During the evening songs were given by Messrs. Challoner, Moore, Gilmore, 
T. Bonsor, Rawlins, and others, and votes of thanks to the chairman and to the 
host and hostess brought a pleasant evening to a close. 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a nice show on the 7th inst., especially roach and dace by J. Green- 
win ; perch, &c., by other members, J. Bland and H. Blythe. We have a 
meeting on Monday next for a deceased member, C. Keates ; we shall be 
pleased to see any club members there.—D. Davy, sec. 


LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

We close our season on the 11th inst. by a roving or go-where-you-please 
competition. As some seven or eight waters will be visited by the members 
going out on that day, we shall arrive at a fair data as to which of them is best 
worth selecting for next season's operations. On the following Thursday, the 
18th, we place in our reservoir at Pen-y-cae, Ruabon, $00 yearling trout of the 
Lough Neagh and Loch Leven breeds. Most of these Mr. Dunr, Colonel 
Masefield’s foreman, informs us will, if the water suits them—of which we have 
no doubt—be 4 lb. each next summer, and will grow to a weight of 4 to 6 lb, 
This reservoir is now the best trouting water for many miles of this city, it being 
no uncommon thing, with the fly, minnow, or worm, to kill four, five, and six 
brace of trout averaging 3 1b. each. And we will, if the tenancy is continued, 
of which there is very little doubt, make it as good a water for its capacity as 
there is in England, and one in which the right of fishing will be an honour to 
any angler. Our quarterly meeting was held on September 27 last, and was 
well attended. Beyond the treasurer’s account of receipts and payments, show- 
ing a balance to the credit of the association of £33 odd, no business of particu« 
lar interest or importance was brought forward, and the meeting, which had 
been a thoroughly cordial one throughout, was closed with a vote of thanks to 
the president, Mr. J. Wilkinson. 

‘P. S.—Your footnote to Mr. Hoblyn’s letter last week hits the very point. 
Surely there were plenty of ‘‘ distinctive” titles they could have assumed with- 
cut taking one so like our own; and although it 1s said that ‘ imitation is the 
highest and most delicate form of flattery,” in this case it is not so, for the cons 
fusion and misunderstanding that it has caused is anything but flattering.—R. 
WOOLFALL, hon. sec. 5 : 


—viz., a very handsome carving-knife, fork and steel in a case, and an inkstand, 
presented by the president, Mr. Hosken, and a pair of glass goblets, presented 
by Mr. Colwell, one of the members. The prizes were for the first, second, and 
third heaviest weight of all fish (except jack) taken from 11.30 a.m, to 5.30 
p.m. Although the day was a very fine one only two sizeable fish were caught. 
The first prize fell to Mr. F. Cooper for a 4 0z, perch, and the second to Mr, 
Gibbons for a 3 oz. perch. The third prize is to be competed for on a future 
occasion. After the day’s sport the members adjourned to the tavern near the 
station to partake of a most capital repast. Messrs. D. H. and W. Rich were 
elected chairman and vice-chairman, and after the cloth was cleared the usual 
toasts were given, and several songs and a recitation rendered, which brought 
a most enjoyable day to a close.—W. Kayes, hon. sec. 
GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed some nice samples of dace and roach on 
October 7 :—Mr. King 4 lb. of dace from the Thames ; F. Watling, 3 lb. I oz. 
roach from the Thames ; Messrs. Boby, Young, Baker, and Warren, roach, 
Mr. Young having one weighing 1 lb. 14 oz.; Mr. J. Fitch, a tray of splendid 
dace, one weighing 12 0z., and sixteen of the largest weighing 8 lb. 5 oz.; Mr. 
J. K. Fitch, 6 Ib. roach and dace, one dace, 10 0z.—J. FITCH, sec. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The secretary, at the usual weekly meeting on Monday, in his report stated 
that a deal of correspondence was going on between gentlemen at a distance, 
from Kent, Sussex, and elsewhere, who offered voluntary evidence, should it be 
required, that the Sounds of Heigham had not only been fished, but shot over 
with swivel guns for wild fowl, without any leave from any owner or proprietor 
whatever forty-five years ago. And he also reported that the society of Stanley 
Anglers had not only voted a subscription, but had deputed two gentlemen to 
bring the case before the West Central Anglers’ Association, as they considered 
the Jaudable action taken up by the Yarmouth piscators ought to be supported 
in every possible shape. Also his report shows that it will be laid before the 
direc.ors of the Great Eastern Railway Company at their next meeting. Mr. 
Crumplen, of the Gresham, and other gentlemen have also kindly consented to 
receive subscriptions on behalf of the Yarmouth Piscators ; also that Mr. Marston 
had presented the society with a copy of Oke’s fishery laws for their library ; also 
that he finds from letters received that he had applied to a naturalist in Sussex 
for subscriptions, who had the conscientiousness to inform some of our landed 
proprietors that he had been sent to for subscriptions. I am extremely obliged to 
him, but that is well known in Norfolk and locality, and it has been well re- 
sponded to. Again I ask for subscriptions to settle this question; and I 
may tell my friends the landowners themselves really wish for this question to 
be finally settled for the satisfaction of all concerned. In conclusion, allow me 
to say that, as a society, we have and still act with only one view, viz., free 
angling on free waters open to everyone. We could have been in a different 
position had we rented waters and charged our Sussex friends so much for 
shooting, and perhaps had funds out of such charges, and not have to ask the 
yachtsman, angler, or sportsman to assist us in fighting a public question ; but 
the principles this society was formed upon allow no compromise whatever.— 
J. Lark, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the weekly meeting, held at Mason’s Hall Tavern, on Tuesday evening, 
Captain Alfred presided. After the usual formal business had been transacted, 
Mr. J. Bleckly Smith, of the National Liberal Club, was balloted for and duly 
elected, and another candidate for membership proposed. The chairman men- 
tioned that the sub-committee appointed with reference to renting water had 
visited the reservoir suggested last week, but as they might possibly have other 
offers, resulting from correspondence going on, they would make a gen ral 
report later on. The thanks of the society were due to the gentlemen who had 
so kindly interested themselves in the question. Mr. Crumplen brought up a 
subscription card relative to the rights of anglers in the Norfolk Broads, and an 
interesting discussion followed. Subscriptions may be sent to Mr, Crumplen, 
at Mason’s Hall Tavern, or handed to the secretary on any meeting night. 
Several subscriptions were handed in for the Wheeldon Testimonial, and the 
Anglers’ Benevolent box received a little addition. After a pleasant discussion 
of angling topics, the usual musical selection followed. The meeting, which 
was not so large as usual, terminated with a vote of thanks to thechair. A 
special musical meeting will be held shortly, and Mr. Bentley's paper wil 
probably be read on the first Tuesday evening in November. 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Saturday, October 6, Mr. Alder had a few roach from Hammersmith. 
On the 7th, Messrs. Burbidge and Lewis weighed in roach and dace from Kew, 
and Mr, Peachey roach from Henley.—AnrcGus. 


HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of this society were out in full force on October 7th. Thee 
were fair shows of fish—roach, dace, jack, and chub—Mr. Cooper winning the 
host's prize for greatest weight in the day with 8 lb. 134 0z.—R. GHurNzy, 


JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Mr. Palmer, at Shepperton, on Sept. 24, 3 barbel, 6 1b. 10 0z.; 3 bream, 
7 1b. 3 0z.; dace, 1lb. 4oz.; roach, 3 lb. 8 oz.; largest bream, 3 1b. 2 0z.; 
barbel, 3 Ib. 63 0z. Mr. Hewett, sen., at Hampton, roach, 4 lb. 7} 0z.; dace, 
3 1b. 15302. Arthur Hewett, at Hampton, 5 barbel, 10 lb. 12 0z.; dace, 
21b. 9$0z.; roach, 41b. 110z.; 1 chub, 1]b. 150z. Messrs, Jenkins and 
Palmer, fishing with Haslett, at Chertsey, 16 bream, 311b. 3 0z.; roach, 
2lb. 7 0z.; I chub, 1 lb. 14 0z.; largest bream, 4lb. 40z. Mr. J. R. Grey, 
at Fordingbridge, 13 roach, 8 lb, 124 0z., largest, 1 lb. 20z. Mr. H. Hewett, 
at Hampton, 5 barbel, 9 lb. 12 0z.; roach, 5 lb, 13 0z.; dace, 1 lb. 113.02, 








‘ 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report we have had a few nice takes of fish brought-in by 
several members. r. Underwood had another good show of bream, 16 1b. ; 
Mr. Holms, roach; Mr. Hillier, rudd and roach; Mr. Thom, perch; Mr, 
Stead, roach; Mr. Baker, roach; Mr. Underwood, jack. Mr. Stead hada ~ 
fine lot of roach and rudd on Thursday, 22}1b. Mr. Lancaster, fish preserver, 
of 2, Jeffries Place, Kentish Town, has got some of the rudd to preserve.—W. 
HILuER, sec. 

ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Only a few members have been out for some time past, the following having 
weighed in :—On September 23, Mr. Longman, roach and dace, 12 lb. to oz.; 
Mr. Crafford, roach and dace, to lb. 80z. On October 4th, Mr. Edwards, 
jack, 10 lb. 8 oz. On October 7, Mr. Crafford, roach and perch, 5 lb. 9 oz. 
And Mr. Edwards, on our meeting night, the 8th, had a nice tray of fish, 
roach 5 lb. 13 oz., also jack 4 lb. 2 os. The members compete during October 
for Mr. Ormond’s prize for the largest perch, a barometer; Mr. Longman a 
roach basket for the largest fish inthe month bar jack,—J. OBBARD, sec. 


PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The match fished on the 7th inst. at Staines was won by Mr. Cox, Mr. Duke 
being the runner-up. The next match takes place on the 14th for prizes given _ 
by Messrs. Matthews, Griffiths, Cox, and Stidolph; open match bank fishing — 
only on the 2Ist, club prizes. All members must clear the books in order to 
compete. On the 28th, the first match for the cup presented by the president, — 
at Ware, one mile towards Hereford. The conditions of the match may be 
seen at theclub. The dinner will take place on November 6th, A. Brodie, 
Esq., in the chair. Tickets may be obtaine1 of the members. Messrs. 
Hawkins and Lang showed some nice roach last week; ‘¢ Charley White,” 
perch.—W. H. PAGE, hon. sec. “Ta z 


FHCNIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out, and met with good sport. The following weighed — 
in about 40lb. of jack, roach, perch, and dace:—Messrs. Slater, Reed, 
Elbourn, Burnett, Bartrip, Grist, the Brothers Ashley, Baillie, Milton, and 
Pritchard Members are requested to attend next Tuesday evening to arrange — 
Mr. W. B. Clark’s prizes—W. ELBourw, sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. r 
Messrs. Arnsby and Marsh visited the Thames on the 7th inst.; they managed — 
to get some roach and dace, and were home to dinner before three o’clock. 
Members are requested to book to Sunbury on the 14th.—Prxim. 


_ SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
A fair show of fish on the 7th inst., Mr, A. Manning having a fine show of 
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roach and bream, largest roach 1 lb. 4} oz. ; Mr. W. Hart, jack, perch, and 
roach; Mr. R. Breedon, bream and roach._—W. S. WOoDHEAD, sec. 

N.B.—Our members fish for a series of prizes on the 14th inst., at Addle- 
stone. 





' SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A very good meeting; several members and visitors present, lots of harmony. 
Mr. Lattimer, ‘‘ Come back to Erin’’ ; Mr. Winter, ‘‘ Sailing, or Jack’s come 
home again’’; Mr. Holben, ‘‘ Jack’s Yarn’’?; Mr. Martin, ‘‘Two in the 
Morning ’’ ; Mr. Brown, ‘‘ Some Day.’’ All members are requested to attend 
at the club house at 9 p.m, sharp on Wednesday, October 24th, for the trans- 
action of important business. Several new members proposed. Some fine 
fish weighed in on October 7th, by Messrs. Smith, Martin, Holben, Freyer, and 
others. Chairman, Mr. Holben; pianist, Mr. Brown.—T, H. H. Weston, 
sec, pro. tem. 

ST. ALBAN’S ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of this club fished a match at Windsor on Sunday, Oct. 7, 
for five prizes. The following were the successful members: Messrs. Dale, 
Hampson, Pruden, Green and Powell. Mr, Daws, a handsome show of fish 
from a pond in Sussex, three carp, 201b. ; two tench, 3]b. 15 0z.—E. Hamp- 
SON, sec. 


STEPNEY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this society held their fifth annual dinner at their club house, 
the Beehive, Rhodswe'l Road, Stepney, on Wednesday, September 26. 
The report and balance-sheet, which were read afterwards, showed the club to 
be in a very satisfactory condition. The prizes were then distributed by the 
chairman, Mr. Brock, and Mr. Lees, the vice-chairman, as_ follows ;—Mr. 
Morrish, four prizes; Messrs. Pross, Ruston, Jones, and Lees, three prizes 
each; Messrs. Bartlett and Marrows, two prizes each; Messrs. Jewson, Har- 
bord, Peirce, Gerrard, F. Sweeney, Williams, A. Sweeney, Flight, and Wilson, 
’ one prizeeach. The silver teapot for the best specimen fish taken during the 

year was awarded to Mr. C. Pross for his roach of 1 Ib. 153 oz. Several prizes 

were promised for the ensuing year, and harmony, vocal and instrumental, 
wound up a pleasant evening. We fish a match (fastened down) at Amberley 
on October 21 next.—E. N. PEIRCE, sec. 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Several of our members fished at Ware on the 7th inst. for three prizes 
given by Messrs. Martin, Webb, and Millington. Nothing under a half- 
pound weight to take a prize. The usual luck when fishing together attended 
us on this occasion, a quantity of small fish being taken; but only one mem- 
ber (Mr. C. F. Robinson) succeeded in winning a prize, with 155 oz. Mr. Mil- 
lington, while roach-fishing with paste, took a nice trout about 21b., which 
was duly, but, of course, regretfully, returned to the water. Our trays, how- 
ever, were fairly occupied in the evening, Messrs. Machin and Whitmore, 
who did not go for the prizes, weighing in respectively 9 lb. 80z., jack, 
bream, and dace; and 61b. 2}0z. bream. One bream taken by Mr. Whit- 
more, weighing 41b. 2}0z., has been sent to Mr. J. Barrett, Diss Street, 
Hackney Road, for preservation.—T. GRETTON. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The members of the above competed for prizes on the roth, the following is 
the result:—Mr. Boalch first, with about 12 1b. of roach, dace, and bream, 
some of the roach running over I lb.; Mr. Beckett came second with roach and 
“dace; C. Bansback, third, roach and dace; F. Grigg, fourth, roach, dace and 
perch; Messrs. Duck, Howard, and several other members also had fish. The 
gross weight run between 30 and 40 lb., most of which came from Richmond. 
—PIxirz. ee 
; WALTONIANS. 

September 30th, Mr. Malcom weighed in roach, 41b. 1130z. October 7th, 
Seventeen members weighed in; the best takes were:—Mr. Morris, roach, 
74 1b.; Mr. Brady, roach and dace, 5 lb. 10}.0z. Most of the others had fair 
shows as things go, but none worthy of special mention. 

WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The members of this society competed for prizes onthe 7th. This time 
members were allowed to go where, and fish how, they liked ; peg-down affairs 
having proved a failureon the last two competitions to a great number of 
members. Mr. Weatherhead exhibited 18 lb. of nice fish from Richmond ; 
Mr. Delehaye, sen., came second, with fish from the same place, several other 
members also had fish. Onthe 9th, Mr. Delehaye, sen., visited Dagenham, 
and succeeded in getting a fair show of bream.—Prxrm. 





WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This society held a special meeting at the Prince George, Hill Street, Wal- 
worth, on Wednesday evening last, to arrange about their annual supper, also 
their invite to all brother anglers for the first Wednesday night in November 
(the 5th), which will be announced in your paper in due time if you will be 
pleased to insert the same. Onthe 7th and 8th Mr. Hind and P. Harold 
fished the Medway and had some very good catches of fish, consisting of one 
jack, a quantity of perch, besidesroach and gudgeon. Mr. Hind had the mis- 
fortune to lose a fine bream after fairly hooking him. Mr. H. attributed his loss 
to bad tackle : I attributed it to bad angling—too hasty in trying to land it, a 
fault many anglersare guilty of.—P. H. 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, Coleman’s prize will be dashed for on the 28th inst., from Ordnance 
Factory to Cheshunt, for jack. Mr, Hoy scaled a nice jack, weighing just 
under 6 lb. ; Mr. Elder, some nice roach, from Cheshunt, some scaling }1b.— 
J. GUYVER, sec, 





NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday last was 33,781, making a total 
for last week of 94,664. The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 2,079,714. 

George James Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshite, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
br made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is requised from 

_ gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised by some 
Gh the best fishermen of ¢1 1B day. + flies drectad on the best Kondal hooks. Peicas ; 

ies, 2s. 6d, per Dozey'; Dropper es,2s. per Dozen. rders punctual 

sttended to—[Anyr,] POA, », a Spr a) : ‘ i ic ed 





FISH HERALDRY. 
HERALDRY has been defined as the art of discovering and representing the 


.symbol ofa name ; thus, the pomegranate is the heraldic symbol of the kingdom 


of Granada. The heraldry of fish forms an extensive subject, though the fishes 
known to the ancients were comparatively few. 

In the Hebrew Bible dag appears to be a generic name for fishes. 
Jonah was swallowed by a great dag, but what kind of a dag it was, whether 
shark or ‘‘ whale ’’—as the word is translated in our English version—or other 
kind, is yet a subject for the ingenuity of commentators. 

As the Greek word for fish contains initials which may be applied to the 
words Jesus Christ, a fish became a very favourite symbol of the early Chris- 
tians ; and the Vsica Piscis—a rough outline of a fish, formed of tw» curves 
meeting at their ends (mathematically speaking, an ellipse, modified by acute 
angles at each extremity of the major axis)—was made to enclose the holy 
symbol. This image was carvedon seals and rings, tombs, and sepulchral 
urns, Consequent accusations of profanity and idolatry were rebutted by an 
explanation of its heraldic meaning. Its form is shown on part of a pave ment 
which was found by the conduit in South Street, Exeter, in September, 1883. 
The same figure is also upon one of the tiles preserved at Caen, in 
Normandy, 

Fishes are borne upright and extendeg. When feeding they are termed 
devouring ; allumé when their eyes are bright, and pamé when their mouths are 
open. All these technical terms were originally French; upright and ex- 
tended were called hawriant and naiant; the former denoting the fish drawing 
is head out of water to breathe the air, and the latter its extended or swimming 

osition. 

i Among heraldic fishes the dolphin is king. It is conspicuous in the 
arms of the Fishmongers’ Company, and seems here to be a type, like the 
Hebrew dag, of fish generally. It was employed in the early Greek coins of 
Sicily as an emblem of the sea. A Syracusan coin, bearing on the reverse side 
two dolphins curled round a species of starfish, is preserved in the British 
Museum. 

A dolphin surmounting an anchor, represented on one of the medals struck 
during the consulate of Lucius Junius Brutus, was intended to show the domin- 
ion of the Roman Republic in the Mediterranean. 

Imperial Rome affords an instance of nearly the same device on a_medal of 
Vespasian. A dolphin entwining an anchor was used to indicate the Emperor’s 
naval superiority. The motto Festina lente, alluding to his late exaltation to 
imperial power, has been attribu’ed to him, The same motto is now 
used by the Shropshire family of Onslow, involviag a pua upon their 
name. 

Byzantium derived its chief revenu2 from the profits of the fish ta‘ten ia the 
Propontis, for whieh this water was famed. The device on the more 
ancient Byzan tine coins is a dolphin entwined on the trident or sceptre of 
Neptune. 

The dolphin and anchor device is well known to every scholar of the celebra- 
ted Aldus, the best althougk notthe earliest printer of Greek. The device, of 
course, was taken from thas of the principal seat of the Greek Empire. It has 
been copied by Pickering in his Aldine edition of the ‘‘British Poets,’’? who 
was induced, perhaps, to this imit ation by the following verse quoted in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for 1836 :— 


‘¢ Would you still be safely landed, 
On the Aldine anchor ride ; 
Never yet was vessel stranded 
With the dolphin by its side.” 


The frontispiece preixed to the Delphin Classics shows us Arion throwing 
himself out of a ship, with a dolphin pa} below ready to receivehim. It 
bears the motto used by the Dauphin of France—z.e., the Dauphin gar 
excellence, the son of Louis the Fourteenth, he being the most distinguished 
person who bore the title—TRAHITUR. DunCIDINzE. CANTUS, alluding to 
the reputed fondness of the animal for music. 

The suggestion of a series of the classics ‘In usum Delphini’’ was made 
by the prince's governor, the Duke de Montausier. This suggestion was carried 
into effect by his tutors Huet and Bossuet, and has since beena great relief 
to the intellectual pangs of many a public schoolboy. The device of 
Arion was not unhappily chosen, the name of Dauphin signifying both the 
prince and the fish. Beaumont and Fletcher refer to Arion’s ride in one of 
their plays— 

‘© May’t rain above all almanacks, till 
The carriers sail, and the King’s fishmonger 
Rides, like Arion, upon a trout to London.,”’ 


The Dolphin Inn, formerly standing on the eastern side of Bishopsgate 
Street, was named, in all probability, out of compliment to some of the 
French ambassadors. Addison’s Spectator was published daily at the Dolphin, 
in Little Britain. The common seal of the town of Brighton bears two dolphins 
embowed within a shield. 

The seal of the Dean of Bocking, in Essex, is charged with a shield 

bearing a cross between four dolphins, azant or extended, and in- 
scribed, SrcrrnvM. Drecani. DecAnatvs. Du. Bockine. IN. Com, Essux, 
1596. 
“The partiality of this fish—said to be as great as that of the robin redbreast 
among the birds—for the human race seems to have led to its adoption‘in. the 
arms of the family of James, the punning motto attached to them being 7 ayme 
a jamais. Such was the motto of Dr. Fitz-James, once Warden of Merton 
College, who died, says Anthony Wood, in a good old age in 1522, ‘after good 
deeds had trod on his heels even to Heaven’s gates.’’ One of the names given 
by the French to the dolphin is Bee d’ove, The name is derived from the goose- 
like projection of its nose. So a dolphin forms part of the arms of the family 
of Beck of foreign extraction. 

The heralds, 1: is to be supposed, adopted his curvilinear shape from his 
appearance when leaping out of the water. He is naturally destitute of scales, 
like all the Cetacea; but he bears them in heraldry, to give better effect to his 
varied colours of azure, amethyst, and roses,—Cassell’s Magazine. 





AUTUMN SALMON FISHING ON THE TWEED. 
Srinck the closing of the net fishings on the Tweed, the results of the rod fish- 
ings have varied very much; but the recent floods which we have had have done 
much to bring a large number of fish into the river, and the past fortnight’s 
fishings have been something to brag of, as the following return will shaw :— 
October 1.-—On the Teviot at the ‘‘ Bridge’ cast, Mr. J. Michie, sen., killed 
a nice fish of 9 1b, October 3.—On the Cornhill water, Mr. Donald killed one 
salmon. Mr, Brunjees, on the Sprouston water, killed one of 7 lb.; 
and on the same day, Mr, Denison, on his water, killed three nice 


oS a, 







salmon—all good weights, On the Carham water, Mr. Laing killed 
four salmon. On Tuesday evening a deluge of rain fell, but not- 
withstanding this, and although the water was not in good trim, the 
above fish were killed. No fishing, however, took place on ‘Lhursday. October 
5.—On the ‘ casts’ better situated—shallows—some angling took place to-day, 
when, on the Hendersyde water, Mr. Hunter, of Anton’s Hill, killed a grilse 
of tolb, ; and on Birgham Dub, Mr. Denison had three fish, 12, 10, and lb. 
respectively. On the Rutherford water, Colonel R. Vivian and Mr, 
Ackwright had splendid sport, killing nearly a dozen fish. On the 
Upper water at Ednam House, Mr. Drummond killed a couple, one 
being 84]b. and one 631]b. Mr. Laing, on Carham water, had four fish; 
on the Mertovn water the Hon. H. Brougham killed twelve fish. On 
the Hirsel water, Mr. James Moffat killed four fish—z2o, 9, 7, and 63 1b. 
October 6,—On the Hirsel water, Mr, J. Moffat and Mr, Pringle Elliot, with 
one rod, killed ten fish—2q4, 23, 23, 21, 16, 16, II, II, 8, and 6 lb. respectively. 
The three heaviest were splendid fish, new run, with tide liceon them. On the 
upper Cornhill water, Colonel Biden killed four salmonand one grilse, the weights 
heing—154, 15, 12, 103, and 64 Ib. respectively. On the Sprouston water, Mr. 
J. Bayliss had one grilse of 10}b.; and Mr. Brunless, on the same water, had also 
one salmon. On the Ednam House upper water, Mr. Drummond killed a fish 
of 1olb. On the Hendersyde upper water, Sir George Waldie Griffith killed 
a grilse, and on the under water Mr. Hunter Blair got one fish 20 1b. On the 
Carham water, Mr. Baing got three salmon, and on the Mertoun water, nine 
salmon were killed by the Hon, H. Brougham: October 8.—On the J unction 





water, Mr. Drummond killed a salmon of 14 1b., and on the Sprouston water 
Mr. Bidder killed three salmon, while on the Hendersyde water, Mr. J ames 
Moffatt killed a grilse. On the Mertoun water, the Hon. H. Brougham 
killed thirteen salmon. * On Floors water, the Duke of Roxburghe had four 
salmon— 22, 12, 10, and Io lbs. respectively. October 9.—On the Hendersyde 
water, Sir George Waldie Griffith killed two salmon; on the Sprouston 
water, Mr. Bidder killed four fish. On the Teviot, Mr. James Broad, killed 
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THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 


and 10, PORTLAND STREET, NEWARK- 
ON-TRENT, 


Anventor and Patentee of the Bebo Perfect 
Combination Reel. 

This Reel obtained a First-class Bronze Medal at 
the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society’s Show at 
Falmouth. 

Superior Nottingham Rods for Pike, Barbel, 
Bream, Roach, and Spinning for Trout, from 4s. 6d. 
to 10s. 6d. each, 

Superior Nottingham Star Back Reels, 3 inch, 
38.3 33 inch, 3s. 6d.; 4 inch, qs.; 43 inch, 4s. 6d. 

Superior Gut Lines, 1 yard, 1s, 6d.; 2 yards, 3s. ; 
3 yards, 4s. 6d. per dozen. Fine Drawn Gut Lines, 
3 yards, 7d. each, or 6s. 6d. per dozen. One dozen 
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AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be ,ublished a series of exhaustive essays on the 





FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. 
from the pens of the best angling writers in 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
POPULAR — COLORATION, 


HABITS AND HABITATS. 
DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
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one salmon of 18 lbs. and Mr. Mitchie also had one from the same river, — 
Floors water, the Duke of Roxburghe killed three salmon oe 


ON & HEWITT'S 


| STOCKBREEDERS’ 


BRBeedieciizme @WinaesGi 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN. HORSES, CATTLE, CALVE 
SHEEP AND LAMBS. 1 aa 
a’ a 


In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, a 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine healthy and 


buoyant condition :— _ 
“ CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, 





“ GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility. 
“ RED DRENCH,” for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c. 

* RED PASTE BALLS,” for Conditioning Horses, : 

“ BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoose, or Cough. . 

“ GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. + 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,” for Colds and Chills. i 

= *CARMINATIVE CHALK,?’’ for Diarrhea in Lambs and Calves. a ‘ 
Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,”” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid, Hach article can 

be had separately. : i ws: 
Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 

British Empire. D 

CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
Bottles and Packets. : 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


OR STREET- BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 
BO BST: AND WANTAGE, BECKS! 





22, 














OF 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—REDUCTION 
OF CHARGE FOR ADMISSION,—ONE SHIL- 
LING DAY AND NIGHT, : 


Ro AQUARIUM.—ONE_ SHIL- 
LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 
at Three and Eight; also to Artificial Flower and Fruit 
phow, ; 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—ARTIFICIAL 
AN, FLOWER and FRUIT EXHIBITION, No extra 


ROeAE AQUARIUM.—At 3.0 and 8.0, 
the GRANDEST VARIETY ENTERTAINMENT 
in London, Twenty of the leading Artists, including 
nion’s Marionettes, Ethardo and Son (acrobats), Madame 
Claire Balfe (vocalist), the Rowella Troupe, the Onzellas 
(horizontal bars), the Lentons, Professor Grant (ventrilo- 
quist), the Berisor Troupe, Captain Ureck, the Hungarian 
Giant (bass vocalist), Bros, Almary (acrobats), Mark John- 
son’s Statuary, &c. 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
BECKWITH’S ENTERTAINMENT, assisted by 
Lady Swimmers, at 5.30 and 9.30. 
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Silk Tine, TESA Plotter Se eh ee Biaided WHERE, WHEN, AND HOW TO CATCH OYAL AQUARIUM magnificently ° 
Waterproof Silk Line, 1d. per yard, equal in every THEM. R illuminated by the Pompeian Albo Carbon Light and 


way to the American, 
Samples sent on application. 
A Complete Outfit for Bottom-fishing in the Not- 
tingham Style, consisting of Rod, 34 inch Reel, 80 
yards cf Silk Line, 1 dozen yards Tackle, assorted, 
and 4 Floats, p:ice 11s, 6d. ; a very superior outfit, 
price I5s. 

All gocds sent out that do not give satisfaction, the 
money will be returned and carriage paid both 
ways. 

New and Enlarged Price List on application, and 
free by post. 


of Tue AnciEr, 








Brine 








A £URE AND PLEASANT 


Preventive of Bites and Stings of 
Insects, Gnats, and Mosquitoes. 


A little, either alone or mixed with water, to be dabbed on 
the face and hands. 


POST FREE, 14 STAMPS, 
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Tue American Anctue is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of Amerizan witers. i 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
; which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - --- . 


WM. C. HARRIS, 


EDITOR AND MANAGER, 

BROADWAY, 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 

NEW YORK CITY, 


This Day is Published. 


NORFOLK BROADS & RIVERS; 
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TEE WATERWAYS, LAGOONS, AND DECOYS 
OF EAST ANGLIA, 


By G. CHRISTOPHER DAV 





Illustrated with Twelve Fullspage Plates, 





Wiztiam Brackwoop and Sons, Edinburgh and Lendon, 


3 Electricity, The most brilliantly-lighted lounge in Lon- 
on, 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 
First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381. 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882, 


PATENT SELF-AOTING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c, 


. SPECIAL FEATURES. 


Perfect Portability. , 
Cannot get out of Order. 
Cannot Overflow. ; 
Automatic in Action, Ret | 
Combining. Aquarium with 
Fountain, ; 








Drawings of 


sh culture, 
64. 


U.S. A. 





No Springs, Valves, or Weights. 
Self-contained, ; 
Perfect Simplicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in from 3 to 5 minutes, 
Will Play from’6 to 12 hours, 


TES isti 
Author of “The Swan and Her Crew,” ‘ a eh Dacoralet ° s 
; Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas — 
Post 8vo, “14s. ay ak acne 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLICA 
FOUNTAINS, 
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For ORNAMENTAL Ponps anp AQUARIA. 


GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen ) 
FOR SALE ar R, ECKHARDT’S, 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. 
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If £10 to £500, at mode- 


:| CHANCERY LANE, 





From 4s, upwards, 


LONDON & COUNTY 
ADVANGE & DISCOUNT 
COMPARY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 


Illustrated Price List post free, 


» Kessell & Son, 


11, Southwark St-, 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 


ALMON, TROUT,: CHAR, GRAY- 
LING and other OVA and FRY for Stocking Lakes, 
Rivers, and Ponds, Byery country house should have its 
fish pond. Instructions and price list on application,—J. Jj. 
ARMISTHAD, Solway Fishery, Dumfries, N,B, 








rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis, 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisuixc Gazatrr, No, x2 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. ; 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith, Unless this rule be adhered to; no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 

Tur Fisuixc Gazuttx is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 











ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 
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ree, 108. 
_ Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 
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Tue Fisuinc GAzetrTr, No, 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C 
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American Office and Agency, Mr, De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N.B,—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs. Sampson Low, Maxrston, anb Co., the Proprietors, 
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THE AWARDS. 


GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


4 Posey complete list of awards was published in a supplement 
: to the London Gazette of October 17, and they have also 
been published by the Executive Committee. We have elsewhere 
printed such of them as we have room for this week, Asa whole, 
we think they will give general satisfaction; but most certainly 
this will not be the case as regards the fishing-tackle 
exhibits—a department of the Exhibition in which we may claim 
some right to judge. Without expressing an opinion as to 
whether all those who have received First-class awards are 
entitled to them or not, a glance at the list will show that some 
old-established English firms who, in our opinion, and in the 
opinion of all the best English fly-fishers living with whom we 
are acquainted, are among the best, if they are not the best, 
makers in the world, have been given inferior awards. We con- 
fess also to a feeling somewhat akin to indignation at finding that 
so many of the highest awards have been given to Scotch houses, 
while some English firms who can, and do, make superior goods 
have only received diplomas or bronze medals. | We do not say 
this from any national prejudice, but from a long and practical 
experience of the goods themselves. The most scientific fly- 
fishing in the world is that for trout. in Hampshire and other 
south of England waters, and the best fly-fishers in the world 
will be found in such clubs as the Houghton, the Hungerford, 
the Andover, and others of like nature. The rods, flies, &c., they 
use are made almost exclusively by firms who, ifthe jurors in this 
department are right, are not even second-rate makers. 

We have not the remotest notion as to who these jurors are, 
but we venture to assert that nine out of ten practical English 
fly-fishers will agree with us that in not a few instances they have 
succeeded in putting the saddle on the wrong horse. 

_The righteous indignation of some of our best English firms is 
not to be wondered at. 





NORTH COUNTRY SPIDER FLIES. 


By Francis M. WALBRAN. 





AS the majority of my readers are probably aware, there is a 

wide distinction between the patterns of trout and grayling 
flies used by southern anglers upon the clear, slow-running chalk 
streams of Hampshire, and those employed by their northern 
brethren on rapid, streamy rivers such as the Yore and Wharfe, 
and in most cases a disregard of this important matter makes a 
very material difference in the weight of the angler’s basket at 
the close of the day’s sport. Not on one occasion only, but on 
very many, have I met with fishermen, who’ were evidently 
thoroughly well versed in the southern system of fly-fishing, and 
who most likely in their own district were esteemed ‘ champions,” 
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accustomed to kill heavy dishes of both trout and grayling, but 
who haye on the rivers [ have named above failed to kill beyond 
a brace or so of small fish, and after two or three days of similar 
experience have thrown up the thing in disgust, declaring that 
“there were no fish in the river.” 

Now, the reason of their ill-luck has evidently not been lack 
of skill in casting their line; they may have used the finest of 
drawn gut or single hair, as the case might be, and also observed 
due caution in wading and fishing up-stream, but the patterns of 
their flies have been altogether wrong. As arale, winged flies 
are of little use in rapid streams, for when once wet the closely- 
grained feathers employed for the wings stick together and look 
like a mere thread, whereas a simple hackled fly (or spiders, as 
they are termed in the north) expands its fibres in the rough 
water, and presents amore attractive appearance to the feeding 
fish. Of course, I do not for one moment wish to contend that 
a winged fly will not kill on the rivers named; in fact, I almost 
always place one as top dropper on my cast, as in that position 
when fishing across stream its tremulous motion on ¢he surface of 
the water will frequently entice a fish. Those of my readers who 
were fortunate enough to pay a visit to the Fishery Exhibition at 
South Kensington would no doubt observe in the case of tackle 
displayed by Mr. W: J. Cummins, of Bishop Auckland, a card 
labelled ‘‘ Flies for the Wharfe’’; these were all hackled or 
spider patterns, and very seldom have I seen specimens that have 
been so neatly tied. Of course, these would also kill upon any 
other of the Yorkshire streams, and for the benefit of strangers 
to this district I purpose giving a list of twelve patterns for this 
class of flies, which I have every confidence in recommending. 

It is very seldom that you meet with a local fly-fisher on the 
Yorkshire streams who is conversant with the nomenclature of 
Ronalds, Francis, or ‘‘ Ephemera”; he names his flies by the 
feathers and silks of which they are composed, and strange would 
it seem to a London angler to hear one speak of ‘‘ woodcock and 
orange,” ‘snipe and yellow,” or ‘“‘ blue partridge ”’ ; yet when you 
come to investigate the matter you will find that these apparently 
“fancy flies” are in reality good imitations of leading aquatic 
insects, as I will endeavour to point out in the list of patterns 
subsequently given. I may here mention the fact that some fly- 
makers spoil their hackle flies by making them too bushy and 
the bodies too thick; this is a great fault. ‘Taken as a type, the- 
Wharfe flies named above as being exhibited Ly Mr. Cummins 
were simply perfection, and great care had evidently been 
bestowed upon their preparation. 

(1) “Woodcock and Orange,”—Body, head, and shoulders, 
orange silk, waxed; wrap in a few fibres of dark red-brown 
mohair for legs and hackle, with feather of double shade of colour 
from under wing of woodcock. Remarks: This is an excellent 
fly to use during the early spring months. It represents the class 
of flat winged browns that come thickly upon the water about that 
time. It may also be employed with advantage during August 
and September. i 

(2) “Snipe and Yellow.”—Body, head, and shoulders, pale 
yellow silk, slightly waxed, and dubbed very sparingly with water- 
rat’s fur, hackled with feather from under a snipe’s wing. 
Remarks: This fly is a great favourite with Yorkshire angiers, and 
is generally termed by them “snipe bloa,” the latter word signi- 
fying the colour of a cold, grey cloud from an old Saxon word ; 
it no doubt is taken by the fish as representing flies of the blue 
dun type. Iamacquainted with one highly successfui Wensley- 
dale angler who never makes up a cast of flies without his favourite 
“snipe bloa,’’ and he tells me that he kills a good share of his 
fish with it throughout the entire season. 

(3) “ Dotterel and Yellow.”—Body as in the preceding fly, 
hackled with the golden-tipped feather from a dotterel’s wing. 
Remarks: This is a capital imitation of the yellow dun, and if 
faithfully dressed with zeal dotterel’s feathers, cannot be sur- 
passed as a point fly in April and May. I may add that Mr. 
Cummins always supplies the correct pattern if specially re- 
quested, but charges a slightly increased price, dotterel’s feathers 
being so difficult to procure. 

(4) ‘“Waterhen and Orange.”—-Body, head, and shoulders, 
orange silk, hackled with breast feather from a water-hen. 
Remarks: Commonly known in Yorkshire as the ‘‘ dark watchet,” 
but is in reality a representation of the iron-blue dun. I have 
known some capital dishes result from the proper use of this fly. 

(5) ‘Blue Partridge.’—Body, slaty blue silk slightly waxed, 
hackled with the light mottled feather from a partridge. Re- 
marks: Thisis a standard fly upon the Wharfe. It is evidently 
intended as an imitation of the sand gnat or spider fly. In April 
and May it is an excellent killer, and recently, on the Yore, I 
killed four grayling with it in October, 

(6) “Orange Partridge.”—Body, orange silk, waxed, hackled 
from the mottled feather from a partridge. Remarks; This is 
another pattern that Wharfedale anglers swear by; and it cer~ 
tainly is a splendid killer during almost the whole season, During 
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the earlier months it is no doubt taken for the March brown ; and 
as that fly is upon the water subsequently in the different forms 
of May brown, August dun, &c., it is easy to understand why it is 
such a universal favourite. 

(7) “Landrail and Yellow.”-—Body, yellow silk, hackled from 
a landrail’s wing feather. Remarks: A good autumn fly ; taken, 
no doubt, as the Cinnamon and others of the Phryganide, which 
are to be found thickly upon the water at that period of the year. 
This fly kills the best upon a showery day. 

(8) ‘The Stone Midge,””—Body, lead-coloured silk and heron’s 

harl, hackled with the green-coloured feather from a plover’s 
neck. Remarks: A good fly during April and the early portion of 
May. 
(9) “The Knotted Midge.’’"—Body, lead-coloured silk, dubbed 
with fur from a fox’s ear; hackled with feather taken from between 
wings and body of a green plover; to be’ dressed upon No. oo 
hook. Remarks: This is the ‘“ Tail to Tail” mentioned by Mr. 
Aldam in his ‘‘ Quaint Treatise.”” His dressing, however, mate- 
rially differs from the above, and is as follows :—Body, dark fawn- 
coloured silk, ribbed with harl from a brown turkey’s tail, hackled 
from a sooty-black hen’s feather. Mr. A. gives an instance, when 
upon the Derbyshire Derwent, he anda friend killed a splendid 
dish of trout, when several other anglers could do nothing, and 
assigned the reason of their ill-luck to ‘thunder in the air,” 
‘too much water,” and other well-known anglers’ excuses. I 
have found the above pattern of Mr. Aldam’s to be all that can 
be desired, and, if anything, superior to the usual Wharfedale 
pattern. 

(10) ‘* The Musk Fly.”—Body, orange silk, with a single turn 
of peacock’s harl for the head, hackled with feather from outside 
of an owl’s wing. Remarks: Generally styled ‘‘ Brown Owl”’ by 
the frequenters of Wharfedale; it really represents the “ Little 
Brown Silverhorns”’ of Francis, and when the natural insect is 
dancing up and down upon the surface of the streams upon a fine 
autumn evening no better imitation can be employed. 

(11) “The Fog Black.”—Body, purple silk, waxed, hackled 
With feather from a bullfinch’s wing. To be dressed small, upon 
a No. o hook. Remarks: A capital fly for grayling during the 
autumn months, when it is taken for the numerous class of small 
black flies which may be found upon the water at that period of 
the year. 

ae ‘The Willow Fly.”"—Body, mole’s fur spun on yellow silk, 
hackled with a grizzled hackle of a copperish hue. Remarks: A 
splendid autumnal grayling fly. I have known days upon which 
no other fly was of any avail. 

I could increase the number of patterns to at least another 
dozen, but feel convinced that an angler having the above in his 
book need not fear to try his hand upon any of the Yorkshire 
streams. Should he not kill fish with them, he may rest assured 
that the fault lies with himself in some way or other. I may 
add that the bumble flies and little reds made by Mr. Eaton, of 
Matlock Bath, also kill well upon the Yore and Wharfe, and the 
same‘remark also applies to the splendid series of bumbles and up- 
winged duns manufactured by Messrs. Foster Brothers, of Ash- 
bourne, but I only use the latter as top-droppers to my casts, for the 
reason adduced in the early portion of my article. 








THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION AWARDS. 


TPS awards of the juries in connection with the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, confirmed and issued by the Com- 
missioners acting on behalf of her Majesty’s Government, have 
been published in a supplement to the London Gazette. Sub- 
joined is a list of the successful exhibitors in the United 
Kingdom in departments of special interest to our readers.* 


N.B.—G signifies Gorp MEDAL. 


S nA SILVER MEDAL. 
B Ais Bronze MEDAL. 
D 9 DIPLOMA. 





SEA FISHING LINES, HOOKS, &c. 

Hearder and Son, collection of mounted sea fishing gear, G; W. Paterson, 
Macduff, collection of long-line gear, B; C. and R. Brooks, Stonehouse, col- 
lection of mounted sea fishing gear, G ; John Ross, jun., collection of ashing 
lines, B; William Strachan, hand lines with flies, D; William Jones, Scar- 
borough, collection of sea fishing gear, G. 





LOBSTER, CRAYFISH, CRAB, AND PRAWN POTS aND 
DREDGES. 
R. T. Softley, Great Yarmouth, folding crab and lobster pot, S ; Whitstable 
Company, dredge, S; Sea Salter and Ham Oyster Company, dredge, B; W. 
Fell Woods, dredge, D; T. J. Mann, crab and lobster gauges, B. 





* As the full list occupies some 37 pages of the London Gazetie, we are, of 
course, unable to reprint it i ewfenso as we should like to do.—Ep. . 
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SALMON NETS AND FIXED APPLIANCES. 

Marquis of Exeter, salmon trap for taking fish for artificial breeding ; Severn 
Seay) Board, collective exhibit, S; Joseph English, Irish flax pollen 
net, G. 

SALMON RODS, LINES, &c. (GeNERAL EXHIBITS). 

R. Anderson and Son, B; Gaynor and Son, D; F. T. Williams and 
S; J. Bernard and Son, D; A. Carter and Sons, 8; Thomas Aldred, B; 
W. Watson and Sons, S; P. D. Malloch, G; G. Little and Co., G; Eaton © 
and Deller, D; Hardy Brothers, S; D. and W. H. Foster, B; W-. J. Cum. 
mings, S: Forrest and Sons, S; Charles Farlow and Co., S; Alfred and Son, 
B; D. Slater, B; Wm. Robertson, B; Redoath and Co., @; Robt. Rams=- 
bottom, G; W. Bartleet and Sons, S; Hy. Milward and Sons, G@; T. Hem- © 
ming and Sons, S; George Cording S; Anderson, Abbott, and Anderson, — 
G; J. Cording and Co., D; Edmiston and Son, D; Basil Field, B; B. W. — 
Hovell, B; James Gregory, B; Gehrling and Son, B; E. and F. Prickman, — 
B; Thos. Leo Andrews, B; Ogden and Scotford, B; Wright, of Ke!s), F 
G; Ogden Smith, S; Wm. H. Wigley, D; George D. Berney, B; Jim ~ 
Hearns, D ; Collective Exhibit, A. Carter and Sons, §; Three-Splice Cane 
Rod, Thos. Aldred, B ; Salmon Reels, P. D. Malloch, G; New Reel Attach- 
ment, G, Little and Co.,G; Cane Rods. Hardy Bros., 8; Salmon Rods, 
Forrest and Sons, G; Reels, D. Slater, B; Life-be't Wading Trousers, G. 
Cording, 8; Aerating Bait Can, Basil Field, B; Artificial Minnow, E. and F, 
Prickman, B; Five-side Cane Rod, Thos. Leo Andrews, B; Spinning Bait, 
Wm. H. Wigley, D; Cloth Lined Tub, Geo. D. Berney, B; Composition for 
Preserving Baits for Spinning, Wm. Kivg, D; Salmon Rods, R. Anderson 
and Son, 8; W. Watson and Sons, B;-8. Patrick, D; P. D. Malloch, B; 
G. Little and Co.,8; Eaton and Deller, 8; Hardy Bros., 8; W. J. Cum- 
mings, B; Forrest and Sons, G; Chas. Farlow and Co., B. 

TROUT RODS. 

R. Anderson and Son, B; Forrest and Sons, S; Charles Farlow and Co., 
S; W. Watson and Sons, D; Thomas Aldred, B; G. Little and Co , B; 
D. and W. H. Foster, B ; Ogden and Scotford, B; P. D. Malloch, S; Hardy 
Brothers, G@; E. A. Holroyd, D; Eaton and Deller, B; J. Bernard and Son, 
D; F.T. Williams and Co., B; Thomas L, Andrews, B; Hemming and 
Son, B; S. M. Patrick, B. : j 

REELS. 

P. D. Malloch, G; R. Anderson and Son, S; D. Slater, S; G. Little and 
Co., S; Charles Farlow and Co., B; Thomas Aldred, D; D. and W. H. 
Foster, D; Eaton and Deller, D. 

FLIES. , 

Ogden Smith, S; Thos. MacCarthy, D; Wm. Robertson, B; Alfred and 
Son, D; Chas. Farlow and Co., B; Forrest and Sons, G; Jas. Wright, G; 
Wm. J. Cummings, S ; D. and W. H. Foster, B; Hardy Bros., of Alnwick, 
S; Michael Rogan, S; Eaton and Deller, D; G. Little and Co., D; P. D. 
Malloch, G; E. A. Holroyd, D; Miss Horne, S; R. Anderson and Son, 8; 
W. Milne, D; J. Bernard and Sons, B; F. T. Williams and Co., D; Ogden 


> 


and Scotford, D; Jim Hearns, D; Saml. Howarth, D. 


ECONOMIC CONDITION OF FISHERMEN. Y 
Anderson, Abbott, and Anderson, general exhibit, G; H. and E: Brand, 
general exhibit, G ; J. W. Johnson and Sons, general exhibit, G. 








ANTISEPTICS FOR PRESERVING FISH. 
Antitropic Co. (W. F. Grier and Co.) ‘‘Glacialine,’? S; Wm King, Preserva- 
tive for Baits for Spinning, D. 
FISH BREEDING ESTABLISHMENTS, &c. 
The Marquis of Exeter, apparatus for hatching eggs of salmonidz, S ;_ 
Oldham Chambers, apparatus for hatching adhesive eggs, B; Oldham Cham: — 
bers, apparatus for hatching floating eggs, S ; Sir James Maitland, Bart., series 
of ponds, S; Sir James Maitland, Bart , establishment for fish rearing, B; 
Marquis of Exeter, feeding apparatus, B; the Wootton Oyster Company, 
models of oyster breeding establishments, S; G. Dilnot, spat collectors, S; 
Lieutenant- Colonel H. Stuart-Wortley, aquaria (marine aquarium), 8; J. M. © 
Brown, freshwater aquarium, B; Kessell and Son, auto-pneumatic self-acting 
fountain, B. 





LIVING FISH. j 

W. Oldham Chambers,{sebago, salmon, &c., S; Norfolk and Suffolk Fish 
Acclimatisation Society, salmon from Maine, 8; Marquis of Exeter, yearling 
trout, S; Thomas Andrews, yearling trout, B. 7 


PURIFICATION OF STREAMS. 
Manufacturers and Millowners’ Mutual Aid Association, collective exhibit, 
G; the Native Guano Company, purification of sewage,G; Atkins, water — 
softening and purifying system, S$; P. A. Maignen, ‘‘ filtre rapide,” S. a 


LOAN COLLECTIONS OF FISH, &c. ‘ 
Henry Ffennell, collection of poaching instruments, S ; General Collections 4 
—G. B. Ashmead and Co., G; Miss Gardner, 8; United Society of Anglers, — 
S$; Gresham Club, 8; W. Howlett, S ; Erne Fisheries, $8; Augustine Nester, — 
B; Captain Ross, B; Stanley Anglers’ Society, G; Model of Sir Izaak — 
Walton’s House—J. B. Snowden, B; General Exhibits—F. Coburn, S; _ 
Friendly Anglers’ Society, G; Good Intent Anglers’ Society, 8; H.@. — 
Brookwell, 8; Birmingham Midland Piscatorial Association, S ; Mrs. W. P. © 
Carr, S; Captain Patton, 8; T. R. Sachs, S; M. H. Lewis, S; Newbury and — 
District Angling Association, S; General Collections—A. W. Beasley, B; 
F. T. Williams aud Co., B; Piscatorial Society, G; A. C. Critchfield, By ~ 
W. J. Matthews, S; Silver Trout Society, G; R. Pugh, S; A. D. Bartlett, 
S; South London Angling Society, B; Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray 
Angling Society, S; Izaak Walton Angling Society, S; T. F. Gunn, G; 
E. W. Gunn, jun., B; J. M‘Nee, B; Convivial Anglers’ Society, B; H. Da 
Costa, B; Robert Wright, B; the Great Northern Brothers’ Association, S; 
James Starkey, S; Sir Hugh Middleton Anglers’ Society, B; Hoxton 
Brothers’ Angling Society, B; Westbourne Park Angling Society, B; J. S. — 
Hughes, S; Andrew Brotherston, B; North-Western Angling Society, B; . 
J. W. Morgan, B; J. Knechtli, B; P. Toppin, B; A. G. Jardine, G; Rich- 
mond Piscatorial Society, S; Nutting and Co., B; General Exhibits—G. J. 
Eastwood, B; T. Beningfield, B; R. Featherstone, B; Robert King, B; R. 
een B; J. W. Cowley, B; J. W. Gant, B; 8. Sanders, B; Alfred” 
uthall, B; Arthur Beningfield, B, 
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SPECIAL PRIZE LIST. 

Collection of hand-line gear complete, £5, Hearder and Son; collection of 
salmon rods, £10, Mr. B. F. Nicholls, Boston, U.S.A.; collection of trout 
rods, £10, Hardy Brothers; collection of split-cane rods, £5, W. Mills and 
Sons, New York, U.S.A. ; collection of salmon or trout reels, £5, Malloch and 
Co. ; collection of salmon lines, £10, W. Watson and Sons ; collection of trout 
lines, £10, Wm. Mills and Son, New York, U.S.A.; collection of salmon and 
trout gut casts, £10—the jury did not award this prize, but recommend that it 
should be awarded io Mr. Carter for general usefulness ; general collection of 
flies, £10, James Wright, of Kelso, N.B.; general collection of salmon or 
trout ilies for England, £5, Ogden Smith; general collection of salmon or 
trout flies for Scotland, 45, James Wright, of Kelso, Malloch and Co., half 
each, equal; general collection of salmon or trout flies for Ireland, £5, Michael 
Rogan, Thomas MacCarthy, half each, equal; collection of materials used in 
dressing salmon and trout flies, £5, the jury recommend that this prize, which 
they have not thought advisable to award, should be added to Prize 55 
and divided between the two; collection of rods other than fly rods, 
410, Charles Farlow and Co. ; complete collection of tackle and angling ap- 
pliances, £10, G. Little and Co. ; complete collection of tackle and angling 
appliances for bottom fishing, comprising minimum of cost with excellence, 

10, Gaynor and Son, D. Slater, equal ; collection of artificial 
baits, £10, Alfred and Son; collection of hooks of all descrip- 
tions for fresh-water fishing, £10, Henry Millward and Sons; collec- 
tion of boots, waders, fishing stockings, brogues, &c., £5, Anderson, Abbott, 
and Anderson ; suit of angler's apparel, including hat, £5, George Cording ; 
eel trap for rivers, not to interfere with other fisheries, £10, E. G. Ferrow ; 
portable or collapsible boat, £10, Berthon and Co. ; designs for a fish market, 
452 tos., W. Oldham Chambers and Willins; model and plans of a fish 
market, £20, Edward Ellis Allen; for the best hatching apparatus for salmon, 
ide, £5, Marquis of Exeter; for the best coarse fish hatching apparatus, £5, 
Frank N. Clark, Michigan, U.S.A.; for the best deep sea hatching apparatus, 
45, H. C. Chester, Connecticut, U.S.A. ; for the best rearing 
apparatus, £5, Marquis of Exeter; for the best living specimens 
of yearlimg trout, not less than twenty-five in number, £3, Marquis 
‘of Exeter; for the best fish culture establishment for hatching and rearing 
100,000 salmonidz, combining efficiency with economy, £15, Sir James Mait- 
land, Bart.; a collection of stuffed freshwater fish taken with rod and line 
within the United Kingdom, bona-fide the property of London angling club, 
and caught by their present or past members only, £20, Friendly Angling 
Society, The Albion, Albion Street, Hyde Park; a collection of stuffed fresh- 
water fish taken with rod and line within the United Kingdom, bona-fide the 
property of provincial angling clubs, and caught by their present or past 
members only, £20, Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial Association, James 
Gregory, secretary, 39, Vyse Street, Birmingham; a collection of stuffed fish 
shown by, and bona-fide property of a private exhibitor, all being taken by 
rod and line within the United Kingdom, £20, H. G. Brookwall, 15, Belmont- 
Villas, Leyton Road, Leyton; collection of freshwater fish made and exhibited 
by private individuals, £5, friends of A.G. Jardine, 886A to 886K exclusive, 
8561, also 929, 893, 869, 859, 925A, 965, 934, 977; collection of Thames trout 
caught by exhibitor with rod and line, £10, no competition; collection of 
salmo fario in all varieties, caught by rod and line and by exhibitor, £10, 
Hi. G. Brookwell, Leyton; best specimens of taxidermy, more particularly 
with regard to stuffed fish, £10, IT. E. Gunn, Norwich; salmo salar, £5, 
Andrew Brotherston, Sheddon Park Road, Kelso, N.B.; salmo ferox, £5, 
Sweeting and Co., Cheapside ; salmo ferox, £5, Percy Topping, Glan-yr-Avon, 





Strawberry Hill; salmo trutta, £2 10s., Silver Trout Angling Club, Star and ~ 


Garter Hotel, St. Martin’s Lane, salmo fario in any variety, R. King, per 
A. G. Jardine; grayling, £2 tos., Dr. John Brunton, 21, Euston Road ; pike, 
£5, A. G. Jardine, 38, Old Change; perch, £2 tos., T. E. Gunn, Norwich ; 
carp, £2 Ios., Silver Trout Angling Association; tench, £2 10s., Western 
Park Piscatorial Society ; barbel, £2 10s., Marcus H. Lewes, Ham, Newbury ; 
bream, £2 Ios., T. E. Gunn, Norwich; chub, 42 Ios., Friendly Angling 
Society ; roach, £2 10s., North-Western Angling Club; rudd, £2 Ios., E. 
Arnold, Huntington ; dace, £2 1os., Hoxton Brothers’ Angling Society ; bur- 
bolt eel pout, £2 1os., W. Howlett, High Street, Newmarket; eel, £2 Ios., 
W. Howlett, Newmarket ; black bass, £2 1os., Piscatorial Society. 








CHEAP EXCURSIONS TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


‘T“HE Executive of the Fisheries Exhibition are to be congratu- 

1 lated on the success of their efforts to induce the London, 
Brighton, and South Coast, the South-Eastern, and London, 
Chatham, and Dover Railway Companies to offer facilities for the 
working classes to visit the Exhibition. These companies are 
now issuing tickets for the journey to and from London, includ- 
ing admission to the Exhibition, at the following rates :— 
From places beyond 10 miles and up to 50 miles from London, 
2s.; beyond 50 and‘up to 100 miles, 2s. 6d., both journeys to be 
made on the same day. 





INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


FINAL CEREMONY. 


IS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES, 
K.G., has definitely fixed the 31st October for the 
closing of the Exhibition. His Royal Highness will preside, 
and it is hoped that His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh, 
_K.G., will also take part in the ceremony, fuller arrangements 
for which will be announced shortly. 
The list of awards of the International Juries, confirmed and 
‘issued by the Commissioners acting on behalf of Her Majesty’s 
Government, was officially published in the London Gazet/e on 
Tuesday, the 16th inst., andis on sale in the Exhibition, in book 
' form, price one shilling. We refer to it elsewhere. 
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The number of visitors on Saturday was 51,973, making a total 
for last week of 122,267. The total number from the opening 


of the Exhibition has been 2,201,981. 


SE 





CANADIAN FISHING TACKLE AT THE EXHIBITION. 


NDER the care of Mr. Samuel Wilmot, the Canadian Com- 
missioner, is a most interesting exhibit of the various fish 
produced by the waters and seas of British North America. We 
have been greatly interested in the splendid specimens of the 
Atlantic and Pacific salmon, the trout and white fish of the lakes, 
and other varieties. He has also very kindly, as will be seen 
elsewhere, taken charge for us of a fine New Zealand trout, as 
New Zealand is not represented. Our readers will probably be 
most interested in the fishing tackle exhibits. There appear to 
be only two exhibitors. The chief is the firm of Allcock, Laight, 
and Westwood, of Toronto, Canada ; they have a handsome glass 
case and a highly creditable collection of rodsand tackle. There 
are fourteen different patterns of Canadian-made spoons, and 
very good some of them look; but we confess we are glad to see 
the trade mark of the Redditch house on the hooks and lines, 
except on a few sea lines made in Canada. The rods exhibited 
are all of Canadian make, and if not quite so well finished as if 
made by the English house, we should not like to say they are not 
quite as serviceable. ‘They consist of salmon, trout, bass, and 
other rods, and we notice one split-cane specimen. From a label 
over the case we see the Canadian firm have taken highest awards 
at the Toronto Exhibition, which goes to keep up the reputation 
of the English firm for taking the highest awards whenever they 
choose to compete—in fact, it has been a wonder to us and all 
who know them to find the English firm of 8. Allcock and Co. 
conspicuous by their absence from this grand exhibition. The 
winches exhibited seem good, but some of them would not be 
appreciated in this country—the double multiplier, for instance, 
with its awkward crank handle, made to catch the line apparently, 
but this reel is very popular over the water. Whether these reels 
are made in Canada or here we cannot say, as the attendant in 
charge said he did not know. 

The other exhibitors are Messrs. D. Scribner and Son, of New 
Brunswick. They have some well-made spliced rods, salmon and 
trout flies. Therods are too much on the Castle-Connell prin- 
ciple to please us, but many first-class anglers swear by this 
principle, and in a salmon rod it is less objectionable to us than 
in a trout rod. We notice that theircase, as it stands, has been 
purchased by Dr. Goulland, of 34, Finsbury Square. 

Our readers must remember the life of the Exhibition is draw- 
ing to a close, and the Canadian exhibit is among the best in the 
Exhibition. 





GROSS-WEIGHT COMPETITIONS. 


I" is some time since I have written upon this subject because 

I have found it more generally taken up, and the principle 
I was the first to ventilate now possessing some good advocates. 
When I was at the Wherry Hotel, Oulton Broad, near Lowestoft, 
last week, and chatting with Mr. G. Mason, the piscatorial pro- 
prietor, on this subject, the conversation turned upon the yearly 
gross-weight competitions, and he gave me an excellent idea. 
It was this: that atthe time of registering the weights of fish there 
should be a registration of the time occupied in catching them, 
and at the end of the year notice should be taken ofa comparison 
of time as well as of weight. For instance, one member may place 
upon record as the result of his year’s take 500 lb. weight of fish, 
representing fifty-two days; another member has 250 1b. weight, 
taken in twenty days. Now, although the latter has less weight 
he has also less time, and the contention is he is the best angler 
of the two. All members have not the same time and oppor- 
tunity of going out once a week, and therefore I consider there is 
something very sound in Mr. Mason’s ideas. It may not be out 
of place here to refer to the formation of the Lowestoft and 
Oulton Angling Club, of which Mr. W. S. Everitt is the president, 
Mr. George Mason, the vice-president, and Mr. Lewis T. 
Johnson, the honorary secretary and treasurer. One of the rules 
which has reference to ‘‘ gross-weight competitions” runs as 
follows: ‘‘That, having regard to the objects of the club and for 
the better encouragement of the art of angling, the club shall 
give prizes for the largest fish in preference to gross-weights.” 
There is another rule, which I am afraid could not be carried out 
to the same extent in the London clubs. If is this: “ That all 
members shall subscribe not less than ss. per annum to the 
Waveney and Oulton Fisheries Protection Society.” Supposing 
every member of an angling club in London and suburbs gave 
one shilling each annually to the Thames or Lea Preservation 
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Societies, and at the end of the year give the money so raised to 
either society as a contribution from the club, what a good sum 
would be secured towards the protection of the Thames or Lea 
Fishery. The sum of one shilling each year is not much for each 
member to contribute, but it would help to produce great results 
in the matter of protection and preservation. By 

| Mr. Parker, of the Gresham Society, in his paper on the 
“Prize System,” advocated the same thing that Mr. Mason 
suggests. —ED. | 











CLUB REPORTS. 


$ AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Harding, roach 10 1b. 5 1b., dace 3 lb. 80z., chub 12 oz. ; Mr. Arnold, 
roach 3 ib. 11 0z, dace 4} 0z., gudgeon 2} oz. ; Mr, Taylor, roach 2 lb. 1oy0Z. 
dace 50z.; Mr. Dweller, perch 80z., dace 302, roach 40z.; and Mr. 
Bryant, jack 3 lb. 4 oz., dace 53 :0z.—J. WORLEDGE. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report, T beg to acknowledye with thanks the receipt of 
tos. 6d. donation from G, Chambers, Esq. (Gresham Angling Society).— 
R. GuurnNeY, Sec. 





BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

Our rembers have not had much sport of late. On the Ist inst. we had a 
competition, held at Steyning. A few roach were taken, the first prize again 
falling to Mr. George Ford, Mr. G. Saunders second, Mr. Ol'ive third. We 
hope to have a strong muster on the 2Ist inst. at Barcombe.—PIsCATOR. 


BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday last 57 members of the above association fished their first peg- 
down match of the season in the canal at Bradford-on-Avon, the conditions 
being as follows :—Four hours’ fishing, 20 yards apart, and no single fish under 
1 oz. to weigh. The pegging out and judging were again most satisfactorily 
carried out by Mr. John Inch and Mr. H. Warr, and the weighing of fish by 
Mr. J. Hadden (president), Mr. H. Inch (vice-president), and Mr. Lewis 
Wride (secretary), whose decisions gave great satisfaction. ‘The fish caught 
were very large in numbers, and of a very good size (there only being eleven fish 
under I oz. each). We are pleased to say that this is the best contest we ever 
had, there being only seven who did not catch fish, and had the wind not been 
so high I have no doubt all would have caught more. The prizes fished for 
amount to over £20, and will be distributed to successful members ou Monday 
next, of which are the following in order named :—F’. Cox, R. Box, G. Trickett, 
Mr. Everett, Mr. Harrison, Mr. Withers, A. Helliar, Mr. Tippitt, Mr. Tovey, 
Mr. Bose, H. Baker, C. Oxenham, Mr. Moody, Mr. Swailham, Mr. Perry. 
L. A. Merchant, Lewis Wride, Mr.- Hamilton (Mr. Bryant and Mr. Spark 
ties), Mr. Glass, Mr. Allen, D.. M. Feord, J. Clements, W. Vaughan, Mr. 
Milton. On Thursday last, October 11th, one of our members (Mr. James 
White) was fishing in the river Avon, and in five hours succeeded in killing 
16 lb. of fine roach, amongst them being two weighing I Jb. 1 0z. each, one 
1lb. 2 oz, and another 1 1b. G oz. Altogether a very fine sample of roach— 
in fact, the best I have seen for years, and I must say they were a credit to our 
worthy friend.—LEWIs WRIDE, sec. 

BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members had some fair sport on the 14th. Mr. C. Lamb had a good 
show of roach and dace; Mr. Hastings, jun., roach; Mr. Whitmore, roach and 
dace; Mr. John Hadkiss, roach; Mr. F, Shervill, jack; and Mr. Syddell, 
jack, from the rivers Lea, Roden, and Stort. On Tuesday, the 16th inst., our 
general return vistt was responded to in an excel'ent manner, the following 
clubs mustering in good force :—The Amicible, Alliance, Good Intent, Alex- 
andra, Hearts of Oak Stoke Newington, Hoxton Brothers, Burdett, Original 
Clerkenwell Piscatorials, Bridgewater Brothers, and Reform. Amongst the 
visitors we noticed Messrs. R. Ghurney, Medcalf, J. T. Cundall, J. G. Baglee, 
and A. Williams. Having spent a very pleasant evening, we wish to thank 
those who assisted us to do so, and to express a hope that all visits may be as 
successful as ours.—T. G. WALKER, 








CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members were successful on the 14th, Mr. Nitz, two jack and 
some bream from Pulborough; Mr. Chambers, bream and roach from Am- 
berley; Mr. Castell, roach and gudgeons from the Stort ; Messrs. Gentry and 
Robson, two jack from the Stort; and Mr. Plumstead, roach and dace from 
Ware.—Cas, 

CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Most of the members of this club were out on the 14th inst., and nearly all 
of them brought home fish. The greatest takes were by Messrs. Wells and 
Jelliman, who had each a good show of roach and other fish. A general meet- 
ing will beheld on Monday, October 22nd.—J. W. Powrr, sec. 

COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 14th inst. the trays of fish at the society’s room were not nearly so 
well filled as on the corresponding day in the previous week, nevertheless some 
fair specimens of fish were shown. Mr. Tucker, fishing at Amberley, caught 
some very nice bream ; Mr, Salmon had some good roach and dace from Wind» 
sor; Mr. Stead, as usual, also had some very nice roach from Uxbridge; and 
Messrs. Jenkins and Hammons weighed in roach and dace from the Thames.— 
C. REEVES, sec. 

GRANGE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the roth inst. Mr. D. H. Rich weighed in from the river Ouse, St. Ives, 

two jack, 6 lb. 8 oz., and roach 5 Ib. 9 oz., three of which weighed 3 lb. I oz. 


Mr, Kayes on same date and from same place, one jack 6 1b 11 oz., and roach 
3 1b. 9 oz.—W.K. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The following members weighed fish on the 14th inst , from Amberley : 
J. Watling, 2 1b. 14 oz.; G. Watling, 2 Ib. 5 oz.; Baker, 11b.60z.; J. K. 


Fitch, rlb. 5 lb, ; J. King, 21b, 1402, dace, from Thames ; Parkin, 3 lb.; 0. W. 
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Theobald, 1 lb. Ir oz. ; re Cowper; roach; M. J. Dingley, a fine show of 
roach, dace, perch and bream, weighing 14 lb. 6 oz.—J. Fritcu, sec. 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. ol 
The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening 
at tle Mason's Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basinghall Street, Mr. Bates 
(hon. treasurer) in the chair. .Some very.good roach and dace were weighed in 
by Messrs. Graham, Bennett, and McDowell, and the presiding chairman 
presented a work to the library, for which, on the motion of Mr. Bryant (hon, 
librarian), a vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to him. The chairman 
also gave an account of his recent visit to Scotland, and in the course of his 
remarks called attention to a collection of flies which he had obtained from the 
well-known tackle makers, Messrs. Anderson and Sons, of Edinburgh and 
Dunkeld. These flies were critically examined and much admired. Dr. 
Brunton spoke of the National Fish Culture Association, which he strongly 
recommended as deserving the support of anglers and angling societies. Mr. 
Houghton and Mr, Muir were then proposed for membership, and the ballot 
fixed for the 30th inst, Tae remainder of the evening was devoted to music.— 
H. 





HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. x 

On the 11th Mr. Allder weighed in roach and dace from Richmond; Mr, 

Hobden, a chub weighing 3 Ibs. 3 ozs, from Eyasham; and Mr. Penny a 

small jack from Virginia water. The 14th was the first day’s competition for | 

prizes, presented by Mr. Green. . The first prize was not taken, and Mr, 
Lewis scored the second with 2 Ib. ofroach and dace from Kew, —ArGus. 





HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY. re | 
Our trays were well filled on the 16th inst. by Messrs. C. and N. Messenger, 
who had a fine show of roach weighing 20 1b , some of the fish going over I lb. 
each. The following members weighed in on the 14th:—Messrs. C, and N. 
Messenger, roach and dace; Mr. Price, dice ; Mr. Hooker, dace; Mr. Puffs, 
dace.—W. BrooM, sec. _— . of 
HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. = 
Twenty-two members were out on the 14th inst. The takes were rather small, 
roach and dace only being shown. Mr. G. Hunt won the wor.hy host’s prize” 
with roach under 6 1b.—R. GuurneEy, sec. M 
HULME ELLESMERE ANGLING SOCIETY, MANCHESTER, ~ 
The annual dinner of the above society was held at the club-house, Gray 
Parrot, Bedford Street, on Thurscay, Oct. the 13th, when the members sat 
down, as is usually the case, toa good, substantial spread, provided by the host, 
Mr. Taylor. After each had done ample justice, and the cloth was withdrawn, 
the president, Mr. J. K. Hulme, took the chair. During his remarks, con- 
gratulating the members on the prosperity of the society, Mr. Hulme referred 
to the fast approach of winter evenings, which he thought might be made both 
instructive and amusing by commencing a series of readings and take discus- 
sion thereon, The feeling of the members seemed to be quite in accord with 
the suggestion, and several promised to devote chosen nights for that purpose, 
The toast ‘‘ Success to the’ Hulme Ellesmere,’’ was responded to by the secre= 
tary, T. Rock, who assured thé members it gave him great pleasure in doings», 
from the fact of occupying the position of secretary during the past seven years, 
and he had watched the gradual progress of the society. There has been many 
reforms promulgated from this society to the advantage of the association, and 
others-which we s:ill hope to gain—-more especially in the concessions which, we 
hope, the various railway companies may see their way to grant in the exten- 
sion of time and cheap trave'ling. There has been one unpleasant incident 
during the year, in which the society wisely excluded a member for a repetition 
of unseemly conduct at our matches; but we hope the example will number it 
with the past. Mr. Bailey, the district representative, in answer to a call, gave 
some information relative to the working of the amalgamation, in which he, in’ 
his capacity of delegate, had on all occasions used his endeavours to promote the 
true interest of anglers throughout the association. Mr. Procter, president of 
the Amalgamation, referred to his past services (being about to close his year as 
chairman), to the many reforms which had been before mentioned, and adde 
that he hoped whoever might be his successor wouli continue to take that 
interest for the welfare of the anglers in this district which it has always been a 
pleasure for him to take. The toast ‘¢ Prize Winners,’’ was ably responded to. 
by Mr. Eaton, the vice-president, Mr. Bradley supporting the same, and 
wished those who were not successful to still persevere. _ The rest of the evening 
was spent in joyous harmony. Toasts and songs being the order of the day, 
special mention should be made of the rendering of ‘‘ My Scotch Lassie Jean,” 
by Mr. Tweedle ; the Brothers Hampson, ‘‘ Bold Militia Men ” ; Mr. Purslow, 
‘Cabin Home’’ ; Mr. Bradley, ‘* Steady Boys, Steady”? ; Mr. Quinn, “ My 
Uncle’s Wedding Day’’; Mr. Bailey, ‘Poor Old Joe’; Mr. John Tayl 
received quite an ovation for his song ‘*Sailing,’? and the evergreen 
Piller must not be forgot for his nigger song, ** Doo, da.”” The time being fast 
approaching for a close, the health of the ‘‘ Host and Hostess ’’ was drank 
musical honours. Mr. Coates, though nota professor, was an able acc 
panist, the evening’s pleasure being brought to a conclusion with the ‘‘ Nationa 
Anthem.’”’—T. R., sec. ae 








IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Not having sent a report last week, I wish to notify that Mr. A. Bass had 
8 lb. 33 oz. of nice roach on the 7thinst. Mr. H, Butt had roach on th 
same day; Mr. C. Green, ditto; Mr. A. E. Bedford, roach and dace; 
Messrs. G. and G. P. Rolt have had some handsome takes of roach during the 
past ten days, and although the weather has been very inclement it has no 
deterred these energetic anglers from visiting their favourite swims. Mes 
A. Bass, H, Butt, T. Ward, and J. T. Burgess were out on the 14th inst and 
weighed in roach. The members are reminded that Messrs. G. Rolt and G. 
Riches’ prizes are being competed for this month; the gross weights at the end 
of the month take the prizes; members can weigh in on any day. 


LARKHALL ANGLING SOCIETY. 
For the chub challenge cup, value £10 10s., the President, Mr. G. F. Spen 
weighed in, on Wednesday last, the heaviest weight of fish taken up to 
present, viz’, 461b. 12 oz. barbel and 21b. chub—a splendid bag, and one not 
likely to be beaten during the remainder of the season. Messrs. F. Boyce and 
W. Westley had some nice roach from Datchet. The half-yearly meeting is 
adjourned till the 24th inst., when members are requested to muster in good 
force.—E. M. Matxerz, hon. sec. P we 


' 
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Ae NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. Bia 
The members of this club are getting better fishing as the autumn advances. 
On the 14th, Mr, D, North was fortunate enough while fishing the Welsh Harp 


at 
——_— 
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water to get hold of a good fish, which after about forty minutes’ sport was 
brought to grass. It proved to be a pike of 40} inches jn length, and weighed 
20i lb. It has been sent to Mr. Lancaster for preservation, and will be a good 
addition to the club room when finished.—W. HILLIER, sec, 





PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The prizes given by Messrs, Matthews, Griffiths, Cox, and Stidolph, fished 
for on the 14th inst., were won by-Messrs. Beard, Page, Griffiths, and White 
in the order named. Messrs. Lang, Branches, and Gardham also weighed in. 
Club match on the 21st for three prizes.—W. H. PAGE, hon. sec. 





PHCENIX ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our membeis have been out, but the wind and weather were against them ; 
nevertheless about 20 Ib. of roach, dace, chub and perch were captured by H. 
Packer, T. Keen, the Brothers Ashley, Burnett, Bartriss, Slater, Elbourn, 
Pritchard, and Titmus.—W. ELBoURN, sec. 





QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 14th inst. in strong force, but met with little 
sport. Mr, Walford had 5 lb. 14$ oz. of bream; Mr. Fayers, 2 1b. of roach 
and gudgeon; Mr. Pearce and Mr. Bedford weighed ina few roach. The 
keeper of Wimbledon Lake gives the members of our society a day’s jack 
fishing on November 4th.—L. WAxrorD, sec. 





RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday last the Society held their first meeting in the New Banquet- 
ing Hall, at their quarters, at the Station Hotel, Richmond (this splendid 
room being so well ventilated, lofty, and roomy, is all that could be wished or 
desired, and should a hundred persons be present, as was the case at the open- 
ing banquet on Thursday last, not the slightest inconvenience or overheating is 
experienced). There were present : the Chairman, W. F. ©. Clench; Vice- 
Chairman, H. Dickinson ; Treasurer, H. B. Terrill; Librarian, H. Davis; 
Curator, H. E, Gaynor; Messrs. H. S. Giles, J.P. Houghton, J. Munro, A. 
Harwood, A. J. Little, J. Plant, G. Griffiths, C. J. Turner, W. Johnson, H. 
Taman, A. P.C. Percival, E. V. Powell, A. B. Matthews, “E. Fast, R. 
Bingley, A. Downs, W. Cockburn, H. Lucas, W. E. Scantlebury, T. Winter, 
Mr. W. H. Brougham, Hon. Member, &c., &e. Itwus decided to fish the 
Roach Autumn Sealed Handicap on the 31st inst., open to the Thames size of 
fish, to be eight inches extreme length. Hours of competition, 9 am. till 5 
_ p-m., weighing in at Society Rooms only, not later than 8 p-m., entries to 

close on Saturday, 27th; entrance fee 1s.each. Three handsome prizes haviog 

been pffered for competition on this occasion, following which Mr. Lucas has 
offered a coracle. now exhibited at the International Fisheries Exhibition, for 
competition at a future date, for one day’s fishing in the Thames, the size of fish 

to be as under, prize to-be for largest take :—dace 7, roach 8, barbel 18, pike 24, 

bream 18, perch'to, chub 12, carp-12, and tench 12 inches extreme length, The 

question of the proposed lock at Richmond was discussed at some length at the 
’ last meeting, and the general feeling cf the members on the su ggestion of a 
petition by Mr. Lucas being favourable, it was resolved to reconsider the same 
at the next meeting in favour thereof, but owing, however, to the indisposition 
of Mr. Lucas, this stands adjourned till Wednesday next. Meanwhile, I shall 
be glad to receive any suggestions from anglers which shall be laid before my 
society for consideration. The Richmond Piscatorials have again received the 
silver medal for their exhibits, this time, at the International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion, South Kensington, the former having been awarded at the Edinburgh 
Exhibition, and this will be a matter of great congratulation to the members of 
this so young a society of four years, to have obtained, during this period, two 
silver medals, at such exhibitions as London and Edinburgh.—Joun H, 
Gaunt, sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

At the meeting held on the 17th an amendment was made by Mr. Grant and 
seconded by Mr. Dodd, that all members go to Taplow on the 28th. The 
where to be decided on arriving at Queensdeep. Members are requested to 
note that the amendment was carried, and not the proposition. Prxiz. 

Oct, 18. ' 

- SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members fished at Addlestone on the 14th inst. for a series of four 
prizes, Mr. R. Breedon being fortunate in securing first honours, winning two 
prizes, Mr. ', Machin second, and Mr. T. Jones third. Mr, A. Manning also 
showed roach and bream, and Mr. O. Lloyd roach and perch.—W. S. Woop- 
HEAD, sec, 








STANLEY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

I forward you particulars of fish taken by members since last week. Mr. 
C. P. Wheatstone, five pike, 141b. 6 0z., two perch, 1 lb. 12 oz., nine roach, 
 41b. 23 0z., and three tench, 81b. 10} oz ; Mr. W. R. Humby, forty roach, 

1glb. 43 oz.; Mr. U. Pistrucci, four reach, rlb. 154 oz.; Mr. D. M. Humby, 

eighteen roach, 9 lb. 11}0z., heaviest 1 1b. 6 oz., dace 640z.; Mr, G. Walker, 
nineteen pike, 83 lb. 7 oz., heaviest fish 14 lb. 1 oz., 9 lb. 150z., 8 lb. t00z., 
two perch, 1 Ib. goz., one roach, 81 0z., and sixteen tench, weight 371b. 4 0z., 
two heaviest fish 4 Ib. 7 0z., 4 lb. 23 oz.; or a total of thirty-eight fish, weighing 

_ Tewt. oqr. tolb, 123 oz. There has been registered on our society’s books this 
week close upon 1} cwt, of fish. Members are reminded that next Wednesday, 
the 24th inst., is the date of the adjourned half-yearly general meeting, and as 
Many members as can make it convenient to attend are earnestly requested to 
do so.—G. E. W 





: THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual pike competition of this society is always regarded ag one ofrits 
anniversaries, and on that account the prizes offered are designated as “‘ The 
Shentonian Prizes,’’ in memory of the late treasurer, Mr. J. Shenton. This, 
therefore, wiil be the forty- seventh anniversary of the society, and it is gratify- 
ing to find, although venerable in age, it is in a most flourishing and healthy 


__ condition. There is no feebleness in its operations, or any want of strength in 


maintaining its position as foremost in the ranks of the angling clubs of London. 
Its work is carried on effectively and efficiently, and it has enrolled amongst its 
members some of the best anglers in the metropolis. Amongst the attendance on 
Monday evening at Ashley’s Hotel, Covent Garden, the day of the competition, 
there were many of the old members ready to bid welcome to the younger and 
more active ones, who had been to try their skill, not only with the idea of 
landing the fish, but to secure the prizes that were offered. Mr. H. B. Brown 
was the first to put in an appearance, with a brace of jack from Datchet, one 
_ weighing 5b. 154 oz., and the other 31b. roz. During the long interval 
before the arrival of any others, a chatty conversation took place, and Mr. 





THE FISHING GAZETTE, 


515 


Sachs related an account of a pike competition some years ago, when he met 
with a member who had left at home a jack ofabout 3 lb., thinking it not good 
enough to exhibit, and advised him to go back for it, 21b. then being the 
minimum weight. Acting upon this advice he did, and actually won the first 
prize. It should be mentioned that the Piscatorial Society has increased the 
Sizes of fish to be weighed in for prizes, and in regard to the present competi- 
tion, the size is 31b. and upwards, Someof the competitors on Monday last 
had taken nothing but fish undex that weight, and returned them to the river 
again. Ata little after nine o clock Mr. Thomas Gillatt was unanimously 
voted into the chair, when there were present Messrs. James Pattisson, H. B. 
Brown, G. Walker, R. 8, Fennings, C. P. Wheatstone, H. B. Eyre, T. R. 
Sachs, W. H. Brougham, H. Gray (librarian), and James Lauder (hon. sec.) 
After the minutes had been read, and pending the arrival of others, Mr. Lauder 
was occupied in getting names for the annual supperon Monday next—the old- 
established custom of tripe and onions—which takes place, as a rule, in the 
club room. At length Mr. E. Foreman arrived from Bray, bringing with him a 
brace of fish weighing 111b. 740z., the largest 61b. 7 0z. Then came Mr, 
Robinson with a jack of 41b., and four tench, weighing 8lb. These were all 
the fish shown, and Mr. E. Foreman was declared the winner of jithe first prize, 
and Mr. H. B. Brown that of the second prize, whose healths, as the suc- 
cessful competitors, were heartily drank by those present, the attendance 
having been increased as time advanced. Two new members were proposed 
for election, and one new member was elected. A cordial vote of thanks to 
Mr. Gillatt terminated a pleasant evening.—B, 
UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On the 14th several members were out, but met with very poor sport. Mr. 
Currans, roach; Mr. Windred, chub, from the Thames. On the 21st the 
members of the above society will fish a peg down match for three prizes in 
Abbey River at Chertsey, one rod only. First train leaves Waterloo at 8.45 
a.m.—W. TYLER. 

P.S.—I have much pleasure to report that the members of this small society 
on last meeting night subscribed 6s. to the Wheeldon Testimonial, which I have 
no doubt will be thankfully received. Every little is a help. 


WALTONIANS. 

On October fo Mr. Rushbrook weighed in a jack from the Harp, 31b. On 
October 14, Mr. Phillips had three pike, respectively rg Ib., 46 lb. I4 0z., and 
117 lb., aggregate just on 47 Ib. Few members were present to see them, but 
the two largest will be set up, Mr. Grace had also a show of splendid roach 
and dace, 8 1b. 9 oz. A few other takes not worthy of special mention.— 
A. J. Marriorr. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the r4th and 15th inst. Mr. Harris, C. Wright, and R. Bailey, had an 
outing, fishing with P. Harold in Kent. The two former gentlemen caught 
ten jack, the largest weighed 5 lb., gross weight 27 lb. t5 0z.; also a quantity 
of roach and perch, a good day’s work. On the 15th I took Mr. R. Bailey to 
the same place, but we were not so fortunate, only one jack of any consequence 
which weighed 31b. 5 oz., being caught. On the 16th inst. we were out again, 
and worse luck still was in store for us, so much so, that we did not get a single 
run, IJ attribute it to the tempestuous wind and heavy downpour on Monday 
night, and Tuesday morning, which discoloured the water too much for jack 
fishing. A nice quantity of roach and one perch were caught to make up for 
loss. A few days’ fine weather and the river will be all right again for pike 
fishing.—P. Haroxp. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeiing of the above society was held on Tuesday evening 
—Mr. Roberts being voted to the chair in the absence of Mr. Evans—when 
several more valuable additions were made to the prizes for the ensuing open 
competition, which takes place on the 28th inst. Members wishing to enter 
should give in their names by Tuesday next, on which day the entries will close. 
The secretary read out the fish that had been taken since the last meeting, there 
being nothing worthy of record with exception of Mr. Bayford, who has been 
very successful with the Colne roach, having lately had several} lb. each. A 
unanimous vote of thanks to the chairman closed a pleasant evening.—H. D. 








AN ELEVEN-POUND NEW ZEALAND TROUT. 


I AM sure many of my readers will be interested to learn that Mr. 8. 
Wilmot has now under his care, in the Canadian Section of the 
Exhibition (there being no New Zealand exhibit, Mr. Wilmot kindly 
took charge of it), an 11]b. New Zealand trout. This fish was sent 
to me by Mr. James Wilkie, a member of the Otago Acclimatisation 
Society. It was captured by an angler, and similar and even larger 
fish are often taken. It is nearly twenty years since the first shipment 
of trout eggs was sent out from England by Mr. James Youl, the ova 
being collected by Mr. Francis Francis from Mr. Alton’s Mill, at 
Alton-on-the-Wey, and from Mr. Thurlow’s Mill, at High Wycombe, 
Bucks, and by Mr. Frank Buckland, from Admiral Keppel’s preserves 
on the Itchen. : 

The rivers of New Zealand are now stocked with splendid trout, like 
the specimen I have receivedjfrom Mr. Wilkie—a circumstance which 
cannot but be considered as one of the greatest triumphs of fish 
culture. 

Dr. Francis Day has recently received from New Zealand two very 
fine trout on ice. He informs me they arrived in splendid condition, 
and are undoubtedly trout which, by good feeding, have grown from 
the ordinary size of S. farzo into S. ferow. I was glad to hear this, 
because I feel convinced that even the small trout of the rapid streams 
of Devonshire, Wales, Scotland, &c., will, in suitable water and with 
plenty of good food, grow to almost any size. R. B, MARSTON, 








Grorcr JAmrs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he hintwelt has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required from 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patronised b some 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices : 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—[Apvr.] 
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Chas. Farlow & Co., 
191, STRAND LONDON, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 
FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 
SUITABLE FOR ALL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 
IMPORTERS OF SILK-WORM GUT, 
‘Prize Medal. Trout Flies 2s. per dozen. 


CATALOGUES GRATIS. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 





GENERAL REMARKS. 


It will appear from the returns this week angling has been much under the 
average compared with previous weeks, and this is not to be wondered at. con- 
sidering the low and bright state of the water. It will require a very large 
rainfall, almost amounting to a flood, to get theriver in satisfactory condition. 
The river keepers have hada hard time of it lately in watching the rivers, 
and especially the tidal portion between Putney and Teddington, during the 
troublesome season, when white fish are in great demand. It is gratifying to 
find that the keepers in the employ of the Thames Conservancy have cordially 
un'ted with those of the T. A. P. S. in this matter, and they are all thoroughly 
satisfied no unlawful netting has taken place. The Chertsey Bridge Hotel has 
again changed hands, The late proprietor, Mr. G. H. Thurston, has been one of 
the most popular and prosperous of hosts, and his absence on the banks of Old 
Father Thames will be of general regret. ~ 


Richmond, 


The reports from this district are excessively vague, and with the exception of 
Henry Wheeler’s takes of 64 1b. of roach in four days, there are no details of 
fishing from C. Brown, E. Brown, J. Brain, H. Mansell, and H. Howard, 
beyond the fact that they have had ‘‘ very good takes of roach and dace duizing 
the week.”’ 

Twickenham. 

The returns from this portion of the tideway are more in detail. J. Dobbin 
in five days forty-six dozen of roach and dace. Pert Hammerton, in four days, 
thirty-five and a half dozen; J. Spong, in three days, fourteen dozen, another 
day, Mr. Jones, presumably ‘‘ the only Jones,’? and Mr. Bond, or as was 
facetiously remarked ‘* Jones in Bond,’’? however, they managed to land 
seventeen and a half dozen of fish. Another day with Mr. Wagstaff and 
friend, eleven dozen, and another day ten dozen. C. Hennessey, in three days, 
sixteen dozen; George Coxon, one day, 7 1b. of roach; another day, eight 
dozen of dace ; another day with Mr. Wilson, 19 lb. of roach; another day, six 
dozen of roach and cace and one barbel, and another day, three dozen of good 
roach. J. Dunn, in six days, forty-five and half dozen of roach anddace. Mr. 
C. Miles, in four days, twenty-three dozen of dace; Samuel Cole, in one day, 
30 |b. of roach and dace and one barbel, and in two other days, 18 lb. ; Edward 
Finch, during the week, 50 1b. of dace and afew roach; Mr. Nicholls, in one day, 
seven dozen of dace ; Kdward Wright, one jack and two chub; Henry Chamber- 
Jain, one day with Mr. Wright, of Dalston, 26 lb. of good roach ; in two part- 
days with Mr, Beard, six dozen of dace, and another day, in two hous with 
Mr. Coleman, three dozen of dace. 


Teddington, 

The account from this station is ‘‘ There is notning worth reporting.’? In 
by-gone days when the river being less pure and the fish got up as far as_they 
could, it was no uncommon circumstance to get from fourteen to sixteen dozen 
of rcach and dace, and as the river becomes more pure, the fish will work less 
to the head of tide and keep below the lock. 


Kingston, 
The angling here has been very slack, and the only items aré John Johnson, 
sen , in two days, twelve dozen of roach and dace and four barbel ; John John- 
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son, jun., in four days, nine dozen of roach and dace, seven barbel and a brace 
of jack weighing 4 lb. 
East Moulsey. 

The only return from this district is C. Stone, in one day, four dozen of roach 
and a bream of 5 lb, and at Hampton, Langshaw, in two days, eight dozen 
of roach and dace. 

Sunbury. 

Messrs. T. and A: Stroud have taken in four days thirty dozen of roach and 
dace, two barbel, and a jack of 8 lb., and Messrs. E. Clarke and Sons, in six 
days, twenty dozen of roach and dace and fourteen dozen of gudgeon. 


Walton. . 

John Hone, in two days, seven dozen of roach and dace and four bream. 
George Hone, one day with Mr. {Mackrill, thirteen perch and two bream ; 
another day in three hours, three bream, and other day, a bream of 21b , achub 
of 2 Ib.,and a few roach. G. Hone, in two hours, two dozen of roach and dace 
R. Walford, in three days, eight dozen of roach and ace and six bream. 

The fishing here this last week has not been very brisk. J. Hone, two days, 
eight dozen roach and dace and sixbream! Walford, one day, five dozen 
roach and dace; G. Hous, sen., one day, six dozen roach and dace ; G. Hone, 
jun., two days, sever dozen roich and dace and six bream.—S. ROSEWESLL. 


Shepperton, 

David Hackett, in three days, ten barbel, a bream of § lb. and five dozen of 
roach and dace ; J. Smeath, in the same time, twenty dozen of roach and 
dace; F. Purdue, in two days, five dozen of roach and dace and a jack of 4 1b.; 
W. Howse, in one day, two jack, the largest 8 Ib. and two and half dozen of 
roach and dace. ; 

The weather being so stormy and the wind so rough, therehas not been much 
chance of fishing. ‘Three days’ fishing, four bream, one barbel, two chub, 
three perch, four dozen of roach, several pounds each, legering. J. Haslett, 
junior, one day one barbel, some fine roach, legering ; two hours’ fishing, Mr. 
Roake, one barbel, five roach, legering; one hour yesterday, one chub ; 
two pounds. Ifthe wind would only keep quiet, we should be all right. 
—JAMES HASLETT. 

F. Purdue, fishing with a gentleman on Tuesday, caught two jack, weighing 
10 lb., the largest weighing 61b. H. Purdue, in one day, four dozen of roach. 
The water in good condition for jack and roach. The water is still rising from 
the rains, and is likely to remain so for some few days to come.—F. K. 
PURDUE. 





Weybridge. 

Mr. Hepburn and Mr. Burrows in one day, five jack, the largest 4 1b, ani 
Mr. Peters, one brace of jack. 

Chertsey, 

J. Poulter, in one day, three bream and six dozen ef roach and dace, and 
in re other days, five bream, six dozen of roach and dace, and one brace of 
perch. 

Staines, 

C. Hone in four days, one jack of 5Ib ,25 1b. of barbel and chub ; Samuel Scott, 
in one day, a brace of jack weighing 61b. J. Keene, one day, 22 Ib: of roach, 
and in two other days with Mr. C. Banfield, four dozen of roach and four 
chub; John Keene, jun., in one day seven god chub, 





UPPER THAMES, 


The river, despite the stormy weather and the ever-increasing downpours of 
rain, is in excellent all-round trim for any kind of seasonable fishing. At 
Maidenhead and Cookham rare hauls of roach have been had, one take at the 
latter place going, I hear, 40 lb. for two rods. At Marlow, on Wednesday, a 
London team contested for jack, the prize being obtained with a fish of 8} Ib., 
taken by a patron of Coster, the runner-up being the employer of Bob Shaw. 
Barnes, of Marlow, bas been having some marvellous takes of roach, but the 
items I must reserve until next note. At Hurley a celebrated wielder of the 
brush has made a rod for his back by unfortunately catching a small trout and — 
placing the same openly in his punt well, I think, however, the noticer of @ 
this crime would have done wisely to have let well alone. 

Thursday, 6 o’clock, p.m.—River all right so far for next week’s angling. 
Roach, dace, and jack well on.—MAELow Buzz. 


Datchet- 


The water is in fine condition for bottom fishing. The roach have been biting 
all the week, but the weather being so mi'!d the small ones only come to grief. 
The wind has been so boisterous all the week that it has made things uncom- 
fortable. With a gentleman on Monday afterncon, three jack, largest between 
7 and 8 lb, and two about 3 1b., with artificial bait. The water is rather too ~ 
thick for jack —G. LUMSDEN. 


+ 


a Knee 


Wraysbury. 

Water in splendid condition for all-round fishing ; the rains have made the — 

water that nice smoky colour which is generally a good omen for sport. Fish 

with gentles, bread, or worm, well on the dottom ani onthe outside of eddies — 

where the stream meets. The fish are now beginning to hug the deep holes, 
feeding just on the outside as thefood floats by.—RoACH. 


Goring, 
Water now very thick. Prospects for the next few days look very bad. The 


water has been very good this last week. Perch have been taking very fairly. 4 
If it keeps fine there may besome very good roach fishing by the end of the 
a 





week. My best about five dozen of very good perch, fisting with Mr, Hue. 
231, Camden Road, Holloway, London.—JoHN RusH. > 


: 
Ancholme District. . 
The heavy rains which have fallen at intervals duriny the past week have 
caused a continuance of the highly discoloured state of the water ; as a conse- — 
quence but few anglers have been out, and the sport has been indifferent. This ey 
river is a very poor one when the water is so thick; my advice to intending — 4 
visitors is, therefore, Keep away until we have finer weather and a better water. — 
Some good pike have been showing themselves here and there, and when the et 
floods have subsided, and the water is clear again, some good sport is awaiting 
such as like autumral and winter fishing. At present the falling leaves are a — 
continual nuisance.x—THOMAS Forn, Caistor. 
3° 


. 
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Chichester. 

The weather at present is decidedly against angling in this locality. At 
Selham, the water is quite out of condition. On Wednesday, the river banks 
being flooded early in the week, four pike were taken lower down ; the weight 
I cannot vouch for : it was stated at sixty pounds— more probably, sixteen. One 
large fish broke away. This Friday morning rain falling fast.—J. J. 


Colne. 
This river is in first-rate condition—nice height, good colour, and full of fish. 


- What more can one wish for? 


P.S.—Beds are scarce in this neighbourhood, so I would advise intending 
visitors to order in good time—either the Green Man or the George are anglers’ 
houses.—ROACH. 


- Derwent (Chatsworth). 


During the week we have been treated with some very cold winds and 
several heavy storms, which have interfered with angling operations in this 
district. A few of our rodsters lave been out, but they found the wa ter much 
too high for any good to be done with the fly. Bottom fishers have killed a 
few fish with both maggots and wasp grub for baits. The river is running 
down nicely, and ought to be in fair condition for fly-fishing at the beginning 
of next week, -WHBEATSHEAF HOTEL. 


Dove. 

The heavy showers of rain, accompanied by boisterous winds, have greatly 
interfered with angling operations this week. The change in the weather set 
in last Monday, and to-day (Thursday) the river is running bankful and very 
much discoloured. Previous to.Monday fishing had been pursued with good 
success. Grayling, chub, roach, dace, and perch took the cockspur worm 
freely, though no particularly heavy individual simples are reported. The 
killing flies just now are the sky-blue bumble and the water dun, while the 
hairy Devon should achieve the greatest execution amongst pike, A few barbel 
were taken on Saturday with the lob worm.—Tug SPLODGER, 


Eden (Armathwaite)- 

Since last week little has been done in salmon fishing. George Ferguson has 
caught four with the fly; Tom Bird, one. The water abounds with fish, but 
the river is again in flood ; if clear to Monday, good sport may_ be expected. 
You ask tor names of gentlemen who do not take your paper. I will furnish 
you with the names of some next week.—SKIDDAw. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


At the date of my last report everything looked favourable for salmon fishing. 
The water was in good order on Friday, but the day being cloudless, without 
_a bieath of wind, not a fish would stir, though some hundreds must have been 
fished over. Saturday was ‘‘a day made to order’? for salmon fishing, and a 
good many came to grass. Mr. Hodgson, of Newby Grange, killed a couple 

.10 ]b, and 12 1b. ; Major Hiley, cne, 22 lb.; Mr. Cotteroll, three, rolb., 201b., 
and 221b. Mr. J. Slater was out in the afternoon and had a good tussle with 
a 30-pounder for about half-an-hour, and Inspector Nicholson, of the Water 

_Bailiffs, who came up at the time, was actually lying down to reach him with 
the gaff, when the fish made another rush and the hook came away. Such is 
salmon-fishirg. Sunday was a soaking day, Tuesday ditto, and the river has 
been in high flood ever since. If we have no more rain it will ‘‘ fash” on 
Monday. The barometer is rising rather briskly.—Sitvur Grey. 


Exe (Exeter), 
Several nice roach and dace have been taken at Counter’s Wear, chiefly with 
gentles, and also some nice perch and eels in the Canal last week. But owing 
to the heavy rains this week, very little, if anything has been done, and 
anglers are having a rest. Still, if they have an eye for Nature’s gifts, a ramble 


- through the woods and vales hereabouts, will display the beauties of Devonia’s 


autumnal tinge to perfection. I fear for some days, owing to the flooded state 
of the rivers, but little sport will be procured.—J. A. KgLugy. 


Fen Drains (Boston), 


Water is coming down the drains again in abundance. From Sunday’s 
showers, which were at times very heavy, the waters rose until by Tuesday 
nearly all were unfit, but prior to that they were in excellent colour and height. 
Not many visitors came down, and on the whole the sport has been confined to 
the local division. On the Bargate drain some rare sport was gained among 
roach, and among the leading takes those of Mr. Blackburn and Mr. Hard may 
be mentioned. Perch were rather freely caught at Seake on the Hobhole, whilst 
pike were taken at Chervy Comer and otherparts. Mr. Short had one scaling 
6 lb. On the South Forty foot, there were many good takes of perch. Near old 
Hubbert’s Bridge an angler reported a bag of about 30 Ib. Several pike were 
taken from the same water, but it like the rest is now unfishable. Some anglers 
during the week have been having some rare fun among the flat fish—dabs as 
they are locally called. Shrimps have been found the most killing bait for these 
fish.— Y. B. 

Ilfracombe, 


Sea fisLing.—On Friday and Saturday last there was a quantity of conger 
caught off Mcrt Stone. ‘Several boating parties were down there fishing, and 
their average catches were from 150 to 1601b. per boat. G. Rudd, fisherman, 
caught last week 500 weight of conger. There have been no boats out fishing 
since Monday, the wind and sea being too much for them to venture outside 
the harbour. The sport from the jetty has been very good this week for whiting, 
pout, ling, and conger, several ling caught weighing from 15 to 16 lb. each. 
Weather at present very squally.—E. CoMER. 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


The weather in firat -class order; the roach arenot coming at it as I would 
like. There haveteen some very nice jack taken since my last report ; two 
fish taken by Mr. Trimer, one fish 6 Ib. and one 5 Ib.; some very nice dace and 
perch have been taken with the worm and paternostering with the minnow. 
‘The water is first-class for all-round fishing. I hope there will be some 
steps taken to prevent all spinning from the barges on the Lea.—PENCIL. 

Leicester. 


Since my last report the weather has been of a most variable description, 
heavy storms accompanied by strong winds have had the effect of partly stop- 
ping angling operations, although in the sheltered spots fish were biting fairly 
well, and from one hole I saw about 6 Ib. of roach that had been taken, . As 
may be expected, there have been plenty pike fishermen at work, but not with 
very grand results; the best that 1 could hear of being a brace weighing 11 lb. 
taken at Aylestone, in the Leicester Angling Society’s waters. Some smaller 
ones were had, but were only sizeable fish, There haye been but few anglers 


\ 


. quality of the fish caught. 


visiting the out-of-town resorts lately, as at many places the meadows have 
been flooded and it was not possible to fish. The weather on Thursday was 
cold, and a strong wind prevailed. The waters will soon be down should 
the weather continue fine.—ALERT. 


Lochinver (Sutherland). 

The fishing on beth the Kirkaig and Inver rivers is now closei for the season, 
which has been throughout very satisfactory both as regards the number and 
Since the latter end of May the fishing returns are 
as follows :—Salmon, 174, weighing 1,458 lb., the heaviest fish caught weigh ed 
22lb, Mr. H. H. Almond, Lorette, Musselburgh, between the latter part of 
July and the end of September had forty fish weighing 369 1b., his largest take 
in one day being seven, weighing 60 1b. Mr. R, F. Miles, Old Rank, Bristol, 
for one month’s fishing, from September 12 till October 12, had thirty-nine, 
weighing 230 lb., the heaviest takein one day being six, weighing 611b. Of 
trout 1,148 lb. were got, not including the smaller baskets nor sea trout—of 
these eighty-four were got, average weight 44 1b. A number of Salmo ferox 
were also secured, and one or two char. Sea fishing was followed with unyary- 
ing success. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Tn this district during the present week fishing has been entirely abandoned, 
and without a great alteration the rod and line will not be in requisition for 
some time, the heavy rains at the early part of the week filling all the streams 
to overflowing. At the latter end of last week capital hauls of fish were had 
with ‘‘cleaching”’ nets. Large quantities of grayling were caught at Hardis- 

land, in fact there never was more fish caught ‘‘ cleaching ’’ than has been this 
season. The fish, when placed in scales, weigh on the average 4 1b. tor lb. 
each. Down the Lugg at Moreton they have been very successful with the net, 
10 lb. to 15 lb. of fish have been taken at one haul with one net. In the Ken- 
water a gentleman caught with the net 9 lb. of splendid grayling last Friday. 
The same gentleman visited the Pinsley with his net, and there caught a very 
Jarge quantity of trout and grayling. The grayling he deposited in his basket, 
but the trout he carefully returned to their native element in the Pinsley, to be 
sport for the angler some future day. There were some good fish caught at 
Ivington on Friday with the worm. Some nice ‘‘ shot” grayling were landed 
with the worm up the Kenwater on Saturday. A number of pike have been 
seen in water near the Leominster and Bromyard Railway.—GWyNNE. 


es Medway (Tonbridge): 

The heavy rains have s> muddied the river that fishing is out of the question 
for afew days. Several jack were taken in the early part of the week, the best 
are falling to the rod of Mr. T. Elliott, of Tunbridge Wells. It was taken on 
the upper waters, and scaled 103 lb.— YE Mepway WATER Rat. 


Oulton Broad (Lowestoft). 


Up to within the last three days pike, although here in abundance, have not 
been on the feed ; now, however, several runs have been had, and in two cases 
very large fish have been hooked, but they broke away. Perch are plentiful, 
and in casting for bait on the 15thI too’ thirty-nine perch of about five inches 
in one cast, and not another fish ; moving off in another direction I took, at one 
cast, sixty beautiful dace and oxe roach only, all spleadid large ; pike bait. 
Roach are now on the feed, and my experience is that we do not fish on 
late enough for them here. The prospect for pike fishing is excellent.—G 
MASON. 

Ouse and Ivel (Blunham), 


Water in first-rate order. Anglers just returned with very good sport. 
Pike weighing over 161b.—F. EK, 


Ouse (Littleport). 

Roach-fishing has been rather more uncertain than last week; still, the 
following veport will show that there has been no lack of sport, though the 
fish have not run quite so large as a rule. Oct. roth, Mr. W. Thurston, 
Cambridge, 11 1b. roach, largest 1 1b. }.0z.; Mr. C. Sell, Hammersmith, 8 lb. 
in two hours. Oct. 11th, Mr. C. Sell, Hammersmith, 12 lb. roach; Messrs. 
F. and J. Burman, London, 7 1b. in two hours. Oct. 12th, Mr. C. Sell, 
Hammersmith, 17]b. roach ; Messrs. F. and J. Burman, London, 2r lb. roach ; 
Oct. 13th, Mr. C. Sell, Hammersmith, 163 lb. roach; Messrs. I’. and J. 
Burman, London, 22}1b. roach. Oct. 15th, roach off the feed a bit. Still, 
the following takes were had in from five to two hours.—Mr J. George, 
Cambridge, 9 1b. roach, largest 1lb.; Mr. T. Shallow, Cambridge, 7 1b. in four 
hours ; Mr. W. Purchase, secretary Cambridge and Ely Angling Society, 8 1b. 
roach in 2} hours; Mr. R. Hills, Cambridge, 7 1b. in same time. These last 
two lots were very fine fish. Several other anglers were out, and all did 
something. Oct. 16th, Mr. F. Ibbotson, Cambridge, 9} 1b. roach; Mr. W. L. 
Agger, Cambridge, 15 lb. roach ; Mr. W. Brewster, Cambridge, 14} 1b. roach; 
Mr. W. Darkins, 61b. roach; Mr. J. George, Cambridge, 141b. roach. All 
these last five takes were very fine fish, as they always are in a rather thick 
water. Oct. 16th, Mr. W. Thurston, Cambridge, 111b. roach in four hours ; 
Master Miller, Cambridge, a promising young rvach angler, 18 1b. roach in 
21 hours; Messrs. A. Pace and J. Rae, Newmarket, 16 1b. roach.—CHARLIE 
SouTH. 

Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Rain and wind has been the order of the last week, consequently the river 
is now ina state of flood, and to-day continues to rise. The weather, too, is 
much against anglers, being quite winterly. Dace and other rough fish are in 
splendid condition now. A couple of friends of mine, while out fishing near 
Montford Bridge one day last week, caught about a dozen beautiful dace in the 
best condition I have seen. This year, with the river in yood order, there 
would be plenty of good fishing, as there are a great number of fish in the river. 
It is reported that a water-spout was seen in the Severn at Awre. <A dark 
substance was observed in the water, which was thought to be a large fish, but 
presently rose and shot up to the height of twenty yards, and was then carried 
in an oblique form by the wind, which was blowing strong at the-time, for the 
distance of a mile up the river, when the mass appeared to descend and col- 
lapsed,—SEVERN SALMON. 


Teme (Ludlow). 


The heavy rains on the 14th and 15th have had the effect of filling the Teme 
and allits tributaries. The water passing over the weirs at Ludlow particularly 
near Ludford Bridge, can be heard from a long way ; an immense body of 
water is rolling down the river. Should we have another night or two like the 
14th or 15th the stream will overflow its banks. The weather has been most 
unpropitious for anglers since Saturday, and fishing of any kind is completely 
out of the question until the waters resume their normal state, which seems 
very unlikely at present for ‘‘ the rain it raineth every day,”’ and night too. On 
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going up the Ony yesterday we found it full of dark brown coloured water, 
steadily descending to the Teme.* The Corve we found full, and the water 
highly coloured with a red clayish appearance. On Saturday some grayling 
were caught up the Clun waters with the red worm and maggot. Some 
greyling weighing 1 lb. a brace were caught in the Corve on Friday and 
Saturday up by Felton way. Few fish have been caughtin the Teme. Salmon 
continue to ascend from the Severn in large numbers, Waters toxday continue 
very high. Weather uncertain. Wind cold from the west.—§. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

All around Tenbury the water has risen very much, and the streams are again 
in a muddy state from the heavy rains that descended in torrents on the nights 
of the rqth and 15th, and damping even the spirits of anglers. During the end 
of the past week some execution was done amongst the finny tribe here. Near 
the Teme Bridge on Friday a gentleman landed with the ‘‘ Willow,’’ and 
*« green insect ’’ flies, some very nice greyling. On the following day he again 
visited the water, this time above the bridge, and though he exercised con- 
siderable patience, had very poor sport, killing only a few grayling with the 
fly. Some rough fish were landed above the bridge on Monday, with the red 
worm. The Kyre is muddy and high, and nothing has been done in the 
streams on the Rea. The Letwyche water was visited on Saturday afternoon 
by a gentleman who was very fortunate with the maggot. He had got a well- 
filled basket of grayling caught during the afternoon with the maggot. Some 
of the first appeared to be from 8 to 10 oz. each. The water of the Teme rose 
rapidly on Monday night, and on Tuesday morning all rod and line fishing had 
come to a termination for the present. It is evident, from the height of the 
river, that heavy and continual rains must have fallen"up the country. When 
the waters fall the red worm and maggot will be the best bait for anglers to 
use, and grayling at present will be shy even at these baits. There is no pros- 
pect to-day of the water altering much, the weather keeping windy and stormy 
from the west.—W ORCESTER. 


(Trent (Newark). 

Heavy and long continued rain storms have caused the Trent to be bank full 
and very much discoloured. The water seems to me to be rising rapidly at the 
moment of sending off this report ; and according to present prospects I think 
we are in for a serious flood, so that angling, as far as the river is concerned, will 
be at a standstill for a few days. 
was in fairish condition, and a few very nice dishes of various fish were taken, 
gentles and worms being the most successful baits. One anglér had a few very 
nice chub, taken with scratchings ; and I heard of a few fair jack being had, 
both spinning and livebaiting. I got in one day fifteen nice roach with gentles, 
and tried the other day for chub, but water was coming on, so it was a blank. 


—THE TRENT-OTTER, 
Trent (Nottingham). 


The river on Thursday was running at a very great height, and was out of 
condition for all sorts of angling. The water began to rise on Tuesday and it 
was still coming on when this report was despatched. Heavy rains have been 
encountered and sport generally has been of the tamest possible condition. Mr. 
J. Stanley, Taxidermist, of Trent Street, informs me that he has received for 
preservation from the Duke of Portland, a remarkably fine perch of 4 Ib., and 
that also he has been commissioned to set up two extraordinary grayling. These 
fish, just now, are in the pink of condition, but unfortunately for Trent rodsters, 
they are now very rarely met with. Years ago they were plentiful, but sewage 
contaminations seem to have driven them into purer streams. Incidentally I 
learn of some hundreds of trout having been poisoned by some sulphur works 
on the Erewash, which flows into the Trent near the Trent Stetion.—Tux- 
MAN-AT-THE CLUBS. 

Tweed and Teviot- 


Since our last notice of the salmon rod fishing on the Tweed and Teyiot, 
fair sport has been obtained, and some excellent takes were got during the 
latter end of last week. The following are the reported captures :—October 
gth, on the upper Cornhill water, Colonel’ Biden killed a grilse of 9 lb. 
October 1oth, on the Mertoun water, the Hon, H. Brougham had six fish ; 
while on the Rutherford'water, Colonel Vivian and Mr. Ackwright had capital 
sport, killing six fish. Mr. Mc Donald had one on the Cornhill water, Mr. 
Bedder, Q.C., on the Sprouston wa ter had one, and H. Boswell had also one. 
October 11th, on the upper Corhill water, Colonel Biden had one grilse of 
glb. October 12th, on Birgham Dub, Mr. Denison had a couple, 14 1b. 
and 21 lb. respectively. On the upper Cornhill water, Colonel Biden had an 
excellent salmon of 221b. October 13th, on the upper Hendersyde water, 
Mr. Thomas Pringle, Kelso, had one, and on Hendersyde water, Captain 
Bridges killed two ; on the under Hendersyde, Mr. James Wright, Sprouston, 
got three fish. On the upper Sprouston water, Mr. Bidder, Q C., killed one 
salmon, and on the Dub, Mr. J. Bayliss, Westgate House, Kingston-on- 
Thames, London, killed five salmon, which weighed respectively 25, 23, 10, 
9, and 71b. Mr. James Brunlees, C.E., London, on the same water, had one 
of 17 1b. On the Teviot, Mr. Guthrie, Kelso, caught a very nicesalmon. On 
the Floors underwater,J/His Grace the Duke of Roxburghe had excellent 
sport, killing half-a-dozen salmon, the heaviest of which weighed 29 1b. On 
the 14th inst. rain fell very heavily, and, as a consequence, both rivers came 
down on Monday, the gauge at Kelso Bridge registering fully four feet of flood 
water ; and more rain having fallen on that day, the Tweed, yesterday, was 
flooded to the extent of four and a haif feet.” The Teviot, which had not 
been rising so full as the Tweed, was in heavy flood on ‘Wednesday, and to-day 
both rivers came down in flood again to the extent of fully four feet. The 
rivers are not yet in angling condition, but excellent sport is anticipated when 
the streams subside and become calm, as large numbers of fish have ascended. 
Melrose District.—The Tweed having become small in this district last week, 
salmon angling has been attended with diminished success. On the Pavilion 
water sport was comparatively poor, On Monday Major Dillon caught three 
salmon on the lower water; and on Tuesday General Henry one. On Friday, 
Captain Erskine killed one fish on the upper water, and General Henry had two 
on the lower water, and three on the saine cast on Saturday. Weather to- 
day (Thurscay) boisterous, with rain, and the wind westerly,—MAx- 
WHEEL. 
Waveney (Beccles). 


The water is now a nice colour, consequently in good condition for all kinds 
of fishing. Several nice takes of perch have been secured, and some fairly 
good jack. Mr. J. Rouse, two days out fishing, viz., Thursday, October 11, 
in two hours, a nice basket of fortysseven perch, weighing 20 lb., twenty of them 
scaling fully 4 lb. each, all captured between the bridge and the locks ; and on 
Saturday, 17th, perch weighing 7 lb.) Messrs. Steele and Beans, out on 
Saturday, two jack, one between 4 and 51b. On the 14th inst., Mr. Mark 
Mills a jack of 6 lb, ; J. Mills, one jack. 4 1b. I have heard of nothing of any 


During the latter part of last week the water. 
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importance done amongst the roach, but good sport should now be obtained: 
they are now working from the shallower water into the deeps, where they will 
now be found. If any of your angling readers are desirous of having any pike 
fishing I shall be pleased to furnish them with the name of a good fisherma 
Wind, S.W.; very boisterous, but generally fine.—A WaAvENEY ANGLER, 


Witham. 


Storms of rain and wind have prevailed through the Fen country as well a 
on the Welds, and pouring down from the latter in the ominous ‘ white 
water which knocks angling out of the question. Up to the rains of Sunday 
and Monday the Witham was in prime condition, but the number of patrons 
the river had was small in the extreme. Somehow anglers are slow to take — 
advantage of these seasons of quiet in the usually stormy season, We had a 
gentleman down from London at Kirkstead, and on those occasions he tried : 
spinning for some two hours at a stretch, and was rewarded by nine pike 
running up to 9 lb. or about, and several perch upwards of 21b. Some very 
good pike were taken about Southery on Friday and Saturday. A Mr. Hughes 
got one of 75 1b., and several were captured running from 3 Ib. to 6 lb. each, 
Higher up the river—the exact locality my correspondent is desired not to 
name—Mr, Gilmour and friend got the fish of the season so far, a pike of 
16 1b, It is a very fine fish and gave excellent sport. From other localities, 
there is little stirring. Several pike have been drawn from the Slea, and there _ 
have been many nice perch from the district of Savory’s. Even with fine 
weather, which is doubtful, the r ver will not be fit before Saturday, if then,— 
Yu Yettow Brtry. : 

Wye and Derwent. Ct 

Both on October 12th and 13th, also on the 15th, good baskets of geayling 
were killed on those rivers with both fly and bottom fishing. The bottom 
fishers killed the most fish with maggots for baits. Several pike have been 
killed in different parts of the Derwent during the latter end of last week, — 
with small dace trolling. Since Monday night a very great quantity of heavy 
rain has fallen all over Derbyshire, which has caused both rivers to have floods 
on them. Next week ought to bea first-class one for bottom fishing on the — 
Derwent. Weather fine; high winds fearfully rough and boisterous from the 
S.W.—GEORGE JAMES EAtTon. ; 


~~ 








DO BLACK BASS SULK? 
(Dr, JAMES A. HENSHALL in the American Angler.) 


AMERICAN sportsmen frequently adopt and misuse many technical 
terms from British authors on angling and shooting. The question 
forming the title of this article is one of the many instances of this 
kind. ‘Sulking is peculiar to the salmon, and is a term never ap- 
plied by British anglers to any other fish. That salmon ‘sulk ” we 
have abundant evidence from both English and American writers. 

The first dash a black bass makes after feeling the steel is towards § 
his lair or other hiding place; failing in this, his next move is to tear 
himself loose by constant motion and main strength, or by breaking 
water and violently shaking his head to endeavour to dislodge the 
hook in this manner. He will always, if possible, take refuge under 
arock or snag at the bottom, or go to the weeds, and will surely suc- — 
ceed should the angler lack skill, or his tackle be. insufficient to pre- 
vent it; and once wedged beneath a rock, log, or other obstruction, 
or settled among weeds, he will rub out the hook or part the line with- | 
out much trouble ; and this by some anglers is erroneously called 
“sulking.”’ But that the black bass ever sulks in the. manner 
ascribed to the salmon, by settling sullenly on the bottom, I positively 
deny. 4 é 

1 do not say this unadvisedly, but after an experience of thirty 
years in angling for the black bass of both species, with fly and bait, 
in all kinds of waters, both fresh and brackish, in nearly every State 
in the Union, and ofall weights, from 41b.to14 1b. In the clear, 
crystal waters of the north-west, when, at times, every motion ofa 
fish can be plainly discerned, though 20 feet below the surface, I 
have, times without number, watched their manceuvres with the bait 
and hook, but never did I observe a disposition to sulk. Ifa hiding 
place could not be found they would keep in constant motion, even 
with a tightly held line, until so exhausted as to float helplessly on 
the surface. This is one reason for my assertion that “ inch for inch, 
or pound for pound, the black bass is the gamest fish that swims.” 
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Trent FisHERY CAse.—Arthur Grimes and Frederick Bannister were 
summoned on the complaint of the Trent Fishery Board of Conservators for 
angling for salmon in the Trent, at Willington, without a license, on the 17th 
Sept.—Mr. Eddowes appeared for the prosecution; Mr. Briggs defended 
Bannister.—The case had been adjourned from the previous Friday, in conse- 
quence of the inability of the Bench to agree to a decision. Colonel Mosley, 
however, had not heard the case, and was, therefore, in a position to give a 
casting vote, in the event of a fresh division of opinion.—T his was a prosecution 
instituted by the Trent Fishery Board of Conservators, under the provisions of — 
the Salmon Fishery Acts of 1865 and 1873, The Salmon Fishery Act of 1865 
provides that a person fishing for salmon, with a rodand line, withouta license, 
shall be liable to a penalty of not less than double the amount of the value of 
the license, and not exceeding £5. The case for the prosecution was that the 
defendants were by the side of the Trent at Willington on the 17th September 
last, using a certain kind of tackle which was used for the purpose of catching 
salmon. ‘They were in company with another person, who had taken out a 
salmon license, and two fine salmon were lying on the bank by their side.—The 
defence set up was that the defendants were fishing for barbel, the reply to 
this, on the part of the prosecution, being that the parties were fishing in a 
well-known salmon hole, and that barbel were not to be found where salmon 
abounded, because salmon drove them out.—The Bench, after hearing the 
evidence on both sides, which was of a very contradictcry character, said the 
question for them to consider was whether the evidence was sufficient to justify 
them in coming to the conclusion that the defendants were there for the pure 
pose of taking salmon. ‘They retired to consider their decision, and on their 
return into Court, announced they were satisfied that the defendants were fish« 
ing for salmon, and that they had no license, Defendants would be fined ros. 
and costs—31s, 6d. each. 


; 
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2 





ee 


-light tackle is not so necessary. 


Ocr, 20, 1843] 





SOME WRINKLES FROM ABROAD, 
By R. B. MArsTon. 


DuRING the past summer I had the pleasure of receiving visits from 
some of the Foreign Commissioners and other gentlemen who had 
been attracted to London by our great International Fisheries Ex- 
hibition. The adventures some of these gentlemen went through in 
finding their way to my house (which is not ten minutes’ walk from two 
railway stations) would make an interesting volume. Not that it is 
much to be wondered at that foreigners lose their way in this country, 
where the railway porters take a long breath and cry out the names 
of all the stations on the line in one unbroken howl, and where all the 
places seem to belong to some tea or mustard firm. Many very 
pleasant piscatorial and piscicultural chats did I enjoy with these 
gentlemen, learning many wrinkles and, I hope, imparting some, 
“F,R.C.S.,” in his interesting notes on ‘ Trout-fishing,” refers 
to the difficulty I have often alluded to in this paper of getting a line 
out against the wind with a whippy rod. Mr. Reuben Wood spent 
an afternoon with me on purpose to show what a split-cane rod can 
do in his hands, and among other things he taught me how to make 
a 602. limber split-cane rod send a line right into the teeth ofa 
strong breeze. We wete casting from a punt (in the hope of getting 
one of my black bass to rise), and I confess I was astonished to see 
how Mr. Wood could send the fly nearly twenty yards against the 
wind, ‘Incasting against the wind, and I would just as soon cast 
against it as with it,” he said, ‘‘ you must lift your line from the 
water so that it extends behind ycu at about an angle of 45 degrees, 
and then bring your rod down sharply right oa to the water, and 
straight against the wind; this makes the line cut through it, and 
extend out straight on to the water. The secret is to ‘keep the line 
well up behind, and then continue the forward impetus sharply until 
the top touches, or nearly touches, the water.” After watching Mr. 
Wood some time I had a try, and found that by following his direc- 
tions I soon got into the way of making this most useful cast. I 
question whether an ordinary hardwood rod would stand the sharp 
stroke required, nor would a long cast be possible with a very light 
line, but in a breeze there is always a good ripple on the water, and 
I have often, when fishing up- 
stream against a strong wind, found it almost impossible, even with 
a stiff rod, to get much line out, and even then the light gut cast often 
blows back over the reel line before touching the water, and I con- 
sider Mr. Wood’s wrinkle a very good one. He also-showed me the 
automatic reel in use, and in his hands it certainly acts perfectly. 
Some English anglrs suppose that the fish is struck by releasing 
the spring, but this is not the case; an inevitable smash-up would 
result. Line is pulled offas required, and the cast is made, the fish 
is struck in the usual way, and then the spring is released, and 
allowed to wind in line when slack. If the fish makes a rush he 
simply pulls line off the reel, which is continually pulling against 
him, so that the most lively fish cannot get an inch of slackline. By 
giving the butt the power of the spring is lessened by the greater 
amount of friction, and by lowering the point towards the water the 
friction is taken off, and the spring winds up more quickly. Mr. 
Wood tells me he was prejudiced against this winch at first; but a 
practical trial on trout and black bass convinced him ofits value, and 
now he never uses anything else. As this automatic winch is being 
introduced into this country by Messrs. Allcock and Co., of Redditch, 
these few lines about it may be useful to some of my readers, 
Another wrinkle Mr. Wood. gave me was that in bass-fishing a cast 
of three or four large gaudy flies should be used. . The flies should 
be allowed to sink an inch or two under water, and made to sweep 
round slowly ina curve. He says if he gets one bass on where they 
are plentiful he always feels sure of another, or perhaps two more, as 
the hooked fish *‘ works” the other flies in a .very deadly way, ‘‘ and 
when you do get three bass on at once look out for squalls!” 
Another gentleman with whom {spent many pleasant hours was 
Baron Tcherkasoff, Russian Commissioner to the Exhibition. The 
Baron is one of the most enthusiastic anglers I ever met; he was 
never tired of talking about angling. He is almost the only Russian 
who knows anything about scientific angling, and except in fly- 
fishing, I should imagine there is very little indeed that he does not 
know. One wrinkle he gave me I was very much struck with, and 
recommend it to the notice of English pike-anglers. It was a descrip- 
tion of a clever method of casting a live bait of any kind, fly, frog, or 
fish. The novelty consists in using a grooved float, something like a 
school-boy’s peg-top in shape. The float is placed on the line at the 
required depth, and the line below it is wound on to the worm of the 
float right up to the bait. A quantity of line sufficient to reach any 
desired spot is then drawn off the reel and coiled on the ground, and 
the float and bait wound on to it are ¢hrown by the hand to the 
spot the angler wishes to fish.* The short line wound on the float 
soon unwinds either by the action of the stream or the bait. It will 
be evident that a very long cast can be made in this way, and that, 
too, in places where from overhanging boughs, &c., a cast from the 
rod could not be made. I recommend this wrinkle to the notice of 
Welsh Harp and other anglers who want to throw a heavy bait a long 
distance, and when we have another tournament hope to see a com- 
petition in this novel style. It is most useful also for very light baits 
of any kind—worms, gentles, baby-frogs, minnows, &c., because even 
a light float can be thrown a considerable distance by hand, and with 
more certainty than with arod. Baron Tcherkasoff has invented a 
capital clearing ring and an improved bait-pot for sinking ground- 
bait. I understand Messrs. Allcock are to bring these out in this 
country, and Iam sure they will be appreciated. Dr. Zenk, president 
Beers So or en RO Ve, Leah ep RE 


* Only one hook should be used, and that should be placed so as not to 
catch the—angler, 
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of the Wiirzburg Fischerei-Verein, also paid me a visit with a friend 
of his—a great carp breeder—and gave me many most valuable hints 
in coarse fish culture. Dr. Zenk possesses one of the largest fish 
farms in the world, and he tells me he breeds coarse fish for the 
purpose of feeding his immense stock of salmonide. He says that 
i culture of coarse fish in ponds presents no difficulties 
whatever. 





THE WESTMINSTER AQUARIUM. 


THE capital entertainment at the Westminster Aquarium has 
recently been reinforced by some unusually interesting attractions. 
First we have M. Farini’s Walrus or Sea Elephant, which is, of 
course, worth anyone’s while to see. Then his performing bulls go 
through various tricks, and with wonderful docility, The Black and 
White Butterflies, two female abrobats, go through the most daring 
aérial flights ever exhibited in this country ; in fact, in one leap where 
the Circassian girl throws herself against the chest of her African 
sister as the latter hangs head-down in the air, is rather too 
dangerous, as anerror in the jump might cause death to one of the 
performers—at least, it looks like it, if their heads came together. 








POLEUTION. OF (THE SRIVER AVON, 





ACTION TAKEN BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF WARWICK. 


A SPECIAL meeting of the Town Council of the Borough of Warwick 
was held on Tuesday morning, in the Court House, for the purpose 
of considering steps to be taken to prevent the further pollution of 
the River Avon. Major Fosbery (Mayor) presided, and there was a 
large attendance. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. C. Passman, Town Clerk of Leam- 
ington, stating that the Council were most anxious to do all in their 
power to prevent the river from being polluted, to which end they 
would adopt all reasonable and necessary precautions. 

After sitting for a considerable time in private, the Council decided 
to take proceedings under the Rivers Pollution Act, 1876, against 
the Local Sanitary Authorities of Leamington, Kenilworth, and 
Coventry, to restrain them from polluting the Avon by allowing any 
filth to escape into the river from such towns, 

[This is the best bit of work any town council has done for a long 
time, and we heartily trust the example of Warwick will be followed 
by other towns,— ED. ] 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


—_——_ 


By L. B. 





The most cheering piscatorial item this week undoubtedly is that the fish 
have been feeding very fairly in almost every water from which reports come to 
band—from the Ouse, Thames, aud many parts of the Lea friends of mine have 
within the last few days been having excellent sport. In the Thames the barbel 
have been feeding better than they have any time during the season, and some 
excellent bags have been made. While from hat most prolific portion of our 
national river, the tidal water, some unusually heavy takes are reported. 

A number of rodsters have visited the waters on the Grand Junction Canal, 
recently rented by the fisheries Society with very varied success. 

It may bring a smile on the face of many a Brother Bob, but I assert, and am 
open to prove it, that there are many little niceties, the due observance of which 
are absolutely necessary to successful canal fishing, undreamt of in the pisca- 
torial philosophy of those used to fish in deep or rapidly-flowing rivers. Iam 
speaking from experience, and have tested the proof of what I state dozens of 
times. 

An important meeting of the committee of the Thames Rights Defence As~ 
sociation has been summoned for Tuesday next. We have not heard much 
from this useful body lately, but from what we know of the gentlemen compos- 
ing the committee there is no doubt some good practical work is being done, 
though in a necessarily quiet manner ; besides the society’s policy is essentially 
defensive, not aggressive. 

The question of the public right of fishing in Heigham Sounds—or rather the 
magistrates’ recent decision against such rights—is to be made the subject of 
an appeal in the Ccurt of Queen’s Bench, I cannot pretend to know much of 
the merits of the case, indeed, have hardly had time to glance through the little 
pamphlet kindly sent to me by Mr. Lark, the secretary of the Yarmouth Pisca~ 
torials; but an appeal in the Court of Queen’s Bench is a serious thing ; £ 
mean serious beyond the mere pecuniary consideration—though that in itself is 
no trifle—an appeal is serious in my opinion, because if unsuccessful it will be 
the undoubted means of practically closing to the anglers many waters where 
fishing rights are at.present undefended, or where fishing is allowed solely by 
the courtesy of the owners, who, however kindly disposed, would resent any- 
thing like an assumption of right on the part of a section of the public. I 
therefore sincerely hope our friends in Norfolk have been well advised in taking 
this important step, and that the result will prove their judgment to have been 
wise and deliberate. 

The usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of London and 
Provincial Angling Societies will take place this (Friday) evening at the Pert- 
man Arms, Gt. Quebec Street, Baker Street. 

Apropos of the West Central, the following circulars have been issued to the 
various angling societies and others. 


WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND PROVINCIAL 
ANGLING SOCIETIES. 
The Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, Oct. 1oth, 1883. 
"Dear Sir,—In the manner of finding a suitable person to succeed Mr, T, 
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Hoole, to the important post of secretary of this Association, I am empowered 
by the committee to whom the same has been delegated, to invite from all 
affiliated societies tenders of name or names of person or persons willing, and 
believed competent, to undertake the office; such names, together with 
all particulars, to be sent, addressed to me as below, not later than Novem- 
ber Ist. 

All applications will be carefully considered by the committee, but the final 
decision will be arrived at by the Association at the monthly Meeting, Novem- 
ber 16th, which will be a special one for this purpose. : 

Asso much of the future success of our association depends upon securing 
the services of an able secretary, whose heart will be entirely in his work, it is 
earnestly hoped the secretaries and members of angling societies will give the 
committee all the assistance in their power. ; 

I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
LxEo. BONVoISIN, 
Hon sec., pro. tem, 

62, Swinton Street, King’s Cross, W.C. 

WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF LONDON AND PROVINCIAL 
ANGLING SOCIETIES. 

The Portman Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street. Oct. roth, 1883. 

DxAr Srz,—It was unanimously carried at the West Central Association 
of London and Provincial Angling Societies’ monthly Meeting on the 2ist 
September— 

“That a Committee be formed for the purpose of raising the funds necessary 
for the presentation of a suitable Testimonial to Mr T. Hoole, upon his resign- 
ing the post of secretary to the association, which he has so ably filled since 
its f rmation in the Spring of 1877.” 

Mr. Thomas Spreckley has kindly accepted the office of Chairman of the said 
committee, and Messrs. R. B. Marston and P. Geen the duties of joint trea- 
surership ; while among those who have kindly given in their names on the 
General Committee, are Messrs. W. H. Brougham, J. Greville Fennell, R. 
Ghurney, W. Field, R. Murphy, T. Green, J. Welch, Starr, Castell, R. Mar- 
shail, Beckett, J. Jennings, Page. J. Hotham, Bocking, Hobden, Adeane, 
Keyes, Dodge, Large, Thorling, Gattney, &c. 

Mr. Hoole’s services to the cause of angling are too well known to you, and 
the inestimable boous and concessions they have in a great measure been the 
undoubted means of securing to the humbler London anglers of too valuable a 
nature to be readily forgotten to here need enumerating, and I would therefore 
merely add that my committee sincerely hupe you will take this last opportunity 
of proving your gratitude to one who has for years ungrudgingly given labour, 
time, and money in discharging the many heavy and responsible duties of his 
office, with urbanity, zeal and success, 

Iam, Dear Sir, 
Yours very truly, 
Lro. BoNnvoisin. 
Hon. sec. pro tem. 
62, Swinton Street, King’s Cross, W.C. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We do not hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed byour Correspondents. | 


THE PROPOSED HALF-TIDAL LOCK BELOW RICHMOND. 

Str,—In your last number you invite opinions as to the benefit or otherwise, 
to anglers, of the proposed lock. I, therefore, torward you one or two thoughts 
that have suggested themselves, As to the injury to the fishing, I fancy that 
the only anglers who will suffer will be the dace fly-fishers, as there will be no 
shallows to fish, But to the dace-fishing from punts I do not think any injury 
will arise. I should be sorry if it did, as this is the backbone of the success of 
all the professional fishermen from Teddington downwards. The mention of 
Teddington reminds me of the lamprey fishing. This is a large source of income 
to those having the privilege of catching these tasty delicacies, but, as the pro- 
posed lock will be inoperative in the winter months, no loss would be su3- 
tained at Teddington. Possibly the trade would become more lucrative 
generally. 

Now, as to the benefits likely to accrue to the fishing world, I cannot but 
think that the gain will be great, if for no other reason for the question of 
spawning, No doubt. a large quantity of spawn is damaged by the action of 
steam launches upon the shallows, and the receding ebb tide leaves much spawn 
exposed. Again chub-fishing, I think, will greatly improve, as excepting on 
the flood tide and shortly after there is no chub fishing worth speaking of 
(although a well-known and scientific angler, like Mr. Wright, of Twickenham, 
secures many good baskets at this period), whereas, with the water standing 
permanently higher, good sport, particularly around the islands and eyots 
should be obtained. 

As regards all-round fishing, does it not seem feasible that, instead 
of, as now, the fish dropping back, the action of the flood tide will bring 
the fish up, and the half-tidal lock will tend to keep them up ? Upon the 
who'e, I am of opinion that angling interests will be immensely improved, 
parucularly during the dry seasons. Imagine the effect of two changes of 
water during the twenty-four hours (although not so pure as it might be), 
and an even~flawing stream and secure harbour for our tinny friends. I have 
takeu a large amount of interest in this lock question, and the more it is 
thrashed out the better; andif the anglers will give us at Twickenham and 
Richmond _ their support, it will assist considerably. It must be that the 
Thames Conservancy would be open to conviction, provided something 
tangible was laid before them. 

As regards the netsman, I am not prepared to express a decided opinion ; 
but the experience of many men fishing these parts is that the fish during the 
neap tides drop back—witness the many fine takes of fish one hears of at 
Mortlake and as low as Hammersmith. What I believe the lock will do is that 
the supply of fish will be immensely increased, and that there will be enough 
for all.—I am, &c., A. J. Litrtz. 

Twickenham. 





_ THE OLD RIVER AT WINDSOR AND ITS FISHERMEN. 
S1rk,—In last Saturday’s paper Mr. W. Wheeldon writes a very interesting 
article upon ‘‘The Fleet or River at Old Windsor.”” Welland good; but [have 
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fished this water as much as anybody the Jast four or five years, and without 
saying anything disparaging to the fishermen referred to by Mr. J. P. W., 
there is the family of the Haines at the Ferry, Old Windsor and the “ Bells” 
of Ouzeley, who have fished this part of the river for generations—men who 
know every inch of the river, who are not afraid to shoot the weir, and thus 
save an hour's hard pulling against the heavy stream, and who never are to be 
found fishing by themselves.—I am, &c., A. J. Littuz. 
Twickenham. 
[We are very glad to give the Haines this notice again, though it is only fair 
£ ie ti to say that he can also do this shvoting business very cleverly.— 
D, 





BANK FISHING AFTER DARK IN THE THAMES. 
S1z,—As one of your correspondents refers to me in connection with the 
above matter, I should like to state that I, although an honorary river-keeper, 
have not interfered with any bank anglers fishing after sunset, my impression 
being that the prohibition applies to angling from a ‘* vessel, boat, or punt.”’ 
We shall see.—I am, &c., : A. J. Litre. 
Twickenham. 





GRAINING AND FISH BY POST. 2 

S1r,—I must ask ‘ L. B.’s’ pardon for not having sent him one of these 
fish, but the fact is I have not been able to take one, nor have any ofourmem- __ 
bers or friecds. I have fished in the Alt at least half a dozen times this season, 
but have not succeeded ‘in taking a graining. Only on Thursday last, the 11th 
inst., eight of our members perseveringly fished this river for many hours, 
several of us with the express object of obtaining a few of these fish, but were 
disappointed, as not a single one was caught or even hooked. It is very 
singular, and I cannot understand or make out how it is they are so searce this 
year, when in bygone years they have been fairly plentiful, it being notbing out 
of the common to take half a dozen or more in a day’s fishing, and some of _ 
them up to }1b. weight and even more. 

The landlord of the Punch Bowl, on the banks of the stream, says he will try : 
and get me some with the net; but this is a means I don’t like employing, and, 
besides, it is expensive. 

However, if there is a chance ‘‘ LB.” will not be forgotten, and I must ask 
him to kindly believe that it has not been the ‘* will’? that has been wanting, 
but the ‘‘way,’’ although ‘‘ where there is a will there is a way” is an old saying. 

Iam, &c., 


~~ 


R. WooLratt, 

P.S.—The barbel will be very welcome. 

[We have forwarded to Mr. Woolfall a packet of Mr. King’s fish preservative 
for the express purpose of preserving the coming graining. The fact is, how- 
ever interesting this fish may be, the three specimens which at different times 
have been sent to us have had such a horribly “ancient and fish-like smell?’ 
about them that our porter says he shall require an increase of wages if he has 
to dispose of any more, Again we would impress on our readers who may be 
sending specimens for identification, &c., the advisabi'ity of writing the word 
‘*perishable’’ on the wrapper. It was not long since we took home a neat 
little packet in white cream-laid paper—it looked like wedding cake. We left 
it inadvertently on the hall table, and here Eve's proverbial curiosity and 
inconsistency were once more exemplified. ‘¢ Oh, what is this ? Something nice, 
Iknow. MayTIopenit?’’ As the opening of the box and the asking for 
permission to do so were simultaneous, the innocent Editor, who had hardly 
paid attention to what was going on, and who was quite unacquainted with the 
contents of the box, was naturally surprised at hearing himse f designated by 
his irate spouse as ‘* You particularly horrible man, to bring home such horrible } 
things, and then to let me open the box without saying a word !’’ We were t 
certainly startled that sucha small box could hold such a big and horrible 
smell, A ii:tle of Mr. King’s powder would obviate such inconveniences as ; 
these. An Irish correspondent sent us six or eight samlets in a soda-water 
bottle filled with a solution of Mr. King’s powder. The fish came in splendid 
condition, and are now in Dr. Giinther’s hands at the British Museum.—Ep.] 


——__—. 


PROFESSIONAL THAMES FISHERMEN AND THE EXHIBITiON, 
S1r,—A friend of mine,.residing at Maidenhead, informs me that a Mr, 
Clarke, in that neighbourhood, took all the Maidenhead fishermen to the 
Fisheries Exhibition, paying their railway fares, dinners, &c., and it was a 
great treat to them. I wish the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, who resides on 
the banks of the Thames, would set the ball rolliag, and send the fishermen in 
his neighbourhood; the good example would soon be followed by other 
gentlemen, all the way from Richmond to Staines. Many of the men would 
like to go, but cannot afford to lose a day’s earnings and pay the day’s expenses. 
I am sure our friend, Mr. W. H. Brougham, secretary of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, will gladly give every assistance in his power for so worthy 
an object, and if money is wanted, I will gladly give ten shillings towards a 
day’s enjoyment for the fishermen and water bailiffs. Being one of the 
committee and one of the jurors, I am well acquainted with the whole 
Exhibition, aad will give my services for the day, to go about with them and 
explain all they wish to know.—I am, &c., T. R. Sacus. 








REDDITCH FLIES. 

S1r,—Permit me to inform your readers that the remarks of Mr. Rowe, of 
Barnstaple, regarding ‘‘ Redditch Flies ”’ will not apply to all parties in the 
Redditch trade. The firm I represent, Messrs. R. Harrison, Bartleet and Cox 
are able to turn out flies that will compare favourab'y with any maker. We 
can make flies suitable for any stream in the United Kingdom, without using 
either a vice or dyed feathers in the manufacture. This is proved by the fact 
that our flies are sold by the best houses in the kingdom, and pronounced 
excellent in quality and finish.—_I am, &c., H H. Yoxatt, 

10, Park Road, Redditch, October 17. 





CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES AND GAME COCKS. 

Srr,-—Blue dun game fowls appear, from our Devonshire friends, to be a sine J 
qua non, They are certainly getting scarce, but are still to be met with in the 
wild districts where cocks are still bred for the pit. I crossed some scarcely 
reliable for work, which can be got reasonable. Will gladly give the name of 
the party to any disciple of the gentle art, I find they kill well in wild rough 
weather, and, .being finer than Andalusian in the fibre, make a nice dun,— 
Iam, &c., Z YORKSHIRE, 2 
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CUTCLIFFE’S FLIES v. REDDITCH MAKERS. 

S1r,—Some of your correspondents evidently believe that Redditch flies are 
made by the help of a lot of tools. Permit me to say that the fly-makers (at 
least 99 per cent.) in that locality use no tools besides their fingers and thumbs 
and a pair of scissors. This I know to be correct, having seen them at work. 
Anyone can judge for themselves whether they have much time to pick up and 
lay down a lot of tools when it isstated that a girl can make fifteen dozen in 
ten and a-balf hours. I myself use a pair of tweezers merely to hold the end 
of the hackle whilst tying it in; but a vice Inever used. All my hooks, from 
the largest down to the smallest, are held between finger and thumb; but I am 
favoured with good finger nails, else it would not be possible for me to tum 
from using a blacksmith’s hammer (as I sometimes do) to fly making. This art 
cannot be learned from books by fully nineteen out of every twenty readers, 
simply because the directions are not fully illustrated. Could you not remedy 
this through the GAzerTE? The papers could afterwards be published in book 
form, and, no doubt, would meet with a ready sale. 

There are professional fly-tyers who can beat any amateur for neatness and 
killing powers even at their own special flies, and I would respectfully ask Mr. 
Rowe what does it matter if flies.are made by the help of tools or not, provided 
they kill well? Mr. Hall uses a vice to hold his hooks, and I know he swears 
by his own flies. With regard to the proposed prizes for flies, I should like to 
ask how are they to be judged (merely by appearance or by trial), and why are 
non-residents objected to if Devonshire artists can beat anyone else at the 
special flies for their ownstreams? Certainly the givers of the prizes can make 
any regulations they like.—I am, &c., 

S. HowArtu. 

[It is this turning out flies at the rate of three in ten minutes which brings 
Redditch flies into disrepute.-—ED.] 








FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. 

S1r,—-A correspondent asks whether the landing net is best carried on the 
strap of the creel or on a separate one. A separate strap has two advantages. 
One is that it is often convenient to take off the creel when fishing, especially 
ifit is heavy; but a cast should never be made without the landing net within 
reach. The second advantage is, that when it is necessary to fish in a water- 
proof coat the joint of the landing handle is very apt to cut it if put on over the 
coat, and itis just as bad to have the waterproof immediately over the handle ; 
and in this case I often wear the strap between my coat and waistcoat. The 
Janding net, of course, then hangs under my coat, which protects the water- 
proof from being cut by the joint. Of course, the rain coat must not be but- 
toned tightly all the way down. 

I find that I have omitted to say anything on casting against wind. Fishing 
with the wind blowing down-stream is always more or less unsatisfactory. You 
whip off your fly, and you strain your rod. Ifthe wind is not continual, advan- 
tage must be taken of the intervals between the gusts; but a stiff rod will often 

‘enable the angler to force his fly forwards where a whippy one is absolutely 
powerless. Whena wind is blowing straight across the stream from the 
opposite bank, if it is not too violent, a fly may be got out by what has been 
termed cutting under the wind. The angler is, say, facing up-stream, the 
water on his left, and rod in hisright hand. Instead of waving his rod perpen- 

_ dicularly, as in the ordinary cast, he waves it horizontally, and by making the 
cast pretty vigorously the line can, after practice, be successfully got out to its 
destination ; but the young angler should see this done by an expert, as it is 
rather a difficult matter to describe verbally. A strong wind is almost as bad 
when in the angler’s favour as when dead against him—/.e., in dry fly-fishing 
it prevents the line being properly extended behind for the cast, and continually 
causes the whipping off of the fly. 

A few words in conclusion about stiff rods. I quite agree with a correspondent 
«© S. S.”’ in yours of Sept. 8th, that the whippy rods are ‘more elegant’’; but 
I can hardly see how he makes them out ‘‘ more efficient ”” when everyone will, 
I think, admit that in anything of a wind they are almost useless. Of.course, 
anyone accustomed to the limber rod will be more likely at first to lose fish 
when striking with the stiff rod or when playing them ; but these slight difficul- 
ties, with a little practice, are soon overcome. I think that when a person uses 
the sarcastic expression, ‘‘punt pole,’’ ‘or the stiff rod, it simply shows that the 
only stiff rods he has tried have been made stiff by increased thickness and 
consequent weight in the upper part. These are what I have expressly warned 
my readers against when I remarked that on no account should the rod be top- 
heavy. Stiff rods can be made of the American glued cane, or of the cheaper 
solid cane, quite free from this defect ; and inconclusion, I can only say that I 
think I have never shown my favourite rod to any angling friend but that he 
has expressed a wish to have one like it, especially when he has seen the long, 
straight casts I could make with it to the other side of a wide bit of stream. 

Kindly insert the annexed errata—misprints in my previous letters, all 
doubtless owing to my bad writing.—Tam, &c., Pen..€.'S; 

ERRATA.—Page 464, right hand column, line 42 from bottom, for ‘* winder”? 
read “hinder’’; page 465, left hand column, lines 23 and 24 from top, a 
coinma instead of full stop after ‘‘landed,’’ ‘‘as’’ instead of ‘ As,”’ full stop 
after ‘‘ extract it’?; page 475, left hand column, line 32 from bottom, for 
“foot”? read ‘loop’’; page 475, right hand column, line 5 from top, for 
‘best’? read ‘then.’ Y 

[From the inquiries received for back numbers it is evident the clear and 
simple instructions of ‘*F. R. C. S.’’ have been greatly appreciated. There 
is a style of casting against the wind which was taught us by Mr. Reuben 
Wood when over here. With a6 oz. ‘‘whippy ”’ split-cane rod we saw him 
time after time send his line straight into the teeth of the wind for eighteen or 
twenty yards. We will endeavour to describe how this was done in this or next 
week’s GAZETTE.—ED. ] 





THAMES FISHERY BY-LAWS. 

Srr,—Your editorial note under ‘‘ Ye Ravensbourne Water Rat’s’’ letter 
induced me, as I was at Henley when I1ead it, to call upon Mr. Greville Fen- 
nell, who isa reliable authority on such points, more particularly where the 
entanglement of an Act of Parliament be concerned, and he most courteously 
and at once telegraphed to the authorities, and the reply was that ‘ bank fish- 
ing is not to be allowed between the last hour after sunset and before the first 
hour before sunrise.”’ 

The fact would appear that the Board, when they sanctioned the clause re- 
specting night fishing, rendered it exceptionally open to cavil by omitting the 
word ‘* bank’’; the omission, it is said, having been made to conciliate certain 
~so-called riparians, who possess influence on and with the Board of Conservators, 
and who have been exceedingly prominent in ordering anglers off the tow- 

path. 








If night-fishing were legalised, it would, in my opinion, open the door to the 
darkest system of poaching: a man could then refer the bailiff to his rod, and 
yet have his bag, basket, or pockets full of night lines, to be used directly the 
guardian ofthe water was out of reach. 

I fear this is not the only hitch in the new by-laws, and that both trouble and 
expense is in store for the Board before they are rendered simply practicable and 
operative.—I am, &c., A. 

[This letter contradicts itself; it states the authorities will not permit night - 
fishing, and yet have made no by-law under which they can prevent it. 
Mr. Brougham suggests tbat the only thing to settle the matter would be “a 
test case.’? This indicates his opinion pretty clearly; but how could a poor 
bank angler go to the expense of a test case, and fight the Conservancy and the 
Thames Angling Preservation Society behind? It is pretty clear to us that at 
present there is.no law against night fishing from the bank, the reason being 
that certain powerful riparian owners, who are also conservators, will not have 
it. As we ourselves enjoy fishing on a warm summer’s night, we shall not be 
sorry if the bank anglers retain the privilege; they mak: excellent night 
watchers, and prevent poaching.—ED. | 


THE READING AND HENLEY ASSOCIATIONS. 

Srm,—Your correspondent, ‘IF’. G. J.,’’ should have answered my letter in full 
or kept silent. The point he has answered was of little or no consequence, and 
his answer merely goes to show that the Henley Association at least is more 
fortunate than we Londoners, who, in the majority of instances, are perforce 
compelled to hold our clubs in public- houses. 

My point against the Henley and Reading Association, and also the Bedford, 
and a few London clubs as well is this, that they can only justify keeping the 
fishing entirely to themselves on the principle of ‘‘ get al you can, and keep 
what you get.”’ No one can dispute their legal right any more than Shylock’s 
right to his pound of flesh ; but I have pointed out that the club system, decried 
as that system may be, gives an opportunity to the above associations—I was 
going to say to be generous, but I will say to be just, to the exrent of granting 
season tickets at least, with the London club angler (and every. angler, wherever 
he may be, ought to be a club angler); his name and address, the name of his 
club, and number of his privilege ticket, would give the societies ample power 
to bind him to good behaviour. I must confess that there are difficulties with 
regard to such associations or clubs, granting day ‘tickets, though a system 
prevails in the Rother Association, near Hastings, which I think meets the 
objections to granting day tickets to a certain extent. I should be the last to 
wish to make out that either of the above associations are more selfish than any 
other bodies of men, anglers or otherwise ; to be as unselfish as I wish they 
were prevails in no class of society—it requires an amount of enlightened 
thought, and pure good nature that is rarely met with. Nevertheless, a gene- 
rous policy is best in the long run. Inthe club I belong tothe subject of 
renting a water for ourselves has often been discussed. Ihave always said, 
when the subject was mentioned, that I trusted, if we did so, that we should 
allow members of other clubs to fish on payment by season tickets. I would 
withdraw from any club that rented exclusive fishing at any station to which the 
privilege tickets are granted. This I consider a particularly ungraceful thing 
todo. I fear I have trespassed too much on your space, so will reserve a little 
more I have to gay for a future occasion.—I am, &c., 

A. J. Marrrorr. 

(Thanks for the subscrip‘ion towards the testimonial to Mr. Hoole.—Ep | 


BLUNHAM. 

S1r,—Some correspondence having appeared lately in the GAZETTE about 
this excellent water, I wish to offer a few remarks on this and adjacent waters, 
with which I am well acquainted. Probably, I was one of the first of your 
readers who drew attention to the Blunham fishery in the columns of your 
paper.some years ago, under the heading of ‘¢ Bream-fishing in Bedfordshire.’’ 

Elliott’s water was at that time free to all anglers visiting his comfortable 
inn. Shortly after the appearance of my article the fishing was let to a few 
London anglers as a private subscription water. This was, in my opinion, a 
mistake, and if daily tickets had been issued at a moderate charge there is 
every reason to believe that large numbers of London anglers would have 
availed themselves of the opportunity of fishing one of the finest bream and 
roach waters in England. 

Within a mile from the Lempsford end of Elliott’s fishery is Tempsford 
Bridge; the water here is deep and full of large fish, notably pike and bream. 
From this bridge right down to Eaton Mills, and miles beyond, there is ex- 
cellent ishing—plenty of good pike, bream, roach, perch, and occasionally 
chub and dace on the gravelly shallows which occur here and there. Now, all 
this fishing from Tempsford Bridge down the stream is, I believe, fee along 
the towing-path side of the river ; and on the opposite bank of the river per- 
mission could doubtless be easily obtained from the various farmers—at least, I 
have never found any difficulty. 

Tempsford Station is on the Great Northern line, within two hours’ journey 
from London, It is also about half-an-hour’s good walk from B!uaham 
village. 

There are three ways of reaching Blunham from London: one by Great 
Northern to Sandy (changing there for Blunham) ; another route by London 
and North-Western from Euston, changing at Bletchley; the third, and [ 
consider the best route, is by Midland express train from St. Pancras to Bed- 
ford, and from there by the London and North-Western (7 miles) to Blunham 
(fare from London about 4s. 6d. single journey). 

Anyone having a week or so to spare should make Bedford their head- 
quarters, as not only is there good fishing in the town waters, but at many 
country places round there is excellent fishing within easy distance, and good 
private waters, in which a few hours’ sport can generally be obtained by appli- 
cation from respectable parties. As regards the question of ‘ privilege’’ 
tickets, I believe they are available by the Midland Rilway as faras Bedford. 
—I am, &c, ARR EL: 





THE ‘“‘HALF-BRED” OF THE YARE. 

S1r,—Now the question of hybrid fish has cropped up again, can anyone te'l 
me what the so-called half-bred of the Yareis? {[ have put this query both in 
the GAZETTE and the Fie/d several times during the past few yaars, but have 
not been able to get any explanation. I allude to the fish somewhat bream- 
like in shape, with light-colouced fins ; not the rudd or bream flat.—Lam &c, 

Ii. GosLine. 
SPORT AT THE WELSH HARP FISHERY. 

Srr,—Some of our subscribers have been well to the fore during the pist 

fortnight, several very fine all-round baskets being brought up, and yesterday 





we were treated to the sight of a really grand pike, weighing 23}1b., of fine 
colour and condition. it was taken by Mr. D. North, of the North-Western 
Anglers, who came in for many congratulations from the company present. 
Messrs. Stannard, Stevens, Plumpton, Packman, Beaumont, Parker, and Street 
have also had some really good sport during the week amongst the bream, 
roach, perch, and carp. Mr. Beaumont also had four tench, weighing 13 1b.—I 
am, &c., W. P. WARNER. 


FISHING NEAR WELDON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE,. — 
Srr,—There is no fishing very near: The nearest point to the Nene is not 
ess than ten miles; very good coarse fishing. A smaller stream about four 
miles away, the Welland ; similar fishing, but not so good. Weldon is rather 
badly situated for railway accommodation.—I am, &c., T. L. ANDREWS. 








A Goop TAKE FROM THE Loppon.—On the 16th inst., Mr. A. C. Critch- 
field took from the above river with one rod and line in 4} hours the follow- 
ing :—Thirty-four roach, weighing 29 lb. 9 0z., heaviest 1 lb. 10 0z.; seven 
dace, weighing 3 lb. 2 oz., heaviest 8 oz. ; and three chub, weighing 8 |b. Il oz., 
heaviest 3 lb. 8 oz. Total, forty-four fish, weighing 41 1b. 60z. On the 
8th inst. ten roach, weighing 9 lb. 15 oz., heaviest I |b. 5 02. ; four dace, 
weighing 1 lb. 13 oz.; and one chub, weighing 3 Ib. 5 oz. Total, fifteen fish, 
weighing 15 1b. 1 0z. On the gth inst. the following “were” taken by Messrs. 
A. C. Critchfield and J. W. Morgan in two hours:—Eleven chub, weighing 
34 lb. 11 oz., heaviest 5 1b.; twelve roach, weighing 12 1b. 5} oz., heaviest 
1 lb. 8 oz.; and one eel, weighing 3 1b. 3 oz. Total, twen'y-four fish, weigh- 
ing 50 Ib. 3 oz. The whole of the above were weighed at the Farleigh Hotel, 
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DAY, SON & HEWITT’ 


STOCKBREEDERS’ 


Miedieinme @CEacst. 


FOR ALL DISORDERS IN HORSES, CATTLE, CALVES 
SHEEP, AND LAMBS... ; 














In this Chest are the following matchless and world-renowned remedies, all that , 
Farmer can require to cute disease amongst his Stock and keep them in fine kealtky and 
buoyant condition :— 4 

* CHEMICAL EXTRACT,” for Wounds, Swollen Udders, and Ewes Lambing, — 
** GASEOUS FLUID,” for Colic, Scour, and Debility, oar 

“ RED DRENCH,”’ for Cleansing Cows and Ewes, &c, 

*“ RED PASTE BALLS,’’ for Conditioning Horses, 

* BRONCHOLINE,”’ for Husk, Hoase, or Cough. - a 
‘““GASEODYNE,” for Heaving or Paining. 

* ALCOHOLIC ETHER,’’ for Colds and Chills, : 
**CARMINATIVE CHALK,”’ for Diarrhoea in Lambs and Calves. : 

Price of Chest, with ‘‘ Key to Farriery,” £2 16s. 6d. carriage paid, Hach article can” 
be had separately, , 

Patronised by Royalty, and used for fifty years by the Leading Agriculturists of the 
British Empire. 


CAUTION.—See that the Name of DAY, SON & HEWITT is on all 
~ Bottles and Packets. 


DAY, SON & HEWITT, 


22, DORSET STREET- BAKER STREET, LONDON, W. 





Hackney, and were much admired by all who saw them. 








INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 
STAND 4663. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 
9 and 10, Portland Street, 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 


anbentor and Batentee of the Mew Perfect 
Combination Reel. 

This Reel obtained a First-class Bronze 
Medal at the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society’s Show at Falmouth; also a Silver 
Medal at the International Exhibition. 


Awarded three Prize Medals, also a Special 
Prize, value £7 10s., for Complete Collection 
of Inland Fishing Tackle. 


D. Slater will be in attendance at his 
stand until the close of the Exhibition, 
when everything will be offered at a reduc- 





~ §. BIGG, 


Fishing Rod and Tackle 
Maker, 
27, RUSSELL STREET, 


COVENT GARDEN, 
Next Door to the Albion Hotel. 


Directory of Provincial Fishing 
Tackle Makers. 


N.B.—Terms for Advertising in this Column can be 
had by writing to. the MANAGER of the 
FIsHING GAZETTE, 12, Fetter Lane, 
London, 





CHARLES COURT, Plymcuth Works, Redditch, 
Sole Maker of the Enamelled Rust-proof Hooks, 





T. HEMMING and SON, Windsor Mills, Redditch, 
Manufacturers of Fish Hooks and Fishiog Tackle of every 
description, 





. GEORGE KENNING, 

Manuiacturer of White and Yellow Fishing Gimp, &c., 
I, 2, 3, and 4, Little Britain ; and 105, 196, and 197, Alders- 
gate Street, London, 
Branches—Manchester, Liverpool, and Glasgow. 





FoR ORNAMENTAL Ponpds AND AQUARIA. 


GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen) 


FOR SALE ar R, ECKHARDT’S, 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY, 








AND WANTAGE, 


BERKS. 








THE GAME FISHES 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


OF 





THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be j ublished a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 


from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FI3H. 

A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — COLORATION,  STRUC- 
TURE, Etc. 


HABITS AND HABITATS, 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc.,, Etc, 


Tue American AnyGcen is published on Saturday of each 
weck, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Nvtes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing trom all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of Amerizan witers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tun ANGixR, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
BROADWAY, 
5 (Opposite City Hail Park), 
NEW YORK Cin ev cS2 1AG 





252%) 





This Day is Published. 


NORFOLK BROADS & RIVERS; 


TEE WATERWAYS, LAGOONS, AND DECOYS 
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THE AWARDS. 


A will be seen from our Correspondence columns, the English 
Fishing Tackle Trade have lost no time in endeavouring to 
_get some reparation for the injury which has been done them by 
the manner in which the prizes have been awarded. When we 
wrote our note on this subject last week we had not the least 
idea that a juror of such practical angling experiences as Mr. 
George M. Kelson had already sent in a strong protest, and we 
think it is only. fair, both to him and to the Trade, that this 
report should be generally known; we therefore print it below. 
Admitting the well-known difficulties which any jury must meet 
with in a case of this kind, we still think that Mr. Kelson’s report 
discloses a state of things which renders some readjustment of 
the awards absolutely necessary. To take away prizes already 
awarded, we do not advocate for one moment; but that the metal 
of some medals awarded should be changed from bronze to 
silver, or from silver to gold, is required of the barest justice to 
be done. By publishing the following report it must not be 
supposed we agree with all the suggest ions made. 


To THE COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF RECOM 
MENDATIONS FROM JURIES. 


REPORT OF GEO. M. KELSON, JUROR 12. 
AND ,APPENDIX. 
(JULY 31, 1883 ) 
Ir is with extreme regret that, finding myself unable to concur with the 
majority of Jurors, I feel constrained to forward a separate report, 

In so doing I wish it to be understooc that I attribute to my fellow jurors 
nelther want of care nor want of judgment in deciding on the merits of some of 
the exhibits under the priuciples they had laid down for their guidance. It is 
generally to these principles that I object. I firmly believe them to be unsound ; 
and that the Jurors, by conscientiously acting upon them, have thereby arrived 
at wrong decisions, ; 

The first instance which I venture to refer to is in judging— 

COLLECTION OF SaLMON AND TrouT LiNEs, Prizx 45-6. 

These lines were tied to a steelyard and were stretched from a distance of ten 
yards. The highest ‘‘ puil”’ by that of Mr. Watson's, viz., 59 lb., the :owest, 
or nearly so, by Mr. Farlow’s, viz., 24 1b. 

During these trials four lines of a similar pattern, made by a wholesale firm 
and belonging to different exhibitors, were tested in this way, and there wasa 
variation of strength amounting almost to one-third. This is not surprising for 
many reasons. I took aline with me in the course of manufacture and endea- 
youred to give some explanations to the Jury. 

It had been decided that when a majority upon any subject had been obtained 
further Jurors’ opinions were unnecessary, therefore I was not heard. Being 
the only Juror who adopted another mode of judging, Iam sorry I had no voice 
whatever in this decision. 

After many years’ practical experience, and having for the sake of experi- 
ments made a great many lines myself of various shapes and materials, I am 
convinced a tightly-plaited line is by far the best for fishing purposes. Yet a 
tight plait, generally managed by weights, would not be nearly so strong, and, 
therefore, under this extraordinary test, would ‘pull’? considerably less than 
one made loosely with exactly the same quantity of silk. A tight-plaited line 
is smoother on its surface, and offers less resistance in passing not only through 
the rod rings, but also through the air, which tells more when casting against 
the wind, and also because it is heavier in proportion to the size of its circum- 
ference. Iam}(cr ified in these opinicns by the entire coneurrence of the léadin 2g 


EET 


manufacturers in the trade, with whom in the course of my experiments I 
have been in constant communication. 

I now beg to draw particular attention to Tapered Lines. Those of Mr. W. 
W. Ridley, I do not hesitate to say, are far superior and are acknowledged to 
supersede all others procurable. : 

He has a special mode of manufacture to secure smoothness and evenness. 
With his there is a considerable preponderance in weight in comparison to all 
others of a similar size and material; for, by the extraction of the gum previous 
to plaiting, he is able to insert one-third more silk than is usual ina No. 3oline. 
The great advantages and consequent superiority of these lines for all casts, 
especially for the flip cast and the wind cast, is well known to practical anglers 
who have had any experience with them. 

A No. 30° down to 16 would naturally only ‘‘pull’’ half as much as a No. 
30 untapered line; therefore, these, the best of our salmon lines, were left un- 
noticed, and disregarded in ail competition. 

Again, it should not be overlooked that the weakest of any tapered salmon 
line would be stronger than the gut-cast affixed to it when in use, therefore 
forming part of the line; and as its strength is the strength of its weakest part, 
practically, would not these tapered lines be strong enough ? 

The back lines of 60 or 80 yards, which are always attachzd to them, are 
comparatively slight, and certainly not so strong as the weakest line which was 
thus tested by the Jurors. They also form part of the running line; therefore, 
had Mr. Watson’s salmon line ‘‘ pulled’’ even double the amount to what it 
did, it would have found but little favour from me, believing firmly in the 
opinions or arguments I have endeavoured to express. 

I regret, however, the Jurors consider that strength is the only element of 
general usefulness ina salmon line. The excellent printed instructions to 
Jurors suggests :— 

«¢General usefulness should be considered as not less important 
intriasic merit ”” 

And if we are to consider 

‘ the best means of perpetuating the good which the Committee hope 
may be derived from the Exhibition,”’ 
would it be prudent to support this mode of judging which would probably lead 
to much misunderstanding, and the possible insertion of salmon gut, wire, or 
other injurious compounds in the manufacture of salmon lines for the future ? 
CoLLECTION OF SALMON RODS, PRIZE 41. 

Some of the most valuable properties of a rod consisting in* the’ thorough 
seasoning of the wood, its capability of resisting wear and weather without 
warping or twisting, and its retention of an even spring and pliability under 
constant use, have usually been ascertained only after prolonged trial. I care- 
fully considered all the instructions to Jurors with a view to arrive at a con- 
clusion which would be beneficial to the public, and satisfactory to 
Exhibitors. 

The result of this prize is looked forward to with unlintited interest owing to 
the vast improvements lately made. 

The overhand cast, the most common in open spaces, is erroneously held by 
many to be the easiest. Any ordinary fisherman may makeit safer with a rod 
having p'enty of wood in the butt, as it requires less skill and energy to keep 
the fly off the ground behind; but this is a matter of no importance to an 
experienced angler: and this style of rod is nearly useless in all other casts, 
especially so when any length of lineis required. Again, when it is abso- 
lutely necessary to HOLD a fish from any dangerous obstacle, it will be found 
the least suitable for sodoing. But in order to demonstrate my views, I 
constantly used top joints of my own make, varying 1-16th in circumference, 
and the representatives of the trade, with otser experienced and influential 
fishermen who attended these trials at the Exhibition, entirely endorsed my 
opinions, and approved of my explanations. I also tried and tested nearly all 
the rods on the lakein the presence of the jurors, and was deputed to do so 
with a view to show the late improvements in salmon rods, when I used every 
means to discover rods capable of making (as well as the ordinary cast), the 
wind cast, the switch, the underhand cast, and the flip cast without unnecessary 
exertion. When there appeared any doubt I used a heavier or a lighter line. 

Some of our best rivers abound with high banks or rocks, trees and bushes, 
and even artificial means erected to give shelter. I believe. it an undisputed 
fact that salmon congregate in these resorts. 

It is therefore surprising that experience has taught anglers the necessity of 
making other casts in pools where the overhand cast cannot be made? So if 
the most favoured places are to be fished at all, these casts to which I have 
alluded come into operation. 

The lure is presented in districts when the surroundings render it a matter of 
vital import, and these usually deemed impregnable positions are thus brought 
under fire. 

Mr. Farlow’s, No. 108, 18 ft. salmon rods answer every purpose with much 
greater ease than any other in the Exhibition. This pattern, after personal 
experiments and many alterations and trials, IT find to be infinitely the best to 
meet all the preceding requirements. Ihave every confidence that with this 
No. 108 rod the usual custom and necessity of possessing a rod for each of the 
aforesaid different casts is entirely obviated. My opinion of this collection is 
stated in the appendix attached to this report. 

Mr. Anderson’s 18 ft. modern butt is very similar in action, quite equal in 
workmanship, having the ferrules perfectly tight, and tapered with bell-shaped 
mouths ; but it is scarcely so powerful for switching, which cast is indis- 
pensable 

Mr. Mallock’s collection, in my humble opinion should take the third 
henours. This pattern is decidedly the best for overhand casting, 

Mr. Aldred exhibits a 16 {t. three-piece cane salmon rod, which answers every 
purpose for small rivers. May I add he has enjoyed a well-merited reputation, 
extending over several years, emanating from experienced anglers for this 
speciality, and the late Emperor Napoleon honoured Mr. Aldred with a hand~ 
some present for this efficient rod ? 

Icannot but regret that this, and other rods, not falling within the jurors’ 
imposed limit of 17ft. to 18ft. rods, were not considered eligible for 
competition, 

Some other rods were exhibited with cane in the upper joints, and having 
ash in the butt. I hold this to be the worst ‘‘ mixture,’’ as the former is very 
rapid in its return, while ash is exactly the contrary, and although the work- 
manship was good, I found on trial the combination acted so badly that I con- 
sider these rods are unworthy of notic>. 

Some of Mr, Forrest’s exhibited rods have also a ‘‘ mixture,’’ though hickory 
is considerably preferable to ash. He has, however, one magnificent 19 ft. rod 
for overhand casting. The majority of jurors certainly attached importance 
only to this mode of casting, and failed to see the desirability of presenting a fly 
in any othér fashion. Under this principle I suggest again that some of the best 
pools which are sheltered must be passed by. Ziis 19 ft. rod, however, should 
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not have been noticed, because it was decided to award the prize only by 
judging 17ft.and 18 ft. rods. ‘x 

The Gold Medal for Salmon Reds has been awarded to this exhibiter ; but as 
against this decision 1 beg respectfully to offer the most emphatic protest. 
Good as Mr. Forrest's exhibited rods may be, they are not the best either for 
excellence of manufacture, finish, or capability. 

Mr. Hardy’s 18 feet 6»piece split-cane rod is remarkably well balanced, and 
fairly suitable for every cast. Indeed, with upright revolving rings, I consider 
it would supersede greenheart or blue mahoe rods for the flip cast—the only 
mode of casting under bushes. This istheonly English exhibitor possessing 
American machinery. 

I believe it to be erroneously stated that split-cane rods will not stand the 
heavy werk brought to bear upon them in salmon fishing; the reason given is 
on account of the glue oozing from the joints in wet weather, and therefore 
leaving them loose afterwards. This is always the case sooner or later with these 
hand-made rods forsalmon. But if eleven years’ experience with them may 
be deemed sufficient, I may say that the Americans, or those made with the 
machinery Mr. Hardy uses for cutting the cane periectly true, appear to obviate 
the defect satisfactorily. 

SALMON FLIES. 


Amateurs retire as usual from receiving money prizes. Onthe preseut, as 
on forme: occasions, their flies are fixed ininclosed cases. In order to make 
tbis matter perfectly clear, I may say that Ihave hadthe honour of winning, 
under this system of exhibiting, the first prizes with a diploma at past Exhi- 
bitions. 

I have been informed it was the unanimous opinion of the jurors to decide 
then upon the evenly-tapered bodies in tinsel, silk, and seal’s fur combined, 
witha happy mixture in the wings of colour and fibre correctly adjusted—that 
they discarded many exhibits because of unevenly balanced wings, especially 
those with bulky heads, which would assuredly skirt the water when in 
use. 

Tam of cpinion, after 39 years’ of interesting work, that it is almost im- 
possible for any angler orjuror to know the patterns suitable for the various 
rivers jn Canada, Norway, Ireland, and Scotland, unless he is capable of making 
them and devising them also. 

I beg to call your attention to one case of flies in an enclosed case, which 
has been unfortunately left unnoticed in the Chairman’s report. 

With great respect, I fee], under these circumstances, bound to advise that this 
exhibit of Major Traherne’s is marvellous in colour and pattern for the river 
Shannon. The workmanship, which, although not faultless in two or three 
instances, is extremely clever and effective, infinite pains having been taken 
to provide for the most gaudy and elaborate requirements. 

These flies are by no means too extravagant, but admirably adapted to the 
river for which most of them were invented by the exhibitor, whose success as 
a salmon angler has frequently been recorded. 

The mode of procedure adopted for this prize almost entirely referred to the 
tightness of the heads. In almost every instance in the inland fisheries the 
wings of salmon flies were twisted over, which requires very little force, if the 
head is as it should be, not more than 1-16th of an inch in length on (my) 
No. 1 hook. I venture to suggest that this mode of judging could not tend to 
give satisfaction in this country where the leading salmon fly_dressers are to be 
found. And further, if these principles were recognised by the professionals 
for the future, we should probably see their productions much too long and 
bulky at the head in order to withstand this unnecessary test. "Would it not 
also be injurious to all amateurs whose exhibits are in inclosed cases, and have 
for that and previous reasoning been disregarded ? 

Tying down a tapered head after the wing is secured is the easiest part to 
accomplish by an experienced hand. 

If under the magnifying glass a fly is found to be correct in all detail from 
the tag to the head, should it not be assumed that the dresser is capable of 
fixing the head sufficiently firm ? 

Trout Furs, 


Having frequently used the flies of the following exhibitors, I beg to offer a 
few practical opinions. Those of Mr. Hardy’s have proved better killers than 
all others. Although I have only used them in four rivers, I hold them to be 
considerably superior to all others. They are, however, three times the price, 
yet cheap in comparison, ‘The indiarubber bodies apparently imitate those of 
the natural insect. 

Mr. Redpath would, in my estimation, come second. 
made with fish scales and answer admirably. 

Mrs. Ogden Smith, who uses the usual or ordinary materials, and is very neat 
in her work, I should place third. 

Mrs. Ogden’s (Ogden & Scotford) are also well made to imitate the natural 
insect with very choice materials. Great attention has been paid to their 
poultry yard; and it will be seen, the red, honey-dun, ,natural blue, grey, 
grizzle, and coch-y-bonddu hackles are very perfect in shape, colour and 
fibre. 

T have referred only to a few exhibitors and a few particulars by way of 
example, desiring to show that my opinions in these, asin other instances, 
would render it impossible for me to concur in the report from the Chairman of 
our Jury. 


The wings here are 


APPENDIX, 


I feel it my duty, although, perhaps, an unpleasant one, to offer a few 
remarks in an appendix with the intention of their being communicated to the 
proper authorities. 

449 Exhibit is deserving of special notice; the workmanship throughout I 
find to be neat and highly finished. This business has been for some time 
under the careful management of a relative of the Exhibitors, who apparently 
understands his position, I found all the ferrules bell-shaped, and perfectly 
firm on the rods, which I am told are made from wood of seven years’ season- 
ing. Excepting gut, every article is manufactured on the premises. I may 
here mention that prize 47 was not awarded. It is, I consider, perhaps the 
most important of all: 

Had the Jury not also determined to withhold Prize 52, Mr. Bernard's 
clever arrangement appeared to me to best fulfil the necessary conditions, 
although there were several not examined deserving of high commendation. 
As this old-established firm was admitted to exhibit and compete I must 
respectfully urge that any irregularity of habit (if such exists) should not have 
been allowed to influence the decisions on the merits of the various works. 

An extraordinary allegation which, if true, would have rendered it impossible 
for me, as a gentleman, to have accepted the office of Juror, brought Mr. 
Farlow (an exhibitor recognised to be the leading metropolitan manufacturer) 
before our Chairman. This allegation I believe to have risen from a misunder- 
standing, but Mr, Farlow’s attendants deemed it necessary to telegraph for 


him. On arrival he was excited, nervous, and naturally aggrieved. I fear this 
incident must unconsciously have damaged his chances of success. His exhibil 
for one of the special prizes was not even examined by the other Jurors. 

It is not too much for me to say his exhibit collectively is one of the ve 
best in the Inland Fisheries. He manufactures his goods. His ree!s are ma 
by a servant of thirty years’ engagement, and I unhesitatingly endorse th 
opinions expressed in the “ied newspaper, that his collection of rods, near 
100, ‘* is the completest in the Exhibition.’’? It will be noted that one prize is 
recommended to him for a brauch of his business to which he has paid b 
little attention, and it is one which I feel assured will be regarded of min 
importance. 

Learnestly hope this splendid exhibit may be entirely reconsidered. 

After an interval of ten days the jurors met to consider the report. The 
Chairman previously desired them to send him any recommendations which 
they considered advisable. A few of these were forwarded, besides several from 
myself, in some or all of which I proposed the wording for the diplomas, 
Unfortunately the chairman omitted to bring mine, and proposed to remedy 
this omission by giving another figure of merit thryuzhout. The Jurors, having 
none of their note-books at hand, were thus compelled to trust entirely to 
memory for that preparation. } 

A new and revised list of exhibitors had been just then putin, and it inc'uded 
some exhibits which had not been inquired into cr examined by us. No - 
further examination, however, was made, and the list was proceeded with He 

A figure of merit was then attributed tosome few of the names whose — 
exhibits we had already examined, no notice whatever being taken of the 
names which were new to us, and when the lis; was only, perhaps, half ex- 
hausted, it was abandoned altogether. | 

Ifthe recommendations in this incomplete document are adopted, either in 
addition to or substitution for any of the former recommendations, it will, I fear, — 
work injustice. In the first alternative, by giving more to some exhibitors who — 
are mentioned in another report, than the merit of their exhibits, in relation to 
that of others, warrants: andin the second alternative, taking from some 
exhibitors the reward that had already been adjudged to them by the Jury and 
substituting an inferior one. 

For instance, under the former list, Mr. Anderson would be found to be 
recommended for a gold medal, [ presume, his figure of merit being therein - 
marked as 1; while under this incomplete list he would be entitled to a 
bronze medal only, his figure of merit being therein marked as 3. 

In the same way Mr. Basil Field’s figure of metit stands in 
first lish 2, representing a silver medal; whilst in the last it stands 
as 3, representing a bronze one. And here I may (by way 
of parenthesis, as I have not mentioned it in my report), say 
that in judging of this exhibit, some of the Jury suggested that an inferior order 
of merit to that originally recommended (I called attention to my notes here) 
should be awarded because Mr. Field was not in the trade, and could not 
therefore undertake to supply these excellentcans to the public. But would 
not such reasoning as this seriously affect all amateur exhibitors? Iam 
informed this gentleman did not patent this article, and, indeed, exhibited it 
because he thought it would be of great use to the multitude of the poorer — 
class of anglers who cannot afford the expensive amusement of Salmon and 
Trout Fishing, and principally practice liv2-bait fishing, and tha‘ he is prepared — 
to give every assistance to the trade in its production. | 

Again, this arrangement, which I very much objected to as a means of 
overcoming the difficulty in the absence of my recommendations, admitted of 
no provision whatever tor several exhibitors mentioned in my lists which I 
sent to the Chairman, and which Iam convinced should have been recom- 
mended to you. a 

Forinstance, Mr. W. Wells Ridley’s Salmon Lines (tapered), after a 
careful and preliminary examination by the Jurors, were pronounced to be 
exceedingly superior—so much so, that two of the Jurors immediately ordered 
some for their own individual use. This, however, was before the extraor- 
dinary test business referred to in my last report with the Steelyard. 

J had also other special mentions, viz., Mr. Noble’s exhibit, &c., &c., &c. 

If desired, I have the clearest possible reasoning for the mode of procedure — 
unfortunately alluded to in the Chairman’s report as an ‘‘ anomalous proceed- ; 
ing ’’ regarding the misapplication of figures, which referred to myself, 

I have endeavoured to adhere as closely as possible to important facts, and 
have studied to avoid all theoretical expositions upon the subjects I select. I 
write candidly and without reservation all that I believe to be of value from 
personal observations, and which I hope may be considered with a view to 
avert unintentional injustice to the exhibitors inthe Inland Fisheries Depart- 
ment, and unfortunately I feelit my bounden duty to say that, were the 
recommendations contained in the Chairman’s report carried out in their 
integrity, the Fishing Tackle Trade of this country would, in my opinion, 
receive a blow hardly to be remedied, and never to be forgotten. 
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CLEARING OF A WELSH RIVER.—CHEERING PROSPRCTS.—There is good 
news from Cardiganshire, in the neighbourhood of Aberystwyth. There is 
every prospect of the inhabitants of that town (and the numerous visitors who 
frequent that part of the Principality during the summer and autumn months 
of the year) being able ere long to indulge in the favourite sport of freshwater 
angling. It is reported on good authority that the Rhiedol is now entirely free 
from lead pollution, This stream and the Ystwyth has been considered for 
a long time to be too near the mines to be of much use to the angler, who, if he 
wished to indulge in his favourite sport from Aberystwyth, must journey twelve 
to twenty miles, either to the Dovey or its tributary, tha Llyfnant. Fish, we 
are informed, have once more begun to occupy the clear and limpid waters of 
the Rhiedol. It is given out that a local enthusiast living in the town o 
Aberystwyth is about stocking the river with salmon, which would be a bless- 
ing to anglers and attract many to the neighbourhood. Should the latter 
statement be too good to be true, itis comforting to bear in mind that the lead 
nuisance being abolished, the river will soon stock itself. 










CASSELL’s ‘SATURDAY JOURNAL.’’—It is generally a safe plan not to prophes :] 
unless you know, but in the case of this new venture in the journalistic oud s 
we think it only requires a very ordinary amount of prescience to be able to say 
that it must succeed. Messrs. Cassell have hit on a good title—no slight aid 
to success—and they give for one penny sixteen pages of solid reading matter. 
The reading is varied in character in such a way that nomember of the family _ 
can take up the Saturday Yournal without getting at least one pleasant halt 
hour’s entertainment out of it, : a) GP i : Soa 







f 


- this respect: that I do not give the bait a swing (as I use the self- 
_ cocking float zz rebus angustis where there is not elbow-room 
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A SELF-COCKING FLOAT FOR DACE-FISHING, &c. 


AMONGST the many pleasant acquaintances which I made during my 
stay in London was that of Mr. R. W. Hobden. 
by rail to the Welsh Harp for the International Angling Tournament, 
and having soon found out that both of us belong to the angling 
fraternity we at once engaged in a chat on matters piscatorial. I 
was giving Mr. Hobden an account of angling as it is practised in 
Russia generally, and, speaking of dace, mentioned a self-cocking 
float, which I use, when dace or chub, roach, ide, &c., will not look 
at any bait but a house fly or small grasshopper, and when these baits 
cannot be used with the fly-rod or the blow line. I had only just 
given Mr, Hobden a very vague idea of this style of fishing when we 
arrived at the Welsh Harp, and our pleasant chat was interrupted. 
Now, as I have found this style a very killing one, I think a descrip- 
tion of it may be not altogether uninteresting even to English anglers, 
and therefore will attempt to give it as well as I can. 

In the river Desna, on which I gained most of my experience in 
fishing, there is a stretch of very fine dace water, about a quarter of 
a mile in length. The average run of dace in this part of the river is 
two to the pound, specimens of fully ?1b. being by no means the ex- 
ception. But (there is always a ‘‘ but’? of some kind or other) this 
stretch is very difficult of access for the angler, both banks being 
thickly clad with alders and a thick undergrowth of bushes. The 
spots from which you can make a cast with a shotted bottom tackle 
are few and far between; as to such from which you could cast an 
artificial fly or use the blow-line, there arenone at all. Daping also 
is tabooed, as the big ones keep the middle of the stream, so that you 
can’t get at them without a long rod, which is quite unmanageable, 
thanks to the branches overhanging the water. 

The only way in which I managed to get a few fine dace out of 
this water was bottom-fishing (Nottingham style) after a good rain, 
when the water was discoloured, baiting the hook with a brandling 
or small maiden lob. In that way I often took as much as from 
twelve to eighteen brace of }-pounders in from an hour and a half to 
two hours. But as soon as the water had reassumed its usual limpi- 
dity there was nothing more to be done bottom-fishing. Surface- 
fishing with the natural insect became the only way to entice the wary 
dace, and that was a very ungrateful labour, as after two or three 
hours’ creeping, and a good many hitches and breakages, I hardly 
managed to basket a dozen or so fair fish. 

At last I hit upon the idea of using a self-cocking float, which, 
being sufficiently heavy, would enable me to heave out a sufficient 
length of line without wanting much elbow-room for doing so, and to 
float down my bait in the Nottingham style to a reasonable distance. 
This idea, being carried into practice, gave excellent results, and 
since that time (now some six or seven years ago) I have had plenty 
of opportunities to use the self-cocking float myself, and to recom- 
mend it to brother sportsmen in my own country, by whom it has 
been very warmly approved of. 

This is how such a float is made: Take 
an oval pilot float (as sometimes used in 
live-baiting for pike) 1 to1} inch long, push 
into the hole a small goose-quill that will 
go in quite tight, cut its ends off flush 
with the cork, and plug it witha piece ofa 
feather stem. Now cut out from the 
float a longitudinal sttip, 3-16th or } inch 
in breadth, and in its place inserta strip of 
soft lead, which may be kept in its place 
by means of cobbler’s or white wax. Cut 
off the surplus of lead until the cork floats 
ir. Now youhave something like a leaden 
keel to your float; opposite its (z.e., the 
keel’s) centre bore a small hole in the . 
cork, just large enougik: to allow the quill 
end of a small(say1 inch long) white 
feather from some fowl to be firmly stuck 
intoit. Paint your float the most unobtrusive colour you can hit upon (I 
like a dull green), varnish it with copal varnish, and you are “‘ ready 
for action.” 

The bit of white feather I mentioned above I use as a mark for the 
eye when it begins to get dark; in day-time I do without it except 
when the ripple on the water gets the better of my eyes. 

I generally leave from 3 to 4 feet between the hook and the float. 
The method of casting a tackle with self-cocking float which I gene- 
rally use is that a diagram of which was given in the FISHING 
GAZETTE, November 25, 1882 (from ‘‘Martin’s Float-fishing and 

Trimming in the Nottingham Style”’). 

A Nottingham angler holds the rod in his right hand, and with his 
left takes hold of the line as high up the rod between the rings as he 
can reach, and draws down as much line as he requires. He then 
has some four or five yards of line in his left hand, and with what is 
hanging from the point of the rod he can throw the distance he 
requires, which he does by bringing the rod away from the river at 
about an angle of 45 degrees. He then sends the point of the rod 
smarily over the river, at the same time letting go the line he held in 
his left hand; the line will now go fair and neatly to its destination 
without any tangle or catch. 

Some Nottingham anglers, when they wantrto cast extra long dist- 
ances, draw down two lengths of line from the rod, the rings, of 
course, parting them, and throw in the same way as before. By 
these means, after a little practice, one can throw to nearly any dist- 





_ ance he likes. 


My plan of casting the{tackle with self-cocking: float differs only in 


We were going. 





enough), but take the line just above the bait, and, swinging the rod 
smartly over the river at the same time, let go line and bait. 


BARON P, TCHERKASSOFF, 





A RUSSIAN METHOD OF CASTING A LIVE BAIT 
OVER WEED BEDS. 


A PECULIAR method of casting a live bait over weed beds (or gene- 
rally to a distant spot) has been practised by some of my countrymen, 
and was described last year in the sporting review, ‘ Priroda y 
Octrota” (Nature and Sport), by Mr. Teruchin, It simply consists 
in winding the line with the trace round the float and throwing it by 
hand out to the spot where the bait is required to go. 

I have improved upon this plan in the following “ 
manner :—I use the largest float, of the thin barrel shape, 
with circular grooves cut round it, like the thread of a 
screw. The wire ring, through which the line runs, is 
made not as in ordinary floats, but like the wire ring at 
the end ofa rod top. Having put the float to the depth at 
which I intend to fish and baited the hook (for gorge or 
snap—I prefer the latter), I carefully wind the line round 
the float, beginning at the wire ring. When I come to 
the quill at the other end of the float, I take a turn round 
it with the line, and continue winding it round the float so that 
I may jam the gimp into the cleft of the brass ring close to the bait. 
Then, taking float and bait carefully into the right hand, I bowl it out 
like a cricket-ball. As soon as the float alights upon the water, I 
give the line a sharp jerk so as to release the gimp from the ring, and 
the line unwinds itself quite smoothly if it has been wound round the 
float properly. And this requires a little practice. 

Of course there must be a sufficient quantity of line coiled on the 
bank (or punt), so as not to check the course of the projectile. 

I myself, not being strong, cannot boast of verylong casts. Inever 
went beyond forty-five yards with a 30z. weight (float, bait, and 
sinker). Buta strong man, with a little practice, 1 am sure will be 
able to cast his bait to a much greater distance. 

BARON PAUL TCHERKASSOFF, 
Late Commissioner for the Russian Government 
at the International Fisheries Exhibition. 








A LEITER FROM .MR. REUBEN WOOD. 


“DEAR MR. MARSTON,—I should have written to you before, but I 
have had a great many questions to answer, and some bass-fishing to 
attend to, andso many things to do, that it has kept me from doing many 
things thatl ought to have done. Well, soon after I arrived home, I went 
to Pittsfield, Mass.—200 miles from here—to a pond I stocked with 
bass eight years ago, and caught 25 lb. in one day. I returned home, 
and the next week I went to Skinnyatlas Lake—16 miles away from 
here—and got thirty-six perch, about 1 lb. a-piece, and five small 
bass. Another afternoon I went up to our lake, and got five very fine 
black bass from 2 1b. to 3 lb. each, in an hour or so. So, you see, I 
have been doing a little fishing since I got home. Oh, by the way, [ 
forgot to tell you when I got back from England if was five o’clock in 
the morning; and I found the front of my house decorated with flags 
from top to bottom, and a great old time in store for me. 
‘Kind regards to all English friends. 
“Yours cordially, 


so Syracuse, NoYes, Uss.A.” ‘* REUBEN WOOD. 








STANDARD COLOURS FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF 
SALMON FLIES. 


We understand that the subject of ‘* Standard Colours for the Manu- 
facture of Salmon Flies’? has met with considerable support. Several 
influential anglers have approved of it, as well as the whole of the 
exhibitors in the ‘‘ Inland Fisheries.” 

As some misunderstanding upon this subject is likely to accrue on 
account of the name of the promoter of this useful undertaking being 
originally printed upon an exhibit of seals’ fur at the Fisheries, it may 
be as well to state that it was understood the exhibitor would 
provide a case of seals’ fur, zamzed and dyed, to match the carefully- 
selected patterns sent to him, and that under this promise he obtained 
permission to make use of Mr. Kelson’s name. ‘his exhibit, perfect 
as it may be, does not answer the purpose for which it was intended. 

Unfortunately, illness overtook the manufacturer, and he was, con- 
sequently, unable at the last moment to carry out Mr, Kelson’s 
instructions. He therefore, very properly, wrote to this gentleman 
explaining this, and begged him to erase his name from the card 
above the exhibit. 

These intended colours, properly named, will be of great service to 
fishermen and to the trade, and will in no way interfere with the 
latter keeping their numberless other shades to suit the fancies of 
some of their customers. 





NUMBERS OF VISITORS TO THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION.— 
The number of visitors on Saturday last was 56,422, making a total 
for last week of 166,162, The total number from the opening of 
the Exhibition has been 2,368,143. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Arnold, roach and dace, 2 1b. 4 oz.; Mr. Partrick, roach, 4 lb. 12 02. ; 
Mr. Binks, jack, 2b. 15 oz ; Mr. Taylor, roach, 1 Ib. 15 oz., chub, 1 lb. 5 
ov.; Mr. Dwelley, roach and dace, 1 1b. 4 0z.; Mr. Bryant, roach, 1 1b. 9 oz. 
On Monday,-November 19'h a smoking concert will be held in the club room 
in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society.—J. W ORLEDGS, 





ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Ninteen members of the above society cempeted for three prizes at Kingston 
Roving, on October 21st., the folloaing being the successful competitors : Mr. 
H. Acott, first; Mr. A. Glass, second; Mr. J. H. Davis ; third; the follow- 
ing also had fish—Messrs. Roker, J. H. Powell, O. Caniels, A. Shakel, D. 
Liston. Mr. Thomas Bowling, roach and bream, 3 lb. from Pu boro,—D. 
Davis, sec. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 10s * 
annual subscription from Mr. W. Snook, Good Intent Angling Society.—R. 
GHURNRY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members of this club fish a match at Windsor on October 28th, for three 
prizes presented by Messrs. Burgess, Edwards, and Sampson. The on'y 
members who weighed in on October 21st were Mr, H. Payne, Mr. G. Mum- 
ford, and Mr, T. smith. ~A. SAMpson, hen. s c, 





BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION 
Our members tured out on the 2Ist for a day at the gentle art, a competi- 
tion taking place at Barcombe. The water, afrer so much rain, was against 
the skill of the angler. The majority tried for pike, seeing the state of the 
rivers, but nothing of any size was taken. Mr J. Page. was returned the 
winner of first prize, Mr. 1H. Inman (who seems invincible) taking second; the 
third fell to Mr. A. H. Dolton, also weighing in reach. I regret to say that 
our esteemed and genial hon. secretary, Mr. H. Spink, has been compelled, 
through business engagements, to resign his office, the duties of which he has 

carried out with no small amount of satisfaction. —PisCAToR. 








CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st we hada very poor show of fish, only two weighing in—Mr. 
Nitz, one bream, 2 lb., from Pulborough; and Mr Castell, roach and gudgeon 
from the Stort. Several members fished the Lea, but were not successful.— 
Cas. 

CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report the following members weighed in fish:—On Oct. roth, 
Mr. E. Wilson, 12 lb. 10 oz. of nice roach ; and Mr. J C. Speed, 3 lb. 7 oz. 
of roach end dace. On Oct. 14th, Mr. R. Banfield, 4 1b. 8 oz of roach and 
dace ; Mr. W. Maslin, 2 lb. 3 0z. of roach and dace. Oct. 21st, Mr. R. Bans 
field, 7 $b. 7 oz. of roach and dace; Mr. W. Maslin, 5 lb. 11 oz, of roach and 
dace. The next prizes, present: d by Messrs. Speed and Adams, will be fished 
for frcm the 25th to 31st, all fish to weigh, one day only.—HE. Wiuson, sec. 





CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 

A few members of the above society were out on Oct. 2tIst, Messrs. Wells 
and Jelliman having the greatest tekes. On Oct. 28th, Mr. Turner's prize 
will be fished for, the gross weight of fish to win. The season of this club 
commenced on Monday last, Uct. 22nd, and the general meeting of that 
date is adjourned until Monday, Oct. 29th.—J. W. Power, sec. 

COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Many of the members of this society visited Windsor and its neighbourhood 
on the 21st inss., with the idea of having some good sport, but they were mos' ly 
disappointed, as with the exception of a few small fish the day was a blank. 
Mr. Stead caught the only fish worthy of mention, which was a chub a little 
over 1 lb. The scciety’s 2nd club match of the season will take p!ace Nov. 
4th. —C. REEVES, sec. 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of the members of this society have lately had some very good takes 
of fish, notably Messrs. S. Parsons, A. Gordon, and F. A. West. The anni- 
versary supper of the society was held on Thursday, the 18th inst, but owing 
to the absence from home of many members, the attendance was small. We 
were, however, I am pleased to add, favoured with the company of several 
members of our neighbouring club, viz., The Acton Piscatorial Society, one of 
whom, Mr. Bocking, kindly filled the vice-chair, facing Mr. F. A. West, cur 
Chairman. After the removal of the cloth, the remainder of the evening was 
spent in a most conyivial manner. The usual toasts were proposed and re- 
sponded to, interspersed with some excellent songs, well rendered by Messrs. 
S. Parsons, G. Parsons, G. Tredgett, A. Gordon, H. Luff, J. Parsons, F. A. 
West, A. Parsons, and J. Gillies, of this society, and Messrs. Bocking, 
Haynes, and the Brothers Eydmann, of the Acton Society. The supper was 
served by the worthy host, Mr. J. J. Parkes, in his usual well known style.— 
J. G. LE Grys, hon. sec. 

FRIENDLY ANGLERS’ SOCIETY. 

As some evidence of the high character of the Friendly Anglers’ Society, 
which has been so successful at the Great International Fisheries’ Exhibition of 
1883, by not only securing a gold medal for its collection of stuffed specimens 
of fish, but the special prize of £20 for the best club exhibit, the list of prizes for 
the present season, contributed by the members, will bear comparison with any 
other angling society in London. The members of this old-established society 
have subscribed no less a sum than £98 4s. 6d. for prizes, and it is a rule with 
the club that ‘‘all prizes to be paid in before 30th November, 1883, won or 
not,’’ and there is this condition—that no member can take more than three 
prizes. The amount of £98 qs. 6d. is divided as follows :—Four prizes for 
trout, amounting to £16 $s. 6d. ; seven for jack, £21; two for perch, £3 13s. 6d.; 
seven for roach, £14 14s.; three for dace, £5 5s. ; three for chub, 45 5s.; 
one for carp, Ios. 6d.; one for grayling, £1 Is.; two for bream, £1 IIs. 6d. ; 
one for tench, Ios, 6d.; five for barbel, £9 19s, 6d.; a summer outing, 
Z#ll os, 6d.; a Wednesday’s outing in September, £7 7s.; specified days, 
Z#l ts. Lhe society’s prizes are—gross weight of the year, £1 11s. 6d., and 
three prizes of Jos. 6d. each for the best specimens; the total list being 
#102 7s, 6d. Amongst these prizes there is a special one for trout of 
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’ to, after which the evening was spent in song, anecdote, and sentiment. 


“Oct. 27, 1883 

















410 tos. for the greatest number taken with the fly of 2 1b. and over; and 
another of £9 9s. for a pike not less than 181b. The Friendly Anglers’ Societ 
does not aim at obtaining a large body of members, but restricts itself as to 
numbers, and there are always plenty ready to fill up any vacancies that may 
occur. Its headquarters at the A!bion Tavern, Albion Street, Hyde Park, a 2 
commodious, handsome and comfortable, and the designation of being 
“‘ Friendly” has atways been sustained by the society. Mr. C. M. Le Good 
has for many years energetically filled the office of honorary secretary, and 
Mr. Paine has long occupied the position of treasurer. The members are 
practical and successful anglers; Mr. Emanuel and Mr. Hoblyn specially dis- 
tinguishing themselves amongst the trout, and Mr. R. L. Pugh amongst ths 
Thames trout and perch, the. gross weight made by the latter gentleman last 
sesson being over 1 0001b. There are two dinners each year—one in the club 
room, the annval dinner, where Mr. King, the proprietor of the hostelry, ca’ers 
with so much satisfaction ; and the other as the summer dinner at Mrs. God= 
dard’s, the New Inn, Etoa, which is always looked forward to with special 
interest, as it is not only one of great enjoyment, but the catering of Meg, 
Goddard, who is her own chef, has sustained such a high reputation. Alto- 
gether the scciety is well deserving of the high honours it has obtained in the 
World's Exhibition of 1883.—B. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The following members weizhed-in roach from the Thame: :—Messrs. Young, 
J Fitch, C. Waver, and J. Watling ; Mr. Baker, roach, Amberley; Messrs. 
Theobaljand Parkin some fine roach, one fish, r lb. 1} oz ; Mr. King, dice, 
5b. 2 0z, Mr. J. K. Fitch, five fine dace, weighing 2 lb. 15 oz, on? fish 
12 oz.—J. Friern. 





~ ] 
GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCiETY. } 
At the weekly meeting on Monday it was resolved that the chief inhabitants” 
of the town be waited upon by a deputation of the Finance Committee acting 
for the Defence Fund in the case of Heigham Sounds. A. Nuthall, Hsq., a_ 
well-known piscator of the Thames, being also a member of the society, has 
also consented to act as a Finance member for London, and being present in 
Yarmouth for a few weeks will be only too glad to give a practical i lustration - 
cf what this society has undertaken to do, The FisHina GAzerre has kindly 
forwarded us one guinea, and I hope all societies and gentlemen that have 
been applied to will at once follow this example, as we are-now anxious to 
know if we shall be abie to raise sufficient funds to carry us through successfully, 
—J. LArx, hon. sec. a 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. j , 
The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesdav evening at 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street ; Mr. Young in 


the chair, The minutes of the previous mzeting were read and approved as 
correct. Mr. Graham Bennett weighed ina roach of 13 oz, caught at Chis- 


wick on the 22nd instant. Mr. Ge rge Kent was unanimous}y elected a 
member of the society. The secietary read a notice from the Interoational 
Fisheries’ Exhibition, stating that the society had been awarded a silver medal 
for their exhibits. Mr. Field r2ported the steps which he and Mr. Godwin were 
taking to procure a private fishery for the society, and Dr. Bruaten called the 
attention of the committee to another piece of water. The remainder of the 
evening was devoted to music, On Tuesday week. 7th November, a paper will 
be read, the subject will be announced in next report.—H. 


Thursday, the 18 h, was the second d.y’s competition for prizes presented b 
Mr. Green, and several of our members were out. Mr. Smith took the firs’ 
prize, with 3 lb. 53 0z. roach and dace, the heaviest roach weighing 153 0 
The second prize was not taken, and Mr. Allder weighed in 2 lb. of roach an¢ 
dace from Hammersmith for the Kew and Putney Bridge Prize 
ARGUS. ee 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The shows of fish have not been numerous this week. Messrs. Bass an 
Butt had roach on the 21stinst. Mr. W. Wilshire has again been amongst 
the large dace, having some beauties weighing over #1b each. Mr. G. Rol 
had some handsome roach on Wednesday. Amongst the business on last 
meeting night was the following proposition: —Proposed by Mr. F. A. Haw- 
thora, seconded by Mr. W H. Hawkes, ‘‘that a vote of thanks to Mr. G 
Manning be recerded on the minutes of the society for his perseverance in 
obtaining the necessary alterations in the rules of the Fisheries Society, whereby 
that society is now enabled to devote a portion of its funds for stocking the 
river Lea, and such other waters under their control, with stock fish as from 
time to time be required.” Carried unanimously, Iam pleased to inform the 
members that our society has been awarded a silver medal for the collection at 
the Fisheries Exhibition.—H. B. 4 


JUNIOR PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual dinner and fishing contest took place on October 18th. The 
prizes were for the heaviest weight of fish taken between Moulsey and Sunbuty 
Locks on that day. Eighteen members competed; the winner being Mr. Wil 
liam Pacy, with 11 lb. 60z. ofroach; second, Mr. A. Hewett, with 5 1b. 107 
ofroach, dace, and gudgeon; third, Mr. Mr. H. Hewett, with 4 lb. 2} 0z. of 
roach. After the weighing-in came the dinner, held at the Duke ot Com 


wall, South Island Place, Clapham Road, consisting of fish, poultry, and joints 
The usual toasts were given, and too much praise cannot be recorded in fayour 
of Mr. J. Pearce for singing and playing, and Mr. F. McCall Chambers, who 
kept us in roars of laughter with his comic singing. Other of our membe 
sang, and all enjoyed themselves. Our weighing-in still very good from thi 
Thames. Mr. A. Hewett, fishing at Hampton on October 16th, one barbel, 
3 lb. 2.0z.; thirty-three roach, 14 lb, 3 oz. (very good fish they or dace, 
2 lb. 13 oz.; Mr. A. Hubbard, at Sunbury, October 18th, ten roach, 4 lb. 5 @ 
Mr. Alfred Smith, at Richmond, roach, 41b. 3 oz.; Mr. H. Osborne, ai 
Hampton, roach, 5 lb. 11 0z.; dace, 2 lb. 4 oz.; A. Smith, at Richmond, tw 
roach, 2 lb, 1 oz. ; and F, French, four roach, 2 lb. 3 0z.; dace, 2 1b. 2 02 
and Mr. Arthur Hewett, at Hampton, roach, 0 lb. 4 0z.; dace, 1 lb, 8 02 


Au¥F. H. BISLEY, hon. sec. 
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NORTH BRITONS (LEICESTER) ANGLING SOCIETY. 
On Monday evening the members of the above club held their annual su 
at the York Castle, Northgate-street, Leicester. Mr. Matthews, the hos 
catered in a style which gave geweral satisfaction. When the cloth was re- 
moved, Mr, George Chamberlain was voted to the chair, and the vice-chair wa 
occupied by Mr. Gask. The prizes were distributed to the successful angler 
and votes of thanks to the officers and landlord were duly given and led 


Ocr. 27, 1883] 


NORTH-WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 21st Mr. Stead weighed in roach, Mr. Thorn jack and perch. On 
the 15th inst. Mr. Underwood had another fine take of bream. Members are 
respectfully reminded that half-yearly night falls on Thursday evening, Nov. 8, 
—W. Huiier, sec. : 


NORWICH ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of the above club held their annual dinner at their club house 
the Walnut Shades, on Tuesday evening, 23rd inst., the club room, through 
the kindness of Messrs, Daniels Bros. (the celebrated seedsmen), who kindly 
lent the plants and gave the flowers, and the perfect taste of one of the member, 
(Mr, A. Cox), looked simply charming. The president (Mr. F. G. Diggens) 
occupied the chair, and the vice-president, Mr. C. J. Greene (hen. secretary, Yare 
Preservation Society), the vice-chair, and they were supported by the Sheriff of 
Norwich (S. Newman, Esq.}, J. O: Howard Taylor, Esq., Mr. Councillor 
Matthews, and Messrs. 8. F. Howitt, C. Daniels, G. Daniels, J. B. Pearce, 
FI, B. Powell, T. E Gunn, J. D. Beeston, G. G. Whincop, J. L’Estrange, M. 
J. Bailey, W. Cooper, W. Burrage, O. E. Winter, B. B. Morgan, T. Lord, 
J. Hunt, W. G. Capon, John Womersley, C. Campling, F. Ellingham, W. 
Mace, Professor Day, and R. Moll, &c. The loyal and patr‘otic toasts were 
given by the chair, and responded to cordially, Mr. J. Hunt responding for 
‘The Army. Navy, and Reserve Forces”? ina very neat speech. Mr. John 
Womersley, in eloquent terms, proposed ‘The Health of the Mayor, Sheriffs, 
and Corporation of Norwich.’’? In the course of his remarks he alluded tothe 
sheriffs as one of the most esteemed and honoured citizens of Norwich. (Loud 
applause.) Mr. Sheriff Newman responded in a touching speech (which should 
cause members ofthis club to emulate the speaker’s conduct in life), and aliuded 
slightly to corporation matters. Mr. Councillor $8. Matthews also responded 
in an able and concise manner. Mr. T. Lord, in a few well-chosen words, 
proposed ‘‘The Health of the President,’? and described him as an ardent 
angler. The president (Mr. George Diggens) briefly responded, expressing his 
pleasure at being in the position he found himself that evening. Mr. W. J. 
Bailey proposed ‘‘The Health of the Old Veteran, the Vice-Chairman’’ (Mr. 
C. J. Greene), and in his remarks called him the father of the club. Mr. C. J. 
Greene, in a humorous, but yet practical speech, responded. The Sheriff (3. 
Newman, Esq.), proposed ‘‘ The Norwich Angling Club,” coupling withit the 
name of the hon. secretary (Robert Moll). In doitig which he spoke of the 
art of angling as a social pursuit, tending to make men ‘kinder to each other, 
and altogether better members of society, as they 1 st all their deception and 
tricks in the gentle art. He was extremely glad to couple the name of his friend, 
Mr. Mol!, with the toast. The hon. secretary gave in response a brief outline 
of the working of the society, regarding its monthly meetings, and the papers 
which were from time to time read by its members, and which were of an 
instructive and intellectual character. Amongst tbe club were members of 
special gifts, prominently Mr. T. E. Gunn, whose success at the International 
Fisheries Exibition is not only an honour to the club, but to the whole city ; 
also Mr. F-. Howitt, who had designed and presented to the club an exquisitely« 


* executed menu, which, in the spea‘er’s opinion, could not be excelled in the 


-of which he described Mr. Gunn as the ‘‘Landseer of Taxirdermists, 


kingdom. The chairman next proposed ‘‘ ‘The Health of the cahampion or cup 
winner of the club’’ (Mr. C. Daniels), and of Mr. T. Lord, the fortunate captor 
of the finest roach yet heard of, viz., 31b weight. Messrs. Daniels and Lord re- 
sponded in suitable terms, expressing a hope that the club collection might 
speedily grow to equal some of the London clubs. Mr. C. Daniels gave ‘‘The 
Yare Preservation Society and Local Angling Clubs,’ particularly alluding to 
the importance of the Yare Society, and to the exertions of its hon. secretary, 
to which it mainly owed its success. He coupled with the toast the names of 
Mr. C. J. Greene, Mr. S. F. Howitt (President of the Champion Angling Club), 
and Mr. W. G. Capon (bon. secretary of the Norwich Piscaterial Society). 
Mr. Greene in response, urged upon the members the importance of extending 
the usefulness of the Yare Society, and the desirability of each club in the 
city contributing to itsfunds. Mr. Howitt and Mr. Capon also responded on 
behalf of their respective clubs. The hon. secretary (Mr. R. Moll) gave ‘‘ The 
Promoters of the International Fisheries Exhibition,’’ with which he coupled 
the names of J. O. Howard Taylor, Esq., and Mr. T. E. Guna. ‘The former he 
described as being the originator of the idea of a fisheries exhibition, by sug- 
gesting at the annual meeting of the Yare Society, the formation of a museum 
of fish for Norwich. Of Mr Gunn’s success he felt especially proud, he being a 
member of this club,an esteemed citizen,and Norwich ought to be prvud ef such 
men. Mr. J. O. Howard Taylor responded in a most amusing speech, in.the oes 
” and he 
regarded his skill and triumph as one for the city and county to be prow of, 
as it reflectedthe greatest credit upon our dear old city, whose name he always 
wished to see to the front in all good movements. As hon. secretary of the 
local committee he was pleased to have his name coupled with the toast. Mr. 
T. E. Gunn thanked the members for their kind expression of feeling, and felt 
proud to hear the remarks fall from Mr. Taylor. It was his endeavour to study 
nature, and to portray itin art. ‘The congratulations of his fellow clubbers were 


much appreciated by him. A special vote of thanks was given to Mr. S. F. - 


Howitt for the work of art presented by him, and which will be valued as a 
memento by every member. The host and hostess were thanked for their ex- 
cellent catering ; the Press, the ladies, &c, were ably"proposed and responded 
to, and at a late hour one of the most enjoyable dinners of this old club was 


_ brought to a close by singing the National Anthem.—R. M, 








RODNEY PISCATORIALS: 

On the 14th inst. Messrs. Arnsby, Chantry brothers, Dodd, Marsh, Grant, 
Hotham, and several others competed at Sunbury for the following prizes :— 
Ist, a piece of furniture, value £2 2s. od. (this is the first part of our worthy 
host and hostess’s prize); 2nd a cruetstand, value £1 Is. od., given 
by Mr. Marsh; 3rd, a camp-stool given by Mr. Gold. It was 
decided on this occasion ‘that all members should go to Sunbury and fish 
from the lock, including both sides of the barge cut, and the towing- 

ath up to Walton Bridge. We reached the appointed spot about 10 o’clock. 

r. Marsh gave the signal to commence by firing a “‘marroon,’’ the report 
of which could be heard from one end of the water to the other. We lost no 
time in getting to work, some in the ‘‘ Cut,’ on the meadow side, while others 
made their way up the river towards Walton. Among my party I must say 
that we had plenty of sport, and likewise plenty of fish; but the greatest diffi- 
culty was to catch those that would come up to the society’s standard. At 
5.30 the signal was given to ‘‘ bury the hatchet,’’ and the unintended slaughter 
of ‘‘ Brougham’s Babies’’ was brought to a close. We now retreated to a 
little house on the road to the station, and had some tea, and-await the arrival 
of those members who had gone up the river. At 7 o’clock we started for home, 
which we reached in good time, The following are the names of the prize- 
winners, and those who had fish :—Mr. G, Dodd came Ist with roach, perch, 
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dace, gudgeon, and chub; Mr. W. Marsh, 2nd, roach, dace, and gudgeon; 
Mr. Grant, 3rd, gudgeon; Mr. Arnsby, roach and gudgeon. Messrs. Hotham, 
Chantry, &c., also had fish, but did not weigh in. On the 21st Messrs. Grant 
and Dodd visited Taplow. They managed to get some nice roach and dace. 
Mr. Arnsby, at Ponder’s End, succeeded in getting some good sport among 
roach, perch, dace, and gudgeon. On the 28th all members are invited to 
Taplow. The following prizes are open for competition, according to club 
rules :—Silver watch, ro2eh rod and tackle, jack rod and tackle, set of sauce- 
pans, set of shoe brushes, 2 ]b. of tea, salmon and lobster, and several other 
sma} prizes. First train from Paddington 8.30. A train leaves Farringdon 
Street in time to catch the above train.—Prxtp. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this socizty will compete for the following prizeson 
November the 14th :—/1 Is. od., given by Mr. Gould; £1 ts. od., given by Mr. 
Watson ; 10s. 6d., given by Mr. Dye. The where and how to be decided by 
the members at the next meetiog on Oct. 31st—Prxtn, 


THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The annual supper of the above society was held in the spacious room of 
Ashley’s Hotel, last Monday evening, under the presidency of Mr. Pearce. 
The treasurer, generally called the ‘‘ Father,”? who was supported by Messrs, 
Gillatt, Goodyer, Sachs, Forman, Pattison, H, Gray, the sec , and others, 
After the supper was finished, which reflected great credit’on the management. 
being served in their well known style, the chairman, after the usual loyal 
toasts, proposed that of the society, and after briefly tracing its progress from 
its foundation in October, 1836, congratulated the members on its present 
prosperity as regards its numbers and funds, also the awards that had been at 
various times allotted’ to them; notably, two gold medals by the present 
Fisheries Exhibition, The toast of the kindred societies next followed, coupled 
with the names of Mr. Pugh, the Friendly Anglers, who were congratulated by 
the chair on their winning the prize of £20 for the best club collection, and 
which they honourably deserved; and Dr. Brunton, the Gresham Society, to 
which both gentlemen suitably responded. The toast of ths chair proposed by 
Mr. Goodyer in his usual happy manner, was received and drunk with musical 
henours and Mr. Pearce, in replying, saidthat he was moved at the way in 


> which his heal h was proposed amd drunk, and that he always looked forward 


to their mee’ings when he met his cear children with much pleasure, and 
wished all of them long life and plenty of good fishing. The perch competition 
will take place on Monday, the 5th November, from the Thames only.—J. L. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Tbe members of the ab.ve society fished a peg-down match in the Abbey 
river on the 2Ist for three prizes; but alchough the water was in splendid con- 
dition, the takes were very small. Mr. J. Currans, 1st; H. Tyler, 2nd; J. W. 
Freeman, 3rd. W. Windred weighed in some nice roach from the Thames, 
and as several members are not sa isfied with peg-down matches it is to be 
hoped they will turn their attention to roaming in a given distance of water 
where every member can choose a swim to his liking. Better sport, more fish, 
and I have not the least doubt some very good shows.—W. TYLER. 


WALTONIANS. 
On October 24th. Mr. Rushbrook had two jack from The Harp, largest 
4 1b, 13 oz., the other 2 1b. 13 oz.—A J. MArriorr. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

Messrs. Delehaye, sen. and jun., visited Hounslow on Tuesday week. They 
had some fair sport among perch, roach, dace, and gudgeon. The heaviest 
perch went 1 lb 5 0z., and was taken by Mr. Delehaye, jun. The result of the 
competition on the 25th is as follows :—First, Mr. Delehaye, sen., 11 1b. 
15 0z., roach, dace. and barbel; second, Mr. Boalch, 10 Ib, 80z., roach, 
dace, and barbel; third, Mr. F, Grigg, 5 1b. 5 oz. of chub ; fourth, J. Collias, 
jack from the Medway; fifth, Mr. Gilbert, dace from Datchet. On 
November 8 a paper will be read on ‘‘ Pike Fishing’’ by a member.—PIxik. 


WESTROURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

This society held its weekly meeting on the 23rdinst , Mr. G. Evans occupy: 
ing the chair, when the arrangements for the opea competition to take place on 
the 28th October were completed ; the prizes for sam2 being as follows :— 
First. £3 103.; second, £20s.; third, £1 2s. 6d.; fourth, 19s. 6d. We there- 
fore hope to have a good take of fish to report next week, which have beea 
very few so far this month.—H. T, 

WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 

I beg respectfully to request secretaries who have not remitted cash for 
tickets ordered, to kindly send P.O.O’s. for their accounts, payable to me. at 
Colobrook, Bucks, or Staines, Middlesex. I have sent particulars to each 
society indebted, and shall be so much obliged if attention is given, as lam 
anxious to close the accounts. My present business will not allow of my 
continually sending out bills —T. Hoox. 

P.S.—I trust to be able, in a few days, to announce that a piece of the river 
Cola, hitherto closed against London anglers, wil! be opened on payment of a 
small consideration. Ihave fished itseveral times, and have had grand sport. 
It is well breserved. The only drawback is that itis two miles from this station 
(Wraysbury), but I can arrange for a conveyance there and back for very little 
cost. 





WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Elder had a nice tray of roach from the Lea on the 21st inst. Mr. 
Coleman's prizes for roach and jack, and Mr. Wheeler's gift, of the King’s 
Arms, Waltham, will be fished for from Ordnance Factory to Cheshunt on the 
28th inst. Mr. Haddon’s prize will be fished for on November 4th, a roving 
commission for the giois weight not lessthan 21b. to win.—J. Guyver, sec. 








AN UNtucky FIisHERMAN.—The unluckiest_ man in Georgia lives in White 
county. While fishing in the river ina bateau it capsized and threw him into 
the water. Trying to reach the boat again, his foot caught in a snag. and 
wrenched it, losing at the same time a 20 dollar watch, his hat, a shoe, and the 
boat. He finally reached the shore, and was hobbling across a field, when a 
large ferocious bull started for him, Reaching a tree he.climbed it lively enough 
to escape the bull, but also lively enough to get into a hornets’ nest. The 
hornets objected, and he sprang to another limb, which broke, letting him fall 
to the ground, fracturing his wrist. With the broken branch he kept the bull 
at bay, and managed to escape. All this happened on a Friday.—/orest and 
Stream, 
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RIVER REPORTS. 
TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27. 
4 Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge ee ee ee 11.40 .. oe 12.0 
Putney... te ae ayy vonmelc ROM MasmeRt2a50 
Kew... a ve .. 3, th oe Wag Lonte 
Richmond ,, as «s elas Omir erm. 50 


THE LOWER THAMES. 





GENERAL REMARKS. 


* There has been a great amount of angling at Richmond and Twickenham 
this last week, and some of the takes exceptionally large. With the exception 
of one good catch at Kingston, by John Johnson, sen., the takes in the upper 
reaches have considerably fallen. The water is falling and getting into better 


condition. 
Richmond, 


C. Brown, in four days, 464 1b., roach and dace. Edward Brown, in se 
4 Ib. : ; ven 
atl Io5 lb. roach. H. Wheeler, in seven days, 100 lb. roach and dace, and 
our barbel. H. Mansell, in seven days, 156 lb. good roach. Job Brain, in 
seven days, 98 Ib, good roach. H. Howard, in four days, 56 1b. good roach. 
“a are eet aed some good roach at Richmond. 
mongst the takes of the bank anglers, and weighed in at the Jolly Ang] 
my be mentioned Mr. Webber, 9 Ib. ; Mr. Wesson, seven ahs roid Gab! 
ae ee aie oe eae Sue Mr. Weaver, 6 lb. ; Mr. Tasker, 5 lb. 
3 .; Mr. Bra b.; Mr. Ti ; 3 
sane see necle fehing: y> Mr. Titmouse, 4 lb.; and Mr, Pearson, 
Twickenham. 


Pert Hammerton, in one day, with Mr. Curt, 18 Ib., roach; 

; } y , ; ch; another day 
aH dozen dace. J. Dobbin, in five days, forty-eight dozen roach and tee 
%. Moffatt in one day, 12 1b. roach and dace. John Spong, in two days, 
sixteen and a half dozen roach and dace; in two other days, with Mr. Marsh 
pal irsat a | a half dozen, roach and dace; in two other days, eighteen 
ae and in one day, with Mr. Walker, six dozen, roach and dace. A. 
peat in one day, 14 dozen dace, James Coxen, in day 
123 dace. George Coxen, in one day, 12 Ib., roach and dace : 


and another day, ninety: eight d i 
as aig Slee ace. Samuel Cole, in one day, 36 Ib. good 


Myers, 26 1b., one fish weighin - 
other 1} 1b., caught legering; another day,t19 Ib., and seaee ae ican 
ee. and dace. J. Dunn, fishing for Mr. Miles, of the Queen's "Head. in six 

ays, forty and a half dozen roach and dace: one of the days whilst fishing 
with Messrs. Guyman and Spence, took a trout of 7 inches in length which 
was put back again. Messrs. C. Miles, G. Wright, and G. Walker, in one da : 
caught 50 lb., good roach, and a few dace. Messrs. Miles, Tull, and a iene 
a oe hee 20 lb., roach. Mr. Miles, another day, by himself, five dozen dace. 
aa eteienen forty-four dozen roach and dace. There are plenty of 


Teddington, 


Joseph Baldwin, in three da i 3 
I » in ys, eighteen dozen roach and dace; rank 
Kemp, in two days, six dozen good roach and two barbel, cae eae 


‘ Kingston, 
John Johnson, sep., in one day, fifteen dozen’ roach and dace 
ee, jun., = ny days, seven dozen roach : 
race perch, e bank anglers at Kin i 
5 gston have been getting about fi 
ek Seeder dace per day, with some perch, Babe bren: and cite 
urbiton, about six dozen, and a few good perch, chub, and barbel. 


East Moulsey, 


Thomas Wheeler, in four da i 
yS, sixteen dozen roach and dace, and 
The bank anglers, during the week, thirty dozen roach aa eed ee 


John John- 
and dace, three barbel and ten 


perch, barbel, and chub. William Milbourne says, ‘* The water is a very bad « 


colour since the rain, 


to bite, There are plenty of fish, but it is difficult to get them 
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Hampton, 


James Langshaw, in one day, four dozen roach and éace, and one chub 
Tite bank anglers have got about fourteen dozen roach- and dace during t 
week. : 

Sunbury. — 

Messrs. T. and A. Stroud have registered a total in four days of twenty- five 
dozen roach and dace, eight jack (the largest 6 1b.), nine bream (the largest 
41b.). Messrs. E. Clarke and Sons, in the same time, twenty-five dozen 
roach and dace, four barbel, and ten perch, the largest 1} lb. The bank 
anglers, during the week, forty dozen roach, dace, and perch, and a few 
barbel, bream, and chub. 

Walton, 


R, Walford, one day, two dozen roach and dace, two dozen gudgeon, and a 
jack, 3 lb.; and another day, with Mr. Wood, three dozen roach. George 
Hone, jun., in one day, one dozen roach and a bream 2 1b.3 

The fishing here this last week has not been much, on account of the water 
being rather high, also a strong stream running, which now is getting within 
bounds, J. Hone, two days, seven dozen roach and dace. G. Hone, sen. 
two days, eight dozen roach and dace. Walford, one day, five dozen roach 
and dace, and a jack about 3lb. G. Hone, jun., two days, six dozen roach 
and dace, and four bream.—S. ROSEWELL. 


Halliford. } 
W. S. Rosewell,in one day, seven dozenroach and daceand four bream. G. Rose- 

well, one day, four dozen roach and dace, thirty of the largest weighing 124 1b.; 
another day, four barbel, one roach, and one chub; another day, fifteen 
large roach, one barbel, and a graining, 702, legering; another day, eight 
dozen roach and dace, one bream, and two barbel; another day, four barbel, 
one bream, and two fine roach; another day, six barbel, three roach, and some 
dace; and another day, three barbel and six dozen roach and dace. ‘ 


Shepperton, 
« David Hackett, in one day, three jack. J. Smeath, six dozen roach and 
dace; and H. Purdue, five dozen roach and dace. 

F. Purdue, fishing with Mr. Brimeur, on the 21st inst , one jack, 2]b. Bank 
anglers, on the same day, above Shepperton Lock, some very good takes in the - 
back waters—roach, tench, and bream. Water very thick and dirty. Wind 
south-west.—F. PURDUE. : i 


ee ie: 


i 


: 


Chertsey, 

James Haslett, one day, two bream, four barbel, and some fine roach, 
averaging I lb.each; in three other days, four bream, two chub, three perch, — 
and four dozen large roach, legering. James Haslett, jun, in one day, one 
barbel and some fine roach; another day, a chub of 2 lb.; and another day, ~ 


with Mr. Roake, one barbel. ‘ 4 
Staines, 

There has been nothing doing worth reporting. . 
Cookham. | 


Mr. A. W. Thomas and brother members of the Gresham Club, one day last 
week, fishing with E. Godden, of Cookham, took some very nice roach, one 
mong them weighing 1 1b. 10 oz., weight altogether 1) 1b, —E. GoDDEN. 





UPPER THAMES, : 


q 
The river has been suffering from a sudden flush, but is now gradually toning ~ 
down to a good colour. Rozch are coming well on the feed; Mr. Brooksbank 
getting some numbers in the Hurley district. At Henley, Mr. C. D, John- 
son has taken seven jack, the best going 7 1b.; Mr. Askew, five jack, best 53 lb. 
Tom Street, Bob Young, and Arlett have been doing well in the Medmenham — 
district; and Messrs. Gherkie, Berger, Son, and Co., fair takes of roach in the { 
Hurley water. At Marlow, Mr. Barnes has been grandly oa the roach—one 
take of 30lb., had in three hours with two rods, being an excellent perform- 
ance. ‘Thames fishermen, high and low, have lost an old friend in the death of 
Miss Compere, the respected landlady of the of the Complete Angler, Great 
Marlow. Boating and river men, frequenters of the Upper Thames, will miss 
the kindly face and welcome of this well-known lady. At Cookham, three 
takes of roazh have been had of 20 lb., 24 1b., and 26 lb. respectively. Thurs- — 
day evening.—Water hourly improving in colour, Roach, jack, and pecch 
should now be on the feed.—MARLOW Buzz. ; 


Wraysbury. 

Water not first-rate colour, and I am afraid big bags will be scarce uatila 
good flood takes the rubbish away. Anyone being liberal with lob- worms may 
secure a good sample of roach, barbel, and chub, in the eddies and on the edge 
of the stream, outside. Gentles not much use while the water is present 
colour, It is fining down rapidly ;. and, if we get no more rain, if will be right 
by the 28th inst. so far as the colour is concerned, 
Goring, 

Water now a little thick, but in good order for roach and perch. Roach 
have been taking very well; gudgeon biting well; if it keeps fine, will do for 
jack by the end of the week. Prospects at present look bad for the next few 


days.—JOHN RusH, 
Oxford, 


At the moment of writing a fine, misty rain is falling, the f.rerunner of 
dirtier days in store, and a sample of the usual weather which sets in with th 
advent of Michaelmas term. On the morning of the 21st and on the 23rd the 
river was settling into a good fishable condition, but on the 24th a rise 0 
six inches had taken place during the night, and on the 25th the water cam 
down very thickly. Sport has, consequently, been of a very poor order—t 
best bags having been made on the Cherwell, by Mr, Thurland and Sergeant 
Bricknell, on Monday and Wednesday, their catch in the two days consisting 0 
thirteen bream, most of which went 4 1b., the largest fish turning the scale at 
tlb.; thirty-eight roach; and one jack of 21b., the latter, it is worthy 0 
remark, being taken on fine roaching tackle, Mr. T. Spreckley, the President o! 
the T.A.P.S., in addition to his handsome offer of £10, has writte 
to Mr. Kelson, the hon. sec. of the Oxford Angling Society, to intix 
mate his wish of becoming an annaal subscriber of £1 1s. Mr. Spreckley is 
very pleased at the efforts which are being made to preserve the fisheries, and 
hope, before long, to find some of the more influential residents of the city 
adding their donation to the good work.—MzpLry Trout, 

















Bt: 


_ get out of the harbour. 
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Ancholme District. : 


The water is still very turbid, and but little fishing has been done during the 
week. A match took place at Brigg on Saturday last, and the results were 
better than one expected from the unfavourable state of the water. The 
nights are becoming cold, and the temperature of the water is much lower,: 


- Prospects will, I opine, brighten a little after the leaves have fallen, and the 


advent of frosty weather.—THomas Forpb, Caistor. 


Bure (Norwich). 

One member of the Norwich Angling Club wasat Horning Ferry a few days 
since, and, succeeded in landing ten nice jack, trailing a spoon from the boat. 
Fishing down from Wroxham to the mouth with a spoon should now 
be very successful. Three stones of roach and flats were caught in a few hours 
with two rods at Wroxham the other day. Sport should now be good.— 


RopertT Mott. 
Chichester. 


Another poor week's sport has to be chronicled from this locality. Nothing 
noteworthy has been done in the Canal, the weather being as a:ule unfavour- 
able. The water at Selham is fining down. A few good roach were takenon 
Wednesday by Mr. Young, some small pike being recorded early in the week. 
With a few days’ fine weather Selham will repay a visit. Pike are plentiful.— 
G. F. SALTER. 

Colne. A 

Some nice fish have been taken out of this water this week, roach up to 
1} ]b., and chub. 3 lb., also some decent jack. I saw our ‘Station Master ”’ 
to-day. He tells me he is making arrangements with a friend, to permit 
angiers to fish his (hitherto closed, except by special permit), water for a con- 
sideration. I think, by what he tells me, he will be successful. The water is 
some little distance from this station, but that fact makes it all the more select, 
and no angler objects to a long walk, or short ride, for a good day’s sport. 
I shall be allowed to say more about this next week‘—Roacu. 


Derwent (Chatsworth). 


Weather improving, but the river is stillout of condition, being high and 
much discoloured, owing to the heavy rain of yesterday (Wednesday), but 
previous very little angling had been done, and the few specimens that have 
fallen victims have been secured wtih the worm on the bottom. Should the 
weather continue fine, the river will be in condition for fishing by Tuesday or 
Wednesday'—WaH#aAtsHEAF Horet. 


Dove. 

The river, though still very high, is in fair fishable condition, and chub, bar- 
bel, bream, roach, dace, and grayling have been biting during the week with 
iolerable freedom. Pike, too, are rapidly coming on, and several nice samples 
have fallen victims to the attractions of the heavy Devon. The live minnow 
and gudgeon have also accounted for some good fish. The killing flies for 


. grayling continue to be the red bumble and sky-blue dun, the latter for choice. 


Iam glad to report that the weather seems to be rapidly looking up. We have 
so far had a most wretched October, but itis ‘‘never too late to mend,’’ and 
there is yet time for pleasant angling before the frosts set in—THE SPLODGzER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 


The river has only been in order for salmon-fishing one day this week, on 
Monday, and then was only right in a few places. A good many anglers were 
out, and most of them had sport, more orless. Mr. E. L. Hough killed three 
beauties in the Crosby water. Mr. Muir and Simon Bell, each, three in the 
Warwick Hall Water, and Mr. Robinson Bone, three in the Cargs Water. 
Several anglers had one apiece. Monday night’s rain brought another flood, 
which was kept up by rain on Tuesday and Wednesday nights, so that the 
prospects for the next few days are not brilliant. Luckily we have an extra 
fortnight this year, so there is still a chance of a good wind. up of the season.-~ 
SILVER GREY. 3 

Fen Drains (Boston), 


Down in the fenny country, as in other parts of the district, there has been 
wet and wind, and general discomfort for the angler, if not exactly positive, 
inability to angle. Of one thing we may be certain, the flush through the drains 
will do good. It will awake the last slumbers of Master Jack, and cause him 
to move, and it will remove the last vestiges of weeds that have been a nuisance 
totheangler. There is not much to report in the way ofsport. We are looking 
forward to more settled weather. This day (Thursday) there is an improvement, 
but for how long, it may be asked? Witha quieting downof the elements good 
business should be done.—YE YELLOW BELLY. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea fishing.—For several days the weather was so rough that no boats could 
Monday morning, the sea being a little smoother, 
one boat went out, and had a short drift with their nets. They hauled 200 
herrings and some hake. R. Souch, fisherman, was out for two or three hours, 
and caught seven conger, a skate, and some whiting. The largest conger 
weighed 48 lb. In the evening several boats were out drifting for herrings. 
They hauled some half-maize; others less. They report the prospects to be 
very good if the weather should be fine. There has been some fine fish caught 
from the jetty; on Monday several ling and conger, averaging from 12 to 
16 lb. each. On Tuesday evening Mr. Wood, a gentleman staying here, 
hauled up a conger weighing 37 lb., and E. German one of 12 lb, On Wed- 
nesday afine cod, weighing 161b. Weather at present squally ; wind biowing 
strong from the west with drizzly rain—E. Comer. 


; Lea (Broxbourne). 

Water in good condition for all round fishing, Mr. Davis teok 201b, roach 
last Saturday and a good take yesterday. Four jack rods out yesterday, and 
amongst the takes I saw before three o'clock were two about 81b. each, one 
41b., one 31b., and one about 2}1b. One fish about 7 1b. was lost in landing. 
Weather fine.—J. B. 

Lea (Rye House), 

The water is in good order, and there have been some good fish taken. On 

the 21st, Mr. Wood bagged some nice perch out of Forty Guinea Water, 


-and a gentleman got a nice show of roach from Black Pool.—Wz1L1IAM 


CowWELL. ; 
Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


The roach are not feeding, although the water is in very fine condition. The 
perch fishermen have fared much better, There have been some very remarkable 
takes ; several smalljack. Mr, Trimmer took one on Tuesday, just on 4 lb, 


A little extra run of water would do alot of good for the roach fishermen just 
now, for the water is getting very bright again to-day (Thursday.) Pencil. 


Lea (Ware). 


The water here is in first-rate order, just a nice colour showing itself, 
owing to the rains we have had during the week; weather mild, but the winds 
have been rather rough. Some nice jack have been taken at the end of the 
Brickfield, one taken by Mr. King, of Hertford, going6 lb. The Burgesses 
of Hertford are going in for their rights, as they have had a meeting to-day, 
and netted the water from Engine House round to the Tunnel that goes under 
the railway to join the New River. All the fish were returned, it only being 
done to claim the right of fishing. ‘This is real jam, for there is no mistake 
about it being full of fish. I will let you know more particularsnext week.— 
Prvz CLay. 

Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Since my last report there has been no fly-fishing in these rivers in conse- 
quence of the waters being high and coloured. These streams, however, are 
falling rapidly and clearing themselves as they fall, and in a very few days they 
will both be ready for fly-fishing. There has been some little execution done 
with the worm. At Eardisland some good fish have been taken with the red 
worm. This is a fayourite spot for local anglers. A gentleman fishing on 
Wednesday, near the railway station, only caught a few rough fish. On Mon- 
day, a gent visiting the Lugg, caught some very fine fish, grayling, with the 
worms. There has some few fish been caught inthe Pinsley with a similar 
bait (the worm). On Saturday a gentleman tried his luck in the Arrow, and 
landed 8 or 9 good fish. Fishing the Ivington water was almost a failure, only 
a few fish being caught. Up the Aymestry district nothing going on. SiaceI 
last wrote there has been no fishing with the cleaching nets in this district. 
Weather unfavourable for angling. —Gwynne. 


Medway (Tonbridge) 
The river is not fined down yet, and very little if anything has been done in 
the angling world during the week. It will take some days for the water to 
fine down properly.—_Yu Mepway WATER Rat. 


Ness (Inverress)- 


The rod fishing on the Ness was brought to a close fur the season on 
Monday, the 8th inst., without exception it has been the most satisfactory 
season that anglers have experienced for years. In all some 700 fish of various 
sizes and weights were landed, and when it is borne in mind that a stretch of 
only four miles of the river is suitable for rod-fishing, it will be seen at once that 
the fishing was most productive. The following are the takes of fish for the 
season on the Holm Water: Mr. Alfred Denison in two months landed 155 
fish; Mr. F. Walker, on the Ness Castle Water, landed over 170 fish . 
Mr. H. W. Millbank, on the Duncan Water, had over Ioo fish; Mr. R. T. 
Pattison landed, on the Lower Water, 47 fish; Col. Boulderson and Mr. Coxon 
killed, together, 45 fish; and Mr. Hollins, on the Laggan Pool, had 25 fish. 
During the season every eighth day is a free day, and on these days, which 
were largely taken advantage of, it is estimated that in all about 60 fish were 
landed.—D, Watson. 

Ouse and Ivel (Blunham), 


We are pleased to state the rivers are still in excellent condition. Sport very 
good with pike, nine being taken to-day before lunch, weighing from 5 lb. to 
glb.—S. E. 

Ouse (Littleport). 

The fishing on the whole has been very good for roach since last report. But 
one thing I cannot understand. Though theriver is well stocked with pike, 
and you seethem feeding all over the river, yet fishing with the finest of 
ackle and best of baits, there seems no earthly chance of getting them on. I 
can only acco unt for it in this way, there is so much food for them, and it is so 
easy to get at. Pike in this water, though they are not caught over 12 lb., are 
more like salmon than Pike. The following is alist of the roach anglers and 
their takes: October 18th, Mr. W. Rowton, Cambridge, 841b. roach; Mr: 
T. Hunnybun, Cambridge, 9 lb., which I consider good as it was an open 
question whether the roach came out or the anglers went in, owing to theigale 
that was b'owing; October 19th, Messrs. W. L. Agger and Wallington, Cam- 
bridge, 18 1b. good roach; Mr. R. Hills, Cambridge, 11 1b. roach, a picture, 
in twoand a half hours; Mr. W. Purchas, Secretary, Cambridge and Ely 
Angling Society, 7 1b. in same time, also a picture. Oct. 2oth, Mr. W. 
Brewster, Cambridge, 13 lb., Mr. D. Thomas, Littleport, to lb., and Mr. J. 
George, Cambridge, 7 Ib. roach. Oct. 21st. Agrandday. Mr. W. Brewster, 
Cambridge, a splendid lot of roach whicn I was unable to weigh ia, our lot on 
my steelyards going 25 lb., and had no time to divide. I laid them at con- 
siderably over 30 lb., and am informed they weighed 38 lb. which I can quite 
believe. Mr. W. L. A., Cambridge, 20 lb. in 54 hours, myself, 20 lbs. in 
5 hours. Several anglers out, and all did well. Oct 22nd. Fish off feed during 
forenoon. Several anglers out, but nothing worth mentioning done, except in 
the case of Mr. Goodwin, Newmarket, who got among them for 1} hours, 
and took 7 41b. roach, good ones. Oct. 23rd, some good anglers out, but 
very little done until within 4o minutes of dark, when Mr. J. Allen, Little- 
port, took 6 lb, and Mr. J. W. B. Rooker, Cambridge, 43lb. splendid roach. 
Yesterday was an off day, To-day the anglers are doing fairly, but are not up 
to weigh in, CHARLIE SoUTH. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 


The river has this week been in very bad angling condition, and at present 
there seems no prospects of ‘a change, as the weather continues showery. A 
few fish have been taken by bottom fishers, but nothing of any importance. 
T am informed that the Angling Society have elected a very weighty deputa- 
tion to represent them at the coming meeting of the board of conservators. 
The river at present is in bad order.—SEVERN SALMON, 


Taw (North Devon). 


The weather has not been altogether first class lately, bat a day or two in and 
out has been good enough to the rod fishermen, and it will be a year for salmon 
peal long to beremembered. There has to be hung against the year 1883 
‘remarkably good season,’’ and I cannot believe that any one who has gone 
in for fishing thoroughly can record less than 20 peal ([know not how the word 
is spelt, but it being a fish, or name knownhere for a fish up to 51bs., and in 
appearance like a cultured or refined salmon), but the average weight will be 
2i1b. One gent told me he had got over forty for his share. Another told 
me his average was twelve per week. I heard two gentlemen giving their 
numbers: one said ‘‘I have had over one hundred.’’ Another said ‘‘T can 
double that,” and all agree that when the 15th of November arrives, the last 








for fishing, that such a year will not be got for ages to come. I must admit 
it’s possible, and should be one to regret, to have a year with so much wet, 

* which brought the fish up early, and continued s» many weeks. The fish have 
greatly increased in numbers, and it was hoped would have been got at a price 
which could have suited any one ; but the numbers that have left for the French 
market was enormous, two hundred or three hundred per day, and the price at 
the net Is. 2d. per pound. No doubt one would at a distance wish to know 
how they have been got, and it has been said that the correct minnow has at 
last been got at which means weight and make. For years the real Devon was 
made with thin sheets of metal brazed, or even soft soldered, and although 
large, s‘ill unfit for fishing without lead. Just two years ago the old minnow 
was again brought to light, and being made of solid brass, they have now been 
brought back to the original make, and one may say perfected, so that ro lead 
to sink it is needed, and been used in the Nottingham way, it has brought the 
fishing really to the art of minnow fishing in the Nottingham style.—Rusry 
GAME. 


Teme (Ludlow). 

This stream is getting clearer and lower, and all the tributaries are getting 
finer. Bottom- fishing only can be indulged in at present. All fly-fishing has 
had to be put on one side through the state of the waters, and very few anglers 
have cared to vi-it the river’s side. ‘The only bait at present that is of any use 
to the angler until the waters get right is the worm On Tuesday afternoon 
some eight or nine grayling aad some rough fish were caught—a four hours’ 
angling up the Felton waters of the Corve. The best and clearest stream 
perhaps at the present time is the Oney, and a few grayling were landed from 
this stream on Monday. There was nothing in the Clun waters, and the same 
remarx applies to Leintwardine, the Teme is much clearer at the latter place 
than at Ludlow and neighbourhood. There has not been any fishing going on 
in the Letwyche, though the stream is in fair condition for angling. If reports 
speaks true there are but few grayling to be found in this part of the Letwyche, 
but some five miles down the stream there are plenty. The salmon continue to 
come up from the Severn. In the neighbourhood of Ashford some good catches 
of ‘‘rough fish’? have been made. It has been useless fishing with the maggot 
this week: fish wi'l not take it at present.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


This stream is higher than it usually is, and is also ina muddy state, but the 
water is gradually descending and getting clearer daily. There is no chance 
for the angler but in bottom-fiskhing, as the weather and the state of the 
waters has entirely ‘‘ put the extiaguisher ’’ upon fly fishing for this week at 
least. Ihe Kyre isin better condition and lower than last week. The Rea 
is quite neglected. The Letwyche is clear but high, and some grayling have 
been landed here. On Saturday, above the towa, a nice lot of fish averaging 
8 oz. to 1 Ib. each were caught with the worm A gentleman tried the maggot on 
Friday, and caught several good fish with that bait. On Monday, a gentleman 
paid a visit to these waters and caught a considerable number of ‘rough’? 
fish with the worm. Above the Teme Bridge in the deap water, some good 
fish were landed with a similar brit. On Wednesday a nasty rain came down 
most of the day, rendering the riverside anything but an enviable place. The 
wind was in the Sou h, and fishing in the afternoon had to be abandoned.— 
WORCESTER. 

Waveney (Beccles). 

Water in good condition and prospects, better than they have been for some 
time. Although everything has been in the anglers’ favour, very few seem to 
have been out. Mr. T. Rouse, on Saturday last, fifty roach, fair-sized on the 
whole. Several have been out after jack, with one exception ; nothing has 
been done. Mr. C. Cowles, of 37, Broadway, S ratford, who has been staying 
here this week, has been out with George Wright since Monday, and has been 
well in amongst the jack. He has captured eight fish, as follows :—Monday 
two, Tuesday three, Wednesday two, all ranging from 3 to 51b, and to-day 
(Thursday), I have just had the pleasure of seeing (and seeing is believing, Mr. 
Editor), a splendid fish, caugh by the same gentleman, weighing 14 Ib. it did 
my heart good to see it, as it is very rare we get the chance of seeing sucha 
one, although I believe there are plenty to be had. It was captured near the 
Seven Mile Carr with aspoon bait. Two more large fish were hooked. but 
broke away. Two nice perch about $1b. were also captured with gudgeon. 
With reference to my note last wee offering to recommend a good fisherman, 
to save yourreaders any extra trouble, if they will write to meat Balygate 
Street, Beccles, [shall be pleased to give them all information I can as to 
boats, &c, Wind 8.W., very mild, ad general prospects excellent.—C. 


CHASE. 
Witham. 


Storms of rain and wind have again visited the district of Lincolnshire as 
well as adjacent counties, and the river is still in flood and out of condition. 
Of the sport that has taken place there is next to nothing to report, but anglers 
are look.ng forward to the time when things are settled, for the present cold 
nights will cause the pike to move about with more activity. It is also anti- 
cipated that perch will be captured more freely with the live bait or worm. This 
sort of fishing is very successful on the Witham as a rule.—Y. B. 


Wye and Derwent. 

We have had continual rises on these rivers during the past week, owing to 
the great quantity of rain that has fallen. Sport with the bottom on the 
Derwent has been anything but good. Only small quantities of grayling and 
coarse fish have J been killed, chiefly with wasp grubs and maggots for baits. 
To-day, Thursday, we have a very high woodland water on the Derwent. If 
no more rain falls, first class sport cught to be had on the Derwent all next 
week by the bottom fishermen. We shall have no fly-fishing for another 
week or ten days on these rivers worth speaking about. Both rivers sadly too 
ae for some time tocome, Weather still very unsettled.—Grorcz JAmEs 

ATON. 

Yare (Norwich). 

From my enquiries I find that Professor Day has been doing well again this 
week among the roach. The water settled down after my last report and sport 
might have been looked for at all parts, but every night since the 14th, heavy 
rains together with high winds have somewhat “marred the prospect. Jack 
fishing has now set in, in earnest, and if the weather settles, I feel sure some 
capital sport will be had both on the Yare and the latter. I hear of some good 
ones being taken on the Bure, and on the Yare I expect good sport now with 
the spoon or artificial dace. This winter ought to see some fine pike landed, 
as the abolition of drag netting will tend to the advantage of the legitimate 


angler, and he may hope to get a regular pole bender, thanks to the efforts of 
the Yare Preservation Society.—RoBERT Mott. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
J. L. M.—The lines have been already dressed so much we fear you will not 
get Mr. Weeger's dressing to penetrate. It would be only a surface 
dressing, of little use. Try the effect of rubbing alit'le French chalk into 
the line to get rid of the stickiness. Try it on a yard or two to begin wif 
If this does not answer, take off some of the superfluous oil by placing t 
line between blotting-paper under a weight in the oven, and heat it— 
too much, of course; then rub the line well with a bit of Russian tallo 
and you will probably have the best result you can get under the circum. 
stances. 
JoHn DouGLAs.—Soak brass gimp in a solution of bichlorate of platinum, 
mixed in proportion of one part of platinum to fifteen or twenty of water, 
Soak not longer than two or three hours. A quarter of an hour may give 
the colour you want, and do not use the solution stronger than above, or 
the silk will rot. Of course the gimp makers ought to stain the wire before 
they put it on the silk, but some anglers must buy a brand new-looking 
thing, and stained gimp looks like old and soiled stock. You can only get 
free jack fishing worth anything in the Thames (as far as we know), within — 
‘a half-crown fare of London.’? ‘Thanks for the address. wi 
Pike ScaLz Fry.—Certainly Me. McNee, the inventor of the pike-scale flies 
(the on'y reall novelty of value in flies in the exhibition), deserved a silver 
medal at least, but he appears to have been entirely overlooked entirél y, 
and yet Mr. Kelson's opinion of the scale fly will be seen to coincide with 
our own, 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


{ We donothold ourselves responsible foropinions expressed by our Correspondents, — 


r 
~ 





A-PROTEST AGAINST THE AWARDS. ¢ 
Srrk.—May I ask yourkind offices in helping to make it knowa t) exhiitors — 
of fishing tackle at the International Fisheries Exhibition that a protest ag tiast 
the awards of Jury No. 12 lies here for sgnature ?—Lam, &:., 
GEORG HOLDEN (§ licit:r). 
43, Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, W.C. 





THE AWARDS. ; 

Sir —I am quite your way of thinking ve ‘The Fisheries Awards.’’ In one — 
case the jurors have given a money prize fora pair of wading trousers with a 
life-belt adjustment. 

I would suzgest these jurors try the article in 6 fe2t of water; perhaps they 
may then alter their opinion. But is it notabsurd to award money prizes for 
articles that every practical angler is aware can b2 of no earthly use ?—_ 
Tam &c., F, Matcom, 

40, Ludgate Hill, 


FISHERIES AWARDS.—AN EVIDANT 
ERROR. 

Str,—In rambling through the Exhibition the latter part of last week, my 
interest being re-kindled by the previous publication cf the awards, and being 
an enthusiastic trout and salmon fisher, the fly-fishing exhibits monop >lised 
my chief attention. I was struck with more than one instance in which, to my 
idea of the fitness and unfitness of things piscatorial, the awards were jumbled 
up. To such an extent has this been thecase, that had they been drawn trom the . 
traditional ‘‘ hat ’’ they could not have been more ‘‘ hashed up.’? My attention 
was particularly directed to the case of Messrs. D. and W. Foster, of Ash- 
bourne, Derbyshire, who are honoured —save the mark—with a bronze dis- 
tinction. 

Their (Fosters’) exhibit of flies is, in my humble opinion (and that of all — 
angling friends with whom I have met), second to none, if not superior in 
many respects to any in the Exhibition. The glaring contrast in the exhibits, — 
as regards merits and awards, is too evident to escape comment by well-nigh — 
every observer, andif the Messrs. Foster are possessed of the true Hnglish 
spirit of independence and esteem for justice, they will, by ignoring this decora- _ 
tion, gain the increased patronage and goodwill of their old patrons and that — 
ofa sympathising angling public.—Lam, &c, ; 

Mellor, near Stockport. a 

[ Messrs, Foster have the poor consolation of knowing that they are in the © 
same boat with most of the best English fly-makers, and we quite agree with 
Mr. Garniss that the awarding a bronze medal to such firms was only adding — 
insult to injury.—En.] ‘ 


INTERNATIONAL 


W. Brapvsury GARNISss. 


Srr,—If Mr. Woolfall will take a friendiy hint, I would suggest that in — 
ang ling for graining he alters his style, and instead of being continually on the 
move from place to place, as described by him a short time back, select one or — 
two suitable swims, bait them, and fish patiently as for roach. 

Having baited, let him take his place, throw his line nearly opposite, and 
let the current carry it to the desired position,say from 20 to 30 feet below him, 
according to the length of his rod and fineness of the water, and I think he will 
find he will be more successful than in following his bait ; for graining, like 
roach and dace, being gregarious, he may pass through a shoal and take but 
one or two fish, whereas, by adopting the above, and by throwing in a few bait 
now and then, he may keep them about him as long as they are on the feed. 

There does not appear to have been a scarcity of graining in the Cheshire 
waters, several having been taken, and two of my friends have lately taken 
them from tke canal at Chester, and between that city and Christleton and 
Tattershall, 

I noticed his gentle reminder, and will fulfil my promise, whichhe will kindly 
remem ber was conditicnal—i ¢ , when Mr. Woclfall had sent one or two from 
the ‘* Alt ’? I would get some fiom the other waters for comparison, for IT am 
still in doubt about their being graining at all; if they are, we have no dace in 
our waters. bd 

The idea of our Editor objecting to the ‘ancient fish-like smell”’ is almost 


GRAINING AND FISH BY POST. j 
j 
$ 





too good, and causes one to think that now the trout season is over he is be= 
coming a little (just a little) fastidious, for in his trouting expeditions in the heat 
of summer, he is not like other brethren of the rod if the same ‘aroma’? — 
(good word that), only in_a milder degree, has not greeted his Editorial 

nostrils, ; 4 


as 


. 
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If, however, he refers to the samples I sent, I would gently remind him that 
they had to be detained till the return of Mr, Keene, who was visiting and 
describing the various fishing stations on the Thames, and as this was in the 
summer time, keeping would not improve them. 

The second samples, sent in the autumn, were, however, said to have been 
received in good condition.-[ am, &c., 

W:R R. 

P S.—If your correspondent who enquired about fishing places near Man- 
chester will refer to some of the back numbers of the GAzzeTTx, he will find a 
cormp'ete list cf them. ; 

[Mr. R. has got hold of the wrong smell. We did not refer to any fish 
received in good condition. He ought to have got hold of that box, that’s all! 
However, we have sent him a packet of the p'eser ative. —Ep.] 





THE USE OF A VICE IN FLY-MAKING. 

Sir,—I was very nearly writing a letter on this subject last week, but it 
‘didn’t seem worth getting up a discussion avout. As Mr. Howarth says this 
week, ‘¢ What does it matter if fies are made by the help of tools cr not, 
-provided they kili well ?”” Here I quite agree with him, but I can’t endorse 
the whole of his letter, as I will presently show. He quotes me as having a 
vice and swearing by my own flies. Now, Iuse a vice for very good reasons; 
T can make a fly quicker and better that I can with my fingers alone. I have 
yery little leisure, and sometimes do not tie a fly for four or five months at a 
time, so that I am not in constant practice. When I do get to work for an 
hour or two, at long intervals, I am content if [can tun out a _well-finished 
floating dun with divided upright wings in ten minutes. Even if I were to 
speni the best part of three hours on a dozen of such flies, (should not think 
the labour wasted, for I should have confidence in every kn«t and every turn 
of silk, each hook would be carefully tested before use, and I should expect 
my dozen of flies with fair usige to outlast any two dozen I could buy in the 
kingdom. I certainly should not grudge paying double the price ordinarily 
charged for trout flies, if 1 knew where to buy patte:ns as serviceable that 
would bill better than my own. Most people have a fancy for the flies that 
will kill best, and that is the simple explanation of my preference for my own 

itterns. 

Though I do not doubt that some flies are made at the rate Mr. Howarth 
mentions, I cannet think that the delicate upwing flies we use in Hampshire are 
turned out in that fashion, nor do I think that the reputation for neatness and 
skill in fiy- making, so long enjoyed by members of the Ogden family, would 
ever have been earned if they had repudiated the use of the vice. The very 
first sentence of ‘* Ogden on Fly-tying ”’ is to the effect that it is “* almost im- 
possible to ma: e a small floating midge firm and neat without a proper fly 
vice, It is a great assistance to the tyer, and leaves the hands at liberty.’* And 
what is true for one fly is true for another; the increased facility gaiued 
in making a midge is gained in any other larger fly just as much, Of course, 
use is second nature in fly-making as in everything else, but it seems to me 
_ simply absurd for a man, who probably never used a vice, to say (as Mr, Rowe 
did last week) ‘flies made in any way but by finger and thumb arenot what they 
should be.”? With a vice and tweezers everything that the fingers alone 
could do can be done as well and better ; and some things that the fingers 
cannot do two hands and appropriate tools can do, and this brings me back 
toa sentence of Mr. Howarth’s, which I cannot subscribe to. ‘* There are 
professional fly-tyers who can beat any amateur for neatness or killing powers, 
even at their own special flies.”’_ From what goes before, I presume he still 
means by use of fingers alone. Well, Lhave already stated that I cannot get 
some of my own every-day patterns of floating flies made to my liking by any- 
one in the trade, vice or no vice, but I go further, and say that I have some 
patterns which I cannot always hit off myself, which are simply priceless when 
1 do succeed, andas yet I have never found anyone, except one of my Hamp- 
shire friends, who can make them at all. In my humble opinion, these flies 
never will be made by anyone tnless he condescends to use vice and tweezers.— 
Iam, &c., H. S. HAt. 

Oct. 2oth. f : 

[if Mr Aldam sees this correspondence on fly-makin g we hope he will say 
a jew worda on the subject, especially as we happen to know Mrs. Cox, of 
Winchester, has been making some experiments for him very successfully 
recent y.—ED ] 





FLY-FISHING FOR TROUT. ‘ 

Sz,— When I put in a word in favour of springy as opposed to stiff rods, I 
said, as I meant, that I had no intention of carrying on a discussion as to the 
respective merits of the two descriptions. Your correspondent's rules, and his 
advice to young anglers, are so good that I fear any error he may fall into will 
be adopted and ac ed on by his readers, who may consider a writer who so 
evidently knows what he is writing about incapable of error. I do not hesi- 
tate to enter the lists on behalf of the springy rod as oppdsed to the stiff one. 
In my opinion, no man can be called a tisherman who cannot use the former. 
Ot course it is far more difficult but the result is infinitely more satisfactory in. 
every point of view. More fish are killed, and they are killed in better style. 
As for their being “useless in a wind,”’ I utterly deny it. ‘‘De gustibus non 
est disputandum.”’ I never attempt to throw in the teeth of a strong wind, 
but, with a very springy rod, I can sail as close to it as is ever necessary. I 
have fished, this season, a gooddeal on the Irish lakes, and, of course, I 
always had the wind behind me ; but I never ‘‘ whipped off” a single fly, and 
certainly never ‘strained my rod.’’_ I should as soon think of straining my 
gun when I take a long shot at a wild partridge. I trust that ‘“F. R. C. S.’” will 
not think me blind to the general merits of his letters, because I differ with him 
in this particular.—I am, &c , 8 

P.S.—The best mode of carrying a landing net is, 


in my opinion, through a 
ring on the basket. 





REDDITCH FLIES. 

S1z,—We are glad to see that Mr. Yoxall has said a word or two in deleuce 
of Redditch flies, in answer to your correspondent, Mr. Rowe, but as ‘' the 
proof of the pudding is in the eating,” we think it better that you should see 
and judge for yourself what can be done. We, therefore, send you a few taken 
out of our stock, all except the dozen of midges, these we have made to show 
you that it would be almost impossible to make these if the fingers and thumb 
only were employed, as they are made on No. 18 and 20 hooks, the smallest 
made. 

We send also a few salmon flies, which are also made with the aid ofa vice. 
Mr. Rowe expresses contempt for Redditch-made flies ; but we are afraid his 
experience in them is limited to such as are hawked about in the spring by 
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certain travellers amongst the country shopkeepers. These men buy them up 
from the poorer class of fly-dressers, and, when trade is bad in the winter, 
§ This it is that has no 
doubt brought Redditch flies into bad odour with some people (your foot-note 
to Mr. Howarth’s letter is quite true—it is gwwetity not quality—that such 
people aim at ) . 

As to machine-made flies, Mr. Rowe cannot call a small table, vice, and 
tweezers machines, as the vice is used simply to hold the hook in a firm grip, 
which it is impossible to do with finger and thumb, and the tweezers to hold 
the hackle, and the writer wiil maintain—after more than forty-five years’ 
practical experience amongst flies—that it is impossible to make small flies 
either as strong or as neat if made in the old-fashioned way. As to colours and 
shades of duns, although we do not keep cocks and hens, like your correspon - 
dent, to pluck while alive, simply because we can always get anything we 
require, and that we should want half an acre or more of grass land fora run 
for the quantity we use; yet we have never found any difficulty in accurately 
matching any shade in any patterns we have sent us to make from, and which 
amounts to many hundreds in the course of the year.— We are, &c., 

Redditch, October 24. J. WARNER AND Sons. 

{ Phe samples sent us by Messrs. J. Warner and Sons are excellent specimens 
of fly-making, and we are quite sure even Mr. Rowe would have to admit as 
much, With some flies made by this firm which we used on the Eden, in 
Cumberland, and elsewhere two or three years ago, we had excellent sport, 
getting Io or 12 Ib. of trout a day, an on several occasions fish of 2lb. This 
was towards the end of May, and the water was low and bright. Also on the 
Coquet we killed one or two good baskets with these flies. —ED. ] 


REDDITCH FLIES. 

S1r,—If Mr. Rowe would confine himself to extolling his own wares, no one 
would object ; but he goes out of his way to inform your readers that all Red- 
ditch flies are of an inferior quality, and in doing so displays a lack of know- 
ledge of both Redditch-made flies and Redditch fly-making. ‘‘They do not 
possess the fowls for producing the best feathers,” and ‘‘ and what they do get 
are supplied by country poulterers.” ‘‘They get their colours from Judson’s 
dyes,’’ and, worst of all, ia Mr. Rowe’s opinion, is that in making flies ‘vice ’” 
and ‘pliers’? are used instead of finger and thumb, and the result is ‘‘ that 
Devonshire can make Devonshire flies better than Blank of Redditch.’’ 

Altogether Mr. Rowe reminds one of the country publican who, after taking 
a pull at his own * sourswipes,”’ declared that ‘ nobody in Burton knew how 
to brew good beer.’’ 

If Mr. Rowe would pay a visit to the fishing-tackle district, and make him- 
self thoroughly acquainted with what is being done there in the artificial fly 
trade, he would tal less about ‘country poulterers’’ and ‘ Judson’s dyes ” ; 
and if, at the same time, he could watch the expert and nimble fingers of some of 
the scores of fly dressers who make flies for their daily bread from year’s end to 
year’s end he would be less dogmatic in assuming that these ‘‘protessional fly- 
tyers’’ do their work less well than persons who make up an occasional dozen 
now and again. 

That ‘“‘Redditch fishing tackle manufacturers are not practical fishermen”’ has 
more than once been pointed out as ‘a weakness in the trade’’ most of your ~ 
readers are aware, but the ‘‘weakness”’ is felt less in the fly-making thania 
any other branch of the trade. It is most observable ia the bulk of ordinary 
bottom fishing tackle, and it is only fair to say also that the same fault generally 
exists in connection with the tackle made anywhere else: the gut out of all pro- 
portion with the hook, colours unnatural and badly-arranged, shotted too near 
the hook, and altogether too thick and heavy, are faults which meet the eye at 
almost every turn. Whit “old hand’’ ever dreams of going to a fishing tackle 
shop for his made-up roach line ?. With fly dressing, as I before said, the case 
is altogether different. 

The aim of the fly maker is correct imitation, and with all due respect to Mr. 
Rowe and his opinions, I have no hesitation in saying that if you will put into 
the hands of a good Redditch fly dresser a fly to copy, natural or artificial, the 
result will bear favourable comparison with that of a Devonshire or any other 
maker, 

With regard to your foot-note, Mr. Editor, where you say, ‘‘It is this turn- 
ing out flies at the rate of three in ten minutes which brings Redditch flies into 
disrepute,’’ a manufacturer of flies told me the other day that he had just 
executed an order for flies at 4s. a gross. It is this and a similar class of goods 
which the fly-dresser turns out at the rate of more than twice the quantity you 
name, 

The same with fishing-rods, some of which are sold in the shops at a few 
pence each—they are compelled toturn such articles ‘out nimbly to get a living. 
But when perfection is the aim and price a secondary consideration, then time 
and care are alike bestowed to do the work well, and under these conditions 
Redditch-made flies, for excellence or for killing, will hold their own against 
any made in Devonshire or elsewhere. 

Thanking you ia anticipation for printing this,—I am, &c., 

WILLIAM GUISE. 

Redditch, Oct. 22. 


——— 


FEATHERS FOR FLY-MAKING. 

S1r,—I received the box containing feathers from Mr. Rowe’s fowls. a 
feel greatly indebted to you and Mr. Rowe for your courtesy in the matter. I 
have been breeding for fly-making nearly forty years, and have had few oppor- 
tunities of comparing notes, as it were, with others ; therefore, it is to mea 
treat to see the efforts of others, and compare ideas. 

The colours and kinds of feathers are variously named in different parts of 
the country, and hence arises uncertainty and, to some extent, confusion amongst 
fishermen. Such has been my case, and, therefore, I am indebted to Mr. Rowe 
for a peep at his feathers, of which Icannot speak too highly. I use more hen 
hackles than cock’s ; but you will see from a few specimens of my own breed- 
ing that I have a pretty good idea of what is required, Might I suggest how 
much better it would be to paste the feathers when sending for inspection, since 
they can be inclosed simply in a letter. 

The feathers inclosed are my own breeding; and, if not too much trouble, 
might be sent to Mr. Rowe for his inspection, and, of course, to keep. 

I forgot to thank Mr. Rowe fer the specimen feathers.—I am, &c., 

Macclesfield, Oct, 17. W. T. HARDER. 

[We have sent on the samples to Mr. Rowe, and are sure he will agree with 
us that Mr. Hardern has got some excellent colours. What a capital thing it 
would be if we could get some standard of colours for both salmon and trout 
flies (see note on this subject elsewhere in this number). At present, as Mr. 
Hardern points out, no one can be sure, without seeing the feather itself, exactly 
what is meant when an angler refers to some colour, Indeed, the difference 
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between the different shades of colour is so great that any absolute and un- 
varying means of identifying them cannot be expected. We would suggest 
that by dividing the different shades into three classes the matter would be 
simplified enough for all practical purpose. Having settled ona standard of 
colours, any deviation from them should be called ‘light’? if lighter than the 
standard, and ‘‘ dark” if darker. Thus a blue feather will be either blue, light 
blue, or dark blue ; a red feather will be red, light red, or dark red, and so on; 
and the same standard should apply to the colours of the silks used in fly- 
making.—P.S.—Mr. Rowewrites ; ‘‘ Hackles arrived, and are VERY GOOD.’?— 
EpD.] 





NIGHT FISHING AND THE THAMES FISHERY BY-LAWS. 

Str,—In reference to the letter of ‘* Ye Ravensbourne Water Rat,’’ and the 
editorial remarks in connection with it, which appeared in the FISHING 
GAZETTE of October 13th, the question of night-fishing stands as follows :-— 

The section (d) of the roth item of the new Thames Fishery By-laws has 
been under the special consideration of the Conservators of the river Thames, 
who have passed a resolution to the effect that the By-law is applicable to all 
fishing at night time above Richmond Bridge, whether from a punt or from 
the bank It is contended the prohibition of the second portion of the section 
(d) is this: ‘* No person shall take, or attempt to take, above Richmond 
Bridge except in the daytime ”’; and that there is no reason why these words, 
which are independent of the first part of the By-law, should be taken to allow 
of any kind of fishing at night. 

The 38th section of the ‘* Salmon Fishery Act, 1873,’ enables water 
bailiffs to apprehend persons illegally taking salmon at night-time, and the 
2nd section of the ‘Freshwater Fisheries Act. 1878,” enacts that ‘‘that Act 
shall, so far asis consistent with the tenour thereof, be read as one with the 
Salmon Fisheries Acts, 1861 to 1876.” The ‘Freshwater Fisheries Act, 
1878,’’ which applies to the Thames, would appear from this interpretation to 
give to the ‘‘ Thames Fishery By-laws’? a statutory power against angling at 
night-time. 

{n justice to Mr. H. Little, who is an able officer under the Conservators, 
there is one correction to be made in the letter of ‘Ye Ravensbourne Water 
Rat.”’ Mr. Little says he never used the word ‘*solicitor,’’ but was simply 
acting from instructions received from the Board, He had, therefore, no 
alternative than to carry out those instructions, —I am, &c., B 

October 24. : 

[As this matter is one affecting the few privileges of bank anglers if they 
value the right of fishing one hcur after sunset or one hour before sunrise, then, 
we think the London associations should take up the cudgels and depute some 
well-known angler, say, Mr. Geen (and we believe he is quite willing), to test 
the alleged right of the Conservators by fishing two hours after sunset after 
informing the Conservators 0 his intention to do so. We are very glad to 
find that the Thames Angling Preservation Society is not likely to be found 
on the side of the Conservancy. ‘Co drag in a clause from the Salmon acts 
would never do in this case, because the intention was to prevent inquiry to the 
Salmon aets from the passing of the Freshwater Fisheries Act, and it would be 
a difficult matter to injure Thames salmon fishing. No court would uphold 
such twisting of the law. The Conservators, for reasons of their own, did not 
include prohibition fishing from the bank in their old or new by-law, and until 
they do so they cannot get a conviction by fair m2ans.—ED. ] 


NETTING THE RIVER AT STAINES. 

S1r,—Can any of the readers of the FisHina GAZETTE say if it is true that 
Mr. Ashby, brewer, of Staines, caused the river to be netted from Staines to 
beyond the City Stone, on the occasion of a dinner given by Mr. Ashby to the 
Staines firemen recently, when a great quantity of fish were taken out, more 
especially tench? Are these the tench that were placed into the river, at very 
considerable trouble and expense, by the (I believe) Thames Preservation 
Society, Ifso, what were the Thames Preservation Society about to allow the 
netting to take place? Or has Mr. Ashby, as he asserts, some ancient rights to 
net the river? The Keen’s, of Staines, could perhaps say if this is trae.—I 
am, &c., Was: 

[‘‘The Ashbys, at Staines, possess indisputable rights to net the river 
between Staines and Egham. It was at one time rented by the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society on agreement, at the expiration of which it could 
not be renewed without the Society permitting them to net it whenever they 
chose, and the Society declined to agree on those conditions. The assertion 
of Mr. Ashby as possessing ancient rights is beyond a question of doubt.’ 
This answer is given us by Mr. Brougham.—Ep. ] 








A NEW SCOTCH SPORTING GUIDE. 

Sir,—I am at the moment engaged compiling a book which will, I trust, be 
thought worthy of a share of public support when it appears. ‘‘Ross’s Sports- 
man’s Friend’? will be devoted to giving the most accurate information possible 
to sportsmen visiting the Highlands and is'ands, and it will have this special 
feature, viz., that much of what is in it will be founded on my personal 
acquaintance, whether as #n angler or a shot, with the rivers, lakes, moors, and 
forests spoken of. And it will be my duty to give sportsmen who consult me 
reliable information as to what they may expect to find. I shall be entirely 
independent of landlords and factors, while glad of the support of such of them 
as may not hesitate to let me give my constituents the actual facts. 

Any information or hints your readers will oblige me with will be most thank- 
fully received.—I am, &c., 


C. Ross, 
68% West Regent Street, Glasgow. 





A NOTE FROM RUSSIA. 

Sir,—Inclosed you will find two articles—one on the self-cocking float for 
dace, chub, &c., fishing ; the other on a peculiar way of casting a live bait to a 
great distance or over weed-beds ; and I hope I shall soon have the pleasure to 
hear that my articles haye not been found useless. At all events, both methods 
of fishing described by me are novel to English anglers ; at least, I never met 
with the remotest resemblance in English angling literature. 

My carp fishing this year was very poor in number. I have caught only a 
dozen carp, the smallest being 541b., the three largest 114, 143, and 15 |b. 
All were taken on a cane barbel rod, line No, 5, fine trout gut (not drawn), and 
hooks No. 8. The 15-pounder gave me a tremendous bit of excitement. He 
took out some seventy or eighty yards before I could stop him.—I am, &c., 

q P. TCHERKASSOFF, 

[Curiously enough, we last week referred to one of the methods described by 
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Baron T., and have much pleasure in giving his own description this week.— 
Ep. ] 





ORR CES. Ss Leon: 
Sir,—lIf ‘‘F. R. C. S.”’ will kindly give a description and name of the 
maker of the fly rod which he refers to in his letter in last week’s GaAzurrs, he 
will much oblige.—I am, &c., 


Stamford Hill, N. A Youne ANGLER. 





FISHING AT TROWBRIDGE, WILTS. ; 
S1r,—Will you kindly inform me whether I can obtain any trout or fly-fishing 


at or near Troworidge, in Wiltshire, and if none, what coarse fishing is to be 


had ?>—I am, &c, 
Moseley, Birmingham. W. Cc. ue, 
[The ‘* Anglers’ Diary” says there is perch, trout, and other fishing in the 
Avon, and in some brooks in the neighbourhood. You get tickets at the rail- 
way station to fish about three miles of the Avon. Daily ticket, 6d. ; weekly 
ticket, Is. 6d.; monthly, 2s. 6d. ; season ticket, 20s. Preserved by the Wood. 
ford-on-Avon Angling Association.—ED. ] 





THE LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION’S RESERVOIR. 

Sre,—Accept my thanks for the packet of « King’s fish preservative,’? which 
T received in due course, and which I hope to use before long for the purpose 
for which it was so kindly sent. 

On the 18th inst. we placei in our reservoir at Pen-y-Cae, near Ruabon, 
750 yearling trout of the Lough Neagh and Loch Leven breeds and hybrids. 
They came from the breeding establishment of Colonel Masefield's, Ellerton Hall, 
Newport, Salop, and artived in first-class condition, They were all in the 
water within three hours after leaving Newport, and there were only five or six 
dead ones in the whole lot. If these do well, and there seems no reason why 
they should not, our members will have been provided with firss-class trout 
fishing for some time to come. We now only want some good coarse fishing 
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water, and our cup would be full; but this we have not yet been able'to obtain > 


either for love or money, though we have advertised right and left, and have 
left no stone unturned to fill this vacuum.—I am, &c., 
Rp. Woorraty, hon. sec. 





HORSHAM. 


Si1r,—I shall be much obliged to any of your readers who can furnish ‘in- 
formation as to the fishing to be obtained near here, what description of fish, 
and whether the waters are public or private.—Iam, &c. AS RUE. 

[There is good coarse-fishing in the river Arun, and there are ponds and 
streams inthe neighbourhood. See the “Anglers” Diary.’? Horsham is near 
Pulbovough.—Ep. | 
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FIGHTING QUALITIES OF THE BLACK BASS. 

Forest and Stream, after giving an account of captures of large specimens of 
the black bass, ‘in parts of the United States, quotes the following from the 
Montreal Gazette, which describes the capture of the large bass by Mr. W. L. 
Marler, at Brome Lake, N.B. 

‘‘ Wednesday last was a gala day for those who were fortunate enough to 
enjoy the opportunity of fishing on Brome Lake at Knowlton, P.Q. The day 
opened clear, but towards noon the sky clouded, and hid the sun, and it bid 
fair to bea good time for angling. Accordingly, a party of three, composed of 
W. L. Marler, Esq., manager Merchants’ Bank, St. Johns, P. Q., Col. 
F. G. Noyes, of Nashua, N. H., and Mr. Fred H. Baker, proprietor of the 
Lake View House, Knowlton, P. Q., Mr. Marler alone in one boat, and Col. 
Noyes and Mr. Baker in another, started about eleven o'clock for the black 
bass grounds. Mr. Marler was the first to open the day's sport by landing a 
pretty pound and a half bass, following his success by three others of about the 
same size, Then Mr. Baker surprised the party (the other two had taken 
a boat and gone on a little trolling trip across the bass ground, and were some 
eighty or a hundred yards away, leaving Mr. B. still fishing with minnows) 
by giving a regular East Indian war whoop. The party stopped rowing and 
looked around to see Mr. Baker jumping from one end of the boat to the 
other, as we imagine a man might were a dozen of rattlesnakes in the boat and 
all after him, and he now and again, between the whoops, would wave one hand 
for an instant and then frantically catch the rod. Messrs. Marler and Noyes 
were not long in solving the mystery of these wild sounds and gyrations. Inone 
breath they said: 
and no reel, and we have the landing net,’ and they were not long in pulling 
up to him, when Col. Noyes skilfully slipped the net under the 
that time taken this season, which upon being hooked upoa the scales tipped 
them at even 63. 1b. Mr. Baker had a short but determined fight, and was ex- 
tremely fortunate in keeping his game until the arrival of the net ; bui it was 
evident, when landed, that the fellow was very thoroughly hooked, and could 
not get away, even from the cumbersome rig. The sport was then about evenly 
divided for about half an hour, when Col. Noyes got Stake on his eight-ounce 
green-heart rod, with which he was casting a ‘Silver Doctor’’ and « White 
Miller’? fly. The Colonel is a thorough sportsman and has landed many a fine 
salmon, and, of course, had no difficulty in killing his game, which he did in the 
remarkably short space of twenty-two minutes, and when weighed took the lead 
of the previous one by a quarter of a pound, being 6} pounds. This the party 
thought was glory enough for one day; but Mr. Marler said he disliked to act 
as a back ground to a chromo of this kind, and proposed moving to another 
ground a few yards away, and ina very shert time he struck and landed the 
‘monarch’ fish of the day and season.” Mr. Marler was using a light English 
fly-rod, and secured his fish in an easy, true, sportsmanlike manner, in about 
twenty-five minutes, which, when placed on the scales, called forth ex.s 
clamations of joy and astonishment, upon showing the figures 73, thus making a 
catch of thirty-eight or forty pounds of black bass, three of which weighed 
203 Ib.”’ 

(It will be seen from this that it takes a salmon angler nearly half an hour 
to kill a black bass of nearly 8 1b.—Ep.] 


ee 
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To OUR READERS.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us the addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FISHING GAZETTE. Please address Editor of FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


‘ He has a big fish on one of the short rods, a short line | 


finest bass up to _ 
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MR. JARDINE’S EXHIBITION OF STUFFED FISH. 


NAZE are glad to see that Mr. Jardine, one of the most hard- 

working members of the executive committee of the 
Exhibition, has been awarded the Gold Medal for -his private 
general collection of stuffed fish, also the Gold Medal for esocide, 
as well as the #5 prize for specimens of largest pike (No. 96), 
also £5 fora collection of freshwater fish (No. 86) made and 
exhibited bya private individual. He has also taken eight bronze 
medals for friends who lent him specimens for the latter (No. 86( 
collection. 








THE AMERICAN ANGLING TOURNAMENT. 


THE second annual angling tournament was held on Harlem Mere, 
in Central Park, New York, on the 16th and 17th October. The prizes 
are numerous and substantial. Much interest has been manifested by 
anglers, and was anticipate that the tournament this year will have 
been as pleasant as was the initial meeting. We shail publish a list 
of the winners next week. 





IRISH FISHING NOTES. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


DUBLIN, October 17, 1883. 


ADVICES from Sligo to-day give particulars of quite an exciting scene 
in connection with the capture of an enormous seal in Sligo Bay. It 
appears that yesterday Mr. Rohu, of Oyster Island Lighthouse, ob- 
served avery large seal making for some rocks within a short distance 
of the lighthouse. Being a particular lover of seal-shooting, he 
closely observed its actions. The seal advanced, with great caution, 
pretty close to his point of observation. Mr. Rohu loaded his double- 
barrelled gun with an ounce spherical bullet, the second barrel being 
. loaded with duck-shot. Waiting until the seal was in such a position 
as to afford a good chance of making an accurate shot, he succeeded 
in striking the brute about an inch from the left eye, the ball making 
its exit out of the other; but fearing the bullet did not prove fatal, he 
effectually sent the contents of the second barrel into the seal’s head. 
Notwithstanding these sharp compliments, the seal made for deep 
water, when Mr. Rohu launched a small boat, and, with the assistance 
- of Mr. P. Burns, of Ross’s Point, they staited in pursuit. The seal 
turned on the boat at each effort which was being made to harpoon 
him, succeeding in getting a hold on the gunwale, and would have 
capsized the tiny craft had it not been for the presence of mind of 
Mr. Burns, who thrust the boathook down its throat, and which it 
grasped so furiously as almost to drag him overboard. Its roars are 
said to have been fearful, and it made several desperate attacks on 
the boat, getting underneath, catching hold of the keel, and threaten- 
ing material damage, until, at last, it received the coup de grace by 
repeated applications of the boathook on the skull. It mezsured 
7 feet long and weighed 4cwt. It bent the iron portion of the boat- 
hook with the wonderful power of its jaws. Naturally enough, crowds 
went to view the monster when it was brought ashore, and it is 
remarked that the salmon fisheries of Sligo will be much benefited by 
its demise, as it had been seen frequently throughout the summer up 
the famous salmon estuary. 

With regard to the oyster crop, we in Dublin are rapidly approach- 
ing the period when Irish oysters will have become a thing of the past. 
Year by year the produce of the beds is less, and neglect seems to 
attend this industry in all directions. Thirty years ago matters were 
very different. Many of our citizens, and travellers as well, will recol- 
lect the numerous stalls that stood at either side of Carlisle Bridge at 
that time, laden with fresh Carlingfords, which were dispensed to passers- 
by at 4d. and 6d. per dozen, but, with most other good things, that 
institution too has disappeared long ago, and we are now confronted 
with the fact that in city restaurants oysters are 2s. adozen. But 
even this is not quite the worst of it, for, in addition to the quad- 
rupled price, the size of the bivalve of the present day has decreased 
from that of ten years ago by fully one-half. Indeed, good-sized 
cockles would come up to the best of them. 

Of our seaboard counties, fourteen are engaged in oyster-culture, 
some more but the majority less, and from scarcely one of them is a 
favourable report tohand. The most general remark is that there 
his been little or no spatting, and that in many districts much diffi- 
culty was experienced in obtaining seed oysters except at exorbitant 
_ prices and from great distances; consequently, their culture was 

neglected. French oysters from Arcachon and Auray were laid down 
in large numbers on the County Cork beds, but they do not appear 
to have succeeded to any extent; and, as a general result, it may be 
stated that oyster-breeding on the Irish coasts is a distinct and pro- 
nounced failure. Beds that some years. since were most prolific are 
now producing next to nothing, while many others have gone out of 
cultivation entirely. 

Dublin is supplied with “‘ natives’’ from several sources, but in an 
uncertain and precarious manner. The old and favourite Carlingford 
may be counted out, as we rarely have any of them. The bivalves, 

“then, come to us from the Red Bank Burren beds in Clare, from Sligo, 
Kerry, Howth, Malahide, and Sutton, Wexford, aad Arklow, but in 
such limited quantities as to render it no supply at all. The only 
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place on the Irish coast in which oysters are most numerous and of 
the most enjoyable quality is Arklow ; and, strange to say, scarcely 
one of them is to be obtained in this market, though a ready sale 
awaits them. From some cause or other, chiefly owing to the weighty 
sand-shoals which choke up the beds in that quarter, ‘dredging is but 
imperfectly practised; and the public are, in consequence, deprived 
of a large and valuable food supply. 

The rivers still open for salmon angling are affording fair returns, 
though the Dublin market is but very ind‘ fferently supplied with this 
class of fish, at prices ranging from 1s. 64+ to 2s, per lb. Of hake, 
cod, and white fish generally, we have as much as is required, with 
a surplus for export to London, Liverpool, and Manchester. 





DUBLIN, October 24, 1883. 


A movement is on foot in the Irish capital, which I trust may prove 
successful, for bringing here a considerable portion of the fisheries 
exhibits at South Kensington when that most interesting exhibition 
closes, in order to educate ourcoast population in the best methods 
of securing theriches of the sea. Not alone are deep-sea fishers in- 
terested in the subject, but fishing-tackle people, who abound in this 
metropolis, are also keenly alive to the benefits which would accrue 
to themselves from an improved study of everything in connection with 
this important matter. Inthe South Kensington show Ireland has 
cut but a sorry figure, while gold medals have been sent broadcast to 
British exhibitors and to others from the United States, Norway, 
Sweden, Canada, Newfoundland, New South Wales, Spain, Russia, 
the Netherlands, India, Italy, France, China, Greece, Tasmania, and 
Bahamas, while poor Ireland has been left severely out in the cold. 
And no wonder. For ages our deep-sea fisheries have been not only 
neglected, but ignored, by our own population, from the simple circum- 
stance that they had no appliances at hand to enable them to engage 
in this occupation; while Englishmen, Scotchmen, and Manx- 
men, fully equipped with superior boats and gear, came to reap the 
harvest which should have fairly been theirs. Mr. Brady, one of our 
fishery inspectors, has done a good dealin the way of curing these 
grievances, and at the present time around the Irish western and 
north-western coast there are at least 2,500 poor people who will 
gladly availthemselves of the Parliamentary bounty. Nowhere will 
this be more welcome than at the Claddagh. Those primitive people 
fish in their own way, and resent the intrusion of strangers. I sawa 
lot of trawlers come into Galway on Monday without a single fish’ 
aboard, and it certainly occurred to me that they might have been 
much better employed. 

Salmon angling in Itish waters at this season is one of the dullest 
of occupations, and I can’t hear of anytbing worth recording in this 
piscatorial way, excepta report from a friend in the South Dublin 
direction that he has caught any number of salmon trout in the Liffey 
above Chapelizod. Trout are there certainly in ordinary seasons, but 
not just now, so my friend must be romancing. Although the 
‘‘melancholy ocean” surrourds us, we are dependent for our fish 
supplies on London, the finny articles being previously sent from the 
North Wall to the English metropolis. Salmon to-day is ts, 6d. to 
Is. 8d. aad 2s. per lb. Small supplies are in market, and country 
districts appear to prefer sending direct to London to chancing the 
Dublin market. 





THE GOLDEN ORFE OR IDE. 


RECENTLY Mr. George Eckardt, jun., now engaged in carp cultureon 
alarge scale near Cincinnati, O., received twelve live golden orfe from 
his father, who is a prominent carp culturist in Germany. This we 
believe to be the second importation of this fish into America, the 
former lot having been received by Professor Baird, and sent to the 
ponds of the Maryland Fish Commission, at Druid Hill Park, Balti- 
more, 

This fish is a purely ornamental one. It surpasses the gold fish in 
the depth of its golden redness, which shades off to white on the 
abdomen. It has been afflicted with almost as many names as it has 
scales. It is a cyprinoid fish related to the tench of England and to 
To begin with its systematic 
nomenclature, the Germans usually follow Heckel, and call it /dus 
melanotus. Itisthe Lezczscus zdus of Guenther; Cyprinus zdus 
and C. orfus of Linnzus, &c. For common names it has in different 
parts of Germany the following: Gold-orfe, nerfling, roilling, urs, 
urf, elft, and erfel. In France it is ’orfe, and in England golden 
tench, asthe Z27ca vulgaris resembles the fish in question somewhat. 
In America it has been called ‘‘ golden ide”’’ and ‘‘ gold orfe.” The 
former name has misled by its sound until it has been thought to be 
golden-eyed, therefore the name of orfe would seem to be preferable. 
The golden orfe is an active fish, and from what we have seen of them 
in the aquaria of Germany, a smarter, handsomer fish than the gold 
fish for all purposes of ornament, It is said to bear close confinement 
in a small amount of water better than the gold fish, which is much 
abused in that respect. Looking down upon a school of golden orfe 
in a fountain they present a gorgeous sight. We were also informed 
that the orfe obtains its golden colour soon after leaving the egg, 
which makes it more valuable to those who know how dilatory the 
gold fishis in the matter of colouring, few obtaining a golden hue 
before the second year, many not until the third, and some never 
assuming it, 4 

We have no doubt of the complete success of this hardy fish in our 
country; and, in fact, those in Baltimore have thriven in the large 
ponds in the park, and see no reason why it should not become a 
general favourite.—From forest and Stream, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 
STAND 466. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 
9 and 10, Portland Street, 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 
anbentor and Patentee of the Hew Perfect 
Combination Reel, 

This Reel obtained a First-class Bronze 
Medal at the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society’s Show at Falmouth; also a Silver 
Medal at the International Exhibition. 


Awarded three Prize Medals, also a Special 
Prize, value £7 10s., for Complete Collection 
of Inland Fishing Tackle. 


D. Slater wiil be in attendance at his 
stand until the close of the Exhibition, 
when everything will be offered at a reduc- 
tion. 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—ONE SHIL- 

LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 

ed ie and Eight; also to Artificis] Flower and Fruic 
Ow. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—Fisheries Exhi- 


bition Excurs ons —Excursionists to the Fisheries 
Exhibition are admitted on producticn of their railway 
tickets to the ROYAL AQUARIUM on payment of Six- 
pence each. 


POs ee AQUARIUM.—OLGA and 

KAIRA. The Talk of London. Se Daily Press. 
The BLACK and WHITE BUTTERFLIES (the Circassian 
and African), in their New, Novel. and Startling AERL[AL 
ACT. As far ahead of every one cf the p:esent time as Lulu 
and Zazel were in their time, Nothing to b3 compared to 
them, At 4,10and go, 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
! BECKWITH’S ENTERTAINMENT, arsisted by 
Lady Swimmers, at 5.30 and 9.30. ONE SHILLING. 
Children under ten free, 














OYAL AQUARIUM.—TO NIGHT 
at eight o’clock, the Third Round and Final Hest of 
PROFESSOR BECKWITH’S GREAT SWIMMING 
CONTEST will take place. The competito:s are :—S, 
Yardly, G. Fisher, E. H, Payre, J. Hornidge, H. H. Crocker, 
A. Ketteridge, F. E. Bastie, G. Price, T. Filmer, C. R. 
Lapworth, I. Lawrence, P, Sankey, W. Humphreys, and 
W. Henry, Gold Medals tor First, Second, and ‘third, Also 
a MILE RACE between three fast swimme:s—viz., W. 
Dawes, W. Beaumont, and Charles Beckwith. ‘Vo conclude 
with Projessor Beckwith’s Celebrated Hntertainment. Ad- 
mission 1s,, from Abbey entrance cr Aquarium. 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—SPECIAL. AN- 
NOUNCEMENT.—Captain A. P. Hobson begs to 
announce that he has engaged those celebrated swimmers, 
MISS and WILLIE BECK WI4H, who have just returned 
from America, to appear twice daily in the annexe of the 
ROYAL AQUARIUM, commencing on MONDAY NEXT, 
October 29, Admission 1s, 


Pees AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 


PERFORMING BULLS, taught by Herr Xujer, 
At 4-55 and 9.15. 


FOR SALE. A SEA BOAT. 














A Sea Boat, suitable for Shooting or Fishing. 
Nearly New. Recently overhauled, length 14 feet, 
beam § feet ; all complete. 
mizzen sails.—T, B, EpraLy, Shrewsbury. 


With new jib, main and | 





THE GAME FISHES OF 
AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be j ublished a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 


of the United States and Canada. These essays are 
from the pens of the best angling writers in 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FI8H. 
A DESCRIPTiON, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULSR — CCLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Ete. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Ete. 


Tue American ANGLEs is published on Saturday of each 
wack, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
N«tes and Queries relative to fishing aad fish life ; reports 
of fishing trom all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American witers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have aiready appeared in the columns 
of Tug AnGtirr, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and hsh culture. 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C. HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
252 eo Ose ae Vs 
(Opposite City Hall Park), 
NEW "YORE, ‘GEV Wiss AL 











GREAT WIERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION, 


Aquarium Division, Western Arcade. 
First Prize and Honourable Mention Adelaide Exhibition, 1381. 
Prize Medal, Royal Horticultural Society, 1882. 


PATENT SELF-ACTING 


FOUNTAINS 


FOR 
DRAWING ROOMS, 
CONSERVATORIES, &c, 


SpeciaL FEATURES. 


Perfect Poitability, 

Cannot get out of Order. 

Cannct Overflow, 

Automatic in Action, 

Combiring Aquarium = with 
Fountain, 

No Springs, Valves, or Weight:. 

Self-contained, 

Perfect Simpiicity; the most 
inexperienced can set it in 
action in fiom 3 to 5 minutes 

Will Play from 6 to 12 hoars, 

Artistically Decorated. 


Prices, 8 & 10 Guineas 


CRYSTAL AND MAJOLIGA 
FOUNTAINS, 


From 4s, upwards. 





Illustrated Price List post free, 


. Kessell & Son, 


11, Southwark &t., 
BOROUGH, LONDON. 
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For ORNAMENTAL Ponps AND AQUARIA. 


GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen) 


FOR SALE ar R. ECKHARDT’S, 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. 


hundred years, and has been attributed to one of the Kastern Emperors; “A 
Booke of Fishing with Hooke and Line,” by L. M. _ riefve | 
Treatis of Fishing, with the Art of Angling’’ (1596); Richard de Fournival 

‘‘De Vetala,’”? with Jean Lefevre’s imitation, written 150 years before the 
“* Book of St. Albans;’’ and several other works in English, Latin, Dutch, an 





Groncs JAmzs Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Deibyshite, respectfully invit 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. ; Y 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial isall that is required fron 
gentlemen who can fish to prove whether they may be genuine or not. Patrenised by soma 
ot the best fishermen of the day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices: 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper 





A BOON TO ANGLERS!11 








5, 6,7, 8, & 9, Booksellers’ Row, Strand ; and 
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(1590); ‘‘A Brief 


No flies s 


Flies,zs. per Dozen. Orders panctuaily 
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WATERPROOF BOOTS 


OF * 
ANHYDROUS LEATHER. 
Both the Uppers and Soles by a 
Patented Process Ds are guaranteed 
Waterproof, ‘ ensuring 
DRY AND WARM FEET. 


Carriage ree to any part of the country. 4 


WILSON and SON, 
79, NEWINGTON CAUSEWAY, LONDON. 


ISHURSTINE ‘for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort — 

is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders — 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. a 
Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 

and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. 

Wholesale by PRIck’s PATEnt CANDLE COMPANY 

; Limited, London. “4 


BUsINESS FOR DISPOSAL. 

A Superior Class Fishmonger’s Business, situata — 
in the best position of a market town in Surrey, 
having a first-c'ass connection amongst the principal 
gentry in the neighbourhood, for immediate dis- 

osal, 

Apply to Messrs. Hewett & Lee, Auctioneers, 
Land and Estate Agents, 1434, High Street, Guild- 
ford. 


“OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
yRONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 
p® J. COLLIS BROWNE’S 5 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses quite effectual.—Caution,—The extras 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chlor>- * 
dyne render it of vital importance that the pubiic — 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words “Dr, J. 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’”’ See decision of — 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Pag>. Wood, Tue Tines, — 
July 16, rt64. Numerous testi vonials from emisent 
physicians accompany each bottie, 
From W. C, Wixkinson, F.R.C.S., Spalding :— 
“Tconsider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic — 
cough ; the benefit is very marked indeed,”? - 
Sold in bottles, rs, 14d., 2s. od, and 4s. 6d., by all 
a 

















Chemists. 
Sole Manufacturer, J. T. DAVENPORT, % 
33, Great Russell Street, W.C. * 


COMFORT in WALKING. 
a & 1.R.BLURTON &€0/S 


‘ EASY WIDE WELT 
BOOTS & SHOES 


Are the most comfortable 



























for SelfMeasure~ 
ment, 
THE ANGLER’S BOOT, 


2 


ALMON, TROUT, CHAR, GRAY- 

LING and other OVA and FRY for Stocking Lakes, 
Rivers, and Ponds. Every country house should have its 
fish pond, Instructions and price list on application.—J, J. 
AxMISTEAD, Solway Fishery, Dumfries, N.B. Be 





11, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C, 


£10 to £500, at mode- 
|! rate rates. Bills dis 
| counted. Forms gra 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Rooks 
tor Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisnixc Gazsrrs, No. x2, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS. 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 

Tuer Fisuinc Gazertz is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Anrual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpos 
free, 108, 6d. 


Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. , 
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CLOSE OF THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL 
FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


THE great feature in the history of this country for the year 1883 is, 
and doubtless will ever remain, the Fisheries Exhibition, which has 
just been closed so unostentatiously by the Prince of Wales. In 1881 
we made the first public announcement connected with this Exhibi- 
‘tion, and prophesied for it undoubted success. But ‘‘success” is a word 
which but inadequately describes the career of the wondrous genii 
who, called from the ashes of the Norwich Exhibition by the magic 
wand of Mr, Birkbeck, for the last half-year has been so pleasantly 
“holding a mirror up to nature,” and showing to all the world the 
secrets of the deep, of the lake, and of the river. That nearly three 
millions of people should have come to look into this mirror was not 
imagined by even the most sanguine well-wisher of the Exhibition 
six months ago. ‘The financial success, great and encouraging as 
that is, is after allthe least important of all the various successes 
that have been achieved. It is impossible that the representatives of 
fishing and kindred interests who have met together from various 
parts of our own country and from the principal nations of the world, 
can go home after seeing and hearing what they have seen and heard 
here without many new ideas and enlarged views of things. 

People often say they do not see what improvement has been 
effected by the Exhibition : they appear to think that in six short 
months trades and industries, and arts and appliances, which in some 
cases date their birth from that of man himself, should already show 
palpable improvements. They cry out because they still have to pay 
their fishmonger as much as they did six months ago. The solid and 
permanent benefits arising from this exhibition will be felt more than 
seen, and will be gradual in their effect. In a few years’ time the 
fishermen of America will be found to have incorporated into their 
appliances for fishing things which their representatives have seen 
and appreciated at the Exhibition, and so our own fishermen will un- 
questionably be found using many of those wondrously ingenious 
devices which the Americans have shown us. And this interchange 
and adaptation of ideas will go on throughout all the other countries 
and all the other subjects, to the general benefit of fish catching, fish 
culture, fisheries, and fishermen. 

Apart from these financial and practical successes, the Exhibition 
has proved how quickly and thoroughly this great, weary world of 
London can appreciate anything which affords it a pleasant resting- 
place, brings fresh scenes and new interests into its very midst, and 
gives opportunity for those meetings between the Royal Family and 
the populace which are as great engenderers and strengtheners of 
loyalty as their absence is the reverse. 

We need not give an account of the quiet closing ceremony of 
Wednesday last, which has been described in every daily paper. The 
Prince of Wales opened the proceedings by reading the following 
telegram which he had just received from the Queen :—‘“‘ On this day 
of the closing of the Fisheries Exhibition I wish to express my great 
satisfaction at its complete success, and my sincere regret at having 
unfortunately been prevented from visiting it.” Mr. Birkbeck then 
read an admirable address, in which he fully acknowledged the great 
help and encouragement which the affair had received from the Prince 
of Wales and the other members of the Royal Family ; he thanked all 
those who had been connected with him in the work, not forgetting 
‘the millions whose love of order and quiet behaviour had conduced 
so greatly to the general success. The Prince, in replying, gave 
credit where credit was due, and naturally, therefore, gave the chief 
praise to the untiring energy and tact displayed by Mr, Birkbeck in 











his able management of the affair. The Prince then referred to the 
interest he had taken in the Exhibition and the good he expected 
fromit. The Duke of Edinburgh explained the machinery of the 


juries and the work done by them. Sir William Harcourt added the 


thanks of the Government to those ofher Majesty for those who had 
contributed to the success of the Exhibition, and the Prince of Wales 
then formally declared it closed. There was general surprise that 
no announcement was made of those higher awards rumours of 
which have been flying about for weeks past, 





CULTURE OF SALMONID. 


al fies time of year has now arrived when trout are seeking 
places to make their nests, and deposit the ova which is 
destined to keep up the stock of fish in the streams which they 
inhabit. But the mortality which exists among these, and also 
among the young fry when hatched, is almost beyond conception, 
and from careful observation it has been estimated that only about 
one egg in every thousand deposited in the streams produces a 
fish that reaches maturity; certainly, not one in a hundred is likely 
to do so. One has not far to look for the causes of this destruc- 
tion. First of all, many of the eggs must fail to come under the 
vivifying influence of the milt, whilst many more must often be 
washed away and lost. The remainder, and possibly it may bea 
large percentage, are impregnated and duly covered with the 
gravel, which is to protect them during the process of hatching, 
which takes about three months. During this time floods often 
sweep away, e masse, the gravel among which the eggs lie, and 
they are destroyed, or perhaps, on the contrary, they are buried 
too deeply by the débris which is brought down at such times. 
Every angler knows how the beds of streams are continually shift- 
ing, and that where a gravel bank exists at one time, a deep pool 
is found at another, and vce versa. Then, again, nearly every 
living thing in or about a river preys upon trout eggs; and when 
they are hatched the list of enemies is by no means lessened, but 
perhaps rather increased. Rats, mice, ducks, swans, herons, 
kingfishers, sparrows, and a host of other birds; frogs, beetles, 
dragon-fly, larvae, caddis worms, shrimps, and water insects too 
numerous to mention, all prey upon them; in addition to which 
they are destroyed by dirt, sewage, fungus, and in many other 
ways. But how different is the result when the eggs are carefully 
taken and protected, and the young fry raised in nurseries, where 
they are to a great extent separated from their enemies. Ninety 
per cent. of the eggs can be hatched, and the writer has even 
succeeded in hatching ninety-seven per cent. of those laid down 
in hatching boxes, carefully prepared for their reception. If we 
allow another ten per cent. for losses among the young fry during 
the first four months of their lives, which is more than is needful 
with proper management, we get as a result eighty per cent. of 
fish to turn in the river, or into the ponds it may be, where they 
can be tended until they have grown to several inches in length. 
This is optional, and I shall have more to say about it later on. 
It will be evident to anyone who considers these facts for a 
moment that the advantages derived from the artificial hatching 
of ova are great; and should the few hints which I am about to 
give lead those who have the facilities at hand for cultivating 
trout to commence operations, they will have done something at 
least towards the furtherance of what it is possible may become 
in time a great national industry, and what is at present 
undoubtedly a very important subject for consideration and 
study. ; 
To begin with, a place must be selected where the eggs will 
be safe. Take care to have the hatching apparatus where it 
cannot be reached by floods, and where the supply of water can 
be so regulated that there is always enough and never too little. 
It may be drawn from a stream or a reservoir ; but should a good 
spring be available, that is the best water for hatching—of course 
care being taken that nothing is held in solution that would be 
injurious. Most springs are suitable, and if the water be clear 
and bright, and does not deposit any deleterious substance, such 
as iron, lime, &c., it may be pretty safely used; but it is a very 
good plan, before going to any considerable expense, to keepa 
few trout in the water for a short time, and see how they thrive. 
It should be remembered, however, that water which suits 
trout is not always suitable for hatching purposes, and, 
on the contrary, water that may be good for hatching the 
eggs may not be by any means the best for rearing the 
fish. These difficulties, however, can often be got over— 
in the case of the ova by filtration, and in the case of the 
fish by so altering the nature of the water that it becomes adapted 
to their requirements. When I first commenced hatching opera~ 
tions I was fortunate in finding a spring which was in every way 
admirably adapted for hatching ; but, on the other hand, it was too 
cold and barren, so to speak, for growing the fish well after they 
were hatched. Still, they did very well; but at last an accident 
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Jed to a discovery which brought about a great improvement. A 
few hundred fish had made their escape down one of the race- 
ways which was very full of water-plants, being, in fact, used asa 
nursery for their cultivation, and these fish, left to their fate, 
grew very rapidly. There was plenty of food always coming 
down-stream from the hatchery rearing-troughs; but there was 
something more than this: the water-plants supplied a want 
which was essential to the well-being of the little creatures, and 
the difference was seen at once. Since then water-plants have 
played an important part in my own rearing operations. It would 
occupy too much space to go into the minute details of every- 
thing connected with fish culture, and therefore I will now leave 
the question of the quality of water, leaving the operator to 
examine and judge for himself as to the suitableness or unsuit- 
ableness of any supply he may have at command. The question 
of quantity will next arise. A very small stream will hatch a great 
many eggs, and I have seen even in our great manufacturing 
towns a very interesting selection of fish, including trout, char, 
and salmon, hatched under a constantly trickling tap, and the 
charge made by waterworks companies for sucha supply is usually 
very small. The water being at hand, it is necessary to ascertain 
whether it is perfectly free from sediment, and in any case a 
flannel screen or two by way of a filter is very desirable. Most 
water requires filtration, and a very useful arrangement consists 
of a wooden box or tank, say 3 or 4 feet long by ro inches wide, 
and the same depth inside. Into this box a few screens may be 
fitted slanting in sliding grooves, so that they may 
easily be drawn out, cleaned, and replaced. These screens con- 
sist simply of wooden frames over which flannel is stretched, and 
which answer the purpose admirably. The filter may be made 
small or large as required, and may contain two screens ora 
dozen, as the case may demand. I find it a very good plan to 
have two filters, and to change from one to the other, as the 
screens get dirty, and this allows of a thorough cleansing without 
danger tothe ova. Sometimes it is advantageous first to pass the 
water through a bed of gravel; and another very useful adjunct is 
a settling tank, which is merely a large tank through which the 
water passes (a large tub or cask will do), and at the bottom of 
which a considerable quantity of sediment will deposit instead of 
being carried on with the flow of water. In any case, whatever 
filters are used, be sure that the water is free from sediment 
before it reaches the hatching tanks or boxes, of which I shall 
treat next. All these filters and spouts in connection with them 
should be charred, which can easily be done by making an 
ordinary flat iron, such as is used for ironing clothes, red hot, 
and running it slowly over the wood inside the tanks, using a 
smaller piece of iron, as may be required, for charring the spouts, 
&c, The outsides may be painted. Any handy joiner can make 
all the apparatus required quite easily. 

Next come the hatching boxes, of which many kinds have been 
tried. The simplest, and the one which will be found the most 
practical, is of wood, though slate, tin, zinc, and a variety of 
materials are used by different pisciculturists. I shall treat of the 
different kinds of hatching apparatus later on, but for the present 
will describe what I have myself used with the greatest amount 
of success, and with which I have hatched many millions of ova. 
A hatching tank may vary in length, but the depth should be 
about 5 or 6 inches, and 9 inches inside is a very useful width. 
The bottom may be made of good inch plank, either white or red 
deal answers very well, and the sides may be of lighter material, 
Say 7 inch stuff, which may be tongued at the bottom edge so as 
to fit into a corresponding groove in the board which forms the 
bottom of thetank. The tongue and groove may be painted and 
then fitted at once, so as to make a perfectly tight joint. Then 
cut a groove in the sides and bottom crossways, about an inch 
from each end, into which the pieces which are to form the ends 
of the box may be fitted, and in one of these a hole may be cut to 
allow the water to escape. This hole may be rectangular or 
circular, and the bottom of it should be at least an inch from the 
top edge of the box; an inch and a half is not too much. Out- 
sidea spout may be fixed on to carry away the water, Char the 
box Inside in the manner recommended for the filter, then cut 
some strips of wood to correspond with the inside length of the 
box, and an inch and a half wide by one quarter inch thick. Clear 
these, and tack them on to the sides of the box, one edge 
touching the bottom, and take care that they fit quite closely, 
otherwise, when the eggs hatch, the young fish will get under 
them, or behind them, and perish. These slats or strips are for 
the hatching frames, which hold the eggs, torestupon. Sucha 
box 4 feet long will hatch five or six thousand eggs, and ifa 
comparatively small number only are to be hatched, say twenty or 
thirty thousand, it is a very good plan to have four or more of 
these boxes arranged on a stand, so that the water will flow from 
one to the other. In this case the boxes are placed side by side, 
with a fall of 3 inches from box to box, and the outlet holes are 
madeévat the sides close to the ends, care being, of course, taken 
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that they are not all made at the same point, but at alternate ends 
of the boxes, so as to insure a proper current through each, 
The egg trays may now be placed on their rests; and as it is im- 
portant that the water should be continually flowing among the 
eggs, and not simply over or under them, a provision should be 
made for guiding the inflowing water down through the hatching 
tray just at the inlet, so as to drive it right under the trays. This 
is done by means of a short tube, which may be made of zinc and 
coated with black varnish, and may be about an inch and a half 
in diameter ; and if the hatching-trays be of perforated tin or zine, 
a corresponding hole may be made in the tray, and the tube 
placed endway up over that hole. It should have a flange to 
stand upon, which may extend a quarter of an inch beyond its 
diameter. If glass grilles be used—and_ they are the safest—the 
tube may simply be placed on the glass bars. There is plenty of 
room for the water to pass down betweenthem. The water being 
thus conducted beneath the trays, and the outlet hole being above’ 
them, it is obvious that it must rise up through them, in order to 
make its escape, and by this means a continual flow is kept u 
among the eggs. Formerly the water was simply allowed to flow 
into and out of the hatching boxes, without the arrangement of a 
conducting tube or pipe, and the results have been very good; 
but the advantage of the plan detailed is great, as the ova are, at 
least, more likely to produce strong, healthy fish. 

In our trout streams the water is often found to be continually 
welling up through the gravel in places, and these are the places 
which the trout select to deposit their ova. The outlet holes of 
the boxes should be protected by very finely-perforated zinc, or 
the young fish will get their heads through the holes and die. 
This zinc, too, should not be simply nailed on over the outlet 
hole, as the pressure of water through it would be too great, and 
the young fish would be drawn against it, and this means destruc- 
tion of many of them. Take a piece of perforated zinc an inch 
and a half wide by six or eight inches long ; nail on some narrow 
strips of charred wood inside the box at the outlet, so that they 
just receive the edges of this zinc, and then nail on the latter. 
‘The glass grille or hatching tray will slide under this, on the rest 
which has been prepared for it. 


And now for the hatching trays themselves. Those 
most readily obtained are of perforated zinc, or, better 
still, perforated tin, and they may be made one foot 


long by nine inches wide, and the sides an inch high, or, as some 
prefer them, three inches high. They are very simple, and each 
one is really a box without a lid, made of perforated metal. If 
the sides be three inches high it will be needful to make some a 
little narrower, or they will not fit the outlet ends of the boxes; 
or this may be arranged by not putting on the outlet screen until — 
the eggs begin to hatch. These trays should be well varnished 
and dried before being used, and before the eggs are placed upon 
them should be allowed to remain a day or two in the water to 
get seasoned. Sometimes brass wire netting is used, or even iron 
wire, the coating of varnish preventing any injurious action of the 
water. Glass grilles are safer, however, than any metallic trays ; 
and the results of my own experience, and, I find, that if others, 
speaks so very decidedly in favour of grilles, that I am always in- 
clined to recommend them to beginners. The trays of perforated 
metal answer very well in good hands, but I have found that I 
can hatch a larger percentage of ova on the grilles than on the - 
metal. It follows then, a fortior:, that some eggs have received 
their death-stroke owing to being on metal trays. How many — 
more have been weakened, but will nevertheless hatch, and pro- — 
duce weak fish? This is difficult to answer, but we find among — 
the young fry a lighter death-rate. Therefore, if on account of © 
their simplicity the perforated trays are used, let them be wel — 
varnished, the varnish well dried, and the whole well seasoned — 
before being used for hatching purposes. | 
The glass grilles are not difficult to make, and consist of - 
wooden frames made to fit the hatching boxes, say two feet long ‘N 
by nine inches broad. The side pieces may be seven-eighths of — 
an inch in width and half an inch thick, and on the insides of 
these grooves shouid be cut with a saw, not exceeding a quarter 
of an inch deep, and fifteen of these to every three inches is about ; 
the mark. Having cut these grooves, take three or four pieces of 
flattened hoop iron and heat ina fire, and with these clear out the _ 
grooves soas to widenthem. Then long, narrow strips of window — 
glass, three-eighths of an inch wide and amply long enough tox 
enter the grooves at each side of the frame, may be cut ready for _ 
filling them, after first tacking a thin piece of wood on the under- 
side of the frames, and corresponding in width to that of the side — 
pieces to prevent these glasses from dropping through. Thal 
glasses may then be put in, and all is ready, when the grilles ae 





placed in the boxes for the reception of the eggs. How these 
are obtained I shall describe in my next chapter. } 
J. J. ARisrzap, Pisciculturist, | 


Douglas Hall, Dalheattie, N.B., Oct. 22, 1883. 3 
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THE RECENT AMERICAN ANLGERS’ TOURNAMENT, 


(We are indebted to Mr. Fred Mather, of the Zurest and Stream, for 
the following report of the Tournament.) : 


THE casting in the second annual Tournament of the fly-casters was 
held at Central Park, on Tuesday and Wednesday, Oct. 16 and 17. 
The weather conditions were favourable. 

The judges in Class A were: Messrs. James Geddes and W.C. 
Harris; E. G. Blackford, referee. Class B: Messrs. Rev. H. L. 

-Ziegenfuss and O, W. Cross; G. S. Hier, referee. Class C: Messrs. 

Dr. E, Bradley and J. E. McAndrew; Professor A. M. Mayer, 
referee. 

The following are the scores :— 


SINGLE-HANDED FLY-CASTING. 


No rod to exceed 11 feet 6 inches in length, any style of reel or 
line leader or casting line or single gut, of not less than 8 feet in 
length, to which three flies, one stretcher, and two droppers be 
attached. No allowance of distance to be made for difference in 
length of rods. Each contestant to be allowed five minutes to cast for 
‘distance, and five minutes to cast for delicacy and accuracy. 


CLass A—AMATEUR—NO LIMITATION AS TO WEIGHT oF RODS. 


No one permitted to enter who has ever fished for a living, who has 
ever been a guide, or who has been engaged in either the manufac- 
ture or sale of fishing tackle, or who has ever taken a first prize in 
any tournament. Scale of points—Distance, actual cast; accuracy 
and delicacy, 25. each. 


Length Weight  Dis- 

of Rod. of Rod. tance. Delis Accu- Total 

Ft. Jn. Ozs. Yds. Ft. cacy. racy. Points. 
H.C. Thorne.. peel let GO 8} 26~ 2 15 20 115 
W. E. Hendrix oo Me 10 Zoe % 15 15 107 
C. A. Rauch.. orae Lo 83 25erl 20 10 100 
C, G. Levison Penk Te 104 170 15 25 gt 
Ed. Eggert .. 5 5 ah Es Mey 10s Zane 10 10 go 
Hs P.aWeld..: bel Lat 2 9 2 ge 8 13 85 
CLASS B—AMATEUR. RODS NOT TO EXCEED NINE OUNCES 1N 

WEIGHT. 
Length Weight Dis- 
of Rod. of Rod. tance. Deli- Accu- Total 
‘ , #t. In. . Ozs. Yds. Ft. cacy. racy. . Points. 

W. E. Hendrix ie il =O 9 26 0 22 21 12 
C. A. Rauch .. Ueto Seeerai wales is ro" S745 
Thomas Prichard .. 10 o 4h 2a T 18 14 105 
H. P. Weld .. Peale 9 PW all 22 18 104 
Ed. Eggert .. nrg Ob ig Re: 9 OILY tee BE 18 934 
C. G. Levison eee LL: O 9 TQ}ue2 18 io 88 


CLtass C—AMATEUR. NO LIMITATION AS TO WEIGHT OF Robs, 
SCALE—DISTANCE ONLY TO COUNT, 


Length Weight Dis- 
of Rod. of Rod. tance. 

; Hig ines (Ozs.)§ Yds.s Ft. In. 
Thomas Prichard te Ri: y. TEEAO _— 2OM203 
C. A. Rauch rc is hs - mr 6 Io ri) BUS ie, 

Ed. Eggert 4 II 0 Toyes 205 OF 4 


C. A. Bryan Io 6 8% Ig. I 0 


CLASS D—EXPERT. OPEN TO ALL. RODS NOT TO EXCEED It FEET 
IN LENGTH NOR 5 oz. IN WEIGHT 


Length Weight Dis- 

of Rod. of Rod. tance. Deli- Accu- “Total 

Ft. In. Ozs. Yds. Ft. cacy. racy. Points. 
H. W. Hawes POR 4 28 I 20 15 120 
R, C. Leonard Deak G..6 43 26 I 15 20 I14 
Thomas J. Conroy .. Io o 5 acme 20 20 107 
Bee. Prichard  ..“Io o 5 22eel 22 15 104. 
Harry Prichard fare. LOPeO 5 22° 7 15 20 102 
George S, Hier Tero, F'0! 5 20neu 20 15 96 
George I. Varney .. Io o 42 21 Oo Io Co) 73 


SALMON CASTING. 


Class I—Amateur. Judges: D. W. Cross, M. M. Backus; E. G. 
Blackford, referee. Open only to those who have fished for salmon ‘ 
subject to Rule 2; scale as in Class A. 


I. Ira Wood.—Length of rod 18 feet 3 inches, weight 21b. 14 oz. 
Distance cast 98 feet, delicacy 20, accuracy 16—total 134 points. 
2. Ed. Eggert.—Length of rod 18 feet, weight 21b.120z. Distance 
cast 82 feet, delicacy 16, accuracy 5 —total, 103 points. 


Class 2—Expert.—Judges: Wm, Young, M. B. Brown, J.C. 
Mc. Andrew. Open to all. Distance only to count. 
1. R. C. Leonard.—Length of rod 18 feet, weight 2 1b, 12 oz. Distance 
| cast, 124 feet. 
2. H. W. Hawes.—Length of rod 17 feet, weight 2 1b. 6 0z. Distance 
cast, 115 feet. 
3. G. W. Prichard.—Length of rod 18 feet, weight 2 1b. 1 oz. 
tance cast, 95 feet. 
4. F. J. Conroy.—Length of rod 18 feet, weight 2 1b. 110z, Distance 
_cast, 94 feet 6 inches, 
5. M. Culhane.—Length of rod 17 feet, weight 2 lb. 60z. Distance 
cast, 93 feet. 
5. J. Ramsbottom.—Length of rod 18 feet, weight 2 1b. 110z. Dis- 
__ tance cast, go feet. 
{It will be seen some of these records beat all previous ones.—ED.] 










Dis- 


NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


AN ANGLER’S STRANGE EXPERIENCES, &c.* 


THIS is not a work on the science and art of angling, but is truly a 
work for anglers, It consists of a series of graphic ‘‘ experiences,”’ 
many of which are not unknown to, or have been at some time or 
other encountered by, members of the angling brotherhood, ~The 
incidents are humorously expressed in a variety of rythmic measures, 
while the illustrations are as satirical as they well could be, this 
making the bulk of the book a laughter-producing agent. No angler 
need have a fit of the blues when such a remedy is at hand. He has 
but to read and laugh—and laugh in a pleasant way, for the reader 
will find no vulgarity here. But the composition of the book is not 
entirely humorous : there are ‘‘ interludes ” in the form of delightful 
songs, each of which, strong in poetic thought and fancy, has its 
charms enhanced by the fact that in their perusal one feels the very 
contrast of having passed from the ‘‘ridiculous to the sublime.” 

What can surpass the exquisite loveliness of the fourth stanza of 
the first song? It is one of the most charming poetical descriptions 
we have ever read. The angler, refreshing his parched mouth by 
drinking from his favourite stream, thus sings :— 


‘*T stoop and kiss her pure, sweet lips, 
And mine she softly presses, 

Then turns aside and shyly dips 
Beneath her drooping tresses : 
Then babbling on in laughing glee, 

Assumed to hide her sorrow, 
She pauses ’neath a willow tree, 
And says, ‘ Return to-morrow!’ ” 


As a literary production the whole book manifests the writer to be 
possessed of great ability, extensive learning, poetical genius, anda 
high appreciation of the humorous surely sharpened by stinging 
satire, and, withal, an ‘‘experienced angler’’ indeed. In short, 
this whimsical medley may be described as a realisation of the ideal, 
and an idealisation of the real, with fervourful emotion vitalised, 
moulded by judgment and by wit refined. All anglers ought to 
possess this book. 





THE UNITED STATES AND THE AWARDS AT THE 
GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


Mr. EARLL and Mr. Cox, U.S. Delegates to the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, have compiled the following list of successful 
American Exhibitors. It will beseen that the United States gets 155 
medals in all, 48 gold, 18 of which go to the Fish Commission, mostly 
for collective exhibits. 

47 Silver Medals. 

29 Bronze. 

24 Diplomas, and . 

7 Speciai prizes, amounting to £65. 

The United States gets more medals than any other country except 
Great Britain. 


PROVISIONAL LIST OF SUCCESSFUL AMERICAN COMPETITORS AT 
THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION, LONDON, 1883. 


GOLD MEDALS. 
(1) U.S. Fish Commission, for collective exhibit of primitive and 
and modern fishing gear. (2) Ditto, for collection of boat models, 
(3) Ditto, for collective exhibit of fish. (4) Ditto, for collective 
exhibit of fish, whale and seal oils. (5) Ditto, for best and most 
complete collection of fish-cultural apparatus. (6) Ditto, for 
general collection of apparatus used in the preparation of fishing 


products. (7) Ditto, for collection of rigged models of fishing 
vessels. (8) Ditto, for collection of builders’ models for fishing 
vessels. (g) Ditto, for collective exhibit of apparatus for deep- 


sea explorations. (12) Ditto, for collective exhibit of casts and 
stuffed specimens of seals, porpoise, fish-eating birds, &c. 
(11) Ditto, for collective exhibit of artificial flies for salmon, 
trout, &c. (12) Ditto, for collective exhibit of large photographs 
illustrative of the fisheries. (13) Ditto, for general exhibit of 
publications relating to the fisheries. (14) Ditto, for collective 
exhibit of casts. (15) Ditto, for models and drawings of 
American purse seine. (16) Ditto, for exhibit of whalebone, 
(17) Ditto, for model of Menhaden oil and guano establish- 
ment. (18) Ditto, for model of lobster establishment. (19) 
U.S. National Museum, for collective exhibit of fishes. (20) 
U.S. Signal Service, for most complete collection of apparatus 
for weather prediction. (21) U.S. Light House Board, for models 
and drawings of lighthouses, and apparatus relating to same. (22) 
Prof. G. Brown Goode, Washington.. (23) Prof. D. S. Jordan 
Bloomington, Ind. (24) Prof. Alex. Agassiz, Cambridge. (25) 
Prof, J. E. Hilgard, Washington. (26) Capt. C. Sigsbee, U.S.N. 
(27) Potter and Wrightington, Boston, (28) B. F. Snow andCo,, 
Boston. (29) L. Pickert and Co., Boston. (30) Wm. Mills and 
Son, New York City. (31) Wm. Mills and Son, New York City. 
(32) Marshall McDonald, Washington. (33) American Net and 








* «¢ An Angler’s Strange Experiences.’’ Dedicated by permission to Henry 
Fawcett, Esq., M.P., Postmaster-General. By Cotswold Isys, M.A. Pro- 
fusely iilustrated, 4to, cloth, bevelled edges, price 5s. London: Sampson Low, 
Marston & Co., 188, Fleet-street. : 
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Twine Company, Boston. (34) J. H. Bartlett_and Sons, New 
Bedford. (35) John Bliss antes New York City. (36) H. D. 
Ostermoon and Son, New York City. (37) U.S. Beacon-light and 
Signal Company, Philadelphia. (38) Russia Cement Company, 
Gloucester. (39) H. W. Mason, New Bedford. (40) J. W. 
Beardsley’s Sons, New York City. (41) Charles Alden Randolph, 
Mass. (42) Eben Pierce, New Bedford. (43) Junius A. Brand, 
Norwich Company. Thomas A. Irving, Gloucester. (45) 
Old Colony Mills, Plymouth. (46) J.and H, J. Green, New York 
City. (47) W. L. Bailie, U.S.N. (48) A. W. Dodd and Co., Glou- 
cester, Mass, 








CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 28th, Mr. Farebrother, roach, 1 1b. 12 oz. ; Mr, Harding, roach, 
4b. § 0z., dace, 11b. 6 0z., perch, 40z.; Mr. Partrick, roach, 3 1h. 2 Os Rene 
Say, two roach weighing 2 Ib. 4 oz, the largest 1 Ib. 6 oz. ; Mr. Arnold, dace, 
2 lb. 5 cz., bleak, 1 lb. 1} oz., roach, 4 Ib. 1 oz ; Mr. Taylor, dace, II} 02., 
perch, 9} oz., roach, 2 lb. 2 oz,; Mr. Carrington, dace, 11} 02. ; Mr. Dwellay, 
dace, 1 lb, 7 0z., perch, 12 oz , roach, 11 oz. Mr.C. A. Medcalf will take the 
chair, with Mr. W. Say to face him, at the smoking concert to be held in the 
Club Room, on Monday, the roth iast., in aid of the funds of the Anglers’ 
Benevolent Society. —T. WORLEDGE. : 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A roving match will take place on November 11, for four valuable prizes. 

Rye House Bridge to the Fish and Eels.—D. Davis, sec. 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of £1 
donation from Mr. G. H. Wood, and 2s. 6d. donation from Mr. J. Harlow, 
members of the Hoxton Brothers Angling Society ; and the following dona- 
tion:—Mr. Gathercole, 3s. 6d.; Mr. Norman, 3s.; Mr. Massingham, 2s. 6d. 
(members of the Gresham Angling Society); also the contents of the three 
donation boxes from the Fisheries Exhibition, amounting to £6 3s. 11}d., in 
the following variety of coin:—Gold, tos.; silver, £3 os. 3d.; bronze, 
42 13s. 83d.—R. GHURNEY, sec. . 

BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Since my last report the following members have weighed in :—On Oct. 21, 
Mr. Lamb, roach; Mr. John Hadkiss, roach ; Mr. Britt, roach and rudd ; Mr. 
Kerry, jack; Oct. 24, Mr. Britt, perch; Oct. 28, Mr. Hastings, roach; Mr. 
Eaton, roach and dace; Mr. Britt, roach and rudd; Mr. Kerry, jack ; and Mr. 
Syddell a very nice jack, weighing 5 1b. 2} 0z., from the rivers Stort, Lea, 
Roden, and Thames.—T. G. WALKER. 

CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighei in on the 28th ult.: Mr. Nitz 1 jack, 
3 lb. 43 0z., from Pulborough, winning a public prize, a meerschaum pipe, given 
by Mr. Eldridge; Mr. Robson, a jack from Puloorough; Mr. Castite, roach 
and gudgcon from the Roding ; and Mr. Chambers, roach from Pulborovgh,— 
Cas. 

COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The show of fish on the 28th ult., at the society’s room, was not nearly so 
good as might have been expected. Mr. Stead took some very nice roach at 
Uxbridge, the total weight being just under 6 1b. Some of the other members 
weighed in fish, but there was nothing worthy of special mention. Members 
are informed that the second club match of the season takes place on Nov. 4 
at Windsor.—C. REEVES, s:c. 


CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 

Most of the members of this club were out on the 28th ult, and the trays 
were well filled. Mr. We'ls had a fine show of roach; Mr. Turner, a good 
show of roach, dace, and gudgeon; Mr. Tompkins, roach and dace; Mr. Jelli- 
man, dace and gudgeon.—J. W. Pownr. 


CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The members of this society were out in full force on the 28th, but only 
three had fish worthy of note, being Mr. Neagus with roach and dace from the 
Stort; Mr. Penn,roach,dace, bream and gudgeon; Mr. Willcockson, roach and 
dace. Several others out, but returned with blanks. Mr. Johnson gave a 
handsome prize for the gross weight of bream taken in October, which was won 
by Mr. Willcockson with a very fair show, just beating the secretary’s take 
last season by a few ounces. A special general meeting will take place on 
Thursday, November 8th, to elect auditors and fix the date for the half-yearly 
supper, When we hope to have the company of our secretary, Mr. Burwash, 

_after a severe illness of ten weeks. All members are requested to attend 
early, as other business of great importance will be brought forward.—F’. Lone, 
sec. pro. tem. 

P.S.—The next Central return visit of angling clubs will be paid to this 
flourishing society at their headquarters, the Crown Tavern, Clerkenwell- 
green, cn Thursday, November 13th, when we hope to have the company of as 
many brother anglera as can make it convenient to attend. Chair taken at 
8.30 sharp. Music provided. 


EXCELSIOR ANGLING SOCIETY: 

The 28th uit. was quite a red letter day in the annals of the above society, 
as every member who went out succeeded in procuring a good take of fish, so 
that all the trays were requisitioned for the display.. Roach and dace showed 
to the greatest advantage, while bream, although beaten, were not disgraced, 
and perch were fairly represented. The principal captors were Mr. J. H. 
Hopkins, with a splendid show of Roach; Mr. Garrod, a beautiful tray of dace, 
and Mr. W. Brown followed suit; Messrs. Bennett and Massey contributing 
fair shows of bream.—J. H. H. 





: _._ ERIENDLY ANGLERS. 

In memoriam.—T little thought when my notice appeared in the F1sHING 
GAzxTTE of Saturday last that the time-honoured treasurer, Mr. W. Paine, had 
been stricken with an attack of paralysis on the Thursday morning, and it has 
occasioned me deep regret to learn since that on Monday last he had run out 


the course of time in this life. He was much endeared to the members of the ; 
Club, and the society sustains a great loss by his sudden removal. Itis a con= ~ 
solation to his sorrowing friends to know he was much loved by all who knew — 
him, At the meetings and dinners'the ‘old familiar face’’ will be missed fir 
a long time—his name will live in the memory of the club.—B. g 


GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 7 

The result of our four Sundays’ fishing at the Rye House for thirteen valu« 
able prizes is as follows:—First, Mr. W. Heliens, £5 5s., portrait of the 
winner, given by Mr. W. Wright, artist, of Bethnal Green Road ; second, Mr, 
J. Bell, £2 2s.; third, G. Robinson, £1 11s. 6d.; fourth, Mr. Fortiscue, 
Ll 1s.; fifth, Mr. Christie; sixth, Mr. Lassiter; seventh, Mr. Guntrip 
eighth, Huggett ; ninth, Haines; tenth, J. Gadbury; eleventh, E. Holm 
twelfth, J. Tavener; thirteenth, D. Sims. Not many taken all through; fifty 
members competed. Our annual smoking concert takes place at our club house 
on November 13th. Mr. Thomas Crumplen has kindly consented to be chairman 
faced by Mr. G. Field; and I trust all members will be present to support that 
excellent society, the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund. We should be glad to see 
any brother of the angle on that occasion, but not to give, as we desire to con= 
fineit to our own members* and ifall anglers will only sup port the fund in their 
own clubs in the same way, what a grand addition it will make to the funds of 
our noble institution.—R. MuRpHy. ; € 












GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY, ‘ 
We had a fine show of fish on the 28thult., Mr. Dingley having a splendid 
sample of bream, roach, and dace, all told, 29 lb. 6 0z.; Mr, King, 6 lb. of 
dace and roach; Mr. Theobald, 5 lb. 11 0z.ofroach; Mr. K. Fitch, 2 1b. 6 oz. 
of roach; Messrs. Boby, J. Watling, F. Watling, and Young also had roach, 
J. Fircu, sec. 4 : 










GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening a 
the Masons’ Hall Tavern, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, Dr. Defriez ir 
the chair, The minutes were read and passed, and Messrs. Muir and Houghton 
unanimously elected members. A card of invitation to the closing ceremony 0 
the International Fisheries Exkibition was disposed of by auction, the proceed: 
being handed to Mr. Field for the Anglers’ Benevolent Fund, A vote of thanks 
to the chairman brought the meeting to a close.-—H. : 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING. SOCIETY. 

On the 25th, Mr. Aldridge had 21 roach, weighing 8 lb. 1440z.; and 
Walters, 11 dace, weighing 3 1b. 40z.; both lots being taken from private 
water. Messrs. Burbidge and Lewis weighed in fish from Kew, on the 28th; 
Mr. Johnson had a 12 lb. bag, consisting of 7 1b. roach, 3 1b. 13 oz. of dace, one 
chub, and some gudgeon from Kingston, on the 29th; and Mr. Peachey a few 
roach from Henley.—ARGus. ‘ 


HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY. % 

Our trays were well filled on the 28th ult., when the following members 
weighed in: Mr. Bishop, a pretty jack of 4 1b. weight; Mr. Price, roach and 
dace: Mr. Baker, three fine roach weighing 3 lb. 8 oz.; Mr.’C. Messenger, 
4 1b. roach and dace Mr. W. Messenger 44 lb. roach and dace. We fish for 
several prizes on Nov. 11th at Windsor.—W. Browy, sec. 


+ 


a? 


HOXTON BROTHERS. 2 
Several members of this society went out on the 28th ult., to compete fo 

our worthy host’s weckly prize, the shows of fish were fairly good. 
Mr. J: Osborne winning with 15 1b. 13} oz, ofroach and bream; Mr. G. Hunt 
haviog r1 lb. 53.0z., roach and dace; Me. Cooper, 10 lb. to} 0z., roach and 
dace; Mr. J. Jacobs, two jack, 8 lb. 1 oz.; Messrs. S. Cole, A. Dean, G. 
Swinnerton, A. Hattenmere, W. High, J. Morgan, W. Pledger, H. Stead- 
man, J. Hayward and B. Simpson, also weighed in fish_—R,. G@HURNEY, se 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. “3 
Messrs. G. and G. P. Rolt have been well to the front again this week, 
having weighed in 16 Jb. between them, which makes their total weight for 
the past three weeks 49 Ib. 4 oz., which looks very healthy for the two monthly 
rizes which are now being competed for. On the 28th Mr. A. Bass had roach, 
Mr. G. Bliss ditto, Mr. T. Ward ditto, Mr. H. Butt ditto, Mr. W. 
Mecham toach and bream. Mr. W. Wilshire had nine very fine dace on Wed- 
nesday, the following being the weight ofeach fish:—z 14 02. 11 Ze 
I 13} 0z., 1/12 OZ. I 12 0Z.; 1 II ‘Oz., I 10} 0Z., 1°9 02, I 7% O25 ae 
61b. 7 oz. This gentleman has been fortunate in getting large dace. He has 
weighed twenty-three this seascn, total weight being 16 lb. 1 oz.—H. B, ~ 


IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY, WORCESTER. ~ 
The fishing here (Worcester) is now of a very encouraging nature for the 
that choose to avail themselves of the opportunity. Ihe dace are no 
snlendid condition, some baskets weighed in by members of our club avera 
41b, a fish. Some good baskets of grayling were weighed last week, and 
week a friend with me weighed in twenty-three and a half brace upon 
occasion, and twenty-one and a half brace upon another occasion, the lai 
fish weighing 1lb. 7 oz., and the heaviest brace 3 lb. 540z., but in most mag 

nificient condition. The grayling must be seen now to be seen to perfect 
I expect to report next week of the finest catch yet if the weather hold: 
a few days asit is at present, as we have several members going out 
week. ‘The grasshopper does not seem to be so successful a bait this 
as I have knownit. The groundsbait seems to be taking the largest fi 
he Jargest baskets. Pike-fishing has been the exception here for some ¥ 
through the flooded state of the rivers, but they are now running doy 
PIsCATOR. e. 
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KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. — 
Some very good shows on October 28th, Mr. Sparrow having some 
barbel and roach; Mr. C. Saunders, bream and carp; Mr. E. Saunders 
Mr. Dutton, dace; several other members haying small shows. Mem! 
informed that a special meeting will be held on November 7th, importan 
W. DvtrTony, sec. js 


LEICESTER. HARCOURT ANGLING CLUB. . 

This club held its half-yearly supper on Monday evening at Mr. G 
the Bull’s Head, Harcourt Street, Leicester. Mr. H. Starkey pres 
Mr. C. Cave filled the vice-chair. After the cloth was drawn the p: 
distriouted as follows :—Perch, first, W. Smith; second, W. Freer; 
Farrow. Roach, first, W. Noon; second, C. Cave; third, J. Freer. - 
first, S. Bruce; second, H. Starkey; third, W. Holmes. Chub, first, 








i 


‘It did not matter what they used, they all managed to get some fish. 
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Chawner; second, A. Tanzer; third, Cornish. Bream, first, G. Chamberlain ; 
second, G. Gask. Whitling, first, D. Paterson; second, Bircumshaw ; third, 
Isliffe. A vote of thanks was unanimously passed to the committee and secre~ 
tary for their valuable services, and responded to by Mr. Greenwood, secretary, 
and Mr. C. Cave, president. Several other votes having been passed, the re- 
mainder of the evening was devoted to harmony. 


NEW WALTON AND COTTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

This new and flourishing society continues to make satisfactory progress, 
There have been weighed in some good takes of roach, rudd, dace, and a few 
trout from the Lee, Thames, Kennett and Colne; a large number of the roach 
over a pound, Onthe 24th ult., Mr, Wyeth had a brace of jack, largest 71 1b,, 
a very prettily-marked fish, On the 28th ult., Mr. Stocker, 12 1b. roach ; Mr. 
Hawkins, roach; Mr. Hallam, jack; Mr. Stringer, roach. On the 3Ist ult., 
Mr. Wyeth had jack from private waters.— WALTONIAN, 


PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members fished for the President’s Cup on the 28th ult. at Ware, but 
no one came off. The next match, on the 28th inst., for three prizes, given by 
Messrs. Beard, Furmer and Gardham, open match, but bank-fishing only. We 
shall be pleased to see any members of angling societies an Tuesday next, when 
we have our half-yearly dinner, special night ; Sailor in all his new songs.—W. 
H. Pace, hon sec. 

PHGNIX ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Our members were out at various places on the 28th ult. The waters were 
bright, so the sport was anything but good ; nevertheless, Messrs. Packer, Keen, 
Pritchard, the brothers Ashby, Bartrip, Burnett, Slater, Elbourn, Maynard, 
Reed, and Grist managed to capture 30 lb. of jack, roach, dace, perch, and 
bream.—W. Exzourn, sec, 

PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

About a dozen of the members of the above society had an outing on Thurs- 
day week, at Chichester, for an a(ternoon’s competition, but the ‘* glorious 
uncertainty,’’ which all true anglers are accustomed to, was largely predomi- 
nant, Mr. J. 8. Dyer only taking first prize with perch. The question has again 
cropped up, What has become of all the large fish in the canal? Time was, 
and oft, when the Portsmouth anglers made nothing of filling the'r creels to 
the tune of 1o and sometimes 20 Ib. weight of good size fish in an afternoon : 
but alas, it is feared, these good old days are past, and, like angels’ visits, the 
catches are now very few and far between. Such a splendid stretch of water 
would be u boon to anglers in this locality if it could be preserved and looked 
after; but, itis feared, under present circumstances, it can never possibly take 
place. The weather lately has not been favourable for the salt-water anglers. 
A very fine sturgeon was captured in the week in Portsmouth Harbour bya 
Hardway waterman, weighing-over 30 lb.—DaGGERWooD. 


QUEEN’S ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Our members were out on the 28th ult., but met with little sport. Mr. 
Walford, 41b. 1? 0z. roach and dace; Mr. Morgan, 2 1b, I} 02. roach and 
dace; Mr. A. Chick, 1 1b, 152 oz, roach and dace; Mr, Pratt, rlb, roach and 
dace; Mr, Corney, 12 0z, gudgeon.—_L, WatrorbD, sec, 





RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY, 

At the meeting of the Richmond Piscatorial Society on Wednesday last 
there were present, Mr. F. C. Clench, chairman; Mr. H. Taman, acting vite- 
chairman ; Mr, Terrill, treasurer; Mr. Davis, librarian; My. Gaynor, curator; 
Messrs. J. Plant, F. W. Perkins, E. H. Smith, J. Field, H. T. Giles, J. 
Munro, F. A. Crew, G. H. Hester, A. J. Little, C. J. Turner, A. P. C. Per- 
cival, E. V. Powell, R. East, J. R. Summers, R. Bingley, W. Cockburn, Js 
Neville, W.E. Scantleberry, J. M. Marjason, G. C. Rowland, &c. The 
minutes of previous meeting having been confirmed and signed, the winners of 
the autumn roach sealed handicap, fished for on that day, were declared as 
follows—First, Mr. J. G. Houghton, 12 1b. 10 02; second, Mr. A. J. Little, 
11 lb. ; third, Mr. R. Bingley, 7 Ib. 2} oz., these weights were without allow- 
ance, and the show of roach on this occasion has never since the formation of 
the society approached the like. There were exhibited ten trays of the com- 
petitors, all roach, and each measuring 8 inches, the majority being considere 
ably over that size, and the gross weight 51 lb. 5 cz. The fisbermen were, in 
order of merit, Bushnell, J. Brain, and H. Howard. The fish were all taken 
with bread, and this take must surely prove the enormous quantity of fish in 
the Thames below Richmond Bridge, and, asa matter of fact, shows the fish 
are there and only want taking. A match for £5 has been arranged between 
Messrs. A. J. Little and J. M. Marjason in the tidal waters on Wednesday 
next for gross weight of roach and dace, measurements respectively 8 and 7 
inches, This is looked forward to with much interest, both gentlsmen being 
excellent anglers. The competition for the fishing coracle will take place the 
following Wednesday, and in his usual liberality Mr. E. H. Smith has offered 
as a second prize on that day guinea for the largest number of roach over 1 lb. 
and dace over 7 oz. Thelock question was under consideration for a length 
of time, and it was ultimately resolved the chairman be requested to attend 
the deputation on Saturday next and urge the desirability of the construction 
of a lock below Richmond Bridge, and at the same time that steps should be 
taken for the abolishing netting above the proposed new lock. A vote of thanks 
to the chairman closed the proceedings.—JouNn H. GAunt, sec. 


RODNEY PISCATORIALS: 

Our three months’ competition for Mr. G. Lea’s prize and several others, 
was brought to a close on the 28th ult , on which day a number of the members 
visited Taplow, where, thanks to Mr. Plummer, they had the pleasure of seeing 
and having some good sport. While passing down the river they saw a gentle- 
man strike a nice jack, and Mr. Robert Plummer was very soon on the spot 
with the net with which he Janded ‘‘ Mr, Johnny’” into the punt. It was 
estimated at about 10 1b. They saw several gentleman out chub-fishing, who 
seemed to have a fine time of it. Having reached the place appointed, we lost 
no time in getting to work ; some were trying worms, some gentles, ene paale. 

evera 
small prizes were given for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd gross weight taken that day, 
and at the close the following was the result:—Mr. Hotham, Ist, with dace 
and gudgeon, beating Mr. Dodd, who had a nice show of dace, by one ounce; 
Mr. Arnsby came 3rd with roach, the heaviest of which weighed 14 oz. Messrs. 
Grant, Marsk, Pyne, Liversage, also had fish. The next competition will take 
place at Esher on November the 18th. The result of the three months’ com- 
petition is as follows :—Mr. W. Marsh, Ist, silver watch; Mr. G. Dodd, 2nd, 


roach rod and tackle; Mr. Arnsby wins the copper kettle with nine shows of 


roach, perch, dace, gudgeon, from various parts of the country. —Prx1r, 
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SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
We had a fair show of fish on the 28th ult., Mr. A, Manning having a fine 
show of bream and roach; Mr, R, Breedon, roach and bream; Mr, Wood- 
head, roach; and Mr, I’, Machin, bream,—W, S. WoopHEAD, sec, 





SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At a meeting held at the Prince Arthur on Wednesday, October 24th, there 
was a goodly attendance of members. Some good harmony during the even- 
ing, auditors appointed, also election of secretary; F.H. Weston, secretary 
pro tem., being elected permanent secretary by acclamation. Members are 
requested to attend next meeting, October 31st, for the furtherance of important 
business, —Oxus. ; 


STOKE NEWINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The following members weighed in on the 28th ult.:—Mr. T. Mi lington, 
jack and bream; Mr. Whitmore, dace and bream; Mr. C. J. Robiason, roach 
and bream; Mr. W. Read, roach; J. Gretton, roach. Messrs. C. F. Robin- 
son, Millington, and Whitmore won the three special prizes in the order 
named, At our last meeting it was proposed and carried that a smoking con- 
cert be organised on behaif of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, due notice of 
the date of which will be given, Quarterly night, November 7.—J. GRETTON. 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

Several members were out on the 28th, and met with very good sport, 
Mr. J. Richardson, roach, dace, and bleak; J. Payne, roach; George Belton, 
roach, perch, and gudgeon; W. Windred, roach; J. Currans, roach and dace. 
On the 4th inst., the members will fish a jack and perch fishing match, at the 
association water, Weybridge, for three prizes, from the Bridge by the Basing- 
stoke Canal down stream to the lock at Weybridge Bridge, towing path side. 
First train from Waterloo 8.45 a.m.—W. Tyzur. 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 
The usual monthly meeting will take place on Monday evening next, the 5th 
inst., at 9 o’clock; Mr. 8. Morgan chairman.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 





WALTONIANS. 

The Waltonians still continue to deserve success. On the 28th ult. eleven 
members weighed in, Mr. Giles with roach, 7 1b. 3 0z.; Mr. Hunt, roach, 
6 <b. 63 oz. ; and Mr. T. Watsins, roach, 5 lb. 6 oz., headed the list. Messrs. 
Brady and Grace had also takes of roach and dace, juston 4 1b. Messrs. Starr, 
Malcolm, Morgan, Crabb, Jukes, and myself also weighed in.—A. J. 
MARRIOTT. 

WELLINGTON ANGLING SOCIETY. : 

The above society, held at the Prince George, Hill Street, Walworth, will 
have a grand visiting night the first Monday in November (the 5th). All 
members of the South London, and other angling societies, are’ cordially in- 
vited on this interes*ing occasion, as Mr. C. Wright, a member of the W. A. S. 
will exhibit the fine pike he caught—as was announced in your GAzurra a few 
weeks ago. A large muster of members are expected on this occasion.— 
P. Harold. 


WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting of this Society was held on Tuesday evening last, on 
which occasion the prizes for the competi ion of 28th October were paid over to 
the successful members, Mr. Yarham securing the first prize of £3 10s. with 
It lb, of roach and dace, Mr. Head fo'lowing for the second prize with a jack 
from the Thames 8} lb., Mr. G. Evans securing the third prize of £1 2s. 6d. 
with a brace of jack weighing 8 1b. 2} oz., and the fourth prize of £1 was 
taken by Mr. Beasley with twenty-one barbel weighing very close to 8 lb. 
Messrs Jines, Hulbert, Pink, Dawes and Thompson also had good takes, but 
nothing to beat the above in weight. This makes the seventh competition this 
year, and, as usual, was attended with satisfactory results. It is arranged that 
two further competitions take place before the closing of the year, the first of 
which will be (Thames only) on the 25th November.—H. T. 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The members competed for Mr. Coleman's prizes without success on the 
28th ult. Mr. H. Addon’s prize will be fished foron the 4th ult., roving 
commission, all fish to weigh, Noy. 18th, Mr. P. Magne’s prize, roving coms 
mission, jack only to weigh. 








THE AWARDS. 


ioe of the irritation aroused by the publication of the 

Jurors’ Awards has been allayed by the knowledge that the 
Commissioners were carefully examining into every complaint 
made, and that a second edition of the prize list would be pub- 
lished. The first, which emanated from the Jurors’ office, was, 
not to mince matters, a decided muddle, and it has been now 
found necessary to hand the editing of the second edition over to 
another department. ‘There are still many strange verdicts not 
to be explained by accidental mistakes, and it is hoped that a 
supplementary issue will assist to remedy some defects. —Dazly 
News. 








ToTAL NUMBER OF VISITORS TO THE EXHIBITION.—The 
number of visitors on Wednesday, the closing day, was 13,859, making 
a total for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of 122,704. The total 
number from the opening of the Exhibition until its close has been 
2,703,051. It must be understood that the above numbers do not 
include the opening day, May rath, when it is computed that over 
20,000 persons were present. 

‘‘ FISH FOR THE MILLION.”’—This is the title of a penny pamphlet, published 
by A. Ritchie and Co., 6, Red. Lion Court, Fleet Street. Its second title, 
“The A. B. C. Guide for Buying and Cooking all Kinds of Fish,’’ explains 
its object. It gives over 100 recipes for cooking all kinds of fish, including 
barbel, bleak, and bream, Ifit can make bream nice, it must be a wonderful 
recipe. The little work is well worth buying. 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


Angling in the tidal waters of Richmond and Twickenham has been un- 
parelleled during the present season, and few can form any idea of the immense 
quantity of fish that has been taken out of this portion of the river. It is fair 
to assume—much though it may be regretted—that no fish are put back again, 
and if not’taken away by the anglers, are left in the punt and doubtless sent 
away to be sold as bait. Hence it is that so many cans of fish are conveyed 
by the trains from Twickenham Station, and so long as they are sizeable and 
caught by the rod and Jine, there is no law to prevent it. Under the new stan- 
dard of sizes, a dace of six inches in extreme length is only a small fish, and 
just the size for jack bait. Very much before this time last year, the river was 
completely flooded, and continued more or less to the end of the season—now 
the complaint above the locks is a deficiency of water. 


Richmond, 

C. Brown, in six days, 96 lb. of roach and dace. Edward Brown, in the 
same time 98 lb; Henry Wheeler, 72 lb. and eight barbel; H. Mansell, 
96 lb.; Henry Howard, one day, with Mr. Newman, 22 1b.; another day, ten 
dozen of dace ; another day, seven dozen of roach and dace ; another day with 
Mr. Wix, 15 lb., and another day, 27 1b. Job Brain, in six days, 108 lb. of 
roach and dace and eight barbel, the largest 5 1b. 

The Bank anglers at Richmond have weighed in at the “* Jolly Anglers ’’ the 
following single takes :—Mr. Wesbon, 9 1lb,; Mr. Ackland, 4 lb., Mr. Grey, 
5 lb.; Mr. Ekins; 81b., Mr, Webber, 9 -Ib,; Mr. Weller, 6 1b.; Messrs. 
Bennett and Burrows, a joint take of 20 lb., some of the roach weighingt lb. 
each; Mr. King, 8 lb.; Mr, Bradling, 8 lb., and Mr, Kidd, 7 Ib., all roach 
and dace. : 

Twickenham. 

Mr. Beard, with George Chamberlain, in six days, forty-eight dozen of dace. 
C. Hennessey, in two days, ninedozen. R. Coxen, in three days, 34 lb. of 
roach and dace. A. Farmer, in one day, 171b. Samuel Cole, in two days, 
34 1b. George Coxon, in the same time, 4o lb. J. Spong, in five days, 
twenty-five dozen. James Dobbin, in five days, go dozen. J. Dunn, in four 
days, twenty six and half dozen. Mr. C. Miles, in one day, 100 dace and 
another day with Mr. G. Wright and Mr. Nicholls, 18 1b. of roach. 


Teddington, 

B. Stevens, in one day, nine dozen of good roach, one barbel, and four 
bream, of 2 1b, each. Joseph Baldwin, in one day, 16 lb. of good roach and 
dace; and another day, five dozen of roach and dace, and one barbel. C. 
Baldwin, in one day, twenty-two roach, most of them 1 1b, each ; and 
another day, five dozen of roach and dace, Frank Kemp, in one day, three 
jack, the largest 5 lb. . 

Kingston, 

John Johnson, jun., in five days, eleven dozen roach and dace, and twenty- 
four brace of perch, John Johnson, jun.,in three days, eight dozen roach and 
dace, five brace of perch end one jack. The bank anglers about four dozen of 
roach and dace per day, and some perch, barbel, and bream, and at Surbiton, 
about five dozen and some perch, barbel, and chub. 


East Moulsey. 


Thomas Davis, ina couple of days, seventeen dozen of roach and dace. 
Chatles Davis, in the same time, twelve dozen. Thomas Milbourne, in two 
half-days with Mr. Taylor and Mr. Strange, of London, ten dozen of roach, a 
bream of 43 Ib. and a barbel of 2 1b. ‘Thomas Watford, in one day, four dozen 
ofroach and dace. C. Stone, four dozen. John Smith, in two hours, three 
jack, the largest 71b. The bank anglers have been getting some sport 
amongst the roach, dace, and perch. 


Hampton, 

James Langshaw, in three days, seventeen dozen of roach anc dace and one 
bream. The bank anglers have had moderate takes of roach, dace, gudgeon, 
and barbel. 

Sunbury. 

Messrs. T. and A. Stroud, in five days have made a total of eighteen dozen 
of roach and daze, five jack, the largest 6 lb.; four bream, the largest 34 lb. 
and nice brace of good perch. Messrs. E. Clarke and Sons, in the same ‘inves 
twenty dozen of roach and dace, a couple of barbel, six brace of perch, and a 
brace of Jack, 44 lb. The bank ang'ers have been getting roach, dace, and 
gudgeon, y 
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Walton. 


R. Watford, in one day with Mr. Wood, fuur dozen of roach and dace; 
another day with Mr. Beil, three dozen of roach and a_ barbel of 23 lb, 
another half day with Mr. Bell, two dozen of roach and one perch ; and another 
day in the afternoon, with Mr. Abbott, three dozen of roach and one perch, 
Mr. Reading and friends from the bank, one brace of jack. J. Hone, one day, 
three dozen of roach and dace, and another day, six brace of perch. George 
Hone, jun., in one day, four dozen of roach and dace, several of the roach 1 1b, 
each, and a bream of 2 lb.; another day, three dozen of roach and dace. 
George Hone, in one day, a jack of 3 lb. 

The water is now getting in good condition for fishing; there have beena 
few jack taken, averaging from 2} 1b. up to 41b. ; G. Hone, jun.,-one day, 5 
dozen of roach and dace, another day, 3 dozen roach and dace, and 4 dozen 
gudgeon, and 4 perch; J. Hone, 2 days, 7 dozen roach and dace, and 1 dozea 
of perch ; Watford, 2 days, 6 dozen of roach, dace, and 1 doz perch ; @. Hone, 
sen., 2 days, 4 dozen of perch, and a jack of 4 lb.—S. RosEWELL, 


Halliford, 


G. Rosewell, in one day, six dozen of roach and dace, the largest roach 
1 lb. 6 oz., and another day, seyen barbel, one bream, and five roach. 


Shepperton, 

David Hackett, in three hours, three dozen of roach and dace. 
F. Purdue, fishing with Mr. Huntingdon and friend on Wednesday, one 
jack, 2lb. Mr. House, in three days, one jack, and eight dozen of roach and 
dace. The water in condition, fish are not on the feed. Wind in the East,— — 
FREDERICK PURDUE, F é 
Weybridge. . 
Mr. Bowen, with Herbert Curr, in one day, five dozen of good roach and | 
dace and a bream of 3} 1b. Mr, Beatley, two barbel, weighing 3 lb. ’ | 
4 

: 


Chertsey, 

James Haslett, in one day, a couple of barbel and five roach of 1 Ib. each. 
James Haslett, jun., inone day, seven dozen of gudgeon and one dozen of 
roach. J. Poulter, in one day, two dozen of roach, and another day with Mr. 
Hill and Mr. Porter, eight brace of perch and one jack. 


Staines, 


C. Hone, in one day, fourteen dozen of roach and dace, and Samuel Scott 
two jack, weighing respectively 9} 1b. and 6 lb. 


Eynsham, 


Not having anything worthy of note to report, have not written to you 
lately. The water, which had got out over the banks and was very thick, is 
once againin capital condition. We have had some good takes of perch with 
lob worms and several jack have been caught trolling. Mr. Geen 
and self tried the Evenlode on Saturday ; the water then was rather thick, 
but we had a nice bag of roach and perch, the largest perch weighing 1} ]b., 
all taken wi-h lobworms. The Evenlode and Cherwell are now in good cordi- 
tion, and I hope to be able to report good takes next week.—W. B. Howe. 


Dockett Point. 


Not much to report this week, but the water is getting better, and not quite 
so dirty as it has been, and down to summer level. There will be better pros- 
pects next week for fishing. One day, two barbel and five roach, a pound 
each ; J. Haslett, jun., one day, 7 dozen gudgeon and one dozen roach.— 
JAMEs HASLETT. 


UPPER THAMES, ‘ 


ao t 


Oxford. 4 

Within the past week a change has come over the spirit of the dream—the 
weather has been settled and bright, and, under the altered condition of affairs, _ 
the fish have been going fairly well. Reports of large catches in various paris 
of the district have 1eached me, but I have a strong suspicion that many of 
them originated in the fertile fancies of my informants ; and, therefore, I refrain 
from inserting any of them, for it appears to me that there is a certain class of _ 
persons who think it great guns to sell a reporter. On Saturday, Dr. Blick, of — 
Islip, had a nice bag of roach. The catch in all consisted of twenty fish, - 
averaging Jb, On Tuesday, my friend, Mr. Davis, bagged eleven perch 
from Deep Martin. On Friday, in the Upper Thames, Mr. Davis, in company — 
with Mr. F. Hitchcock, brought home fifteen perch, the two best weighing 
1 lb. 9 oz and 2 1b. 1 oz. respectively, and 11 lb. of coarse fish, comprising 
two dace, four roach, and three chub, the largest 3 lb. On Monday, in the — 
Oxford Angling Society’s water, Mr. Muncy, jun, grassed a 2 1b. jack; and 
on the following day, his (father, Mr. J. | Mundy, caught four 3 1b. perch, and 
two jack weighing 131b. each. To-day (Thursday) Mr. Davis was out in his 
old spot, but only succeeded in taking two small perch. I am infirmed that 
the Cherwell, below Islip, was to be netted on Wednesday; but I have been 
unable to gather anything authentic on the subject. Suffice it say that, wheneve 
the river is drawn, a great catch is always expected, though, as a strange but 
indisputable fact, no carp are ever caught at these times, the native cunning of 
this peculiar fish being a match for the bipeds in their boats.—MrpiEy 
TROUT. 

























Wraysbury. 

Water too low and bright for good bags. Fine fishing will result in a fey 

good fish, Mr. P. Geen, fishing here on Thursday, has taken two barbel, two 

chub, two roach, and two dace—this without previously groundbaiting. H 

expects to get a grand bag to-day (Friday) ; and if he does not I shall be sur- 
prised, for he does know how to fish when the water is the present colour, __ 


Goring, 

Water in good order for all-round fishing. Have been taking some good 
perch. Jack and perch coming on better. My best day, two dozen of very 
good perch and two jack, largest jack 3 1b. Prospects for the next few day 
good.— JOHN RusH. 





Ancholme District. 


Thelweather aJl through the past week has been delightfully fine; in fact, quite 
a return tosummer. The waters have consequently become much clearer, and 
with a few more such days, will be in the: primest order for autumnal fishing. 
The leaves are still very troublesome, but are gradually disappearing. It is very 
satisfactory to report that the Fontinalis which I put into streams hereabout 
two years ago are now on the spawning beds, I have caught several for experi 


. Clavering, one. 
- tleman, two. 
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ment sake, and have found some which have about half spawned, and the 
remaining eggs would come out with gentle pressure. After satisfactory 
examination I have returned them to the waters with my best wishes that they 
may increase, multiply, and replenish the streams. The best of these two-year- 


old fish were fully twelve and thirteen inches long, and weighed about } lb.. 


Some of the best springlings turned out in February last are now six and seven 
inches long. No fish whatever, except an occasional eel, were found in these 
brooks until I took them in hand.—THoMAs Forp, Caistor. 


Chichester. 


With better weather sport has materially improved this week. Some good 
bream have been taken in the canal by the night enthusiasts, and a large pike 
is reported as breaking away from Mr. Young. At Selham, Mr. Urry, of 
Deptford, has landed some fine roach, Pike are reported plentiful.—GrorGE 
F. Satter. 

Colne. 


Low and bright, nothing to report, no takes of any note this week. Mr. 
Hoole (the station master) has succeeded in getting Mr. Gurney, of Coln- 
brook, to permit anyone he may introduce, to fish his mile and half of water for 
2s. 6d. per day. That is the lowest figure he could manage. Mr. Gurney 
wishes to keep his water select, —RoACH. 


Dove. 

The river has fined down‘considerably since I; last wrote, and as grayling 
haye been rising freely good sport has been enjoyed, especially on the Harting- 
ton, Dovedale, and Newbury waters, The needle fly has been on the surface 
in crowds, and the artificial resemblance thereof has proved very destructive. 
Some heavy baskets of mixed fish have been killed between Rocester and 
Uttoxeter, and chub have accepted the worm eagerly. In fact, I may say that 
prospects all round are just now extremely favourable, and though the season 
is very late, I can cordially recommend a visit to our rivers. The great sub- 
ject of conversation among our fishermen, is in reference to the awards at the 
Fisheries Exhibition. It is not too much to say that everybody is digusted: 
that indeed is only a mild word, as describing what is realiy felt by the majority 
of the anglers. The very idea of Messrs. Foster's exhibits being treated as 
they were! However, they can afford to treat the exhibition, and all that 
belongs to it with contempt, satisfied with their world-wide celebrity, and the 
superior character of all their goods to everything Scotch. That’s my opinion, 


‘THE SPLODGER. 
Eden (Armathwaite). 


The fishing for the last five days has been the best of the whole season, such 
numbers of fish have been taken and so heavy weighted. George Potter took 
three at Bracklewaith, in the association water, their weights being 29, 25, and 
23 lb. Mr. Walter Behrens took one in the Cayley Castle water, which gave 
him good sport for three-quarters of an hour, and when landed weighed 25 lb. 
Cannon Prescot took two on Wednesday. Mr. Behrens, one; Sir Henry 
At Holme Wraugle Mr. Hewetson took two ; another gen- 
At Armathwaite George Ferguson, three; and Thomas Bird, 
one. Owing to the late floods, the water is alive with fish, and gentlemen 
staying at the Red Lion are out to-day, The Countess of Lonsdale is expected 
at the Castle. Her Ladyship is considered an expert fisher.—SkrDDAW, 


Eden (Carlisle). 


This week will be a memorable one in the annals of Carlisle anglers. Never 
before within my memory have so many salmon been caught with the rod in 
the same time. And yet the weather has been farfrom suitable. On Monday, 
the first day, the water was really in order, we had a bright, glaring sun without 
a breath of wind, yet I have heard of numbers of fish being landed. The same 
weather prevailed on Tuesday with nearly as good a result. Wednesday was 
bright in the forenoon but dull afterwards, and good sport was had, It would 
take up too much of your space to enumerate each fish that was killed. Suffice 
it to say that three fish was no uncommon bag (in one case the three weighed 
73 lb.), whilst one angler had four, another five. The best results were ob- 
tained in tne waters of the Carlisle Angling Association. I have just heard 
that a fish of 441b. was killed in these waters on Wednesday.—SILVER 
GREY, 

Ilfracombe. 


Sea-Fishing.—During the past week the fishiag with ground lines from the 
boats has been very good. Several boats out. daily, some to the eastward, 
others to the westward, as the tides suit, and their average catches of conger 
are from 120 lb. to 135 lb. per boat each tide. Several cod have been caught, 
weighing from 121b. to141b. each. Boats are out daily trying for herrings, but 
there have been no heavy catches. Some mackerel have been caught, anda 
small salmon was found by one of the fishermen in his nets, weighing 1} lb. 
Some large whiting have been caught with hand lines from the pier and rocks. 
A small tramble was set at Shallow Path, when they hauled a few pairs of soles, 
some whi ing, plaice, and tamlin. The largest catch of herrings has been this 
morning—one and a quarter and two maize in a boat. Conger plentiful, of fine 
size and biting very freely. Weather at present fine.—E. Comer. 


Lea (Ware). 5 

No rain since last report, consequently water bright. The Cavendish fished 
a peg-down here on the 28th ult., but very little sport : one reason was they 
pitched in the wrong place. They should have fished from the Bridge to the 
«Boom ”? in the live water, the takes from the barges being about 4 lb., each 
including some very handsome fish, mostly roach. Mr King and Mr. Roberts, 
of Hertford, fishing from Hertford to Engine house on 27th ult., caught six 
jack, going 22 lb., the bait being dace, I might here mention that the great, 
little Charlie Bailey whilst bait-catching, took two grayling of a decent size. 
It is supposed here that they have been washed out of private water. 
Anglers visiting Ware as a rule condemn the ale, saying if they make 
the malt here they do not know how to brew ale ; but if they go to the Barge, 
the first pub. on the right hand side over the bridge, they will get a splendid 
glass of ale at 6d. per pot.—Pipg CLAY. 


Leicester. 


During the past four or five days the weather has been more favourable for 
angling operations, and taking into consideration the lateness of the season, a 
fair number of anglers have been patronising the home waters, but the results 
have perhaps not quite been up to their expectations. At the noon part of the 
day some good roach were caught, and at the Aylestone preserves lately chub 
fishermen have predominated, and capital fish ace being caught from these 
noted waters. Many pike up to 6 1b. have also been landed, and_ there isa 
prospect of good sport in the future should the weather only remain favourable. 
A good few anglers have also been visiting the out-of-town resorts in this 


locality. Mr. T. Smith, among others, showed some good pike taken on 
different days during this week from private waters. The weather on Thurs- 
day was exceedingly mild but dull, and the watera favourable both for chub 
and pike fishing.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are both in excellent condition for all kinds of angling, being 
very clear. ‘he grayling are very shy and will not take the fly, and consider- * 
able difficulty is experienced in striking them. The flies are fast vanishing 
from the face of the waters, and only a few whirling duns and willows are all 
that remain. At present the willow is the most certain killer in the neighbour- 
hood, and for bottom.fishing, either the worm or maggot. There has been 
but little doing in the waters up Bodenham way, though a fishing party will 
visit that quarter in a few days, should the weather prove favourable. Large 
fish are to be seen daily up the tributaries, having gone up to spawn. A 
gentleman visited the Arrow on Saturday, and caught a nice lot of grayling 
with the worm. On Monday, an angler visited the Lugg, not far from the 
Railway station, and after fishing some time with the maggot, secured a nice 
dish of fish. The weather (while writing) is thick and overcast, very little sun 
being seen for a day or two. I have not heard of anything being done up 
Shobden waters, things this week being rather quiet.—-GwyYNNE. 


‘Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water has fined down nicely, and there ought to be plenty of pike and 
chub fishing. On Wednesday evening the members of the angling club 
and a few other friends presented Mr. W. Flood, of the Water Works, with a 
handsome gold watch and chain, as an appreciation of the many kindly services 
he has rendered.—YeE MrpwaAy WATER Rat. 


Oulton Broad and Dyke (Mudford Bridge), 


Pike fishing is on the improve, the average weight a little on the increase. 
Tuesday, one taken of 11 1b. on the Broad. Large ones are there in great 
quantities, but at present the weeds are so thick that there is great difficulty in 
securing your fish after hooking him. There have been a great many taken of 
4, 5 and6 lb., andin the Waveney, spinning has resulted in the capture of 
several fish of the same size. Wateris beautiful, and everything points to a 
very successful pike time. —Gzo. MAson. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham), 


The weather fair, South-western breezes. The waters are in splendid condi- 
tion, and have been for over a week. Some splendid takes of jack last week, 
one gentleman took seven jack one day and nine the next, weight of least 
4% Ib., heaviest over 7 1b. Another gentleman had a lot of roach, some over 
1 lb. The takes have been unusually good.—PicrTus. 


Ouse (Littleport). 


The following is a list of the anglers and their sport:—Oct. 25th, Mr. H. 
Lee, Cam. 181b. roach; Mr. W. Rowton, Cam, 131b.; Mr. J. W. B. Rooke, 
Cam., 8 Jb. in four hours; these three takes very good. Oct. 26th, Messrs. 
Harry and Harold Flack, Cam., a nice bag of 17 lb. of good roach, Mr. Harold 
getting the fish of the day, a roach of 1 lb. 4} oz. ; Mr. J. Allen, Littleport, 
114 lb. ; Mr. J. W. B. Rooke, Cam., 74 lb. good roach in two and a half 
hours. Oct. 27th, Mr. J. W. B. Rooke, Cam. 15 lb. roach ; Mr. J. George, 
Cam., 13 Ib. roach and silver bream ; largest roach and bream 1 lb. each. 
Oct. 28th, Mr. J. Allen, Littleport, 18 lb. roach, largest 1 1b.20z.. Tenother 
anglers out, and all did equally well. Oct. 29th, wind shifted toEK.S.E, 
and roach in consequence biting fitfully ; Mr. R. Hills, Cam. 11 Ib. roach in 
one hour fifty minutes ; Dr. Cooper, Cam., 7 1b. ; Mr. Osborne, Cam., 7 1b. ; 
Mr. Nix, London, 10 lb.; Mr. Toms, London, 10 lb., besides several pounds 
returned to the water ; Major Hely, Ely, 4 lb. goodroach in one hour; Messrs. 
Gray and Pryor, Cam., a very good bag, not weighed; Mr. F. Pryor, Cam. 
beside alot of roach, two jack, 4} and 241b.—CHARLIE£ SouTH. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

Winter is fast approaching, and all the surroundings of the waterside form 
beautiful pictures of many colours, clothed as they are at present in their 
autumn robes; but with all their beauty they do not move the angler’s heart 
with those feelings which he experiences, on beholcing the first appearance of 
spring, with its bright sun, at intervals, showers and budding trees. Although 
at present the river is in fair bottom-fishing, condition the weather is too cold 
to tempt many anglers to the banks. Here and there by chance you come 
across one who is most assiduously plying his art, either to tempt the pike, 
perch, roach, or dace, and they frequently get rewarded for their perseverance, 
Several whom I have met this week have taken a few fish, the best baskets 
being one of perch, taken with the worm, and nice fish they were. I also saw 
a nice little pike taken by the same means. Very few salmon have been landed 
this season with the rod in this district, through the river during the later part 
being continually out of condition, which is very vexing, as there have been a 
great number of fish seen since the nets were taken off. All that now remains 
for disappointed anglers to do is to hope for better luck next year.—SEVéRN 


SALMON. 
Taw (North Devon), 


The water is right for fishing, and with gentlemen who prefer fishing, the 
gun is laid aside to have the next fifteen days by the water, and then farewell 
for another season. Salmon are still running up. A pilot on the river told me 
he saw many jumping on Wednesday. I have heard of a few big salmon 
being taken. Iam told of a gent who was going to have his last throw, and 
believed if a fish moved he would be a heavy one. The minnow wasscarcely 
put into the water when the gent sang out to his friend ‘* I have a whale,’’ and 
away ran master salmon railway speed, and just when sixty yards was out a 
crash, not as on the Underground Railway on Wednesday, but under the water, 
and then all was over. The line was broken, fish gone. I have heard of 20 peal 
and four salmon being taken averaging (salmon I mean) 20 lb. each. Should 
fish be taken next season in the numbers they have been this, the Taw will be 
the river where angles can settle down; but like the showman I would say 
‘Come early and be in time, or you will not have a chance.’’—Rusty 


GAME. 
Teme (Ludlow), 

This stream and its tributaries have, within the last few days, undergone a 
great improvement, and are all now in good condition for top or bott om 
fishing. Anglers who patronise the former will do well during November to 
stick to the whirling blue, the pale blue, or the willow flies, as these are_most 
likely to prove effective in the deep waters, while for other portions of the 
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stream, the ground bait to use is either the worm or maggot. During the first 
part of the present week, fishing to any great extent has not been carried on, 


though some really fine specimens of the grayling have been landed. Up the Clun’ 


ene gentléman, who was fishing with the worm and maggot, caught nine or ten 
fine grayling, the lot turned the scale at 5 1b. 30z Another gentleman caught 
eight fish with a similar bait. Inthe Leintwardine quarter some little fishing 
on, anda few good fish landed. In Steventon, Ashford, and Sudford good fish- 
ing has not been much in practice. Anglers in the Corve have been pretty 
lucky this week. A few fish landed from the Onibury waters. Weather 
promises to be fine.—S. 
Teme (Tenbury). 


Anglers will rejoice to hear that the Teme at this inland watering-place is 
itself again, and fly-fishing or bottom fishing can be again indulged in to their 
heart’s content. The water is nice and clear, and up by Little Hereford bridge 
we heard of a gentleman doing considerable execution the other day with the 
maggot. The grasshopper was tried at the beginning of this week, and 
succeeded in securing some very fine grayling. Some gentlemen fishing above 
the bridge tried the fly on Saturday, but their luck was very bad; a few very 
small fish were all they took home at nightfall. On Friday, an angler, near the 
town, caught with the maggot a very good dish of grayling, averaging } lb. 
each. On the Saturday the worm was plied in the Teme with very good effect. 
In the tributary stream of the Letwyche some good bottom fishing has been had 
—in fact, this is the best water round here this week. Enquiry being made 
respecting the Kyre and the Rea, I was informed that nothing has been doing 
in the latter stream, and a few fish caught in the former, which is still high but 


clear.— WORCESTER. 
Trent (Newark) 


* The water at the time of writing is in in fairish condition, rather high, but 
still not amiss to look at. Sport, as far as I can learn, has not been very good 
this last fortnight ; a fortnight ago we had a very heavy flood, and it has only 
cleared down to fairish fishing trim within the last two or three days, but (and 
hang those ‘ buts ’’), it has been raining most of to-day, so probably we shall 
have another slight rise. A few bream and roach have been killed with tail end of 
lob, and I hear of a jack or two being had to-day, live-baiting. If prospects 
continue as at present, bream and roach should take the tail end of lob; chub 
ought to bite at a bit of nice white scratchings; and pike should be lured to 
destruction by a nice glittering dace. Water to-night in fairish trim; weather 
rather damp.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 

This river has run down rapidly, and was on Thursday in really prime condi- 
tion for all kinds of angling; but on that day the weather was miserably 
unfavourable, and very few anglers were out. Still some nice pike were forth- 
coming with the live bait from one of the private allotments. In the early part 
of the week, Mr. S. Sills, a thoroughly enterprising adept in all sorts of weather, 
succeeded in taking a splendid lot of dace and roach with the worm and mag- 
gots; and some capital fish have been brought down from Weston. Salmon 
fishing is now over for the season, which, for the Tient, has been a brilliant one; 
one Derby gentleman alone landing upwards of ascore. Very few grayling have 
been caught, although on Tuesday I saw six brace of grand fish which had been 
bagged in the Dove.—THz MAN AT THE CxvBs. 


Torridge (Torringtor). 

River high and fine ; but very few fish have been taken this week, although 
plenty of salmon are seen sporting, but do not take. The only reason I can give 
is the large quantity of leaves coming down, which get caught by the fly and 
minnow. There are only fourteen days left for fishing. This has been a very 
successful season for the fishing in North Devon, the very best ever was known ; 
and the rivers and tributaries are well-stocked with spawning fish for next 
season, and plenty of water to take them to their spawning beds, PRACTICAL 
ANGLER. 


Waveney (Beccles), 


From the time of sending my last report (Thursday evening) to the 28th u't. 
the weather and water were all that the angler could wish for, and those who 
availed themselves of the opportunity were well rewarded with good baskets. 
Pike fishermen especially had a good time of it, and some nice fish were taken, 
From the 28th ult. to Wednesday night the wind was due east, and with high 
tides, sport was anything but good. Mr. C. Cowles, of Stratford, was again 
after the jack, and had several fish from 3 to 41b. Mr. ©. Chase, out on 
Saturday afternoon from two to five o'clock, secured three splendid fish, 
weighing 173 lb, the two heaviest weighing 83 1b. and 62 lb., respectively. 
These fish afforded capital sport, and were taken spinning with rod and line. 
The largest and smallest of these fish were taken with the spoon, and the other 
with natural bait. On tie same day Mr, J. Rouse, thirty good-sized roach 
and five perch. Messrs. E. B. Oldham and W. Crooks, had a nice basket of 
roach, most of them scaling $ to # 1b, on the 28th, Mr. F. Wright, a jack of 
7 1b.; Mr. G. Stevenson hadalso a good fish. Mr. M. Mills, one of 316. On 
the 30th, Mr. W. Balls, a jack of 3 lb. Two other large fish were hooked, but 
broke away. The general method of capturing pike in this river is anything 
but sportsmanlike,{viz., trolling (or trailing) from the bow of the boat with the 
line between the fingers, andno rod. Anglers cannot be surprised when fish 
break away, and besides, it makes the fish very shy, if they are pricked often. 
Tt would be advisable for all anglers to use arod andline, as the extra sport 
afforded in this way will amply repay them, and it is by far the most sports- 
manlike manner of taking these fish. Wind §.E. Waternice colour. Should 
the wind change, better sport will probably be the resultt—A WaAvrENry 


ANGLER. 
Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


The grayling season has now fairly commenced, and although, so far, the 
water has been against anglers, some decent dishes have been taken by swim- 
ming the worm. J. Dewes, of Leeds, killed five beauties last Saturday, one a 
grand fish scaling 14 Ib., which is a good size for this district. When a suitable 
day for fly is found, the willow fly made from a coppery coloured grizzled hackle 
wound upon a body of-yellow silk, and fur from a mole, the brown owl and the 
red tag will kill better than anything; but for either the Yore or Wharfe the 
worm is by far the best bait to depend'upon.—FRrancis M. WALBRAN. 
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Grorce JAMES Haron, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES {or the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required 
from gentlemen who can fish, to prove whether they may be genuine ornot, Patronised by 
some of the best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—(ApDyT,) 
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ANSWERS TO. CORRESPONDENTS. 

ORANGE DuN.—The hooks would have remained firmly fastened to the gut if 
you had not oiled them. The oil has killed the wax, and all you can do is 

to have the hooks put on again, and in future do-not put oil near your wax 
fastenings. Evenin oiling the swivels on a trace care should be taken not 

to let the oil get on to the whippings of the gut or gimp, - 

G. L.—-Paste is probably the best bait you can use for roach now, gentles 
next, and then in thick water ledger in the quiet bays with tail of a lob- 
worm. We have found Mr. King’s registered powder for making paste 

for roach fishing answer admirably, it makes beautifully white paste, which 
resists the action of the water, and so is not dissolved like bread paste, and 

yet itis not too tough to prevent the hook catching, as is the case often 
with new bread paste. We have noticed the roach lately feeding on the 
‘long, tender leaves of the spawn weed. : 

A. Sampson (Battersea Friendly Society).—Not knowing the limits of the 
parishes we wrote to the Superintendent of Police at Maidenhead, and he 
kindly obtained for us the following information :—‘ The reach of water 
above Bolter’s Lock, and up to Cliveden, is open fishing, and under th 
charge of the Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray Angling Association, 
There is some backwater running out of the above, which is Mr. Grenfell’s, 

and would be Taplow water. The right bank (7.e., going up-stream) is in 
Taplow and Hedsor parishes, and the left (going up) is in Cookham 
parish.’? 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves res sponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.) 
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THE AWARDS. “i. 

Stm,—Your remarks relative to the ‘‘ Awards’’ will be endorsed by hundreds, 

and exhibitors will thank you for being their champion in exposing the injury 

they have received. Ifthe awards remain as published in the London Gazette, 

it will deter many from any future exhibit in the metropolis for some time to 
come.—I am, &c., 


Moseley, near Birmingham. Rotitvs. 


51R,—With reference to your article on the Jurors’ award to tackle-makers — 
at the International Fisheries Exhibition, and the printed report of Mr. Kelson 
in your last number, we note this gentleman takes exception to our receiving — 
the special prize for salmon lines, on. the plea that the Jury, in considering © 
them, only took strength into consideration. We wish to add, in justification 
to ourselves, that had the other points Mr. Kelson mentions also been con- 
sidered we have every reason to be confident that the award would still have 
been the same. Our lines are made exactly as Mr. Kelson says they should be ~ 
—of pure silk of the highest quality, from which all gum is extracted before 
manufacture, and for smoothness, flexibility, and weight for size will compare — 
in our favour with any makers, English or foreign. We exercise a most careful © 
supervision of them, and it is solely owing to this that we were in a position to — 
place before the Jury the magnificent lines that we exhibited. It at least must 
be conceded that if strength does not form the only virtue necessary ina 
salmon line, it is a most essential qualification to it. The majority of the Judges 
decided that this should be the test, and the competitors appear to have agreed, 
as no protest was made by any of them, and all took their lines to the Jury- 
room, knowing how they were to be tried. - 4 

In this fair competition our line was found the best, and, consequently by 
us the.award was fairly earned, and to us given. In place of there being any 
mistake in awarding that prize, it seems to be emphatically. an instance where 
fair competition discovered the best article. Further, we would add, if an 
equally fair competition had been used for the judging of salmon and trout 
rods, we are confident that in place of the medal at present awarded to us for 
them we should have taken a gold one. The whole of our exhibits were of the - 
very highest quality, and it has been expressed to us on all sides, both by — 
members of the trade and of the public, their extreme surprise that no gold 
medal was awarded to our fine ‘goods. We rely on your sense of justice to 
publish this letter in your next issue.—- We are, &c., 

Oct. 30. W. WATSON AND Sons, 





Srr,—I write under the strange influence of perplexity anent the Jury award — 
at South Kensington. It has been long familiar to me, amongst your other 
readers, that the Jury had decided not to make any awards for gut. How, then, 
is it possible for them to award a gold medal to one of our fishing tackle makers 
in Manchester for ‘‘ general exhibit’’—as the official pamphlet states—when 
they only show gut, in common fairness to other exhibitors of gut? The medal 
must have been given for the empty case, or, as an Irishman would put it, an 
empty case with gut in it.—I am, &c., Wo. W. JONEs. 

Rooden Lane, Prestwich, October 29th. “y 

[We quite think Mr. Ramsbottom deserves a gold medal. On the other hand, 
his was by no means the only show of fine gut, and to refuse to judge the gut 
and then give a medal for it—or else for the empty case—is, as our correspon« 
dent points out, perplexing.—Ep. | : 





S1r,—I have been much interested in reading in your last number you 
comments on Mr. Kelson’s report, and the correspondence on the Jurors’ 
awards at the Fisheries Exhibition. Allow me to assure you that the Inland | 
Fisheries Department is not the only one in which exhibitors feel aggrieved 
at the glaring unfairness of the Jurors’ decisions. That they are justly aggrieved 
—which, I doubt not, will be fully demonstrated at a meeting to be held at the - 
Paxton’s Head, Knightsbridge, on Tuesday next, at noon, when some 
very startling truths will be made known, and however unpalatable to the 
jurors themselves, their errors of judgment, and haphazard method of performe 
ing duties to which the most scrupulous attention should have been paid—if- 
nothing more than these—will be thoroughly discussed. I venture to hope 
you will publish this letter in your next issue, that those who might otherwise 
be unacquainted with the fact may be aware of, and help by their attendance at 
this meeting to show the public there is good foundation for the general dis« 
content which exists. I may add that I have been awarded a silver medal; but 
I know of several cases of gross injustiee.. I do not hesitate to use the words, 
and I enclose my card as a guarantee to you that I am prepared to endorse 
my statement.—I am, &c., AN EXuHIBIToR. — 

Shipmasters’ Society, Fenchurch Street, November tst. 4 , 
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JURY AWARDS. 

S1r,—In reference to my separate report as one of the Jurors in the Inland 
Fisheries, which I sent to you last week, I wish distinctly to state that my only 
cbject for mentioning one or two firms was to explain a few reasons why f 
could not concur with the majority of the Jury. I never contemplated offering 
a detailed report of each exhibit, which from my notes I could easily have done; 


and therefore trust this explanation will be satisfactory to a!l the other firms — 


whose names I did not speciatly mention.—I am, &c., 


Gro. M. KELson. 
Colyille Mansions, W., November 1. 


A SERMON ON THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 

Srr,—At the Congregational Church, Clarendon Road, Watford, the Rev. 
James Belsher preached a sermon on the Fisheries Exhibition, and the good 
this and otber countries have derived fromit. Many would be disposed to 
think that the Rev. Belsher was a lover of the rod, a skilful fly-fisherman, or 
perhaps a patent roacher. But no; [hear from a reliable source that he never 
landed a big trout or a1 Ib. roach in his life, or has no idea of fishing whatever. 
But it is very evident he spared no pains in thoroughly acquainting himself 
with all the little domestic matters of fish in general, for he described in a very 
minute manner the vast number of fish. thet it was possible to rear from the 
spawn of a single cod, perch, or mackerel, thus delighting all his listeners with 
anovel, interesting, and instructive, as well as religious, discourse. Even the 
gay and festive bloater did not escape notice, for he alluded to the great 
danger that our fishermen were always subject to in procuring this dainty 
relish for our breakfast. In the commencement he called to mind that Soloman 
spoke of fishes, and that Our Lord twice worked miracles with fish in 
Chapter v. of St. Luke, 5th and 6thverses, and Chapter xiv. of St.Matthew, 17th, 
18th, 1gth, and 2oth verses. To describe such a vast building as the Exhibi- 
tion was at South Kensington in three-quarters of an hour is, we all well know, 
impossible, but at the same time, the manner in which one found one’s self 
wandering down the various passages with the reverend gentleman was indeed 
marvellous. I feel convinced no one could have been more graphic and yet 
shaped his discourse to suit the place and time at which it was given. He 
spoke of the Bible-stall at the Fisheries, and the great quantity of foreign 
Bibles which had been sold to people whom it was possible would find great 
difficulty in procuring them in their own countries.—I am, &c , 

RED Worm. 





REDDITCH FLIES. 

Sm —I am not an adept with the fly rod, but fancy I know a good fly when 
T see it. There are as good makers in Redditch as in any part of the kingdom. 
Without a doubt a lot of great rubbish is turned out; but to my mind, the 
tackle shops or retailers should have the blame. Put the saddle on the right 
horse. The aim of some is to get a batch of so-called flies at the very lowest 
possible price, and selling them at the dearest, at the same time asserting that 
they are made by some well-known makers. The facts are ina nutshell. A 
manufacturer is loth to see an order pass him. He takes the order at a low 
price. Take Mr. Guise’s' letter and his townsmen’s price—to wit, 4s. per gross. 
The maker then puts on young and inexperienced hands, and what Is the result ? 
Well, something between a fly and a lobster. So much for the cheap and nasty. 
Ishould imagine those made by the neighbour of Mr. Guise’swould rank under 
this head. I wculd suggest to the makers who wish to retain their good name 
that they attach a label to each bundle of flies with their names, and make it 
}nown through the press; the angler will then refuse to buy the cheaper 
abortion. I am inclined to think your former correspondent, Mr. Rowe, knows 
but little of the leading makers of Redditch. If he does he has a motive in 
writing.—I am, &c, 


Birmingham. RuvTILUS, 





THE KENNET “SUG,” &c. 

S1r,—In your issue of the 25th Aug. you have a paragraph from the New- 
bury Weekly News, in which it is stated that there is in_the river Kennet ‘a 
variety of ‘sug’ which is not tobe found elsewhere. The ‘sug,’ it may’ be 
explained, is a species of cray-fish,’”’ &c. This sug is stated to cause the flesh 
of the Kennet trout to be pinker than those in the Lambourn, which falls into 

_ Kennet near Newbury. : . / 

~~ ‘Would any of your readers kindly inform me whether this sug is the same as 
Charles Kingsley refers to in ‘‘ Chalk Stream Studies’? ?  “* Look here, too, 
cnce more, You see a grey-moving cloud about that pebbled bed, and under- 
neath that bank: It is a countless swarm of sug or water shrimp ; a bad food, 
but devoured greedily by the great trout in certain over-stocked preserves.’’? Mr. 
Francis Francis, in his work on ‘‘ Fish Hatching, &c.,’’ refers to a freshwater 
flea (Pulex gammarus), or as anglers call it shrimp, as being very abundant in 
the river Wye or Wick, which stream runs through High Wycombe and falls 
into the Thames at or near Bourne End, not far from Marlow. The Wycombe 
trout are well known as being a fine breed, and also cut deep red, and have in 
recent years been largely introduced into other streams to improve the breed 
of trout. The Wycombe trout feed chiefly upon this shrimp and sticklebacks, 
besides flies, &c. There are very few, if any, minnows in the Wycombe por- 
tion of the stream. I believe that I am correct in stating that this shrimp is 
to be found in other trout and grayling streams. ; 

As to the Lambourn trout tasting inferior to those of the Kennet, I quite 
agree with the writer of the article referred to ; but as to there being no sug or 
shrimpinthe former stream, T cannot say for certain, having some few years ago 
turned some in from the Kennet, which I had collected higher up the Kennet 
valley whilst assisting in coarse fish netting. They were turned into the water 
forming part of the Lambourn Fishery, belonging to the Newbury Angling 
Association. 5 

Having fished the Kennet, near Newbury, &c., for several years, I should 
greatly like to know where the grayling referred to have been placed ? I 
refer to the several attempts which proved failures. Those introduced at 
Hungerford have been a success, as I have seen it stated that last year one was 
caught whilst netting coarse fish, weighing 3 Jb. and 282 grayling, half of 
which would run from 1 Jb. to 2 Ib., and the rest 5 Ib. apiece. A large num 
ber ofboth trout and grayling under 3b. in weight were also found during 
the nefting. I believe that fifteen brace of grayling in spawn, averaging 2 1b. 
or less each, were turned into the Hungerford Club Water on the Kennet about 
April, 1879 : these werea present by one of the members, and came from 
Derbyshire. Two thousand young fry were also turned in about 
August, 1878, these also came from Derbyshire. ‘ ‘ ‘ 

T assisted a friend in landing a grayling in September, 1881, which weighed 
1 Ib, 10 0z,, and I caught one of 1 1b, 1 oz, with an alder fly last year, which 





fought well, but was returned as being outof season. I heard that one was 

caught at or near Newbury and was taken toa member of the Hungerford 

Club, who resides in the neighbourhood, to ask him what fish it was — 
Iam, &c., 5 ee © eta 
[Mr. Andrews, the pisciculturist, cultivates the fresh water shrimp, and finds 


it saves him hundreds a year, as it forms most admirable food for the 
trout, &¢. —ED.] 


FLIES FOR DEVONSHIRE. 

S1R,—Would ‘‘F. R. C. S.,” or some other experienced fly-fisher, kin dly 
give a list of the most suitable trout and grayling flies for Devonshire strea ms, 
arranged monthly, say five or six for each month ? 

Would you kindly inform where, and at what cost, I can obtain a copy of the 
“ Angler’s Diary’’ ? Is it published in one volume, or can I obtain numbers 
treating of certain parts of the country >—I am, &c., W.C.F. 

Moseley, Birmingham. 

{There are no grayling in Devonshire, as faras we know. Our manager can 
send you the ‘* Angler’s Diary,’’ post-free for Is. 6d: in stamps.—ED. ] 





CARTER’S SIXTEEN-SHILLING SALMON RODS. 

S1r,— Being always glad to bring under the favourable notice of the public 
a good, cheap article, Isend you this account of Messrs. Carter’s marvel of 
cheapness in rods. Half. way through this season, being struck by Messrs. 
Carter s advertisement in THz FisHinG GAzerre, I sent for one of their 16s. 
salmon rods, being curious to see what work they would stand. Having received 
it—case, gaff handle, two tops, all complete—I preferred its weight and balance 
to my old weapon, and, therefore, gaveit most of the work. Since then I have 
had the pleasure of landing over thirty salmon with it, averaging over II lb., 
gafling or netting them all myself, which increases the strain upon a rod con- 
siderably. It has stood well through some rare good tussles, especially one of 
more than 1} hours with a grand 22-pounder. Some of the local salmon 
fishers wil hardly credit its performance, saying that they could never get a 
salmon rod under £2 10s. To these sceptics I offer to show the rod, and give 
them Messrs. Car.er’s wel 1-known address.—I am, &c., VINCENS. 

Ross. 


ANGLING AT ABERYSTWYTH. 

Sir,—1 observed the note on the clearing of our river Rheidol, which appeared 
in your paper, and may say for the information of those who visit this part of 
Wales that we have now salmon and trout in the river, and it is our intention 
to stock the same with salmon fry, and also to apply at the next court of 
Quarter Sessions for a board of conservators for that district, and trust ere 
long to see the river well filled with salmon and trout.—I am, &c., 

A. J. GROovE. 

[We are glad to hear of rivers being re-stocked, and can promise the people 
of Aberystwyth that if they can offer anglers good trouc fishing, with a salmon 
now and then, they will soon find anglers will repay them the outlay that may 
be necessary. We recommend a charge of Is. per day for trout and 5s. per 
day for salmon fishing ; the proceeds wiil pay for keepers’ services. —ED. | 


FISHING AT IGHFIELD. 

Sir,—I thought some of your readers would like to know that there is good 
fish in a piece of water at Ighfield, near Crawley. The miller will lend his 
punt for 2s 6d. a day. 

I have been shooting with my brother-in-law not far from Crawley, and we 
went over for a days fishing. The miller showed us some pikes’ heads, 
from the size of which I should think the fish must have weighed over 12 lb., if 
not 15. We only tried roach and eel fishing, and caught, among cthers, one 
roach of 2 lb, 2 oz., and a tenchof 34 lb.—I am, &c., 


J. HeWETSON. 
St. Heliers, Upper Richmond Road, Putney. 





FISHING AT LLANYMYNECH. 

S1r,—I should be glad of some information as to the facilities for winter- 
fishing in the Vyrnwy here. I understand chub are plentiful. What about 
roach and pike ?—I am, &c., Rus in URBE. 

Oct. 30. 





KNOTTIING HAIR CASTS, &c. 

Str,—Would any of your correspondents kindly inform me how to tie knots 
in hair (horsehair) for fishing purposes without being obliged to whip the knots 
over. l understand that the ordinary fisherman's knot is liable to cut or break 
when used with hair, Any infoimation on the above will greatly oblige. 

A friend of mine fishing the Houghton water, on the Test, writes to me that 
he got four brace of grayling going over 12 lb., best fish 2$1b., three others of 
rather over 141b. Ihope to get a day there or at Hungerford beginning of 
next month, and shall try the red tag, which Mx. Hall praised recently in your 
paper. I tied a few ready for the Yorkshire Derwent, but have been unable to 
use them up to present time.—I am, &c., 8 le Bs 

Hull, Oct. 30. 





ANNEALED WIRE SPINNING TRACES. 

Srr,—Can you oblige us by sending the enclosed letter to the maker of 
‘t annealed wire spinning traces with three swivels,’’ if you know the address? 
We regret to trouble you, but have a shipping order for them, and as yet are 
unacquainted with the article.—We are, &c., 

Redditch. W. BartLetr AND Sons. 

| We have been unable to find out the makers of the ‘‘ annealed wire spinning 
traces.’? Jn fact, we never heard of them. If any reader knows them we shall 
be obliged if he will send us the address,—Ep. ] ‘ 


FROTECTION FOR THE BLACK BASS, 

Str, —* The sparrow must go,’’—such is the sensible verdict of the American 
naturalist, scientist, and farmer. They have been voted a common nuisance | 
‘« Harpers’? have condescended to find a place in their pages for a cartoon on 
this vexed question ; the irrepressible Moriarty, clad in the livery of the City of 
New York police, is represented as batting down the sparrow-houses and boxes 
that have adorned Central Park, New York, using his insignia of office—a 
locust club—as the instrument of destruction. The grand jury of public 
opinion have brought in a true bill against this ‘ furrin interloper,”’ refusing him 
the right of asylum; he is the representative of the ‘ blarsted Britisher,’’ and he 
must*‘get.”? Having just returned from our annual fishing trip we are inclined to 
be critical on this sparrow question; because we find the same principle in 
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operation regarding a fish that is becoming famous in fishing circles in your tight 
little island; that is at present in the zenith of its fame here ;—we refer to the 
Biack Bass. One of the most famous of American anglers, Dr. Henshall, has 
devoted years of study to this fish, and has dedicated a book to his fish-ship, a 
book worthy a place in the library of the most ardent anglers, and should be 
read by all who wield arod and line. The author has given careful study to 
the habits and structure of his subject, and can claim to be one of the best 
posted of American savantson this fish : Mécropterous dolomieu, has been raised to 
asphere fitting his gamey qualities and placea as a compeer with the brook 
trout, and second only to the Salmo salar ; ‘¢but he must go.” It is an undis- 
puted fact, he is going ; this is staring us in the face beyond all question. The 
catches of black bass are decreasing in number year by year. : 

We have thought as we visited the bass feeding-ground, our coming was at 
an inopportune season: fishes were off feeding, the ponds and lakes were bloom- 
ing (giving off conferva, which is the bloom of aquatic plants, and in some 
localities called frog-spittle). On comparing notes with well-known anglers 
we find our opinions endorsed, and one and all say the black bass is being 
killed out—not one-half the catches this year as in former years. Let us look 
for causes. 

First and foremost: This America of ours is a free country. A great and 
glorious country, Sir; every man is on an equality here; no special privileged 
class here ; the game and fish are common property ; anyone can fish when he 
wants to at all seasons of the year. ‘‘ There’s the rub.” 

Hon. R. B. Roosevelt, eminent as an author and as a fish-culturist, says ; 
‘¢ One invariab le trait of our American people is that they attack and overturn 
and annihilate, and then, laboriously reconstruct. Our first farmers chopped 
down the forests and shade trees, took crop after crop cf the same kind from 
the land, exhausted the soil and made bare the country. They hunted aad 
fished, destroyed first the animals, then the birds, and finally the fishes, till in 
many places these ceased utterly from off the face of the earth.’’ As did the 
sires so have the sons followed in their footsteps ; many a stream famous ten or 
fifteen years ago for the delicate trout, remains only a memory. The bass 
being a hardier fish, watching over and caring for its fry, has lived out a few 
more years, fighting against heavy odds; but it is on the down grade, and soon 
the place that knoweth it now will know it no more. A! 

There is another cause. The difficulty to obtain legislatiin to protect the 
bass during the spawning season: Willis D. Maier, the pushing editor of Zin 
and Feather, made a gallant fight in his paper in faveur of the protection of his 
favourite fish during June and July, the season of spawning in his State; but 
the bill was killed because the farmers thought the City man ‘‘ wanted to get 
the bulge on ’em, and infringe on theicrightsand liberties ’’ It is almost useless 
to at‘empt to get a bill passed to protect game or fish of any kind, because the 
American representatives in the General Assembly fear we are catering to 
British ideas, and favouring aristocratic institutions ; yet they will blindly vote 
for a giant monopoly, whose agents ‘‘ have been seen.’’ : 

The Almighty dollar is a potent argument. These same grangers will per- 
mit men year after year to go to the spawning beds, and when they cannot get 
bass by hook and line, will spear them by jack-lighting at night, or net them 
on their spawning-beds ; even where the law is recorded on the statute books 
justice is frustrated, and the offender laughs the officers to scorn, and defies 
them to stop him. No woader when the law-maker and the law-breaker are 
both found in the same boat spearing fish as they run the rivers in the early 
summer, 

Another cause for the decrease of the bass is the dumping of sawdust into the 
waters it inhabits, thus spoiling the riffs and rapids it loves so well. We at this 
moment call to mind a beautiful lake that has become famous for a summer re- 
sort. More than 7,000 visitors have filled its hotels during the past summer. 
Bass fishing was at one time a splendid sport there ; on this lake five saw-mills 
began chawing up the forest trees and dumping their sawdust into the lake. 
Four trout streams were choked at the mouth by the pestilential pulpy stuff, 
and the fishing gradually fell off until nothing but fingerlings could be found 
there. Each gale carried the stuff farther down the lake, each spring freshet, 
as the ice melted carried out the villainous compound into our inland seas, as 
Lord Coleridge hasjust called ous large inland lakes ; the decaying sawdust came 
along the stream driving out the fish before it, until scarce a bass can be found 
in this once beautiful lake ; sound a plummet loaded with grease almost any- 
where on this lake bottom, and the same filthy mass comes up withit. At 
another famous rapid the report comes only last week: ‘‘ The catch of bass has 
not been more than one-half of past seasons, owing to the quantities of sawdust 
dumped into the lakes. Some means must be devised to burn this material, or 
we must say good-bye to our once tine fishing.” 

That the black bass are decreasing is beyond a peradventure. Mr. A.N. 
Cheney, a gentleman residing in Northern New York, a thorough enthusiast 
where bass fishing 1s concerned, gives his opinion, enforced by years of study 
and experience in the habits of this fish : That they are slowly being fished out. 
He cites as an instance the exp-rience of an old fisherman who has lived on this 
favourite lake for fifty years: ‘‘ If it were not for the small bass that spawn late, 
the lake would soon have no bass. On the 2oth of July the shores and shoals 
are skinned of the spawning bass, after which it do-s not pay to fish until the 
bass are on the grass.’’ 

During the period of waiting on the part of the angler small bass that are a 
little belated go to the shores and spawn, and thus keep up.the stock, ‘‘such 
as it is,’’ (the fry of these late spawners do not attain their growth because they 
are hunted by their natural enemies ; hence would be weak and immature fish). 

There is much truth in this man’s statement—enough, certainly, for more 
seticus thought on the part of the angler. He need nt ‘dip into the future 
far as human eye can see,’’ to figure up the results, if this practice is continued. 
Every angler knows just what he is doing when he catches bass before they 
have left their young; but he reasons that the close season has expired, and if 
he does not catch them some one else will. ‘ 

So the pvor bass is hunted and fished to the death . In some States where a 
law is supposed to be in force, the law is evaded ; in other States where no law 
has been in operation, the fish is trolled for, and netted, from the time the ice 
leaves the rivers until the frosts of winter come again and cover him with the 
icy shect. 

The pot-hunter has borne the odium of killing off the black bass. Facts 
prove tothe contrary; the gentleman angler, sporting elegant and costly 
tackle, dressed in perfect style, must shoulder the responsibility. We have 
known bass caught and flung on the bank of the river and left there stinking, 
hecause no one wanted them ; bass were plenty ; yet the very next day these 
same anglers resumed the charge against the running bass awaiting the oppor- 
tunity to run the rapids up into the upper waters of the lakes. To have called 
them pot-hunters would have given grievous offence. They had come with 
their families to this cool Northern resort, paid big hotel bills, spent money 
freely, nothing stingy or mean about then; they came for the bass-fishing and 
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they paid to enjoy it, and wére doing so. This summer they found the bass, 
fishing had fallen off 50 per cent., and wondered where the fish had gone to, — 
Alas! they had been killing the goose that laid the golden eggs. if 

Such is the spirit of vandalism rampart amongst so many of our American — 
fishermen—men who will hunt the last deer in theforest, the last buffalo on the 
plains, shoot the last of the brood of chickens on the broad prairie, fish the pool 
for the last trout, kill the bass off their spawning beds. sf 

Dr. Rowe, of the American Field, and a few earnest spirits for some years — 
attempted to avert the coming doom. Their efforts were futile, though thelaw — 
stands on the statute books. The Courts even decided against them, they con- — 
tinued their fight under threats of personal violence if they attempted any 
further prosecutions. Disheartened and discouraged they disbanded the society, 
and left the game and fishes of this favoured region to their doom. Scarce a 
decade since, and our broad prairies were almost alive with game, our streams 
and lakes teeming with fish, and now ‘they are gone where the woodbine 
twineth, and the whang-doodle mourneth over his lost hopes.”’ 

It is with pleasure we watch the attempt to plant the black bass in English 
waters. We feel sure he will be appreciated for his true worth; we knowhe will © 
receive the protection denied him in his own broad waters. ‘A prophet is not 
without honour save in his own country, and among his own people,’’ so these 
fish of the royal line, who often reach the weight of 7} Ib., will be honoured 
and receive the justice denied him in this boasted land of liberty.—I am &c, 

'  W. Davin Tom in., . 

Chicago, U.S.A. ‘? 

[Mr. Tomlin evidently does not know the opposition which those who adyo- _ 
cate the introduction of black bassmeet with in this country—chiefly from those 
who know nothing about the nature or habits of this superb fish.— HD. ] 
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TORCROSS LEY, SOUTH DEVON. 

S1r,—The general desire evinced by your readers for information as to 
angling stations will, I hope, excuse me for intruding upon your space with a 
few remarks concerning this one. 

I am just returned from a ten days’ stay. Zhe water I found abnormall 
low, rain not having fallen in sufficient quantity to burst the springs, by whic 
the Ley is replenished with water. When full the water is 35 acres in extent, 
and there is a depth of 10 to 12 feet. During my stay the greatest depth was 
under 5 feet, and during six of my eight fishing days (there is no Sunday fish- 
ing) the wind was so strong as to stir up the bottom and hopelessly discolour 
the water. S ill I got amongst the rudd once, and, fishing with a very fine 
line, without float or shot of any kind, with the head of a big Nottinghanr lob 
thrown as a fly, secured ten good fish, the largest being t lb. II oz, . é 
I lb. 93 oz., and I lb. 5 oz., the best yet taken from the water. With the idea 
of preserving the fish in times of drought, the bottom of the Ley is cut by cross 
drains, and as the pike will certainly collect in these in the winter, anglers” 
visiting the Ley during that season should have the finest sport. 

I notice that the station is referred to by advertisement in your columns, so I 
will not repeat facts there stated, but will pass to what I consider a very 
interesting feature in connection with the Ley. It is situated within halfa 
mile of the more widely-known Slapton Ley, and it is stocked entirely (its few 
bass, of course, excepted) with pike, perch, and rudd taken from that water. 
During the past thirty years or soa few hundred thousand perch have been 
taken from Slapton Ley, but never on any occasion has a fish of that species 
been known to weigh more than 1} Ib, and only one solitary perch of that 
weight has been captured. Anangler fishing the Ley fora month would catch, | 
perhaps, dozens of $b, but scarcely one of 11b, Yet the very same fish, 
transferred to the adjacent Torcross Ley, improve as fif by magic, not only in 
size, but in beauty of colouring. The Slapton fish are dingy, unattractive- 
looking creatures; whilst two, weighing together 24 lb., which I caught 
within twenty minutes of each other at Torcross, resembled in their brilliant 
colouring those gorgeous fishes which I have seen meandering amongst the 
coral groves of tropical seas. ‘here is not the least exaggeration in this. The 
other fish bear the same remarkable signs of perfect condition. The pike are. 
black and white, and the flesh bulges the skin out down to the very tail. One 
fish, judged byits length, seemed to be a good five-pounder in the landing net 
—it turned the scale at 63 1b. The rudd are suffused with a beautilul bronze 
glow, and their fins are like so much red sealing-wax. As to the increase in 
the size cf the fish, I have only to mention that an acquaintance of mine took 
twelve perch in one day, which weighed 13 lb., and that Mr. Knox, the ex- 
magistrate, did even better than this. 

Iam not mentioning these facts with the idea of praising Mr. Vickery's 
fishery : that is quite capable of recommending itself. What I wish tc point to 
is the wonaerful result worked by good feeding in a water. No better oppor- 
tunity for comparison could be afforded. The bottom of Slapton Ley consists, — 
in a great measure, of stones, that of Torcross Ley is clay and grassland. Had 
the contractor elected to burn off the sods he would have prevented the great 
growth of weeds now presenting itself, but there would have been no food for 
the fish. As the case now stands, the weeds provide myriads of insects upon : 
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which the fry feed, and they, in their turn, afford nutriment tor their larger, 
cannibalistic brethren, The number of small fish in the Ley is quite beyond 
computation, as is precisely the case in Slapton Ley, In either water small 
perch may be captured by the hundred. The largest fish yet taken at Torcross 
are—pike 14 13, perch 1 lb. 14 oz., rudd rJb.110z. I am quite confident 
that a few seasons will see the production of some phenomenal perch. 

I ought:'to mention that there is most admirable sea fishing, with rod or 
handline, to be had for those with sufficiently stubborn stomachs. A weakness _ 
in this respect compelled me to be a passive witness of the capture of over a 
hundredweight of pollock by one boat wichin a quarter of a mile of the Stort 
in four hours.—I am, &c., = E. T. SACHS, 

(The Piscatorial Society). 
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THE WAVENEY AND OULTON FISHERIES PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. ; 

Srr,—Permit me, through your valuable columns, to draw your readers’ 
attention to the report of the distribution of prizes of the Caxton Angling Club 
of Beccles, published in your issue of October 6, and especially to the vice- 
chairman’s speech, in which it is stated that the above society ‘* exceeded last 
year something like £20 more than their income, and unless immediate funds 
were forthcoming the society would ina short time be unable to continue the — 
preservation of the river.”’ 

Now, Sir, it must be apparent to every angler that the present prosperous 
state of the river with regard to fish life is due to the efforts of the W. and 
O.F.P.S., and such a state of things as indicated above ought not to be. : 

I fear it is the same complaint with this society as with othets, viz, that so 





* 


“see my published book. 


Nov 3, 1883} 
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many anglers take advantage of the work of the society, and obtain the sport 
which has been preserved for them at the expense of others, but never think of 
giving any remuneretion in the shape of a subscription to the funds of the 
society. 

Noe I would urgently appeal to all kind-hearted anglers, and especially to 
those who are in the habit of fishing our river from year to year (and I know 
many London anglers do), to come forward at once and help the society with 
subscriptions to the utmost of their means. 

All, Iam sure, would be sorry to see the society give up their valuable work 
on this account, frit is a most certain thing that if tie society does fal 
through, then good-bye to all your fishing. 

I know there are some who would like to see it, and perhaps are anxiously 
waiting for it ; but all who are fair and honest anglers would very much regret 
that that day should ever come. ; 

I shall be pleased to give the names of any of the local gentlemen on the 
committee, to whom subscriptions. may be sent, or probably the secretary’s 
name is known to most of your readers.—I am, &c., 


Ballygate Street, Beccles. C. CHASE. 





THE USE OF A VICE IN FLY-MAKING. 

Srr,—I have observed a correspondence on the above subject for the last few 
weeks, but have not read it. The letter of Mr. H. S, Hall, of the 2oth 
October, together with the Editor’s foot-note, caught my eye this morning, 
and I respond according to request. "What is the use of prolonging a contro- 
versy on such a subject? Take two men, first-class tiers, amateue and pro- 
fessional, one using a vice the other not—neither the fish, whether they be 
salmon, trout, or grayling, or the best judge among fishermen, will be able to 
detect a difference in the two modes of tying. If the vice man be a tyro, the 
finger man will beat him, and vice versd. “A vice is a great assistance—it is, in 
fact, a third hand, leaving the tier’s own hands to manipulate more delicately 
and firmly ; and if in the making a fly he is interrupted, he can leave off ata 
moment's notice, either in the middle of the body or at the legs (thanks to his 
pliers, a sine qua non—heavier the better consistent with the strength of silk, &c., 
he is using), and resume tying when disengaged. From the tiniest midge to 
the largest salmon-fly, a vice is a great adjunct and proper pliers indispensable ; 
and with the use of both, a firmer, neater. and tighter fly will be the result. 
Although writing the above, I freely admit that some of my most killing flies 
haye been tied, copying the natural, on the banks of rivers, where a vice would 
be useless. But, please, brother fly-tiers, don’t bother about the above ques- 
tion, when advocates pro and con. can turn out such beautiful specimens of the 
artificial fly as are now in these days produced. The quotation in Mr. 
Howarth’s letter that ‘‘ There are professional fly-tiers who can beat any 
amateur for neatness or killing powers, even at their own special flies,” is an 
arrogant assumption, and not true! As the Editor has referred to Mrs. Cox, of 
Winchester, I did, at her request, a month ago give her a pattern of my Indian 


. yellow, and she succeeded admirably in getting some made with semi-detached 


bodies ; but the maker must needs substitute starling quill for wings, instead of 
the. underwing feathers of the moor poult—a grave mistake! I have since 
given Mrs. Cox more moor poult’s feathers, For nearly perfection in fly- tying, 
The majority of the flies therein are tied by Mrs. 
Ogden Smith, and she uses both vice and pliers. I doubt whether these anti- 
vice men are at ail aware of the exquisite little duns and midges with which our 
well-educated Southern trout are caught! Including myself, I only know 
four men (amateurs) who can tie them !—I am, &c., W. H. AupAm. 

Chilcomb, 30th October. 

(Mrs. Cox sent us a few samples of this Indian yellow. They are admirable 
and wonderfully cheap for semi-detiched-bodied flies—viz., 2s. 6d. per dozen. 
—Ep.] 





GRAINING. 

S1r,—I was out with four others on the 27th for several hours, but we fa'led 
to lift a fin. Certainly the water was against us, being both high and muddy. 

I must hasten to correct an error in a previous letter of mine, in which I 
stated that the landlord of the Punch Bowl, on the banks of the Alt, had pro- 
mised to get me some graining with his net. What he said was that he had 
heard of parties occasionally netting the brooks in the neighbourhood, and 
obtaining thus some of the fish in question, and promised that he would en- 
deavour to get a few for me, if he had a chance, from these parties. In fact, 
he himself cannot use a net, being almost blind from the effect of gunshot 
wounds in the face, received some time ago when out shooting, and he has now 
to be led about. 

Can any of your numerous readers in this city or its neighbourhood give me 
any information which would be of use in getting hold of some good fishing 
water? We would willingly pay a good rental for any fairly-stocked water. 
Any hint in this direction would be very welcome.—I am, &c,, 

R. Wootratt, Hon. Sec. 





THE HALF-BRED. 

S1r,—In reply to Mr. Gosling’s query in the FisHtna GaAzgTrE, I have 
asked the same question over and over again, but with noresult. The follow- 
ing may interest you :— f 

Take Wa'ton’s ‘‘Complete Angler,’’ turn to Chapter X., ‘‘ Observations on 
Bream.’’ It says :— 

‘¢ Some say that bream and roach will mix their eggs and melt together, and 
so there is in many places a bastard breed of bream that never come to be either 
large or good.’’ 

Now, I would ask you, does not this point to the half-bred ? If Walton had 
only mentioned the coiour and a few other characteristics, it weuld have prob- 
ably settled the matter. If this is so, pray explain the following :— 

Now turn to Chapter XVII. Of roach and dace, &c., it says :— 

‘*'There is a kind of bastard small roach that breeds in pends, &c., &c., 
which some say is bred by the bream and right roach.”’ 

I should like to know what he calls the wrong roach? And knowing men that 
know the difference call them rudds. 

It appears impossible, but according to the above bream vitalising the spawn 
of roacb actually produces two different species. I may say three, for though 
I know many say the graining is a cross between the silyer or white bream and 

dace, there are quite as many equally certain it is a cross between the silver 
bream and river roach. 

Surely, bream vitalising the spawn of dace or roach could not possibly pro- 
duce rudd and graining on some occasions, gnd the half-bred on others, In 


conclusion ,-—- 


o Te i the half-bred met with in the Fen districts identical with thatof the 
are 

2. Will Mr. Gosling kindly describe the half-br2d Yarrell? I think it is 
only half done.—I am, &c., Marg ANrTony. 
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PRIZ¢@ ESSAYS AT THE INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION, 

Tue fo'lowing is a list of the awards on the essays sent in for competition, 
with the exception of those on ‘Improved Facilities for the Capture, Econo- 
mic Transmission, and Distribution of Sea Fishes,’’ for which the prize of £100 
offsred by the Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition has been 
withheld, owing to the adjudication upon the essays on that subject not yet 
being complete :— 

Subject:—‘‘ The Natural History of Commercial Sea Fishes of Great 
Bnitain and Ireland, with Special Reference to such parts of theic Natural Iis- 
tory as bear upon their Production and Commercial Use,”’ piize £109, cffered 
by Sir Henry Peek, Bart., M.P., motto ‘Nature Discere Mores.’ written by 
Dr. F. Day, Kenilworth House, Pitville, Cheltenham. Hononrable mention ts 
“We will Discourse about Fish,’ Rev. W. Houghton, M A., F.L.S., Preston 
Rectory, Wellington, Shropshire. 

“On the Food of Fishes, both in Fresh and Salt Water, accompanied by 
Iilustrations and Preparations,’’ £50, offered by Committee of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, ‘‘Rannach’? (for a prize of £10 only), G. Sim, 20, King 
Street, Aberdeen. 

‘*On the Introduction and Acclimatisation of Foreign Fish,’’ £25, by Sir 
Henry Peek, Bart., M.P.; ‘* Thorough”? (for a prize of £20 only), W. O. 
Chambers, Lowestoft. 

**On the Propagation of Fresh Water’ Fish, excluding Salmonide,”’ £25, 
Sir Henry Peek, Bart, M.P. ; ‘Still Waters Run Deep ” and ‘‘ Thorough,”’ R. 
B. Marston, Crown Buildings, Fleet Street, E.C., and W. O. Chambers, 
Lowestoft (prize divided between them). 

‘On the Propagation of the Salmonidz,’’ £25, the Committee of the Inter- 
national Fisheries Exhibition, ‘“ As a Man Soweth,”’ &c., John Stirling, Had- 
dington, N.B. Honourable mention: ‘+ Thorough,’’ W. O. Chambers, Lowe- 
stoft ; ‘‘ Laborem dulce Lenimen,’’ T. Andrews, Westgate House, Guildford. 

‘On the Herring Fisheries,” £25, the Commistee of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition, no prize awarded. Honourable mention: ‘ Not Enjoy- 
ment and not Sorrow,’’ H. J. Green, General Post Office, E.C. ; ** Who Can 
Tell,’? R. J. Munro, 63, South Bridge, Edinburgh ; ‘‘ Progress,’? R. Hogarth, 
Winton Circus, Saltcoats, Ayr; ‘“‘ Pro Bono Publico,’? W. S. Miln, Aberdeen. 

“On the Natural History and Cultivation of the Sole,” 425, the Liverpool 
Fish Trade Association, ‘Soles, the Everlasting,’” Rev. W. Houghton, M.A., 
F.L.S., Preston Rectory, Wellington, Shropshire. Honourable mention: 
‘« Sandals of the Immortal,’’ 

‘The Effect of the existing National and International Laws for the Regula- 
tion and Protection of Deep-sea Fisheries, with Suggestions for Improvements 
in said Laws,’’ £100, the Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition, 
‘*Experimentai Docet,’? C. W. Morris, Iowestoft. 

‘‘ Relations of the State with Fishermen and Fisheries, including all mitters 
dealing with their protection and regulation,’? £100, the Committee of the 
International Fisheries Exhibition, ‘‘The greatest good of the greatest 
number,’ C. E. Fryer, Home Office, S.W. Honourable mention: “ Sturio 
G. Accipenser,”’ F. J. Talford Chator, 1, New Court, Carey Street, W. 

‘‘For the Best Appliances and Methods of Breaking the Force of the Sea at the 
entrance to harbours and elsewhere,’’ 4100, the Committee of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition; ‘Pro aris et’ focis,’”’ W. Anderson Smith, Ledaig, 
Argyllshire, N.B. 

‘©On Improved Fishery Harbour Accommodation for Great Britain and 
Ireland, indicating the localities most in need of such harbours, the general 
principles on which they should be constructed, and the policy the State should 
adopt in aiding and encouraging harbour accommodation for fishing purpo ses,’’ 
£100, the Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition ; “‘ Statis Mali- 
fida Carinis,’’ James C. Wilcocks, 4, Caer Badden Terrace, Plymouth. 

‘On the Legislation at present applicable to the Salmon Fisheries in England 
and Wales, and the best means of improving it,”” £25, the Committee of the 
International Fisheries Exhibition; ‘* Trusty, and by Land,’”’ J. M. Leith, 
B.L., 10, Hope Street, Edinburgh. 

‘*On Salmon Disease: Its Cause and Prevention,’ £25, the Marquis of 
Hamilton ; ‘‘Clutha” (prize of £15), John Clarke, ‘9, Wilton Crescent, 
Glasgow ; ‘‘ Salis Populi Suprema Lex ” (prize of £10), W. Anderson Smitb, 
Ledaig, Argyllshire, N.B. 

“On Oyster Culture,’’ £25, the Liverpool Fish Trade Association; ‘* Nil 
Desperandum,”” Commander C. V. Anson, R.N., and E. H. Willett, Berry- 
cote, Kew, S.E.; £10 specially awarded, ‘‘ The Man who ends the Pay with 
an Oyster in his Mouth,’”’ Dr. P. P. C. Hoek, Lorden, Netherlands. 

‘On the Best Means of Increasing the Supply of Mussels and other Mollu:cs 
(Oysters excepted), used either for Bait or Food,” £25, W. Amherst-Tyssen- 
Amherst, Esq., M.P.; ‘‘’A to Fill our Woven Willows ”’ (prize £12 10s.), T. 
F. Robinson Carr, 63, Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh; ‘‘The Grey of the 
Morning”? (prize £12 Ios.), J.C. Wilcocks, 4, Caer Badden Terrace, Plymouth. 

‘*On the Best System of Life Insurance for Fishermen, and of Insuring Boats, 
Gear, Nets,” &c., £25, the Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion ; ‘‘ Amateur,’’? J. W. de Caux, Yarmouth. 

‘*A Descriptive Account of the Angling Societies of the Metropolis, showing 
their origin, extent, and constitution, as well as of the benevolent organisations 
attached to them,’’ £25, the Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibi- 
tion ; ‘‘ Confide Recte Agens’’ (prize of £5 only), J. Skinner, Star and Garter, 
St. Martin’s Lane, W.C. 

‘*On the Currents, Temperatures, and other Physical Conditions of the Sea 
in relation to reproduction, growth, and migrations of fish,” £25, thé Committee 
of the International Fisheries Exhibition; ‘“ Aliquis,’? W. Watt, 27, North 
Albert Street, Aberdeen. 

‘On the History of Dutch Sea Fisheries, their progress, decline, and revival, 
especially in connection with the legislation on fisheries in earlier and later 
times,’’ £25, the Committee of the International Fisheries Exhibition ; ‘‘ They 
take up all of them with the angle,’’ &c., A. Beajohn, 13, Hugo de Grootstraat, 
The Hague, Netherlands. 

Se ne 

To OuR READERS.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FisHING GAZETTE. Please address Editor of FISHING GazErty, 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C, e bow 
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IRISH FISHING NOTES. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


THE last of our far-famed Irish rivers has now been closed to 
salmon-anglers, and for a time this choice fish will disappear from 
our dinner-tables. The season in this country has been an unusually 
profitable one for the trade, takes being uncommonly weighty in the 
districts of Sligo, Galway, Youghal, and Tralee, while in the far 
north-west, including Ballyshannan and other parts of Donegal, the 
captures were the weightiest on record. Only a comparatively small 
amount of these fish taken in Irish waters 1s used in this country, the 
cross-channel demand being so great as to secure nearly the whole 
of them ; and it is a curious fact that salmon caught in any Irish 
river can be purchased more cheaply in London than here. This 
arises from the circumstance that owners of fishing-grounds enter 
into contracts with English dealers to supply them during the season 
at a contract price, and the heavy shipments by the Holyhead 
steamer nightly attest the importance of this great branch of trade. 
Awaiting the winter herring season our boatmen are creditably 
active, and great hauls of hake, cod, conger, and haddock reward 
their efforts both on the western and eastern coasts. In this respect 
deep-sea fishing off Howth is proving very profitable, and consider- 
able quantities are sent off nightly by Liverpool and Holyhead 
steamers for London, Manchester, ard the big Mersey port, landing 
them there at cheaper rates than they can be procured for in Dublin. 
In this connection prices here may be quoted. Salmon from the 
Boyne and Blackwater is obtainable to-day at Is. 8d. to Is. rod, 
per Ib., some choice qualities of Limerick bringing 2s. One beauty, 
scaling 30lb., went at Is. 1od. perlb. Trout are pretty plentiful at 
1s. 3d. and Is. 4d. ; congers, 2d. per Ib. ; haddock, 6d. to 1s. 6d. each, 
according to size; hake, 4d. per Ib.; cod, 5d. to 6d. ; and those 
delicious little dainties, whitings, in any number at Is. 8d. to 1s, rod. 
We have not for{a: long time had such a multitude of lobsters in 
market as at present—fine, full-grown specimens, ranyring in value 
from 1s. to 1s. 6d. per dozen. Oysters continue unnaturally dear, 
pative Irish selling at 2s. per dozen, and American, which are in 
large request, at 1s, to Is. 6d. elt Jo 
Everything connected with the fishing industry should have great 
interest for your readers, and I would like just now to point out to 
such of them as may be ofa speculative turn of mind the vast mine 
of wealth to be found in attending to curing stations in Ireland. 


one. | The last establishment of the kind was at a little village called 
Ardglass, on Strangford Lough, County Down, and there, for a good 
many years, a highly profitable business in curing herrings and other 
fish was transacted. I am old enough to remember how, in the 
seasons of 1853-4, Englishmen who embarked in the trade sent across — 
channel 54,000 barrels of cured herrings from this station, besides 
putting on the Irish market a somewhat similar amount, In course 
of time, through various causes, that industry was lost to us, and now 
the fish captured off that coast is sent chiefly to Scotland for curing 
purposes. What I wish you to bear in mind is this, speaking of the 
herring trade—that on no other part of the Irish coast are fish in such 
splendid condition captured as at this point. This seems to be their 
settling-ground at the conclusion of their journey, when they are 
plumpest and freshest; and I venture to say that if English capitalists 
would only make a beginning in the curing way by coming over to 
Ardglass and commencing operations there, they would do a service, 
not alone to themselves, but to the empire in increasing the quantities 
of available food. Money is to be made in this way, and English 
capitalists should not overlook the chance. 


iain 





THE FISHING-TACKLE AWARDS AT THE EXHIBITION. 
‘(Wr understand that it has been decided to memorialise the Special Com- 


[Nov 38, 1883, -— 
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missioners for Juries at the International Fisheries Exhibition on the subject of — 


the awards of Jury XII.—viz., those dealing with the exhibits of the fishing- 
tackle makers in the Inland Fisheries Department. Those awards are stated to 
have given great dissatisfaction, alike to practical fishermen and to the trade. 
In several instances the only medals allotted have been awarded to exhibitors 
whose goods were admittedly the manufacture of others, or which were marked 


as being ‘not for competition.”” Medals for ‘‘ general exhibit’’ have beem ad- ~ 


judged to those whose exhibits were confined to one article, such as rods, flies, 
gut, and the like. Many inventions of great practical value, and of undisputed 
novelty, it is represented, have been ignored. It is widely known that the 
awards, as they now stand, were strongly disapproved of by more than one 
member of the jury—so much so, that one of them sent up an independent - 


report, in which he stated :—‘If the recommendations of the chairman were ~ 
carried out in their integrity, the fishing-tackle trade of the country would, in 


his opinion, receive a blow hardly to be remedied and never to be forgotten.’ 
The object of the Memorial is to induce the Commissioners to supplement 
their award by granting medals to those who have been overlooked ; and if 
there is a real grievance in the matter, there is no doubt that the Special 
Commissioners, who have no other object but to confer honour where it is 
deserved, will see their way to preventing the hitherto unalloyed success of the 


Around the whole of our extensive coast line we have not a single 


exhibition from being marred.’’—Daily Chronicle, 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES| THE GAME FISHES OF|COMFORT IN WALKING. 


EXHIBITION, 
STAND 4638. 


THE NOTTINGHAM STYLE. 


D. SLATER, 
9 and 10 Portland Street 


NEWARK-ON-TRENT, 


anventor and Batentee of the Rew Perfect 
Combination Reel. 

This Reel obtained a. First-class Bronze 
Medal at the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society’s Show at Falmouth; also a Silver 
Medal at the International Exhibition. 


Awarded three Prize Medals, also a Special 
Prize, value £7 10s., for Complete Collection 
of Inland Fishing Tackle. 


D. Slater will be in attendance at his 
stand until the close of the Exhibition 
when everything will be offered at a reduc- 
tion. 





INDEMAUR’S 
NATURAL BAIT 


PRESERVED 
ROACH, DACE, GUDGEON 


is. Gd. per dozen, post free. 





53, PEAR TREE. ROAD, DERBY, 





ALMON, ‘TROUT, CHAR, GRAY- 
LING and other OVA and FRY for Stocking Lakes, ’ 


Every country house should have ‘its 
fish pond. Instructions and price list on application, —J. J. 


Rivers, and Ponds. 


ArMISTEAD, Solway Fishery, Dumfries, N.B. 





AMERICA. 


With the first issue (January 6, 1883), of the third volume of 


THE AMERICAN ANGLER 


will be { ublished a series of exhaustive essays on the 


FRESH AND SALT WATER 
FISHES 





of the United States and Canada. These essays | 


from the pens of the best angling writers ia 
America, and will include 


AN ILLUSTRATION OF EACH FISH. 
A DESCRIPTION, SCIENTIFIC AND 
POPULAR — CCLORATION, STRUC- 
TURE, Ete. 
HABITS AND HABITATS. 


DESCRIPTION OF TACKLE USED IN 
CAPTURE. 


WHERE, WHEN AND HOW TO CATCH 
THEM. 
INCIDENTS OF CAPTURE, Etc., Etc, 


Tuer American ANGLER is published on Saturday of each 
week, and each issue contains essays on Fish and Fishing ; 
Notes and Queries relative to fishing and fish life ; reports 
of fishing from all parts of the Continent, and an engraving 
of a representative fish of American witers. Drawings of 
fitty-one of these fish have already appeared in the columns 
of Tur Ancvur, which is the only paper published in Ame- 
rica that is solely devoted to fishing and fish culture, 


Subscription per annum - 16s. 
Single Copies - - - - - 64. 


WM. C HARRIS, 
EDITOR AND MANAGER, 
BROADWAY, 
: (Opposite City Hall Park), 
NEW SLORIC CIS) Ui. Sr5Ar 


LONDON & COUNTY 


2.8 2. 





is 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


| Cash advances from 
| £10 to £500, at mode- 
| rate rates. Bills dis- 
=| counted. Forms gratis. 


ce AP at = 
CHANCERY LANE, 


Joun STONE, Sec. 


ADVANCE & DISCOUNT |; 


T. FR. BLURTON & GO’S 
EASY WIDE WELT 
BOOTS & SHOES 


Are the most comfortable. 
All sizes in stock, 








with Directions 
for Self-Measure~ 
ment, . 


THE ANGLER’S BOUT, ‘ p pire " 
5, 6,7, 8, & 9, Booksellers’ Row, Strand ; and 
11, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





Rovar AQUARIUM.—ONE. SHIL- 


LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 
at Three and Eight, ee 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — _ POLAR 
WALRUS from the Arctic Regions. The greatest 


Curiosity of thisage. One of Nature’s wonders. Adm ssion 
Is, ” = 








OYAL AQUARIUM.—OLGA and 
KAIRA, “ Night and Morning.” BLACK and 
WHITE. Perfection of Gymnastic Grace. See their head 
long plunge and terrfic trampolin leap and catch, The 
culmination of all gymnastic efforts.—At 4.10 and 9. ; 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
_BECKWITH’S ENTERTAINMENT, by Miss 
Beckwith, her brothers Willie and Charles, and Professor ; 
Beckwith, her’ father, at 5.30 and 9.30, Admission ONE 
SHILLING, from Aquarium or by Abbey eatrance.. . 


Rov AL AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 
ny ide ns ae BULLS, taught by Herr uj 


PRoeRE AQUARIUM. — _ FI 
GRAND BILLIARD TOURNAMENT of the 
SEASON, commencing THIS DAY. 3.0, F, Bennett, 2 
points start, v. A, Bennett, rso points start; 4.30, G. Colli 
150 points start, v.J. Lloyd, 175'points start ;8.0J. Rober« 
un,, owes roo points, v. W. J. Peall, 50 points start; 9.3 
W. Mitchell, scratch, v. T. Taylor, 50 ‘points start. Prizes. 
value £75 given.by the Royal Aquarium Society, “Tables 
supplied by Messrs. John Roberts and Co, - ts i 
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For ORNAMENTAL Ponps AND AQUARIA 





GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen) 
FOR SALE ar R. ECKHARDT'S; 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. - 


Send for Ilus- 
trated Catalogue, 


Noy. 10, 1883] 
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Pommunicijions relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
or 


Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications, 

Tue Fisuinc Gazrrrn is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W 

~ -H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. s 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


é The enccal Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; 
ree, 10s. 6d, 

_ Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 


or pos 








fe aan : Gy thee A patter tte 
communications respecting Advertisements must be add. -d to the M 
Tus Fisuine Gazerrn, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C Segre iy aie eee 


Irish Agency—Mr. T. E, Fita-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonlite, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency, afr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs,Sampson Low, Marston, anv Co,, the Proprietors, 


The Fishing Gazette. 
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CULTURE OF SALMONID. 
(Continued from page 536.) 


HEN the wild autumn blast howls through the woods, 
Scattering the faded leaves, and the withering brackens 

have clothed the moors with the russet garb, so well known at that 
season of the year; when the more tender plants in the garden 


- have fallen under the first touch of frost, and the higher hills 


have received their crest of snow, so surely will the trout in our 
streams be impelled by that wonderful instinct, the mysteries of 
which man has never yet been able to unravel, to push towards 
the head waters of the brooks they inhabit, entering nearly every 
little creek and ditch in search of suitable spawning ground, and 
now it is that they must be temporarily secured in order to take 
their eggs for artificial hatching. At a well-established hatchery 
the fish are in the ponds, and can be at any time taken out, 
spawned, and put back again; but as I am writing for the benefit 
of beginners who have no tame stock fish, we must go to the 
natural spawning-ground for a stock of eggs, unless, indeed, we 
purchase from some trout-breeder the eggs we require for a start, 
and as these are supplied when nearly ready for hatching, and 
have fish in them which can be seen quite plainly, they can be 
relied upon, and, unless very clumsily handled indeed, are quite 
sure to hatch. It would be a very good plan to get a supply of 
these—at least, for the first season, and if possible some eggs out 
of the stream, also for the sake of gaining experience, which can 
only be got by practice ; and although trout-breeding is now a 
very simple thing when properly managed, yet a beginner must 


- not expect that everything will go quite successfully at first, and 


itis onthis account that I recommend all beginners to obtain 
some properly impregnated ova by purchasing it the first season. 
It is exactly what I did myself now well on to a quarter ofa 
century ago, and I can commend the plan to others. Let the 
novice in fish culture carefully follow the instructions given, and 
his efforts should the first season be crowned with a tolerable 
amount of success, even from the first starting point. 

Trout spawn at different times in different places, and some~ 
times there are two distinct runs of fish in the same stream. The 
usual time is in November, though in some streams they are on 
the spawning-grounds early in October, and in others they wait 
till December or even January, and it may be later still. No- 
vember is the most likely time, and it would be well to keep a 


watch from the second week in October to see when the fish 


come up. When they do come—that is, into the small runners in 
which they spawn—they will not stay long, and should be secured 
at once. The best plan is to have a small pond or atank ready in 
which they can be kept till wanted, or rather until ripe. Should 
this convenience not be available, the fish must be spawned on 
the spot where captured, or at least very near it. ‘Trout make 
their nests in the gravel beds of streams where there is a good 
under-flow of water, and on coming up-stream usually select a 
pool in which to hide, and from which they have easy access to 
the spawning bed, which, by preference, lies just below the pool, 
so that the fish, if disturbed, can easily run for its hiding-place ; 
but trout, like all other beings, have to accommodate themselves 


to circumstances, and sometimes on leaving their retreat the. 
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surroundings make it needful for them to go up-stream to reach 
the spawning-ground, and they will occasionally wriggle up a 
shallow rapid only half the depth of their own bodies, and if dis- 
turbed will beat a very ignominious retreat. When spawning, or 
about to spawn, they always, of course, head the current, and 
their stronghold being below them they have to turn round before 
they can make a start. When broadside on I have seen them 
caught by the stream, go rolling over and over until the deeper 
water is reached, when they will swim away under the over-hang- 
ing bank. As soon as the fish are seen to be at their spawning 
places or ‘‘on the reeds,” as it is called, then no time must be 
lost. _ Go to the stream and take with you a tub, two large pails, 
three spawning dishes—which, by the way, must be perfectly clean 
and dry (ordinary milk bowls will do)—a clean dry towel, and 
nets to suit circumstances for taking the fish. Bya little practice 
the males and females will easily be distinguished, and each sex 
should be kept separate. Put them, therefore, into the two pails. 
Having captured a few of each, we will commence operations. 
There are a great many ways of holding a fish. Some manipulate 
with the right hand and others with the left; but that is a matter 
for the operator to decide for himself. I never lay down any 
special rule for this, as what answers quite well for one person 
does not suit another. One plan is to lift the fish by taking hold 
of the head with the right hand while the left grasps it just above 
the tail. Get hold of a female, and while kneeling beside the 
spawning dish, and holding the fish over it in a slightly-inclined 
position, with the vent directed towards the dish, run the right 
hand down the abdomen with gentle pressure, so as to cause the 
eggs to flow into the dish. If they be ripe they will come at 
once ; but if not, do not try to force them, but*put the fish back 
and try another. 

Having taken some eggs, get hold of a male fish quickly, and 
expel the milt in like manner, but taking care to begin the 
pressure very much lower down, ard do it gently. (The milt from 
one male will do for the ova of two or three females.) The fish 
is held over the dish containing the ova, so that the milt—and 
there will not be much of it—flows on tothe eggs. Then tip the 
dish upon one side and another, back and forward, so as to cause 
the milt to disperse and come in contact with all the eggs. A 
gentle stir with the tail of the fish will not hurt them, or even if 
done very carefully with the hand. Then pour on clean water to 
the depth of half an inch or so above the eggs, and mix very 
gently but thoroughly, and without loss of time; and finally, pour 
on water till it is about an inch deep over the eggs, and let the 
dish remain quiescent fora time. The eggs will very soon stick 
together, and after lapse of some time will separate again. This 
time varies from a few minutes to two hours or more, according 
to temperature. As soon as the eggs have lost. their adhesive 
power, and have, consequently, become loosened, they must be 
washed. If there should be any doubt on the part ofthe operator 
as to when this may be done, remember that it is much better to 
let them remain a little longer than necessary than to wash them 
too soon. Onamild day they will probably separate in a short 
time ; but should it be freezing hard, the time will be much longer. 
In order to wash the eggs, take a clean jug, and pour clean water 
into the spawning dish among the eggs. -Then pour off the 
water, or as much of it as is practicable, but taking care not to 
uncover the eggs. Fill up again with clean water, and again pour 
off, and let this operation be repeated several times until all the 
milt is washed away. Never mind disturbing the eggs a little; it 
will do no harm if done carefully, and take note that 
what will not hurt them now would kill them a few days 
later. It is an excellent provision of nature that during 
the first twenty-four hours after impregnation the eggs 
will bear any reasonable amount of motion, as it greatly 
facilitates their transportation. I have fished all day and 
impregnated ova, put them into a perfectly-clean tin-can, 
with about 3 inches of water over them, jolted several miles to 
the railway station over bad roads, travelled more than 200 miles 
by the night express, jolted over several miles more of road, and 
laid the ova down on the grilles, and hatched over 90 per cent. of 
them. It is only to be expected that in such a case a few eggs 
will be injured ; but, with careful management, they are very few, 
comparatively. 

The ova are now ready for laying down in the hatching- boxes. 
Do not be ina hurry, however; they will take no harm in the 
spawning-dishes for an hour or two, and it would be well to take 
a final look and see that everything is secure and working 
properly. Look to the filter and see that the spouts are doing 
their work properly. They have all been, or should have been, 
in active work for several days, so as to get them into thorough 
working order. See if the bottom of the hatching-box is quite 
clean, and, if not, draw the plug, and give it a final wash out, 
taking care not to rub the charcoal off the wood. ‘Then allow it 
to fill again, and, when ready, the eggs may be laid down. 
Perhaps the readiest apparatus a beginner can use for this pur- 
pose isateacup, See that it is quite clean; be sure that the 
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temperature of the water in the spawning-dish is about the same 
as that in the boxes, and, if not, bring it gradually to correspond 
by adding very gently to the water in the former from that in the 
latter. Then pour some eggs into the cup, take care that suffi- 
cient water is left on the remaining eggs in the dish, then im- 
merse the cup in the water of the hatching-box, holding it rather 
on one side until the water gradually assumes one level, then very 
gently pour the eggs out on to the grille and remove the cup 
without agitating the water, then take a feather and gently dis- 
perse the eggs so as to make them lay regularly on the grilles. 
A very little practice will enable anyone to do all this very readily, 
but the difference in manipulation between a novice and an old 
hand is very great. The former is sure at first to be a little 
clumsy, but this is soon got over. All that remains now is to 
pick out the dead eggs, which will be known by their having 
become opaquely white. There are different modes of doing 
this—some prefer calipers or tweezers; but I find a piece of thin 
brass or copper wire, twisted up double so as to leave a loop at 
one end just large enough to lift a trout’s egg avery good thing. 
Bend the loop at right angles, and the instrument is ready. This 
is the plan originally adopted by Seth Green, the eminent 
American pisciculturist, and it is my own plan, for I have never 
found a better one, and can pick eggs faster and with less injury 
to the others than in any other way. A glass tube with an india- 
rubber drum on one side is also an excellent plan, and I can 
recommend it strongly, although I have not adopted it myself. 
The fact is, in these little matters one gets accustomed toa 
certain method, and if it should work well there is no desire to 
change, but rather the reverse. Having picked out the dead ova, 
} ut on the box lids and leave them till the morrow, when they 
may be picked over again, if necessary; and every day they should 
be examined, and if any turn white, take them out at once, or 
they will contaminate others around them and increase the death- 
rate. J. L. ARMISTEAD. 
Solway Fishery. 
(To be continued.) 








RAMBLES BY THE RIVER LEA.* 


Wits Desorierions or irs FIsHERIEs. 


By SEDGE WILLow. 





No. 13.—St. MARGARET’S AND WARE. 


ON arriving at St. Margaret’s, the angler will find the river 

almost close to the railway station. If he will walk about 
half a mile down the towing~path he will come to the horse-gate, 
which, as I mentioned in my last article, marks the upper boundary 
of the Rye House Fishery. We will commence at this point, and 
work our way up-stream. 

There are several very good roach swims close to the gate, and 
others cannot fail to be noticed as we pass by them. On the 
opposite bank, at the junction of the mill stream with the Navi- 
gation River, a board will be seen informing boating parties that 
they can get to the Pied Bull by turning up the opening. All 
round this spot is good for jack, perch, roach, dace, and chub; 
there are several good swims on the meadow side, just below the 
Loard, and a little way up the mill stream I have taken some fine 
perch at the end of the ditch. My plan on visiting St. Margaret’s 
is to walk up the high road to the Pied Bull. It is only about 
five minutes from the station. The proprietor, Mr. Lyndsell, is 
well known to all Lea anglers, and there is not a more popular 
landlord on the river. Having ordered my dinner, I put my traps 
into one of the boats at the bottom of the garden, and paddle 
down the mill stream to where the board stands; here I generally 
fish all day, and I rarely fail to meet with good sport. I am out 
of the way of the barges, and on the quietest days of the week I 
have frequently been the only angler in the neighbourhood. 
The hire of the boat for a whole day costs one shilling, and if 
you only use it to convey your impedimentfa from one swim to 
another, and do all your fishing from the banks, the comfort of it 
is cheap enough at the price. 

There is some very gocd fishing in the mill stream itself, but I 
scarcely know whether to describe it as public or private. I 
believe the subscribers to the Amwell Magna Fishery claim it as 
a part of their water; but I have fished it many times, and have 
seen others doing so, and no one has ever interfered with me or 
them. Another thing I notice is that the Amwell Magna gentle- 
men are pretty lavish in the way of notice-boards; but there is 
nothing here to inform the angler that he is “likely to get into 
trouble.” ‘There is no doubt that the banks of the mill stream 
are private property, and anybody fishing from them without 
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permission will possibly be warned off; as to the water itself, I 
really am unable to offer any opinion. I was talking to an old 
angler about it a few days ago, and he tells me that a former 
proprietor of the mill refused to acknowledge that the Amwell 
Magna Fishery included this mill stream, and to show his inde- 
pendence of their authority the miller used to cast a net regularly 
every year—not with the idea of taking fish, but simply to prevent 
any misunderstanding as to the right of fishing. At all events, 


! 
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the angler will find roach in all parts of the water, and the two | 


best places for perch are at the extreme ends of the stream, either 
against the mill or at the junction of the mill stream with the 
main river, 

All the way up to the lock is now particularly good for jack 
and perch-fishing, and here and there are roach swims that need 
no pointing out. Above the lock we find a Jot of dead water that 
is not thought much of; it extends come distance up the river 
until we reach the tumbling bay, on tie outskirts of Ware, and, 
as there is no stream, there is very little fishing done between 
these locks, Lea fishermen, whose ideas rarely extend beyond 
roach, have a deeply-rooted prejudice against anything but.a 


running stream ; they are not happy unless they are seated at a 


swim. Now, I know that there are a lot of perch in this dead 
water because I saw them, and there are many very jacky-looking 
beds of rushes on both sides of the river. Tench, again, are 
frequently to be found in these quiet portions of the river, and I 
fancy an overnight ground-baiting with worms would rather alter 
the opinion of some of those who contemptuously speak of this 
part of the river as ‘‘not up to much.” There is an almost im- 
perceptible current caused by the water from the locks, but it is 
so slight that the ground-bait would scarcely be disturbed by it. 
On reaching the tumbling bay a little cottage will be seen on 
the side opposite the towing-path ; here, off the point, is a roach- 
swim that rarely fails during the winter months. From this up to 
the horsegate is a noted haunt for jack and perch; the closer you 
get your bait to the barges the better. Perch have a peculiar 
fondness for lying under anything in the shape of a boat. Two 


hundred yards further up is the toll bridge at Ware; here the 


water is at least 14 feet deep, and off the barges that are always — 


lying about some very large roach are taken. Past the bridge 
there is a nice roach swim opposite the green palings, and jack 
and perch may be taken all the way up to the celebrated ‘‘ boom” 
that is moored across the end of the mill stream. There have 
recently been 
to cut down the trees up this mill stream. 


Any inhabitant 
of Ware will tell you where the ‘ boom” 


is, and round 


several lawsuits in connection with the right © 


about it fish of all kinds have been taken, including some very fine ~ 


trout. Roach swims will be found from the ‘‘boom” ;ight away 

to the lock, and in the winter many jack are had from this part of 

the water. The Manifold Ditch, bringing the affluent water from 

the Hertford sewage, enters the river just below Ware Mill Lock; 

here, by the little iron bridge, is agoad place forroach, and then 

the angler will find jack on the other side and roach by the tow- 
ing-path until he reaches the cottage at the end of the extensive 
brick-fields. Just past the cottage is a noted chub hole; its posi- 

tion can be discovered by looking fora little trap-gate on the edge 

of the opposite bank. 
now until we reach the Engine House, about midway between 

Ware and Hertford; above this, the next place of note is 

opposite Ware Park Mill, where a good roach swim exists at the 

corner. 

The whole of this water is free, and so long as the angler keeps 
to the towing-path he can fish where he pleases; the public water 
extends considerably beyond Ware Park Mill, but I think the best 
of it ends there. 

With regard to accommodation, there are inns and hotels of 
all kinds at Ware; one of the most convenient is close to the 
station—the Railway Hotel. Here will be found a budding 
angler in the person of Master Robert Squier, the son of the 
proprietor. This young gentleman, aged fourteen, has within the’ 
last month succeeded in taking some splendid fish, the largest 
being a jack of 1131b. The boy is made of the right kind of 
stuff; and the capture of this jack was not effected without some 
perseverance, as may be guessed from the following story, which 
I will give as nearly as I can in his father’s own words :— 

‘‘T don’t take much interest in the lad’s amusements—he goes 
fishing when he likes, and somehow he nearly always catches 
something. About the middle of last month he had a very lucky 
fortnight ; one day he brought home a large tench, and another 
day a jack of 511b., then two very fine perch, besides lots of 


seen such a big jack; he weighs 141]b. or 15 1b., and I mean to” 


he.paid rs. 6d. 


Roach, perch, and jack will be found — 
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smaller fish. One evening he came to me and said, ‘ Father, I've j 
catch him, too.’ I don’t know what I said; but, at all events, Bob — 
went somewhere and spent all his savings in a new line, for which © 
He then made arrangements with the foreman ~ 


porter at the station that he was to throw stones at his bedroom — 


window every morning as soon as it was daylight. After a few — 
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days he came in with a face as long as a fiddle, and told me that 
he had hooked that big jack, and his new line and all the 
appendages had been carried away by it. 





“The next thing he bought was twopennyworth of watercord 


aad a gimp hook. I don’t know what watercord is, but I daresay 
you do. He was out here in the bar beeswaxing this watercord 
for hours, and then he made a cork float, and rigged up a line 
that he said ‘ would land a shark.’ His mother now interfered, 
and said ‘he must not have any more stones thrown at the 
window—in the first place, the glass was liable to be broken; and 
“3 aS second, it awakened visitors who were Staying at the 
otel.’ 

“The next night the railway porter called me out to show me 
something. My boy had gone to bed, and there was his window 
about half-an-inch open, and a string dangling from it with a 
small piece of lead on the end of it. The other end of the 
string was fastened round his leg, and the porter was to pull it 
instead of throwing stones at the window. In the morning the 
porter thought to have a bit of fun with Bob, so he pulled the 
string very hard. I suppose Bob had his suspicions, fur he slept 
with his open knife by the side of him, and directly the string 
tightened he cut it. 

“All this getting up in the morning resulted in nothing beyond 
making the boy very tired towards bedtime. The fish, as he 
remarked, didn’t ‘seem to care for breakfast’; so he determined 
to ‘try him with some supper.’ Some fresh live-baits were 
caught; and, after tea, Master Bob was at the riverside again. 
This time he was accompanied by his brother, and between them 
they managed to get the jack to take the bait. It was landed 
without a landing-net ; and they cleaned it and prepared it for 
cooking before 1 heard anything about it, or I should have had it 
preserved. I don’t suppose there was much science about the 
style of fishing, but the fish was caught by fair means, and I think 
the boy deserves some praise for his perseverance.” 

I don’t know what my readers will think, but I should say that 
Master Robert Squier bids fair to become a successful all-round 
angler. When a boy can turn out at daylight morning after 
morning, and surmount all obstacles as he did, there mast be 
some true fisherman’s blood in his veins. 

And now, brother anglers, my undertaking is accomplished. 
I have taken you, as I promised, from Stratford to Ware, and the 
time has come ror me to make my bow. Before commencing 
these articles I thought I knew a good deal about the Lea, but J 
had never previously made a systematic inspection of all the 
fisheries. Having done so, I confess that my knowledge of the 
river has been vastly increased. The present season has not been 
a good one for catching fish, but it has been an exceptional one 
for seeing them, and I am convinced that there are still plenty of 
places where good baskets may be had by those who set to work 
in a proper manner. The best time for Lea fishing is now 
coming on, and, unless the river is rendered unfishable by con- 
stant floods, I believe we shall hear of some large takes between 
this and the end of the fishing months. 

In my article on the ‘‘ Ferry Boat Fishery,” I recommended the 
Lea roach-fishermen to try the bread-bait as used in the Thames. 
I beg to call their attention to Dr. Brunton’s interesting. sketch 
in the issue of the Fisuinc Gazerre for October 6. Dr. 
Brunton, who confesses that he is no “‘bottom-fisher,” took the 
first prize at the Piscatorial Society. His take consisted of 12 ]b. 
of roach and three and a half dozen dace, all Thames Preserva- 
tion Society size, and taken with “little cubes of soaked bread.” 
I fully explained how the bread was prepared and used, and I 
Tepeat now that the Lea roach will frequently take it in preference 
to paste or gentles. Iuse this bait constantly in the Lea, and I 
cannot recommend it too highly. 

I desire now to thank those gentlemen who have so generously 
given me the benefit of their experience at various points where 
my own knowledge of the water was limited; and, above all, I 
owe a debt of gratitude to the authorities of the Great Eastern 
Railway, who, with that courtesy which they extend to ail anglers, 
have most kindly given me facilities, without which I could not 
have undertaken to present to the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE 
these accounts of my ‘‘ Rambles by the River Lea.” 

, FINIS. 
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To Our RrapzRs.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FisH1InG GazerTr. Please address Editor of FrsHiIna GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 





Grorce JAmu8 Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 

_ Nublemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES {or the present season. No flies sent 

or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required 

from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuineornot. Patronised by 

some of the best fishermen ofthe day, All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 

Point Flies, 2s. 6d. por Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—(ApvtT.) 
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SAI MON-FISHING. 


“A GArrinGc CONTRETEMPS.” 

$4 Nex then, come out of that, you lazy loon,” I shout, 

digging my knuckles through the bed-clothes into the 
soft parts of a soldier-brother, who has come to the paternal root 
on leave, and has expressed a desire to get up, as he says, at the 
blush of dawn, to see a salmon caught; but now lies log-like, 
murmuring that he feels rather seedy, and doesn’t think he'll get 
up this morning. ‘Oh, nonsense, you’ve said that every morn- 
ing,” I retort, ruthlessly stripping off the bed-clothes and 
threatening cold pig with a huge bath sponge. This has the 
effect of bringing the martial proportions into a sitting position 
on the edge of the bed, but still a murmur comes of ‘1 don’t 
believe you'll catch one if I do come.’’? However, in a few 
minutes, the drowsiness passing off, the martial tread of a 
gs. pair of ‘‘cossacks”” bought for wading in descends the stairs 
to join me in search of a frugal meal of bread-and-butter and 
milk—a thing I always find very necessary before going out early, 
as wieljing a salmon rod fora couple of hours upon an empty 
stomach is no joy, and I find that I make twice as good a break- 
fast after the snack as I do if I leave my “ bread-basket ”’ empty 
too long. Shouldering the well-worn salmon rod—a family heir- 
loom, as stiff as a poker, which had descended through three 
generations—the soldier carrying the gaff, we tramp through the 
as yet servantless back premises to unbar the door, startled as we 
pass the kitchen by a sepulchral chuckle and remark of ‘Come 
on, come on,” from the wakeful parrot, whose round eye glares 
at us from under the covering of the cage, whose bars crack and 
jar under the strong beak of the captive. As we stroll out the 
sun is already up, but its brightness is well counteracted by a fair 
breeze, which the sleepy one thinks ‘‘ ought to make them rolk 
like pigs about the place.” In the stillness of early morn Nature 
resents this intrusion of unbreakfasted men upon her own break- 
fast hour, for the jays screech loudly as they rise, well out of 
gunshot, from a stolen meal of pheasant food ; the scared rabbits, 
rapping out their alarm note, bound from the succulent grass into 
the withered bracken, and the carrion crows, stalking on the 
shallows in search of juicy freshwater mussels, rise with dis- 
cordant cries in heavy flight. Down the steep slopes we go to 
the edge of the beautiful stream, where the time-worn craft of 
twenty summers’ hard wear lies now in comparative peace to the 
times when she had often to carry—many years ago—a wild crew 
of six or eight naked youngsters, diving from and climbing into 
her as she floated down the still, willow-fringed reaches, or, when 
not bathing, all crouching in the bottom, armed with an old 
muzzle-loader at each end, to knock down the moorhens as, put 
out by the dogs, they fluttered across the old boat's bow and 
stern. Surely, it was a miracle that we never shot each other, or 
scuttled the trusty tub by acharge through herside. She now lies 
half full of water from the heavy thunderstorms, helped bya small 
leak, which generally keeps enough water in her just to prevent 
the sun from cracking her boards, as I tell timid lady passengers. 
The present passengers not being timid, stand on the bending 
seats to keep our feet dry, as with an old broken oar I paddle her 
across the sweeping current to the enlivening uir of ‘‘ Twickenham 
Ferry,” carolled, sadly out of tune, by the soldier, whose best 
friend could never accuse him of having a good ear for music. 
However, the ‘‘Yoi yo-ho!” at the end comes out very well, 
with the rippling accompaniment of tue current under the keel, 
and makes the yearling bullocks on the opposite bank iift their 
heads from their morning meal, while the just-weaned lambs 
circle into a flock, thinking that it is the shepherd lad practising 
a new herding cry. ‘ Back her, ease her, stop her,” is the cry, in 
imitation of the penny steamboat boys, with whom Valentine Vox 
played such games; and when we reach the opposite side, chucking 
out the rattling chain, as both together we jump on to the grass 
bank, making the old boat dip to the water’s edge in a way which 
quite accounted for the anxiety shown by each of us to ‘ get 
away” together, like eager jockeys from the post. The bullocks 
still stand stock still, all eyes, until a prod with the ferrule end of 
the gaff into the beefy ribs of the leader sends them gambolling 
with curled tails in grotesque attitudes across the field as ifagitated 
by the presence of a score of sharp lanceted gadflies.¢ Cross- 
ing the field, we descend to the flat bed of gravel at the head of 
a stream, which, getting deeper and more rocky as it goes, rushes 
just below into a long pool 16 or 20 feet in depth, curling round 
on each side in oily, foam-flecked backwater, on one hand over- 
hung by willows, under whose shady branches the king of fish 
delight to lie, ever and again throwing themselves in sheer wanton 
enjoyment of a free roving life a yard out of water, coming down 
again with a smack that always painfully reminds me of the days 
when I used first to try taking a header, only to emerge from the 
water with a rueful face and a front view which looked as if a 
huge mustard plaster had been kept on fora week. ‘By Jove, 
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they are like mad things,” remarks the son of Mars, watching 
the noble fish “flinging” in the pool below. “But that is not 
at all the way I want to sec them rise,” I explain, as together we 
make fast the joints of the antiquated weapon, at the same time 
testing the firmness of the reel, which has anawkward habit of be- 
coming treacherously loose at the end of along tussle, during which 
its winding powers have been put to the test. All seems safe, soon 
goes the good cast of Ogden’s, which has been soaking under 
a stone, and was also dipped in water before we started, to be then 
placed, dripping, in an envelope, thus soaking all the while in my 
pocket. » This is a very good plan, as by the time the water is 
reached the cast is generally well soaked, and there is no necessity 
for the tantalising delay while the cast soaks in the river, where, 
especially if a fish is seen to rise, it is very often left too short a 
time, as is found out only too late when a good fish is lost. The 
first time down a pool is naturally the best and most exciting, 
though oftentimes the second or third time prove unexpectedly 
successful. Carefully fishing every yard, I get halfway down the 
run above the pool, when there comes a wave following the fly, 
then a great roll anda splash, a quick strike, and the fly comes 
whizzing out of the water. A miss; a shout from the bank of “ Did 
you touch him?’ “ No,” I answer as, with intense excitement, 
I put forth all my energies into a throw over the same spot, but 
with no resalt. Again, and this time there is a following wave, 
but of no real Mc ; the salmon has seen the deception, and retires 
sulky. All the rest of the pool being drawn blank, I reel up, to 
sit disappointed upon a cold block of stone, chatting, with gaze 
fixed on the stream for any sign of arise. ‘By Jove! did you 
see that?” says the soldier, as a salmon rises beautifully, head, 
back, and tail just appearing above the water on the other side of 
the river, where the deep streant hurries quickly past a great 
boulder, making a sweet ripple as it washes off the rock. Now 
the question is whether I can reach him properly from this side, 
by wading out deep, or whether it would not be better to recross 
and put the fly over him well from the other shore. After con- 
sultation, it is unanimously carried that we shall cross in the trim- 
built but leaky one, and engage the enemy at close quarters, who 
now rises again defiantly. The perilous voyage is made, and we 
hurry over the slippery rocks to get to the place where the mo- 
mentary flash of silver back and tail wasseen. Starting well above 
the spot, 1 fish it carefully and patiently, but without raising a fin. 
Foiled again, and with a feeling of having bubbled over, I sit on 
the bank beside the now dejected soldier, who ‘‘can’t make out 
why the brute won't rise,” and suggests a “ regular rainbow” 
instead of that quiet-looking fly. However, I elect to try the 
same quiet enticer after giving Salmo time to rest, and think upon 
the folly of having allowed such a tid-bit to sail and slip past him 
untouched, just out of foolish caution, for fear it might be one of 
those nasty, sharp stinging things he had heard tell of. After an 
interval of five minutes I start again well at the top of the stream, 
fishing every foot,so as to make sure of covering the right spot, 
straining every nerve to throw with straight line and light 
dropping fly. Nearer and nearer to the rock dances the fly with 
waving motion, which my companion thinks “ ought to raise a 
dead ’un”;and, by Jove! it raises a live one, for, with a great rush 
from behind the boulder, our friend, with a wild wallow, takes 
the treacherous “lure” into his horny jaws. Now comes the tug 
of war. 3 Fora few minutes the fish is mad with rage to find that 
his liberty is in any way impeded, and that he cannot spit out 
this cayenne-flavoured morsel, After lashing the water intoa 
mass of foam with his strong tail, he is off with one mad rush, the 
old reel singing a merry tune as the line whirls out, searing like a 
red-hot iron my fingers which incautiously touch it. Out of the 
. water, a yard into the air, he comes with 40 yards of slack line 
weighing on him; but lowering the point of the rod to suit his 
whim, no harm is done, and he now comes dashing up towards 
me at such a pace that it requires a supreme effort and a back- 
ward run to make the trusty reel wind up in time to prevent any 
slack line trailing amongst the numerous rocks which I know too 
well cover the bottom. The soldier now, in frantic excitement, 
is up to his knees on a ledge of rock to keep ‘“‘the brute from 
pathering ” under a great flat slab, for which he is making in the 
manner invariably tried by fish when hooked in this spot. Pre- 
vented inthis diabolical design, the enemy now rushes across to 
‘search @ the opposite shore, which he skirts within a foot of the 
bank, where there lie a dangerous fringe of willow tops, thrown 
in by the netting-men as harbours for the fish. Finding no peace 
in this his hitherto happy resting-place, he again comes flying 
straight at me like an infuriated bulldog, only to be met by the 
soldier body-guard, who drives him to a respectable distance, 
where the strain of the good old rod may soon tire his efforts. 
Time after time he makes off, jerking and splashing, leaping and 
dashing, but each time his rushes get shorter and shorter, and, like 
a lunged colt, he begins to answer more to the rein. At length, 
with one last sustained effort, he runs out 50 yards of line, and 
then begins slowly coming up a long back water, apparently 
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towards the old refuge under the slab on which the military brother 
stands ready to warn himoff. However, he is mistaken, for the 
fish, now quite exhausted, comes close to the shore Io yards lower 
down, where he lies amid a terrible array of small sharp boulders, 
from amongst which no gentle persuasion will move him withont 
the great probability of the gut being cut in a rush. There is 
nothing for it but to gaff him where he lies, which seems an easy 
job, as he appears tired out, lying quite still with only a slight 
waving motion of the tail. Slowly the soldier advances to rip it 
into him scientifically, until he is well within distance, when he — 
leans forward, stretching out the gaff. A wild thrill goes through — 
me as I see him slip and stumble, notwithstanding a despairing — 
cry from me of ‘‘ Good heavens, hold up!” In another moment 
his cossack-shod feet fly out like fierce wild things, and there is 
a tremendous splash as the soldier measures his length in the 
water beside the salmon, who, mad with fright, makes such a 
rush as would have broken ago line, and the line comes snarling — 
back in twists along the surface of the water with the peculiar 
jerk which always means a break. Ina moment a boiled rag was | 
nothing to my limpness as I gasped out, ‘‘Oh, I say,” as the 
dripping soldier, not grasping the frightful situation, is horrified 
by my asking if ne expected a salmon to stop there with him 
lying beside it. ‘* Not gone, surely,” he gaspes, quite pale with 
horror. ‘Oh, my goodness, I wish I’d stopped in bed.” Mneh- 
too depressed even to swear, I stood examining the end of the 
clean cut cast, while the unfortunate one sits in a miserable 
attitude with the water streaming off the end of his nose, re- 
marking “that a child might play with him with impunity at that 
moment.” Slowly he raises his martial form, “TI say, old” 
chappie, I’m awfully sorry—it was those d—d cossacks,” he says, 
holding up for view a much-worn and nailless heel. ‘I think [ 
had better go up, I am so wet,”’ he adds; ‘‘are you going to tr 7 
again?” ‘Yes, I’ll just have another try,” I answer, and as the 
dripping one mounts the hill I start to try down again. I dont 
believe if one had risen I should have seen him, such was the 
dull despair upon me, and after once down I shoulder the rod, 
and trudge wearily up to the house. By the time I arrive my 
spirits have improved a good deal, and going up tothe soldiers 
room I look in, saying, ‘Holloa, ‘gaffer,’ are you asleep?” 
‘‘No, [can’t sleep for thinking of that fish,’ answers a voice 
from under the bed-clothes.  ‘‘ Never mind, it’s nearly breakfast: 
time,”’ I cry, going to try and forget my sorrows in the English- 
man’s paradise—a good tub. For the remainder of the week, 
until he returned to duty, the soldier’s spirits never recovered — 
their wonted buoyancy, and a month after he had rejoined, amidst — 
his arduous duties, he wound up a letter with, ‘I often think of 
that fish, and d—n those cossacks.” VINCENS. 





THAMES FLOUNDER FISHERY. 


A MOST interesting experiment is being made in the Lower 
Thames, under the supervision of the Thames Angling Pre- 
servation Society, by the introduction of flounders above the 
lock at Teddington with the view to an ultimate improvement of 
flounder-fishing, and increasing the industry of the netsmen. 
This proceeding has been inaugurated, like so many other im: 
provements have been, by Mr. Thomas Spreckley, the valued 
President of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, and the 
idea is in the removal of some thousands of small fry from 2 to” 
4 inches in length to a portion of water above the tideway. They 
would thrive and increase,.and afterwards, in time of flood, they 
would drop down as good-sized fish. There is certainly no™ 
sweeter or more delicate-eating fish than the Thames flounder 
when properly cooked, and any step taken to increase their num- 
bers and size isa move in the right direction. The netsmen, taking 
aright view in the movement, offered their services to get the 
necessary quantity of small fish by being allowed for the purpose 
only for which they were intended to use a net of 2-inch mesh. 
On Thursday and Friday in last week, and a portion of Saturday, 
these men worked vigorously to obtain a goodly quantity of small 
fish, under the arrangements and superintendence of Mr. G. Je 
Rough, the intelligent and active head river- keeper of the Thame: 
Conservancy, and who is always ready to co-operate in the work 
ofthe Thames Angling Preservation Society in the improvement 
and protection of the fishery. Through the kindness of Mé 
Moore, the respected Engineer of the Conservators, the steam: 
launch, Zrent, was placed at the disposal of Mr. Spreckley to tug 
the boats laden with fish up the river. According to arrange 
ments the launch was to be at the Putney Steamboat Pier at ha f 
past eleven o’clock on Saturday morning last, but owing to the 
nature of the tide, although the launch arrived in time, it was 
found desirable to delay the journey for another hour. The 
commander-in-chief, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, and the secretary, 


Mr. W. H. Brougham, arrived at the Putney Railway Station, and 
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were joined by Mr. A. J. Little and Mr. P. Geen, two members 
of the General Committee, and were received at the pier by head 
river-keepers G. J. Rough and Alfred Thompson. One of the 
boats, filled with small flounders, was attached to the launch, and 
at half-past twelve the order to start was given, and the order 
was instantly obeyed. In its progress up the river, its ultimate 
destination being Kingston, the launch had to stop several times 
to receive further additions of fish and the attachment of another 
boat. With this heavy freight the journey was necessarily a slow 
one, only halting first at the Island Hotel for a few minutes to 
give the men a little lubrication, and then at the Teddington 
Lock, where they were joined, amidst great enthusiasm, by Mr. 
James Temple, the well-known artist, and whose sketches of 
angling subjects have given pleasure to thousands. Once in the 
appropriated water, Mr. Spreckley’s ideas were at work to find 
suitable places, and the first was at the entrance of a creck 
where some eight large well nets filled with fish were carefully 
emptied. The launch then proceeded to the steps of the Sun 
Hotel, Kingston, where the party was increased by the arrival of 
Mr. Alfred Nuthall, another active member of the Committee, and 
then moved on to the famous Town’s End Hole, where the 
remainder of the fish—about 5,000 in all—were safely deposited 
amidst the good wishes of those that were present to witness the 
operation. This being finished, and leaving Mr. Nuthall at 
Kingston, who was unable to remain, the launch, without its 
cargo of fish, steamed quickly to Richmond, where, through the 
very kind liberality of Mr. Spreckley, the whole of the men who 
had taken part in the netting were invited to a plain, substantial 
dinner at the Station Hotel at half-past six o’clock. Mr. Munro, 
the admirable caterer and proprietor of the hostelry, fully carried 
out his instructions to put upon the table the dinner that was 
ordered, which consisted of a large boiled leg of mutton, a roast 
fillet of veal, and one of his famous York hams, with all the 
necessary trimmings, and some bread and cheese and celery. 
Mr. Thomas Spreckley presided on the occasion, supported by 
Mr. A. J. Little, Mr. James Temple, Mr. P. Geen, Mr. W. H. 
Brougham, Mr. H. Little (Inspector of the Lower Thames), head 
river-keepers G. J. Rough and Alfred Thomas, and assistant 
river-keeper, W. Smith. The netsmen present wers Lewis 
Gibson, sen., Lewis Gibson, jun., Thomas Gibson, Charles 
Gibson, James Gibson, James Cuff, Thomas Odell, H. Pearce, 
Barlow Pearce, D. Pearce, James -Brown, James Pearce, J. 
Parkins, R. Pearce, C. Pearce, G. Pearce, and J. Hoskins. The 
men thoroughly enjoyed the dinner, and Mr. Spreckley kept them 
in thorough good humour, and although all were well satisfied 
with what they had eaten, he managed to tempt them all to 
another slice of York ham, as they remarked they would give 
Mr. Munro a good benefit. At the conclusion of the dinner and after 
the removal of the cloth, Mr. Spreckley, remaining in his chair, 
speke to the men for some time in a kind and practical manner, 
his remarks being frequently enthusiastically applauded. It was 
not intended asa speech, but rather to talk to them in a familiar 
manner, and when he assured them of his desire to increase and 
improve their industry, and give them better means of obtaining 
a honest and good livelihood, the approval of every man present 
was rapturously given. Mr. Spreckley’s remarks throughout were 
listened to with great attention, and were received by all with 
great cordiality: Mr. Geen having said afew words, a discussion 
took place on various points, in which several of the men joined, 
and Mr. A. J. Little and Mr. Inspector Little also took part. A 
similar experiment as regards the flounders, but of a larger size, 
was made about fourteen years ago ; but as no netting is allowed 
at Hampton where they were turned in, the result has never been 
known. Mr. Spreckley proposes one of these days to net that 
part of the river to ascertain whether any aro in existence, and it 
will be very useful to know. B, 





A SEIZURE OF ANGLERS’ TACKLE. 


IMPORTANT CASE. 


As most anglers are doubtless under the impression that, having 
obtained permission from some person to fish in waters over which he 
is supposed to have a right gives them security against molestation, 
they will doubtless be surprised to hear that this is by no means so, 
as will be seen from the following outline of a case decided at the 
East Grinstead County Court last week before Judge Martineau. 

It appears that two anglers, Messrs. Adie and Hancock, have for 
many years past been in the habit of fishing in a stream at Ashurst, 
they having obtained permission to do so from the farmers who are 
tenants under Earl De La Warr. They were on friendly terms with 
the farmers, and were always welcomed by them. Not only have they 
fished there unmolested, but many other anglers have also done so 
for more than twenty years past. On the 6th of August these gentle- 
men went to enjoy a day’s fishing, as they had often done before, and 
feeling perfectly secure in their right to do so, were not a little 


astonished when Earl De La Warr’s keepers came and asked them if 
they had written permission to fish. They replied they had not, and 
had no idea it was necessary. The keepers knew them well, and had 
often seen them fishing before without interfering. They left off 
fishing, and packed up their rods to leave, when the keepers, in spite 
of their protests, took the rods away. The anglers naturally felt 
indignant at this treatment, and instituted County Court proceedings 
against Earl De La Warr for detention of their rods and the missing 
articles, forit seems that some time after their seizure the rods, or 
some of them, werereturned. A full report of thecase will be found 
in the Tenbridge Wells Advertiser for last Saturday, and a letter 
referring to it from Mr. W. Hancock, one of the anglers in question, 
will be found in our correspondence columns. We have only space 
to give the decision of the Judge and his remarks on the case, 


His Honour said the case would turn upon the words ‘unlawfully and 
wilfully,” for # Earl De La Warr was justified in taking the tackle of the 
plaintiff, it did not matter how much of the tackle was returned. If they were 
in the wrong in seizing them, the plaintiffs would be entitled to full damages. 
He was of opinion that the rods were not returned properly, and he said that 
if he found that the defendant was justified in seizing the rods, he must give a 
verdict for the defendant. If the case of Hudson vw. Macrae was a clear 
authority, then the Magistrates would be bound to convict upon the fact that 
the fishing belonged to Earl De La Warr. He himself would not, if he had 
been a magistrate, have convicted Messrs. Adie and Hancock for trespassing, 
and for unlawfully and wilfully fishing. His honour then proceeded with some 
other cases whilst a fuller report of the Hudson v. Macrae case was being 
obtained, When this was brought, and his Honour had considered it, a few 
unimportant arguments were advanced by Mr. Hastie, and then his Honour 
delivered judgment. He said that in this case it was not disputed that Lord 
De La Warr was the owner of the fishing, and it was not disputed that the 
plaintiffs were fishing. The question he had before him was whether Messrs. 
Adie and Hancock were ‘unlawfully and wilfully’? attempting to take fish 
in water belonging to the Earl De La Warr. If he had to decide the question 
asa magistrate, he would, thouzh, perhaps, he might be wrong, come to the 
conclusion that the plaintiffs were not trespassing. On the other hand, in that 
case. he took it, that where a man claimed to fish as one of the public, he 
might commit an offence under the 24th section of Vic. 24 and 25. Whena 
man claimed to fish as one of the public, he asserted a title which in law did 
not exist. In the case at issue both of the plaintiffs had fished in those waters 
without objection. On the occasion out of which the action arose, they were 
fishing on land held by a man named Ashby, one of the tenan‘s of Lord De La 
Wair, and as he had spoken to them several times in a welcome manner, they 
thought they were all right. They simply claimed as part of the public. He 
thought that by the ruling of the Queen’s Bench, the Earl of De La Warr was 
justified in seizing the tackle of the plaintiffs or he conld have obtained a con- 
viction instead. Though he was convinced that neither of the plaintiffs had 
received their rods, as stated by the defence, he did not think that Lord De La 
Warr meant to keep them, though he had a right to do so. He found that 
Lord De La Warr was perfectly justified in all he did, and he (the Judge) was, 
therefore, obliged to enter a verdict for him. 


It will thus be seen that, although he ccnsidered them in the right, 
the Judge was compelled, by the ruling of the Court of Queen’s Bench, 
to decide against the anglers, Although they had not the slightest 
intention to do wrong, they are, nevertheless, treated as having acted 
‘unlawfully and wilfully,’ and it is perfectly clear that until the 
decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench is reversed every angler is 
liable to be treated in the same way. Fortunately, most landlords do 
not adopt this high-handed method of asserting rights. If they 
decide to close their waters to the public they put up notice boards ; 
but this was not done by Earl De La Warr. It is true that forthe 
defence it was stated the keepers had received orders to allow no one 
to fish without written permission, that Earl De La Warr had been 
much annoyed by anglers fishing without permission, and some of 
them would have beea prosecuted, but they gave false names and 
addresses. If Earl De La Warr had taken proper means to make 
his decision regarding fishing known to anglers by putting up notice- 
boards, Messrs. Adie and Hancock would have had no ground for 
complaint ; but to be suddenly pou.ced upon and treated as having 
acted ‘‘ unlawfully and wilfully”? simply for doing what Earl De La 
Warr had for years allowed them to do before proves that the law 
which permits this to be done, although it is the law, is most certainly 
not justice. Mr, Hancock deserves the thanks of all anglers for the 
stand he has made in defence ofanglers. He says he is quite ready 
to pursue the matter further, and endeavour to get the decision of the 
Court of Queen’s Bench—a decision of Lord Justice Blackburn, if we 
are not mistaken—annulled. But he cannot do this single-handed, 
He asks anglers and the angling clubs to come forward and support 
him, and feels confident of the result, If he does not get this support, 
then the matter must remain in its at present—to anglers, at any rate 
—very unsatisfactory position. We are confident he has right on his 
side, and will willingly subscribe to any fund raised for the purpose 
Mr, Hancock has in view. 





CHURCH OF ENGLAND TreMPERANCE Socirty.—This valuable organisa- 
tion, with headquarters at 9, Bridge Street, Westminster, celebrates its twenty- 
first anniversary this year. All the bishops, several’ thousands of the clergy, 
and 432,672 members are nowenrolled. The anniversary arrangements consist 
of afestival service at Westminster Abbey, on Monday, November 19, with 
sermon by the Ven. Archdeacon Farrar; a breakfast at St. James’s Hall on 
Tuesday, November 20; and a conference upon the evils of grocers’ licenses 
and a great mass meeting of working people at Exeter Hall, on Wednesday, 
November 21, under the presidency of the Bishop of Bedford. The council 
are now endeavouring to raise a sum of £25,000 as a thank-offering, to carry 
temperance work into each parish, to appoint special agents for railway, agri- 
cultural, army, and police-court rescue work. As this admirable society unites 
both the temperance and total abstinence branches, it deserves the hearty sup- 
port of all sections of the Church. 


ub 7] 
or 
bo 








CONTENTS. 








————_@>__— 

(N.B.—AUl rights reserved in articles published in this paper.) 
PAGE. PAGE. 
Culture of Salmonide .. .. 547 |River Reports .. oe o- 552 
Rambles by the River Lea .» 548 | Club Reports ate aA vemnst 
Salmon-fishing. — ‘A Gaffing Correspondence .. +e vee 555 

Contretemps”’ ,. ae .. 549 | Papers Suggested by the Fisheries 
Lhames Flounder Fishery ». 550} International Exhibition oe 557 
A Seizure of Anglers’ Tackle.— Irish Fishing Notes _ AC eu 5 50 
Important Case... At .. 551 | Club and Other Jottings .. +e 558 
RIVER REPORTS. 
TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, NOVEMBER Io. 
Morning. Afternoon, 

London Bridge 34 we $6) ODIO og Mtied cBOD. 5S 

Putney .. 0 Se ats oslO-Sweae, a oeemelOa 2 

KeWia isis we oe ee ole LO.AGuasr ss caine gs lee 

Richmond ,. sc ae tye teash io Qa. alee 


THE LOWER THAMES. 





GENERAL REMARKS. 


Angling has fallen off considerably in all parts of the river. The fishermen 
in the tidal portion have been well employed, but the returns of sport do not 
nearly approach to the average of previous weeks. The perch are coming on at 
Kingston, Sunbury, and Walton, but nothing remarkable in size. There isa 
report of a fine pike of 14 1b. having been taken at Thames Ditton from Ham- 
merton’s punt, A fine pike of over 20 1b. was taken on Saturday last out of 
the piece of water at the Ashford Station, and was brought the same evening 
to the Station Hotel at Richmond. The flounders are running remarkably 
fine this season, and those who have not before tasted these fish should indulge 
themselves in doing s0, as there is no fish to equal them as freshwater fish, 


Richmond, 

C. Brown, in four days, 28 lb. of roach; Edward Brown, in the same time, 
30 lb. ; Henry Wheeler, in three days, 29 lb. of roach and dace ; W. Aldridge, 
one day, glb. of roach, and another day two dozen; J. Brain, one day with 
Mr. Clarke, of Brentford, 17 1b. of roach, and in five other days, 601b. ; Henry 
Howard, one day, 14 1b. of roach and dace, and in three other days, fifteen 
dozen ; H. Mansell, in six days, 70 lb. of roach and.dace, and a chub of 23 Ib. 
The bank anglers have weighed in as follows at the Jolly Anglers :—Mr. Key, 
3lb.; Mr. Wessom, 3lb.; Mr. Webber, 2 lb., and Mr, Steel, one dozen of 
roach and dace. 

Twickenham. 

Pat Hammerton, in four days, thirty-two dozen of roach and dace ; Joseph 
Dobbin, in five days, thirty dozen; Richard Moffatt, in two days, twelve 
dozen; J. Dunn, fishing for Mr. Miles, of the Queen’s Head, in five days, 
twenty-five and a half dozen; George Chamberlain, in seven days, thirty-five 

_ dozen of dace ; Samuel Cole, in three days, 30 1b. of roach and dace ; James 
Coxen, in three days, seventeen dozen and a barbel of 2 1b.; R. Coxen, in two 
days, sixteen dozen; George Coxen, in three days, sixteen dozen; A. Farmer, 
in one day, six dozen, and John Spong, in six days, forty-two dozen. 

Wind north-east and weather fine, and the waters just nicely coloured for 
all-round fishing, and I am pleased to say we are still doing well among the 
fish.—A. Prrrin. 

N.B.—My successor not being able to complete the purchase, I have been 
obliged to resell, and shall be at the Two Sawyers until the 26th inst. Iam 
pleased to say I have 1elet the house to a good angler and well known on our 
river. 

Teddington, 

Joseph Baldwin, in four days, nineteen dozen of roach and dace, one barbel 
and two jack, weighing respectively 61b. and 51lb.; Benjamin Stevens, in one 
day, 18} 1b, of good dace, and in two other days seventeen dozen; Alexander 
Kemp, in cne day, a brace of jack, weighing 10 1b. 


Kingston, 

John Johnson, sen., in two days, four and a half dozen of roach and dace 
seventeen perch, a jack of 3lb., and a barbel of 21b.; John Johnson, jun., in 
the same time, fonrteen dozen of roach and dace, seven dozen of gudgeon, and 
a quantity of perch, all good fish. The bank anglers, about four dozen of roach 
and dace, and some barbel, bream, and perch. Those at Surbiton, about six 
dozen and some chub and perch, One of the roach, measured and weighed by 
assistant river-keeper George Mires, was 12} inches in length and 13]b. in 
weight. 

East Moulsey, 

John Smith, in one day, six jack, the largest 4 lb., and six dozen of gud- 
geon; Thomas Davis, in two days, four dozen of roach and dace; Thomas 
Wheeler, in four days, sixteen dozen of roach and dace, three bream, the 
largest 4]b., and a jack of 4]1b.; Thomas Milbourne, in one day, two dozen of 
roach and dace; James Langshaw, at Hampton, eight dozen of roach and dace, 
two bream, the largest 33 1b, and one barbel. 


Sunbury. 

E. Clarke and Sons, in five days, eight dozen of roach and dace, four jack, 
the largest 41b., acouple of barbel, and six duzen cf gudgeon; T. and A. 
Stroud, in four days, fifteen dozen of roach and dace, eight chub, twenty-one 
perch, and four bream, 

Walton. 


R. Watford, one day, five dozen of roach and dace ; another day, four dozen ; 
and another day, two dozen and one brace of perch. John Hone, one day, 
twelve brace of perch, and another day six brace. Mr. Mackrill, in one day, 
with George Hone, twelve brace of perch. 

The fishing here has not been very brisk this last week on account of the 
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water rising, and of bad colour. 
four dozen roach and dace ; Watford, one day, three dozen roach and dace and ~ 


three bream ; G. Hene, sen., one day, two dozen of perch and four bream; G, — 


Hone, jun., one day, four dozen roach and dace,—S. ROSEWELL. 


Shepperton, 
David Hackett, in two days, ten dozen of roach and dace, and H. Purdue, 
in one day, four dozen, 
Chertsey, 
James Haslett, in one day, with Mr. Palmer, one bream anda few roach- 
legering, and another day a few roach and one chub. 


Staines, 
Samuel Scott, in one day, three jack, the largest 6} lb. 


UPPER THAMES. 


The colour of the Thames is now simply perfection for roach, chub, perch and 
jack piscators, and the tints of the surroundings of the river has never been 
equalled in my experience of over thirty years’ on-looking. No frosts or 
winds have swept the leaves away from the parent trees, and they are ia this 
November still hanging tenaciously on a mass of gorgeous colour of varying 
hues, only perhaps to be appreciated by an artist. I look upon anglers as 
genuine artists—in intelligence, in eye, and in hand; so now is the time to 
come down and see old Father Thames in all his glory. Solomon isn’t in it. 
Roach are coming on grandly ; perch a little shy ; dace feeding daintily ; 
chub just waking up and yawning their leathery mouths ; barbel have de- 
parted this life to rise again in the summer ; perch are just getting over theic 
recent mal de riviere and will soon have a keen eye to the first fish course, 
viz., minnows ; jack have all at once taken an objection to the ‘obnoxious 
weed,”’ and are hunting in the open, so now is the time to tempt them with a 
bit of silver they will, like greedy porters, pouch it. At Marlow, Barnes has 
been doing grandly with the roach ; and in the Hurley district Messrs, 
Anthony, Hodenot, Jones, Birch and Brooksbank have done fairly with 
roach and jack. Thursday evening, water everything that can be desired for 
this time of year, Wind, S-W.—MAaArRtLow Buzz. - 

[ Received too late tor insertion last week. ] 


The heavy rain of the 4th and sth instant has popped up the river and. 
coloured it once again, but this state of things will not last many hours unless 
another downfall arrives. Roach are fairly on and also chub, and the frosty 
nights seem to be herding the perch. At Medmenham, Tom Barnes and Bob 
Young, with patrons, are busy amid the roach and chub. At Hurley, several 
nice baskets of a miscellaneous description have been made by Messrs. Jaques, 
Gherkie, and Berger, the latter gentleman getting on the 4th inst. a 61b. jack. 
The Marlow waters have lately had 383 brace of fine trout placed in the pool, 
every fish going 11b. or more, indeed, several scaling 2lb. Krom Bray, I glean 
that a piscator on Wednesday caught a jack going 12 1b, which, soon after 
being confined in the punt well, disgorged a trout of 2]b. Thursday evening. 
Roach are taking worms and perch are fairly on to minnows or small gudgeon, 
Weather delightfully fine, with frosty nights-—Marntow Buzz. 


Goring, 

Water very thick. A little flood will take a week to get the water in good 
order for all-round fishing if it keeps fine Gudgeon biting well on Monday. 
Took aout eight dozen of good gudgeon in two hours. Best day, two dozen 
of perch, one jack about 3 1lb.—Joun Rusu. 


Oxford. 


‘¢ Where is the girl, who by the boatman’s door, 
Above the locks, above the boating throng, 
Unmoored our skiffs when through the Wytham flats, 
Red loosestrife and blond meadowsweet among, 
And darting swallows and light water gnats, 
We tracked the shy Thames shore? ’’ 


I am sure I cannot say where the young damsel is gone to, Sir Poet ; but in 
all probability she has removed her lares and penates out of reach of the flood 
which threatens to convert the valley of the Thames and the Cherwell into the 
counterfeit presentment of an inland sea, for as I write the fields at Magdalen 
Bridge are already under water, and it will require only a slight addition to its 
volume to bring the Thames, which is now bank high, into a state of full 
flood. The rains which have fallen since Monday have greatly discoloured the 
water, and given it anything but an inviting appearance. On the whole, sport 
up till the 4th inst. has been fairly good, several decent bags having been 
made in the district. On Friday, Mr. Mallett and a friend at Culham bagged 
two jack, weighing 13 lb. and 7}1b. On the 4th inst., Mr. S, Simmonds, 
trolling in the long reach at Iffley, grassed a nice little jack, which scaled 3 lb. 
On Tuesday, Mr. Walker caught about two dozen perch, only two of which (a 
nice brace going I lb. and 1} Ib.) were worth keeping, and on Wednesday Mr, 
S. Davis, from Mesopotamia, took another good specimen, weighing 13 1b,— 
MEDLEY TROUT. 





Ancholme District. 


The weather has, in the main been very fair, and the colour ot the water is _ 
shing has been somewhat better, and - 


much improved. As a consequence, the 
some fair catches have been made about Brandy Wath and Brigg. The leaves 
are nearly all gone, and there is a sharpness in the air which speaks of better 
results for paternosters.—THOMAS Forpb. 


Chichester. 


Some good bream have come to hand during the week, and roach are rapidly 
improving ; some capital specimens were landed at Selham ; the recent rains 
have rendered the water thick, yet withal fair sport has been had. With fine 
bright weather good sport among the pike may be anticipated, some large 
fish having parted company, owing to rotten tackle. Rodsters should well 


overhaul last year’s gear. New traces and gimp save many lamentations.—G. _ 


F, SALTER. 
Dove. 


Wind, weather, and water have all alike been favourable for grayling fishing 


since I last wrote, and a considerable number of rodsters have been out daily. 
The grayling have risen best in the middle of the day, when fair sport has been 


had with the red bumble and golden dun midge. The baskets would average io 


about five brace per rod. Pike are now running well, and below Uttoxeter 


sport amongst them has been yery remunerative, with both the live and spin- — 


J. Hone, two days, two dozen of perch and _ 





rr 
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ning baits. The Devon has recently proved the most killing of artificials. 
Bottom fishers are doing famously, large baskets being the rule not the excep- 
tion. Roach, dace, chub, bream, and perch are all taking the cockspur worm 


freely, and in the present state of the water are likely to continue doing so.— - 


Tue SPLODGER. 
Eden (Carlisle). 

A copy of last week’s report would almost do for this. The river was in 
order on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and good sport was had. A heavy 
rain on Sunday spoilt the water for Monday, and on Tuesday it was ‘“ creeping ”’ 
all day, so that not much was done till Wednesday; on that day and the 
following one a lot of fish were killed, and the river is still in fine order. 
Among the most successful anglers I have heard of are—Mr. E. L. Hough, 
four fish une day, and three (weighing 76 lb.) another; Mr. J. B. Slater twice 
three; Mr. W. Routledge, three; Mr. McInnes, two; Major Riley, two. 
The Rickerby and Crosby waters have yielded the best lately. One more 
week, and the rods will have to go on to the rack for three months. 


Exe (Exeter). 


We have not been doing very much lately, but I hear last week Mr. Hayman, 
of Exwick, caught three nice pike, 63, 54, and 3} Ib. respectively, with live 
gorge bait, and all within the hour. A few eels and some perch have also been 
taken in the canal at the Lime Kilns and by Turf, Cold winds prevailing have 
materially interfered with sport.—J. A. KgLLrEy. 


Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing. Duming the past week the weather has been very rough for all 
boat fishing ; but despite the roughness of the weather, many of our tishermen 
who had been out and had a few hours rough and tumble, have brought in 
some fine catches of conger,|whiting, and skate. The average weight of conger 
was from 150 lbs. to 200 lbs. each boat, one weighing 48 lb., gave a lot of 
work before being safely landed in the boat. The herring fishing is very-slack, 
the largest catch for the week is half maizein a boat. The sport with hand 
lines from the rocks and jetty is very good, several conger weighing 14 lb. 
each, has been caught by amateur fishermen, from the jetty, and some whiting 
and codlin from the flat rock off the Capstone. Weather at present squally.— 


E, CoMER, 
Lea (Ferry Boat). 


The recent rain has caused the river to rise, and this has been ‘‘ wanted ’’ for 
some time past to clear the weeds away ‘‘that provided so much feed for the 
fish,’? and has given the water that colour the angler delights to see. Not 
many anglers about this week, but those that have ventured have been rewarded 
with fair bags, Mr. Dodd having had a nice little bag nearly every day this 
week, amongst them a nice little jack of 8lb. Mr. Willmott, whose mussels 
have been fairly partaken of by the eels, he has taken this week with this pecu- 
liar bait. Messrs. Mead, Stone, Wheatley, and others, have had some nice 
little Bags of roach, and a few dace ; Mr. Gill's ‘‘ bleak ’’ which has been exhi- 
bited at the Fisheries, is to be seen amongst the collection here, it is, I believe, 
the largest bleak pieserved in England, and how it missed taking a prize I can't 


ell. 
Lea (Waltham Abbey). 

On Thursday the roach are feeding in the Abbey stream, and the water 
is getting in first-class condition for all-round fishing. Since my last report the 
jack has not been feeding. A few very nice perch, but not very many. | 
gentleman has given, to be fished for, a very goo d silver lever watch, English, 
for the last two days in November, 23rd and 30th, the entry fee ts., and the 
money to be divided into prizes according to the entry, open to any members 
come from wherever they like. The prize to be seen at the bar of the King’s 
Arms, Waliham, and Mr. Wheeler is deputed to take names and money, the 
time of fishing on each day—start 11 a.m., and give over at 4 p.m., and all fish 
to weigh at the house, Any further particulars you can gain by calling to pay 
the entry fee of 1s, All fish to weigh according to Lea Conservatory rulea.— 


PENCIL, 
Lea (Ware). 

If we were wanting rain last week we have had our share since the 3rd, as it 
rained all day on the Sth, all day on the 6th, and several smart storms since. 
The Bloomsbury fished a peg-down here on the 4th—‘‘but what a day ee 
There was not much sport, as they mostly turned it up. Paddy Gill stuck to 
it with the aid of his cabbage-leaf, and came off with honours. The natives 
were doing the trickon Wednesday. Thursday being fine, good fish of all 
sorts were taken, but thry, like their brother Bobs of town, like to keep it 
quiet where they get them,—PirE CLAY. 


Leicester. 


The weather for a few days has been very mild and open, and plenty of 
anglers have been at work among the finny tribes. The home waters have 
been well patronised during the week. The rozch have been feeding more 
freely, and some good catches have fallen to the share of several anglers, 
principally with paste. At Aylestone the chub continue fairiy well on the feed, 
and from Partin Pool and Haif-moon Meadow some nice fish were landed. A 
few pike have also been caught, but no large ones are reported. A somewhat 
extraordinary piece of news comes from Cossington, near Leicester, this week. 
It is stated that a salmon-trout, which turned the scale at close upon 15 lb., 
was captured on Wednesday by Mr. J. Beal, of Leicester, and some friends, in 
a meadow in the occupation of Mr. F’. Rogers, near Cossington Bridge. The 
fish was washed into the meadow by the overflowing of the river owing to the 
late heavy rains, the fields on each side of the stream having been inundated to 
the depth of several feet. It is probable that the fish caught is a jack, and not 
asalmon-trout, as stated. The weather (to-night Thursday) is cold and rainy. 
—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Both these streams are muddy, high, and strong, and at the time of writing 
are both out of condition. But should the fine weather of to-day continue, 
piseatois may calculate with a certainty upon being ab!e to resume their 
favourite sport in three or four days, as the waters threatened to go down almost 
as fast as they rose on Tuesday. Large numbers of trout may be seen about 
here, finding their way from the Lugg and the Arrow up the ditches and small 
tributaries to spawn. The Pinslyis high, but clear, and on Monday, an angler 
visiting these waters caught a nice dish of grayling. A gentleman, on Tuesday, 
visited the Arrow and bad excellent sport, catching no less than Io to 12 lb. of 
splendid grayling with the worm. Another gentleman, on the same day, and 
in the Arrow, Caught four grayling, weighing about 331b. At present the 
worm and the maggot are the only bait worth using. I saw a gentleman on 
Saturday night, who showed me a basket containing some twelve or thirteen gray 
ling, which he informed me he caught that afternoon up Eardisland way, with 


the maggot. I have heard of little or nothing being done up the Shobden 
waters since last I wrote. I think this part is not much yisited since the club 
broke up. Down Bodenham district I heard of some good fish being caught 
on Monday. Good fishing about here when the water clears.—GWynng. 


Medway (Tonbridge), 


The water in the early part of the week was in first-class order, and many pike 
anglers were out with more or less success. On Saturday our secretary and 
master, Charles Johnson, managed to secure a couple of brace of good pike 
below the town. The rain, however, has rendered the river muddy, and it 
will not be fit for angling for some days. On Tuesday evening a special meet- 
ing of the club was held at the Rose and Crown Hotel, when Mr. A. T. 
Beeching, the president, occupied the chair, and there was a very large attend- 
ance. Mr. T. Elliott, of Tunbridge Wells, one of the vice-presidents, read a 
most interesting paper on ‘‘ The Fisheries Exhibition and Its Lessons to Local 
Angling Societies.”? He dealt with the good the exhibition had effected in 
drawing the attention of all classes to the great boon which might be reaped 
from our inland waters if properly used and advocated; the introduction of 
black bass into the Medway, believing that it was a fish eminently suitable for 
the water. An interesting discussion followed, and at the conclusion a cordial 
vote was passed both to the reader and the chairman.—Y# Merpway WATER 


RAT. 
Ouse (Littleport), 


We have had a splendid innings among the roach, so we ought not to 
grumb‘e now that the water bas got too much for us; but I trust it will be 
right again in a few days if we get no more rain in the meantime. I had to 
break offin my report last week, our post leaving early, and not having 
sufficient time to finish. I, therefore, give the items, commencing where I 
left off last week :—Oct. 30th, D. Clarke, Cambridge, 18 1b, splendid roach in 
three hours ; Martin, Burn, and Son, Cam., 18 lb.; Mr. J. George, Cam., 
13 1b.; Mr. C. Gray, Station Road, Cam., 10 lb. of beauties in two hours ; 
Messrs. W. Pryon and Nix, Cam., 9lb. Oct. 31st, Master F. Miller, Cam., 
to} lb.; Mr. H. B. Flack, Cam., 105 1b.; Messrs. F. and A, Cross, Cam., 
164 1b.; Mr. A. Cross, a pretty roach among the lot, going t lb. 44.0z. ; Mr. 
H. Lee, Cam., tolb.; Major Hely, 41b. ina short time. Nov. Ist, Messrs. 
Ogilvie and Field, Cam., 17 lb. of roach; Mr. R. Hills, a fine lot of roach, 
going 141b., in two hours. Nov. 2nd, Mr. W. Rewton, Cam., 181b., and 
Mr. G. Barker, 13 lb. of good roach. Nov. 3rd, out myself for one anda 
quarter hours, got 7} 1b. nice roach. Nov. 4th, too wet for anything but ducks 
and such like.. Nov. 5th, Mr. J. George, Cam,, 8lb. roach. Several anglers 
have tried since, but fish are on fora holiday.—CHARLiz SOUTH. 


Teme (Ludlow), 


For the last two or three weeks, this stream has been in a very uncertain 
state. No sooner has the weather taken up, and the river got clear, and in 
good fishing order, than down comes heavy rains, and swells the streams till 
it almost overflows it banks. Last Saturday and Monday the waters were 
clear, and in nice condition for angling, when Monday night brought a tremen- 
dously heavy rain which lasted for hours. Another downfall on Tuesday morn- 
ing, and all was over again for the poor angler till the waters go down again. 
To-day (Thursday), I am glad to see they are falling very fast, and all going 
well. Monday will find them all in good fishing order once more. Before the 
rain came down, some very good fish were landed on Saturday and Monday. 
Up the Clun a gentleman managed to land in about 4 or 5 hours about 7 lb. 
of very fine grayling, with the maggot and worm. Pike, they tell me, to the 
number of five or six have been seen of late in the waters between New Bridge 
and Ludford. I hope they will not meet their deaths by a rifle ball, as some 
have done on previous occasions. The Unsportsmanlike practice of shooting 
tish (which at one time extensively prevailed in this district), cannot be too 
strongly condemned. In _ the Corve some fish were caught near 
Felton, weighing n arly } lb. each, by an amateur angler, To-day the 
weather has changed from a foggy morning to a bright November day.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 

On Tuesday the waters rose down here very rapidly, and at one time a flood 
was expected. Heavy rains fell on Monday night and Tuesday morning, causing 
the stream again to be very muddy. During the latter end of last week a few 
good fish were taken with the willow fly in this neighbourhood. Near the 
bridge on Saturday a gentleman caught some very nice grayling, also some 
rough fish, The Kyre and the Letwyche are both’high; the former is muddy, 
and no good can be done in the latter at present. Some fine fish have been 
caught Little Hereford way with the maggot early in the week. The willow fly 
attracted a few nice grayling near the bridge on Saturday ; one we saw weighed 
over lb. In the meadows above the town on the same day a gentleman 
caught with the maggot 12 or 13 very nice grayling. The weather is cold but 
fine, and the water is going down fast, putting anglers again in good heart — 
‘WORCESTER. 

Trent (Alrewas.) 

The river has been out of condition nearly the whole of the week, and little 
has beendone. On Friday, the water was reported in fair order for bottom 
fishing, and Mr. W. Reynolds had a nice miscellaneous basket, amongst them 
some good grayling, which, by the way, are more plentiful in this part of the 
river than I have known for years ; little has been done as yet among the pike. 
Mr. H. B. Sale, one of the most enthusiastic members of the Birmingham and 
Midland Association, spinning a dace on Gregory’s Archimedean pike tackles, 
hooked and Janded a salmon, measuring nearly 30 inches in length, the fish 
afforded some sport, but was in very bad condition. The hooks were carefully 
taken out and the fish safely returned to its native element. News to hand of our 
genial president having a splendid bag of pike from a private water, 84 1b. in 
all, the largest fish 16 1b. Mr. E. S. Cope, had a day at the Harbour 
Reservoirs, a reputed good pike shop, but on this occasion the day did not 
turn out very remunerative. ‘The best fish of the day, about 16 1b., came un- 
hooked and cleared off, much to the chagrin of the angler, who whistled ‘‘God 
save the Queen’? with variations. Iam off to-morrow to a well-noted shop 
with a few friends. Our doings I will report in your next issue. River reported 
to-day high and the water cloudy, so I cannot anticipate much doing this 
week, as it is raining heavily at the time of writing. JAMES GREGORY. 


Trent (Newark) 


The river is now in high flood, and very much discoloured, caused by the 
very heavy rains of this week. At the time of writing, Thursday night, the 
river is still bank fu ll—in fact, in certain places, it is over the fields and far 
away ; but I think it has been going down a little these last few hours. At any 
rate it will be several days before itis in anything lixe trim,—THsn Trent 
OTTER. 
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Trent (Nottingham). 

The river in this district has been running at flood height, and very few 
anglers during the week have been out. On Thursday a subsidence set in, but 
the water was very thick, scarcely anything was done. As soon as an improve 
ment takes place rodsters cannot do better than go in quest of roach, dace, 
chub, and pike. Salmon have been seen in scores near Tulbury Weir, and 
prospects, as to this branch of the sport, are highly encouraging.—Tuxz 
MAN AT THE CLUBS, ; 

Tweed and Teviot.- 


October 30, on the Floors upper water, Sir W. Hart Dyke and Mr, Bar- 
rington killed fourteen fish; on the lower water, Mr. Pryor killed thirteen fish. 
On the Ednam House upper water, the Hon. and Rev. H. Liddell (the guest of 
Mr. Drummond) had excellent sport, killing six fish, weighing wai | 
22, 19, 16, 16, 17, and 841b.; on the under water, Mr. Drummond kille 
two. On the Hendersyde water, Captain Bridges had three salmon, the 
heaviest being 25 1b.; on the Hendersyde under water Mr. James Moffatt and 
Mr. P. Elliot—one rod—killed seven fish, the heaviest being 29 lb. On the 
Sprouston upper water Mr. Bidder, Q.C., London, and Mr. James 
Elliott, Mosstower. had eight salmon between them; on Sprouston Dub Mr. 
Brunless had a grilse; on the Sprouston under Mr. J. Bayliss killed 
one salmon. On Birgham Dub ° Mr. Denison killed _ three 
salmon—23, 20, and 9 lb. On Lord Home’s water the Hon. R. Meade 
and Mr. Greville—two rods—killed eight fish: On the Cornhill water Colonel 
Biden had four salmon—24, 20, 144, and 12 Ib., one grilse of 8 lb., and one 
bull trout of 63 1b,—Max WueeEt. 


Waveney (Beccles), 

Water is still in first-class order for all round fishing, and wind in the right 
quarter (west). Few anglers seem to have been out, and nothing of any 
importance has come to my knowledge. Messrs. Crooks and Oldham on 
Saturday last had a nice sample of roach of } lb. and over. Mr. H. Block, on 
the same day, a jack of 3} 1b., caught with a spoon bait.—A WAVENEY 
ANGLER. 

Wye and Derwent. 


Both rivers have run down nicely during the past week ; but are a little too 
high, or full, for good grayling fly-fishing, yet the lower the rivers the better 
chance there is for grayling fly-fishing. There has been a fair quantity of 
anglers on these rivers lately, and most of them have killed a fair quantity of 
grayling and coarse fish with maggot and worm, and some with the fly. On 
the Wye, and also on the Chatsworth length of the Derwent some nice little 
baskets of grayling have been killed, in fact, baskets up to 9 brace of good sized 
grayling have been landed with honey dun bumble, furnace blacks, and ash dun 
flies. The natural flies have been only very strong on the water from 11.30 
a.m., till 4 p.m., principally duns and land flies, such as the ant, cowdung, 
blow fly, and the flat-winged browns. These continue on the water more or 
less till the end of the season. The pike fishers on various parts of the Der- 
went have killed a few fish lately with small dace for bait, trolling, none of 
them being over 7 1b. The weather this day (Thursday), is very foggy, with 
Pages appearance of more rain falling. Barometer falling slowly.—G. J. 

wWATON, 
[Received too late for insertion last week. ] 


There was a very great quantity of rain both the latter end of last week and 
the beginning of this, which caused both rivers to have nice little flushes on 
chem, ‘This risehas done a-very great deal of good, for it has swept away a 
great quantity of leaves, which were avery great nuisance to the angler. Sport, 
with both worm and maggot, has been very good both on Wednesday and 
Thursday, and some good dishes of grayling and coarse fish have been landed 
on the Derwent below Dowsley and Ambergate. This day (Thursday) has 
been a most beautiful sunshiny day, and the natural flies have been out in great 
numbers, and grayling have been rising nicely, one angler having six and a 
half brace of good- sized fish, all killed with bumble and furnace flies; and 
several others have killed a few fish. Pike are now fairly well on the feed on 
the Derwent, several nice-sized ones have been landed to-day below Cromford, 
with small dace for baits.—G. J. EATON. 


Yare (Norwich), 


During the past week some first-rate roach fishing has been had on this 
river. At Buckenham, especially, sport on fine days has been the rule, as 
many as eighty fish, some of large size, being landed in the brighter hours of 
the day by two rods {a member of the Champion Angling Society and friend, 
with Piofessor Day); and, until the heavy rains, the spinning and trolling for 
jack was fairly successful, though nothing large has been captured that I have 
heard of, but one or two proverbial ‘‘monsters’’ have broken away. On 
Tuesday last, a vara avis was captured below Cantley, in the Limpenhoe reach 
by Mr. C. Greene (hon. secretary Yare Preservation Society), in the shape of a 
handsome specimen of the salmon trout, weight 3 lb., whilst trailing with an 
otter spinner for jack. The fish, on account of its rareness in our waters, has 
been sent to Mr. T. E. Gunn, F.L.S., St. Giles, Norwich, to be preserved for 
the collection of the Norwich Angling Club. Prospects—Excellent for roach 
should the weather brighten and if it sets in fine. Jack fishing, both on this 
river and also the Bure, should be excellent.—RogBrrt MotLt, 





TAKING UNSEASONABLE SALMON.—Abraham Armes, labourer, of Tutbury, 
was charged with being unlawfully in possession of three unclean salmon, on 
the 27th ultimo, without having the consent of the Board of Conservators of 
the Trent Fishery District.—Mr. Eddowes (of Derby) prosecuted on behalf of 
the Conservators, and Mr, Bright watched the case on behalf of Mr. Blood, 
Tutbury.—Police-constable Grantham saw the defendant about half-past 
nine on the morning of the 27th ultimo, going from the railway station in 
the direction of Derby Street. At the time a train had arrived at the station 
from Tutbury. Defendant had a portmanteau in his possession, and on being 
asked what he had got in the bag he answered that it contained clothes, and 
that the bag had been given to him by a man at Tutbury to take to someone 
named Ward at Derby Turn. He forced open the bag and found that it 
contained two salmon, which appeared to have recently been speared. He 
was afterwards informed that the fish were unclean.—John Swanwick, 
inspector appointed by the Trent Fishery Board, said he was informed of the 
arrest of the prisoner and came to Burton, where he went to Mr. Campbell’s 
fish shop and saw three salmon which were in a very bad condition and unfit 
for food. The spawning bed in this district was at Tutbury, and the taking 
of the fish was very damaging.—Mr. Eddowes said it was a most gross case, 
and he must ask for a heavy penalty.—Defendant was fined £3 and 23s, 6d. 
costs, or two months’ imprisonment with hard labour,— 
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singing the National Anthem.—J, T., Sec. , a 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Arnold, roach, 3 1b.; Mr. Binks, one jack, 1 lb. 8 oz. ; Mr. Bryant, one 
jack, 6 1b.; Mr. Medcalf, one jack, 1} 1b. Members ara requested to use their 
influence amongst brother anglers and friends to attend the smoking concert 
to be beldin the club-room on Noy. 19, in aid of the funds of the Anglers? 
Benevolent Society.—T, WORLEDGE. ; 
ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 2s. 64, 
from G. H. Young, Esq. (Gresham Angling Society), and £2 3s. 94d. from 
donation boxes at the smoking concert of the Hoxton Brothers, on Ovt. 31st, 
—R, GuurnkY, sec. 


BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

On Tuesday last two of our members, F. Cox and H. Sparks, were out near 
Bath, and succeeded in bringing home two very nice jack, that of the former's 
scaling 141b., and the latter 64 lb. On Friday Mr. F. Withers, another of our 
members, had two very nice jack weighing 11 lb.—-LEWIs J. WR1rDg, sec. 





CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Since last report the following members weighed in fish :—On Oct. 26, Mr. 
E. Wilson, 9 lb. 6 oz. of roach and dace. Oct. 28, Mr. R. Banfield, 
12 1b.4 0z.; Mr. W. Maslin, 3 1b. 7 oz. Oct. 29, Mr. E. Wilson, 11 1b Io oz, 
of roach and dace. Oct. 30, Mr. R. Wellman, 8 lb. 12} oz. of jack. Noy. 4, 
Mr. R. Banfield, 3 1b. 5 oz. roach and dace; Mr. W. Maslin, 2 lb. 15 oz. of 
roach and dace. Members are requested to attend on Thursday next for im 
portant business,—E, WILSON, sec. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. g 

Mr. G. Bates saved the club from a blank on the 4th inst. with some dace, 
Our concert takes place on Tuesday next, Nov. 13th, on behalf ofthe Angler's — 
Benevolent Society, when I hope to see all the members present on that 
occasion to support so good and worthy an object. Mr, T. Crumplen will take © 
the chair, faced by Mr. G, Field, at 9 o’clock sharp. The members will fish - 
for prizes on the 27th inst. at St. Margartt’s roam of water. Our club-room_ 
looks itself again now we have our fish home from the Exhibition, and I am 
pleased to say without the least damage to any of the cases. Our club was 
awarded a silver medal for our exhibit.—R. Murpuy. r 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basinghall Street, Mr. Cartwight 
in the chair. There wasa very good attendance of members and visitors, among — 
the latter of whom must be mentioned Dr. Spurgeon. The minutes and a ~ 
large amount of correspondence having been satisfactorily disposed of, Mr, 
Ellis weighed in a remarkably good take of chub, the highest scaling 3 lb. 50z. — 
Mr. Bates, hon. treasurer, reported that the committee had decided upon tliree 
competitions : the first on the 2oth instant, for perch, the prizes to be given 
by Dr. Lloyd and himself; the second oa the 4th December, for roach, prizes” 
given by the committee and Captain Alfred; and the third on the 18th Decem- 
ber, for pike, the prizes for which have not yet been arranged, A notice of 
three competitions will be sent to each member, and it is hoped that the result 
will be a good show of fish on each of the dates mentioned. A vote of thanks 
to Mr. Cartwright brought the business part of the evening toa close. Some 
excellent music followed, the contributions of the chairman and some of the 
visitors being especially worthy of mention.—H., 


HAMMERSMITH UNITED ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 

On November 1, Mr. Geen had two barbel, two chub, and roach and dace, 

from the Colne. On the 4th, Mr. Peachey had roach and dace, from Twicken- 
ham ; and Messrs. Lewis and Burbidge, roach, from Kew.—Anraus. 


HIGHBURY ANGLING SOCIETY. f 
We were again favoured on the 4th inst. with a capital show of fish, particu 
larly a splendid ja ck captured by Mr. Shipley in the neighbourhood of Basing< — 
stoke, weighing over 141b. There were three special prizes for the day, 
which were taken respectively by Mr. Shipley, Mr. Devonshire, and Mr. Lewis. 
—JAs, EpwpD. WHEATLEY, sec. ‘ 





HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. _— 7 
Very few fish brought up on the 4th inst. Mr. J. Osborn again won the © 
Daily Prize, given by our worthy host.—R. GHURNEY, sec. Rf 


HULME CROWN ANGLERS’ SOCIETY, MANCHESTER. ) 
The third annual dinner of the above society took place at the club house, © 
the Crown Inn, City Road, Hulme, on Thursday evening, November Ist, and 
acapital repast provided by host Peacock was partaken of by the members. ~ 
Mr. T. Bailey (in the absence of Mr. W. Hewitt) presided, faced by Mr. E. 
Gee as vice. The chairman, after a few remarks on the affairs of the society, — 
proposed the toast, ‘*The Hulme Crown Anglers,’’? which was responded to 
by Mr. H. Phillips. Messrs. Taylor and Shelmerdine set the ball rolling by 
singing the duet, ‘‘ [know a Bank ’’; Mr. Phillips, *‘ The Old Brigade” ; 
Mr. Bleasdale, ‘‘ Blue eye’d Nelly ’’; Mr. C. Fitton (the only unsuccessful 
prize winner present), the toast ‘* Success tothe Prize Winners,’’ which was 
responded to by the host (who is also treasurer and winner of second prize), 
who exhorted the members to persevere and get nearer the top of the list. Mr. 
Ashworth sang. ‘* The Jolly Waggoner’’?; Mr. Thomas, ‘‘ Three: Loafing 
Fisherman ”?; Mr. Hampson, ‘ Can’t stand a Cur at my Heels’’; Mr.. Bury, 
‘* J Will Stand by my Friend ’”’ ; Mr. Mole, ‘‘ Roger O’Mally ”’ ; Mr, Taylor, 
‘t Sailing’’?; Mr. Harris, “The Old Oak in the Garden at Home”’ ; Mr. 
Shelmerdine, ‘‘ Tell me, Mary, howto Woo Thee’’; Mr. Bailey, ‘‘ Poor Old 
Joe’? ; and Mr. Bleasdale, ‘‘A Single Life.’’ It would be difficult to select 
any of the singers for special praise where all was so good, but we must 
except Mr, Harris. His rendering of *‘ The Old Oak,’’ was quite a perform- 
ance. We do not know whether it was composed sfecially for him, but he 
really does it more than justice, and we were only sorry that time did not 
allow of an encore. The chairman proposed the health of the ‘‘ Host amc 
Hostess,’’ and coupled with it a vote of thanks for the manner in which the 
excellent dinner had been put upon the table, though, as he said, the manner in 
which the members had moved it off again ought to sufficiently thank him. 
After a brief reply from tie host, the evening was brought to a conclusion! by 


-* 
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IZAAC WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

In my last I told you I expected to repert-of some heavy baskets being 
weighed in this week, but they did not reach my expectation, being only about 
twelve brace of grayling; the baskets were fairly good in other kinds, such as 
dace (good), roach, chub and perch. The secretary contributed a very fine con- 
ditioned female pike weighing 13}lbs., acknowledged by all who saw it to be 
in the primest of condition, which I found, after the operations of a skilful cook, 
to be a decided fact. The rain has prevented any further operations this week, 
as the rivers have overflowed their banks considerably ; so, for the present, we 
shall have to rest and be thankful. I see a correspondent of yours, under the 
name of Gwynne, in reporting the Lugg and Arrow, speaks of the great catches 
of grayling, &c., in the nets. I do not know whether your correspondent con- 
siders it legitimate sport or not; but I thiak if your correspondent, instead of 
advertising the great catches by such means, would raise his pen condemnatory 
of such unsportsmanlike practices, he would be more likely to get the thanks of 
all true anglers. Some large baskets of fish being brought to Worcester some 
few weeks back, supposed to come from the same locality, caused some com- 
rent to be made respecting it in a local paper, which seemed to touch a very 
tender chord of the owners of these heavy baskets, and caused a little paper 
war—but not of long duration, as at the second round the editor gave such a 
home thrust that the Silver Hook had to give way and cry ‘‘ Enough.”’ I think 
any person using a pen ought in duty bound to write down any person who 
would lend himself to such unsportsmanlike ‘‘ poaching,’’—the term is not too 
strong, for angling you cannot call it —PIscATor. 

NORTH WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the evening of the 4th, being the last of the half-year, the following 
members weighed in jack :—Messrs. Wynne, North, Plumptcn, sen., and C, 
Plumpton. Mr. Plumpton had a nice jack from the Welsh Harp on Tuesday. 
The half-yearly supper takes place on the 22nd inst., when the distribution of 
prizes will take place.—W. HILLtgg, sec. 


PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

In the perch competition, Mr. Huggett showed 9 lb. 12 oz. of perch, largest 
rib., from Sonning. and wonthe first prize of £3 3s.; and Mr. Wheatstone’s prize 
of £1 Is, for the largest fish; Mr. Shipway, one fish, 11 0z., Maidenhead, and 
won the 2nd prize of £2 2s. ; both gentlemen had good bags of fish much above 
the Thames standard, but not up to the 8 oz. limit. Mr. H. B. Brown, one 


_ jack, 3 lb. 4 oz., (Datchet), and several perch. The committee in view of the 


poer shows made for the various competitions from the Thames, are considering 
the advisability of throwing them open to all waters which are fishabie by a 
daily payment. Mr Wheeldon, in his usual happy manner gave his experiences 
of a week's fishing in the river Erne, in Scotland, and was awarded a cordial 
vote of thanks. A unanimous vote of condolence was passed to the Friendly 
Anglers on the death of their esteemed treasurer, Mr. Paine, and the hon. sec, 
was desired to convey the same to them, and inscribe both resolutions on the 
minutes. The first smoking concert of the season will be held on Monday, the 
12th instant, at 8.30 p.m., when visitors will receive a hearty welcome.—J. L. 





RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Wednesday last the attendance of members was again 
very Jarge, the business announced being the discussion of the proposed new 
half-tidal lock below Richmond Bridge. There were present: Mr. F. C. 
Clench, Chairman ; Mr. Dickinson, Vice-Chairman; Mr. Terrill, Treasurer ; 
Mr. Sale, Librarian; Mr. Gaynor, Curator; Messrs. Field, H. S. Giles, 
G. Eydemann, J. P.’ Houghton, G. H. Hester, A. J. Little, J. Plant 
I, J. Hayward, C. J. Turner, W. Johnson, N. Taman, E. V. Powell, G. W. 
Hearder, R. East, T. E. Dwelly, W. Cockburn, H. Lucas, I’. E. Scantlebury, 
John Cockbura, J. M. Marjason, F. W. Perkins, R. Downs, W. Purkiss, &c., 
&c. Honorary member, Mr. W. H. Broughams. Referring te ths lock ques- 
tion, it was stated that Mr. Abernethy entered most cordially into the proposal, 
and the Richmond Vestry were very sanguine of success. Mr, Lucas said a 
lock, in the opinion of the majority, was most desirable, and would doubtless 
make Richmond, what it very properly should be, the Brighton of the Thames, 
What now appeared at low water was a most disgusting scene, saying nothing 
of the unhealthy and impure gases that arose from the mud banks, &c. Mr. 
A. J. Little said anglers need have nothing to fear from the proposed lock, as 
the benefit would be great. If they suffered from the loss of dace with the fly, 


_ they would be repaid by good chub, as all shallows would be covered, and the 


spawn less liable to be washed off the lows and destroyed. Messrs. Powell, 
Dickinson, and others, having spoken as to the advantages gained 
by the lock, the following resolution was moved and _ seconded; 
“That in the interest of Anglers generally it is desirable that a 
half-tidal lock be constructed below Richmond Bridge, and that other angling 
societies be asked to co-operate, and a copy of the resolution be forwarded to 
Lord Kilmory.”? Inthe match between Messrs. Marjason and Little, the first 
named won by 1 Ib. 9 oz. A very handsome pike was presented to the society 
by Mr. Craboshaw, ana was at once handed to the curator, Mr. Gaynor, for 
preservation, The fish was in very bad condition, but weighed, when taken, 

21 lb. 7 0z. It was taken close to Ashford Station, with a live bait, and 
killed in twenty minutes, his captor being, I am informed, but 17 years of age. 
The Chairman next announced their old friend, and member of their society, 
Mr. Alfred Nuthall, had been elected to the post of Mayor of Kingston, 
and proposed a vote of congratulation be forwarded him, which was unani« 
mously carried, Mr. Little stated that 5000 flounders were placed last Satur- 
day above Teddington lock, and it was possible next season some good flounder 
fishing might be expected. The Vice-Chairman noted that his son had taken 
one last week weighing 12 0z., with rod and line. Mr, Shelby stated he had 
also taken a very fine one with a live bait, a most remarkable coincidence. 
Mr, Lucas gave a very interesting account of his experience in the Usk, 
Flounder fishing, and stated what seemed to surprise some fishermen, “that 
entirely white or piebald fish were looked upon in those parts as 
diseased, or out of condition, and returned to the water. The same gentleman 
stated that as the Coracle was to be fished for on Wednesday next, he would 
also offer, as third prize, a pair of waders, for heaviest gross weight of roach 
and dace. A cordial vote of thanks for this prize concluded the business of the 
evening.—J. H. GARNET, sec. 

RODNEY PISCATORIALS: : 

Several of our members paid Mr. Plummer another visit on the 4th. Messrs. 
Pyne, Dodd, and Grant managed to get some roach, dace, perch, and 
gudgeon. Mr. Arnaby tried a spot near Ponder’s End; he succeeded in getting 
some gudgeon and roach. On the 7th, it was decided that the next com- 
petition takes place on the 18th, at Esher, for the following prizes :—Ist, a 
lamp, given by Mr, Dodd; 2nd, 2 lbs. of tea &c.; 3rd, bottle of spirits ; 
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4th, six tins of lobster, The where and how we shall fish for our worthy 
host !and hostess’s second and third donation will be brought on for dis- 
cussion on Wednesday next.—PIxIz. 


SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A grand concert will take place at the Shakespeare’s Head, Wych Street, 
Strand, on Saturday, November 17, at eight o’clock, for the benefit of J. 
Skinner, of the Silver Trout Angling Club, who has recently lost his wife, 
when the following artistes have kindly volunteered their services :—Harry 
Burkill, amateur champion variety artiste; W. Skinner, concertina; J. Brett 
and H. Champ, negro sketch; J. Lamb, moandoline; H. Frice, banjoist ; J. 
Duffy, the Masher; pianist, J. C. Heather. Chairman, Tommy Watson ; 
vice, Harry Brigden. 


SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Nov. 7 there was a good meeting, and plenty of business transacted, over 
thirty members being present, with about the same number of friends. Several 
resolutions were passed, with a firm determination to carry them out. All mem. 
bers are respectfully requested to attend our next meeting, Nov. 14, for trans- 
action of important business. §.L.V. night, first Monday in December, 
when it is hoped one and all will attend. A good weight of fish during the 
week.—T. H. H. WusTOn, sec. 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

T have great pleasure in announcing that the North Western Railway Com- 
pany have again generously added to our list of stations to which anglers’ 
tickets are available. Leighton.—This is a great acquisition, as it is within two 
minutes walk of the boundary of the the water lately rented by the Fisheries 
Society, from Cheddington Bridge to Leighton Bridge.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

UNITED LONDON FISHERIES SOCIETY. 

I beg to inform you, an important meeting of the full committee will be held 
on Monday, 12th of November, when I trust you will attend. Chair will be 
taken at 9 p.m. prompt.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 

WALTONIANS. 

Noy. 4th, ajack each was weighed in by Messrs. Packman and Rushbrook, 
2 lb. and 3 lb. 6 oz. respectively. Small shows of roach and dace were also 
weighed in by Messrs Phillips, Malcom, Brady, and Morgan.—A. J. 
MARRIOTT. 

WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening, 
November 6th, Mr. Buttery being voted to the chair in the absence of Mr. 
Evans. It was a pleasure to see the several cases of preserved fish back to 
their old quarters from the Fisheries Exhibition, which were, on Monday even- 
ing, with the valuable assistance of Messrs. Adeane, Dawes, and Thompson, 
tastefully arranged in the room of the society, for which purpose the walls have 
recently been re-decorated. The secretary read out the fish that had been 
taken since the last meeting, which included, among others, a dace of 13 0z., 
by Mr. Hersant; also bream, by Mr, Buttery, the three largest 9 lb. 5 oz.— 
Hy) Es 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our C orrespondents. } 
THE AWARDS. 

S1r,—TI shall be much obliged if you will kindly publish the inclosed letters. 
I think it only fair that the public should know how very unjustly the awards 
have been given. 

I wish for the sake of the London trade that there had been a few more men 
like Mr, Kelson on the Jury. Things would then have been very different. Mr. 
Kelson is a first-rate fisherman, and knows good articles when he sees them. 
He has been working very hard in trying to defend our rights. I only hope he 
will come come forward and tell the public all he saw and heard. 

Tf this matter is not set right, I for one shall never exhibit again.—I am, 
&c., ; H. BERNARD, 

5, Church Place, Piccadilly, London, Nov. 7. 


[Copy. 
F To G. M. Kelson. 
; October 16, 1883. 

I and my friend, Mr. ———, heard you explaining to the Jurors why you 
should send in a minority report, and the chairman replied ‘ that he would 
see Birkbeck and tell him not to receive it, and that any such report from you 
should be rejected.”’ 

I wrote these words down at the time. May I ask you to tell me in writing 
whether they are true or not? Also say what steps you have taken under these 
extraordinary circumstances, and whether you intend to explain to the Presi- 
dent at the Fisheries why some of the salmon rods were better than others ? 

It was evident to the hundreds of spectators that each of the salmon casts 
you made on the lake were absolutely perfect with some of the rods. ‘* The 
Champion of America,’ whom your chairman happened to send in order to 
corroborate his opinions and demonstrations, supported your views from 
beginning to end, and candidly admitted, to the evident satisfaction of all, that 
you made some of the casts better and knew more about it than he did. ~ 

. . , MayI state what I have written in the morning papersP . . . 

[Cory.] 
From G. M, Kelson. 
October 16, 1883. 

Iam sorry to receive your letter. I cannot very well give you any informa- 
tion as to what my brother Jurors said or did. 

Ihave worked very hard and done all I can possibly think of to prevent the 
London trade being ruined by offering a few practical remarks in a report I 
haye sent in, and I included the matter you refer to about the rods. 

I said as little as I could, and only what I considered sufficient to show why 
T could not concur with the Jury. I think there zzs¢ be further inquiry, what- 
ever the influence may be against it. Please decide for yourself what you 
should send to the newspapers; but I do not forget that my position is rather 
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a delicate one, and therefore it would be most difficult for me to give several 
explanations of what transpired, as the whole country ‘‘ would be up in 
arms.”’ 





GREAT INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 

Str,—With much interest I waded through the lengthy list of awards 
recently published in order to see what recognition was made by the Jurors to 
the only paper exclusively devoted to angling, angling subjects, and fish culture 
in this countty, and to my surprise and indignation I find the FisHivG 
GAZETTE conspicuous by its absence. 

For the satisfaction of the public I contend the names of these learned 
judges should be made known, so they may be honoured and respected here- 
after by the great angling fraternity in this and other countries. : 

We have always looked upon your journal as the recognised champion of all 
matters in relation to inland fish and fishing subjects, and your friends were 
delighted wher we found you had been solicited to take part in the Exhibition, 
and your case of books found admission therein. We naturally conjec ured 
the least the Jurors would have awarced the GAZETTE was a silver medal, as 
at Berlin and Norwich; but to the disgust of your readers we find no acknow- 
ledgment whatever is made to you. 

IfI mistake not, Mr. Editor, the ‘British Fisheries Directory’? is also 
published at your office, and was exhibited at South Kensington by you, and 
this valuable work, together with others on angling and angling literature, is 
passed by unnoticed. 

On the other hand, Mr. Editor, we hear of instances where Jurors have kindly 
awarded themselves gold medals, being exhibitors in the classes they were in- 
vited to judge in. Is this, I ask, consistent with English ideas of rectitude and 
impartialtty ? 

I think we havea right to demand a thoroughly disinterested committee of 
inquiry as to the manner these Jurors throughout have conducted the important 
business delegated to their charge. 

I am quite sure the public would willingly have overlooked a few errors in 
judgment ; but we are unfortunately hearing every day fresh cases of the 
grossest blunders, that appear to us outsiders past comprehension. One instance 
I heard was a gold medal being awarded toa man for goods that he never 


exhibited and never traded in.—I am, &c., 
DISGUST. 





THE ‘“FISHERIES' AWARDS. 

S1r,—Public interest has already been arrested to some extent by the more 
or less explicit and detailed accounts of the manner in which awards have been 
doled out at South Kensington, but the revelations of a brief analysis of those 
awards have not as yet been placed before our readers, The official report ‘* of the 
awards proves that, amongst the seven exhibitors from the North, no less than 
eleven gold medals are distributed ; whilst amongst fifty-four English and eight 
Irish, five highest awards are given.’? One Scotch house only fails to get one 
or more gold awards, and in this instance two silver and three bronze are the 
equivalents. No gold award goes to Ireland. A solitary silver, with a couple 
of prizes, are parcelled out to the Sister Isle (a case of Boycotting with a ven- 
geance). Turning to the fifty-four cases of English exhibitors, we find that 
four only are labelled first class. The fifty remaining are put back as manipu- 
Jators of inferior goods—at least, so say Jury No. 12, whose verdict is endorsed 
by the Executive. 

It is contended that not a single juror serving on the above jury is conversant 
with the principle of English trout-fishing. Be this so or no, ‘nota single 
gold medal has been awarded the reproductions of natural insects,’’ so indis- 
pensavle to the south-country fly-fisher. This is an eloquent fact, that explains 
a good deal in connection with the awards in this court. 

The highest branch of scientific fishing is thus vetoed by the ignorance and 
stark privilege so vividly manifest here. Even in the prize essays, the Northern 
competitors are in the majority, they being favoured in eleven cases out of a 
total of fifteen. 

It is quite reasonable to suppose that the wide scope ahd vast proportions of 
the various courts tended in no minute degree to the financial and general 
success of the Exhibition just cl.sed. The exhibitors are responsible, there- 
fore, to this extent for the gratifying results attained. It is equally reasonable 
to expect that these contributors to an international display should have been 
at least spared the ignominy of being turned out bodily (voluntarily, or, in the 
alternative, violently) from the'r own court on the eve of the closing ceremony. 
Had this display of petty snobbish officialism been inflicted before the opening 
rather than at the closing ceremony, the issue might have proved serious. 

In conclesion, we would add that our unshaken reliance upon ‘ merit’? and 
“yeputation ’’—which are the highest credentials demanded by the keenly dis- 
criminating press and public—will be manifest in the ensuing future, as it has 
been in the past.-I am, &c., D, and W. H. Fosrrr. 

Ashbourn, 


ee 


INLAND FISHERIES. 

Sm,—Being an exhibitor at the Fisheries Exhibition, allow me to say a few 
words in reference to Mr. Kelson’s report of Rods and Tackle, and also to the 
awards. 

The Council of Presidents ‘‘ regret that they are unable to find sufficient 
reason for altering the awards of the Jury.’”? This is the reply to the protest 
from the Exhibitors’ solicitor, Mr. George Holden, 43, Lincoln’s Inn. 


That this glorious exhibition has been a success in many ways every one | 


admits, and no one disputes ; but there are grave reasons why some further in- 
vestigation must be made in the Inland. 

Mr. Kelson concluded his report by stating, ‘¢I feel it my bounden duty to 
say that were the recommendations contained in the chairman’s report carried 
out in their intregrity, the fishing-tackle trade of this country would, in my 
opinion, receive a blow hardly to be remedied and never to be forgotten,”? 

I beg to go further than this now, for I plainly see, as matters stand, that the 
Metropolitan trade is absolutely ruined. 

(1) Because of the incompetency of the Jury. 

(2) Because the Council of Presidents confirm the opinions of some of them, 
and ‘‘regret”’ they are unable to find any sufficient reason from Mr. 
Holden to alterthe awards. MayTI ask did they —let me speak plainly 
—did the Duke of Edinburgh, as one of these presidents, and asa prac- 
tical fisherman, read what Mr. Kelson, after his long experience in 
making them, says of salmon lines? 

Why was the medal for salmon rods given in direct opposition to the result 

of the trials and demonstrations ? 

If there is any credence to be placed in correspondents to several journals, or 





if I may state what all the exhibitors say that Mr Kelson was the only practical 
Juror, and that (vide his report) ove of his recommendations were included in 


the report from the chairman, surely this is getting pretty close to the ‘‘ reason ”” 
which the presidents regret they are unable to find. 
Again, ought not the Council of Presidents to know the accusation against 


449 exhibitors, ‘‘ which influenced the decisions on the merits of the various A 


works’? ? We cannot blame them if they are not in possession of all the facts. 
And why was it that an ‘ Exhibitor, recognised to be the leading metropolitan 
manufacturer,’’ ‘‘damaged his chance.’’ And this too, after his unrewarded 
salmon rod bad done the best work on the lake, and proved itself to demon- 
stration to be capable of making all the various salmon casts. One exhibitor, 
Mr. Court, never hada single note taken of his case by the Jurors; he was 
never therefore considered at all in any of their figures of merit. What does Mr 
Kelson say of this exhibit? was this included in one of his ‘ recommenda- 
tions ’’? 

Another exhibitor was actually promised a reward, but his name does not 
appear in the list. The Continental trade are. busy, of course, now that the 
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awards are published, and knowing next to nothing about it, they naturally — 


follow the medals in giving their orders—one reason why the London trade is 
ruined, It is, indeed, an error for it to go forth all over the world that imita- 
tion American lines are the best for salmon fishing. 

I do not know the intentions of Mr, Holden, and what step he will take now; 


butit seems to me that a general meeting should be called to see what further 


information can be obtained to strengthen this ‘‘reason,’? which possibly the 
Council of Presidents would be glad to avail themselves of in diverting ths 
national calamity.—I am, &c., 

‘Jock ScorrT.”’ 





TEMPSFORD AND BLUNHAM. 


S1r,—Your correspondent A.R.H., in his Jetter under the heading ‘ Blun-— 


ham,”’ states that the fishing within a mile ofthe Tempsford end of Mr. Elliot’s 
is free, and leads his readers to suppose that it is so for miles beyond ; hay~ 
ing lately been in the neighbourhood, I made inquiries, and was led to believe 
that this was an error. This uncertainty would deter many anglers from visit- 
ing these waters. It would, therefore, be a kind y act on the part of anyone 
acquainted with that portion of the river to set this matter at rest, asI take it 
for granted that no angler would like to make such a long journey with the 
risk of being turned away or summoned. 

Allow me to thank A.R.H., through your columns, for many very pleasant 
days I have spent on the banks of the Ouse, in consequence of reading his* 
graphic papers on ‘* Bream Fishing in Bedfordshire,’’ which appeared in your 
journal about May, 1879. To such writers the majority of town anglers owe 
much gratitude, as it would be next to impossible for them to discover these 
places in the limited time at their disposal, nor would they know in what 
direction to turn their thoughts when arranging a fresh expedition. 

The wishes expressed by Mr. A. J. Marriott, relative to the issue of day 
tickets for the Blunham Fishery, I notice by your excellent paper, have been 
realised, and also his desire to see Sunday fishing granted, which is now, I 
believe, allowed in the Ouse, but not in the Ivel. Any recommendation made 
to Mr. Elliott about cheaper season tickets for non-residents, I have no doubt 
wou d be carefully considered by him.—I am, &c. S.J. W. 





WHAT ARE ANGLERS'’ RIGHTS? 

Srr,—TI shall esteem it a favour if you will permit me, through the medium 
of your columns, to explain to the public generally, and to anglers in particular, 
how important it is that steps should at once be taken to endeavour to obtain 
by appeal to a higher court a reversal of th2 judgment in the case or Hudson z. 
Macrae, wherein Justice Blackburn laid it down that Hudson was unlawfully 
and wilfully committing a larceny of fish, although in his own conscience h2 
was acting within his full right. 

In the case of Adie and myself against Lord de la Warr, heard last week 
at the East Grinstead County Court, Judge Martineau was compelled, oa 
account of this precedent, to give judgment in favour of Lord de la Warr; 
c nsequently, as the matter now stands, it is unsafe for any man to fish in any 
non-tidal water unless he be the freeholder of the land by or through which 
the said water runs, or by so doing he incurs a risk of being summoned before 
a Justice of the Peace, and fined any sum not exceeding £5, or if the free- 
holder by himself or his agents prefers, his tickle and rods may be seized anI 
confiscated. 

The only means an angler has to safeguard his purse and fishing tackle before 
fishing in any water is to obtain access to every deed, mortgage, and convey- 
ance connected therewith, and to employ a solicitor to prepare an abstract of 
title, showing whether or not the person who gave the angler leave to fish had 
a legal power so to do. 

Else it may happen that A., the freeholder, gives or sells to B., the angler, 
leave to angle; meantime A. mortgages his right to C., B. angles ; C. steps in 
and takes B.’s tackle; or, A. letsto D, giving to D. aright, D. gives or sells 
leave to B., the angler, meantime A. mortgages. D, and B. know nothing of this, 
and thus B.’s tackle and pocket are again at the mercy of C., the mortgagee. 
Thus cases might be given ad infinitum, Still, B.’s money and tackle are never 
safe till this judgment is reversed. 

Not one angler in athousand is now or has been safe since the case of 
Hudson v. Macrae was settled in 1863. 

It is in the power of the Thames Conservancy, the Grand Junction, the 
Regent’s, and every other canal company in the kingdom, the navigation boards 
of every river—and, in fact, of thousands of owners of waters in England, Scot- 
land, Ireland, and Wales—at any moment to swoop down and summons or 


seize the tackle of the thousands of anglers who, innocently fishing in their own — 


conscience, are yet, according to Justice Blackburn, unlawfully and wilfully 
committing a larceny of fish, or, in plain Engiish, are mean thieves. : 

Up to the present, I have fought this case solely at my own expense ; but T 
am unable to tind more means to that end which I feel sure all rightminded 
men desire to attain. 

I have, however, given notice of appeal, and I trust that all who take an in- 
terest in angling will come forward and subscribe their mite towards a final 
settlement of this question.—I am, &c., =. W. HANCOCK, © 

79. Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Oct. 29. 





COLOUR OF FEATHERS. 

Str,—I take this subject to be one of great importance, and if the colours 
or shades could be once established we should have no difficulty in setting at 
rest a doubt about flies. I often see a fly taken from Cutcliffe’s}book; but when 
one knows his colours how strange a fly the copy looks, and often a difficul‘y 
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arises as to which is right. One man can only supply one colour, and he uses 
that, and the fly becomes another colour after having been copied five or six 
times. Ifa colour be established and settled, a fly would be always the same. 
I am aware colour is often lost in fowls, but somewhere it can be found. I 
myself have found this difficulty in getting a cock’s backle to match fox and 
hare’s fur combined, but I search about and breed, and often succeed. ‘The 
breed must be game and the colour right. The most killing fly is called the 
rusty blue, and I fear not fifty birds would be found to come up to colour, and 
through Devon, this, as I suppose in all rapid streams, would be a sure killer. 
Why should the necessary articles, and most valuable, be lost? I have often 
offered my eggs for sale, and shall do so next year ; but when birds cost so 
much, I am bound to offer them at a price which would repay one for the 
trouble, and should you, sir, devise a plan or appoint a few gentlemen to decide 
upon the colour, then this and future generations would receive a benefit. 

I am often puzzled to find out what bloa, dun, andbrown are. I mention 
these as they are to be found in Stoddart, Renolds, and Wade (a good book 
out of print, I am told, called ‘‘ Rod-fishing in Clear Waters’’) ; and a beginner 
taking up these works often wonders whatis meant. I see my letter on 
‘« Cutcliffe’s ” flies arouses the Redditch people. I leave those letters to 
answer at some future time, when my hands are too cold to tie flies. Would 
they believe I can tie twodozen an hour without vice or pliers ?—Iam, &c., 

Barnstaple. J. Rowe. 





MACHINE-MADE FLIES. 

Sirn,—Seeing some correspondence regarding machine-made flies, I beg 
leave to enclose for your inspection some wings tied by a machine _ By this aid 
the amateur fly-tier can, as soon as he overcomes the slight difficulty of the 
body and hack'e, place on the wings as neatly as the most experienced pro- 
fessional. 

I intended to have shown this in the Exhibition, but having shown Jury 
No. 12 my pike scale flies, and having failed to get the slightest notice taken of 
them, I am glad I refrained from doing so. 1 may mention that for many 
years I have been a professional angler, and have had a great number of English 
anglers through my hands, who used nothing but English flies, and I must say 
that I never found better small flies than those made by first<class English 
makers, and am quite surprised how all the principal prizes came to Scotland. 
Certainly such makers as Malloch (Perth). Anderson (Edinburgh), and Forrest 
(Kelso) make first-class goods ; but I feel satisfied with my want of success 
when ‘such namesas Farlow (Strand, London), Foster (Ashbourn), and Cox 
(Winchester) have been almost forgotten by Jury No. 12.—Lam, &c., 


James Macnex. 
Bohally, Pitlochry, N.B., Nov. 6. 


KNOITING HAIR CASTS, &c. 

Sim,—For the information of ‘‘ J. J. B.,”” I beg to inform him the knots for 
shair are made just the same as ingut. Both gut and hair require to be well 
soaked in tepid water before pulling tight. Hair requires more softening in 
water: Cold water will do, only it requires more time to soften. No whip- 
ping is necessary. I inclose a knot prepared for soaking. and one tightened 
after soaking. If I have not been sufficiently clear I will try again.—I am, 
&e., W. T. HABDERN. 

Sutton, Macclesfield, Nov. 6. 





ANNEALED WIRE SPINNING TRACES. 

Sim,—I expect Messrs. Bartlett’s correspondent must want the ‘f annealed 
copper wire snoods with swivels,’’ which are made by C. and R. Brooks, 
Stonehouse. These are used for trailing for pollock, &c., and for sea-fishing 
purposes are superior to gimp. I have never known them used in freshwater 
fishing, but see no reason why they should not be. I inclose a piece of the 
wire.—I am, &c.,, E. GOSLING. 

Budleigh, Salterton, Nov. 5. 


GROUND BAITING. 

Str,—Some few weeks ago I had some carp and tench fishing, and had 
extraordinarily good luck by using ‘ Spratt’s Meal,’’ made up in a mash with 
stale bread, and it may assist some of my fellow-anglers to meet with similar 
success by adopting the same plan ; and, with the hope that it may, I impart 
_ the fact. I shall be happy to explain fully to anyone wanting fuller details. 

—I am, &c., J. ALFRED KELLEY. 

1, Linden Vale, Exeter. 

P.S.— Spratt’s Meal”? can be had in 7 1b. bags, coarse, medium, or fine in 
quality. 





PERCH AS LIVE-BAIT FOR PIKE. 

S1r,—In my letter to you on ‘‘ Fishing in Torcross Ley’’ I quite forgot to 
mention that all my live-baiting was done with perch, with the back fin intact. 
The rudd are few and far between, so the pike have to eat the perch or starve. 
Possibly in this case they are educated up to it. With his back fin off, the perch 
is not nearly as lively as he is with it on; and the surgical operation causes 
him to die very quickly.—I am, &c., E. T. SACHS. 

(The Piscatorial Society). 





PAPERS SUGGESTED BY THE FISHERIES 
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION. 


By ‘‘ CREEL.” 


How little do we know respecting the habits of fish? With the 
beasts of the field and the fowls of the air we are as familiar as loving 
cousins. But the nature—that is, the intimate nature—of fish, as 
they inhabit a closer and denser atmosphere, is shut out to us, . What 
the mental outpourings of the International Fisheries Exhibition may 
do for us is yet in the womb of time. But before we can enter profit- 
ably upon any path of research, we ought at least to be prepared fcr 
the difficulties we may have to encounter, and knowing that we may 
clear away many an obstacle to our progress, let us, then, apply 
ourselves to the solution at least of one or more of those mysteries 
which surround the arrangement, structure, and uses of the air- 
bladder of fish, It is somewhat a censure upon our boasted progress 





in natural history that, notwithstanding the many plausible explana- 
tions of the respiration of fish, it still remains a difficulty, which the 
philosopher appears to pass by on the other side rather than to meet. 
The question 1s simply this: What is done with the air in the bladder ? 
We are told by those who have more closely approached the question 
that, besides the air-bladder, there appears no receptacle for it, which 
air-bladder or swim, they tell us, in their opinion, is only to enable 
the fish to rise or sink at pleasure, and not to answer any vital 
purpose, 

Now, the air-bladder is a vessel placed in the bodies of all spinous 
or bony fish, though not in the cartilaginous or cetaceous kind, situated 
towards the back of the fish, opening to the jaw or guJlet, and com- 
posed of one, two, or three divisions. It is thought that the animal 
possesses at will the power of contracting or distending this bladder, 
and, thereby rendering itself specifically lighter or heavier than water, 
enables it to rise to the surface or sink in the depths. That such is 
the intent is thus manifested:—A carp being placed by Professor 
Hull in an air-pump, and the air exhausted, the fish soon swelled to 
such a degree that its eyes projected from its head, and the air- 
bladder bursts by its expansion. The carp continued to live on being 
thrown into water, but was unable afterwards to return to the top. 
The same result follows by any puncture, however slight, of the 
bladder, provided the air escapes, and then the fish, thus deprived of 
its ballast (shall we say, aquatic balloon ?); crawls upon the bottom, 
assisted by its pectoral and ventral fins, and becomes destined to asso- 
ciate with such denizens of the water as crabs, crayfish, lobsters, 
&c., which possess no air- bladder. 

Here, then, is a fruitful and suggestive source for enquiry. Why 
not experiment upon all surface-loving fish, and compare their appli- 
ances with the barbel and other grovellers of the deep? Inthis way 
many seeming contradictions might be reconciled, and the entangle- 
ment of one dilemma would lead to the removal of kinks in another, 
until truth would be reeled off free from knots. 

But, for a while, we will return to that difficult question of the uses 
of the air-bladder in fish. Why, it is as great a puzzle at the present 
day as it was centuries ago, and assumes as Sphinx-like an aspect as 
does the use of the spleen in man! 

I will not burden this paper with the hundred and one solutions 
which ancient philosophers have advanced, all ‘‘ wriggling into life 
but to die in the attempt to combat common sense.” One fact 
is agreed upon—that this vesicle does not merelyserve for the purpose 
of varying the specific gravity of the fish, but for some purpose neces- 
sary to lite, and that they serve other intentions in the animal economy 
besides that of the raising or depressing the movement of the fish, 
The argument which most nearly approaches conclusiveness is, that 
all the cartilaginous kind of fish have no air-bladder, and yet they can 
visit the surface of the water or sink to the bottom without any diffi- 
culty. Those who have examined the anatomical structure of the 
bream, and noticed how comparatively small is this vesicle, may yet 
be aware that there are no more frolicsome fish than bream when they 
are technically termed “‘ priming’’—in a word, playing every con- 
ceivable game, anixture of country dance and leap-frog, just at the 
break of dawn, a sort of aquatic ‘‘won’t go home till morning ”’ dis~ 
play ofexuberant existence. There are those who instance the eel as 
an animal which, in the absence of an air-bladder, cannot rise to the 
surface. This, however, requires qualification. The eel can rise to 
the surface when it desires, and there isa season when it assumes all 
the conditions and habits of its fly-taking congeners. 

Although we have various valuable lucubrations respecting the air- 
bladder of fish, our knowledge thereon not being so far advanced as 
the present condition of science should warrant, more attention is 
demanded to this and kindred subjects, in order that it may keep pace 
with other departments and details of natural history. To expect 
such valuable aid from fishermen is probably out of the question : they 
are satisfied with the general form of the exterior of the fish with 
which they come in contact and deal, but as for their knowledge, 
much less intimacy, with the interior of fish they know little or 
nothing, and are proverbially ignorant. 

Amongst those who have devoted minds adapted to such 
ends was one Dr. Munro, and that philosopher left many suggestive, 
but not conclusive, facts, which, strange to say, have remained where 
they were thrown, like pearls upon the dunghill. This thoughtful 
savant writes :—‘* It has long been known in the flat fish there is no 
swimming bladder, andin a few long-shaped fish, as in the mackerel, 
he has also found it wanting.”” Now here ananomaly presents itself 
at once, as mackerel are as much a surface fish during a greater part 
of the year as dace or grayling. Wilcox, in his ‘‘Sea Fisherman,” 
writes:—‘* By rowing to windward of the shoal of the mackerel and 
casting the flies with the rod as for trout, mackerel are also caught, 
Not unfrequently, using two flies, you will take a pollock on one anda 
mackerel on the other.” And the author of the ‘‘ Wild Sports of the 
West,” endorses this. ‘There is not,” he says, ‘‘ on sea or river 
(always excepting salmon fishing) any sport comparable to this 
delightful amusement.” 

It was to he regretted, therefore, that amongst the premiums offered 
for essays by the International Fisheries. Exhibition there were not a 
series of prizes so arranged that the various portions of the anatomy 
of fish should remuneratively engage the attention of those willing to 
apply their thoughts to the subject. We have plenty of generalities : 
what we humbly deem is desirable is something which would make us 
more intimately acquainted with the detail of the structure of fish— 
backbones, fins, mouths, gills, &c. Why, for instance, is one fish 
almost one compact mass of small bones, and another almost free of 
them? Why should the dorsal fin of one fish be placed nearer to the 
head than that of another? or the tail be more or less forked, from 
that of a swallow, until it assumes the shape of the spreader ofa 
garden water-pot ? 
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IRISH FISHING NOTES, 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Dublin, Nov. 7, 1883. 

ANGLING notes on this side of St. George’s Channel are as nearly nzZ 
as possible, the salmon season having closed with the exception of 
three or four unimportant streams in the West, which, strangely 
enough, within the past week have given to private rods some of the 
weightiest results of the year. I see it stated to-day that in the 
London market the South of Ireland netted £575,000 for salmon 
during the year; the West, £484,000; and the North, including, of 
course, Ballyshannon and other famous parts of Donegal, £384,000. 
When I say the London market, I do not mean that all these fish, re- 
presenting a value of considerably over a million of pounds, went to 
the metropolis, the fact being that Liverpool, Manchester, and other 
big English cities carried off fair proportions of them, 

Poaching on [Irish rivers has been less indulged in than formerly, 
and as a consequence fish have been captured in splendid condition. 
I saw one a week ago from Tralee district weighing 40 lb., and was 
assured that that was a fair specimen of the fish taken in that part of 
Kerry. 

I want to be practical, and for that purpose would like to go back 
to a previous letter of mine as to the establishment of curing 
stations in Ireland. We have none at present, and, depend uponié, 
there is a fortune to be made by any enterprising Englishman or 
company who may attempt this work. It seems to me that of our- 
selves we can do nothing. ‘The Irish public never stop to consider 
the importance of this subject as a factor in the food supply of the 
Empire, Ifthey did they would be considerably amazed to find that 
many hundreds of thousands of pounds sterling are annually paid by 
this country to Great Britain in exchange for cured fish caught in our 
own waters. Itis really lamentable to find the apathy everywhere 
existing in Ireland on industrial subjects closely affecting our pro- 
sperity, and in no respect is this so shockingly apparent as in the 
matter of establishing the necessary stations for the cure of fish with 
which the ocean so liberally supplies us. Indeed, so far as I can 
ascertain, there is not within the confines of the island a solitary house 
devoted to that branch of the great fishery business. I would like to 
bring this subject of curing stations prominently before the attention 
of English capitalists, more especially as the winter fishing season 
will shortly commence, as its development would prove of the greatest 
possible cdvantage to the industrious coast population, as well as 
most remunerative to those conducting it. Such a movement would 
give us at a bound an industry worth a million pounds sterling per 
annum, besides adding immensely to our national food resources. 
Nothing is more common than to hear that Scottish success in this 
respect is entirely owing to the State-fostering they receive in the 
matter of the Government brand; but to my mind this is pure, un- 
diluted nonsense, the honest truth being that in this respect, as in so 
many others, we refuse to assist ourselves. I have seen a computa- 
tion that sixty statiolts could be worked at great profit round the Irish 
coast; and it occurs to me that such a movement as this would bea 
more patriotic, as well as a more profitable, one on the part of Eng- 
lishmen than investing in doubtful securities in Turkey, Egypt, or 
Central America. Our deep-sea fisheries sadly need development, 
and without British energy and capital it is quite idle to hope to see 
this accomplished. 

Prices of fish are withoutalterationhere. Hake is 3d., cod 5d. perlb. ; 
haddock, 8d. to 1s. each: whiting, 2s. per dozen; oysters, Is, to 
2s, per dozen ; lobsters, 1s. to Is. 6d. each. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 
By L. B. 

THE usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial Angling Clubs was held at the Portman Arms, 
Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening, October 19th. 
The chair was occupied by Mr. Beckett; Mr. Murphy facing him in 
the vice; Mr. L. Bonvoisin officiating as secretary pro tem. 

_ After the reading and confirming the minutes of the previous meet- 
ing and reading of the correspondence by the secretary, a new 
angling society was proposed and duly elected, viz., the Independen 
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Jovials, White Cross Row, Richmond, Surrey; secretary, Mr. William 
Olive, 3, White Cross Row. | ig 

A long and animated discussion took place ve ‘‘ The Rights of — 
Fishing on Heigham Sounds, and similar places in Norfolk and 
Suffolk.” a 

The attention of the Association having been called to the subject 
by the delegates from the Stanley Angling Society, who were instructed 
by their society to that effect, it was finally proposed by Mr. Adlane 
seconded by Mr. Hobden, ‘‘ That the secretary place himself in coms 
munication with the secretary of the Great Yarmouth Piscatorials, 
with a view of ascertaining on what ground there is reason to believe 
the decision of the local magistrates in the recent test case respecting 
fishing rights on Heiyyham Sounds will be reversed upon the appeal, 
as contemplated, to the higher Court”—the resolution being unani- 
mously carried, 

The question of night angling from the bank of the Thames was 
next discussed, and some very blunt things were said of the Con- 
servators. A proposition ‘‘ That the secretary write, asking the Con-— 
servators for an expression of opinion as to its being legal to angle — 
from the banks after sunset and before sunrise, indeed, at any time of 
the night during the legal angling season,’ only secured four votes ; 
whilst an amendment by Mr. Adlane, seconded by Mr. Crumplen, 
““That no communication be made to the Conservators, but that 
anglers, relying upon the common-sense reading of the 7 
by-laws, angle at any time during the open season,” secured twenty-— 
two votes. \ 

It was next resolvéd, upon a proposition by Mr. Field, seconded by 
Mr. Thorling, ‘‘That the secretary apply to the authorities of the Great 
Western Railway Company for an extension of the railway privilege — 
to Slough and Langley, as being the stations nearest to the portion 
of the Grand Junction Canal recently leased by the Fisheries Society.” 

Upon the roll being called by the secretary pro tem., it was found 
that the following societies were represented :—Anglers’ Pride, Acton 
and Ealing, City of London, Cambridge Friendly, Duke of Norfolk, 
Golden Barbel, Good Intent, Grafton, Gresham, Hammersmith Club, — 
Hammersmith United, Hampstead, Knights of Knightsbridge, Mary- — 
lebone, North-Western, Prince of Wales, Queen’s, Rodney, St. John’s, — 
South London, Stanley, United Brothers, Waltonians, Westbourne — 
Park Piscatorials, Wellington, and Independent Jovials; from the 
United London Anglers’ Central Committee, Messrs. Ghurney and © 
Metcalfe. J 

Several other matters were touched upon, but in each case wereg 
referred to the working committee for further investigation. A hearty 
vote of thanks to the chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary pro tem, 
















brought the meeting to a close at a comparatively early hour, 
I thank Mr. Woolfail for the specimen fish sent by parcels post, 
which reached me quite safely. They have been examined very closely — 
by several well-known anglers, who have failed to find any particular — 
in which they differ from the common dace. I have, however, — 
sent them on, with an explanatory letter, to Dr. Albert Giinther, — 
at the Natural History Museum, South Kensington; and I have nol 
doubt that from this gentleman, who is admittedly the highest autho- 
1ity on such questions, we shall get an expression of opinion reallyil 
worth having, and which, -eing based on scientific grounds, should - 
finally dispose of the question as to graining and dace being one and 
the same fish or entirely distinct species. I trust Mr, Woolfall will 
not consider me too remiss in not acknowledging the receipt of the — 
specimens earlier, but I was from home when they arrived, and haye ~ 
been very busy ever since, oe 
On Monday evening, the sth inst., the usual monthly meeting of — 
the United London Anglers’ Central Committee took place at the 
Bald-faced Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, Mr. S, Morgan presiding. 
Some important business was transacted, much of it relating to, 
Walton’s beloved Lea. Three gentlemen were likewise elected to 
audit the committee’s accounts, viz, Messrs, Metcalfe, Chambers, 
and Gray; the officers’ salaries were also voted. Upon the roll being 
called, it was found twenty societies were represented; the river Lea 
bailiffs being represented by Messrs. Hugh Williams and Clark; the 
West Central Association, by Messrs. Copeland, Field, Bonvoisio, ~ 
and Starr. The usual vote of thanks to the chairman brought the 
meeting to a close. a 
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A QUIET CHAT ABOUT GRAYLING. 


“By Limpus.” 


Bea other day I was rather a long way from home, and as is 
the traveller’s wont. sometimes, I dropped into a quiet- 
looking country hostelry I met with in my way. It was evening, 
and I was whiling away a short interval ere a train came up to 
the adjoining station to take me on. I have said this hostelry 
was a quiet one ; it was scarcely so to-day. It was busy. I was 
only a casual dropper-in, so as a well-mannered man I looked 
about me, dropped quietly down in a vacant chair, and listened 
with just a trifle of curiosity to what was going on. I was 
evidently among fishers. It was in a fishy country; it was 
evidently on a fishing occasion, and as it turned out it was just 
after a great fishing event. The where, why, and what of it 
makes no matter. 
I was among fishers I could easily see ; anglers I could scarcely 
say they were, for in their boisterous laughter and jolly bearing 
there was a roughness scarcely associable with fish and fishing ; 
still, most of them had angles, most had creels—or what stood in 
the place of creels, huge awkward-looking baskets, square, and 
full of corners—but few indeed had fish. The absence of fish 
could scarcely be their fault, for they talked’ freely of fish and 
fishing, of tackle and baits, and evidently knew something of 
what they were talking. Tench, bream, pike, perch, roach were 
criticised, and fish history and habits were as freely talked of as 
if angling had been their avocation for years. Perhaps it had. 
There were some thirty to forty in the room, and they seemed 
conversing in groups—telling angling tales around the little 
tables, and washing down their extravagancies' with good old 
English beer. Axknot just in front of me drew my attention 
naturally. Five or six were sitting together, and among them, 
but not of them, one sat who was evidently something of another 
sort. Part horse-dealer, part farmer, he seemed a rather roughish 
or brusque individual who could talk on any subject—a com- 
_ mercial, perhaps, in the artificial manure or machine line, who 
had evidently travelled. The men around him were talking of 
sport—good, of coutse—and my friend, the commercial, was as 
full of exploits as was possible, or as the best of them: He had 
done a deal of angling in his time, for he told several tales, 
generally about big fish that he had landed. At last, as if to cap 
the basket, he began to tell about some grand sport he once had 
down in the north of Yorkshire. It was on an occasion when he 
had been spending some time in the neighbourhood of the great 
_tacehorse stables of Middleham and Richmond. Perhaps if the 
truth were known he knew more of horses than fish. However, 
after going on a little time about sport and the beauties of the 
district, he broke out rather demonstratively : with, ‘*Greeling’s 
the fish to angle for, I can tell you... Trout» isn’t in it,” he added, 
“when the greeling comes. ‘They bite like the very devil—take 
the fly, you know, give you no end of play—and then when you 
get ’em, ain’t they delicious!” Hesmacked his lips as he finished 
his observation as if he really tasted it, and took a good drink to 
- wash it down. x4 . 
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“Greeling ?”” said one of the listeners, ‘‘ what’s that?” I 
fancy he scarcely understood what our friend meant. 

‘‘ Well,” says he, ‘it’s a fish they have down in Yorkshire, 
about Richmond and there. It’s in the rivers like a trout, you 
know; they think a bit of it, and if you should want a good day’s 
sport let me recommend you a bit of greeling-fishing,” 

““Greeling—greeling ?”’ said he’ who had just queried the 
name; ‘‘ never heard of it.” 

“Why, it’s like a trout,” says another. 

“Ah!” said a third, ‘‘there’s plenty on ’em i’ Darbyshire ; but 
I ain’t seen one.” 

““What’s it like?” asked a fourth. 
What’s the bait ?” 

‘‘ How big is he ?”’ put in another almost at the same moment. 

“About the size of a trout,” answers our friend, the commercial, 
who was not to be stumped with questions like these; ‘and as to 
bait, well, I was trying worm, and they took them fast enough ; 
and one of my friends was doing the fly, and they took flies as 
fast as he could: pull them out. We hada basket, I can tell you, 
and no mistake.” 

The bell at the little station rang just then. There was arush. 
Time was up. All, or nearly all, seemed going my way, and we 
trooped out, leaving our voluble friend, the commercial, behind 
us 


“T ha’ heer’d on ’em. 


We crowded about the little platform for places. I was terribly 
hustled by these anything but gentle anglers, and particularly 
inconvenienced by those many-cornered baskets. | However, 
following on the heels of one I managed to escape the rest, and 
in a little interval I found it convenient to slip down into a pretty 
comfortable seat beside the owner of this uncomfortable-looking 
chattel now slipped under the seat. 

He was one of those I had noticed taking all in that our friend, 
the commercial, had said. We recognised each other mutually, 
and, as is usual withall classes on the rail; we were fast friends 
at once. It is astonishing how this travelling by rail breaks 
down the old conventionalities about introductions and the 
differentials of stations. My friend with the basket was a hale 
feilow well met, and so we fell into an earnest talk as the train 
rattled along. 

Our friend, the commercial, soon came up, as well as his 
“ greeling.”? 

“It is astonishing,” said I, ‘‘ how very little people seem to 
know about these grayling.” 

‘So they do,” says he, ‘and I am sorry to say I am nearly as 
bad. I’ve been an angler these thirty years, yet never angled for 
them. Nor have I ever seen one. I have read about them, and 
heard people talk oftthem sometimes, and about what good sport 
they afford ; but tc tell the truth I have never yet found the man 
that could tell me more about them than I have read, and that is 
very little, I can tell you.” 

“You surprise me,” said I, ‘‘and we are going into a grayling 
country. There are plenty in some of our rivers. They afford 
good sport, and as our friend over yonder said they ure good 
eating.” 

‘Yes, I have always understood them to be grand fish both for 
eating and sport. I have read a lot about them, though there’s 
not much to read, and 1 have heard about them.. But to tell the 
truth, I believe little that I hear about them, and think about 
half of what Ihave read has been written by men who, by their 
writing, seem to have known no more about the fish than I do. 
They have heard a good deal, perhaps, and written what they 
heard instead of what they have seen.’ 

‘‘Well, that maybe so in some cases,” said I; * but it is 
scarcely likely that Walton and Cotton, for instance, would write 
anything but what they knew. And, as for the great naturalists, 
well, some of them have studied nature most minutely. Look at 
Couch, and Frank Buckland, and men of that school—they have 
spent days, and months, and years in observation, and wrote of 
what they saw!” I thought I could safely make this latter 
remark. 

‘‘T don’t know,” said my friend; ‘they are not always to be 
relied upon. It is not to be expected that they wrote nothing 
but of what they saw, or found out for themselves all they wanted 
to know; and, therefore, what they didn’t see and find out them- 
selves, they must/have taken on the faith of others. And I suppose 
others did the same. As to Walton, he said several things about 
grayling, of whielfothers have said the opposite. For instance, 
he said, I can recollect: ‘He grows not to the bigness of a trout, 
for the biggest of them do not usually exceed 18 inches!’ That, 
you know, means a 1 Jb. fish,’or a little more; and. I am able to 
show you that they grow to 3 lb. or 41b. in some of our rivers. 
Mr. Fennell tells us in one of his gossiping books that, in the 
Test, in Hampshire, some years ago, one was taken 4 1b., oe 
another, he says, was killed at Shrewsbury which weighed 5 lb.! 
Those would be getting on for 30 inches, I’ll warrant you. 
“ Yes,” said I, ‘‘but you'll admit there are freaks of nature in 
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fish as well as animals. The general run, you know, is about 1 lb. 
There may be giants in even these days.” 

“True,” says he, “but it’s not in size only that he makes a 
mistake. Walton says, ‘He will bite both at the minnow, or 
worm, or fly’; whilst by others we are told he won’t look ata 
live bait.” 

“Yes; but this is a disputed point even among those who fish 
for the grayling at the present time. Some say he will take a 
minnow even now; but I don’t know anybody who has proved it. 
Walton says, ‘ He bites not often at the minnow, but is very game- 
some at the fly’ f: : 

“Hold,” says my friend; ‘that reminds me Cotton says he is 
one of the deadest-hearted fishes in the world!’ You don’t call 
that gamesome, anyhow?” 

“Well, as to that, Cotton is wrong, I have no doubt, and 
Walton is right; and, as to the minnow, well, I fancy Walton is 
wrong and somebody else is right. If you want to catch a 
erayling, well, don’t try a minnow ; try almost any other trout 
bait—fly, worm, or grub—and you will succeed, but don’t try a 
minnow.” 

‘ Again,” says my friend, ‘Sir John Hawkins, who, you know, 
tried to put poor old Walton right long after he was dead and 
buried, says, ‘The grayling is found in great plenty in many 
rivers in the North,’—which is quite correct as far as it goes, but 
then he adds, ‘particularly in the Hnmber!’ Whoever would 
think of grayling in the Humber? The tide flows up it very 
considerably, and it is, therefore, salt and brackish. Salt enough 
sometimes! Sir Humphrey Davy, who has written a good deal 
about grayling, says that he has proved they won’t live even in 
brackish water,” 5 

“Yes,” I put in, “that is all right; we know they won't live in 
salt water here. But there are evidently grayling and grayling. 
Some sorts of grayling will live in the sea, but ours will not. 
Some, also, like the salmon, migrate from salt to fresh and back 
again; but ours do not do that either. They are in a river, and, 
if you let them alone, there they will stick.” 

‘‘How do you know they live in salt water or fresh, as you 
say?” queries my friend. ‘TI tell you plainly, I don’t be- 
lieve it.” 

“ All right,” says I; “have you been to Norway, or Sweden, 
or Lapland? Nilsson, the Northern naturalist, says the grayling 
is one of the commonest of the Scandinavian fishes, and we 
know now it is the principal fish of the country, and may be 
found almost anywhere in Sweden and Norway; and grayling 
are plentiful from Uleaborg to Tornea, in Lapland. Nearly all 
the Scandinavian rivers swarm with them; and I have read that 
the natives of these far-off countries use the entrails of the 
grayling instead of rennet for the purpose of making cheese from 
the milk they get from the reindeer,”’ 

‘Really, I never heard of that before,” interjects ‘my friend, 
adding, ‘‘ well, what does Nilsson say ?” 

“He says they are to be met with ‘in the North Sea, Cattegat, and 
Baltic, from which they come up into some of the rivers and lakes,’ 
—which is, I suspect, true, because they are met with almost every- 
where—‘and, in Lapland,’ he says, ‘they are taken in the high 
fell lakes even so large as to weigh $1b. or glb.’ Giants, again, 
you see. Now, you don’t think these can be the same graylings 
as ours? Then, again, he says they commonly weigh about 2 lb. 
in the Baltic, with a length of 18 inches; and afterwards adds, 
‘Some of the Swedish fishes remain in the fresh water all the 
year round, and some are found in the Baltic all the year round.’ 
These fish, he says, spawn at different times, ranging from 
October to December.” 

“‘ Well, from what you say, I should take it that there are 
grayling and grayling. I cannot see that these are the same fish 
as ours. And among them there must be more than one species. 
If they run up the rivers like the salmon, they are different from 
ours; and, I take it, if they were not allowed to migrate, they 
would die. Then, if they live in salt water continuously, they 
are different from ours; and, I take it, they would die if they got 
permanently into fresh. And, on the other hand, change them 
from salt to fresh, and they die, as Sir Humphrey Davy says. 
Then, again, if they spawn from October to December, they are 
not like ours, for they are in their best condition at that time. 
That, to my mind, shows difference of species; and, therefore, if 
what Nilsson says is correct, they are a different grayling to ours.” 

‘“That reminds me,” said I, ‘‘we have beén-mentioning Sir 
Humphrey Davy. He says (I believe that he has proved) that 
our grayling will not bear even a brackish water without dying. 
And yet Ihave seen him quoted as an authority that, they w7l/ 
live in salt water. I don’t know that Sir Humphrey said certain 
things at one time and repudiated them afterwards, and so brought 
ie mistake about; but he is brought up as evidence by both 
sides. 


“Strange,” said my friend, ruminating a trifle over this curious 
act, 











“Strange—yes,” says 1; ‘but let us returnto Walton. In one 
of his conversations he speaks of grayling asa fish that ‘lurks close 
all the winter, but is very pleasant and jolly after mid-April, and 
in May, and in the hot months.’ My experience is that he is most 
jolly, as he calls it, when the cold weather comes on; but in mid- — 
April and May he may be well what Cotton describes him, ‘the 
deadest-hearted fish in the world’; it is then, if at any time, that 
he ‘lurks close.’ You can scarcely see anything of him in the 
spring, for then it is he lies close—something like the barbel, 
almost as dead as a stone.” ; 

‘Well, as I have said before,” remarked my friend, “‘manya 
one has heard a good deal about grayling, and many of the writers ~ 
on them must have heard a good deal more than they have seen, — 
and have written that which they have heard instead of what they 
have seen. It’s the old tale over again.” ! 

“T quite agree with you,” saidI. ‘No fish has been more 
basely misrepresented, and no fish is more worthy of our kindly 
consideration. It is really a very remarkable fish, and very pecu-_ 
liar. I wish we knew more about grayling and grayling fishing 
than we do, forthen we should not go mad over salmon and 
trout fora few weeks and then put up our rods for the remainder — 
of the year with the regret that the season and the sport was over. 
The grayling is woefully neglected. Salmon, and trout, and char, 
and other branches of the salmon family have had special laws 
passed for them, and so have pike, and barbel, and eels. So far 
back as Queen Elizabeth’s days these fish have been protected by 
special statute, though now, so far as the latter are concerned, the 
laws have been relaxed, except as regards a close time. The Acts 
of Parliament I refer to specially designed the protection of small 
or young fish ; but not a word can I find until recent years that. 
affected grayling. It is.extraordinary, but it is really so, I quite 
believe.” 

‘Yes, but grayling and trout are associated in most of the 
essays On fishing from Walton downwards.” - 

‘Just so. We have been taught,” said I, “‘to regard them as 
similar fish in all respects; yet the one had protection and the 
other had not. Believing them to be similar, we have caught 
them when we have caught trout, and left them alone when we 
have left trout alone. In that way we have failed to catch them: 
at their best. We have set them down as inferior, because out of 
season really we have found them soft and lank and out of condi- 
tion, and failed to touch them when they were capable of doing 
ample justice to their cook. The gtayling, to my mind, is some- 
thing like tne grouse. He has a flavour peculiarly his own, just 
as the grouse has,and he can give sport with the angle quite as 
high in character with others as the grouse affords in comparison 
with other feathered game. A connoisseur of game, you know, 
would not give a fig for the grouse when the heather is out of 
bloom, because it is then that he smells of it and tastes of it quite 
at his best. In the same way a connoisseur of fish won’t give a 
fig for a grayling unless the water thyme is on him. In season 
grayling taste of this water thyme very much in the same way as 
the grouse do of heather in their season, and for these peculiari- 
ties they have been esteemed—the one is most highly so now, 
and deservedly ; the other is neglected now, and most unde- 
servedly. Iam not so much surprised though, because if you 
don’t catch them when they are ripe, as you would a peach or a 
cherry, you cannot know what they are like ; and you see we have 
been taught to let them alone because we thought them like the 
trout.” f 
‘“‘ You seem very enthusiastic over them,” said my friend, as i 


listened more intently to my comparison. 

“No doubt Iam enthusiastic,” I answered, ‘‘and I claim th 
cause to be a good one. Nineteen out of every twenty who call 
themselves anglers don’t know whata grayling in season really is, 
nor what he is like either for his sport or as a dainty. My candid” 
opinion is if they did they would beas eager to be after them as our 
knights of the trigger are nowadays to be after the grouse. Iti 
novelty that takes—novelty in dress, in food, even in sport, Th 
grayling’ gives you, from an epicurean point of view, quite a 
novelty—such a novelty, in fact, you cannot find in any other fish, 
just as the grouse does a novelty which you cannot find in any 
other bird or fowl. From a sporting point of view the compari- 
son would be in favour of the grayling were it extended to any 
other fish, not excepting the lordly salmon. For these reasons, 
were its peculiarities more fully known, people would crave for 
the grayling as they do for rare game. Talk of salmon and trout, 
they wouldn’t be init. They are nice, and sportive, and all that, 
just as geese and turkeys at Christmas are, or as fowls are com= 
pared with grouse: but then, as I have said before, they are 
nothing where grayling comes.” © 4 

‘‘ Well, I must say you are right,”. said he of the basket, and 
he began to pull it out of its lair as the whistle echoed the signal 
that our journey was over. ‘“Ishould very much like to know 
more of the grayling from your point of view,” he added. — 
must confess I have not thought much of them till now, though 
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I knew, as our commercial friend remarked, they were nice 
eating. 

“So should I from yours,” said I, “for it strikes me, you 
know a_ good deal about the grayling, after all. Going my 
way?” I added, as he turned round with me, after we had 
emerged from the station. 

It was not far, though, but far enough for me to ask him to 
my hotel the next night for another chat; and with your permis- 
sion, Mr. Editor, I will tell you next week what that was in 
detail. All Ican say now is that it chiefly concerned monks and 
the ancients. 

[Shave the monks and hang the ancients! Let us have some 
practical notes on the grayling, and our readers will thank you. 
It is simply wonderful how greedy they are for practical infor- 


mation—but ‘‘ monks and ancients! ’—in detail, too !—Ep. | 
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STANDARD COLOURS. 


EFERRING to the letter touching this subject from your 

correspondent last week, permit me to say that these colours 

will be for salmon and grilse flies only. It would be an elaborate 

undertaking, and, indeed, beyond me, to include trout flies, as 

these are dressed to imitate natural insects, almost every variety 

of which differs more or less in certain localities, except perhaps 
the cow-dung and the house-fly. 

I hope to be able to submit these named standard colours 
(which will refer to all the materials) to the public and the trade 
before deciding upon them ; and in order to facilitate this, would 
you allow samples to remain at your office for this purpose, 
notice being previously given in your journal, as an example ? 

The following impromptu pattern will eventually be identically 
dressed by any manufacturer :— 


Pelee EDITOR, 
(A new salmon fly.) 


TaG.—Silver twist and light yellow floss-silk. 

TaIL.—Toncan, gallina, and powdered blue macaw. 

ButTT,—Black herl. 

Bopy.—(To first turn of tinsel.) Dark yellow floss-silk and equal 
divisions of crimson majenta, blue, dark claret, and black seal’s 


fur. 

HACKLE.—Dark yellow and very light blue, half of one of each 
(together) from the seal’s fur. 

RIBBED.—Silver tinsel. 

THROAT.—Jay. 

WINGS.—Mixed in single fibres, powdered blue macaw, teal, bus- 
tard, golden pheasant’s tail, and peacock; swan-dyed olive, 
yellow and crimson, two strips (over) brown mottled turkey with 
white tips. 

SIDES.—Summer duck. 

CHEEKS.—Blue chatterers, 

HoRNS.—Blue macaw. Golden pheasant topping over. 

HEAD.—Black herl. 





May be dressed light and fine for Ireland; large and well picked 
out for Scotland; small, heavy wings, but flat, for Wales. ; 


Gro. M. KEtLson. 


[We shall be glad to show the samples as suggested by Mr. 
Kelson, and have the pleasure to announce that we have arranged 
with him to publish in’ the GazeTrTe illustrated descriptions 


_ of the various ways of casting a salmon fly, also the dressings of 


some new salmon and grilse flies.—Eb. | 





NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


LITERATURE OF SEA AND RIVER-FISHING.* 


Ovz of the most interesting of the many interesting handbooks 
_ published in connection with the Great International Fisheries 


Exhibition is that which has just appeared under the above title, 


_ written by Mr. J. J. Manley, M.A., author of ‘‘ Notes on Fish and 


Fishing,” &c. To deal satisfactorily in a shilling handbook with 


a subject of such wide extent as the literature of sea and river- 


fishing is no easy matter ; but Mr. Manley has certainly succeeded 
admirably, and evidently has spared no pains or trouble—if we 
may use such words respecting work done so evidently con amore 
—to produce a worthy addition to that literature which is the 
‘subject of his labours. , 

__ As by far the greater portion of this volume is devoted to the 





* “Titerature of Sea and River-Fishing.’? By J, J. Manley, M.A. Pub- 
lished for the Great International Fisheries Exhibition by William Clowes and 
Sons, Limited, 13, Charing Cross, S. W. 
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literature of angling, we shall best give our readers an idea of its 
nature by transcribing the table of contents, and all who have 


.any higher interest in the art than the actual practice of it will see 


that it must contain much that, while certainly of general in- 
terest, will prove especially attractive to anglers, and the very 


| popular price places it easily within the reach of the humblest 


member of the humblest angling club. 

Chapter I. is on the Bibliography of Fishing Literature—Cata- 
logues, Libraries, &c.—Authors on the Bibliography of 
Fishing. 

Chapter II.—Authors on Sea and River-Fishing, &c., before the 
Introduction of Printing into England (1474 a.p.) 

Chapter III.—Authors on Sea and River-Fishing, from 1474 to 
the time of Izaak Walton (1653.) 

Chapter IV.—Izaak Walton—His Literary Contemporaries and 
Successors to the end of 17th Century. 

Chapters V. and VI.— Authors on Fish and Fishing in 18th and 
19th centuries. 

Chapter VII.—The English poets on Fishing. 

Chapter VII.—The Periodical Literature of Sea and River Fish- 
ing, Newspapers, Reviews, Magazines, Books on Sea Fishing 
Ichthyology, and Pisciculture. The Literary “Outcome ” of 
the Fisheries Exhibition. 

These chapters occupy more than 150 pages; indeed this is by 
far the largest of the numerous literary progeny of the Exhibition, 
and Mr. Manley has adopted the very excellent plan of giving 
copious extracts from some of the more noted works, and various 
critical opinions respecting them. Mr. Manley may be said to 
have placed within the reach of every angler who can read, a very 
compact and clear bird’s-eye view of the history of angling 
literature. In the first chapter we get a description of some 
famous angling libraries, catalogues of works on angling, and notes 
on angling writers. The ancients, and references to 
what they have left us referring to the subject, with translations 
of Greek and Latin piscatorial verse, come next. The beautiful 
Dame Juliana Berners and her Treatyse of Fyshynge are excel- 
lently described, then Leonard Mascall (1590), Samuel Gardiner 
(1606), John Dennys, author of the notable ‘‘ Secrets” (1613), Ger- 
voise Markham (1613), Barker’s ‘Art of Angling” (1651), Izaak 
Walton (1653), andall the rest of the noble army of angling 
writers are discussed at length, or referred to as far as space 
would permit. The chapter devoted to extracts from English 
poets who have written on fishing is one of the most interesting 
in the work. We wish we had space to quote from this chapter 
on the poetry of the art, but must content ourselves with 
cordially recommending Mr. Manley’s pleasant and_ instruc- 
tive work to the intimate acquaintance of our readers— 
better entertainment for an ‘“‘angler’s evening” it would be 
difficult to find. 








A SUMMARY OF THE NEW PATENT ACT, 1883.* 


Qe energetic contemporary, Lgineering, has re-published 

for Mr. W. Lloyd Wise his articles on the New Patent 
Act, which have appeared in Lginecring. This summary will be 
found most valuable to all who are interested in inventions of any 
kind, and there can be no doubt inventive genius in this country 
will receive very great encouragement from the New Patent 
Laws. At present, to invent a good thing generally means ruin 
to the inventor, from the enormous charges he is put to to protect 
his invention. The new Act will make it possible fora poor man 
to reap the benefit of his talent. Mr. Wise points out many im- 
perfections in the new Act; but, in spite of these, Mr. Chamber- 
lain is to be congratulated on the success of his attempt to reduce 
the tax on brains. 





GUISE’S SEPARATE HOOK CASE. 


ESSRS. GUISE AND SONS, fishing-tackle makers, Red- 
ditch, have sent usa sample of the above little novelty. It 
consists of a neat case, with parchment pockets arranged to hold 
a dozen single flies or hooks, andthe shape of the case prevents 
their being crushed. It will go into the waistcoat pocket, and 
costs about 3d., wethink. Both fly and float anglers will find it 
very useful. 





‘¢ Heath's Fern Portfolio ’’ is the general title of a series of life-size repro- 
duction of fernsin which the author of ‘The Fern World ”’ will give, what 
has never before been attempted, namely absolute fac-similes, in form, colour, 
and venation, of these beautiful plants, together with letterpress descriptions 
on the same plates. Mr. Heath’s new serial will be published monthly by 
Messrs. Sampson Low, Marston, and Co. 





* Published at the office of Zngineering, 35, Bedford Street, Strand, 
Price 6d, 
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THAMES ANGLING PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 


THE annual meeting took take place in the Society’s Rooms, 7, Tron- 
monger Lane, on Tuesday last, Mr. Thomas Spreckley in the chair. 
The Secretary (Mr, W. H. Brougham) read the following report, which 
was adopted. ; : 

In presenting the Forty-fifth Annual Report of the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, your committee consider the present year has 
been one of great importance in the fishing world through the success 
of the Great Intenational Fisheries Exhibition, believing as they do 
the result will give increased value and character to their work. 

It is somewhat remarkable that in the audited accounts the actual 
receipts. of the past year appear as only twopence in excess of the 
previous one ; but the total amount of receipts would have been very 
much larger if some heavy subscriptions which were then due had 
been paid before the closing of the financial year instead of shortly 
afterwards. The amount would then have been raised from 
£383 8s. 6d. to £423 1s. 6d. Owing to unavoidable circumstances, 
the annual dinner didnot take place last year, or the total would have 
been still further ‘increased by donations and new subscriptions. 
There has beena falling off in the number of Angling Clubs sub- 
scribing to the Society—out of a list of twenty-three only fourteen 
have responded to applications made for renewals. The removals 
and deaths of old subscribers have somewhat weakened the 
general Subscription List, but it is hoped during the present 
year their places will be filled up with new ones. Through the 
praiseworthy exertions of Mr, P. Geen and Mr. R. B., Marston, the 
sum of £47 12s. has been raised to meet the netting expenses of that 
and previous years, and the thanks of the members are due to those 
gentlemen for the assistance so willingly and ably rendered. The 
advertisements in the ‘‘ Blue Book” are becoming an increased 
source of revenue. With some additional exertions this last year the 
amount due for what appeared is £26 5s. when allhas been received. 

The portion of river which has been most frequented by poachers 
below Kingston, and including the Tidal Waters, has never before 
been under such efficient protection, and there is every reason to 
believe that during the most difficult period poaching has been 
thoroughly and completely checked. The appointment of Alfred 
Thompson as Head River Keeper, and to reside at Twickenham—the 
centre of the difficult portion—has proved to have been a satisfactory 
arrangement, and this has been made more fully complete by the 
selection of an assistant to the Head River Keeper to reside at 
Kingston, andthe purchase of a boat for their use, and acting in 
thorough unison with the Conservancy Keepers. 1n addition to these 
men, the following members of your committee hold deputations to 
act as River Keepers, and have been ready to co-operate with them 
as occasion has required :—Mr. Alfred Nuthall, of Kingston ; Mr, A. 
J. Little, of Twickenham ; Mr. John Wotton, of Isleworth; Mr. F. 
C. Clench, of Mortlake; and Mr. P. Geen, of Barnes. Your pre- 
sident, Mr. Thomas Spreckley, also holds a deputation, and has 
assisted both by night and by day in the protection and preservation 
of the fishery. Your Committee feel that this information will be 
considered satisfactory by the members whose representatives they 
are in the matter of Thames Preservation. 

The convictions have been numerous, and some of them of an im- 
portant character—one especially, where about five bushels of un- 
sizeable fish were found in two of the boats belonging to one of the 
netsmen, and for which the defendant was fined £2, and an additional 
5s. for having no name in his boat. Another. useful conviction was 
obtained for the possession of 150 very small flounders by one of the 
netsmen, and the detection of the offence occurred in an examination 
of the punts of the netsmen by your president, In this case, the 
defendant, who pleaded guilty, and it being his first offence, was 
fined ros. and costs. In both these cases the fish were all alive, and 
after taking afew of each to be produced as evidence, the remainder 
were carefully returned back again to the river. The other convictions 
were principally for snatching and taking fish out of season; and 
there would have been another for the possession, not only-of small 
fish, but of an unseasonable and unsizeable trout in an examination 
of the takes of fish by your president at Sunbury. The offender not 
only gave a false name and address, but stated that he was an 
honorary member of an angling club, which, upon inquiry, also 
proved false. Your Committee cannot too strongly deprecate the 
practice of giving false names and addresses, as it has never been 
their desire to make the law oppressive, and in cases where a dis- 
covery has been made of the offender the magistrates have never 
failed to impose additional fines to mark their disapproval of such a 
proceeding, 

Your Committee are thankful to report that after a work and labour 
of three years they have at length succeeded in obtaining a revision 
of the old Thames By-laws, and the substitution of a thoroughly new 
code adapted for both the lower and upper portions of the river. 
There can be no doubt the new By-laws contain some valuable and 
important alterations which have been suggested by your Committee, 
and during the last twelve months, in conjunction with the Upper 
Thames associations, the Central associations, and the angling 
clubs of London and the suburbs, through a conference which was 
held at the Cannon Street. Hotel, on the I5th of August last year. 
When the Conservators published their proposed new By-laws it was 
found that the most important of the alterations decided upon ‘so 
unanimously at the Conference had not been accepted by them; and 
it at once became desirable to call a meeting of the Committee ap- 
pointed by that Conference, as there appeared no other alternative 
than to go before the Privy Council by means ofa petition. At the 
meeting so called it was decided to pursue such a course, and after 
several meetings a form of petition was adopted as representing all 
the preservation societies, the central associations, and all the 
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angling clubs of London and the suburbs. A printed tabulated form, 
which had been carefully prepared by your president, showing at o 
glance (1) the By-laws objected to, (2) the objections or alteratio 
proposed, and (3) the reasons for making those objections, was co 
sidered so complete it was agreed it should form the body of 

petitions, and several printed copies of the tabulated form shou 
be sent with it. This was accordingly done, and there was very litt 
delay with the Privy Council in considering the petition, as 
new By-laws were sent back to the Conservators with the obj 
tions made by the Conference Committee. Previous to the mee 
of the Board to consider the objections, an application was mad 
a sufficient number of the tabulated forms for each member to posse 
a copy, and when the meeting took place the Conservators, on ~ 
perusal, found no difficulty in agreeing, with one exception, to t 
suggestions that were made; and the By-laws, being again sent | 
the Privy Council with the necessary alterations, very soon recei 
the approval of her Majesty in Council. Your Committee feel 
thanks of the members and of all Thames anglers are due to thi 
President for the time, labour, money, and thought he has employ 
in bringing matters to so satisfactory a result, There may be some — 
little contentions in the working of some of these By-laws, but your 
Committee are satisfied that all will come right in the end, an 
Conservators will be found ready to alter or repeal any portion th 
may have been proved unsatisfactory in the common interests of the ~ 
fishery. ‘ , vce 

Your Committee, since their last report was issued, have netted 
another reservoir belonging to the Chelsea Waterwarks, and tz 
oneand a halfton weight of fish out of it, which were placed into 
portion of river directly opposite to the reservoirs. There can be 
doubt as to there being a large increase of all kinds of fish in the r 
and special reference may be made to the trout which have 
caught in unusually large quantities. In one week alone, no fe 
than eighteen trout, from 2 1b. to 141b., were taken betwen King 
and Chertsey, and that irrespective of any others that did not coi 
to the knowledge of the river-keepers. It is beyond a questi 
doubt such a result is entirely due to the prohibition -of night 
obtained by your Committee, and which they substantially proved 
were destructive to large numbers of that particular fish. Your Presi- | 
dent has succeeded in catching a nice lake trout of 4}1b., w 
without doubt, had been hatched inthe apparatus belonging to Mr, 
Forbes at Chertsey, and raised in the rearing pond at Sunbury. a 

Although your Committee have taken no important part in 
Great International Fisheries Exhibition of 1883, which was first ve 
lated by Mr. Edward Birkbeck, M.P., at their annual dinner in 1 
the society has been represented on the Committee by their P 
dent, and other members oftheir body have taken part in the official 
arrangements of the Exhibition. Your Committee rejoice very mu 
at the immense amount of success it has received, and tke re 
must be regarded as a great proof of the popular position fishing 
obtained in all parts of the world. 

Your Committee cannot conclude their report without again pr 
ing their claims on all anglers who fish their portion of the Thame 
and they feel assured from what has been recently done in lar 
increasing the stock of good fish in the river, in the amount of vigi 
ance now used in the protection and preservation of the fishery, a 
in obtaining a revision of the old By-laws and the substitution 
others of a more valuable character, they will rally round th 
society, and accord to your Committee that large measure of sup 
which they feel from their past efforts they are so well entitle 
receive. : 

The retiring auditor and members of the Committee were re-elec 
and the meeting terminated with a cordial vote of thanks to 
chairman. he. 
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THE PROPOSED LOCK. AND WEIR AT RICHMOND 
On Monday an influential deputation, introduced by Sir Henry P 
M.P., waited upon the Thames Conservancy Board, to urgi 
advisability of constructing a new lock and weir below Richm 
The Earl of Kilmorey, chairman of the committee appoint 
recent public meeting in support of the movement, acted as spo 
man. Having explained the evils which result from the present 
state of the river, his lordship submitted a report and plans prep 
by Mr. Abernethy, C.E., for the formation of a half-tidal loc 
weir. This» would, at a cost of about £35,000, remedy the e 
nuisance, and supply sufficient water to cover the mud banks, 
have of late years at low water become more and more an inco 
ence and an eyesore. . After some conversation, the chairmar 
Conservators, Admiral Sir F. Nicholson, promised that Mr 
nethy’s scheme should be carefully examined and fairly con 
Meanwhile, the committee of residents who have the matter it 
have taken the precaution of ordering the statutory notices 
given of a bill to be introduced next session -for the authori 
the suggested works. In the Richmond district keen interé 
in the result. aed 
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TROUT IN IRELAND.—A writer in the Irish Sportsman remarks ¢ 
possible that fishing can continue good in Ireland? Recently, unde 
eyes of the police, some seven superb trout were openly for sale in a win 
Nenagh, but not a gaff mark was to be found on the side or hook hol 
The larg: 
nine pounds odd, the smallest five and one-half pounds. The tails v 
broken, and the sides_ marked with the meshes of the net...-The po 
them and - , but I’ll write no further. What between Board of | 
salmon passes (?), net poachers, links and Peelers, angling must go as a0 
snipe—be drained and summer-shot—out of dear old Ireland. * ; 
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“TESTIMONIAL TO*MR.) JeoPesWHEELDON. 

Ar the committee meeting at Ashley’s Hotel, Covent Garden, on 
Monday evening last, it was decided to close the list of subscriptions 
on Friday, the 30th of November. In the unavoidable absence of Mr. 
Thomas Spreckley, the chair was occupied by Mr. F,.C, Clench. There 
were also present Messrs. M. H. Blamey (Treasurer) ; H. B. Eyre, 
W. H. Brougham, T. Crumplen,‘H. f. Alfred, W. B. Adlington, B. 
Perelli-Rocco, P, Geen, and §. Morgan, . It. was arranged that the 
presentation should take place at a public dinner at the Holborn 
Restaurant on Tuesday, the 11th of December, under the presidency of 
Mr. Thomas Spreckley, with Mr. M. H. Blamey in thé vice-chair. 
The committee expressed a hope'that those who had not yet, contri- 
buted would do so as early as possible to Mr. M. H. Blamey, Hon. 
Sec., 62, Charing Cross, and ‘that the result would be a substantial 
recognition of Mr. Wheeldon’s valuable services in the cause of true 
apting oe Si ~ eS ; 3) 














IRISH FISHING NOTES. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Dublin, Nov. 14, 1883. 


ITUNDREDS of your readers have doubtless indulged in and enjoyed 
with keen zest the sport of salmon angling on the Lee, that noble 
Southern Irish river immortalised by Father Prout in connection with 
the famous Shandon bells, the silvery sounds of which in the summer 
season are so delightful to boating parties on that classic stream. 


“Tn fond affection and recollection, 
T often think of those Shandon bells, 
\Vhose sounds so wild would, in days of childhood 
Fling round my cradle their magic spells,” ° 


The Lee Salmon Fishery, perhaps the most important in Ireland, is 
now occupying so prominent a position in the Irish fishery world that 
I cannot do better than give you a 7éswmé of a case just decided by 
the Judicial Committee of the Irish Privy Council, which sat to hear 
an appeal from a by-law. made by the Fishery Commissioners in 
relation to the Fishery of Cork Harbour and the River Lee. The 
appeal was brought by the fishermen of Rathcourcey, ‘‘against a 
by-law made by the Fishery Inspectors in the present year, prohibit- 


- ing the having in any boat, cot, curragh, or other vessel, any drift or 


other net having meshes of greater dimensions than 2} inches from 
knot to knot, or ro inches all round each mesh, inside Cork Harbour, 
or to the northward of a straight line drawn in the direction of Temple- 
breedie Church, from the lighthouse at Roche’s Point on the east to 
the mainland on the west, in the county of Cork.” The.case for the 
appellants, shortly stated, was that the Rathcourcey fishermen num- 
bered about sixty individuals, employing twenty-five boats, and there 
were altogether about 500 persons living in the little village, who 
were entirely dependent. on the fishing industry. The effect of the 
proposed by-law would be to utterly crush and destroy the only 
industry available forthe maintenance of the community in the village 
of Rathcourcey. The fishermen stated that the waters of the harbour 
were too deep and the coast too rocky for draught-net fishing, and 
that the only kind of net they could. effectively use was the drift net. 
With that net they killed all kinds of deep-sea fish in the harbour, 
and not salmon and trout only. The by-law. prohibited them from 
taking these nets on board their boats, which practically would 
amount to their being debarred from fishing inside the harbour with 
them for hake, pollock, or other kinds of fish, or, indeed, to carry them 
outside the harbour to fish in the-open sea. The Fishery Commis- 
sioners were represented by counsel, and, as will be seen by the 
result, made a very successful fight, Judge Ormsby announcing that 
the Judicial Committee would recommend his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant in Council to confirm the proposed by-law. In their 
memorial the appellants plainly stated that they had fished in con- 
travention of the by-laws of 1877 and 1878 with prohibited nets in 
prohibited waters; and, in the opinion of his lordship, the new by-law 
was very properly intended to make that impossible in the future. 
This decision will have a very serious effect on all net-fishing opera- 
tions in the waters of the river Lee, though in the best parts of it 
amateur anglers and others will not be affected by it. 

In preparation for the winter deep-sea fishing season, our boatmen 
along the East coast are making great preparations, their craft and 
gear having been very much improved within the last couple of 
months, ‘They are now pretty generally adopting in their nets the 
style of ‘‘sinker” used by the Scotch fishermen, which consists of 
small sea stones of about 1 1b. weight, interwoven in the nets, instead 
of corks, as formerly—the stones causing the nets when “shot” to 
fall with the.perpendicularity of a wall, thus intercepting the fish 
effectually. To this system may be attributed a great deal of the 


_ Scottish success, in which they are much aided by donkey engines on 


board, whereby the nets when filled are drawn evenly from the water, 
in marked contrast to the jerky way with which they are ‘‘ landed ” 
by the Irish luggers. 
Fish of all kinds continues scarce and dear in Dublin, and for so 
large a city very little of it is used. 
a Ee ee ee 
Gzorcr JAmrS Earon, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 


Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is required 


' from gentlemen who can fish,to proye whether they may be genuine ornot. Patronised by 


some of the best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; ;Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 


_ attended to,—(ApvyT.) ; 
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THE RECORDS OF FLY CASTING, 
DURING the past twelve years great improvement has been made in 


| the science of fly casting in America, as the following record pre- 


pared by the New York Suz will show :— 


Feet 
1871—Charles H. Wells, at Utica, N.Y: 65 
1872—-Seth Green, at Seneca Falls, N.Y. 65 
1874—Reuben Wood, at Oswego, N.Y. 68 
1875—Reuben Wood, at Watertown, N.Y. ° 75 
1876—Reuben Wood, at Geneseo, N.Y. 69 
1877—Ira Wood, at Syracuse, N.Y.,; .... 72 
1878—Seth Green, at Buffalo, N.Y, es 70 
1879—J. J. Meldrum, at Rochester, N.Y, 66 
1880—Ira Wood, at Seneca Falls, N.Y. BC ne wa 70 
1881—Reuben Wood, at Colney Island, N.Y.... 53 ax 75 
1882—H. L. Leonard, at Niagara Falls, N.Y. .. os = 75 
1882—H. Pritchard, New York City iat wt: ae As gt 
1883—R. C. Leonard, at New York City Pe 5 87 








A DAY AT ST. MARGARET'S. 


“CWuar time do you start, and who is going to peg out the swims?” I was 
asked bya friend whom I had informed of a competition that was to take 
place, a short time ago. ‘* Well,’’ I replied, ‘I shall start by the eight o’clock 
train from Liverpool Street. ‘ Kingfisher’ and Allen have promised to go 
down on Saturday night ‘to make all arrangements. There are fifty-four 
tickets sold, and the prizes will be—£1, I2s., 8s, and’ 4s. ; all fish to weigh, 
bar jack and eels.’? ‘All right, ry deat boy, Iwill meet you at the station 
in the morning; good-bye, don't forget.’ 

On the following Sunday morning I started for Liverpool Street Station, in 
spite of madame’s request “that I would stay at home and have a good hot 
dinner, for t am quite sure it will rain-all day, and you will not get any fish ; 
sce how it has been raining all night, and it is coming down now.”’ It was no 
good talking. Hail, blow, or snow, Thad promised, and, if it is possible on 
my part, I always like to keep my word. I reached Liverposl Street about 
7.45, and met Messrs. Arnsby, Chantry, Dodd, Kirwin, Tyler, Page, and about 
fifty others, nearly all of whom were going to St. Margaret’s. We got our 
tickets and took our seats in the train, and for about an hour the principal part 
of the conversation. was about the weather and its effects on getting a good 
show of fish, One gentleman remarked that the heavy rain that we had had 
would..do a great deal of good by washing the weeds away, ‘‘just what we 
want, you know.’’ ‘‘ You see, we shall get some fish to-day ; this is the 
first, push of water we bave had down here,’’ remarked another. We reached 
St. Margaret’sa little before nine, the rain pouring down in torrents ; and we 
did not know at which house the advance party had put up at. I expected to 
meet them at the station, but there was no ‘‘ Kingfisher’? or Allen to be 
seen there. Some of the party made for the water at once, others for 
Foxall’s; the latter took'the majority, I'think. _ It was now near time to com- 
mence fishing, when Mr. Allen was seen coming up the road. On his ap- 
proaching rumerous were the questions as to the whereabouts of the “ King- 
fisher,”’ but that could not be answered, as he had not been seen down there. 
Mr. Allen had just cme from the Red Lion, the landlord of which had been 
kind enough to turn ‘out early in the pouting rain, end go with him to peg 
out the swims. “* We shall go back there when we have done. But, lads, draw 
your tickets and get away to your swims. ‘ Pixie ” is loading the shooting iron to 
te)l you to start.” 9.30—‘" Bang About forty-eight members drew their 
tickets and took up their swims, in spite of the pouring rain and the gale that 
was blowing down the river, the only shelter being a friendly telegraph-post 
here and there.” I say friendly, for, if they had not been there, some of us 
would have been blown into the river.’ Roach-fishing was out of all question, 
the river running like a racehorse; and legering was as bad, for the weeds came 
down in such heaps as to either break the line, or else pull the whole lot into 
the water. When there was 2 lull'for a short time, we were delighted with the 
presence of Mr. Webb in his cockle shell, with a sail, tacking first this side and 
then that, or else it was a barge coming up or dowa the river. Speaking of the 
last enjoyment, I must say afew words. A friend was at his swim, when a 
barge came along and the wind blew the bargeman’s hat into the water close 
to our friend’s rod. He stosped down and got it out of the water, and threw 
it on to the barge. As our friend was backing out of the way, the boy along- 
side the horse sung out, ‘‘ Come up;”’ the horse stumbled, so did our friend, into 
six feet of water. The bargeman went onand took no notice of him, fl-underiag 
about in the water. Several members now ran to his rescue, and he was 
landed and taken off to the village, where he found a ‘* good Samaritan,’’ who 
lent him a suit of clothes while his own were being dried, and he again took to 
the warpath. It was now one o’clock, and only two fish had been takenamong 
the wholelot ofus. Mr. Delehaye, sen , and Mr. Allen and myself now walked 
down to the Red Lion, the Jandlord of which is Mr. F.Longmate, of Sheffield, 
who has taken this old-established house, at the side of which runs a portion of 
the Magnum Waters before it enters the Pied Bull stream. He has a private right 
of fishing that portion of the water, and it would give him much pleasure to 
place at the disposal of the Fisheries Association a portion of it for the purpose 
of propagating coarse fish. He has made arrangements for rearing fish, which, 
I think, would delight Mr. Manning to see, as he is so much in favour of re- 
stocking this end of the River Lea. | ; . 

All anglers, by showing their privilege tickets, will be specially catered for at 
a reduced tariff. Having refreshed and walked around the grounds, we re- 
turned to the warpath just in time to rescue another member out of six feet of 
water, the wind, rain, and ‘cold tea”’ causing his legs to slip from under him. 
He founda “friend in need ”’ somewhere in the village, for which he was truly 
thankful. Passing down the river to see if any more fish had been taken, I 
saw heaps of weeds taken out, but no fish, and could only hear of four being 
taken. Very few members stood it up till six o’clock, What with the wind, 
rain, and weeds, it was very little good. As the time stated was the time for 
leaving off, I could not give the signal, and Ican assure you I was not sorry 
when I got the tip to let go ‘‘ Bang!”’ which I did in quick time, and very 
soon found myself back in the comfortable parlour of the Red Lion. ‘Lhe first 
prize was taken with a trifle over 12 0z., a roach ; the second, II oz., three 
roach ; the third, 4 0z., one fish; and the fourth, with 3} 0z., one fish. . 

We packed up about seven o'clock, caught the train, and reached hore in 
very good time, wet in more places than one, but we had no fish,—Prxik, 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


The late rains have completely changed the colour of the water, and all por- 
tions of the river, including the tideway, are out of condition. The returns 
this week are necessarily brief. 


Richwond, 


Since the water has become so thick the sport has been very much reduced. 
During the first three days Henry Wheeler made a score of 413 1b. of roach and 
dace, but in two other days, ouly six and a half dozen, and this has been the 
same with C..Brown and Edward Brown. Job Brain, in six days, 30 lb. 
Heury Mansell, in four days, twenty four dozen, and H. Howard,in one day 
5 lb. of roach, 

Twickenham, 

Samuel Cole, in one day, 14 lb. of roach. Edward Finch, in four days, 48 lb. 
of roach and dace. Mr. Beard with G. Chamberlain, during the week, 400 
sizeable fish. George Coxen, in four days, thirty-two dozen of roach and 
dace. James Coxen, in one day, with Mr. Bicknell, eleven dozen, and in two other 
days, nineteen and a half dozen. R. Coxen, in two days, fifteen dozen. John 
Spong, in one day, 22 1b. of roach, and in three other days, nine dozen of roach 
and dace. Pert Hammerton, in two days, 23 lb. ofroach. Joseph Dobbin, in 
two days, 25 lb. of roach and dace, and J. Dunn, in two days, seven dozen. 
The water is now in bad condition. 

Wind, S.W., and weather like spring, with the exception of cold early morn- 
ings. The water being coloured the early part of the week, sport fell off, but 
Iam pleased to say we are all right again, and getting some good takes of fish. 
Mr. Richards, of the Brentford Piscatorials, took 20 1b. of fine roach and dace, 
and Mr. W. Johnson, of Cross Deep, and a member of the Richmond Pisca- 
torials, took yesterday, with Pert Hammerton, 17 1b. 6 oz., of good fish, win- 
ning the first prize, viz., the fisherman’s coble that was exhibited at the 
Fisheries Exhibition. Jack Spong, ‘Our Joe,’’ ‘‘ Little Mouse,’’ Mark 
Addey, of Manchester, and the ‘* Man withthe Ducks ’’ have all been well em- 
ployed. Andy Anderson, of the celebrated Eel Pie Island Hotel, with his usual 
generosity, gave the locals a treat last Friday evening, after the complix 
mentary banquet which took place amongst his friends. The grounds were 
illuminated & la Vauxhall, large bonfires lighted, anda grand display of fire- 
works by Messrs. Brock, of the Crystal Palace, and a long procession of 
illuminated boats, each manned by native watermen, under the captaincy cf 
Charley Shore ; after bombarding and burning part of the fleet to the water’s 
edge, which was witnessed by several thousand persons, the whole of the men 
employed, numbering about forty, sat down to a substantial supper, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The whole passed off without a hitch, except a 
few persons who gotalittle damp through inadvertently getiing into an old 
punt used by the T, R. Club, which Mr. Anderson has no control over, or it 
would not be in uce.—A, PERRIN. 


Teddington, 

It is reported that there has been some good bream taken under the Weir, 

but it is always difficult to ascertain results ia this neighbourhood. 
Kingston, 

John Johnson, sen., in two days four dozen of roach and dace, three brace 
of perch and one jack. John Johnson, jun., in three days, eighteen brace uf 
perch, four jack, weighing together 12 lb. The bank anglers at Kingston 
and Surbiton have not been getting quie so many fish this week. 

East Moulsey, 


Thomas Wheeler, in one day, four bream, the largest 4 lb. 


Sunbury. 
Edward Clarke and Sons, in two days, ten dozen of roach and dace and two 


jack, the largest 31b, Messrs. T. and A. Stroud, in four days, ten dozen of 
roach and dace and six brace of perch. 


Walton. 


Mr. Mackrill, one day, with George Hone, two bream of 3 1b. each, one 
chub of 3} Ib., and two brace of perch ; and another day, one bream of 1} 1b., 
one roach of 1}-]b. and one brace of perch. 

Not much done since last week, but the water is now getting within bounds 
but still very thick, J, Hone, three dozen of r:ach and dace and two dozen 
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of perch. Mr. Watford, four dozen of roach and dace. G. Hone, sen., three © 
dozen of perch and six bream. G. Hone, jun., six dozen of roach and dace.— — 


S. RosEWwELL. 
Halliford, 


George Rosewell, one day, six barbel and a chub of 2} lb.? another day, six 
dozen of roach and dace; and another day, a jack of 3 1b. | 


Shepperton, 


David Hackett, in one day, three dozen of roach and dace. 


Staines, 

Charles Hone, one day, one brace of jack and six brace of perch ; and another 
day, three dozen of roach and dace. Samuel Scott, fisherman, died suddenl 
on Saturday last: 

Eynsham. 

Angling in this neighbourhood has been in full swing since Friday last, and 
there have been a great many fish taken. Perch have been biting freely, some 
anglers catching 20 to 30 in a few hours, several of them weighing over 1 lb. 
each. Lob and red worm are the best bait. Mr. Geen took 5 nice chub in 
the Thames yesterday (Wednesday), and to-day he landed 11 chub, weighing 
193 lb., from the Windrush. He used pith and brains. The water is nowin 
good condition for all round fishing.—W. B. Hows. ; 


UPPER THAMES. 





‘*T never nursed a dear gazelle 
To glad me with its soft black eye.””—MoorkE. 


I never nursed a dear gazelle, or even JZoore than this, have I done much 
in the ‘‘ soft black eye’’ business ; but I have nursed lob worms and fed them 
for weeks on boiled mutton fat, and milk of the newest, and have rejoiced — 
greatly to see the ‘‘soft black eye’’ depart from carefully sanded gentles. 
Thames fish will often take, or refuse, the above carefully a ees dainties ; 
but I am glad to say that just now the purloining is on, and happy is that 
piscator who has got his quiver full of wriggly Jobs and gentles, for in con- 
sequence of the splendid trim of the water, roach, chub, dace, and perch are 
wellon Jack are bound to roam away from the rotting weeds, and I cannot 
do better than advise lookers after these fresh-water sharks to try their luck at 
once, for Thames water will never, under any circumstances, be better. At | 
Henley, a gentleman, on Tuesday, got an incredible well full of perch, and 
Mr. Pacey shota hat. This was the only intelligence I could personally — 
glean ; but a correspondent tells me, on Wednesday, some splendid roach and 
perch were had near Bolney and Marsh, above Henley. At Medmenham, 
Bob Young and Barnes, with patrons, have been on the war path for three 
days, the result only being some few roach and chub, and one jack, of 3 1b. — 
At Henley, Messrs. Brooksbank, Berger, Birch and Co. have been busy, the — 
result (except to the worthy host of the Hurley Bell) not being particularly 
beneficial. At Marlow most of the fishermen have been busy, but the catches 
have been only mediocre. AsItrayersed the pretty suspension bridge of 
Marlow this afternoon I noticed a local tailor (with a 221b. jack fame about 
his clothes) preparing to do battle, with a white knight as henchman. As I 
write (7 o'clock, p.m.) he has not to my knowledge returned, and I, with 
others, naturally suppose he has either caught a jack or taken a gill. Barnes, 
the Marlow fisherman and fireman, has been having some fair sport lately with 
a patron, who remained at that excellent and reasonable charging hostelry, 
the Greyhound, kept by host Sheppard, who, although not much ofan angler, 
pur et simple, houses his flock warm and comfortably, as all good shepherds - 
should. From Bourne End, Cookham, and Maidenhead, I glean that the 
waters are in excellent and improving trim, and fish, especially roach, coming 
well on. All river and boating men will regret to hear of the death of Miss 
Compere, of The Complete Angler, Great Marlow. They will miss her kindly 
face and welcome to a house more like home than an hotel. Mr. Charles 
Foottit (the brother-in-law of Miss Compere), a complete angler in himself, — 
has taken the hotel, and, it is hoped, will foot-it on the old lines. . Water in 
prime order for any fishing; wind S.—Marnow Buzz. 


Wraysbury. 


Water thick ; if the present fine weather lasts, it will be in first-rate condi- _ 
tion by the 18thinst. Nothing worth reporting. 


Colne. 


Mr. W. O. Gurney has consented to allow us to publish the fact that he is 
agreeab'e to let gentlemen fish his water from the mill up stream to “ Old - 
Young’s,’’ about a mile and a quarter, for 2s. 6d. per day. Tickets can be 
had upon application at the Railway Station, and also of Mr. Gurney, Miller, 
Colnbrook. Roach, chub, jack and dace, are the principal fish. I am sorry — 
the price is so high, but Mr. G. wishes to keep his water as select as possible, 
It has hitherto been closed, except to a few friends. No Sunday fishing.— 
T. Hoole. ae 

Water in first-rate order, but rather low. Two gentlemen, fishing in the — 
Mill Pool, close to the Wraysbury Station, on Saturday last, took about two 
dozen and a half of decent perch with minnows. There is capital roach and 
perch fishing at this place, and the charge is only 1s. per day. The man in 
charge is a most willing and obliging fellow, and will show visitors the best _ 
spots. —ROACH. 
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Goring, 

Water in good order for all sorts of fishing. I have been taking a few good 
roach anda few perch. Nothing much has been doing here. If it keeps fine, 

jack and perch ought to be well on now.—JoHN Rusu. a 


Ancholme District. 

We are now enjoying what is popularly calied St. Martin’s Summer—a 
period of almost cloudless days and beautiful nights, enlivened by the silvery 
light of the moon and an attendant slight frost, bracing to the body, and 
invigorating to the mind. Those who have visited the waterside have there-_ 
fore obtained a full reward from nature for the journey, if they hive not 
returned home heavily laden with fish. The water is now in splendid order, 
Old Master Ierox has, during the past, week, lize Cowper’s nightingale— 


‘¢ Began to feel. as well he might, 
The keen demands of appetite, 
And loo»ing eagerly around.”’ 
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Ah! There’stherub. He has looked too eagerly, and found in the neigh- 
pourhood of Brigg and Brandy Wath— : 


A something shining in the dark, 
To take away the vital spark. 


The Great Grimsby Angling Association has recently had its annual dinner 
at the Masons’ Arms Hotel. The most noteworthy event of the year in con- 
nection with this society has been the securing of the right to fish in the 
South Navigation, for the sum of £10 per annum. After all expenses have 
been paid a balance of £8 remains in the hands of the treasurer.—THOMAS 
Forp, Caistor, 

Chichester. 


The weather the past week hes been all that could be wished, and the water 
ia excellent condition. It has been cold work for the ‘‘ nocturnals ’’ who have 
been fairly successful among the bream The weeds are breaking up, and pike 
fishermen are preparing for their campaign. A pike, hooked with spoon bait 
was lost in the basin a few days since. Some heavy fish are reported near 
Birdham. At Selham the wateris is now in prime order, some good fish having 
been landed during the week.—GEorGE F. SALTER. 


Dove. 


We have had very cold weather since I last wrote, but it has not been un- 
pleasant, as the sun has been shining brightly every day. The number of 
anglers out has been larger than last week, and I am glad to state that most 
of them have been well rewarded, the grayling having been finely on the feed, 
“no doubt as a consequence of the frosty nights. The best killing flies have 
been the needle, the golden dun midge, and the light blue bumble. Grayling 
have also been taking the worm and maggot freely on the bottom. Coarse 
fish gererally are moving about and feeding well, and large dishes have been 
daily filled. Pike and chub seem best at the spinning baits, though a good 
number of the Jatter have fallen victims to scratching.—THm SPLoDGER. 


Eden (Carlisle). 

The salmon season ended yesterday (Thursday), and anglers may congratu- 
late themselves upon having enjoyed the best autumn fishing they have had for 
years. Of course, some having done but little, are disgusted. I know of two 
veterans who have been at it early and late, and yet have killed only one fish 
each, and they are inclined to anathematise salmon fishing generally ; but a good 
many have had capital sport. The wind-up of the season has already been as 
good as was hoped for. On Friday and Saturday last we had thunder with 
heavy showers, which disturbed the river, and on Saturday night (Nov. 10) a 
trost set in which continued till the 14th. Asa result we had a fearful amount 
of leaves in the water. This will, to a great extent, account for the fact that 
the angel minnow has been more deadly this week than the fly. Those anglers 
who were careful to fish a silver-bodied fly, which is the least like a leaf, did 
fairly well with it; but a good, heavy ‘‘angel’’ gets well down, and attracts 
the attention of a fish, however much leaf there may be. The Rev. Mr. Phelps 
killed four with it on Saturday last in the Rickerby water. The same evening 
Mr. Slater killed a nice spring fish of 10 1b. with it, and an autumn fish on 
Monday afternoon. The same gentleman landed a fine bright 26-pounder on 
Wednesday last, and Mr. Butler two, 28 and 16 1b,, these three all with the 
fly. No doubt others were taken of which TI have not heard. I am sorry to 
say that there is an appearance of the disease, though not to any extent as yet; 
but I fear that ’ere long we shall see more of it. Last year the first diseased 
fish taken out by the bailiffs was on Noy, 20, and they took out about 2000 alter 
that. It is a curious fact that we never see anything of the disease in warm 
weather, the very time we would expect to find all fungoid growths flourishing. 
We have it in the spring, and again in the autumn, but never in the summer. — 


SILVER GREY. 
Exe (Exeter). 


Nothing special to report this week. Weather very frosty, and river high. 
A few perch, some roach, and a couple of pike caught in the Canal, are the only 
records I know of; rather a blank week.—J. A. KELLEY. 


Ilfracombe, 


Sea- fishin z.—The weather being finer, the prospects are better this week for 
the herring fishing. Some boats, after drifting all night, have brought in about 
three maize, and from twenty to thirty hake each; also a quantity of fine whit- 
ing, pollack, and sprats, Several boats out fishing with ground lines have 
caught some large cod, skate, and a few small conger. The fishing with rod 
and hand lines from the rocks, pier head and jetty is still very good for pout, 
eels, and pollack. Weather at present fine.— E, CoMER. 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


Since these hard frosts the fish have not been feeding at all, more especially 
the roach. A few jack have been taken, and a few small perch that I have seen 
myself. Mr. and Mrs. Bayley, from Penge, fishing in the Abbey stream, two 
very nice jack, the lady landing one just on five pounds; a very handsome 
fish. The windand weather very favourable, and may it keep the same for 
them ! All fishing for the watch on November 18th and 25th. Come wholike, 
Is. entry, PENCIL. o*e 
: Leicester. 

The weather hereabouts has been exceptionally fine during the past week, 
and to this may be attributed the unusual number of anglers that have visited 
the local society’s preserves. The roach have been biting with more freedom 
at both maggot and paste, and from the upper part of the river some good 
catches were secured. The majority of the fishermen were, however, trying 
for pike and chub, and at Aylestone some good fish of both species were 
caught. One gentleman had a brace of chub weighing 4}1b., and several other 
baskets contained nice sizeable fish. Pike-fishing has commanded plenty of 
patronage, and the majority of the Leicester members of the Angling Society 
seem to prefer the Ayleston portion for this class of sport, and doubtless there 
are some large sized fish to be taken from about here. Those that have been 
caught during the last few days have not exceeded more than 4 or 51b. The 
waters both at Leicester and in the country are now in excellent condition for 
angling. The weather to-night (Thursday) bright and cold,—Aturr. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 
We visited these streams on Tuesday and Wednesday, and were agreeably sur- 
rised to find them in such excellent fishing condition. Although somewhat 
high, there was nothing to grumble at except the cold, and that we must 
expect in the middle of November at the water's edge. Two days’ frost had 
made the ground quite hard, and driven every fly from off the waters. Some 
execution has been done during the week in both streams with maggot and 


worm, which is the only bait of any good at present, and some nice fish landed 
A very nice dish of grayling, weighing some of them as much as 1} lb. each. 
were caught on Monday in the Lugg bya Leominster gentleman; some good 
fish were hooked in the same stream with the worm. Some very fine grayling 
were caught with the worm in the Arrow on Friday, On Saturday two 
gentlemen landed several fine fish from these waters with the maggot. A splendid 
dish of fish was caught on Monday with the worm, the lot weighed over 6 Ib., 
two of the fish reached 1 Ib. each. A gentleman tried the Lugg on Tuesday 
afternoon, opposite the railway statioa with the worm ; bit his luck was bad, 

only a few fish being landed; the same day, another gentleman caught a few 
small fish. Grayling are now sporting pretty freely, and the streams are all 
well stocked with them. Very few fish have been caught up Aymestry way. 

In the Ivington quarter some nice fish have been landed with the maggot. The 
weather is nice and frosty and favourable to grayling fishing. -GwYNNE. 


Ouse (Littleport), 

Water getting into conditioa again, but roach not biting so well as before 
the heavy rains, owing I expect to the sharp frosts we have had the last few 
mornings. Still the following will show we have been doing something. Nov. 
gth out myself for 2} hours and got 21 roach and one silver bream, going 10} 
Ibs. the lot ; largest roach 17} oz. Nov. roth Mr. S. O. Beeman, Littlepert, a 
pretty little take of roach, going 10 1b., and Mr. F, Smith, Cambridge, 7 lbs. 
also very good. Nov. 12th, Mr. Marsh, Wimpole, near Royston, 10 lb. 
roach, and Mr. George, Cambridge, 16 lbs. roach, in about eight hours, Nov. 
13th, Major Heley, Ely, 8 lbs. good roach in one and a half hours. Mr. S. 
O. Beeman, Littleport, 85 lbs. Mr. F. Smith, Cambridge, a nice little bag 
not weighed. Novy. 14th, Major Ferris, Ely, 4 lbs. in one and a half hours ; 
Mr. D. Clark, Cambridge, thirteen very good roach in a short time, largest 
I lb. 1 oz., five largest 33 lbs. Nov. 15th, Mr, T. Hunnybun, Cambridge, 
103 lbs. good roach, and Mr. W. Rowton, Cambridge, 83 lbs., largest 1 Ib. 
5 0z.— CHARLIE SOUTH. 

Severn (Shrewsbury) 

The river has been nearly deserted curing the week, and frost has been very 
severe for the last four days. This, with the races which took place on Tues- 
day and Wednesday, accounts for the scarcity of anglers to be seen on the 
banks. Pike-fishing is now the best mode of angling as with trolling tackle 
or dead gorge one can manage to keep up the circulation. The water is,in fine 
condition for the time of year, and also inviting to roach and perch anglers. 
The body of the man Gregory, who was drowned on Saturday week, was found 
a little above the Quarry on Monday morning last.—Szvern SALMON, 


Teme (Ludlow), 

These waters have become clear once more, but have not fallen so low as 
expected. The stream and tributaries are all in good angling condition ; but 
f gzy mornings and sharp, frosty nights have deterred many from visiting the 
river's bank. On Saturday morning snow fell early, preceded by a sharp hail- 
storm, and for the three last nights severe frosts have visited this district. The 
pools and ponds are all covered with ice, and last night the thermometer was 
at 22 degrees, or Io degrees below freezing point. Befcre the frost came some 
good fish were Janded from the Teme and its tributaries. Last Monday, a 
gentleman visiting the Teme, near Leintwardine caught some nice grayling, 
with the maggot. Another gentleman caught several brace of nice grayling in 
the Clun. Gentlemien visiting the latter place would do well to call at the 
hotel known by the name of the Kangaroo, at Aston-on-Clun, kept by an old 
friend and first-rate fisherman, Mr. Penny, who is always provided with baits 
and tackle, and knows, if anyone does, where all the best fish are to be found ; 
and a walk from the Kangaroo to Craven Arms Junction, when the day’s fish- 
ing is over, will do a piscator no harm. On Wednesday, though the weather 
was so cold, some fishermen tried the Corve, with the maggot, and managed to 
land seven graylinz, but the fish did not take the bait well. A few fish have 
been caught up the Oneybury waters. Also rough fish down between Day’s 
Mills and Ashford, but the water is not in so good a condition in this quarter. 
Nothing doing in the Letwyche. Weather, fine.—S. 


Teme (Tenbury). 


The waters are clear and fine, but still rather high, and few fishermen h.ve 
visited this stream during the week. The fish seem reluctant to take the bait, 
however tempting it may be’ Notwithstanding the prevailing frost, some one 
or two fishermen have tried their hands with the rod and line, but got little 
reward for their exertions. Most years (above Tenbury) are to be seen after the 
spawning time of the salmon, a number of those big fine fish lying by the banks 
of the Teme, and not returning down the river into the Severn. They lie near 
the banks until at last they die. This, my informant tells me, occurs most 
years in this neighbourhood. Some few grayling have been caught in the Let- 
wyche, but nothing done in the Kyre or Rea. Winter has come early upon us 
this year, and at present frosty weather seems likely to remain with us. Weather 
bright and fine; wind N.—WonrcEsTrr. 


Trent (Alrewas.) 


The river has been out of condition the whole of the week, and [ cannot 
glean any news worth reporting. Pike-fishing in the pools has been almost a 
dead Jetter, and nothing has been done worthy of remark. The river is re- 
ported to-day (Thursday) getting into fair fishing order, and with a continu- 
ance of the present fine weather some good pike and chub-fishing may be 
looked forward to. For the latter a trial of pith and ground-bai ing with 
brains should do some execution, as I know there are some good ones in this 
length of the Trent.—JAMES GREGORY. 


Trent (Newark). 


We have had a spell of very nice weather this week, consequently angling 
has been looking up a bit. These sharp frosts should waken our friends, the 
jack and chub, up, and make them eager for the cosy retreat of the angler’s 
basket. At the time of writing the water is in fairish condition —in fact, you 
can set it down as a good all-round winter water, a little higher perhaps than 
ordinary ; but an angler who knows his business should find chub and pike in 
a very enterprising state of mind. A friend of mine got two brace of very nice 
chub with a lump of white pipey scratchings as bait. For my own part, as 
weather is now, I should prefer bullock’s pith for chub fare, 
ground baiting very sparingly with brain taken from the same 
bovine species. Roach and dace have not given a very good account of them- 
selves this week as far as I can learn, the sharp frosts of the last nights has 
driven them into the shelter of the deepest holes. According to present 
prospects I should say live baiting or spinning for pike, and pith and brains for 
chub, should be productive of sport, while roach and dace might be tempted 
during the middle of the day with afew gentles. A fine perch, in splendid 
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condition, weighing 2}1b. has been captured in Balderton Ballast Holes, 
near Newark, last Saturday, a moderate sized dace being the fatal attraction for 
Mr. Perch. It has been sent to Cooper’s, London, for preservation. Mr. 
¥. T. Levick, at the same time and place, got a very nice pike of 12]b. I 
might say that the perch took a live bait that was intended for a pike —THE 
TRENT OTTER, . 

Trent (Nottingham). 

The river on Thursday was in splendid condition for coarse or bottom fish- 
ing, but although the weather during the week has been of a highly favourable 
character, very few anglers have been out. The large dace mentioned in my 
last were killed by Mr. S. Sills, of Nottingham. ‘They weighed between 12 
and 13 ounces, and were very much admired. Pike fishing is still tame, 
although a take of eight or nine fish is reported from a select lake near Grant- 
ham, Harlaxton Manor.—TH# MAN AT THE CLUBS, 


Waveney (Beccles), 

Owing to the late heavy rainfalls, combined with high tides, the water has 
been altogether out of condition during the past week. Itis toxday (Thursday) 
fining down nicely, and if there is no more rain will be in fairly good order by 
Saturday. Next week some good sport may be anticipated, especially if wind 
keeps in present quarter (West.)—A WAVENEY ANGLER, 


Wye and Derwent. 

We have had some good sharp frosts during the past week, which has 
caused the Derwent to run down toa nice height for fly-fishing, and I am 
pleased to say sport with the artificial flies has been very good, considering the 
time of the year. Baskets of good big grayling from six tu ten brace per 
angler have been made, chiefly on the Chatsworth length of the Derwent; also 
on the Darley Dale Club water close to Romsley. The killing flies have been 
bumble and furnace flies, and fish have risen the best in the deep slow runs, 
from I p.m. till 3 p.m. The bottom fishers have done well with worms during 
the week, killing a great quantity of roach and dace, anda few grayling. Pike 
have gone off the feed again on the Derwent. If the weather holds fine, good 
sport ought to be had with the fly next week on the Derwent. The Wye about 
Romsley is too high and full, for successful grayling fly. fishing at the present 
time. It will take another week or ten days to run down to its proper height, 
—G, J. EATON. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Arnold, roach, 41b. 54 0z.; Mr. Dwelley, dace, 100z. Application 
having been made to the Anglers’ Benevolent Society on behalf of an unfor- 
tunate brother, the committee responded in a very handsome manner. It is 
requested that all members will attend and bring their friends to support the 
smoking concert to be held in the club room on Monday, November Ig, in 
aid of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society, Mr. C. A. Medcalf in the chair, Mr. 
Say, vic. —WoRLEDGE. 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Thirteen of our members competed for five prizes, roving, on the 11th inst., 
at Rye House to the Fish and Eels. Owing to the unsettled state of the water 
only two were taken, the following being successful:—Mr. A. Glass, first, 
4 1b. 3 0z., roach; Mr. A. Shakel, second, 2 lb , roach,—D. DAvts, sec. 








ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of Ios, 
donation from Mr, W. Clarke, Izaak Walton Angling Society.—R. GHURNEY, 
sec. 


BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On Monday evening (the 12th), our last quarterly meeting for the year, was 
held at headquarters, Victoria Hotel, Queen’s Road; Mr. J. Saunders in 
the chair, Mr. G. Saunders occupying the vice. The hon. secretary (Mr. H. 
Dolton) read the report and balance-sheet, which was very favourably received 
by the members. ‘The financial state of the association is in a flourishing con- 
dition, there being a balance in hand of over £13. Upwards of £20 have been 
given by the association in prizes out of the funds during the season, besides 
other private donations, showing a very successful year. The committee and 
officers regret the loss of Mr. H. Spinks’ services, who, as their late hon. 
sec., did much towards making the association a success. Mr. H. Gambling 
was unanimously elected chairman for the ensuing season; Mr, G. Saunders, 
vice; Mr. H. Dolton, hon. sec; Mr. J. Saunders, treasurer ; Messrs. J. Walls 
and W. Ollive, trustees ; Messrs. C. Stapleton and G. Stevens, auditors, with 
five gentlemen as arbitrators and nine as committee. Cordial votes of thanks 
having been passed to Mr. J. Saunders and other outgoing officers, the meeting 
terminated with a short but neat speech from the newly-elected chairman (Mr. 
H. Gambling) in a few well-chosen words. 
members would work harmoniously together for the benefit of the association, 


which would be his endeavour, and heartily wished success to the Brighton | 


anglers for the year 1884.—_H. Dotron, hon. sec. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had avery poor show onthe 14th, the weather being so rough and 
stormy. The following were successful :—Messrs. Harris, Crouch, and Gentry, 
dace and gudgeon from Shepperton ; and Mr, Castell, roach from Dagenham. 
On the 11th Messrs. Payne and Chambers, perch, roach, and gtdgeon from 
we Stort ion Castell, roach from Dagenham; and Mr. Macdonald, dace from 

e Lea.—Cas. 


COBDEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The second club match of the season took place at Windsor on the 4th inst., 


but, owing to the state of the weather, it was almosta failure. There were four 
prizes of the value of 25s., 15s., 12s. 6d., and 7s. 6d,, to be fished for, but the 
members who would have taken the first three were disqualified owing to their 


coming home earlier than was arranged by the conditions of the match. The | 


greatest weight of fish was taken by Mr. Jenkins, and that was under 2 Ibs. 
If the prizes are awarded to those who now claim them, they will be taken with 


a little over 5 oz. for the first, and almost identical weights for the other three. | 


The matter is to be brought before a general meeting, on the 20th inst., for 
decision.—C, REEVES, sec, 
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CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOOIETY: i 
The next general return visit of angling clubs will take place on Tuesday next 
November 20, at the above society, Bull and Betl, Ropemaker Street, Fins- 


bury. 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY, 9 

Messrs. West and Gordon have been very successful lately at Richmond and 
Isleworth with roach and dace, many of the roach weighing over #1b., and the 
finest dace, 13 0z. Mr. S. Parsons has also had some excellent sport at the 
Brentford Docks. On the 8th inst. Messrs. West and Gordon fished a match 
for a supper for ten with Messrs. Simpson and Howell, of the Acton Society, 
one of each society in each punt. The Acton gentlemen took the heaviest 
gross weight, and were therefore the victors, although Mr. West defeated his 
opponent.—J, G. Lz Greys, hon. sec. 


GOLDEN BARBEL ANGLING SOCiETY. 

The members of this society will fish a sweepstake on the 25th of this month 
at Watford. Mr. Lerner.will give a box of cigars, Mr. Kemp fifty cigars, and 
Mr. J. Green will give a money prize to be competed for on this occasion. Mr, 
J. Roach has accepted the office of secretary, as Mr. Lawford, business not per. 
mitting him to devote the time to that office,.has retired. Mr. T. Bigsby has 
been appointed chairman, and will be assisted by Mr. J. Jones during the winter 
months. £1 Is. was voted from the funds of the society towards the Hoole 
Testimonial.—PIxIE. 
GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting of this society, on Monday, some few catches of 
jack were reported, also that the President had presented the aquarium with 
some good specimen of various kinds of fish for the society’s tank; but the 
time of the society has been taken up of late almost entirely with the case of 
Heigham Sounds, much anxiety being felt respecting funds which was no 
anticipated when the case was first taken up, especially as itis a public question, 
which affects all coming angling or yatching in those waters, and it is sincerely 
hoped that the various secretaries and others having subscription cards, or have 
been applied to for subscriptions, will lose notime in forwarding any funds 
they may have in hand to the treasurer, A Mitchell, Esq., M.D., Regent Road, 
Great Yarmouth, so that the Finance Committee may feel more confident of 
success, for there cannot be any doubt that when the case comes on for hearing: 
the conyiction will be quashed.—J. J.aRK, sec. oe 


GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The usual weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening, at 
the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basinghall Street, Mr. Bassett 
presiding in the. chair. The minutes having been read and confirmed, the 
secretary was directed to send a letter of congratulation to Alderman Fowler, 
one of the vice-presidents of the society, on his election as Lord Mayor; a 
similar letter was also ordered to be forwarded to Mr. Nuthall, a mem- 
ber of the society who has just taken the office of Mayor of 
Kingston. Mr. Ghurney, who has returned from superintending the opera- 
tion of drawing off the water at Weybridge, gave an _ exceedingly 
p'easing account of the river there. He had seen, he said, to his astonish 
ment, literary tons of good sizeable fish, including a large quantity of tench, 
roach, and jack, and he felt that it was a source of great satisfaction to the 
Fisheries Society that this piece of water which had not hitherto been very 
highly estimated so far exceeded their expectations. Mr. Ghurney brought up 
a basket of fish which he had succeeded in taking from people in the neighbour- 
hood, who, availing themselves of the opportunity afforded by the lowering of 
the water, had been indulging in a little poaching. The thanks of the meeting 
having been given to Mr. Ghurney for his services on behalf cf anglers 
generally, the meeting was closed with the customary vote of thanks to the 
chairman, A pleasant hour was afterwards spent, with the usual music. Nex 
Tuesday, the perch competition for prizes given by Mr, Bates (hon. 
treasurer) and Dr. Lloyd, will be decided; a large:attendance of members is 
expected and a good show of fish will no doubt be forthcoming.—H. 





5 
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HOXTON BROTHERS ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 11th inst., Mr. J. Osborne again 
winning the proprietor’s daily prize with 12 lb. 4 0z. ofroach, Messrs. Dean, A 
Hattemore, W. High, W. Cooper, H. Steadman, and J. Hayward having 
roach, dace, and chub.—_ R. GHURNEY, sec. ’ , 
Mr. J, Benjamin, fishing at the Rye House, tooka fine chub of 3} lb. with 
one of his celebrated single hair lines, of which he has several in stock at his 
fishing tackle depot, 67, Cambridge road, Mile-end, E.- be 


" IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members were out on the 11th inst. Mr. A. Bass had 6 lb, ro} o 

of roach, from the Lea; Mr. H. Butt had 4 1b. 5 oz. of the same; Mr. G@ 

Bliss, 1 lb. 9} oz. of ditto. Mr. F. A. Hawthorne had a nice jack on Wednes= 

day, the rqth inst. The half-yearly distribution of special prizes will take place 

on Wednesday, the 28th inst., and on which occasion a supper will be held, 
Es Bs : 


# 


a 


LINCOLN. ANGLING SOCIETY s+: | cof noo Ai 
On,Oct., 29th we hada very pretty show. of fish, our. members all being ou 
force, three prizes being fished for, the Thames, Lea, and Stort contributin, 
the show. The champion tray of roach was taken by Mr. Bingle, weigh 
8lb. 14 0z., all roach, and he being a one-armed angler, his take. was worthy 
note. Our members had a day out on the r1thinst., but met with rather inferiol 
sport, only one jack and a small show of roach being ‘taken. We have ape 
down match. on the 18th inst., at St. Margaret's for three prizes,—F, W 
Topp. vrotea seh 4 “fei 
.  PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY... 
On the.6th inst., about fifty members and friends met to commemorate 
founding of, this society. Among the visitors were Messrs; Neale, 
George, Blandford, Hancock, and Pitfield. The chair was occupied by 
President, with Mr. Matthews in the vice, assisted by Messrs. Durrant ane 
“Tommy Kemp.’’ After a repast'which, I think, excelled all previous effort 
on the part of: our worthy hostess (Mrs, Reed), to which ample justice w: 
done, Mr. Brodie proposed ‘*The Queen and Royal: Family.’’ — This 
followed by the toast of the evening, viz., ‘‘ Success to the Peckham Broth 
Angling: Society.’” This was’ received with a great deal of cheering, alte 
which the hon. sec. gave'a short history ‘of the club, which, although only fou! 
years old, numbers over ‘thirty members, and concluded by asking for nami 
of hon, members. This was most successful, the following gentlemen being 


‘ 


i 
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added to the list of hon. members :—Messrs. Male, Halsey, Hancock, Pitfield, 
Blandford, and Peters. Mr. Male also gave a guinea, and Messrs. Halsey and 
Hancock halfa guinea each to the prize fund. The musical portion of the 
evening was contributed to by the following gentlemen:—Messrs. Brodie, 
Matthews, White, Duke, George, Stidolph, Bignall, Diamond, Page, Bairn, 
and others. Mr. D’Alberie kindly gave a selection on the pianoforte, while 
Mr. Attwood accompanied the various singers with great'success. The health 
of ** The President’’ (A. Brodie, Esq ) was proposed by Mr. Matthews, and 
drank with musical honours, Mr. Brodie, on rising to respond, was received 
with a burst of cheering, three cheers being also given fur Mrs. Brodie and the 
baby—‘‘ thereby hangs a tale.’”’ The President promised to do all he could 
for the benefit of the society and its members, and with mutual expressions of 
goodwill the company separated at 3am. The members fished a match for 
three prizes, given by Messrs. Beard, Turner, and Gardham, on the rith, the 
winners bring Messrs. Stidolph, Kemp, and Beard, in the order named. Club 
match on the 18th; a match for the President Five Guinea Cup on the 25th, 
in the Lea at Ponder’s End, Charley White captured a nice perch at Brox- 
bourne on the Ist inst.; no one more surprised than the angler.—GADFLy. 


SOCIAL BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 
For the information of distant friends I have to say that a few of our mem- 
~bers have been doing very well this season, Messrs. Lee and Monk heading the 
list with some heavy bags of dace and roach, witha few barbel, from Kingston 
and the tidal waters. I was very pleased to see our hard-working member, 
Mr. Bird, met with better luck on the 11th, having a brace of jack from 
Kempton Park of over ro Ib., largest 5 lb. 12 oz.—J. GOuBOT. 





SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Nov. 14th, a good meeting on this night; chairman, Mr. Holben ; pianist, 
Mr. Brown. Plenty of harmony ; several resolutions carried. Some good fish 
weighed in during the week. All members are requested to send in or bring 
their books for perusal as to amounts paid in owing to change of secretary. 
The S. L. visit will take place on December 3rd, at the George, George Street, 
Blackfriars Road, S.E,, in place of the Prince Arthur, Stamford Street, 
Blackfriars, when it is hoped all will attend in force, as also at our next 
meeting, Oct, 21st, at the Prince Arthur, Very important business to be 
decided.—F; H. H. Weston, sec. 


SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

The monthly competition among the members of this society took place on 
the r4th. The prizes offered on this occasion consisted of three, amounting in 
value to £2 12s. 6d., given by various members. The first fell to Mr. Beckett, 
who had 51b. of nice roach from Richmond. In consequence of the other 
members not coming in time to weigh in the other prizes will be contested for 
at a special outing, the where, how, and when to be decided by the members. It 
was a'so decided that £1 Is, be voted from the funds towards Mr. Hoole’s 
Testimonial, which will be forwarded by the secretary. The next monthly com- 
petition will take place on Wednesday, December 12; the prizes on this occa- 
sion will be contributed by Messrs. Martin, Norris, and Dr, Wilson.—Prxiz, 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 
f=On the 4th inst. the members of the above society fished a jack and perch 
fishing match at the Association Water, Weybridge, for three prizes. Ail 
were taken. Mr. J. Jones, first, one jack, a regular demon of the deep; J. 


- Freeman, second, one jack; F. Watts, third, one jack. One member captured 


a small pig, but would not weigh. On the 11th several members visited the 
Thames, but found the poor old gentleman as thick as pudding. Notwith- 


- standing the high colour, they managed to find a few nice fish. Mr. J. Dengate 


a brace of jack; George Belton, roach, and one bream 2 1b.; J. Currans, roach. 
The next match will be fished on the 18th inst., from Teddington Lock to 
Kingston Railway Bridge, roaming, for four prizes given by the following 
gentlemen:—tst, Mr. J. Payne; 2nd, Mr. J. Currans; 3rd, Mr. F. Watts; 
4th, Mr. J. Freeman. ‘This match is open to al] members ; no member to fish 
within ten yards of another. First train from Waterloo at 8.25.—W. T. 

’ ~.S.—Our second annual subscription of £1 Is. has been forwarded to 
Mr. Ghurney, Secretary; London Fishery Society for Stocking Waters, &c. 





WALWORTH WALTONIANS. . 

The members competed on the 11th for £1 1s., given by Mr. Boalch, and 
Ios. 6d. by Mr. R. Cain. The following is the result :—Mr. Piolaine, first, 
with roach and dace; Mr. Bedford, second; Messrs. Delehaye, sen., Weather- 
head, and several others also had fish. The next competition will take place 
on the 2gth for £1 1Is., given by Mr. Hawkridge, and Ios, 6d. given by Mr. 
Richardson.—-PIxIE. 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Magne’s prize for jack, only roving commission; also Mr. Haddon's ; 


all fish to weigh, go where you please, on the 18th inst.—J. GUYVER, sec. 





At Poplar Church last Sunday, the Rev. J. J. Manley, M.A., preached at 
the morning and evening services to immense congregations, the subject of his 
sermons was ‘‘ The Lessons of the Fisheries Exhibition. 

AT some of the Western fairs this year a ‘‘ great secret ’’ is sold in sealed 
envelopes at ten cents apiece. The following is the secret:—‘‘ Never buy an 
article before examining it. If you had known this before, you would not 
have paid ten cents for a worthless envelope when you could have got a dozen 
good ones for the same price.”’—Sea World. 

CoNVICTION FoR Nicur ANGLING AT HENLEY -oN - THAMEs.—George 
Kingston and George Stevens, two men from London, were brought up before 
Colonel Makins, M.P., and Colonel Fanshawe, at the Town Hall, on Monday 
last, charged, on information by Mr. W. A. Simmons, a member of the Henley 
Fishery Protection Association, who also holds a deputation from the Board of 
Thames Conservancy, with fishing in the Thames after the expiration of the last 
hour after sunset, to wit, between the hours of 11 and 12 of the night of 
Saturday, November roth. The accused were respectively fined 5s. each and 
costs, 38, 6d. jointly. The men were evidently poor club anglers, unable to 
defend themselves properly, and consequently fell easy victims to what is, we 
consider, a most unfair and unjust twisting of the Thames bye-laws; in fact, 
they have been fined illegally. p 

To Our READERS.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FisHING GAZETTE. Please address Editor of FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





SUBSCRIBER, Oxford.—We prefer a rod about Ito} to 11 feet in length, 
weighing about 8 or Io ounces, butt and second joint hickory, top lan ce- 
wood. Such arod, with plain mountings, ought not to cost more than 
20s. at the outside. We do not like a whippy rod. Any first-class rod 
maker ought to keep such a rod in stock. Greenheartis used now very much 
and it is very good wood, but much heavier than hickory, which latter we 
prefer. By staying at the Swan Hotel you can get some grayling fishing 
at Romsey; the fish run large, but are not, we think, very plentiful. Write 
to Messrs, Pratt and Reece, 2, Castle Street, Southampton, about sea 
fishing there at Christmas. Dabs and whiting will be the most plentiful 
then, but some of the members of the Portsmouth Angling Association 
could answer this question better than we can. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. | 





THE AWARDS. 

Srr,—Will you please allow me to call the attention of your readers to the 
injustice done me and many others by the judges of the Fisheries Exhibition ? 
When they made the awards they had never seen my case. Mr. Kelson ad- 
mitted this on the 30th October. He said he had no notes of my case, and 
had never seen it until I called his attention to it on that day. He (Mr. 
Kelson) further admitted I was entitled to a medal for rust-proof hooks, being 
a speciality and the sole manufacturer. Medals have been awarded to owners of 
cases who exhibited not for competition, when those of real value to the fisher- 
man were entirely overlooked. ae 

The patent fish-hook makers say my hooks were the best exhibited, and that 
I have been badly treated.—I am, &c., CHARLES Court. 

Plymouth Works, Redditch, Nov. 13. ah 

[As we remarked when noticing the exhibits, Mr. Court had an extensive 
and most excellent show of his rust-proof hooks, in all shapes. They are of 
a capital colour and suit the shades of most flies. Way he was “ overlooked”’ 
is a mystery to us.—ED. ] 


THE AWARDS. 

Sm,—In your Editorial note at foot of Mr. Hall’s letter, in your issue dated 
October 27, you say :—‘‘ If Mr. Aldam sees this,’’ &c., &c.- 

Mr. Aldam did see it, and replied to it very piainly. I read in his reply :— 
‘¢ As the Editor has referred to Mrs. Cox, of Winchester, I did, at her request, 
a month ago, give her a pattern of my Indian yellow, and she succeeded 
admirably in getting some made with semi-detached bodies.” ; 

In your issue of November 10, Mr. James Macnee writes :—* I feel satisfied 
with my want of success when such names as Farlow (Strand, London), Foster 
(Ashbourne), and Cox (Winchester) have been almost forgotten by Jury 
No, 12.” 

Will you kindly quote the number of the Stand in the late Fisheries Exhie 
bition occupied by Cox (Winchester), as I did not see, and cannot find it in 
the Catalogue ? “Of course, this may be an error; but, in fairness to those 
who get their living in Winchester as fly-dressers and fishiag-tackle makers, 
some of them practical hands, it should be contradicted by you, if no such 
Stand existed, otherwise the same injustice that has called forth such strong 
comment relative to the Fishery Awards will be perpetrated on the trade in 
Winchester.—I am, &c., Gr oRGE CURRELL, 

Winchester, Nov. 12. Fishing-tackle Maker. 

[We were on a fishing trip last week, and, as a consequence, of course, a few 
things went wrong. A Jetter got inserted from a very kind correspondent, 
who thinks more highly of the GAzeTrr and other of our publications than 
the jurors did, but, of course, it ought not to have been inserted. Again, as 
Mr. Currell points out, Mr. Macnee referred to Mrs. Cox as having exhibited at 
the Exhibition, which was a not unnatural mistake on his part, as Mrs. C. ought 
to have exhibited, though she did not. At the same time, we cannot see how 
this affects Mr. Currell, or why he should be hurt at Mrs. Cox’s name being 
mentioned. If he sells as good flies as Mrs. Cox, then he not only should have 
exiubited, but, if merit had been considered, should have got a gold medal. 
We speak of things as we find them, and know many Hampshire and other 
anglers who will agree with us that it may be possible, but is not easy, to get 
better flies than those made by Mrs. Cox. It is of far more importance to us 
that our readers should feel confidence in anything recommended by us, than 
that some maker should get an increase of orders.—ED. ] 





INLAND FISHERIES AWARDS. 

Sm,—I have read all the correspondence in reference to this important sub- 
ject, and I must say that the revelations contained in «« Jock Scott’s”’ letter, 
which you and the Fie/d published last week, are simply astounding. I have 
not the pleasure of knowing Mr. Kelson, though I have constantly read of his 
success as a salmon angler. With numerous other licenses checked in his 
district last year, I hear he was by far the most “ lucky,’’ and that his unpre- 
cedented average at the close of the season was 157 lb. f 

It is reported this gentleman has enjoyed upwards of forty years’ practical 
experience, and makes all kinds of tackle, including rods, lines, reels and flies ; 
therefore, one cannot be surprised to read Mr. Bernard’s sensible letter which 
you published last week, regretting, on behalf of the trade, there were not 
others on the Jury equally capable of judging in his department. No one could 
yead Mr. Kelson’s report without sympathising with him. The care with which 
he made known some of the extraordinary proceedings of his Jury cannot be 
overestimated. ‘Those whohave had any experience in these matters must 
indeed be blind or bilious if they “do not appreciate and support him in his 


| arguments. 


Who were these other gentlemen on this Jury? Is there any secret about 
it? Cannot we know their names? Did they reply to this minority report 
and if so, shall we ever know what they said? It appears to me the work was 
entrusted to the wrong men, who did everything the wrong way. Fancy a 
20 ft. roach rod being pronounced ‘too stiff’? for salmon fishing! May I ask 
what the salmon rods were tested for? Was that an idle ceremony? as the 
awards at any rate are in direct opposition to the result of these trials, 
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Mr. Kelson’s report kas certainly stirred up the country, and lately, I 
believe, there is infused a fresh activity, for the Exhibitors’ Protection Society 
publish a printed notice drawing attention to the gravity of the situation, &c. 
‘This scciety should have the warm support of all true fishermen, and with Mr. 
Kelson’s aid, I for one trust it ‘may see some satisfactory and peaceful issue 
justified in the end. ; ees 

Some points, however, suggested in this minority report appear hardly of a 
nature to te communicated to the world. I am of opinion zhis is ‘part of 
Mr. Kelscn’s case,’’ as lawyers would say, I am alsoof opinion it is essentially 
necessary that the Council of Presidents should be made acquainted somehow 
with everything that passed in this Jury division, and, as Mr. Bernard says in 
his letter, Mr. Kelson should state all he saw and heard. The President’s 
reply to the protest was, ‘‘ We ‘regret’ we see no reason for us to alter the 
awards,”’ 

I venture to suggest that some legal gentleman should be selected, one 
who has had experience in fishing for preference, and that he should have a 
‘‘ privileged communication ’’ from Mr. Kelson, if he can get it. He will 
know what step should be taken then. As the case stands, there is an end to 
all future fishing exhibitions. : 

In conclusion, may I remark it is universally believed Mr. Kelson went to 
work with that resolution, which, under any ordinary circumstances, would 
have brought satisfaction to the public and to exhibitors, and while in com- 
pleting these duties, now is the time, above all others, this resolution should be 
stimulated.—I am, &c., 

Fiery Brown. 


PROFESSIONALS.—REDDIICH AND 
OTHERS v. ROWE. 

S1x,—Had not intended wiiting again ve these, but there are one or two 
things I cannot let pass without doing so. Messrs. Hall and Aldam deny that 
professionals can tie their flies as neatly as themselves, but I maintain that there 
are plenty of girls in Redditch who can doso. No doubt, if they send their 
flies and ask for a dozen to be made to them they will be disappoiated ; but let 
them take the flies and materials, then show some of the best hands how they 
are made, and they will get a true copy. But it cannet be expected that when 
anyone has been used to doing any sort of work one particular way, that they 
can alter their style at a minute’s notice and give satisfaction at the first 
attempt. It may interest some of your readers to know that Redditch tiers, 
after once taking the hook in the fingers, never put it down again until the fly 
is finished, and that they can use either hand with equal facili y. 

After reading Mr. Rowe’s Jast effusion, 1 am forced to the belief that he 
likes to get a good advertisement for nothing. In this letter, after puffing up 
his own fowls and informing your readers that he will have eggs for sale during 
the season, he attempts to shelve any reply till a more convenient time for those 
he eal's ‘* the Redditcb people.’’ He need not be in any huny. I don’t think 
anything he may write will hurt them, or, at least, their trade. He probably 
includes me amcngst the number; if so, he is as much at sea as he was over the 
vice and pliers he said they used, for, with the exception of a few hours, I 
never was in the place, and my only object in writing on the subject was to 
correct any wrong impression his letter would create.—I am, &c.. 

Burton-on-Trezt S. Howarrtu. 


AMATEURS uv. 





REDDITCH FLIES, &c. 

Sir,—By his last letter Mr. Rowe appears to be as extravagant in his 
notions of colours as cf Redditch fly-making. If it were possible to establish 
a never-varying colcur, as he suggests, it would only be taking a step in the 
wrong direction, z.e., if nature is to be taken as a guide. Colour, both with 
birds and-flies, is in a state of constant change varying continually with age, 
condition, c'imate, and food. A dozen bluebottles, for instance, taken indis- 
criminately in July would, in all probability, present as many shades of colour. 
Keep to colour, so as to be as near the natural as possible by all means; but 
that, I contend, can only be done by using a slight variety of shade, the very 
opposi'e course to that propounded by Mr. Rowe. It is **shape’’ more than 
“never varying colour ’’ that requires the fly-maker’s art to imitate more per- 
fectly. By his concluding remares, Mr. Rowe still labours under the delusion 
that Redditch fly-dressers work only with vice and pliers, and, as a consequence, 
produce flies of an inferior quality. 

I inclose, Sir, for your inspection a few small flies which I have had made 
without those sometimes necessary aids, vice and pliers, and in making them 
up I have added what I think will be received by most fishermen as an improve- 
ment. Thatis; I have enamclled the kooks in colours to suit the flies. What 
can be more unnatural than a black hook hanging from the tail of a white 
moth? J make up the white moth on a white enamelled rust-proof hook, the 
bluebottle on a similar hook in blue, red with red, and so on with the various 
colours. I aleo inclose a small book, specially made to protect the flies from 
crushing, for your notice.—T am, &c , WILLIAM GUISE, 

Redditch, November 12th. 

[What Mr. Rowe wants, we imagine, is not so much fnever-varying colour, 
but as near an approach to some recognised standard of colour as possible, so 
that when anglers who make their own flies read a description of a fly they 
may have some guide as to the actual colour of the original, At the present 
moment we venture to say,if we gave a dressing for a fly to be made by.anglers 
in different parts of the country, none of them would be quite alike. Mr. 
Cruise is certainly wrong in putting’shape before colour, for colour is all-import- 
ant. Itis useless to have the most perfect shape if the colour is wrong; 
whereas a clumsy fly of the right colour will kill well. The flies Mr. Gvise 
sends as showing what Redditch can do without the use of the vice are very 
goud, especially his red tags on eyed hooks, his horned dun, long-horned dun, 
and gravel spider. His cow-dung fly is also one of the best copies of this fly 
we have ever seen. Mr. Guise’s little pocket-book for carrying a few flics fur 
the day's use is an excellent idea. It will hold a dozen or two, and they cannot 
get crushed, We believe the case costs but a few pence, and can be equally 

weil used for heoks.—Ep. ] 





MACHINE.MADE AND DEVONSHIRE v. REDDITCH FLIES. 
S1k,—1 have read with scme interest the correspondence on machine-made 
end Devonshire v. Redditch flies, but for the life cf me I cannot see what is 
to be gained by, or what is at issue in, the controversy. If one man can tie a 
fly without mechanical aid, and the other require it, then as a workman—-the 
productions being equal—the unaided tier is the better. But the question is 
one that should pertain to the flies, and not to individuals ; and, therefore, 
if a fly produced by either means is as good as the other, and even Mr. Rowe 
will admit that this is not impossible, fishermen will have gained all they 
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can desire; the remainder goes to the credit of the workman, and cannot affect 
the killing properties of the flies one way or the other. 

As an amateur tier of flies that will kill, I should only be too glad of any 
tools that would give me greater ease and proficiency in adjusting the wings 
and legs of artificials, and personally the vice and pliers do this for me. In 
addition to those usually known, I use sometimes—and especially if my fingers 
are rough, and then J find it an inestimable aid—a pliers made precisely after 
the fashion of the hackle pliers, but larger and with longer flat jaws, lined with 
thin indiarubber; these I find most useful in holding the wings in the exacs 
position until they are fastened with two lappings of the tying silk. Whether 
this is or not the type of the ‘‘ machine’? of Mr. McNee I donot know, but it is 
the only thing that I can imagine would be useful in manipulating wings; but 
Tam only an amateur. 

With reference to hackles—Is the hackle really such an important part of 
the fly as tiers usually represent it to be, and what is the real objection to dyed 
hackles? Mr. Rowe seems to think that nothing wi!l do for the legs of a fly 
but the naturally coloured hackle of a certain texture from game fowls, and, 
although I admit that these are most useful for flies, tied buzz, and spiders, 
yet for winged flies I do not see their supreme importance. 

In many of the works on angling to which I have had access, real hackles 
seem to be a secondary consideration, inasmuch as, in lieu of the true hackle, 


pseudoxhackles, such as those of the moorshen, water rail, plover, heron, dot- 


terel, and ordinary feathers of other birds of suitable colour, and mohair and 
fur picked out for legs, are frequently specified. This is especially so in Blaine, 
Fphemera, Hofland, and Ford, and even in the most killing flies I use, viz., 
the hare’s ear dun, March brown and blue duns; hackles properly so za led 
play but a very small part. I admit that a good hackle, with its glistening and 
sparkling tints, may prove sometimes attractive to the fish, but I have had 
equally good sport with a March brown hackle, with a partridge back feather, 
as with honey dun hackles, for which I have paid a farthing apiece, both flies 
at the same time on the same cast. Why, then, if in many cases, as shown, 
colour instead of texture and transparency is the principal consideration, should 
not dyed hackles of ordinary kind be equally good with those that are naturally 
coloured, always supposing the dyes to be fast colours ?—or why should real 
hackles bear such a fictitious value at all ? 

I am quite alive to the fact that Mr. Rowe’s specialities are such flies as 
those recommended by Cutcliffe in his ‘‘ Fly-fishing in Rapid Streams,’’ and 
that hackles of a stiff and resisting nature are absolutely necessary for these 
flies ; but they do not bear out my idea of the art of fly-tying to represent 
natural insects, and, therefore, are no basis on which to argue the suitability of 
materials for general tying. In fact, they really represent nothing in nature, 
and what trout take these monstrosities for has always puzzled me. It is 
strongly to be deprecated that correspondents in discussions of this sort should 


deal so freely in personalities, as did the writer who accused Mr. Rowe of a | 


‘‘motive’’ in showing up the utter worthlessness of sorne flies of Redditch 
make. In doing so he was perfectly justified, as some of them are actually 
beneath condemnation. It should be remembered that it is cnly by learning from 
the experience of men, old fly-tiers like Mr. Rowe, that amateurs can ever 
hope to succeed in this fascinating art; and it must be obvious that if ‘‘mo- 
tives” are attributed whenever any one in the trade endeavours to set an erring 
amateur right, that the advice and judgment of those from whom it is really 
worth having will not be forthcoming.—I am, &c., BITTERN, 


THE USE OF A. VICE IN FLY-MAKING: 

S1r,—I think Mr. Aldam’s view, expressed in his letter of Noy. 3rd, com- 
mends itself to all sensible people. It is not worth while bothering about 
such a question, and certainly to us amateurs, who tie for our own amusement 
in leisure moments, it isa matter of indifference at what rate, or in what 





fashion, others turn out their dozens of flies. I am only writing a few lines now © 


to remind Mr. Rowe that his promised answer will interest others be-ides the 
Redditch folk. His answer.cannot be deemed satisfactory unless he makes 
good that wild statement, that, ‘‘flies made in any way but with 
finger and thumb are not what they should be.’’ He must either make it good, 
or retract it, or modify it in some way. This discussion in the GazETTE has 
put me in correspondence with one ortwo strangers, anti-vice men of wide and 
long experience. After an interchange of flies, their opmions have been com- 
pletely changed, and if they were to publish what they have written to me 
privately, I think they would convince the readers of the GAZETTE that Mr. 
Aldam’s four amateurs can, as regards neatness and efficiency, hold their own 
pretty well. One at least of my correspondents has admitted, in so many 
words, that it is impossible to tie our delicate patterns without a vice, and has 


already provided himself with one of these useful articles after twenty years’ 


work without one. As regards Mr. Rowe’s two dozen per hour, why should 
it be incredible ? There are flies and flies, and Mr, Rowe does not specify what 
kind of fly he turns out at this rate. Are they the ordinary Devonshire size, 
which are commonly bigger than the largest spring patterns in Hampshire? 
Hive they wings, divided neatly, set up for floating, with a neatly-tapered 
body, whisks, and ribbing complete? These are some of the things which I 
hope Mr. Rowe’s answer wil' include. - That he can make some kinds of flies, 
of medium size, neatly and effectively at the rate he mentions I am ieady to 
believe ; but that he, or anyone else, can copy some of the most delicate of our 
southern patterns at that rate, either with or without a vice, I cannot believe, 
and something more than the mere ifse dixitof an unbeliever will be required 
to remove the scepticism in the minds of those who do believe in the utility of 
vice and pliers.—1 am, &c., 
Nov. 14th. H. 8. HALL. © 





CHEAP FISH DINNERS. 

Sir.—The atove department of the Fisheries Exhibition involved an experi- 
ment of so much economic importance that I had entertained the idea of com- 
municating seme of its results to the public. This is now rendered niore 
neces-ary by the recent publication of a letter on the subject, the statements in 
which, beside being unauthorised, were for the most part remarkably inaccu- 
rate, and calculated to convey a very misleading and unfortunate impression. 

Asa member of the Executive Committee, and as having had the manage- 


mett of the dining-rooms in conjunction with Mrs. Clarke, the Lady Superin- — 
tendent of the National School of Cookery, I have kept a continuous record — 


of the business of the room in the form of a weekly analysis, from which I now 
propose to extract some of the most important details. Before doing so, 
however, I shoud explain that prior to the opening of the Exhibition the 
scheme had been carefully organised by a Refreshment Committee, of which 
the executive members were the Marquess of Hamilton (Chairman), Mr. Sayer, 
and myself, assisted by Mrs, Clarke, The Baroness Burdett-Coutts, being 
specially interested in this enterprise, undertook the decoration and fitting-up 
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of the room, and completed it in a manner which, to say the least, secured to it 
in the first instance a wide popularity. By her experience and constant attend- 
ance she also rendered invaluable assistance to the working of this scheme, 
while her presence gave to the large staff of women engaged in a novel and 


_ most laborious work a countenance and encouragement which they warmly 


acknowledged on the occasion of the closing of the room. 

During the twenty-four weeks and four days that the dining-room was 
open the total number of portions served was 209,673, at 6d. each, realising a 
sum of £5241 16s. 6d. To this must be added £89 tgs. 3d. derived from 
entrance fees to the Demonstration Room, and occasional sales of surplus 
cooked fish, making the total receipts £5331 15s. 9d. 

The total weight of fish consumed was 74 tons 6 cwt. 2 qrs. 5 lbs. ; and the 
sum paid for it was £2080 17s. 7d., the whole, with the exception of a very 
small quantity, leaving been supplied at a contract price of £28 per ton, or 3d. 
per lb. The remaining disbursements, including wages, gas for cooking, and 
various tradesmen’s accounts, amounted to £2000 4s. 10d., bringing the 
total expenditure to £4081 2s. 5d., and leaving a profit of £1250 13s. 4d. 
These figures do not comprise any charge for the installation of the room, for 
the plant used in connection with it, or for any depreciation thereof, the greater 
part of it having been generously and gratuitously supplied by various well- 
known firms. ; 

As, however, these large totals will be of but little use to those interested 
in the question of food for the poor, I will now proceed to a closer analysis by 
distributing the charge of 6d. into its component parts of expenditure and 
profit. It would be misleading to take into account, for the purpose of 
this calculation, the first few weeks of the Exhibition, during which the room 
was getting into working order, and little more than cleared its expenses ; 
and, for alike reason, I will avoid the closing period, when the vast crowds 
enabled us to show a very large weekly profit. In order to arrive at a fair 
estimate, I have, therefore, selected the first three weeks in September, when 
27,589 portions were served, at a profit «f £227 9s. 3d. for the three weeks. 

viding the 6d., for the purpose of an exact calculation, into 100 parts, we 
arrive at the following result :— 


Fish ee ne .»  334-I2parts, or exactly 2d. 
Potatoes .. be a 7 yee) | 

Bread... se 0 {oS PA H 

Flour and oil =, Air 43-12 5, | 

Gas aC ee 6 Zi-12,, {or about 2d, 
Wages .. AD oe PEE T2 yi 

Miscellaneous ., me 4 ” 

Profits: \ he Fy 33 “ip or about 2d. 


As to quantities, for each person :— 

Fish, -667, o: two-thirds of a pound. 

Potatoes, about two. 

Bread, two pieces, the quartern loaf, supplied at six pence, being cut up into 
thirty or forty. 

"Oil, at two shillings and eight pence per gallon, was used for frying the fish, 
fat having been found very expensive. The Jews, who are noted fish friers in 
the East-end, employ oil. The whole of the cooking was done by gas stoves, 
and this method shows a remarkable saving in cost over ordinary fuel. No 
account is taken of the sauces, which may be looked upon as luxuries, and 
which were gratuitously supplied without any limitation in regard to quantity. 

Looking at these facts as applicable to the dinner of the househeld, it is 
obvious, on the one hand, that a great saving was effected by the extensive 
scale on which the operations were conducted; but, on the other hand, the 
items of wages and profit must be eliminated, and the quantities of fish, and, 
possibly, of potatoes and bread, might be reduced. 

Taking all these things into account, I am of opinion that a family of two 
adults and three children could have a fair dinner of fish, bread, and potatoes, 
for elevenpence, or a shilling at the outside.” This is assuming that fish of the 
‘same descriptions as those used in the dining-rooms could be purchased at 
threepence per pound. I may have occasion at some future time to address 
you on the important subject involved inthis not unreasonable assumption, but 
for the present I will confine myself to the data afforded by this particular 
experiment. 

As to the fish, the kinds most largely used were plaice, haddock, and whiting, 
in the order named. Cod comes next. Then skate, rozer, conger, flounders, 
halibut, catfi-h (a white fish living on crustacea—a sure evidence of-qua'ity), 
“sea bream, coalfish (a kind of whiting), hake, ling, weaver, and gurnard, doth 
red, grey, and the species known as tub. 

The part taken in the enterprise by the National School of Cookery was 
absolutely indispensable to its success. Thé quiet and steady work carried on 
for years by that Institution enabled it fully to meet the occasion, and, in ad- 
dition to the kitchen department, it undertook the lectures and demonstrations 
of the mode of cooking cheap fish, given every day in the theatre attached to 
the dining room, and attended by 11,911 people, of whom 4669 paid tor tickets 
before the adoption of free admission. 

To Mrs. Clarke, the Lady Superintendent of the school, it would be difficult 
to pay too higha tribute. She organised the staff, and had the practical 
management of the room ; and all who are conversant with its affairs bear tes- 
timony to the business capacity, the perfect method, and unflagging zeal which 
she brought to bear upon one of the avowed objects of the Exhibition, In 
furtherance of this, it is only right to allude to her published collection of 
receipts for cooking cheap fish, which had a very large sale in the Exhibition. 

It is satisfactory to record that the contributions of the public to the attend- 
ance boxes on the tables enabled us to make a substantial distribution among 
all connected with the working of the room. ‘The people who thronged it 
belonged for the most part to the poorer classes, and in spite of the unavoidable 
crowding at the door, and the great strain sometimes put upon the service, 
they maintainei admirable order throughout, and were frequent in their 
acknowledgments of the efforts made for their comfort. | Our space was too 
limited, large numbers being daily turned away from the door, and 1 cannot con- 
clude this letter without expressing a most earnest hope that in future exhibitions 
satisfactory measures will be taken to provide ample accommodation for the 
great masses of those sightseers to whom a cheap dinner is a most necessary 
adjunct of a day at the Exhibition.—I am &c., 


I, Stratton Street, Noy. 12th, 1883. W. BurveEt?r- Courts, 





: PARR OR WHAT? 

Sir,—I send you, preserved in ‘‘ King’s fluid,’’ some specimens of fish about 
which I should be glad to have your opinion, and if not too much trouble, that 
of Professor Huxley also. They abound in this river (the Suir) and in its 
tributaries, and are, locally, called ‘‘ gravelling,’’ and the ‘‘natiyes’’ here- 
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abouts are allowed to kill them without ‘let or hindrance,’’ and do so openly 
by hundreds. They say they are a distinct species, and not the young of any 
other fish. I have a very strong opinion as to what they are, but should much 
like to know what yourself and the Professor think of them.—I am, &c., 
Newcastle House, Clonmel. H. Curisty HorRsFALu. 
[We replied to Major Horsfall that the fish were evidently samle!s, and sent 
them to Dr. Giinther, V.P.R.S., and Keeper of Zoology at the British 
Museum, author of ‘‘ Zoology of Fishes,’’ &. Dr. Giinther says: ‘The 
young fish are Parr, z.e., young salmon,’’ After this the Irish Fisheries In- 


spectors should enlighten the natives who have thus conveniently invented a 
new fish.—ED. ] 


THE SALMO FONTINALIS, OR AMERICAN BROOK TROUD. 

Sir,—As we are going to introduce the Salmo Fontinalis into our stream 
(the Derwent) this next year, would some of the numerous readers of the 
GAZETTE in England or America kindly give us a few particulars respecting it, 
neue best methods of capturing it, baits, &c.—I am, &c., Wien be 

ov. 13. 

[We are strongly of the opinion that it is a great mistake to put the Salo 
fontinalis into our English trout streams. 

(1) It is not suitable to our rivers. 

(2) It will not breed in them. 

(3) Itis not such a good fish as our English river or brook trout. 
It is a good many years nowsince this very beautiful fish was introduced into 
this country, and gentlemen have spent hundreds of pounds in attempting to 
stock their waters with it, but almost invariably after perhaps a few have been 
caught for a year or two, they have all disappeared: instead of increasing and 
replenishing the waters, they vanish entirely. The few that are taken are care- 
fully returned to the water, after giving play which English trout of half their 
size would be ashamed of (we speak from experience of them both on fly and 
minnow tackle). The only places where they have done wellin this country, as 
far as we know, are in cold Scotch lochs, and the reason of this is, we think, to 
be found in the fact that they are not trout at all, but are char, and chir 
require conditions of living different from those required by trout. We know 
that fontinalis have been grown, and are grown to some pounds’ weight in this 
country in ponds, and at one time we hoped great things from them, but we 
are now convinced that while itis unquestionably a splendid American sporting 
and table fish, taking every lure that a trout will take, as an English fish it 
loses its sporting quality, and eventually gets lost itself when placed in an 
English trout stream, and left to take care of itself among English trout.—ED. ] 


ANNEALED PIKE TRACES. 

S1r,—Some four or five years ago it occurred to me that from its great 
tensile strength—as evidenced by its being used forthe strings of pianos and 
other musical instruments—annealed steel wire might make a very strong, and 
at the same time a ¢hin, trace for pike-fishing. I, therefore, procured from 
Dawkins, the musical instrument maker, a coil of the finest annealed wire, such 
as is used for zither strings, and made a few traces with it, by way of experiment, 
putting three swivels upon each trace. The wire only cost me sixpence, and I 
had enough for that amount to make at least a dozen traces. 

I enclose you one of my earliest traces, and one which I have had in use for 
quite four seasons, as also a piece of the wire I originally bought, and of which 


* I still have enough to make three or four traces. Upon the only occasion which 


I have known the wire traces to break I was spinning for pike with the 
Canadian spoon, and whilst in the act of striking a fish I broke my trace. I 
expect this was caused by the spoon not being heavy enough to keep the wire 
from kinking, and that the wire snapped at the kink from the sudden strain put 
upon it in striking the fish. I have never seen anyone else use a wire trace, but 
I do not for a moment wish to claim any originality in the use of them. It has 
occurred te me, however, that, perhaps, the trace and wire may be of use to 
Messrs. Bartlett and Sons in enabling them to execute their order, should you 
or they not succeed in finding a firm that makes the trace required. I also 
tried the wire for ordinary spinning flight, but it is not sufficiently ductile fur 
this purpose. It, however, answers admirably for using with the ‘‘ FisHine 
GAZETTE Spinner,’’ where it is not necessary to curve thetail of the bait. I 
have also found it do very well for snap tackle.—I am, &c., T. BoucH. 

37, Coverdale Road, Shepherd’s Bush, W. Nov. 3, 1883. 

[The wire is very fine and, of covrse, strong; but the danger is in the kink 
—ED.] 





USE OF THE ATR BLADDER OF FISHES. 

§1r,—Have fish the power of rising to the surface, whether they have an air 
bladder or not? Most assuredly. At certain times of the year bream not only 
roll on the top of the water, and disport themselves in various ways, as de- 
scribed by your correspondent ‘‘ Creel ’’ in his excellent and interesting article, 
but barbel, groveller as he is, will ‘‘pick’’ or spring out of the water some 
distance, acd I think Iam perfectly correct, Mr. Editor, in saying your carp 
will do likewise—not often, but they will dois, Evenif I have not seen this, 
the mere fact of having caught both eels and gudgeon a long distance from the 
bottom would of itself be proof sufficient; by long distance I mean nearer to 
the top than bottom. It is well known the flounder, gudgeon, and eel, though 
possessing no air bladder, can all rise to the. surface when they desire to do so, 
‘¢ Philo ”’ says, in the case of the latter, with cifficulty. Indeed, I should think 
there could not be much difficulty in the matter, especially in cases where they 
have been seen taking flies off the surface. He saysit hasto struggle. Non- 
sense! R 

I do not mean to say the eel rises to the surface with the ease, agility, and 
grace they go along the bottom ; and the reason is so apparent I am surprised 
that ‘*Plnlo” should make sucha remark; but that they do rise at times is 
certain. 

Now, great authorities tell us that when a fish wants to rise it distends or 
blows out this bladder with air ; and when it wishes to descend it contracts, er, 
in other words, the air is given off—it escapes, and the bladder collapses like 
an exhausted balloon. After being told this you would naturally come to the 
conclusion that when a fish is at the bottom the air bladder is empty, and whea 
the fish is near the surface it is full. 

In its descent ftom the surface to the bottom we are told the bladder con- 
tracts—that, in fact, there is a valve or opening connected with the gullet to 
admit of this operation. No matter. Both you, Mr. Editor, and * Creei’’ 
know perfectly well the name of this arrangement. A lot might be said on 
this one fact ; but at the risk of appearing exceedingly stupid, I cannot help 
remarking (and I hope you agree with me) it is most extraordinary that I never 
yet cleaned or gutted a fish without finding this air-bladder distended, and as 
tight as a drum, 





The death of the fish had no influence whatever, for I never saw it in a state 
of collapse in one single instance ; always full, distended and tight. More, In 
all my attempts I could find no way of getting the air out of this bladder except 
by bursting or pricking it, the bursting in nine cases out of ten being accom- 
panied with a sharp report similar to bursting a small paper bag when filled 
with air. How, then, can you account for this apparent contradiction ? 

Hoping to hear more on this subject, I am, &c., Mark ANTONY. 

N.B.—I quite agree with ‘‘ Creel,”’ there is room for much inquiry, and I 
shall look forward for articles from the pen of this gentleman—always practical, 
always interesting. 





GOLD FISH AS LIVE BAIT. 

S1r,—Perhaps it will interest some of the readers of the FISHING GAZETTE 
to hear that recently in a large pond near Harrow two gentlemen (Messrs. P. 
Clutterbuck and N. Darbyshire), killed seven pike, one of which weighed 
1621b., and afforded a good deal of sport for about twenty minutes, the others 
weighing 81b., 641b., 4 lb., 31b., andtwo at 14 lb. respectively, and several 
perch, one of which weighed 21b. The pike were taken with gold fish, and the 
perch with worm and minnow.—I am, &c., Wasp GRUB, 





MR. SILK AND THE BLACK BASS. 


the American papers recently a great stir has been made 

about the way in which Mr. Silk got the black bass which 
he has lately brought over to England. It was said he had stolen 
11,000 fish; and there was talk of prosecuting the guides 
who got the fish. Later accounts, however, fappear to show 
that there will be no prosecution. Instead of 11,000, Mr. 
Silk bought, paid for, and holds receipts for the money 
for 2,100 small fish. He had-_ in July written to the 
guides, asking them to collect fish for him. The American 
papers now admit that certain parties are in the habit of netting 
Woodford Lake for black bass and selling the fish; and it would 
seem that these parties, because Mr. Silk did not employ them, 
cried out that he was stealing the fish! ‘They had themselves 
netted the lake, and sold large quantities of fish to different 
parties, and they are now naturally ‘‘ sorry they spoke,’’ and will 
not give evidence. If anyone has done wrong in this case, it is 
not Mr. Silk, but those who told him he might have the fish, and 
sold them to him, and did not stop the shipment when they had 
the opportunity to do so. We think we know American anglers 
better than to believe for a moment that they think we would be 
a party toany unfair proceedings on the part of Mr, Silk. We are 
perfectly convinced that he acted honestly in this matter, and the 
Marquis of Exeter is of the same opinion. We await further par- 
ticulars from America before saying more on this subject. 





LANDSCAPE WITH CATTLE: DEESIDE, 


By COTSWOLD Isys, M.A., 
Author of ‘An Angler’s Strange Experiences.’ 


Up 


THE dappled cattle on the lea, 
Beside the lonely banks of Dee, 
How beautiful they are to see, 

As Cooper limns ! 
How pleasing when Jean Ingelow, 
Doth make them in soft numbers low, 
Their plaintive moan is music so. 

As poet hymns them! 


b 
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How meekly do they stand and dream, 
Knee-deep in the pellucid stream, 
Or chew the cud to make our cream, 


Or painter to the eye doth bring! 
But, ye that paint and ye that sing, 
Tis oft a very different thing 


Among themin a hot July, 
Beneath Sol’s fierce, unclouded eye, 
When they are gall’d by heat and fly! 


He'll get a stare from all their eyes 
That will his fearsome soul surprise ; 
And won’t he get an unsought 7-zse 


So pass’d I once along a mead, 
On either side of which did feed 
A herd, and each a bull did lead, 


And, hot with wrath, their tails did switch; 
Behind me was a hopeless ditch— 
Before, the Dee! 


These two detectives at each gate 
O’erlean’d, my coming to await, 
And on me in my piteous state 


They meant to ‘‘ run mein,”’ ’twas clear, 
What could I do but cry, Oh dear? 
For, tho’ no coward, yet my fear 


At last one bull, to cool his rage, 
Sought Dee’s mid-stream his thirst t’assuage, 
While I crept from my verdant cage 


And, while he drank, I cross’d the mead 
Like one who caught in evil deed, 
Eluding Bobby, with all speed 


Then, just as Bobby ‘‘Stop thief!” cries, 
The bull roars out, as quick he spies 
My flying form! 


And that more awful, fateful sound, 

His thundering hoofs, most dread rebound 
Behind me shake the trembling ground, 
Nor dar’d I pause to look around, 

For fear did all my sense confound, 

When safety just in time I found— 

And, breathless as a winded hound, 

And nearly fainting in a 

Cried as I sank upon a mcund,., 
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As bard hath sung them, 


To be among them. 


Ill. 


If angler passes, 


Among the grasses ? 


IV. 


And-both were roaring ; 


My choice was—which, 
Drowning or goring. 


Vis 


_ Sere 





eile 


Turned both their bull’s eyes ! 


Had grown to full size. 
VI. 


And leapt the five barr’d: 


Cries, ‘‘Cabby, drive hard!” 
VII. ; 


With dread surprise 
I hear his bellow, 


O, lucky fellow ! 





TROUT OVA AND FRY. 


Orders booked at the fo lowing low rates :— 


OVA SALMO FARIO +208, tO 40s. per L000 





+3 ie LEVENENSIS., 10/0, 93 GO, 

& 59 ONTINALIS.. 258. 5) §0S - 
FRY SALMO FARIO | ..... .2......0018..308. 59 608 4 

= jiu LEVENENSISGbaLiendod.e doe ty 

” ” FONTINAILS caer 40s, ,, 80s, 3 


YEARLINGS AT PROPORTIONATE RATES, 
Hatching Apparatus, and Fishing Tackle of all 


INDEMAURS 
NATURAL BAIT'* 


PRESERVED 
ROACH, DACE, GUDGEON 


is. 6d. per dozen, post free, 





_ kinds supplied. 
Advice given, and Fisheries laid out. 


53, PEAR TREE ROAD, DERBY. 





ADDRESS + < 


THOMAS FORD, 


MANOR FISHERY, 
Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


4 ree ‘ ; s 
§ Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 130 different flies with ways of manu- 
acture and seasons of use. 




















FoR ORNAMENTAL PonDS AND AQUARIA. 





GOLD FISH (Gold-Orfen) 


FOR SALE ar R. ECKHARDT’S, 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. 


Kivers, and Ponds, 


LONDON & COUNTY 


ADVANGE & DISCOUNT 


COMPANY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 


1 £10 to £500, at mode- 


rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 


57 & 58, 
CHANCERY LANE, 


Joun STONE, Sec. 


ALMON, TROUT, CHAR, GRAY: 

LING and other OVA and FRY for Stocking Lakes, 

_ Every country house should have its 

fish pond. Instructions and price-list on application,—J, J. 
AgmisTEAD, Solway Fishery, Dumfries, N.B, 


5, 6,7, 8, & 9, Booksellers’ Row, Strand; an 


Perch Struggling in the Water) just finished. Price — 


‘ tional Fisheries Exhibition, 1883. ae 









COMFORT 1n WALKING, 







BASY WIDE WELT 


BOOTS & SHOES 


Are the most comfortable, ; 
All sizes in stock, 
Th 
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11, Masons’ Avenue, Basinghall Street, E.C. 










HOLLA! HERE’S A WHOPPER! 


The above is the title of a Painting (A Large _ 


IO guineas complete, in handsome frame. ~“¥ 
T. G. TARGETT, ‘j 
Piscatorial Artist, a3 | 

Wilton Road, Salisbury. ey 


Silver Medal and Diploma at the Great Internas 
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NOQTIC =. 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c,, must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisuinc Gazerrz, No. ¥ey 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MS§S, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, 


_ Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 


names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of gocd faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. 

Tue Fisurnc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The ny ys Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpos 
free, ros, 6d, 

To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ot 
Tue Fisuine Gazettr, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, 
American Office and Agency, mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York. 
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DAY’S POND. 


“ \ X J HO is game to get up to-morrow at the screech of dawn 
to try Day’s pond for perch with wasp-grub ?” asks the 


son of the house of a small circle of the select spirits collected 


under the paternal roof for the first week of September, as, the 
ladies having retired to roost, the males are enjoying a sleep- 


_ inducing pipe before the kitchen fire—to my mind the cosiest of 


all places for the purpose in a house which does not boast the 
luxury of a many-divanned smoking-room, and whose male in- 
habitants are too respectful of the ladies’ feelings to sully any of 
the sitting-rooms with the clinging smell of the noxious weed. 
“Tam,” I answer, amidst the dignified silence of the others, who 
sit ruminating on the doubtful joy of an early two-mile walk to 
catch perch, when after breakfast there is plenty of walking to be 
had after the birds. ‘* Well, we shall have to go out and take 
that wasp’s nest at the bottom of the garden now,” is the remark, 
which makes me look rather blue at the prospect of leaving the 
cosy fireside to tramp over the dewy lawns armed with lantern 
and squibs, to invade the home of ‘them dratted wasps” who 
-have been enjoying the old gardener’s fruit for already too long. 
However, in for a penny in for a pound; so after rolling up a 
powder squib to that perfect consistency which is not dry enough 
to explode, blowing your fingers off, or wet enough to refuse to 
fizzle, we are soon groping in the tool-house for a spade to dig 
the ‘‘ varmints” out with. ‘‘ Now, then, in with it!” I shout,-as my 
companion dallies with the squib outside the hole, trying to see 
which way it runs into the earth, for I know that if ever a wasp 
~comes out unstupefied that wasp will make for me, as I am one 
of those apparently tempting people whom no wasp can resist 
stinging. i remember once, when fishing a stream, a wasp got 
half-way up my arm and stung me there. Immediately I beat my 
arm and tore off my coat, but not finding him, concluded that he 
had fallen out—only to be rudely undeceived half an hour later by a 
furious sting in the ribs. Again I beat myself like an infuriated 
gorilla all round the wounded spot, and laughed with glee as I 
thought what a mangled mass that wasp must be. An hour 
» afterwards, as I was walking home, the pertinacious beast stung 
me on the leg, and no amount of beating and searching could 
find him. Would you believe it —when going to bed, taking my 
left sock off, there was the same old wasp, who got in one more 
good stab before my frightful vengeance descended on him. 
This night, however, I was not doomed to such ill-luck, for the 
fine cakes of fat grubs were stolen from their suffocated owners 
successfully, and we retired unwounded to bed, having set the 
alarm for 4.30 a.m. Brrr-h goes the horrid thing close to my 
ear, bringing me out of bed wide awake in a moment, and going 
on in the most aggravating way until I could have beaten its 
works out for insinuating that I was not awake. When dressed 
and down there arises a cry of “No floats.” ‘ Well, let’s make 
some as soon as possible; have you got a goose wing anywhere ?” 
Task. ‘‘ Yes, here is one in the housemaid’s closet.” ‘‘ All right, 
this will do,’ I answer, plucking three or four of the primest 
quills from the industrious duster’s duster. Now for a knife, and 
the feather ends fly off, a notch is cut quarter of an inch higher 
up for the line to run through, one quill is cut up into small 
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‘with silk, and with a brass wire ring. 


pieces for keepers to hold the line at the top, and half-a-dozen 
floats are made, not very ornamental, but highly useful, and which 
will ride the water as well as the best porcupine quill much bound 
‘Everything ready—right 
away,’ being now the word, we trudge off down the church lane, 
past the pretty church itself, with its well-kept ‘“God’s acre,” 
under whose boundary wall runs the, pebbly brook in which in 
times past we have tickled many a dozen trout, and upon whose 
banks we learnt to knock over bunnies kicked up out of the rank 
grass, bounding at fullspeed for the neighbouring spinney. Up 
past the ruined cottage full of memories of a grand cat hunt, 
ending in a glorious worry of the poacher; but hush! such things 
are “‘cruelty to animals” now. A walk like this, through scenes 
which bring up crowds of recollections, each forming a subject 
for pleasant conversation, beginning, ‘Do you remember?’? is 
no labour, but passes quickly by unnoticed. So we found it, the 
good two miles seeming as nothing in the fresh morning air, and 
we were almost surprised to arrive so soon at the meadow, at the 
bottom of which lay the small pool, encircled on three sides with 
a fringe of shrubs overhung by trees, the fourth side enclosed by 
a low wall supporting a cart road, with a broad wooden stage 
running out into the water to stand upon when filling water carts. 
As this wall formed the dam of the pool the greatest depth lay 
just beneath it, where on a sunny day the larger perch might be 
seen swimming slowly about and round the wooden supports of 
the stage. Our first care is to bait the pool well with the 
forward grubs which, already having assumed the form 
of wasps, are, from their soft and pulpy nature, useless 
for concealing the treacherous steel, but serve well as 
appetite teasers for our prickly-finned friends. Then the stiff 
long rods are put together, the line run through the 
standing rings, the depth well plumbed, the float adjusted, the 
choicest grubs put on three ata time for bait, and we are ready 
to begin, just as the carter’s boy comes whistling merrily to drive 
the reluctant team from their early meal to the hard work of 
harvest. Plop, in go the floats together. Holloa! neither of 
them quite right—one floats on its side while the other slowly 
disappears under water, the former requiring another pellet, the 
latter a little judicious pruning of the BB shot. All right now; 
they both ride in a jaunty way over the little ripples of the morn- 
ing breeze, but not for long in peace. ‘Tug, tug, at each, almost 
simultaneously. ‘‘Givethem plenty oftime.” ‘There was scarce 
ever an angler that has given him too much time.” I quote from 
Walton, and as I finish down goes my float with a steady sideways 
pull. A quiet strike sends the hook home into the grisly jaw of 
a fat }1b. perch, who, notwithstanding his threatening erection 
of a spiky back fin, receives his quietus just as there comes a 
shout from the stage of ‘‘ Missed him, by Jove!”’ and the bait 
flies into the air with the misspent energy of the strike. Now the 
fun waxes fast and furious, as the fish are fairly on the bite, and, 
with many a merry laugh and gibe, we alternately haul the greedy 
rascals out, until there is a goodly pile of flashing coloured prey 
upon the bank. Then, to give them rest in this favourite place, 
we try round among the openings in the shrubs, with varying 
success, until it is again time to give them a turn off the 
stage. In an exciting race round opposite sides for best place on 
the wooden erection my agile companion wins by a length. 
Hardly has his luscious bait settled down in the water when the 
float dashes under, and his sharp strike is answered by a rush 
that makes the reel whizz furiously. ‘‘Nevera trout, surely,” 
shouts the excited angler, hanging on for grim death. ‘‘ Trout! 
no, not in this place.” After one first effort the fish 
succumbs quietly, allowing itself to be drawn to the bank in a way 
that no troutlet ever hatched would permit, and proves to be a_ 
fine specimen of the physician of fish, the tench, weighing 23 lb. 
‘*Oh, you cowardly brute—you haven’t got the pluck of a perch, 
is all the thanks that the red-eyed craven gets for not having 
made more efforts to break my friend’s light tackle to ribbons. 
Such is life. The tench has been called the physician of fish 
from the old notion of his medicinal qualities, by which not man 
only was supposed to benefit, but all other fish. Hence we read 
in Draper’s poem :— 
‘¢ The pike, fell tyrant of the liquid plaia, __ 

With ravenous waste devours his fellow train ; 

Yet, howsoe’er, with raging famine pined, 

The tench he spares, a medicinal kind, 

For when by wounds distressed, or sore disease, 

He courts the salutary fish for ease : 

Close to his scales, the kind physician glides 

And sweats a healing balsam from his sides.’’ 

After this stroke of luck, whenever the tiniest perch nibbles 
cautiously at the bait, the excitement is greatly heightened by. 
the hope that it may prove another whopper. However, kind 
Providence grants us not another, so the perch tiring of being 
caught just when we are beginning to tire of catching them, we 
reel up and count out three and a half dozen perch from the heap 
to the basket, which being to smali to accommodate the tench, 
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he is dangled in the landing-net—a cause of astonishment and 
delight to the yokels whom we pass on their way to the harvest 
fields. Leaving a good dish of perch at the farmhouse, which is 
now all astir like a busy hive, we stride off home with light hearts 
and lighter stomachs, prepared to do justice to a hearty break- 
fast before setting out to search the stubbles for fresh prey. 
VINCENS. 








“ON GRAYLING.” 


HE above is the title of a paper, by John Brunton, M.A., 
M.D., read to the Piscatorial Society, on the oth of January, 
1882, and printed by special request of the meeting; F. H. 
Lemann, Esq., in the chair. It is published by Messrs. Darling 
and Son, 35, Eastcheap, London. 

Dr. Brunton is well known as one of our best all-round anglers, 
but his chief delight is in fly-fishing for trout and grayling. 
Among our large acquaintance of angling friends there are some 
whom we always look upon as out-and-out enthusiasts—men who 
never lose an opportunity for angling, who are ever ready to talk 
about it, and never tire of contemplating it. They practise it in 
all fair ways, and look at it from all sides—practical, theoretical, 
and critical. The uncertainties about it are to them a never- 
ending source of interest and study. Start some unsettled question 
on the habits of fish or their food, on the influence of the ele- 
ments as affec'ing sport, and they are quickly in the midst of the 
fray, demonstrating, arguing, quoting instance on instance from 
their own experience to prove their views. But rarely dogmatical, 
and ever as ready to learn as to teach, they form by far the best 
companions, whether for the riverside or the fireside. Lucky are 
the anglers who can count among their friends such enthusiasts. 
One of these, the one we have had particularly in view in writing 
these lines, is the author of this most practical and picturesque 
paper on the grayling. Next to trout-fishing, no angling has 
such a fascination for us as that for grayling, and it was with very 
great pleasure that we followed Dr. Brunton through his pleasant 
pages. No grayling angler can read it without seeing that the 
Doctor has a thorough knowledge of his subject, and that his 
advice is thoroughly sound and founded on experience; in fact, 
we cannot call to mind in any work a more complete and 
true account of the grayling and how it should be fished 
for with the fly. On one point we confess the Doctor has con- 
firmed an opinion we somewhat doubtingly held as to the origin 
ofthe grayling in this country. In spite of the generally-accepted 
view that the fish was introduced by the monks, we have always 
felt inclined to consider it as indigenous, and Dr. Brunton’s 
strong arguments leave room, we think, for no doubt on the 
matter. We have not space to follow the history of the fish and 
the best method of fishing for it with the artificial fly—the only 
legitimate method, in the author’s opinion, and this is almost the 
only point on which we do not quite agree with him. _ At least 
as regards such rivers as the Yore, Wharfe, Yorkshire Dove, &c., 
where it is rarely worth while to fly-fish for grayling from the end 
of October to the end ofthe season: On these rivers in frosty 
weather grayling wiil take a worm freely if it is cleverly and 
daintily put before them by means of the system known as 
‘“swimming the worm” in clear, low wa‘er, quite as artistic, in 
our opinion, as up-stream worm fishing for trout, and much harder 
work. When trout or grayling will take the fly well, we never 
think of using anything else, and would rather catch 10 lb. of 
trout or grayling with fly than zo Jb. in any other way. 








THE AIR-BLADDERIN FISHES. 


Sa recent remarks inthis paper by “ Creel” and ‘‘ Mark 

Antony” on the air-bladder in fishes lead us to give the fol- 
lowing account of this interesting organ, from Dr. Giinther’s great 
work, ‘‘ The Study of Fishes ”’ :— 

“The air-bladder, one of the most characteristic organs of fishes, 
is a hollow sac, formed of several tunics, containing gas, situated 
in the abdominal cavity, but outside the peritoneal sac, entirely 
closed, or communicating by a duct with the intestinal tract. 
Being compressible, its special functions consist in altering the 
specific gravity of the fish. or in changing the centre of gravity. 
In a few fishes it assumes the function of the organ of higher 
vertebrates, of which it is the homologue—viz., of a lung. 

‘The gas contained in the air-bladder is secreted from its inner 
surface. Inmost freshwater fishes it consists of nitrogen with a 
very small quantity of oxygen and.a trace of carbonic acid; in 
sea fishes, especially those living at some depth, oxygen predo- 
minates, as much as 87 per cent, having beenfound, Davy found 
in the air-bladder or a fresh-run salmon a trace of carbonic acid 
and 10 per cent. of oxygen, the remainder of the gaa being 
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“The air-bladder is absent in Leptocardit*, Cyclostomi, Chondrop- 
terygit, Holocephali, but occurs in all Ganotds, in which, besides, 
its respiratory functions more or less clearly manifest themselves, 
Its occurrence in Zeleostians is most irregular, closely allied 
species sometimes differing from each other in this respect; it 
shows in this sub-class the most extraordinary modifications, but 
has no respiratory functions whatever. “¥ 

‘Constantly situated within the abdominal cavity, below the ve 
tebral column, but outside the sac of the peritoneum, which 
covers only its ventral portion, the air-bladder 1s frequently pro- 
longed into the tail, the prolongation being either simple and 
lodged between the non-united parapophyses, or double and pene- 
trating between the muscles and hemapophyses of each side. In 
the opposite direction processes of the air-bladder may penetrate 
into the skull. In many TZ e/eosfe¢ a most remarkable relation 
obtains between the organ of hearing and the air-bladder. Ip 
most simple form this connection is established in Percozds (perch) 
and the allied families, in which the two anterior horns of the 
air-bladder are attached to fontanelles of the occipital region of 
the skull, the vestibulum occupying the opposite side of the 
membrane by which the fontanelle is closed. In some fishes the 
air-bladder is almost loose in the abdominal cavity, whilst in 
others it adheres most intimately by firm and short tissue to the 
vertebral column, the walls of the abdomen, and the intestines 
In the Coditina (loaches) and many siluroids (cat-fishes) it is 
more or less completely enclesed in osseous capsules formed by 
the vertebree. . 

“The tunics of the majority of air-bladders are an extremely fine 
internal one, frequently shining silvery, containing crystalline 
corpuscles, sometimes covered with a pavement—epithelium ; and 
a thicker outer one of a fibrous. texture, which sometim’s attains 
to a considerable thickness and yields isinglas. This wall is 
strengthened in many fishes by muscular layers for the compres- 
sion of the whole organ or of some portion of it. = a 

‘A distinction has been made between air-bladders which com- 
municate by aduct with the intestinal tract or canal, and those 
which are entirely closed. However, it is to be remembered 
that at an early stage of development all air-bladders are pro- 
vided with such a duct, which ina part of the fishes more or less 
completely disappears, being then represented by a fine ligament 
only. In young Luczoperca (pike-perch) of 6 to 8 inches in length 
the duct may be found'still open for a considerable distance ; and, 
on the other hand, in adult Phystomi (cat-fishes), that is, tele- 
osteous fishes with a pneumatic duct, not rarely the whole duct is 
found very narrow, or, for some part of its length, even entirely 
closed. ; 

“Some siluroids possess a peculiar apparatus for voluntarill 
exercising a pressure upon the air-bladder. From the first 
vertebra a process takes its origin on each side, expanding at its 
end into a large round plate; tis is applied to the side of the 
air-bladder, and by pressing upon it expels the air through the 
duct ; the small muscle moving the plate rises from the skull. 

‘‘In the modifications of the air-bladder hitherto mentioned, 
the chief and most general function is a mechanical one. Thi 
organ serves to regulate the specific gravity of the fish to aid \ 
in maintaining a particular level in the water in rising or sinking 
in raising or depressing the front part of its body as cccastal 
may serve. Yet a secretion of gas from the blood into its cavity 
must take place; and if this be so, it is not at all impossible that 
also an exchange of gases between the two kinds of bloodi 
effected by means of the extraordinary development of the refi 
mirabilza in many air-bladders. 

“In all fishes the arteries of the air-bladder take their origin 
from the aorta or the system of the aorta, and its veins retur 
either to the portal, or vertebral, or hepatic veins ; like the other 
organs of the abdominal cavity, it receives arterial blood and 
returns venous blood. However, in many fishes the arteries as. 
well as veins break up below the inner membrane into rela 
mirabilia in various ways. The terminal ramifications of the 
arteries may dissolve into fan-like tufts of capillaries over almost 
every part of the inner surface, as in Cyprinoids (members of the 
carp family); or these tufts .of radiating capillaries are more 
localised at various places, as in Esocidse (members of the pike 
family); or the tufts are so aggregated as to form gland-like, 
red bodies, the capillaries re-uniting into larger vessels, which 
again ramify freely round the border of the red body. The req 
bodies are formed not only by minute arteries, but also 
minute veins, both freely anastomising with its kind, and being 


























* Zeptocardii, represented almost exclusively by the *¢ Lancelet,”” “ the iB ves} 
in the scale of fishes.’” Cyclostomi, the lampreys. Chondropterygii, shar’ Se 
rays, and chimeras, JYolocephula, species of sharks. Ganoidei, chiefly fossil 
fish —the living representatives of this order are very few, and, accarding to Dr 
Giinthey, evidently verging towards total extinction. Teegortel, these include 
the Percide, Salmonidw, Cyprinids, Egocidie, Murentde, and other bony 
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‘inextricably interwoven. The rest of the inner surface of the 
air-bladder receives its blood, not from the red bodies, but from 
normally ramifying bodies. This kind of rete mirabile or “vaso- 
ganglion” is found in the perch and ganoids ; it is generally dis- 
tributed in closed air-bladders, but also sometimes observed in 
air-bladders with pneumatic duct. In Anguilla and Conger two 
similar vaso-ganglia are situated at the sides of the opening of 
the pneumatic duct. . . . ” 

Mr. H. Cholmondeley-Pennell, in his ** Angler Naturalist,” bas 
some interesting notes on the air-bladder of fishes. He says :— 
‘Many species, though wanting this apparatus, have nearly the 
same habits as those which are possessed of it.” _ 








THE FLOUNDER (PLATESSA FLESSUS). 


ey connection with interesting experiment which has recently 
been made by the Thames Angling Preservation Society in 


_ placing some thousands of young flounders above Teddington, a 


- Yarrell, &c., will be of interest. 


short description of the fish from Couch’s ‘“ British Fishes,” 
The accompanying illustration 
is by Mr. James Temple. Couch says (vol. iii. p. $65hs/e" Fhe 
flounder is, more than others of this family, a fish of the shore, 
from which it never goes far; and it gives a preference to harbours 


into which a river flows, and which it traverses with the tide in 












search of worms or crustaceous animals; but it does not always 
retire with the sea, and fresh water seemsat times to have a par- 





FLOUSEERS 


‘ticular charm for it, as it occasionally wanders upward ‘in the 
deeper rivers to a considerable distance, and there it assumes a 
new appearance as regards colour, as well as that it is said to 
suffer loss in the quality of its flesh ; but it seems doubtful whether 
it ever breeds in fresh water.* 
* * * * * * 

“‘T have found the roe full size from the middle of December, 
the spawn being deposited in the tide-way of rivers; and I have 
valso known the young to be excluded about the end of April, 

hen they may be seen in the stiller parts of pools, their structure 
easily seen through, and moving in all directions, either flat or 





*In his ‘*Natural History of British Fishes,’’ the late Frank Buckland 
/mentivns the increase of flounders in the Thames as an instance of its greater 
urity —Ep 
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on their edge. With us the fish seldom exceeds the length of a 
foot, and the heaviest I have a memorandum of weighed 13 |b. ; 
but it ‘s said to have acquired a much larger size. There is 
reason to suppose that the females are larger than the males.” 

Yarrell, in his ‘History of British Fishes” (vol. i. p. 612), 
says: ‘‘The flounder is one of the most common of the flat fish, 
and is found in the sea and near the mouths of large rivers all 
around our coast, being more particularly abundant where the 
bottom is soft, whether of sand, clay, or mud. In Scotland it is 
termed ‘Fluke’ and ‘ Mayock Fleuke,’ at Yarmouth ‘Butt.’ In 
the Thames itis taken as high vp as Teddington and Sunbury. 
Mr. Jesse mentions having seen the flounder pursue minnows 
with great eagerness into the shallows where the Mole runs into 
the Thames at Hampton Court. This Species is caught in con- 
siderable quantities from Deptford to Richmond by Thames 
fishermen, who, with the assistance of an apprentice, use a net of 
a particular sort, called a truck-net or truck-sean. One end of 
this net is fixed for a short time by an anchor or grapple, and its 
situation marked by a floating buoy; the boat is then rowed, or 
rather sculled, by the apprentice in a circle, the fisherman near 
the stern handing out and clearing the net. When the circle is 
completed and a space inclosed the net is hauled in near the 
starting point across the fixed end. . . . . The flounder 
feeds upon aquatic insects, worms, and small:fishes, and has been 
known to acquire the weight of 4 1b., but is not usually seen 
nearly so large. It spawns in February or March, and the young 
flounders may be seen alive by the end of April. 

In the “Art of Angling,” &c., written by R. Brookes, and 
published in 1740, we find the following note on the flounder :— 

‘The flounder, in Latin Passer fluviatilis, is in shape much like 
a plaice, only the-body is somewhat longer, and when it is full- 
grown it is thicker. The colour is of a dirty olive. Sometimes 
they are beautifully spotted, but I have never met with any of 
these except far up the river. The scales are exceedingly small, 
and adhere so closely to the skin that there is no perceivable 
roughness on it. The lateral line is composed of small prickles, 
from whence arises that roughness which may be felt along it 
from the head to the tail. The eyes are on the right side, and 
are of the same colour as the body, only alittle more grey. The 
mouth is small, the tongue narrow, and there isa row of teeth in 
both jaws. The flounder is both a river and a sea fish, but the 
former are not so black, and are more soft than the latter. But 
this difference seems to arise only from the nature of their food. 
They are in season all the year except in June and July, which is 
their time of spawning, and then they are sick and flabby, and 
infested with worms which breed in their backs. . . . . It 
is the nature of all flat fish to lie and feed at the bottom; some, 
indeed, are fond of mud, but the flounder avoids it as much as 
possible, delighting to lie on sandy or gravelly bottoms, especially 
on the declivity of a deep hole near a bank. 

They may be angled for either with a float or running bullet 
(ledger), but I prefer the latter. The bullet should rest at least 
a foot from the hook, that the bait may be at liberty to be put in 
motion by the water. If you use a float let it lie flat on the water, 
and when you perceive it to move along slowly, and soon after 
become upright, then strike, and you’ll be sure of your prey. 
But always remember that he is some time in sucking the bait 
into his mouth before he gorges. The best baits are red worms, 
or very small marsh worms put on a small hook. You should 
bait the ground with a handful of small red worms cut in two 
pieces. They may be angled for all the day, but early in the 
morning is the likeliest time.” 

Perhaps Mr. Spreckley, who takes such a great interest in this 
important flounder question—for it is an important question, 
seeing that so many men earn their living by flounder-tishing— 
will kindly make some inquiries, aud see how the above par- 
ticulars are borne out by the experience of the Thames fichermen 
who engage in this fishery. Many years ago we had some 
fishing in the Yare, at Brading, in the Isle of Wight, and after 
catching several coarse fish well remember wondering what we 
had got hold of until a good-sized flounder made his appearance 
after giving excellent sport, as did many others which we caught 
there afterwards. ‘Ti.e peculiar strong wavy motion of a flounder 
is a sensation quite different from that of any other fish when 
hooked. 








GRANT’S CORDIALS FOR SPORTSMEN. 


R. THOMAS GRANT, wine merchant and distiller, of 
Maidstone, has sent us samples of his celebrated Morvella 
Cherry Brandy—* Queen’s Quality ” and ‘‘ Sportsmen’s Quality,” 
Of these we like the latter best, as it seems to contain a little 
more spirit than the other. But the only fault we have to find 
with either quality is that Mr. Grant did not send enough to 
enable us to give them what we should like—viz., a fair sest. 
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CLUB REPORTS: 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr, Partrick weighed in roach 5 15., and saved the club from a blank. The 
smoking concert, on Monday, was well attended, and there was some excellent 
harmony throughout the evening. The following are the names of those who 
sang :—Meersrs. W. Say, Field, Partrick, Cecil, Gripton, Lyons, Maltby, 
Stevens, Heymy, de Costa, Butler, Richardson, Hayward, Midson, Harvey, 
Harry Anderson, Robinson, sen., and Gretton. Several were encored two 
and three times. Mr. Ghurney attended at the club-house, on Wednesday, 
and opened the contribution boxes—the total amount from the three was 
£2 138. 6d. Wednesday next, the 28thinst , will be general meeting night, 
“when the rules can be altered, supper voted for, and date fixed for the distribu- 


tion of prizes. Mr. Bryant’s prize will be fished for on the 25th inst., heaviest 
weight to win.—J. WORLEDGE, 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
* Since my last report, I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 
£2 13s. 6d. from the donation boxes at tae smoking concert of the Amicable 
Brothers’ Angling Society, Bald-faced Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, on 
the roth inst.—R. GHURNEY, sec. 





BRIGHTON ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

We had acompetition at Berwick on Monday last, but the weather kept 
many away from trying their hand at the favouri'e sport, rain falling very much 
during the day. The association offered three good prizes, neither of which 
were taken. Mr. J. Page secured a nice bream, but, being unable to land the 
fish himself, was debarred from weighing in, according to rules,—A. H. Dot- 
TON, hon. sec. 





BRISTOL GOLDEN CARP ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On Saturday last, Nov. 17th, the second contest of the season took place in 
the canal at Bradford-on-Avon under mos* unfavourable weather), when about 
forty members competed. Thisis, f think, the smallest lot of competitors we 
ever had, and I have no doubt the cause arises from its having been. held on 
a Saturday. Nevertheless, the catches were remarkably good, and far eXcels 
any contest we ever had. The pegging and judging arrangements were again 
most carefully carried out by Mr. John Inch and Mr H. Warr, whilst the 
weighing of fish (which gave grean satisfaction) was conducted by our worthy 
president, Mr. J. Hadden, and oar worthy vice-president, Mr. H. Inch. The 
prizes, which number about thirty , are all very good in value, and will be dis- 
tributed to successful members (of which we append a list in order named) on 
Monday next :—Messrs. Tippitt, Milron, Tricke t, Sparks, Oxenham, Cox, 
Withers, Moody, Franklin, Whie David, Matthews, Bryant, Clements and- 
Hadden (tie), Alway, Foord and Gee (tie), Snailham, Hodgson, A. Helliar, 
Payne, Mallett, Glass and Heard (ties), H. Inch, Allen, Tovey, Lewis, Baker, 
Freake and Box (ties.) 





BURDETT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We have had but little sport during the past fortnight, only four members 
weighing in during that time :—Mr. Syadell, two jack, 3lb. 20z. and 
I lb. 10} oz.; Mr. F. Shervill, two jack, 3 lb. 13 oz, and 2 1b. I oz.; Mr. 
Kerry, on- jack, 13 }b.; Mr. Hopkins, one chub, 1 lb. 3 0z., and 1 lb. 7 oz. of 
roach.—T. G. WALKER. 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Messrs. Lee, Driesion, Bowman, and Horley have been leading the way with 
shows of fish since the commencement of the new season, November rt. The 
annual distribution of prizes will take place on Thursday, the 22ndinst , and the 
annual supper on the 29th, at the club house. Mr. Crumplen has promised to 
read his valuable paper, ‘ On the Culture of Coarse Fish, ’ before the sociey 
on Thursday evenivg, December 6, when we hope to see as many friends as 
possible.—G. C. 

CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 

There was a scarcity of fish on the 18th inst. it seems, only one of our 
members being able to weigh in. Mr. Wells brought home some roach and 
dace. On the 25th inst. there are three prizes to be won: Ios. 6d., given by 
Mr, Wilson, for the gross weight of any fish ; a very handsome walking stick, 
given bya friend, for the second gross weight ; and a prize, given by Mr. 
Dockree, for the third gross weight.—J. W. Powe, sec. 





CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The last return visit of angling clubs on the Central Association list took 
place on the 13th instant. Mr. Willcockson occupied the chair, faced by Mr. 
J. Penn. About seventy anglers and friends attended, some first-rate songs 
were sung by the following gentlemen :—Mr. Willcockson, 3, Mr. Penn, 2, 
Mr. Brockwell, 2, Mr. Thorling, 2, Mr. Hall, Mr. Neale and seve ral others. 
When the roll was called by our secretary, Mr. Burwash, jun., there were only 
ten clubs represented, viz., Amicable Waltonians, Reform, Clerkenweli Pisca- 
torials, Buckland, Original Clerkenwell Piscatorial, Fitzroy, Lincoln, St. John 
Eustonians, City of London. A roving match will take place at Ware on 
the 25th for three valuable prizes, given by Messrs. Burwash, Penn, and 
Wright, all fish to weigh according to the ru'es. 

N.B., The third half yearly supper will take place on next Wednesday, 
Nov. 28th, chairman Mr. Willcockson, vice Mr. J. Penn. Supper on table 
at 8.30 sharp, any gentleman that can favour us with his company after 9.30 
will be esteemed.—OLD NIGGER. 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY, 

Mr. Keiley has had some good sport in the Kennet, taking in one day, with 
some other good fish—three jack, weighing respectively 4, 3, and 2} lb. 
Messrs. S. Parsons and C, Baker, on Monday last, at Brentford Docks, secured 
six dozen roach, weighing about 12 1b. In my report of last week I omitted 
to mention that H. Mansell, of Richmond, was the fisherman engaged with 
Messrs. West and Gordon, when they had the successful takes of fish there 
referred to.—J. G. Lu Grys, hon. sec. 

GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
An extraordinary meeting of this society has been called for Friday evening, 
to take into consideration the position in which it stands with 
reference to the case of ‘ Re Heigham Sounds.’’ This case was 
entered into on behaif of the public generally, a belief existing amongst many 
of the members, and shared in by the vast majority of the public, that these 


waters, being tidal and navigable, were really public property —at least, in so far 
as the rights of angling and sailing thereon was concerned, and, there 
waters in which everyone had a legal privilege to angle when he thought 
In support of this supposition the case was begun and is still pending. 
public have up to the present subscribed fa‘rly reasonably, but as law 
expensive luxury, we now find all our funds expended, and we will be obliged 
shortly to make another appeal. I may state that, having been advised by: 
best authority on such subjects in the country that our case is really a good 
I think it will be a great pity if it should fall through for the want of funds 
we now require is something like £40, and surely the public will not allow 
just rights to be snatched from them, when by subscribing so small an am 
these rights will be secured. Subscriptions wi'l be thankfully received by 
treasurer, A. Mitchell, Esq., M.D., and any other member of the soci 
J. Lark, hon. sec. : 















































































GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. , 
Our smoking concert took place on the 13th inst., and was a great succe 
our large room being filled. Mr, T. Crumplen and Mr. Field presided, a 
were supported by Mr. Chas. Hatfield, Dr. A. OC. Tucker, Mr. Ghurney, 
many others. ‘There was more talent there than could be made use of. J 
C. Hatfield was in capital voice and gave ‘* John Barleycorn ’? in first-rate style 
Mr.Thorley, Mr. Salmon, Mr. F. Lyon, Mr. Tibbatts, Mr. Mason, Mr. Hugg 
and others gave some capital songs, for which I sincerely thank them on beha 
of the society, and I am sure when our box is opened we shall be able to giv 
over a good sum to that noble institution that is doing so much good to the 
distressed anglers—the Benevolent Society.—R. Morpay. a 


HOXTON BROTHER»’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 4 
On the 18th several members were out, Mr. J. Osborne winning the pro- 
prietor’s daily prize with 71b. 73 0z. of roach; 





closely followed by G. Sw 
nerton with 71b. 34 0z. splendid roach, from the Lea, at St. Muirgaret’s; 
Cooper had chab. Other members had roach and dace. No jac were shown, 
—R. GHuRNEY. 


INDEPENDENT BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. a 

Our members this weex have had some very nice fish. Mr. Leader, roach an! 
dace, one roach weighing 1 lb.; Mr. Clarke, roach and dace ; Mr. F_ Robb 
carp; and Mr. H. Moore, jack. ound ia the train going to Shepperto 
the 18th, a fishing rod; the owner can have the same by applying to the secre- 
tary at the club house, Brownlow Arms, Betterton Street, Drury Lane, W.C, 
on Tuesday or Sunday evenings —H. Moor, sec. cat 


KNIGHTS OF KNIGHTSBRIDGE ANGLING SOCIETY. a 
The membe:s of the above fished a roving mitch oa the 18th inst., a 
Cookham, for some valuable prizes. The members making up a sweepstakes 
at the same time had the desired effect of a good muster, and after a very 
enjoyab'e day, nearly a'l having fish, the following were the successful 
members:—Mr. Young, jun., Ist, with roach and dace; Mr. E, Saunder, 2nd, 
with some good roach, the largest scaling I lb, 5 02.5 Mr, Sewel, 3rd, chub 
and dace; Mr. Sch'othauer, 4th, roach and dace; Mr, Ducker, 5th, roag 
Mr, Young, sen., 6th, with dace.—W. Dutton, 


LINCOLN ANGLING SOC(ETY. ‘ 
Our members fished a pe2-down match on the 18sh inst., at St. Margaret: 
for three prizes. Mr. Bingle, our one-armed champion, succeeded ia winnin 
two out of them, the other one not being taken. A. tray of very pretty ro 
and perca were weighed in. We should have had much better sport, but 
cf our members, being dissatisfied with his swim, took the liberty, wit 
asking the umpire’s permission, of examining the bottom of the river, but 
cleverly gaffed and landed in Mr. Webb's cockle shell, all highly coloured 
varnished. He gave such an elaborate accouat of a big jack he had se 
the bottom, that another of our members took a header in, to see whethe 
could follow him to his haunt, but was beautifully landed, a pretty pictura 
Mr. Blyth’s landing net. The last catastrophe that occurred was with 
brother, Mr. Blyth, who had the misfortune to be caught with his own pate 
noster in the lower part of the back, which had to be extricated, amidst 
mu'titude of railway pissengers, by depriving him of a piece of check about, 
inches square. Our worthy host of the Liocoln Arms thinks of offering £ ) to 
purchase a collar, chain, and anchor, to prevent the recurrence of such anothe 
calamity.—F. W. Lopp, sec. pro tem. ; 














LIVERPOOL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 
We had our annual reunion on the 15th inst. The weather was most unf: 
able—one of those chillingly cold wet evenings common to November. 
in spite of this, some thirty members and friends sat down to the ex! 
dinner provided by Mr, aad Mrs. W. Jones. A separate word of praise 
be given to Mrs. Jones for the perfection with which the various eatables: 
placed before the company, the unanimous verdict being “ Welldone.’” Q 
new feature in table decoration was carried out on this occasion —a d 
live trout and golden tench. These were, on the inspiration of Mr. J. 
kindly sent us by Colonel Masefield, of Ellerton Hall, Newport, Salop, 
were, according to his advice, distributed in five glass vessels in the form | 
pyramid, neatly and artistically designed and carried out by Mr. H.V 
which met with, and deserved, the praises of those present. These fish 
alive, and an aquarium is being specially prepared for them to be kept 
it is to be hoped they will live for some time. After the ground baitit 
been got through, and the fragments (literally) removed, Mr. G. Pratche 
the chair, and Mr. W. Pearson sat opposite, and the punch and tooacc' 
into requisition. The following were the toasts :—'‘ The Queen and 
Family,’’ Mr. Macready siaging a verse of the National air; ‘¢ The Li 
Angling Association,”’ coupled with the name of Mr. Pratchett ; ‘‘ Th 
of the Association,” coupled with the name of Mr. W. Jones, treasure’ 
Donors of Prizes,’’ coupled with the name of Mr. Durant; ‘The. W 
Prizes,’ coupled with the name of Mr. FE. Chandler; ‘* The Visitors, 
with the name of Mr. Godsoe ; 
‘‘ The Host and Hostess,’’ and ‘‘ The Vice-Chairman,” Mr. W. son. 
McCall—kindly brought by Mr. E. Crellin—presided at the piano, ane 
ably discoursed sweet music. Numerous songs were interspersed between te 
toasts and speeches, the more noted being “ The Blue Alsatian Mountai 
Mr. Deacon (another friend brought by Mr. E. Crellin, and who sang § 
capital songs during the evening) ; « Sailing, Sailing,” by Mr. J. Hump 
who also sang two or three good ditties, and was in rare voice , “The F 
Boy,”’ by Mr, W. Jones, another born vocalist ; ‘ Sparkling Brown Be 
Mr, J. Evans; ‘‘ Aw don’t care if Aw doo,’”? by Mr. E, Chandler ; 
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of Nelson,’? by Mr. Macready. And so the time sped by all too rapidly, amid 
toast and speech and song, until in the small hours of the morning the party 


or up, highly pleased with everything and each other.—R. WOooLFALL, 
hon. sec. 


LIVERPOOL CENTRAL ANGLING ASSOCIATION. 

The first dinner of this prosperous club was held at the club-room, 120, 
Dale-street, ender most agreeable circumstances. Twenty-four members sat 
down to partake of Host Armitage’s plenteous and excellent catering, and 
among the visitors were several from kindred societies, including the inde- 
fatigable hon. sec. of the Liverpool Angling Association, Mr. R. Wooilfall. A 
most pleasant evening was spent. Several of the members contributed to the 
harmony of the occasion by their excellent vocal and instrumental talent. The 
chairman, Mr. Jukes, and the hon. sec, Mr. Wilds, spared no trouble to 
make the dinner a success, and their pains were most enthusiastically recognised, 
The meeting was closed at twelve o’clock, each one parting wishing for many 
happy returns of the day.—PIscATor. 





NEW WALTON AND COTTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Since my last report the follcwing members have weighed in fish:—On 
Noy. 18, Mr. Stocker, chub ; and on Nov. 21, Mr. Hallam, jack, 3 lb. 10} oz. 
—W. T. Hawkins, hon. sec. 


NORTH WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Plenty of members out, but litle results, on the 18th inst. The following 
members weighed in jack in the evening :—Messrs. Plumpton, sen., F. Plimp- 
ton, J. Grindley. Two members had a day at Hatfield last Friday, and had 
a nice take of fsh—roach, dace, and jack. While one of them was fishing with 
a small jack he got arun ; but, unfortunately, the hook turned into the bait, 
and the fish got away, which, he says, was just like his luck. I wish him 
better luck when he tries again. —W. HiLt1mr, sec. 


ORIGINAL ALEXANDER ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 18th inst. the members of this society (whose mee'ings are held at 
the Wellington, Three Colt Lane, Bethnal Green) fished a match at St. 
Margaret’s, for four prizes, which resulted in J. Seigerberg, jun,, taking the 
first prize with a pike weighing 2 lb. 6 oz., this being the first match that he 
had ever fished in.— R. FrENcH. 


ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

Our return visit took place on the 20th, and was fairly attended. 
Roberts occupied the chair, faced by Mr. Laundy. The chairman opened the 
harmony in bis old style. There were many capital songs given during the 
evening by Messrs. Wilcockson, L. Gorsuch, Clark, Power, Parkes, Obbard, 
and two gentlemen of the Second Surrey and Independent Brothers. On the 
roll being called the following clubs responded :—The Reform, West Central, 
the Crown, City of London, Second Surrey, Bloomsbury Brothers, Clerkenwell 


Mr. 


'» Piscatorials, the Independent Brothers, the Hoxton Brothers, and the Little 


Independent. The half-yearly supper will take place at our own club on 
December 6.—J. OBBARD. 


PORTSMOUTH WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Several of the members of the above club have been among the roach at 


. Titchfie'd, by the kind permission of G.-Goble, Esq., of Fareham, Mr. Long 


taking in one day 35 lb. weight of very fine fish, the average scaling over 
I lb, 60z.; Mr. Hollander, jun., also, on another occasion, 25 1b. It must be 
remembered that the Titchfield roach are the finest in Hampshire, and several 
of the largest have been selected for setting up as further trophies for the club- 
room. ‘The arrangements are now completed for a series of papers to be read 
fortnightly during the winter season, Mr. W. Tranter (the secretary) opening 
with the first, the subject: ‘‘An Evening with Frank Buckland.’? On the 
occasion there was a very large attendance of the members, who listened with 
a deal of pleasure to some interesting reminiscences of our dear departed, whose 
lifetime was associated with the piscatorial art. Mr. J. S. Dyer is announced 
for the next paper, the subject: ‘‘ Angling and Anglers.’? The rough weather 
has prevented the saltwater anglers from doing much work, although many 
have been out, but with very poor results—only afew whiting and small bass of 
With some fine days better sport may be anticipated, yet the 
harbour fishermen have been out and brought in fair catches of whiting and 
cod (hand lines.) Theclub are now stocking their Emsworth water, which 
they have now fully acquired. Last week they put in about 200 trout yearlings 
in very fine condition, procured from Mr. Andrews, the eminent fish-breeder 
of Guildford.—DAGGERWooD. 
REDDITCH ANGLING CLUB. 

Last year the club decided to make the distribution of prizes won in the 
various matches of the season an occasion for asocial gathering of the members 
of the club, and considerable success attended the effort then made, so much 


_ indeedthat the committee determined to make the celebrationannual. The meeting 


this year was held on Monday last, in Mr. Wright's room, and the 
club may fairly be congratulated on its success, between fifty and sixty members 
being present. The president of the club, the Rev. G. Astbury, took the 
head of the table at supper, and was faced by the hon. sec., Mr. Bryant. After 
supper the toast, ‘‘The Queen,’’ having been duly honoured, the president ex- 
plained that the vice-president, Mr. S. Allcock, who had been selected to distribute 
the prizes, was unfortunately unable to attend, and proposed that in his 
absence the prizes shonld be presented by the hon. secretary, a proposition 
which was carried by acclamation in spite of the latter’s attempt to propose 
After the distribution the president proposed ‘‘ Success to 
the Club,” and congratulated the society on its present position, there being on 
the books no less than one hundred and ten members, and the funds being in 
such a satisfactory condition that, although a large increase had heen made in 
the expenses in consequence of the club/acquiring an increased length of water, 
they would still be able to meet all liabilities. This result was brought about 
by the members sticking well together, and determining to make their club a 
succes?. Mr. Bryant thanked the members for the cordial manner in which 
the mention of his name had been received, and expressed his regret that he 
would be compelled to relinquish the duties of the office very shortly in conse- 
quence of the calls made upon him by other engagements, but he was sure the 
club was now established on so sure a basis that there need be no doubt of its 
-prosperity in the future. Mr. Bryant proposed a vote of thanks to the president 
and vice-president, and in doing so pointed out the great advantage the club 
derived from their services, and still more from their influence. Mr. Astbury and 
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Mr. Allcock were always ready to assist in any movement which had for its object 
the benefit of their fellow townspeople. The Rev. G. Astbury, in acknow- 
ledging the vote, said he believed it to be his duty to support everything good 


- in Redditch, and he considered an angling club to be a good thing for the 


town, and therefore he had always supported it, and should always feel it a 
pleasure to be one of its members. He had joined it from the first because he 
was convinced it was an institution which the town greatly needed. He could 
not give it-so much attention as he would like, but he felt that it was in good 
hands, possessing as it did a good working committee, and he felt sure that 
under its present management it would continue to prosper, and he was sure 
all those present would heartily join him in the vote he was now to propose, 
viz., that the best thanks of the club be accorded to the committee for theic 
valuable services to the club, and he coupled with his vote the name of one of 
the most earnest and enthusiastic members the club possessed—Mr. Guise. 

Mr, Guise, in responding on behalf of the committee, said that no doubt 
the latter had done what they could, but he must say the bulk of the work had 
fallen on the secretary, whom the committee always considered it their duty 
to support. The object of the club, or rather its main object, was to en~ 
courage fair and legitimate angling, and in all their plans and arrangements 
they endeavoured to keep that end in view ; but the club had another mission, 
and that was to help the trade of the town as much as possible, and this they 
had many opportunities of doing, and he hoped they would as a club use those 
opportunities to their fullest extent. As so many of the members were engaged 
in the tackle trade, it was incumbent upon them to know how to use as well as 
to make, for the workman who knows the precise end to be served bya certain 
piece of fishing tackle will certain'y bring more intelligence to bear in its 
manufacture than one who only makes in imitation of another. Usually, no 
doubt, a workman has to make to pattern, and reproduce something which he is 
convincea is a mistake, and he told an amusing story bearing upon the subject. 
Some years ago a manufacturer in Redditch gave a certain pattern of hook to a 
workman with instructions to produce anumber of the same kind. The work- 
man, however, thought the principle of the pattern altogether defective, and 
made up the ordet on an improved plan, and sent them in. The master 
roundly rebuked him. ‘‘When,’’ he said, ‘‘I give thee another order thee'l 
do it exactly as thee art told, and not introduce thy own improvements, and 
remember that we have in the trade to make hooks to catch fools as well as 
fish.’” It has lately become the fashion to attempt to write down Redditch 
among a certain class of tackle makers. No doubt the exigencies of the trade 
compel the sale of much that is inferior, but is not this the case in all trades ? 
Redditch can produce, and does produce, some goods which cannot be sur- 
passed, if indeed equalled by any in the trade, and a well-organised club could 
do, and ought to do, much towards furthering the interests of trade. That 
Redditch anglers are well versed in the art of taking fish is abundantly proved 
by the fact that the ‘‘ takes ’’ of twen'y of the club anglers during the season 
had reached the respectable total of thirteen hundred pounds. Mr. Guise also 
pointed out that there was an attempt being made to amalgamate the various 
clubs in the Midlands, with a view to a better protection of the rivers, and the 
abolition of nets and traps. : 

The President next proposed, amid much applause, a vote of thanks to the 
donors: of prizes, on whose generosity, he said, so much of the success of 
the club depended, and without whose aid much of the eclat of the club’s pro- 
ceedings would be loss. 

Votes of thanks to Mr. Wright for his kindness in lending the room, and to 
Mr. Malins for the excellent way in which he arranged everything in connection 
with the gathering, brought the proceedings to a close, and terminated a 
meeting which was in every way a success, and which will doubtless do much 
to further the interests of the club. 


RODNEY - PISCATORIALS. : 

On the 18th, Messrs. Arnsby, Pyne, Liversage, Dodd, Marsh, Hotham, 
Grant, and several others visited Esher, in hopes of having some sport. For 
a short time after our arrival there in the morning we managed to find a few 
fish, which was soon stopped by the rainwater of Saturday, which rushed dowa 
in torrents, and very soon the river was like a mud pond and the water rushing 
along like a mill race. Mr. Pyne succeeded in winning the first prize; Mr. 
Marsh, the second; and Mr. Arnsby, the third. On December 9, it is decided 
that we a'lcompete, at Taplow, for the following articles :—First, a piece of 
fnrniture, value £2 2s., given by Mr. T. Hughes; second, set of saucepans ; 
third, set of shoe-brushes ; and fourth, a gallon of pickles. —PIXIE. 


SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
CHANGE oF CLUB Housz. 

To the members and friends genera'ly.—Notice is hereby given that on and 
after the 25th inst. our meetings will be held at Mr. Frith’s, the George, 
George Street, Blackfriars Road, S.E,in a more commodious room, when it 
is hoped one and all will attend, and also do that which was requested of them 
by post notice. Wednesday, the 2Ist inst., was fairly attended in respect of 
members, and the business transacted was of some importance. Members are 
also notified that our return visit of the S.L.V. clubs will take place on Wed- 
nesday, December 3, when it is hoped all that can wiil attend at the new club 
house.—I*. H. H. WEsTON, sec. 





: UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

I have the pleasure to inform members of angling societies that the Great 
Western Railway Company have generously added to their list of stations, at 
anglers’ fares, Langley and Slough. These stations will be of great advaht- 
age, as they are clése to the Slough Canal, now rented by the United London 
Fisheries’ Society. In answer to numerous inquiries, I beg to state that the 
new instruction cards, revised and corrected to December 1, will be ready for , 
delivery at the next Central Committee meeting, Monday, December 3.—R. 
GHURNEY, 


WALTONIANS. 

Nov. 11th, Mr. Phillips had roach, 4 1b. 440z.; Nov. 14th, Mr. Phillips 
had two roach, 2 1b, 11} 0z., and a perch, 1 1b. 83 oz.; Nov. 18th, Mr. Hunt 
had roach, 31b. 540z.; Messrs. Morgan, Roland, and Jos. Moore also weighed 
in. 

WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 

Members competed for Mr. Paul Magne’s prize on the 18th inst., which was 
taken by Mr. Guyver, with a nice jack, from the Lea, scaling over 9 lb., which 
has been sent to Mr. Barratt for preservation. Mr. Haddon’s prize will be 
fished for again on the 25th ; also Mr. Coleman's prizes: first, largest weight of 


_jack; second, all fish to weigh ; third, for the largest roach.—J. GUYVER, sec. 
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TIME OF HIGH WA1ER IN THE THAMES, 

For SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2}. 

Morning. Afternoon. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 

Richmond, 


Kit Brown, in six days, 84 1b. of roach, up to 1} 1b. each; Edward Brown, 
in tive days, 70]b.; H. Wheeler, in the same time, 801b,; Job Brain, in three 
days, 42 1b. of roach and dace, one roach weighed 1} 1b , and two 12 Ib. each; 
H. Mansell, in five days, 50 lb. of roach and dace ; and Henry Howard, in one 
day, 12 1b. Of the sank anglers the following weights of fish were registered 
at the Jolly Anglers—Mr. Wessom, 5 lb.; Mr. King, three dozen; Mr. 
Webber, 4 1b.; Mr. Read, 5 lb.; Mr. Wright, two dozen; Mr. Grey, 6 lb. ; 
Mr. Murch, tolb.; and another, tolb.; all roach and dace. At the Water- 
man’s Arms a bank angler weighed in two chub, making together, 8 lb. 


Twickenham. 

George Coxen, in three days, twenty-six dozen of roach and dace; James 
Coxen, in three days, thirty-three dozen; R. Coxen, in the same time, thirty 
dozen; Arthur Tume2r, in one day, 234 dace; James Dunn, in one day, nine 
dozen of roach and dace; R. Moffatt, in one day, four dozen of dace; John 
Spong, in two days, nine dozen of roach and dace; Mr. Beard with George 
Chamberlain, during the week, 250 dace. 


Kingston, 

A punt and a boat were successfully sunk on Montay last just below Myllins’s 
Eyot, in the Kingston Reach, under the personal superiftendence of the Mayor 
ot Kingston. The boats were purchased for this purpose by 'he committee of 
the T.A.P.S. John Johnson, jun., in three days, twelve brace of perch, two 
jack, the largest 41b., and four dozen of roach and dace; John Johns_n, sen., 
in two days, nine perch, about eight dozen of :oach and dace. 


East Moulsey. 


Thomas Wheeler, in one day, six brace of perch, all good fish ; Charles Davis, 
eight brace of perch of a good size. 


Sunbury. 

Messrs, T. and A. Stroud, in five days, fifteen dozen of roach, seven chub, 
and fifteen perch. Messrs. Edward Clarke and Sons, in three days, eighteen 
brace of good-sized perch, and five dozen of roach and dace. Mr. Edward 
Clarke has become a subscribing member of £2 a-year to the Thames Angling 
Preservation Society, and it is hoped other fishermen will also become sub- 
scribers and take a personal interest in the protection of the fishery. Mr. 
Clarke has also placed his boats at the service of the river- keepers. 


Chertsey. 


Mr. Palmer, with James Haslett, in one day, twenty-three perch. 


Shepperton, 
David Hackett, in one day, one jack and one chub. 


Walton. 


Mr. Abbott, with George Hone, in three hours, a jack of 2} lb. and four brace 
of perch. 

The water still being very thicx, not much fishing has been done this last 
week, G. Hone, jun., one dozen of perch, and two dozen of roach and dace ; 
Walford, one dozen of nerch; J. Hone, two dozen of perch; G. Hone, sen., 
three dozen of perch, and a jack of 2} lb.—S_ ROSEWELL. 


Staines, 

Mr. Banfield with John Keene, during the wee'x, forty-six chub and three 
dozen of roach and dace—his best day, thirteen chub, the two largest weighing 
together, 7 lb. J. Keene. jun., one day, thirty brace of perch ; another day, 
forty-one roach, and a chub of 21b.; and another day, seventeen roach, 
weighing 13 lb. 


UPPER THAMES. 





Just as all Thames men were on the gi vive, and eager for patrons to arrive 
so that they could show them real sport after many disappvinting days—just 
when the water was perfection for winter work and fish well on—down comes 
the rain in more than galore, and at the time I write the water is the colour of 
mustard with a dash of mud therein, and angling witit success is ous of the 
question. This state of things in my riverside peregrinations during the past 
three days has caused me toshed many a tear irith the fishermen—the said tear 
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costing me a matter of twopence with an occasional. dash of (with superior - 
men) half an ounce of shag. At Bray, Mr. George has had before this flush 
some splendid roach and chub, and at Cookham, a Mr. Johnson, in two days, | 
caught 211. of roach, twelve fish going exactly 8} 1b., and all being had with — 
tail of lob float-fishing. At Marlow, Spider White has taken a jack or two, © 
and Bob Shaw, three fish, the last, however, only scaling 31b. Inthe Hurley © 
waters much has been attempted but little done, the frequenters of the Bell - 
not having their usual weekly fortune. At Medmenham, Messrs Hancock, 
Biddell, and another piscator have had a day with the ‘‘ Black Boy,” but in 
the mustardy state of the water could do literally nothing, with the exception — 
that one of the piscators thought land was water, and had a ducking in con- — 
sequence. By the way, in the advertisement columns of the FrsHING GAZETTE — 
I perceive the Black Boy Inn, Hurley, is to let, and I can safely say that to | 
piscator —publicanly inclined—this is an opportunity not often met with now- — 
a-days on the bank of the Thames. Thursday, N.E. River high and — 
coloured, and for many days will be out of all condition for sure sport. — 
Weather stormy, with every meteorological indication of rain. That meteoro- 
logical word has broven the pen of MarLow Buzz. 


Goring, 


“4 
Water now very thick, but if it keeps fine will be in good order for roach — 
fishing about the end of the week. Nothing has been doing here this last vo 


days, the water having been too thick. My best day since my last report, two 
brace of jack and f ur brace of perch —JOuN RusH. \i 
Eynsham. + 
After sending my report last wee I heard of two perch weighing 1 1b. each, — 
being caught by one of-our local ang'ers. Mr. Geen came down on Wednes- — 
day to try for more chub, but did not succeed, the water being too much dis. 
coloured. He took a few roach, and to-day (Thursday) we have caught a tew 
roach, one good one weighed 1 lb. 10 oz. Angling prospects for the next few 
days are anything but good, as the floods are getting out, and water very thick 
W. B. Howe. ; 
Wraysbury. a 
Water in first-class condition for all-round fishing. If an ang'er gets no fish 
now it must be because he is not up to his work. ‘There is a train put on at 
seven minutes to seven now, so that it will just suit piscatorials, who cannot 
fish after about a quarter to five, and enables them to get a cup of tea and a 
wash up so as to start home comfortable.—RoACcu. ? 


*y 
om 





Ancholme District. i 


We have had a week of very stormy, cold, and unpleasant weather. The 
waters have consequently resumed a cloudy appearance, and none but the 
hardiest veterans have turned ont, whilst their reward has been of the most — 
meagre description My notes this week must therefore be necessarily brief.— _ 
‘THOMAS ForD, Caistor. : 
Avon (Binton). = 

The Avon at the present time resembles rather a sea of yellow mud than a— 
sober, decently-behaved 1iver; and I greatly fear it will take a considerab'e 
time before it will retire to its bed and assume its normal condition. Mean-— 
while anglers must console themselves with retrospective pleasures, and live in 
hope of better times. Before the flood (no, not Noah's) a few pize were taken, 
one member of the Redditch Club getting three one afternoon, spinning; and 
another, several with the dead gorge; none, however, very large. Three very 
fine pike were brought into Redditch last week, caught by one of our local 
anglers in private water, the largest 20 1b, and the other two, respectively, 
14 1b. and 8 lb.—J. E. BRYANT. 







Colne. Ps 

In capital order, just that beautiful smoky colour (you know, ‘ P. G.’’) Ae 

native told me on Wednesday he took from Mr. Gurney’s water, with one rod — 

and line, nearly 50 lb. of roach and chub, also two jack of 5 and 6 1b. This — 

water is now open to anglers at 2s. 6d. a day—-not Sundays. A letter to Mr. 

W. Ells, of the Bells, Orton, near Wraysbury, will result in a tip or two « 
some likely spots in this neighbourhood.—RoAcH. 


Dove. 
Very boisterous and stormy weather generally has prevailed this week. Hail 
and snow have fallen at in ervals, and the entire outlook has been of the most 
cheeriess character. "We have not had a score anglers out, and they might 
almost have as well remained at home for what sport they have enjoyed. Gray- 
ling have not risen with the least freedom, and there has been too much water 
ard too much colour in the river to render angling on the bottom remunerative. 
What we want is a spell of bright, dry, frosty weather, and until we get it T 
don’t fancy there will be a great deal of improvement in sport of any kind. 
THE SPLODGER. 


















Ilfracombe, 

Sea fishing.—Friday and Saturday, all boats out, and their average catches cf 
herrings were from two to three maize per boat. Those fishing with ground- 
lines caught some fine cod and ling. Since Monday, no boats have been out- 
side the harbour, the wind blowing a gale from W.N.W., with a heavy sea, 
but the fishing with hand-lines trom the jetty has been brisk, sever: od, 
conger and ling being caught by amateurs, weighing from 14 Ib, to 18 lb. each. 
This morning (Thursday) the wind has moderated a little. Several boats have 
had a short drift and brought in some half maize, others a maize, ina boat. The 
weather is still very unsettled.—E. COMER. a 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 


Thursday Night.—The roach are not feeding. A few very nice perch taken 
to-day by Mr. Sanders; Mr. Montgomery, one jack; Mr. Lapwood, one 
jack, 641b. On the r8th inst., Mr. Guiver, one jack, 9} lb., a very pretty aaa 
Mr. Trimmer, one jack, 21b. The fishermen, on the 18th, for the prize, di 
very bad, only one fish to weigh, taken by Mr. Plummer. They finish on 
25th inst , and the heaviest weight to win.—PENCILL. 


Leicester- rt 

On Saturday a very violent storm broke over Leicestershire, which quickly 
put a stop to angling. The rain continued to fall for some hours, and the 
rivers and streams hereabouts overflowed the banks. Since Saturday we have — 
each day been treated to heavy rains, so that at present fishing cannot be 
thought of for a long time to come. Ths River Soar has overflowed its banks 
ir a great many parts, and around Melton Mowbray and Frisby district 
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waters have caused the surrounding country to assume the appearance of a vast 
sea. From Syston to Trent nearly the whole district was covered with water, 
and at the village of Sibly the pub'ic streets were impassable on foot for. 
almost two days.. On Wednesday we had another severe storm, and Thursday 
did not present any improvement, as rain fell several times during the day.— 
ALERT. ; ; 
Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

Since our last report there has been quite a change in this part. From a dry, 
frosty morning it has changed to wet, miserable weather, and both these 
streams have risen considerably last week, and they are quite out of order 
for fishing, being high and coloured. The Pinsley is high and coloured a little, 
and some few fish have been cavght with the worm. At Earsland, in the 
beginning of the week, some very nice fish were landed with the worm. Some 
very fine grayling were taken in the Lugg with the worm on Monday. A gent 
tried the Arrow on Tuesday, and landed some very nice fish with the worm, a 
few more landee with the maggot the same day. Anglers’ prospects for this 
week do not look very hopeful. The best killing bait is the maggot or red 
wo:m.— GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The water at the latter part of the week was just in first-class fettle for jack- 
fishing, and those who ventured out were rewarded for their pains, and there 
are several records of good catches, especially on the upper waters, but the 
river below the town has not proved unproductive. Now, however, the water, 
owing to the heavy rains, is nearly thick enough to walk on, and will not be fit 
for angling for some few days —YE MEDWAY WATER-RAT, 


Oulton Broad and Dyke (Lowestoft). 

Tuesday, 2oth.—I am sorry to-say I cannot report favourably of 
the pike fishing, as I had hoped to do by this time. Since my 
last report very little has been done by reason of the thickness of the water, 
through floods caused by heavy rains, which appear to make the fish sick and 
off their natural feed. “I still have hopes of tse fishing greatly improving, 
which it undoubtedly will with less water and that of a purer character. With 
the exception of four fish, taken on Saturday last by agentleman from London, 
and which weighed from 6 lb, to 7 lb., Ihave heard of nothing. Thursday, 
22nd,—Mr. Johnson, of Lowestoft (a very successful pike fisherman in a general 
way), has been out to-day, with a return of two fish under 5 lb. each, one taken 
by himself and one by a friend.—Gro. Mason. 


Severn (Shrewsbury) 

This river has been very high during the week, and rain has been falling 
more or less daily. Fishing has been at a standstill in consequence. On 
Saturday last I saw that jolly old fisherman, James Evans, who always has 
something to say, and manages to keep the party, whether indoors or on the 
banks of the Verniew, in a constant state of amusement. Asa fisherman there 
are few in this part of the country who can claim to compete with him, either 
in their knowledge of the river or the manner in which they go about the'r 
work. He tells me that there are plenty of fish in the river, and that this has 
been the best season he has known for the last twenty years, having himself 
taken no Jess than fifty grand salmon. This only gives us an idea what a thing 
it would be if only the weirs could be demolished. Some gentlemen, who live 
nearly at the top of the Verniew, and who take out a license for salmon netting, 
have also taken close upon fifty fish. A lot of pike have been taken this week 
out of the Canal, which was emptied on Monday for repairs. I heard of one 
man having some sixteen fair fish, which he represented had been taken from 
the Severn, near Uffington. The river is at present high, and in anything but 
fishing condition. Rain fell heavily during the greater part of last night.— 


SEVERN SALMON. 
Teme (Ludlow), 


There has been but little fishing going on in this part during the last week, 
owing to the heavy downpour of hail, rain, and sleet with which this part has 
been visited. The Teme and its tributaries are now all running very high and 
muddy, and nearly all the fishing that has been done is in the smaller streams. 
Some very fine dishes of fish have b~en caught in the Corve with the worm and 
maggot, and a few have been landed from the Oney with the worm. Near the 
Lud ord weir a few good-sized fish have been landed, but the execution has 
been limited. Some very poor sport has been had in the Leintwardine waters 
this week. The weather to-day is very rough and stormy, and to all appezr- 
ance is likely to continue so. There is little prospect of any good fishing being 
had for some days. Wind, S.—S. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This part of the Teme is now very high and muddy, and will be so for the 
next week or ten days if the weather keep the same as it is now ; rain and hail 
has fallen very heavily this week, and very few fishermen have been seen using 
the rod. Some very nice dishes of fish have been landed with the worm and 
maggot. On Saturday a very nice dish of fish were brcught home, landed with 
the worm. On Monday a gentleman visited the water near the Bridge and 
succeeded in landing a very fine dish ef grayling with the worm, averaging from 
1 Jb. to 1 lb. each. A splendid dish of fish were brought home by a gentleman 
on Tuesday, caught with the maggot near the Teme Bridge. Fly-fishing is at 
an end, as the cold weather has killed all the flies. ‘here has been lit le or 
nothing doingin the Letwyche, as the water is too thick. Nothing doing in the 
Kyre Brook or Rea—water too high. The best killing bait is the worm or 
maggot. Weather very stormy. The frost has entirely disappeared.— W ORCESTER. 


Trent (Newark). 


Within a few hours of sending off my last report we had a very disagreeable 
change in the weather. You will remember that I said the prospects were 
very encouraging, water was getting into good trim, and chub and pike fairly 
wellon. Well, within three hours after posting that report, ‘* the rains 
descended and the floods came,’’ and completely upset all those calculations, 
for it rained heavily and nearly without intermission until lare on Saturday 
night, and the consequence was on Sunday morning the river was tearing down 
bank full and very thick. By Tuesday we had a very heavy flood, low-lying 
lands being completely submerged. On Wednesday it began to recede very 
slowly. At the time of writing, Thursday, it is stil very high and much dis- 
coloured ; will take several days yet to get the Lower Trent into anything like 
condition. It is going down very slowly—in fact, this has been the dirtiest 
flood we have had down the river for some time. course nothing has been 
done on the Trent during the week, and nothing is likely to be Cone yet for a 
week to come.—THE TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham). 


There has been very little passing in the matter of sport during the week. 
On the 17th a violent storm raged, rain fell in torrents, and the river soon 


became flooded. On Tuesday the low-lying fields adjacent to the valley of 
the stream were covered to the depth of several feet ; but during the night a 
subsidence set in, and on Thursday the water was running within the banks, 
and was fining down nicely. I hear of some roach and dace being netted near 
the new railway bridge, off Trent Lane, and news troin Weston is that a fair 
quantity of lamprey eels have come up in the rise. But no rod fishing has 
been ging on, al hough with a change for the better, [ doibt not that due 
attention will be paid to it—THE MAN AT THE CLUBs. 


Tweed and Teviot. 

In consequence of showers of sleet’and{snow experienced in the upper reaches 
of the Tweed during the beginning of the present week, the river and its 
tributaries have been augmented with a considerable quantity of *‘ snow bro,” 
which, as every angler knows, is highly prejudicial to succzss‘ul angling and 
therefore the success of piscators has been very variable. On the Floors upper 
water on Thursday, Mr. Thistlethwaite ki led six salmon , which weighed from 
§ lb, to 23 lb., and Mr. A. H. Thistlethwaite captured two of 12 Ib. and: 
20 Ib. respectively. Mr. Prirgle Elliott captured one of 17 1b. on the Ednam 
House water, and on the Hendersyde water Captain Griffith had a trio of 
fish On the Tweed also, Mr. Bayliss and Mr. Denison had one salmon 
each of 18 Ib. and 244 1b. respectively. Mr. James Brood landed one of 2o1b. 
while fishing onthe Teviot, On Fioors Upper Water, the Messrs, Thistle- 
thwaite had five fish betweeu them, all being good weights. Mr. Moffat, 
secured two on the Ednam House water ; on Sprouston Dub, Mr Buyliss 
landed two, scaling 19 lb. and 14 lb. On Cornhill Water, three fish, the 
heaviest 284 1b., fell to the rod of Col. Biden, and on Birgham Dub Mr. 
Denison killed three—the weights being 17, 15, and 27 lbs. On the Floors 
Upper Water on Saturday, Messrs. Thistlethwaite were successful iu basketin z 
seven salmon, On the Lower Water at Ednam House, Mr. Drummond had 
two fish of 20 lb. and 28 lb. On the H endersyde casts, Mr. Taylor, Cnipchas 
Castle, caught seven salmon, and Captain Griffith had one to his rod. At 
Sprouston, Mr. Wright, brought four fish to bank, and Mr. 

Wood, London, caught one. Mr. A. FF. Thistlethwaite, 
killed three fish on the Floors upper water, and on the lower cast the Duke of 
Roxburghe had the good luck to capture twelve salmon, the largest of which 
weighed 29 lb. Out of five fish caught on the Hendersyde water, by Captain 
Griffith, two of them exceeded 30 1b in weight. Mr, C. Kerss caught six on 
the Sprouston water, the heaviest being 30 1b. in weight. Mr. Denison took 
four salmon out of Birgham Dub, the weights being from 9 to 19 lb. On 
Tuesday Mr. Taylor caught one on the Hendersyde water, and on Birgham 
Mr. Denison secured one of 17 lb. On the same day three salmon were taken 
fromthe Teviot. On Wednesday Mr. Moffat and the Duke of Roxburghe 
were faiily successful; but in the afternoon the river rose rapidly to the extent 
of 4ft., which will retard angling for a few days. Good sport was obtained in 
the Melrose and Cornhill districts at the beginning of the week. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

Although the weather has been very cold, we have had no snow in this dis- 
trict yet, and so long as sharp frosts prevail grayling fishers wilt not regret its 
absence, as it gets into the river and prevents the fish ‘rom feeding. Asa rule, 
after the middle of October the grayling do not rise freely at fly in Yorkshire : 
but if the weather is bright and sunny a few brace may be taken in the middle 
of theday. Mr. Ponitt, of Leeds, has been as successful as anyone with fly, 
and on Saturday J. Dace had a brace that would nearly weigh 1 1b. each, 
while J. Hellawell had two brace of smaller ones ; these were taken with worm 
at Pool. Since that day, however, the weather has been stormy and the river 
discoloured, so that little or nothing has been done in the way of fishing.— 
Francis M. WALBRAN. 

Wye and Derwent. 

The weather during the past week has been very strong, and the wind very 
boisterous. Very few fishermen have faced the elements during the rough 
weather. What few have fished here, have done very little with the exception of 
to-day (Thursday), when there, as been a most beautiful brown water on the 
Derwent, and a good many anglers have been out, most of them having fair 
baskets of fish, viz., grayling, roach, dace, perch, and several small chub, all 
ki'led with cockspur worms, between Romsley and Ambergate. I hear very 
great complaints about the scarcity of grayling in the Wye. It’s my opinion 
that the fungus disease has something to do with it. The present autumn 
grayling fly-fishing season, borh on the Wye, and on some parts of the 
Derwent, has been the very worst I ever knew in all my life. Nothing but 
floods and high waters on these rivers since Septe nber. The wea'her to-night 
(Thursday) is beautiful and fine ; but it’s my opinion, its an»iher wexther 
breeder.—GurO. JAMES EATON. 2 


Yare (Norwich). 

During the past fortnight nothing particular has been done on this stream, 
and only in one or two cases have I heard of success. One day last week two 
rods killed 7 jack, near Thorpe Broad. These were captured spianing with a 
natural b it. The weather lately has beea very much against success in jac 
fishing in rivers, as the water has been thick, On private waters near here some 
good sport has been had, one member of the Norwich Angling Cub, with some 
friends, catching Io nice fish, the largess running about tolb., and on another 
occasion last week, the vice-president of the same club was fortunate enough 
to hook and safely land a fine fish weighing 17 lb., measuring 49 inches long 
and 18 inches girth; Mr. C. J. Greene is to be congratulated upon his luck 
this season. One or two other miaor catches have been mide but what we alk 
want is fine, bright weather to insuce good sport.—Rossrt Mott. 


nn 


INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 





AWARDS OF PRIZES. 


kis Special Commissioners “ find that an error was made in the 
first list of awards, which they are desirous of correcting, 
viz.:—Fish-hooks, Fishing-tackle, &c., Sec I. W. Bartleet and 
Sons, Redditch, should have been omitted, as their case was not 
for competition, it being only a case lent in 1880 to Mr. Frank 
Buckland’s Museum, and removed into the Exhibition for the 
convenience of the Executive.” 
It is a pity this was not the only error made in connection with 
the awards! We understand that the Royal Commissioners were 
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<squeited by the Eaecelite CAaRAGE i’ luislio LAS ule SE cae by the Executive Committee to inquire into the many 
complaints, and they began to put matters straight in a very 
liberal way ; this naturally brought down such an avalanche of 
bronze medals wanting to be changed into silver and silver want- 
ing to be changed into gold, that Lord Granville was obliged to 
step in and stopped the whole thing and dissolved the Royal 
Commissioners. 








THE ILLEGAT. CONVICTION OF BANK ANGLERS 
FOR NIGHT FISHING IN -THE THAMES. 


E trust that anglers wilf not be frightened by the recent 
fining of two London anglers for fishing after dark. We 
reported the case last week. It is perfectly certain that they 
were within their right in fishing as they did, and the magistrates 
were wrongly advised. Although the Thames Conservancy have 
succeeded in this case, we do not think they feel proud of their 
success. Why do they not accept Mr. Geen’s challenge ? 
Mr. Geen wrote some tine ago, saying he is prepared to fight 
the question, being corfident the Conservators have no by-law 
under which they can legally convict. He asked them to say 
whether a certain time would suit them, and he would fish at 
some place named, after sunset and before sunrise, from the 
bank. We believe he has had no answer to this ; but, in the mean- 
time, two poor anglers are pounced upon and fined in the way we 
described last week. 








THE. = PISCATORIAL =SOCIETY. 


Chairman—Mr. H. B. Brown. 
BETWEEN twenty and thirly members were present last Monday even- 
ing, including Mr. Elder, member of the North of Scotland Angling 
Society, and Mr. Geen, President West Central Association. At the 
suggestion of the latter gentleman, the following resolution was 
unanimously carried, and the hon. sec. was desired to convey the 
same to the Commons and Open Spaces Protection Society, namely:— 

‘« That the objects of such Society are deserving of their heartiest 
support, especially having reference to the encroachments by Ripa- 
rian Proprietors on the river Thames,” 

A letter was read by the secretary from the Friendly Anglers, in 
response to a letter of condolence on the death of their Treasurer 
Mr. Paine, tendering their sincerely heartfelt thanks for the very kind 
and affectionate remarks conveyed to them on their sad loss, and 
expressing a hope that nothing would intervene to destroy that good 
feeling that has existed for so many years between the two societies, 

Mr. “Huggett showed 72 Ib. of pike, from the Avon, and Mr. Blamey, 
1 chub, 2 Tb. 6 07. , from Shepperton. 

The toasts of the visitors (responded to by Mr, Elder) and the 
chairman terminated a very pleasant evening. 

The chub competition from Public Waters will take place on 
Monday, the 26th instant, and from the number of members who have 
stated their intention of competing (if the water Oe in condition) good 
shows of fish may be anticipated. lp Le 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


The ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday, at the 
Masons’ Hall ‘Tavern, Masons’ Av enue, Basinghall Street, Mr. Godwin in 
the chair, The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. The 
Wheeldon Testimonial was brought under the notice of the meeting, and 
several additions were made to the list ; the listis not yet closed, and Captain 
Alfred, who has the matter in his charge, will be very pleased to receive further 
subscriptions. A letter was read from the Beresford Angling Society stating 
that on the 27th inst. they would hold a public meeting for the purpose of pre- 
senting to one of their members, Mr. Taices, a testimonial on vellum awarded 
to him by the Royal Humane Society for the successful rescue from drowning 
of a brother Angler, This it appears is the second occasion ON which this gen- 
tleman has distinguished himself in a similar manner, and several of the mem- 
bers announced their intention of being present to pay a tributé to his undoubted 
merit. Many of the members had been out intent on winning the prizes in the 
perch competition ; but owing to the wretched weather very little sport was 
obtained, Mr. Young, however, succeeded in bringing in a very fair sho w, but 
with angler’s magnanimity declined the prize, in order that it might be again 
tried for under more propitious circumstances. There will be a roach compe- 
tition on the 4th of December, and a pike competition on the 18th of December, 
particulars of which will be sent to each member of the society. A vote of 
thanks to the chairman was unanimously carried. During the evening an ex- 
cellent selection of music and recitations was given, the society being particu- 
larly indebted to Mr. Knechtli, for the valuable contributions of his friends, 
and also to Mr. Fritz Behrend for his very able rendering of his own exceed- 
ingly touching composition, entitled, My Favourite Haunt,” the excellence 
of which, coupled with the admirable rendering, was the means of bringing 
forward a toast in honour of the author. Mr. Knechtli was also good enough 
to promise the society that he would set the members an example in weighing 
in fish, a statement which was as heartily welcomed as the presence of 
himself and his esteemed friends. Several members and visitors assisted in the 
vocal portion of the evening, and all their efforts were duly appreciated. Mr. 
Godwin having to leave, Mr. Bates made an admirable president for the 
a dls the evening, ‘the whole of which was spent ina truly enjoyable 
manner,— 
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_ ANSWERS. TO. CORRESPONDENTS. 





B.—A moribund Board of Conservators is, as you say, worse than none at all, 
The course to take, according to a legal friend who has had experience in 
these matters, is—‘‘ To get some new blood into the Board. At the Quarter 
Sessions when the Conservators are appointed get a magistrate to submit. 
the names of one or two men who will really work; get any Riparian 
owners who take an interest in the improvement of the fishery to quali 
and attend at the Board. The whole of the Board could be easily chan — 
if one or two resolute persons united to get something done. The 
step is to get new members introduced ‘ who will work.’ ”” 





CORRESPONDENCE. : 


( We donot hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, } 





THE AWARDS. 

S1r,—TI beg to thank you for the admission that Mr. Macnee’s letter ought — 
not to have been inserted in your paper, but I think you have gone a little 
beyond the bounds of courtesy in your further remirks. I cannot presume to 
dictate to you whom you shall laud or who you shall leave severely alone; but — 
I think when such a glaring error is pointed out to you there should be no ‘need 
of the ‘ Editorial Nasmyth ”? to crush the rude one who dares to think for 
himself. As to what you say about Mrs. Cox’s flies, I never knew till I read 
it in your paper that she tied them, and I do not read Mr. Aldam’s words as _ 
conveying that meaning. I will trouble you no farther at present, as I do not 
feel so confident of success with the pen as I should with my home-made rod 
and my home made flies against either Itchen trout or grayling or Canadian 
salmon.—I am, &c., GxrorGe CURRELL, Fishing Tackle Maker. 

6, Jewry Street, Winchester, Nov. 20:h. 

[We did not admit that Mr, Macnee’s letter ought not to have been inserted ; 
we only said had we seen it before it appeared, his mistake of including 
Mrs. Cox’s name among the exhibitors would not have been published. We 
still consider it was.a very small matter for Mr. Currell to write about in the — 
way he has done. To be told we are not courteous by a man who isso evidently © 
jealous of his townswoman as to write what he has above is not a matter of 
regret to us, though we do not admit the implication. It will be seen that, — 
not content with pointing out that she did not exhibit, he tries to damage Mrs, © 
Cox by hinting that she does not make the flies she sells. That is not Mr. 
Currell's business, surely! He will want to say next what we all know, viz., 
that Mr. Farlow, Mr. Bowness, or Mr. Alfred do not make their own flies. _ 
He says we leave his flies *¢ severely alone.’? "We never imagined it to be our — 
duty to ask Mr, Currell to send his flies for notice, and, as he has never sent 
any, how can we do otherwise than leave them ‘€ severely alone”? ? If we 
were not quite sure that this publicity, whatever it does for Mr. Currell, will — 
not harm Mrs. Cox, we should not give it. As long as she sells the same 
flies she does now it will continue to be a matter of perfect indifference to 
anglers whether she ties them herself or gets them made for her.—E» ] 





THE AWARDS. 

Sir,— Will you kindly publish the inclosed letter for me ? I really think we 
have weited a reasonable time for the Exhibition Committee to make up their 
minds about what they intend to do with regard to the awards at the, Fisheries’ 
Exhibition. The latest thing, I hear, is, that in reply to Mr. Holden, of Lin- 
coln’s Inn Fields, that the Presidents have ceased to exist. In my opinion, and — 
I think most people will agree with me, their services are now more than ever — 
required ; that they.dissolved before they could possibly entertain anything from — 
Mr. Kelson in explanation of the remarks of the extraordinary proceedings of _ 
the jury hinted at in Mr. Kelson’s report ; and I ask the public whether Mr. _ 
Kelson could have brought out these delicate matters before he had worked up 
tothem? That he did all he could to prevent their ever coming out is clear, 

I feel for his position. It is a most delicate and trying one, but I sincerely 
trust he will go on with his work for the sake of justice. I hear he hassenta — 
few particulars to the Executive Committee, which, if they are in their senses, — 
they will consider and remedy ; and if they do not, I also hear Mr. Kelson 
intends to bring out some s* ‘artling circumstances before the world in order to 
prevent the ruin of the London trade.—I am, &c., 


Hi. BERNARD. 

5, Church Place, Piccadilly. is 
[The expression ‘ruin the London trade’? is rather too sweeping, as it 

ignores the fact that some of the London houses are quite satisfiea with their — 

awards, and one of them, Messrs. Little & Co., of Fetter Tane, was awarded 

two gold medals, &c. It never does a case good to over-state it.—ED.] 





THE AWARDS. 

Srr,—I shall feel much obliged if you will kindly insert a copy of my prota 
to the Special Commissioners for Jury 12 of the Tnternationslt Fisheries Ex- ¥ 
hibition, complaining of the awards awarded me, together with the reply. Is F 
it not a pity the Council of Presidents should cease to exist before they could 
possibly hear any appeal, or before they could possibly receive Mr. Kelson’s — 
communications? Surely now is the time their services are required more than 
ever, as I hear upon good authority Mr. Kelson is laying the shocking blunders 
of the Jury before the authorities.—I am, &c., THoMAS ALDRED. | 

258, Oxford Street, London, 21st Nov. : ‘ 

[CoPy.] 
INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 
To the Special Commissioners for ‘* Jury 12.’ : 

Gentlemen,—I beg most respectfully to lay before you my grievances with h > 
regard to the "Awards made to me at the Jate Fisheries Exhibition, 

I am an old exhibitor, having carried off the highest prize medals at the 
great Exhibition of 1851 (where only two were awarded), New York, 1853; 
International, 1862; Dublin, 1865; and Paris; Gold and Silver, 1867, and a 
Gold Snuff Box, mounted with brilliants, presented to me by the late Emperor 
Napoleon III.; and these were all awarded for my Three-piece Gluediaa 
Triangular Cane Fishing Rods. 

The manufacture se these rods I have retained in my own hands from 1856 
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to 1883, and no one has attempted to compete with me. The Jurors’ report of 1851 
(180, page 800) says: ‘* Thomas Aldred exhib*ts some spliced rods of excellent 
construction, each joint being composed of three pieces. bound together longi- 
tudinally, and thereby less liable to twist or warp, whi'st it retains an even 
spring and elasticity throughout.” : 

On the trial of rods on the lake, one of my 16ft. salmen (three-piece glued- 
up triangular) was tried, and Mr. Kelson threw a line further with it than an 
18ft. (of some other exhibitor’s), whereupon the Chairman of the Jury clapped 
his hands and called out, ‘* Bravo! Bravo!” 

Of all those I have. sold from 1851 to 1883 not a single customer has com- 
plained, nor has a single rod to my knowledge come to grief in fair fishing. 
Sure I am that these rods are the most powerful and durable made, s> much so 
that one will last a life time, and I may truthfully say that a'l of my customers 
are delighted with them. 

Again, I exhibited trout, troling, and spinning, general and punt (all three- 
piece glued-up triangular), but not one of these, save the trout rod, was 
examined, except by one of the jury. If these rods were fairly compared with 
those of other exhibiters, I have no doubt as to the result; and I say, without 
fear of contradiction, that nothing in the whole Exhibition equals these rods. 
They do. not come to grief like many of the six-piece do, inasmuch as they never 
break. They are not made of mottled bamboo, but of two kinds of case, far 
more durable. 

aI exhibited some eight or ten three-piece glued-up triangular 12 ft. trout 
rods, with ivory and ebony and pearl in'aid butts. These were tried at the 
Jake, for they are made for work as well as for execution and high finish. The 
workmanship of my three-piece glued-up triangular rods is a secret upon which 
I pride myself, and which none of the trade have been able to wrest from me. 

Of the other rods, hickory, greenheart, and bamboo, and the multitude of 
other things which I showed, no notice appears to have been taken of them ; 
or of my ‘‘ Angler's Companion”? or ‘‘ Universal Tackle Book,’’ both invented 
by me. In fact, I can but feel that the examination of my exhibits was a very 
cursory one, for I was there myself a whole week, and can testify to the shore 
space of time the jury thought proper to vouchsafe to the inspection of my cases, 
for L had not the shadow of a chance of saying a tithe of what I have here 
written. 

Tn conclusion, I would just observe that, in addition to all my medals, I hold 
the following Royal and Imperial patronages, viz. :—- 


HiLR.H. Tke Prince of Wales. The Queen of Denmark. 
H.R.H. The Princess of Wales. H.I.M. The Empress, of the 
W.I.M. The (late) Emperor French. 
Napoleon III. The Queen of Portugal. © 
31.I.M. The Emperor of Brazil. The Sultan of Turkey, and 
The King of the Belgians. The Khedive of Egypt. 


I do not quote all this from egotism ; but when I reflect and know that in 
material and manufacture I have in no way deteriorated, I cannot but feel that 
the third and fourth-rate awards, as awarded me, is a slur on H R.H. the 
President of the ever-to-be-remembered glorious Exhibition, as it is on your 
humble servant, who cannot for a moment think of accepting them. 
~ Trusting I may be placed in my proper position upon the second award, 
which, I believe, is to be made,—I am, &c, 

258, Oxford Street, W., 15th November. Tuomas ALDRED. 


(REPLY.) 


‘¢ International Fisheries Exhibition, 
‘* South Kensington, 8.W., 
«‘ London, 17th Nov., 1883. 
‘<§rr,—I regret to inform you, i answer to your protest of the 15th inst., 
that it has arrived too late to be placed tefore the Special Commissioners ; and 
the Commission having closed at the same time as this Exhibition came to an 
end, I am unable to act further in the matter, 
‘¢T have the honour to be, Sir, 
** Your most obedient servant, 
“E,W. H. HOLDSworRTH, 
: ‘* Special Commissioner for Juries, 
«Thomas Aldred, Esq., 258, Oxford Street, W.” 


We know for a fact that one of these three-piece cane rods has been used in 
a noble Scotch family for over fifty years, and during that time has killed tons 
of salmon.—ED ] 





STANDARD COLOURS FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF SALMON 
FLIES. 

Sm,—Under the above heading there appeared in your issue of October 27 
a short article containing misstatements which, if allowed to pass unchallenged, 
will most certainly tend to injure my reputation with those firms in the fishing 
tackle trade to whom I supply my dyed seal’s fur. Ido not know, neither do 
I care to know, whether Mr. Kelson personally was the author of the article 
or not. Iam Satisfied it did not appear in your columns without his approval 
and consent, and, therefore, I hold him responsible for its contents, and shall 
reply accordingly. 

Thave no objection to Mr Kelson bringing out his “ standard colours for 
the manufacture of salmon flies,’? provided he uses fair and legitimate means 
in giving publicity to his intentions. But I do object that, under cover of an 
invidiously-worded public notice, he should endeavour to herald his adventure 
by covertly disparaging the work of another similarly engaged. He could surely 
have attained his purpose without trepanning both me and my work to the trade 
in the unwarrantable manner he has done, for his prospective advantage and 
profit, recklessly indifferent to the effect it might produce on my business. 

With these prefatory remarks I will now reply to the paragraph in question. 
Tt stated ‘‘ that it was understood that the exhibitor [viz., the writer] wou'd 
provide a case of seal's fur, named and dyed, to match the carefully- selected 
patterns sent to him, and that under this promise he obtained permission to 
make use of Mr. Kelson’s name. This exhibit, perfect as it may be, does not 
answer the purpose for which it was intended.” 

Very shortly before the closing date for receiving exhibits at the 
Fisheries Exhibition, I made an _ application for space to show 
dyed seal’s fur, which was granted. Soon thereafter I informed Mr. 
Kelson by letter that I was to be an exhibitor, to which he rep‘ied, 
suggesting that I ought to name my colours, and also to name them after him. 
I answered by stating that the time at my disposal for preparing the colours 
was so brief as to make it impossible for me to comply with his suggestion, 
and that even if I had the requisite time at my command, still I could not have 





done so, owing to the limited space set aside for my exhibit. Certainly, I 
consented to name them “ Kelson’s standard colours ’” in return for promised 
but unfulfilled favours ; but that was a very different matter from naming each 
separate colour contained in my case. It may have been no honour to Mr. 
Kelson for me to have connected his name with my work; but, alas! little did 
I dream when I didso that my whilom patron would turn round and decry me 
in your pages, and disown his self-requested honours. Honour, indeed! I 
ask bim if, at the time he received the case from me, I did not write him that if 
after an examination of its contents he did not feel satisfied with the colours he 
was at liberty to erase his name from off the show card? He didso, but ina 
very clumsy manner, and never acknowledged the deed until he blazons it in 
your columns only four days before the final closing of the Exhibition. 

In common fairness and courtesy I ought to have been made acquainted with 
his having done so at the time, in order that I might have a new card substi- 
tuted for the former one, and whereon Mr. Kelson’s name would be con- 
spicuous by its absence. And when this occurred Mr. Kelson had in his pos- 
session samples of my dyed seal's fur iden‘ical with those colours in the case, 
and which he was pleased to characterise as; ‘‘I never saw more beautiful 
dyeing in my life; your dyeing simply beats perfection,” &c. Now if this 
gentleman was so very highly pleased with the samples he received, as to ask 
me immediately thereafter to name them ‘‘ Kelsoa’s standard colours,’? how 
c ars reconcile his conduct with the erasure of his name from off the show- 
card ? 

Regarding the ‘‘matching of the carefully-selected patterns,” I have to 
state that, in one of his letters he wrote, stating that he had in his possession 
patterns of dyed seal’s fur which he had kept since 1844, and that if I desired 
to see them he would forward them forinspection; but not a syllable did the 
letter contain as to their being intended for my guidance. I replied by thank- 
ing him for his kind offer, and that I would like tosee his patterns. A day or two 
thereafter I received them, and duly returned them again without making any 
comment, beyond pointing out that some of the patterns were not true to stan- 
dard colours, particularly his blues and crimson, and there it ended. ‘ Care- 
fully prepared patterns’’ is Mr. Kelson’s description of them, and as heis a 
practical dresser of salmon flies, I will not venture to dispute his dicta ; but asa 
practical dyer I can only describe his ‘* carefully-prepared patterns’ as being 
very poor representations of the art of dyeing forty years ago, and would feel 
that [ insulted my patrons ifI could not provide them with colours much 
purer in tone, and possessing greater depth and brilliancy than the vaunted 
patterns referred to. 

As Mr, Kelson seems to imagine that he is capable of galvanising the trade 
by tying it down to a fixed and obsolete scale of colours, [ should be sorry to 
hinder him from doing so; but seeing he is so anxious to further his own inter- 
ests at the expense ot others, I beg to acquaint him with the fact that for some 
time past I have issued my patterns, not named but numbered, so that those 
who order from me have only to mention the number they require, and in 
return they receive the exact shade ordered. What more does Mr. Kelson 
want—what more can hedo? Nothing. In proof of this, I challenge him to 
submit his “ carefuily-selected patterns,” or any patterns he may secure, save 
those of mine in his possession, to a jury of three experts in colours, 
one to be chosen by him, the other by the writer, and the third to be nomi+ 
nated by the editor of Land and Water. 

Along with this letter I have forwarded my patterns to the care of the editor 
of the Field, and expect Mr. Kelson to do the same within three days after 
receiving written notice from me.—I am, &c., 

Jamzs NoBtie, jun. 





REDDITCH FLIES. 

Srr,—*‘ Bittern,’’ in his admirable letter last week, regrets that *¢ motive’? 
should be charged against Mr. Rowe as the mainspring of his correspondence. 
I presume Mr. Rowe makes “ flies’’ for sale, and therefore is interested in the 
matter, and has taken this method of damaging those whom he considers rival 
manvfacturers and of small note,since, as he says, he waits only till his fingers are 
too cold to tie flies to settle his Redditch opponents—a frivolous and ridiculous 
manner of talking of men, very few of whom I should think he is acquainted 
with. cannot but think Mr. Howarth went straight to the mark last week 
when he suggested that Mr. Rowe’s letters were intended as advertisements 
of his flies, feathers, and eggs. The question of vice and pliers v, fingers, has 
been satisfactorily disposed of, noted hands having come forward in defence of 
the tools. Ishall almost expect to hear next of the superiority of hand-made 
steam engines, or at least fishing rods scraped smooth by the fingers, and 
polished by hand rubbing. The exigencies of trade, no doubt, compel Red- 
ditch manufacturers to send out many inferior articles of all kinds, but such 
are sold as such and priced accordingly, and surely a buyer is not compelled to 
purchase an article, which he must know by its price must Of necessity be 
inferior. 

At the same time it does not admit of doubt that Redditch fly makers can 
successfully compete with any in the trade. Mr. Rowe boasts that he can tie 
two dozen in an hour; these would surely be of very simple construction, or 
very faulty. Mr. Pennell says he can tie at the rate of one in forty-five seconds, 
but they belong to the first named category. 

T am not a manufacturer, and can do but little in fly-fishing ; but I cannot 
help thinking that a rigid adherence toa shade of colour must be a mistake; 
I question whether a trout ever gets two flies precisely alike; Dame Nature 
rarely works to sorigid a rule. I have knowna shepherd who knew and named 
every individual of his flock, and if a trout refused every fly that was not of the 
exact shade of colour of the first he took, I fear he would have to live on one 
fly a day. We shall get, Sir, to the old controversy of ‘Colour v. Form,”’ a 
controversy which ended, I believe, with the result that it was found there was 
much truth on both sides. I have watched a very clever fly-fisherman, one in 
fact not surpassed in the Midland counties, and have come to the conclusion, 
after being allowed to inspect his flies, lines, and tackle generally, that, 
although the fly may have, and must have, the credit of much of the success, 
the method in which it is used must have more, and that a poorly made fly, 
manipulated by a clever sportsman, will account for more fish than the most 
cleverly matched hackle that Mr. Rowe can tie on.—I am, &c. 


Redditch. Beta, 





WINCHESTER FLIES.—TROUT EATING TROUT EGGS, &c. 

Str,—I am sorry to see that Mr, George Currell is put about by my having 
spoken about Cox (Winchester) as an exhibitor at the Exhibition. The plain 
fact is—although an exhibitor myself, I never had a Catalogue in my hands, 
as I understood it could only be purchased inside the building. However, I 
may get out of the scrape yet, as I did not refer to a Mrs. Cox, but toa Mr. 
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George T. Cox, Parchment Street, Winchester, as this is the name on envelope 
sent by an angling friend in London. However, if Mrs. Cox can dress as well 
as Mr. George T. Cox, then there ought to have been two exhibitors of that 
name. 

Unlike the majority of Jury No. 12, I know a fly. How I would have liked 
to have seen all that Jury, standing in a row with rods in their hands, com- 
peting at your last Anglers’ Casting Tournament. Just let all the disappointed 
exhibitors fancy the picture, and if they can see them in their ‘‘mind s eye ”’ 
in such graceful attitudes as I can fancy them in, what a laugh they will have. 

On receipt of your number of FisHING GAZETTE, containing first part of 
‘* Culture of Salmonide,”’ I started preparations, and by end of the week had 
two hatching-boxes working in splendid style on a magnificent spring close by 
my house. On receipt of next number containing instruc‘ions regarding ova, 
1 started, accompanied by a professional angler in the district, in search of 
spawning fish. At our first visit toa burn, famous as a spawning place, we found 
no fish on the redds, but a few traces of their work were visible. Daily visiting 
the place, we at length captured four fish newly runup. Three we were 
certain of as being males, but the fourth we were not sure of, and gave it a 
gentle squeeze to ascertain. It proved a male fish, and, on being placed ina 
pail, it emitted from its mouth about too pellets of trout roe. 

Now, thanks to that interesting article by Mr. Armistead, I have, for the 
first time in my life, caught a trout in the act of devouring spawn of its own 
species deposited by a previous run of fish. I have heard it said trout devoured 
their own eggs, but vainly endeavoured to get ocular demonstration of the fact 
I experimented by fishing with trout roe, and never even got a bite. However, 
Tam now certain of it as a fact, and as Mr. Amistead justly remarks, no w great 
would be the increase of fish were they hatched and reared by man’s agency 
instead of being left to the rapacious jaws of all their enemies. [ trust 
‘- Limpus’’ will give information about the grayling, its habits and require- 
ments, a3 I would like to introduce grayling to our river here.—I am, &c., 

JAMES MACNEE. 

Bohally, N,B., November 2oth. 

[Mr. Macnee should get.a copy of Dr. Brunton’s paper on grayling.—Ep. ] 


COLOUR OF FEATHERS. 

S1r,—Your correspondent, Mr. Rowe, wishes to have the colour of feathers 
for once and all settled. This appears to me no ea-y matter. We know the 
same species of aquatic flies vary much in tone of shade. Many reasons bring 
this about—for instance, male or female, whether just hatched or not ; and 
again, the surroundings, soil, temperature, vary the same species in ‘size and 
tone of shade in different rivers. 

We again often find gocd anglers on the same river using different 
feathers for the same fly, and as they are imitating the same species 
at different periods of its existence, it 1s difficult to decide which is right 
or wrong. Again, a fly held in one light with the varying clouds above conveys 
a certain idea of colour to one angler, whilst, if nat under the same condi'ions, 
or even altered some little, quite another tone of shade to another. 

I have several local lists compiled by cld hands on the same river, and have 
pasted opposite the fly the supposed proper colour of feather, yet I do not place 
reliance in any one of the lists, as I have found a marked difference in com- 
parison with the natural. 

Very few men have a proper idea of colour, and to carry it in one’s mind rom 
season to season is impossible, 

Although many locals dress a clumsy fly, still they have this advantage: they 
live on the stream, and have a better opportunity of comparing their flies with 
the naturals, They therefore get nearer in colour, and consequently kill better 
than a town angler with his superior made flies. There will always be a differ- 
ence of opinion with regard to colour, and an angler living at a distance can never 
master colour. Of course, if he is a decent hand, he can see what feed is on, 
and there and then make up his cast. Still, time is everything to one who has 
had to travel far for a day’s fishing. Under the circumstances, un- 
doubtedly the wiser course is to procure a few flies from some respectable 
angler in the locality. This course often prevents bitter disappointment, and 
gives a stranger a fair chance.—I am, &c., WINTER Brown. 

Bradford. 





FLY-TYING—AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS. 

Srr,—Really it behoves Mr. Howarth to b2 more careful in his statements 
before he takes others to task. First, on October 2oth, he makes an assercion 
that ‘‘ There are professional fly-tiers who can beat any amateur for nea:ness 
and killing powers even st their own special flies.’? To this I reply in next 
week’s GAZETTE that ‘‘I cannot get some of my flies made to my liking’’; and 
with regard to some special patterns I say, ‘‘ As yet I have never found any one 
except one of my Hampshire friends who can make them at all.’’ On this, 
Mr. Howarth writes to me and requests a loan of a few of my patterns, 
inclosing half a dozen of his own. Isent him a comprehensive selection of 
about fifty, taken here and there from my book, some larg2, some sma'l ; some 
suitable for sea trout ; some on the tiniest midge hooks ; some with india- 
rubber detached bodies; some with horsehair ditto; some with ordinary 
feather wings, others winged with pike scales ; some new and unused, others 
tried veterans of aseason or more. I merely responded to a civil and reasonable 
request and wished Mr. Howarth to have a fair idea of my handiwork such asa 
bare half.dozen of picked beauties, specially tied, would certainly not have 
afforded. 

After the way in which Mr. Howarth expressed his gratification at the 
‘* great treat ’’? I had given him, I was not a little annoyed to find that last 
week he accused me of denying that professionals can tie my flies as well as 
myself. Ichallenge him to find any such thing in my letters. It is one thing 
to say that hitherto [have been unable to get flies tied to my liking (I own 
I am fastidious in the matter), and a very different thing to deny the possibility 
of their being successfully imitated. But observe how Mr. Howarth goes on, 
He maintains, ‘‘that there are plenty of girls in Redditch that can do so.’? 
Very good ; grant this; I never denied it—I am not ina position to deny it. 
My knowledge of Redditch fly-makers is not so practical and extensive as Mr. 
Howarth’s, but Iam ready to give them credit fr very clever work, and with 
practice they could probably learn to tie anything if they took the necessary 
trouble. This, again, is a fact I never called in question. Mr. Howarth goes 
on to say, ‘‘ But let them (z.e., Messrs. Hall and Aldam) take the flies and 
materials, then show some of the best hands how they are made, and they will 
get a tiue copy.’’ Well, this is an admission! The professional takes a lesson 
from the amateur! That’s what it comes to, Mr. Howarth, and it considerably 
alters the meaning and value of your original statement. 


As to Redditch girls picking up a hook, holding it deftly for a few minutes 
between finger and thumb, and then laying it down a perfect fly. I don’t 
doubt it fora moment ; but what is the use of such a remark placed in Mr, 
Howarth’s letter in close connection with his views about cur special patterns ? 
Mr. Howarth knows as well as I do that some of the flies ( sent him cannot be 
made in this fashion by anyone. 
alone that he is referring to in his last letter. 

One word more to avoid misapprehension. I spoke of professionals taking 
lessons from amateurs No one need be above tak ng a hint or a lesson from a 
brother angler, be he amateur or professional, and the angler who thinkshe knows 
everything is probably one of the most ignorant. Personally, Iam ready to take 
a wrinkle from anyone ; at the same time, my experience is not like that of your 
corresponpent, ‘‘ Bittern,’’ who says, ‘‘that it is only by iearning from old 
fly-tie s like Mr. Rowe that amateurs can hcpe to succeed in this fascinating — 


‘art,’’ for, as a matter of fact, I have never seen a professional fly-tier at work 


in my life, and I had made hundreds of flies before [ ever got a hint froma 
friénd. Nevertheless, when opportunity arises for further help, either amateur 
or professional, I shall certainly not reject it as superfluous. In the meanwhile, 


Liat justitia. ‘‘ Honour to whom honour is due,’’? whether at Redditch or 
elsewhere —I am, &c., H.-S, Ar 
Nov. 2oth. 


[If Mr. Howarth has seen Mr. Hall's flies. then we should very much like to 
hear from him whether he knows any professio1al who can tie so well? As 
we stated twelve months ago, we often regret Mr. Hall is not a professional 
fly-tier, as then we should be able to get a st ck of his mace.—ED. | 


~ 


DRESSING FOR LINES.—TWISTED LINE 
Sir,—Mr. Henry Howse, in his letter of the 17th February tast, refers to 
the finish of dressed lines, and of which you have given him instructi ns. May 


“Lask you to kindly favour me with the same instructisrs ? If these were given 


thrcugh any number of the GAzerrrE shall be pleased if yor will send it oa. 

Some time ago I purchased a good silk line, since which time I have used it 
in spinning for p ke. Now it has become so twisted that I cannot cast it from 
the reel, and up to the present I have failed to bring it back to its old form, al- 
though I have tried several ways. Can you or any of my brother anglers advise 
me ?—I am, &c., ENQUIRER. 

Birmingham. k 

[We have published a great many letters on the subject of waterproofing for 
lines, and hardly know what to send our correspondent. Perhaps Mr. Howse, 
who made some successful experiments, will send us a copy of the instructions 
he specially refers to to republish for the benefit of ‘* Enquirer’’ and others, 
and also say how the lines he dressed stand practical worz. We do not re- 
member to have a reel line kink and twist up in the way ‘‘ Enquirer’’ has done, 
but believe the best plan.is to put the spinning bait on with the tail reversed, 
so that the bait spins round in the other direction, and thus untwists the line. 
It is best to do this from a boat if possible, as then all the line is let out. With 
a Field or FisHinG GAzerrr lead on the trace all twisting and kinking is pre- 
vented For casting from the reel we use a plaited silk line, plain—ze., not 
waterproof.—ED. | 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR. HOOLE. 
Str,— Will you kindly pub ish in your valuable paper the following subscrip- 
tions sent m or, promise of same, to the above fund ? 


Ls. ids 
Thomas Spreckley, Esq. .. a Sec ie 5. Saew 
P. Geen, Esq. ae ate A 0 ae 525 SO 
W. H. Brougham, Esq. .. ae Se oe Tt 1 
R. B. Marston, Esq. Ms ae ae ae 2270 
St. John’s Wood Piscatorials .. Nr 3 010 o 
Battersea Friendly Angling Society .. 44 0 10 6 
Bloomsbury Brothers’ Angling Society.. ay O Sao 
Clapham Junction Angling Society wg a 010 6 
Portsmouth Walt nians .. ae ore ar pay Ms) 
Hammersmith United Angling Society .. sie 25220, 
Westbourne Park Piscatorial Society .. Ee A One 
London and South-Western Railway Angling 
Club ake a * a oe eis 010 6 
Anglers’ Pride Angling Society .. a ae 0-676 
Rodney Piscatorials os 50 ie 5 0 6 6 
Mr. W. J. Gee (fishing tackle manufacturer) ., oIo oO 
Mr. T. Smith (per Mr. Gee) ae “0 aa O50 
Globe Angling society a Ps a 0 12,°6 
Junior Piscatoricls ., ae a ste ae 3 7 6 


IT beg to remind secretaries of angling societies thatthe date originally fixed 
by the committee for sending in subscriptions was November 14, and that such 
gent emen as may have collected amounts for this fund w.ll be greatly assisting 
the committee by remitting cheques or post-office orders for same as early as 
they possibly can.—I am, &c , 

Leo Bonvorsin, hon. sec, 
62, Swinton Street, W.C., Nov. 21. . 





THE WHEELDON AND HOOLE TESTIMONIALS. 
Srr,—Please enter me on the list for Mr. Wheeldon’s testimonial for ros. 6d F 
and the Crescent Angling Society for ros. 6d. Enclosed is cheque payable to 
you for £1 1s.—I am, &c., 
Newington Crescent. - JAMEs COLLins. 
Cheque received. We have sent it on to Mr. Geen, and asked him kindly 
to let Mr. Blamey have tos, 6d. out of it.—Ep., ] : 





THE LATE SAMUGL SCOTT, STAINES. 

Sir,—It was with a feeling of deep regret I have heard and read the an- 
nouncement of the sudden death of Samuel Scott, fisherman, of Staines. 
Having employed him occasionally for nearly twenty years, I can bear testimony 
to his abilities as a thorough, good, and obliging fisherman, always ready to do 
his utmost for his customers. My first intimation of his sudden death was a 
letter from Mr. Bright, of the Packhorse, Staines, in answer to a telegram I 
had sent to Scott to engage him for the Saturday, in which he informed me 
that the deceased had been taken suddenly ill on Saturday, the 9th, and had 
died within twenty minutes after. I have noticed, since the poor fellow had a 
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severe attack of inflammation of the lungs in the summer, that he was in a very 
weak and critical state; but in reply to my inquiries he told me he was getting 
stronger. Many members of our Piscatorial Society have also professed their 
deep regret at his sudden death, Hoping you will be able to find a small 
space for this slight acknowledgment of his many good qualities, and in memory 
of the deceased, and as some consolation to his widow.—I am, &c., 

W. ExpMANN, of the Acton Piscatorial Society. 


COREGONUS. 

_ §1R,—TI send a Rhine fish I bought of a Dutch fishmonger, Vandersluis by 
name, 313, Edgware Road, who received several with salmon from Rotterdam. 
Having caught similar fish at Schaffhausen, on the Rhine, I was surprised to see 
them in London forsale. I do not see it in Max v.d. Borne’s ‘‘ Angelfischerei.”’ 
The nearest approach to it isa fish called blue nose. This fish, you will see, 
has a blue nose and an adipose fin, which the representation at p. 246 does not 
possess. Baron y. Ehrenkreutz, in his ‘‘ Book on Angling,’’ does not notice it. 
{a Cholmondeley Pennell s excellent ‘ Anglers’ Naturalist,’? p, 361, the 
Gwyniad, Coregonus Pennanti, is an exact representation , I am, therefore, 
inclined to think it one of the numerous Coregonus family. 

As you understand the German language, and have angled in Germany, 
I thought, perhaps, you may have come across this fish and know its 
proper German name. It is one of the so-called Marene species. Those I 
saw at the fishmonger’s were from } 1b. to 1 1b. in weight.—I am, &c , 

Nov. 20. T. R. SACHS, 

[We feel sure this is the Coregonus nasus, called the Nase in Germany, but 
have sent it on to Dr. Giinther for identification. It is certainly one of the 
Coregonus family of white fishes.—ED ] 





FLOUNDERS IN FRESH WATER. : 

S1r,—Reading the remarks in your last week’s paper on this subject brought 
to my recollection a circumstance that occurred about forty-five years ago. 135 
in company with two others, netted some flounders in the Medina River, Isle 
of Wight, which is tidal, and we took out all the small fish (about four dozen) 
and placed them in a mill-pond, where the water is entirely fresh, and where 
there were no other fish but trout and eels. : 

Living on the spot, I kept a look-out for the flounders, and occasionally saw 
two or three lying on the mud when I was spearing eels, and at long intervals I 
came across a dead one. Seven or eight years after placing the flounders in the 

ond we drew off the water and cleared out the mud, but we found only two 
large flounders, which led me to believe that, although they will live and grow 
in fresh water, they will not breed in it.—I am, &c., 
RED PALMER. 

[This was the opinion we expressed to Mr. Spreckley ; but he met us by 
saying that flounders certainly could not get up the Thames through the filth. 
But we have referred to this matter elsewhere.—ED. ] 





RE STEAM TUGS AND LAUNCHES. 

S1r,—I received a letter from Mr. Haslett, the well-known fisherman of 
Dockett’s Point, Chertsey, respecting the pace and dangerous manner the above 
have been coming down the river, more particularly of an evening. Subjoined 
is part of his letter:— ge 

‘« Since I saw you I nearly lost my daughter through a steam tug, which you 
might know belongs to W. E. Timmins, of Windsor, and named the 
Vietoria. She came steaming down by herself, full speed. You may judge 
what aswell there was. The boy and I were away fishing My punt chain 
broke, and punt went adrift. My daughter got in the river to stop t he punt, 

and, being unwell at the t'me, caught inflammation of the lungs, which 
turned to internal rheumatism. For four days the doctor gave no hopes, but 
am glad to say is a little better ’’ : 

Will you be so kind as to insert this? Isaw Haslett, and he informs me the 
pace these things come down of an evening is tremendous.—l1 an., &c., _ 

* Farp. PatMER, President of the Junior Piscatorial Society. 





ENCROACHMENTS ON ANGLING RIGHTS. - 

S1r,-—The attention of the Society for the Preservation of Commons and Open 
Spaces has been drawn to the frequent complaints of late years of encroach- 
ments on the free use of the River Thames, by the inclosure of portions of the 
towing path, the shutting up of backwaters, interference with rights of fishing, 
and other acts. 

The value of the Thames, as an open space for the recreation of the inhabit- 
ants of the metropolis, is unquestioned. Indeed, Parliament has already 
declared -that the preservation of the river is ‘‘ of great national importance.”’ 
Acts which may have the effect of curtailing the enjoyment of the river must, 
therefore, be looked upon as highly prejudicial to the public interests, and no 
time should be lost in devising means to prevent them. 

With the object of ascertaining the extent and nature of the encroachments 
which have, in fact, been made, anc of considering what steps should be advo- 
cated for their prevention, I shall be glad if you will allow me to ask through 
your columns for particulars of any instances of interference with the free use 
of the river which have co-ne under the obseryation of your readers.—I am, &c., 

EpwarpD W. FITHIAN, secretary. 

1, Great College Street, Westminster, S.W., Nov. 8. 








LEGAL, &c. 

S1r,—Will you please inform me if Iam breaking the law on the Thames 
by taking a very fine landing net and catching minnows to bait my pater- 
noster ? 

Tn taking minnows in this way I very often find the small fry of roach and 
dace, which I throw back. Should I be right in keeping them for bait ? 

I see that the ‘Trent Otter,’ in his work on angling, states that perch 
take the bait by the tail, Isthis so? Perhaps some of your readers will give 
the result of their experience ?~I am, &c , W. G. GREGORY, 

* Kingston-on-Thames. 





WINTER FISHING IN SOUTHAMPTON WATER. 


Sip,—Seeing by your last paper that an inquiry was made about whiting 
fishing near Southamptan, I am pleased to be able fo give your reatlers some 


information thereon, 








a oe oer tm ss 

































There is very good whiting and whiting-pout fishing in Southampton water, 
but I should recommend anyone wishing to try it to go to Warsash, a small 
eer village near the mouth of the water, and five miles from the Farehain 

ation. 

_ There are several very good fishermen (one in particular named Finger) 
living there who know the best spots, and who will provide a boat, bait, liaes, 
&c., at very reasonable prices, and good accommodation can be had at the 
Rising Sun Inn, close to the river. It sometimes occurs that better fishing is 
to be had out in the Solent than inside Southampton water, and the best 
place to stop at for that purpose is Hill Head, immediately opp »site the Queen’s 
ae at Osborne, and four miles from the Fareham Station, from which a 

us runs. 

_ There is a comfortable inn here, and the landlord’s soa can provide a bo at, 
&c., and knows where to take a visitor. The best time is the week in which 
there are neap tides, and yuu should be on the fishing-ground so as to fish 
about the last half of the ebb and the first half of the flood. At other times 
the tide runs so strong as to carry the lines astern, and prevent a bite from 
being felt. The baits used are rag and lug worm, small smelts, and live 
shrimps, all of which can be generally got in the neighbourhood. On one 
ccecasion I was in a party of three, and we caught seventeen dozen of laige 
whiting in about four hours. But, of course, it varies. Sometimes a lot of 
dog fish are caught, and then good-bye to the whiting. At other times you 
may catch now and then a mackerel or a small codling, flounders, eels, &c. 

On a fine day, with good company, provender, and last, but not least, good 
sport, it is very enjoyable, and need not be expensive. A letter to Mr. Robert 
Evans, Rising Sun Inn, Warsash, Fareham, or Mr. John Savage, Osborne 
View, Hill Head, Fareham, will no doubt meet with attention, and the next 
two or three weeks is the height of the season.—I am, &c., SOLENT. 


THE GRAVELLING. 

S1r,—In your issue of last Saturday, Major Horsfall, writing from New- 
cestle-on-Suir, wauts to know what kind offish the ‘* gravelling,’’ locally so 
called on the ‘* Suir and its tributaries,” is. 

The gravelling is simply a ‘ par,’’ that is, a salmon fry, before it puts on its 

travelling scales. All the old fishermen hold that they are a distinct species 
of fish in themselves, and magistrates are slow to convict anyone caught killing 
them, for the same reason. But surely now, after so many years’ controversy 
about them, and the proofs brought to bear on the subject by proprietors of 
artificial spawning beds. &c., there ought to beno doubt as to what they are. 
Mr. Francis Francis had, in the Brighton Aquarium, some salmon-fry (of the 
recognised kind), and some (a few) gravelling in the same tank. When turn- 
ing on the salt water, he did not care to remove the latter as they were so fe y— 
he would let them take their chance ; but what was bis surprise to find that as 
soon as the ‘ gravelling’’ came in contact with the sea water, they gradually 
as on the travelling scales, and became to all intents and purposes salmon 
ry. 
Numberless facts can be quoted to show that ‘‘ par ” and ‘* gravelling ’’ are 
salmon fry in their fresh-water state, and often remain for one, two, and some- 
times three years in the streams and rivers before returning into the sea, during 
which time they have milt, and (some say), roe, the same as mature fish,—I am, 
&c., R. BraDForD, Conservator, Clonmel. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


By L. B. 


On Friday evening, November 16th, the usual monthly meeting of the 
West Central Association of London and Provincial Angling Societies 
took place at the Portman Arms, Great Quebec-street, Baker Street ; 
Mr. P. Geen occupying the chair, Mr. Beckett facing him in the 
vice ; while Mr. L. Bonvoisin officiated as secretary pro tem. 

After the reading and passing of the minutes of the previous 
meeting, the question of fishing right on Heigham Sounds was 
gone into at length, Messrs. Adean, Hotham, Beckett, Geen, 
Bonvoisin, Murphy, Humphries, Packman and others, each taking 
part in the discussion, the delegate from the Stanley Anglers in 
particular (whose name unfortunately I did not note) making some 
very sensible remarks. Finally the following proposition and amend- 
ment were sent upto the chair, and upon being put, the former was 
carried by Iq4 votes toTIr. 

Proposed by Mr. Adeane, seconded by Mr. Robert Humphries :— 
«That the matter of Heigham Sounds be not at present entertained 
by the association, it being a matter far removed and our funds being 
much wanted near home; but that at the same time the association is 
glad to see appeals have been made to private anglers and angling 
clubs, which it is sincerely hoped may prove successful.” 
Amendment by Mr. Packman, seconded by Mr. Deane :—‘ That a 
sum of £5 5s be sent to the Great Yarmouth Piscatorial Society, with 
a warm expression of our sympathy, and that we further recommend 
the matter to the serious consideration of the other two London As- 
sociations, viz:—the United London Anglers’ Central Committee and 
the Central Association.” 

In the matter of a secretary to succeed Mr. T. Hoole, three gentle~ 
men were put forward as candidates, viz :—Mr. Adeane of the West. 
bourne Park Piscatorial, proposed by Mr. Buttery, seconded by Mr, 
Archer—g votes. 

Mr. Medcalfe, Amicable Brothers, praposed by Mr. Worledge, 
seconded by Mr. Fairbrother-—s votes. 

Mr. Henry J. Tibbatts, of the Good Intent Angling Society, pro~ 
posed by Mr.” Murphy, seconded by Mr. Beckett—tIg votes, 

Mr. Tibbatts was therefore elected, and in thanking the delegates, 
made some sensible and practical remarks that augur well for his 
future success as secretary of an agsocjatiqn which itis not ovess 
rating to say is the first and leading one of its bind in the kingdom 
The Chairman, Mr, Geen, next spoke about anglers’ rights on the 
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river Thames, quoting at great length from a capital article on the 
subject which appeared in the J'mes of the Ioth instant, and also a 
letter from the secretary of the Society for the Preservation of Com- 
mons and Open Spaces. The chairman’s remarks were frequently 
interrupted by hearty ‘‘ Hear, hears.” 

The following resolution by Mr. Starr, seconded by Mr. R. Murphy, 
was carried unanimously, ‘‘ That a hearty vote of thanks be conveyed 
to the Society for the Preservation of Commons and Open Spaces, forthe 
great interest they are showing in the maintenance of the rights 
of the public to the free use of the River Thames, and that the various 
societies be asked to pass and forward similar resolution. 

Upon a proposition by Mr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Castell, a 
sum of £5 5s. was voted to the Reading and District Thames 
Angling Preservation Society. aa 

Some conversation having taken place re Night Fishing in the 
Thames and the Recent Conviction for same (see last week’s 
GAZETTE), the roll was called by the secretary, the following societies 
responding :—Amicable Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, Acton Piscatorial, 
City of London, Cambridge Friendly, Duke of Norfolk. Golden Barbel, 
‘Good Intent, Gresham, Hammersmith Club, Hammersmith United, 
Knights of Knightsbridge, King-fishers, Marylebone, North Western, 
Portsmouth Waltonians, Queen’s, Rodney, South London, Stanley 
Anglers, St. John’s Wood Piscatorial, Waltonians, Westbourne Park 
Piscatorials, Kingsland Brothers, Independent, Jovials, and Messrs, 
Ghurney and Metcalfe from the United London Anglers’ Central Com- 
mittee, 





A hearty vote of thanks to the chair and vice-chairman brought the — 
business to a close, 4 ? 

In my last Jotting’s I acknowledged having received some specimen ~ 
fish from Mr. Woolfall. I should have said from Mr. Ridgway, of — 
Manchester, and I most heartily beg that gentleman’s pardon. Both — 
Mr. Woodfall and Mr. Rigway had kindly promised me a specimen or © 
two. of the fish alleged to be graining—hence my mistake, which is all — 
the more excusable as. I had not Mr. R.’s letter when I wrote my ~ 
notes, having already sent it on to Doctor Ginther, together with the — 
specimen that he (the Dr.) mig htsee what Mr. Ridgway said about the © 
fish. As soon as I hear from Dr. Giinther I will send Mr. Ridgway a _ 


line, and publish the opinion of this high authority in my weekly ry 
Jottings. < 
Mr. Roach succeeds Mr, Lawford as secretary of the Golden ~ 


Barbel Angling Society, and from him I hear that t hings are looking — 
up, attendance of members and shows of fish improving and every- 
thing going on satisfactorily. 





ERRATA.—In the poem, ‘‘ Landscape with Cattle: Deeside,’’ which ap-. 
peared last week, the printer has omitted the word ‘them,’ at cnd of fourth — 
line, nd “swcuad,”’ at end of third line from end, quite spoiling the sense. 

Grorce JAMES Haron, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Uerbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent — 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required — 
from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuineornot. Patronised by — 


some of the best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, 
attended to.—(ADvT.) 


Orders puactually 





Ready on MONDAY, price ONE SHILLING, HARPER'S DECEMBER, ze, CHRISTMAS, NUMBER, 
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CHRISTMAS NUMBER this yearis the December Number, Price One Shilling. Al] 


Booksellers, 
an exceptionally beautiful nature. 


It contains EIGHT SEPARATE FULL PAGE ILLUSTRATIONS, printed on plate paper, and ABOUT SEVENTY OTHERS of 
Among the attractions of the Number are—‘' A PERSONAL SKETCH OF ALFRED TENNYSON,” 


by Mrs. THACKERAY-RITCHIE, with Illustrations; ‘A GOSSIP ABOUT THE WEs5T HIGHLANDERS,” by WILLIAM BLACK, . 


illustrated by ABBEY ; a Paper entitled 


oy 





RISTMAS ” 


by GEORGE WILLIAM CURTIS, Illustrated; a Humorous Dramatic Sketch, entitled ““ THE REGISTER,” by W. D. HOWELLS ; a 
Story entitled ‘‘ THERE’S MANY A SLIP ’TWIXT THE CUP AND THE LIP,” by CHARLE3 READE; The Milkmaid,” a charm- 
ing Poem, by AUSTIN Dopson ; A THRILLING GHOST STORY, by P. Y. PEMBER; A Fine Christmis Poem, by F. L. Mace; A 
BEAUTIFUL POEM, by J. G. WHITTIER, etc. The Number has involved extraordinary expense in its préparation, but while it will be 


AN UNUSUALLY BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY 


attention is especially drawn to it as the first of a regular series, which will surpass all previous undertakings in Magazine Literature. 


NUMBER 





Lonpon: SAMPSON. LOW, 


MARSTON, SEARLE, 


AND. RIVINGTON, 188, FLEE£ STREET, E.C. 





No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain 


STEPHENS’ 


STAINS FOR WOO 


PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 


D NAT 





INDEMAURS 
URAL BAIT)". 


PRESERVED 
ROACH, DACE, GUDGEON| ° 


is. Gd. per dozen, post free. 


TROUT OVA AND FRY. 


Orders booked at the fo lowing low rates :— 
OVA SALMO FARIO .to 40s. per 1000 





LEVENENSIS ....i0. dO, 5 do 

Ms 3} FONTINALIS..., 253, 35/508 ate 
FRY SALMO FARIO ......... "308. 99-6033. 04 
5 » LEVENENSIS “do. 95 HOpunR 
i. «. FONTINALIS 40a 408.5 808: aay 


YEARLINGS AT PROPORTIONATE RATES. 
Hatching Apparatus, and Fishing Tackle of all 
kinds supplied. 





WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 


EBONY. 53) 


PEAR TREE!ROAD, DERBY. 


Advice given, and Fisheries laid ou‘. = 
ADDRESS} 4 





Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe- || » 

ditious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards | | — 

wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney, Geld Medal, 








Adelaide, 1881. 
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Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by post 
on application to 


HENRY C. STEPHENS, 
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191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 











THOMAS FORD, 


r MANOR FISHERY, | : 
Caistor, Lincolnshire. ; 


1s. ; 130 different flies with ways of manu= 


LONDON & COUNTY 
COMPARY, LIMITED, 


Cash advances from 
£10 to £500, at mode- 
Bills dis- 


out Fishing,” 
Hie? facture and seasons of use. 





For ORNAMENTAL Ponps AND AQUARIA. ; 
57 & 58, 7) 2 
CHANCERY Lang, | COLD FISH (Gold Orfen) — 


JouHN STONE, Sec. 
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Milward’s Fish Hooks 


MADE FROM THE 
VERY BEST CAST STEEL WIRE, 
EVERY HOOK PERFECT, 


H. MILWARD & SONS, 


WASHFORD MILLS, 
dhe vied chy OF at Bn it Gs Ss 


Stand at Exhibition, 
INLAND FISHERIES, DIVISION No, 








ESTABLISHED OVER HALF A CENLUKY, 


JOHN COOPER,|H0USEHOLD RECIPES, ; 


(Only son and successor of the late Mr, John Cooper,) 


BIRD AND FISH PRESERVER, 


To H,R.H, the Duke of Edinburgh, 


28, RADNOR STREET, ST. LUKE’S, E.C. a GOOD THINGS a 
an 


SILVER MEDALS IN 1878, 1880, AND 
EDINBURGH EXHIBITION, 1882. ~ 


The Silver Medal, 1878, was awarded to Mr. John Cooper 
at the Piscatorial Exhibition, at the Westminster Aquarium 
for the best speciwens of Stuffed Fish. 


NEAR THE CHURCH, OLD STREET. 





FOR SALE ar R. ECKHARDT’S, & 
LIBBINCHEN, GUBEN, GERMANY. 5 





For a Hundred Excellent and Palatable 


Write to Messrs. GOODALL, BACKHOUSE, & 
CO., LEEDS, enclosing a penny stamp for postage, 
when you will be presented witha valuable book of 
100 pages, bound in cloth and fully illustrated, — 
calle ; r 


MADE, SAID, AND DONE, FOR EVERY 
HOME AND HOUSEHOLD. 





‘¢ The book embraces a wide field of usefulness.’’—Britis 
Workwoman. 
“‘ Can scarcely fail to’ prove of service.””—The Rock. 
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Dec, 1, 1883] 
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Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisnine GazatteE, No. 12, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. } 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, ray 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications. v 

Tus Fisuinc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W 
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 


ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 
The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpos 
free, 10s, 6d, 


To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ot 
Tue Fisuine Gazette, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin, 
~_ American Office and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N.B,—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Money Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs.Sampson Low, Marston, anp Co., the Proprietors, 
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THE TEACHINGS OF THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


A? the meeting of the Society of Arts, on Wednesday evening 

last, Mr. A. J. R. Trendell, Literary Superintendent of the 
Exhibition, read a most interesting paper on “ The Teachings 
ofthe Fisheries Exhibition.” The room of the society was filled 
in every part, and an animated discussion took placeat the close of 
the lecture ; in fact, when Mr. S. Wilmot (the Canadian Com- 
missioner), Mr. Willis Bund, LL.D., Mr. Dicey (the Austro- 
Hungarian Commissioner), Mr. Crossman (of the Executive 
Committee), and several other gentlemen had spoken, the Presi- 
dent was obliged to close the discussion on account of the late 
hour by proposing a vote of thanks to the lecturer. This having 
been most warmly accorded, Mr. Trendell replied briefly, and 
said he would reserve what he had to say in answer to the sug- 
gestions that had been made fora future opportunity. As the 
paper will be published shortly, with the discussion and Mr. 
Trendell’s replies, we will reserve our notice of it. 


SE ES RY ES 





A FEW NOTES ON THE FLOUNDERS OF THE 
TRENT. 





By THE “Trent Otter.” 


diets peculiar, yet. withal very delicious and bold-biting fish, 

is, 1 am glad to say, coming to the front ; for several articles 
on this subject have lately appeared in the columns of the 
FisHInG GAZETTE, and so I venture to add my quota to the 
common stock, hoping these notes may be useful and interesting 
to anglers generally. 

The drawing by Mr. Temple in last week’s Gazerre is a very 
good representation of the Trent flounder, with the exception 
that our flounders are a little wider according to the length as 
shown there. The colouring of these fish varies considerably, 
some of them being of a beautiful bright brown on the back, 
spotted with crimson spots, while others are of a much darker 
brown, and the spots darker, while others again are nearly black, 
without any spots to be seen. I have taken all these different 

_ coloured flounders out of one swim and in one day. Odd ones 
have cream-coloured patches on_ their backs, but they are only 
met with occasionally. They are of a beautiful creamy white on 
their bellies. The line that runs down the middle of the back 
feels very sharply rough to the fingers. The eyes and mouth are, 
as it were, all on one side, and a peculiar thing sometimes 
happens. You may be looking over your bag of flounders, and 
you may perhaps notice one out of the number to be what we 
call left-handed—that is, his eyes and mouth are ona different side 
to the majority. Itis only very rarely that we catch a “ left- 
handed un”’; in a general way their mouths are on the right side, 
They spawn, I believe, during the beginning of February, or 
perhaps during the latter part of January. I have occasionally 
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taken them during Christmas time with the ova ina very forward 
state. I believe they bury themselyes in the sand on the shady 
and quiet parts of the river to perform this operation. Some 


- anglers seem to think that they go down to the brackish waters 


to spawn ; but I believe they spawn in the places where they are 
generally found during the summer, because, as I said before, I 
have caught them about Christmas time, when the weather has 
been fine and open, with the ova in a very forward state. Asa 
breeder it is very prolific. They get in good condition by the 
beginning of May; indeed, we generally used to start flounder- 
fishing in this district on ‘‘ May Fair day””—that is, May 14th—if 
water and weather were anything like favourable. In fact, some 
of re used to reckon on it; but now we dare not go until June 
16th. 

Taking them altogether, the flounders of the Trent do not run 
very big—the average might be about four or so to the pound. 
Sometimes we get some real good ones. I have taken them and 
seen them taken over 1 lb. each. I got one this season that was 
134 inches long and g#inches wide, but I did not weigh it. 
Close to Newark they do not run big in a general way. As we go 
lower down the river, nearer Gainsborough, they get bigger. 

Flounder-fishing is capital sport when you get in a suitable 
place, and find them well on. The best places for them are slow 
streams, near the side, where the bottom is sandy and clean. He 
does not like mud at all; a corner, away from the main stream, 
where the water is, comparatively speaking, quiet, is almost a 
sure find ; a rowof willows, close to the water’s edge, with about 
from 3 to § feet of water, a couple of yards out, isa good spot, 
provided the bottom is clean ard sandy and the stream steady—in 
fact, all the sandy slacks and shallows of the Lower Trent contain 
flounders more or less. Yet he is not confined to these places, 
for I have caught him in the rushing waters of a weir when 
ledgering for barbel, or out of a strong stream 14 feet deep, when 
float-fishing for those fish or chub; but they are only odd ones that 
are caught under those circumstances, and mostly very large ; 
and so, when we go for flounders, we generally pick the shallow, 
quiet, sandy streams, or, I should say, slacks. 

You need not be very particular about your tackle for flounder- 
fishing. No need for drawn gut of exquisite fineness, or floats 
so nicely weighted that if a fish looks at the bait you can detect 
it; so, perhaps, if I just give my own modus operandi, it will be 
a fair example vf Trent floundering. 

The rod is an ordinary chub rod, from 11 to 12 feet long, with 
solid safety rings, fairly strong and stiff. It is best to havea 
stoutish rod, because eels of 1 lb. each or upwards are sometimes 
attracted into the swim by the groundbait, and they take a fancy 
to the wriggling tail end of lob intended for the flounder; and if 
you happen to be using a very light roach rod, why a 2 lb. eel 
will not improve it. Speaking of a rod, I might just say that some 
anglers like arod that hasa multiplicity of joints init. Now, 
they are very useful, not for fishing—oh, dear, no!—but for con- 
venience of carriage. A rod with no more than three joints 
to itis far and away the best for work—more killing power 
and less weight. I always use for flounder-fishing my 
chub rod, reel, and line. The bottom tackle is a yard of 
medium gut, armed witha No. 7 round bent Carlisle hook, and 
Carrying some 6 or 7 BB split shots, that will balance nicely a 
medium-sized Pelican quill float. Thus equipped you have got 
all the tackle you require. I remember some two or three seasons 
ago going down the river some eight or nine miles to fish a nice 
slack corner, nearly opposite to Sutton Holmes, a famous spot for 
flounders. It was, if I remember aright, the opening day of the 
season. We were lucky enough to find the swim unoccupied, and 
also lucky enough to borrow a boat, which we anchored at the 
head of the swim. We had some five or six hundred large lob- 
worms with us, and also a couple of hundred beautiful maiden 
lobs among some clean moss, thatI had been attending to and 
nursing with almost maternal care for a month beforehand. The 
first proceeding after making the boat fast was to ground- 
bait with about two hundred worms cut very, very 
small, and drop them nicely over the side of the boat. 
My companion, in the meantime, had got his tackle ready and 
made a start. Before I had properly seen to the groundbaiting 
and got my own rod in hand he had landed four good flounders ; 
and as the last of the four was kicking in his grasp, he quietly 
remarked, ‘‘ Come, Jack, look sharp! they mean business to-day”; 
and business they did mean, for that day we caught eighty-six 
with rod and line out of that one swim. A rare good sample of 
flounders they were, too. We just dropped the tackle overboard 
and let it go very steadily down the slow swim, and it was not 
very long before one or the other gota bite. I might just 
say that the bait must lie on the bottom, and that the very best 
bait that can be used is the tail end of a well-scoured maiden 
lobworm. 

I have known these fish to fetch as much as 6d. or 8d. per Ib. 
They are delicious; in fact, as Walton says about some other fish, 
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they are a deal “ too good for any but anglers or very honest 
men.” I believe myself that they will be a very valuable addition 
to the sporting and edible fishes ofthat part of the Thames in 
which Mr. Spreckley has succeeded in placing them. May his 
fondest hopes be realised, and may the fishermen reap a lasting 
benefit from the result of his labours. 


(ge 





PISCATORIAL SCRAPS. 


pda lar, Oe 


>a commencing on the work indicated by this heading 

I havea few words to say as to the object I have in under- 
taking the task of offering to the readers of the FisHinc GAZETTE 
my opinion on current piscatorial subjects. 

‘T anticipate that a large number of anglers, who, like myself, 
take a deep interest in all questions affecting our sport, are from 
time to time considerably disappointed at finding that, notwith 
standing the increasing number of piscatorial writers, many of 
whom are men of untiring energy, and some few of conspicuous 
ability, subjects of vital interest to us are passed by with little 
or no notice. 

No doubt it may be said that anyone could call attention to 
these neglected subjects by letter: but whose duty is it to do so? 
«No one’s in particular,” must be the reply. Atany rate, itis not 
done. To remedy this neglect is my chief reason for desiring to 
see some one appointed by the GazETTE to deal with piscatorial 
seraps, and why “I. C. U.” should undertake the task (excuse 
his modesty) is because he is eminenty fitted for the work, and 
although he may not be a member of all the numerous societies 
formed to protect the angler and his interests, yet he has friends 
who move here, there, and everywhere who will give him the 
latest. Besides, he? can at any time interview—he is great at 
interviewing—the presiding geniuses of our craft. I think it 
would be wellto drop the subject of “I. C. U.’s” abilities, as 
time will prove them to be either good, bad, or indifferent. 

I have also something to say in reference to the desirability 
and responsibility of writing under a mom de plume. As to the 
desirability, it is now a generally accepted fact that, if not abso- 
lutely necessary, it is, at any rate, very desirable, not only in the 
interest of journalism, but also in the interests of the public. As 
to the responsibility, I would ask my brother piscators to accept 
my assurance that 1 have not donned a cloak to wound, by sneer 
or innuendo, the feelings of anyone, but shall strive to be fair to 
all, including those with whose opinions I am compelled to 
differ. Of course, I may now and then inadvertently tread on 
someone’s toes—toes are so dreadfully spread out at times; but 
I shall, I am sure, be forgiven by the sufferer when he remembers 
that facts, like physic, are often disagreeable, yet sometimes very 
essential and beneficial. 

* * * # ‘ * 

Anglers’ and oarmen’s rights on the Thames have been exciting 
subjects of discussion for many years past, yet at no previous 
period have they occupied so large a share in the thoughts of 
those interested as at the present time. Now the riparian owners 
are holding counsel together and determining that the number of 
their claims shall not only keep pace with this increased interest, 
but also be more openly asserted. 

* # a # % * 

Most anglers have once or oftener during their many wander- 
ings found themselves fishing under circumstances which have 
caused them to fear that their order, if any, may not be altogether 
satisfactory to an inquiring mind. It is a most disagreeable feel- 
ing, but one must try to get used to it, as I for one no sooner 
select my pitch on the Thames, throw in a few balls, and settle 
on my box, than I find myself giving as much or more attention to 
who’s coming than to my float. I have had my roach pole several 
years, and I think I should slightly object—very slightly, of 
course—to its being seized and confiscated ; besides, my nerves 
are what they were, and I don’t care to fish, feeling all the time 
as if I were robbing a till. 

* * * * * * 


It’s often said, and believed, that when matters get to their 
worst they must mend: that this particular matter has reached its 
worst stage and will begin to mend is my earnest wish—a wish, 
as will presently be seen, not altogether devoid of hope. 


* * * * * * 


I have unlimited faith in anglers—‘I. C. U.,” of course, 
included—but it does not enable me to disguise from myself the 
fact that we are unequal to the fight that is looming in the imme- 
diate future. If anyone doubts our utter incapacity, I would ask 
him to study the balance sheet of the Thames Rights Defence 
Association, which will show that a three years’ appeal for fund 





to undertake this work has resulted in a balance of £ 50—this in 
face of the pertinent fact that all our leaders are on their com- 
mittee, and the treasurer a man who has undoubtedly given more 
time and has a fuller khowledge of the subject than any other 
lawyer breathing. 

* * * * * * P 

How fortunate that just as we are compelled to arrive at this 
conclusion we learn that a powerful society altogether outside our- 
selves are investigating the subject with a view to grappling with 
it, and if we may judge by their past efforts we need have no fear 
as to the result. Amateur as I am, I can promise the Society for 
the Preservation of Commons and Open Spaces that if resolu. 
tions by the dozen will in any way assist them they are at their 
service, as resolutions and holding up of hands is no weak point 
with us. 

* * * * * * 4 

I think the following, which is a cutting from the Postmaster 
General’s speech at Reading on the rsth inst., is worth reading 
again and again :— 

‘There is not a breezy heath or an open down which may not 
at any moment be imperilled if the most constant watchfulness is 
not exercised., “Toa nation steadily advancing in population like 
our own, the struggle of competition becoming more severe, a 
greater strain ever being put alike upon body and mind, the pre- 
servation of the recreation grounds of the nation becomes every 
year a question of growing importance. (Hear, hear.) We have 
not far to seek in orderto discover how necessary it is to be on 
the alert. Close to this town the Thames flows through some of 
the most lovely scenery in England. No pleasanter hours I ever 
pass than in rowing along its quiet reaches. I do not know 
whether you may have happened to notice inthe Z2mes of Monday 
last a description of encroachments that are now taking place in 
many parts on the banks of the Thames. Many a delightful 
backwater will be closed, many a charming pathway will be shut 
up, and the angler will find that he can no longer resort to many 
a favourite pool if we do not bestir ourselves to secure better 
protection for our great national river.” 

To fully appreciate and correctly estimate this language it is 
necessary to add a cutting from a speech made to the same 
meeting by Mr. Shaw-Lefevre, M.P., who has proved himselfa 
doughty champion of the public interest :— 

‘““We have saved the London commons from enclosure; we 
have compelled Parliament to regard the interests of the labouring 
man when enclosures take place; but, even more, we have com- 
pletely altered public opinion, and now, when questions on the 
subject arise in the House of Commons, we are able to defeat 
the strongest combination of railway directors, lords of manors, 
and other interested parties.” i 

This reads like business, and justifies our hoping that Parliament 
will in the near future be called upon to set at rest all doubts as 
to the public’s right to navigate and fish the Thames and its 
backwaters, from Cricklade, in the county of Wilts, to Yantlet, 
in the county of Kent. 

* * * * * * ‘ 

I have said that Iam good at interviewing, and a good thing too, 
asI am getting ina fog about the flounder business. First, we 
learn that a number of thousands of small ones have been placed 
in the river up Kingston way with the hope that they might grow 
and multiply. A fortnight afterwards—iast, Monday—I got ne 
from the same town to the effect that a large party of the Tha 
Angling Preservation Society were busy netting them out again. 
I know that flounders grow and multiply very rapidly, but surely 
some member or members of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society must have got flounders on the brain to suppose tha 
fourteen days is sufficient for both these purposes. ‘= 

* * * * * * 

I must also go to 41, Trinity Square, as I have much to 
about the New Thames Fishery By-laws, but before doing oat 
want to know if the Conservators themselves have yet got ove 
the job of interpreting them. De 

* * * * * 







Shocking, very, very, very shocking, is what the better hal! 
said when she read the paragraph in a piscatorial paper to the 
effect that one of my brother anglers had so far forgot himself 
to wish no less than six other brother anglers dead. Who are 
the six? That’s the question that troubles me and disturbs m 
sleep, and not the whiskies. There can be no rest for me until. 
have been to Barnes to see Mr. P. Geen, as I havea fear that 
of the ill-wished may be 





GrorcE JAMES Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfull invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES {or the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is require? 
from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuine ornot, Patronised by 
some of the best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal-hooks. Prices’ 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; {Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to.—(ApvT.) 
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HEIGHAM SOUNDS. 


GECRETARIES of societies and others having funds subscribed 

for assisting in testing the above case in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench would greatly assist the Yarmouth Piscatorial Society by 
forwarding them as soon as possible to the Treasurer, A. Mit- 
chell, Esq., M.D , as although it is proposed that, unless we get 
sufficient funds at once, two delegates from the society will wait 
as a deputation on some of the societies in London, it would be 
impossible to visit all societies. 


J. Lark, hon. sec. 
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MR. SILK AND THE BLACK BASS. 


E see, from Forest and Stream and other American sporting 
papers, that the prosecution got up against the guides 
who solda few hundred small black bass to Mr. Silk has broken 
down completely. We now hope that the American papers and 
those who have so hastily condemned Mr. Silk will admit they 
have done him a wrong, and that it is utterly false to say that 
those who sent him over did so from mercenary motives, unless 
the attempt, and very expensive attempt, to acclimatise a foreign 
fish can be called a mercenary affair. 








THE DIPLOMAS, &c. 


WE understand that the Exhibition Diplomas will not be 

ready for distribution until next March probably; they are 
to be elaborate works of art printed in colours. The money 
awards can be had by applying to the secretary. The medals 
have, many of them, been distribated. The design is extremely 
handsome. We understand that coloured casts are being pre- 
pared to sell ata small price; they will prove very interesting 
memorials of the Exhibition. 

The prospectus of the next exhibition has been issued. We 
are glad to notice that Mr. Birkbeck is on the executive com- 
mittee, which, in the case of this exhibition, has been selected 
by the Prince of Wales. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


ANGLING IN GREAT BRITAIN.* 


M®*® SENIOR has hit upon a very happy idea for the plan of 
I his work. He first gives a general survey of angling, and 
then treats it more particularly, following the natural order of the 
seasons—spring, summer, autumn, and winter. 

‘“‘The opening sentence of this Handbook I should like to be 
the expression of a belief—to wit, that, take it all in all, year in 
year out, there is no better sport in the world for the angler than 
in Great Britain.” With this comforting statement we entirely 
agree, for though it is true larger catches may be madeat certain 
times in North America or in Scandinavia, the bigness of the 
bag is by no means a criterion by which to judge sport. We 
have all heard of anglers who, after travelling thousands of miles, 
after ‘‘ roughing it”? for weeks or months, have become utterly 
satiated and disgusted with sport. The fish are so plentiful and 
unsophisticated that to catch tiem requires the exercise of no art 
at all; itis simply a matter of pulling them out with a hook. 
Then there are those pests, mosquitoes—sufficient in themselves 
4 make the pursuit of angling where they exist a burden to the 

esh. 

To make good his statement, Mr. Senior quotes accounts of 
takes of various kinds of fish which have been made recently— 
wonderful bags of salmon on Scotch and Irish rivers, seventeen 
Thames trout taken in one week, weighing nearly 100 lb. ; Messrs. 
Jardine and Knechtli’s forty pike, the ten largest of which 
weighed 135 lb.—an incident which might appropriately be 
recollected as ‘‘the Capture of the Forty Thieves.” The achieve- 
ments_of Mr. Wheeldon among the roach and barbel, of Messrs. 
Wheatsone and Walker among the tench, and other notable 
catches of the last year are referred to as “results which speak 
for themselves, given as they occur to me at the moment, and 
not by any effort of research ; and if I wished to extend the list of 
good baskets, the averages of the last five years, as they may be 
_ unearthed from the periodical literature devoted to the subject, 
' would probably show as fine, and much finer sport, in some of 
the branches of angling upon which I have casually touched.” 





* «Angling in Great Britain.”” By William Senior (‘* Red Spinner’’), 
Issued in connection with the Great International Fisheries Exhivition. 
London: William Clowes and Sons, 13, Charing Cross, S,.W. Price ts. 


i,’ . 


The rest of our author’s “ general survey” is devoted chiefly 
to a picturesque description of the principal angling waters of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Then come the chapters on fishing, 
and very entertaining, bright, and poetical chapters they are. 
‘‘Red Spinner”’ is never dull or tedious, and never vulgar; in- 
deed, his writings are a standing protest against that beet-house 
literature which, under some angling title, is chiefly devoted to 
a chronicle of bad jokes, tobacco, and victuals and drink. We 
think the aim of every writer on angling should be to elevate the 
art and not to lower it, to keep as high a standard as possible. 
In these days of ever-increasing encroachments on angling rights 
the only hope we see lies in the union of all angling interests, and 
in making them respected by the public generally, A work like 
this little Handbook, apart from its interest to anglers, isa 
distinct gain to angling generally, because it presents it from a 
high standpoint—one which must gain respect for it from all 
whose respect is worth having. 

We have not space to follow “Red Spinner” as he fishes 
through the different seasons, but must content ourselves with an 
account of a day’s pike-fishing in winter as being most appro- 
priate to the present time. 


‘*On a day like the one in which we are supposed to be fishing the Squire’s 
lake, fine tackle is more than ever a necessity, for not only is there an absence 
of wind, but the water is, unfortunately, abnormally clear. The direful weed, 
anarchis, has, as usual, installed itself in the lake, and, but for the use of an 
ingenious steam ploughing machine, would render pike-fishing an impossibility, 
so densely has it taken possession. The first few casts produce nothing. In 
fact, to be truthful, I must confess that two hours pass before any sign of sport 
is forthcoming. This ina choice preserve, known to be, as the saying goes, 
full of pike, is ominous, for the voracious nature of the fish is such that, if he 
means taking, he does not waste time in pondering over the how and where- 
fore. But fate relents towards the afternoon, and a pretty ripple dances over 
the more exposed portions of the lake. A long cast into one of the open 
spaces brings me the first fish. It moves, nevertheless, in a most mysterious 
way. Upon feeling the attack you, of course, strike sharply. Anglers ars 
earnestly impressed with the duty in fishing for pike of striking hard, so as to 
plunge the barbs into the bony palate ; and they are recommended, if in doubt, 
to strike a second time. There is little necessity for the advice. The rousing 
shake which a hungry pike gives to a spinning bait acts upon the angler as if 
he had received a violent blow in the face, and he will assuredly strike back 
again; in other words, he involuntarily gives his line a quick twitch. The 
pike then shakes his head angrily, as if he would worry the bait into pieces, 
and the arm of the angler again inyoluntarily responds to this by another sharp 
strike. 

“Our fish at present, however, seems to be indulging in a relay of rotatory 
movements that are incomprehensible, but they are partly explained when the 
captive is brought to the side of the boat; the line is wound six times round 
the body of the fish so tightly that in one of the circles it has cut into the 
belly. The boat is next slowly pulled about in the deeper water, where in 
winter time the fish lie; but the wind has dropped again, and the day seems 
to yield nothing heavier than 7 or 81b., and there are only some eight or ten 
fish lying at the bottom of the half-boat half-punt. Allusion has been m>de 
to a little promontory jutting out from the lawn, at the end of which the food 
is thrown in for the swans; and although the water there is shallow, itis a 
reasonable supposition that the clustering of small fry, picking up grains of 
barley and what-not, may have induced a cunning pike to sneak around in the 
rear. Just half-an-hour before dark, putting this theory to the proof, we get 
towards that quarter, and afresh dace, bright as silver, falls into the water 
about a yard from the land. Apparently from the outer fringe of a mass of 
decayed weeds, and in not more than a foot depth of water, something arrow- 
lik» speeds straight away, churning up the water as it goes. There is no half- 
heartedness about the smack-bang of the transaction. 

‘‘ The fish, as you may wager without seeing the result, has taken every one 
of the hooks into his safe keeping, and has only to be allowed to take his owa 
course to be added to the spoil already accumulated. Given strong tackle, 
well tried before the day’s angling begins, there is little excuse for the loss, by 
breaking away, of a well-hooked pike, however large it may be, barring such 
accidents as fouling with trees, or hanging the line up in some irretrievable 
position. And a 16-lb. pike on a spinning flight does not give in all of a 
moment. Your pike never fights out the battle like some of the fish that have 
been spoken of in the course of these pages, but he puts out all his strength 
and speed when hooked only with snap tackle, and is by no means a con- 
temptible antagonist. This fellow leaps out of the water after a thirty yards’ 
gallop, and plunges into a weed bank. But I winch up to him in the boat, 
dislodge him, and gaff him, to put the crowning weight to the sum total, 
which the keeper's man bears, staggering, away with me in a rush basket to 
the station.”’ 


Many very practical and useful hints in fly-fishing, spinning, 
float-fishing, &c., will be found in Mr. Senior’s pages, and we 
can with pleasure recommend our readers to obtain his most 
excellent litthke Handbook. Although fishing for trout is the 
fishing he prefers, he is not above salmon-fishing, and looks 
forward to a day’s roach-fishing with as much pleasure as any 
Lea veteran. 








IRISH FISHING NOTES. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Dublin, Nov. 28, 1883. 


WITH regard to angling in Irish water's, it is needless to inform our 
readers that, with the exception of pike, the pastime is for the season 
at an end, In Western lakes this class of fish, which are much 
esteemed by many for their flavour, are reported as most plentiful and 
in fine condition, and amateur anglers in Mayo, Sligo, and Galway 
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lakes are said to have made fine hauls within the past six days. 
Perhaps the finest fishing to be found in the United Kingdom for 
trout is to be had on Loughs Owel and Belvidere in county West- 
meath, and during the season now practically closed the best sport in 
Ireland was obtained there, but this pastime will not be in full fling 
with us on this side of the Channel until the May-fly comes in, when, 
from the careful way in which the fish are preserved, anglers may ex- 
pect many weeks of thorough enjoyment. I have been assured by 
very competent authority that more than five hundred English amateur 
anglers were engaged for a couple of months on the lakes mentioned, 
while other large contingents whipped the various streams, North, 
South, East,and West, during the season just terminated. Results 
have been very satisfactory, giving promise of even a larger influx of 
British visitors in the coming season. In the river Liffey up to the 
last day permissible for taking salmon and trout the hauls were very 
large from Leixlip seawards, the fish being of an uncommonly heavy 
character. Down at the southern point of the North Wall the sport 
was everything that could be desired, and many salmon were landed 
ofan average weight of 4o lb. In the Bally shannon district, in 
far-off Donegal, results were even more satisfactory, a day’s work 
there well repaying the exertions of the Waltonites. Sligo, Tralee, 
Dingle, Youghal, and Waterford sent many consignments across the 
Channel, the produce of English rods, as did the streams in the 
Belmullet district, as well as in those of Antrim and Down. As rod- 
fishing for salmon and trout will not commence until February, there 
is every reason to hope that when that time comes round all the 
varieties will be numerous, and sport suchas to attract largernumbers 
than ever of amateurs from your side of the Channel. I have seen 
within a recent period in Northern rivers’amateur anglers throw aside 
the rod, and taking spear in hand, capture eels as quickly as their 
iustruments could descend, and this was regarded as the most exhi- 
larating sport that could be desired. At any rate I recommend my 
readers when they come to Ireland next season to vary the rod for 
the capture of trout, pike, and salmon, for the spear to bring the fine 
fresh-water eels to land. The excitement and pleasure will amply 
atone for the fatigue. 

Only a word or two anent deep-sea fishing. Amateurs don’t go 
in for it, but they might with advantage as well as instruction. 
Take the case of a fleet of, say, 700 luggers, working off Galway or 
Foynes, in the mackerel and herring season, and just think of the 
delight to true fishermen derivable from seeing the miles on miles of 
net ‘shot’? at sundown from English, Irish, Scottish, Manx, and 
French craft, with the’pleasure of passing a night at sea inthe most 
convivial way, watching the phosphorescent gleam of the Atlantic, 
irradiated by the shoals of fish passing in every direction, while at 
early morn the nets are drawn, and thousands on thousands of fish 
are landed safely in the luggers. And such strange things, too, as 
fall into the _nets—no knowing to what family of the finny tribe they 
belong. One suggestionand [have done. The angling season has 
closed, but the winter deep-sea fishing is-about to commence on the 
Irish coast. Why would not some of your adventurous readers come 
to Ireland, embark on board a lugger at Foynes, go to Loop Head, 
and from that to Dingle, and find out for himself all the glories that 
surround an amateur’s night fishing on the Atlantic ? 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Arnold had a splendid show of roach, dace, and bleak, weighing 
16 lb. 23 oz., the two largest 1 1b. 10 oz. and 1 1b. 6 oz. Mr. Partrick, roach, 
41 1b., one 1 lb. 60z., Mr. Robinson, sen., one perch, 125 0z. Mr, Dwelley, 
roach and gudgeon, 1 Jb. The amiual supper will be held in the club-room, 
on Monday, December roth, at 8.30 p.m. sharp; and the annual distribution 
of prizes will take place on Wednesday, December 19th.—T, WORLEDGE. 





ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 
Since my last report I beg to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of 5s. 
donation from W. Azombar, member of the Good Intent Angling Society.— 
R. GHURNEY, sec. 


ANGLERS’ PRIDE, 

A grand concert took place on Monday, Nov. 26th, for the benefit of Joseph 
Hirst, an old and esteemed member of this society, Mr. J. Soar in the chair. 
The following kindly obliged :—Messrs. G. George, Page, Steadolph, Davis, 
G. P. O’Connor, Parkes, Jones, Watkins, Gray, Evans, and Mrs. Gold. I 
tender my sincere thanks to the angling society and friends that supported this 
concert, and acknowledge the sum of six shillings kindly subscribed by the 
United Brothers, Deptford, which I receive with thanks, and the Peckham 
Brothers likewise. If the societies that have tickets will kindly return them, I 
shall think it an esteemed favour.—J. GAFNEY, sec. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. 

On Monday last our worthy host (W.G. Edwards) and a friend were 
fishing at Wraysbury, when they had the misfortune to meet with an accident, 
Mr. Edwards’ friend falling into a hole ten feet deep. They managed to get 
back to Wraysbury station, where Mr. T. Hoole kindly lent him an entire 
change of clothing, which enabled him to reach home comfortably. At a meet- 
ing of our club on Tuesday a hearty vote of thanks was recorded to Mr. T. 
Hoole for his kindness. On Tuesday, Messrs. G. and W. Edwards, fishing a 
private lake, got a splendid show of jack. There will be four prizes fished 
for at Shepperton, on the 2nd. At Egham, on December gth, there will be 
three prizes presented by Messrs, Burgess, Edwards, and Sampson, — A. 
SAMPSON, hon, sec. 
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BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT AMALGAMATED SOCIETY OF 
ANGLERS. _ 


RULES. ‘ 


(t) That this Committee shall be called ‘The Birmingham and District 
Amalgamated Society of Anglers’ Central Committee. ; ‘ 

(2) That no club be admitted to the Amalgamation without giving satis« 
factory proof to this Committee that their funds are devoted to the true 
purposes of angling. ’ Te 

(3) That this Committee be composed of three representatives from each 
amalgamated club ; the chairman and secretary to be selected from such duly. ~ 
appointed representatives ; the Committee to meet at The Castle and Falcon — 
Inn, Snow Hill, Birmingham, every month, or oftener if required. That such 
representatives be elected annually at the annual meeting of each amalgamated 
club ; notification of the resignation of any representative to be sent to th 
secretary of this Committee, with the name of successor. 

(4) That the object of this Committee be to promote the general interests of - 
all the members of amalgamated clubs, and their railway travelling privileges, 
and to prevent such privileges being abused, or the railway companies being ~ 
imposed upon or defrauded. i> 

(5) That this Committee, on behalf of the amalgamated clubs, confer with 
the railway companies, and arrange all stations to which fishing tickets may 
be granted, and at what fare members can travel. 

(6) That a special stamp be issued by this Committee, which shall be placed - 
prominently on each member’s travelling privilege card, and that each railway 
company be requested to recognise the same. be 

(7) That all railway travelling privilege cards, bearing the stamp of this — 
Committee, used in the commission of imposition or fraud, or in the attempt 
to commit the same, be detained by the railway company, and forwarded to — 
the secretary of this Committee, who shall co-operate with the railway com-— 
pany in instituting proceedings against the offending member or members. i“ 

(8) That any member of the clubs amalgamated with this society abusing or 
infringing the travelling privileges granted by the railway companies (such ~ 
abuse or infringement being reported and substantia!ly proved) shall be ex. 
pelled from his club, and the name or names of such member or members shall 
be reported to each amalgamated club, and all members so offending shall not 
be eligible for membership: of any amalgamated club for twelve: months or 
more, as directed by this Committee. 

(9) That all members of amalgamated clubs shall produce their railway 
travelling privilege card at any time or place if requested by a recognised 
railway official_—W. H. BRECKNELL, sec. ; 


as 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND PISCATORIAL ASSOCIATION. 
The annual dinner of the members and friends will be held at the Grand 
Hotel, Colmore Row, on Thursday evening, December 6h. at 6 o'clock 
prompt. The president, Oliver Pemberton, Esq., J.P., F.R.C.S., will 
preside. —JAMES GreGory, hon. sec. 3 
CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. : 
The following members had fish on the 18th:—Mr. Castell, roach and 
gudgeon from the Thames at Wraysbury, and Mr. Chambers perch from the 
Stort. On the 25th only one went out, Mr. Castell, he weighing in roach from 
the Stort. Our West Central return visit will take place on Wednesday, Dec. 
sth, at our club “house, the Codger’s Hall Tavern, Bride Lane, Fleet Street, 
which is easily reachee by ’bus, rail, or tram from all parts of London.—Cas, 


CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. ; 
Since my last report the following members weighed in fish :—Nov. TIth, 
Mr. R. Banfield, 1 1b. 4 oz. ; Mr. W. Maslin, 1 Ib. 4 0z.; Novy. 18th, Mr. Ey 
Wilson, 4 lb. 7 oz. ; Mr. R. Banfield, 1 1b. 9 oz. of dace; Nov. 21st, Mr. E 
Wilson, 9 1b. 4.0z of roach and dace. Members are requested to attend on 
Thursday, Dec. 5th, to arrange for Christmas prizes to be fished for.—l, 
WILSON, sec. 3 
CLERKENWELL PISCATORIALS. 2, 

The very rough weather on the 25th ult. was a great determent to many of 
the members of this club, and those who were bold enough to venture out were 
not very well rewarded for their trouble, only two of them bringing home any” 
fish. Mr. Turer had a nice show of roach and dace; Mr. Wells, roach.— 
J. W. Power, sec. ; ; 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members have had some first-class sport during the past week. 
Messrs. C. Baker and S. Parsons took between five and six dozen roach, at 
Brentford Dock, on Friday last, and on Tuesday they were very successful 
at Harefield. Mr. Baker secured some fine roach, one weighing I lb. 1 oz. 
Mr. Keiley has also:been fortunate in the Kennet, taking some excellent dace, 
one of 120z. Messrs. West and Gordon have had some good fish ; the latter, 
dace of 4 0z.—J. G. Lu Grys, hon. sec. + 























GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of the above club fished for ten prizes at St. Margaret’s on the 
25th ult. The water was very thick, and with the wind and rain we had a most 
unpleasant day of it ; still, we all stuck to it like Britons, and all the prizes were 
taken, the following being the winners in order :—Mr. Fortescue, £1 IIs. 60 
1st; Mr, Tavener, £1 Is., 2nd; Mr. Haines, £1, 3rd; the rest being 
ali tos. 6d. each: Mr. Hughes, Mr. G. Bates, Mr. Ormes, Mr. Murphy, 
Mr. Maybury, Mr. Hellens, Mr, Devon. There was a fair attendance ol 
members on the 27th, and some important business got through ; é I 
was voted to the Hoole Testimonial fund. Mr. W.B. Wood gives 5s. for th 
heaviest roach taken on Dec. 2.—R. MurpPuHy. 


GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
J have much pleasure in stating that at our extraordinary meeting, accord 
to my report of last week, it was the unanimous vote of the members Pp! 
sent that, although the angling and yachting public have not at present 
scribed, as was at first thought they would have done, to assist in settling sue 
great question of right, that we should persevere, and upwards of | 
was promised at once by those present. Some good jack fishing — 
been had; Mr. Bayfield a brace of nice jack on Monday from Ormesby, and a 
match with him and our president is arranged for £1 a side, and to be given to 
the society whoever wins; the other's £1. This is truly good sport for our 
funds.-—J. LARK, sec. ); +e 


; 
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HEARTS OF OAK ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Poor shows were the order of the day, or rather evening; Mr. A. Fish and 
Mr. Hooper being best with roach. The prizes for November were taken by 


Messrs. Zambia (two prizes), Furlong, Hooper (two prizes), Furlong, A. Fish, | 


Pleydell, jun —C. J. Mixriz. 





HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 


A few-go od fish on the 25th inst. in the club-room, W. Norman winning - 


the proprietor’s daily prize with over 6 lb. of bream 


and roach.—R. 
GHURNEY. 





INDEPENDENT JOVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The Independent Jovials fish a contest, pegged down, at Richmond on 

Saturday afternoon, December 8th, for three prizes. —W. OLIVE, sec. 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly distribution of special prizes took place on Wednesday, the 
28th ult., on which occasion the members indulged inasupper. Mr. A. 
Rogers, the host and treasurer, presided. After the cloth was cleared, the 
chairman presented the prizes, and he in his usual jovial manner complimented 
each winner as they received them. When the presentations were over, the 
following special prizes were given for competition :—Mr. Snooks will give a 
meerschaum pipe, in case, for the heaviest weight of roach taken on the Sundays 
during December; Mr. H. Butt will give tos. 6d. for the second heaviest 
weight of the same kind taken on the same days; Mr. T. Harris will give a 
winch for the heaviest weight of jack taken on the same days; Mr. T. Denni- 
son, sen., will give 1os. 6d. for the heaviest weight of any kind taken on the 
Wednesdays during December—nothing under a pound weight to take the 
prize; Mr, F. A. Hawthorne will give ros, 6d. for the heaviest weight of any 
kind taken on any day during January—no competitor can weigh in less than 
1 Ib. for this prize; Mr. T. Dennison, sen., will give tos. 6d. for the heaviest 
weight of any kind taken on the Wednesdays during February ; Mr. B. Crook 
will give 10s. 6d. for the second heaviest weight taken on the same conditions 
and days; Mr. G. Manning will give tos. 6d. for the heaviest perch 
taken on any Sunday commencing from the 1st Sunday in December until the 
end of the season; Mr. G. Riches will give ros. 6d. for the heaviest chub 
taken on any day, commencing on the same day as above, until the end of the 
season, After the above prizes were given, the remainder of the evening was 
spent in harmony, there being some capital songs by Messrs. G. Riches, J. 
Barnes, G. Manning, G. Edwards, H. Butt, R. Perrin, and others, which, 
with a hearty vote of thanks to the chairman and secretary, brought a very 
pleasant evening toaclose. Mr. T. Dennison, sen., was determined to add to 
the interest of the evening by exhibiting some nice dace, which he took during 
the day.—H. B. 





LEEDS ROCKINGHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

-* The fifth annual dinner of this society was held on Noy. 13th, at the Rock- 
ingham Arms, and was an unqualified success. The chair was occupied by the 
president, Mr. E. F. Atkinson, and the vice-chair by the secretary, Mr. 
G. W. Hellewell. There were also present a deputation from York (Messrs. 
Thompson and Schumaker), and several gentlemen whose waters are fished by 
the society. The toast of the evening, ‘‘The Leeds Rockingham Angling 
Sbciety,’’ was entrusted to Mr. T. Winn, who, in a stirring speech, reviewed 
the work of the past five years, and eulogised the executive for the amount of 
good done during that time, and urged the members to use every megns:in 
their power to raise the society to the proud position of ‘‘ second to none.”’ 
The president, in replying, acknowledged the high compliments paid to the 
executive, and announced the pleasing fact that the committee had that even- 
ing balloted for, and passed a new member, the addition of whose name raised 
the society to its full number (50), and that consequently no other proposals for 
membership could be received. The secretary also acknowledged the toast. Mr. 
Thompson, president of the York Association, in a long and eloquent speech, 
replied to the toast of ‘* The Visitors.’”” The evening was spent most enjoyably, 
and will long be remembered by those present. There have been some good 
takes of fish during the past month, the most notable being those of Mr. W. 
Ward, who on the 7th weighed in with 37 lb. 5 oz. of jack, the largest weigh- 
ing 121 ]b.; and Mr. A. K. Scattergood, who on Saturday, the 17th, managed 
to secure a beautiful specimen of Esox Lucius in the Wharfe, weighing 
14 lb. 6 oz , and which, although not being a large fish, was considered handsome 
enough to be preserved. Several uther members have been most fortunate, 
and the season has altogether been most successful and enjoyable.—R. 

MARYLEBONE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on the 25th, but only one weighel in— 
namely, R. Humphries. At a special meeting held on Tuesday, the 27th, the 
question of night fishing was brought forward, as the angler who was taken 
into custody and locked up from Saturday until Monday and fined is a member 
of this society. The members are determined, after what has been said by the 
president of the West Central Association, to have the matter set right one 
way or the other, or anglers at large will not know right from wrong. It is 
rather a cold job night fishing just now, but what is pleasanter in the summer 
months than a few hours after or a few hours before sunrise on the banks of our 
beautiful rivers ? Just now duck shooting is more my mark by moonlight.— 
HorfsPur. 





ORIGINAL ALEXANDRA ANGLING SOCIETY. : 
We fished a match on the 25th ult. at St. Margaret’s for a number of prizes. 
The following were the successful members :—Ist, Mr. Siegenberg, with a fine 
show of jack ; 2nd, Mr. Moreton, also jack; 3rd, Mr. Hewett, roach ; 4th, 
Mr. Robinson, roach; sth, Mr. F. Hewett, perch, &c. Mr. Dymond, sen., 
had alsosome good jack; and Mr. Stanton, our country member, had a fine 
show of chub.—E. DyMoND, 


PRINCE OF WALES ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We had a good concert on Monday to assist an angler, formerly a member 
of our club. We were ably assisted by members of the Marylebone and other 
societies, Our worthy chairman, Mr. C. Short, sang ‘‘ The Village Black- 
smith’’; our vice, Mr. Robins, a pretty song, ‘* Some Day,’’ for the rendering 
of which he gained great applause; Mr. Lovat, ‘‘ Oh, Joe, the boat is going 
over’?; Mr. Vokes, ‘‘Red, White, and Blue”; Mr. Pearce, ‘‘I will stand 
by my friend ’’ ; Messrs. Munslow, Doble, Wyatt, Norris, and others made the 
evening a merry one. One gentleman, whose nameI did not catch, sang a 
lively song with a good chorus, ‘* When Noah went into the Ark.” Tam 

leased to say we have done yery well for our old friend and angler.— 

COGNI. 


: SILVER TROUT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

The half-yearly supper of the above society was held on Tuesday evening, 
the 27th inst., at the Helvetia Hotel, Old Compton Street, Soho, when mem< 
bers and friends to the number of 71 sat down. The cloth having been re- 
moved, grace was sung by Ye English Glee Choir ina very efficient manner. 
The usual toasts having been dispensed with on this occasion, tle company 
devoted themselves entirely to harmony, the following gentlemen contributing 
to the success of the evening by the excellence of theirsinging :—Mr. W. Pacher 
rendered ‘‘ For ever and for ever”? in his usual masterly manner ; Mr. Angel 
kept the company in roars of laughter by his comic song of ‘‘ Ould Ireland so 
Green”’ ; ‘The Willo’ the Wisp,’’ by Mr. Bute ; ‘‘ The Anchor’s Weighed,’ 
by Mr. Pacher, sen. ; an excellent duet, ‘‘ Excelsior,’ by Mr. W. F. Packer, 
jun., and Mr. Bute; ‘‘The Four Jolly Smiths,” by Mr. Hanington; a nau- 
tical comic song by Mr. Ferneaux ; ‘‘ The Vagabond,” by Mr. Walter Brain. 
Mr. Page, of the Peckham Brothers, recited the ‘‘ Murder of a Fisher Boy’? 
in a very effective manner, after which Mr. Pacher, being called upon for his 
encore song, sang ‘‘ Come into the garden, Maud,’ with such effect that he 
was again called upon to sing, and responded with ‘‘ Some day,’ to the great 
Celight of the audience. The chairman, by special desire, sang ‘‘ Mill May.’? 
Mr. Crumplen, of the Gresham Anglers, obliged with an original song, ‘*The 
Angler’s Life for Me.’’ During the evening Ye English Glee Choir sang 
several glees with excellent effect, amongst which may be mentioned ‘‘ The 
Rolling Zuyder Zee,’? ‘*A Summer's Eve,’’ &c. The Chairman, on behalf 
of the club, returned thanks to the above gentlemen for the able manner in 
which they had contributed to the success of the evening. Mr. Wheatstone 
having returned thanks on behalf of the visitors, proposed a vote of thanks to 
the Chairman, Mr. Pettit, and the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Dent, which was 
seconded by Mr. Page, and carried by acclamation. The company separated 
at a late hour after spending a most enjoyable evening. 





SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At our meeting on the 28th ult., a good assemblage ; several communications 
read and passed, and several resolutions passed, with three nominations; 
elections next meeting night. Members are again now advised of our removal, 
as also friends and secretaries of other clubs generally. Messrs. Holben and 
Martin weighed in some good fish on the 25th ult. from Sunbury. Oar retu:n 
visit will take place on ‘: Monday,’’ Dec. 3rd, chair taken at 8.0 p,m., when it 
is hoped all will attend to greet our visitors.—T. H. H. WESTON, sec. 

P.S.—You quoted ‘‘ Wednesday’’ in last week’s as our visiting night, I 
presume in error.—T. H. H. W. 


UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

On the 18th the members competed for four prizes at Kingston, but met with 
very poor spor’, the fish being dead off, only one prize being taken—Mr. J. 
Freeman, first prize, with one small roach, I have great pleasure to report that 
the members of this society have subscribed twelve shillings for Mr. Hoole’s 
testimonial, which I have forwarded on. Referring to the concert in aid of an 
old and esteemed member of the Anglers’ Pride, who is in great distress, 
although we did not receive the tickets till meeting night (Saturday), and they 
had to be returned on Monday, being such a short notice, I lost no time in 
making it known amongst the few members that did turn up, and after stating 
the case, which I knew to be a deserving one, I am proud to say that twelve 
members ‘‘dabbed down their brass ’’ like true Britons without the slightest 
hesitation. Now, in my humble opinion this is a most pitiable case—a man 
completely broken down, with a wife and large family to support, and nothing 
todepend upon. Then where is there a sane or sensitive angler that would 
turn a cold shoulder and begrudge to give their mite, say only a few pence (which 
is within the reach of the poorest of the poor), which I am sure would be thank- 
fully received, to help and rescue a brother angler from sucha deplorable position? 
The amount (six shillings) I have forwarded to Mr. Gafney, secretary, which 
was subscribed by the following members :—Messrs. H. Muggeridge, W. Tyler, 
J. Currans, R.--Laws, J. Dengate, H. Tyler, J. Jones, F. Watts, J. Payne, 
J. Freeman, J. Richardson, and I’. Penton, a new member, who is to be 
elec ed next meeting night. In conclusion, I have to thank the above gentle- 
men for Mr. Hurst for the kind manner in which they came to the rescue. 
Well done, ye United! A grain of sand helps to make the shore, and a single 
fish the shoal.—W. T. 

UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

The usual monthly meeting will take place on Monday evening next, 
December 3rd, at 9 o’clock sharp. Mr. S. Morgan will preside. The new 
Instruction Cards will be ready for delivery.—R. GuuRNEY, sec. 

WALTONIAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

At the usual weekly meeting of the Waltonian Angling Society a 
resolution was passed thanking the Society for the Preservation of Come 
mons and Open. Spaces for their generous offer to take up the case 
of the public rights in our national river Thames. The resolution was 
carried unanimously, and ordered to be forwarded to the Society for the 
Preservation of Commons, &c.~-A. J. MARRIOTT. 








WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. 

SpecrAL Notice.—Secretaries will be good enough to send all applications for 
tickets, &c., to ‘Mr. H. J. Tibbatts, 44, Bishopsgate-street Without, London, 
E.C.,’’ after this notice. I have no doubt, advice of that gentleman’s election 
to the post of Secretary to the West Central Association of London and 
Provincial Angling Societies, has, ere this, reached each society. I 
shall be much obliged if secretaries will remit postal order to me 
for all tickets ordered up to the 3rd December, so as to enable me 
to clear up my accounts. I sincerely hope the same amount of con- 
sideration and support may be accorded Mr. Tibbatts as I have myself 
received for s0 many years past. I am sure, from my knowledge of that 
gentleman’s worth, that he will do allhe can to deserve it, It is a most 
laborious task, and needs all the assistance secretaries and delegates can give, 
to enable the office to be filled with credit. I shall always watch the doings of 
the Association very keenly, and with great interest, and hope to see it still 
increase in strength. You have a lotof good work to do, and you have the 
right men to do it if you'llonly support them as you should do. Remember 
the time when you only had concessions upon the Great Eastern and Midland 
Railways, then you will know how much these same men have done for you. 
It is scarcely necessary for me to remind the London anglers that these two 
railways were the only ones granting concessions until the Association sprang 
into existence. Then, after months and months of hard work and continuous 
applications, the great boons now enjoyed were gained. There is no reason 
why many more concessions should not be gained if the anglers will only be 
united and support their officers.—T. Hooe. 
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RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, DECEMBER I. 
Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge Hc ee eee e) wel assez 55 
Putney ., os ee oe Arita tee edity © “Abe SU 8% 
Kew ee ee ee oe ee 4.9 ee oe 4.25 
Richmond ., oe ve oe = 4.290 oe ee 445 
THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS, 


The late stormy weather has quite upset the river for angling purposes, and 
as a natural consequence, there is scarcely anything to report. At Shepperton 
and Chertsey the returns are a complete blank. The rise in the water has had the 
desired effect of bringing the lamperns up to Teddington Weir, and giving 
profitable employment to the fishermen. The portion of river between Platt’s 
Ait, at Hampton, and Town’s-end Hole, at Kingston, was netted on Saturday 
last, for the purpose of ascertaining whether there were any flounders, but owing 
to the heavy stream and bad condition of the water there was no practical 
result. The following reports are all that could be gathered, and what are 
published belong to the closing days of last week. 


Richmond, 

Kit Brown has been out three days: his best take was 6 Ib. of roach, the 
other days about nine fish. Edward Brown and Henry Wheeler have been out 
two or three times and got scarcely anything. The other fishermen have had 
nothing worth reporting. The water is very thick. 


Twickenham. 

George Chamberlain, with Mr. Beard, two hundred dace during the week’ 
Edward Finch, in four days, 20 1b. of roach and dace ; Pert Hammerton, in three 
days, seven dozen of dace; John Spong, in two days, nine dozen of roach and 
dace. The other fishermen have not been out, The report from Twickenham 
concludes thus: ‘‘ The water is now very high and/thick, and no use for fishing at 

resent. 
; Wind south-west and weather rike spring. We have not been doing any 
fishing for some days, but the water is now running off and fining down to a 
good colour ; and, if the rain keeps off, we shall be all right by the 2nd inst., 
when we shall be pleased to see any of our patrons, who may rely on getting 
some good sport.—PERRIN. 


Sunbury. 

All the angling at Kingston, Surbiton, Thames Ditton, East Moulsey, and 
Hampton has been done by the bank fishers. At Sunbury, Messrs. E. Clarke 
and sons, in two days, have taken twelve brace of perch, one dozen of roach, 
and a jack of 2lb. Messrs. T. and A. Stroud, in four days, nine brace of perch, 
eighteen dozen of roach and dace, and a brace of jack weighing 7 Ib. 


Staines, 

There are no reports from Shepperton and Chertsey beyond this fact : “ The 
water has been rising very much the last three days, and it is on the tow-path in 
some places.’’ At Staines, Mr. Banfield, fishing with John Keene, has made an 
aggregate result of thirty-one chub. 





UPPER THAMES. 


The river is highly coloured and out of all condition for any fishing, and I 
would advise intending visitors to postpone anticipated visits. If the water 
drops, which it will without further rain, the Thames wil be in grand trim fox 
all-round work, especially for perch, which fish are even now coming on. At 
Hurley, Marlow, Bourne End, and Cookham fair sport has been had with 
roach and chub; lobworms being the best takable bait. 

Thursday evening.—Water in Marlow and neighbourhood gettinz down, and 
will te in good condition by Saturday, or certainly, without rain, by Monday. 
—MArLow Buzz. 

Wraysbury. ; 

Thursday, November 29th , water like pea-soup. If this spring-like weather 
lasts, I expect to hear of some good takes, as the water, in all probability, will 


be just the right colour. Some nice roach can be had now in the eddies with 
the lobworm, fishing close in shore. 


Goring, 

Water now going down fast and getting clear; by the end of this week it 
will be in good order for all sorts of fishing if it keeps fine. Nothing has been 
doing since my last report in the way of fishing, water has been so thick; but 
next week there ought to be some good fishing with jack and perch if it keeps 
fine. —JOHN RusH. 
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Ancholme District. ran 


-We have had a week of generally fine weather and the water is much im- 
proved in colour. I have not, however, heard of many anglers being out. 
Pike-fishing should now begin to be at the best. I am sorry to report that 
a fine lot of Loch Leven trout fry (5,000) which had been obtained by Lord 
Yarborough from the the Manor Fishery, have been destroyed by sheep-dip- 
ping which took place at Thoresway. I happened to go over the day after, the — 
destruction, and found beautiful young fish of from 4 to 6 inches long lying 
dead. The poisonous nature of tae -dipping wasso great that even eels — 
were killed for a mile or two down the beck. The fish were intended for — 
Croxby Lake, and the beck above would form a capital spawning ground, were — 
it not for the sheep-washing and dipping which annually takes place. The 
matter willbe looked to another season, and if the fish are again killed, the > 
offenders will be prosecuted. THOMAS ForD, Caistor. — 

“ 


Avon (Binton). 
Parodying the ‘ Ancient Mariner,’’ we can only sing at present (or 
rather sigh) ‘‘ Water, water, everywhere,’’ and not a drop to fish in. It is 
certainly subsiding, but for some days, even without more rain, fishing will be 
out of the question. The weather here is at the present time as mild and — 
balmy as spring, and should the rain only be conspicuous by its absence, and ; 
the mild weather conticue, we may anticipate some successful bottom fishing. — 
But the virtue in the ‘‘if’’ is likely to spoil all, for the season toomuch ~ 
resembles last year to bid us even to hope. Some sanguine anglers are hoping 4 
at no distant date to be able to declare the Avon a trout stream. That there — 
are trout, and large ones, too, is indisputable. A resident a mile or two from — 
Binton, in the early part of the season, saw what he supposed to be a pike dart 
from a hole in a gravelly part of the stream and disappear in the deeper water. 
Thinking to capture him a day or two afterwards, he put an enticing gudgeon © 
ona piece of snap tackle, and had no sooner pitched in than the supposed 
junior shark seized it, and a nice little bit of fun followed, culminating even- — 
tually in the captured one dashing into a hole in the ban from which no 
persuasions with the line would induce him to emerge. ‘The angler, therefore, 
‘‘went for’? him literally and Zanded him out, when, to his amazement, he 7 
found his captive was a magnificent trout, which, when scaled, went over 61b, 
I suggested to one who purchased him, that it deserved to be stuffed ; but, ; 
replied he, ‘ We stuffed ourselves with him, instead.” —J. E. Bryant. F 
4 


Chichester. ; 

Last week I had nothing worth notice to report. Our water here is now in. 

excellent condition; weeds rapidly disappearing, and pike on feed—a couple of 

five pounders being landed from the basin on Thursday, taken with live bait. A” 
few good bream have been captured.—GroRGE F’, SALTER. 


Colue. 

Water just fining down nicely. If we have no more rain this week we ought 
to hear of grand catches. I have just seen a nice little pike of 5 lb. taken 
from one of the many old ballast holes in this neighbourhood. Gentlemen 
intending to visit this place should remember my reports are obliged to 
leavehere Thursday nights, and they must bear in mind that hard rains 
(Friday and Saturday) would possibly make this river unfishable. Some nice 
roach were taken on the 25th ult. in the mill pool with gentles.—ROACH. ~ - 


Derwent (Chatsworth). . 

This river is now running at a nice height and in very good colour; but there — 

has been no great influx of anglers out, the water being very quiet in the 

present state of the weather, which is all that the most exacting could desire 

considering the time of the year. Grayling have been rising well in the middle 

of the day, and the duns and bumbles have proved the best killing flies —-WHEA®? 
SHEeAF HOTEL. 






















Dove. 
The weather during the past week has been more like spring than the end:of — 
November, and consequently rodsters have been out in force. Fair sport has 
been obtained amongst the grayling, but more fish would have been captured 
if we had had a spell of sharp frost, as grayling undoubtedly rise best in hard 
weather, The cockwing and October duns have been largely used, but the © 
most successful flies appear to have been the sky blue bumble and winter dun, 
Bottom fishers have had a good time of it, several heavy baskets of dace, roach, — 
chub, bream, and perch having been taken below Rocester with the maggot 
and worm. Nothing much has been done amongst the pike, the elements — 
haying been much too mild for the ‘‘ tiger of the flood.” —THE SPLODGER. 


‘Ilfracombe. 


Sea fishing.—The past has been one of the most successful week’s fishing 
we have had for the season. On Friday (Nov. 23) J. Cutcliffe, fishing from the 
jetty with hand lines, caught a cod weighing 18 lb. and a conger 22 lb. Boats 
drifting for herrings on Friday morning (Nov. 23) had catches ranging from 
eight maize downwards; fishermen in high spirits at the prospects of a good 
season. Saturday last was wet and stormy; nevertheless, geveral boats were 
out, and they hauled from one and a-half to two maize per boat; in the nt he 
larger catches, boats having from five to six maize each. Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday still good catches; best boats five to six maize, others less. 
Some fine whiting and hake are also caught in the nets. A lot of damage has 
been done to the nets by passing vessels running over them, and so cutting 
them to pieces. To-day (Thursday) the fishing slack; a heavy ground sea up. 
The prospects are good should the weather remain fine.—C. Coun. 


Lea (Waltham Abbey). 

The water was in first class order, but the fish are not feeding at present. 
The takes of fish on the 25th ult. for the watch and money prizes were ve 
small indeed, but everything passed off very comfortably under the manage= 
ment of Mr. Morrey, of the Good Intent Society and Mr. Hymy-Dacoster, of 
the Hoxton Brothers, and thanks for their good generalship. Mr, B. Smith, 
one, the watch; Mr, Wilson, two, 7s. 6d.; Mr. Elton, three, 55. ; Mr. 
Thompson, four, 4s. ; Mr. Plummer, five, 3s. You will see by this we were 
not very numerous, but very select. There will be another competition om 
the 2nd, as a few gentlemen have given afew more prizes to fish for, as one 
prize was not taken; so those that did not fish on the 25th ult. can try their 
luck for the remainder on December 2nd. It is left open for more to join by 
payingts. Allthose that have taken one prize haye to pay again if they 
fish. PENCIL. a 


Lea (Ware). ry 


The river has been in a state of flood for the past week, but if we do not 
have any heavy rains now it is in better condition than it has been all the 






‘i 
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season for all-round fishing. [ have not heard of anything in particular lately, 
but expect to hear of some grand takes in the next few days.—Prpe Cay. 


Leicester. 


There has been a most agreeable change in the weather during the past few 


days, and as may be expected, a correspondingly large increase in the number 
of anglers out fishing. Jn the River Soar andcanal on Friday and Saturday 


last some very good catches of roach were had. On Monday the waters were 


again largely patronised by the followers of angliag, who, no doubt, were 
stimulated to some degree, owing to the succ2zss attending the efforts of a 
good many rodsters during the latter part of last week. Most of those out 
were rewarded with capital takes of both roach and dace. Pike fishing is quiet, 
and at Aylestone, owing to the flooded state of the meadows, but little has 
been done. Now that the waters have receded, and should the weather hold 
fine, some good sport should be had in the home waters during the next few 
days, as both chub and pike are doubtless well on the feed again, The weather 
to-day (Thursday) has been exceedingly mild and spring-like, and there is 
every probability of its continuing thus favourable.—ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Fishermen in this quarter are almost out of heart in waiting for change in 
state of waters, which are anything but ina condition to enjoy the art of angling. 
Rain falling at intervals, day and night, keeps up the streams about here two 
feet above their ordinary level, while in some places the rivers have inundated 
the neighbouring meadows to the extent of nearly a foot deep, and as sure as 
the waters begin to recede, so sure does a heavy downpour of rain come and 
destroy all the hopes of the fishermen. Notwithstanding these drawbacks, some 
fish have been landed with the worm and maggot, the only baits at present of 
any use in this quarter. Near the Bromyard Railway a nice lot of fish were 
caught with the worm last Saturday, some of which weighed 1 lb. each. 
The same day some nice fish were landed from the 'Pinsley, On Monday a 
gentleman with the worm landed a few fish from the Lugg. This last week 
(on Saturday), a gentleman had a try for some pike, but after working the 
stream for a considerable time he didnot succeed in landing a single fish, 
Some nice grayling were caught by a gentleman with the worm. There is 
next to nothing doing in the Bodenbam quarter, and very few fish taken 
at Eardisland this week. All very quiet in the Shobden part. Weather 
continues very unfayourable.—GWyYNNE. 


North-East Yorkshire (Pickering.) 

For the past fortnight all the waters in this disttrict have been m re or less 
discoloured and too high for grayling fishing. But few anglers have been out, 
and with but indifferent success. Red tag and olive dun have been the best 
flies—red worm better than either. The Moorland streams, Pickering Beck, 
the Leven, the Dove, the lower Rye and Derwent, are just getting to a nice 
fishable state, either for grayling or pike. A pike was killed in this district 

‘last week, weight 9} 1b.; on being opened it was found to contain both a_per- 
fect milt and roe. ‘This isthe second hermaphrodite pike noticed by NortH 


EAST. 
Oulton Broad and Dyke (Lowestoft). 


Tre general character of the fishing still remains the same. Bottom fishing 
has not been tried recently, but perch may be had, I know. Mr. Johnson, of 
Lowestoft, out with two friends on Wednesday, took one pike only, weighing 
7 Ib. This, I think, is the only take since my last. Water is still a bad colour, 
but slightly improved.—Gro. Mason. ; 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

We have been well off for water during the past week, having had the river 
in a constant state of flood. Anglers are now beginning to long for the spring, 
and according to talk, ‘‘ which is cheap,’’ some of the number have gained so 
much experience during the past season that they know exactly what is required 
to make fish take, even if they are not on the job. I must try myself and get 
the secret, and then, my readers, if you will promise not to tell anyone else, I 
will tell you. Some of my friends are going to kill all kinds of fish with a 
patent they have obtained f, om a travelling fishing -tackle maker who paid the old 
town a visit, and whom, I afterwards heard, had been taken by the police at 
Wolverhampton for some offence in which 10,000 lengths of salmon gut was 
mixed up. The invention I speak of is made out of indiarubber tubing, and 
is about four inches long. In shape it resembles a lamprey, with a large hook 
turned out on one side by the head and one by,the tail. It has the reputation of 
being a most killing bait. Early this morning an extensive fire broke out on 
the premises of Mr. Morris, the chandler, which lie on the banks of the river. 
For half an hour the river had a most charming appearance. At the same time, 
the cost to Mr. Morris for thus grandly illuminating it must have been very 
heavy. On the river was-floating fire, caused by the tallow and saturated 
pieces of wood. The water is still high, but I hope to be able soon to tell of 
extraordinary takes of fish, SEVERN SALMON. 


South Wales District. 


Angling pursuits have a’most been at a standstill during the last fortnight, 
and there will be very little doing till the floods subside. When the waters 
fine down to something near their normal level, then roach fishing hereabouts 
should be very good, especially in the Taff. 


Teme (Ludlow), 


The river in this part is very high and thickly coloured, and by the state of 
the water very little fishing will be done before next week. The late storms 
having taken more effect on the water than was expected, and the water does 
not clear itself so quick as on former occasions, Great annoyance has been felt 
by several parties of gentlemen, who intended paying a visit to the Leintwardine 
district, this week, for the purpose of trying some of the fine grayling with 
which that part of water is well stocked. All the smaller streams are high and 
discoloured, and several fishermen have tried the waters of the Corve, Clun, 
and Ony, but very few fish have been landed. The weather is now very uncer- 
tain, and rain falls at intervals both day and night, filling the streams again as 
they lower, and affording but little hope for fishing for some time, and the 
angler has but a very poor time of it. There are signs of the water falling this 
eveaing.—S. LUDLOW. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

Next to nothing in this part this week, the continued rains which have visited 
the district keeping the waters too high for fishing, with a poor prospect for 
next week. Some few fine grayling have been “caught in the Letwyche with 
the maggot, and the fish were a very nice size. A gentleman tried the Teme 
with the worm the beginning of the week, but with very poor sport. A large 


body of water has come down the Teme of late, interrupting the angling to a 


s 


very great extent. Should the weather clear up the waters will soon get in 
their natural state again. They are well stocked with some very fine fish in 
this district. The Kyre is full and thick, and it will take some days to cl-ar 
it. A number of anglers are anxiously waiting for the clearing of the water, so 
as to once more enjoy their favourite sport. Thermometer in shade, 52 degrees ; 
wind S.W.— WORCESTER. 

Trent (Alrewas-) 

The river is rapidly getting into fair order for general fishing, and a recom- 
mencement may be looked forward for with some degree of certainty by the end 
of the week. Most of the weeds are now rotted away, and the river is clear of 
the fallen leaves. Pike should be fairly on the rampage, and good sport should 
be had with a lively dace orgudgeon. Messrs. 8am Basnett and Henry B. 
Sale have had some nice fish from private wate:s, spinning with Grezory’s 
Archimedean spinning tackle; but a'l-round spo:t has been very poor for the 
last month,h— JAMES GREGORY. 


Trent (Newark). 


Ihave nothing worth reporting. The water has been out of condition most 
of the week. At the time of writing, however, it is rapidly getting better, so 
with a continuance of the glorious weather we have had to-day sport may be 
expected by the time this is in print. I have been out a few hours to-day, and 
I got seven good roach and a very nice roach, 1b. Two best roach, 1 lb. I oz. 
and 1 Jb respectively, gentles baing the successful lure. All kinds of winter 
fishing should be in full swing if weather continues as at present. Chub should 
take pith and brains, roach, &c., will bite at gentles or cockspurs, and pike 
might be tried for with live bait or spinning. Thursday night.—Water still on 
the mend.—Tag TRENT OTTER. 


Trent (Nottingham), 

This river is in exceedingly good condition for bottom fishing, and curing 
the week more anglers than usual have patronised the stream. On Tuesday 
and Wednesday very good sport was met with at Weston, and the length 
above, some of the roach caught being over 1 lb. 5 oz. On Thursday there 
were a number of pike fishermen out, but very few fish were taken.—Tus Man 
AT THE CLUBS. 

Waveney (Beccles), 

Heavy rains again fell on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th ult., just as the water was 
fining down nicely, and once more the angler’s hopes destsoyed. We have had 
no rain since the 25th ult, and the weather (to all appearances) seems more 
settled than it has done for some time, so that the water should be in fairly 
good order by Saturday, and first class by Tuesday or Wednesday, Win1 W. 
Prospects very favourable.—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


Wye and Derwent. 


The Derwent above R owsley is in splendid condition for the fly, and fair 
sport has been had consi dering the time of year. -It cannot be expected that 
grayling will rise all through theday. I have found from twelve to three the 
best feeding time, and the fish have risen the best in the rather deep runs and 
smooth glidings. The baskets have aver aged from three to five brace per angler, 
of good fish. The killing flies have been bumb les, furnace, and ash duns, 
along with a small black, made from stran ds of the cock May flies, tail and 
dark dun hackle, Grayling now are get ting into the deep water, where they 
will remain till a fresh comes and tak es them into the stream again, The Wye 
is sadly too high at the present for successful grayling fly-fishing. So is the 
Derwent too high below Dar ley Bridge ;_ very few fish have been taken this 
week with the bottom, either with worm or maggots. There have been many 
pike anglers out in the Derwen t, below Cromford, but Iamsorry to say only 
very few fish have been killed , and those of only small size. —GEORGE JAMES 
EATON. . 








THE CANALISATION OF THE RIVER DEE. 


MOVEMENT is oa foot at Chester to effect the canalisation 
“of the River Dee, and a Bill is to be promoted in the next 
session of Parliament. We should be glad if some of our Chester 
readers would say how the proposed canalisation is likely to affect 


angling. 
——— EEE 





A MILL STOPPED BY ‘TROUT. 


Our readers have doubtless often seen or heard of trout being stopped 
by a mill; but we doubt if they ever heard before of a mill being 
stopped by trout, as described in the Carson Appeal. 

‘At the Mexican Mill the other day, John Moran, one of 
the workmen, noticed something wrong in the batteries, and the 
machinery was stopped. It was discovered that mixed up with the 
Belcher ore was a conglomerated mass, which, on inspection, proved 
to be brook trout. An investigation showed that the screen leading 
into the mill race had been broken, and with the rise inthe Carson 
river the trout had swarmed in, and on account of the force of water 
found it difficult to get back, as in their endeavours to shoot the rapids 
they generally missed the hole and struck the wire. The supply pipe 
which furnishes water for the batteries and pans was of sufficient 
size to allow the passage of the fish, and they were shot into the 
batteries and reduced to pulp. Mr. William; also found over 100 
trout in the mill race too large to go down the pipe. The trout are 
very thick in the river, and there is fine fishing in the -vicinity of 


Empire. 





Tur Hoote TESTIMONIAL.—By an oversight, Mr. Wheeldon’s name was 
omitted from the list of subscribers. Mr. Wheeldon had promised a guinea to 
Mr. Geen for the above testimonial. 

«THE FAIREST COUNTY OF ENGLAND”? gives the title to an illustrated 
article on Devonshire in the December number of the Century Magasine. It 
is from the pen of Mr, Francis George Heath, author of ‘* Autumnal Leaves,” 
&c., &c. 

Guisr’s SEPARATE TACKLE CAsg.—In noticing this useful little case we 
said we thought the price was about three-pence. We should have said a few 
pence—as it must cost three-pence to make. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





C. W. Foortit, Marlow.—-There has been a fine floating swimming bath at 
the foot of Hungerford Railway Bridge, in the Thames, near the Charing 
Cross Station, London. There are a lot of fine fish in—or were recently. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donothold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. } 





[Several letters have been received too late for insertion this week.—ED. | 


STANDARD COLOURS. 

S1Rr,—I should be sorry to ask for one atom of your valuable space unneces- 
sarily; but in thanking you for your kindness expressed at the foot of your 
correspondent’s letter last week, allow me to make a few explanations to avert 
any possible misapprehension which might emanate from his inflammatory 
observations, 

This subject has been studied by myself, numberless amateur fly- dressers, and 
salmon fishermen for some time, I may say years. We intend to adopt the 
colours which I have been deputed to decide. Since introducing the matter at 
the ‘‘ Fisheries ”” I have been inundated with letters supporting it; and as the 
professional fly-makers and the trade will require these colours in order to satisfy 
their customers’ commands, I considered it a just and fair compliment to give 
them an opportunity of expressing any opinion, and, therefore, asked you to 
allow the inspection to be made at your office, as intimated in my letter to you 
of the 17th inst. But I have not the least intention of entering into competition 
with your correspondent. Hisidea, therefore, of my sending you ‘‘ my patterns 
within three days after written notice from him” for comparison, is absolutely 
absurd ; consequently, he need not trouble to address me. 

I beg to say this undertaking only partially relates to the quality of material. 

I am assured from your correspondent’s communications to me that he had 
no intention of exhibiting at the ‘ Fisheries ’’ till I asked him if he could dye 
the materials for these colours, and I (not he, although he applied by my direc- 
tion) had some difficulty in getting the space allotted to him; moreover, the 
account for this was originally sent to me. I explained to Mr. Mollett, the 
secretary, to Mr. Hake, general manager, and to Mr. Nurse, superintendent, the 
desirability of admitting this exhibit, which, though, up to that time I had 
never seen. 

The following quotations from the document approved of at the ‘“ Fisheries”? 
will dispense with other inquiries:—‘‘ Under the present regime, unless a 
salmon fly for imitation be enclosed, although the clearest descriptive particu- 
lars accompany the order, it is impossible for the trade to be accurate in their 
work. When these standard colours are adopted all attentive fly-dressers must 
be correct and identical with one another The exhibitors here are of opinion 
that this will be of immense importance to the trade and also to experienced 
anglers.. I desire it to be distinctly understood that this subject shall in no way 
interfere or restrict the trade in keeping their usual numberless shades of seal’s 
fur, &c., for the manufacture of salmon flies to suit the wishes or fancies of any 
of their customers.’’ Therefore, is it not my intention to “ galvanise the trade 
by tying it down to a fixed and obsolete scale of colours,’’ as stated by your 
correspondent? It is of no importance to me, let me assure you; but he admits 
he is ‘‘ similarly engaged.’’ 

The paragraph of 27th October, which he aseumes to be objectionable, I hold 
to be rather complimentary, It runs:—‘* As some misunderstanding upon 
this subject is likely to accrue on account of the name of the promoter of this 
undertaking being originally printed upon an exhibit of seal’s fur at the 
‘ Fisheries,’ it may be as well to state that it was understood that the exhibitor 
would provide a case of seal’s furs, named and dyed to match the carefully 
selected patterns sent to him, and that, under this promise, he obtained per- 
mission to make use of Mr. Kelson’s name. This exhibit, perfect as it may be, 
does not answer the purpose for which it was intended. Unfortunately, illness 
overtook the manufacturer, and he was, consequently, unable at the last 
moment to carry out Mr. Kelson’s instructions. He, therefore, very properly 
wrote to that gentleman explaining this, and begged him to erase his name from 
the card above the exhibit.’”’ This paragraph was framed by me from your 
correspondent’s letters. Again, he was with me at his exhibit where we 
had lengthened interviews ; yet now he assumes he did not know my name was 
erased ! : 

That my good wishes, and, indeed, my sympathies, are with the fishing tackle 
makers, is surely manifest. Your correspondent, before Ciffering in this, should 
read recent letters which fate, rather than fortune, has driven you to accept. 

With reference to ‘promises unfulfilled.”? I could notintroduce these seal’s 
furs, with their numerous additional shades. Anyone conversant with the 
circumstances might have seen at a glance that they would but increase the 
existing confusion in dressing flies from description. In answer, and yet in 
justice, to your correspondent, I candidly admit * they were brilliant and pure 
in tone.”’ So favourably did I note the exhibit, as an exhibit of seal’s fur only, 
that in my recommendations as a juror I said they were ‘‘ apparently suited 
for,”” &c., &c., and used that expression as the colours might not have been 
fast. In my letter to your correspondent, dated 1 5th May, I wrote, ‘‘ Please 
do not forget how often I have explained to you what these colours should 
have been. . I fear it is too late now for you to exhibit others in the 
way I wanted, but I will not erase my name, as you propose, till I see whether 
your next lot will answer the purpose.” And on June 22nd, I wrote—* Your 
new ‘show’ is now in your case (meaning at the ‘Fisheries 7) Lhe 
colours are beautiful, but the exhibit is absolutely useless for the purpose for 
which Tintended. . . . Ican guarantee nothing yet, but are you prepared 
even now to submit for my approval samples of the fur in each space, named, 
as per enclosed specimen ?”? 

1 received no reply. Permit me to say that it is too late now for him to 
realise his misfortune—his ill-luck. People who are uniformly unlucky naturally 
come to be regarded by their neighbours as wanting in the qualities that com- 
mand success. 

_ Some weeksfafter he wrote, saying :—** I said nothing to influence you as 
jeror. I felt that your verdict, whether for or against me, would be guided by 
your own conscientious opinion. . I should have called to bid you 
good-bye, but, really, sir, I was in a very unfit condition to be seen by you or 
anyone else, It was painful to me to an extent you cannot imagine,’ It will 
be seen these quotations are compulsory, 
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I have now acquitted myself with your correspondent, whose object in 
addressing you is perfectly obvious, and I decline to argue. Arguments tend 
to make enemies, and never cement friendship. My motive in dictating these 
expressions is not to be attributed to any discussion on ‘‘standard colours,’? — 
but has reference to inquiries on account of the inquisitiveness of Jury 12 at 
this exhibit, because my name was effaced. : . 

I trust I have clearly explained ‘what I want,” and the future will prove 
“what I can do.’? Your correspondent’s effusion has not, in my opinion, been — 
treated by me with more severity than the circumstances warrent; and now, — 
offering you my apologies, I terminate my unpleasant duty wsqgue ad wternam, 
—tIam, &c., __ Gao. M. Kerson, — 

P.S.—The present opportunity of addressing you will serve advantageously 
for me to say that it may be several weeks before this interesting subject can 
be decided. Private correspondence must be satisfactorily treated. I have some 0 
practical opinions from experienced authorities known to me, including the 
Duke of Beaufort, Colonel Legh, Mr. Fred Yates, Mr. Basil Field, and also £ 
from the leading manufacting firms, all of which shall have my attentive con- 
sideration. Probably, however, nothing could incontestibly indicate the 9 
assurance of final success and universal satisfaction more than by adopting the — 
valuable suggestions lately offered to me by the Marquess of Exeter.— : 
G. M. K. 

[We cannot give more space to this personal matter.—E».] 


%, 
THE DIFFERENT CASTS PRACTICABLE WITH SALMON OR é 
i TROUT-ROD.: t ‘ 
Sir,—Apart from the purpose of Mr. Geo. M. Kelson’s admirable report, q 
but suggested by it, is the matter indicated above. a 
I shall be thankful for a little enlightenment. The everhand and underhand 
casts are well known, of course. I know the switch, but I never before heard 
of the ‘‘ wind-cast,”” or of the ‘‘flip-cast, the only mode of casting under 
bushes,’’ unless this last is the cast that is made by reversing the position of the — 
hand. If Mr, Kelson can by-and-by get himself sufficiently freed from — 
weightier matters to bestow a few minutes of his leisure, I shall be very grate- — 
ful for (1) descriptions of the wind-cast and the flip cast, and @) of the 
qualities, or kind of construction needed in a salmon-rod for making these 
particular casts more easily and effectually. t 
If Mr. Kelson cannot spare the time, perhaps some other accomplished 
fisherman will be so good, and I shall feel equally thankful. 
My questions imply, quite truly, that I am no salmon-fisher, although I want 
to get myself a salmon-rod. But, in order to make it understood that a brief. 
description will, I hope, suffice, I may add that I am, I think, a tolerably good — 


these things, a reference to it will be enough. But I know of none. 

My nearest interest in the matter lies in its possible availability for trout« 
fishing. Who among trout-fishers would not wish to know ‘the only mode 
of casting under bushes”’ ? And this wind-cast! Ifit has anything to do with 
getting your line over, or under, or through a moderat ly fresh adverse wind to 
a distance of twenty yards, or ten yards, and in such fashion that your fly, with d 
a yard or two of finest gut in fairly straightened form behind it, falls lightly ; 
and truly over the (desired spot, why, I will gladly, any cay, give a guinea 
for a book, or other medium, that will reveal to me this secret. I don’t expect 4 
any such revelation. I havea fixed, despondent belief that, in the nature of 
things, this particular accomplishment will always be difficult. _ 

For this very reason, however, any real, practical help in any degree towards 
the wished-for consummation must be of value. 

Therefore, I am thankful for Mr, Reuben Wood's ‘* wind-cast,’’—although L 
shall never attain to his sublime attitude of friendliness towards an adverse wind, 
or, at least—one may say—to his supreme equanimity of feeling, resulting, 
no doubt, from a consciousness of equal facility in throwing against or with it, — 

The description of this cast appears to me to be perfectly clear and sufficient, 
and I think that, with practice, 1 could manage it. It seems to bea kind of 
way of getting round the wind. Technically, I should call it a modification of 
the switch, and a very ingenious one. 23 : 

It is not out of place, I hope, to say here that it is these friendly and fre- 
quent revelations of ‘‘ wrinkles,’’ of new means and methods, and improve- 
ments of these, that in great part go to make the FisHinG GAZETTE to me 
much more valuable than the very best book could by any possibility be. It 
lately contained a request that anglers would send the names of any friends who 
do not subscribe. Speaking quite selfishly, and therefore qaite sincerely, I 
would rather give three half-guineas yearly than miss its weekly appearance. 
I think I know a more excellent way than merely sending names. Ofthe — 
large number of us anglers who really appreciate the FisHING GAZETTE, the - 
most of us must know at least one other who does not subscribe, and who — 
would take a friend’s word for a good thing. Jintend to find one such before — 
the first of January, and to induce him, by fair means or otherwise, to become _ 
a subscriber. He will be grateful to me afterwards if he be a true fisherman at 
heart. Others, no doubt, when the thing once suggests itself, will be quite as 


dy to do likewise.—I am, &c. ’ 
es pitags J. Harman, M.R.C.S. 
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25, Gresham Road, Brixton. E p a - 
[As we announced recently, Mr. Kelson has promised to write some articles 
on this subject for us, and we intend to give illustrations of the positions in the — 
various casts—in our Christmas number, we hope.—Eb. ] “a 





THE WEST CENTRAL ASSOCIATION. | 

S1r,—TI see by ‘‘ Club Jottings” you have been informed that I have had 
the honour of being elected secretary of the West Central Association, I beg 
to notify you that my business address is 44, 45, and 46, Bishopsgate Street. 
Without, and that all communications with respect to the Association should 
be addressed to Henry J. Tibbatts.—I am, &c., . 






H. J. TrBBATTS. — 
44, 45, and 46, Bishopsgate Street Without, London, Nov. 28. Y 

P.S.—If you will kindly publish this in the GAZETTE I shall esteem it a grea be 
favour. 





RE INLAND FISHERIES AWARDS. : 

Srr,—The last straw has been laid on, and my ‘ camel’s back’? of silence is- 
broken. I would rather someone unconnected with the trade had stood for- 
ward, and in some measure defended the Jurors in this section from the abuse 
which has been heaped on their *‘ devoted heads.’? At the same time, I may 
point out that my testimony may be of some weight as a practical _angler and — 
manufacturer of twenty years’ standing, and as a member of a firm which has done 


a 
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more these Jast ten years to improve rods and tackle as applied to salmon and 
trout than any firm in this country, holding the only patents for inventions. 

With this experience at my back, I did for three months minutely examine 
all the exhibits in this class, with, of course, a view to find out anything which, 
might be of practical value to our firm. J also saw all the various inspections 
and experiments of the Jurors, P 

Our firm being the only one which has attended all the fisheries exhibitions 
held in this country, viz , Norwich,.Edinburgh, Tynemouth, and London, and 
having personally attended the same, I have seen more of Jurors in this class 
than any per son in the trade who attended the Exhibition. And I venture to 
say that I never did see such great care and trouble taken as by this Jury. 
That the way they examined the make of rods and flies, by the aid of magnify- 
ing glasses, &c., was one calculated to bring under“notice defects which would 
otherwise lave been passed over; that the system of numbers, as carried on 
by each Juryman independently, was one which could hardly fail to secure a 
correct verdict ; that they did their duty in a most thorough and efiicient 
manner, and, moreover, that each and all of them were gentlemen anglers as 
well versed as it was possible to get—are facts which I have pleasure in testify- 
ing to. 

That they are not infallible, any more than other people, is to be admitted, 
and there were small mistakes, more particularly in the awards for general 
exhibits ; yet no one who practically understands the trade, and who saw and 
handled the various exhibits, can honestly say that, as a whole, the awards 
were unfair, No! : 

The fact is that the London trade have found to their cost that when face 
to face with provincial makers they are ‘‘not in it’? (I speak of salmon 
and trout reds and tackle only, as not understanding those used for coarse 
fishing), and the fabled superiority of London makers has received such a rude 
shock that they can hardly realize their position. But, instead of bemoaning 
their fate, and heaping invectives on the heads of those gentlemen who were 
unfortunate enough to be their judges, would it not be more practical for these 
gentlemen to take the lesson to heart, and improve their manufacture ?_ And 
this is how they will have to do it: Learn in the first instance to use the goods 
they make; let them become first-class salmon and trout anglers, and practi- 
cally test their goods before offering them to the public, and then we provincial 
makers will have rivals worthy of our steel. In the mean-time, is it to be sup- 
posed that those people who carry on their business in making and balancing 
rods from descriptions given in books, and from hints given by anglers, can 
ever hope to cope with those manufacturers who, not to mention their manu- 
facturing ability, could with a hazel stick catch more trout in an hour than 
one of these gentlemen, armed with the most improved appliances, could in a 
week ? Anda word in the ear of one of them, who advertises himself as 
having received the highest English awards! ‘Correct your geography. 
Alnwick is in England.’’—I am, &c., Joun Jas. Harpy, (of Hardy Brothers, 
Alnwick ) : 


THE ANGLING EXHIBITS. 

Srr,--It really would seem that, with the exception of Mr. Kelson, the other 
judges of the Angling Exhibits at the Fisheries Show deemed such to be 
merely of third-rate importance. That it involved a deal of labour in striving 
to arrive at just and impartial deci-ions on the part of Mr. Kelson is apparent, 
because that gentleman gave conclusive and detailed reasons for differing from 
his brother judges. But did the other members of this branch of ‘‘judging’”’ 
go into it practically, like Mr. Kelson? Either the last-named is wrong in his 
conclusions, as contained in his separate or appended report, or the other 
judges were right ; and why did not the latter acd some justification in their 
report for the very wide and otherwise unaccountable difference of opinion with 
Mr. Kelson? They cannot shirk this. 

All anglers the world over are indebted to Mr. Kelson for not being misled 
as to the exhibits passed over with the slight of a ‘‘bronze”’ or less. All 
fishing tackle makers are also- indebted to Mr. Kelson for pointing out, as 
publicly as the report of the other judges, the logical reasons why he thought 
some of the awards were decidedly wrong. Every angler, who is anxious to 
procure the best of flies, hooks, lines, rods, and artificial baits that money can 
buy, will not be hoodwinked by the manifest unjust awards; and not only 
anglers, but honest tackle makers every where in every country, ought to bless 
their stars that in THz Fisuinc GAzErrx they have a champion fer truth and 
justice; and it is my decided opinion that it is the fault of the trade if they 
do not send the GAZETTE, containing their protests, broadcast over the world, 
in order that all anglers and retailers of angling tackle may know “ the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but tke truth.’’—I am, &c., 

Ye PircriM FRYER. 





; DRESSING FOR LINES. 

Srr,—In last week’s number ‘ Enquirer ” refers to my letter of the 17th 
Feb. last, published by you, and in your editorial note you ask me to send par- 
ticulars 2s to preparing waterproof lines, also asking how the lines sta nd prac- 
tical wear. I have pleasure in replying, and I_ hope your correspondent and 
brother anglers may benefit by the experience I have gained in preparing lines 
with the composition originally explained in your columns by Mr. Weeger. 
You may remember that when Mr. W. first gave the particulars of his 
paraffin process to your readers, I wrote you that I was afraid that paraffin 
would be affected by heat ; but the next letter from Mr. W. destroyed my 
fears, by his giving resin as an ingredient to incorporate with the paraffin. 
This, after some few experiments, I found to answer admirably, and I can say 
that with one unfortunate exception (a line which I presented to Mr. Crumplen, 
which I boiled in the composition, and which did not answer from that cause— 
and to those who propose to prepare lines, I would ask specially to remember 
this fact) the lines I have prepared for friends and my own use, haye given the 
greatest satisfaction, both as to their appearance and use, It is somewhat difficult 
to obtain paraffin wax, it-being sold in bulk (casks of several hundredweight) 
but a chemist can get it from his wholesale house, and should charge about 
1s. 6d, per lb. Resin also, of the sort preferable for use, 1s only kept ata few 
places : it is called Amber or American, and costs about 6d. per Ib. Powdered 
talc is also necessary ; sixpennyworth can be got from a chemist. These are 
the materials required. To use them: Into a saucepan containing water place 
an earthenware jar, in which put the wax and resin _in the proportions of three 
of the former to one of the latter (say 6 oz. paraffin, 2 oz., resin) place the 
saucepan on the fire, and after the contents of the jar are thoroughly dissolved 
and incorporated, remove from the fire, pour off very carefully, and be sure not 
to get any of the undissolved resin (which will be found to be very impure) 
into the composition so poured of. You can then either let the composition set 
for future use, or use it, to prepare a line or lines at the time of making the 


mixture, you place an earthenware vessel (a white pudding basin is suit- 
able) in another vessel containing nor water, then having carefully placed your 
lines in the pudding basin, pour the composition over them, and allow them to 
remain for-half an hour, when they will be found to be thoroughly incorporated 
with the composition. In fact, every strand of the line will be found to be 
completely charged with the waterproof composition. The lines can then be 
removed, allowed to cool (only afew minutes being required), and then they 
should be passed through a watchmalker’s wire-drawing gauge (to be procured 
at any watchmaker’s tool manufacturers at Clerkenwell, costing about 5s.), 
wher the line will be found to be beautiful in appearance and thoroughly 
waterproof; the talc will give it a perfect finish by placing some in a linen cloth, 
and drawing the line through it several times; the cloth containing the talc 
to be kept tightly held in the hand. 

Great care is needed in eachand all of the foregoing operations. The com- 
position being of a highly inflammable nature, a flameless fire is necessary, In 
passing through the gauge, unless the line be evenly pulled through, the edge 
of the gauge will cat theline like a razor, and so, of course, spoil it. The composi- 
tion, when liquid, also on touching anything of a textile nature, will be found 
difficult, if not impossible to remove. I learnt this at the cost of an expensive 
tablecloth, coat, carpet, &c. 

Had ‘‘ Enquirer’s ” line been prepared by the above, it would have been an 
impossibility for it to have become so twisted. 

I once before in your columns thanked Mr. Weeger for his excellent recipe ; 
TI do so again, after having practically tested its value. Ihave written you at 
length in the hope of being of service to my brother anglers. Should they 
experience any difficulty, Ishould be pleased to write again, or would turnish 
sufficient composition to prepare a 100 yard line to the secretary of any club, 
&c. Lenclose you a sample of the composition, but regret not having any 
samples of lines at preseat by me, or Ishould have been pleased also to send 
them. Ishall have great pleasure, however, in preparing a line for you ; if, 
therefore, you would ‘‘send me a Jine,’’? I wou'd ‘* drop you (after being pre- 
pared) a line in return.’”’—I am, &c. HENRY House. 

2, Comberton Road, Upper Clapton, E. 

P.S.—One of the great advantages with the lines dressed as before described 
is, that after ahard day’s fishing, they do not require to be unwound off the 
reel to dry—a process tedious and tiresome with those prepared by the old 
process. Many times can I remember of old, after returning from a day’s 
pleasant angling, though tired outright and with the appetite of a wolf sniff- 
ing the savoury dinner awaiting me, but having to unwind on the back of a 
chair too yards of saturated line, and sometimes more than one, The paraffined 
lines will be found rot to require this. MKinking seldom, and twisting rare ly, 
occurs in a well-prepared line used even moderately well.—H. H. 


REDDITCH FLIES.—SHAPE v. COLOUR. 

Srr,—Although personally holding strong opinions chat the shape and size 
of a fly for killing purposes, in proper hands, is of the first importance, in my 
former remarks I confined myself strictly to arguing that more skill is required 
in imitating the shape than in selecting the colour ofa fly. If this is not so, Mr. 
Rowe’s objection to the use of vice and pliers in the trade is simply absurd, Cer- 
teinly those tools, any more than fingers and thumb, could not affect the colours 
ofthe materials used. One of your correspondentssaid he had seen a fly so badly 
made that the result was the production of something ‘‘ between a shrimp and 
a lobster,’’ meaning, if he meant anything, that shape and size were most at 
fault, and that more skill is required in the making than in the selection of 
colours. Shape v. colour cannot well be put to a better test than in ‘‘ dibbing ” 
for chub, and I never knew ar instance of one of those “ shyest of all fish ”’ 
being caught with an artificial fly, while a dead natural one has frequently been 
found to be a most fatal bait. On this subject, in Walton and Cotton’s ‘* Com- 
plete Angler,” page 283, the editor says: ‘“‘In what precise shape (the italics 
are mine) artificial flies floating on the water, or just beneath it, present them- 
selves to the fish, I cannot truly tell. They certainly cannot present themselves 
in the exact living forms of natural insects, but their appearance must be some- 
thing similar. If I were to guess, I should say that the artificial flies. .... 
present the appearance of drowning, or drowned natural ones—of living insects 
struggling on or a little beneath the surface of the water.’’ Stronger than this, 
and more straight to the point, however, is Stewart, in his ‘‘ Practical Angler,”’ 
page 78, he says: ‘We do not think it at alllikely that trout can see the colour 
of a fly very distinctly. The worst light of all for seeing its colour is when it is 
placed between you and the sky, as the trout sees it, and when the fly is rolled 
round by every current, and sometimes seen through the medium of a few feet 
of running water, the idea that they can detect tts colour toa shade is highly im- 
probable. Even granting they could, there is no reason for supposing they 
would reject it on that account. /Vies of the same kind differ so much in 
colour, that we could show the reader a May-fiy almost black and a May-fly 
almost yellow, and of all the intermediate shades.’’ If Iam wrong, I am cer- 
tainly wrong in good company, and prefer accepting the opinion of those gen- 
tlemen to the zpse dixit of Mr. Rowe. Keep to nature in shape, colour, and 
size as nearly as possible, by all means; but, in spite of what that gentleman 
has said or may say to the contrary, ‘ when his hands are too cold to tie flies,’’ 
T still maintain that much more skill is required in the making up than in the 
selection of colours, which, Mr. Rowe assures us, is the ‘‘ Be all and the end 
all’? of fly-making, and which alone, seconding to his ideas, when once esta- 
blished, is to ** benefit future generations ” of fishermen.—I am, &c., 

WIitt1aM GUISE. 


Redditch, Nov. 26. 





A CHEAP DRESSING AND CHEAP LINE. 

Srr,—Seeing an article on dressed lines from ‘‘ Enquirer,’’ perhaps a few re- 
marks as to my method may not be out of place. Inthe first place, I never use a 
silk line ; in the second place, I never use a reel for trolling. When I want a 
line, I buy a ball of fine water cord; before using it at all, well strain it to take 
the twist out of it. Having done so, I take a piece of flannel soaked with some 
best boi!ed linseed oil, mixed with a very small portion of best copal varnish, 
well shaken together. Rub a coating of that well into your line till it will take 
no more, then rub off any superfluous oil with dry flannel. I find that thus 
dressed I use a line longer than with any other dressing. But I must tell you not 
to keep that line in use after a day's fishing; that line must be opened, and put 
to dry, wound round the back of a chair, say; then, when dry, rub the oil rag 
down it, and you will have your line fit for use without kinks, My object in 
selecting hemp lines over silk is because they are so much cheaper, for 
silk will not stand the chafing through the rings but very little longer than 
hemp upon all occasions, Before using my line I well try it, for fear, if by any 
chance I should neglect it, ‘‘Esox Lucius’’ may try it for me, and I always like 
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to win. If ‘*Enquirer”’ does not feel disposed to adopt my method, if he will 
use two double swivels upon his bottom trace, they will add but very little 
weight ; he will find it will prevent his line kinking.—I am, &c., 

PiscaTOR. 





MR. W. WELLS RIDLEY’S LINES. 

Srr,—Would you kiadly, in your ‘* Answers to Correspondents,” give me 
the address of ** Mr. W. Wells Ridley’? ? His name as an exhibitor does not 
appear in my catalogue, and I can’t find it in my ‘British Fisheries’ 
Directory,” a'though it may be there, as 1 don’t know under what head (town 
or city) to look for it, and I don’t think his lines were noticed in the FisHING 
GAZETTE notices ot Exhibition.—I am, &c., 

[We donot know Mr. Ridley’s address ; perhaps some of our Ue chee help 
J. H.—Eb.] 





STANDARD COLOURS. 

Srr,—Standard colours must not be stained by the attack on them from Mr. 
Noble in his letter which you inserted last week, and in which it is admitted 
that Mr. Kelson was at libe~ty to erase his name from an exhibit in the Inland 
Fisheries if he was dissatisfied with it. This gentleman is now blamed for 
doing so! Indeed, how could he do otherwise ? : 

Whether these seals’ furs were good or bad, it is immaterial; but there can 
be no doubt that the unusual and extra shades exhibited would serve only to 
increase the mi-.chief which is the very object sought by Mr. Kelson t» remedy, 
== Uamoicce DAES Ge ve 

Nov. 27th. 


VERY ROUGH NOTES ON THE FLOUNDERS. 

S1R,—Allow me to thank you for the most interesting quotation from Dr. 
Giinther’s ‘* Study of Fishes.”?” Many thanks. The flounders placed in Wim- 
bledon Lake, the keeper tells me, have increased in size. I should think they 
would, feeding as:they do so much on aquatic ‘insects and worms, they ought 
to get fat one way and another. No dead ones have been found. I very much 
question if they wiil breed ; they will and do in rivers which run into the sea. 
Years ago they used to swarm in the Trent in every stretch between the 
Humber and Newark, I have had as many as seventy-two in one day in one 
field, on a very fine dace tackle and fine line. The sensation of ‘ playing’? them 
to the surface and shore is most singular, and, as you say, quite different from 
any other fish ; it is surprising how they pull considering their size. Take my 
advice and use a float in quiet, gentle eddies and streams with a clear sandy 
silty bottom, not muddy. You need not be afraid of their “not”? taking the 
worm ; there is no nonsense when they bite under these conditions. When the 
float goes under, wait a li tle, about as long as when fishing for perch with the 
minnow, and you are sure to have them. Many remain in sheltered, deep holes 
all the winter. How dolLIknow? Because I have caught them often when I 
have been spearing for eels, and I have seen others catch them. I have also 
observed little chaps, so very small, on what are termed sand beds, so early in 
the season they could not have possib'y got from the sea to where I have seen 
them—too farin the time. Although the eyes are on the right side of the 
head, I have caught them with them on the left. They present such a singular 
appearance there was no mistaking this fact. Ask any old flounder catcher. 
They vary in colour immensely, flounders coming from some waters being 
quite differently marked from those coming from others, and the sea. Splendid 
eating when properly cooked; must be done crisp, not floppy. They love 
worms to such a degree, I have known one flounder take three lobs from one 
line one after another. Twenty minutes is quite long enough to stop in one 
place when fishing with the tail-end of a lob; if there is a flounder anywhere 
near they are bound to find it. I believe they can-smell worms. 
They ought to do well in the Thames, but they will not, and I will tell you 
why. The tugs and steamers will wash up and destroy 75 per cent. of every 
bit of spawn. Since the three steamers have plied up and down the Trent 
flounder- fishing is a waste of time.—I am, &e., 





Mark ANTONY. 
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PUTTING BLACK BASS INTO THE RIVER NENE. 

StIr,—I am pleased to answer your inquiry as to the black bass. Out of 1,200 
brought over by Mr. Silk, our share was 140 fish. The places selected were 
at the end of mill tails, where there would be a constant rapid stream with a 
gravelly bottom ; and also a nice quiet backwater at the end of the tail. The 
fish were put in in two lots. They varied in size from about 4 inches to 7 inches, 
the majority being from 4} to 5 inches in length. The Wansford Club have 
also put a lot of fishin this autumn in the same river, nearer Peterboru’ than we 
are. Mr. Silk advises us to put in two more lots, and then he says we shall be 
certain to succeed. Our river, though mostly sluggish, is oftenin flood, and we 
have a nice number of small backwaters with sharp streams and gravelly 
bottoms, and also deep, quiet holes. We shall prohibit the fishing for bass for 
some years, until we know the fish are wellestablished. If any are caught 
accidentally, or seen rising at fly next summer, I shall be pleased to write 
you. I wish more clubs could be induced to put bass in their waters. The 
fish, 1 hear, have been put into the Welland. I think the Nene and the Wel= 
land are the only rivers in England where the bass have been pat; they are in 
seyerallakes. Jt would be very interesting to anglers if we could get notes 
from the different localities. Iam, &c., 

Joun T. HensMan, 
Secretary of the Nene Angling Club. 
a SE ee A Ae es 


AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS. 

S1r,—It seems I have offended Mr. Hall in misconstruing his meaning. In his 
letter of Oct. 27th, he states that he cannot subscribe to the sentence in my 
letter of the previous week about professional tiers being able to beat any 
amateur, even at their own flies. This I naturally took to be a denial of my 
statement, and wrote my letter of Nov. 17th in full belief that he intended to 
convey that meaning. It is rather amusing his taking me to task so severely 
when he misunderstands my own letters so very much. I never stated that his 
flies could be made without vice and pliers; I merely stated that the former 
was never used by myself. If I did use one, it would probably enable me to 
turn out neater flies, and I intend trying one soon. Nor did I ever say that 
Redditch tiers could pick up a hook, and lay it down in a few minutes a perfect 
fly; for, alas! many of their flies are far from perfect. And why I suggested 
that Messrs. Hall and Aldam should take their own material, and show how they 
were tied, is that, like plenty of others (myself included), they use peculiar 
feathers, and tie in a peculiar way ; and it is expecting too much to ask anyone 
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-the district who feel disposed to join us. 















to match their patterns merely from a copy, and Mr. Hall himself admits that 
no one need be above taking a hint from a brother angler, be he amateur or 
rofessional. I for one never am, and beg to thank Mr. Hall publicly, as I 
ave done privately, for the pleasure his courtesy in sending the flies for my 
inspection gave me. I have very great respect for his skill in tying ; but, since 
you ask me if I know any professional who ties so well, I must say I saw a case 
at the Exhibition that would compare favourably with his. I believe it was 
Mrs. Ogden’s, but am not certain, as I have mislaid my notes. It was nearl 
opposite Messrs. Foster’s, only on the other side of the room. This case 
marked out in my own mind for the special prize, and since then have been en- 
deavouring to bring my own work up to it in neatness, but have not succeeded 
to my satisfaction as yet, though I have made considerable progress. The only 
fault I could find with the flies in this case was that the wings of the alder and 
several other flat-winged flies were too upright—more like duns than alders or 
downlookers. But, in comparing professionals’ and amateurs’ flies, it must be 
remembered that with the former time is money, and, though he is inclined to 
spend a lot of it in making up his work, it would not pay him to doso ; whereas 
the latter can give an hour if he chooses to a fly, and be nothing out of pocket. 
—Ian, &c., 8. HowarrH. 
Burton-on-Trent. 





THE BIRMINGHAM AND DISTRICT AMALGAMATED SOCIETY 
OF ANGLERS. 

Stm,—Inclosed, I beg to hand you copy of rules and stamps of the 
B.& D.A.S. of Anglers, which has recently been formed here under the 
following circumstances. 

A few months ago the railway companies here were complaining (not without 
cause) that the travelling privileges granted to anglers were being very much 
abused by so-called anglers, who were using their tickets for business purposes, 
&c, Consequently a meeting of members was called of none but water-renting 
societies, to consider what would be the best course to adopt to protect the 
bona fide angling clubs and their travelling privileges. Out of eight societies 
renting water—their united numbers being about 300, and their total rentals 
about £100 per annum —six were represented, and after numerous meetings had _ 
been held the inclosed rules were adopted. 

The railway companies’ chief complaints are, that numbers of travelling 
tickets are used by individuals who never go angling, and we have ascertained 
that the majority of these belong to clubs that do not rent water, but simply 
issue tickets at Is. per annum, the profits, if any, being divided at the end of ° 
the year or spent in a dinner; they hold no meetings nor present any reports. 
Hence you see the necessity for the steps we have taken. 

I mentioned that six out of the eight water renting societies joined the Asso- 
ciation. We regret the two oldest should remain out One we hope to embrace 
soon; but the Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial, whilst upholding all we 
have done, seem to prefer to remain exclusively to themselves, owing, I 
suppose, to the happy state of ease and affluence in which they are placed. 

In conclusion, the Association have already had evidences of the influence 
brought to bear through the amalgamation, and the committee sincerely thank 
you for the prompt response you made in supplying the copies of rules asked 
for, for their guidance and informa‘ion.—I am, &c., é 
W. H. BRECKNELL, sec. 
P.S.—We offer a hearty welcome to all or any societies who rent water in 


> 


[Union and amalgamation of angling interests should always be warmly 
advocated. We trust that our friends of the Birmingham and Midland Pisca- 
torial Society will lend their powerful aid to this movement, which is the only 
way the clubs can prove to the railway companies that they can and will 
prevent fraudulent use of tickets. We have published the rules of the Amal- — 
gamated Society, as they will be useful in other districts —Ep.] ; 





TAKING BAIT IN THE THAMES.—LEGAL, &c, 

Stzr,—W. G. Gregory would find it more satisfactory in obtaining an inde« 
pendent judgment were he to procure the brochure of the By-Laws from the — 
Board of Conservancy, at Trinity Square, Tower Hill, or wait until the much 
delayed posting of the By-Laws at the various locks takes place. 

W. G. G. speaks of taking his minnows with a very fine landing net. This 
is legal, by item 9 section 6. But he is restricted from keeping any dace 
under 6 inches, or roach under 7 inches, or gudgeon under 4 inches, and such 
may not be taken, ’according to section 8, ‘*from the 15th March in each year to 
the 15th June following, both days inclusivé,’’ yet this section coacludes with — 
the following :—‘ Nothing in this section shall apply to any person who shall 
during the period between the 1st day of April and the 1oth day of September, 
both days inclusive, take, or attempt to take, blea’, minnows, or gudgeon for 
use as bait for trout.” 

The ‘‘ Trent Otter’? may have seen perch seize minnows by the tail, as he 
may likewise have observed pike serve larger fish; but I doubt if he ever found 
any bait, excepting of the smallest size, in the gullet or stomach of pike or 
perch, with the tail downwards. Such a proceeding would very often choke the 
fish, as their fins in the passage would extend and obstruct deglutition. 

If Kingston-on-Thames has a public reading-room, it is surely furnished 
without a copy of the By-Laws ; but then it would necessitate someone com- — 
petent to interpret them.—Iam, &c., - CREEL. 





CHUB IN THE EDEN.—ILLEGAL SALE OF TROUT AT 
MANCHESTER, 

S1z,—I remember that some time ago mention was made in your paper by a _ 
correspondent of the great number of chub to be found in some parts of the Eden 
(Westmoreland). The writer remarked that they-were so numerous as to be de- 
structive to the growth of the trout, and said it was even suggested by local — 
friends to give a premium forchub taken out of the said water. { am just on the 
look-out for some p'ace where first-rate chub fishing is to be had, and I should ~ 
be very much obliged if you or some correspondent would inform me as to 
which station on the Eden would best fulfil my requirements. On inquiry I find 
there are no chub in the river at Appleby. } 

By the way, I have not seen any reply in your paper to my inquiry as to chub 
and pike at Llanymynech. ; 

When in Manchester to -day my indignation was greatly roused at seeing ex- 
posed in a shop for sale a large number of trout, as nearly as possible the length — 
of one’s finger—certainly none of them would weigh above an ounce. In ~ 
answer to my inquiry, the fish-salesman told me the trout were from Lake 
Windermere. I may say that I counted fifty of these ‘ fingerlings’’ on one 
dish, and none of them overlapped each other. Can nothing be done to check — 
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such wholesale and impudently shameless destruction of young trout >—I am, 
SLO\5 Rus IN URBE. 

November 27th. 

[When fishing for trout in the Eden some years ago we caught chub below 
the weir at Armathwaite, and here and there all the way up to Langwathby, 
but we noticed the largest fish and the greatest number in the Eden just below, 
and just above where itis joined by the Eamont, The Fish Inn at Langwathby 
is a very decent place to stay at. Mr. Rain, the keeper at Eden Hall, would 
be glad to get rid of the chub, we feel sure.—Ep. ] 





TESTIMONIAL TO MR. WHEELDON. 
Sr1r,—I beg to acknowledge the following additional subscriptions to above 
fund :— 


f, Ss. d, 
Silver Trout Angling Society .. ee A Tae 210 
Stanley Anglers... ae aie oe oe 1@-17,.0 
Cambridge Friendly Angling Society .. es Tal a 
J. T. Carrington, Esq. .. an oe oe 1 LO 
Friendly Anglers ., ae ¥ ie “en 8 8 o 
Hon. A. Bligh as 45 he Ars oe ber 0vTo 
H. Brett, Esq. an Aas as Re a if oh) Ke; 
Collins, Esq. ae ve oe an ee 010 6 
United Brothers (Deptford) ne a. oe 07.6150: 
H. L. W. Godwin, Esq. .. a ee fc O10 6 
H. B. Brown, Esq. T3510 


Maidenhead, Cookham, “and Bray “Thames 
~ Angling Preservation Society .. oe oe 2,20 


The presentation will be made on Tuesday, December 11, at a dinner which 
is arranged to take place at the Holborn Restaurant, tickets for which can be 
obtained of the hon, secretary, Mr, H. Blamey, 62, Charing Cross, 


TESTIMONIAL TO MR. T. HOOLE. 
SECOND List. 
S1R,—Will you kindly acknowledge the following to the above fund :— 


Mr. P. GEEN’s List. 
s. d. sid 
Richmond Piscatorial Society 1 1 o| A, J. Little, Esq. .. <M E4/0 
Grange Angling Society ., 1 1 o|]H. Blamey, Esq. ., ae Ti Tie O 
United Brothers .. oe Oat2ec0'| ab. bevre,. isd. se dematy 11,0 
Royal George Angling As- J. C. Clench, Esq. .. Fen Eee Te 0: 
sociation ,, a «. © 10 oO] J. P. Wheeldon, Esq. HS Eas BO) 
Waltonians .. oe ee 2. 2) 0) f. i. Leman; Esq. eo elu iO 
Richard Bingley, Fsq. +. 0 § O| Collins, Esq... an eee ORDO" LO 
Independent Jovial Anglers o 10 6|T.R. Sachs, Esq. .. ih Baa hey 
Hammersmith United fee) 27,01 J. Patisson; Esqi 7% ; 1 O..1O, 6 
Surrey Piscatorials .. ona t oF OVA. Nuthall) Esq, 7. vee Oa TG." 6 
Queen’s Angling Society ., 0 7 6|A,. J. Marriott, Esq. VePOLE SO 
W. A. Crump, Esq tks Lats 
L£Eo. Bonvotsin, hon. sec, 
Nov. 29th. 


TESTIMONIAL TO MR. T. HOOLE. 

S1n,—To my idea there are special reasons why this proposed testimonial 
should be one of a solid and substantial nature. There is no one in the 
angling world whose valuable services are entitled to higher appreciation It 
has been the great object of Mr. Hoole’s life to work and Jabour for his brother 
piscators without stint of time or money. I have never contributed to a 
testimonial with greater pleasure than I have done in Mr. Hoole’s case. I 
trust every angling club in London and the suburbs will contribute liberally, 
and when the list is complete that it will contain the name of every club in 
existence. The good work which has commenced should go forward with 
greater rapidity, and all should give a helping hand. As a member of the 
General Committee, I intend to}do my part, and I shall be very pleased to re- 
ceive subscriptions from any of my friends.—I am, &c., W. H. Brovenam, 

Swayfield Villa, Hounslow, Nov. 2. 





BABY PERCH SOLD IN LONDON, 

Str,—I was passing Mr. Groves’s shop, 33, Charing Cross, the other day 
and saw a most deplorable sight, viz., a number of baby perch exposed for sale, 
about three inches long, Surely Mr. Groves ought to be ashamed to sell 
undersized fish in this way.—I am, &c., E. 8. 





SIR JAMES MAITLAND’S FISHERY. 
WE have received the following from Mr. Guy :— 


“‘ Howietoun Fishery, Stirling, 1883. 


** The secretary, in publishing the price-list for this season, has 
much pleasure in announcing the Subterranean Despatch House has 
been re-arranged to enable the fishery to supply nine thousand 
yearlings per day throughout the winter. 

‘Trout require careful preparation before they can be transported 
with safety, the time necessary varying from three or four days in the 
case of yearlings to as many weeks for large trout. 

The new hatchery has proved most successful, and upwards of ten 
millions of trout ova are now annually incubated at the Fishery. 

All eggs are eyed on glass grilles, experience having shown the 
strongest embryos and healthiest fry are obtained by this method. 

The introduction of partially eyed ova into the market has proved 
of immense importance in economically stocking large tracts of water. 
So soon as the embryo is sufficiently formed, the ova should be laid 
down in gravel redds, contiguous to some small stream falling into 
the rivers or lochs to be stocked. As all unimpregnated eggs are 
removed before despatch no loss can occur from byssus, and all the 
expense and trouble of artificial hatching is avoided. 

Full information as to the situation and formation of redds will be 
forwarded on application. 





Where streams, either from the quantity of sediment in the water, 
or from their liability to flood, are unsuited for partially eyed ova, 
they may yet be successfully stocked with fry ; but as in most natural 
waters the mortality at thisage is very great, large numbers are 
required, 

Yearlings are, Zar excellence, the size for general purposes. They 
are strong enough to find their own food, thus avoiding the principal 
cause of mortality among fry, namely, starvation; they are easily 
carried, and stand the journey well; they accommodate themselves 
with the greatest facility to new water, and they thrive so fast in 
ponds that they will be found a very profitable investment. 

Two-year-olds are recommended where coarse fish or large trout 
already exist in the water, or where expense is no object and sport in 
the shortest possible time is required; but the demand for yearlings 
last season having exhausted the stock, the Fishery cannot guarantee 
to supply them. 

For long journeys, especially to the South of England, trout should 
be ordered early in the winter, as they can then be transported at 
less expense. 

All communications to be addressed, 

J. R. Guy, secretary, 
Howietoun Fishery, Stirling. 

[Ten millions of trout ova are now annually incubated at the 
Fishery. Certainly Sir James is to be congratulated on the success 
of his enterprise. One would think that trout must get so numerous 
in our streams and lakes as to leave no room fcr the water; unfor- 
tunately, the mortality is something fearful. 

We regret to see the American brook trout heads the list of fish 
ova, &c., for sale, and fetches apparently the highest price, although 
it is pointed out in a pamphlet sent to us with the list that the fish is 
not in any way so good as our British trout. In spite of this notice 
many gentlemen will continue to buy it as long as it is given the 
chief prominence in the lists of fish culturists. We say, as we said 
the other day, that this fish is not worth introducing into our waters 
when better fish can be got more cheaply. They are char and not 
trout, and never do well in our rivers.—ED. ] 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Chairman—Mr. F. H. LEMANN. 


CLUB COMPETITION. 


THERE was a large attendance of members last Monday evening to 
welcome the return of the various competitors for the above. Inthe 
interval, Dr. Brunton exhibited his new spinning flight, which differs 
from those in use by having a large hook in the centre which passes 
through the fish, and also another for the tail, by which, he asserts, that 
all strain is removed from the lip hook ; consequently the same bait 
may be used several times, and he stated that he had caught upwards 
of five fish with the same bait; he was awarded a -~cordial 
vote of thanks. About Io p.m., the various gentlemen who had been 
out returned, and stated that the water was so thick that it was more 
like fishing in pea-soup than water, and fears were expressed that the 
prizes would not be won. 

At length Mr. Huggett arrived from Shiplake with two fish, weighing 
4 lb. 12 02. largest, 3 Ib. I 0z., and won the first prize. he second 
was not won,and Messrs. Forman, H. B. Brown, and Lemann each 
offered half a guinea towards another prize, and solicited the com- 
mittee to fix another day fora club match in the hope that more sport 
and better shows of fish might be obtained. 

The toasts of the successful angler and the chair brought the 
meeting to a conclusion. 

fe L. 











GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


THE ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday 
evening, atthe Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basinghall 
Street ; Dr. Brunton inthe chair. The minutes of the last meeting 
were read and confirmed. Letters were read from the Lord Mayor 
(a vice-president), and from the Mayor of Kingston, Mr. Nuthall,-a 
member of the society expressing thanks for the congratulatory letters 
yee to them by the secretary on election to their respective 
offices. 

Mr. Nuthall also very kindly offered a prize to be fished for by 
members of the society ; his only stipulation, in accordance with the 
Gresham rule, was that it should not be for gross weight. Cards of 
invitation from the Society of Arts for the 28th, when M. Trendell, 
read a paper on ‘‘ The International Fisheries Exhibition of 1883,” 
were received, and several members announced their intention of being 
present on the occasion. 

The chairman announced the date for the presentation of the 
“© Wheeldon Testimonial,” taking the opportunity to invite further 
subscriptions. Several additions were made to the list. An offer of 
a piece of water was considered, and the secretary instructed to give 
notice to each member that the subject would be brought forward at 
the next meeting. 

There will be in addition to this the roach competition, so that 
there is every prospect, not only of a ‘full house,” but a goodly 
show of fish. 

A hearty vote of thanks to. Dr. Brunton for his services inthe chair 
brought the business portion of the evening to aclose, and was 
followed by some excellent music. 

H. 







SALMON IN THE SPAWNING BEDS OF THE 


RIVER DOVE. 


ON Tuesday last, at the Police Court, Burton-on-Trent, before Colonel 
Levett, M.P., J. H. Griffiths, and H. Wardle, Esquires, six men from 
Derby, named Henry Goodhead, Robert Smith, Edward Wheatcraft, 
Thomas Robinson, Frederic Bannister, and William Brindley, were 
charged with unlawfully attempting to catch salmon in the spawning 
beds in the River Dove, near Hatton, on the 31st of October. Mr, 
Eddowes prosecuted on behalf of the Trent Board of Conservators, 
A number of witnesses were called to show that the men were fishing 
in the water between the weir at Hatton and the bridge, and the 
tackle floated down into the spawning beds. The beds were the best 
in the district, and had been spawning beds for the last fourteen years 
to the knowledge of one of the witnesses, Mr. Eddowes said that 
the men, as scientific fishermen, should have known that they had no 
right to take the salmon, but the Board of Conservators did not wish 
a heavy penalty inflicted. The defendants pleaded ignoranse of the 
fact that they were fishing near the spawning beds, but the Bench 
inflicted afine of £5, and costs £2 15s, 6d., which sum had to be 
paid amongst the defendants. 








THE RIVER KEEPER AND THE THAMES FISHERMAN, 
A SUPPOSED. CONVERSATION, 


RIVER KEEPER—I expect you have heard that all the Fishermen 
under the new By-laws are to be allowed in future to lay their grig 
weels in the preserves. t 

Fisherman—That’s all very well; it was promised to us long 
enough ago. ‘ 

River Keeper—Well, ‘“‘ better late than never”; but it has been no 
fault of the T. A. P. S., as they have tried over and over again to get 
it for you. é ' 

Fisherman—But they have stopped us from laying night-lines, 

River Keeper—That is just it—you men are never satisfied ; if you 
get a good thing done for you, you want something else. J believe if 
you were told to do what you like you would still grumble. 

Fisherman—Them night-lines never did any harm. 

River Keeper—You are wrong there—it was fully proved that scores 
of good trout were taken on them; and what has been the result ? 
Trout have largely increased in quantity in the river, and as many as 
eighteen caught in one week. 

Fisherman—Well, I never catched any by night-lines. 

River Keeper—That may be, but there are plenty of others that did 
upon their own confession ; and, perhaps, if the truth were known, you 
could tell us something about it. : 

Fisherman—That is not very likely. ‘ 

River Keeper—Now, look here; I do not want to quarrel with you 
about night-lines or anything else. I am desirous of doing my duty, 
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MEN CONVICTED FOR ATTEMPTING TO. CATCH | and I think it is as much to your interest as mine to make the river — 


profitable to the anglers, and so to make your living better. 


a 
é 


Fisherman—In what way do you mean? We likes to look after 


ourselves. 


Kiver Keeper—There you are wrong; and if you will rid yourself of — 


that selfish idea you will be a wiser and a better man. You look 
after the interests of your customers—help us to protect and preserve 
the fishery, and then you will get better sport for your customers, and, 
instead of being out only a couple of days a week, you will get con- 
stantly employed. 

Fisherman—That’s all you know about it; it’s all very fine giving us 
advice, and if we helps you to watch the river, who’s going to pay 
us for it ? 


. 


River Keeper—Now, look here; you have got hold of “ the wrong , 


end of the stick.” - Don’t you think it will pay you well enough, as I 


have said before, if you help us to preserve the fish, for the very 


people you get your living from, you will get a better living? What we 
want to do is to get you fishermen to act friendly with us—we want 
to do you good, and you may depend upon it, if we can only pull 
together, we shall make the Thames one of the best fishing rivers in 
the world. 


Fisherman—You talk mighty fine ; and, if I could only believe half — 


you say, I would give you my hand at once. 

River Keeper—I am as satisfied as I am of my own existence that 
all is right I tell you. I have no motive in it but a real honest 
desire to do all I can for you. If anything is going on wrong— 


whether by night or by day—let me know, and I and my mate will — 


be with you. 


Fisherman—Well, you talk better, certainly, than any river keeper _ 


I have talked with before; they have been such blustering, domi- 
neering chaps that one has wished them to the ——. Now, look 
here, come into the “ Anglers” and have a drink, I think you are 
beginning to make me think different. 

It is reported that the two went into the “‘ Anglers” together, and 
were soon joined by some of the other fishermen of the place, when 


the one who had been conversing with the river keeper got on his — 


legs and said, as though he meant it: ‘* Now, look here, lads, this 


man is the head river keeper here: we’ve been talking togethera long: 


time, and I have come to the conclusion he’s a décent sort of a chap 
—I have never talked to one like him since I have known the river, 
He says he’s one among us—he wants to do us good. Now, my lads, 
cannot we all pull together? What they want to dois to make the 
fishing better for the anglers—and get us more customers. (A voice, 
** What about the night-lines ?’) Well, you know as well as I do, now 
we’re amongst ourselves, they are not the proper things to put in the 
Thames, Don’t let that stop us in giving our hand to the keeper; let 
us help him and I feel sure all will be well.” After some friendly 


remarks from the river keeper and a little discussion they all resolved — 


to help him, and each shaking him heartily by the hand wished him 


‘Good night,” and declared him to be ‘‘a jolly good fellow!” The 
8 ys 


river keeper went away, hoping he had ‘“ 


made a move in the right 
direction.” : 


1S 








No skilled labour is required in the application of the Stain 


STEPHENS’ 





PREPARATIONS FOR DYEING WOOD IN 
IMITATION OF OAK, MAHOGANY, ROSE- 
WOOD, SATIN WOOD, WALNUT AND 
EBONY. 


Economical, extremely durable; the Process Cheap, Expe- 


SPLIT CANE RODS, 


STIFF OR PLIANT. 
9 feet Brook Rod, 2 lengths, £2 2s. 0. 


STAINS FOR WOOD) #2 eed 


Prices for Longer rods on application. 
Light reels fitted to above, and suitable tackle at 
usual prices. 
W. HL. Andrews, Manufacturer, 


HIGH STREET, UPPINGHAM. 
Orders should be accompanied by cash or reference, 


OYAL AQUARIUM.—ONE SHIL- 


LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 





at Three and Hight. 
es 2 58. 0. 
ASA OYAL AQUARIUM. — POLAR 
WALRUS from the Arctic Regions. The greatest 


curiosity of thisage. One of Nature’s wonders, Admission 
Is. : 





OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
BECKWITH’S ENTERTAINMENT, by Miss 
Beckwith, her brothers Willie and Charles, and Professor 





ditious and without Smell, Have received the highest awards 
wherever exhibited—Paris, Havre, Lyons, Amsterdam, 
Vienna, Philadelphia and Sydney, Gcld Medal, 
Adelaide, 1881. 





Prospectuses and Specimens of Stained Deal, free by post 
on application to 


HENRY C. STEPHENS, 
191, ALDERSGATE STREET, LONDON. 


ACCIDENTS !—64, - CORNHILL. 


NO MAN IS SAFE FROM ACCIDENTS, 
WISE MEN INSURE AGAINST THEIR COST. 











ACCIDENTS BY LAND OR WATER 


*OUGHS, COLDS, ASTHMA, 
yRONCHITIS and NEURALGIA. 
R. J. COLLIS BROWNE'S 


CHLORODYNE. 


A few doses qu'te effectual.—Caution.—The extra- 
ordinary medical reports on the efficacy of Chloro- 
dyne render it of vital importance that the public , 
should obtain the genuine, which is protected by a 
Government stamp, bearing the words * Dr, 
Collis Browne’s Chlorodyne.’’ 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. Pags Wood, Tun TIMEs, 
July 16, 1864. Numerous testimonials from eminent 
physicians accompany each bottle, 


Beckwith, her father, at 5.30 andg.30, Admission ONE 
SHILLING, from Aquarium or by Abbey entrance, ‘ 





Ree AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 
aN, PERFORMING BULLS, taught by Herr Rujer. 


FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 


6d. per Pkt. PREPARED 6d. per Pkt. 





A Nourishing ocd for all kinds of 
FrrsH Water FisH. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S. 
Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c, fo 
the Aquaria, 


See decision of 





INSURED AGAINST BY THE 


RAILWAY PASSENGERS’ ASSUR- 
ANCH COMPANY, 


The oldest and largest Company, insuring against 
Accidents of all kinds, 


SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL, £1,000,000 


PAID-UP CAPITALAND RESERVE $259,000, 
: Mopgerate Premiums, 
Bonus allowed to Insurers after five years. 


£1,840,000 
HAS BEEN PAID AS COMPENSATION. 


Apply to the Clerks at the Railway Stations, the Local 
Agents, or 8, Grand Hotel Buildings, Charing Cross, or at 
the Head Office, 64, CORNHILL, LONDON, 


WILLIAM J. VIAN, Secretary. 





From W. C, Winkinson, F,R.C,S., Spalding :— 
“IT consider it invaluable in phthisis and spasmodic 
cough ; the benefit is very marked indeed,”? 
Sold in bottles, 1s, 14d., 2s. od., and 4s. 6d., by all 
Chemists. 
Sole Manufacturer, J. T, DAVENPORY, 
33, Great Russell Street, W.C. 


LONDON & COUNTY 
ADVANGE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


i Cash advances from 

£10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates. Bills dis- 
| counted. Forms gratis. 


e 57 '& 58, 
I] CHANCERY LANE, 
JouN Stone, Sec, 



































52, King William Street, City, and South-Eastern — 


Railway Station, Cannon Street. 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders of all 
kinds of Fish. 





DEVONSHIRE RIVERS, 


(GOOD in ANY 


EVONSHIRE FLIES 
STREAM), ts. 6d. per dozen. 

to pattern, 
kinds. The Devon and other artificial Baits, Reels, 
Lines, Gut Casting Lines, Fly Books, Wading 


Flies made 


Stockings and Trowsers, Baskets, and every other 


Address WILLIAM MUDFORD, Fore 


requisite. 
Ticket depot for the 


Street, Tiverton, Devonshire. 
Tiverton Fishing Association, 


A large stock of Rods and Tackle ofall — 
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ALS Te Go Pld ee kl a 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressedto the Editor of the Fisuina GazettE, No. 12, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope, 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith, Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications, 

Tue Fisuinc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W 
H, Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces. 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION, 


: The sabe igs Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s.; orpos 
ree, 10s, 6d, 

Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








. ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ot 
Tue Fisnine Gazerres, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E, Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N,.B.—AIl Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Muney Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs,Sampson Low, Magsron, and Co,, the Proprietors, 
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A QUIET CHAT ABOUT GRAYLING. 





By ‘* Limpus.’”’ 


Il. 

I WAS sitting by my fire at the Talbot on the evening after I 

had arrived at my destination. The air was beginning 
to get raw outside, and though it might still be considered warm 
enough to do without one, I confess to a liking for a little blaze 
to shine on my shins when my feet are within my slippers, and I 
take up my pipe and smoke ofium cum dignitate. 
_ Aknock at my door starts me, and forth comes my friend, true 
to his appointment. All smiles, I fancied him a more companion- 
able man than I had thought him the night before. There was 
none of that roughness that formerly seemed to characterise him ; 
but perhaps it was the absence of that basket of his that led me 
to this conclusion. I was: still feeling the ill effects of it, and 
others, like it, on my shoulders. 

** Draw up, my boy, and pass the whisky,” said I, pointing toa 
chair on the vacant side of the fire, as he came forward. ‘‘ Sorry 
I haven’t a fat grayling to pass youas well; they don’t have them 
here, they say.” 

“‘ Not surprised,” said he, doing asI bidhim: ‘Grayling are 
scarce as well as plentiful in this quarter, I can tell you.” 

“What do you mean ?”’ said I, somewhat puzzled. 

He laughed and looked at me rather singularly; then he said : 

“Well, don’t you know, grayling are as plentiful in the river 
yonder as anywhere, but you won’t find a grayling upon a public 
table or at the shops, or anywhere that you are likely to get to 
that I know of. The public hereabout are told about them, and 
they read about people catching them, and so on, but there’s not 
a swim you can get at for twenty miles or so; and then when you 
do go that distance, and a bit further, you are charged fearfully, 
You must take up residence at an hotel, pay something like a 
pound a day, get a ticket to fish, and the chances are when you 
have done all this you don’t get anything at all for your pains.” 

“‘How is that ?” said I, quite startled. 

‘¢ Well, you see,” said my friend, ‘‘grayling have been neg- 
lected by the public for many generations—in fact, all fish have 
but trout and salmon, I suppose; and until lately nobody but odd 
enthusiasts here and there have cared a fig about them. ‘These 
odd people—true anglers, all of them—no doubt have gone in for 
them wholesale. Many years ago some of these in this district 
formed a club among themselves, got leave to fish the river, and 
went in for the sport as a scientific amusement. They not 
only went in for grayling, but trout also; in fact, they started 
with trout, and have only taken up grayling because they hap- 
pened to be in the water. Like clubs in other parts, they have 
gone in for breeding trout, and of late of grayling, too; and they 
have now, perhaps, some of the best stocked waters to be found 
in the kingdom. They go in for scientific fly-fishing, and scorn 
the humble worm and maggot, and even deprecate the use of the 
minnow. ‘They strictly preserve their water for their own sport, 
and are very strict as to who they allow to join them, and as to 
who the various members invite to join them as introduced 
friends.” 
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“That is all very well,” said I. “What objection can there be 
tosuch proceedings ? The supply of trout and grayling would 
very likely have run out in the river if it had not been for them— 
they would have been all caught or killed by poachers or others, 
who would not have done anything at all for the cultivation of the 
fish. Here I suppose you have a good club—in fact, I know it 
is a club that is highly respected, and has done much’ for the 
cultivation of trout and possibly grayling, and very likely you 
would not have had grayling at all in the river had it not been for 
them. Look at the Trent, forinstance; it is not a hundred miles 
off, and the grayling are all but extinct in that river, when they 
used to be plentiful enough, even within my memory, and there 
have been no clubs on it ofany account.” 

“Oh, yes, I quite agree with you. Clubs have done, and are 
doing, much for fish culture and fish preservation ; and had it not 
been forthem we very possibly should not have had trout and 
grayling in many others where they are still plentiful. But what 
I grumble at is the dog-in-the-manger spirit with which they carry 
on their business ; and this, I may say, applies more or less to many 
other, if not most other, clubs of this class. They secure water, as 
they are bound to do; but not content with getting hold of what 
is necessary for their purposes, they buy up every swim above and 
below that they can get hold of; they prevent willing people from 
joining them; they keep all their fish to themselves; and they, 
in short, keep to themselves a vast deal more facilities than they 
require, and refuse to admit others where there is room for them. 
This, I consider, is a monopoly, which is against the public 
interests, and one that tends to keep the public in ignorance of the 
pleasures of the sport. Besides, it prevents public bodies from 
interfering because they found their claims on private rights, and 
claim to exclude the public because they are private. In the case 
I allude to a dozen persons monopolise perhaps a dozen miles, 
when, properly managed, the water is sufficient to amply accom- 
modate a dozen to the mile. That I regard as intolerable.” 

“T grant you it is not to the public interest,’ said I, “ but 
then you have to take things as theyexist. Itwould scarcely do 
to say these people should not make arrangements with owners 
and rely on private rights. They cultivate and they fish, they sow 
and they reap.” 

‘Depend upon it,” said my friend, “the time will come when 
this will have to be altered; but I only mention this to show you 
how it is you cannot get grayling just when and as you like—why 
they are scarce and yet plentiful.” 

‘The old tale,” said I, ‘‘much will have more. It is a source 
of dissatisfaction to many, no doubt. Pass the dew-drops and 
light up,” I added, offering him the cigar-box, and we smoked. 

“You were singing the praises of grayling last night,” said my 
friend, ‘‘as compared with trout and other fish. I have heard it 
said that the graylings are not really an English fish, but were 
brought into this country by the monks. Do you think that that 
is sor” 

“I do,” saidI; ‘‘and my chief reason,” Iadded, “is because 
we find them in some rivers, whilst in others exactly similar in 
every respect they are not to be found, nor have they ever been 
heard of, and perhaps the singularity of this peculiar feature in 
their distribution is the fact that they are most plentiful about the 
ruins of the most celebrated monasteries. ” 

‘“‘ But don’t you know,” said my friend, ‘‘ that Mr. Buckland, in 
his ‘History of British Fishes,’ says he believes the cathedrals 
have a connection with salmon, that the sites of the abbeys were 
selected because of the salmon coming—inferring, in fact, that 
the monks fixed their habitations where the fish were instead of 
bringing the fish to the abbeys?” 

“Oh, yes; I know all about that. He gives a list of the cathe- 
drals on salmon rivers, or rivers that have salmon in them in 
season, as well asa list of those on rivers where the salmon are 
exterminated. In addition to these he mentions cathedrals on 
rivers not suitable for salmon, and also near the sea. Then he- 
says :—‘ These facts of the connection of cathedrals with salmon 
rivers I think can be easily accounted for, inasmuch as when mon- 


asteries were first established previous to the cathedrals them- 


selves being built, the founder selected sheltered places, where 
for the most part they could get good water carriage, and at the 
same timea plentiful supply of salmon forthe use of the table on 
fast days.’ Mr. Buckland’s investigations relative to salmon may 
be right, and I have little doubt of it; but, don’t you see, grayling 
is a very different fish. Itisa fish, as I have said, peculiar to 
districts, and not to similar rivers, and if is known that they can 
be translated from rivers where they are to those where they have 
been known to be absent, and with success. For instance, 
they have, up to very recently, been absent in Scotland. They 
have since been introduced, and are now doing well.” 

“That is a proof, I should say, that the rivers are suitable,” 
put in my friend. 

“Yes,” I added, ‘‘and this fact has not gone unnoticed by 
others. Dr. Hamilton, in Jardine’s ‘ Naturalists’ Library,’ allud- 
ing to it, says: ‘ Certainly this hiatus in its distribution is not a 
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little singular, the more especially as, being an Alpine fish natur- 
aily fond cold of water, and abounding in much more northern 
countries on the Continent, the Highland rivers seem peculiarly 
adapted for it.’ Now, you are aware, I suppose, that the monastic 
system was only very partially introduced into Scotland, and, there- 
fore, their absence may on those grounds be accounted for. 
Their absence from Ireland may also be similarly accounted 
for.” 

‘This is all very strange,” says my auditor. 

“‘No more strange than true,” said I. ‘‘To come more nearly 
to the question in England, I may tell you that, though there may 
be grounds for saying they do not exist in all parts where monas- 
teries existed, on suitable rivers they do exist.largely where the 
more important monasteries existed. Look at the distribution of 
grayling in Yorkshire—and this may be taken as a great grayling 
district: they exist chiefly in the rivers which have their sources 
either in the Craven mountains or those of Cleveland. J.ook at 
the Ure; it rises high up above Wensleydale, and grayling are 
found in it all the way from Aysgarth to Boroughbridge. Now, 
at Ripon, at Studley Royal, and in Skelldale there were grand 
old abbeys, and in the latter the celebrated Fountains Abbey. At 
East Witton and Middleham were great religious houses, as also 
at Coverham, in Coverdale. The celebrated Jervaux Abbey was 
finally raised at the first-named place, whilst at Middleham was 
the castle of the founder of many religious houses, as well 
as the great lord who owned Wensleydale and the surrounding 
forests, as also those around Richmond and the valley of the 
Swale. On the Swale the grayling lie between Richmond and 
Catterick Bridge; and joining the Swale, near to Sand Hutton, 
is a stream called the Whiske, which comes down from the hills 
above Northallerton, and contains grayling in the neighbourhood 
of the last-named place. One of the houses founded by the lord 
of Middleham, the Monastery of St. Martin, stood on the banks 
of the Swale, about a mile from Richmond; and we read of the 
Swale being the place of baptism for 10,000 Northumbrians, 
converted by Paulinus. The church at Northallerton is supposed 
to have been built by Paulinus, and there were religious houses 
on the Whiske. Look, again, at the Wharfe, another river taking 
its rise in the same locality. Grayling are found in this river 
from Linton to Arthington, and below Linton we find the grand 
old Bolton Abbey perpetuated in history as a place of good 
living. Crossing the country to the Cleveland district we have 
the Derwent and its tributaries, high up in the wild moors, swarm- 
ing with grayling ; and, again, we find the dales through which 
these streams run studded with fine old abbeys. Rievaux Abbey 
was close to Helmsley, and at Hackness, and Rosedale, and Yed- 
dingham, and Wykeham, and Lastingham were old religious 
houses, and in the waters about them there are grayling in abund- 
ance. The same is the case in Hants and Wilts. On the 
Itchen grayling lie chiefly below Winchester and down to Bishop- 
stoke; and at Winchester were important monastic institutions, 
and there was Hyde Abbey also in the locality. On the Avon the 
grayling are found more or less all the way down from Devizes 
to Christchurch. Grayling are very numerous about Salisbury, 
and at Salisbury the Avon is joined by the Wyley, a stream 
coming from Warminster, and which is full of grayling. This 
latter passes the well-known Wilton Abbey, and at Salisbury and 
Old Sarum were grand monastic settlements. Grayling are plen- 
tiful again at Amesbury, where also there was an abbey, which, 
before the Reformation, was one of the richest in England, and 
one connected with that of Fontevrault, in Anjou. And, again, 
grayling are found at Devizes, where was an old castle built by a 
Salisbury bishop; and at Downton, where was also another, a 
palace of King John. On the Test there are scarcely any religious 
houses, but what do we find? Plenty of grayling, you will say. 
Yes; but we have the statement that they were introduced some 
years ago, and they have increased very rapidly since. Near to 
Stockbridge is the well-known Houghton Club, and it isa fact that 
it is about Stockbridge that they are most numerous. Grayling 
exist also at Romsey, or Rumsey, where was an abbey; but 
whether they were there before the Stockbridge introductions or 
not I do not know. In Worcestershire and Herefordshire we find 
the same things with regard to the streams coming down from 
Plinlimmon and the Welsh mountains. Perhaps one of the most 
remarkable instances of the connection of grayling with a religious 
house is the one on the Dee. Herethe grayling are found from Cor- 
wento Llangollen, and just above Llangollen, on theroad to Ru‘hin, 
is the fine old ruin of Valle Crusis, an abbey founded, we are 
told, by Madre, the lord of the neighbouring castle. If grayling 
had not been introduced there by the monks, is it not very 
prebable that other streams in the locality would have had them, 
or that they would have inhabited the waters far below Llangollen, 
and even into Cheshire ?”? 

‘Well, certainly it does look like it,” said my friend; '‘ but 
discussing this question in the ‘Angler Naturalist,” Mr. Pennell 
Bays: ‘wo circumstances, however, appear to militate against 


first, that it would be exceedingly difficult to bring the fish alive — 
from the Continent; and, secondly, that it is not found in the 
streams of Kent, Dorsetshire, Devonshire, or Cornwall, where 
monastic establishments were most numerous.’ ” 4 
‘‘ These objections, no doubt, have weight; but 1 think, when 


we come to investigate the history of this fish in England and on 


the conclusion that the grayling was introduced by the monks— q 
i 
N 


the Continent further, we shall find little or no importance in — 
them. The pursuit of this subject, however, just now is perhaps 
a little wearying. Let us take ourselves to billiards,”’ 
We did so, and my friend promised to come again on another 
occasion. : 
Mr. Editor, you would shave the monks and hang the ancients. _ 
Grayling fishers would have been badly off without them, and 
besides, we now know from them much that is instructive as well 
as useful. . - 
|‘‘ Limpus ” has not more respect for the monks and ancients 
than we have. At the same time, we are of opinion—only recently 
most strongly confirmed by Dr. Brunton’s excellent paper “On — 
the Grayling ”—that the fish existed in this country ages before 4 
the Christian era, and when this country was not separated from — 
the mainland of Europe by the present narrow shallow sea—that — 
“silver streak’? which God forbid any ‘‘company” or nation — 
should ever make a tunnel under. But “ Limpus” has made a 
most interesting list of abbeys on grayling streams, and also — 
touched on a burning question, viz., the gradual monopolising of _ 
English, Scotch, and Irish waters—but partitularly English—by 
the few, to the exclusion of the many.—ED.] 





THE GRILLE AND ITS DISADVANTAGES IN HATCHING 
THE OVA OF SALMONID, 


eee the loss of space ; second, the impossibility of keeping. 
the fry clean whilst hatching out, and the number of deaths 
that occur, owing to the fry getting under the frame of the 
rille. 
: The grille was first used by the French, at Hunengue, in 1865, 
for hatching the ova of salmon and trout, and in one of their — 
works on fish culture it is thus described. The trays or troughs — 
are made of earthenware, about twenty-five inches long by five ~ 
inches wide and four inches deep. The eggs are placed ona ~ 
grille, made by arranging small parallel cross-bars in a wooden — 
frame, which rests on projections on each side of the tray, a little 
below the surface ofthe water. The bars of the grille are near 
enough together to prevent the eggs from dropping through. The 
description of this grille is as near as possible the same as that 
used now in Scotland, and claimed to be a recent invention. 

Now, the first disadvantage is the space taken up by the frame 
of the grille. Thisis generally one inch wide and deep, and ina 
hatching box three feet long and six inches wide, containing two 
hundred and sixteen square inches, eighty square inches are 
entirely lost, being taken up by the frame of the grille. lor is 
this all the spacethat is lost. The eggs can only be placed in rows, 
or between each bar on the grille ; consequently a small space is 
left between each row of eggs, which cannot be utilised, unless 
the eggs are piled one on the top of the other, and then one of 
the advantages claimed for the grille is lost. 

The next objection is the impossibility of keeping the fry clean 
during the time they are hatching out. It must be taken for 
granted that just before the ova commences to hatch out 
the grille has been taken out and the box well cleaned ; the 
grille is now put back into a clean box, and the fish begin to 
hatch out. 

As each fish breaks the covering or envelope of the egg, it drops 
through the bars of the grille, and in a few moments the cover 
also finds its way to the bottom of the box. Now, it matters not 
whether the embryo fish survives its birth or not—it has to remain 
under the grille, which now consists of a closely packed mass of 
live and dead fish, mixed up with some thousands of fast-rotting 
egg covers. Numbers of the fry now commence swimming about, — 
and according to their instinct seeking for a place to hide in. 
There is only one place in the box, and that is under the frame of © 
the grille, or between the sides; and when the grille is taken out, 
hundreds will be found dead in this place, the fish having : 
suffocated and killed each other in their endeavours to find a : 
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hiding-place. 

Now, I have frequently heard the grille system praised highly; __ 
but I cannot see where the great advantages claimed lie, arhow © 
any person claiming to be a practical pisciculturist would use ap 
apparatus containing so many disadvantages, LHS. | 
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To QuR READERS,—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us the addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present — 
take the FISHING GAzETTE, Please address Editor of FISHING GAZETTE 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E,C, ~ oe i ia ae) 
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PISCATORIAL SCRAPS. 


By tCe 


Wie considerable surprise and much regret I have just 
learnt that our friend, Mr. Spreckley, has been confined to 
his bed these ten days past suffering from a severe strain to the 
loins, caused by the slipping of one of his feet while entering the 
house of a friend. That he may soon recover and be none the 
worse must be the earnest wish of all who have ever come in 
contact with the President of the Thames Angling Preservation 
Society. 
* * * * * * 

Resolutions from the angling clubs are pouring in by the dozen 
to the ‘Commons and Open Places Preservation Society,” ex- 
pressing pleasure at learning that so powerful a body meditates 
action in the matter of public rights versus riparian claims on the 
Thames. The secretary of the society, while acknowledging the 
receipt of these encouraging epistles, expresses the hope that 
every angler will feel it his duty to subscribe something to the 
funds which will be necessary to carry out this great work. 

* * * * * 

No one anticipated any difficulty about the resolutions, for 
when once suggested they were sure to be carried by every club 
of importance; but the coliection of funds is quite another 
matter, and unless some united and_ influential action is taken 
nothing adequately representative of the importance of the case 
and the number of people interested is at all likely to result. I 
don’t think I shall be far wrong if I say that nineteen out of 
every twenty would consider—if they considered at all—that 
their duty ceased when they held their hands up for the com- 
plimentary resolutions. 


* * 
Piscatorial cynics are wrong when they assert that the anglers 
who can be relied on to put their hands in their pockets could, 
if stood close together, be covered with a moderate-sized table- 
cloth. Of course, we true believers know. better ; yet we admit 
‘that plenty of standing-room could be found for them in Hyde 
Park. 


* 


* * * * 


Money may be more plentiful and more easily got at in some 
societies than others, the Richmond Piscatorial to wit ; but big 
hearts prompting their owners to give to every good and proper 
appeal are not confined to aclass, and there are as many men 
needing protection from too numerous appeals as there are 
requiring the spur. What the vast majority of anglers wish for 
is that one powerful association should take the place of the far 
too numerous central associations and societies at present in 
existence, not one of which—and I make no exception—is in a 
position to do its work efficiently. ‘One or two shillings more 
or less per annum,” said an angler on Tuesday evening at his 
club, “‘ makes little or no difference to me, poor as I am, or any- 
one else; but what some of us can’t afford is to have the hat 
always coming round. Why don’t the associations support this 
thing (‘The Heigham Sounds appeal”) on our behalf?. Then 
every angler would be giving something ; but this constant begging 
system falls entirely on the regular attendant at his club.” (Hear, 
hear. ) 

% * * * 


* * 


The FisHinG GAZETTE hit the right nail in last week’s number 
when it said, ‘‘ In these days of ever-increasing encroachments on 
angling rights the only hope we see lies in the union of all 
angling interests, and in making them respected by the public 
generally.” Who will be the next bold man to tell us how to 
bring about this much-desired union? Will the Editor offer 
suggestions asto the initial step, and if not, will he be good 
enough to invite his readers todo so? I have thought as much 
and as earnestly how to solve this problem as anyone could ; there- 
fore, while I am somewhat diffident at being the first to answer 
to my own appeal, I do so with the hope that my suggestion may 
guide some far more talented individual than myself to hit on 
the method by which this subject can be approached with a 
reasonable hope of success. 

* * 

Let five guineas, or a larger sum, be subscribed (please put 
I. C. U. down for one), and offered as a prize to the author of the 
most practical scheme for the better organisation of the London 
anglers, the following gentlemen to be the committee and judges: 
—Messrs. Marston, Senior, Wheeldon, Geen, Morgan, Ghurney, 
Bonvoisin, Hatfield, Murry, Crumplen, Murphy, and Manning, 
the selected paper to be read by the author at a public meeting 
of anglers, when the judges could make their recommendation 


* * * * 


and put such resolutions to the me 


; eting as they might deem 
advisable. 
* 


* * 1 * * 


The flounder is my next subject. Ihave seena member of the 
T.A. P.S., and he has put me right. If anyone had flounders on the 
brain it was myself or ‘‘ Mark Antony,” and not he or his society. 
The facts are as follows :—Some years since anumber of these fish 
were taken from the tidal portion of the river and put in at 
Kingston. The flounder fishermen, believing they were benefited 
by this action, asked that the experiment might be again tried. 
This was done, and at the close of the day’s work Mr. Spreckley 
gave them a dinner, and during his kindly and effective speech 
he told them that ‘‘no one could foresee the ultimate benefits of 
that day’s efforts. Possibly flounders may become as plentiful at 
Kingston as they were at Patney ; indeed, they were not sure that 
there were not already much larger flounders in that district than 
below. If such should be found to be the case, he could see no 
more objection to the men using their flounder nets at Kingston, 
uncer proper supervision, than in the tidal waters.” Iam told 
that the cheers came in here with such effect as only riverside 
men’s lungs can give them. 

* * * * 


* * 


Just fancy the delight of these men at the prospect of working 
their nets once again above Richmond Bridge. A sailor’s first wish 
is supposed to be as much “ grog” as he can drink, and his second 
as much “ baccy ” as he can smoke, and his third more Serog7 
and “ baccy.” Now, I know, and therefore assert, that the Thames 
professional fisherman’s first, second, and third wish is to get 
above the bridges once again. The netting at Kingston was a 
test to see if these big flounders really existed, and as it resulted 
in none being taken I for one shall hope that no further tests 
will be made with nets. If anyone is still in doubt let him angle 
forthem. ‘There is no fish that swims so easily caught with a 
hook as the flounder. He must bite, and the more hooks and 
worms he can get into him at the same time the better he is 
pleased. 

* 


* * * * * 


I am sorry to find that our ever-interesting and generally correct 
friend, ‘‘ Mark Antony,” is evidently in a greater fog than I was. 
He says in his last week’s letter, headed ‘Very Rough Notes on 
the Flounders,” ‘‘ They ought to do well in the Thames, but they 
will not, andi will tell you why. The tugs and steamers will 
wash up and destroy 75 per cent. of every bit of spawn. Since 
the three steamers have plied up and down the Trent flounder- 
fishing is a waste of time.” What can he have been thinking 
about? Does he not know that there are more men earning 
their livelihoods by netting for flounders in the Thames than in 
any othertwo rivers in England, and that this last season has 
been the best for years, so many as one hundred dozen having 
been taken in a single day by one boat ? What river is half so 
much tug~ploughed as the Thames below Putney? Yet it isat and 
below this place where these fish choose to congregate. Is it 
possible that ‘‘ Mark Antony” is labouring under the mistake 
that we have no flounders in the Thames excepting those put in 
at Kingston the other day? I wish the tugs had as little effect 
on the spawn of our other fish as on that of the flounder, which 
sheds its eggs on the sand between streams, and in water of 
sufficient depth to protect them. 

* * 


® * * * 


I have an invitation to go a-chubbing with a well-known 
chubbist and am going; when I come back I will follow the 
excellent example set by the members of the Piscatorial Society 
at their meetings by telling where I have been, what I have done, 
and how I did it; so please expect in next week’s scraps, 
‘“‘ Chub-fishing with Pith and Brains,” by In Ga; 


[‘‘ I. C. U.” appears to forget that most excellent paper, ‘‘ On 
the Better Organisation of the London Angling Clubs,” by Mr. 
Geen, which we published a few months ago. In face of that 
paper we do not feel inclined to subscribe towards a prize for 
another essay on the same subject. “I. C. U.” asks us to make 
a suggestion towards the much-to-be desired union of the 
associations. Here is one: Abolish all the present titles of 
associations, and let there be only one, cailed ‘‘The London and 
Metropolitan Angler’s Association.’ Have no patrons, or pre- 
sidents, or vice-presidents. Let the affairs of the association be 
carried on by a committee of fifteen or twenty anglers, elected 
annually by ballot. Let the correspondence, book-keeping, &c., 
be done by one or, if necessary, two paid secretaries. Let the 
chairman of the meetings of the association be elected by the 
majority vote of those present at the meeting. There is a 
suggestion. It seems to us,that to be a member of such a com- 
mittee would be a much more desirable position than even to be 
a president of one of several associations. We forget exactly 
what Mr. Geen advocated, but feel pretty certain we have only 
re-echoed his idea.—ED. | 
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FORESTRY: A MAGAZINE FOR THE COUNTRY. 


BR the able editorship of Mr. Francis George Heath, 

this magazine is rapidly gaining ground—or, we might say, 
taking root. We believe it was chiefly through Mr. Heath’s 
advocacy that Epping Forest and Burnham Beeches have been 
secured to the public, and we are sure we may reckon on his 
powerful assistance in helping anglers to defend their rights 
on the Thames and elsewhere. 








CHRISTMAS CARDS. 


M* G. WALLIS, of 112, Fleet Street, has sent us a beautiful 

selection of Christmas Cards, and having seen most of the 
best of this season’s novelties of this description, we can say with 
truth that few, if any, of them are more chaste in design or 
beautiful in colour and workmanship than these. Where all are 
so good, it is difficult to point out any in particular; but perhaps 
the most charming of all is the blue-eyed, rosy-faced child’s 
head peeping through the foliage of a tree. The flower subjects 
are also particularly good. 








PERCH AND TROUT FROM AN OLD MILL POND. 


SoME time ago I was given leave ‘to fish in a large pond which 
belonged to an old Artillery General. I had been there before, and had 
had several good fish out. I chose aday at the end of August, and a 
grand day it was—a perfect blue sky and very hot. I knew the trout 
would rise well in the evening, but as long as the sun was up I ex- 
pected to do little. 

Arrived on the field of battle, I looked about me, and prepared for 
action. I saw the cowman, who was glad to find somebody who would 
talk tohim. He told me there were “‘ big uns” in the pond, ‘‘ and 
um do lie mostly down this end,” pointing to an old water-wheel 
covered with moss, 

Here the water is about 10 feet deep, and you’ can see the trout 
swimming about. The man told me that he had seen them as long as 
his arm (which I very much doubted). It was a pretty enough sight, 
the large hil!s covered with woods in the back ground, the musical 
creak of the eld water-wheel which seemed to enliven the scene, and 
the man leaning against his tame sleek alderneys, as they grazed 
around us, 

Having got my rod together, I went into the bushes which cover 
the deep end. My cast consisted of two flies, one dressed ona No. 4 
hook, hackle and legs yellow, wings from the breast of a wild duck, 
and the other fly was a small one, As yet it was early, for the sun 
had not set 5 but a small island shaded the water I was fishing, and 
also the wind coming round it made a niceripple on the clear, bright 
surface. 

Directly my cast touched the water up came a prickly old perch with 
open mouth. I struck and he was soon in the landing net, a fish of a 
little over # 1b. I caught a few more perch (all with a fly) down here and 
several trout about 3 1b, each. I now changed the small fly and put 
on a ‘‘ Silver Palmer’? and made a cast, when I saw—but only 
saw—Oh, how my heart leaped up into my mouth as the monster 
followed my fly, turned up his yellow belly, and then sank into un- 
fathomable depths ; I did not even feel him. 

I landed several more-fish down at that end. By this time the 
sun had gone down, and the fish were rising fast, so I left the shady 
pool and took a cast up the side. Almost the first throw I was into 
a good trout, which I landed, I always use very fine tackle in this 
pond because the water is so very fine. On the side I was now 
fishing there is a nice open space, and you can get a good cast. 
There is also a slight stream, for the brook which feeds the pond runs 
in at the one end and out at the other. Along this side, all the way 
up, there are holes, in which the trout lie in great numbers, and here 
I nearly filled my basket ; hut when I got up near the top I remem- 
bered an old friend who lived under a broken-down wall. I could 
never coax him to rise, although I had tried him with all kinds of 
flies, To-night, as I approached, I saw him sailing out for his 
evening swim—like me, in one respect—in search of prey. Down I 
fell flat on the ground—not to reverence him, for I had paid him 
enough attention already, but to escape his notice, for I had never 
had the luck to meet him away from his home before. I might just 
as well have remained standing, for he did not pay the slightest at- 
tention to the fly. Igot up and made a long cast, which came down 
on the water gently just about 2 feet in front of his nose. This time he 
came at the fly right well. I felt myself deep in him ; whir—r—r went 
the winch and down to the other end wenthe, up again to his 
favourit haunt _for the last time. I heard someone ask behind me, 

What sport ?” ‘ Look for yourself,” said I, in an excited tone. It 
was the old general : he looked on in amazement at the pliancy of my 
10 foot rod. 

After along battle, in which my enemy fought bravely, he quietl 
succumbed to the landing net. The old operat ais eho eat “ed 
terest in his fish and pond, was delighted to think that there was 
such a big fish in it ; but I reminded him that ‘there are as big fish 
in the sea as ever came out of it.” He told me that the pond had 
been cleaned out six years ago, and then he stocked it with perch and 
trout, and since then I was the only person who had fished. I offered 
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the big fish, weighing 3 lb., to him, but he would not take it; bute 
left him a good dish of fish against his will, and not counting this — 
Thad 141b. of fish to carry home with a light heart, in spite of their — 
weight—rather perhaps in consequence of it. O. Bike ' 
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FLY-FISHING FOR HERRINGS AND OTHER SEA FISH. 


Fiy-FIsHING at sea is now more generally practised than may be 
supposed, as it is only within the last twenty years that the very — 
few have become the many. In favourable positions it may be followed —_ 
from the shore, where steep rocks with deep water, or a pier head, or — 
shingle beach at the mouth of a bar harbour, offer points of vantage, 
whence the fly may be cast without the embarrassment of a steep wall | 
of cliff; but such spots are not often to be found, and as a rule it is 
much more successfully carried on from a boat. 

The rod for general sea-fishing should be 18 feet, of ash and hickory, — 
top lancewood, which will answer well in bottom-fishing or angling 
from the shore ; but for boat-fishing or throwing off the rocks, &c., 
the long butt should give place to one of 18 inches, which will reduce 
your rod, of course, to about 15 feet 6 inches—a much more manage- — 
able length. A bamboo rod is the lightest and more agreeable to — 
fish with, but more liable to receive damage from the rough-and- — 
tumble work which is one of the concomitants of sea-fishing, bothin 
clambering over rocks and in the boat. Your rod, although strong, 
should not be unmanageably heavy or stiff, in order to enable you to © 
throw your flies as in salmon and trout-fishing, when a shoal of fish is — 
seen leaping on the surface of the water. A stout top, 6 inches long, 
to fit into the third joint, is very useful for heavy weight in the boat. — 
Supposing the rod to be four-jointed, three lengths without any butt — 
may be used for mullet and smelt-angling from piers and quays. 
Thus, in one rod you will have an instrument most useful for all — 
angling in salt water. The rings should stand out as in a trolling- 
rod, but need not be so large ; §th-inch in the clear will suffice. Itis 
not in fresh water considered orthodox to use the same rod for both — 
fly and bait-fishing ; but in salt water we must bend to'circumstances — 
for the sake of having only one rod, which can be made to answer all — 
our requirements. = 

The winch should be a plain one, without any complications what- — 
ever; a Nottingham one is preferable, because from the size of the 2 
barrel the line can be wound up more quickly when lead is used. — 
Let the spindle, and whatever metal work there is about it, be brass — 
or galvanised iron, as ordinary iron rusts and spoils everything it — 
touches. : 

-The line should be of white or brown snooding, not less than 30 yards 
in length, with a reel or winch which willrun easily when a large fish — 
takes the bait, or some part of the tackle will be carried away if the — 
fish run very large ; 60 or 70 yards will not be too much. ¢ 

The eight-plait trolling lines are also very suitable for salt-water 
angling—in fact, there can be no kind of line better adapted for the 
purpose. The only reason, therefore, for recommending the line of | 
snooding is thatit is a very efficient substitute for the plaited line, and © 
may be purchased at about one-sixth the cost; but whether your lined 
be of snooding or plaited, it will be much the better for being dressed — 
with some stiffening mixture. Mr. Wilcocks tells us he has not founda 
anything more effective than coal-tar and turpentine, the only objec= — 
tion to which is, that it takes a long time to harden, for whiclr pur- 
pose it should remain a month in the open air in all weathers, and — 
be occasionally rubbed over with a piece of upper shoe~leather, which — 
will smooth all inequalities. One line will answer for both fly and 
bait-fishing. 

The collar, bottom, or trace should be made two-thirds of double © 
or treble-twisted and one-third of selected single salmon gut 6 feet in 
length. This, ifjoined together by loops, will stand a heavier strain 
than knotted. ; 

Flies.—For materials the whitest goose-feathers to be procured, — 
with such blue, green, and yellow feather and wools as are commonly — 
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used to the flies for salmon and salmon trout; also any of this kin 
half-worn out may be used in sea-fishing, and, if of a dark colour, a” 
few fibres of goose-feather may be added to the wings with advantage. — 
The following are those most adopted for general use :—1. A salmon 
fly, red body, gold tinsel, a bushy tail, gaudy and white wings. 2. 
Irish or Scotch rolled fly, if fly it may be called, either with or without — 
a red worsted body; the feather to be taken from the bottom of the — 
neck of a white goose in the back just between the wings, then to be 
rolled up like a leaf between the fingers, and lashed on by the root 0 
the feather to the head of the hook. This is a very effective bait, 
and has long been a favourite on the Irish and Scotch coasts, although 
it is not heard of elsewhere. 3. Hearder’s fly or feather bait.—This 
is made with two small red or white goose-feathers, tied one on eac 
other side of the hook, without a body. These three flies may be mad: 
on hooks Nos, 8, 9, 10, or 11, according to the sized fish expected to 
met with. 4. A plain white fly, consisting of white wings cut from 
the quill feathers-of a goose or swan on a bare white hook, No, fo 
s. White fly of a large size; hook No. 8, body red, green, or blue 
wool, ribbed with gold or silver twist or flattened wire ; or the bed 
red, green, and blue wool in succéssion, without gold or silver wire. 
6. ‘©The Shaldon shiner,” so named from the village of Shaldon, on 
the west side of Teignmouth Harbour, close to which this fly was 
used with great success by the late J. C. Hele, Esq., one of the mos 
expert of fly-fishers of his day, both in salt and fresh water, am 
through whom Mr. Wilcocks was induced to adopt fly-fishing at se 
It is akind of imitation ofthe dragon fly. The body is as thin 
possible, being nothing but flattened silver wire, a small brush | 
scarlet feather for the tail, a little green, blue, and red dubbing ou 
of an old Turkey carpet for shoulders, and bright blue wings, to the — 
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which add half-a-dozen fibres of goose-feather in front. With this 
fishing at the mouth of a river harbour, or in the pool just inside you 
will probably take a sea trout or two, or evena salmon, particularly 
if you fish at the beginning of the ebb tide. Make it on 9, 10, or 11 
hook. A rough but useful fly is made out of white goat hair, with a 
body of red wool. The beard, on account of its length, is preferred ; 
but that from the body, if long enough, will answer. i 

Two flies will be quite as many as you can conveniently cast, and 
more will only embarrass you; but if not accustomed to fly-fishing in 
fresh-water, as well as to boating at sea, employ a man to pull, for 
you will find it rather awkward work to manage the rod and keep your 
footing in the boat at the same time, and had better be satisfied with 
towing or trailing your line after the boat until you have practised 
throwing a fly on shore. The loops at the head of the flies should be 
either fine silk line, fine snooding, or double-twisted gut. If alone, 
let out about twenty yards of line, and pull leisurely along, resting the 
rod against a thowlpin in the after rowlock. If with an assistant, 
hold the rod in your hand. When you feel a fish or see, strike 
gently, and draw the fish towards you by bending the rod backwards 
until you can take hold of the line, when you may lift the fish on 
board if of moderate size. If, however, the fish should be large, on 
no account touch the line, but play him as you would a salmon or any 
other large fish, and when exhausted, reel up your line until you have 
no more out than the length of the rod, then, inclining it backwards, 
strike your gaff into him, under the throat if possible, and lift him on 
board. As good a gaff as can be used for sea-fishing is a hake or 
bonita hook, 2 inches in width from point to shank, lashed on toa 
stick 3 feetin length, as a salmon gaff is too good for the purpose, 
and soon gets rusty and spoiled. File off nearly the whole of the 
barb of the hook. There is a knack in gaffing which is not generally 
recognised. It ought not to be done by a jerky motion, but by acon- 
tinuous pull, only ceasing when the fish is beyond an escape and 
over a safe landing by any effort. 

When employing an assistant from amongst sailors or fishermen, 
suggests Mr. Wilcocks, it is very necessary to caution him against 
catching the line without orders to that effect, as, in the excitement 
caused by seeing a large fish circling round the boat, he is almost 
certain to do, not reflecting that the elasticity of the rod favours your 
tackle and will enable you to kill a much larger fish than if the line 
were held In the hand. 

The boat best for this fishing is a yacht’s punt, or dingy, or boat of 
similar build, not less than 12 feet nor more than 15 feet in length. 
These boats are light, steady on the water, and row sufficiently fast 
for the purpose ; but if unacquainted with boating at sea, leave the 
. selection to your assistant. 

Pennant remarks that herrings will take a fly, and they are often 
taken thus in the Scotch lochs at the present day. Mr. Wilcocks 
tellsus he has caught a few at Plymouth whilst atherine fishing. I 
have little doubt but that anyone going out on the east coast when 
the shoals of herrings are present would make a great bag fly-fishing 
or along the shore, as my experience permits me to state, casting from 
_ the shingle. 








A : 
CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS, 


By .L. B. 


ON Monday evening, December 3, the annual meeting of the United 
London Anglers’ Central Committee took place at the: Bald-Faced 
Stag, Worship Square, Finsbury, Mr. I. Morgan presiding. 

The first item of interest mentioned by the secretary, after the 
passing of the minutes of the previous meeting, was the capture, by 
Messrs. Burden and Vernon, ofa person for netting in the river 
Lea, over 130 undersized fish being found in his possession, some of 
the jack being as small as 5 inches in length. A summons has been 
taken out, and no doubt before this is in print will have been heard 
and a conviction gained. : 

Some remarks were made about a water which it is thought advis- 
able to try and rent. 

Re the Anglers’ Benevolent.—Mr. Theobalds, of the Great Northern 
Brothers, said he thought the United London Anglers’ Central Asso- 
ciation and the West Central Association of London and Provincial 
Angling Societies should ask the Third, or Central Association, to 
co-operate with them in the work of the Anglers’ Benevolent, and 
offer that association an equal share of representation on the execu- 
tive committee of the Benevolent Society. He thought so doing 
would create an active interest among the clubs enrolled with the 
Central Association in the A. B. work, which society could not thus 
fail to be benefited. 

Mr. Ghurney explained that the committee of the A. B, had had 
under their consideration an application from Mr, Fitch, the secretary 
of the Central Association, to the effect that his associatioh should 
be allowed to send representatives to sit upon the executive of the 
Anglers’ Benevolent. The executive had carefully considered the 
point, and arrived at the decision that they had not the power to 
grant or refuse the request, and that the question must be answered 
by the two associations, to whom they advised Mr. Fitch to apply. 
Unfortunately, the letter Mr. Ghurney wrote was considerably delayed 
after delivery by the postal authorities, and did not reach Mr. Fitch 
till after the meeting of his association; but it willduly come onat the 
Central at their next meeting, when, doubtless, the letters would be 
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written to the East and West Central Associations, and receive their 
careful consideration. 

Re the Anglers’ Benevolent, Mr. Manning thought it was mani- 
festly wrong that delegates in some cases not members, or re- 
presenting members, of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society should be 
elected to serve ori the executive committee, and he would suggest 
that at the annual elections by the two associations only those dele- 
gates members of the Anglers’ Benevolent should be eligible for 
election, and only those delegates: who were members should have 
voting powers on this particular question. 

A letter having been read by the secretary, Mr. Ghurney, from the 
secretary of the Society for the Protection of Commons and Open 
Spaces asking for information respecting any encroachments or illegal 
enclosures, more particularly relating to the river Thames, it was 
proposed by Mr. Chambers, and seconded by Mr. Grays, ‘*That the 
secretary of their association write to the secretary of the Society for 
the Protection of Commons and Open Spaces, tendering that society 
our warmest thanks, and assuring them of our heartiest support, 
moral and otherwise.” It was likewise suggested that the various 
angling societies should send similar resolutions to the secretary of 
the Society for the Protection of Commons and Open Spaces, 

A delegate having asked for some information respecting the 
Thames Rights Defence Society, Messrs. Ghurney, Morgan, and 
Bonvoisin, who are all on the executive committee, replied, the last- 
named entering into particulars at some length. A smart little 
passage here took place between Mr. Manning and Mr. Bonvoisin, 
in which the former challenged and the latter warmly defended the 
usefulness of the Thames Rights Defence Society. 

The balance-sheet of the association should have been up for dis- 
tribution, but owing to delay on the part of the printer was not; the 
balance-sheet was, however, read and passed, the auditors having 
vouched for its accuracy. Iam sorry I was not able to take down 
any particulars beyond noting the agreeable fact that there is a sum 
of £75 138. gd. in the Post Office Savings Bank. 

The roll was then called, and the meeting brought to a close by the 
usual vote of thanks to the chairman. 


I regret to hear that Mr. Thomas Spreckley, the respected trea- 
surer of the Thames Angling Preservation Society, has had a serious 
fall, and is confined to his room. All anglers will join in wishing him 
a speedy recovery. 

The thirty-third half-yearly supper of. the North-Western Angling 
Society took place on the 23rd ult., at the comfortable club house, the 
Lord Southampton, Southampton Road, Haverstock Hill, N. W., 
between fifty and sixty members and friends sitting down to do justice 
to the rattling good supper placed on the table by Host Wetherhall. 
Mr, Wm. Aldis occupied the chair, being admirably supported in the 
vice by the North-Western champion roach angler, Mr. Robert Mar- 
shall; among the visitors being Messrs. C. P. Wheatstone, Thomas 
Crumplen, Widdicombe (Camden and Kentish Town Gazeéte), 
apologies for non-attendance being read from Messrs. Geen, Coombes, 
and Russell. During the evening some capital prizes were distributed 
to the fortunate winners, and a very substantial list made up for the 
present half-year. Among those obliging with songs, &c., were 
Messrs. Kelsey, Aldis, Marshall, Shackell, J. H. Stead, Underwood, 
Crumplen, Wheatstone, Carlin, &c. The toasts included the usual 
loyal toast, ‘*The West Central Association,’? ‘‘ The North- 
Western,”’ ‘‘The Secretary,” ‘‘The Treasurer,” ‘*The Press,” 
‘*The Visitors,” ‘*The Chair,” ‘The Vice-Chairman,” &c., all 
being duly responded to. Mr. E. Symons officiated as pianist with 
his usual ability, and a most jolly evening was brought to a close with 
a verse of ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne”’ in true North-Western manner. 

On November 25 about nineteen members of the Golden Barbel 
Angling Society competed for a number of valuable prizes, a sweep- 
stake being got up in connection with the competition, the winners 
being Messrs. Henri, Hall, W. Roach, Roach, J. Chapman, J. Jones, 
and Bigsby. Among the prize givers were Messrs. Lerner, Kemp, 
and Green. The next competition and sweepstake take place onthe 
27th of January, and asa number of valuable prizes have been 
offered a good muster is anticipated. The society have a smoking 
concert on Tuesday next, the 11th inst., at which all anglers and 
friends will be heartily welcome. The York Minster, Faley Street, 
Great Portland Street, is handy for ’bus or rail (Metropolitan). 





Firty YEARS’ ANGLING.—On the 23rd ult, the members of the Kelso 


| Angling Association closed the season’s angling by meeting at their annual 


supper. This occasion was taken advantage of by the members for bidding 
farewell to Mr. Pringle Stoddart (son of the late veteran angler and angling 
author), who is an honorary member of the association, and who for some 
months has been on a visit to his friends in Scotland, Mr. Pringle Stoddart, 
who has spent many flyears in New Zealand, has been three times elected 
president of the Otago Angling Association, and on leaving for Scotland was 
commissioned by the New Zealand Acclimatisation Society to obtain supplies 
of ova of British river fishes for the purposes of the society. He was unsuc- 
cessful in an attempt to obtain a supply of ova of trout from the river Eden; 
but he takes with him a quantity ot Loch Leven trout ova from the Howie- 
town establishment, a present from Sir James Gibson Maitland to the society. 
At the meeting on Friday night Mr. Stoddart produced his late father’s 
‘« Angler’s Diary ”’ and literary journal, both of which were examined with 
interest by the members. The diary gave the following full particulars of the 
late Mr. Stoddart’s experiences and successes during the long period of over 
fifty years: Number of days’ fishing, 4,150; fish killed, 928 salmon, 1,540 sea 


’ trout, 61,573 yellow trout, and378 pike, making the remarkable total of 67,419 


fish killed.—TWEEDSIDE in the Fie/d, 
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SPEOITAL NOTICE. 





THE ILLUSTRATED 
Double Christmas Number 


THE FISHING GAZETTE 


Will be published on Dec. 22. 


N.B.—As we intend to send this number to a very large number of anglers 
who do not at present take the GAZETTE, but whose addresses we have received 
from our subscribers, and also in other directions likely to increase our sale, IT 
WILL BE AN UNUSUALLY GOOD NUMBER TO ADVERTISE IN, 


It will contain among many other articles 
SALMON FISHING, &c., by Mr. KExson. 
AMONG THE SCOTCH LOCHS. 
AMONG THE WELSH MOUNTAINS. 





All Advertisements intended for this number should be sent by the 19th or 
zoth to 
THE MANAGER, 
THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, FETTER LANE, Lonpbon, E.C. 
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THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

The river has now assumed a capital appearance for jack and perch fishing, 
and those fish are reported to be well on the feed and only requiring the pre- 
sence of anglers to reduce their number in the Thames. The bill of mor- 
tality this week is remarkably small, and this can only be explained by the 
absence of anglers. In some places, not a single punt has been out, and as a 
result there is not an item of angling news. There needs some contradiction 
to a very absurd report as to the Thames Angling Preservation Society putting 
flounders in one week and netting them out again in another week. The 
netting was simply to ascertain whether any flounders were in existence in 
those places where they had been put in years ago, and not in any case witha 
view to their removal. The lampern fishery at Teddington has been in good 
form with the recent pressure of water. The roach fishers should be at work 
at Richmond, as those fish at this period of the year are always to be caught 
of a good size between Richmond and Twickenham. 


Richmond, 


Christopher Brown, in two days, 16 lb. of roach and dace ; Edward Brown, 
in one day, 15 lb. ; H. Wheeler, one day, 17 Ib. of dace, and another day, two 
dozen ; H. Howard, in one day, two dozen ; Mr. Hugh Marston, in one day, 
with Henry Mansell, 34 dozen of roach and dace, and another day 4} dozen ; 
Mr. Cartwright, in one day, with Job Brain, 15 lb. roach and dace,and a bream 
of 31b. The bank anglers have weighed in the following results of sport this 
week:—At the Jolly Anglers, Mr. Wessom 9 Ib. three of the roach scaling 
33 lb. ; Mr. Wither, two dozen of dace ; Mr. Martin, 5 lb. ; Mr. Gray, 7 lb. ; 
Mr. Birch, 3!b. and Mr. Mayhead, 71b. At the Waterman’s Arm Ss, 
Mr. Cowroy, 6 lb. of roach and dace, and Mr, Keep. 


Twickenham, 


Joseph Dunn, in one day, two dozen of dace; Mr. Beard, with George 
Chamberlain, in four days, 210 dace ; Mr. Williams, with Pert Hammerton, in 
one day 9} dozen ; John Spong, during the week, 21 dozen of roach and dace; 
Mr. Johnson, in one day, 5 dozen of good roach and dace ; George Coxen, 
during the week 25 dozen of dace ; and John Coxen, in one day, 54 dozen. 


Teddington, 


There is only one report of B. Stevens in one day getting 6 dozen of roach 


and dace, but the fishermen have been well with the lamperns and getting a 
good price for the fish. r 


Kingston, 
John Johnson, jun., in three days, 4 jack of the respective weight of 7$ Ib., 
7 Ib., 64 lb., and 5 lb., all very handsome fish and_ sixteen brace of perch ; 
John Johnson, sen., in one day, 7 dozen of dace. Mr, Edwards, on Monday 
last, fishing from the bank opposite the ‘‘ One Mile Tree,” caught 1o brace 
of goodperch. There has ouly been moderate sport in other returns of bank 
fishers at Kingston, Surbiton, and Moulsey. 


Sunbury. 

Messrs. T. and A. Stroud, in four days, 8} dozen of roach and dace and 9 
perch’; and Messrs. E. Clarke and Sons, in three days, 2 dozen of roach, 10 Ib, 
and three jack. ; 

Chertsey. 


James Haslett, in three hours, 1 bream, 6 fine roach, and 1 perch, 
CLosinc WORDs. 


As the water is now of a good color and jack and perch are feeding, anglers 
should take early advantage of making acquaintance with them, and the fisher. 
men are anxious to see them. 


UPPER THAMES 


The condition of the river has precluded any successful fishing during the 
past week, and the reports to hand are devoid of interest. Some few roach 
and perch have been taken here and there in eddies and out of the stream 
corners, but the game has not been worth the minnows or lobworms expended, — 
I have interviewed Mr. F. Thames this afternoon, and am pleased to say his — 
condition, as far as angling purposes is concerned, is reef improving. His — 
colour is brightening ; his pulse is not too high; and the bracing weather is — 
improving his all-round tone.—Marnow Buzz. 


Ancholme District. 


The weather remains in a very cold and unsettled state, and the water is — 
much discoloured by the recent rains; as a consequence, nothing of note has 
been done during the whole of the week.—TuHoMAs Forp. 


Avon (Binton). 

The fine weather of the early part of last week caused a considerable fall in 
the river, and a corresponding rise in the hopes of anglers generally. A heavy — 
downfall of rain, however, towards the end of the wee reversed all this, caus- — 
ing another rise in the river and another fall of the hopeful anticipations of — 
anglers. Previous to the unpropitious weather a few good roach were caught, 
mostly with the small red worm; but pike, which before were fairly on the - 
run, seemed to have entirely ceased to feed, as all the blandishments failed to — 
induce them to take the bait, or at least, to hold it when taken. The water is 
again in fair condition, and some piscators intend trying the pike again should — 
the weather continue favourable. Considerable correspondence has takea 
place in our local paper in reference to the netting of the Bidford portion of 
the Avon. Some three or four miles of the river in this neighbourhood are in 
the occupation of Mr. J. Gardner (fisherman), who sells day tickets or half-day — 
tickets to anglers; but at the same time occasionally puts in a ‘‘trammel”? — 
net, and thus spoils sport fora long time afterwards. Unfortunately nothing — 
but moral force can be brought to bear in the matter, as Gardner has com- — 
plete control over this portion of-the river by virtue of his lease; but it is hoped 
that even that will have suffident weight to stop the practice to some extent. 


—J. E. BRYANT. 
Chichester. 


Winter has at length come suddenly upon us, snow in the vicinity being a 
foot in depth. This change should make the heart of pike fishermen rejoice. 


ale Bacau) ond 


> 
‘¢ 
From Selham I hear of a Io Ib. fish taken near the Tumble Bay, and one of — 
6 1b. lower down. Mr. Young had a nice show of roach from the Rother, but 5 
his companions were not successful. A few bream have been landed at the — 
Basin, Chichester, but the weather has been too cold for night angling. Some 
good pike are reported as being near the Accommodation Bridge.—GeorGE a 


F. SALTER. C ¥ 
Dove. : 


We have been favoured during the greater part of the present week with — 
most seasonable weather. Jack Frost has at last paid usa visit, and the sun 
having shone out brightly nearly every day, the surorundings have been exactly — 
suitable for grayling. The river too, has been, and is now, at the time of 
writing (Thursday) in first-rate order. Zhymalis has risen freely from about — 
noon till three in the afternoon, and those rodsters who have been out have — 
succeeded in taking excellent samples of fish, the average running to quite 54 
brace perrod. The best killing files have been the winter duns, the grey 
palmer, and light blue bumble. Pike have been stirring about wonderfully — 
well in search of food, and both the live and artificial bails have operated 
successfully on the lower waters. Bottom fishers have been best rewarded 
with the cockspur worm for roach, bream, and perch, but chub have demon- — 
strated a decided preference for scratchings.—Taz SPLoDGER. 


Exe (Exeter). 

Pike and perch fishers have been doing fairly well during the past w 
Mr. John Hayman, of Exwick, capturing five pike and fifteen perch; the writ 
also coming in for two good catches of perch—one in pelting rai 
and early in the morning ; but, thanks to waterproof and Strawson’s dubbing, 
I kept the outside skin perfectly dry. We have no sharp frost here, Be | 
only the pluckiest of our piscators will face the present bitter winds.- Bail 
used—live,dace and minnows.—J. A. KELLEY, ; 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing.—I am glad to report the herring-fishing still continues v 
good, but, unfortunately, rough weather has again set in which prevents th 
boats having a fair drift. The following are the largest catches for the pas! 
week:—G. Rudd, twenty-seven maize, J. Bushen, seventeen; J. Bowe 
fifteen ; W. Williams, fourteen; W. Barbeary, twelve, and many less, 
Bushen, out drifting for herrings on Monday morning in a very heavy sea 
caught 34 maize. Tuesday no boats out, weather very cold, and sea rough. 
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weighing 5 ]b., and on Monday evening a cod over 17 1b. ; Tuesday, one 16 lb, 

Wednesday, Mr. Huxtable caught two conger, one 8 Ib., the other 14 1b. 
’ These were all caught from the Jetty. Two skate and a ling were hauled from 

a spiller. This morning (Thursday) a few boats out fishing slack, Wind 
blowing strong from north-east,—E. CoMER. 


Leicester. 

Since Friday, Nov. 30th, we have fared much better, meteorologically speak- 
ing, and although it has been exceptionally cold it has held fine. Conse- 
quently anglers have mustered up in strong force, especially those who go in 
for chub and pike fishing, and with the waters in favourable condition, some 
excellent sport has resulted. At Aylestone some rare sport has been had. 
among the pike, and to my knowledge, there has been fourteen or fifteen good 
fish landed. Mr, Hobbs and Mr. Bent were the most successful in this line. 
The last-mentioned gentleman showed a very nice specimen, weighing just 
over 10 Ib. in addition to several others scaling between five and six pounds. 
The bright cold weather being in favour of chub fishing, anglers have been in- 
duced to assemble in large numbers to try their skill. The takes of Messrs. 
Gladstone and Keen were the best that came under my notice. Mr. Keen 
was very successful during one afternoon this week, and among other fish 
he showed a brace weighing 5 }lb. Some capital roach continue to be taken 
from thé canal, Thursday the weather was keen, but prospects of good sport 
appear hopeful. The waters are in splendid condition taking into consideration 
the period of the year.— ALERT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 

These streams are now rather high and slightly coloured, but they are clear- 
ing nicely for bottom fishing. The weather has changed from rain to sunshine, 
but very cold winds, and now the fisherman may indulge in his favourite sport. 
There have been some very nice fish landed this week from both these streams 
with the worm. The brook Pinsley is now in spleadid state for fishing, and 
some very nice fish have been caught in it this week. This brook is: noted for 
the very fine grayling with which it is well stocked, and anglers may expect some 
good sport as the water isnow. On Friday, a very nice dish of grayling were 
landed in the Lugg with the worm, and a nice lot on Saturday with the same 
bait. In the Arrow on’Saturday, a very fine dish was landed with the worm, aver- 
aging from } 1b. each. On Monday some gents tried the Arrow and landed 
some yery fine grayling with the maggot, A gent tried his luck in the waters 
at Earsland, but had very poor sport, landing but very few fish. There has 
been but little doing in the Bodenham waters this week, and very little in the 
Shobden part. Scarcely anything doing at Ivington. Weather fine and 
frosty. -GWYNNE 


Medway (Tonbridge). 


‘The water is at the present time in excellent condition, but the slight snow 
which has fallen during the day will not improve fishing. Pike are well on the 
feed, and a number of good roach have been taken. On Tuesday at the police 
court, John Ellen, a German slipper maker, was summoned, and_ pleaded 
guilty to fishing without a ticket on water belonging to Lord de L’Isle and 
- Dudley. The prosecution was undertaken by the Local Angling Society, and 
Mr. E. G. Garham, who prosecuted, said that there was no desire to press for 
a heavy penalty, but the defendant had been several times cautioned. The 
defendant said that he had only been cautioned once. The hon. sec. of the 
society said that the defendant bad given a great deal of trouble, and on this 
occasion had a young man from London with him, and well knew that he had 
no business where he was. As they believed that the other man was led into 
it, they had not proceeded against him. The Bench imposed a fine of Ios. and 
gs. costs. —YE MzDway WATER RAT. ; 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham). 


The Ivel is in first-class order. Some good baskets of roach have been 
made. Mr. Triplow took a jack weighing 16 1b. The Ouse is again in very 


good order.—T. E. 
Ouse (Littleport), 


In my last week’s report, which I forwarded on Thursday, I_gave the items 
of some of the best roach fishing I have known for years. Not for quantity 
but quality, and was surprised it did not appear in your issue last week. The 
water is again out, and we have no sport worth mentioning since Friday last, 
and I am afraid it will be worse instead of better, for a few days at least. I 
have only one day’s fishing to report which is as under :—Nov. 30, Mr. W. 
Agger, Cambridge, 10 lb. good roach ; Mr. W. Purchas, Cambridge, 9 Ib. ; 

_ and Mr, T, Hunnybun, Cambridge, 13 Ib. in three hours,—C. SouTH. ; 


Teme (Ludlow), 


Snow fell last night slightly, but the river banks are covered with white and 
present a very cheerless aspect, anything but tempting to the patrons of the 
rod and line. Some fish were caught with the grasshopper at the latter end 
of the week. In the Leintwardine waters the bait used was the grasshopper, 
and eleven fine grayling were quickly landed from the Trippleton waters. This 
stream and its tributaries, considering the season of the year, may be said to 
be in very good angling order. ‘he keepers and others tell me that for many 
years past there never has been seen so large a quantity of salmon passing up 
the Teme as there has been the present spawning season. They have reached 
ten or a dozen miles up the river above Ludlow, and we heard of them passing 
Knighton, in Radnorshire. A gentleman visited the Clun on Wednesday, and 
managed to catch four or five brace of grayling, but the fish were rather smaller 
than we usually see up that stream. On Tuesday a gentleman tried the Corve, 
up the Felton water, with the maggot ; but after fishing three or four hours he 
caught but three or four grayling and a few rough fish, A few rough fish have 
been caught below Day’s Mill, in the River Teme, and a very few grayling 
down the Ashford waters. I have not heard of anything being done in the 
Ouibury district ; neither has the Ledwyche been visited much of late. The 
weather hasa wintry appearance while writing, snow lying on the ground 
since last night, and the sky looking thick and overcast as if more downfall 
was coming soon.—S. LuDLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is getting into good order again, and is now pretty clear, so that 
those who choose may again wet a line ; but in the present state of the weather 
it will be an unenviable pastime, Snow fell on Wednesday and Thursday ; the 
fields are white over; it is treezing hard, and from the appearance of the sky 
another fall of snow may be expected. During the beginning of the week some 
fish were caught above the Teme bridge with the maggot. In the Ledwyche 
on Tuesday a gentleman used that bait, but did not succeed in landing more 
than five or six fish of about 7 or 8 oz., though he devoted some hours to his 
favourite pastime. We heard of the grasshopper being tried up Little Hereford 
Bridge with a tolerable amount of success, The Kyre is in good order, 








but no fishing has been going on this week in those waters. Tourists can 
avail themselves next season of the tickets issued (by the two great railway 
companies) to Tenbury at greatly reduced rates, where they can always obtain 
a good day’s fishing, and can calculate on some excellent sport, the water being 
well-stocked with all kinds of fish, and is well preserved and looked after all 
the year round.— WoRCESTER. 


Trent (Nottingham), 


There was a heavy downpour of rain throughout Monday night, and on 
Thursday morning snow covered the ground to the depth of two or three 
inches, although in a mid-day sun it soon disappeared. Tuesday and 
Wednesday were favourable days for angling pursuits, but Monday's rain pro<« 
duced a smart rise, and those of the fraternity that ventured out fared anything 
but well. On Wednesday a few lots of dace and roach were caught with the 
little red or cockspur worm in the neighbourhood of Wilford, and some roach 
were forthcoming from Trent Lock. Frosty nights, such as those we have 
recently experienced, are not at all conducive to good sport; and until a 
change for the better takes place winter rodsters cannot expect to enact 
wonders. At the time of writing (Thursday evening) the weather is very 
severe ; and, through the frost, most of the back-waters are frozen over, so 
that pike anglers must rest on their oars and be thankful for small mercies.— 
THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 


There is nothing very grand in the way of sport to chronicle at present, 
although the water has been in fairly good order during the past week. Mr. 
Porritt, of Leeds, caught a brace of grayling with fly, but he had a lot of work 
even for that result. On Tuesday, there was a sharp frost during the right, 
which should bring them on the feed at worm. I was informed the other day 
that a fine otter, weighing 23 lb., was trapped near Otley about the middle of 
last month; there are one or two more in the vicinity of Pool, whose capture I 
should greatly rejoice to hear of. —FRANCIS M. WALBRAN. 


Yare (Norwich). 


Jack fishing on this river has been out of the question lately, as the water has 
been continually high and very thick. The winter weather seems now to have 
set in, as both yesterday and to-day (Thursday) snow storms have been inces- 
sant, and for several nights past pretty sharp frosts have succeeded the appear- 
ance of the moon. JI trust that finer days may soon prevail, and then when the 
water settles down and clears some good fish ought to be landed, as I am confi- 
dent they are both numerous and of large size in this stream. On private 
waters some capital sport has been experienced ; one fortunate angler last week 
captured a nice pike, weight just upon 25 lb., and measuring 42 inches in length 
(this fish is now in the possession of Mr. T. E. Gunn, for preservation) ; on 
another day two rods killed thirty-two jack, of which twenty-six were retained, 
though in my opinion several of these ought to have been returned to their 
native element, it being one of the greatest mistakes to kill undersized fish, 
Last Saturday a‘friend and myself caught fourjack in an hourand a half-weigh- 
ing 3to41b. each. Present prospects, coarse, cold weather.—RoBrgT MOLL. 








GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 

THE ordinary weekly meeting of the above Society was held on Tues- 
day evening, at the Mason’s Hall Tavern, Mason’s Avenue, Basing- 
hall Street. Mr. Bates, hon. treasurer, in the chair. A good deal of 
business of a routine character was transacted, The roach competi- 
tion did not produce the show which was anticipated, and Mr, 
Thomas, following Mr. Young’s example in the perch competition, 
waived his right to the prize, so that it will be fished for again under 
more propitious circumstances. Both Mr. Thomas and Mr. Young 
had exceedingly good trays. The pike competition is fixed for the 
18th instant ; particulars have been sent to each member. The prizes 
this occasion are presented by the Mayor of Kingston, Mr. Nuthall, 
and the hon, treasurer, Mr. Bates. The society has now secured a 
very fine piece of water for the use of its members. The customary 
vote of thanks was unanimously accorded'to the chairman, and a 
most pleasant evening brought to a close with the usual musical 
selections. ly 


ET 





THE PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 


Chairman—Mr. R. S. FENNINGS. 

Mr. BLAMEY showed one pike, 5 lb. 6 oz., and one chub, 2 lb. 8 o2., 
from Shepperton; Mr. Huggett, 3 lb. 6 oz. of roach, from Sonning ; 
Mr. Harden, one jack, 5 lb. 4 02., from the Thames. Mr. Blamey, in 
returning thanks as one of the successful anglers, stated that he was 
pike fishing alongside anothet angler, who was roach fishing, and 
sometimes their floats got mixed. The latter caught a roach about 
6 oz. ; but before he could land it a pike of, at least, 20 1b. in weight 
saved him the trouble. This happened a second time, roach being 
caught at intervals. Mr. B. then changed his tackle for a pater- 
noster, and fished in the same place. A third time the pike came, 
and, to settle matters, walked off with the roacher’s fish and all his 
tackle (tight line), Evidently Mr. Pike had great powers of discrimi- 
nation, and preferred gut to gimp. He intended to have another try 
after the fish, and endeavour to recover the lost property. f 

Mr. Huggett apologised for the smallness of his show, and said 
there were plenty of fish in the Thames of a size, and he had caught 
a great many; but the society’s standard of 6 oz. was so high that 
most of his catches had to be returned to grow larger, and, perhaps, 
wiser. 

Mr. Harden, in reply, said that he had been very unfortunate. He had 
hooked three fish with snap tackle, and got them up to the punt; but so 
soon as they saw the net they shook their heads, and disappeared. 
As a last resource he put on a side hoos, and landed the fish on the 
table. 

The committee have decided to have a smoking concert | and 
another chub competitition in January, particulars of which will be 
duly announced. . ] 

The half-yearly general meeting will be held on Monday, the 7th of 
January next. J. L. 
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THE AWARDS. 


E notice that a public meeting is to be held at the Cannon 

Street Hotel, on Wednesday next, at 5 o'clock p-m., for 

the purpose of taking ‘‘prompt and united action” to obtain 

some redress for the injustice done to many exhibitors by the 

recent awards. An advertisement of the meeting will be found in 
our advertising columns. 





CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Show of Fish.—The annual supper will take place on Monday, Dec. roth, at 
8.30 sharp. Distribution of prizes on Wednesday, December 19th,—J. 
WoRrLEDGE. 

ANCHOR AND HOPE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on December 2, competing for three prizes, 
left over from a previous match, the following two being successful :—Mr. 
Somers, sen., third, dace from the Thames; Mr. Somers, jun., fourth, dace 
from the Thames; Mr. Shakel, roach, 3 lb. from the Lea. A match will take 
place on December 23rd at the Old Fleet, Wraysbury, for three valuable prizes. 
—D. Davis, sec. 

ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. ; 

Since my last report I beg to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of Ss. 
from C. McCliver, of the Duke of Cornwall angling Society, and 3s. 6d. from 
the donation box of the same society.--R. GHURNEY. 


BATTERSEA FRIENDLY ANGLING CLUB. F 

The members of this club had four prizes to fish for on the 2nd. Owing to 
the conditions of the prizes, Mr. G. Mumford wzs enabled to take two, he 
being the only member who weighed in, having a nice take of roach and dace 
—about one of the best shows we have had for some time. There will be four 
prizes presented by Messrs. G. Edwards, Sampson, Grant, and Smith, 
to be fished for on Boxing Day ; all fish to weigh ; members to go where they 
like. On Sunday next there will be three prizes at Egham. Half-yearly 
meeting on Tuesday, January Ist, for the election of officers.—A. SaMPsON, 
hon. sec. 








BERMONDSEY BROTHERS’ ANGLING CLUB. 

The members of the above fished for prizes on the 2nd inst., and spent a very 
pleasant day, all prizes being taken: First, Mr. Conn, with 5 lb., a very fine 
jack weighing 4 lb.; second, Mr. Frost, with 4 lb., a jack 3 1b.; A. Gafney, 
with roach and dace; Mr. Bryant, with dace.—W. Court, sec, 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY, 
The next delegate meeting will take place on Friday, Dec. Iq, at 9 o’clock. 
—J. Frrow, sec. 





CROWN PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The third half-yearly supper of this flourishing society took place on Wed- 
nesday, November 28th, at our headquarters, the Crown, Clerkenwell Green. 
About twenty members sat down to a capital repast provided by our worthy 
host, Mr. Caddell. Mr. Willcockson occupied the chair, faced in the vice by 
Mr. T, Penn. Mr. George Sibley presided at the piano. Several first-rate 
songs were sung by the following gentlemen :—Mr. Willcockson, 3, Mr. T. Penn, 
2, Mr. Rimer, 2, Mr. Brockwell, 2, Mr. W. Long, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Bur- 
wash, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Byworth. During the evening ten prizes were 
awarded to the successful winners of the last six months. First prize (pair of 
lustres) won by Mr. Tennick; second prize (ink stand) won by Mr. Willcock- 
son; third prize (walking stick), won by Mr. Neagus ; fourth (jackal case), won 
by Mr, W. Long ; fifth prize (gold pin), won by Mr. J. Attridge. Mr. Penn 
(pair of fishing boots), for the gross weight of carp taken in July, won by Mr, 
Willcockson ; Mr. Saddler (landing net complete) for the gross weight at Esher 
won by Mr. Johnson ; Mr. Neagus, 7s. 6d. for the gross weight of perch taken 
in August, won by Mr. Wiilcockson, Mr. T. Welch, a fishing box for the 
largest bream taken in Angust, won by Mr. Johnson; Mr. Johnson (teaservice) 
for the gross weight of bream taken in October, won by Mr. Willcockson. Several 
valuable prizes were promised for the next six months: Mr. Nava prizes for the 
gross weight of all fish taken in December. Messrs. Willcockson and Weich 
saved the society a blank last Sunday.—W.. H. Burwasu, sec. 


EALING DEAN CONVIVIAL ANGLING SOCIETY. 

T have the pleasure again to report that several members have been most 
successful during the past week—in particular Messrs. S. Parsons and Ce 
Baker, both of whom have taken some good roach and dace, at Isleworth, 
Brentford Dock, and Harefield. On Wednesday, a match was fished at Brent. 
ford Dock, between Messrs. 8. Parsons and C. Baker and Messrs. F. A. West, 
and A. Gorden, when those four gentlemen secured 1 53 1b. of roach and dace, 
the two former winning by 43 1b.—J. G. Lr Grys, hon, sec. 





GOOD INTENT ANGLING SOCIETY. 

There was a fair show of fish brought to the club on the 2nd inst., Mr. W. 
Hughes having the best show with a tray of good roach from the Lea, Mr. 
Thos. Ormes winning Mr. W. B. Wood’s §s. for the heaviest roach taken on 
that day, taken at Wraysbury. Our worthy hostess, Mrs. Roberts, and Miss 
Emily Roberts, have kindly given their usual prizes for Christmas, consisting of 
ribs of beef, 17 1b. ; leg of mutton, 14 ]b.; leg of pork, 13 1b. ; the club adding 
six prizes—three of £1 1s. each, three of ros. 6d. each—so that the first prize 
will be the beef and £1 Is. ; the second will be a leg of mutton and £1 1s. ; 
third, leg of pork and £1 1s. The next three will be tos, 6d. each. Each 
member that competes to pay Is. each to make up other prizes. All to start 
by one train ; open to every member of the club. To take place on the 16th 
inst. at Broxbourne. Iam pleased to say that one of our members, Mr. H. 
F. Tibbatts, of 34, 35, and 36, Bishopsgate Without, has been appointed 
secretary of the West Central Association, and I believe he will be found the 
right man in the right place. All the members join with me in wishing you 
every success, Mr. Tibbatts. Iam sorry to have to report one of our members, 
Mr. Lassiter, has met with a severe accident by falling down. He is now 
lying in St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. He is most highly esteemed by the 
club and everyone who knows him.—R. Murruy, 
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GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. y 

On Nov. 25 Mr. Theobald showed a pretty tray of roach, 16 fish, weighing 
8 1b. 7 oz.; Mr. I’. Watling, roach; Mr. Dingley, roach and dace. On Dec, 
2, Mr. Theobald, 51b. 12 oz., roach ; Mr. J. Fitch, roach: Mr. G. Watling, 
roach ; Mr. F. Watling, roach; Mr. Garrett, roach. On Dec. 16th we fish at 
Cookham and Bowne End for twenty Christmas prizes.—J. Frron, 

HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several of our members were out on December 2nd, when the followin 
members weighed in:—Mr. W. Messenger, 8lb. of roach and bream, the 
largest bream 3 1b. 30z ; Mr. W. Price, 41b. of roach, dace, and gudgeon; 
Mr. ©. Messenger, roach, Mr. Joseph Preston is being trained to fish Mr. 
Bishop at Mr. Warner’s for better luck next time.—W. G. Broom, sec. 


HOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Very few members out on the 2nd inst. G. Swinerton won the proprietor's 


daily prize, with a few nice roach from the Lea. A complimentary visit will 
be paid to our worthy host at the Cherry Tree, Kingsland Road, on Tuesday 
eyening next, Dec, 11th. Several professional friends have promised to attend, 
—R, GHURNEY. 





LINCOLN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The members of the above society went out on Dec. 2to contend for two 
prizes, one of which was a very handsome shade of birds. Although some very 
pretty roach and dace were weighed in, they proved to be under the specified 


weight ; consequently the prizes were not taken. Our central return visit comes — 


next Thursday, Dec, 13.—F. W. Topp, sec, pro tem. 


MARYLEBONE ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Dec 2nd.—The trays of the above society had a very pretty show of fish, 
contributed to by some old and persevering members, namel y, Messrs. Slade, 
Pearce, Collins, and Humphries, who journeyed somewhere down the Western, 
and should the weather keep as it has up to now, hope to eclipse last week’s 
show on Dec; 9th. Any angling friend always welcome to our club-room, 
and every information ean be obtained from the members, where they fish &c, 
Clubs please notice: Mr. R. Humphries, of 52, Seymour Place, Bayswater 
Square, W., has been elected secretary of the above society, and hopes that 


by setting the members a good example in going out and trying to get a few | 


fish, and strict attention to the business of the club, to keep up the prestige of 
this the oldest club at the West End. OTSPUR. 





METROPOLITAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Freethy a good show of jack, and the brothers Newton a splendid show 
of roach from the Thames, one weighing 1 1b. 12 oz.; and if the “ Pearl Fish 
Carver ’’ will call at the above club he will hear of something to his advantage. 
—WiutiAm MYALL, sec. 





NEW WALTON AND COTTON ANGLING SOCIETY 

In spite of the adverse weather members have been fairly successful. Mr. 
Hallam had roach; on November 2 3rd_a visitor showed a nice brace of Jack, 
largest weighed 531b. Mr. Hallam weighed in 61b. 10 0z. of chub. Largest 
fish, 23 1b., also roach and dace ; {Mr. Wyeth, 1 jack from the Lea. Messrs. 
Stocker and Treadwell tried the Ouse for jack, but found a little too much 
water. Gentlemen desirous of joining this crack angling society should do so 
at once, as the number is almost reached.— WALTONIAN, 

December 6, 

SOUTH LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

I have much pleasure to announce that this society has contributed 26s. to 
the Hoole testimonial fund, Mr. Field kindly heading the list with a donation 
of 108. The next outing of this society has been fixed to take place on the 
gth inst., at Pulborough. Jack allowed. Members to start by the train leaving 
London Bridge at 8.30. Members are requested to take notice that there will 
be three prizes forjack next month: first, £1 Is , and second and third, ros. 6d. 
—J. Kirwan, sec. 


ST: GEORGE'S UNIVERSAL ANGLING SOCIETY, BIRMINGHAM, 


The members of the above society held their fifth annual dinner and distribu« 
tion of prizes at the clubhouse, the Dolphin Inn, Unett Street. After the usual 
loyal and other toasts, the prizes which were competed for at the annual contest 
which took place (by kind permission of the Earl of Shrewsbury) in the river 
Sowa few weeks ago,were presented to the successful members by the chairman of 
the society, Mr. James Hetherington, who embraced that opportunity to address 
the members and friends present upon the objects and purposes for which the 


society was established, explaining in the course of his remarks that the prin- 


cipal objects the founders of the society had in view were to provide good angling 
for the members by renting private waters at the most suitable and convenient 


place obtainable within 30 miles of Birmingham, and to arrange the subscriptions _ 
reach of everyone who wished | 


to the society at such a rate as to be within the 
to join, no matter how-humble their social position. The committee of manage- 
ment, by keeping these objects in view, have succeeded in obtaining six private 
waters within radius of 30 miles of Birmingham for the sole use of the members, 
and at the same time have still kept the subscriptions to the society so small as 
to be within the reach of all, and by so doing had fairly earned for the society 
its title of ‘‘ Universal.’? All person, irrespective of social position, are warmly 
welcomed as members’ good behaviour and respectable character being the 
only qualifications necessary to become members. Wishes having been given 


for the success of the newly-formed Amalgamated Central Committee of Bona= 


Fide Angling Societies of Birmingham and District, the delegates who were 


elected from this society to attend that commitiee and assist in its formation — 
annoyance, and 


explained that it had become necessary because of the trouble, 
expense bona-fide angling societies had experienced through numbers of 
societies which have lately sprung into existence, and by simply callingthem- 
selves angling societies have obtained the same railway travelling privileges 
as angling societies of undoubted position and respectability have enjoyed. 


These so-called angling societies do not devote any of their funds to angling — 


purposes, have no angling interests to protect or preserve, and issue their cards 
ad Uibitum on purpose to swell their dividends. These cards have been largely 
used, and the complaints of the railway companies have been so numerous and 
continuous of their being improperly used, that the time had arrived for bona= 


fide angling societies to assist in preventing the infringements upon the rail- 


way companies and upon themselves by forming a central society, whose object 


should be to watch over and preserve the interests and. privileges of bona-fide- 


anglers, Testimony having been given to the kind manner in which the previous 
notices of the society’s meetings have been inserted in the F1sHING GAzzETTE, the 
toast, ‘* Success to the FisHING GAzuTTE,”’ was enthusiastically receiyed,and the 


_ 
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secretary was instructed to write asking the Editor thefavcur of insertion. The 
society beg to acknowledge the receipt of the undermentioned prizes, which 
were kindly sent by the fol'owing donors :—Silver Goblet from Secretary anda 
few friends ; Fly Rod from Mr. Warner, Fishing Tackle Manufacturer, Cannon 
Street ; General Rod, from Mr. J. Keeling, Fishing Tackle Manufacturer 
Digbeth ; Fishing Tackle,from Mr, Jas. Dearn, Fishing Tackle Manufacturer, 


Gosta Green ; Fishing Tackle, from Mr. H. Jackson, Fishing Tackle Manu- ° 


facturer, Hockley Hill; Fishing Tackle, from Mr. C. Littlehales Fishing 
Tackle Manufacturer, Livery Street ; Case of Grape Scissors,from Mr. T. Prime 
and Son, Magneto-Plate Works, Northwood Street ; Inkstand, from Mr. J 


Deakin, Jeweller, Unett Street ; Gold Pin, from C. Brownhill, Jeweller, Great 


Hampton Street ; Silver Locket, from Mr. C. Kibby, Clarendon Hotel, Temple 
Row ; Roasting Jack, from Mr. W. Duddlestone, Lancaster Street ; Silver- 
Plated Teapot, from Mr. J. B. Stonier ; Fishing Tackle, from Mr. W. Miles 
and Mr. Joseph Claborough. The first prize, Silver Goblet, Mr. T. J. Ran- 
ford ; second prize, Inkstand, Mr. A. Roberts ; third prize, Silver-Plated Tea 
pot, Mr. J. Deakin ; fourth prize, Fly Rod, Mr. J. Smith ; fifth, H Beadsmore ; 
sixth, T. Bedworth ; seventh, A. Iates; eighth, R. Winfield; ninth, H. 
Chambers ; tenth, J. G. Denness ; eleventh, C. Bissell ; twelfth, W. Craven, 
and a number of other prizes given by members of the society were awarded to 
members who succeeded in taking fish—J. Robrrrv, sec. 








THE BERESFORD ANGLING SOCIETY. 
PRESENTATION TO AN ANGLER OF A TESTIMONIAL FROM THE ROYAL 
‘ HUMANE SOCIETY. 
On the 27th ult. Mr. John George Sames, of the Beresford Angling Society, 

was presented at the headquarters of the club with a testimonial on vellum 
awarded him by the Royal Humane Society for his gallant conduct in rescuing a 
fellow angler from drowning at Staines on the Ionth of August last. This is 
the second occasion on which Mr. Sames has received recognition from the 
Royal Humane Society for his courage and humanity, for in the year 1879 Mr. 

Sames was awarded the Brenze Medal for having in the Colne at Stanwell 
Moor rescued an angler who had fallen into a mill pool, and was almost given 

up as lost. It seems that on the occasion of the roth of August Jast Mr. 

Sames was angling from a punt moored in the Thames just below Staines Bridge 
nearly in mid-stream, when an angler, who was standing on the high bank on 

the Surrey shore nearly opposite the spot where Mr. Sames was angling, and 
who had been calling across the water to know how the sport was going on, 
was sudderly seen to stagger at the edge of the bank, and, with his arms 
thrown up in the air, fa'l down the bank head-first into the Thames in about 
twenty feet of water. Mr. Sames, hearing a shriek, looked up and saw the 
young man coming down the bank headlong ; so, wi'hout an instant’s delay, 
he threw off his coat, and diving into the water, swam across to where the un- 
fortunate angler had disappeared, and the water being very clear, could see 
what, appeared to be the dead body drifting down stream in about mid-water. 
So Mr. Sames dived, and after some trouble got the young man to the surface, 
where he had great difficulty in holding him, as the unfortunate fellow then 
commenced struggling, and although only a few feet from the bank, it seemed 
impossible to get him up in consequence of the steepness and height from the 
surface of the water. However, with the assistance of two or three bystanders, 

who joined hands, the young man was got up the bank and taken to Ned 
Keene’s and put to bed, and in the course of a few hours he recovered. Mr. 

Sames was very much exhausted, but after getting a change of clothes, he 

coolly went back to his punt and commenced fishing again, and was fortunate 
enough to get hold of two good barbel, about 11 lb. the pair. The matter was 
represented to the Royal Humane Society, and they awarded Mr. Sames the 
testimonial above referred to, which, in accordance with the desire of the com- 
mittee, was publicly presented to Mr. Sames in the presence of a number of 
members of different angling sccieties and other gentlemen who had been in- 
vited. The chair was taken by W. H. Beckett, Esq., of the West Central 
Association, and the vice-chair by Mr. Gibson, the gentleman who presented 
Mr. Sames with the Royal Humane Society’s medal on the former occasion. 
Mr. Beckett read letters of apology from some angling societies who had 
been invited, and made some introductory observations on the object 
of the meeting. The testimonial was presented to Mr. Sames by Mr. Ellis, 
who represented the matter to the Royal Humane Society, and received the 
reward to bestow on him. Mr. Sames’s hea'th was proposed by Mr. Gibson 
in a most eloquent speech, referring, as he did, to Mr. Sames’s former exploit, 
and to the noble courage he had displayed on each occasion. The toast was 
drank most enthusiastically, and Mr. Sames made a modest reply. Mr. 
Wheeldon, who was present, said he thought that Mr. Sames was a man of 
whom all anglers ought to be proud, and that Mr. Sames deserved some testi- 
monial from them in admiration of his bravery, and most generously offered to 
start a subscription for that purpose, promising himself to give two guineas 
towards it. Mr. Sames said he desired no other recognition than he had 
received—he was quite satisfied with the honour that had been done him ; but 
several gentlemen present promised to take the matter up, and it was ultimately 
suggested a committee should be formed to carry out the idea, and ,any gentle- 
men desirous of contributing or having their names on the comm ittee are re- 
quested to communicate with the Secretary of the Beresford Angling Society, 

Camberwell Grove. The health of Mr. Wheeldon, coupled with the toast of 
“The Angling societies Throughout the Country,’’ was proposed by Mr. Gibson, 
and cordially responded to. The healths of the chairman and vice-chairman were 
also drunk, and the meeting closed at alate hour after some capital singing and 
music had been listened to. 
Surrey, and the Anglers’ Pride Angling Societies were strongly represented, and 
there were representatives of other societies present. 

THE CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

* The sixth annual supper of the above society was held at the club house, on 
Thursday, the 29th ult. ‘Thirty-eight members sat down and did ample 
justice to the excellent viands provided by Host Humberstone, to whom too 
much ‘praise cannot be given for his successful catering. Mr. Thomas Mathew 
presided, faced by Mr. Parson, and right well did they carry out their office. 
Mr. Epelett presided at the piano: his overture, ‘* The Poet and the Peasant,’’ 
met with much appreciation. The toast of the evening, ‘‘ Success to the 
Cavendish Angling Society,’? was most enthusiastically drunk, as also was the 
«‘Ffealth of the Officers’? and the ‘* Central Committee.”” Mr. 8. Pearson 
sang the first song and met with an encore; his second song, “My Biography,”’ 
was most humorous, and much enjoyed. Mr. Howard, ‘‘ The Squire and 
Maria,’’ secured a good round of applause. Our old favourite, Mr. Gordon 
(visitor), gave a look in and recited ** The Life Boat,” by G. R. Sims, which, 
like all his readings which he has favoured us with, was much enjoyed and 
loudly applauded. Mr. Walker (visitor), ‘‘ We Won’t Go Home Till Morning,”’ 
was well given and very amusing: Mr. H. Reeve, ‘‘ Foremost Among the 
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Foe,”? and Mr. W. Lee’s ‘*My Sweetheart when a Boy,” both obtained their 
deserved recognition. Mr. Penton sang of his experience ‘‘ Down Piccadilly ”’ 
with good effect. Mr. Benjamin’s ‘‘ Stowaway,’ was artistically rendered and 
called forth an encore, in response to which he gave ‘‘ Ehren on the Rhine,’’ 
which met with equal applause. Mr. C. Elliott, Cornet Solo, ‘‘ Love’s 
Request,’’ so enchanted his listeners that it was imperative to oblige again, 
which he did with ‘‘ Beautiful Leaves.’”” Mr. Blackman, ‘* Come Away ;’’ Mr. 
Avile’s ‘‘Irishman’s Dream;”’ Mr. Bentley, ‘*‘ Nil Desperandum ;’’ all came 
in for merit, as also did Mr, Blackshaw (visitor), ‘‘ Poor Chinee;’’? Mr. 
Almond, ‘Skipper and Boy;’’ Mr. Chambers, ‘The Walnut Girl;’’ Mr. 
E. Diiesion, ‘‘ Rattling Mare and 1I;’’ Mr, Canton, ‘‘ Pulling Hard Against 
the Stream,’? and Mr. Young, ‘‘ Motto Song.’? The health of ‘The Host 
and Hostess’? was drunk with musical honours. The stewards (Messrs. 
€hambers and Austin). The pianist (Mr. Epelett) came in for recognition. 
A hearty vote of thanks to the chair and vice-chair brought a most enjoyable 
evening (? morning) to a close at 2.25.—E C. 





UNITED BROTHERS, DEPTFORD. 

The members of the above society will fish a bottom fishing match at 
Kingston on the Dec. gth for three prizes, from Teddington Lock to Kingston 
Railway Bridge. This match is to be continued every week till the prizes are 
taken.—W. T. 


UNITED LONDON ANGLERS. 

Conviction for Taking Undersized Fish.—At Worship Street Police Court, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 5, before Mr. Hannay, John Radley was charged with taking 
from the River Lea with a cast net, and having in his possession, 120 roach and 
dace from 3 in. to5 in., one perch 3 in., and one jack 5 in. The case was 
proved by T. Perdue, fishery bailiff, and_ Police-constable McHugh. The 
defendant was fined 20s. and costs, or ten days’ imprisonment. 


WEST GREEN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Mr. Coleman’s prizes were unsuccessfully competed for on Dec. 2, and will 
be competed for on Dec. 9, largest weight of jack, second largest weight 
of roach—-roving commission.—J. GUYVER, sec. 








IRISH ANGLING AND FISHING NOTES. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Dublin, Dec. 6, 1883. 
THERE is literally nothing doing in the way of legitimate ang ling in 
Irish waters at the present time, and until the latter end of January or 
early in February, Waltonites must restrain their impatience. From 
the West, however, we have reports of first-class sport obtained by 
amateurs in the pursuit of pike; many of the fish, landed after great 
toil andtrouble, being of great size and weight. This fish is also in 
great force in Northern waters, notably in the Bann, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Coleraine, and private letters inform me that in that 
quarter large results have been obtained. Eel spearing seems now to 
offer considerable attractions to anglers, and in the river mentioned, 
as well as at the Boyne, Foyle, Liffey, Lagar, but, above all, at Toome 
Bridge, a tributary of the Bann, at Temple Patrick, in county Antrim, 
great hauls have been made by amateurs. On Lough Erne, in county 
Fermanagh, they have a curious way of capturing these slippery cus- 
tomers, which is done by sinking wicker-work baskets, and then 
drawing them to land filled with the fish, which sell at 3d. to 4d. 
er lb. 

i It is computed that the value of the salmon sent from Ireland to 
England in the present year was £750,000, and if only earnestness 
and foresight were brought to the work these figures might readily be 
doubled. Poaching is not at allsocommon now as it was some 
years ago, and in the opinion of the conservators of a good many of 
our rivers, a great many more salmon than are captured might be 
taken in Irish waters in the open season. There is no doubt that tens 
of thousands of them in splendid condition escape to the sea, owing 
to defective arrangements, and thus an enormous food supply is lost 
to the United Kingdom which might, under proper conditions, be 
secured. Among the salmon fisheries which were most prolific during 
the past season were those of the Blackwater, the Shannon, Dingle, 
Galway, and Tralee in the South and West, and in Leinster, Wicklow, 
Wexford, and Dublin, afforded splendid results, Sligo also 
turned out exceedingly well, some of the heaviest fish of the year 
coming from that quarter, for shipment to England by the London and 
North-Western boats ; and in this connexion it may be mentioned that 
London received nearly every salmon landed from Sligo waters. In 
the far North-West, the fisheries of Donegal, especially those in the 
neighbourhood of Ballyshannon and Ramelton, supplied the home 
market principally, though a good many went to Manchester and 
Liverpool. Now a word as to the prices. In the early part of the 
season salmon rated here at 2s. 6d. a pound, and when an outcry was 
raised about this, while the same article was being retailed in London 
at 1s. 8d. to 1s. 10d. per pound, newspaper comments were sufficiently 
effective to bring down the price to the London standard. At the 
close of the season salmon was had plentiful enough at 1s. 4d. to 
1s, 6d. per pound, though the fish were not in anything like the per- 
fection which they had attained earlier inthe season. Cod and hake 
are being taken by the hook in large quantities off Howth, hundreds 
of fishermen being engaged in this pursuit, and by this means the 
Dublin market is fairly supplied with the¢e classes of fish as well as 
with whiting. Oysters co:tinue very @ear—z2s. per dozen for Red 
Bank Burren. Carlingford are out of%ae market, and American are 
to be had at rs, per dozen. 4 











Tar CHAMPAGNE VINTAGE.—J” ¢ report of this year’s vintage is, we hear, 
satisfactory both as regards quap’.cy and quality—Messsrs. Moét and Chandon 
have made of their own grow” 6,000 hogsheads (2,200 of which are the pro- 
duce of their celebrated Ay’ Vineyards)—which, with their purchases from 
other growers of fine wircs, form a total value of close upon half-a-million 
sterling. ‘ 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Marcu Brown —The trout fishing in the Lynn, near Devon, is very good, and 
the water is now preserved ; the fish run small, except in the deep pools, 
which hold many fine, but very wary, fish. The fishing commences very 
early, but the fish are not in condition till March or April. The valley of 
the Lynn is one of the most beautiful in Great Britain, and ‘ March 
Brown’? will certainly not repent paying this lovely district a visit. The 
Lynmouth Hotel is the most convenient for anglers, as it is on the water. 
It ‘‘ March Brown” has not read ‘* Lorna Doone,’’ a romance of Exmoor, 
we strongly advise him to do so, as all the Lynn country is described in 
Mr. Blackmore’s pages. It was this charming work which sent us to 
explore Exmoor fifteen years ago, and many times have we been since, and 
hope many times to go again. Cutcliffe’s * Art of Trout Fishing in Rapid 
Streams’’ also relates to this district. Messrs. Carter’s address is St 
John Street Road, London, E.C. 2 

G. E. S.—To give a list of works which treat of pike and pike fishing would 
require a volume, as every general angling book treats of the pike. Chol- 
mondeley Pennell’s ‘‘ Book of the Pike’? relates to this fish exclusively, 
and is very well done. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents, ] 











THAMES FLOUNDERS. : 

S1r,—In reference to some practical inquiries which you made in the FISHING 
GAZETTE of November 24 respecting the Thames Flounders, and the opinion 
of the netsmen thereon, I have pleasure in giving the following replies as the 
testimony of men of very many years’ experience in netting for those fish :— 

(1) The flounders spawn in the Thames between the months of January and 
March. 

(2) They have no scales upon them, and will go to sea. 

(3) The flounders have never been found sick and flabby, nor infested with 
worms in the months of June or July, as stated by Brooke. 

(4) The ledger is the best method of angling jor them. 

(5) The heaviest flounder caught inthe Thames has neyer exceeded 2 1b. in 
weight. 

(6) The natural Thames flounders are not spotted. The spotted fish are 
called dabs, and are seldom canght in Thames flounder fishing. 

Whenever any inquiry is made in regard to the experience of the netsmen or 


fishermen on any subject connected with the river Thames, I shall always be , 


glad to reply to it. 

I sincerely hope the question of Thames flounders and the recent movement 
that has been made in conaection with the Flounder Fishery will be productive 
of good results and help to improve the industry of the netsmen, whose living 
of late has been a very precarious one, although flounders taken during this last 
season have been found of a much larger size than of late years. 

It is my intention during each season to give increased attention, not only to 
the legality of the nets, but to the sizes of the fish. The standard in the New 
Thames Fishery By-laws is 7 inche», and it will be to the value of the Flounder 
Fishery and to the interests of the netsmen to make examples of those who 
violate that regulation.—I am, &c., LHOMAS SPRECKLEY, 

13, Cannon Street, Dec. 4. 

[Tke flounder certainly has scales, but they are very minute, and, as in the 
case of the eel, are covered with a thick mucous coat,—ED ] 





FLOUNDERS AND RESTOCKING THE THAMES. 

S1Rr,—I do not think you will get a more practical article than the one by 
‘‘The Trent Otter,”’ on flounders, whoever writes it—sound, to the purpose, and 
the outcome of much experience. 

I have always derived considerable benefit from the articles of this gentleman 
and hope he will favour us with a few more in the same style. 

I prefer a fine line and tackle, because, as the ‘Otter’? knows,in four places out 
of six you will come across dace, roach, bream, and even barbel. In the second 
field below Carlton Mill, on the Collingham side, I have often taken a dace, 
bream, and flounder, one after the other. . ; 

Several times I have had a good sized barbel, a four or five pounder, anda 
flounder in at the same time ; once at Carlton, ia a slight flush of water at the 
Beck end, and never shall I forget it. 

From practical experience and close observation I have come to this cons 
clusion. 

Flounders in rivers are incessantly on the move, and especially where there 
is a scarcity of food—here to-day and gone to-morrow. This ‘erratic habit, 
and the continual washing up of the spawn by tugs and steamers, &e., &c., 
seems to me to be the two great difficulties to surmount in the laudable attempt 
to stock old Father Thames with this fish. 

Mr. Spreckley has certainly gone the right way to work, and if a sufficient 
number of youngsters can be obtained, I see no reason why they should not be- 
come as prolific in the Thames as they used to bein the Trent—z. e., if the 
steamer difliculty can be got over in spawning time. In conclusion 1 wish him 
all the success he deserves.—I am, &c., MARK ANTONY. 

L‘‘M. A.”’ does not appear to know that the experiment had reference to 
the upper Thames, and flounders are still as plentiful as ever they were in the 
tidal portion of the river.—ED. ] 





THE AWARDS. 

§1r,—As a practical angler I frequently made visits to the late International 
Fisheries Exhibition, and took great interest in the Inland Fisheries, and also 
the cases of stuffed fish, and when the awards came out I was literally astounded 
at some of the decisions of Jury 12. I contend that there was no specified 
competition for medals, the only real competition being for the money prizes, and 
that the medals should should only have been given for general exhibi:s —that 
is to say, one gold, one silver, or one bronze to an individual exhibitor, diploma 
of honour for anything especially invented, and money prizes to be won by 
having goods taken out of the cases and tested. If the medals had been given 
out singly there would have been.no cause for grumbling. In the case of the 
Inland Fisheries, the exhibitors, in my opinion, have great cause to be dis- 
satisfied. Inno exhibition of the past was more than one medal given to an 
individual exhibitor. Take, for instance, the great exhibition of 1851. Had 
the medals been given in the same way to the exhibitors in the Inland Fisheries 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


'Deo. 8, 1883 


there would have been enough medals for all to have received one, and a few 
bronze to be returned to the Mint to have been made into pennies, and the 
Committee might have found out a few friends to have given them to who had 
not been successful; but giving the medals away to individual exhibitors at the 
rate of six and seven each was simply absurd.—I am, &c., 
A Lover oF JUSTICE AND Farr Pray, 
[There is sound sense in these remarks.—ED,] 





&E INLAND FISHERIES AWARDS. 

Sir,—I am sorry to ask for any of your valuable space. Iam much obliged, 
and no doubt many other of your subscribers are, for the many excellent letters 
that have already appeared in your valuable paper respecting the Inland 
Fisheries Awards. I would like to say a few words in reply to the letter of Mr. 
pone Jas. Hardy, in your paper of Dec. Ist. Iam of the same opinion as Mr, 

ardy in some respects, that the different or various articles for competition 
were having 4 severe trial by the jurors in this division; and what I saw of the 
trials the different articles were subjected to, I certainly thought not one exhibi- 
tor would have any cause to complain, and only those who were exhibiting 
the various goods that stood the severe test given them by the jerors would have 
the awards. But what I cannot understand, and would like to have explained is. 
why medals should have been awarded under the following circumstances that 
come under my notice ? Ist, silver medal for a collection of flies, whereas the 
jurors could not examine one single fly only through the outside glass of the 
case. The remark was made by one of the jurors when going to examine the 
flies in this case, ‘‘ How ridiculous for anyone to send goods for competition to 
have the case fastened up so that the goods or articles could not be examined.’” 
2nd. The highest award for the collection of fish hooks in this division. In this 
instance the fish hooks for competition were iramed and glazed and could not 
in any way be examined by the jurors, the greater part of this collection being 
made up of sea fish hooks which should have been exhibited in division Ts 
according to the rules and regulations, yet a gold medal and special prize were 
awarded, whereas several manufacturers were debarred from exhibiting sea and 
river fish-hooks in this division. Why should this privilege be granted to one 
special exhibitor, which is contrary altogether to the rules and regulations ? 
Several manufacturers in correspondence with the secretary when applying for 
space asked if it was permitted to exhibit sea and river tackle in one case? The 
reply was : Ifsea and river tackle were exhibited in one case it would be passed 
over by the jury.’”’ I think Mr. Hardy will agree with me that this cannot be 
called fair to those who did have their goods subjected to the test given them 
by the jurors. Probably there will be similiar instances of the unfairness of some 
ofthe awards. When rules and regulations are laid down, surely jurors should 
see that they are strictly carried out, and all exhibitors not conforming to tho.e 
tules, &c., should be disqualified.—I am, &c. MANUFACTURER. 





THE AWARDS, 

S1r,—I am not one of those who feel very acutely the injustice done to 4 
considerable number of exhibitors, and it is scarcely with that intent that I 
trouble you. Thinking, however, that continued silence might imply thorough 
satisfaction in every case, I wish to correct any such impression. What has 
struck me among the numerous letters that have appeared in your columns on 
the subject has been the rather selfish course taken by some individual writers, 
and Mr. Hardy told us last week of the important part, &>., their firm had 
played in the introduction of new ideas into the fishing-tackle trade. Such 
writing may serve a particular purpose, but it is not very high class literature. 
That there was a good deal of irritation in some quarters is not to be wondered 
at, and I think our northern brethren must have felt a little surprise at the 
lavish bestowal of first honours which fell to their share, as compared with 
their more unfortunate neighhours. 

It would be difficult to believe that the Jurors could act in any spirit of 
partiality ; but how to reconcile this idea with the facts is also a difficult 
business, The nature of their task was rather delicate and unpleasant, and — 
rendered more so by the general good work of the exhibits, and the step from 
one degree to another, in some cases amounting to nothing more than difference 
in appearance or finish. bi E 

Now, as to my own exhibit of canerods, The point I relied upcn most—the 
close joining of the different parts—was almost altogether ignored by the 
Jurors with one notable exception. I maintain a cane rod which does not 
present one solid surface when cut through is almost worthless. 

Having trespassec so far, I ask you, in justice to myself, to insert the above 
in your next issue.—I am, &c., : 


T. L. AnpREWws. 
High Street, Uppingham. 4 


THE EXHIBITION AWARDS. “ 

Siz,—As Mr. John J. Hardy has taken up the cudgels on behalf of the 

Jurors, perhaps he may be able to enlighten your numerous readers the why 

or wherefore my case of artificial baits was called a general exhibit, and re- 
ceived a bronze medal, as against a silver one at the Norwich Exhibition? As 
Mr. Hardy saw both my shows, I should like to know his opinion, which was _ 
the more worthy of the higher award? It is the general opinion if any exhi- 
bitor has any cause to complain, it is myself, as my goods being only a 
speciality, I could not make a larger display; but, taken as a whole, it was 
considered the best of the class that could have been brought together as the 
manufacture of one house. As far as I am concerned, I have had more than 
enough (after such judging) of exhibitions —I am, &c., 
39, Vyse Street. JAMES GREGORY. 
[We consider Mr. Gregory deserved a gold medal if any one did.—Ep.] 
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INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES AWARDS, \ 
Str,—The ill-advised communication of Mr. John Jas. Hardy appearing in 
your correspondence columns last week will doubtless not be suffered to pass 
unnoticed by some of your numerous and able contributors. an 
The objects aimed at in the enistle alluded to were obviously first, justification — 
of farcical findings of Jury 12 at the late ‘‘Fisheries,’”’ and, secondly, self- — ‘ 
exaltation. Both are equally unworthy objects, especially advocacy of a success- _ 
ful exhibitor. A few weeks ago I put in your contemporary, the Field, a brief 
analysis of the awards of Jury No. 12, but my investigations were then confined 
to the injustice that had been done non-successful exhibitors. On these pints 
you, sir, were also most emphatic—so were the many correspondents to the — 
‘«#, G.’’and its immediate contemporaries who have commented on the subject. __ 
Well now, sir, further investigation in this matter (the importance of which  _ 
cannot be over-estimated) proves that many of the chief prize drawers have _ 
very inadequate claims to the honours tendered, I find that more than two- — 
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. (and many there are in Redditch) makers would find the articles they sell better 


Dec. 8, 1883] 





thirds of the higher prize winners are not tackle makers at all, whilst over one 
half of the non-successful contributors to this,department of the late Great World 
Show were practical fishermen (amateur and professional), and manipulators 
of the tackle they exhibited. The wrong perpetrated is, I hear, slightly 
remedied by the issue of additional diplomas to such as have been awarded 
prizes previously. Messrs. Court and Macnee, whose ingenuity has been often 
recognised in the FrsH1nG GAZETTE, however, with kindred * unfortunates,”’ 
do not come under this category ; whilst stationers, gun-makers, printers, and 
barbers received the supplementary certificates, they (the unfortunates) may— 
unless the angling public endeavour to counteract by their patronage the verdict 
of the judges—look and languish. The claims of very few of the recipients of 
the more ‘' select ’’ awards, as we have said, will bear scrutiny. Messrs. Hardy, 
for instance, boldly showed a new metal-centred rod, a copy—it was apparent 
to every holder of the ‘Scientific Angler’’—of David Foster’s steel-centred 
rod, which was exhibited side by side with Hardy’s. The world-famed jury, 
however, were not sufficiently condescending and scientific to know the original, 
hence the gold award fell where it was not merited. 
There can really be no doubt but that the injustice so manifest in the awards 
will be righted by public sympathy and encouraging patronage, for merit, 
we may rest assured, will ever assert itself.—I am, &c., 


; WALTER J. HvutcHrson, 
Grosvenor Place, Ripley. 





THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION AWARDS. 

Srr,—We think Mr. Hardy had better have left well alone, and not have 
thrown dirt at the London makers, who have no need of lessons from a pro- 
vincial man how they should conduct their business. His sweeping and insult- 
ing letter classes all London makers as fools compared with himself. We can 
point out twenty-five blunders of the jury, and emphatically state the awards 
are a lasting disgrace to the Exhibition.—We are, &c., 

10, Great Queen Street, W.C. F. T. WILLIAMS AND Co, 


RE JURORS No. 12. 
Srr,—‘*‘ Facts are chiels that winna ding ””—so,how can Mr. Hardy get over 
the following? In the test of rod-casting the following were a few of the 
results :—Anderson, Edward (18 feet rod), overhead, 38 yards; switch, 
38 yards. Farlow, London, overhead, 34 yards; switch, 28 yards. Forrest, 
Kelso, nowhere. Now as Mr. Hardy is himself famous (and deservedly so) for 
rods, will he kindly fill in the returns of results obtained by Mr. Forrest’s rod, 
as I hear the latter gentleman‘obtained the gold medal ? I enclose proof for my 
statement.—I am, &c., JAMES MACNEE. 
Bohally, Pitlochry, Dec. 3rd. 





TORCROSS LEY. 

S1r,—It may be of interest to the angling fraternity to hear the result of a 
few days’ fishing from November 26th to December Istin the Torcross Ley 
near Kingsbridge, South Devon. : 
* Out of seventeen runs,two rods have caught eleven pike, averaging about 4} 1b. 
each, the largest weighing 10 lb., 93 lb., 83 1b., and 73 lb. respectively, all, 
with the exception of two small fish taken ona paternoster, being caught 
spinning or trailing. These pike were in splendid condition, and showed most 
remarkable sport, fighting for their lives up to the last. Perch were quite off 
the feed, and we only took about a dozen and a half, all small, There are, 
however, an abundance of them in the Ley, and earlier in the season some fine 
takes have been recorded. : 

Our pilot, R. Hannaford, locally known as ‘‘ Dick,’’ besides being a keen 
and experienced angler, is a most amusing companion, and his remarks, in 
broad Devonshire, are quite beyond description, Without meaning to puff our 
landlord, Mr. Vickery, we can most confidently recommend the Torcross Hotel 
to any brother anglers who may feel inclined to test the capabilities of the Tor- 
cross Ley, The accommodation and attendance are excellent, charges moderate, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Vickery spare no pains to make their guests comfortable in 
every respect. We had the good luck to see over 30,000 herrings taken in one 
haul of a seine in the bay—a sight not to be forgotten.—I am, &c., 

_ Black Friars House, Plymouth. Frepk. C, LEMANN. 


CUTCLIFFE’S PATTERNS OF FLIES, 

S1r,—One always likes to meet with an honest reply, but when two parties 
are at drawn swords, the Englishman demands fair play, and only honest 
means ought to be used. I regret to say I have more than one to combat with 
at present, andI must ask the liberty of saying ‘‘one ata time.’’ Before 
starting, let me state Tam a dealer and maker of fishing tackle, rods, flies, 
minnows, &c., and I am ready to admit I spend £100 per annum at Redditch. 
What member of the trade is independent of Redditch ? I am certain not one, 
so I cannot be an enemy to Redditch—far from it—but to the inferior quality 

f stuff sent out, manufactured (as one of my opponents say) in the winter, and 
ought for a small sum by men who are only needle makers in the small way, 
or needle hardeners. If these men were driven off the ground, the respectable 


appreciated, and gentlemen who have often when in a sporting locality run 
short of flies seek the local men who are supplied by these pack-men with 
«* Redditch refuse,’’ both needles and flies at 8s. 6d. per gross. The men who 
sell them write letters, talk well, aud speak of ‘‘ their factory,” and the fisher- 
men, being disgusted, are obliged to start making themselves, May I say that 
the gut at 8s. 6d. per 1,000, hooks 2s. 6d. per 1,000, are the grand material 
they are made from. Judson’s dyes make the white hen’s feather pink, blue, 
or dun colour, and, after an hour’s fishing, these rubbish are another fly alto- 
gether. First a dark, then a lighter, until, as a natural fly that has been alive 
a short time gets lighter, so does this artificial. But my letter will be read by 
respectable, sensible men, who know that this remark of change of colour of 
flies is a farce, ahumbug; and men who have used this argument cannot at all 
be admitted to know much about artificial flies, and this argument must fall. 
One of my Birmingham opponents says that the flies made by a neighbour of 
Mr. Guise are as likely to rank under the head of a lobster as a fly. Perhaps 
Mr. Guise, with his great amount of fly- making knowledge, will tell his readers 
how many flies his women turn out per day, what are his prices per gross, and 
would he accept my challenge to meet you at your office, and make a fly under 
your inspection, and then go to any stream you appoint, and fish me for £1? 
J think he would be better able to say I had a motive in writing then, and your 
readers would be glad of my invitation to meet us there. I repeat, I have seen 
many of the Redditch copies of Cuteliffe’s flies, which are as much like flies as 
beetles, May I ask Mr. Guise, the champion of Redditch, will he send three 
of his own fowls ta your office, or a trio of pluckings of cock’s hackles from 
his own stock, and challenge me about my knowledge? EF do not frequent 
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any country publican’s, and take the ‘sour swipes”’ he talks about ; but, as 
I have written about flies, and he replies, I must ask Mr. Guise to accept 
these challenges, or tell your readers he is not Mr. Guise, the fishing tackle 
maker, but some other trade where he can warm his hands all the year round, 
do a little letter writing, but can only tell about flies (which knowledge can 


-be had in any boy’s 6d. book). 


Ihave had some anonymous letters, which I do not connect with anyone ; 
but, if any person would write in a proper manner, you would not refuse to 
admit his letter. I had intended not to have written, but, as I have advocated 


” Cutcliffe’s flies for Devon, and, as you are aware, I have only had that point 


in view, many of your correspondents have thought I had all flies upon the 
carpet ; but I assure your readers I had only the flies named in my first letter. 
I regret if I have pained any of the Redditch fly tiers; but I intenced to spur 
them to quality, not quantity, and should advise those who have their living 
to get to make the best, and I am sure Messrs. Allcock, Warner, Harrison, 
Bartlett, Avery, and Oakley will buy them, and b> always ready to encourage 
their efforts to make good flies; but for the many little needle hardeners and pack- 
men to push themselves about only brings contempt upon the honest and in- 
dustrious good fly tiers. Of course, there are, and will be ever, men ready to 
buy cheap goods and nasty ; but good flies will always sell and get themselves 
a name. : 
Cutcliffe’s flies are most backl: not winged, and it takes the natural furs 
and hackles to match his patterns, which requires a breeding of fowls; and, 
where the colour is so much at stake (and I believe it is always necessary), fly 
tiers have a great liking to have good cock’s hackles to match, and, when we 
find a blue upright made with ginger smoky blue, rust colour, and even badger 
hackles, the fly becomes another fly ; and then, as I had suggested a standard 
colour, a doubt could have been settled. A good smoky blue feather is often 
called silver dove colour; and I am sure, if I were to say a heron’s blue body 
and dove-coloured hackle, one would be confused. But if I said 4 
strip from a heron’s blue wing and hackle to match, smoky (colour) blue 
light, one would settle that fly. Again, say a rat’s colour fur (water rat), and 
hackle to match, one would know the blues, as herons’, and water rats’ fur 
are all alike—we could easily define the colour ; and I intended to have sug- 
gested some kind of standard. Many fishermen do not know the great variety 
of shaces of colour in hackles, and, when one reads descriptions of the old 
flies, we can scarcely understand what the fly is. The red palmer is often 
made with every shade of red, even to a black centred red; and I am sure no 
fly is so much altered as this. I have had ten sorts of them to make for differ- 
ent people—the peacock green, red, and dark, mixed with each, and light 
red, blood red, black centred, different shades; and, when they get into 
another’s hands, they are called different flies. The blue upright is a 
fly we use in Devonshire a great deal, and having many different sorts, I will 
just name some. Peacock herl (I will promise the Redditch champion I will 
not divulge how the herl is prepared): take a dark one, tail to match, and 
leave a rib of yellow silk between each round, hackle dark blue, and bald 
coots’ wings, two strips. Another, light brown with white centre, a ginger 
tail with a silver tag and a rusty blue hackle, and, if winged, starling. Another, 
same, without silver tag, and a good blue colour of water rat’s 
fur, and if winged, some water bird. Another, slightly, stain 
the herl yellow, and honey dun’s hackle, with snipes’ wings. Another, 
good Devonshire fly is hares’ flax and brown fox, some shade mixed 
with silver twist. And then comes the difficult matter which Devon- 
shire can well boast it difficult to match, viz., the rusty hackle. If Mr. Guise 
can match this fly wlth his great stock of fly materials, he has a prize, and 
Redditch will be coming in droves to find his factory to have a glimpse at it, 
and he will then be able to send his representative to many towns in Devon, 
and even I would buy of them. I shall be glad to give any particulars of any 
flies Cutcliffe writes on to any of your readers through your columns, and my 
only motive, if I have any, is for the sportsman’s benefit. 
One of your correspondents ask which fly I can make two dozen per hour 
of? One of the blue uprights without wings, hares’ ear, and red palmer, be- 
sides others, 
In all flies colour is indispensable. Some like the neighbour of Mr. Guise, can- 
not make but arough fly; and as my letter is only written upon flies, perhaps 
Mr. Guise {as I have stuck to my flies), will take my motive up and challenge 
the world as the best shape fisherman, but I must tell him he cannot make a 
sulky fish take the best-made shape before colour. I hope, sir, I have not 
taken your valuable space up in this my letter, and I hope Mr. Guise will not 
be ready with a well tempered needle to stop my pen, or I may have to fly 
away and leave him beside the fire, with the needle red-hot, which will be 
quickly cooled and tempered if dropped into oil. Wishing Mr. Guise a merry 
Christmas and yourself and readers the same, I am, &c., J. RowE. 
Barnstaple. 
[This correspondence about flies and fly-making has brought out many points 
of interest, but we think quite as much as is necessary has now been said on the 
subject. Anything more mean than an abusive anonymous letter we do not 
know.—ED ] 





WATERPROOFING LINES. 

Srr,—I (and, I dare say, many of your readers) was much pleased with the 
comprehensive instructions given by Mr. House in his able letter contained in 
your last week’s issue. I am somewhat timid, however, of ‘‘tackling’’ the 
difficulties which he there ‘throws out,’”? and think that to purchase the 
necessaties needed would require an expenditure to amateurs approaching the 
price of a ready-dressed line. Iam, however, very anxious to try a line prepared 
by the paraffin process ; will you, therefore, in your next issue inform me if 
such lines are prepared for sale, and by whom? I notice Mr. House’s kind 
offer to send samples of the preparation to secretaries of angling societies. 
Will he extend this favour to amateurs? or, preferably, would Mr. House 
prepare a line which I would send to him for that purpose, for which I should 
willingly pay a fair amount.—I am, &c., AMATEUR. 





RE-DRESSING FOR LINES. 

S1r,—Instead of using a watchmaker’s plate, split a claret cork half-way 
through, draw the end ofthe line into the slit, press the sides together tightly 
between the finger and thumb, and draw the line through the cork; holding 
the cork close over the warm composition, let it fall, and as itis drawn through 
on to a newspaper spread on the floor. The best way I can find to do this is 
to bend a piece of wire into a hollow ball, and wind the line ta be dressed on 
it. The composition penetrates much more freely, the ball unwinds quite 
smoothly by drawing it again once or twice through the tightly-closed palm or 
a piece of rag; it will clean off any surface dressing which may be left, This 
t find an inexpensive and very effective way.—I am, &<., i 
CHARLIE SQUTH, 
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THE WHEELDON TESTIMONIAL. 
Sin,—I beg to acknowledge the undermentioned additions to the list of sub- 
scriptions to the above fund :— 


4. S.- ds 
Maidenhead, Cookham, and Bray T.A.P.S. .. Are rae elo} 
W. Senior, Esq. .. 55 an Af ne cecal go lO 
R. C. Blundell of ae oc oe ap AOR OuLO 
Reading and District Angling Association 4 ie 5 eee : 
oO Io 


H. B. (Piscatorial) .. e es eo os ae Ic 
In last list the Cambridge Friendly Angling Society are down as giving £I Is. ; 
it should have been £1 3s.—I am, &c., M. H. Biamey, hon, sec. 





DEATH OF JOHN LARKHAM, OF BRECON. 

Srr,—I regret to have to announce the death of John Larkham, son of 
William Larkham, fishing rod maker, &c., Lianfaes, Brecon. A better 
fisherman could not be found in Great Britain. It was really a sight to see him 
fishing when the water was low and fine ; with creeper and caddis he was a 
marvel, and perfection of a hand in a wooded brook ; had unbounded judgment 
in pitching the bait under overhanging branches; a fly-fisher. par excel- 
lence —Iam, &c., E. MorGAan. 


Brecon. 





‘“*LLANYMYNECH.” 

Srr,—Answering ‘‘ Rus in Urbe,”’ I beg to inform him that at the above 
place in the river Vyrnwy excellent fishing may be had. Chub, roach, and 
perch of very finé size abound, and pike are plentiful. There is also good gray- 
ling fishing. I have a letter from Mr. L. J. Baugh, Cross Keys Hotel, Llany- 
mynech, stating the river is in first-class order just now tor bottom fishing.—I 
am, &c., R. WooLFa.t, hon. sec. 


The Liverpool Angling Association. 





MR. W. WELLS RIDLEY’S ADDRESS. 

S1r,—Mr. W. Wells Ridley’s address is given in the second edition of the 
¢¢ Official Catalogue of the Fisheries Exhibition,’”’ page 53. Mr. Ridley is not 
a manufacturer of lines, and is not connected in any way with the fishing-tackle 
trade. The lines exhibited by him were manufactured privately and solely for 
the use of himself and his friends.—I am, &c., H. A. H. 

Belfast. 





FEATHERS FOR FLIES WANTED. 

S1rR,—Where can I buy jungle cock and golden pheasant skias for fly- 
making ?—I am, &c., 
23, Wylva Road, Stanley Park, Liverpool. A. E. Hommes. 

[Doubtless many of our readers will be glad to answer this question direct, 
as several of our best fishing-tackle houses sell all materials for fly-making,— 


Eb. ] 





FISHING OFF VENTNOR. AT CHRISTMAS. 
THE YARE AT BRAvInG. 

S1r,—I should be much obliged if you would inform me, through the 
GAzxTre, if there is any good bass fishing to be had off Ventnor, Isle of Wight, 
at Christmas, best baits, &c.? I should also be much obliged if you, or any of 
your readers, could give me the name of a good fisherman there? Also could 
you tell me if the river which runs past Brading and Sandown is worth trying, 
what kinds of fish are there, and is the fishing free?—I am, &c., 

J. L. Mayzr. 

28, Harcourt Terrace, S.W., Nov. 25. 

[One of the best baits for sea bass is an American spoon. Messrs. Watson, 
of Holborn, have a fine selection of those made by Mr. Skinner, of New York, 
Mr. 8. is considered the best maker in the States, or one of the best. We 
think bass fishing is over now, but doubtless some reader will kindly inform 
us. The Yare used to be full of coarse fish and flounders, and probably is so 
now. We fished it many years ago close to Brading Station, but have an idea 
that the alterations in the harbour have altered the river in some way also.— 


Ep. ] 





TROUT CULTURE. 

Sir,—May I suggest that a valuable addition to the columns of the 
GAzETTE would be reports from fish culturists and others, as to the state of 
trout from week to week during the spawning season. 

The information contained in these reports would be invaluable to amateurs 
who have not the facilities for keeping trout in ponds for breeding purposes, 
and who have to go long distances to streams for ova, depending upon the re- 
ports of inexperienced people as to the state of the fish. 

The commencement of the spawning season and the period it lasts are subject 
to fluctuations according to the state of the weather, and localities differ to a 
considerable extent ; but if weekly reports could be obtained from a dozen or 
more places in England it would be a good guide to amateurs to be well on the 
look-out for spawning fish, and would prove an interesting study for comparison 
year by year. 

T would add that the average size of the fish 
reports.—I-am, &c., 

King’s Lynn Angling Association, Dec. I. 

[We think this a very excellent suggestion.—ED. ] 


should be mentioned in the 
H. BRADFIELD, 








DOES ANGLING PAY? 

I HAVE often asked myself, when engaged in fishing—‘‘ Does this 
thing pay? ’—and, having given the subject considerable thought, I 
will note down a few of my views here and now. I consider that it 
does pay in many ways. Here are some of them. 

1st. It gives us a change from our every-day life. Most of us work 
for our living. The clergyman, the physician, the lawyer, the banker, 
the business man, the bookkeeper, the salesman, the mechanic, the 
errand boy,——all, in their way, have occupations that tax their energies 
and use up their resources of muscle, brain and strength ; many vreak 
down from overwork and constant application, and, without some 
change or relaxation, would become wrecks long before their time. 
And there is nothing that will give the change and relief better than 


fishing. 
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An active, pushing, driving business man, if told to go to the country 
and rest, to lie still and do nothing but just ‘‘loaf,”’ would rebel, and 
say it could not be done in this case. He is so full of activity that he 
would be like a caged animal, restless, uneasy and unhappy. Now, 
take the same man, get him interested in fishing, let him makea 
study of the art, and he has something to occupy his time, and ta 
exercise his body, brain, and mind, but in a different channel from his 
every-day life. 

Some will say that you cannot interest everybody in fishing, This 
may be true, but it is only in very fewcases, and I have been surprised 
to see how few they are. I have taken men with me who declared that 
they never cared about fishing, could not take any pleasure in it, and 
did not know howto fish. These are the beginners—the A-B-C fellows: 
so deal gently with their lack of knowledge. Show them how to rig 
their tackle; how to bait their hooks; what changes are needed for 
different localities and waters; how to land their fish; how to take 
them off, and how to kill them. Now, I have met with many just such 
cases, and don’t know that I can recall one that has not taken fo it. 
and in the majority of cases they are most zealous, active, and un- 
tiring fishermen of my acquaintance. They are ready every time to 
go fishing ; and after a while you have got to do your level best tc 
keep ahead of them in your scores. 

2nd. It is healthy. This is such a truism that discussion seems out 
of keeping. In the first place, it takes a man out in the fresh air and 
into the bright sunlight, away from study, desk, and shop. It gives 
the needed exercise: fills the lungs with air pure and clear; expands 
the chest ; gives the muscles firmness and elasticity; brightens the 
spirits, and cheers and invigorates the man all the way through ; and 
when, at the close of day, wearied, and yet happy, he returns with his 
catch of fish, note the relish and appetite he has for his supper. Noy 
tell me, is this not a healthy thing for such a man to do? 

3rd. Itis pleasant. ‘*What!” some one will say: ‘‘to travel off 
ever so far, and put on old clothes, and bait hooks with nasty worms, 
and handle the dirty, slimy fish, and get all wet and mussed up.” 
Well, if you look at it even in that light it is pleasant. But you have 
only named the unpleasant parts of the business, and if you fairly tried 
it, and found the benefit derived, you would look upon all these ‘‘ nasty” 
things as only a part of the pleasures, or rather, as ‘‘ a means to ac- 
complish the end.” r : 

Now, come with me and try a day’s fishing, and remember to keep 
your eyes open to take in all the beauties of nature, but don’t run off 
into botany and mineralogy, for this is a fishing trip. As we go 
through the fields and woods, how much do we find (if we look) to 
admire and wonder at. Thetrees, the wild flowers, the ferns, the 
rocks, the babbling brooks, the birds, insects, and innumerable things, 
animate and inanimate, that meet you at every turn, and give you 
food for reflection and study. 

Then the fishing itself! the baiting of the: hook, the quiet nibble, 
the strike, and then the battle—his struggles to escape, your efforts to 
prevent it—the final dash for liberty, and its failure, and your success 
in taking agood one. The casting of the fly, the strike, the battle, 
the victory of brains and skill over strength and brute force. Is there 
not a pleasure in this? And, at the close of the day, is there nota 
pleasure when you spread out your trophies before your friends ; when 
you tell them about the brave fight this one made, or how that one ran 
off all your line, and finally stopped only when you had to add strength 
to skill, and even then you had all you could do? 

Or take, if you choose, a day when you have fished under adverse 
circumstances. Soonafter starting the wind began to rise, making 
the waters rough and ugly. Rowing was hard work against such a 
wind and in such a sea—but did you think of turning back ? No, indeed! 
the difficulty only brought out more strongly the man that was in you, 
and you got down to your work with a fixed determination to win. And 
you did. Then when the rain began to pour down, and the water 
trickled down your back and leaked through the knees of your pants, 
did you reel up your line and go back to shelter! I guess not; for you 
argued that you were aboutas wet as you could be, and a little rain 
never hurt a man as long as he kept at work; and, just at that time, 
the fish kept you busy, for they did bite splendidly. And then when 
the sun came out and dried up all the moisture, you felt proud of your 
fine lot of fish caughtin the rain, proud that you had pluck enough 
to take things as they came, and not to be bluffed by adverse circum- 
stances. 

One feature I have not named, and that, to me, isa grand one. In 
fishing, you are often alone—far away from every human being— 
alone with nature in its grandest forms, where art has not marred the 
scene or spoiled the landscape ; where you can see God’s_ handiwork 
in all its freshness and beauty; where your thoughts will be lifted 
above the paltry occupations and troubles of your daily life, and turned 
to the beauties of nature as developed in the vegetable, animal, an 
mineral worlds, and thus made a happier and better man. . 

One of our millionaires, now over eighty years of age, has said: “Ii 
I had my lite to live over again, I would go fishing three days every 
week” ; and so would I—éf Z could, 4 

JAMES RIDDLE, JUN., in Zhe American Angler. 


[We feeia kind 0’ as though we should like to shake your hand, 
Mr. J. R., jun., and so will every angler who reads your words.— 
Ep.] , 








Gronce JAmas Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully ‘invite: 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trialis all that is required 
from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuine ornot. Patronised by 
some of the best fishermen of the day. ~All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices: 
Point Flies, 2s, 6d. pec Dozen; .Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—(ApDvtT.) : 


Deo, 15, 1883] 
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Se Cok ele Coa 


Communications relating to the Literary Department, Fishing Tackle for Notice, Books 
tor Review, &c., must be addressed to the Editor of the Fisuinc GazgttTE, No. 12, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS, | 


unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. ; t 
Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 


of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such - 


communications. . 

Tur Fisninc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs, W 
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Provinces, 





ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Annual Subscription, payable in advance, for the United Kingdom is 8s,; orpos 
free, ros, 6d. 

Toanypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, the Annual Subscription, 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 
All communications respecting Advertisements must be addressed to the Manager ot 
Tue Fisuinc Gazette, No. 12, Fetter Lane, London, E,C. 
Irish Agency—Mr. T. E. Fitz-Patrick, 3, O’Meara Terrace, Clonliffe, Dublin. 
American Office and Agency, Mr. De Witt C. Lent, 30, Park Place, New York, 
N.B.—All Remittances must be sent, and all Cheques and Muney Orders must be made 
payable to Messrs.Sampson Low, MArsron, AnD Co., the Proprietors, 
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PISCATORIAL SCRAPS. 


4 By AsC.eus 


Gees NG with pith and brains was promised to bea 
leading feature of this week’s scraps; and were I to tell half 

_that happened to me on snowy, blusterous, marrow-freezing, 
fishless Thursday week, it would not only be a prominent feature, 
but the only one for this and many weeks to come. It would 
afford me infinite pleasure to fulfil my promise, but I have been 
‘reminded that piscatorial politics is my department, and not pith 
and brains. Do please allow me one paragraph. 


Seven hours on one of the best chub rivers in England, and ‘in 
a portion most strictly preserved, patiently fishing with the most 
deadly—if properly manipulated—bait that can be offered, and 
not a fish. Holes quiet and deep, with a slow stream at their 
outer edges, and nota fish. Eddies gentle and rapid, deep and 
shallow, and nota fish. Six-foot, steady-flowing, straight runs, 
under high banks and overhanging willows, and not a fish. Yet 
this day and the succeeding one will stand out in bold and 
pleasing relief when days of genial weather and great successes 
shall have been forgotten. The wind blew, the blinding snow 
snew, the line froze, and the fish refused to bite, but my friend’s 
pluck and kind attention never failed; move where I would, be 
quick or slow, he was ever at my heels, with the bait-can of 
chopped brains and the 13 inch of ready-skinned pith, yet not 
a fish. 

* * ¥ * * * 

Ihave to thank the Editor for calling my attention to Mr. 
Geen’s paper, ‘‘ The Better Organisation of the London Anglers.” 
I have searched through my back numbers of the FisHinG GAZETTE, 
and find it in that of June znd. After reading the paper with 
great care, I am led to offer a suggestion that it be circulated in 
pamphlet form, so that every London angler may have an oppor- 
tunity of studying the critical position in which his interests at 
present stand, together with the practical scheme therein laid 
down for their improvement. 

: * * * * * * 


I hope that it will not be taken for granted, from the above, 
that Iam in favour of the practice of printing every paper pre- 
pared by anglers. Iconfess that I have heard some read with 
much interest during the past year, which, when looked at closely, 
have made me feel as disenchanted as if I had gone behind the 
scenes at the Alhambra. 

* * * * * * 

Wherein or with whom lies the difficulty of amalgamation? 
Are there vested interests of which we must speak with bated 
breath, and is it possible that some half dozen men only are 
averse to the scheme, and that they, and they alone, stop the 
way? Are the wishes and interests of the 4,127 men enrolled 
with the associations to stand for naught, and are there_none 
among these thousands with sufficient energy and pluck to make 


their voices heard in favour of less waste and more efficient work ? 
Can it be possible that the spirit of disunion is so widespread and 
huckster-shop-like that even the Gresham Society desires to feed 
it by taking privilege tickets from all three associations? If so, 
it is time that someone undertook to speak out plainly, so that 
some of the mists, shams, and make-believes may not remain 
coated with the halo derived from self-congratulation. 
al * * * * * 


I am told that the solicitors for the appellant in the Heigham 
Sounds case wrote a strong letter to the West Central Association 
asking for £10 as a donation from the 2,300 anglers which that 
association represents. Just one penny per head; yet this sum 
could not be sent forthe best of all reasons. It was urged that 
those who were fighting the battle were not doing so in their own 
interests but that of the angling public, inasmuch as they had been 
offered permission to fish in the event of their consenting to ask 
for it. Our impotency, as a body, is indeed deplorable if we 
cannot under such circumstances raise a poll-tax of one penny. 

* * * * *% * 


The proposed weir.—I understand that the committee formed 
for the purpose of inducing the Thames Conservators to build a 
weir below Richmond are as sanguine of success as ever. I 
cannot help admiring their pluck, and they have my best wishes; 
but if words mean anything, Sir Frederick Nicholson has made 
his mind up that it will not come off. He is reported to have 
said, ‘‘On a previous occasion we had the honour of receiving a 
deputation advocating the construction of a weir which you have 
come here to say is unnecessary, and would prove highly detri- 
mental to many important interests on the river’s banks. We 
look upon the first deputation as representing the pleasure seeker, 
and upon this as representative of business and trade; you may, 
therefore, rely upon the views which you have expressed receiving 
the most careful attention of this board.” 

“Thames Fishermen’s Provident and Benefit Society.”—Will 
some kind reader be good enough to tell me where this society 
holds out ?—that is, of course, if it’s still holding out, I havea 
very pressing case—need I say tts not that of a professional 
fisherman, waiting to subscribe. 


By a friend who was present.—‘‘ The presentation of the testi- 
monial to Mr. Wheeldon, in the Duke’s Saloon at the Holborn 
Restaurant, was a far greater success than could at one time have 
been reasonably expected. Just previous to sitting down letters 
and telegrams were constantly reaching Mr. Blamey apologising 
for non-attendance, and rumours were rife that not only Mr. 
Spreckley was too unwell, but that the Hamlet of the piece had 
not sufficiently recovered from his serious mishap to get his 
doctor’s permission to be present. ‘Here comes Spreckley!” 
was welcomely echoed, and soon afterwards Wheeldon, jun., 
announced that his father was in the building. If we makea 
slight allowance for all these drawbacks, which undoubtedly made. 
themselves felt at first, but only for avery short time, the evening 
must be classed as a very pleasant and successful one. About thirty 
sat down, and each and all seemed delighted at taking part in 
doing honour to our old friend Wheeldon. The speech of the 
evening, by Mr. Spreckley, was a very hearty one, and was 
cheered to the echo. The dinner was splendidly served.” 

i #* * * * * 

By myself.—Subscribing to a testimonial gives those benefited 
by valuable and lengthened services a pleasant and substantial 
way of expressing their gratitude, which all ought gladly to avail 
themselves of. If we may judge by the hearty. reception which 
Mr. Wheeldon invariably receives, go where he may, among 
anglers, the purse presented to him on Tuesday evening should 
be a very heavy one; but be the amount what it may, I could still 
wish it more, as besides his many other merits I know him to be 
a free giver to every appeal. 

* * * * * % 

In looking over the long list of subscribers I noticed the 
“Reading and District Preservation Society’ has given two 
guineas. As Ihave a great deal more faith in this society than 
some others on the Thames, I shall hope that the secretary, Mr. 
Butler, will be able to inform us that this amount was given 
privately, and did not come from funds which were subscribed 
for a totallydifferent purpose to that of testimonial giving. 

There are whispers—soft and low, of course—that a well-known 
and much-respected angler is about to lead a pretty, blue-grey 
eyed, winsome Devonshire lass to the hymeneal (good word) altar. 
Many are expecting an invitation, and if to their numbers are 
added his many admirers who would like to be present, the 
village church won’t hold them. I’m going—if invited—to see 


the bonny boy spliced, and I don’t mind confessing that I want 
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to see the happy girl and her pretty sister. It would be strange— 
would it not —if anyone met with two sisters so much alike in 
manner, disposition, and beauty as to necessitate the tossing of 
a copper (on the sly, of course) before he could decide which he 
was ‘going for.” But these two ladies are so much alike that 
no fellow could possibly have a preference for either ; therefore, 
toss a copper he must. Tae ws 








PRESENTATION OF A TESTIMONIAL TO MR. HERBERT 
TRENDELL. 
Q)N the part of the British and Foreign Newspaper Press, 
represented at the Fisheries Exhibition of 1883, Mr. 
Herbert Trendell, chief of the Literary Department, was on 
Friday evening, Dec. 7, entertained at dinner in the room of the 
Piscatorial Society, at Ashley’s Hotel, the occasion being the 
presentation of a gold watch and chain, value fifty guineas, 
icgether with an illuminated scroll bearing the names of the 
subscribers. “The chairman was Mr. S. J. Mackie, of the 
Standard, president of the testimonial fund, who had on either 
hand the Messrs. Trendell, senior and junior, the vice-chairman 
being the Chevalier P. Bicker-Carten (honorary secretary); and 
there were present Mr. Godfrey Turner, of the Telegraph, Mr. 
Winter, Mr. Henry Lee, Mr. R. B. Marston, of the FisHING 
GazettE, Mr. Davey of the dJorning Post, Colonel J. Ellis (Per- 
sian Consul-General), Mr. Arthur Diosy (Austro-Hungarian 
Commissioner), and other official representatives of countries in 
different parts of the world. 
Many excellent speeches were made, and the company separated 
at a late hour after spending a most enjoyable evening. 








PUBLIC DINNER AND PRESENTATION OF A TESTI- 
MONIAL TO MR. J. P. WHEELDON. 


THERE has for some time been a determination amongst the anglers 
of the Thames and the Lea to offer to Mr. J. P. Wheeldon a sub- 
stantial recognition of the esteem in which he is held, and for the 
services which he has rendered to the cause and interests of true and 
legitimate angling. 

Mr. M. H. Blamey came to the front in the matter, and in the 
capacity of honorary secretary and treasurer was most energetic 
in bringing it to a successful result. Mr. Thomas Spreckley, 
with his accustomed kindness, accepted the position as chairman of 
the committee. 

When the movement was completed it was determined to supple- 
ment the testimonial with a public dinner, as an additional complix 
ment to Mr. Wheeldon. 

The Holborn Restaurant, which has now become so much the home 
of the London anglers, and where the catering for the angling clubs 
who hold their annual dinners trere has given such great satisfac- 
tion, was unanimously selected for the dinner, and on Tuesday even- 
ing last, in the Duke’s Saloon, the testimonial dinner took place, 
under the presidency of Mr. Thomas Spreckley, with Mr. M. H. 
Blamey in the vice-chair. 

There were also present :—Messrs, J. H. Clark, J.P, (Maidenhead), 
J. T. Carrington, J. P. Wheeldon, T. R. Sachs, F. H. Lemann, T. 
Huggett, W. H. Brougham, C. P. Wheatstone, P. Geen, F. C. Hat- 
field, T, Crumplen, E, H. Blamey, Albert Smith, J. W. Gant, W. T. 
Cosier, Dr. Brunton, H. B. Brown, H. Gray, T. Woodman, &c. 

A most exquisite dinner was admirably served up, and gave the 
greatest possible satisfaction. After the loyal toast, Mr. Thomas 
Spreckley proceeded with the real business portion of the evening, 
and in the presentation of the testimonial to Mr. Wheeldon said it 
was to him a very pleasing duty to perform, though he regretted the 
absence of many whose faces were well known to him. There was no 
pleasure equal to that of affording pleasure to others, and which had 
been the aim of Mr. Wheeldon’s life. It was true that some had 
greater abilities than others, and to them there were greater respon- 
sibilities in dealing with them. Mr. Wheeldon’s early writings in 
Bell’s Life on ‘The Angling Resorts near London”? had given a 
large amount of pleasure, and had no doubt improved the minds of 
numbers ofanglers. It was on his separation from the staff of Bel/’s 
Life the idea originated of presenting him with a testimonial, and he 
was sure the guineas which had been contributed to it had given real 
pleasure to the givers, and a kindly feeling was expressed in every 
penny of it. Mr, Wheeldon’s influence at angling meetings had been 
most beneficial, and he had done some good service in his speeches 
on sportsmanlike principles, in his determined opposition to the 
steam-launches, and his musical talent in the club rooms. He had 
shown great power in the press as a teacher, and his literary works 
on angling subjects had given immense pleasure and profit to all. 
He had now the pleasure of offering to Mr. Wheeldon this testi- 
monial, the following inscription being on the flat leather purse in 
which the money was inclosed :—‘* One hundred guineas presented 
to James Parker Wheeldon by his angling friends, in recognition of 
his literary efforts in the cause of angling, 11th December, 1883.” 

Mr. J. P. Wheeldon, who had scarcely recovered from his recent 
accident, remarked the present was the proudest moment of his life 
but he should have liked to have seen a greater number of his friends 


present on the occasion. When at home he should remember all the 
good wishes and feelings that had been expressed towards him. He 
was glad to see Mr. Spreckley present, who had only just recovered 
from an accident, and from a similar cause he (Mr. Wheeldon) was 
afraid he should not have been present. He had now been connected 
with the press for nine years, and he could say without fear of con- 
tradiction he had never made an enemy. Wherever he went he was 
always met with a friendly grip of the hand. He was glad to find 
that his friends in the Piscatorial Society had so largely contributed 
to the amount of the testimonial. In conclusion, he heartily thanked 
them for their kindness. 

Mr, J. I. Carrington then proposed ‘‘ The Thames and Lea Pre- 
servation Societies,”’ and pleasingly referred to what Mr. Spreckley 
had done for the Thames. He remarked that throughout the country 
so little was done in preserving the rivers and increasing the stock of 
fish beyond the Thames and the Lea. He thoroughly believed in fish 
culture and the rearing of fish as the best methods of keeping up a 
head of fish, and concluded by making some practical remarks on 
that subject. The name of Mr. W.H. Brougham was coupled with 
the toast. 

Mr. W. H. Brougham observedthatas the real object of the evening 
was to accord their good wishes to Mr. Wheeldon, he should not refer 
to the business portion of the toast, only remarking there was a time 
when the Thames Angling Preservation Society was the only one, and 
now other portions of the river and the Lea had their associations. 
Mr, J. H. Clark was present as the representative of the Maiden- 
head Association, and he would be able to tell them something of 
what had been done that day in his portion of the river. 

Mr. J. H. Clark, in the course of some practical and complimen- 
tary remarks, said he had that morning received from their head 
river keeper a telegram informing him that one hundred fine trout 
had that day been turned into the river, and inviting the London 
anglers not only to come and try for them when the season arrived, 
but to support his association, which was in need of it. 

Mr. Thomas Huggett gave ‘‘The Angling Clubs of London,” 
which was a toast that would receive great cordiality amongst them. 
He could tell them that his becoming a member of the Piscatorial 
Society was one of the happiest events of his life. He regarded the 
angling clubs as so many schools to teach anglers the true principles 
of sport, and especially, as was the case in his society, to kill only 
big fish. He concluded a capital speech by urging upon all anglers 
to become members of angling clubs. Mr. Geen was coupled with 
the toast. 

Mr. P. Geen, in his usual eloquent style, briefly responded to the 
toast, and expressed himself satisfied the angling clabs must con- 
tribute largely to the pleasures of anglers. 

Mr J. P. Wheeldon said he had a pleasant task to perform: it was 
to give the health of their chairman, whose name was dear to every 
angler, and a household word in all angling circles. He freely gave time 
and money; his whole heart was in the cause. He laboured to benefit 
the poor brethren of the rod. The T.A.P.S,, with Mr. Spreckley 
at its head, had made their portion of the Thames fifty times better 
than it was ten or twelve years ago, and he had succeeded in making 
it a successful fishery. ; 

Mr. Thomas Spreckley, in the course of his reply, said the good 
that had been done was an evidence of what could be done by united 
efforts, and concluded by referring in favourable terms to the general 
character ofthe New Thames By-laws. P 

Mr. T. Crumplen gave ‘‘ The Press,” and coupled with it the name 
of Mr. J. T. Carrington, who briefly replied. 51 

Mr. F. H. Lemann, in avery interesting speech, gave ‘“‘ The Health 
of the Vice-Chairman,” and referred to his praiseworthy efforts in 
getting up the testimonial. 

Mr. M. H. Blamey, in graceful words, responded. F 

The musical arrangements were very good, Mr. Kift presiding 
most efficiently at the pianoforte, and some capital songs were well 
rendered by Messrs. T. Woodman, Albert Smith, E. H. Blamey, « 
Thomas, Kift, and Alfred Moore. ; B. 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


THE ordinary weekly meeting of the above society was held at the 
Mason's Hall Tavern, on Tuesday evening, the chair being occupied 
by Mr. G. Austin. The minutes having been read, Mr. C. Young 
was proposed as a member, the ballot being fixed for the 1st 
proximo. Onthe motion of Mr. Lake, seconded by Mr. Young, it 
was decided that the two prizes to be given in the jack competition 
on Tuesday next are to be awarded for the two heaviest fish. Mr. 
Parker exhibited some fish, which he had kept wholesome for three 
weeks by means of boracic acid, Mr.’,Parker’s object in doing so 
was to show the members that fish taken can, by means of this pre~ 
setvative, be kept for a long period in a fit state to be shownat the 
meetings, a difficulty which has ho doubt often prevented the society 
having very good trays on the table. The society has now, through 
the kindness of Mr. Houghton, secured the right of fishing the Alres- 
ford Pond, Alresford, Hants. Mr. Lake, having relieved Mr. Austin ~ 
of the duties of the chair, the rest of the business was concluded, and 
after a vote of thanks had been passed to both gentlemen for their 
able chairmanship, a very pleasant evening was concluded with the 
usual musical selections. ig 





‘ 
» 


To OuR READERS.—We shall feel grateful to any of our read ers who will” 
kindly send us the addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FISHING GAZETTE. Please address Editor of FrsHinc GAZETTE 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, F.C, — Sige net y 


- previous ones. 


‘a visit. —J. WoRLEDGE. 
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CLUB REPORTS. 


AMICABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Dwelley saved the club from a blank on the gth by weighing in one 
chub, 2 lb. 43 oz., also roach and dace. The Thirty-first Annual Supper took 
place on Monday, when thirty-five of the members sat down to a most excel- 
lent repast provided by Mrs. Petitt, the hostess. Ample justice was done to 
the viands—boiled leg of mutton, roast leg of mutton, roast beef, veal and 
ham, followed by plum pudding, tarts, celery, and cheese. The ooly regret 
was that some of the members were conspicuous by their absence. After the 
cloth was removed harmony was commenced by Mr. Field, who sang “ Dear 
Friends of Old’? at the request of the worthy chairman, Mr. A. C. Medcalf, 
who pleaded inability through indigestion. Mr. Dacey, ‘‘ Jack’s Yarn’? ; Mr. 
Chevalier, ‘I'm a Happy Man”? (and he looked one); Mr. Taylor, ‘‘ The 
Stowaway’’; Mr. Larkman, ‘‘ One More Glass Before We Part”? (and he 
had several after that) ; Mr. Harding, ‘« Over the Stile, Mary’? ; Mr. Russell, 
‘‘Blue Alsatian Mountains’’; Mr. Meredith, ‘ I’ll be Happy To-day’ ; Mr. 
Bell, ‘‘ Lots of Fun in London”? (encore, ‘Same Old Hat ”); Mr. Huckle, 
“ Muddle Puddle Porter’? ; Mr, Cox, ‘* Tinkle, Hinkle, * Tay 725" Mr, 
Richardson, ‘‘Give Me a Grip of Your Hand’’; Mr. Cox (encore), ‘* It’s 
wicked, it’s naughty, it’s Nice,” &c. Mr. Medcalf proposed the health of 
the hostess, and spoke in very glowing terms of the admirable manner in which 
everything was provided. It was drunk with musical honours, and responded 
to by Master Petitt on behalf of his mother. Mr. Shepherd recited the 
“Roll Call.’? Mr. Kelson sang ‘ We'll all be Happy and Gay, my 
Boys,’’ written by himself (encore, ‘ Trial by Jury’); Mr. Richardson, 
‘When You Have Money You're a Brick’? ; Mr. Field,‘* The Thorn.’’ 
(encore, *‘I Told Them I Would Marry’’); Mr. Robinson, sen., ‘‘ The 
Mermaid ”?; Mr. Edwards, ‘* The Midshipmite”’ (encore, ‘*Tom Bowling). 
Pianist fom the Carlyle Club and members of the same were thanked for the 
able manner in which they had contnbuted to the harmony of that evening and 

On this occasion over twenty attended. The secretary pro- 
posed ‘‘ Success to the Carlyle and its Members,’? which was done with 
musical honours. Mr. Kelson responded. Mr. Hill sang ‘Dot and Carry 
One’”’ (encore, ‘‘ Full Inside’’). During the evening the follo wing prizes were 





. given for the season :—Messrs. Robinson, sen , length of doeskin ; Robinson, 


jun., value tos. 6d.; Taylor, tos. 6d.; Partrick, 15s.; Dacey, Ios. 6d.; 
Dwelley, pair of trousers; Carrington, ros. 6d. and 53. ; Bryant, 12s. 6d. ; 
Squire, tos. 6d. ; Wicks, tos, 6d.; Marshall, 15s. ; Medcalf, 15s. ; Larkman, 
tea service ; Holliday, tos. 6d. ; Farebrother, silver watch ; Chevalier, ro. 6d. ; 
Bond, tos. 6d.; Brearley, tos. 6d.; Arnold, ros. 64, ; Harding, tos. 6d. ; 
Binks 10s. 6d. Wanting only a few minutes to two o’clock, a vote of thanks 
was given to the chairman, Mr. C. A. Medcalf, and vice, Mr. §S. Partrick. 
The annual distribution of prizes will take place on Wednesday, December 
19th, when brother anglers and friends will do us an honour if they will pay us 


ANGLERS’ BENEVOLENT SOCIETY. 

Tn my last week's report, it should have been donation of 5s. from *C, A, 
McCluer,”” of the Duke of Cornwall Angling Society. Mr. Manning and the 
secretary of the Anglers’ Benevolent Society attended (by invitation) a special 
meeting of the West Green Angling Society, held at the Fountain, West Green 
Road, Tottenham, to explain the objectsof the Anglers’ Benevolent Society. 
There was a numerous attendance of members and several friends from 
the Edmonton and Tottenham Angling Society. Mr. Manning addressed the 
meeting at great length, and was very favourably received. The society was 
pleased to receive a donation box, which was immediately put into practical 
use by being passed round the room, After a few remarks from Mr. Ghurney, 
the majority of the members present promised to give in their names and sub- 
scriptions to their secretary, to be forwarded. This is a very flourishing young 
society, having been established only this year. It has already over forty mem- 
bers, some of them old Lea anglers.—R, GHuRNEY, sec. 

N.B.—The meeting took place on Wednesday last, December 12th. 


j BIRKENHEAD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

This associati-n, which has been in existence but a month, and numbers over 
thirty members, he'd its inaugural dinner on the 6th inst. at the Old Post Office 
Hotel, Birkenhead. The dinner was set out in the club room, and was attended 
by members and friends to the number of forty-five. The walls of the dining- 
room were hung with rods, creels, bait cans, and pike traces of various descrip- 
tions, which, together with numbers of live fish in globes, caught by members, 
and ferns and flowers for table decoration, kindly lent by Mr. T. D. Smith, also 
a member, had a very pleasing and piscatorial effect. The catering was such 
as to call for general approval. After the good things had been done jusiice 
to, and all had gone ‘¢ off the feed,’’ the tables were cleared, and the 1emainder 
of the evening devoted to conviviality. The president opened the proceedings 
by proposing, in a very neat and loyal speech, ‘*The Queen and Royal 
‘Family,’’ which was responded to in a manner unmistakably sincere, the com- 
pany rising and singing the chorus to Mr. A. Curwell’s solo of the ‘* National 
Anthem.”’ After drinking the toast in a bumper, we next proceeded to the 
toast of ‘‘ The Birkenhead Anglers’ Association,” coupled with the name of 
the President, which was proposed by Mr. J. H. Rogers, and responded to by 
the company singing “‘ For he’s a jolly good fellow,’’ and, the President having 
thanked them for the honour conferred tpon him in electing him the first 
president, and wishing the association every success, the next toast was that 
of **The Officers,”? coupled with the name of the hon. secretary, which was 
proposed by Mr. F.. Poole, who flatteringly alluded to the assiduous measures 
in which the duties of the secretary had been performed. In replying to the 
toast, the hon. secretary gave a concise statement of the objects of the asso- 
ciation, and, in thanking the company for the enthusiastic manner in which 
they had received the toast, desired to add the name of the treasurer (which was 
later on specially done), who had rendered him the most valuable aid in tha 
preliminaries of the formation of the association. That of ‘* The Visitors’? was 
next proposed by the treasurer, who remarked that he trusted he should be 
able at the first reunion to include them in the toast of ‘* The Members.”’ Mr. 
Burnside and Captain Blow responded. ‘‘The Committee,’’ coupled with 
the names of Messrs. E. T. Turpin and John Fairs, was next proposed by the 
hon. secretary, who, from contact with them officially, was deemed best able 
to accord them the credit they deserved, and, both the gentlemen having re- 

lied, Mr. Burnside, with great alacrity, rose to do the honour of the toast of 
‘¢ The Treasurer ’’ (who resides on the premises), and in doing so paid him the 
credit of always being desirous of conducing to the harmony of the meetings by 
his geniality. The next and last, but not least, pleasing duty was that of pro- 


posing “‘ The Ladies,’’ which, by default, but not as wanting in gallantry, was 
left to the hon. secretary, who, as a matter of course, apologised for his 
inatility to do the honour justice, but still essayed to make an effort which, 
however, was so far successful as to merit the response of Mr. George Mathi- 
son that nothing was left for him to’say. ‘The toasts were each received with 
musical honours, to which Messrs. A. Curwell, J. Fairs, J. Burnett, and John 
Edge contributed songs. The piano was most ably presided at by Mr. F, 
Alldritt, assisted by Mr. W. Renkin. The proceedings were brought to a close 
by the company singing ‘‘ God save the Queen.’’ It is to be trusted that the 
association, formed under such favourable auspices, will have for its future one 
of success. 


BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND PISCATORIAL ASSOCIATION. 
Tue fifth annual dinner of the gociety took place on Thursday ‘mght, at 
the Grand Hotel, Colmore Row. Mr. Councillor Oliver. Pemberton, the 
President, occupied the chair: Mr. Adams S. Parker, the vice-chair: and 
there were also present the Rev. Dr. Crosskey, Councillor Lawson Tait, Lieut. 
Colonel Burt, Messrs. John Allday (Treasurer), J. Allday, Jun., H. B, Sale, 
E. Hooper, A. Eaden, E. S. Cope, E. Haseler, R. Mann, T. Hanson, S. 
Thornton, A. Johnson, W. Reynolds, Jas. Gregory (Hon. Sec.), and about 
forty other gentlemen, members and friends of the Society. A number of 
prizes which had been competed for during the year were presented to the 
competitors, the principal prizes being as follows:—A silver cup, presented 
by Alan Bagot, Esq , one of the late Trent Conservators, for the largess number 
of specimen fish, won by Mr. Frank Jephcott; the Association’s prize for the 
best specimen fish, won by Mr. James Gregory; gold diamond pin, presented 
by Mr. John Allday, sen., won by Mr. Frank Jephcott, for the best roach 
I lb. 8 oz. ; goldsignet ring, presen‘ed by Mr. W. Sutton, for the best dace, won 
by Mr. James Gregory; an electro-plated cruet, presented by Mr. A. Johnson, 
for the best grayling, won by Mr. Wm. Reynolds; a best caue rod, reel, line, 
floats, and tackles, presented by Mr. W. C. Reynolds for the best trout, won by 
Mr. William Jephcott; an inkstand for 2nd best grayling, won by 
Mr. Adams Parker; a set of Gregory’s artificial baits, tackles, &c., 
presented by the Honourable Secretary for the best chub, won by Mr. 
Edwin Hooper, . After an excellent dinner provided by mine host, Mr. 
Arthur Field, to which good all-round justice was done, the president, 
in proposing the toast of the ‘‘Queen and the Royal Family,’’ alluded to the 
interest taken in the recent International Fisheries Exhibition by the Prince of 
Wales and the Duke of Edinburgh, and to the value of the movement on foot 
for the cheapening of fish to the public. The toastof the evening, ‘‘ The 
Birmingham and Midland Piscatoria] Association ”? was proposed in most 
eloquent terms by Dr. Crosskey, who painted a bright picture of the beauties 
of nature familiar to the votaries of the gentle craft, and the benefits to mind 
and body to be derived from a day by the river side. The health of the 
President, proposed by Mr. Edwin Hooper, was received with enthusiasm. The 
President, in responding, thanked the company for the cordial manner they had 
received his name. It was always a delight, after the troubles and cares of his 
profession, to have a day’s fishing, and meet the members of the association, of 
whom} he felt proud of being President. He had much pleasure to 
announce the success of the association at the Fisheries Exhibition. The 
Sitver medal awarded had come to hand, and something more substantial in 
the shape of a cheque for £20, which would be laid out for the benefit of the 
society. The health of the Vice-President was proposed by Mr. Robert Mann 
sen., and briefly responded to. Mr. S. Basnett, in proposing the good 
heal'h of the Treasurer, Mr. John Allday, remarked that it wis impossible 
to have a better or a more genial one, he was an ardent fillower of the 
gentle craft, and his purse was always at the command of the association when 
necessity required. Mr. Allday, in responding, assured the members it was a 
pleasure, and a labour of love, for him, at any time, to render any setvi-es. 
The balance in hand for the past year was not great, for the reason the money for 
the Yoxall Fishery had to be paid in advance. Doubtless the next year the 
financial balance would be better, but whether or no, the money would be laid 
out for the good of the association, and the benefit of its members. Tae 
President, in proposing the good health and prosperity of their hon. sec., Mr. 
James Gregory, spoke of the efficient manner he had conducted the business 
of the association since the commencement, and the services he had rendered 
them at the Internationil Fisheries’ Exhibition. The idea of exhibiting their 
cases of preserved fish had emanated from him. He had taken the matter in 
hand with a most satisfactory result. He kad much pleusure, as a slight token 
of their esteem, in presenting him, in the name of the association, with a small 
present, in the shape of a silver mounted liquor cabinet ; for although he was 
one of the most unpunctual of men, he was a clever angler, respected by all, 
and when he did put in an appearance, his business qualifications were undeni- 
able. Mr. Gregory, in responding, heartily thanked them for their handsome 
present, and said it was highty gratifying for him to learn his humble services 
were so much appreciated. Aslong as hehad their confidence to represent 
them as their hon. sec., nothing should be wanting on his part to 
conduct their business to their satisfaction and his own credit. It would be ego- 
tism to take all the credit of their success at the Fisheries; as he had received 
every assistance from the committtee, and notably from hisold friend Mr. 
Robert Mann, to whom he was very much indebted for the assistance he had 
rendered. The cabinet, which is a splendid work of art, was supplied by Mr. A. 
Johnson, Electro-plater, of Aston Street, Birmingham, and bears the following 
inscription : ‘‘ Presented to James Gregory, Esq., as a slight token in apprecia- 
tion of his services to the Birmingham and Midland Piscatorial Association as 
their Hon. Secretary for a period of five years. 
‘ OLIVER PEMBERTON T.R.E.S., President. 
‘* ADAMS PARKgR, Vice President. 
‘¢ JOHN ALLDAY, Senr., Treasurer.’’ 
The health of the donors of prizes, the committee, and the visitors, which 
were interspersed with songs and recitations, enabled those present to pass a 
very enjoyable and pleasant evening. 





BOUGHTON ANGLING CLUB, WORCESTER. 

The members met at their club house, the Star Tavern, St. John’s. The 
hon. secretary read the report, after a few remarks it was adopted, with a slight 
alteration, ‘There is a very good prospect before the members as regards sport 
for the next season. ‘Tey have some excellent reaches of water promised them 
upon the Teme; it is well stocked with trout, grayling, dace, roach, chub, perch, 
pike, gudgeon, and eel. There are also many flounders ; an angler took 271b. on 
one cay with the worm about 3} miles from Worcester. It is many years 
since I remember the like of that, though 20 years ago it was often done. Just 
to give you some idea of the fishing around us, I will give some of the best takes 
during the last season: Albert George, 6} brace of trout with the fly; J. A. 
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Griffin, 4 brace of trout and 5 brace of grayling on one evening, also with the 
fly, on the Lower Teme; J. A. Ganded, 72 dace, a brace and a half of grayling, 
and one trout in the space of 4} hours Jast September with the worm ; Mr. A. 
Bosworth caught in one day thirteen pounds of chub, dace, and roach; Mr. 
Hopkins took 6} brace of trout in one outing. There were many more good 
dishes of fish shown ; but those named are the best.-—J. A. Griffin, hon. sec. 

[Will be glad to see the paper you refer to, though we fearit can hardly con- 
tain much that is new.— Eb. | 


CAVENDISH ANGLING SOCIETY. 


We had an excellent show of jack on the 9th inst., contributed by Messrs. 
H. Reeve, Brett, Canton, Almond, Blackman, and Granfield ; Messrs. Elliott 
and Horley, roach. On Thursday, the 6th inst., Mr. T. Crumplen read his 
paper entitled, ‘‘ How to Re-Stock our Rivers.’’ After the various methods 
had been discussed, a resolution, heartily approving of Mr. Crumplen’s sugges~ 
tion of the utilisation of the ornamental waters of the public parks for the 
purpose of fish culture, was unanimously catried.—E. C. 


CITY OF LONDON ANGLING SOCIETY. 


On December 2nd one member only weighed in, Mr. Castell,-a few roach 
and a chub from the Thames at Wraysbury. Onthe 16th inst. we compete 
for prizes given by Messrs. Ritz and Davis, from the Rye House Bridge to 
the lock at St. Margaret’s. Our West Central visit took place on Wednesday, 
the 5th inst., above sixty anglers responding to our invitation. Mr. Thorling 
of the St. John’s Angling Society, ably filled the chair, faced by Mr. Payne, 
of the United Brothers, } eptford. Those who contributed to the enjoyment 
of the evening were Mr. Thorling, who sang ‘*The Warrior Bold’’; Mr. 
Payne, ‘‘ Kathleen Mavourneen’’; Mr. Jennings (Bostonians), ‘‘ Jack’s Come 
Home’’; Mr. Watkins, ‘‘ Honest Heart’’?; Mr. Burwash, *t Old Nigger’’; 
Mr. Parkins (City of London), ‘‘ Don’t Speak of a Man as You Find Him”? ; 
Mr. Matthews (St. John’s), ‘‘Playmate Jack’’; Mr. Bryant, ‘‘ Let the 
Trumpet Sound’; Mr. Whice (West Central), ‘‘The Skipper and His Boy”’ ; 
Mr. Gentry (City of London), ‘* Stowaway ’’; Mr. Roberts (Original Clerken- 
well), ‘‘Chamoeise Hunter’’; Mr. Cecil (Knights of Knightsbridge), ‘* Merry 
Family’? ; and Mr. Shearman (Crown), ‘* Dear Old Friends.’’ The following 
societies were represented ;—Amicable Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, Bostonian, 
City of London, Crown, Piscatorial, Hammersmith United, Knights of 
Knightsbridge, North- Western, St. John’s, and United Brothers, Deptford ; 
also the Ancher and Hone, Bermondsey Brothers, Original Clerkenwell, 
Piscatorial, West Cen'ral, and Bridgewater Brothers—fifteen clubs. The 
Convivial and three following clubs not being represented, the next visit will 
go to the Crown Piscatorial. Iam requested to thank those gentlemen who 
attended, and we will return their visit at the first opportunity.—Cas. 








CLAPHAM JUNCTION ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Since last report the only members that weighed in fish were Messrs. R. 
Banfield, W. Maslin, andG. Wilson. The members will fish on the 16th inst. 
at Datchet for Christmas prizes, from Albert Bridge to Old Windsor Lock, All 
members fo start by the 8.38 train Clapham Junction, and return by the 5.10 
train. Gress weights all fish to weigh,—E. WiLs0N, sec. 


The first smoking c:ncert of the season among the members and their 
friends of this scciety took place on the tith at the headquarters, Host 
Lerner’s, The York Minster, Foley Street, Portland Road. A good number of 
members attended, among whom were Messrs. J. Allen, sen. aud jun.; J. 
Green, J. Roach, W. Roach, B. Barnett, J. Stanton, T. Bigsby, Stoner, Crow, 
Sugwell, Chapman, Howler, Bragg, sen. and jun.; J. Jones, J. J. Jones, 
EK. Harrisson, Harper, Hotham, &c. Mr. Bigsby being indisposed, Mr. 
Allen, sen., was elected chairman, assisted by Mr. J. Jones. Mr. James 
S anton delighted the company during the evening with selections on the 
English concertina, Mr. J. Jones sang ‘‘ Looking Back’’ and ‘*You Will 
Remember Me’’; Mr. Allen, jun., ‘‘The Masher’’?; Mr. Bragg, jun., ‘‘ The 
Fire in the Grate’’; Mr. Keith, ‘‘ Out on the Ocean ;’?? Mr. Chapman, ‘‘ We 
never go to sea any more.’’ Mr. Tilley created much amusement with ‘‘ Old 
King Cole,’’ with his Fiddlers and his Parsons. Messrs. Harrisson, Green, 
Allen, sen , and Hotham also contributed toward the evening’s amusement. 
I did not stop till the end; as I had a long distance to go, I left in good, time 
(as I thought) to ca ch the last omnibus, but I failed to do so, and had to 
walk home in a gale of wind, and almost blinding downpour of rain. The 
concert was a success, as far as I know, and I hope when the next one takes 
place some of ‘‘The Old Familar Faces” from Westbourne Park and 
Paddington will be present, as'I should like tosee some of them again. Till such 
time I must be content to wish them one and all (you as well, Mr. Edito:) A 
Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year.—Pixig. 

Mr. Allen had a grand show of roach, dace, and perch from a favourite 
place of his, up Thames, on the 9th. Mr. J. Green also nad fish. 





GREAT YARMOUTH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

I am very pleased to report that we are receiving assistance from the 
provinces for our Defence Fund—Nottingham Preservation Association having 
voted £5 for our society. This is very encouraging, as we were very much dis- 
appointed at the reply from the London Association, but still we feel convinced 
of our success in the end. Mr. Wheatstone gave us some good encouragement 
by his presence and likewise by the subscription from the Stanley Anglers of 
£5 19s., also our lessee of the theatre will give the society a benefit for the 
Defence Fund on the 19th inst.,so we are not quite forgotten infour struggle for 
public rights. The match between our president and Mr. Bayfield was decided 
in favour of the president, who had 3 fish 22lb gross, and Mr. Bayfield wid. 
Another match comes off this week if the weather permits between the same 
gentlemen again.—JAMEs Lark, Hon. Sec. 


MOXTON BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members were out on the 9th inst. Messrs. A. Hattemore, H. 
Steadman, W. Cooper, G. Swinerton, and A. Dean having roach; G. H. 
Wood, perch; R. Ghurney, jack. Mr. Hattemore lost the proprictor’s daily 
prize through not signing the list on Saturday evening. It was won by Mr. H. 
Steadman, who had second heaviest weight. On the 16th inst. the members 
fish for the Christmas prizes; they are twenty-six in number, and consist of 
geese, fowls, ducks, sucking pig, legs of mutton, ribs of beef, cod fish, sacks of 
potatoes, bottles of spirits, boxes of cigars, pounds of tobacco, parcel of tea, 
parcel of pudding ingredients, &c. ‘They will fish at Ware, from the Engine 
House down to the Railway Bridge. The prizes will be delivered on Christ- 
mas Eye.—R. GHURNEY, sec, 





IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Several members were out on the gth inst., but only two had anything to 
show. They were Messrs. A. Bass, and H. Brett, who had roach. The folx 
lowing prizes were given to be fished for on the 3oth inst, in the ‘Forty 
Guinea Water ’’ :—Mr. W. Clarke, tos. 6d.; Mr. H. Pitt, 10s. 6d.; Mr. J, 
Twohey, Ics. 6d.; A Friend, 10s. 6d.; Mr. H. Harper, tos. 6d.; Mr. A, 
Rogers, arod. Conditions: all competitors must not leave London before 
5 a.m, on the morning of the competition; all fish weigh according to the rules 
of the society ; no competitor to use more than one rod and line.—H.B. 





METROPOLITAN ANGLING SOCIETY. F 
Mr. Freethy, 16 1b. of jack from the. Lea; Mr. Dackworth, 7 Ib. of roach 
from the Thames. —WILLIAM MYALL, sec. ; 





NORTH WESTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
Since my last report our trays have not been over full, Mr. W. Roxbee 
had a nice take from the Thames, consisting of roach and dace. Mr. Grindley, 
a very pretty jack from the Welsh Harp.—W. Hiriier. i 


NORWICH PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The fourth annual dinner of this flourishing society took place at their club. 
house, Lhe Walnut Shades, on Thursday, the 6th inst. The club-room pre« 
sented a very pretty sight choice flowers and fruit adorned the tables, and on the 
wal!s specimens of several Norfolk fishes of extra large size appropriately added 
to the effect. The chair was occnpied by the president, Charles Daniels, Esq., 
the vice-chair by H. C. Townshend, and there were also present Messrs. E, 
Midland, Nokes, Cushing, G. Cubitt, Bloomfield, 8. A. Wilde, W. Gill, R. 
Otty, W. Butler, McWright, O. B. Wilson, Warne, A. Sim, J. Barker, F. F, 
Bradley, R. Bradley, F. Parker, T. Dunmore, Spelman, R. Page, W. Page, 
E. H. Corbyn, 8. F. Howitt, A. 8. Wilde, A. Cox, Griffiths, H. Campling, W. 
G. Capon (hon. sec.), C. J. Greene (hon, sec. the Yare Preservation S ciety), 
Robert Mole (hon.sec. Norwich Angling Club), G. Daniels, &e. The loyal 
and patriotic toasts were given by the chairman, and cordially responded to, 
Sergeant Wilde in a capital speech responded for the Army, Navy, and Volun- 
teers. The ‘* Mayor and Corporation’? were proposed by the vice-chair, and 
(in the absence of Mr, Ex-Sheriff Newman) responded to by Mr. White. The 
** Yare Preservation Society,’’? coupled with the name of the hon. secretary, 
Mr. C. J. Greene, was next proposed by the chairman, and in his remarks he 
pointed out to the members the usefulness of that society in preserving our 
Norfolk waters from poachers, &c., and he believed the prosperity of the Yare 
Society was mainly due to the untiring efforts of its excellent secretary.—Mr, 
Greene, in response, briefly described the progress of the society, giving par- 
ticulars of how it watched over the interests of anglers in the district, and he 
trusted other clubs in the city might follow the example of the Piscatorial and 
forward an annual donation, as without the necessary funds watchers could not 
be placed at the required positions. He thanked the chairman for his kind re- 
marks, and the members for so kindly receiving them.—Mr. O. B. Wi'son next 
proposed, ‘Success to the Trade and Commerce of Norwich,”’ coupling with 
it the name of Mr. R. Mole.—Mr. Mole supposed his name was coupled with 
this important toast as an honour to the large firm (Messrs. J. and J. Colman’s) 
in which he_had the privilege of being employed. He believed that during the 
past few years of great depression in trade, Norwich had passed through the 
ordeal as well if not better, than most towns, He trusted that in the future the 
various industries which were carried on here, and made the name of Norwich 
known all over the world, might increase in prosperity. The name of Mr. E, 
Birkbeck, M.P., would long be remembered, for tae interest he took in the 
fishing and the population connected with that important industry in the 
Eastern counties—Mr. C. J. Green proposed ‘* Prosperity to the Norwich | 
Piscatorial Suciety,’’ .coupled with the name of Mr. W. G. Capon (hon, 
secretary), upon whom he looked as the mainstay of the society, which he was 
very pleased to visit and to see in such a successful condition, and he heartily 
wished them continued prosperity.—The hon. secretary, in a quaint speech, 
described the steady rise of the society, and in his usually modest manner 
ascribed the results attained to the efforts of the committee more than to any- 
thing he had done, but at the same time it was his study to promote in every 
way the interests of the club andits members.—Mr. Howitt, in graceful terms, 
proposed ‘The Health of the Chairman,’’ alluding to him as one who had 
always endeavoured to promote the welfare of the members of the club, and 
as ready at all times to give advice to inexperienced anglers how to catch the 
‘¢ first fish.?’—The chairman thanked Mr. Howitt for his remarks, and the 
club for so cordially supporting them, and he ventured to assure the members it 
would always be his study in the future, as in the past, to advance their success., 
He in glowing terms described the enjoyments ofa day’s angling, how all nature 
was waiting to be viewed, enjoyed and appropriated by the thoughtful, earnest 
angler, and how it was impossible to go fishing without being a better anda 
wiser man from so doing. His advice was to each, study nature whilst out 
enjoying the gentle art. Before sitting down he had pleasure in proposing “*The 
Health of the Vice-Chairman,’? whom he looked upon as a very useful and 
hard working member, and to whom much of the success of the arrangements 
for matches, &c., &c., was due.—The vice-chairman responded, assuring the 
members of his desire at all times to serve them.—‘‘ The Committee,’”? was 
proposed by Mr. Capon, and responded to by Messrs. W. Gill, Corbyn, and 
Butler.—‘‘ The Visitors,’ proposed by Mr. A. Sim, was responded to by 
Messrs. G. Daniels, White, J. Stannard, and R. Mole.—‘‘ The Hostess ”? was 
toasted and thanked for her excellent catering; and last, but not least, ‘* The 
Ladies ’? were brought before the meeting by Mr. O. B. Wilson, and ably 
championed by Mr. S. A. Wilde.—The singing and recitations of Messrs. W- 
G. Capon, Corbyn, Midland, Dunmore, Campling, S. A. Wilde, ©. J. Greene, 
R. Bradley, and J. J. Bradley'very much enhanced the enjoyment of one of the 
most guccessful meetings which this society has held. bh 





ORIGINAL CLERKENWELL PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 
The half-yearly supper took place on Thursday, Dec. 6th, at the White Hart, 
Aylesbury Street, Clerkenwell, when twenty-five members sat dowa to the 
good provisions put on by Host Marshall. Mr. Laundy occupied the swim; 
Mr. Edwards, the tail end. On the cloth being cleared, the half-yearly prizes 
were given up to the winners by the chairman:—Shade of Fruit, by Fontain, 
presented by Mr. Obbard (first day’s outing), won by Mr. Drew ; Landing Net, 
complete, gross weight of fish, presented by Mr. Lucy (July), won by Mr, 
Longman; a Plated Tea Pot, largest bream, presented by Mr. Craffard uly) 
won by Mr. Drew; 2 Punt Rod, second largest bream, presented by Mr. G, 
Drew (July), won by Mr. Obbard; a Timepiece, gross weight of bleak, pre- 
sented by Mr. Lavender (July), won by Mr. G. Drew; a Box of Cigars, gross 
weight of fish, presented by Mr, Richardson (August), won by Mr. Longman; 
a Barometer, largest perch, presented by Mr, Ormond (October), won by Mr. 
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Craffard ; a Handsome Lamp, Jargest dace, presented by Mr. Marles (rst half 
year), won by Mr. Craffard ; Inkstand, largest jack, presented by Mr, Laundy 
(1st half year), won by Mr. Edwards; Roach Basket, largest fish, presented by 
Mr. Longman (October), won by Mr. Richardson; Ham, largest perch, pre- 
sented by Mr. Edwards (November), won by Mr. Craffard. Mr. Haskell’s 
prize not being won, the chairman commenced the harmony, and the toast of 
Success to the Society.’? Many capital songs were given by Messrs. Haskell, 
Oraffard, Marshall, Longman, Ormond, Lucy, and Clark. Toast, ‘ The 
Visitors,’’ to which Mr. Haskell responded. Though not a stranger to us, 
he said he should be pleased to have his name on the books of the society. 
A number of prizes were booked for the members to compete for, and the 
general meeting to arrange them is December 17th, at 9 p.m.—J. Opparp, 
secretary. 
RICHMOND PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

At the meeting of the Richmond Piscatorial Society on Wednesday last, 
t here were present :—Mr. Vice-Chairman Dickinson, in the chair; Mr. Plant, 
acting vice-chair; Messrs. H. B. Terrill (treasurer), H. Davis (librarian), H. 
E. Gaynor (curator), G. H. Hester, F. A. Crew, E. H. Smith, J. Neville, S. 
Morbey, G. A. W. Griffiths, John T, Matthews, A. Harwood, R. Bingley, J. 
H. Marjason, G. F. Eydmann, R. B. Matthews, E. V. Powell, J. Cockburn, 
J. G. Jones, W. Cockburn, H. Taman, J. P. Houghton, J. H. Ford, W. H. 
Hester, G. Trinder,f{F. W. Parkins, J. Munro, V. Rollison, A. E. Downs, H. 
T. Fricker, H. H. Mason, &c., &c. Visitors—Capt. Pearson, R.N., Messrs. W. 
H. Chapman (2nd Officer, M.S.), W. T. Wells, A. Pinnick, H. Cappin (Gres- 
ham P.S.), W. Cooper, W. W. Johnson, H. G. Smith, J. H. Parker, C. 
Yeats, Sabell, J. Fitzpatrick, Thos. Casserley, Geo. Donnelly, M. Stanners, 
W. Buckland, A. M. Dickinson, J. Lawrence, Fred. Marriott, W. Miles, fe 
Dickinson, H. J. Dickinson, T. S. Mayle, W. T. Mack, T. Dunkley, &c., &c. 
Tn accordance with notice previously issued, a competition took place during 
the day, for roach and dace, in the Thames, for prizes offered by Messrs. H. 
H. Brougham, Thames Angling Preservation Society, R. Bingley, and P. Geen. 
Owing to the very boisterous wind no fish were expected to be forthcoming, 
but, strange to say, the trays were very handsomely filled. First on the Jist was 
Mr. W.'Jobnscn, 19 lb. 5 0z,; second, Mr. G. H. Hester, 9 lb. 7 oz. ; third, Mr. 
W. H. Hester, 7 1b. 4 0z.; fourth, Mr. E. H. Smith, 4 lb.9 0z., roach and 
dace ; but the gross weight was about 20 Ib., consisting of one jack and the 
remainder perch, making in all two very nice trays. After the result had been 
announced, the chairman called upon Mr, Plant to proceed with the second 
part of the evening’s entertainment, which consisted of a very excellent smoking 
concert. Programme as follows:—Glee, ‘Hail, smiling morn,’’ Messrs. 
Smith, Parker, Yeats, and Abel; song, ‘‘The Skipper and his Boy,’’ Mr. 
Perkins ; song, ‘‘ While the Lads of the Village,’’ Mr. Yeats; song, ‘sThe 
Tar’s Farewell,’? Mr. Griffiths; song, ‘‘Sweethearts,’’ Mr. Parker ; song, 
“The Wolf,” Mr. Abel; song, ‘‘The Message,’’ Mr. Casserley ; trio, ‘* Ye 
Shepherds tell me,’’ Messrs. Parker, Yeats, and Abel; song, ‘‘ Come into the 
Garden, Maud,”’ Mr. F. A. Crew; song, ‘! Saved from the Storm,’’ Mr. Geo. 
Donnelly; glee, ‘‘Foresters, Sound the Cheerful Horn,’’ Messrs. Smith, 
Parker, Yeats, and Abel; song, ‘*The Last Watch,’’ Mr. Casserley ; song, 
«<The Stirrup Cup,”’ Mr. Griffiths ; song, ‘‘ The Midshipmite,”’ Mr. Perkins ; 
song, ‘*Speed on, speed on, my Barque,’’ Mr. G. Donnelly ; song, ‘* Tom 
Bowling,’’? Mr. Parker; part song, ‘‘ Banish, O Maiden,’’ Messrs. Smith, 
Parker, Yates, and Abel; song, ‘‘ Wayside Posey,’’ Mr. Rowland ; song, ** I 
Fear no Foe,” Mr. Abel; duct, Messrs. Casserley and Donnelly; song, 
-« Farewell, my trim built Wherry,’’ Mr. Yeats; duet, ‘* All’s Well,’’ Messrs. 
Parker and Abel; finale, ‘God Save the Queen.” Mr. Wm. Donnelly ably 
presided at the pianoforte. The singing was exceptionally good; ‘The 
Message,’ by Mr. Casserley, ‘‘ Saved from the Storm, Mr. G. Donnelly, and 
the part song, ‘‘ Banish, O Maiden,” Messrs. Smith, Parker, Yeats, and Abel, 
being loudly redemanded, The chairman, in conclusion, proposed a very 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Plant and the vocalists for the very pleasant 
evening they had spent through their kindness; and a vote of thanks to the 
chairman closed another social evening of Richmond Piscatorials at home.— 
J. A. GAUNT, sec. 





RODNEY PISCATORIALS. 

The members of this society visited the Thames, on the 9th’; they all 
managed to get fish, but the job was to get fish according to society's 
standard. Mr. Grant was the only one that succeeded in doing so, thereby 
winning a piece of furniture, value £2 2s., given by Mr. Hughes: I beg to 
acknowledge the receipt of G. Lee, Esq.’s, handsome prizes, with which the 
winners are all highly delighted.— Prxtz. 

At the meeting held on the 12th, it was proposed that the next competition 
take p'ace at Ponder’s End, on the 23rd for a leg of mutton, a leg of pork, 
and a piece of beef. All competitors to, leave Fuiverpool-street by the first 
train after nine, on the morning of that date. Notice to members who were 
unable to attend at the meeting, ‘‘It has been been decided that in all general 
competions Rule g is to be as strictly carried out as ifin the Society’s cub- 
room during business hours.’’—Prxik. 





SHEFFIELD ANGLERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

On Wednesday week; the annual meeting of the delegates of the various 
clubs connected with the Sheffield Anglers’ Association was held at the Crown 
Inn, Scotland Street. The president ofthe society (Mr. Styring )occupied the chair, 
and there were also present Messrs. T. Walker, A. Leonard, J. Pashley, T.Guest, 
J. Allott, and J. Sanderson. The Chairman stated that, notwithstanding the 
fact that there was not so much money in hand as there was at the end of last 
year, the past twelve months had been successful, Tbe decrease of the balance 
in hand was accounted for by the subscription of £5 5s. to the Coates Testi- 
monial Fund, loss of £15 with reference to the special train to Sutton Bridge, 
and £8 with regard to the match, although the members of the association 
really got the benefit of that latter amount. There were now between 4,000 and 
5,000 members upon the books, and during the year there had been 12,000 excur- 
Sion tickets issued. Of these 4,000 were to Boston, 900 to Kirkstead, 1,100 to 
Lincoln, 1,700 to Saxilby, 1,200 to Cottam and Torksey, 400 to Retford, and 

2,700 to Althorpe, Crowle, and Thorpe. The chairman also explained that 
the matter relative to the Pride of Walkley Club had been satisfactorily 
arranged, and pointed out that the members must, on no account, lend or 
transfer their tickets to fishing friends, the railway companies being determined 
to put that practice down. In conclusion, he announced that the usual dona= 
tions had been received from the Right Hon. A. J. Mundella, M.P., Mr. CO. 
Stuart Wortley, M.P., and Mr, J. C. Bourne, of Lincoln. The minutes of 
the previous meeting having been read by the secretary (Mr. T. Walker) and 
confirmed, the motion of Mr, Guest to the effect that the resolution excluding 
the Pride of Walkley Club be rescinded, was carried, The balance-sh-et, 








which was read by Mr. J. M. Dayson (one of the auditors), showed that the 
receipts for the year amounted to £1,966 1s. 6}d., and the expenditure to 
£1,871 2s. 6d.; leaving a balance in hand of £94 19s. o}d. The _balance- 
sheet was adopted, anda vote of thanks to the auditors was carried unani- 
mously. The following officers were then elected :—Mr. C. Styring was re- 
elected president and treasurer; Mr. T. Walker, secretary; Mr. J. 
M. Dayson and Mr. H. Youle, auditors; and Messrs. Swinden, 
Allott, Pashley, Ridge, Shipley, Sanderson, together witl the president, 
secretary, and trustees on the committee. Votes of thanks were given to the 
retiring officers, and on the motion of Mr, G. Swinden, seconded by Mr. 
Guest, and supported by Mr. Dayson, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
the borough members for their interest in and support of the association. The 
proceedings terminated in the usual manner. ‘The £8 loss is in respect to an 
annual match; the association gave 20 guineas in money prizes and 14 guineas 
value in various articles for prizes. There were also about 50 other prizes, the 
gifts of friends, to be competed for by the ticket holders of the association at 
Saxilby, near Lincoln, at an entrance fee of 13. each ; 386 competed, 15 money 
prizes and 95 minor prizes. First prize, W. Darwin, S. and F, Club, £3 10S 
5 Ib. 3 02.; second, £2 10s., A. Hirst, Bellevue Club ; third, J. Telford, £2 5s., 
S.and F, Club; fourth, W. Scott, £2, S. and F. Club; fifth, G. Stuart, 
41 15s., Woolpack Club. The committee of the association passed a hearty 
vote of thanks toP. Geen, Esq., and R_ B. Marston, Esq., of London, for 
their courtesy in attending the Vestry Hall meeting of the association.—T, 
WALKER, 
SOUTH-EASTERN ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Through press of business I was unable to report as to our return visit, as 
also last week’s meeting, which, I trust, you will publish in this week's issue. 
Dec. 3.—This was the night of our return visit, which, I am proud to say, was 
fairly attended, there being some fifty visitors independent of our own mem- 
bers, the following clubs being represented :—Bermondsey Brothers, Second 
Surrey, Rodney, Anchor and Hope, Foxley, United Brothers, Anglers’ Pride, 
City of London, and Walworth Waltonians. Chairman, Mr. Smith, sen. ; vice, 
Mr. Holben; pianist, Mr. Brown. Toast, ‘‘Our Fishermen.’’ There was 
quite a storm of songs, some friends being encored on more than one occasion ; 
plen'y of conversation cf past fishing exploits, and of the bright future in 
prospect. The songs of the evening were :—Mr. Smith, sen., ‘« Alonzo the 
brave’?; Mr. Holben, ‘‘Sailing’?; Mr. Marks, ‘‘Pollie said she loved 
me?’’; Mr. Watkins, **An honest Heart’?; Mr. Harris, ‘‘ Jack’s Yarn”; 
Mr. Wrigkt, “The Village Blacksmith’’; Mr. Frith (host), “ The 
Skipper’?; Mr. Grant, ‘‘ His heart was gay,’ and ‘‘ Softly on, slave ship; ’” 
Mr. Bayley, ‘‘The Teetotallers’?; Mr. Griffin, ‘‘John Barleycorn ’’; 
Mr. Frost, ‘*Done By’; Mr. Cheeney, ‘‘Our Jack’s arrived to-day’’” 
This is a fair sample of the evening’s entertainment, which, after a few 
remarks from the chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, and two or three of 
the visitors, came to an end at 12.0 p.m. with ‘Auld lang syne”? and the 
National Anthem. Dec. 5.—At our meeting this night there were present 
about the usual number, and some very important matters were discussed. 
Owing to discussion very little harmony took place. Messrs. Marlin and 
Holben were out again, and weighed in some good fish. Sunbury members 
are notified that the last Wednesday of this month is quarterly night, when all 
are expected to clear the books or abide the fine for same. Dec. 12.—Minutes 
of previous meeting read and approved. Some discussion ensued as regards 
our past and future prospects, which were very encouraging. Chairman, Mr. 
Evans; pianist, Mr. Brown; an overture by Mr. Brown, song by Mr. Harris, 
“Thy Face.”” After which the chairman dec'ared the books closed at 11.30p.m, 


Quarterly night extended to Jan. 2.—T. H. H. WESTON. 
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SURREY PISCATORIALS. 

A competition took place among the members of this society on the r2th, 
for three prizes, viz , 21s., given by Mr. Martin ; 21s., given Mr. Norris; and 
tos. 6d., given by Dr. Wilson. Messrs. Beckett and Gilbert visited Richmond 
and went out with E. Brown. They managed to get a nice lot of roach and 
dace in a short time, therewith winning the first and second prize. The even- 
ing was deyoted to songs and recitations, the latter being from ‘‘ Othello” and 
Richard the III.,’? and delivered in such a manner bya gentleman that 
delighted all present, and those members who were unable to attend missed a 
treat. The next meeting is down for the 26th, and the next competition will 
take place on the gth of January, for 2Is., given by Mr. Duck, and a guinea 
pair of boots, given by Mr. Tapsworth.—PrxIz. 


WALWORTH WALTONIANS. 

The members of this society met at the Rye House, on the gth, for the 
purpose of deciding the ownership of several prizes given that day for 
competition, among which were a musical instrument, valued at TI Is., 
given by Mr. J. la Feuillade, and a money prize of 10s. 6d., given by 
Mr. Piolaine. At the conclusion of the contest Mr. Piolaine had the Ist gross 
weight, Mr. Beale the 2nd, and Mr. Bayley the 3rd. The next competition 
will take place on Thursday, the 2oth, for a money prize of £1 Is., given by 
Mr. Gilbert, and a set of hair brushes, given by Mr. Delehaye.—Pixts. 





WESTBOURNE PARK PISCATORIAL SOCIETY. 

The weekly meeting}of this society took place on Tuesday evening, 11th Dec , 
Mr. Evans in the chair. The receipt cf the bronze medal, awarded to this society 
by the Fisheries Exhibition, was announced and much admired by the members 
present. The particulars of the roach competition to take place in the Thames 
on Monday, Dec. 31, were then read over, and several more entries were made. 
Tt was also decided that as the last ordinary meeting of the year falls on the 
25th to postpone same until Friday, Dec. 28, 1883. Following which the 
secretary read out the fish that had been registered since the last meeting. 
Messrs. Bayford, Beatley, W. Thompson, and Adeane having produced some 
handsome roach varying in weight from } to 14 1b. Mr. Walker also roach, 
his largest weighing 1 lb. 10} “oz. Mr. H. Thompson, was, however, more 
successful still, he having the fortune to secure amongst several fish a beautifnl 
roach weighing 2 1b, 4028. which is now in the hands of Saunders for preserva- 


tion.—H. 


Seen nen EEE 
ES 


Gxrorce JAmzS Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invites 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season, No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers, A trial is all that is required 
from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuine ornot, Patronised by 
some of the best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks. Prices ; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen, Orders punctually 
attended to,—(ADVT.) 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 





THE ILLUSTRATED 
Double Christmas Number 
F 


THE FISHING GAZETTE 


Will be published on Dec. 22. 


N.B.—As we intend {o send this number to a very Jarge number of anglers 
who do not at present take the GAZETTE, hut whose addresses we have received 
{rom our subscribers, and a'so in other directions likely to increase our sale, IT 
WILL BE AN UNUSUALLY GOOD NUMBER TO ADVERTISE IN, 





It will contain among many other articles 
SALMON FISHING, &c., by Mr. Kenson. 


AMONG THE SCOTCH LOCHS. 
AMONG THE WELSH MOUNTAINS. 


All Advertisements intended for this number should be sent by the 19‘h or 
2oth to 





THE MANAGER, 
THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, FeTreR LANE, Lonpon, E.C. 
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RIVERS BEPORMs: 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
: For SATURDAY, DECEMBER IS. 
(Probable Overfl»w Tide.) 
Morning. Afternoon, 

London Bridge ae Sr FO BUR Siu. PREY 
Putney .. oe . on i oy SER eed = egy 5 SRY 
Kew .. = an os ay SAR Obst ay, 
Richmond ate ee ne Sree ANGIE” viata eet fo 7) 


THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

There has been very little done this week, owing more to the absence of 
anglers than the deficiency of sport, as there is sufficient evidence to prove the 
jack and perch are onthe move, the latter especially having been taken in 
goodly quantities and of a good size. Angling has been very slack in the tidal 


waters. 
Richmond, 

Kit Brown, in one day with Mr. Thomas, to lb. of roach ; Edward Brown, 
one day with Mr. Cliff, 5 lb. of fish, and another day with Mr. Lovelock, thir- 
teen fish; Henry Wheeler, in two days, 20 lb. of roach and dace ; W. Aldridge, 
with Mr. Spence and Mr. Beal, 7 lb. of roach and dace. The bank anglers 
have weighed 2n as follows at the Jolly Anglers :—Mr. Rix, 2 lb ; Mr. Blake, 
5 lb. ; Mr. .Coomb, 3 lb.; Mr. Fairclough, 4 lb.; Mr. Green, 2 1b.; Mr. 
Kidd, 3 lb.; Mr. Ryder, 3 lb.; Mr. Martin, 41b.; Mr. Warden, 5 lb.; Mr. 
Webber, 6 Ib., and Mr, Maynard, 3 1b. At the Waterman’s Arms, Mr. Keep, 
32 lb. of dace; Mr. Conroy, 3} 1b., and Mr. H. Still, 6 lb. : 


Twickenham. 

Pert Hammerton, in one day, eight dozen of dace; C. Miles, in two days, 
nine dozen of dace; J. Spong, seven dozen of roach and dace; R. Coxen, 
twenty dozen of dace; Tim Lynes, in one of Coxen’s punts, 23 lb of dace; 
John Coxen, in one day, five Cozen of roach and dace; George Chamberlaiz, 
with Mr, Beard, in two days, twenty six dozen of dace, 

Kingston, 


Jvhn Johnson, sen, in one day, twenty-four brace of perch, some of them 


weighing 1} lb. each, 
Thames Ditton. 
E. Tagg, in one dzy, six brace of perch. One of the bank anglers in one 
day got 7 lb. weight of perch. 
East Moulsey, 


Thomas Wheeler, in one day, eighteen brace of perch, and Charles Davis, 
ten brace. 


Sunbury. 
Messrs. T. and A. Stroud, in one day, six brace of perch, a jack of 2 lb, 


and one chub, 
Walton, 
George Hone, with Mr. Abbott, in three hours, a jack of 3} lb., and four 








brace of perch ; and another day with Mr. Mackrill, twenty-four brace of 
perch. A gentleman from the bank, a brace of jack, weighing 7 Ib. 

The water now is going down and getting in order for jack or perch fishing, 
G. Hone, 4 dozen perch. J. Howe, two dozen perch.—S, RoszWELL. 


Weybridge. 


J. Upsell, in two days, two jack, weighing respectively 3 lb. and 4 lb.; and 
a gentleman from the bank, a bream of 5+ lb., and three chub, weighing 11 lb, 


Shepperton, 
David Hackett, in one day, three jack, the largest 5 lb. 14 oz, and a chub 
of 24 Ib, 
Chertsey. 


James Haslett. in one day with Mr. Dawes and Mr. Rawlings, two jack, 
weighing respectively 7 1b. and 12 lb., five brace of perch, some of them 
weighing 1 lb, each, and some fine roach legering. 


UPPER THAMES. 


There is literally not anything to report in the angling line from the upper 
waters of the Thames, The river has been and continues in an unpiscatorial 
condition ; but from this afternoon’s inspection, for the benefit of Thamesward 
anglers, I can candidly state that the water is rapidly dropping intoa nice con- 
dition and without rain, roachers and jackists should have during the ensuing 
week a fine time of it. The reports to hand from Bray, Maidenhead, Cook- 
ham, Marlow and Henley, only tell of uninteresting tases of roach and perch 
(the best of 6 1b. of roach being had near Hambleden) —so I refrain from giving 
minute details. Thursday 7 o’clock : River rapidly falling and getting into good 
roach and perch order, but the wind from the S.W. is enough to blow one’s 
thatch off.—MarLow Buzz. 


Dockett Point. 

I began to think I should never have anything more to report for the want 
of a customer ; where all the jack and perch fishers are I can’t understand. 
Water is a first-rate summer level and fish to be had, only want trying, for 
on the 2nd inst: would have done well with the bream, but broke too often. 
Did not start till afternoon. Fished with the same gentleman on the gth inst. 
We started up to a good perch swim. We soon bagged ten perch, some 
I lb. each ; several put back 6 and 7 inches. We shifted our quarters forjack, 
to a well-known spot. On arriving there we founda bank angler already in 
possession of three fish, weighing 7 to8 lb each. Thatlooked like business. 
We were soon to work ; in less than a quarter of an hour we landed a nice 
fish, 12 1b. ; soon another shared the same fate, 7 lb. The gentleman being 
satisfied, we cropped down the river to our baiting stream ; broke again with 
a bream, which ran foul of a bank angler’s jack tackle, who captured him—a 
fish about 41b.; with afew goodroach, some over 1 lb., brought our day’s 
fishing to a close,—JAMES HASLET?T. 


Datchet. 


I have done very little fishing for some time, and have not been able te find 
anyone that had in the neighbourhood. Now the water is in something like order 
for fishing for jack, roach, and perch On the 2nd James Gray landed a jack, 
of 10 lb, weight ; on the 11th, Mr. H. Manning, with Gray, caught 8 jack, the 
largest 6 1b., and some perch near Surly Hall, on the gth, a Local of Windsor 
took 22 roach with paste, all over} 1b. On the 8th, J. L. Meyer, Esq., 28, 
Harcourt Terrace, South Kensington, with me, 6 brace of perch and some 
small ones. ‘Tried the jack. We sawtwoor three shoot from the boughs; 
they wouldn't have it. Ifthe water keeps clear, every day will improve their 
appetite. The roach will bite well now at paste. If the water gets thick, then 
fish with the lob-worm. On the 11th I went to fish for bait, and had quite an 
eventful performance. To begin with, I dropped my hook in to soak while [ 
made some paste. A perch seized the hook. The next was a roach of 1} Ib. 
Then came a trout at a piece of paste—nearly 7 lb. I got him in my hand as 
sooa as I could and put him back not much the worse. With fine weather, 
everything looks promising.—G, LuMspEN. ; 


Goring, 

Water now come down; thick, but in very. good order for roach fishing, 
but a few fine days will soon get it right. Tor all round fishing for more than 
a week it has been in first-rate order for jack and perch, but we could not get 
any gentlemen to come. I have written to four or five gentlemen this last few 
days, but they did not answer my letters. I shall not write to any more for 
some time, but shall fish myself. Jack and perch have been feeding very 
well. I have had one day this last fortnight ; one dozen of good perch, largest — 
perch, 14 1b. and two jack, largest 6 lb.—JoHn Rusu. ; ; 

Wraysbury. 3 

Water in splendid condition for all-round fishing, and good bags certainly 
ought to be the reward of those piscators who visit the grand old river for the — 
next few days. Plenty of ground bait will be sure to entice the fish, and a well- 
scoured red worm or gentles will seal their fate. Speaking of ‘‘ red worms, ’ 
every piscator does not appear to know that a brandling is not a “ red worm” 
proper; there is as much difference between them as chalk and cheese in 
colour, size, and enticing properties. I have seen many anglers who have had 
branalings and called them “red worms.’’? The ‘*red worm’? proper is never 
ore than about an inch long, has a knot near the head, and is a most lively 
bait when on the hook; but when in its native element, an old dead leaf pit, 
it lies almost dormant, and requires good eyesight to see them, as they so much ‘ 
resemble the colour of the surroundings. 





Ancholme District. 


Considerable improvement has taken place in the weather, and the waters 
are somewhat less turbid. Few anglers have, however, been out, and the pike — 
have as yet fed very badly. There is now the prospect of frosty nights, which 
will it is hoped produce a change for the better. The Grimsby Angling Club 
had a match at Brandywath, on 4th inst. The following is a list of the 
prize winners in order of merit:—Fanthorpe, Robinson, Fox, Ellis, Baxter, 
Felton, Morris, Ayres, Ablard, Hollingsworth, and Fowler. Some special | 
prizes fell to the lot of Messrs. Ellis, Fowler, Fanthorpe, Felton, Baxter and 
Ablard, whilst the consolation prize for members _ ho did not secure a fish was 
won by the Secretary, Mr. T. Green. The prizes were distributed at the club 
room on tke following evening. It is under contemplation to stock the fine 
lake in the people’s park at Grimsby with fish. It is to be hoped that 


; 
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salmonidce will alone be placed therein. The place is, we think, highly 
suitable, as it is fed by a fine spring.—THoMAs Forp, Caistor. 


Avon (Binton). 

Towards the end of last week the river had ‘‘fined ’’ down considerably, 
and was, in fact, in excellent condition for angling, trolling, &c,, but the 
weather having changed from rain to frost and snow, deterred anglers from 
venturing to tempt either Fortune or the fish, except in one or two solitary 
instances. A little spoat washad amongst the pike, but nothing of note was 
captured except a fish of about 4 lb., which on being opened was found to 
possess a remarkable roe. This latter was compo:ed of apparently two descrip - 
tion of eggs, viz., those of the ordinary character for this season of the year, 
small and translucent, or rather transparent, and others at least twice the size of 
the latter, perfectly white and opaque, or nearly so. I have seen many roes of 
pike, but this one appeared to me of so abnormal a character that I decided to 
preserve a portion in spirit till Icould find some one able to enlighten me as to 
the cause. Perhaps some readers of the GAzgTTE could supply the necessary 
information.—J. E. BryAnt. 

Chichester. 


The past week has not beena prolific one, but few anglers have been out 
and those not successful. A few good roach and bream have come to hand, 
but not a pike worth recording. The water is in excellent condition and full of 
fish, but not on feed. Ihave received no news from Selham, so suppose the 
Rother has not yielded anything worth recording in that locality. 1 trust to 
spend a few days there in the course of next week and have a good report for 
your next issue. At the Jast moment I hear of a pike of 54 1b. from the 
Chichester basin, taken a few hours since. —GrorGa F. SAurar. 


Colce. 

Water very bright, a few good chub and small jack have been taken. It’s a 
shame such small ones are allowed to be taken. I saw twoof the largest chub, 
working up the waste water side of the mill, close to the railway station, that 
I ever saw in the Colne, quite 5 and 6Jb. I tried all kinds of baits, but could 
not entice them to come and see my wife and take a drop of something hot.— 
RoAacz. 

Dove. 

The river up to Tuesday night was in fair order; but a heavy storm of wind 
and rain has since brought on arise which has practically stopped fishing. 
Some few wielders of the fly rod were out on Saturday and Monday, but owing 
to the high gales which have been raging m»re or less every day since I last 
wrote, very little was done. I hear of one dish of five brace, and anotber of 
three, the latter lot being taken with the cockwing dun. The best sport 
amongst grayling has been obtained at the bottom with the maggot and 
cockspur worm. We have had such an extraordinary number of salmon in the 
river this season, that it has been found necessary to obtain the assistance of 
the police and other help for their protection.—OLpD Isaak, 


Exe (Exeter): 


A few pike have been captured by Mr. Haymon, of Exwick, and some perch 
‘were also caught Jast Saturday, the former with live dace, the latter with 
minnows. Since then we have had terrific gales; the wind has now 
abated, but has not reached the angler’s side of the weather. cock,— 
J. A. Key, 

Ilfracombe, 

Sea-fishing.—The herring: fishing has fallen off considerably this past week, 
but line: fishing, hoth from the boats, the rocks, and Jetty has shown con- 
siderable improvement. Several boats have returned to the harbour with their 
nets cabled through the roughness of the sea. On Saturday morning, W. 
Barbeary caught seventy-six mullet in his nets off the Rapparee, and R. 
Souch, out line-fishing, caught six conger ; T. Davie, two cod, one conger, one 
ling ; S. Williams, two cod, 251b. and 17 lb. in weight, and one conger. 
He hooked an immense skate, but could not land it, as, after a good tussel, 
the skate proved the master by snapping the gear and bolting with the best 
part of it. Mr, Wood caught a fine cod, 17 lb. weight, while fishing from the 
Jetty. A few hake and several fine whiting have been caught ; but the weather 
is bitterly cold and the sea rough, which prevents all but the most hardy 
attempting anything in the way of fishing,—E. COMER. 


Leicester- 

The weather up to Wednesday was all in favour of anglers, and a consider- 
able number were fishing the waters in this district, and a fair amount of success 
attended their efforts. Some capital chub were taken froin the Aylestone pre- 
serves. The Canal and Soar also afforded some rare sport among the roach, 
Owing to the violent storm of wind and rain that visited this locality during 
Tuesday night and Wednesday, anglers in the majority of cases were content 
to stay at home. The ouly takes I could hear of on Thursday were had_by 
Messrs. Hardy and Smith, from some private waters near Leicester. The 
takes included three-and-a-half brace of pike, and a nice lot of perch. The 
largest perch was an extraordinarily fine fish weighing close upon 3 lbs. The 
weather is very wild, with the wind N.W.—AtERtT. 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster). 


Both these streams are now completely out of fishing order.’ The water up to 
Monday was in splendid condition for either grasshopper or worm fishing ; but 
the heavy downpour of rain on Tuesday and Wednesday has completely upset 
all the fishing for this week. The water has risen considerably, and_ is very 
muddy, and the strong wind which has visited this part the last few days has 
made it almost impossible to fish. Some very good fish have been caught the 
end of last week, and a few on Monday, with the worm and grasshopper. On 
Friday a gentleman visited the Arrow with the grasshcpper, and landed a very 
nice dish of fine grayling, and some very good fish were caught with the worm 
the same day. In the Lugg, on Friday, a fine lot-of fish were landed with the 
worm. Both these streams were visited on Saturday by several of the noted 
fishermen of this part, and some very good dishes were landed with both the 
grasshopper and worm. Monday being a fine day, some gentlemen visited these 
waters and landed some very fine fish with the worm, and a few were landed 
with the maggot. The Pinsley Brook is high and discoloured, but some very 
good fish were taken in iton Monday with the worm. Great; were the expec- 
tations of some of the anglers of some good grayling fishing, but the _rod_will 


have to be pat by for a week, at the least, till the water gets clear. But little 


doing in the Earsland district. "Weather stormy.—GWvynneE. 


North-East Yorkshire (Pickering.) 
For the past fortnight nothing but unsettled weather; when a fine day has 
come, waters have been flooded and thick from the rain and storm of the day 
before. The lower parts of the rivers about here have been altogether 


unpracticable. Pike fishing has been about nil; grayling fishing very uncer- 
tain, although these fish are in grand condition. Baskets of four, five, and six 
brace, on some of the wildest and most unlikely days, have been got, mostly 
with worm. The Yorkshire Esk is full of spawning salmon; full and high 
waters will be all in favour of their return to the sea unharmed.—J. W. 


WHELDON, 
Ouse (Littleport), 


Fishing is almost at a standstill here owing to high and thick waters. The 
best takes I can chronicle among the few anglers who have been down are as 
follows :—Nov. 11, Mr. F. Ibbotson, Cambridge, 7 1b. roach; Mr. George, 
Cambridge, 44 1b. roach; Nov. 12, a gentleman from Ely, 43 Ib. roach and 
silver bream in about three hours. To-day (Thursday) Mr. S. O. Beeman, 
Littleport, seven roach and silver bream, going about 341b. T wo other anglers 
out, but not another fish taken. Iam afraid there will be no good done for 
the next four or five days.—CHARLIE SOUTH. 


Severn (Shrewsbury). 

The river is at present in a state of flood, and angling has been stopped in 
consequence. I have seen a very fair basket of roach and dace. The same 
man has taken several lots during the last nine days. A party, while fishing in 
a poola fortnight ago, had some good sport, having hooked two very big fish, 
which made short work of breaking their tackle. A telegram was received by 
the chief constable of this town from the chief constable of Montgomeryshire, 
at Westpool, saying that one of the highest floods they have had for some years 
has gone down theriver, consequently, a very. high flood may be expected at 
Shrewsbury. A letter received by the chief constable yesterday from Lord 
Powis says the river is very high this morning.—Rz#bD ANT. 


Teme (Ludlow), 

Monday and Tuesday brought a great change in the state of the waters of 
the Teme, storm and tempest in the Welsh country filled the stream again with 
nasty muddy water. This river had just got into fine angling condition when 
the sudden change took place, putting an end, for at Jeast some daya, to all ‘‘the 
joys of angling.’’ Of late it has been only now and then that a good day’s 
angling can be got, through the unpropitious state of the weather, and fisher- 
men have had to content themselves with small ‘‘ mercies.’”” Some good fish 
were hooked here on Friday and Saturday, principally with the grasshopper or 
maggot, the latter bait, in most instances, proving the best killer, An expert 
visiting the Upper Teme on Friday killed some good grayling with the garss- 
hopper, and on Saturday he again visited the same water, and secured between 
7 and 8 lb. of prime grayling. On Monday, a gentleman tried the Ony up and 
down with the maggot and grasshopper. The fish would scarcely look at the 
grasshopper. He was not very successful; his basket containing some four or 
five roach, and two brace of greyling. Some very nice perch were caught on 
Monday between the Moss House and Ashford, some of them weighing over 
half-a-pound each. The heaviest gale of wind blew over this district on Tues- 
day night, rendering it next to impossible on Wednesday to visit the river side 
for angling. The water at Leintwardine has not been visited this week, neither 
has the Clun or Letwyche. The weather is very stormy down here.— 
S. LupLow. 

Teme (Tenbury). 

This stream is again in a very unsatisfactory state, a great body of water 
coming down to the Severn, showing that much rain must have fallen up-hill. 
The stream and its various tributaries are high and muddy, putting an end to 
much angling for the present. Before the rain swelled the stream, fish were 
freely taken in this neighbourhood. Grayling are very plentiful, and the river 
is well stocked with all kinds of fish. On bright days, salmon are still to be 
seen by the river’s banks, many hundreds having gone up the stream to spawn, 
but may never have got any higher than that gigantic obstacle to their ascent, 
viz., Ashford Weir. We did hear that something was going to be done in this 
matter, but cannot vouch for the accuracy of the report; but any alteration 
would be betier than none, and we know of several gentlemen in the district 
who are strongly against the existing impediment. The Kyre and Kea are 
both high ard coloured, and little fishing has been had in those streams. Some 
grayling were caught in the Letwyche last week with the worm. Near Littie 
Hereford on Saturday a gentleman landed several nice grayling with the grass- 
hopper, and on Friday, near the bridge, some good fish were caught with the 
worm and grasshopper. On Monday some nice fish were landed near the same 
spot with the maggot. It is almost useless fishing for a few days till the water 
has resumed its natural level, and the winds, which blow from the north, have 
abated their fury.— WORCESTER. 


Trent (Alrewas-) 

The river has been bank full all the week, and the water so much discoloured 
that fishing has been out of the question. Weather very unsettled, and 
prospects most gloomy for the holidays unless we get more settled weather. 
Pike-fishing the last fortnight has been very indifferent. A nice fish, over t1lb, 
has been taken live-baiting, by Mr. John Allday, sen., from Earlswood Reser- 
voir, which is about all the news worthy of mention.—JAMES GREGORY. 


Trent (Newark). 


The weather these last two or three days has been very unsettled, heavy 
rains falling at intervals. On Tuesday night and Wednesday morning rude 
Boreas held high carnival, stripping houses, blowing down chimneys, uprooting 
trees, and playing sad havoc generally. During the fore part of the week the 
water was in fairish condition, and several anglers were out ; but sport was not 
of a very brilliant character. At the time of writing (Thursday night) the water 
is coming down very thick and rising fast, quite upsetting the plans of chub 
and pike fishermen, and so anglers will have to be content with trying the 
slack corners, and slopes with the cockspur worm, unless the water comes on 
too much ; but considering the time of year, and the fact that the present rise 
in the water is largely caused by melted snow, that game will be hardly worth 
the candle, so I am afraid we shall have to rest on our oars, and hope the 
weather and water will get into trim for the Christmas holidays.—THr TRENT 
OTTER. 

P.S.—Last week, owing to the exceeding great kindness of a Lancashire 
gentleman (an occasional contributor to the FisHinG GAZzrTrE) I haye paida 
visit (with him) to Llanymynech, chub and pike fishing. And as this charming 
village has frequently been mentioned in the FisHiNna GAzarrn, I will, with 
the Hditor’s kind permission, give our readers my opinion of this place, next 
week if possible. 


Trent (Nottingham). 
The news is again of a discouraging character. Just when the river was 


fining down heavy rain descended, and on Tuesday a fearful gale put everybody 
out of sorts. At the time of writing (Thursday) the water is high and thick, 
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and the ‘slacks’? alone appear fishable. Before the rise two or three big pike 
were killed in the lower reaches with the live bait—largest 11$ 1b. On Tuesday 
some perch were taken with the worm below Colnick Weir, and on the same 
day a well known professional bagged—I don’t say in the river—seven splendid 
pike, besides a perch weighing within a few ounces of 2}b. It is now in the 
hands of Mr. James Stanley, taxidermist, Trent Street, Nottingham, for pre- 


servation.--THE MAN AT THE CLUBS. 


Waveney (Beccles-) 

To a perfect stranger in this district the river would certainly not be discern- 
ible at the present time. It was hoped that with a gradual thaw the water 
would subside without a flood, and in fact was doing so, except here and there 
a flooded part.; but the quick thaw cf Tuesday last caused an immense body of 
water to come down suddenly, which caused the river to rise very rapidly and 
a heavy flood is the result. But il desperandum is my motto to-day, and with 
the present state of the weather some faint hopes may still be entertained of 
good pike fishing during the Christmas holidays, which is the earnest wish of 
your humble servant.—A WAVENEY ANGLER. 


Wharfe (Yorkshire). 

The weather has been very unsettled since Saturday, which was a splendid 
day for grayling fishing ; I was told that Mr. G. Hellawell, of Leeds, killed a 
capital dish of eighteen nice fish on that day, but did not learn where they 
were taken. On Tuesday night a terrible hurricane of wind and rain passed 
over Yorkshire, doing a great deal of damage to property. I am afraid, 
therefore, that the rivers will not be in order, even for worm fishing, until the 
end of the week. To-night (Wednesday) the weather appears to be more 
settled and inclined for frost. —FRANoIS M. WALBRAN. 


Wyse and Derwent. 

There has been a slight fall of snow to-day, Thursday, which has been the 
cause of keeping a good many anglers away from the river side. Pre- 
vious to the snow falling, some good takes of mixed fish have been killed with 
the bottom, with both maggots and worms for baits. The fish have been 
killed chiefly on the Derwent between Cromford and Ambergate, aad have 
been killed by fishing in the Nottingham style. Very few grayling have 
been killed with the fly, since my last report, owing to very few naturals being 
out on the water. The weather has been very cold, and the wind very rough 
and boisterots. Several pike have been landed off the Derwent lately with 
small dace for baits, trolling. There will be no more good fly fishing on the 
Wye this season, up to Christmas, as the river istoo high. The upper lengths 
of the Derwent cught to be right by Tuesday, if the weather only holds fine.— 
JouHN JAs. Eaton. 

[Received too late for insertion last week. ] 


On Tuesday night Derbyshire was visited with one of the severest storms 
ever known to the oldest inhabitants living. It commenced about ten o’clock 
at night, and lasted till seven next morning, doing very great damage all over 
the Midlands, such as blowing hay and corn stacks over, roofs off houses, and 
chimney-pots, slates, and bricks, and fragments of woodwork ; streams all up 
and down the streets. In some places several people have lost their lives. At 
the latter end of last week, and on Monday, some fair takes of grayling were 
had on the Derwent. Mr. West got six brace of good grayling, and another 
gentleman had eight brace, all killed with small red worm, in the garden close 
to the Rutland Arms Hotel, Matlock Bath. Since then nothing has been 
done, the river being too high, and out of condition.. I hear ofsome gentlemen 
killing eight good-sized pike last week, below Croxford Station, on the Ders« 
went, with small dace for bait. Angling prospects looking not very encoura- 
ging for next week.—G. J. EATON. 


Yare (Norwich), 

During the past week I have not heard of any sport either on the river or in 
the district. I suppose the coarseness of the weather and the heavy fall of 
snow, which, of course, did not improve the condition of the water, accounts 
for the dulness in angling news. Ifind from the receipts of the Yare Society 
Boat Club that the past season compares very unfavourably with the previous 
year, September being especially a blank as against very excellent sport in 
1882, I believe this mainly due to the fact that the river authorities this year 
did not have the weeds cut as usual, consequently the roach-fishing proved so 
bad that many disciples of the gentle art became discouraged, and gave up 
much earlier than they otherwise would have done. Ali my friends agree that 
this year has been the worst for roach fora very long time. It will behove 
anglers to agitate next year for the weeds to be cut, as the stream abounds 
with fish, thanks to the efforts of the Yare Preservation Society. The receipts 
from the collecting boxes at the various fishing stations this year were as 
follows :—Cantley, 9d.; Buckenham, tos.; Surlingham, 2s. 1od.; Reedham, 
1s. 8d.; total, 15s. 3d. This speaks very badly for the visitors who frequent 
our waters, and enjoy all the benefits which the Yare Society has conferred on 
_allanglers seeking sport here. It seems hardly fair that local men should have 


to subscribe’ all the money necessary to carry out the preservation of the 


river in order that strangers may reap advantages, whilst not contributing one 
iota tothe expenses. I trust that those who con these remarks will make a 
note of this fact, and on their next visit notice the boxes also. Prospects, nil. 
Floods have succeeded the violent storm of Tuesday night, and to-night 
(Thursday) it seems as if another were rising.—RoBrrt Mott, 
nia 





H.R.H. THE PRINCE OF WALES was entertained at luncheon at the 
Holborn Restaurant, on Saturday last, by the Right Hon. Lord Henniker and 
sixty other members of the Grand Lodge of Freemasons. H.R.H. the Duke 
of Albany was also a guest on the occasion. 

Great Eastern Raruway.—CHRIsTMAS HOLIDAY ARRANGEMENTS, 1883.— 
For the accommodation of the public, tickets are issued at the following booking 
offices :—Great Eastern Westaend Office, 44, Regent Street, two doors from 
Piccadilly Circus ; Blossom’s Inn, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside; 48, Lime Street, 
City; Spread Eagle, Gracechurch Street; Swan-with-Two-Necks, Gresham 
Street ; Messrs. Cook and Son, Ludgate Circus, Fleet Street; Messrs. Gaze 
and Sons, 142, Strand; 16, Holborn; Golden Cross, Charing Cross; 70, St. 
Martin’s Lane; 28, Regent Circus, Piccadilly; Spread Eagle, Piccadilly 
Circus ; 34, Albert Gate, Knightsbridge; 23, High Street, Kensington; Mr. 
Whiteley, Westbourne Grove; 241, Oxford Street. For ali stations on the 
Great Eastern Railway, for use on forward dates, a special booking office will 
be opened at the Liverpool Street Station, on the 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st, 22nd, 
and 24th December, for the issue of tickets for use from Liverpool Street 
Station on any day up to and including 25th December, 1883. A programme, 
giving the additional trains between December 20th and 27th can be had at 
phe above offices and at all the Great Eastern Railway Stations. 
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THE AWARDS AND THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


ANOTEES meeting of exhibitors at the Fisheries Exhibition, — 
who have formed themselves into a committee to call at- 
tention to the alleged unfair manner in which the awards were — 
bestowed, was held last Wednesday, at the Cannon Street Hotel. — 
The secretary read extracts from about two hundred letters giving 
instances in which medals had been awarded to exhibits which — 
none of the jurors had seen, while others of superior merit were 
ignored. Many of the writers asserted that in several of the 
classes the jurors possessed no technical knowledge of the — 
articles they were called upon to examine. A resolution was ~ 
adopted expressing the opinion that the adjudication of awards — 
was not conducted in an equitable manner, while the jurors in 
very many instances were incompetent to discharge their duties; 
and that the general treatment of exhibitors was oppressive, high 
handed, and vexatious in the extreme, 3 
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IRISH ANGLING AND FISHING NOTES. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Dublin, Dec. 13, 1883. 


AMATEUR angling for pike and roach is the only amusement now © 
open to Waltonites on this side of the Channel, and the fish are © 
reported from various quarters as numerous and excessively lively, 
affording any amount of sport to those venturesome individuals whose 4 
zeal is sufficiently strong to enable them to brave the discomforts of — 
this chill December weather. A few days ago some enthusiastic 
friends of mine spent twelve hours on two successive afternoonsin 
this pursuit, and I cannot do better than give you in one oftheir 
words a description of their work. 5 
“We started from Dublin,” he says, “ early in the morning to have 
a day’s sport on the banks of the Santry waters, which abound with 
pike, roach, and innumerable other fish. Having arrived at our — 
destination, we got our rods in order and set to, and for the space of 
two hours our best anticipations were more than realised, having, on 
inspecting our baskets, found them all but replete with some of the © 
finest fish that ever we had the pleasure of drawing. We then sat 
down to luncheon, and enjoyed fully the contents of our well-filled — 
hamper. Having thoroughly primed ourselves for further soort, and 
having enjoyed our magnificent catch in a rather secluded spot, near 








which there was erected a rustic bridge, we determined on resuming 
our operations in the same water. Having done so, we were more ~ 
than astonished at the utter inhospitality of the fish—not one of the 
many which we easily perceived gambolling about in the water at our 
feet would even go near the favourite food with which we had stocked 
our hooks, and which at an earlier hour they seemed—of course, they 
did not live to tell the tale—to so greatly relish. Patience has a limit: — 
but for four mortal hours we coaxed and coaxed, to no end ; they would 
not take, and what tantalised us more than any other thing was the 
beauty of their movements around our lines, as if trying our patience 
with their serpentine manceuvres. At last, utterly fatigued and worn 
out, we determined to retrace our steps, for the shades of night were — 
falling around the scene of our hopeless labours, where hope and 
triumph reigned so many short hours before. To add to our annoy- 
ance and dejection, we had supplied some rustic on-gazers with the — 
results of our morning’s enterprise, and now we bold Waltonites of — 
morning sunshine and hope silently took our homeward journey, 
taking care to stow away our baskets and rods so that our many © 
friends would be put off the scent. It is needless to add that we 
returned sadder, if wiser, men. This singular conduct on the part of 
the voracious pike and other fish seems to me to be well worthy of © 
publication,” ‘ ; 
The storm of yesterday and to-day will probably prove disas- 
trous to many of our luggers engaged in winter deep-sea fishing. — 
On the Western coast its violence for twenty-four hours was extreme, 
compelling the various fleets to run for shelter, many of them in a very 
disabled condition, and on the Eastern coast matters were almost as 
doleful. Up to the present herrings were taken in considerable | 
numbers; but after this fierce hurricane the fish will not be readily 
captured for a long time. Mackerel are still being taken on the 
Southern coast and off Loop Head, near Foynes; but their quality is 
poor, and they are scarcely worth the trouble entailed in securing 
them. Amateurs still try their luck off Howth for conger, hake, and 
cod; but they do not venture out far enough, and their “ takes” are 
correspondingly small. Some good sport, L understand, is even at this 
advanced season of the year being obtained on Lough Neagh, ~ 
situated between the counties of Antrim, Armagh, and Down, the 
largest lake in the United Kingdom, the fish here being ‘ pollen,” as 
like as may beto a herring, but with a different though pleasant 
flavour. Professional fishermen make quite as much money by the | 
capture of “ pollen’? as their brethren do who operate.in the Channel © 
—a ready market always existing for the finny denizen of Lough 
Neagh. This is the water of which Moore wrote— 


On Lough Neagh’s banks, as the fisherman strays, 
When the clear cold eve’s decliniug, * 
He sees the Round Towers of other days ” 

In the waves beneath him shining. 


And to such of my readers as have not yet whipped the waters of this 
classic lake I would say, try it in February, the sport, I can vouch for , 
it, being thoroughly enjoyable to a true Waltonian. 
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REGISTERED THAMES FISHERMEN AND OTHERS. 


THE following are the names ‘of the fishermen and owners of boats 
used and let out for angling, besides those fishermen who, not owning 
boats, follow the calling of fishermen, all of whom are required, by 
No. 11 By-law of the Thames, 1883, to register their names by letter 
or in person, and to pay a fee of 1s. to the Secretary of the Con- 
servancy Board, for which a number is given to each, and instruction 
to make such known by plain letters on the bow and one quarter on 
one side of their craft, sothat the authorised officers and holders of 
deputations from the Conservancy, as well as the general public, may 
be able to recognise both number and owner when requisite. Owners 
of more than one boat have an additional letter, as a. b. c., &c. 


Number. 


Name. Place. 


ELSES NG 2. 
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Nor FISHERMZN—SUCH AS INNKEEPERS, BOAT BUILDERS, BOAT 


Number. 


LETTERS, &C. 


. W.B. Clark 


Fredk. Talboys 
Will Such .. 

A. Beesley, sen. 
A. Beesley, jun. 
Wi'!l Penn .. 
Fredk. Casey 
Jas. B. Turner 
Fredk. Batten 
Fk, Whiteman. 
Geo. Green (a. b, c.) 
Benjn. Beesley 

A. Walder., +e 
Jas. West .. a 
Frank Strange .. 
F. Cox +e 

John Rush a 
Abraham Garratt .. 
Geo, Bartholomew 
John Saunders 
R. C. Mills 
Geo. Ashley ae 
Will Davidson ., 
Thos. Lovegrove .. 
E. T. Ashley (a. b.) 
Ed. Sheppard 
E. Phillips... 
Tukseel” 2.2 ee 
Henry Knight .. 
T. Bowler ., 
H. Holdway 
Geo. Boyd.. 
Wm, Clark 
Wm. Why.. +e . 
Joseph Collins (a.b.) .. 
‘T. Sadler . 
Sam. Crampton ., 
Henry King . 


. 
. 
e oe 
. 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 

. 
. 


. 
. oe 
. 
. 


Alfred Parrott . 
Will Parrott “ . 
Edwd. Vaughan .. c 
Thos. Potter (a. b.) ‘ 
J. Harvey (a. b.) .. . 
HH. Hooper,,. a . 
Thos. Neale a 
Charles Hamilton... 
‘Will Vaughan 

Geo. Richardson ,, 
Geo. Arlett (a. b.) 
H E. Hobbs oe 
Robt. W. Young... . 
E. Townsend, jun. (a. b. c.) 
Robt. Shaw, jun. (a. b. c.) 
Henry Rockall 
James White 
Thos. Grove © 
Geo. Hatch 
Geo. Coster 
Will Coster 
Thos. Barres 
Edwd. Godden 
Mark Andrews (no boat) 
Henry Wilder (a. b. c.) .. 
Henry John Wilder. 
George Winn te 
Edwd. Andrews, sen. 
Edwd. Andrews, jun. 
Jas. Andrews AK 
Joseph Gill a 
Charles Culley (no boat) 


( 
oe 
ee 
ee 
oe 
ee . 
ee 
. 
. oe 


Charles Andrews .. 

Josh. Brooks is 

Robt. Plummer, sen. 
Robt Plummer, jun. 
Geo. Plumridge ,, a0 
Wg Grey tr. e oe 
Geo. Paice,, Cit 
Richd. Gray as a 
Will Palmer ae 
G. Lumsden ~e 
Vakioare; sen.) = 5. 
Hy. Hoare., eo oe 
George Keene .,, ei 
Will Haines (a, b.) ve 


oe 


ee 


ane ay) Be é 


ee es 
dela oie ate sO) Sh. a wale = 
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ta ate 8 
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. 
. 
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. 
. 
. 
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. 
° 
. 
. 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
° 
. 
. 
e 
. 
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Sater Oy Oo a 8: 


Oxford. 


” 
” 


Sandford. 
Clifton Hampden. 
Dorchester. 


” 
Benson. 


” 


9 
fouth Stoke. 
Shillingford, 
Cholsey. 
Moulsford. 
Goring. 


” 
” 
Streatley. 


” 
Pangbourne. 

y? 

” 


Purley. 
Caversham. 


” 


Reading. 


Tilehurst. 
Sonning. 
Wargrave. 


” 
Henley. 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 
” 


Medmenham ; 
Hurley. 
Marlow. 


%? 
Cookham. 
Maidenhead. 

3? 

9? 

” 

” 

” 

3? 

” 

” 

” 

” 


Monkey Island. 
Windsor. 


»” 
”? 
> 
Eton. 
Datchet. 
”? 


Old Windsor; 


Name. Place. 
547 Stephen Blake .., fi be ». Sandford. 
538 Jas. Stevens a ae Oc .. Abingdon. 
556 Henry James iG as = rh a 
520 James Lowe Sa ' .. Dorchester. 
525 John Reynolds (a. b.) .. ee .. Shillingford. 
529 Wm. Cope (a.b.).. te a .. Wallingford. 
531 Thos. A'fd. Simmonds ,, esc te ” 
530 Jas. Eastwell Te An a . ” 
519 Mrs. Hannah Clowdesley (a. b.) fe ” 
563 Thos. Grubham ., as c oe ” 
507 S. Swadling (a. b.) ne : .» Moulsford. 
500 Charles Birch a oe ae .. Goring. 
543. W. Cawston (a.b.c.) .. ee ,. Caversham. 
545 T. Freebody ‘fe eo An on ” 
554 W. Moss (a. b.) .. oe a ee ” 
518 A. East ne ie a By .. Reading. 
B27) Gawsitms: (An DecC.) are ve an an ” 
541 Geo. Lewendon (a. b.) .. 3 oe ” 
544 Wyatt and Sons (a. b. c. d.) F .. Wargrave. 
559 Geo. Haines a6 +e . +» Marlow, 
564 J. D. Cannon sé ee an oe ” 
565° J. C.Trup,. aE oe he a ys 
553 Eliz. Lacey (a. b.c.) a) as .. Cookham. 
524 Richd Poulton (a.b.c.d.) .. v 
558 Wm. Deacon (a.b.c. d.e. f.) .. .. Maidenhead. 
540 Hy. Woodhouse (a. b. c.d.e. f. g. hii.) Bray. 
566 Martha Cox (a.b.c.) .. is yee Datchet. 
552 Henry Parkins (a b.c.).. aD -. Eton. 
537 Robert Allen (a. b.) ; Windsor, 


535 Landlord of Anglers’ Rest (a. b.) Ry Egham. 


CREEL. 








CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS. 


By eB. 


THE usual monthly meeting of the West Central Association of 
London and Provincial angling societies will take place at the Portman 
Arms, Great Quebec Street, Baker Street, on Friday evening, 
December 21st, Mr. L. Bonvoisin in the chair, Mr. Beckett in the 
vice-chair, taken at 9 o’clock sharp; books open for the transaction 
of financial business at half-past eight. Some business of importance 
—including proposed alterations in the present system of paying 
rewards for the conviction of persons guilty of poaching, or other 
kindred illegal practices—will be on for discussion, and it is hoped 
there will be a goodly muster of delegates present. On this occasion 
Mr. Tibbatts will take his seat as secretary for the first time ata 
monthly meeting of the association. 

Testimonial to Mr. T. Hoole.—It is intended to make this presen- 
tation as early in the New Year as possible, and I would take itas a 
great favour if secretaries of angling societies and others who have 
received any moneys towards this fund will kindly let me have their 
returns as soon as possible. 

Many readers of the FISHING GAZETTE must have read ‘‘ I. C. U.’s” 
notes in last week’s number—+re flounders—with considerable amuse- 
ment and interest. Few, indeed, probably only a few, of the initiated 
seem to graspthe full meaning of this movement for stocking the Thames 
above Teddington lock with these, from a culinary point of view, 
excellert flat fish. That so doing will—nay, has already—necessitated 
some expenditure of time and labour on the part of the Thames 
Angling Preservation Society Committee and their employés scarcely 
requires stating ; that it will also entail some expenditure of funds, 
though, probably, not great, is also pretty clear; that if the experi- 
ment is successful, and the netsmen are once more allowed to capture 
these fish above Richmond Bridge, and, indeed, above Teddington, 
under proper supervision, they, the netsmen, will be benefited, there 
can be no possible doubt. On the other hand, the movement suggests 
certain reflections to a thinking mind. We have been reminded by 
“T, C. U.,” who is evidently no mean authority, how excellent 
the Thames flounder fishery already is, and our friend, Mr. 
W. H. Brougham—whose right to speak authoritatively no 
one will for a moment doubt—is never weary of reminding 
us how, owing to the increased purity of the river, the fish each year 
head lower down towards London to meet the tides, and thus, by 
extending the fishing, their grounds increase the netsmen’s chances. 
Now, in the face of all this, itis proposed to legalise the presence of our 
‘told foes”? in waters rescued from them, and for years preserved 
and stocked by the expenditure of much money and disinterested, 
unpaid, and, therefore, all the more valuable, labour on the part of 
Mr. Thomas Spreckley and his never-weary little band of co-workers 
of the Thames Angling Piscatorial Society. Of course, we are told 
they, the netsmen, will be allowed to net ‘‘ under proper supervision” 
—which isa good expression, but analysed is not so satisfactory. 
Why, my good masters, has all the supervision in the past been able to 
prevent your horrible Brentford gangs from doing an occasional run 
up into your waters above Bridge, and on suitable nights, and witha 
suitable tide, securing a haul of fish? You admit that your stretch 
of tidal water, from Richmond to Teddington, gives you more trouble 
and anxiety than all the rest of your portion of the river. Well, lam 
no alarmist, but I frankly own (and, I believe, others besides myself 
will do so) I view with something more than suspicion this contem- 
plated extension of the flounder-net fishery, in return for which no 
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compensating benefit has up to now been even hintedat. There, 
however, may be more in this ‘‘ thanis dreamt of in our philosophy,” 
and perhaps it will be better to reserve a positive expression of opinion 
until ‘‘the powers that be” see fit to take their brother anglers into 
their confidence. 

Apropos of flounders.—While angling this summer at Richmond 
with one of the best and oldest professionals, I was nota little amused 
and puzzled by my attendant gravely asserting that flounders were 
“‘the greatest curse out in a barbel swim.’”’ On my asking why, he 
pointed out—and, indeed, made me feel—the exceedingly sharp 
serrate ridges on the upper side of the flat fish, the full effect of 
which the barbel also felt while rooting about on the bottom with 
head up-stream, and in so doing passed sharply over the flounder. 
There are the spines on the one fish, there unmistakably are the red 
spots on the under side of the other, and both are essentially bottom 
huggers, like St. Thomas. However, I am incredulous in spite of the 
evidence; but the theory is—if nothing more—very ingenious, and 
asit was givento me, so I retail it, in the hopes some reader of 
the GAZETTE will be able to throw light on the point. 

Re coarse fish culture !—Last season’s experiments with the Lund’s 
boxes were not so complete a success as they, no doubt, will be in the 
future; the experience gained, cannot fail to prove valuable next 
season, now fast approaching, for several of our best and most prized 
kinds of coarse fish—notably perch. It is, however, most earnestly to 
be hoped some experiments will be carried out on the system ofa 
series of ponds recommended by Mr. R. B. Marston, warmly advo- 
cated by Messrs. Geen, Ghurney, Bonvoisin and others, and for which 
Mr. Holden kindly furnished capital plans, drawings, &c. I believe, 
on estimate, the one great benefit of such an experiment would be 
that its success or failure could be positively ascertained almost 
immediately in the event of the fry hatching ; and even aliowing for a 
percentage of them escaping, such a large number of quickly-zgrowing 
youngsters would be left, and which is of more importance retained, 
until a little better able to take care of themselves, as would satisfy 
the most sceptical, and do more to insure the success of coarse fish 
culture than all the essays ever written or read. Would such an ex- 
periment commend itself to the National Fish-Culture Association ? 

Fish stuffing.—That the collection of Freshwater fish at the Great 
International Fisheries Exhibition was a magnificent one there is no 
denying—certainly such a show never was got together before, 
but there were several points about it which must have struck even a 
casual observer, leaving’ out the glaring instances where the 
taxidermist, striving after effects ‘‘ beyond nature ”’ has systematically 
cut the extremities of fins intended to be concave, or convex-square, 
extended dorsal, and other fins at angles never contemplated, if, 
indeed, possible in life, ‘‘ improved,” them with coats of bright 
colo:rs, not merely completely hiding their beautiful transparency, 
but also the delicate fin rays. I say, leaving out these and dealing 
only with the better preserved fish in which the stuffer had striven, 
and with success, to adhere to nature’s forms and colours, there was, 
with barely a few exceptions, a terrible monotony of treat- 
ment. With the exception of the weight of the fish and the 
name of the captor—one might be taken as a sample 
of all—little wooden hatches with glass fronts and sides, a few spike 
weeds at back, and gravel and sand, at the bottom, and the fish 
apparently suspended or swimming above in space—there was 
scarce an attempt at artistic grouping. No taxidermist worthy the 
name would be guilty of setting up birds, animals, or even reptiles 
as fish were here set up, though nearly all these varieties of form, 
the choice of positions, and the brilliancy of hues render the subjects 
less dependent upon artistic accessories. Of course remedy rests with 
those having trophies preserved: so long as they wish for nothing 
different, the stuffer is perfectly justified in pursuing his one method 
—a demand for something different would surely stimulate the desire 
and effort to supply what was required. I may be asked to makea 
suggestion. I am not a professional fish preserver, and would rather 
leave the initiative to such. Failing their coming forward, I shall be 
pleased, at the risk of having them pooh-poohed, to give what sug- 
gestions have occurred to me from time to time, hoping they may lead 
to improved ones from those who, like myself, have noticed and re- 
gretted the wooden way in which the pick of the piscatorial trophies 
of our red-letter days are ‘‘ made beautiful for ever.” 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

SEVERN GRAyLING.—Did you not see Mr. Howse’s letter on waterproofing 
lines in our issue a fortnightago? Many thanks for the names. 

Ligurp Fish Guue.—The address of the London agent of the American Liquid 
Fish Glue Company, is Mr. T. Eckhardt, 3, Crown Court, Milton Street, 
London, E.C. Messrs. Allcock and Co , of Redditch, supply this glue in 
6d. bottles. We can strongly recommend it. The great advan'age is in 
having a strong g!ue always ready for use without heating. 

Gxo. WELCH, ReDpITCH.— We sent the herring roe with the live worms in it to 

Professor Huxley, He says he thinks they are the small white worms which 
breed and feed in decaying matter. We have seen white waxslike worms 
exactly like those among dead and stale garden worms. 

H. Suirn, 9, Avenue Terrace, Winchester.—You should send to Mr. James 
Jones, 2, Stanfield Road, Bow, London, for his catalogue of second-hand 
bcoks on angling. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselvesresponsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.} 


__ 


REDDITCH FLIES. 
Srr,—As you do not say definitely in your foot-note that you have closed 
this correspondence, I appeal to your sense of justice to allow me space for 
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replying to Mr. Rowe’s letter. That gentleman, without cause or provocation, 
commenced an attack upcn the trade of our district—an attack which was cal- 
culated not only to mislead your readers, but to give rise to erroneous and in- 
jurious prejudices. In maintaining this course, several opp »nents have from 
time to time appeared in your columns against him. His quaint ideas and 
modes of expression have been somewhat roughly handled, I know, which 
may excuse sume of the bitterness of his last letter, but not all. So far as T 
have taken part in this controversy, [ have confined ‘myself strictly to dealing ~ 
with his arguments, and not with him personally. ‘ P 

You say ‘you know nothing more mean than an abusive anonymous letter.” 
Neither do I, sir, unless it be malicious invendo and cowardly insinuation, bea 
gotten in envy and brought forth in malice. Mr. Rowe's insinuations, al- 
though unmistakably directed at me, fall wide of the mark, and here perhaps 
it will be as well to set him right on one or two points more. 

(1) There are no such persons in Redditch or district as ‘‘ poor fly dressers,’’ 
who make flies in the winter and sell them to ‘‘ hardeners and packmen,”’ or 
any other individuals.. Each ore, I believa, without exception, in the trade 
gives out the principal materials, and has the stock made up according to re- 
quirement, and for which a standard price is regularly paid —the same in winte’ 
as summer ; and I challenge Mr. Rowe and those who are ‘‘priming him” 
behind the scenes to give a single case to the contrary. Personally, Mr. Rowe 
knows nothing of Redditch, its trade, or its trade customs, or he would not be 
deficient in the simples$ of its technicalities. ; 

(2) Close upon forty years ago I served an apprenticeship with Messrs. H. 
Milward and Sons at the fish-hook hardening, tempering, and finishing 
processes, and zot needles. In 1867 I had the honour of representing the 
needle and fish-hook district as an artisan reporter at the Paris Exhibition. 
Since I have been in business I have taken out three pitents, and am serving 
some of the largest and best houses in London and elsewhere with credit and 
satisfaction, as my books will show. 

(3) I have never yet carried stock on the road of any description, nor sold a 
single shillingsworth except from samples and orders. So much for the hints 
about ‘‘packmen,’’ &c. I am sorry to have to say this much concerning 
myself, but Mr, Rowe’s object is so palpably intended to injure me com. 
mercially that I am driven to do so. 

With your permission I will now notice what little Mr. Rowe advances 
relevant to fly-making. I gave extracts from two of the best books onanging 
ever published—‘' Walton and Cotton,’? edited by ‘*Ephemera,’’ and_ 
‘«Stewart’s Practical Angler.’? Mr. Rowe wipes them off by calling their 
opinions ‘‘ farce ’? and ‘* humbug,’’ ‘‘ which can be had in any boy’s sixpenny , 
book.’’? Comment upon this would be insulting your readers. ‘* Herons and water ~ 
rats’ fur. (we are next informed). are all alike.?’ I presume he means that 
herons are all alike in colour, and that water rats are all alike in colour; if so, 
he is againin error. The heron is subject to the same variation of colour as 
other birds, and the water rat varies from light dun to russet and black and all 
intermediate shades. It will certainly require something more reliable than 
herons and water rats’ for to ‘‘ fix’’ the colour of a fly. 

I believe I have now noticed all worthy of notice in Mr. Rowe’s letter; and 
thanking you—I am, &c., W. GUISE. 

Redditch, Dec. 12th, 1883. 


PROVINCIAL AND LONDON MAKERS. 

S1r,—I am not surprised to see so many letters in reply to Mr. Hardy’s, 
and thinking he may need support under such misfortune, I have ventured to 
trespass on your valuable space with my opinicn, which may or may not be of ~ 
value. 

For many years fly-fishing for trout and grayling has been my delight and 
study, and I have spared no expense in procuring rods and tackle of the best 
description, having patronised most of the London trade under the impression 
that the ‘‘ best of everythirg” was to be found in London; but was greatly 
astonished, as you may imagine, on going through the Fisheries Exhibition in ~ 
quest of the best rods, to find what I had vainly looked for in London at the | 
stand of Hardy Bros., and I at once ordered two of their cane-built rods to be © 1 
made forme. I have used them since many times, and am delighted with 
them, for the easy equal balance and springy limberness which I had not been 
able to obtain before, and I think it would be worth while for some of the — 
London makers to take a lesson from Hardy's rods.—I am, &c., 

R. BRADFORD. 


—_— 2. 


Holland Park, Bayswater, W., London, December 11th. 





FISHING IN THE YARE, ISLE OF WIGHT. - : 
Sir,—I see that Mr. J. L. Meyer writes for information re the above in your 
GazeErte of the 8th December, and beg to hand you a few jottings of sport had 
by myself during the last season in the above stream between Alverstone and 
Horringford, principally a quarter of a mile east and west of Newchurch Station, 
I have not kept any record of the dace, roach, and eels that I took, although € 
have taken many of the latter from 2 1b. to 3b. weight. The time lamable 
to fish is only from 11.15 a.m. till I p.m., and baits used were flies; gentles, and 
worms. I commenced fishing for trout in April, in which month [I fished four 
times, and took seven trout, weighing 3lb. t110z In May I was out six 
times, and took seventeen trout, gross weight 11lb 90z., two best fish 
lb. 120z. and r1lb. 30z.; June, three times, and captured five fish, 
weighing 3]b. 20z.; July, three times and took nine trout, weighing 71b. 
10 0z.; August, three times, and caught seven trout, 31b. 9 oz; September, I was 
out eight times, and took nineteen fish, gross weight 181b. 10 0z., the four 
best scaling 71lb. 60z.; a total of sixty-four fish of the total weight of 47% lb. 
—not bad sport for about fifty-four hours’ work. A Mr. Peel, of Newport, 
caught a trout this season here weighing over 41b., and several large ones have 
been seen since. I find an easterly wind best for this stream, as then I can fish 
upstream. The water is shallow for the greater part of the distance from 
Horringford to Alverstone (about two miles), and very weedy most part of the 
summer. As the stream runs most of the way by the side of the railway, persons” ¢ 
desirous of fishing must obtain permission from the manager of the Isle of ; 





Wight Railway (Newport Junction) to do so,—I am, &c., 
: : PiscaTorR. 
P.S.—There used to be good bass fishing from Rocken End, a few miles 
west of Ventnor. : vf 
{Many thanks for sending this information.—ED. } 





TENCH WANTED. : 
Srr,— Could any of your numerous readers favour me withsome address where ~ 
I could obtain a supply ef tench fry at a moderate rate ? <1 


Dec. 15, 1885] 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


617 








I am thinking of introducing these fish into a lake which I think would be 
highly suitable for them, and would be very glad ifsome gentleman who has 
had experience in such matters would give me a few hints as to the best season 
of the year to put the young fish into their new water, the best size of fish to 
get, the relative proportions of male and female fish, and anything else which 
would forward the suczess of the scheme,—I am, &c., TENCH. 

Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Dec. 8th, 1823. 

[We do not know where coarse fish of any kind can be got. We have given 
the address of one or two people to inquirers, but are informed they cannot 
supply fish now. The fact is, the demand can rarely be suppliedin a legitimate 
manner as no-one breeds coarse fish ; in most cases, consequently a water is 
stucked now by some poachers unstocking another! Tench are very hardy and 
can be moved at anytime of year; they require muddy, weedy lakes to do 
well.—Eb. | 


THE COMMONS PRESERVATION SOCIETY. 
_ Str,—Thinking the two! letters, which I herewith send you, would prove of 
interest to your readers, and possibly assist the Commons Preservation 
Society to the information they are asking for, I will be much obliged 
if you will allow them to appear.—I am, &c., PHILIP GEEN. 
Barnes, 13th December. 


6, Liacoln’s Inn. fields, London, November 29, 1883. 

Dear Ste, —I understand you are well acquainted with most of the angling 
societies of London, and I shall, therefore, be much obliged if you could give 
an approximate estimate of the number of societies, and of the total number 
of members belonging to them. 

I want the information for the Commons Preservation Society. And please 
state whether I may take it that most of these people are in the habit of 
fishing in the Thames.—I am, &c., 


P. Geen, Esq. Prrcivant BIRKETT. 








6, Lincoln’s Inn-fields, London, roth December, 1883. 
Dear Stz,— Many thanks for the list of angling societies. 
I suppose if I were to put the anglers who do not belong to societies 
at three times the number of those who do, I should be under the number. 
Ihope you will do what you can to bring to the notice of the Commons 
Preservation Society every attempt which is made to interfere with the 
free use of the Thames by the public.—Yours faithfully, 
PHERCIVAL BIRKETT. 
P. Geen, Lowther Lodge, Lonsdale-road, Barnes, 


THE BETTER ORGANISATION OF ANGLING CLUBS. 

Stz,—I am afraid the remarks of “I. C. U.’’ and his praiseworthy endeavours 
to get anglers to actin manner worthy of their cause will fail, as other previous 
attempts have failed. I am proud to belong to a club that seisa good ex- 
ample, and has never been backward in subscribing to every call that had for 
its object the welfare of the general body of anglers. The name of the 
Waltonians is never missing from any subscription list that has the before- 
mentioned object in view ; but there are among us those who are getting tired 
of dipping into our funds for common objects, and finding ourselves constantiy 
among a small minority, who alone respond to the call of duty. Take the 
Thames Rights Defence Association : I think I have it on your authority, Mr. 
Editor, that less than £80 was subscribed to it. One would have thought that 
such a noble cause would at least have been responded to, to the extent of a 
guinea from the funds of every London Club; but miserable, contemptible 
wretches, they prefer to spend money in peg-down matches, and other compe- 
titions which bring disgrace on anglers and angling, and have a tendency to 
close all waters against tis rather than to keep them open. 

Then the questior of better organisation, ignorance at the one end and possi- 
bly vanity at the other, is likely the reason of this want of union. There are 
some men who have it in their power to do good to a cause, but will refrain from 
doing it unless they can be No. I. Unfortunately they will not stop there, but 
if their. own fancied claims are slighted will do all they can to mar any good 
being done at all. Unity isstrength, and it is only self. interest, or the grossest 
and most contemptible ignorance, that would offer to stand in the way of a 
scheme for uniting the administration of the business of the three Associations. 
T don’t wish to attack anyone—indeed, I am not in a position to attack anyone, 
as [ don’t know any of the circumstances under which the third Association 
was formed ; but when I heard of its formation, I expressed my regret at it. I 
was told, in reply, by its defenders that it had become necessary. Ifit is so, I 
said, it can only be a necessary evil. é 

Talking recently to an angler, he said it was necessary to have a third Asso- 
ciation to check the other two. Then, I said, I suppose it will be necessary to 
have afourth to check the other three, andso on. If you have a single associa- 
tion and a fair system of representation of all the clubs, what more can any 
reasonable man ask for ? : 

Clubs should be represented according to the number of their members. Of 
course if everyone is determined to have his own way, and when a majority 
decide on a certain course, the minority, after having the privilege of speak- 











ing and voting on the subject, will not give in, the present state of affairs must 
continue, to the detriment of everybody.—I am, &c., 
A. J. MArriotrT. 
We did not make the statemert about the amount subscribed to the 
T.R.D.S., but we think ‘I, C, U.” said that the balance in hand at present 
was only about £69; but then a great many law expenses have been incurred, 
—ED ] 





THE WHEELDON ‘TESTIMONIAL. 


; a following is the complete list of subscriptions to the above 
und ;— 


NAME. fo Sade NAME. YGaET kee 
Captain A. J. Alfred ie Lee lore O, Brought forward ..46 14 6 
W. B. Adlington, Esq. oh eto Pasprecklsyy sar, cre +. 2 2 0 
Angler,. ie 56 I t o|G.H. Thurston, Esq. 2 210 
A. Benningfield, Esq. 2 2 0} Walworth Waltonians vi, WO Me 
W. 4H. Brougham, Esq. i 0-0) C Pi Wheatstone, Esqo)a..m2ei2s © 
Dr. Brunton ., an +» I 1 O| Silver Trout Angling Society 1 2 0 
C. Bates, Esq ve .. I I O|-Stanley Anglers Ac a eI 
M. H. Blamey, Esq. .. 2 2 O| Cambridge Fiiendly Angling 
RaG@a Clench Hsqra a. PLR os Society be es we Lege O 
T. Crumplen, Esq. .. .. I I o| J. T. Carrington, Esq. I pO 
Eig Bs Eyre yn ioSC an ees 2a 2 | Bidendly Anglers) Sts a teh ch 1G 
J. Ross Faulkner, Esq. owl tO tons A, bligh AE Kay fey a 
E, Foreman, Esq. .. ot lO} FL, Brett, sq. ae Pp a) 
D. Goodger, Esq. .. .. 0 10 6] J. Collins, Esq. se j. % 1OaRO 
T. Gillatt, Esq. oe .. 0 10 6} United Brothers (Deptford). 0 6 oO 
H. Gray, Esq- .. O10 6|H.L. W. Godwin, Esq. .. 0 Io 6 
J. W. Gant, Esq. ¢ .. 0.10. 6| H. B. Brown, Esq. .. vn Lo eo 
P. Geen, Esq. oe .. I I O]| Maidenhead, Cookham, an 
T. Huggett, Esq. .. 2a ae Bray Thames Angling Pre- 
F. C. Hatfield, Esq... ea? EK) servation Society .. wee SO 
Te J. Hamp, Feq. I 1 o| Crescent Angling Society .. 0 Io 6 
W. Hull, Esq. “a .« 2 2 .0| W. Senior, Esq. oe ee OK: 
J. Keaechtl Esq. «1s «» 2 2 O|R.C. Blundell, Esq. ee OetOm. 6 
Avys Littles sgt 2: .. I I o| Reading and District Angling 
F. H. Lemann, Esq. », ewer 6". {Associatian.. Br Tee a Ze O 
R. B. Marston, Esq. . 2 2 O,H. B. (Piscatorial) .. Ouse 
J. A. Nicholay, Esq. 2 2 o|Gresham Anglers .. ees. SO 
A. Nuthall, Esq... . I I 0O| Allcock and Co. ac <Q 
Rei, Pugh, Esqca a. 1a2 9260'S. Allcock, Hsq-= .. LJ t.0 
E. Pratt, Esq. Ae 2 2 o| Dr. Lewin ne Se 53, Lee vO 
B. Perelli-Rocco, Esq. . 2 2 o| A Few Members of the Rich- 
W. G. Skinner, Esq. +0 10,.6 mond Piscatorials ., <7 ke FOmeO 
A. Smith, Esq. ae > b) ly, 0} J, Gumes,, Esq. ae BO ae Lis’ Ke) 
T. R. Sachs, Esq. le LO en 
Total aio I oO 
Carried forward P4040 2 es 


—I am, &c., M. H. BLAMEy, 
Honorary Secretary and Treasurer. 


62, Charing Cross, S.W. 





SWIMMING THE WORM.—WATERPROOFING LINKS. 

Srm.— Having read your notes on grayling (in GAzETTE of November 24th), 
I note that, in concluding that article, you talk of swimming the worm in clear, 
low water for grayling,.and up-stream worm fishing for trout. Now, for the 
benefit of myself and others, being a novice, I should be greatly obliged if you 
would publish these two methods of fishing ; for, not far from my house there 
is a river that contains both these kinds of fish, and I have been trying for 
some time to get hold of some of the grayling, but with very indifferent success. 
On November 29th I was trying my hand when it was just such a water as you 
describe, but I could not get a touch with the worm, although I had a very 
nice lot. I tried the maggot, and I got a few fish on; but not one did I land, 
for they had a way of their own in getting off, although I used them very 
gently. So if you will kindly reply you will greatly oblige. : 

I see that ‘* Enquirer’’ is asking for instructions for waterproofing lines. I 
beg to inform him that last week I waterproofed a pike line that I made 
myself with solid paraffin, according to instructions published in the FisHING 
GAZETTE of January 6th, 1883. I inclose a bit of the line so that you can 
pass your opinion on it. I do not expect that I have made it up to the mark, 
as it is the first I have ever tried either to make or waterproof.—_I am, &c , 

DERBY. 

[Mr. Walbran has promised to write a description of winter fishing with the 
worm in Yorkshire streams ; he and another first-rate Wharfe angler initiated us 
into the mysteries of ‘‘ swimming the worm”? recently inthe Wharfe. We only 
gave ita fair trial on one occasion, and then got fourteen fine grayling 
out of the Yorkshire Dove. Not a single fish rose during the five hours 
we were on the water. The beauty of this fishing is that it keeps you on the 
move ; you must fish fine, aod use a good deal of judgment in selecting places 
and depth of swim, and in striking; but Mr. Walbran will describe it con 
amore.—ED. | 
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ALMON, TROUT, CHAR, GRAY-| FOOD. FOOD, FOOD. 


PREPARED 


Railway Station, Cannon Street. 


LING and other OVA and FRY for Stocking Lakes, 
Riyers, and Ponds. Every country house should have its 
fish pond. Instructions and price list on application.—J, J 
AnmistEAD, Solway Fishery, Dumfries, N.B. 


LONDON & COUNTY 
| ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


7; Cash advances from 
Lt £10 to £500, at mode- 
rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 


Ee SHIeI SS; 
3 CHANCERY LANE, 


Joun STONE, Sec. 


6d. per Pkt. 





ANTS’ 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—ONE) SHIL- 
LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 


6d. per Pkt. at Three and Eight. 





OYAL AQUARIUM. — POLAR 
WALRUS from the Arctic Regions. The greatest 
Curiosity of this age. One of Nature’s wonders. Adm ssion 


EGGS. 


A Nourishing Food for all kinds of Is, 
FresH WaArTER FisH. 
Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.RH.S. 


Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Reetles, &c. fo 
the Aquaria, 


52, King William Street, City, and South-Eastern 


N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders of all 
kinds of Fish 





OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
BECKWITH’S ENTERTAINMENT, by Miss 
Beckwith, her brothers Willie and Charles, and Professor 
Beckwith, her father, at 5.30 and 9.30. Admission ONE 
SHILLING, from Aquarium or by Abbey entrance. 





Re eee AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 
a Sede alae BULLS, taught by Herr ujer, 
4.55 ando.rs, ‘ 
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Established 1877 as a Weekly Newspaper. 
“An excellent class organ.’”,—TZhe World. ‘* One of the best authorities on these and kindred subjects.’”’—TZyuth. 


Folio, 28 Pages, with many Illustrations, Price 2d, 


THE ILLUSTRATED WINTER DOUBLE NUMBER 
THE FISHING GAZETTE 


Will contain the following and many other Articles of Special Interest to Country Gantlem3n and all who take an Interest in 
Sport by Lake and River :— 


On Angling for Salmon with the Fly. 


By G. M. KELSON (one of the most accomplished Salmon Anglers living.) 


Scottish Loch Scenery. 


This Article gives a Description of some of the most Important Angling Lochs, with Information respecting the Angling 


Among the Welsh Mountains. 


(ILLUSTRATED.) A brightly-written account of Trout Fishing on some Welsh Streams. 


A Trouting Reminiscence. 


By R. B. MARSTON (Editor Fisuina GAZETTE.) 


The Angler’s Guide. 


By T, F. SALTER, Gent. (1808.) A Brief Account of this Valuable and Practical Work on Angling, which has passed through many Editions since it was 
first Published in 1808, but is now Out of Print. 


With Fac-simile Reproductions of many of the Original Illustrations. 


Fish Culture. 


‘Much can be done with little water.” By Dr. BRUMME. Translated from the German by R. B. Marston. 


Winter Grayling Fishing. 


Illustrations of the Great International Fisheries 
Exhibition Gold Medals. 


In the Gloaming: 


TROUT FISHING ON A MIDSUMMER NIGHT. 


(ILLUSTRATED.) 





AMONG THE ILLUSTRATIONS ARE 
VIEWS OF THE BAY OF OBAN. 
THE WYE AT NEWPORT. 


THE KYLES OF BUTE, 
LOCH LOMOND, ABERGAVENNY, 
And other Scotch and Welsh Scenes. 
VIEWS ON THE THAMES AND LEA, &c. 


Together with otker Varied and Interestiing Articles. Reports from our Provincial Correspondents—English, Irish, and Scotch. 


IRISH NOTES from our own Correspondent. 
Reviews of Books, Novelties, &c. ‘‘ Letters to the Editor’? on Various Subjects, and 
Advertisements of All Kinds likely to be Useful to British Sportsmen at Home and Abroad. 


N.B.—A Page of the FISHING GAZETTE is the size of this Page, and only costs the Advertiser for Composition, Correction, Paper, Printing, 
and Delivery to Thousands of Readers and Subscribers., 


For a Whole Page nae F - £6 6s. Od. 
9 Half om) a - £3 33. Od. 
% Quarter _e,, - - £1 ils. 6d. 
5 Column ses, - - £2 2s. Od. 


N.B.—No Extra Charge is Made for Advertisements in this Winter Number. Ri 


All, Communications respecting Advertisements should be addressed, on or before Dec. 19, to the PROPRIETORS OF THE FISHING GAZETTE, 
MESSRS. SAMPSON LOW, MARSTON, AND CO., CROWN BUILDINGS, 188, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E£.C. 
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TO THE MEMORY OF IZAAK WALTON. 


[hts three hundred and forty-eighth number of the FIsHING 

GazettE, the largest and, we think, most interesting that 
has yet been published, is dedicated to the revered memory of 
Izaak Walton, the father of angling, who died on December 15, 
1683. In the GazETTE for January 10 and 17, 1879, we gave an 
account of the life of Walton, and in the volume for that year 
will be found a complete reprint of his ‘‘ Compleat Angler,” from 
the edition of 1653. 








TO OUR READERS. 


tie presenting our readers with our Annual Christmas Number 
of the GAZETTE, we take the opportunity of thanking them 
one and all for the continued and hearty support they have 
accorded us, and particularly those whose many kind and en- 
couraging words have made the labour of endeavouring to 
interest them week after week very pleasant. Only those who 
are actually engaged in the work can have any idea of the con- 
stant care and attention and work which is involved in bringing 
out.a weekly newspaper. It has been our aim always to make the 
Gazette perfectly impartial, free to all, as well to the poor 
angler as to the rich. At the same time, we have endeavoured, 
and we hope successfully, to exclude all those personalities 
which create so much ill-feeling and bitterness among anglers. 
The year now closing will ever be memorable as that of the 
Great International Fisheries Exhibition, the effects of which have 
hardly yet begun to be felt. We trust we shall be pardoned in 
saying that the GazETTE has done its share in promoting that 
Exhibition, and also its predecessors at Edinburgh and Norwich. 
The chief promoters of those Exhibitions have most kindly 
acknowledged this. We may also point with satisfaction to 
having had the privilege of being of service to gentlemen from 
America and the Continent who came over here as total strangers 
to take part in that Exhibition. To such matters as the esta- 
blishment of a national fish culture association, the introduc- 
tion of coarse fish culture, of-angling tournaments, &c., in which 
the Gazette has taken a leading part, we need not refer. We 
only mention them to prove to our readers that we have a higher 
opinion of angling and their interest in it than to suppose it is 
confined only to the practice of our delightful art. Anglers are 
so rapidly multiplying, that to leave out of view those splendid 
and ample means of replenishing our rivers which pisciculturists 
have placed within our reach would be suicidal. Of the manifold 
shortcomings of our little paper none are more sensible than we 
are, and it is to anglers themselves that we look chiefly for 
support to enable us to overcome these defects. Every new 
subscriber gained makes us better able to give better-articles, 
better reports, and better information generally, and we here 
sincerely thank those many gentlemen who, in answer to our 
request, have sent us the names and addresses of anglers they 
know who do not take the GazzTTE. We must not omit to 
acknowledge the support which many firms have given us by 
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advertising in our columns. We are sometimes told that we 
should get more support of this kind if we threw over the poorer 
anglers ; but we have quite as much respect for a poor as for a rich 
angler, and as long as they care to support us we shall do our best 
to promote their interests—indeed, we consider the many friend- 
ships we have made among working-men anglers in all parts of 
the country one of the pleasantest of our many pleasant experi- 
ences in connection with this paper. That the year before us 
may be productive of greater union among anglers, and more 
combined work for the general good, is a hope in which all true 
anglers will join us. In conclusion, we wish them all, in all 
parts of the world, a very prosperous and successful New Year. 








A CHAT ON SALMON-FISHING. 





By Gro. M. KEtson. 


HE first glimpses of human history record man’s delight in 

fishing, and whether this passion is created in youth or in 

age it never seems to grow old. Fishermen seldom lose their 

love for employment, and it is notably true that the men who fish 

for a living are as much interested in their work as those who 
fish for pleasure. 

There are many who do not know the gentle and purifying 
associations of the angler’s life—associations which enrich the 
mind and body, and gratify the most refined tastes ; others who 
are not accustomed to the use of an ‘18-foot greenheart,” and, 
consequently, cannot realise that ‘‘refreshment” which is so 
welcome to those who find it by experience. How easy can the 
habit of salmon-angling be cultivated, and how highly can it be 
commended ! 

The salmon angler, I believe, dreams more often of his favourite 
sport than any other class of men do of theirs, and what dreams 
they are! One might as well attempt to paint a sound, or try to 
shake off the impulse of waking up in the morning, as to en- 
deavour to explain why the novice experiences the unconquer- 
able desire to become efficient in the management of a properly- 
constructed salmon-rod. To have plenty of wood in the butt in 
order to increase power is often the argument of theory, but 
practice in her lofty moral tone disputes this. 

What one wants is a rod capable of making all the various 
casts known to practical men, and although this will be fully 
described in the illustrated articles in the course of preparation 
for these columns, the novice even with the clearest written 
instructions will not find it easy to make his selection with any 
degree of certainty. In purchasing rods, perhaps the very dim- 
ness of one’s comprehension increases the charm of it. Profes- 
sional ‘‘experts’’ are useless advisers. In sea-fishing they 
abound, but in salmon-fishing they are few and far between, if 
even they exist at all. It is the amateur who is the genuine 
expert—the amateur who, from the many rivers he has visited, has 
acquired the necessity of adopting all the salmon casts, and he, 
therefore, is truly able to decide what is absolutely required of a 
salmon rod that can boast the proud reputation of being perfect. 

Some rivers may be fished for miles with any ordinary rod, 
where salmon can be taken without skill or perseverance, and 
where there is no necessity for bringing either the flip or the wind 
cast into operation. Yet the veteran will present his lure into 
heaps of “awful places”—will propel his line as if by magic. 
What, indeed, would be the use of magic if it could not perform 
‘impossible feats” ? If these awful places, these impregnable 
positions, generally patronised by the best fish, are to be ‘‘ com- 
manded”’ by the angler, he at least must be well appointed. A 
rod for general purposes may be ever so perfect, and yet prove 
almost useless with too heavy or too light a line. It should 
certainly wield a No. 30 line, and be none the worse 
after half-an-hour’s interview with a 30 lb: fresh-run fish. Its 
action is almost opposite to that of a trout-rod, which, compara- 
tively speaking, may be said to be built to throw a light line from 
its point—the former a heavy line from its butt, and it is here, 
when unnecessary exertion is displayed, that the mischief will 
generally be found. The line in its movement should be unex- 
pectedly accelerated, and reach its destination without any per- 
ceptible effort. 

Where banks, bushes, or trees infest the wader’s path, one short 
visit will almost suffice for him to give an opinion upon lines. 
About 5 yards of taper will be found the best for all other casts 
except the flip cast, which can be more directly and efficiently 
managed without any at all. Salmon lines should vary in size 
and weight. It would be absurd to hold them fast to any special 
size indicated by number or letter. Those from 25 to 35 com- 
mand the greatest sale, a No. 25 for a 17-foot greenheart rod, 
30 for an18, and 35 fora19. There is much diversity of opinion 
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in reference to the material for dressing these lines. Very few 
‘“‘old rods” even have any accurate comprehension of its 
niceties, and their mode of reasoning is not always calculated to 
enlighten us, and bring matters to a successful conclusion. In 
fact, as a rule, its importance is not sufficiently considered. 
America has devoted a great deal of attention to this subject ; but 
England is not satisfied.. One great disadvantage is the requisite 
machinery. Their principle is, probably, good ; but we, as anglers, 
differ altogether in the application of it ; neither is their prescrip- 
tion perfect, for these lines “‘ knuckle,” as we term it, and this is a 
horrid defect. One of the best recipes for waterprofing entitled the 
to honour of notice is simply linseed oil and spiritsjof wine. It can 
be easily used, and, if properly worked, lasts a considerable time. 
Its popularity is rapidly increasing, because the ingredients can 
be purchased in almost any village, and a week of summer weather 
will suffice for its application. It would probably be treading on 
delicate ground to offer an opinion upon the vision of salmon. 
Scientific authors and scientific anglers declare the result overhead 
is the same with them as it is with their captors. The worst light 
to detect the colours in a salmon fly is that immediately between 
us and the sun. As far as experience teaches us, it is exactly 
similar with the fish ; at any rate, we can scarcely see the fly when 
in this position, and they never seem to. When a salmon in his 
long wake rushes rapidly at the bait, surely it may not be in- 
correct toassume he sees the shades in the fly, though, perhaps, 
more distinctly, yet pretty much at the same angle asa short man 
would discern the colour ot the hair on the head of a very tall 
man 6 or 7 yards off. 

Our “ Chat,’’ however, will be seriously damaged if any attempt 
be made to minimise the important question of salmon flies. Our 
conduct in so doing would not be becoming, or if it were, it 
would be becoming worse. That the roughest possible patterns 
‘“‘knocked”’ together do catch fish even by novices no one 
disputes; but when we see our most successful leaders—our 
“angling artists’’—sitting under a tree with seal’s fur-feather 
and hackle for their only companions, and afterwards returning 
to their pools succeeding so constantly where numerous other 
rods have failed, what does it convey? Does it not suggest that 
the novice against the veteran has about as much chance in the 
long run as aman not cunning of fence has against an accom- 
plished swordsman? Fishermen who are unable to dress and 
devise their own salmon flies can only be in the rear ranks—they 
can never attain their majority. There is no branch of the 
gentle art so attractive and so deeply interesting as this. ‘Those 
who practice it soon realise the advantage of becoming masters 
of the mystery, and its fascination is only truly understood by an 
intuition of which others know nothing. 

The sun certainly has a mighty and unmistakable influence 
upon the inexperienced; it drives them ashore as a rule, and 
their tobacco-box rather than their fly-box is called »into 
requisition. 

The sportsman’s mood was charmingly illustrated by the poeti- 
cal children of the wild West when they made a pipe the symbol 
of peace. 

Exceptionally good sport has been recorded in a bright sun 
and breezeless water; but a scalding sun is certainly objection 
able—indeed, any unusual state of atmosphere is unfavourable. 
Fogs, too, are fatal, and they are equally injurious to the fish as to 
fishermen. 

If the water is not actually out of order the weather seldom 
interferes with old stagers. Who, with any experience, has not 
banked a salmon in a snowstorm, or when the line freezes to the 
rod rings ? But while on the subject of the sun it would be as 
well for recruits to remember they should endeavour to select a 
pool where the sun is at the tail of the fish. If this is not possi- 
ble they should choose a spot, where: by casting, say, towards the 
east bank, with the sun in the west, and their fly therefore fishing 
its way towards the fish, midway between .the east and west side 
of the river. Always ‘‘mount” a very brightand a very small 
fly upon these occasions, and never present it so that-it has to be 
interviewed with the sun. 

Windy weather is seldom permitted either to: offer much re- 
sistance to the fisherman. 

For choice, no one would fancy a hurricane from the north- 
east, with sleet, hail, or snow; and-no one should expecta salmon 
who had the least regard for his health or respectability to venture 
out on such a day. 


Imaginative writers seem to see or feel something in these 


winds which suggesta comparison with the inclemencies of things 


human’ and divine—with pain, and sorrow, and ingratitude, and. 


adverse circumstances. 

The east wind is described as the emblem of blighted hopes, of 
disappointed ambition. These moods of discomfort, however, 
are to a certain extent localised, it would appear, as the muster 
‘‘on the banks of the silvery pool ” is not so very seriously affected 


by their presence. A good stiff breeze is really advantageous, and 
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when it is directly in our face it is comparatively easy to deal 
with. Itis then that the wind cast is favoured. 

“Fishermen’s weight,” which, interpreted, signifies fisher- 
men’s veracity, is frequeritly criticised; and curious as it may 
appear to those not in a position to contradict it, a 25 yards cast 
with the right ammunition and the proper tactics may always be 
depended upon. © He who is competent to perform this feat is too 
good a judge to attempt it when it is impossible, because experi- 
ence teaches him that if the wind is too boisterous, it is also suffi- 
ciently strong to drive the fish to shelter which may be either above 
or below the catch. No amount of piscatorial talent can enable us to 
determine the road of the salmon—not that there would be much 
gained by this knowledge, because travelling fish seldom take; 
their motions are governed by laws of their own, the principle of 
which is not yet discovered. 

The fisherman who migrates to fresh water should always con- 
sult the frequenters of it. Inany riverif the fish are “sporting” 
he will quickly discover that they will take no more notice of his 
flies than they do ofthe leaves that float on the surface. 

Fish deep and play the fly steadily and regularly, and never have 
the hand on the line, always under it ; stand erect, easy, and con- 
fident, and in fishing a catch, point the rod immediately across 
the stream, hold it ina horizontal position, and until the cast is to 
be repeated never move the feet. 

In striking a fish off the reel with double hooks, breaking the 
hold, as it is termed, is almost an impossibility—a common occur- 
rence, though, when the line is held. We often hear it argued 
that double hooks are a mistake—of one working the other out, &c., 
&c. ; but those who know the value of them never use single. 
Why is it that when fly dressers are at work for tiiemselves they 
invariably use home-made double hooks ? Simply because those — 
which are manufactured do not admit of the body of the fly taper- 
ing as it should do from the tag to the head, a necessity 
(sometimes) easily overcome when the hooks are whipped to- 
gether. 

Procure a piece of hard wood, say 3 inches square and half an inch 
thick, cut a slight groove on the flat side deep enough to bed half 
the shank of the hook, the point of which is pushed in to steady 
itat the required angle at that end of the block; the shank is then 
filed on the right side and married to its mate, which goes through 
the same process of filing on its leftside. But this means the file 
can be used well up to the bend of the hooks, which should be 
closely bound with fly-tier’s silk, well waxed. The Gossamer silk 
is the best for this purpose, as also for fly-making; it is sold 
wholesale at Messrs. Pearsall’s and Co., Cheapside. 

The reel should be so arranged as to prevent over-running with 
the sharpest jerk of the line. Salmon reels arenot yet perfect, 
but nearly so; the day is not far distant when we shall find a great 
improvement, notonly inthem, but also with salmon lines and 
double hooks. 

In closing the “Chat,” it may be remarked that the late improve- 
ments by the fishing tackle firms are so important, some reference 
could well be made to them in future articles. It might be as well 
for these manufacturers to make these improvements known in 
another part of this journal, particularly as it will be necessary to 
be very comprehensive in the forthcoming illustrated articles 
when alluding to rods, lines, reels, flies, gut, gaffs, hooks, waders, 
brogues, hats, and waterproofs. J 

Indeed, it would be pleasant to an Editor, and especially to any 
one who has devoted a life to practical researches, to have a fair — 
opportunity of introducing to his readers those whose acquaintance 
they would be glad and perhaps proud to make. G.M.K. 





THORNHILL’S CHRISTMAS LIST, 1883. 


peas admirably got-up List presents us, as usual, with 

hundreds of illustrations of the endless number of things 
which Messrs. Walter Thornhill and Co., of 144 and 145, New 
Bond Street, London, have brought out. We know no establish- 
ment which offers such a wide choice of ‘novelties ” of the very 
best material, design, and workmanship as this. To anglers 
who make and mend their own rods and tackle we can especially 
recommend Messrs. T. and Go.’s series of tool chests, ranging in 
Nothing but the very best 
steel is employed in the manufacture of these goods.. The only 
suggestion we can make for the improvement. of this List is that 
as it is increasing so in size, an index has become necessary, and 


| would be a material aid to those consulting it for some special 


object. Almost every variety of useful or ornamental article for — 
the drawing-room, dining-room, . boudoir, smoking-room, 
dressing-room, that it is possible to imagine figures in these 
pages, to which we have every confidence in again directing the 
attention of our readers. Foe a 


~~" 
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GOSSAMER WATERPROOF GARMENTS. 


OME months ago we noticed.the most excellent and won- 
derfully light and cheap gossamer waterproof coats, leggings, 
caps, &c., which are sold by Messrs. Swan and Edgar, of Picca- 
dilly and Regent Street. Sirce then we have had ample oppor- 
tunity for testing their value, and can endorse all we said about 
them before. They are made in three qualities, ‘‘ Acme,” “Bon 
Ton,” and ‘‘ Royal,” and one of the best and most useful is the 
“ Royal” coat. With a warm cloth coat and one of these 
feather-weight mackintoshes one can go through any. weather, 
and the best of it is that, wet or fine, this waterproof is not a 
nuisance to carry. 





SLATER’S NEW PATENT WINCH. 


HEN reviewing the fishing-tackle exhibits in the late Exhi- 
bition, we referred to Mr. Slater’s, of Newark, new combi- 

nation Nottingham and ordinary winch as the greatest novelty and 
improvement of the kind shown in the Exhibition. We suggested 
to Mr. Slater that all that was required to make this winch perfect 
for every kind of work—spinning, trolling, fly-fishing, bottom- 
fishing, &c.—was a silent, graduated check. This Mr. Slater has 
now applied to the winch in a most simple and ingenious manner, 
and the result is that you can put any check on you like, from 
very gentle to very strong, or you can take all check off, and 
there is no horrible clicking (which can only be useful to a lazy 
angler, who lets his rod fish for him, and relies on the screech 
of the winch to tell him when he has a bite). Mr. Slater makes 
most of them with the ordinary. noisy check, as there is most 
demand for them, and the silent. check is not known. He has 
reduced his prices about fifty percent., and his new patent 33-inch 
combination winch, made of the best mahogany, well-seasoned, 
with light brass frame and side bars, which sells at 12s. 6d., is 
simply the perfection ofa winch. If any reader of these lines 
thinks he deserves a Christmas box, then we strongly advise him 
to treat himself to one of these winches. ‘The 23-inch size is 
ros. 6d., and the 4-inch 15s. A great advantage in this winch is 
that. the risk of tangle from over-runs is reduced to a minimum. 








THE “WARRIOR BOOT,” AND THE PARCELS POST. 


Wie JOHN BLAKEY, of Leeds (proprietor of the celebrated 
i Strawson’s waterproof, which is. properly. described -by 
Mr. Cholmondeley Pennell as the best in the world), sent us 
recently for notice a pair of his new “ Warrior” boots by Parcels 
Post. An ‘extra hand” at King’s Cross station, was seen to 
take a fancy to these boots and walk off with them, which resulted, 
in his being brought up at Bow-street, convicted, and sentenced 
to eighteen months’ imprisonment. ‘This was the first prosecu- 
tion in connection with the new Parcels Post. We have not had 
an opportunity yet of practically testing this new angler’s boot ; 
but we may say that for handsome appearance, excellence of 
material and workmanship, and for lowness in price, it is a 
perfect marvel of bootmaking. The secret’ of this is that Mr. 
Blakey is avery large manufacturer of boots, and in making a 
speciality of this “Warrior” boot for sportsmen, he has the 
great advantage of an immense stock of the best and most 
suitable leather to select from, and none but the very best is 
used. Mr. Blakey is fortunate in having as manager in this 
branch of his business a gentleman, Mr. Watkins, who is him- 
self a thorough sportsman both with rod and gun, and con- 
sequently knows exactly what sportsmen want. A most practical 
article by him on the Gun recently appeared in Land and Water. 








PROF. MALMGREN v. FISH CULTURE. 


«© A BOUT a year ago acertain Russian Professor published a 

long tirade against fish culture in Finland. There is no 
evidence whatever that the Professor had any knowledge of the 
subject, but he has had his screed published in Germany, and our 
German friends have become unduly excited over it. ‘They have 
addressed prominent fish culturists in America, asking for facts to 
overthrow Prof. Malmgren, and the facts were furnished. Al- 
though the learned Professor was routed, horse, foot and dragoons, 
the Germans are still harassing his retreat. In a late number of 
the Deutsche Fischeret Zeitung, Herr von der Wengen is still 
throwing hot shot after him, but is wasting much good ammuni- 
tion. Heis shooting at a dead duck.”—JZorest and Stream. 

[We received a copy of the Professor’s pamphlet, but on reading 
it came to the same opinion as expressed by our esteemed 
American contemporary. It is much too late in the day for any 
professor to attempt to gainsay the splendid results which have 
been attained by the culture of fish.—Eb. ] 


PISCATORIAL SCRAPS. 
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I Am ready with any number of important matters to which Iam 
desirous of calling the serious attention of my readers; but I cannot 
throw,off that what’s-the-use sort of feeling which is invariably fatal 
to anything like business. Who will read, much more digest, politics, 
piscatorial or otherwise, when Christmas is coming and the eat- 
drink-and-be-merry periodis close at hand, with its joyous reunions 
of relatives and friends long parted? Why, the boys and girls are 
home for that brief holiday of six weeks, and Christmas eve is the all- 
absorbing topic of exciting prattle with the juveniles. Bountiful ~ 
Santa Claus is also coming—that he would come to every household 
must be our wish— and many are the tugs and stretches that tiny 
fingers are giving to stockings various in size and sex. Lizzie, the 
little, wants a doll ready-dressed, and she is brimful of faith that the 
grey-bearded old gent knows and will bring it, But here comes in the 
trouble: ‘‘ Suppose he can’t get itin, Pa,” and then the tugs and 
stretches commence. Boband Tom, while seemingly as full of faith, 
are much more artful. They have given over these two years past their 
efforts to increase the holding capacities of their hose, and have 
boldly requisitioned their dad’s, yet these will be far too smallifall their 
little wishes and hopes should be fulfilled. Who can write ? Just hear 
their shouts of ‘‘ Carrier’s coming! ”’ and ‘* Here comes the box! ” 
Who would not wish to see the joyous capers of his youngsters when 
laughing, shouting, and hoorahs, were insufficient, and they literally 
jumped for joy ? After such excitement, how welcome bed-time is 
with sleep and quiet! Then good Santa Claus goes round, scans their 
happy faces, and distributes his gifts as only a mother can, 


I THINK the foregoing most effectively proves that Iam not in form 
for work ; so, with you permission, I will play, andtell you of an 
amusing angling incident or two, the truthfulness of which I can 
vouch for, and at the same time I will attempt to clothe them with 
information which may be of value. 

¥ * * * * 


Wuo has not admired the easy, graceful yet rapid movements of our 
modern waiter? How quietly and dexterously he advances and 
retires. A look will bring him to your side, brimful of respectful atten- 
tion for orders, which he has no sooner received than it’s ‘‘ Yes, sir,”’ 
two steps backward, a slight bow, and he is gone. ‘‘ Very much gone, 
indeed!’ will be echoed by those who care to read the following 
paragraph. 

% * Ea * * * 

Mr. EDWARDS, the genial host and treasurer of the Battersea 
Friendly Angling Society, having been fortunate enough to obtain an 
order to fish that splendid reach of the Colne known as Doctor 
Meadows’ water, decided to invite a very cld friend to participate in 
the day’s sport. Happy is the man who has a trusty friend with 
whom to share such double-handed pleasures. Gréat were the pre- 
parations that preceded the start—so great indeed, that no room was 
left for the necessary lunch. ‘‘ Good idea !—my waiter shall bring it 
down to us by the mid-day train,” said mine host. And the waiter 
did, and nicely he laid it out on the snow-white cloth which was 
stretched on the river’s bank; nothing wanting, every et-cetera in 
its place, and there sat the lucky two with appetites as keen as 
December winds and fair sport could make them, doing the fullest jus- 
tice to the waiter’s spread, while he stood near with watchful eyes and 
ready hand for the signal to open that other bottle. The word was 
given, the cork flew out, glasses were filled, and then with two steps 
backward, anda bow, our waiter’s gone !—gone into the deep well- 
baited hole from which the fish had come. For further particulars 
apply to Mr. Hoole, Station master, Wraysbury, who lent several 
drinks of brandy and a suit of clothes. 


A Few years since; that two miles of the river Colne now called 
‘¢ Heath’s Water,”’ was the property of as true and generous a gen- 
tleman as any angler could wish to approach, and I fear that I and 
four others must plead guilty to having trespassed far too freely on 
his kindness, which proved to be as unlimited as the sport in his river. 
We used to walk from the station to his house, parade at the door, rods 
in front, ring the bell and ask for Mr, Laddell, and ina twinkling he 
was with us bearing a smile the owner of which could never say ‘‘nay, ” 
and his ‘‘ yes’? was invariably accompanied with a sort of half-wicked 
shake of the head which said, ‘‘ You area nice five, Icansee.” [ 
must not stop to tell of the takes of those days when twenty or thirty 
pound per rod was usual, or of the twelve to twenty jack per day 
which was frequently the result of friend A.’s clever spinning ; neither 
must I stop to speak of pleasant outings, and sundry picnics, when 
female society gave a charm to the ruins of Hythe End Mill. - I have 
only to speak of the funny incident which happened to one of the five, 
whose wife—let me tell you in passing—was a favourite at the Mill 
Cottage where our tea was made ; indeed, a favourite with all who 
knew her, and the idol of her husband, If Mrs, B. had a fault—she 
has none now—it was her love for flowers, and well I know it, for go 
where we would, catch what we might, my friend must take home some 
flowers, and many’s the train he’s lost while violet and primrose 
hunting. ; 

In the tail ofthe mill, from which to the Thames, some quarter of 
a mile, there is no impediment to fish working up—may at times be 
found an almost incredible quantity of barbel.. B.and I, determined 
to give these fish a trial, while friends D. and E. were busy amongst 
the roach at the ‘‘ Tree” and ‘‘ Bridge” swims, and A, at his old 
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game spinning forjack. It was about five when we struck our first 
fish, andin three hours, when it was time to leave off, twenty-eight 
were landed. Rods, tackle, and fish were quickly packed, shouldered, 
and we were off to meet our friends at the station. In the excite- 
ment B, had quite forgotten the promised flowers ; but as we paused 
to open the first gate the thought of home, wife, and flowers came 
back, and down went his basket, and he was gone with a shout of, 
“<T’ll catch you ; I’ve forgotten something.” He could run then, and 
ac I sauntered and rested I fully expected him to overtake me; but 
the station was reached, the train came in, and we four took our seats, 
andas I held the door open I looked up the platform and said, “ B., 
as usual, has lost his train fora flower.” ‘‘Right here,” and the train 
was onthe move. Just then in rushed an elderly gent, rod in hand, 
and naturally made straight for our open door, while his bag or 
basket was seized trom a country lad by the guard just as the train 
left the platform. Bang went the door, and we were face to face with 
the most extraordinary fisherman that ever man clapped eyes on. 
Why, he was dressed in black with a swallow-tail coat and high hat ! 
Could it be possible that he was a mute who had attended a funeral 
in the morning and gone a-fishing in the afternoon? At any rate, 
his rig favoured the supposition ; and how he blew and puffed ! Speak 
he couldn’t, as his wind was gone. I, pitied that old party from the 
bottom of my heart. What a race he must have had! I offered hima 
nip of brandy, when, to my horror, he pointed to his mouth and ear, 
intimating that he was deaf and dumb; but he gave a swig to the 
bottle, notwithstanding. The conversation soon turned to Mr. B., 
and many were the jokes and endless the laughter we enjoyed at 
his expense. Sometimes I thought that ‘‘dummy” was infected by 
our mirth, especially did I think so when I saw the bottom of his 
capacious black vest bubble up just as the suggestion was made that 
we should draw lots who should be messenger and consoler to the 
disappointed wife. It soon became evident that Mr. D. was not only 
taking a peep at our strange fellow passenger, but that he was fast 
becoming alarmed, for he exclaimed, ‘‘ For God’s sake give that 
afflicted and miserable-looking fellow another pull at the brandy ; he’s 
lapsing into fits.” .Not only lapsing, thought the rest of us, as we 
saw the old gent roll from side to side, and desperately clutch at the 
window; he’s got them, and two of.us seized him, andas we did so off 
rolled the high hat, and disclosed the curly wool and well-known 
features of our lost companion. Then we all had fits which lasted 
Sey became aware how néar we had been to losing him for 
goo 

B.’s explanation.—‘* As I left home this morning and gave my 
wife the usual kiss, I promised her some of the roses which she has 
so often admired in the cottager’s kitchen garden, on the little island 
above Hythe End Mill. I little thought that the fulfilment of that 
ptomise would so nearly have cost me my life. As you know, Iam 
prepared to run a step or two, and to risk a train or so to get my 
flowers, and when IJ ran back to-night it was with a light toe and a 
lighter heart, as we had had a good day’s sport. I had pleasant 
friends to meet, a good home to go to, and an angel’s smile to greet 
me. Few appeared the jumps and strides necessary to bring me to 
the cottage, and within five minutes of my leaving I had obtained 
permission and gathered a score of roses, and was in the act of 
bounding back over the plank-wide hand bridge, when the old 
woman appeared, scissors in hand, at the otherend, Jump over her 
I could not, as I was too close, and to stop myself I clutched the 
rail, which snapped, and I was precipitated head-first into the river. 
Unfertunately for me, the weeds had been cut above, and had 
gathered here in a thick decaying mass, which, while it permitted 
my head to force its way through, resolutely refused a passage to my 
heels, and I found myself in this awful predicament—that my heels 
remained suspended, which threw the whole weight of my body into 
my head, which was fast sinking into the thick black mud. How 
long this lasted I canonly guess. I know I fought hard for life, as 
I knew that if I could only get my head where my heels were I was 
saved. I must have been inthe last throes of suffocation when the 
old lady’s screams brought assistance, and with the aid ofa rope I 
was dragged out, and gin—the only spirit at hand—was poured down 
my throat, which as nearly did for me as the mud. To the surprise 
of my rescuers I sat up almost immediately, and soon afterwards 
walked into the cottage and asked for the loan of some clothes. I 
was advised to go to bed, &c., &c.; butas I was determined, they were 
lent me—the best to be had, of course—and here I am in the Sunday- 
go-to-meeting suit. That I should have missed any but a South- 
Western train is certain, and I should have missed this but for the 
strong aid of thecountry lad who trotted with the basket, in which you 
will find a mud-stained bunch of roses.” 








NOTES ON THE PERCH AND ITS CAPIURE. 


‘*Not a nibble has ruffled my cork, 
It is vain in this river to search, then ; 
I may wait till it’s night 
Without any bite, 3 
And at voost time have never a perch then !’’—Hoop. 


THE ‘‘hog-backt pearch’?—as an old writer terms him— 
with “fins of Tyrian dye,” will now be flocking in herds to the quiet 
corners and lagoons, away from the thickening stream and impetuous 
floods. In lakes the tranquil environs of submerged camp-sheathing 
and dying weeds will find them crowding their neighbourhoods lusty 
and strong, and in the pink of condition. The migratory instinct, of 
which traces may be found throughout the whole animate creation, 
from paterfamilias who leaves town for the shores and sands of 
Brighton, to the dull-coated sparrow who flies the raw cold fields and 
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hedgerows in December for the warmth of towns and cities—this 
universal instinct is particularly shown in the fish whereof I am - 


gossiping. Herds of from a score to a couple of hundred conser a 
together at the approach of winter, and it is at sucha time that the 
angler does well to take advantage of such social amenities. ; 

Considering the really fine flavour of this fish as compared with the 


numerous members of the Cyprizdde, it isto me not a little surprising — 


that only recently intelligent and precisely-directed efforts have been 
made for its propagation. The Chinese have been in the habit of ~ 
artificially hatching the fry of the carp family for centuries, and so 
have the Germans and others; but the freshwater sole—which I 
hesitate not to term the perch—has met with no such fostering care. 
Yet the difficulty cannot be great, for I have seen myriads of tiny 
perch barely half an inch long, flocking round a bunch of weeds, and 
with a gauze net these might easily have been confined until they 
became larger. . No artificial feeding at such a_ stage .is probably 
possible, for the tiniest of microscopic larvae can alone be the food of 
such ‘‘ babes and sucklings ” ; but as the fry increased in size, how ~ 
valuable would they not become as fish for stocking, especially as 
human skill is at such a stage quite competent to feed and protect by 
artificial means. The ‘‘Lund” method, which was so opportunely 


: 


suggested by Mr. Marston for the artificial hatching of the spawn of — 


our coarse fish, in course of time will doubtless give satisfactory 
results. I hope, at least, my most esteemed friend Perca fluviatiles 
will receive the full complement of attention his value most empha- 
tically demands from the workers of this desirable method of pis- 
ciculture. 


If I were asked what I thought to be the best habitation of perch | 
for sport and the table, I should answer,—a deep and shallow, rather — 


sluggish river, with a large proportion of drift gravel for its bed: 
Plenty of gudgeon and minnows should abound therein, and caddises 
should exist in abundance. 


The freshwater shrimp should not fail, — 


neither should the ordinary mussel be absent from the muddier parts ~ 


of this ideal perch-stream, for on the young of these perch voraciously ~ 


feed, at the time they are enuded from the parent bivalve. Weeds of ~ 
all kinds—especially the queen of water flowers, the lily—excepting | 
only, perhaps, the wide-speading and pestilental Zdorea canadensis’ 


—the brooklime, the sedge, the bull-rush might all be allowed — 
moderate growth. Turninyour perch, andin five years the size, | 
fighting and flavour would charm the least satiable of fishermen, 


Far from me, however, would it be to despise the pellucid lakes and 


ponds to be found draining the chalk hills of Hampshire, Hertford- ~ 
shire, or in the weald of Sussex. I know many ofthese possessing such « 
bright-hued, agile beauties, of glorious size, as would makea Thames 
angler go frantic in desire to kill andslay. As I now write, not two 
hundred yards from me reposes such a lake, amid alder and elm 


luxuriances, with a gentle stream passing through from the fountains — 


of the ever-lucid Itchen. Not nine feet deep is it in any part, yet 
amongst the various water plants are some perch of 1, 2, and even 
3 lb. weight, carp of fabuleus dimensions, and tench without number. 
Eels swarm in such abundance that I have stood on the 
ornamental bridge spanning it and beheld and counted fifty of these 
graceful fish meandering in languorous enjoyment amid the water 
touched with the colours of early morning, and warm and clear, 
Such a lake is a deaz zdeal for perch, and though it would breed, and 
in the instance referred to actually has in times past bred, the Sa/mo 
g lb. weight, it might profitably and with full 
fruition bring forth perch of the largest and finest sort for both the 
angler and cook. 

I had written thus far, when, casting my eyes over an old number 
of this journal at my side, I noticed Mr. Butler’s very interesting 
letter detailing the results of the efforts of himself and colleagues in 
perch artificial hatching. Their unequivocal success with the Lund 
hatching box adds force and emphasis to what I have said, and it is 
to be hoped that angling preservation societies generally will take up 


coarse fish culture with a will, now that its practicability has been so 


conclusively demonstrated. 


And, while I am gossipping on the marital affairs of this fish, let — 


me observe that the vitality of the perch is remarkably great, and this 
alone would single it out as peculiarly fit for artificial culture, 
the trout, it can be acclimatised to sea-water without special diffi- 
culty ; it will bear extremes of heat—though not so wellas it eadures 


Like — 


cold—with marked equanimity. I have seen perch on the floor of the — 


punt so completely frozen as to allow of the fins being broken off, 
which, on being put into the well, have presently been resuscitated 


completely, and I have known perch to live twenty-four hours out of — 


water with simply a damp cloth spread over them. Again is it the — 
vitality of the ova which allows of the following phenomenon ? 


‘ 


certain pond ‘was drawn off, and the perch, carp, eels, tench, roach, ~ 
&c., were taken out, every one; as faras the fisherman knew. This — 


empty pond was allowed to lie with simply a trickling rivulet running ~ 
through it for'several years—this rivulet being derived from a spring — 
only, or from drainings proceeding from the sand formation. around. — 
All the bottom soil soon became covered with iuxuriant vegetation ; but, — 
at the end of three or four years, this was moved and the water let in, 


No fish were introduced ; but at the end of seven or eight years, Lcaa 


testify to taking, with one other, perch up to a couple of pounds in — 
pleaw, -Roach had also found their way hither. Whence came these 
fish: 
last, eliminating every other possibility, I was face to face with the con- 
clusion that they either ‘‘ growed” like Topsy, remained in embryo in — 
the moist sand, or were brought hither by water birds. . Nor is this a 
single instance of ubiquity which has come within my observation. ' 1 
could detail eight or nine others, which, in the early days of science, 
would have been attributed to spontaneous generation. 

In my next paper I hope to prattle about some habits of the perch 
and the methods of his capture, CHUB CHAVENDER. 


I assure the reader I carefully investigated the matter, and, at 
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SCOTCH AND WELSH VIEWS. 
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VIEW ON LOCH LOMOND. 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NEWPORT, ON THE RIVER USK, MONMOUTHSHIRE. 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































OLS SS 


THE WYND CLIFF, ON THE WYE, 














BUTE, 


ry 


THE KYLES O 


624 





SOME SCOTCH SALMON FLIES. 


R. DAVID MACMILLAN, fishing-tackle maker, 29, Friar’s 
NM Vennel, Dumfries, sends us samples of flies of his make 
which kill wellin Annan, Dee, Esk, Orr, Nith, and their tribu- 
taries, and other waters in the south of Scotland. Mr. M. breeds 
turkeys on purpose to get the feathers for these flies, and he has 
named them after the kind of turkey each is made from :— 


No. 1. Light roan turkey mixed. 

3, 2. White top barred turkey. . 

», 3- Mottled top barred turkey and silver pheasant. 

»» 4. Dark roan turkey mixed. | 
(This fly is very much like an Irish pattern we used on the Moy 

in the spring, and made by Frank Hearns, of Ballina.) 

No. 5. Light top brown or red turkey. 

», 6. Mottled turkey and Teal. 


We like these patterns very much. They are all sober, service- 
able colours. The turkey wings want separating so as to secure 
that lively play in the water which imparts a life-like appear- 
ance to the fly. The salmon sees a “critter’”’ of some kind go 
over him with slow runs and sudden stops, which display its 
glittering sides as the wings expand and contract, and if he does 
not see too much he goes for it. But the fashion in salmon 
flies changes wonderfully, and in districts where, a few years ago, 
nothing but quiet flies killed (or were used), now some rainbow- 
coloured beauty is the chief attraction. Salmon areas capricious 
as the ladies, and want quite as much humouring. 








NOTICES OF BOOKS, &c. 


SCOTTISH LOCH SCENERY.* 


SHOULD any of our readers experience any difficulty in selecting a 
suitable present for some angling friend, or, indeed, for any other 
friend, we should advise them to buy a copy of this very handsome 
volume. It contains five-and-twenty very beautiful chromo-lithographs 
of Scottish loch and river scenery, with short descriptive notes. The 
only fault we have to find with the latter is that they give very iittle 
information about the lochs described that would be useful to the 
angler. We will endeavour, by the aid cf Mr. Watson Lyall’s admir- 
able ‘‘ Guide to the Rivers and Lochs of Scotland,”’ Stoddart’s 
** Angler’s Companion,” and other works and our own experience, to 
give some account of the angling resources of a few of these lochs. 


The frontispiece gives us a very lovely view of that enchanting little 
loch called 


> 


THE CASTLE LocH, 


which is situated close to Lochmaben, in Dumfriesshire. This loch 
and eight others in the vicinity of the town, contain fish of all kinds 
in abundance, Stoddart says there are no fewer than fifteen distinct 
species, including trout, bream, roach, chub, pike, perch, and vendace. 
Pike have been taken weighing 35 lb, The fishing in the Castle Loch 
belongs chiefly to Mr. Jardine, M.P., of Castlemilk, and Mr, John- 
stone, of Hall Leaths. Fishing can be had on payment of sixpence 
an hour for the use of a boat. This loch fishes well from the begin- 
ning of March to the end of September for trout, and in the winter 
months for coarse fish. That rare fish, the vendace (‘* Coregonus 
Willughbii”’), is only found in Scotland in this and the neighbouring 
lochs—a fact of which the natives are extremely proud. It is said to 
take no lure, andis only caught in nets, and Mr. S. Wilmot informed 
us the other day that the same holds good regarding the various 
“‘coregoni’’ of the Canadian lakes, It is perfectly certain, however, 
that the fish feeds on something or other, and it is quite possible 
that a knowledge of the depth at which it feeds and the nature of its 
food would very soon bring it within the category of the angler’s 
fishes. The chief object of interest in the neighbourhood is Bruce’s 
Castle, from which the loch takes its name, and of which a view is 
given inthe frontispiece. There is hotel accommodation at Lochmaben, 
which can be reached by rail. It seems to us that this is one of those 
Scotch angling paradises with which English anglers might make 
acquaintance much to their own enjoyment. 


Locu Doon, 
Although intimately associated with those scenes to which Burns so 
plaintively puts the question— 


“* Ye banks and braes 0’ bonny Doon, 
How can ye bloom so fresh and fair ?”? 


and although it ‘' pours a’ its floods” 
Tam o’ Shanter had such 
immediate land of Burns, 


under that ancient briz where 
a Darrow escape, Loch Toon is far from the 
] ¢ lying remote in a wild and solitary moun- 
tain region. The loch is about eight miles long and one mile wide, 
affords good fishing, and is open to the public, and there are several 
good trout streams in the neighbourhood. Itis four miles from the 
rail at Dalmellington where accommodation can be had. The Black 
Bull and Eglington Arms keep boats on it for the use of their visi- 
tors ; charge 3s. per day. 





* ¢* Scottish Loch Scenery,’? 
drawings by A. F 
8yo. 


Illustrated by a series of coloured plates, fren 


- Lydon, with descriptive notes by Tt f rO% f 
t cril i y thomas A. Croal. Royal 
London: John Walker and Co.; aud all booksellers, 
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ST. Mary’s Locu (Selkirkshire), 


%j 
This, perhaps the most romantic and beautiful of all the Scotch 5 
lochs, was described in a paper read before the Manchester Anglers’ > 
Association by Mr. Abel Heywood, and his account was published in 
the GAZETTE some yearsago, The late Mr. Stoddart says:—“ It igs _ 
well stocked with trout, averaging } lb. in weight. I have often, how- 
ever, killed them a great deal heavier.” The loch also contains 
perch and pike, which are, unfortunately, greatly on the increase, 
There is good accommodation at St. Mary’s Cottage, the rooms 
“being fitted up expressly for anglers,” and the Rodono Hotel is on 
the shores of the lake. Route—By rail to Innerleithen or Selkirk, 
thence by coach, fifteen miles. 
H 
. 
S 
t 
a 


Locu LEVEN (Kinross-shire). 7 


From a piscatorial point of view, this is certainly a most attractive — 
loch, The trout are numerous, of unsurpassed quality, and run large. 
Sport is generally very good, though a good breeze is almost a sine 
gua non,as we found trom experience when fishing there one d 
last year with Mr. Francis Francis. By the way, our readers will be — 
delighted to hear that Mr. Francis has almost recovered from his 
recent illness, and fully anticipates making the acquaintance of some 
of those old Hampshire ‘‘ busters,’? who managed to get rid of his 
artificial May fly last season. A very full description of Loch Leven, 
its trout, howit can be fished, its angling competitions, &c., will be 
found in Mr. Watson Lyall’s guide—a work which every English 
sportsman ought to possess. It is published monthly, from May to 
October, and can be had, price 1s., from the office, 15, Pall Mall, It 
is by far the most perfect sportsman’s guide in existence, Fishing in 
Loch Leven is only allowed from one of the boats belonging to the 
Loch Leven Angling Association. There are about twenty boats, all p 
large and comfortable, and worked by two boatmen; but thoseintend- _ 
ing to fish should write long beforehand to Mr. Hall, the secretary of" 
the club, at Loch Leven, as during almost every day of the season 4 
(from May 1 to August 31) some angling competition comes off, and 
frequently allthe boats are engaged. The charge is high, but not 
excessive when the quality of the sport is considered, and the large © ] 
amount spent annually in stocking the lake—es. 6d. an hour for the, — | 
boat and 2s. 6d. for the day to one of the boatmen; but this divided 
between two anglers is, after all, not more than the cost of a day's 
punt fishing on the Thames. In 1881 the take was 16,000 trout, 
weighing 17,000 lb., and in some seasons it has been much heavier. : 
Fly-fishing and trolling the phantom or Devon minnow are the chief 
means employed. Perch are extrernely plentiful in some parts ef the 5 
lake, and the charge for perch fishing is very much smaller; 400 
perch have been caught in six hours from one boat. An east wind is _ 
by far the best, and small flies have been found most killing of late 
years, 

H LocH LoMoNp (Dambartonshire), 


“« Justly termed the Queen of the Scottish lochs. This magnificent 
sheet of water presents an almost infinite variety of scenery, It has 
on the eastern side one of Scotland’s notable mountains, Ben Lomond, 
and around are hills of lesser though still great altitude.” It is about 
thirty miles long by seven broad at the widest part. It is open to the 
public, and affords good sport for salmon, sea trout, lake trout, trout, 
pike. and perch. There are several hotels on the loch, which can be 
reached by steamer from Balloch. The usual charge for a boat and 
boatmen is 7s. per day. Minnow is bestin Marchand April, andflyin _ 
May, June, August, and September. A good breeze is essential, as 
in all loch fishing. ; > . 


LocH KATRINE (Perthshire). 
As the scene of Scott’s ‘‘ Lady of the Lake,” this loch is one ofthe 
Test known in Scotland—or the world, for that matter, It can be 


fished by residing at the Trossachs (east end) or Stronachlacher (west — 
end), and the charge for boat and boatmen is 5s. per day; 1o]b. is F 
A 
‘ 


. 
‘ 
Z 
: 


an ordinary basket on a good day, and May, June, July, and August 
are the best months. Route— By railto Callander, thence by coach ; 
ten miles. Trout up to 3 lb. are sometimes killed with fly, 


LocH LUBNAIG (Perthshire), 


The angler staying at Callander, where there are two good hotels, — é 
should spend a day or two on this very beautiful loch, which contains 
salmon, trout, and char. It fishes best early in the season for salmon, — 
and in summer for trout. It is open to the public, and there are boats 
on it, 

LocH VENNACHAR 


can also be fished best from Callander. It contains salmon, and very 
fine great lake trout, and brown trout, The best plan to fish it is to 
row along the sides, and fish in towards the banks, which are steep 
and rocky in many places. We gave.an account of some fishing we 
had in this loch andin Loch Leven in the GAZETTE in May, 1882, 


Loca TUMMEL (Perthshire). Fs 


This is a very celebrated fishing loch, the fish running large, and 
giving splendid sport. ‘There are also large pike init. Mr. McNee, 
of Bohally, Pitlochrie, the inventor of the capital pike-scale flies, is — 
the professional fisherman here. We are notsure that he still carries 
on his business as a fisherman, but are certain he will be gladto _ 
afford anglers every information. There is an hotel at Pitlochrie, and 
the charge for boat and’man is 3s, 6d. per day. We shall publish 
during next year some very interesting chapters on fly-fishing, written 
by Mr. McNee, the result of very many years’ practical experience as 
an angler. F 








oS s 


Locu TAy (Perthshire). 


This is one of the best salmon fishing lochs in Scotland. The fish 
are plentiful, and run very large; the scenery is magnificent. Mr. 
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Lyall states that in five days’ fishing in the lower part of the loch he 
got twenty-six salmon weighing 5511b. On another occasion, in two 
days, he got seven fish, two of them over 35 lb., and none under 2o |b. 
In fact, he considers it ‘‘ by far the best spring salmon angling in 
Scotland.”’ There are several hotels on the shores of the loch, which 
is twenty miles inlength. The regulations at all these hotels is the 
same: each boat to carry only two rods, £5 per week or 25s. per day ; 
if two anglers are inone boat, 30s. per day. All fish caught to be the 
property of the angler. Two boatmen are necessary, and are paid 4s, 
a day each and their luncheon, ‘Ifthe price be thought high,” says 
Mr. Lyall, ‘‘it must be remembered that netting the loch in any part 
of it was entirely abolished by the late Earl of Breadalbane, which 
excellent and sportsmanlike arrangement is maintained by his son, 
the present very popular earl. The net fishings could’be let for a 
large sum, but they are not worked, solely that the character of the 
rod fishing may be kept up to the highest point.” 





SOME NOTES ON SALTER’S ANGLERS’ GUIDE. 


THE angler who possesses a good library of old books on angling 
has always within reach material for entertainment, and instruc- 
tion also, for that matter; and we know few pleasanter ways | of 
spending a long winter’s evening than in conning over some old work 
on angling. It was while enjoying a quiet pipe over a copy of 
Salter’s Guide that the thought occurred to us that a short account of 
the book and its author, with a few reproductions of its illustrations, 
would form an interesting article for our Christmas- Number, 

We find, from Messrs. Westwood and Satchell’s ‘ Bibliotheca 
Piscatoria ’’—a work which we never refer to without feeling grateful 
for—that there have been nine or ten editions of Salter’s work, the 
first being published in 1808, besides several abridged editions, and 
editions of his Treatise on the Art of Trolling, The edition we have 
before us bears the following title-page :— 

THe ANGLERS’ GUIDE 
Being a New, Plain, and complete Practical Treatise on the Art of Angling 
for Sea, River, and Pond Fish. 

Deduced from many years’ experience and observation. 

A TREATISE ON TROLLING. 
The whole illustrated with numerous new cuts and engravings. 
By T. F. Satter, GENT. 
The Sixth Edition carefully corrected and enlarged. 
London: Printed for Sherwood and Co., Paternoster Row, 1825. 


It contains a capital steel engraved portrait of the author, by 
Wagemap, and a Preface, dated April, 1825 :— 

‘“In writing this Treatise on Angling, my pen has always been 
guided by a love of truth, and a sincere desire to improve an art in 
which Iso much delight, and the publication of it proceeds wholly 
from a conviction that a plain practical Guide to the Art of Angling 
was wanted; for it is of little value to the learner to be told that 
worms are good bait for carp, gudgeon, &c.; or that roach will take 
paste; barbel, greaves; or that jack and pike are taken with a 
gudgeon, dace, or other small fish, unless such information be 
accompanied with clear and practical rules how to bait the hook, at 
what depth to fish, what sized hook is proper to use, what kind and 
quality of groundbait, how to make and cast it in, &c., for in such 
minute (but necessary) information most writers on angling are, I 
conceive, very deficient. This information is particularly needed by 
the juvenile sportsman, as the old practitioner is, generally speaking, 
by no means communicative, and I have often witnessed the evasive 
answers of old anglers when applied to on the subject; indeed, it is 
a very common practice for those who are masters of the art Zo ds- 
continue angling, and move away, when accosted by s/rangers or a 
novice. I have, also, been careful not to introduce anything resting on 
mere theory, but to instruct the novice by rules drawn from actual expe- 
rience and observation, arranged in the most plain and intelligible 
manner; and I feel highly gratified to find my endeavours to supply 
such a work have been so well received. ... .” 

The italics above are ours, and we are glad to bear testimony to 
the fact that, as far as our experience goes, “‘ old anglers” of the 
present day are of a much more generous disposition, though, now 
and then, one meets with one who fully bears out Salter’s description. 
And, doubtless, Salter’s work did very much to do away with this 
selfish spirit among anglers, by making all the secrets of the craft the 
common knowledge of all, for certainly, up to within the last twenty 
years, his was by far the best and most complete general book on 
angling. Mr. Greville Fennell, our best authority on roach-fishing, 
frequently refers to Salter in his ‘‘ Book of the Roach,” and evidently 
has a high opinion of his work; and Mr. Manley, in his ‘‘ Notes on 
Fish and Fishing,” says, ‘(It may still be considered a standard 
book.’”? To prove that not much has been done since Salter’s time to 
improve the art of Lea roach-fishing, we will give his description, and 
if any Lea veteran of the present day who reads it can point out where 
it is deficient, we trust he will prove his title to be a ‘‘ good angler” 


by doing so. 


To which is added, 


To TAKE Hravy Roacu. 

To take heavy roach (and those only are worth taking) like an artist, you 
must use a light cane rod, from eighteen to near twenty feet long, with a fine, 
light stiff top, a single hair line, a tip-capped float and No. 10 or 11 hook; 
choose them very shoitin the shank, as roachs’ mouths are very small. 
Observe, when so fishing, that the line which is above the float, and is fastened 
to the top of the rod, must not’be more than twelve or eighteen inches, or you 
wil! not hit a fine bite, from the line being too long and hanging slack on the 
water, The line should be so shotted with very small shot that not much more 
than an eighth of an inch of the float appears above the water ; forroach frequently 
(and very often the heaviest of them) bite so fine or gently, that, without 
attending to the above niceties in adjusting your line, you will lose the chance 
of two bites out of three. In angling for roach a sitting posture.is to be pre- 





ferred, as, by that means, you are more out of their sight. Always keep the 
top of your rod over the float, and see that none of the line above the float lies 
on or touches the water, and when you see the least movement of the float, 
either by its being pulled down or thrown a little up, strike quickly, but lightly 
(the motion coming from the wrist, not from the arm), for if the jerk is too 

violent you will break the line, which should not be hazarded, as the least 

jerk hooks these tender-mouthed fish. If you have hit or hookeda fish, raise 
the top of your rod, keeping him as much under the top as you can and the butt 
downwards, nearly touching the ground, and by thus playing him- under the 
the point of your rod he will soon be your own. In this fine fishing it is best 

to have a landing net. Roach may be taken with larger hooks and_ stronger 
tackle than that which I have described ; but they who fish finest will succeed 
best, besides the pleasure the angler feels while killing a fish with the elasticity 
of a hair line and a light pliant rod. 


We should like to give further extracts from this capital chapter on 
roach-fishing, but our space will not permit. 

In an old volume of the SAorting Magazine (July, 1829), we came 
across ‘‘ A Fly-fisher’s Tribute to the Memory of the late Mr. Salter,” 
signed ‘* Philos,” and dated May, 1829. ‘The tribute, which takes 
the form of a poetical address, is preceded by the following letter to 
the Editor, from which it would appear Salter died in the spring of 
1829 :— : 

A FLY-FISHER’S TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE 
LATE MR. SALTER. 
To the Editor of the Sporting Magazine. 

Sir,—Those who ‘‘achieve greatness’’ are to the full as deserving of 
post obit recollections as they who are ‘‘ born great,’’ or who have ‘‘ greitness 
thrust upon them’’; consequently, having in vain waited for some more power- 
ful effort of reminiscent gratitude, I make little apology in requiring insertion, 
in a work like the Sporting Magazine, fora brief, but sincere, tribute to the 
memory of perhaps the very best practical writer upon that celightful pastime, 
angling, which recent years have produced, and certainly as indefatigable a 
follower of the pursuit he loved, and as disinterested a friend of the com- 
panion he esteemed, as any age has recorded. Ialludeto Mr. T. F. Salter, 
lately deceased, the author of the ‘* Angler's Guide,” &c (works which should 
be the text~books of fishermen, and are as pleasant as they are dusimesslike in 


| their instructions, and who was one of that consistent number who practice what 


they preach.—L am, &c., PHILOs. 

May, 1829. 

This neatly-put and hearty eulogy on a dead friend, which reminds 
us of the style of those capital letters from a ‘‘ Thames Fisherman,” 
which we published a year or two ago, is followed by a tribute, 
cleverly written, on the lines of Gray’s immortal elegy. We give 
the first part :— 

Ye who by silent waters take your stand, 

And poise the pliant rod with cautious hand, 
Your eye intent upon the wave to note 

Each flattering bubble of the buoyant float ; 

Or bolder tread the streamlet’s bank to ply 

With agile arm the well-directed fly, 

As circling eddies ripple into spray, 

And mark where finnoy gluttons strike their prey ; 
Or ye who still, a band of bro'hers meet, 

In periodic pride, in some retreat, 

Which Lea or Thames, or royal Hampton bears, 
To please the Angler, or to plume his wares. bis 
Pause for awhile amidst your pastime dear, 

To give a sigh about our Patriarch’s bier ! 

For him who was the Nestor of our art ; 

Who joy’d its richest secrets to impart ; 

Who taught us best our quiet course to run, 
Waved his light rod, and show'd how trouts were won, 
Who shared our Jabours, and who join’d our play, 
Allured to exercise and led the way, 

Grieve that his shadow darkens not your coor— 
That Salter, modern Walton, is no more ! 


“¢ Philes ” adds the following P.S. to his letter :— 

“Mr, Salter was originally a hatter, in London, his shop being near 
Charing Cross. He there, by industry and indefatigable civility, 
amassed a competency, and was enabled to retire to a snug ‘‘ box,” 
within the influences, as it were, of his favourite haunts, the river 
Lea banks, and two or three houses of call for, fishermen, at which he 
was rejoiced to meet any brother of the angle.” 

We give, on another page, some pictures of these old ‘‘ houses of 
call for fishermen,” copied from Salter’s book, with others, showing 
the style in which anglers of the old school went a-fishing, which will, 
we think, interest and amuse our readers. 





FISH: THEIR HABITS AND HAUNTS, &c.t 


THIS little work will be chiefly valuable as a guide to the young 
American angler, asit gives very simple and plain instructions about 
the kinds of rods and tackle to use, what baits to use, and when and 
where to fish; but, while there is nothing of novelty or value in it to 
recommend it to the experienced angler, he will nevertheless find the 
author’s enthusiastic accounts of his fishing and shooting trips plea~ 
sant reading. His editor, Mr. David Freeman, pays a very high 
tribute to the memory of his friend, and his genial and lovable 
character. ‘*His was a type—and aright noble one—-of an honest 
angler’s life and love ; and those who knew and loved him the best 
miss him and mourn him the most sincerely.” 





* Proofs, and many extraordinary ones, of the angler’s prowess ornament 
the various fisherman's rests near London, Of these, not a few yielded to the 
skill and patence of Mr. Salter—a huge sadmon in particular, But his spirit 
world rise in judgment against me did [venture on the pervod of tts capture.— 
PuHILos. 

+ ‘¢Fish: their Habis and Haunts, and the Methods of Catching them, 
together with Fishing as a Rec’eation.’’ By Lorenay Prouty. Boston (U.S.A ): 
Cupples, Upham, and Co, 1883, 
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FACSIMILES OF ILLUSTRATIONS IN SALTER’S ‘‘ ANGLER’S GUIDE.” (Edition of 1825.) 











‘Trolling with the Gorge.” 








i} 







































































































































































































































































































































































vents 


i 


nh 
i 


in 




































































A Pikist of 1825. 











1 —Jay Fly, fur Sa’mon. | 4.—Bee, a Natural Bait for Chub. | 
2.—Peacock Fly, for Salin sn, | §5.—Devil, an Artificial Bait for Trout, | 


3.—Silver Phe:sant, for Salmon. | § —Natural May Fly, a killing Bait for Trout, | 








A Troller. 
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’ $2e article on Salter’s ** Angler’s Guide.” 
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FACSIMILES OF ILLUSTRATIONS FROM SALTER’S “ ANGLER’S GUIDE.” (Edition of 1825.) 

















A Lea Perch. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dipping, or Dapping, for Chub. 








The ‘* Bell’’ at Hampton, in 1825. 

















See article on Salter’s ‘* Angler’s Guide.’’ 


628 


THE FISHING GAZETTE. 


[Drc. 22, 1883 

















FISHING WITH THE FLY.* 


WE have always looked upon Mr. Charles F. Orvis as one of the 
most enterprising of American fishing-tackle manufacturers, but con- 
fess we were surprised to receive from him such a proof of his enter- 
prise as the beautiful book he has just brought out under the above 
title. It is in no sense a trade catalogue, for there is nothing but his 
name on the title-page to indicate that Mr. Orvis is connected with it, 
The illustrations consist of finely-executed'chromo-lithographic plates, 
giving representations of about 150 salmon, trout, and bass flies, 
numbered and named, and a cleverly-designed title-page by Elihu 
Vedder. The contents consist of a mélange of articles by about 
twenty of the best living American Angling writers, including Charles 
Hallock, Fred Mather, W. D. Tomlin, Seth Green, W. C. Prime, Col. 
Judson, and others well-known to readers on this side the water by 
their writings in Forest and Stream, the American Angler, the 
FISHING GAZETTE, &c.. To show what an attractive bill of fare the 
editors have provided we will give the 


CONTENTS. 
Etchings on a Salmon Stream we ve a4 Charles Hallock. 
Fly Casting for Salmon ve ve we ve George Dawson. 
The Salmon and Trout of Alaska Capt. L. A. Beardslee (‘‘ Piseco’’). 
Sea Trout xe o. any .. Hon. Fitz James Fitch (‘‘ Fitz ’’). 
Rangely Brook Trout eo ve = James A. Williamson. 


The Grayling .. 


oe ve °* Fred Mather. 
A Trouting Trip to St. Ignace Island 


ee W. Thompson es 


The Angler’s Greeting Ne .» W. David Tomlin (‘‘ Norman’’). 
The Lure ire ve ‘s 50 ae ae “‘ Bourgeois.’’ 
Fly Fishing in the Yosemite ,. 7 aD .. A. Louis Miner, Jr. 


How to Cast a Fly 54 te oe eo Ac wer seth Greens 
Trout: Meeting them on the ‘ June Rise” Ay .. §*Nessmuk.” 
‘Why Peter Went A-fishing ’’—by permission of the Author 
W. C. Prime. 

«¢ American Trout Fishing’’—by permission of the Author 
R. B. Roosevelt. 


The Poetry of Fly Fishing .,. .. EF. E. Pond (‘* Will Wildwood ’’). 


A Perfect Day .. an a An Oo Geo. W. van Siclen. 
Suggestions 0 ve Sc Ac cic 44 Charles F. Orvis. 
The Resources of Fly Fishing Dr. Jas. A. Henshall (‘‘ Oconomowoc ’’). 
Winter Angling as = Frank 8. Pinckney (‘‘ Ben Bent ’’). 
Not all of Fishing to Fish ic A. Nelson Cheney (‘‘ A. N. C.’’), 
Fly Fishing in Florida .. Dr. J. C. Kenworthy (‘* Al Fresco ’’), 


Fly Fishing 0 58 Col. EK. Z. C. Judson (‘‘ Ned Buntline’’). 
And numerous quotations from standard works. 


Mr. Hallock becomes enthusiastic over the rugged grandeur of 
some Canadian rivers with which he is familiar. Mr. Geo. Dawson 
gives some excellent practical advice in fly-casting for salmon. Cap- 
tain Beardslee, an ardent sportsman with both rod and gun, describes 
the salmon and trout of Alaska. Someidea of the enormous numbers 
in which salmon ascend some of these rivers may be got from the fact 
that the Captain has seen nine menin one day gaff out thirteen tons 
of marketable fish. 


A RiveR CHOKED UP WITH SALMON. 

Every glacial stream in Alaska is, in its season, fullofsalmon, alive and 
dead. One which, for want of a better, was given my name, and appears on 
the charts as Beardslee River, I will describe; for in it I saw, for the first 
time, that which had been described to me, but which I had doubted—a stream 
so crowded with fish that one could hardly wade it and not step on them. This 
and other as pleasant sights fell to me on that August day. 

As we, in our little steamer, neared William Henry Bay, situated on the 
west side of Chatham Strait, we found ourselves in a pea-green sea, dotted 
here and there with the backs of gobosha salmon; the fish, which were of the 
few that had survived the crisis of reproduction, having drifted out of the bay, 
and, with their huge humps projecting, were swimming aimlessly and, appar- 
ently, blindly (for, after anchoring, they would run against our boats and 
directly into our hands held out to catch them) in the brackish surface water. 
These sick salmon were so plentiful that I thought a large percentage had lived 
and escaped the danger, but upon landing at the mouth of the river saw I was 
mistaken. 

For several miles the river meanders through an alluvial flat, the moraine of 
receded glaciers. The moraine was covered with a thick growth of timothy 
and wild barley, some standing six feet in height, but much more of it pressed 
flat by layers three and four feet deep of dead salmon, which had been left by 
the waters falling. Thousands of gulls and fish crows were feeding upon the 
eyes and entrails of these fish, and in the soft mud immumerable tracks of bears 
and other animals were interspersed with bodiless heads of salmon, showing 
that they, too, had attended the feast. I waded the river for over two miles, 
and the scene was always the same. That wade was one to be remembered. 
In advance of me generally, but checked at times by shoal water, there rushed 
a struggling and splashing mass of salmon; and when, through the shoaling or 
by turning a corner, I got among them, my progress was almost impossible. 
They were around me, under me, and once when, through stepping on one I 
fell, I fancy, over me. All were headed up stream and, I presumed, ascending, 
until when resting on a dry rock I noticed that many, although headed up, 
were actually slowly drifting down stream. 

In many pools that I passed the gravel bottom was hollowed out into great 
wallows, from which, as I approached, crowds of salmon would dart; and I 
could see that the bottom was thickly cevered with eggs, and feasting on them 
were numbers of immense salmon trout. 

I saw frequently the act of spawning ; and I saw once a greedy trout rush at 
a female salmon, seize the exuding ova, and tear it away. And I thought 
that, perhaps, in some such rushes lay the explanation of the wounds which so 
frequently are found on the female salmon’s belly after spawning. I,saw one 
female that was just finishing spawning. She lay quiet, as though faint, for 
a couple of minutes, then began to topple over on to her side, recovered her- 
self, and then, as though suddenly startled from a deep sleep, darted forward 





* FisHING wirH THE FLy: Sketches by Lovers of the Art. With 149 
Coloured Illustrations of Salmon, Trout, and Bass Flies. Collected by Charles 
F. Orvis and A. Nelson Cheney. 300 pages, 8vo., cloth, 12s. 6d. Published 
by C. F. Orvis, Manchester, Vermont, U.S.A. (Can be ordered through 
Sampson Low and Co., 188, Fleet Street, London. Post free, 13s. 6d.) 








and thrust herself half of her length out of the water upon a gravel bar, and 

continued to work her way until she was completely out of water; and there 

I left her to die. | 
A very large proportion of the fish were more or less bruised and dis- 

coloured; and upon nearly all there extended over the belly a fungoid growth 

resembling rough yellow blotting-paper.* The size of the fish was quite — 

uniform, ranging from two feet tu thirty inches. But that I had seen the 

living spent fish in the bay, I could have readily believed the truth of the 

impression of many, that the act of spawning terminates the life of the salmon 

of the Pacific coast. 


After describing a peculiar illness the men of the expedition were 
attacked by, through indulging heartily on salmon, Captain Beards- 
lee finishes his most interesting account of these Alaska fish by 
saying :— 

I would say Ihave made every effort that would naturally occur toa fisher- 
man to take Alaska salmon with flies, of which I had a good assortment, and 
never got a rise. 


The remainder of the Captain’s article is devoted to the trout of 
Alaska, which will take bait but not flies. We wish we had space to 
quote more from this most valuable chapter. Interspersed through the ~ 
book are most appropriate extracts from standard English and Ameri- 
can angling authors ; for instance, between the chapter we have just 
referred to and the next, which ison sea-trout fishing in Canada, by 
F, J. Fitch, we have quotations on sea-trout from The Ettrick Shepherd 
(Christopher North), David Foster, Parker Gilmore, A. G. Northrup, 
&c.- Mr, Williamson’s short paper on the Rangely Brook trout is 
very pleasant reading. Thetrout in the Rangely Lakes are prob- 
ably the finest and most game trout in the States. The next chapter, 
one of the best in the book, is on ‘‘ The Grayling,” by Fred Mather. ' 


The very name of my beloved fish calls up a host of recollections that form 
themselves into a picture that, above all others, is the most cheerful one 
adorning memory’s walls. We old fellows live largely in the past, and can 
afford to let younger men revel in the future; and, in my own case, I can 
say that, having filled Shakespeare’s apothegm of ‘‘ one man in his time 
plays many parts,’’ there are often retrospects of life as a boyish angler, 
an old hunter, trapper, and general vagabond on the frontier; a soldier; 
and, later, a return to a first love. Of these glances over the shoulder of — 
time a few trips to Northern Michigan and its grayling streams mark the° — 
journey of life with awhite stone. . . . . : 

I have killed, I believe, every game fish of America east of the Rocky 
Mountains, except the salmon (for which I have a rod in readiness that I hope 
to use soon); and Ican say that, while I do not think the grayling the superior of 
them for gameness, yet there is something of romance in the remembrance of the 
grayling—a kind of sentimental retrospect—that endears the fish to me above 
allothers. Whetherit was owiug to the pine woods and the genial companioa- 
ship, I do not care to consider; but each year there comes a longing to repeat 
the pleasant experiences of the Au Sable and its de'icate grayling. 


We wish your chapter were much longer, Mr. Mather. May you ~ 
get fast ina big salmon at your first cast, and then give usan account ~ 
ofitin the next edition of this charming work. Our old friend, Mr. 
Tomlin, gives us a chatty paperon angling matters generally in his 
‘* Angler’s Greeting.” But our space isat an end before we have 
glanced at half the book, and some of the best left yet : Seth Green, 
Dr. Henshall, A. L. Miner’s delightful ‘* Fly-fishing in the Yose- 
mite,” F. G. Pond’s “‘ Poetry of Fly-fishing,” G. W. van Siclen’s ‘* A 
Perfect Day,” Mr C. F. Orvis’s own most useful and practical sug- 
gestions, A. N, Cheney’s admirable ‘“‘ Not all of Fishing to Fish,” 3 
the keynote of which may be got from the following :—‘ Fishing for — 
the fish alone would not have inspired Dame Juliana Berners, Izaak 4 
Walton, Charles Cotton, Sir Humphrey Davy, John Bunyan, Sir 

Walter Scott, ‘‘ Christopher North,” and other and more modern ~ 
writers to tell of the peace, the quiet, the health, and the pleasure to 4 


U2. = 


be gained in the pursuit of this pastime.” iy 
But we must leave these and other contributions unnoticed, con- 
tenting ourselves with a general recommendation of them to our — 
readers. Certainly, this is the most interesting angling work we have — 
yet had from America, and we heartily congratulate the — 
editors on the success of their labours, and_ especially © 
Mr. Orvis, who has spared no expense to make it a beautiful book in 
every way. We often think, when reading the fishing papers in 
Forest and Stream, the American Angler, the Chicago field, 
and other American papers and magazines which devote space to 
angling, what a glorious thing it is that the vast North American 
continent, with its thousands of miles of waters, has been peopled by 
an English-speaking race, sportsmen heart and soul, like their 
British relatives, and not one whit less ardent, enthusiastic, or 
skilful, 

















GREATER LONDON.t+ phen k 


IN these days of a superabundance of ephemeral literature it is plea- 
sant to meet with a work which, from its nature, must grow in value 
day by day. Mr. Walford’s history and description of ‘‘ Greater 
London ” is a work of sterling merit and of exceptional interest. We 
have heard travelled Americans say that of all places in the world in 
which to reside, there is none like one of the beautiful suburbs of — 
London, within easy reach by rail of the great city ; and notwithstand- 
ing their grumblings at its noise and smoke, we think few Londoners 
would not in their hearts endorse this opinion. e 

To live within the pale of the greatest commercial, political, social, +4 
and literary centre in this world is after all a privilege which is appre= — 

* The late Frank Buckland showed us some diseased Tweed salmon ma 
in which the disease had exactly this appearance.—Ep. ee 

+ ‘Greater London: A Narrative of its History, its People, and itsPlaces.” 
By Edward Walford, M.A. With many illustrations. Vol. I. Cassell and 
Company (Limited), London, Paris, and New York. Quarto, cloth extra, 
576 pp. 
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ciated by few at its real value, and can indeed be only fully appreciated 
by those who know the best the rest the world can offer. Those who 
would like to know something of the districts lying immediately 
around London, and its numberless places of local and historical in- 
terest, will find a most charming guide in this beautiful volume crowded 
with excellent illustrations ; indeed, a thousand pleasant excursions 
could be planned from it. We shall best give an idea of the scope of 
this work by running through the list of places which it very fully 
describes and illustrates :—Chapter I., Chiswick, Turnham Green, 
Acton, Strand-on-the-Green ; Chapter II., Gunnersbury, Ealing, and 
Hanwell; Chapter III., Brentford ; Chapter IV., Heston, Isleworth, 
and Sion House ; Chapter V., Hounslow, and Hanworth ; Chapters 
VI., VIl., VII., and I1X., Twickenham ; Chapter X., Teddington 
and Bushy Park ; Chapter XI., Hampton ; Chapters XII., and XIII., 
Hampton Court Palace; Chapter XIV., Feltham, Sunbury, and 
Halliford ; Chapter XV., Shepperton, and the Valley of the Thames ; 
Chapter XVI., Laleham, Ashford, and Staines; Chapter XVII., 
Stanwell, Bedfont, and Cranford ; Chapter XVIII., Harlington and 
Harmondsworth ; and so on through nearly a hundred other places, 
including West Drayton, Uxbridge, Harrow, Hendon, Barnet, Enfield, 
Cheshunt, Epping Forest, and other places lying between the Thames 
and the Lea. A feature which lends this work special interest for 
anglers is the number of illustrations of places on the Thames and 
Lea with which most London anglers are familiar. Through the 
courtesy of Messrs. Cassell and Co. we are able to give specimens 
of two or three ofthese ; they will give an excellent idea of the re- 
maining two hundred and fifty, and of the enormous sum it must have 
cost to illustrate the volume. An extract from the chapter on the 
River Lea will be welcome to ourreaders, and at the same time give 
a sample of Mr. Walford’s clear and pleasant style. 


THE RIVER LEA. 

During our perambulations, since we first reached the banks of the Lea, in 
the neighbourhood of Enfield Highway and Waltham Abbey, we have occa- 
sionally touched slightly upon this very “‘ fish full’? stream. The Lea, however, 
is so essentially the Londoner’s favourite river, next to, if not equally with, the 
Thames, that we may well be excused if we dwell a little longer upon its 
charms before we take our leave of the north suburban Gistrict once and for all. 

The name of the river, which is of Saxon origin, has been variously written, 
but the most common spelling in the present day is Lea. The Conservancy, 
however, still adhere to the old form, Lee. By some of the older historians it 
was spelled Luy. In Shakespeare’s Henry V/. it is written Ley. Drayton, in 
his ** Polyolbion,’’ spells it both Lea and Lee, and Sir John Hawkins, in his 
** Life of Walton,’’ spells it Lea. 

The Lea, however, belongs really more to Hertfordshire than to Essex or 
Middlesex, as it bounds the latter counties on the west and east for only the 
last ten or twelve miles nearest London. It meets the Essex border at the 
point where it receives the Stort at Roydon, and flows nearly due south near 
Broxbourne, Hoddesdon, and Cheshunt, in Herts, and Waltham Abbey, Ching- 
ford, Leyton, and Stratford, in Essex, in its course to the Thames, a distance 
of about twenty miles. Its bank are low and marshy, and greatly overspread 
by floods in the winter. The marshes are from half a mile to a mile in width. 
The stream is frequently divided into several channels, so that it is diffieult of 
navigation. In some places also cuts have been made to shorten or improve 
its course. Some of the Acts of Parliament relating to this navigation are 
400 years old. f 

The source of the river, according to Drayton, is to be found in some 
springs at Lea Grave, about a mile north of Luton, of which he sings as :— 

‘The head, 
Whence Lee doth spring, not farre from Kempton * towne.”’ 

A quaint account of the course of this river, wonderfully exact and accurate 
on the whole, may be seen in Vallen’s ‘‘ Tale of Two Swannes’”’ (1590) .. .. 
Labarde, however, describes its course in a more prosaic manner. He writes : 
‘‘\t begynnethe near Whitchurche, and from thence passing by Hert- 
forde, Ware, and Waltham, openeth into the Thames at Ham, in Essex, whence 
this place is at this day called Lea-Mouth. It hath of long time borne vessels 
from London twenty myles towards the head, for in the time of King Alfrede 
the Danes entered Ley-Mouth, whence King Alfrede espied that the channell 
of the ryver might be in such sort weakened that they should want water to 
returne. He caused, therefore, the water to be abated by two greate trenches, 
and, setting the Londoners upon them, he made their battel, wherein they 
lost four of their captaines. Not long after they were so pressed that they 
forsoke all, and left their shippes as a prey to the Londoners, which breakyng 
some and burninge others, conveyed the rest to London.’’f : 

The actual source of the Lea, however, is in a field at Houghton Regis, 
about a mile from Dunstable, and, like that of most other rivers, it svon 
spreads out in the form of a pond. . . . For some distance from its source the 
Lea is little more than a ditch in appearance, and it is not until it reaches 
Luton that it becomes anything like a respectable stream. The river next 
passes through Luton Park, the seat of Mrs. Gerard Leigh, in its course sup- 
plying two large lakes inthe grounds, said to contain, the one fourteen, the 
other forty acres. The mansion, called Luton Hoo, was visited by Dr. Johnson 
and his friend, Boswell, when it was the seat of Lord Bute. Having passed 
the little town of Whethamstead, the river flows on for about two miles to 
Brocket Hall, once the seat of Lord Melbourne and of Lord Palmerston. The 
house is a large brick structure, and the Lea spreads out before it in the form 
of a spacious lake. After leaving Brocket Hall the Lea flows on through a 
fertile country—somewhat level, perhaps, but pleasant withal; and, leaving the 
town of Hatfield on the right, winds its way through a corner of Hatfield Park, 
the seat of Lord Salisbury. The mansion, called Hatfield House, is a large 
and stately building. of brick, with stone dressings, in the Tudor style, and it 
contains the finest collection of ancient manuscripts of any mansion in the 

i m. rae 
By eee Hertford the Lea is joined by another stream, and is visibly 
increased in volume, The first lock on the River Lea is about midway between 
Hertford and Ware. This latter place is supposed. to have derived both its 
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* Kempston. ; ! ; k 

+ Inher frequent journeys between Sandringham and London the Princess 

of Wales must often look upon the waters of the old Lea; if King Alfred had 

not defeated those adventurous Danish ancestors of hers more than a thousand 

ears ago by trapping them in the river on their way, the world’s history would 
probably have been a very different one.—Ep. 





origin and name from a ‘‘ weare ”’ or dam constructed by the Danes in the reign 
of King Alfred for the purpose of protecting a large fort which they had erected 
at the spot where the town of Ware nowstands, By the concurrent testimony 
of old writers, the Lea was once navigable for ships as far as Hertford, up to 
which the Danes came by water. Alfred blocked them up in the fortress which 
they had built, and deprived them of their ships. The injury done to the river 
was not repaired till the seventeenth century, and the navigation restored. 

A little to the south of Ware, nearly opposite Ware Park, and at a point 
where the Lea trends southward towards Essex and Middlesex, lie Chadwell 
Springs, which form the source of the New River, by means of which so large 
a portion of London is supplied with water. The site of the principal spring 
is marked by a stone erected by the New River Company, and bearing an in- 
scription which sets forth that it was opened in 1608, and the water is conveyed 
forty miles. 

As we leave Ware a vision of Alfred rises up, as we think of his memorable 
exploit of diverting the channel of the Lea, leaving the Danish ships high and 
dry behind their weir. Following the course of the river, we soon reach Am- 
well—the Emmewell of the Domesday Book—perhaps the prettiest village on 
the banks of the Lea. 


But having reached a point on the river where it begins to be well 
known to anglers, we must refer our readers to Mr. Walford’s pages 
for the further and more interesting portion of its course, past the 
Rye House, Broxbourne, Cheshunt, Waltham, Cook’s Ferry, 
Tottenham, down to the Thames. Familiar as these names are to 
anglers, they wi!l find much that is new to them about their history in 
this account, and many references to Walton’s connection with them. 
We shall look for the completion of this important work with the 
greatest interest, the district comprising the southern suburbs and 
the towns and villages on the south bank of the Thames, andis fully as 
rich in material for illustration and description as that which Mr. 
Walford has so well pourtrayed in the volume under notice, 





CASSELL’S NEW LARGE QUARTO ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE. 


Tuts beautiful work contains about a hundred choice engravings from 
Messrs. Cassell’s Illustrated Publications, It will be found extremely 
useful to those who are about to select volumes for New Yéar’s gifts, 
prizes, presentation, &c., while in itself it makes a charming orna- 
ment for the drawing-room table. 








THE FLOATING CUT WEEDS NUISANCE. 

Tue Board of Conservancy have obviously taken into consideration the de- 
cided improvement of the Thames as a trout preserve, and are determined to 
put into force the powers granted them by Act of Parliament to abolish all and 
any practices which may tend to injure the fishery or interfere with the sport of 
the fly-fisher. One of the chief causes of annoyance, as all must acknowledge, 
is the obstruction caused by the presence of floating weeds, very often cut from 
lawns and gardens bordering the river, and carelessly swept or cast into the 
stream ; and equally detrimental to sport and provocative of anger are those 
masses or little islands of weeds, having first collected at mill heads, are sent 
floating down the tributaries to seek the main stream, instead of being removed 
by the millers’ men. A conviction for this offence has already been obtained 
against a miller at Raymead, near Maidenhead, which may tend to prove that 
the Conservators are no longer satisfied with mere notices and abortive threats, 
but will act with decision in every case brought to their notice, rewarding the 
informant with a 4os. gratuity. 

It, therefore, devolves upon ali anglers to jealously watch the waters in ques- 
tion, and at once report the existence of the evil to the Head Office, Trinity 
Square, Tower Hill, London, when instructions will be immediately given by 
telegraph or otherwise to their officers or the police to obtain the necessary 
information to secure a conviction. 

Although the good of the fishery is one reason why the Conservators are 
determined to suppress this long and persistent evil, this view may be termed 
a moral and social inducement; but there is yet a stronger and more powerful 
motive, which cannot fail to keep all practical machinery at their command in 
perfect working order. This consists in the fact that they receive, in angmenta - 
tion of their funds, several thousands a year from the metropolitan water 
companies, who take their supplies from the Thames, to keep this main source 
as pure and undefiled as is possible. : 

If a similar law were enforced upon all trout streams, it would be of recog- 
nised benefit to the angler, who is now, in many districts, maliciously pestered 
with the millers’ people, who, upon seeing a stranger, although he has had 
permission of the landowner, throwing a fly, perhaps, a mile or more down the 
stream, will send a cloud of mud and rotten vegetation to destroy his chances 
of obtaining the slightest success. 

On the Wilts and Hants streams I know from experience that if you do not 
first secure the goodwill of the ‘‘ drowner’’ or the millers’ men by a bribe, you 
are subjected to the injurious disturbance of the stream at the spot where you 
are casting and a mile or so below it. These ‘‘drowners’’ are men who have 
to attend to the irrigation of the water meadows which border many streams 
for considerable distances, and who, if their importunate demands are not com- 

lied with, will, by opening certain sluices, bring your prospects of securing a 
dish of trout down to a minimum. Nothing short of securing the services of a 
stalwart keeper—who, with ashen staff, will, if occasion requires, play a tune 
upon the thick numskull of the ‘‘ drowner,”’ which shall be heard over the hills 
and far away, and render him more chary of the attempt to extort an imposi- 
tion by such questionable means—will remedy the evil. OR=EEL. 

[We had to give up a rod on a capital bit of trout water, simply because five 
times out of six it was unfishable from weeds.—Ep. ] 





Tue Compitute ANGLER Horent, MAIDENHEAD.—The license of the Com- 
plete Angler Hotel was transferred from the representatives of the late Frances 
Compere to Charles Miller, who was recommended by General Owen Williams, 
M.P., General Higginson, C.B,, Major Simpson-Carson, and Edwin Clark, 
Esq., C.E. Mr. Foottit is himself an ang'er, and we feel sure he will do 
everything to make his hotel a favourite place for anglers by putting down all 
rowdyism, : 
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| THE THAMES . AT- HALLIFORD. 
| (From Cassell’s ‘‘ Greater London.’’) , 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SHEPPERTON, FROM THE THAMES. 
(From Cassell’s ‘* Greater London,’’) 








Dec. 22, 1883} THE FISHING GAZETTE. ie 631 











VIEWS ON THE LEA. 






































COOK’S FERRY, ON THE RIVER LEA. 
» (From Cassell’s ‘‘ Greater London.’’) 
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ON THE RIVER LEA. 
(From Cassell’s ‘* Greater London,’’) 
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FISH CULTURE. 





“Mucu cAN BE DoNE WITH LITTLE WATER.” 





AVING frequently noticed what wonderful results can be 
attained even with the most meagre supply of water in fish 
hatching, I read with much interest an article entitled, “Much 
Can be Done with Little Water,” by Dr. Brumme, in the Deutsche 
Fischeret Zeitung of Nov. 27th. As itaffords just the kind of infor- 
mation many of my readers will like to have, 1 give a free transla- 
tion of it :— 

Nothing, it seems to me, conduces so much to further the 
interests of fishing and especially of fish culture as trustworthy 
descriptions of the successful formation of fish breeding places. 
Like myself, most of the readers of this paper will have welcomed 
with pleasure and attention those descriptions from actual practice 
which have appeared here from time to time ; and that without 
forgetting that the theoretical treatment of this or that subject has 
also its value, and full justification. But for the practical man 
and fisherman the experiences of others communicated and 
placed at his service are of especial value, for they give him 
occasion to think and compare with what he himself has done or 
not done, and afford information and advice how best to make 
use of the capabilities of a place. 

I myself, at any rate, owe so much to such hints and accounts 
of this kind, about this or that place, as are so frequently to be 
found in these pages, in connection with the establishment of 
hatching and breeding places for salmonidze under peculiar 
conditions, that I venture to think a short account of my own ex- 
periences will be welcome to many. 

I have at my command a little spring which comes from a 
neighbouring water mill, and which in the most rainy season of 
the year gives at most from forty to fifty pints per minute. The 
water is always clear, and both winter and summer has a constant 
temperature of 7} R.° (about 45° Fahrenheit). For about sixty 
paces from the mill the water runs underground in a wooden 
trough lined with zinc, and then falls into my breeding tanks. 

These consist of three basins built in cement, of which the first 
holds about one, the second thirteen, and the third twenty cubic 
yards of water. The water in all the basins is renewed in about 
twenty-five hours. Notwithstanding the fact that the change of 
water takes place so very slowly (of such a thing as a stream 
through the basins there cannot be said to be any), the tempera- 
ture of the water in the basins, as was proved during the abnormal 
heat of July, will never rise above 10° R. (50° F.), because the 
basins lie in the ground, and their side walls are not heated by the 
sun, and because the whole place (with a view to shade it from 
the sun) is surrounded by an embankment six feet high covered 
with trees and bushes. Only in the height of summer do the 
rays of the setting sun fall on the surface of the water ; all the 
rest of the day the fish live in the cool shade. 

The basins themselves have a water level of 80 centimetres 
(about 30 inches) with the exception of the first and smallest, 
into which the spring first falls, and which by suitable division 
has been made into a@ serpentine artificial trench or gutter ; it 
serves for hatching the eggs, and rearing the young fry. This 
winding trench is only from 12 to 15 inches in width, its sides 
are lined with turf, and it is dammed up frequently so as to form 
little pools and streams and waterfalls, and is thickly planted with 
cress and other plants which grow well in cold water. The bed 
of this miniature stream consists of fine gravel, is muddy in places, 
and numerous steep clay boulders are put in to break the current 
and provide shelter for the fry. 

The other two basins have a gravel bottom, here and there 
mixed with mud, of which, in my opinion, trout are very fond ; 
loose rockwork with holes in it, big stones, &c., form shelter- 
places for the fish. All round, and hanging over the sides of the 
basins so that their roots can reach the water, are moss and 
turf banks, which thus attract and nourish worms, insects, larvze, 
&c. While the water in these two larger basins is kept at between 
two and three feet, that in the breeding trench is only from one 
to two inches in depth, thus securing a lively little stream through 
it, which for the successful feeding of young fry is a condztio 
sine qua non, for their food at this stage of their existence 
must be carried down by the stream, and thus present a lifelike 
appearance.* The amount of water flowing into the basins can 
be regulated at will (that is, of course, to the extent of the flow 
from the spring at the time, which must be much less in very dry 
than in very wet weather). 

As I live in a flat country, where woods and streams are not to 
be found, the establishment here of a place for trout culture gave 
rise to much discussion and doubt. Like Noah when he was 
building the Ark, I had to put up with many sarcastic remarks; 
but the results have changed these views, and the laugh is now 





* Young trout, unlike the coarse fish, do not rove abovt after food ; even 
from their earliest infancy when in a stream they select a feeding place, and 
wait and watch for what the stream brings them.—ED. 


all on my side. The proof that even with only a little water—so 
it be good—something can be done has been again shown, for I 
have succeeded not only in rearing in the small basin—or more 
properly speaking, trench—about 500 trout which were put in as 
fry in March this year, to fish of from 5 to 7 inches in seven 
months; but in this little establishment I have also grown some 
hundreds of two and three year old trout into handsome table fish 
of between 31b. and 4 1b. weight. I am now commencing to 
hatch out in two simple charred wooden troughs some thousands 


of different kinds of salmonids, and have no doubt shall succeed — 


as well as with rearing the fish in these artificial fish ponds. 

My plan of working this little fish~breeding and rearing place 
is as follows :— : 

In feeding the young fish I get the best results with fresh white 
cheese, finely-chopped meat, but especially with the young of 
sugs and freshwater shrimps,* which I get in any quantity by 
means of a gauze net from a neighbouring mill stream. I can 
recommend a mixture of new white cheese and minced meat, 
kneaded up.with a little water. For the further development of 
the young fish I have had, in connection with the trench, another 
little basin made, one yard wide by two long, and one yard deep, 
with stonework hiding-places in the bottom, so the fish can run 
up the stream or retire to the deeper water at will. 


The table-fish in the larger basins thrive wonderfully on a 


mixture of white cheese and ‘“‘ Nicklas fish food,’ in proportion 
three totwo. This food should be worked up into a dough with 
water. The big fish also get raw meat, tadpoles, small frogs, 
worms, snakes, sugs, &c. A change of diet does fish a world of 
good; too much nitrogenous food appears to me to induce disease 
introut. Varzatio delectat holds good here also. Inplaceof the 
‘Nicklas food” I have recently used the American ‘‘ meat meal” 
(Fleischmehl), which is now used toa considerable extent in cattle 
feeding ; nevertheless, I think that it should be used with caution. 
I shall continue my experiments with both this and the “‘ Nicklas 
fish food,”’ and report results. One thing I have convinced my- 


self of, and that is the trout do not take the Nicklas food readily 


by itself. Sometimes for days this food lies untouched on the 
bottom, and most of it is eaten by my crayfish, which, as pre- 


*, debe wy 


servers of the public order, I have put in large numbers into my — 


basins, and who have to see that nothing spoils and contaminates 
the water. 

This, then, is the whole of my breeding and rearing place, 
consisting of a very small spring, three basins, and two wooden 
breeding troughs—no fish house or shed—in which by next spring 
I intend to hatch out 10,000 eggs of salmonidz, and which in 
the course of next summer will be able to show a stock of 10,000 
fish. Only by copying the conditions pointed out by nature for 
the life and successful growth of trout, and by taking advantage 
of the many hints given in this and other papers, could I have 


succeeded in doing anything in the service of fish culture in such 


an unfavourable locality as this is, and in so utilising a spring on 
a space of only a hundred square yards as to make it produce not 
only a drink of fresh water, but also a splendid fish for the table. 

May this little account contribute somewhat to increase the 
interest in our German fatherland for that important economic 
question of increasing the food supply. : 

In the future communication Dr. Brumme (who writes from 
Lobejiin, near Halle) promises, I hope he will give us some 


figures showing the cost of breeding trout for the table in this — 


way, 7.e., the cost of food and labour in looking after the fish, and 
value of fish obtained. In this country we breed trout exclusively 
for sport in the first instance, though if they were not a good 
table fish of course they would not be considered such excellent 
fish to catch; but in Germany they are bred almost exclusively 
for the table, and are sent alive to the fish market in fish carriers— 
indeed, if dead, however fresh they may be, they fetch little more 
than half as much. R. B. Marston. 





HARDING’S CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S 
CARDS, &c. 

R. HARDING, art stationer, 157, Piccadilly, has made 
arrangements with Mr. Edwin Cook, the artist, for the 
exclusive disposal of his piscatorial studies, and Mr. C. C. Capel 
has afforded the artist every facility for painting the fish in their 
various stages of development. It will thus be seen Mr. Harding 
makes a feature of piscatorial illustration. He has issued a series 
of clever Christmas and New Year's cards, in which anglers figure 
in some startling ways. Mr. Harding is himself an enthusiastic 
angler, and we can with pleasure recommend our readers to iook 


in at 157, Piccadilly, and see his note paper, menu cards, guest 


cards, diaries, programmes, comicalities, Christmas cards, &c., 
&c., all of a piscatorial nature as regards illustration. 








* Mr. Andrews, the pisciculturist, of Westgate House, Guildford, tells me 
these ‘‘ shrimps’? save him hundreds a year in fish food. He keeps his many 
rearing ponds well stocked with them. So does Mr. Silk at Burleigh Park.— 
R. B. M,. 
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AMONG THE WELSH MOUNTAINS. 


*“CoME to fish, sir, I suppose?” is the greeting of the friendly 
station-master as, standing on the platform, I gaze after the receding 
train, which hurries away with a shriek, seemingly indignant that it 
should have been stopped at an insignificant little station only to 
deposit a solitary creature with a fishing rod in hand and creel on 
back, On looking round a stranger would probably be struck with 
the thought, “‘ Why should they puta stationhere ?” andin the summer- 
time would be astonished to see numbers of tourists and holiday- 
makers alight at this desolate spot. On inquiry he would find that 
six miles away, in the heart of the Black Mountains, stands the grand 
old ruin of Llanthony Abbey, and four miles still higher up the modern 
monastery of the devout Father Ignatius. As. usual, when the old 
monks sought seclusion from the giddy world, they chose for their 
resting-place a spot so lovely that well might the cares of the busy 
outside throng be forgotten amid the silence of the mountain valley— 
a silence only broken by their own vesper bells, the tumbling and 
rippling of the trout stream at their gates, and the hoarse crow of the 
old cock grouse among the heather. Ican well imagine the holy 
brethren in their leisure hours strolling down the little stream to pro- 
cure their Lenten fish dinner by quietly bobbing over the bushes with 
the natural fly, or luring the half-pounders from the curling eddies 
with a well-scoured trailing worm. Into one end of the now ruined 
abbey is built a comfortable inn, where the traveller, after his seven- 
mile tramp from the station or longer walk over the mountains, 
receives a cheerful welcome, followed by a good dinner served in the 
basement of one of the still standing towers; and after having done 
justice to the good fare with a mountaineer’s appetite, he is conducted, 
stooping, up the narrow stone staircase to the tower room above, where 
he probably soon forgets monks, ghosts, trout and all in a good, com- 
fortable bed, such as I expect the former inhabitants longed for in 
vain, 

The first four miles of the stream above the station is strictly pre- 
served for the use of the club of gentlemen who rent the sporting 
rights of the estate, grouse shooting, and fishing. Above that, for 
four or five miles, the water is still well preserved and looked after ; 
but the landlords of the Queen’s Head, about two miles from the 
station, and ofthe Abbey Inn, are each given two tickets for visitors 
staying under their roof. At the last-named pleasant hostelry I in- 
tended stopping for the night after fishing up the ticket waters in the 
hope of catching on my way a dish of trout to be eaten for dinner, 
fresh from the mountain stream, before their blood-red spots should 
have time to fade. Trout thus eaten are worth a dozen of the flabby, 
sodden fish two days klled, just as the salmon cooked within an hour 

-or two of capture cuts in firm flakes, separated by layers of milk-white 
curd, which has many times been mistaken by people who have never 
before eaten a really fresh-caught salmon for mildew or some disease 
of the fish. Irecently knew a case where the local net fishermen sent 
up a fresh-caught salmon as a compliment to some new residents on 
the bank, who.afterwards indignantly complained that the fish sent 
was either very stale or diseased. : 

Cheered by the good wishes of the station-master, I set off ata 
brisk pace up the lovely valley, all eager to reach the boundary of the 
private water, and commence the fray. How long the road always 
seems when one is anxious to be doing at the other end—all sorts of 
turns and straight stretches of road crop up that were forgotten. 
However, fortified by munching sandwiches as I go, I soon reach the 
Queen’s Head, where a short halt is made for a glass of ale to show 
there is no illfeeling. I here learn from the landlady that the sport on 
the stream has been very fair this season, but that very few gentlemen 
have been up to try it—a fact which, though it depresses her spirits, 
rather raises mine, which effect she spoils by going on to say, ‘‘I am 
afraid the water has run down rather low, sir, now.” And so it has, 
for at the next turn of the road the stream runs alongside so feet be- 
low as clear as crystal—a foot too low for alarge basket. That is the 
worst point of making expeditions to these mountain torrents—you so 
rarely get them in perfect order unless a stay is made on the spot. If 
you go in the rain it is sure to continue raining, making the stream a 
swollen torrent. If you try to hit off the exact day after the rain, it is 
ten to one that it is too high or too low; and ifyou go in dry weather, 
you can be quite sure it isa mere crystal trickle. But you will say 
that there is a bait for every state of water—the minnow, the worm, 
the luscious wasp grub. Hush! name them not; they are rank 
poaching here. Nothing but the artificial fly, if you please. 

At every point where the stream approaches the road, running 


smooth after the wild, frothy excitement of a leaping rapid, I strain | 


my eyes trying to catch the longed-for breaks upon the surface which 
denote that there isa rise on. Yes, by Jove! there’s a dimple, and 
another, followed by ever-widening circles as a fly is sucked under by 
the feeding fish. -My step grows still more elastic at the sight. I do 
a fine piece of pedestrianism until the boundary is reached—a wooden 
foot-bridge crossing the brook to some cottages on the far side, in the 
nearest of whach lives one of the keepers of the water. With eager 
fingers I draw from its case the elegant little 8-foot ‘‘ multum in 
parvo ’’—one of Ogcen and Scotford’s best workmanship, as light as 
a feather, as tough as whalebone, and as trueas steel. Those tiny 
rods are capable of wonders, and I would rather have one by me ona 
general fishing expedition than any other ; for not only are they unsur= 
passed for wooded brooks completely arched with trees, but with 
proper treatment will land any ordinary trout. With this same 
miniature weapon I killed in the spring twelve trout weighing 16 lb. 
in anhour and a quarter. Here let me advise those who use these cr 
other spliced rods to whip their splices with slightly-waxed tape instead 
of the usual string. Unless string is very carefully whipped, the splice 
is apt to slip loose ; then comes the crack in the act of throwing, which 
means that both ends of it are snapped off, and the rod is spoilt for 


ever, for the balance and spring cannot be got back, although a new 
splice may be cut. Since Ihave adopted tape I have never once had 
the joint become even slightly loose. ; 

It was not long before the lynx-eyed keeper had spied from his 
cottage outlook the presence of a possible intruder, and did his duty 
by inquiring my right to fish those waters. Satisfied asto my rights, 
he admiringly handled the ‘‘ multum in parvo,’’ while I soaked and 
stretched a fine drawn cast suited to the state of the water. One fly 
is quite enough to manipulate ina mountain stream, where a cast 
has often to be made stooping beneath a thick arch of bushes for a 
trout rising under a branch within six inches of the water. Accord- 
ingly I put on a solitary leader in the shape of a tiny coch-y-bondhu— 
always a safe killer in Welsh water, especially if there is no particu- 
lar natural on the water. It is no manner of use to fish sucha stream 
as this without wading, so pulling off my stockings, I tied them round 
my waist, rolled up my knickerbockers and replaced my boots on 
bare feet. This is notthe most pleasant or anti-rheumatic- method 
of wading, but when there is a seven-mile tramp to be done from 
the station to one’s shelter for the night, combined with fishing on the 
way up, the less luggage the better, although the water is decidedly 
fresh from the spring. Ugh! it feels cold as I slide in above the 
bridge, and go splashing up a shallow reach to commence work at 
the foot of a rapid, just above where the water whirling in eddies 
under a hollow bank indicates grand lying for my prey. At the 
second throw, as the fly is swilled rapidly down the foaming stream 
towards me, there is a momentary flash of yellow, a tug, and he is 
gone. ‘hese mountain trout rise as sharp as a salmon par, and take 
a quick, united action on the part of hand and eye to hook them. 
Fresh from deliberate salmon fishing, I miss two or three fish one 
after the other; but at the topmest curl under the hollow bank, 
I get well hold of a nice lively } lb. trout that dashes and leaps from 
the water in a suprising way until the net is slipped under him. 
Such a colour these mountain trout are, like one sees in a highly- 
coloured picture, always previously thought to be exaggerated ; all 
gold and yellow, dotted with great red spots the brightest of the 
bright. I soon found that the little fellows were no mean sport to 
land, as directly they felt the cold steel, they came dashing down at 
my feet, leaping, splashing, and wriggling in such a vigorous way, 
that if [ held on tight the hold of my hook gave way, andif | let 
them get below me they were soon below a rock, below a fall, below 
an overhanging branch, and below every impediment possible, in a 
way that made it difficult to get them back again. 

Everyone knows the probable ending of the stage ofa fight when 
the line is quite taut over or against a rock and branch, with a lively 
fish at one end flapping hard on the surface, and a helpless man at 
the other end. I found that the only plan was to hold on hard and 
get the net under them at the first possible chance, 

How this sort of fishing— 


With alders to right of him, 
Alders to left of bim, 

Alders in front of him, 
Horribly encumbered— 


would puzzle some of the Thames fishermen who like a good clear 
space for a good long throw, until gradually after innumerable 
hitchings up they would come to be proficient, and delight in the 
sly underhand flick which sends the tiny fly exactiy to the right spot 
over a boulder or under a branch where there lies a } 1b. trout, which 
when hooked in that cramped place will give them more sport than 
the best twenty dace ever caught. 

Stumble, splash, blunder dash over the slippery great flakes of 
smooth rock I go, now missing a trout, now catching one with the 
satisfaction of knowing that Iam advancing all the while towards a 
good warm fire, and the more fish I catch the better dinner [ shall 
have. When onthe feed at their leisure, the trout in these streams 
delight to collect in shoals in the short, quiet reaches between the 
rapids, where they can make sure of every tit-bit floating by, some- 
times rising so fast as to give the impression of grea drops of rain 
falling on the surface, which is ‘‘ all of a foment with ’em, sir,’’as an 
old’ fisherman pal of mine expressesit. But think not that it is then 
an easy job to catch them. Far fromit: the slightest shadow or 
glimpse of intruding man, or the splash of an awkward throw is 
followed by a perfect stampede, up the stream, under roots, under 
stones, through your legs, anywhere and everywhere out of sight. 
Crouching down to the water, as much in the middle as possible, so 
as to be directly behind the fish, every effort must be made to throw a 
long line falling like gossamer on the still surface, then there may 
follow a quiet rise ; but much oftener the fly is followed suspiciously 
until a sight of the thrower sends the followers helter skelter to their 
respective retreats, to laugh quietly at their own cuteness. 

As it grows dusk I change the coch-y-bondhu for a small white 
moth, which does good execution, especially in those quiet spots 
where the growing darkness now emboldens the fish to think ‘that it 
is a case of now or never for a fly supper. 

At length the fact of getting hung up somewhere at every other 
throw convincing me of the fact that it is too dark to fish, I make my 
way to the road with fifteen nice trout, just about enough for dinner and 
breakfast for a ravenous fisherman under the influence of mountain 
air. A short walk brings me to the ghostly looming abbey, where, with 
my thick, dry stockings and a pair of mine host’s slippers, 1am soon 
very comfortably sniffing the delicious fumes of fried trout. But I 
fear that under these pleasant memories my pen is running away with 
me ; therefore, I now say ‘‘ Good-night ” as Iretire to my turret bed, 
leaving the rest of my expedition, with the editorial leave, to be told 
of anon. VINCENS, 

(To be continued.) 
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MAPLEDURHAM MILL, ON THE THAMES. 





THE MEDAL OF THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION. 


ESSRS. HARE AND CO., 31, Essex Street, Strand, 
; London, have just issued a circular, in which they give 
illustrations of the beautiful Exhibition Medal—obverse and re- 
verse. They have engraved the medal in twenty-eight different 
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styles, and all those who received medals and wish to include a 
copy of it in their business cards, invoices, catalogues, &c., should 





send to Messrs. Hare for a copy of this list. The electros can be 
had at a very small price. 


MAPLEDURHAM MILL ON THE THAMES. 


THIS mill is one of the few remaining on the Thames the picturesque 
character of which has not been disturbed by so-called modern 
improvements, which innovation of late years has resulted from the 
application of steam as an auxiliary to water power ; consequently 
it is beloved by artists. 

From a float in the mill taila more complete picture can be obtained 
than in the illustration given, as the rural church on our immediate 


| right comes within the focus. There used to bea field-path behind 


the mill skirting the Thames, permitting the rambler to pass through 


rich verdure, ankle-deep in buttercups and meadow-sweet ; and 


thus at the rear of the long avenue of the Elizabethan Manor, 
near Hardwick House, a fine tudor mansion which has the historical 


_teputation of being the hiding-place for awhile of Charles II., after 
| which the farms of New Chasy separate us from the grand river, and 


the path then brings us close, after a slight departure from the 
stream, to Caversham, 

The banks of the greater part of this distance are well-lined with 
overhanging woods, the roots of the trees making safe harbours of 


refuge for trout and chub; but Mapledurham is in better favour 


asa perch resort, which are generally taken here by paternostering 
with minnows or gudgeon fry. On the opposite bank is Purley 
village and Belleisle House, with the main line of the Great Western 
Railway. Norcot is the next small cluster of cottages. and Battle 
Farm, before Reading is next reached. A little below Purley is the 
well and deservedly-known Roebuck Inn, perched upon elevated 
ground above the railway. Che latter has to becrossed and a high bank 
surmounted before reaching it. A handsome hotel has been built 
upon its site, and from experience it may be stated that while its ac- 
commodation has been greatly increased, the visitors will now find 
the charges in every respect what ought not to be exceeded to secure 
Thames frequenters. The new station of Tilehurst, 14 miles from 


| Reading, isclose to this. The fishery here is famous for its perch, 
| which are of more thana Thames average size, and has been rendered 


popular by Mr. Wheatstone, who has frequented it for many yesrs 
past, taking, as may be supposed by his attachment to the locality, 
many baskets of this fine breakfast fish. They are generally angled 
for with paternoster. Joseph Collins is the registered fisherman, and 
well deserves patronage. 

The accompanying illustration is from the new volume of the Arf 
Journal which, under the care of Messrs. Huish and Thomson, 
becomes more beautiful and interesting every month. 








WORM FISHING FOR GRAYLING. 


By FRANCIS M. WALBRAN, 


Mr. FRANCIS, in his ‘‘ Book on Angling,” makes the remark that 
‘‘As the grayling is such a sporting fish, and so free to rise to all 
comers, it is a disgrace and a shame to treat him like a poacher, with 
worms and such abominations.” Now, this may be all very well when 
you are dealing with the denizens of Hampshire or Derbyshire 


| streams, where fly-fishing may be carried on almost into winter with 
| reasonable expectation of success; but anybody who pays a visit to 
any of our Yorkshire rivers after about the middle of October will find 


that, if he intends to kill anything like a respectable dish of grayling, 


| he will be obliged to have recourse to some other method of luring 


them than the artificial fly. 

My object in writing the present article is to explain to those of my 
readers who may be unacquainted with it the favourite mode of fishing 
for this handsome fish during the winter months which is adopted by 
anglers in this district, and which is termed by them ‘“‘swimming the 
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worm.” As regards sport, I concider it little inferior to clear- water 
worm fishing for trout, and I venture to predict that any angler who 
may try his hand at it, and become an adept, will come to the con- 
clusion that it is equally as scientific amusement. The weather ought 
to be bright and frosty, with the water low and clear, to ensure 
success in this class of fishing. Melted snow or ‘¢broth,”’ as it. 1s 
called, immediately spoils sport, and if the rivers are at all flooded 
through rain, you are unable to get to the places where grayling 
usually frequent, and, in addition’ to that, they never feed really well 
in either a rising or falling state of the water. Wading also is a great 
advantage, and from recent experience, I can endorse the pinion 
expressed by our worthy Editor, that for winter fishing there is 
nothing to beat the black indiarubber boots lined to the knee with felt. 
the advantages of them being obvious. A pair of Mr. Tacon's thick 
socks worn inside the boots also assist greatly in keeping your feet 
warm. I may here remark that these socks are invaluable to anglers 
who wade, being the most durable ones T have ever worn. The pair that 
I have now in use are more than twelve months old, and have never 
yet even needed repair, which fact, considering the rough usage that 
they have received, is really wonderful. =. 

Your rod should be about rr ft. in length, light, and inclined rather 
to stiffness, but not too much so. , 
braided waterproofed line, completes that portion of your equipment, 
so we will now pass on to the tackle, then to the consideration of bait, 
and finish up with a description of the ‘‘ modus operandi.” 

Prepare a cast three yards in length, tapering down to the finest- 
drawn gut procurable, and on this wrap with red silk a No. 4 fine 
wire, round bend hook, with a piece of stiff bristle projecting out 
about one-eighth inch from the upper portion of the ‘shank; weight 
the tackle with a single swan shot attached to the line about 12 in. 
from the hook; the float should be made of cork about the size ofa 
marble, with a hole bored through the centre, and an adjusting plug 
of either quill or wood. : 

Opinions seem to vary as to the most suitable kind of worms to 
employ, some preferring the brandling, others the small red worm 
found in rotten leaf mould,|which is known as the ‘‘ cockspur ” in some 
districts ; and, as far as my experience gees, I have always found the 
latter prove the more attractive bait of the two. : ; 

Insert the point of the hook into the worm about. one-eighth inch 
below the head and thread it up the shank over the projecting piece 
of bristle, which will keep it m its place, allowing the tailof the worm 
to hang straight down, with the point and bend of the hook exposed. 
As a general rule 18 in, is about the proper depth at which to adjust 
the float, so that the worm may swim 3 in. or 4 in. from the ground; 
but, of course, it all depends upon the stream in which you are 
fishing. 

All being now ready, let us adjourn to the river, and look out. for a 
likely spot in which to commence operations. As I write I can picture 
just such a place in my mind’s eye—a stream upon my favourite 
river—the Yore. It is perhaps half a mile in length, having a uniform 
depth of about 2 ft., excepting at the tail of it, where it runs gradually 
off intoa deep pool. At the head of the stream it is rocky, the water 
running sharply round the moss-covered boulders, forming below them 
those quiet little eddying pools that grayling especially affect. Step 
into the edge of the stream, and letting out line to about the length and 
a half of your rod, cast your worm lightly just above that rock; jauntily 
rides the tiny float into the eddying pool below, and just as it is 
veering round a slight stoppage occurs—only for a moment, however, 
and then moves on as before; pull out and examine your bait. Ah! 
IT thought so. The tail of your worm is gone; that was a grayling, 
my friend, and the next swim I will wager anything that you ‘‘ nail” 
him. Another cast; once more the float stops in exactly the same 
place, but this time drags as though the hook had caught in the 
bottom. Now, then, strike with a firm turn of the wrist—habet ! a 
good fish, too, to judge by the resistance that he makes. Gently, 
gently; do not hurry him. The tackle is fine, and his mouth tender. 
There, he turns on his side at last; slip the net under him, and 
transfer him to your basket. Justa nip of ‘‘Scotch” to commemo~ 
rate the first fish, and then proceed cautiously down stream, trying 
every likely place within reach, Towards the end of | the stream we 
approach a belt of willow trees which fringe the water s edge. Under 
the shade of their pink roots many a lusty member of the Salmo 
Thymallus family has his home. Let out a long line, as in roach 
fishing, and allow your bait to swim down about half a yard or so 
from the side. There goes your float. No mistake about that bite, 
as the merry music of your reel testifies, the fish taking out line 
rapidly. A pounder this time, and if some of our sceptical friends 
who deride the idea of a grayling being comparable to a trout, as 
regards gameness, could witness or experience the “ play’’ of a fish 
like this, hooked upon drawn gut in the height of season, I fancy that 
they would alte: their opinions somewhat. But the struggle comes 
to anend at last, and as you dip him out of his native element in your 
net you cannot help but admire his perfect symmetry and beautiful 
colouring. How handsome he looks as he lies on the frozen grass, the 
rich crimson of his large dorsal fin contrasting so well with his black 
back, and the green and purple sheen of his silvery sides with the 
milky white of his belly. But come along; we must waste no time, 
for the days are short at this season of the year Past the willows 
we come to a shelving bed of sand and gravel Cautiously now, my 
friend, for this is the best swim ofall. Over that bar of gravel the 
stream runs into a deep pool; adjust your float a little deeper, and 
proceed as befcre. No result the first attempt ; your line is out at full 
stretch; the float drags on account of the sudden check, and you 
prepare to pull cut for another swim. But before you are almost aware 
your rod top receives a sudden jerk, and your line comes back to you 
minus the hook, perhaps the fldat as well. Butitis no use ‘ crying over 
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spilt milk,” and I will tell you how to avert the disaster in future, ; 
In such a place as this wh ere the float gets tothe end of the 
swim, the hook, being lightly weighted, rises with the current 
and the grayling, coming from below, snatches at it, and snaps ~ 
the fine-drawn gut with the sudden jerk. Never, therefore 
keep your finger on the line, but strike from the reel in the 
manner suggested by the Editor some little time ago; also take the 
precaution before withdrawing your line to give a gentle strike, in 
which case you generally succeed in landing your fish, should one 
have taken your bait without giving any indication through the medium 
of your float. 

And now I will leave you to do the best you can for yourself. Never 
mind the cold; come out of the water and take a ‘‘ nip of whisky,” and 
five minutes’ run upon the bank to counteract the effects of that. For 
my own part I can never understand why an angler, in winter should 
be considered such an object of compassion, and be ‘‘ chaffed” so 
unmercifully, any more than his brother sportsman who affects a bit 
of shooting. Nobody laughs at him—no facetious remarks are made 
concerning him if he enters a railway carriage with his gun ona frosty 
day in December. Manya time has my ‘‘cara sposa” remarked, with 
her face the picture of incredulity, ‘‘Surely, you never intend going 
fishing to-day ?’’ But the weather would have been bad indeed to 
prevent me from going for a day’s fishing if J had really set my mind 
upon it. Manyatime have certain of my friends expatiated upon the 
pains of rheumatism, &c., that are in store for me in the days to come, 
All I can say is, that I am thankful that I have never yet suffered from 
any such complaint, and feel firmly convinced that more persons sa- 
crifice their health to“‘coddling”’ themselves up in the house than they 
would in indulging in vigorous out-door sport or amusements, pro- 
viding that they equip themselves suitably. 

In conclusion, I wish my readers particularly to understand that I 
do not for one moment advocate worm fishing for grayling in- any 
condition of weather or water when they will rise at all freely 
at fly. ‘To my mind, there is no method of angling to compare 
to fly-fishing, and no phase of it so delightful as to wend your 
way home, thoroughly tired out, to the homely village inn, 
through the misty twilight of a fine September day, with a 
mixed basket of trout and grayling, weighing, perhaps, altogether 
7 or 81b., every one of which has fallen a victim to the seductive 
influence of a ‘red tag,’’ ‘‘ honey dun bumble,” or ‘‘ willow fly’’; but, 
as I have already mentioned, you cannot always do that, and, usder 
such circumstances, there is, in my opinion, no more harm in resorting 
to the scientific method of worm fishing (which I have endeavoured 
to explain in the present article), than there is in the fly-fisher for 
trout having recourse to clear water worm or minnow fishing on a 
blazing hot dayin July, when to attempt to kill trout in any other way 
would be the height of absurdity, and result simply in loss of temper 
and waste of time. 





A TROUTING REMINISCENCE, 


By R. B. MARSTON. 


IF there is one day’s fishing in the year which the trout angler looks 
forward to more keenly than any other, it surely is the first day with 
the favourite old rod on the bank of some favourite stream. For weeks 
past the I5th of April had been to me the most important in the 
calendar; andI confess it was with a feeling of thankfulness that I 
found myself, only one hour after leaving my home in the heart of 
The 
weather at starting was all that could be desired—warm, dull, and 
with a soft south-west wind—not that I ever let considerations of the 
wind or weather interfere with angling arrangements, for the simple 
reason that I have so often experienced the best sport on the most 
unlikely days. Just outside the station I saw two country urchins, 
and wanting a boy to carry my things when. I was fishing, I asked 
if either of them could accompany me. They both volunteered 
in a moment, andI wasin a fix. 

‘‘Plaize, zur,” said the smaller of the two, ‘‘hay can’t go; hay’s 
gart ter carry chips.” A 
‘‘No I ain’t neither, not without Oi loikes,” said the rather larger 

small boy. ‘ - 

‘‘ Well, I cannot take both of you, and so we will toss up. One go — 
to settle it. Now then, ifit comes down head up you go, and if tail 
up you go.” 

The fates decided that the urchin who ought to have been ‘‘ kaarein 
chips” should be my gillie for the day, and a very capital little gillie 
I found him. We had not gone a hundred yards, down a lovely lane 
leading to the inn by the water, before he called my attention toa 
bird’s nest, and the next instant to the ‘‘old uns” flying about in an © 
uneasy manner inthe branches aboveus. He knew the exact state of 
their family arrangements. In fact, before the day was out I found 
he took a fatherly interest in the homes of all the young couples his — 
sharp eyes had discovered. Seeing me admiring some lovely white 
flowers, he said, ‘‘Them’s buttons,” and promised me heaps of “‘keows- ~ 
lips” when we got into the meadow over the river, Having arranged — 
with the pleasant hostess that my gillie should fetch so me refresh- — 
ments at lunch time, we walked on across the brow of the hill down to 
a little foot-bridge over the river. On this bridge I noticed two things © 
—-one was a very fine trout feeding at the tail of a stream ; and the 
other was that the wind had gone round to the north-east, and was — 
beginning to blow strong and coldly. We had five or six minutes’ — 
walk yet to ‘‘ our water,” through meadows bright with cowslips, dan- 
delion and “‘ milkmaids,” as my little Mercury called them, 1 

‘« They people in Lunton wad loike to see they?” to which I~ 
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heartily agreed, and he then graciously told meI might pick as man 
as I liked to take home for general admiration. 

On reaching ‘‘ our water ”’—a lovely stretch of trout stream, wan- 
dering and winding in quick turns, and streams and lazy quiet 
stretches between banks bright with celandine, ‘‘milkmaids,” and 
other spring flowers—I decided to commence by fishing down stream, 
as the wind was so strong it was out of the question to fish up witha 
dry fly, as Thad intended. At the top of the water I metan angler— 
one of ‘‘ our members,’”? who had just arrived on the scene. Aftera 
few words of greeting—for until then we had been acquaintances on 
paper only—I told him IT would walk down stream, and leave him to 
fish the upper part. I had marked some good fish rising, and told 
him so. I commenced about half a mile lower down, rigging up my 
finest cast with hare’s ear as leader, red-quill gnat, and blue dun as 
droppers. I had not fished twenty yards of water before I sawa good 
fish moving ; part of his broad tail every now and then flapped out of 
the water. Throwing a long line, and kneeling on the bank, for the 
water was bright, I got my hare’s ear to swing round with the current 
just above his nose. There was a big swirl, and then an instant 
tightening of my line fastened the minute sneck-bend in his lip, only 
by the merest bit of skin as I afterwards found. Five minutes or 
more of good fight, now up stream, now down, now out of the water, 
now boring into the weeds, and amid the breathless excitement of my 
gillie, at the second attempt I got him into the net—a pretty fish of 
two pounds good. of 

““He didn’t loike coming out,” said the admiring youngster. 
“He'll plaize the Lunnon folks. That’s bigger an what my brother 
catches down at the bridge.” 

“What does your brother fish with ? ” : 

** He vishes with a worm, he do; but I seen ’em cotched in a net 
loike that—and bigger uns, too.” ; 

Now, as every inch of our stream was “strictly preserved ”—if 
numerous notices to that effect told the truth—this was not pleasant 
news. A little lower down I got a trout of about a pound, a beauti- 
fully plump, plucky fellow, which I was loth to put back as under our 
1;1b. standard. Then foran hour I could not rise a fish ; perhaps it 
was fortunate I did nor, if the landing net had been wanted, My boy 
had got tired of seeing me thrashing away for nothing, andI had 
forgotten all about him. 

“Heisht!” cried a voice on the opposite bank. _A moorhen 
scattered screaming across the pool I was just about to fish, and then 
from the rushes emerged my landing net, followed by the head and 
shoulders of my faithless squire. 

**Oi guessed Oi kno wed where her was,’’ triumphantly, 

_ The young rascal had left my bag somewhere behind on the bank, 
and had gone up to the weir bridge above, and then crept quietly 
down among the rushes on the other side, so that although actually 
only some twenty yards away, to all intents and purposes for which 
I had engaged him he wasa mile off! ‘ 

“You small vagabond! What do you mean by carrying my net 
off like that? How am to land a fish?” ; 

*« You won’t git no more, oi’m thinkin’.” ) 

**And you won’t git nolunch, my young friend, if you don’t come 
back as fast as your legs will carry you! ” : 

This had the desired effect, and the curly-headed youngster, with 
the ends of his torn corduray breeches and his ragged little pocket 
flapping in the wind, was scattering off like the bird he had flushed 
with such glee. aah 

“Stop! Now you are there you had better go down to the inn 
and fetch some ale, and bread and butter, and hard-boiled eggs, and 
cheese, and don’t forget the salt, or you’ll have to go back for it.” 

With a vision of good things before him, I kiew he would be no 
longer absent than he could help ; but even now he had not got far 
away before a quacking in the rushes caught his attention, and turn- 
ing round tome he shouted, ‘‘Them’s dab-chicks, them be!” but 
seeing I apparently did not heed him, he started off, in good earnest 
as it proved, whistling and shouting at the colony of rooks busyina 
ploughed field above him. Laughing to myself at the happy young 
field lark, I lit a pipe and determined to try a dry fly, as the wind had 
dropped. I gota dace or two, and then, in a bend of the stream 
above me, but hidden from view by some bushes, I heard a most tre- 
mendous splash. ‘‘By George! that must be that eight-pounder 
A told me of chasing the small fry; Pll give him time to settle 
down again and then have a goat him.’’ Thisto myself. AndI did 
have a go at him. I crawled through the long grass and nettles and 
fished every inch of the water—a deep, quiet, swirling pool, just the 
haunt for the ‘‘big one.” For ten minutes I thrashed away ; never 
did I fish more carefully in my life. But it was of no avail, so a 
decided to give up fishing until after lunch, and rest on the bank till 
my boy came back. 

It is wonderful what inquisitive animals cows are. T had several 
times during the morning to frighten three or four fine Alderneys out 
of catching distance of my flies when they came looking solemnly at 
my fishing, and now, as I recline on the grass, I have them all round 
me; graduaily getting courage, they came closer, until one—the most 
intelligent cow I ever saw—came and rubbed her nose against my 
fishing stockings and peered into my creel. Presently, my boy ap- 
peared on the scene, panting beneath his load. ; 

‘* She’s a knowin’ un, she is,” pointing to the cow which had been 
taking stock of me so closely ; ‘‘ she knows where the best grass is, 
and they can’t keep her out on it neither.” : ; 

And, while I spread out the lunch, he gave me some interesting sundry 
details about ber history—how she was partial only to one particular 
milkmaid—how she led the other cows into scrapes and got off her- 
self, and sundry other tricks she had. There she stood, watching us 
all the time, sleek, and fat, and pleasant smelling, but with a wicked 
look in her eye, which plainly showed mischief; 





How we did enjoy that lunch! Crisp, crusty bread ; sweet, rich 
butter; new-laid eggs—washed down with a draught of clear ale, 
which had cooled in the stream while we waited for it. 

‘**T wonder what they wz¢Z take,” I said to myself, aloud. 

“ Oi'd troy a worm, if Oi wer’ you,” innocently suggested my boy, 
with his mouth full, j 

*‘T’ve a. good mind to try one of McNee’s pike-scale flies fora 
change. Where is my bag ?” 

** Bag? whoy, Oi left it there ty that auld stump afore I went to 
look for that moorhen.”’. 

‘* Well, you had better go and find it, then.” 

He looked everywhere in vain, and I helped him, 

‘Oi shouldn’t wonder if that auld cow hadn’t pushed un in the 
river!” 

The remembrance of the big splash I had heard flashed across my 
mind, and, going to the spot, sure enough, under two feet of water 
was my black leather bag! To fish it out with the landing-net was 
the work of a second or two. 

“Oi thought as much. She’s a cumin’ over, she is, 
she’d pay yer out for runnin’ at her this morning.” 

** And don‘t you think I ought to pay you out for running away and 
getting all my tackle and fly book soaked through in this way ?” J 
asked, more in sorrow than in anger. 

‘“* Who'd a thought that auld cow’d a rolled un in the river ?” 

Who, indeed ? Why, nobody but that “ old cow” herself, standing, 
here, coolly looking on, flicking the flies off with her tail, and saying 
as plainly as possible— 

“Perhaps, that will teach you manners, young man.” 

T never look on that. black bag without thinking what a rise that 
‘fauld cow’’ took out of me! 

SS ee 


“IN THE GLOAMING,” 


TROUT-FISHING BY NIGHT. 


WSITE-MOTH fishing for trout in the streams of the southern half of 
England is very properly considered bad form by the truly orthodox 
trout-fisher, and there cannot be two opinions about the salutary 
effect, and in the case of club or subscription waters the absolute 
necessity, of the “ one hour after sunset’ rule. But there are waters 
even in the south where, for many reasons, it would be perfectly 
legitimate to have recourse to night fishing, and in such cases the 
truest sportsman may safely indulge in this most bewitching phase of 
trout-fishing without fear of tarnishing his fair fame. 

Come with us on a hot summer day to and see sucha 
water. We arrive hot and dusty, after our ride by rail, and gladly 
seek the welcome shade of spreading trees and overhanging hedge- 
rows as we lazily stroll through the sleepy village on our way 
down to the river. We loiter at the bridge overlooking the 
mill pool and watch the speckled trout basking in the sunshine. 
Even they appear sleepy on this hot, still afternoon, as they 
lié in the quiet parts of the pool waiting for the evening rise. 
This pool is a splendid piece of water. It looks the most ‘* fishy” 
spot on the whole river, and a grand haunt for trout it surely is; but it 
is so persistently wormefished by the village lads that it rarely pays 
the fly-fisher to dwell long over it. So we wander on down stream 
ready for fishing up in the evening. The first two or three hundred 
yards takes us by the side of a gentle, streamy piece of water, where 
several good trout are always to be found; and there they lie now right 
at the bottom of the clear, bright water, as motionless as if feeding 
was athing never dreamt of in their philosophy. But come this way 
later, when the rise is on, and you may possibly, with fine tackle and 
long cast, secure a brace of them. 

Now we come to the length of water where evening fishing may be 
fairly considered legitimate, for, unless a really stiff breeze is blowing, 
it is beyond even the power of a past master in the art to induce the 
sizeable fish in this reach of the river to take an artificial fly in bright 
daylight, although it is well stocked with good fish. The water is as 
smooth as a pond, there 1s not even the ghost ofan eddy orcurl ; and 
in the wider parts it is difficult to tell whether there really is a current 
or not. This water, after leaving the streamy piece before described, 
continues its quiet way for about a mile, gradually deepening as ‘it 
goes, until at the lower “ staunch” it is close upon eight feet deep— 
but how crystal clear! In bright weather the water is lighted up so 
that you can see every tiny pebble where the bottom is clear of weed, 
and it looks Jess than half the actual depth, Any trout-fisher will at 
once realise that this part of the river is not likely to give sport under 
ordinary circumstances ; but, when he is told that he must fish the 
water actually standing on the brinkof the stream—fully exposed to 
view from top to toe—he will also realise that the making of a bagin 
bright, summer weather is next to an impossibility. Thereason you 
have to stand close up to the edge of the stream is this: The river 
banks are very narrow and are lined with pollard willows so closely 
planted that their branches interlace and hang over the river. All the 
casting has therefore to be done with your rod extended over the 
water, and the backward work of your line parallel ‘with the course of 
the stream. The faintest approach to an “over-the-shoulder” cast 
at once involves you in a difficulty with the trees, and wading is out of 
the question owing to the depth of the water. 

Here, at the lower ‘‘ staunch,” the still, deep water ends; and, as 
it is full early yet, let us stroll on down-tiver, and we wil! show you as 
pretty a piece of chalk stream as is to be found in the southern half 
of England, After leaving the ‘‘staunch” and the ceaseless roar and 
boom caused by the heaving, falling water, the character of the banks 
entirely change. The pollard willows cease. One bank is almost 
clear of trees, while on the other is a strip of woodland of many trees, 
Whose branches hang lovingly over the stream as it dances and 
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ripples by. Among the undergrowth, stretching down to the river 
brink, is a wealth of wild flowers, and the margins of the stream are 
gemmed with bunches of blue forget-me-nots. The bottom of the 
river is far different from the part above the lower ‘‘ staunch,” for the 
water races over reaches of hard, white chalk, flanked by patches of 
bright gravel and masses of dark green weed, causing many a ripple 
and curl, where trout delight to lie. Here we ply our art fora time, 
and are rewarded bya brace or two of as game fish as ever the heart 
of angler could desire. 

Meanwhile, the sun has sunk low down, and twilight shadows are 
falling around us. We retrace our s‘eps now, for the evening rise on 
the still, deep water we previously left comes on just on the verge of 
the twilight. When we reach the ‘‘staunch” you can see the water 
above ringed all over by rising fish, where scarce a fish was to be seen 
in the bright sunlight of the summer afterncon. And now let us rig 
up a cast more suifed to the task before us. A coachman for 
stretcher, and for the early evening the delicate pink winged one is 


preferable, then a couple of light duns for droppers, and soon the fun > 


begins. It seems as if all the trout in this part of the river have 
suddenly become ravenously hungry after their long day's fast, and 
are in the greatest hurry to make up for lost time; but nearly all the 
fuss is made by the half-pounders or less, and any we take are care- 
fully released and returned to the stream. It is hardly late enough 
yet for the larger fish, who do not seem to care to move until the big, 
fat moths are well on the wing. They will not have to wait long now, 
for the twilight is slowly, but surely, coving down, and there are 
already a few moths on the wing, so we will change our cast again. 
This time it shall be a large white or yellow moth for stretcher, and a 
white-winged coachman for dropper. We have now two flies only, 
and the reason for that is this: If the water is at all weedy—and what 
water is not so in midsummer ?—two flies will be quite enough to try 
the patience cf any angler, independent of the difficulties he will find 
himself in in landing a fish in the dark with three flies on his cast. 
The marvellous aptitude of your flies for getting hitched into weeds, 
your Janding-net, and your clothing, is perfectly astonishing, and is 
productive of the loss of much time and good temper. So our advice 
is, never use more than two flies for evening fishing, and if the water 
1s very weedy, or there are other obstructions, use one only, and let 
the gut of your flies and your cast be fairly stout. 

A deep, dark shade has come over the river before the surrounding 
Jandscape is wrapped in the half-darkness of a summer night. This 
shade is caused by the over-arching trees on either bank; but on the 
far side of the stream is a narrow streak of brightness reflected from 
the light coming between the trunks of the trees... Having shortened 
your line, so as to be able to reach within a few inches of the opposite 
bank when casting straight across, let us proceed, keenly watching as 
we go this streak of light, for upon that depends our success. At 
night, the trout almost always lie quite close to the surface, quietly 
sucking in the flies as they float down the stream, and this is more espe- 
cially the case with the larger fish, consequently, the ‘‘ rise’? in most 
cases is nearly imperceptible except to the keenest sight and well- 
educated eye. The bulge and swirl caused by a fish rising from the 
bottom in daylight is entirely absent, and the only indication of a rise 
that can be seen isa faint dimple of the surface. Watch for this 
dimple, hurl your fly boldly at it, and you will either prick or be fast in 
a fish, for, in nine cases out of ten, he takes it the instant it 
touches the water if your cast be true. Tf you have hooked him, 
‘look out for squalls.” -It is ticklish work playing and landing a 
pounder in the dark. It is too dark to trace the course of your fish by 
the line—he seems to be in half a dozen places at once, and when you 
go to put your landing-net under him he has a nasty habit of getting 
behind it. Perhaps your own awkwardness is more answerable for 
this than the perversity of the fish, but there is the fact that it does 
happen in night-fishing, and must be carefully guarded against. You 
need not fear now frightening the fish by having to stand on the 
brink of the stream, Both you and your rod are in the deep shade of 
the trees at your back. But, if both of us are to have sport, we must 
separate. You have had your lesson, and must profit by it, or other- 
wise. However, a last word before we leave you, and that is, remem- 
ber the trees at your back. A ‘hang up” at this time of night 
means a certain smash, so look out, or there will be a heavy bill for 
lost or damaged tackle. 3 

With all its drawbacks—and they are not a few—there is such an 
indescribable charm about night-fishing that those who have not had 
the experience must utterly fail to comprehend it. The being alone 
in the darkness beside the still, dark river has a certain weird, eerie- 
ness about it that is, paradoxical as it may seem, anything but un- 
pleasant. Silent bats come wheeling about you—there is a ceaseless 
rustle in the grass—innumerable insects are on the wing—large moths 
flit to and fro—and great, blundering night bees dash by or at you 
with a rollicking heedlessness that is almost comical. Then a water 
vole, whom we have almost trod upon in our stealthy walk, scutters 
off in a terrible fright, and the ‘“‘ plop” he makes as he dashes into 
the water startles us beyond measure, for every sound is strangely 
magnified to us in the still night air. This stillness of a summer night 
is very wonderful. There is no silence, for every distant sound is 
brought to us perfectly distinct, but beautifully subdued. Listen to 
the sweet music of the falling water at the lower ‘‘ staunch ” that ever 
seems to follow us as we go, rising and falling as the sound is borne 
hither and thither by the soft airs of the summer night. 

‘“‘ The watch-dog’s voice, that bay’d the whispering wind,’”’ comes 
to us in a mellow, far-off tone, mingled with the lowing of cattle, and 
an occasional shout or snatch of song reaches us from the village 
above us. But more beautiful than all the sounds we hear are the 
sweet, loud notes of the nightingales in yonder copse, filling the air 
with their glorious melody. 

Then, as if all these sounds were not enough to complete the charm, 





there are the sights of asummernight. The mists rise from the rich. 


lush water meadows on either side, and when 


‘<The moon pulls off her veil of light 
That hides her face by day from sight 
(Mysterious veil, of brightness made, 
That’s both her lustre and her shade), 
And in the Janthorn of the night 
With shining horns hangs out her light,” 


the scene becomes exceedingly beautiful. 
fall like a filmy curtain over the land, and the aspect is constantly 
changing. The cattle, seen dimly through the light vapour, appear 
like ghosts of departed herds. And what a change comes on the 
river when the soft light of the summer moon tops the branches over- 
head and the beams of light fall on the stream. Then it would seem 
as if some fairy spell had begun to work. See, there a trout dashes 
at an unwary moth, which in its heedless flight has ventured too near 
the surface of the stream; and now watch the widening wavelets, 
each‘tipped, as it were, with a veritable silver cord. ‘fhe old black 
timbers of the upper ‘‘staunch”’ stand out, gaunt and grim, in the 
moonlight, throwing dark shadows on bank and river, while the water, 


like a mass of liquid silver, slides over the short fall with a gentle 


murmurt very soothing to the ear. Sights and sounds like these make 
memories for the mind to dwell upon when many of our pleasures 
have passed away, and the recollection of them is all that is left to 
us. And in scenes like these lie the charm of night-fishing. Pleasant 
are the pictures presented to us by a pretty, tree-shaded river in full 
noonday; but these tranquil, moonlight scenes are incomparably more 
beautiful. a 

Now, let us descend to more mundane matters, and see how 
our sport has progressed. Although ear and eye have been open to 
the sights and sounds of the summer night, we have keenly watched 
the signs of rising fish on our way up-stream ; and when we unite at 
the upper ‘‘ staunch” and compare notes, we are satisfied with the 
result of our evening’s sport. Many fish have been pricked and lost— 
it is always so in night-fishing ; but our creels contain several goodly 
fish, and we are content. for our enjoyment has been abundant. ; 

Before we part, we will follow the excellent example set by “ Red 
Spinner,” and conclude with a few 


PRACTICAL REMARKS. 


Warm weather and quiet nights are a szze gua nom in night- 
fishing. Let the angler wait until the prevailing east winds of our 
spring and early summer have passed away, and he can then go on 
to the middle of September. But we would qualify this by saying 
that we strongly object to persistent night-fishing, unless it is ona 
river where there is a long reach of water, with the same or very 
similar difficulties to those we have described. q oa 

On ordinary streams, night-fishing, if frequently indulged in, is 
simply poaching. 


The rod we find best for the purpose is a fa‘rly-pliant 12-foot, the 
line a hard eight plait waterproof silk, and the winch a silent-check, — 


The harsh, jarring note of the ordinary check is intolerable on a still 
night, and the sound is carried a great distance by the water. The 
line should nearly fill the winch, so that there may be no delay in 
obtaining command of your fish, The strength of the gut casts 
may be varied according to the time of the evening. For early even- 
ing, before the twilight has fully settled down, a fine, tapered cast is 
certainly preferable. For the late evening, the cast should be of fine’ 
trout gut. This cast will come in for some of the ‘ pull devil, pull 
baker” experience, and should therefore be strong. Weeds and 
other obstructions are not apparent at night, and a “‘ hang up”’ is not 
at all uncommon. ¢ F 

With regard to flies, the delicate pink-winged coachman for 
stretcher, and a couple of light duns, varying in shade, for droppers, 
on the fine cast will be found very good for the early evening. When 
darkness has come on, this cast should he changed for the stout one, 
with either a large white or yellow moth for stretcher, and a large 
white- winged coachman for dropper. The mode of working the first 
cast, so long as any daylight lasts, will, of course, be the same as if 
you were up-stream fishing in broad noonday ; but when the daylight 
has died away, you may alter your tactics considerably. Let out 
sufficient line to enable you to reach within a few inches of the 
opposite bank of the stream. Then watch for the generally faint rise 
that a trout makes at night, and cast straight across, sending your 
stretcher very slightly above it. ? ais 

The length of the cast is easily regulated by arresting or continuing 
the sweep of yourrod. The fishing straight across, or very nearly so, 
is most important, for the simple reason that at night time you cannot 


The fleecy mists rise and — 


accurately mark the position of a fish, unless you are opposite the ~ 


‘“rise,’”? Trout on the feed at night time lie just below the surface. 
If you see a rise a few yards above you, mark the spot by some object 
on the bank, and make your way towards it. Now, having got oppo- 
site to where you suppose the fish to be, you must wait for another 
rise to indicate his exact position, or you will be chagrined to find 
that, inthe uncertain light, you have made amiscalculation, ana, instead 


_——s 


of putting your fly just in front of him, you have put it over his back, ’ 


or somewhere else that frightens him equally as well. 
MARCH BROWN. 


(er 





Grorce JAMES Eaton, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invited 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sen 
or made up but what he himself bas proved sure killers, A trial is all that is ey 
from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuine ornot. Pan z4 
some ofthe best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kerdal books. bai 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. p>r Dozen; Dropper Flies, 23. ver Dozen. Orders punciuaily 
attended to,—(ApvtT.* 
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SALMON AND TROUT 
FISHING. 








CHARLES FARLOW AND CO,, 


191, STRAND. 


(Oppesite St. Clement Danes, L: ndon.) 





MANUFACTURERS OF FIRST-CLASS RODS AND TACKLE, 


Suitable for all parts of the World. 








CATALOGUES GRATIS. 








‘PRIZE MEDAL. IMPORTERS OF SILK-WORM GUT. 


ering COLLECTION OF RODS AND 


TACKLE FOR PRESENTS. 


EGGS OF GREAT LAKE 
TROUT & CHAR. 


Splendid Eggs of the above Fish can be had at the rate of 


TWELVE SHILLINGS per Thousand 
) (Inclusive of PACKING and CARRIAGE to ENGLAND. 


All orders to be accompanied by P.Q.0O. and to be directed to 
Eee Ze Nek, 
Proprietor of the SEEWIESE FISHERY, 
Near GEMUNDEN, O/M, 
GERMANY. 








References kindly permitted to 
Mr. R. B. MARSTON, Editoriof the “ FISHING GAZETTE” 









THOMAS | 
FISHING ROD & TACKLE MAKER 


To their Royal Highnesses the PRINCE and PRINCESS of WALES ; 
H.L.M. (late) NAPOLEON JII. and EMPRESS of the FRENCH ; 
and KING of the BELGIANS, and principally crowned heads of Europe. 


PRIZE MEDAL, 51: 


Being one of two medals granted for fishing tackle out of 26 exhibitors {vide 
Juries’ Reports. , 

‘Also holder of FIVE other Prize Medals and Gold Snuff-box, mounted with 
brilliants, presented by Napoleon TII., and Original and Sole Maker of the 
celebrated THREE-PIECE GLUED UP TRIANGULAR SALMON 
TROUT, and SPINNING RODS. 

RODS and TACKLE suitable for all parts of the world. Wholesale, 
retail, and for exportation. 

Manufactory— 


126, OXFORD STREET, LONDON. 





Catalogues of prices gratis. 





RIVER REPORTS. 


TIME OF HIGH WATER IN THE THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22. 


, Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge ci5 ve Do eb Mae ope Bods 
Putney ., ie AG we Ey MEE Re ato, Shake 
IS CW, cre oe oe ee wee, ae Deh or ashe coe AL 94SO: 
Richmond ,, ae me eI Os2 7-2 sec tile ok LORSO 

THE LOWER THAMES. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


Those anglers who look forward to the prospect of spending a portion of the 
Christmas Holidays on the Thames have a decidedly more favourable chance 
of doing so this year than they had twelve months ago, when the river wes in 
a state of flood and the fish roaming amongst pastures green. Should there be 
no unfavourable change in the weather—for there is the possibility of frost and 
snow—the water must be in condition for sport, and the exchequer of the fisher- 
men, which report says is very low just now, will receive a welcome addition 
and help to make the Christmas hearth at home more joyous and cheerful. 


Richmond, 


C. Brown, in two days, 11 lb. of roach. Henry Mansell, in two days. with 
Mr. G Hester, 12 1b. of roach and dace; another day, seven dozen of dace. 
Job Brain, in two days, 10 lb. of roach and dace. 

BANK ANGLERS.—The following fish have been weighed in at the Jolly 
Anglers ;—Mr. W. Hester, to} Ib. of good roach and dace; Mr. Ackland, 
5 1b.; Mr. Elfin, 6 1b. of roach; Mr. Sargeant, five dozen; Mr. Gray, 4 lb ; 
Mr. Croombs, three dozen; Mr. Martin, three dozen; Mr. Skelton. two-and- 
a-half dozen; Mr. Petrie, three dozen; Mr. Weber, two dozen; Mr, March, 
four dozen; and Mr. Wright, at the Waterman’s Arms, 3} lb. 

OpeN COMPETITION.—To be fished for on Boxing-day, a silver cup, open to 
all bank anglers. Entrance free. The fishing to take place between the Rich- 
mond Railway Bridge and the Duke of Buccleuch’s, during the hours of nine 
and four o’clock. The cup will be presented by Mr. Branch, of the Jolly 
Anglers, Richmond, from whom all necessary particulars can be obtained. 


Twickenham. 

Samuel Cole, in one day, two-and-a-half dozen of roach and dace. 

Coxen, in one day, seven dozen of dace. Mr, Johnson, with Pert Hammerton, 
in one day, 19 lb. of roach and dace. George Chamberlain, during the week, 
thirty dozen of dace. The water in the tideway is in good condition for fishing, 
but very few fishermen have been employed. 
Wind N.W. and weather fine. The river is now in good condition, but I 
am sorry to say we have not been very busy; but those customers who have 
been out have all brought in good takes of fish. I shall be pleased to receive 
a line from any of my patrons who intend coming during the Xmas Holidays, 
so as to prevent disappointment. —ALFRED PERRIN. 


Kingston, - 
John Johnson, sen., in one day, a jack of 2 lb. and twelve brace of perch 


John Johnson, jun., in two days, three dozen of roach, seven chub, a brace o 
jack, 4 lb., and ten brace of perch. 


East Moulsey. 
Thomas Wheeler, in one day, ten brace of perch, up to 1} 1b. each. The 
bank anglers here and at Thames Ditton have been doing well amongst the 
roach, dace, and perch, one of the roach weighing 13 Ib. 


Halliford. 


George Rosewell, in one day, three jack; another day, three dozen of dace ; 
and another day, one brace of jack and two brace of perch. 


Shepperton, 
David Hackett, in one day, three jack. 
W. Rogerson, two days’ fishing, nine brace of perch ; W. House, one day, 
nine brace of perch. Water in good condition for all sorts of fishing.—F. 
PURDOE. 


George 


Eynsham. 
Club fishing yesterday (Wednesday) and to-day, Mr. Geen and Mr. Hobden 
have been very successful, having caught between them about 45 lb. weight of 
chub, with pith and brains. The water all round this neighbourhood is now 
in excellent condition for all-round fishing.—W. B. Hows. 


Chertsey. 
J. Poulter, in one day, three jack, weighing respectively 7, 53, and 3} lb., 
and three brace of perch, weighing 3 lb. j i 
Notre.—The general opinion of the fishermen is, there are plenty of fish and 
a great scarcity ot anglers. 


UPPER THAMES. 

The water is, at the time I write, in the very best of condition for any kind 
of winter fishing, but anglers seem to be only conspicuous by their absence. 
This is a ptty just now, for if piscators will but ‘‘ wait and watch”? the con- 
dition of any river they intend to fish, great would be their reward, as a rule, 
for it is useless going down hap-hazard to any place on the Thames, or any 
other river, without being posted up genuinely as to trim. Jack are now weil 
on the move, or perhaps I should say, would be, if any anglers will but move 
them. Perch I know are feeding, because I have fed on a dozen or two lately. 
The Maidenhead Association have lately turned in 50 brace of big trout, so 
sport may be anticipatedin the spring in these lovely waters.—MarLow 
Buzz. t 

Goring, 


Water now a little thick—in good order for roach-fishing.—JOHN RusH. 


; Oxford. 

The best bags I have heard of have all been made between Wolvercott and 
Eynsham, and include two jack of 6} 1b. and 2 1b., by Mr. Boscott on the 8th. 
On the 15th, the same gentleman bagged two more fish weighing respectively 
gi lb, and 4 1b, On the same day, Mr, J. Jones had another going 7 lb. 8 oz. 
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On the 16th, Mr. Boscott bagged a six-pounder, and on the 19th and 20th, 
Messrs. Bossom, Roper, Tanner, and Ferris, caught four fish, weighing 13} 1b. 
11 Ib., 52 1b., 2 1b., and 8 lb. Mr. Bossom, sen., on the 20th, fishing at 
Medley Pool, also took seven fish, the largest about 4 1b,—MupLzy Trovr. 





Ancholme District. 
We have had a week of unsettled and tempestuous weather; as a conse - 
quence, but little has been done. It is much colder, so we hope shortly to get 
among the pike.—THOMAS ForD. 


Avon (Hampshire). 

Mr. Thomas Hughes, a member of of the Foxley Anglers, has been doing 
some good business amongst the roach on the Avon, his take representing a 
grand total of over 2 cwt. of good fish, a considerable number scaling 2 lb. 
each. Mr. George Hockley has also been at work on the same river, and done 


well. e 
Chichester. 


As Christmas draws near preparations are being made for a raid among the 
pike during the holidays. The canal has. furnished some good pike latterly, 
Mr. James Wright taking at different periods, five weighing in the aggregate 
221 1b. Mr. W. Coombes, on Tuesday, landed a nice fish of 6 lb. 2 oz. from 
the basin and several anglers have lost tackle. Too weedy at bottom for 
spinning ; live baiting is the only successful method. For baits ‘‘the bend,’’ 
about half a mile down towards Hunston, is the most likely spot, with paste 
as a lure.—GuroRGE F. SALTER. 


Colne. 

The water in the river and canal is just nice, but the fish are not on. Since 
my last report some decent jack have been taken from the Colne, but no good 
takes of roach. A gentleman fishing a private part of the river had a good 
basket of chub in a few hours—B1Ack Rob. 


Dove. 

The rodsters on our river this week have been few and far between, though 
the water has been in excellent condition, and the weather of an open character. 
Those who have been out have not done particularly well, as the fish have not 
been feeding with any special degree of freedom, Their appetites would un~ 
questionably be sharpened up by a good hearty spell of frost which has been 
so long denied us. _ In fact, though the weather is open and comparatively 
pleasant, yet it is for the finny race most unseasonable, and I am not greatly 
surprised at the absence of sport. We are certain to have a large number of 
piscators on our stream during the next few weeks, and I hope they will be 
well rewarded. The river is full of fish of one sort or another, All we require is 
suitable weather in which to angle for them.—Tur SPLopGER. 


Exe (Exeter). 
' North-east and easterly winds have prevailed during the past week, and the 
fish have had a quiet time of it. To.day the wind has *changed to 
westward, and anglers’ hopes are reviving. If the warmer} weather now on 
continues, Christmas holidays will be successful with our rodsters.—J. A. 
KEtry. 
Ilfracombe, 

Sea fishing.—It has been blowing a gale of wind this week; but several of 
the boats have been out line fishing, and had fair catches. On Friday, Dec. 14, 
J. Rudd, fishing on Hele Stone, caught two cod, 18 lb. and 21 Ib. weight, and 
several whiting pout, and on Tuesday evening a cod from the jetty, weighing 
20 lb. On Dec, 15 a large shark caught on one of the spillers, also several cod, 
skate, andling. R. Souchhad his spiller torn to pieces by the ssa. On Mon- 
day five skate and five conger, 16 1b. each, and one cod, weighing 141b. A 
few boats out drifting for herrings; but the most taken was one and a-half 
maize. There are good prospects should the weather be fine.—E. CoMER. 


Lea (Waltham Abbey.) 


At last I have the pleasure to send reasonable news. What with the weather 
and gales, I have very little news to report. There have been some very reason- 
able jack taken, and some very nice perch with the minnow and worm ; but as 
the weather this week has been more favourable for all-round fishing, I have 
een rather successful with the roach in the Garden by the house of Mr. 
Wheeler, and likewise in the Abbey stream, and I have had some very fine 
specimens. One of the old sort, a kruced-tailed roach has gone to Cooper’s for 
preservation. The water isin first-class order for all-round fishing—roach in 
preference—if the weather keeps fine, as itis now, at the time of writing.— 
PEncin. r 

Leicester. 

The continuance of fine weather causes anglers to be out at every favourable 
opportunity, and with the waters in capital condition for winter fishing anglers 
have but small, if any, cause for complaint. There has been no ice or snow 
broth in the waters to impede operations. The Aylestone preserves con- 
tinue to attract the majority of the local angling society’s members, as the best 
winter fishing is undoubtedly to be obtained thereabouts. The waters are 
known to have a plentiful supply of both pike.and chub. The takes this week 
have not as a rule been large, but in several cases fair baskets of roach and 
chub have been obtained. Prospects of sport continue to hold good, as the 
weather is‘remarkably mild considering the period of the year.—ALERT, 


Lugg and Arrow (Leominster), 


Both these streams are now in most splendid condition. Some very good 
fish were caught on Monday in the Arrow. The Lugg was tried on the same 
day, and a very good basket was landed. The Pinsley is now in splendid 
order for fishing. GWYNNE. 


Medway (Tunbridge). 


At last the river has run down nicely, and the water is just in a proper con- 
dition for pike fishing, and all kinds of angling. Jack will doubtless take a 
dace well, roach a worm, and pith and brains will attract chub, of which some 
big ones have been seen.—YE Mrpway Water Rar. 


Ouse and Ivel (Blunham), 
Some excellent sport has been had. The rivers are still in good condition.— 
T.°E. 


oa 


Teme (Ludlow), 
© The water has gone down, and is now in good condition. Near Whitclifte 


some good catches of dace have been’ made this week.—S. LuDLow - 


: yet saw a 5 Ib, roach; it was doubtless a chub or bream P—ED, 


Teme (Tenbury). 

The water at present is in fine fishing order. On Saturday and Mo nday 
some very fire grayling were landed. On Wednesday a good basket was got. 
—WORCESTER. 

Trent (Alrewas.) 

With the exception of a few small jack taking live bating. Nothing has 
been done since my last. ‘he river is reported to-day (Thursday), in better » 
condition for allround fishing, and some good grayling should be taken with 
the small cockspur worm, woich wlll beyond a boubt prove the most killing 
bait, the next few weaks, for these game fish which are now at their very best 
in point of condition.—JAMus GREGORY. 


Yare (Norwich), 


Very little fishing has been done this past week, as floods have put a stop to 
it. I was out with two friends for four hours on Tuesday last, and we were’ 
fortunate enough to catch nineteen jack, three of which were returned to the 
water, and the remainder averaged 4 1b. each. My opinion is that in private 
waters now there is capital opportunity for those who are accustomed to pike 
fishing. Prospects for Christmas cheering. I wish all readers a Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year.—R. Mo tu. 








IRISH ANGLING NOTES: 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
Dovs.in, DEc, 20. 

The banks of the ‘* gentle Tolka,”’ as Dean Swift was pleased to describe 
this beautiful winding stream, is daily the resort of Dublin amateurs in the art 
of fishing, and the best evidence of their successful sport is the tale their well- 
filled baskets tell. The river actually swarms with roach and perch, and the 
scene on the banks every evening is truly animating. Numbers of gentlemen 
—aye, and even ladies—may be descried enjoying themselves with a zest, as 
they sit near the mid-stream, rod in hand, and song on lip, and even the onlookers 
ate filled with pleasure as they view the joy of the anglers. Sometimes the 
sport is not altogether so encouraging as it undoubtedly has been during the 
past week; but withal, considering the biting coldness of the weather, encou- 
raging or discouraging, those can be found who will not even forego a single 
day's sport. Roach, as every angler of any pretension knows, is a peculiarly 
seductive fish, and very often tries the patience and temper of its seducers ; 
therefore, perch becomes the staple catch, and many a tasty bit are the epix 
curean feasters of ‘‘ dear, dirty Dublin,” treated to. On Tuesday of the present 
week anglers on the Tolka were surprised at the loud hurrah of a fellow Wal- 
tonite. What was my astonishment when I doubled up to see a gentleman 
holding up a beautiful perch to the sun, through which every bone in its body 
could be easily discerned. On being brought to the scales, it was found to 
weigh exactly 6 1b. 3 0z.—a weight uncommon in the annals’of perch.* Sport 
continues good, and is likely to remain so for the next few weeks. 

ROACH FISHING. 

Roach repays the tedium of the patient anglers of Blanchardstown, county 
Dublin. In the deep sinkings at Blanchardstown sport of an unusual character 
ishad, and many evenings are spent by sportsmen in endeavours to outvie one 
another in the result of their day’s amusement. The other evening two gen- 
tlemen had rather hard work bringing to the surface one of the finest fish that 
it was ever your correspondent’s pleasure of viewing. One of the gentlemen, 
who was quietly and calmly watching his float as it disappeared and appeared 
as quickly again, was taken off his guard by a sudden tug, which almost landed 
him head foremost into the stream. He righted himself, however, and called 
to his aid a friend who was near, when they both laid on and prepared to haul, 
but found, to their no small chagrin, that the line had twined itself around an 
old stump rising out of the bed of the stream. To their evident delight, how- 
ever, they saw on closer observation that at the end thereof was one of the 
finest roach that, could it be secured, would prove one of the best takes of the 
season. Dexterous manceuvring on the part of the anglers brought it to the 
surface, when it was found to weigh 5 lb. ; and so, satisfied with such a cap- 
ture, the two friends quietly and unassumingly took their leave, to resume, it 
is to be hoped, their angling on another occasion. 

DEEP SA FIsHING, 

On the Western coast mackerel are even now being caught, though in small 
numbers and puny in size. Herrings are plentiful, and I hear of amateur 
fishermen being out with the Claddagh and Anan Island boats in pursuit of 
conger and heavier fish. Decidedly Winter fishing off the West Coast is’ 
enticing to those who are sailors enough to stand the heavy swell of the broad 
Atlantic.‘ Running for shelter” when the western winds begin to rage is one 
of the mcst enjoyable of sensations, though to fishers on a placid lake the 
experience would not be a pleasant one. I was caught thus on a recent occa- 
sion between Loop Head, off the coast of County Clare, and Dingle, in Kerry, 
and can assure all true lovers of the rod that I never enjoyed myself so 
thoroughly as, with the billows of the Atlantic seething around us, I cast my 
puny line overboard, only to receive a ‘« cropper ”? and no ** bite.’? Herrings 
are now being taken on the East Coast in considerable quantities, but they are 
out of condition. 





CLUB AND OTHER JOTTINGS, 


, By L. B. 

UNION is comparatively easy between ‘‘ the little pretty blue-grey eyed win- 
some Devonian lass and the well-known and much respected angler,”’ so 
humorously and kindly referred to in my colleague ‘I. C. U.’s ”? “Notes” 
in last week’s Fisuina GazerTn, both being evidently of the same mind; but 
with the three London Angling Associations it is quite another affair, Vainly 
does the West Central Association ‘“‘whisper soft and low,’’ of course, to the 
Benjamin of the trio, ‘‘ The Central’’; vainly does it empower, by a unanimous 
vote, its chairman to invite delegates from the United London Anglers’ Central 
Committee to meet the Western representatives for the purpose of considering 
the question of amalgamation. The answer—not always too kindly given—is, 
‘*No.”” How often will the message of conciliation go forth from “the big 

* So uncommon, friend, that we should be glad to have exact details. We 
are somewhat sceptical as to this weight.— ED. 

t Come, friend, this won’t do! A 6 1b. perch is possible ; but no man eyer 
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brother” in the West ere the elder in the East and the younger brother in the 
very heart of London each reply with a cordial ‘‘Barkis is willing’? ? How 
long before the far famed Bells of Bow and the sweet chimes of St. Martin’s 
ring out in reply to the Western bell clear and true, unsullied by narrow, 
paltry, or personal considerations—‘‘ Peace, goodwill, and unity hencefor- 
ward’? ? While on the subject of amalgamation, let me be well understood. 
The scheme suggested for consideration does not contemplate the absorption by 
one association of the other two, but the forming of an entirely fresh one under 
a different title out of the elements of the other three. 

There will be a meeting of the West Central Association of London and 
Provincial Angling Societies on Friday evening, December 21st—Mr. L. Bon- 
voisin in the chair and Mr. W. Beckett in the vice. Books open at 8-30; chair 
taken at 9. 

How about that amended Freshwater Fisheries Bill? It must be now some- 
thing like two years ago since that densely crowded meeting at the Society of 
Arts Room was held, and we are absolutely no nearer getting those resolutions 
before Parliament now than then. What are Messrs. Geen, Marston, Ghurney, 
Butler, Guest, Stryng, and others who were among the foremost speakers doing 
in this important matter? While we are waiting for them to act, the netters 
and poachers are busy, and once prolific waters are being depleted. Speaking 
of a pretty little nonsnavigable stretch of river within 50 miles of London, from 
which I had, the summer before last, in one day, 22 roach, weighing within 
an ounce or two of twenty pounds, the friend who introduced me to the water 
says—‘‘ I have been down many times this year, and only on one or two occa- 
sions succeeded in getting two or three fish. On all sides I hear reports of 
the water being mercilessly netted, and the most careful inspection reveals only 
a stray fish here and there, where as late as two or three seasons ago grand 
shoals could everywhere be spotted.”’ 

Take, again, the Arun at Amberley and Pulborough. Of course a good take 
is still had now and again, but almost all the excursionists to these pleasant 
places will tell you what a falling off there has been of late years in the sport. 
The Grand Junction at King’s Langley, Watford, Boxmoor, &c., from which a 
few years ago I have had some grand fish, is not worth the fishing; and as for 
the pretty little Stort, the only thing which has saved it from total depletion is 
its mills, ponds, and streams, which, being private and preserved, form a harbour 
and refuge for the fish. 








A FISHERMAN’S FANCIES! 
(IN DECEMBER.) 





I, 
ALONE in my study I muse, 
(As Z dive, with a touch of the Zzver /) 
These Dun’s bring a fit of the ‘‘ dZues,” 
But zof the blue duns of the river ! 


ETe 
I can’t get @ rise, for you see 
‘Salmo fario ” takes his vacation’; 
But my wife gets a rise out of me, 
At ezght, to ny dire vexation ! 


Ill. 
I can no longer spin in the weir 
With “‘flzghis,” for the fishes have fled, sir ; 
But spin silly sonnets, I fear, 
With fine 7¢ghts of fancy, instead, sir! 


IV. 
My collar and flies long ago 
Were filched by my valet, false Fletcher ! 
There are several jlzes on the ‘* Row,” 
But none on the Z77e—that’s no stretcher ! 


V. 
The fire brings dreams for a space 
Of fishing—the flame is so rudd-y ! 
The gaff is stuck into a plazce— 
A place—that’s to say—in my study! 


Vile 
Those watery reaches I like 
Are out of zy reach, altogether; 
On Zrusé#, too, I must take my Zzke, 
Till we hap on more temperate weather! 


VIL. 
I long for a cas?: well, by-and-bye, 
They’ll perhaps make a cast of this Poet ! 
At least, I’ve a cas¢ in my eye, 
Says ‘‘ Bell”’—and, of course, she should knowit! 


VIII. 
Next year the big trout I’ll beguile 
With some piscatorial crony ; 
The JZay-fly’s not due for awhile, 
I may fly next month to Mentone! 
F, B. DOVETON. 
River Row, Eastbourne. 








Pike FisHING.—Mr. Norledge and his son, members of - the Newark and 
Muskham Fishery Association, have had some fine pike fishing this week. One 
of the days they were out, Mr. Norledge, jun., caught a splendid specimen 
weighing 19 lbs., and another 163 Ibs. and a third rolbs. The weight of fish 
taken by these gentlemen throughout the week was nearly 100 lbs. 

To Our READERS.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us the addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FISHING GAZETTE. Please address Editor of FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
H. P. (Taunton) —Get a bottle of the Le Page Liquid Fish Glue ; the agentis - 
Mr. Eckhardt, 3, Crown Court, Milton Street, London, E.C. It is used cold. 
Rough the wood of the joint with a rasp, put on a ¢hin layer of tow, and 
then glue it sparingly ; knock the ferrule on with a mallet, and then pin it 
on inthe usual way. ‘This is how we puta ferrule on, but do not pretend 
it is the best way. : 
RoacH.—You caz use paste on the Crystal Roach Hook,but it suits the gentle 
better, as you cannot hide the long shank in a proper-sized pellet of paste, 
and where the roach are much fished for you must hide all your art. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


{ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents. } 
CHUB FISHING IN THE EDEN, AND VYRNWY. 
S1rr,—Your correspondent, ‘‘Rus in Urbe,’’ would find some parts of the 

Eden much better than the Vyrnwy for chub. 

He might take train to Penrith, and from there to Cliburn; he would then, 
I think, have to walk about two miles to the village of Bolton, where he would 
find good accomodation. The Eden runs close by. From the bridge here there 
are plenty of ‘* whopping’”’ chub all along the quiet waters below. 

I once had great sport at the foot of this bridge with wasp grub, but I was 
above carrying ‘* chevin ’’ home then (and now, for that matter), and left them 
for any passer-by. 

The Vyrnwy is pretty good for pike at Llanymynech ; chub, I think, are not 
very numerous, though dace and roach appear to be plentiful. I am speaking 
of twenty years ago. I killed two chub, nearly 4 lb. each, in the deep pool 
behind the Bridge Inn whilst salmon fishing ; and having taken salmon in the 
same pool previously, I recollect the reaction of feeling I experienced on 
finding out what I had hooked. 

The banks of the Vyrnwy are rather woody, and when going in for pike 
fishing I adopted the ordinary gorge-bait method, recommended to me by an 
old local angler, John Morris (I believe the dear, honest old man is now dead 
—many a heavy salmon he has landed for me in days long past). 

“‘ Rus in Urbe ”’ would also find many ‘places good for live-bait fishing—the 
first bend in the river above the aqueduct, for instance. But I believe the 
character of the banks and streams has been very much changed by flood 
since I was there—notably the ‘‘ Horseshoe Bend,’”’ famous in memory.—Is 
am, &c., A icine Sets 

Southport. 





SALMON FISHING. 

S1r,—In the advertisement columns of the FisHING GAZETTE I notice dark 
red turkeys for sale by David McMillan, 29, Friar’s Vennel, Dumfries. The 
paragraph reminds me so much of many an enjoyable day’s fishing for salmon 
in the South of Scotland, the Nith and Cairn being my favourite rivers, although 
the Esk, Annan, Dee, and Ure are also splendid salmon streams. 

Born on the banks of the Cairn, a splendid trout and salmon river, and 
brought up under the tuition of some of the finest anglers on the stream, I 
have acquired that love for angling that only a real Waltonian can understand. 
For the benefit of your readers, I will give a few details of my experience in 
angling for salmon on these streams. 

The end cf September last year I started from Tamworth, travelled by the 
Scotch Limited Mail, and reached my destination early in the grey of the 
morning. After partaking of breakfast, I started for McMillan’s establishment 
to look over his splendid stock of salmon flies, and after a thorough inspection 
I took a great fancy to a turkey with a dark hackle and silver tinseJ, which I 
purchased with a few others. 

Having obtained a new cast and fastened this particular fly ready for use, I 
replenished my flask with good Scotch whisky and started for a particular pool 
on the Cairn. Arriving there, I found the ground taken up bya gentleman 
from London; but, unwilling to leave this favourite spot, I quietly waited till he 
whipped it over without any success. Leaving my basket with a boy I had 
brought with me, I waded across the shallow water above the pool, and began 
to cast from the opposite bank. I had got about seven yards down when a 
great rush through the water—whirr !—and I found I was in a splendid fish. 
After a hard’struggle’I landed him safely. Hitherto my.London friend beheld my 
sport with amazement. Having looked at his flies and given him my opinion, 
he began at the top of the pool a second’time, but again without success. I 
again waded across and commenced a second time. I had not passed the spot 
where I hooked the first fish more than five yards when a sudden pull and a 
sharp response told me I was in a second fish. He went off at a lightning 
speed. Following him out of the pool, over a swift stream into another pool, 
to my dismay I found that a large root lay near the centre of the current, and 
to my side. Without hesitating, I dashed into the water and made for the 
opposite bank, and by sheer force steered him past the root and landed him on 
a bed of gravel. : 

The rest of the day passed over without further success till about 3 p.m., 
when I caught a grilse, 54 1b. The waters after this were very unfavourable 
for fly-fishing, being flooded. However, I succeeded in taking another nice 
fish with the same fly in the river Nith, near Thornhill. This season I unfor- 
tunately chose very bad weather for my few days’ salmon fishing. Three days 
it rained incessantly, and in consequence I had only two days with waters in 
condition. I again visited McMillan, and purchased half-a-dozen of my fax 
vourite flies, he charging me at the rate of four shillings per dozen for the same. 
During the two days I caught two salmon, one in the Nith, at Farquhar—a 
beautiful fish. I also, the same day, after a few minutes’ run, lost a good fish, 
and rose another. Any angler contemplating a visit to the South of Scotland 
should pay McMillan a visit. He can always be relied upon to give every in- 
formation in regard to the condition of the different rivers and the flies that are 
suitable.—I am, &c., 2 J. M. JoHNstTon. 

[Mr. McMillan makes a useful fly. We like his patterns.—Ep. | 





SEASONABLE DINNER TO THE THAMES RIVER-KEEPERS 
AND LOCK-KEEPERS. 
Sir,—Will any of your readers kindly give me half-a-crownin penny stamps 
to the above object ? 
The Thames Fishery has never been more efficiently preserved, and the energy 
and activity of,the above men, who all hold deputations, entitle them to a season« 
able recognition, - 
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It is intended (where no objection is made) to publish the names of all who 
contribute in the ‘‘ Blue Book,’’ together with a statement cf accounts.—i am, 
&c., W. H. BroucGHAM, sec. 
>, Ironmonger Lane, Cheapside, Dec., 1883. 

[This is not only a seasonable, but also a most reasonable, appeal. We shall be 
glad to contribute, and are sure every Thames angler ought to do the same.— 
Ep.] 

A os vt 2 Se CS 2 Se 
FISHING IN MONTANA. 

S1r,—Having seen some copies of your paper, left me by Mr. Arthur Marston 
to read, and being quite a fisherman, I have read them with much interest, and 
thought you might perhaps like to hear something from this far distant land on 
the subject. [ am located on the Yellowstone River, that heads in the National 
Park, said park being 50 by 60 miles in size, and the way opened to it by Rail 
the past season. This section is one of the most splendid places for sportsmen 
on earth, I think—plenty of elk, bear, deer, buffalo, and antelope,scattered over 
this part of the territory ; and as for fish, the world can’t beat the Yellowstone 
for them. You can judge something of it when I tell you that on the 16th of 
this month I went to the river, and inless than two hours caught with pole 
and line and bait of dead minnows 18 trout that weighed 41} 1b.,the largest 41b. 
They are what are called the mountain trout, and real lively chaps to take the 
bait, 

Some have been caught that weighed near 8 Ib., but not many as large as 
that. The meat is yellow and fine. The river also contains white fish and suckers. 
Some of the suckers are very large, weighing 6 lb. or over. The white fish are 
not so large. I have caught some that weighed 3} lb. tut give me ‘rout to eat. 
The country is thinly settled as yet along the river. But Eastern 
people are coming in pretty fast. It is a splendid country for farming. 
The raising of crops is all done by irrigating, which is done by turning 
water on from the streams, of which in plenty abound when needed, and the 
farmers don’t think they have a very good crop of oats unless they get 75 bushels 
to the acre, of 40 lb. weight. Livingston, which is 25 miles below me,and where 
the branch that runs to N. Parkleaves the main track of the Northern Pacific Rail, 
is a new town not yet one year’s growth, and now numbers over 3,000 people, 
and the liveliest town I ever saw. It is bound to be the largest town west of 
Chicago—got everything to make it, as it is the centre of a large mining district 
and fine farming country. 

Ibada very pleasant acquaintance with Mr. Arthur Marston, and think, 
he has got the stuff in him to make a good man, and he seems to wish to tug 
for himself, which is a good sign. 

Iam in the mercantile business here, and am 55 years old; bat still I like to 
handle the fishing tackle as well as ever, and enjoy a good time fishing as much 
as I did 30 years ago, and I always run that way. 

There was a band of antelope of over 500 within 4 miles of me to-day, and 
two hunters killed seven of them. 

Hoping I don't bother you too much,—I am, &c., 

Riverside Gallatin Co., Montana, U.S.A. Nov. 28. 

[Always glad to have such notes Mr. Horne, and obliged to you for them. 
Mr. A. Marston, who is now ‘roughing it’ out in the Rocky Mountains, 
spent many a long hour burning the midnight oil, helping us with the work of 
editing this paper, when we first took it in hand six years ago ; and not a few 


B. P. VAn Horne. 


Good luck to him !—Ep.] 





of our present subscribers were obtained by his sending prospectuses anywhere 
he thought they woulddo good. We remember particularly one night, or rather 
it was early morning then, looking over a lot of addresses he had written, and 
finding among them some addressed to the Prince of Wales, the Duke of Edin- 
burgh, General Roberts in Afghanistan, &c. On suggesting this was high game 
to fly at, he replied, ‘‘ Never mind, some who are fond of fishing may see them.,’’ 





GRESHAM ANGLING SOCIETY. 


Tux ordinary weekly meeting of this society was held on Tuesday evening at the 
Masons’ Hall Tavern, whena largenumber of members and visitors were present. 
Mr. F. S. Barnard having been voted to the chair, the minutes of the last meet- 
ing were read, confirmed, and signed by the chairman. A number of letters were 
read, and some business of a routine character transacted. Mr. Ghurne 
announced that the Fisheries Society had taken the water at Waltham about 
to be given up by the Gresham Society. Mr. Crumplen congratulated the 
members on this step, as they would still retain the right to fish these waters 
which were within easy distance of town, and in close proximity to the “TM 
dence‘of a good many of them. There was a splendid show of pike, in all about 
120 lb., Mr. Hunt heading with a very fine tray of twelve, weighing 59 1b. 5 oz. ; 
Mr. Barnard also weighed in two very good fish. For the pike competition 
for prizes, given by Mr. Nuthall and Mr. Bates, some excellent fish were sub- 
mitted. Mr. Cartwright secured both first and second prizes for the two 
largest fish. His take of 39 lb. 12 oz., and also Mr. Austin’s (three very good 
fish) were from the new water acquired by the society a few weeks since. Both 
of these gentlemen gave highly satisfactory accounts of the new fishery, which 
will, no doubt, be very extensively patronised by the members, as there is 
good carp and roach fishing in addition to the stock of jack. The toast of the 
“ Successful Anglers ’’ was given by the chairman, and responded to by Messrs. 
Cartwright and Austin, and the secretary was instructed to write a letter of 
thanks to Mr. Hunt. Mr. Glenny replied to the toast of the ‘* Visitors,’’ 
expressing the pleasure which his visit to the society had afforded him. A 
resolution was passed, thanking the Society for the Preservation of Commons 
and Open Spaces, for the interest they were taking ia the public rights in the 
Thames. After a very pleasant evening, enlivened with the usual musical 
selections, the proceedings were brought to a close with a hearty vote of thanks 
to the chairman. There will be no meeting next week. H. 








A GIGANTIC LOBSTER. 


ue ile largest lobster ever seen was sold to a Parisian restaurant 

the other day for 35 francs. The animal measured 43 
inches in length, and it took all the strength of two men to secure 
it witha cord. The claws were as large as a hand.”—Deuische 


Fischerei Zeitung. 





THE SCOTTISH WIDOWS FUND 


(MUTUAL) 
LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY. 





BONUS FOR YEAR 1888. 





Policies effected before the close of the Books for 1883, on which one Annual Premium is paid, will rank, at next Division of Profits 
as at 31st December, 1883, for A FULL YEAR’S BONUS OVER LATER ENTRANTS. 





1—PROFITABLE CHARACTER OF THE BUSINESS. 


Cash Profit for Seven Yearsto1880 .. ne A) AP 


£1,847,756 | Bonus Additions for Seven Years to 1880 a Z. 


£2,449,072 


This large Distribution of Profit yielded Bonuses from £1 14s. to £3 t7s. sd, per cent. per annum on Original Sum Assured, according to 
Duration of Policies. 


THE WHOLE PROFITS ARE DIVIDED AMONG THE POLICY HOLDERS. 


tt.—MAGNITUDE OF OPERATIONS. 
.  £12,807,608 





Policies issued assuring .. A a6 “i 5A £38,123,150 | Claims Paid.. ae 4 vs Ag wa 5 

Bonus Additions thereto.. te ais ve £8,087,478 | Annual Revenue exceeds Ha an Bc . £1,000,000 

Assurances in force an 25 x6 : £25,250,000 | New Assurances effected last year (1832).. : £1,354,9095 
THE ACCUMULATED FUNDS NOW EXCEED £8,000,000. ; 


111.—-LIBERAL CONDITIONS OF ASSURANCE. 


Sarrender Values or Paid-up Policies exigible after Payment of One Year’s Loans granted on security of Policies within a small margin of their Sur- 
Premium, and Tables of these published in Prospectus. render Value. 


Most of the Society’s Policies are absolutely Whole World after first Five Years. 
(Head Office): 9, ST. ANDREW SQUARE. Glasgow: 114, WEST GEORGE STREET. 


Aw. H. TURNBULL, MANAGER. 
J. J. P. ANDERSON, SECRETARY. 





Edinburgh 


Ist December, 1883. 
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Benet Land, London; B.C; t ditor of the Fisuinc Gazer, No, x2, 

Contributions are solicited, but the Editor will not undertake to return rejected MSS 
unless accompanied with a stamped addressed envelope. : 

Correspondents are requested to write on one side of the paper only, and give their real 
names and addresses, not necessarily as signatures to their letters, but as a guarantee 
of good faith. Unless this rule be adhered to, no notice will be taken of such 
communications, 

Tue Fisuinc Gazette is published every Saturday, and can be obtained at Messrs. W 
H. Smith and Son’s Railway Bookstalls, and of the principal Newsagents and Fishing 
Tackle Dealers in London and the Proyinces, 
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_ ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION. 

: The pugeal Subscription, payable in advance, for the United ‘Kingdom is 8s.; orpos 
ree, tos, 6d, 

To anypart of Europe, the United States, and Canada, 


Y ;  U the Annual Subscriptio 
including postage, is twelve shillings and sixpence, ge 
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A DAY’S ROACH FISHING ON A WESTERN RIVER. 


By J. P. WHEELDON. 








HAD serious thoughts of pike when I first opened my eyes in 

that oddest of all odd-shaped bedchambers which had fallen 
to my lot. I had been out the previous day after river sharks, 
and moreover had managed by good luck to get on the blind side 
of some eight or ten of the gentlemen—not very terrific in point 
of size, it is true; but then I had been favoured through the still 
and silent watches of the night witha lovely dream, in the course 
of which I slew a most portentous pike indeed ; and surely that 
made up for any practical falling-off, at any rate. Be that as it 
may, I sprang gladly out of bed, nearly knocking my head against 
the great beams and joists crossing the ceiling, and flung the 
window open. The first thingI obtained wasa dissolving view 
of a lazy-gaited man slowly strolling up the steep, narrow street, 
ined on either side by quaintly-gabled thatched roofs, driving 
before hima great black-and-white boar, who rooted here and 
there with his ringed and inquisitive nose, and grunted every- 
where, apparently to the entire satisfaction both of himself and 
the somewhat piggish-looking individual in the rear of his long 
back and lean haunches: 

Then I caught sight of the weather vane on the summit of the 
old weather-beaten, time-assaulted church tower, and saw that 
the dragon’s nose pointed due south. That hardly looked “ pikey,”’ 
and when presently the grey wintry sky of early morning cleared 
gradually, yet swiftly, and a pearly blue, flecked with fl eecy white 
and slow-drifting patches of cirri took place of the vanishing night 
drift, I muttered, ‘“ Avaunt pike!’’ and made up my mind for roach 
and nothing else. 

“A vine marnin’, sur,’”’ said the keeper, touching his hat, as I 
emerged from the low back doorway into the stable-yard of the 
little inn. 

*« Aye; a bit too fine, I’m afraid, John,” said I, in reply, look- 
ing up at the almost summer-like sky in the depth of winter, and 
noting that in sheltered corners of the garden, beyond the pig- 
geries, snow-white buds were already peeping out from tufts of 
spear-shaped foliage, while the. crum pled leaves of primroses held 
_ many a yellow flower nestling in their centre. 

‘Well a’ be, sur, ’a be,””? assented John, discreetly drawing the 
back of a brown hand across a wide, good-humoured mouth. 
“Stonishin’ it be, too, how thrusty a vine marnin’ like this makes 
a peaceableman. Awe heda point o’ mild yale aready, an’ con- 
fund an’ dang it all! I feels that thrusty as a’ could tackle 
another.” 

‘‘Then you shall tackle it, John. And now, what’s your private 
opinion about pike?” 

‘Well, sur, poikes is curus things. Ye see they mout and they 
moutunt, just like gals. Ef so be as you could put a daace just 
agin’ his nose, likerer a weddin’-ring on a gal’s finger, they'll 
hey it; but efso be as they has to run arter it, my opinion is as 
they wunt.” 

‘¢ Precisely my own, John. Pike want a good stiff wind to stir 
them up. When they can perhaps hear the rushes creaking over 
their heads, waves breaking with a noisy lap and swash against 


the shore, the gale soughing amongst the trees—that’s the time 
for pike. I like to be out upon a day when one has to tie one’s 
hat on, and it is hard work for rook and plover to beat up in the 
teeth of the wind, as it swoops down from the hills and over the 
fallows. 

“Aye, aye, sur; and when the children’s hats goes a-flying 
down. street-directly they gets out o’ skule, and old wimmin hev’ 
to hold on at street corners and clap their hands on their petticoats. 
But roach, now! Lord a’ mussy, they’ll go at gentles a day like 
this, same as they hidenticle old wimmin would go at tea and 
snuff at a mothers’ meeting. I wam you'd get a forty-pound 
basket, and a’ve got some capital groundbait made areddy. Hard 
as ironitis, and just as you like it.” 

“Then that’s settled, and we’ll be off in half-an-hour. Order 
the trap, get the rods and landing-net together, fill the big 
gentle-box, see to the lunch and the beer bottle, and I’llsettle 
my breakfast in no time. Oh! by-the-bye, don’t forget that 
other pint you were alluding to.” 

“Ar wunt, sir, you may bet on it,” grinned the sturdy keeper, 
and the very next minute I was tackling a mighty hunk of crusty 
home-baked bread, a chop, juicy and full of gravy, and a big 
bowl of coffee, with such an early morning appetite as I sigh in 
vain for now. Then we were off, and after driving through the 
quiet little town—the name of which for many good and sufficient 
reasons must remain a profound mystery—we trotted down a 
pleasant country lane, whereof one side was skirted by a dense 
thick wood, full of pheasants and rabbits, while an open stretch 
of furze-dotted moorland, belted the other, I presently found 
the old sorrel mare plashing through shallow water, then a 
beautiful old rustic bridge hove in sight, and next the riveritself, 
flashing and glittering in the rays of a brilliant morning sun, and 
for ever humming a pleasant melody as it ran swiftly on to the 
sea. 

The hole which I intended to fish lay some little distance up 
stream, so that dividing the impedimenta fairly, we crossed the 
bridge, and pushed on at the meadow side, disturbing many a 
wary moorhen from its sedgy bed, and still many more toothsome 
snipe, which, dashing up with their wild shrill cry, darted off 
with flight as swift nearly as that of a lightning bolt itself. Pre- 
sently I got to my swim, and it took me some time before I could 
fairly master its difficulties. They were many and various. In 
the first place, the hole itself was very deep, necessitating the 
use of heavily shotted tackle so as to get to the bottom quickly. 
All notions, therefore, of the light and delicate float and line 
usually and popularly associated with roach-fishing had to be at 
once abandoned. I fished with a quill heavy enough for light 
corking ona barbel swim ; but as it, was shotted down to the very 
last degree, short of absolute sinking under the weight, that was 
all that was necessary, and I could detect even the very slightest 
nibble. But then I lay claim to an eye which, if not altogether 
like that of ‘‘a heagle,” is still- pretty keen, and to sticking 
qualities of a fair order; so that, perhaps, counts for something. 

Again, the whole force of the downward stream broke full upon 
the bank under my feet. That caused about forty different 
eddies, and two or three separate and distinct back runs. It was a 
high water into the bargain, the river being swollen with recent 
rains, so that the velocity of the outside stream beyond the main 
eddy was something like that of the tail of a mill-dam. Alto- 
gether, it didn’t look like roaching. Far from it, indeed; but as 
I knew the fish were there—they could not well be anywhere else, 
having the delights of a quiet life in view—I made.up my mind 
to face all the difficulties, and see what heavy tackle and persever- 
ance would do. 

So that rigged up my long Lea rod (the only rod, to my 
thinking, fit for roach-fishing at all, despite learned theories to 
the contrary), fastened the silk topping to my tight line firmly 
round ‘‘the little button on the top,” and placed the keen 
point of my small white Carlisle into the cork at the bottom of 
my heavy Thames plummet. Then I very carefully and very 
exactly tried the depth. Twelve feet under my nose, fourteen at 
the point of the long eighteen-foot white cane. It hardly varied 
an inch all down the swim ; so that matter being settled, and the 
keeper having found me plenty of good round pebbles, I put one 
into the interior of each of some half-dozen balls of my stiff 
bread and bran, and plumped them in at the head of the swim. 
Then commenced a short day’s downright hard work; for the 
eddies being numerous and strong, they got hold of my heavily 
shotted float, and pretty well did as they liked with it—that is, 
up to acertain point; the point being that I quickly found out 
that if I let the quill travel just as it pleased, with the bait just 
touching the bottom, very few roach would fall tomy share. So 
I disjoimted my long rod, and put the float three inches higher 
up, making a little pencil mark on the cane top joint, just upon 
a level with the cap. ‘This little dodge is useful, and saves the 
trouble of plumbing again, supposing the float is jerked loose 
from the cap, as very frequently happens in the act of striking. 
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Then I fixed my basket seat firmly at the edge of the hole, 
rammed my feet in the sedge, and slung the float, with its heavy 
dose of shot, out once more. This time, as it settled down on 
the edge of the outer stream, and between that and the eddy, I 
pulled the line tight, and ‘ held back” on the top of the float. 
Eureka ! !—It “swilkered ” a bit, to use an expressive Midland 
phrase, or rolled slightly from side to side, but the top was just 
clear of the water, and the unbaited hook, as I knew perfectly well, 
was closetothe bottom. ‘That was allI cared for ; so that, dis- 
jointing again, I put six gentles neatly on the terribly sharp little 
hook, the point penetrating only through the skin at one place, 
this leaving them plenty of room to kick, and for the first time sent 
the stinger out on a voyage of discovery. 

And he madeone directly. The float had not certainly travelled 
more than two feet down the swim, when it went bang out of 
sight. Did I strike ? Well, I did, a few, but not hard enough. 
You, see I had yet to learn the precise amount of force I dare put 
in practice upon very fine gut, the hook link being ‘“ drawn,” 
when used in conjunction with a heavily shotted float. Thus I 
felt simply a wondrous heavy lunge and pull on the yielding top, 
but my fish was gone. Amere turn of the wrist is sufficient to 
hook your roach of the Thames, Lea, or Colne ; but those great 
Western beggars have got noses like little barbel, and the hooks 
want fairly trunching in. 

The gentles were all smashed and pulped up when I looked at 
the hook, and precisely the same thing happened on the second 
and third swims. I believe I made some _ reference—not 
loud, ’tis true, but marvellously deep. I came to the 
conclusion that the hook point was blunt; but trying it on 
the ball of my thumb, found it to be sharp as a needle, 
consequently rigged up further gentles. Out flew the float again ; 
the shot striking the water witha gentle plash, the quill righted, 
and moved slowly down the stream. Very seductively and mysteri- 
ously it chose for some purpose of its own to rise up, about the 
eighth of an inch above its proper level. It was a perfectly ghostly 
bite, but chung! I had him this time, and, dear brethren, it was 
lovely—literally lovely—to feel him pull, and listen to the long 
hollow cane jarring throughout its entire length, as the game fish 
plunged and tugged hard on the bottom. 

This member of the firm—I should think there were about four 
thousand senior and junior partners in that hole—weighed per- 
haps 13 lb. The keeper sitting behind me ona bundle of rushes 
spat on him for good luck. I thought he wasa little too liberal 
in the matter of expectoration, and had I been compelled for the 
sake of dinner to catch ’em and cook ’em, I think I should have 
said, ‘' Passroach” and tried bread and cheese, or even Spratt’s 
biscuits. But it was perfectly evident that he had arrived ata fixed 
conclusion that it was the one and only certain road to success, 
so as I had no anxieties on the score of luncheon, I let him 
‘‘waste his sweetness ”—it was notaltogether unmingled with 
tobacco, I think—upon roach or “‘ the desert air” just as he listed. 

I had as nearly as possible five hours’ fishing upon that swim, 
and when I put my rod down, beaten at last by the failing 
light, and just alittle wearied and cold into the bargain, I turned 
round to take a long fond look at the spoil. There they lay a 
beautiful heap of varied colours, and such a show of roach as I 
may not see again in a hurry. Pounders were plentiful, indeed, 
there were very few under that weight, 14 Ib. fish by no means in. 
frequent, with here and there a two-pounder to ‘top up with.” 
When I got them home they weighed something over 70 lb., and 
I think that was fairish business for five hours, What do you 
think 





THE BRITISH AND IRISH ANGLERS’ UNION. 


NE of our North-country readers, the hon. sec. of an angling 

club, makes the following suggestion, which we think very 

highly of, and we shall be glad to open our columns for its dis- 
cussion :— 

‘“*DEAR MR. Epitor,—Has an attempt ever been made to establish a 
general association of the clubs of the country, by which means accredited 
members of one club might have communication with any other club (through 
the secretary cr otherwise) for the giving and getting of information, giving 
leave to fish, and for the general encouragement of the ‘noble sport’ ? 

*¢T ask this question, as I quite think a scheme might be carried out which 
would help to remove a good deal of the selfish element surrounding many 
clubs in the country. 

“I give you one illustration of my idea:—Supposing I am travelling on 
business in the South, as I am often, and desire to snatch half a day or a day’s 
fishing, if possessed of the name and address of a neighbouring club, and 
hold proper credentials, it would be very agreeable for North and South 
country brethren to shake hands and be able to exchange hospitalities. It may 
be Utopian, but I think such a union could be brougbt about. It would 


: ; require, 
very little monetary outlay, and be simply a means of exchange of courtesies 
between anglers. : “J. HW” 


We fear the granting permission to fish is a feature which 
would not work, because, while it might suit a club with poor 
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fishing to be liberal, a club with well-preserved and good fishing 
would find some ‘‘ accredited member” turning up pretty fre- 
quently. But, as a means of exchange of courtesies between 
anglers, such as allowing the members ox any club inthe Union to 
attend as visitorsthe club meetings of other clubs in the Union, 
it would answer admirably.” 

At present members are allowed to introduce friends, it is true ; 
but how often does it happen that you have a friend in every club 
you would like to visit? And how much simpler and more con- 
venient it would be if all that was necessary was to produce the 
‘- Union” ticket—an ‘‘ open sesathe” to every clubin the Union, 
We think the privileges conveyed by this ticket should be con- 
fined entirely to the permission to visit: if any right of fishing is 
attached, it will be impracticable. But, in the end, if the holder 
of the ticket is a true sportsman, the introduction to the club 
will quickly enable him to make friends among the members, who 
will put him in the way of fishing. Members of the Union would 
naturally belong to various grades of society, and would naturally 
feel most at home among the members of clubs most like their 
own. We trust some of our readers wiil favour us with their 
views on this matter. 

We have only thrown out a few suggestive points which occur 
to us on first considering ‘‘ J. H.’s” idea, in which we think we 
see the elements of what might become a most powerful union. 
Could we not have a conference in London of secretaries or 
delegates from English, Scotch, and Irish angling clubs to thrash 
out some workable scheme for a Union of this kind? But it must 
be the one and only subject before the meeting. It will never do 
to drag in questions of fence months, or sizes of fish, or other 
‘‘ political” matters, as “I. C. U.” terms them. : 





NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


(ke subscribers in various parts ‘of the country will kindly 
note that a great many subscriptions expire this week, and 
those who wish to continue to receive the paper by post from the 
office should send 5s. 4d. for the half-year and tos. 6d. for the 
year, either in stamps or postal order, to the Manager, the 
FIsHING GAZETTE, 12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 





THE NEW STEAM LAUNCH ACT. 


WE give our readers this week a digest of the above import- 
ant Act, which comes into operation on the rst of January, 
and we trust they will remember it will now be possible to get 
the owner of a steam launch fined £20 if he endangers the 
safety of any vessel or moorings, and the onus shall lie upon the 
person in charge of such passing vessel to show she was navigated 
with care and caution, and at such a speed and in such a manner, 
&c. For other important clauses see our digest elsewhere. 
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MACKINTOSHES. 


By PHILIP Foster, M.D. 

Now that these garments are coming into very general use, it is 
highly importazxt that the public should clearly understand the manner 
in which they may prove injurious to health, and how any effect of 
thiskind may be prevented. A mackintosh is perspiration-proof as 
well as rain-proof, and, consequently, when one is worn the perspira- 
tion, being unable to escape, accumulates in the clothes, and they 
become damp. Upon its removal, the evaporation of this fluid—in 
other words, the drying process—commences, with its attendant loss 
cf heat and well-known risk of ‘‘chill.” The retention of this heat, 
which would otherwise be gradually lost, makes the mackintosh in- 
valuable during along drive on a cold winter’s day. The disadvantage, 
then, of this garment is, not that it inflicts any injury while it is on, 
but that our clothes being damp, we may catch cold upon its removal, 
unless our dress be changed at the same time; and when the damp- 
ness is very decided this precaution should certainly be taken. Judg- 
ing from my own experience, I should say that the dampness thus 
produced is rarely sufficient to constitute any serious risk, for I have 
used mackintoshes, walking and riding, for twenty years, without ever 
having taken this precaution, or, as far as I am aware, having 
suffered in consequence of its neglect. I endeavour to avoid excessive 
perspiration, however, by walking slowly when I have my mackintosh 
on, and I do not wear it in hot weather, except for driving.—From 
Health, Dec. 21. 








GrorcE JAmgS EATON, of Starkholmes, Matlock-Bath, Derbyshire, respectfully invited 
Noblemen and Gentlemen to try his standard FLIES for the present season. No flies sent 
or made up but what he himself has proved sure killers. A trial is all that is requirep 
from gentlemen who can fish,to prove whether they may be genuine ornot. Patronised by 
some of the best fishermen ofthe day. All flies dressed on the best Kendal hooks, Prices; 
Point Flies, 2s. 6d. per Dozen; Dropper Flies, 2s. per Dozen. Orders punctually 
attended to,—(ApvT.* 
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THE ANGLERS,* 


A LOVER of the piscatorial art 

One day had chanced to wander where a maiden, 
Fond, too, of fishing, doting in her heart, 

Was with a stock of finny trophies laden. 


The pair joined company, as anglers will; 
His motive selfish, longing to discover 
The mode by which her basket she could fill 
So soon, nor dreamt of aught that charms a lover. 


The maiden tarried, though not by his side, 
For anglers ever keep respectful distance : 
But he, still lacking, threw his line so wide, 
She nearer drew to render him assistance. 


‘* Pray, sir, excuse me; but I see your bait 
Is wrongly fixed, and you are so unskilful., 
There, now ’tis right. See! throw it thus, and wait 
A hungry fish, and do not be so wilful. 


*¢ Just poise your line, your rod hold firm and tight 
Whilst in the stream you noiselessly must drop it. 
And when your float thrice vanishes from sight 
You, with a slanting jerk, must quickly stop it. 


** See! there, you haveafish. He goes up-stream, 
So you strike downwards, and you'll hook him surely.” 
He did as told, and soon a bonny bream 
Within his basket he had placed securely, 


Nor dreamt, the while again his bait she fixed, 
An artful fisherman behind them tarried, 
Invisible, and with their pleasure mixed 
So well his business, that their thoughts miscarried. 


For twice three times the float again had dipped, 
Quite unobserved—the reason ’}] not mention : 
But lovers now, they Cupid’s nectar sipped, 
For he it was diverted their attention. 


A finny prize was his; the fair one, too, 
Another had, though not a river guerdon, 

And from another source they pleasure drew, 
The fish forgotten—love was their sole burden. 


SE 





YORKSHIRE FISHERY DISTRICT. 


~ Abridgment of the Sixteenth Annual Report to the Board of 
Conservators by the Hon. Secretary. 





THE GREAT INCREASE OF SALMON, 





GENTLEMEN,-— - 


THE present year has been one of great importance in the fishing 
world through the success of the Great International Fisheries Ex. 
hibition ; it will be also a memorable one as a remarkably prolific 
year for salmon, as well as a very prosperous one _ for 
net fishermen. Never since the Board was formed has there been 
anything approximating to such an extraordinary run of fish in the 
Yorkshire rivers. From Monday, August 13, to Saturday, the 18th, 
the Ouse was swarming with fish, and in those six days, between 
Cawood and Langrick Ferry, 1,847 salmon were captured. It may be 
reasonably asked, Can any reason be assigned for this prodigious 
stock of fish? Perhaps the following statement may help to eluci- 
date the matter. In the year 1880,in the months of September and 
October, the rainfall in the N.W. of Yorkshire was close upon 
to inches. Jn the autumn of 1881, a still heavier rainfall was regis- 
tered. These two years of excessive rainfall kept the rivers for many 
weeks in continuous flood, at the nick of time when salmon were 
coming up from the sea to find their way to their common nursery 
grounds. The usual obstacles barring their progress were easily sur- 
mounted, and it was a matter of notoriety that the spawning beds 
were thronged with gravid fish during these two successive autumns. 
With such a plentiful supply of water in the rivers, the ova hatched 
out successfully, and there were myriads of fry. Of course these fry had 
the natura] tax levied upon them by their numerous enemies other than 
man ; but, after all, a large percentage escaped to sea, and this year 
we witness their return in vast numbers, the result of such successful 
breeding seasons as 1880 and 1881 have proved to be. It is, there- 
fore, unquestionably the fact, that until obstructions are removed or 
artificially overcome, salmon will never popul ate our rivers to the 
extent they are capable of, without the recurrence of wet autumns. 

I may be here permitted to advert to the importance of artificial 
fish breeding so largely advocated and adopted in various parts of 
the kingdom. 


SUGGESTED ESTABLISHMENT OF A FISH FARM BY THE BOARD. 


Tf the board can see its way to the establishment of a fish-hatchery, 
the river Swale offers a fine field in which to commence operations. 
There only needs the erection of an inexpensive fish-ladder at Top- 





* From a Paper read to the Grange Angling Society, by Mr. H. R. 
WARD, 


cliffe, and some trifling alterations at two weirs at Richmond. Inthe 
neighbourhood of Reeth and Marske there are innumerable tribu- 
taries of brigbt sparkling water, and free from sediment, which is of 
the first importance, for where sediment is prevalent it isa bar to the 
complete incubation of the ova. Mr. Hutton, of Marske Hall, has 
promised his valuable assistance, as well as land and water whereon 
the requisite buildings may be erected. 2 

‘«Semmer Water,” a large inland lake near Aysgarth, is another 
excellent situation, and very suitable water for the establishment of a 
hatchery; and, moreover, this lake is capable of yielding a generous 
return under one or other of the non-migratory saZmonzdz, and offers 
an almost unlimited prospect of increase, both of sport and in com- 
mercial value, 


THE YORK ANGLERS AND THE PROPOSED TAXES. 


The carrying out of the provisions of the Freshwater Fisheries Act 
was again brought before the board in February last. After con- 
siderable discussion it was resolved to tax nets and night lines, whilst 
the imposition of a duty on rods was refused. There was consider- 
able opposition manifested by a number of working men in York 
against the proposed duties, on the ground that the Ouse had always 
been a free river, and that there was no trout or grayling in it, and 
that the time working men had at their disposal for fishing was very 
limited, and that they could not afford to pay for the amusement. 
Professor Huxley subsequently held a court at the Guildhall, York, at 
which several of the petitioners were examined, and the meeting ter= 
minated with the understanding that the inspector should watch their 
case, and that he and the board would consider the best means of 
giving effect to the board’s object in improving the duties, without 
curtailing the privileges valued by the York fishermen. 

Considerable correspondence has since passed between the in- 
spector and myself and the solicitors to the board, as to how this was 
to be done, seeing that, owing to the extremely complicated condition 
of the Acts of Parliament, it was difficult to frame resolutions in order 
to comply with the requirements of these Acts. 

The solicitors to the board have drawn up these resolutions, and 
they have been submitted to the learned inspector, and he will be 
prepared at the proper time to recommend them to the favourable 
consideration of the Secretary of State. 

After the usual meeting of the board is held to-day, a special 
meeting will be convened to consider the resolutions, with a view to 
their adoption, or otherwise, by the board. 

It will be in the recollection of a few of the Conservators that, in 
the month of January last, a terrific flood in the Wharfe swept away 
the Weir at Lower Addingham, belonging to Mr. Lister, of Farfield 
Hall. By the 46th section of the Salmon Fishery Act, 1873, the 
owner who rebuilds a weir is called upon to make a fish-pass in it 
for salmon, of such form and dimensions as the Secretary of State 
shall approve. In conformity with this provision, Mr. Lister is now 
preparing a plan of a fish-pass, to be submitted to the Inspector of 
Fisheries. Your secretary has been several times to inspect the site, 
and conferred with Mr, Watson, the intelligent manager for Mr. 
Lister, as to its form and position on the Weir, and your secretary’s 
recommendations will be adhered to as far as possible in the plans 
now in course of preparation. It is a formidable dam, 8 feet in 
height, with an enormous volume of water falling over. The pass 
will be erected next spring, or as soon as the weather will permit. 


THE SEWAGE OF OTLEY. 


In previous reports I have so frequently called the attention of the 
board to the sewage of Otley, that Lam unwilling again to recur to 
the subject. But, as no steps appear to have been taken by the 
sanitary authority of that town to abate such an offensive nuisance, 
it is only my duty to mention it in this report. I allude to the dis- 
charge of the sewage into the river Wharfe at Otley Bridge. On an 
ordinary day, anyone by looking over the battlement of the south-west 
arch may observe the confluent matter bubbling up to the surface, 
mixed as it generally is with a copious admixture of tanyard refuse, bits 
of hair and wool, &c. To contaminate the water of a great river in 
this (I was going to say wilful) manner, is a serious matter, and 
involves grave results, from which the inhabitants of the valley 
residing lower down must suffer in health more or less, If the 
authorities of the town of Otley are at all careful about its healthful sur- 
roundings, they ought without delay to pay the greatest regard to the 
town’s overflow of sewage and other impurities, and forbear to throw 
them into the Wharfe, as ihe only receptacle to receive them, 
which, if continued, and as time goes on, the evil will be intensified, 
and at last it will act like a rotten core in the centre of an apparently 
beautiful fruit, and, like the leaven of all rottenness, at last taint 
everything that surrounds it. There are also other sources of pollu- 
tion lower down, as well as higher up the river, the analysis of which 
shows that they are also totally unfit for drinking either by man or 
beast. hey contain much objectionable matter of an organic nature, 
and even the colour and odour is absolute proof of the highly polluted 
state of the river at these points. Although it may be admitted that 
the water thus polluted will improve to some extent in quality by 
reason of the subsidence of some of the impurities and oxidation of 
some others by mechanical contact with the air, and by the action of 
dissolved oxygen, it must be stated that the pollution is on every 
ground very bad in character, poisonous to fish, dangerous to man, 
and deleterious by virtue of the water being rendered inadmissible 
for use in many manufacturing operations. 

These observations are not entirely my own; they are shared by 
others, and can be verified by conservators and riparian owners 
resident in the neighbourhood of Otley, who have from time to time 
drawn my attention to these fever centres, with the hope and earnest 








wish that something may be done by the sanitary authorities to 
promote a better state of things, so as to reduce the pollution dis- 
charged into the Wharfe to its lowest minimum point, 


Ton. cwt. qr.i\ lb. 
The total amount of fish captured by nets this season 
is 6,623, of the aggregate weight of 77,558 lb., 
or, in other figures Eft f iw the iiehauy 10 
3y rod and line 137 fish, 1,089 lb. Oo Oar Aer 25 
Total 32 Male 7 


This is by far the largest return made to the board since its con- 
stitution. 


a Mente Talk, 

The receipts from all ssurces amount to .. 287enlr 8 
The total expenditure 320 02470 
Showing a balance against the board .. £49 2 2 


I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 
J* i. RAYEEIPS. 


[The above abridgment gives all of Mr. Phillips’ valuable 
report that is of interest to anglers. The statement of the 
increase of salmon bears out what we have heard from anglers 
about the comparatively large quantity of salmon caught in the 
Esk this last season. ‘The proposal to remove the impediments 
which at present prevent salmon ascending the Yore, Swale, and 
Wharfe in any quantity, and to establish a fish hatchery on the 
Swale is a most important one. We should be glad to have the 
opinions of some of our Yorkshire readers on this matter, for it is 
one which may affect their interests vitally. What would be the 
effect of the influx of hundreds, ‘probably thousands, of salmon to 
the spawning eds of the three above-mentioned rivers ? It may 
be taken for granted that those who will reap the greatest 
benefit will be the proprietors of net fisheries: they always get 
the lion’s share. ‘The proprietors of the streams immediately 
above the net fisheries will find it worth while to make salmon 
preserves, and will be far more chary of giving leave for trout 
or coarse fishing than they are at present; the upper proprietors 
w:ll find their waters swarming with gravid fish, kelts, and 
samlets. That the trout and grayling fishing will suffer is 
certain, as these fish will have to compete for their living-with 
countless numbers of voracious salmon fry, and they are none too 
well fed as it is. v 

The proposal to stock ‘‘ Semmer Water” with non-migratore 
salmonide appears good on the face of it, and we should be th 
first to wish success to such a scheme; but it would be well 
before going to expense in this direction, to ascertain if the lake 
is reaily ‘capable of yielding a generous return.” We may be 
mistaken, but the impression we got when fishing Semmer Water 
some years ago, was that its feeding capabilities were very poor. 
It contains numbers of herring-size trout of poor quality, and 
wherever this is the case it may be taken for granted that the fish 
find it hard work to get a living. We know many such lakes in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. How far such lakes could be 
improved by the introduction of the small. shellfish on which the 
Loch Leven trout, for instance, thrive so wonderfully, has yet to 
be tried. A 

The remarks of Mr. Phillips on the contamination of the 
Wharfe from the drains of Otley and other places remind us of 
the long correspondence which appeared in our columns on this 
subject, and we need hardly say we heartily endorse every word 
Mr. Phillips has to say respecting it. If the various Boards of 
Conservators throughout the country were to unite in endea- 
vouring to obtain adequate powers to prevent the pollution which 
is now gradually—in many cases rapidly—converting our streams 
into open sewers, they would receive the hearty support of 
hundreds of thousands of anglers, and undoubtedly also of all 
but a small section of the community generally, No more 
important subject can occupy the attention of those interested in 
our inland fisheries than this. The first effect of pollution in a 
stream is to destroy the spawning grounds; then follows the 
gradual destruction of insects, larve, and other natural food of 
fish ; and finally, of course, the fish disappear.—Ep. | 


SEE TES 





WILD SPORTS. 


SEA FISHING IN SKYE. 


THERE are few places in Scotland so noted for beauty of scenery and 
terrible wildness, or for the variety of wild sports, as the Island of 
Skye ; and I do not think that any part of the coast on the main land 
can boast of finer sea-fishing. 

~ About a year ago I had the shooting and fishing (limited to grouse) 
of the estate of Strathaird, and occupied the comfortable farmhouse 
of Kilmoree, then belonging to the late Mr. James Masson, and 
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enjoyed excellent sport. During the summer time the lythe and sythe. 
fishing there was excellent,: the former we caught with the minnow, 
or silver eel; the latter with the fly, red body and white wings. The 
first ttme I made a trip to the Rat Island with a friend we had as much 
as we could do to haul in, andlost much tackle through the fish 
breaking away and our not having sufficient experience ; for once that _ 
the line get into a tangle, itis allup. The way is to try-and keep 
their heads up and prevent their plunging to the bottom, After fish- 
ing for about four hours, we returned, and Lachlan, my boatman, 
counted 56 lythe averaging about 8 lb. each, and 170 iythe about the © 
size of herrings, in all 226 fish—a good evening’s work. The farmers 
got their share, and the rest were given to the poor. I always tooka 
gun with me for the wild pigeons that come ont of the caves like a 
flash of lightning, requiring all one knew to bring them down. Theywere ~ 
very plentiful, as were almost every different species of sea birds. 
The Rat Island, which by the wayis so called because there are no rats 
there, was often completely covered with sea birds, ducks, geese, cur- 
lew, e masse, and the noise on their being disturbed was most 
curious. I shot a solan goose on the island, breaking its wing with 
Eley’s cast green 4 shot, and shall never forget the bang it came 
down, breaking its’neck on the hard rock : it came down the samepace 
that they dive into the water, It weighed og lb. ; 

The most lythe (or podlie) that we ever got was over 400, with three 
fishing, say for about four or five hoursina day. I was fishing one 
day for them in Loch Slapin, and we were hauling in very fast when. 
Lachlan, my head boat and fisherman, called out to me, saying he 
had seen an otter divea_ short distance ahead. I ordered the men to 
pull quietly ahead, making no splash with their oars, over where it 
had gone down, when Lachlan touched my arm, and pointed astern. 
I had the gun ready in my hand, ard to my delight and great 
surprise saw the head of a fine seal looking at us about twenty paces 
fromthe boat. To cover his head and blaze away was the work of a 
few seconds, and we saw that the cartridge had done its duty most 
completely, having struck fair, and as we got nearer we saw the sea 
crimson with blood, and it was just sinking when I plunged my arm 
down, caught the seal by its flap, and with all my strength hauled it 
into the boat. It proveda fine young one, weighing about 100 lb., with 
a handsome skin, and yielded a bucketful of oil, which is most valu- 
able as a medicine to sick cattle. ie 

On another occasion I had a lucky shot at a seal from the Rat 
Island—a very large one. It was about 150 yards off, and Isenta 
ball through its head; but it sank before we could get to it. But some 
days afterwards it was picked up by some fishermen, and it took four 
of them to lift it. I did not claim it, as it was found in the open sea; 
but they offered me the skin for half a sovereign ; but I did not buy it, 
as I did not want it, and it was slightly damaged. Ifa sealis shot 
dead, it floats for a short time, and then sinks. If wounded it will sink, 
and geta grip at the tangle at the bottom, and stay there till it dies; 
after ten days, the body wili come to the surface, so the Highlanders 
assured me, Llost one or two in that way, that were afterwards 
found and appropriated. 

Before describing the deep-sea fishing I must revert again to the 
lythe or whiting pollock. I wanted to find the best bait for them, and 
I found some days they preferred the silver eel to the minnow. When 
dusk, the ylass bait was very killing; but taking the average, I think 
the minnow on strong gimp the best and most taking. Ona running 
short, I made some myself by uniting a bit of linton guttapercha the 
shape of a minnow, and making a screw at the end with swivels, &c., 
and ittook very well, ‘‘ faut de mieux.” ' 

The lythe are excellent eating, but they are rather ‘‘ fade” unless 
very small; the larger they get the worse they are. During the season 
—namely, the autumn—the hand line ordeep sea fishing affords much 


- 


‘amusement and excitement, as one never knows what monster of the 


deep one is about to pull up. Our best day was a cartload of fish of 
allsorts. As far asmy memory will allow me, I will state the sort and 
number. We were four fishing, baiting with herring. We got 200 
sea bream, 19 stemlock, averaging 8 lb. or so, 12 cod fish, same 
weight, 7 herring haack, 9 ling, a conger eel ortwo, &c. The bream 
were so ravenous that they took the bare hook unbaited ; but merely 
rubbed with the herring and let down, I suppose the smell attracted 
them. The drawback of the hand-line fishing is that awful pest to 
the poor fishermen—the dogfish. Once they commenced, we generally 
shifted our ground pretty quick. They grow to a great size in those 
latitudes. I have caught them four feet long, when they become dan- 
gerous. We generally chopped off their heads and threw them in 
again. They always go in pairs; and once I saw what seemed very | 
like reason ina fish. Lachlan had caught a dog fish, and, as usual, 
on hauling it up, its friend accompanied it to the surface; but when 
about eight feet from the boat he called my attention to see what it 
would do, and, on ceasing to haul it in, it deliberately made a rush 
and seized the line above the gimp, bit itthrough, and gave its friend a 
free ticket of leave, and it “ hooked it’’ in every sense of the term. 

Haddock are not very plentiful: I never got more than nineteen ina 
day. The whiting are the same, but skate and flounders and all the 
other ea fish are very plentiful. One day Lachlan was pulling up a 
small fish, when he experienced the tug of war, and, after some hard 
pulling, gaffed a huge cod fish with a little cod in its mouth, It had 
taken its own species, and both were caught on the same hook. 

A Scotch minister told me he was once hand-line fishing, and felt a 
tug at the line. He pulled up, and found the bait gone and in its 
place a fish’s eye. He thought he would try if the eye would do as 
bait, and let it down again, when he soon had a tug, and caught the 
very same fish with whose eye he had baited, I told him I thought 
it quite fair, as it would be the most entitled to it. Whales are plentiful 
all about the Hebrides, particularly the bottle-nose. The larger ones - 
are often dangerous. I was once nearly upset by one in Loch Slapin. 
There are also a number of otters; but Sandy, the gamekeeper, has 
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been hard on them, and has trappeda great number, as they are heavy 
On the trout and salmon in the lochs and burns. 

The extent of the Strathaird shootings is 25,000 acres, or 100 square 
miles, which takes in the lovely Slighan Valley and Loch Coruisk, 
with its awful grandeur of scenery. The fresh-water lochs are— 
Coruisk, Loch Na Crea, Na Nairn, and the Black Loch. The fishing 
is very good in all of them; salmon and the salmon trout and two 
sorts of trout abound. The best time of the yearis July, August, and 
September for the lochs; and the best fly for salmon “ the butcher,” 
for trout, orange body with drake wing, There are also some very 
good burns: one near the Kilmaree House is the best. It only took 
me a quarter of an hour to get some nice salmon trout, about half 
an hour before my six o’clock dinner, 

There are also plenty of deer on the Stra thaird estate, and the 
grouse shooting is very good, with a sprinkling of black cock and 
grey hen, and good snipe and woodcock shooting in the winter season. 


The variety of sport is great for almost every month in the year, what 


with fishing and shooting with a genial climate. When in a humour 
for climbing, I was often rewarded with an average bag of golden 
plover and ptarmigan half way up some of the mountains, the faith - 
ful Sandy leading the way where often a false step would almost 

The view from the top of Blavin is very fine indeed, comprising the 
whole of Skye, the mainland, and thesurrounding islands. Close by is 
the Cucullen mountain range, the favourite resort of the eagles, where 
the keepers pursue them in vain. The woodcock shooting is very fine 
in Skye, all in the open, and after a flight seven or eight brace may be 
killed or more in a day. I was astonished not to find any mountain 
hares in Skye; also the common hare is scarce, but rabbits here and 
there are plentiful, 

The long line fishing is very good in the winter months. I had the use 
of a line with 700 hooks on it, and now and then superintended the 
baiting and setting and hauling in the next morning. The mostI got 
im one setting were 33 cod, average 8 lb., 16 ling, 9 conger, 7 skate, 
and a host of dog fish ; but this sort of sport, if it can be called such, 
isnot to my fancy, and is very tame work. The only excitement is in 
not knowing what sort of queer fish may not be hauled up next—for 
instance, the Devil. ALFRED M, LAw. 








THE LATE SALMON FISHING SEASON ON TWEED AND TEVIOT 
COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS. 


Wuewn angling for salmon with the rod closed on Tweed and Teviot at the 
end of November, 1882, the season then concluded could only be put downas 
a middling one. The cause contributing to this state of matters. was one of no 
common occurrence, and was such that happens only perhaps once in the 
course of ten years—viz,, a ccntinued*recurrence of small floods or freshets, 
just enough to keep fish always on the move. upwards, without giving time to 
settle down in their favourite haunts on the lower and middle waters. This 
continuing till nearly the end of the season, was, of course, the reason why the 
anticipations formed by anglers when the fishings opened in February were not 
fulfilled—albeit the rivers were well stocked with salmon. During the interval 
between the closing time in 1882 and the opening season, February Ist, 1883, 
the disease, Saprolegnia ferax, was observed to some extent, but not nearly 
to the same degree that it had reached in the two previous years, and it was 
hoped thatit was now fast disappearing from the river —false hopes, however, 
as was fully proved further on. When the season opened in February, 1883, few 
diseased fish were observed. Little was done, however, with the rod, when 
angling began to improve a Jittle. The net fishing at Berwickhad by this date 
been on for a fortnight, andthe takes at the various stations were very satis- 
factory, ‘heclean fish killed with the rod during the month counted fully a 
score, the first of the season having been caught by Mr. Jas. Kerss, Spring» 
hall, who also drew ‘first blood ” the previous year. In the Teviot, on the 
24th February, Mr. G. Allan, Kelso, took the first fish—one of 103 lb. ; while 
on the same day Mr. Drummond, Ednam House, had one on the Junction 
water. _ By-the end of February the rivers had begun to ‘* fine? down con- 
siderably, and then it was that the disease was beginning to make itself ob- 
servable to a serious extent. The fish mostly affected were kelts—a great 
majority being females, which, owing to the smallness of the rivers, had not 
been enabled to reach the sea. Theproportion of affected salmon, as compared 
with the previous year at the corresponding period, was as one to thirty, A 
good few clean fish were killed during the first week of March, but 
after that a lull took place until the 24th March, when Panmure 
Gordon, Esq., Hatton{Court, London, killed one clean salmon of 21 lb. 
on the Hendersyde water. Floods again put a stop to salmon angling 
for another week, although trouting was very good. One trout of 24 
in. in length was caught at this time which weighed about 33 Ib., and was in 
a very bad condition, although mending, and when cut up was found to con- 
tain two small trout ofits own species, each 7 in. long, and not in the slightest 
imanner mangled or damaged, thus showing that they had been bolted whole. 
The month of April was a very bad one, and very few fish were got—only some 
- twelve or sixteen at the most being killed in the Kelso district. Of course it 
must he understood that up to the end of April the famous casts on the Floors 
Castle waters had not hada line thrown across them. The first and second 
weeks of May were profitless, although at this time the nets at Berwick and 
on the other netting stations were doing better than they had done for 
three years before at the corresponding period of the season, and salmon 
were then, on the netting stations, more plentiful than trout. Disease was 
, now again making its appearance to some extent. With the end of May 
things did not improve for the angler, and at that period the spring salmon 
rod fishing was virtually over both in Tweed and Teviot; and a comparison 
between the previous springand the present one showed that both could only be 
classed as ‘¢ fair.’” As summer advanced angling became worse for the disciples 
of old Izaak, and the month of June was a bad one—in fact, it wasnearly il, 





so far as angling with the rod was concerned, although the net fishing was. 


improving, the takes of grilse and trout being good, but those of salmon 
falling off. July-was no better, and the first two weeks in August showed 
no improvement, although up to this time the nets were doing fairly weil, 
while salmon were scarce, just at the time when they ought to have begun to 
get more humerous. A few fish were, however, got with the rod on the 17th 


by his Grace the Duke of Roxburghe on the Floors water, and one or two 
on the day following on the Sprouston water. Little was done after this 
until the end of September, when the back end or autumn season com- 
menced ; and the summer fishing, like the previous year’s, may be termed as 
having been only a-very middling one. Better things, however, were in store 
for the patient angler, as during the months of October and November—not- 
withstanding that during that period there was about a fortnight lost to the 
angler, through floods and other causes—exceedingly good sport was got on 
all the waters. The rivers at the beginning of October were well stocked with 
fish, and the after floods only helped to increase those already making their 
way to the upper waters ready to go on the spawning beds at the earliest 
opportunity. There is scarcely any comparison to make between this year’s 
autumn fishing and last season's, the latter being only a middling one, while 
the one just closed has been better than the two previous ones. To give an 
account of each individual fish killed on the different waters would be im- 
possible ; but the foliowing information, which has been specially compiled, 
may be relied on for its accuracy as guaranteed from most of the parties. 

On the Upper FLoors CastLe Warerrs during the month of October 85 fish 
were caught by his Grace the Duke of Roxburghe and his friends, and during 
the month of November the same water, which was leased by Mr. Augustus 
Fred. Thistlethwayte, London, yielded 107 salmon; but for about ten days of 
the season the casts were not fished, owing to floods, &c. 

On the Lower Warer at Floors, which was fished by the Duke and 
Duchess of Roxburghe and their friends, many fish were killed, the best day 
on this water being that got by Mr. Archibald Steel, Kelso, who succeeded in 
killing 19 fish, ranging from 10 Ib, to 30 Ib. 

HENDERSYDE WATER.—The number of fish killed in this water since 15th 
September was as follows :—Salmon, 59, weighing 1,051 lb. ; average, 18 lb. 
Grilse, 61, weighing 520 lb. ; average, 8} lb. Largest take in one day, I5, 
weighing 199 lb. ; average, 13 ]b., and the heaviest fish killed was one of 28 lb., 
by Mr. Taylor, of Chipchase Castle. The best killing flies were the ‘* Green- 
well”’ and the ** Wilkinson.” In his remarks the proprietor of the above 
water says:—‘‘The average weight of salmon, 17 80 lb, is smaller than 
usual, whi'e the average weight of the gri'se, 8:52 lb., is heavier than usual. 
The number of kipper fish caught was also above the average.’’ In comparing 
the fishing with that of the two previous years we find that in 1882 there were 
80 salmon killed, weighing 1,519 lb ; average, 19 lb.—very good, Grilse 
killed, 15, weighing 108 lb., giving an average cf 7 lb —being a good fair 
average. This gives a total of 95 fish, or 25 less than the past season for the 
corresponding period of last year, In 188r the fish killed on the above water 
numbered 156, weighing 2,039} lb. - 

BiraHAM Dup (lessee, Mr. Alfred Denison).—This celebrated water, 
which has long been held by Mr. Denison, the well-known and successful angler 
has this season yielded him 88 fish—salmon and grilse—and his largest day was 10 
fish. The heaviest salmon he killed scaled 31 Ib., and the gross weight of the 
whole was 1,279 Ib. In the river Ness, where Mr. Denison‘has also taken salmon 
he killed during the spring of the present year 147 fish, ten of 
which he killed in one day, weighing 146 Ib., giving an average of 14% lb. His 
heaviest fish ki!led on the Ness was 30 lb., and the total weight of the lot was 
1,497 lb. Mr. Denison on the Tweed in 1881 killed 150 salmon and grilse, and 
in 1882 he killed 80 salmon and grilse. On the Ness in 1881 he killed 150 fish, 
and on the same river in 1882 125 salmon and grilse. 

EpyaM Housz Warer (Mr. Drummond, lessee).—This water has not proved 
very productive during the past season, as, all told, only somewhere about 60 
salmon and grilse-have been killkd onit. On this water in 1881 74 fish were” 
killed, and 50,in 1882. 

Makekstoun Water(Mr, Cockburn, London, lessee). —The'number of salmon, 
and grilse that have been killed on this water during the past season has been most 
satisfactory, the figures being something like 260 or more, which is a good deal 
above what was got in either of the two previous years. 

SprousTON WATER.—The salmon and grilse got on the above water (upper, 
Pe and lower) count 90 fish, weighing 1,205 lb., giving an average of 
13 

CorNHILt Upper WATER —The casts on these waters were fished during 
the back end season by Colonel Biden, who has killed between thirty and forty 
fish, ranging from 10 Ib. to 30 lb. 

On the RuTHeRFrorD Water Captain Vivian has had excellent fishing, 
and many large weight salmon have fallen to his rod. On one day the gallant 
officer had one kipper of 42 1b. and one of 30 lb. 

Tse Mrrtoun WATER has turned out well, the Hon. H. Brougham, who 
leased the salmon casts on this water, having had grand sport and large takes. 
On three days he killed, respectively, 13, 12, and g fish. 

On CarHam WaAteEr Mr. Laing, M.P., and others, had nothing to com- 
plain of, having killed a large number—about go—of salmon, one of which 
scaled 38 lb. Of the remainder of the waters of the Tweed that have done 
well are the Pavilion, Bernersyde, and Mexton, all of which places have had 
a full share of success. 

j TEVILT 
has this season to a great extent compensated the angler for his ill-luck in 
the previous three years, and many of the anglers who hold permission to fish 
this river for salmon have been successful at some parts of the season. The 
champion for tke year on this water has been Mr. A. Turnbull, The Cemetery, 
Kelso, who can count 13 fish to his own rod in ten days’ fishing. 

In closing this reswmé, we congratulate the salmon anglers on the Tweed 
and Teviot on their success during the autumn, and as the river is now well- 
stocked with breeding fish, hopes are thus he'd out that a prosperous season 
is in store when the fishing opens in February of the year that is to come. 

MAXWHEEL, Kelso. 


BANANA Bart FoR RoAcH.—The following hint may be useful to roach 
fishers. About two months ago Mr. Dickens, of Coalhurst, near Horsham, 
very kindly granted me a few days’ fishing in his preserved waters. On one 
occasion when fishing for bait (roach and dace} to be used in pike fishing, I 
found it impossible to get a single fish, and I despaired of any sport. How- 
ever, I gave the roach a spell after fresh_ ground baiting the swim, and com- 
menced my luncheon, In the basket I had a-couple of bananas, and out of 
curiosity I triei a piece of the unripe portion near the end of the fruit, To my 
surprise and delight I fcund both roach and dace took the strange bait greedily, 
some of the roach being over } lb, in weight. Previously I had tried gentles, 
paste, boiled wheat, and brandling worms without getting a bite. Since then 
Ihave used the banana with success. On one occasion I killed six roach, 
weighing respectively, one 1} lb., three over 11b., and two over }1b. each. 
These were killed in the preserved waters belonging to Col. Aldridge, of St. 
Leonard's Forest, near Horsham, who most kindly granted me permission to 
fish—* Banana,’’ in the Fte/d. 








THE FISHING GAZETTE 











CONTENTS. 
———~ > - 
(N.B.—AUl rights reserved in articles published in thes paper.) 

: PAGE. | PAGE, 

A Day’s Roach Fishing on a The Late Salmon Fi hing Season 

Western River .. ae .. 643} on Tweed and Teviot Compared 
The British and Irish Anglers’ with Previous Years .. .. 647 
Union Bie .. 644 | Answers to Correspondents waO5O 
Notice to Subscribers .. 644 |Correspondence . 3 OSG 

The New Steam Launch Act .. 644|Perch and Pike Fishing in the 
Mackintoshes a8 ats <. 044.) eenuet re. a ot arse 
The Anglers 5s on .. 645 | A Kill on the Garry ‘e R053 
Yorkshire Fishery District .. 645 | Are Eels Fish ? = .. 653 

Wild Sports Li ee .. 646 | To a Friend, with the Christmas 

River Reports .. ae .. 648 | Number of the ‘‘ FISHING 
Club Reports 5 Ao .. 649 | GAZETTE,”’ 1883 ta ne, O53 











RIVER REPORTS. 


HIGH WATER IN THE. THAMES, 
For SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29. 


TIME OF 


Morning. Afternoon, 
London Bridge oe *e ray) Leh SMe ost eae 
Putney ., an ve oe aio eee Seraeeke tr S A: 
Sew: te oe ee oe oe ols we ees HP eRe]! 
Richmond oe a °° Se EPG a em Scene Fl 
THE LOWER THAMES. 
Datchet. 


Three days’ fishing —five jack, seven perch ; four hours’ fishing—eleven fine 
roach, one perch. Ledgering; water very low, and in first-rate order fcr 
ledgering for roach and bream. —JAMES HASLETT. 


Eynsham. 

Our local anglers have had some good sport this week among the jack, perch, 
and roach. Three jack, weight 11 lbs., taken trolling, and four perch, weight 
52 lb., caught with lob worm, being one day’s take. Mr.-Hobden has caught 
afew nice chub. Mr. Geen has been trying for jack ; caught three, but 
nothing large. The wateris in sp'endid condition for all-round fishing.— 
W. B. Howe. 


Richmond, 


OpEN CoMPsTITION.—There were twenty-four entries for the competition 
amongst the bank anglers at Richmond, for the silver cup offered by Mr. 
Branch, of the Jolly Anglers, on Boxing-day, but only four out of the list— 
Messrs. Croome, Gapley, Fairclough, and Gray—were able to weigh in any 
fish. The silver cup was won by Mr. Croome, with the finest and heaviest 
weight of fish, 


UPPER THAMES. 


Angling has had few devotees on the Thames during the past week ; this is 
to be all the more regretted as it is seldom the river 1s in such prime fettle for 
perch, roach, and jack as it is at the present moment. The Henley, Wargrave, 
and higher up stations seem to have been lately quite devoid of sport, but at 
Medmenbam and Hambleden some six jack cf respectable corporations have 
been quashed, and other well-to-do guilds will assuredly follow suit in the 
present state of public water, and by the pluck and determination of some 
G.O.A. At Hurley, Mr. Gherkie and Mr. Berger have taken some decent 
perch and chub, and the Marlow and Cookham districts have some seven jack 
and fair baskets of roach to their credit. During this—unprecedented for 
many years at this season of the year—excellent condition of the Thames 
anglers should avail themselves, and that success may attend them and a pro- 
Dn es and happy new year await them, is the sincere wish of—MaRrLow 

CZs 

Goring, 

Water now in prime order for jack, and perch could not be better. Any 
gentleman wishing to come ought to come now. We shall soon have a change 
in the water, and then it will get bad if we get rain, and I think we shall soon 
have some. I have been out Thursday and took a brace of good jnck.—JOHN 


RusH. 
Oxford. 


The prospects of the Christmas week right up to Monday evening were very 
encouraging, but on Tuesday a delightful Scotch mist came rolling down, mak- 
ing the riverside anything but inviting and fishing out of the question. By the 
courtesy of the Provost of Worcester, I was favoured with a two days order 
for the lake, a splendid piece of water containing any number of roach, jack, 
tench, &c.; but the raw, foggy state of the atmosphere precluded all idea of 
going out, and like many others, I have preferred to stay at home and do my 
fishing by the fireside. Jack are well on the feed ; several fair specimens averag- 
ing from 5 lb. to 34 1b. have been taken during the week. Perch, too, have gone 
well ; but other species are conspicuous by their absence. On Friday, Monday, 
and Wednesday, Mr. Mundy, at Wolvercott, had eight fish, the best scaling 
5 1b. 3} oz. and 34 lb., together with several perch, two of which went 1 Ib. 6 oz. 
and rib, Messrs. Jones and Boscott, on the 23rd and 24th inst., also had 
eight nice fish ; and Mr, Watts sinc e the 16th inst, has captured thirteen fish, 
tbree ot which went 11 lb. 





Avon (Binton.) 
__ Last week, although the river was in excellent condition for angling or troll- 
ing I had nothing to report; all the disciples of the ‘‘ grand old man,’’ being 
too busy in the contemplation of and preparation for the one time in the year 


t 








which all agree to consider the festive season, or perhaps, as all hearts, even 
the most flinty ({ wonder if there is such a siliciout phenomenon) are supposed 
to be mollified by this time. 
human kindness ”? flowing out towards the fish, and thus have tacitly agrzed to 
allow even them to enjoy their Christmas dinner without attempting to compel 
the ‘iron to enter their souls,’’ if they have souls ; but if they have notall souls, 
at least there are soles among them. But with the commencement of 
the holiday all this is changed, and the river being in a condition utterly unlike 
what we usually see at this time, and in fact ‘“ fit for anything,’’ a good many 
have been out after the pike, and many of the latter have been compelled to 
change their element and migrate to warmer regions. One noted troller had 
secured three, and had just brought another (a twelve pounder) to bank, when 
losing his grip of him for a moment to secure a better hold, the gimp suddenly 
gave way and the fish slipped back againinto the wa er. Never miod the ress. 


ay een 
Chichester. 


The Christmas holidays have been a delusion and a snare as far as the 
pleasures of angling were concerned; the numerous rodsters were wet, cold and 
though trying to look happy, failed in the attempt. Fish have been off the 
feed the whole week. Mr. G@. Rodgers landed a small pike from the basin. 
A few small bream and roach were also taken. Several of the Portsmouth 
Waltonians paid the water a visit, but up to dark on Wednesda y had taken 
nothing worth mention. Selham has also proved blank. With a change of 
wind and weather piké should be on.—GuorGE F. SALTER, ; 


’ Exe (Exeter) 


I have heard of nothing very interesting in regard to anglers’ captures, the 
Christmas holidays being spent in replenishing the inner man thus giving the 
finny tribe another spell. A few perch were caught last Monday in the canal, 
and also three perch near Cowley Bridge —J. A. Krrrry. 


Ilfracombe. 

Sea-fishing during the past week.—There has been very little doing with 
fishing from the boats. All hands appear busy getting their spil'ers ready, as 
some large quantities of cod and skate have been caught from those already 
out. G. Rudd, fisherman, has taken from his spiller since Monday over 16 cwt. 
of fish, consisting of cod, conger, skate, and ling. J. Scamp caught a fine end 
while fishing from the jetty, and small whiting pout are very p‘entiful. 
Weather at present mild.— E, CoMEr. 


Leicester. 


Doubtless owing to the Christmas holidays, a larger number of anglers than 


is usually the case have been busily engaged during the latter part of last week 
and the present. The weather was very much in favour of good sport. Last 
Friday and Saturday some rare sport was had among the roach and dace at 
Aylestone. Messrs. Williams and Hobbs both showed som» excellent dace, 
several of which weighed over 8 oz., and had afforded the anglers some ex- 
cellent sport. Chub and pike anglers were also busy trying these species, but 
no great amount of success attended the efforts in this direction. A good 
number of anglers have been visiting the waters arouni Leices‘er ; but with the 
excep ion of a few brace of fair-sized pike and perch, nothing worthy of being 
recorded was landed. The largest pike ‘that I cou'd hear of was one weighing 
7 1b., and anice perch that was taken by Mr. 8. Hardy, which scaled 1 lb. 4 oz. 
Wednesday and Thursday a heavy mist and fog prevailed during the great part 
of each day, and consequently but little angling had been done.— AtzRrr, 


Medway (Tonbridge). 

The river is still in the best possible condirion for angling of all descriptions. 
During the holidays a large number of rodsters have been out with varying 
success, but a large number of pike have been taken. J. Stanley, at the 
Point opposite Barden Park, caught a game fish of 12}1b., with live bait, 
while Mr. G Hewitt caught one of 7 lb., in the Weir Hole. Below the town 
several jack have been-brought to grass, as well as a number of roach, weighing 
from 3 to 1 1b. Sport ought to be fast and furious till the waver becomes 
disturbed.—Ye Mapway Warr Rat. 


Ouse (Littleport). 

Pretty well mid-winter and the cry is ‘ Still they come,’’ and what is more, 
if they only get half-a-dozen roach they go home delighted with the quality 
of the fish and the sport they afford. I do not know of one instance whe:e 
an angler has drawna blank. I want it to be understood that we do not catch 
them ry the cart load, as the foll»wing, which are a few of the best takes, will 
show :—Decemberc 23rd, Mr. Prizbosky, Cam, 33 1b , and Mr. J. Hutt, Cam, 
tolb. fine roach, in three aad a quarter hours. November 25th, Mr. J. Hutr, 
Cam, 11 lb. in three hours, and myself 7 1b. in two hours, both takes a fine 
show. November 26th: Not biting at all well, still Mr. J. Hutt, Cambridge, 
managed to get 6} lb. Mr. George, Cam, 6 lb., and Mr. Marsh Royston about 
41b. of good roach. Several other anglers out, and all did something, 
November 27th, Mr. Fawssett, Cambridge, 20 roach and silver bream, going 
10 lb. thelot. Three largest roach specimen fish, but no time to weigh them 
separately ; Mr. Henry Lee, Cam, 7 lb. good roach. Messrs. George, Cam, 
and F. Marsh Royston some gocd fish, which unfortunately I was not at home 
to weigh in.—CHARLIz SouTH. 


North-East Yorkshire (Pickering) 


” 


During Jast week hardly any fishing was done in this neighbourhood, all the 


streams being too high, and afflicted with snow broth. This week, things are 
looking up. The Seven, Dove, Pickering Beck, the lower Rye, and Derwent 
have all got down to a good fishable point for gravling, pike, or pith fishing for 
chub, which is but little known and practised about here. Several pairs of 
spawning salmon and sea trouthave beenseen on the gravels, on the river 
Seven, a stream in which, for the last forty or fifty years, they have been con- 
spicuous by their absence ; in consequence, the fishing on several properties is 
now preserved where, heretofore, the public have fished almost unshallenged.— 


NortH-East. 
Trent (Newark). 


Sport during the Christmas holidays has not been of a very brilliant 
character. A few nice fish of various sorts have been taken, principally chub 
and pike. Ihave been out a few hours, but beyond getting a 3 1b chub, I did 
nothing worth mentioning. I found the water to be much colder than the 
atmosphere, and when this is the case, sport is almost certain to be uncertain, 
and another thing was against chub fishers—the water was at least two feet too 
high, although it was not a bad colour; but when the water is too high we 
cannot get at the haunts of the chub, as a rule. At the time of writing, 
Thursday, the water looks all right for chub and pike, and is lower than it was 
at the end of the week ; but it has to-day been a sort of a muggy, drizzling day, 


(Deo. 29, 1883 - 


Anglers may have felt a little of the ‘‘ milk of — ‘ 
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- sport engaging the most attention. 


GEORGE JAMES EATON. 


Dro, 29, 1883. 
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and every appearance of a change in the weather, which will probably alter the 
water; butif no change occurs, chub fishing with pith and brains, or live 
Ratre and spinning for pike, will be the very best games to try.—_Tuz TRENT 
TTER. 
Trent (Nottingham), 
Better sport has been met with during the week. On Monday, Tuesday 

and Wednesday numerous anglers were out, although on the last-named day 
the weather alone favoured chub and pike-fishing, the former branch of the 
: A. fog prevailed, and when this is the 
case chub, supposing the water is in proper condition as on Wednesday, 
generally feed ravenously. Some very fine specimens were forthcoming from 
the lower waters, notably Stoke Fiskerton, and Hoveringham. On Monday 
(ne of the members of the Wellington Association weighed in a bream of 
4b. 9 oz, and on the same day Mr. M. Walker, trying for chub with pith 
at Wilford, bagged three fish, weighing 10} 1b, Mr. S, Sills also takes the 
credit of several very nice fish, in addition to a couple of pike. From the 
upper waters reports are to the effect that on Monday and Tuesday the sub- 
scribers at Shardlow and Weston did well, and apart from the river I learn on 
undoubted authority that a gentleman spinning for pike in Mansfield reservoir 
caught a grand specimen of 27 lb.—THE MAN Art THE CLUBs, 


Wye and Derwent. 

. The Derwent has been in first-class order for either worm or maggot during 
Christmas week, and I am pleased to say some fair baskets of grayling and roach 
have been landed. The pike fishers have also killed a few fish on the Derwent, 
between Cromford and Ambergate ; some of the fish of a very good size, A 
heavy fog has prevailed a'l over Derbyshire both on Wednesday and Thursday, 
which has been much against the angler on those days. The Derwent is in 
capital condition for angling just now. Very few natural flies are on the water 


Yare (Norwich), 


During the past week, notwithstanding the fearful fogs which ‘‘ damped” 
the ardour of most anglers, several parties have been out on private waters, 
and indifferent sport, of course, has been the rule; but on Mo: day one party 
caught eighteen pike, weighing from 123]lb.downwards. Last Saturday myself 
and friends had four fishin about two hours ; and on Wednesday, in one of the 
thickest fogs I ever remember whilst angling, we succeeded in catching four, 
weighing respectively 10} lb., 51b., 4 1b, and 21b. Other catches of similar 
character are reported from various points, and when the fog clears I expect 
to report some excellent sport. A good wind is wanted just now, and then 

rospects would improve. ‘The waters are in’ first-rate condition.—RoBERT 
oLL. 








CLUB REPORTS. 


GREAT NORTHERN BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

We fished for twenty Christmas prizes on the 16th, at Cookham and Bourne 
End. It was a bitter cold day, and blowing very hard. The members stuck to their 
swims and managed to win fifteen prizes out of the twenty. Considering the 
weather, the show of fish, although small, was very fair. Ist, Mr. W. T. Smith; 
2nd, Mr. J. Watling ; 3rd, Mr. G. Watling; 4th, Mr. W. Parkin; 5th, Mr. C. 
Watling, sen.; 6th, Mr. J. Fitch: 7th, Mr. J. K. Fitch; 8th, Mr. C. Warren ; 
gth, Mr. W. Theobald; toth, Mr. Armstrong; 11th, Mr. I. Juker; 12th, 
Mr. S. Baker; 13th. Mr. J. Dingley; 14th, Mr. P. Stammer; 15th, Mr. G. 
Cowper. On the 23rd inst., Messrs. Scott and Martinella only weighed in for 
the remaining Christmas prizes, consequently taking one each. The following 
members weighed a nice show of roach from Watford :—Messra. S. Smith, S. 
Baker, and G. Watling. From Bourne End, Meesrs. Warren, Armstrong, 
Cowper, F. Watling, and C. Watling had some nice roach and chub ; and Mr. 
Dingley a pretty lot of roach from Cookham, weighing 6 lb. 7 oz. The prizes 
were distributed on Monday evening, and consisted of a goose, 50 cigars, a leg 
of mutton, a leg of pork, a pair of fowls, a rabbit, 4 lb. pork sausages, 12 lb. 
beef, three rabbits, four bottles of gin, a parcel of groceries, a bottle of 
brandy, a quart of port, and three bottles of whisky.-—J. Fitcu, sec. 





“ ne 
IZAAK WALTON ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 23rd the only exhibitions were as follows: Messrs. A. Bass and 
H. Butt, hadroach; Mr. J. Barnes had jack. I beg again to remind the 
members that six prizes which have been already announced, will be fished for 
on the 30th inst., at the Forty Guinea Water.-—H. B. 

MARLBOROUGH ANGLING SOCIETY. 

Mr. Williamson, the landlord of the Marlborough Head, at which the society 
holds its meetings, having offered a jack rod asa first prize, and a Janding- 
handle with ring, net, and gaff-hook, as a second prize, and Mr. Boorman 
2s. 6d. as a third prize for the heaviest weight of jack taken at Shepperton, 
seven of the members competed for them on the 16th inst. They were 
singularly unsuccessful as regards jack, for not one of them got arun; but Mr. 
Agland succeeded in catching a fine bream weighing 5 lb., which is to be pre- 
served at the expense of the society. Mr. Cordner, in casting his line, got it 
across Mr. Agland’s, but as both floats were in good position, they agreed to 

Jet them remain. Ina short time they noticed an unueual bobbing up and 
down of one of the floats, and as it continued they both wound in, and were 
astonished to find the bream and a fine roach, weighing a poundand a quarter 
ormore, on Mr, Agland’s line. The bream had a hook inits mouth with part 
of a gut lineattact ed, having a smaller one higher up the line on which was 
the roach, and this piece of line was twisted twice round the gimp. Mr. Agland, 
with the assistance of Mr. Cordner and Mr, Martin,. landed the bream as 
already mentioned, but the roach got away. ‘They heard that a large bream 
had broken away from a gentleman (not one of their party) who was angling 
from a punt higher up the river, and it was doubtless the same fish. Other 
prizes have been offered for competition, viz., two of halfa guinea each by. Mr. 
Fawcett, for the heaviest roach, and the heaviest perch taken in any of the 
public waters of the Lea or Thames during the season, and a splendid bottom- 
fishing tackle-case of solid leather, by Mr. Gold, fishing-tackle maker, of 
284, Waterloo Road.—TwistzD Gimp. 

[Received too late tor insertion last week. ] 





METROPOLITAN ANGLING SOCIETY. 
The annual supper of the above society was held at the club house. About 
twenty members sat down. The chair was occupied by Mr. W. Myall, and the 
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vice-chair by Mr. James Newton. Mr. Myall proposed ‘* Success to the 
Metropolitan Angling Society.” Some capital songs were sung durirg the 
evening. A vote of thanks to the chair and vice-chair brought a most en- 
joyable evening to a close.—M. 

[Received to late for insertion last week. | 


PECKHAM BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

A match forthe President’s Cup will be fished on the 3oth inst., in Godfrey’s 
water at West Drayton; and another match, for prizes given by Messrs. 
Neale,‘Durant, Duke, Halsey, and Hancock, on the 13th January—open 
match, all fish to weigh, but bank fishing only. The members of the Peckham 
Brothers’ Angling Society have resolved to attend in force the visit of the 
United Brothers, and I hope we shall see many ‘‘ old familiar faces ’’ on that 
occasion.—GADFLY. 

SOCIABLE BROTHERS’ ANGLING SOCIETY. 

On the 16th inst. only two of our members were successful in capturing fish, 
Mr. T. Keymer having roach, amongst them being a brace of beauties, weigh- 
ing 3 lb. 7} oz, which, rather singular, scaled exactly 1 lb. 113 0z. each. Mr, 
H. Woodhead had chub.—INky. 








THE NEW STEAM LAUNCH ACT. 


Tuts Act, which is intended mainly to put a stop to the reckless speed 
indulged in by many of the steam launches afloat upon the river 
Thames, comes into operation with the New Year, of which provisions 
the following is a digest :— 

The Board of Conservators are empowered to grant certificates to 
owners of steam launches above Kew Bridge upon the payment to 
them of the sum of twenty shillings by, or on behalf of, the owner, and 
on its receipt to grant a certificate for twelve months, renewable on 
the first day of January in each year subject to no infringement of 
the Act occurring during such period. Every steam launch and its 
owner’s name shall be registered in a book at the office of the 
Conservancy on Tower Hill, London, and the name and the length 
from stem to stern, with the full name and address of the owner, 
together with the distinguishing number likewise in the register. 
Every person shall be entitled to inspect such register during office 
hours on payment of one shilling. Upon a change of ownership the 
new owner shall be certificated and registered, and no person after 
ist January, 1884, may use a steam launch above Kew Bridge 
without a certificate, or be liable to a penalty of not less than five 
pounds, and not more than ten pounds, for every day on which 
such steam launch has been so used. The registered name of the 
launch to be painted conspicuously, to the satisfaction of the officers 
of the Conservators, in white and gilt letters of such size as they may 
prescribe upon each side of the bow and upon the stern, in default of 
which for every day’s navigation of the launch shall be liable toa 
penalty not exceetiing five pounds. 

The orders in reference to the important questions of lights when 
under steam after sunset and before sunrise are imperative: (1) On 
or before the foremast, or if there be no foremast, on the funnel or on 
a staff at the bow, in either case at a height above the hull of not less 
than 4 feet, a bright white light behind a glass shade or slide upon 
which the registered number of such steam launch shall be legibly 
and conspicuously painted in black figures (2), on the starboard 
side a green light, and (3) on the port side a red light. And every 
such light shall be of such a character as to be visible on a dark 
night with a clear atmosphere at a distance of at least one mile, and 
in default shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, and 
a similar penalty for every person who knowingly causes or permits 
to be concealed the registered name or number of any steam launch 
during its use for navigating the Thames. In any case of complaint 
by the public the registered owner shall, upon application in writing 
to him by the Conservators, give all the information in his power to 
the secretary as to the person who at any particular time was in 
charge of the steam launch, and any person refusing to give such 
information, or by his own negligence, and in default is unable to 
give such information, shall for every such offence be liable toa 
penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. The rules for the navigation 
of the Thames are, it would seem, calculated to allay the appre- 
hensions which have resulted from the reckless manner in which many 
launches have been hitherto conducted. Every vessel navigating the 
Thames shall be guided with care and caution, and at such a speed 
and in sucha manner as not to endanger the lives of persons or th> 
safety of other vessels or moorings, or cause damage to any vessel cr 
moorings, or to the banks ofthe Thames, or other property. 

«If the safety of any vessel or moorings, or if any person is en- 
dangered or damage is caused thereto, or to the banks of the Thames, 
by a passing vessel, the onus shall lie upon the person in charge of 
such passing vessel to show that she was navigated with care and 
caution, and at such speed and in such a manner as directed by this 
section. 

‘Special care and caution shall be used in navigating vessels 
when passing vessels of all kinds—especially those of the smaller 
classes, and such as are employed in dredging or removing sunken 
vessels or other obstructions. The penalty for contravening any of 
the provisions of this section shall for every such offence not exceed 
twenty pounds.” 

Two convictions to cancel the certificate. 


re SS 





Mr. M. H. Bramey, of the Piscatorial Society, fishing in private waters on 
Dec. 24th, took eight pike from 8 Ib to 12 Ib, as well as several smaller ones|; 
and on Boxing day, fishing the Thames at Penton Hook, had a grand bag of 
large percb, bream, and large roach, several of the perch and roach weighing 
nearly 2 lb. each. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


G. B. Durrizrp.—Thanks for the names you send. The line is fairly done 
fora first fattempt, but seems to have hardly enough water proofing on it. 
See Mr. Walbran’s article on ‘‘ Swimming the Worm ”’ in our Christmas 
number. 

X,, Cambridge.—You can have the 52 numbers of the GAZETTE free by post 
each week by sending a postal order for 10s. 6d, to ‘‘ The Manager, 
FisHInG GAzrrrs, 12 and 13 Fetter Lane, London, E.C.’’ 

T, WincH.—You get just as many privileges whether the club you propose to 
join belongs to the Central, the West Central, or the East Central Asso- 
ciation We certainly should like to see some arrangements come to 
which would satisfy all the associations, but we do not intend to get mixed 
up in any disputes by taking side with one against the other, or favouring 
one more than another. 

T. H. MAtcomsBr.—The only book of the kind of any value is the ‘* Angler’s 





> through it carefully you will get a good deal of information ; but most of the 


best trout fishing within 50 miles of London is strictly private. 

TyqurrER.—‘‘ Tight corking ”’ or ‘‘stret pegging’’ has often been described in 
these columns by the ‘‘ Trent Otter’’ and other writers. Instead of swim- 
ming the float, you hold it steadily in one spot with the shot on the bottom ; 
the bait then works about on the bottom, and is moved about by the 
stream or eddy you are fishing in. Old ‘* One-armed Ben,’ of Matlock, 
taught us this style of fishing in the Derwent fifteen years ago. 

P. SHarP, Finchley Road.—There is very good' pike fishing in the Towy, 
near Llandilis. Write for particulars to the hon sec. of the Angling Club, 
Llandilis. As regards sea-fishing, Tenby is one of the best spots you could 
go to. We have been searching in vain among our books for a copy of J. 
Lupton Lister’s ‘‘ Sea Fishing at Tenby,’’ which gives most useful direc- 
tions and information. It was published in 1879, by Mason of Tenby, at 
Is., we think, Perhaps some reader who has had experience of amateur 
sea fishing at Tenby during the winter months, will kindly give us a little 
information as to the best tackle, baits, places, &c. 

W . C. F. (Birmingham.)—We have published accounts of extraordinary trout 
fishing in New Zealand, which have been sent us by correspondents at 
Dunedin and other places. If you are going out there, you should certainly 
get a copy of Mr. Senior’s book, ‘‘ Travel and Trout at the Antipodes,”’ 
and the fishing has improved very much since he wrote his charming nar- 
rative. He speaks of good sport in the lovely Lee stream amorg the 
Otago Hills, and quotes a letter from a friend who had fished the Deep- 
stream, the Upper Taieri, the Cust, the Waipahi, &c. Trout breeding is 
now carried on extensively in New Zealand, and there are angling clubs. 
The trout in some of the rivers run very large. Mr. Waite, of Dunedin, 
sent us recently two splendid specimens, 1141]b. and 124 lb, respectively. 
A 14-foot rod for the big streams, a smaller one for the narrow waters, and 
an assortment of ordinary English trout flies, from lake size down to midge, 
will be required, and also a good selection of Devon minnows of various 
sizes. You are not likely to meet with difficulty in getting ‘fishing. In fact, 
want of protection is what the streams suffer from most at present. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


[ We donot hold ourselves responsible for opinions expressed by our Correspondents.) 








THE AWARDS. 

S1r,—May I trouble you kindly to insert in your next paper the inclosed copy 
of a letter I have this day sent to the chairman of the Executive Committee at 
the International Fisheries Exhibition >—I am, &c., THoMAs ALDRED, 

December 12th. 

(Copy.) 


‘258, Oxford Street, 
*‘ London, 12th December, 1883. 

‘« Edward Birkbeck, Esq., 

‘¢ Str,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of your notices informing 
me that ‘‘ Three Bronze Medals and a Diploma’’ were awarded me at the late 
Fisheries Exhibition. 

“Tam not aware whether you know of my protest, which I sent in on the 
15th ult., therefore I beg to inclose a copy of it, and also one of the reply from 
your official. 

‘*May I be allowed to state that Mr. Kelson’s report, supported by col- 
leagues, framed only to show why he could not concur with the Jury, sufficiently 
indicated the value of my exhibit, and I am assured by that gentleman he held 
the same favourable opinions of all my other various works. 

Having been in the trade over 38 years, I unhesitatingly endorse the universal 
opinion that Mr. Kelson was the only one amongst the Jury who was capable 
of forming a corvect judgment of all the articles in the exhibits. 

‘‘ Knowing this, and remembering the cordial invitations held out to us to 
exhibit on the onset, I yery confidently submit that the Executive Committee 
alone are responsible to us as exhibitors, and if we are to have that justice 
which we expect and deserve, there should be a searching inquiry into the 
extraordinary and painful observations which Mr. Kelson has felt 1t his impera- 
tive duty to make. It is, I respectfully state, against the interests of British 
sentiment for you to allow the matter to remain as it is, with this fearful cloud 
hanging over our heads. 

“‘ Our agitation is dictated from pure and honest motives, and surely you will 
not allow us to suffer from any misconduct, if such was the case, of members 
of our Jury. 

‘I cannot overlook, neither is it likely ever to be forgotten, that all the 
recommendations from Mr. Kelson’s colleagues were incorporated in the 
majority report and confirmed, and those from him were not only kept back 
and omitted. but have never been taken into consideration by you, although he 
has almost degged that they might be. 

“‘ Having regard to the usual bonds of faith or secrecy, and still having other 
and more powerful duties staring him in the face, Mr. Kelson’s clever manage- 
er throughout has been appreciated by the whole country as well as by the 

rade, 

‘I beg to remind you that in his report he clearly informed exhibitors, as 
well as yourself, that the medals were awarded on the most unjust and unsound 
principles. 

“ This report, careful and correct so far as it goes, has been supplemented 
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bya circular letter addressed to each member of the Executive Committee upon 
17th ult. (as yet unanswered), containing the most extraordinary revelations. 

“ The Council of Presidents regretted they were unable to see any reason for 
altering or disturbing the Awards. May I ask you, Sir, as one of that body, 
and as, ex officio, the leading authority at the Exhibition, whether you still 
adhere to such reasoning; and I especially ask this now that Mr. Kelson . 
states in bis circular letter that ‘these are only two instances which he has 
selected from many others’! Still, in one of these he clearly infsrms us that 
one prize was probably planned before the Jury was convened. 

‘‘T am also in a position to further assure you that Mr. Kelson not only 
showed this letter to one holding a prominent position at the Fisheries, but 
mentioned the determination, too truly verified, to one or other of the Jury 
before the prize was adjudged ! é 

‘* Surely, sir, with such extraordinary and profound injustice, you will pardon 
me for respectfully but emphatically declining to receive these very unfair 
‘rewards.’ 

é ‘¢T am, Sir, f 
‘* Your most obedient servant, 
‘* THOMAS ALDRED.”’ 


THE FISHERIES EXHIBITION AWARDS. 

Srr,—You will, I think, admit that for me to answer all your various corre- 
spondents’ letters in full, one by one, would require such a display of literary 
talent, and such a sacrifice of time (which I can ill afford), that I must perforce 
be briet. Before, however, I enter into such an ‘‘ argumentum ad hominem,”’ 
allow me to say that I am more than amused at one or two of the replies to my 
letter, and I think it will be’ proven that their claims to any authority on this 
subject are, to say the least, very questionable, as we shall presently see. 

Letter No. 1. ; 

I am sorry I cannot answer ‘‘ Manufacturer’s”’ first question, as he does not 
say whose case it was that was glazed, and yet received a silver medal, although 
I can tell him of one case which was locked up, and would have been passed 
over in consequence had I not found means, in the absence of the exhibitor, to 
open it. This case was awarded a silver medal. - 

Question 2, That part of the exhibit of hooks which obtained the gold medal 
was framed and glazed, I admit, although I am quite positive that the exhibitor 
had also a quantity of loose hooks of various sizes, which were handled by the 
Jurors. 

I procured from the same firm a quantity of their midge size hooks, and had 
them made up for my own use, some of which Tinclose for your inspection, Mr. 
Editor, and I think when I tell you that I killed trout of over }1b. each on such 
infinitesimal hooks, you will at once see that they must be of very excellent 
quality indeed. It requires, I think, some 2,300 of them to weight a quarter 
of an ounce. Re correspondence in your paper, ‘* Vice versus Fingers,’’ these 
flies are tied by the fingers, and I do not think they could be done in a vice. 

“Letter No. 2. 

This great literary triumph is very amusing. The writer accuses me of sel- 
fishness because I show proof why I may be considered competent to pass an 
opinion in this matter (not one single word of which he can refute) ; yet, with- 
out such excuse, he himself is selfish enough to introduce his five-sided cane 
rod. I did admit in my letter that there were mistakes made by the Jurors, and 
this is one of them, for a better exhibition of cane, glue, and black-waxed 
thread I never beheld, notably the thread, which almost covered the rods, and 
even went half over the brass ferrules. ‘This, I presume, was done to show the 
closeness of the jointing—the point, we are informed, he ‘‘ relied on most.’’ On 
inquiry, however, I was informed by the exhibitor that it was done to strengthen 
the ferrules. Ofcourse, we live in an age of improvement, and there can be 
no doubt that the idea of adding strength to the brass parts, by wrapping 
them with black thread, besmeared with shoemaker’s wax, is certainly the 
creation of a very advanced stage of rod-making, and should have been awarded 
a ‘gold medal,’’ although I declare to you, Mr. Editor, that the discovery 
caused me more inward trouble than I could well control ; it was ‘‘ too much.”’ 

His statement that the Jurors quite ignored the close joining of the parts of 
canesbuilt rods is utterly without foundation, for I was directed to produce rods 
for examination and comparison (by the aid of magnifying-glasses) with the 
American-made ones, no other British exhibitor having this distinction. ** Quid 
pro quo,’”’ my friend. a 
Leb Letter No. 3. : . c 

I am sorry Mr. Gregory's excellent exhibit did not receive a higher award, 
for it is a well-known fact in the trade that for artificial baits he is *‘ par ex- 
cellence,’? At. Re comparison between his:two exhibits, viz., Norwich and 
London, I think the former was better arranged ; and he must bear in mind that _ 
he had in this case a very formidable opponent from the other side of the 
Atlantic, who showed sucha collection of baits as was, perhaps, never seen 
before. ; 

Letter No. 4. 

This very illsadvised communication may be briefly disposed of. I regret, as 
he does, that Messrs. Court and McNee should have been overlooked. I 
cannot agree with him; however, that because a firm do more than make rods 
and tackle, they are not entitled to awards. This is too ridiculous to need 
further comment from me, and I may point out that the fact of my firm being 
gun as well as rod and tackle makers places us in a much better position in 
regard to the metal parts of our rods. 

Re-our steel centred, cane-built rod, for which he asserts, we were awarded 
the gold medal, which properly ought to have gone to Messrs. Foster. Very 
singular to state, the jurors would not look at it, and it was not one of the 
samples shown in this competition; and if Mr. Hutchinson had taken the 
trouble to make inquiries before committing himself, he would have found that 
whereas Messrs. Fosters’ rod is greenheart, with a steel centre let into the 
butt, our rod is hexagonal cane built, with asteel wire running quite through 
from butt to point—a feat which would be quite impossible on Messrs. 
Fosters’ plan: That Mr. H. has got on to the “ Pons asinorum”’ by mistake 
is certain. 3 

Letter No. 5. 

T cannot agree with Messrs. Williams, that I had better have left ** well” 
alone, as it was not ‘‘ well’? to have the Jurors abused in such a manner and 
the public misled. 
Letter No. 6. 

Mr. McNee knows perfectly well (for he is a practical angler) that it would 
be very difficult to find one man who could do justice to all the various balances 
of salmon rods. There was no authentic record of the casts made. Yet it may be as 

“well to inform him that the longest cast was made by Mr. Malloch with a stiff 
rod of his own manufacture, and, next to him, came Mr. Reuben Wood, with an 
American cane-built 18 ft. rod. But there are other things to be considered 
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besides casting power in judging rods, and I think they had the attention of 
the Jurors. 

Iam sorry Mr. McNee’s excellent exhibit of pike-scale flies was overlooked, 
owing, I have no doubt, to the very out-of-the-way position assigned to it. I 
had on more than one occasion to personally conduct inquirers to it, otherwise 
they could not find it. 


And now I have only to add, that I beg to confirm my letter of November * 


28th. I don't expect we sha)l ever have an exhibition where awards are to be 
made that will not have its attendant troop of dissatisfied exhibitors, 
and some of them probably not without cause. Yet there is no justice in 
abusing gent'emen who give their time and means ‘‘ Pro Bono Publico.’”’? In 
this case, I repeat, they did their best in a fair and impartial spirit, ‘‘ Vera pro 
gratiis. 

Trusting that this explanation will be of service,—I am, &c., 

: Jno. JAS. Harpy. 
[The midges are very nice indeed.—Ep. | 





r AN EARLY EDITION OF WALTON. 
S1r,—I have a very old edition of Cotton’s ‘‘ Compleat Angler,’’ Part II., 
with the well-known monogram on title page and imprint :-— 


London: ; 
Printed for Richard Marristt and Henry Brome in St. Paul’s Churchyard, 
MDCLXXVI, 
And on the opposite leaf, » 
April 5, Licensed, _ 
1676, Roger L’Estrange. 


Tt is in paper cover, and ccntains a letter from Izaak Walton to Chas. 
Cotton at the end; also some ‘‘Stanzas Irreguliers,’’ headed, ‘‘ The Retire- 
ment,’’ and addressed to Mr. Izaak Walton, and signed ‘‘C. 0” 

Js not this a very rare and curious book? On the last page of all is 
printed— 

“Courteous Reader,— 

* «*¥You may be pleas’d to take notice that at the sign of the Three 
Trouts in St. Paul’s Churchyard, on the north side, you may be fitted with all 
sorts of the best Fishing-Tackle by 

Jobu Margrave.”’ 

Probably this is one of the earliest instances of an advertisement in a book 
extant.—l am, &c., F. B. DOVETON. 

Grange Lodge, Eastbourne, Dec. 18. 





THE, ‘TESTIMONIAL TO MR. HOOLE. 

Srr,—I have been asked by the committee and others to publish a complete 
list to date of subscriptions received towards the Hoole Testimonial Fund, and 
accordingly forward you same, which I shall esteem it a favour if you will 
publish in your valuable paper.—I am, &c., Lo BONVOISIN, hon, sec. 

December 20, 

Mr. P. GEEN’s LIstT. 


: NAME. fo Keoeiel NAME. Bi aah. 
T. 8. Spreckley, Esq, mS 5 OP LW.. ele Brougham) isq,'' 3. ££" 0 
Jas. Hughes, Esq. .. .» 5 § ©l London and South-Western 
J. Snelgrove, Esq. .. .. 2 2 Oj Angling Society .. A ONTOIEG 
P. Geen, Esq. ee «» 5 5 O| Anglers’ Pride ae s& O02 6906 
R. B. Marston, Esq. .. 2 2 O| Rodney Piscatorials,. pe TO Om 6 
W.A. Crump, Esq... i. leeely 20) MreGee 3h oe +» OIL O 
Anepabittle,-Ksq. ) .. .. I I 0] Globe Angling Society nO, ren 0 
R. Chant, Esq. aa .. I I 0} Junior Piscatorials: ., BRI oa 
M. H. Blamey, Esq... wet! L oO] Grange Angling Society _.. 1. 1 0 
Hy 5B. Eyre, Fsq... ... .» I I oO} United Brothers’ Angling So- 

-F. Clench, Esq. ite wee tele (Ol 5 Clety. os, ar ar 7A OLl2e OG 
Beresford Angling Society ., 0 10 6] Royal George Anglers 77. 0 fo. O 
J P. Wheeldon Esq. | 1.1 0} Waltonians .. a et v8 2IG 
F. H. Lemann, Esq. .. I I O| Richard Bingley, Esq. hs O85" 0 
J. Collins, Esq. fi, ;. 0 10 6] Independent Jovial Anglers. 0 10 6 
A. Nuthall, Esq. «.. oto 6| Hammersmith United br eri2s ¢22 (0 
J. Patrisson, Esq. .. . 0 10 6] Surrey Piscatorials * .. Pr ee 
T. R: Sachs; Esq. © os .. I 1 | Queen’s Angling Society’ .. 9 7 6 
A. J. Marriott, Esq... .. © 5 o| Westbourne Park Piscatorials 4 0 oO 
Richmond Piscatorials . I I o| South London Anglers ., 0 16 o 
Penge Angling Society .. 010 6] Mr. W. Field oe 2 OuLoe 6 
St. John’s Wood Piscatorials 0 10 0o| Good Intent ,, ne rr! GE 
Battersea Friendly ., 0,10 6) St..John’s .. os SeMOLES 
Bloomsbury Brothers weO 5. O} eucton Pistoral So ale 
Clapham Junction Angling Walworth Waltonians og ee ake 

Society .. Ne +. O10 6; J. Jennings, Esq... 5 Oe 5 eo 
Portsmouth Waltonians ., I I al Cobden Angling Society ., 0 10 6 





THE WHEELDON TESTIMONIAL. 
F Srr,—Several errors having occurred in the list of subscribers to above fund 
published by you on December 15th, I shall be much obliged by your publish- 
ing the following additions and corrections :— 





ens de 
Beresford Angling Society .. is 5 raniO; TOI © 
J. H. Clark, Esq. .. a ts ar Saeniyles oO 
Foxley Anglers He ie na ad fe LOL) O 
C, D. Hoblyn, Esq... Se 7 +r ner ten SO 
8. C. Harding, Esq... +6 or a ae LOLLONG 
A.R. Trendall, Esq... ve os se hep beeeky 0 
La Sop. 18 BY GE 
P. Geen, Esq., entered as I 1 o shouldhave been., 2 2 0 
G. H. Thurston, Esq.,_,, aoe Zie O a 3 Se AREY oko! 
B. Perelli-Rocco, Esq.,_ ,, Sane ee Fae) ” ” ite itent <P 
Silver Trouts, Esq., FA Wee to 2 O * oF io ve pea tO 
For F. 0. Clench, Esq., £2 2s., read Richmond Piscatorial Society, £2. 
The full amount is £107 3s, not £93 Is. 
; Yours faithfully, 
M, H. BLAMEy. 
TENCH. 
Srm,—I can supply live tench in any quantity.—I am, &c., F, ZENK. 


Wiirzburg, Germany. 


TENCH. 
S1r,—If ‘' Tench ’? ‘will write direct to me, I may be able to get him the fish 
he requires shortly, —I am, &c., THOMAS ForD, 
Manor Fishery, Caistor, Dec. 19th. 


BRITISH FISH CULTURE. 

Sir,—Many who are interested in the improvement and protection of our 
sea and fresh-water fisheries will be anxious to know whether any practical re- 
sult is likely to arise from the instructive and successful International Fisheries 
Exhibition, which has recently been closed, and also to what useful purpose 
the surplus funds will be devoted. The Exhibition has proved that this country 
is far behind other nations in fish culture and other matters connected there- 
with. Even America and the youthful colony of Canada have surpassed us in 
these respects. We appear to have the very best species of both salt and 
fresh-water fish. Our land is encompassed by an unusually fertile sea, and we 
have n'imerous rivers and streams suitable for the beneficial culture of salmo~ 
nidw, &c. Yet our fishing interests and industries appear to have been greatly 
neglected, although of vital importance to the welfare of a densely-populated _ 
country like England, on account of the food supply, and, being a great mari- 
time nation, largely dependent upon our fishermen for the manning of the navy 
and mercantile marine, both in time of peace and of war. Is it unreasonable 
to expect that some of the knowledge and experience gained from the late Ex- 
hibition and from the conferences which took place there will soon be turned 
to beneficial account ? Is there any hope that our rivers and streams may soon 
be cleansed from pollutions, both on account of health and also food supply ? 
An interesting paper was read at one of the conferences about utilising the 
sewage of towns, &c., proving that the process cou'd be easily and profitably 
worked, and is even now partially carried out, requirng only public notice to 
put it into general practice on all our streams and rivers. It has been stated 
that the Buckland Museum is to be at once enlarged, and then further extended 
by the addition cf the Fisheries Aquarium. This combination, under proper 
management, might be made a place where experiments in fish culture, and all 
that can conveniently be taught and exhibited there appertaining to the im- 
provement of fisheries, might be carried on for the public benefit, and records 
carefully kept for the information and guidance of all interested in pisciculture. 
Now that Frank Buckland is gone, we look almost in vain for someone to 
supply his place, and furnish the instruction he was always willing to impart on 
all matters relating to fish and fish culture. He appeared to devote the whole 
of his time to the study of these subjects, and he did so with the utmost en- 
thusiasm. That he was essentially a practical and laborious man the collection 
of his museum and his writings abundantly prove. If some person could be 
found approaching his energy and nerseverance able to devote his ability to this 
cause, much good might be done. Until such men be found for the work, is it 
not hopeless to expect much improvement in the management and develop- 
ment of our inland and sea fisheries? The present eminent and scientific In- 
spector of English Fisheries is, no doubt, useful in many respects by assisting 
the Government in this work; but more men, and of a somewhat different 
stamp, are further wanted, who should be thoroughly experienced, practical, 
and devoted to these special subjects, and who, like the late Frank Buckland, 
will ever be seeking after information and usefulness. That there are not many 
in this important branch of the public service was proved at the conferences 
held at the Fisheries Exhibition, which exposed a lack of practical knowledge 
on most important matters relating to the improvement of our fishing industries. 
There appears now to be some hope, at all events, of a move being made in 
the right direction, when we know that a gentleman has been retained as 
superintendent of the Fisheries Aquarium, who, it is well-known, was for many 
years with the late Frank Buckland, and who rendered him valuable assistance 
in all his labours connected with fish culture and in the formation of the Buck- 
land Museum. Such experienced and practical men like the one selected are 
the proper persons to be employed on the work.—I am, &c., ‘ 

R. D: E. 





THE THAMES FISHERMEN’S SOCIETY. 

Srm,—I see in your edition for December 15th, under the heading ‘‘ Piscatorial 
Scraps,”’ by “‘I.C. U.”’ an inquiry if the ‘‘ Thames Fishermen's Provident Benefit 
Society holds out? Ifso, where ? May I take this opportunity of reminding 
inquirers of a letter published in the GAzeTtx on May 12th, 1883, referring toa 
code of rules printed in full in another part of the same edition, and saying that 
subscriptions would be gladly received by myself or by Mr. James Lander, secre 
tary, Piscatorial Society, or by Mr. F. C. Pearce, treasurer of the Piscatorial 
Society. I will be much obliged if inqirers will send me help, or indeed if any 
of your readers will do a little tosupport what has been universally admitted to 
be a very good cause. I have had letters from many well-known anglers prom - 
ising me support, viz. : Messrs. Francis Francis, R. B. Marston, A. J, Little, T. 
Spreckley,and W. H. Brougham, but the society requires a little help to start it. 
Now,a complete list ofrecognised Thames fishermen is published in your colamns 
copies of rules will be sent to all licensed fishermen, inviting them to become 
members ; also to those interested in the matter to becorae hon. members and 
subscribers.—I am, &c., JAMES STARTIN. 

16, Sackville Street, Piccadilly, Dec. 17. 

[ We always liked Mr. Startin’s idea, but always feared the men would prevent 
its being carried out. Those who are pretty well off think’that they would prob- 
ably have to support some of their lazy competitors ; but this might be said of 
every benevolent society.—ED ] 

Dec. 19. 


HERRING WORMS. 

Sir,—I presume the worms alluded to in your reply to G. Welsh, are 
those so commonly found between the two lobes of roe. 

I have seen thousands of them at different times and in herrings taken straight 
from the nets. They are generally in the finest and best conditioned fish, and 
are more common in the female than the male. ; 

I have never seen them in the substance of the roes but always, in the position 
before indicated. 

I will, if you wish it, send you some specimens taken from fish that have not 
been dead an hour,—I am, &c , E. GosLinc. 

Budleigh Salterton. 

[Thanks. We should like to see if they are the same,—ED. ] 





; * DOES ANGLING PAY?’’ 
S1r,—I read with much pleasure the well-written article by James Riddle, 
jun.,, which appeared in your issue of the 8th instant, fand it really did me 
good, and makes me feel that I should like to hear from him every week. 
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I shall cut out the letter and put it amongst my choice scraps. and should 
ever the question arise in my mind after a hard though unsuccessful day, I will 
bring it forth and read it again, and I doubt not what the answer will be.—I 


am, &c., . Goss J. 
Plumstead, Dec. 10. 


RED WORMS AND FLOUNDERS. 

Srr,—I see your correspondent writing from Wraysbury says, ‘* I have seen 
many an: lers who have had brandlings and called them red worms. The red 
worm proper is never more than an inch Jong, and has a knot near the head.”’ 

This gentleman would greatly oblige ‘‘ M. A.’’ by saying if he considers 
this identica! sed worm the ‘‘ ceckspur’’ proper ? 4 

Re flounders. Imust remind “I. C. U,’’ Esq, in the very gentlest 
manner that we are all liable to mistakes, and beg that gentleman, as he is 
evidently strong, to be merciful. 

I know a far more easy, finished, and deadly method of catching flounders 
on a large scale without using hooks at all (with lobworms). 

If «*I.C,U.,” Esq., does not happen to know of this method I think it 
would interest him to see it explained. 

I shall be happy to let him into the secret, and show him the whole process 
cn condition i* is not published.—I am, &c., 

Mark ANTONY. 





NO MONOPOLY. 

Str,—I should much like to know the feeling of anglers with regard to the 
following :— 

Several clubs have obtained the exclusive right to certain pieces of water 
that used to be free, or could be fished upon payment of a small sum. Now, 
as these very clubs derive a great advantage by being placed upon the East 
Central and West Central Associations’ list, and gaining the privilege of 
travelling at reduced rates, why should they keep these waters strictly to their 
own friends ? Should not club anglers be all equal? And why should not the 
Association, being the acknowledged head of all clubs, gain over these waters 
for the benefit of their members ? Surely there is, or could be procured, enough 
money for the purpose. 

Trusting some of your readers can tackle this subject better than the writer, 
am, &c, No Mownopoty. 





WATERPROOFING LINES. 

Str, —In answer to ‘* Amateur ”’ and others, I beg to say that I shall be 
pleased to prepare their lines by the paraffin, &c., process, if they are sent to 
my private house (as at foot); and I would return them 3 days after receipt. 
Although not desiring much profit in the matter, I cannot be expected to make 
a loss ; { therefore suggest that lines sent to me for preparation shall be charged 
ore halfpenny per yard. ‘ 

I have made arrangements with Messrs. Alfred and Son, of Moorgate Street, 
E.C.. who will in future supply lines prepared by me. : 

Will you kindly call the attention of your readers to the fact that lines dressed 
with any other composition are unsuited for the paraffin process ? 

Referring to the ‘¢ Cork drawing ”’ of your correspondent, Mr. South, it cer- 
tainly has the advantage of economy, and might answer fairly well, but would, 
I think, take off too much of the preparation from the outside of the line ; 
besides, passing a round line through a slit, would not give the desired even, 
round pressure.—I am, &c , Henry Howse. 

2, Comberton Road, Upper Clapton, E. 








PACE OF STEAM TUGS ON THE THAMES. 

S1R,—I was very pleased to read the letter of Mr. F. Palmer in the FISHING 
GazETTE of November 24th, ‘ Re Steam Tugs and Launches.’? 

I can fully endorse everything Haslett has stated to Mr. Palmer, The pace the 
steam tugs travel up and down the Thames is simply outrageous ; but the tugs 
bearing the name, *‘ Timmins, Windsor,” are the worst. They steam down at 
the rate of twelve miles an hour; and one, I think the Queen, commanded by, 
comparatively speaking, a toy, is the worst. 

Only on Monday last three tugs be’onging to Timmins came down the river 
at a speed of twelve miles an hour. I was sitting in a punt, jack-fishing, with 
my old fisherman, George Hone. He called my attention to these tugs. It 
occupied two minutes to steam from Walton Bridge to the Anglers Inn. The 
men on Timmins’s tugs care for nothing—they simply drive on. One day, while 
Hone was fishing with a gentleman, they told him ‘* tugs could go where they 
liked,”’ and if he did not get wut of the way they would run him down. 

Tf the Thames Conservancy could see, ‘as I often see,’’ the banks of the 
the river being slowly washed away by the wash caused by the great pace of 
the steam tugs, they would, I am certain, stop it. 

Ithink anglers ought to adopt some means to compel tug owners, such as 
Timmits, to travel at a safe rate of speed. If an assoc‘ation were formed for 
the prosecution of ‘ over-steaming ’’ on the river I should be very pleased to 
Join it, and if two or three prosecutions were successfully carried this great and 
dangerous nuisance would soon be stopped. By inserting this letter you will 
greatly oblige, yours, &c., ALFRED MackzlLL, 

Kigston, 


ES 





PERCH AND PIKE FISHING IN THE KENNET. 


Now that the rivers are almost unfishable, I know of no more pleasant 
occupation for all trueanglers than a retrospect of some of the brightest 
successes in the seasons gone by. I call very vividly tomy recollection a 
fine day’s perch and pike fishing it was my privilege to enjoy in the 
river Kennet in Berkshire, row about eight years ago, but still quite 
fresh in my memory. 

Two gentlemen to whom I applied in writing were kind enough to 
grant me a permit on application to fish on their private waters. 
Armed with these treasured orders I eagerly sought the river. The 
wind was southerly and the clouds overcast—in fact, an angler’s day 
made to order. So with rod, creel, anda good supply of mackerel- 
minnows beautifully bright and’marked, I was soon by the silvery 
water, and, taking a careful survey, selected a deep hole by some 
flood-gates, with large weeds around the bank. I put on my pater- 
noster, baited, threw in, and awaited the result. At onceI had arun, 
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and landed a fine perch over 1 lb., and keeping well out of sight from 
the spot I was fishing, and playing each fish, I hooked away from the 
rest Isucceeded in landing, in less than two hours, sixteen fine 
perch, the smallest over a quarter of a pound, and the largest two 
pounds one ounce. 

Sport then stopped, as I missed one after pricking him, so I fished 
from many fields along the river, but could do nothing; in fact, the 
angler’s noble stand most requisite attribute, ‘‘ patience,” gave mea pro- 
longed visit. But nothing daunted I persevered, still to no purpose, 
and being convinced the fish had grown capricious, I held out a tem- 
porary flag of truce, and seating myself on the green sward looked 
after the inner comforts, finishing up with the enjoyable and ortho- 
dox smoke, judiciously united to a pull at the flask. 

Refreshed, and with new ardour, I again began working my pater- 
noster in the most likely-looking places, and at last the usual tug 
came, and waiting a few seconds I struck, and was rewarded by see- 
ing a fine fish dart upwards and off again, not, however, before I 
could detect the carnation spots, the trout's handsome and distinctive 
marks, In afew minutes I had creeled my spoil, a nice specimen 
which showed on my balance dial a finger the best side of a pound 
and a half. 

Kennet trout, I may here remark, in the water below Hungerford 
are very large and fine, and at this town there is a gentleman, a 
doctor, who, at his own expense, and from pure love of sport, hasa 
hatching apparatus and all necessary appliances, and annually turns 
into the river a quantity of trout to swell the number for the benefit of 
trout anglers. ButI must not further digress except to add, would 
there were many such. j 

I had up to this time only been over one gentleman’s private water, 
and wished to utilise the other permit so courteously given me. I 
went to the obliging porter at the roadside station, who had charge 
of my second supply of bait, and declared war to the death against 
the pike in preserved water number tw». 

A nice clean, live dace, carefully threaded on a carefully-examined 
gimp trace, and out went my line, my bait alighting close to the 
opposite bank. It worked well, but without the wished-for result, 
and after three more throws I proceeded lower down the river toa 


deep hole at the end of a swift run, cast my dace, and in less time - 


than the few words are penned away went my float with a pop, 
accompanied with the music so welcome to all pike fishermen, the 
reel’s click. After waiting the usually prescribed time, I struck, and 
then came a glorious struggle between what I could tell was a game 
and large fish and his enemy. Using discretion and care in playing 
my hoped-for capture, [in about ten minutes had the pleasure of 
gtassing a pike over fifteen pounds weight, in fine condition. 

Being well loaded, I took my creel of perch and my pike to the 
railway station near, and less burdened started again, and in about 
halfan hour I had another just over four pounds. Elated at my 
success I fished on, and got a fine run; but here I lost my fish, I am 
inclined to think, by my hasty anxiety. I was compelled to return 
home by an earlytrain ; but the day’s sport will never pass out of my 
recollection, and I think, even in private water, that sixteen fine 
perch, two pike (one over fifteen pounds), and a good trout does not 
undeserve the title of ‘‘ A Good Day’s Sport.” 

For good quality and gameness in fish, perch more particularly, I 
know of no place to beat, if equal, the Kennet, and I have been for- 
tunate enough to fish many rivers.and a few good meres. 

I had one of my finest-looking perch mounted by Rice, of New- 
bury (since dead, I regret to say), and the fine pike named I ferwarded 
to anancient city northwards to garrish the table ofa highly-re- 
spected relation.* I did not fail to express my thanks most cordially 
to each of the gentlemen for their kindness, not forgetting the keeper, 
and went home as proud as ahero from war, and as happy asa 
young bride from church. 

I also remember well two months after this eventful day being 
called to Kintbury Station by the statioumaster’ there, who was an 
ardent angler, and had succeeded in securing a pike that bumped 
the scales at the railway station booking-office at 27 Ib., and Ineed 


- scarcely say that, exhibited with no small amount of pride by the aged 


captor (who had weathered over sixty years), it caused no little 
astonishment amongst the natives, and, I think, pardonable envy 
amongst his brother anglers, I made a special journey to see this 
fine specimen, and the thought struck me how grateful all trout 
fishers should feel to Mr. Thompson for securing such a formidable 
enemy from the Kennet waters. It was caught with spoon bait. 

I feel that my powers of expression are inadequate to convey the 
warmth of my enthusiasm; but if I have afforded any one of your 
readers a few minutes’ pleasure by my recital, I shall feel more than 
repaid for venturing to trespass on your valuable space. 

Next summer, if not before, I hope to have one more day in the 
same neighbourhood, and, if my success is as marked upon that occa- 
sion as upon the one now instanced, I shall feel great pleasure in 
acquainting you and your readers of it. 

1 shall also be pleased to give any applicant writing me all the 
information I can about the fishing here and hereabouts, and need 


scarcely say that it is varied and excellent. I inclose my address, 


to enable inquiring and interested; anglers to communicate with 
me, and conclude, wishing all a prosperous and happy New Year. 
J. ALFRED. KELLEY. 
St. Ann's Terrace, St. Sidwells, Exeter 





To OuR READERS.—We shall feel grateful to any of our readers who will 
kindly send us the addresses of any anglers they know who do not at present 
take the FISHING GAZETTE. Please address Editor of FISHING GAZETTE, 
12 and 13, Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


’ 
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A KILL ON THE GARRY. 





FEBRUARY, 1865. 





THE Shepherd to his hut is gone, 
The otter to his hold, 

And every living creature shrinks 
Before the misty cold. 


The Capercailzie drops beneath 
His pine-tree perch on high ; 
And e’en the eagle dare not keep 

His eyrie in the sky. 
Full to the brim and seething on 
The brawling Garry goes ; 
And wildly to its ocean home 
The frantic river flows. 


But who is he, in human form, 
That mocks the bitter day, 

And overhangs the gurgling stream 
As though the month were May ? 


A fisher from the West is he, 
Plying his rod and line; 

Nor wet-nor cold he seems to feel 
More than a mountain pine. 


A labour ’tis of love to him, 
A gladsome toil, I trow, 
As steadily he strives to win 
The glorious prize below. 


Beside the Garry’s rough mist-streim, 
Where rolling currents rise, 

Lightly a jagged barb he flings, 
Clad in. a gay disguise. 

Oh ! fatal are the charms that lurk 
Beneath those russet wings, 

And many an aching pang, I ween, 
That tinselled body brings. 


Ay! false and borrowed plumes are they, 
Attractive to the eyes ; 

’Tis thus the human fool is snared— 
As salmon are by flies. 


Man is thy maker, painted thing, 
And life-like art thou dressed ; 

With feathers from the bittern’s wing, 
And golden pheasant’s crest. 


But now the rod, like tempered steel, 
Is bending to the very reel, 
And all the tackle strains ; 
And as he scans the angry dood, 
No wonder that the fisher’s blood 
Is surging in his veins. 
Now, fisher of the West countrie, 
A craftsman true thou need to be, 
And steady hand be thine ; 
For headlong to the falls below 
The giant fish attempts to go, 
With fifty yards of line. 


Down, down he goes—the tough horsehair 
Is rattling through the rings ; 

While bounding on, o’er stock and stone, 
The hardy fisher springs. 


“¢ Vain effort that,” the fisher thought, 

But never a word he said, z 

As struggling to the shallows near 
The captive fish he led. 

Oh, what a glorious fish he was, 
Just thirty pounds, or more ; 

And bright as burnished steel he shone 
On Garry's birch-clad shore. 

[Weare indebted to Sir Rose Price, Bart., for the above breezy lines, which 
he thinks have not previously been published.—ED. } 
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: ARE EELS FISH? 

Jw looking over my file of the GazeTrEI have received anotherassurance 
that the vitality of error is ever enduring: although you can scotch the 
varmint youcannotkillit. This conviction, in spite of Board schools, shows 
how much the schoolmaster is abroad, for if anywhere within call, we 
might have reasonably expected he would have been at home in an 
assembly of anglers, such as met at the Portman Arms one Friday 
last year. It would seem that among the subjects that occupied 
the attention of the assembly, was ‘* whether an eel was a fish.” 

Let those few who either declare or doubt that an eel is not a fish, 
ask themselves, or apply to others for information, as to what consti- 
tutesa fish? The eel accused of not being classed with its aquatic 
congeners, might reply after the fashion of Shylock. Have I not 
fins ? am I not endowed with gills? have I not scales? is my struc- 
tural formation not a sequence of those inhabitants of the water you 
recognise as fish—the burbolt, the beardless ophidium (Ophzdzwm 
tmberbe) the garfish and other elongated specimens of the 
denizens of the waters? Naturalists from time immemorial haye 





accepted, recognised, and given their authority to the fact that an eel 
is a fish, and “‘ the law allows it ;” e.g. in. the action Woohouse, of 
Bray, versus Etheridge, the superintendent of the Upper Thames, who 
had obtained a local bench conviction against Woohouse for takin 
eels in the fence months, it was decided that eels were included in 
the words of the bye-laws, ‘‘ every kind of fish known as river fish.”’ 

If eels were declared not to be fish, every work for the last three 
centuries which treat of fish, would be tacitly, if not virtually, charged 
with a lapse of scientific formula. Our lexicographers gave the de- 
finition of eel, as ‘‘ the popular name of the anguilla, a genus of soft- 
finned fishes.” 

Dear Frank Buckland, who will be thought even more of as the 
love of nature increases, and ‘‘ the resources of civilisation ” enlarge 
includes the eel amongst his ‘‘ British Fishes,” and no writer that I 
am acquainted with upon icthyology, omits the el from this 
category. 

It may be said that because the eel can travel by land, in a word 
to some extent is amphibious, that it does not properly claim its 
habitat inthe water. The same may be urged of the climbing perch 
or the carp, or tench, which can remain fora whole dry season in the 
clay foundation of the rivers and ponds until the next rainy season 
releases them from their enforced imprisonment. 

I cannot refrain from quoting Buckland upon the structural beauties 
ofthe eel. It did not matter what living creature came under his 
notice, it was enough, they resulted from the Creator’s will. Of eels 
he speaks most affectionately ; he says eels are sometimes found of a 
‘lovely golden colour,” and he goes onto say, with I fear, somewhat 
a too sanguine an inapression, ‘‘I am happy to find that among 
anglers there is gradually spreading a desire to know much more of 
the actual structure and physiology of fishes than heretofore, and it 
always gives me great pleasure when I have an opportunity, of 
pointing. out any structural pec uliarity which exemplifies Paley’s 
argument of the wonde fu! adaptation of means to ends. In the 
common eel we have an excellent example of this. The eel, as well 
known, will live a long time out of water. This habit is of the greatest 
service to him, as sometimes it is necessary fcr him to migrate from 
place to place by an overland route. To enable him to live out of the 
water, the eel has a most elaborate yet simple form of mechanism by 
means of which he is enabled to keep his gills moist even though he 
is not inthe water. It will be observed that immediately, or if not 
very soon after an eel is taken out of the water, two great swellings 
willtake place each side of the head, and that if the ecl is placed 
back in the water, this swelling will immediately disappear. Let us 
now take a dead eel; we shall find close to the pectoral fin a slit in 
the skin which acts as a valve, If we take a probe and passit through 
this slit, we shall find it enters a large cavity ; next takea pair of 
scissors and cut open this cavity, inside we shall find the gills proper. 
It is this cavity which the eel has the marvellous power of filling with 
water, and keeping a supply which shall not allow the gill fibres to 
adhere together, and thence of necessity stop perspiration. This 
cavity is of course made of a large and loose skin—like membrane— 
which holds the required quantity of water; but in order to enable 
him to fill and empty this cavity, an elastic yet firm mechanism of 
some kind is absolutely necessary.”’ 

Much more will be found in his ‘‘ British Fishes,” a solid, instruc- 
tive, yet genially chatty work, wiitten for the Society for the Pro- 
motion of Christian Knowledge, the Jast one this amiable writer wrote 
and dated, 37, Albany Street, Regent’s Park, 17th December, 188°, 
but he did not live to revise it. CREEL, / 








TO A FRIEND, WITH THE CHRISTMAS NUMBER OF THE 
“FISHING GAZETTE,” 1883. 


‘« A FELLOW feeling makes us wondrous kind ; ”” 
And so, old fellow, hoping you may find 
Some scraps of angling gossip to amuse, 

Or ‘‘wrinkles’’ that in future you may use, 
I post you now this Illustrated Part 
Of THs GAzx1TE devoted to our art. 


Among its ‘‘lines,’? some items you may see 

To make you think of Coggeshall and me, 

Of bygone ‘takes’? and ‘takes in’’ that we’ve had 
(The Jatter chiefly, for our sport was bad) ; 

Of pleasant strolls, and trolls, of walks in search 

Of red- eyed roach or zebra-sided perch. 


Of dewy meads, perchance of stiffened joints, 
Of toothsome sandwiches, of bitter pints, 

Of mill-wheel music, and of quiet nooks, 

Of lines entangled. and of broken hooks— 
Of all, and everything, that heart could wish 
To make an angler happy, ‘‘ bar the fish.”’ 


And as you read, the time is drawing near 

That ‘‘ floats ’’ us anglers to another year ; 

So let us hope for pleasant times in store, 

With rod in hand for us, in ’84— 

That every angler then with us may feel 

The heart made lighter oy a heavy creel ; 

‘And so with healthy frames, and conscience clear, 

Enjoy good fishing, in a good New Year. 

A COGGESHALL VOLUNTEER. 

December 27th, 1883. 

[‘Lhe following note accompanies the above :—Sir,—I inclose 3d., and will 
thank you for another copy of your Christmas Number, as | have sent mine to 
a friend with the accompanying Jines, which you are at liberty to print if you 
think fit.—Yours, &¢., A.C.V.] ; 
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MACMILLAN AND CO.’S|‘‘ THE LIBRARY OF OLD FISHING|SI-VER 


LIST. 


New Book by the late John Richard Green, 


THE CONQUEST OF ENGLAND. By John 
Richard Green, M.A., LL‘D, Author of “‘ The Making 
of England,” &c, With Portrait and Maps- Demy 80.4 
183. 





By the same autkor. 


THE MAKING OF ENGLAND. With Maps. 
8vo. r6s- 

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PHOPLE. In 
4 vols, with Maps, 8vo. 16s, each. 

A SHORT HISTORY. of the ENGLISH PEOPLE. 


With Coloured Maps, Genexlogical Tables, and Chrono= 
logical Annals. Crown 8vo, 83. 6d. Ninety-fifth Thou- 


sand, : 
A New Novel by Mrs. Oliphant. 


HESTER: A STORY OF CONTEMPORARY 
LIFE, By Mrs. Oliphant, author of ‘* The Curate in 
Charge,’ ‘* Young Musgrave,’? &c. 3 vols, crowa 8yo. 
gis. 6d. ‘ 


MACMILLAN’S 4s. 6d. NEW VOLUMES, 


CAMPING AMONG CANNIBALS. By Alfred 
St. Johnston. Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. 

FELI(CITAS: a Tale of the German Migrations, 
A.D, 476. By Felix Dahn. Translated by M.A. C, E. 


Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. 
THE MIZ MAZE; or, the Winkworth Puzzle. 
Crown 8yo. 4s, 6d. 


A Story in Letters by Nine Authors. 





THE HIGH ALPS OF NEW ZEALAND: or, a 
Trip to the GLACIERS of the ANTIPODES, with Ascent 
of Mount Cook. By William Spotswood Green, M.A., 
eee . the English Alpine Club, With Maps. Crown 

vo, 7S. 6d. 


New Book by the Author of “ John Inglesant .”’ 


THE LITTLE SCHOOLMASTER MARK; a 
Spiritual Romance, By J, H. Shorthouse, Author of 
* John Inglesaut,’’ &c. Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. 


By CHARLES KINGSLEY. Crown 8yo. each, 6s. 





Westward Ho! Poems 
Hereward the Wake Two Years Ago 
The Heroes Yeast 

Alton Locke ‘The Hermits 
Hypatia | 


WILLIAM BLACK’S NOVELS, 
, Crown 8vo, 6s. each. 


Macleod of Dare 
White Wings; a Yachting 


| Romance 

and | The Beautiful Wretch ; The 
Four Macnicols; The 
Pupil of Aurelius 

| Shandon Bells 


The Strange Adventures of a 
Phaeton 

A Princess of Thule 

The Maid of Killeena, 
Other Tales 

Madcap Violet 

Green Pastures and Picca- 
dilly. 


CHARLOTTE M. YONGE’S NOVELS AND 
TALES. In crown 8vo. 6s. each. With Il - 
lustrations by Kate Greenaway, Herbert Gandy, 
Adrian Stokes, J. P. Atkinson, Marian Huxley, 
W. J. Hennessy, and Jane E. Cook. 

The Heir of Redclyffe My Young Alcides 

Heartsease The Three Brides 

Dynevor Terrace The Caged Lion 


Hopes and Fears The Dove in the Eagle’ 
The Daisy Chain Nest hte atts 


es 
Pillars of the House, 2 vols | The Chaplet of Pearls 
Clever Woman of the| Lady Hesterand the Dan- 
Family vers Papers 
The Young Stepmothe r Magnum Bonum 
The Trial Love and Life 


MACMILLAN’S TWO SHILLING NOVELS. 


In Crown 8vo., Cloth. 
By the Author of ‘* Hogan, M.P.” 


Hogan, M,P. Flitters, Tatters, and the 
Counsellor : Weeds and 
The Hon, Miss Fer- other Sketches 
rard Christy Carew 
By the Author of “ John By Mrs. Oliphant— 


Halifax, Gentleman ??— A Son of the Soil 
The Curate in Charge 
Young Musgrave 


He That Will Not When 


The Ogilvies 
The Head of the Family 


: He May 
Olive 5 By George Fleming. 
Agatha’s Husband A Nile Novel 
Mirage 


Two Marriages The Head of Medusa 


Patty. By Mrs. Macquoid. 


In Fourteen Volumes. Paper wrappers, Is. each, 
or cloth, rs. 6d. each, 
HENRY JAMES’S NOVELS AND TALES. 


Portrait Lady. 3 | The the 
vols, 
:| 


of a “Madonna 


Future. ryol. 

The Europeans, x yol, 

Confidence, &c. x yol- 

Siege of London, &c. 1 yol, 

An International Episode, 
&c. 1 vol, 


of 


Roderick Hudson. 2 vols, 
Weslirers Square. 
to) 


vol. 
Daisy Miller, &c,, 1 vol, 
The American, 2 yols, 








MAOMILLAN & CO., LONDON. 


BOOKS” includes Mascall, Gryn- 
dall, Dennys, Markham, Heres- 
bach, &c. 


Prospectus on Application, 





1, OLD FORM OF TREATYSE, 7s. 6d. 
3. SECRETS OF ANGLING (1613) 7s. 6d. 


9. CHRONICLE’ OF THE ‘“COMPLEAT 
ANGLER,”’ by Thomas Westwood. Enlarged 
dition, tos. 6d. 


+ These books are finely printed on hand-made 
paper and half-bound. 


a 


HENDERSON: MY LIFE’ aS AN ANGLER. 
New edition. Post. 12 plates, 7s. 6d. 


‘‘ Undoubtedly the best book on angling that has 

appeared for many years.’’—AcADEMY. : 
WESTWOOD AND SATCHEELL, 

BIBLIOTHECA PISCATORIA : a catalogue of 
books on angling, &c., 8vo, 15s. ; 4to, 50s. 


‘One of the most interesting and masterful works 
in the whole range of bibliographical literature 
A book of which the nation may be justly proud,’’— 
Manley’s LirrRatuge or SEA AND River Fisurna. 


‘‘ Indispensable to the angler blessed with 
scholarly tastes.’’—EpinpurcH Revizw. 


W. SATCHELL & Co., 


TAVISTOCK STREET, STRAND, W.C. 





19, 


TROUT OVA AND FRY. 


Orders booked at the fo lowing low rates :— 


OVA SALMO FARIO ..208, tO 40S, per 1000 
do, 5, do. 


‘9 »  LEVENENSI 







4 d 
oe i FONTINALIS. SS. 95 508 mS 
FRY SALMO FARIO ....... WgDSacgs ROSe:— 5s 
oa = LEVENENSIS . do. ,, do o. 
rs hy FONTINALIS ............ 408. ,, 80s, °. 


YEARLINGS AT “PROPORTIONATE RATES. 
Hatching Apparatus, and Fishing Tackle of all 
. kinds supplied. 
Advice given, and Fisheries laid out. 
ADDRESS: 


THOMAS FORD, 


‘ MANOR FISHERY, 5 
Caistor, Lincolnshire. 


Trout Fishing,” 1s. ; 130 different flies with ways of manu- 
facture and seasons of use, 





ALMON, TROUT, CHAR, GRAY- 
LING and other OVA and FRY for Stocking Lakes, 
Rivers, and Ponds. Every country house should have its 
fish pond. Instructions and price list on application.—J. J. 
AxMISTEAD, Solway Fishery, Dumfries, N.B. 





TO THE QUEEN, 
THE ROYAL FAMILIES OF ENGLAND AND FRANCE. 


JAMES GARDNER, 


Animal, Bird, and Fish Preserver 
HOOF AND HORN MOUNTER, 


FURRIER AND PLUMASSIER 





Facrory AND SToRE— 


29, late 426, OXFORD STREET 


(Nearly opposite Tottenham Court Road). 


SHow Rooms— 
149, ratz 871, OXFORD STREET 
BrancH—381, LATE 292, OXFORKD STREET 
And 52, HIGH HOLBORN, 


Every Article Requisite for a Naturalist. 


5 ——,] LONDON & COUNTY 
Fie eee |} ADVANCE & DISCOUNT 
COMPANY, LIMITED, 


; =| Cash advances from 
Ms al Hirt £10 to £500, at mode- 
: ONY apa y URY lees rate rates. Bills dis- 
counted. Forms gratis. 


ie 57 & 58, 
“| CHANCERY LANE 


cuore ———| JouN Srong, Sec. 











MEDAL, HIGHEST AWARD, 
HULL, MARCH, 1883. « 


THECHEAPEST ROACH 
4s.8d. ROD 4s. 8d. 


THE LIGHTEST RODIN USE. WEIGHT, 7 to 8 oz. 
BOOTH’S FIVE-JOINT BAMBOO 
ROACH ROD - 


12 feet, stand-up rings, Winch fitted, brass bottom, and bag 
complete, fitted in box, price 4s, 8d. | Carriage paid for 6d. 
extra. 

‘* Worth the money. A strong, light, useful Rod, exactly 
suited for Roach or General Bottom Fishing. Wecan re= 
commend it as being all it pretends to be.’—FisHinc . 
GAZETTE, 

x yard gut cast ts, 3d. per dozen; 2 yards gut cast, 2s, 5d. 

_ per dozer. ; 3 yards gut cast, 3s. 4d. per dozen. 

Finest drawn gut manufactured, 15 inch, 3s. 9d. per 100; 

2s. od, per 50, and 6d. per dozen. 

Trout gut, 8d., tod., short, and best long 1s, rod. per 100, 


H. BOOTH, 


13, CHARIOT STREET, HULL: 
Fishing Rod Maker and Gut Merchant. 





FOOD. FOOD. FOOD. 
6d. per Pkt. PREPARED 6d. per Pkt. 
Railway Station, Cannon Streét. 


ANTS’ EGGS. 
A Nourishing Food for all kinds of 
FrrsH Water Fish. 


Sold by TIMOTHY BRIGDEN, F.R.H.S. 
Dealer in all kinds of Fish, Aquatic Plants, Beetles, &c. fo 
the Aquaria, 


52, King William Street, City, and South-Eastern 
N.B.—This Food is invaluable to Breeders of all 
kinds of Fish 





OYAL AQUARIUM.—ONE SHIL- 
LING admits to two Great Variety Entertainments 
at Three and Hight. af 





OYAL AQUARIUM. — POLAR 
WALRUS from the Arctic Regions. The greatest 
curiosity of thisage. One of Nature’s wonders, Adm ssion 


Is. 


OYAL AQUARIUM. — Professor 
BECKWITH’S ENT£RTAINMENT, by Miss 
Beckwith, her brothers Willie and Charles, and Professor 
Beckwith, her father, at 5.30 and9.30. Admission ONE 
SHILLING, from Aquarium or by Abbey eatrance, 





ROxAL “AQUARIUM. — FARINI’S 
3 PERFORMING BULLS, taught by Herr ‘tujer. 
At 4-55 and 9.15. 


ISHURSTINE for Dry Feet and Boot Comfort 
G is much used by Sportsmen, Shore Waders 
Farmers, Gardeners, and Ladies. 

Sold by Nurserymen and Oilmen, with testimonials 
and directions for use, in boxes 6d. and Is. each. ~ 
Wholesale by PRick’s PATENT CANDLE COMPANY 

Limited, London. 


THE ODOR OF THE FOREST 
THE SPARKLE OF THE STREAM 
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The American Journal of Angling and Shooting, 


The Forgst anp Stream has a very ¢<tensive circulation among 
gentlemen the world over. It stands at the head of all American 
publications of its class; and is constantly growing in interest and 
value. Its pages are filled with wheres sketches of travel, camp 
life, field experiences, and original observations in Natwal History 
Its departments are :— 


The Sportsman Tourist. Natural History. 


Sea and River Fishing. Fisheulture. 
Game Bag and Gun, | The Kennel. 
Yachting and Canoeing. The Rifle. 


The angling department is in the charge of Mr. Fred Math ws 
the well-known angler and fishculturist. 


The weekly numbers of the Forrst aAnp Srpeam annually orm two 
handsomely- printed yo.umes of over 500 pages each. 


Terms, post free, 2]s, per annum ; 10s. 6d. for six months. 


Published by the Foresr np StREAM PuvwisHine ComPany, 37, Park 
i bi Row, New York, U.S: - 
Subscription agents for Great Britain : 
Messrs. Sasrson Low, Marston, Szarte, and RiviNaToN, Crows 


Buildings, 188, Fleet Street, London, who can supply 
specimen copies, 
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